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PREPAOB. 


Thb  title-page  discloses  the  sources  from  which  this  ahridgmeat  is  made, 
and  showB  them  all  to  be  auth^tic,  and  reliable, — ^weQ  known  to  the  public, 
and  sanctioned  by  resolves  of  Congress.  Of  the  latter  of  these  authorities 
— "  Gales  and  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates,"  "  The  CougtessioQiiL  Globe 
and  Appendix,  by  Blur  and  Rirea,"  and  the  same  afterwards  by  "  John  C. 
Rrres  " — it  is  not  necessary  to  speak,  further  than  to  remind  the  reader,  tliat 
th^  are  original  reports,  made  either  by  the  publishers  or  their  special  re- 
parten,  and  revised  by  the  speakers,  and  accepted  aa  authority  by  Congress ; 
and  therefore  needing  no  historical  elucidation  to  show  their  correctness. 
Bat  rf  the  first — "  The  Annals  of  Congress  by  Gfales  and  Seaton  " — ^being  a 
OMnpOation,  a  special,  bat  brief  notice  ia  necessary  to  show  the  credit  to 
whidi  they  are  entitled.  And  first,  of  the  qualifications  of  the  compilers  for 
tiidr  work.  To  education  and  talent,  and  a  particular  turn  for  pohtical  dia- 
qnintioo  and  history,  they  added,  at  the  time,  more  than  forty  years'  personal 
oumection  with  the  Debates  of  Congress,  as  reporters  and  publishers  of  the 
^teecbes  and  proceedings  in  that  body.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  r^Koted, 
aa  extraordinary  occasions ;  and  both  with  great  aptitude  and  capacity  for 
the  business,  and  Mr.  Galea  especially,  (under  whose  particular  care  the  ctun- 
p3ati(m  of  the  Annals  was  made,)— of  whom  Mr.  Randolph,  a  most  conqie- 
teot  judge,  was  accustomed  to  say,  that  be  was  the  most  perfect  r^rter  he 
bad  ever  known — a  perfection  which  resulted  not  merely  from  maonal  fiu^il- 
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ity  in  noting  down  what  was  said,  but  from  quickness  and  ctearness  of  ap- 
prehension, and  a  full  Imowledge  of  the  subject  spoken  iqwn.*  To  this  ca- 
paci^  for  the  work,  these  gentlemen  added  peculiar  advantages  £iv  knowing 
and  reaching  the  sooroes  of  information.  The  father  of  one  of  them,  and  the 
fJather-in-law  of  the  other, — (Mr.  Joseph  Gales,  Senior,) — had  been  an  eariy 
reporter  of  the  Debates  of  Congress; — in  the  time  of  Washington  and  the 
first  Mr.  Adams, — and,  of  course,  a  collector  and  preserver  of  all  contempo* 
rary  reports.  These  came  into  their  hands,  with  ample  knowledge  of  all  the 
sources  &om  T^ich  further  collections  could  be  made.  To  these  capabili- 
ties and  advantages,  were  added  the  pride  of  charact^  which  exults  in  pro- 
dncing  a  perfect  work ; — and  th^  spared  neither  pains  nor  cost  to  produce 
such  a  work — and  succeeded.  The  following  extracts  firom  a  letter  of  the 
late  Mr.  JusUce  Stoiy,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  dated  Jan- 
uary 14th,  1837 — and  from  one  &om  Mr.  Justice  McLean,  still  of  that  high 
court,  dated  24th  oi  Februaiy,  1843 — sufficiently  attest  the  value  of  the 
Comjnlation,  and  the  excellence  of  its  execution.  Mr.  Justice  Story  says : 
"  I  have  examined  these  vdumes  with  great  attention,  and  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  plan  and  execution  of  them.  I  have,  for  n^any  years, 
deemed  the  publication  of  the  Debates  in  Congress,  interwoven  as  they  should 
be,  and  as  they  are  in  your  plan,  with  the  proceedings  explanatory  of  them, 
one  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  enterprises  for  public  patronage.  In 
an  historical  view,  it  will  reflect  the  strongest  and  best  lights  upon  the  nature 
and  operations  of  the  Government  itself,  its  powers,  its  duties,  and  its  pol- 
icy. As  a  means  of  expounding  and  interpreting  the  Constitution  itself,  it 
can  scarcely  be  over-estimated.  When  I  was  employed  in  the  task  of  pre- 
paring my  Commentaries  on  the  Constitution  I  constantly  had  recourse  to 
this  source  of  infcmnation  in  all  cases  within  my  reach.  I  had  occasbn  then 
deeply  to  regret,  however,  that  many  of  my  re3e{ut;hes  terminated  in  diaag- 
pointment  from  there  not  being  any  complete  collection  of  the  debates  in 
print,  or  at  least  none  in  any  one  repository,  or  without  lai^  chasms,  which 

*  Of  diii  tilen^  Mr.  Qilw  has  Utel;  gireu  a  moit  nm>Aa1)l«iiittuic«,  in  drawing  oat&nm  nolMiriiiiih 
bad  nm^ned  as  lort  Tor  Deu  fiu^  yean,  a  inoft  bsportant  ipMoh  of  Mr.  Bandolph,  deUnred  iboitlj  tafbta  tha 
late  war  iritb  Great  Britain,  and  in  laladDa  to  tha  then  condition  of  pnblio  albln,  both  wltli  Great  Britnhi 
■od  the  Gmpemr  Napolsou  tha  Fint,  Ur.  GaUi  had  taken  dovo  Om  ^eaoh  :  Hie  notei  cf  it  got  into  tha 
bottom  of  a  trnnk,  and  lay  tlura  till  a  jear  ago,  when  Mr.  Qalei,  waiching  high  and  Imr  for  matter  for  the 
Amial^  ohmced  to  find  fbem ;  and  Imnw^telj  itvw  out  the  full  rpetoh  witii  tba  fnahneil  and  rigor  of  a 
moining  report  of  a  pnThnu  da/i  debate. 
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it  wift  £ffical£  if  not  impossible  to  rapply.  If  any  such  coHectioii  had  ex- 
iiled,  I  sm  satisfied  that  it  would  have  enabled  me  to  make  my  own  work 
ht  man  aocuiate,  fall,  and  satis&ctory  than  it  now  is.  The  Parliamentaiy 
DtlMtes  ci  England  have  been  long  since  pubEshed,  and  conatitate,  in  a  polit- 
ietl  and  historical  view,  some  of  the  most  authentic  and  useful  documents 
is  statesmen  and  jurists  which  have  ever  issued  &om  the  press.  They  are 
an  indispensable  part  of  the  library  of  every  real  British  statesman.  A  simi- 
lar pnbhcation  of  aO  tbe  Debates  in  Congress  would  be,  if  possible^  of  more 
pennanent  and  extensive  valne  to  us,  since  questions  of  constitationBl  law 
and  general  pubHc  policy'  are  more  frequent  topics  of  pubhc  debate  here  than 
in  En^and.  Indeed.  I  do  not  well  see  how  Americui  fitatesmen,  seeking  a 
profoond  knowledge  oi  the  natore  and  operationsof  our  Government,  can  well 
do  without  them.  At  all  events,  if  published,  they  wonld  and  ought  to 
be  found  in  the  library  of  every  American  statesman,  lawyer,  and  judge, 
who  should  aspire  to  an  exact  or  thorough  knowledge  of  our  Ckmstitation, 
laws,  or  naticaial  policy." 

Hr.  Justice  McLean  says : 

"  I  have  read  with  much  interest  your  proposal  to  pubMah  the  Debates 
in  Ccmgress  from  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  Tills  is  an  undertaking 
d  great  magnitude,  and  will  require  large  expenditures :  but  the  work  will 
embody  a  mass  of  information  in  regard  to  the  history  and  policy  of  the  Gov- 
enunent,  which  can  be  found  nowhere  dae.  There  is  no  subject  within  the 
action  (tf  the  Government,  which  will  not  be  found  discussed  in  these  vol- 
nmes.  They  will  ccmtain  materials  rich  in  facts  and  talent  for  the  writer  of 
tdstwy,  and  will  reward  the  researches  .of  all  who  may  wish  to  acquire  a 
thuoogh  knowledge  of  our  system  of  government.  This  work  when  com- 
pleted win  become,  I  think,  more  interesting  and  valuable  to  this  country, 
tbn  ire  the  Parliamentary  Debates  in  England.  The  questions  considered, 
^txn  the  nature  d  our  Government,  and  especially  in  regard  to  our  domes- 
&  relations,)  are  more  diversified  than  the  Debates  in  Parliament;  and 
I  hare  no  doubt,  that  the  general  ability  displayed  in  the  American  Congress, 
wiQnat  suffer  in  comparison  widi  that  (^  the  British  Fariiament,  Onrstates- 
nm  and  jurists  will  find  in  these  Debates  much  to  guide  them  in  the  per- 
bnHnce  d  tbcar  public  duties ;  for  it  is  from  the  histoiy  of  that  tune  that 
bowledge  is  acquired  for  an  enlightened  puUic  actifm.    If  our  Govenmient 


,  000*^10 


fui  PBXFAOE. 

is  to  be  handed  down  to  those  who  come  after  us,  these  Tolnmes  will  ii 
in  value  with  the  progresa  of  time,  and  wiH  Be  oue  <tf  the  tichest  memoruls 
of  our  early  enterprise  and  patriotism,  and  the  heat  evidence  of  our  national 
advancement." 

And  to  these  opinions  of  these  two  eminent  jurists  of  the  value  of  these 
Annals,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  publishers  for  their  task,  and  the  merits 
of  their  work,  is  to  be  added  the  encouraging  c^inion  <^  Mr.  Madison,  givai 
at  the  commenoement  of  the  enteiprise,  in  the  year  1818, — bear  f<Hty  yeazs 
^,-~when,  in  a  letter  to  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  he  said ; 

"  The  work  to  which  you  have  turned  your  thooghts,  is  one  which  jobOj 
diums  for  it  my  fiavorable  wishes.  A  legislative  history  of  our  oonnby  is 
of  too  much  interest  not  to  be  at  some  day  undertaken ;  and  the  longer  it 
is  postponed,  the  nu^e  difficult  and  deficient  the  execution  becomes.  In 
the  event  ctf  your  engaging  in  it,  I  shaU  cheerfully  contribute  any  suggestions 
in  my  power  as  to  the  sources  bam  which  materials  may  be  drawn ;  but  I 
am  not  aware,  at  present,  of  any  not  likely  to  occur  to  yourselves." 

Such  is  the  value  which  these  eminent  men  place  upon  these  annals  d 
ova  eariier  Ck)ngresBes,  and  these  annals  embrace  the  whole  period  during 
which  onr  Government  was  presided  over  by  those  who  he^d  to  make  it — 
the  whde  period  from  Washington  to  Monroe  inclusive — a  period  of  thir^- 
five  years,  and  covering  more  than  half  the  time  that  our  Government  has 
existed.  The  two  Justices  of  the  Sn|ffeme  Court  who  gave  their  opinion  d 
the  work,  and  who  were  then  (as  one  of  them  still  is)  in  the  actual  discharge 
of  great  public  duties,  have  declared  the  personal  benefit  which  they  derived 
from  the  compilation — one  of  them  (Mr.  Justice  Story)  going  so  far  as  to 
say  that  his  own  work — the  Commentaries  upcm  the  Constitution — (deemed 
&iiltless  by  others) — 'Would  have  been  "  more  accurate,  faB  and  satisfectoty," 
if  the  Annals  had  been  published  befcnc  them.  With  such  opinicois  in  &vor 
d  the  Annals,  no  more  need  be  said  to  show  their  value  to  the  rising  gener- 
ations ;  and  in  abridging  them,  the  authw  feels  that  he  is  only  making  acces- 
sible to  the  community  what  is  now  inaccessible  to  it,  on  account  of  quan- 
tity and  price ;  and  useless  (nearly),  if  accessible,  on  account  of  the  obsolete 
or  irrelevant  matter  vhich  overlays  and  buries  the  useful.  As  late  as  the 
year  1840,  the  publishers  of  the  Annals  say,  in  a  Memorial  to  Congress,  that 
they  had  add  to  individuals  but  twen^  sets  of  their  work ;  and  the  pnwnt 
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ff»tff]iBging  and  &i(iiful  publisher  of  tlie  Congreas  Debates,  (Mr.  John  C. 
'Bins,)  says  he  sells  but  some  thiee  or  four  sets  a  year  of  his  ^rahiable  and 
TolnmiDoaB  work ; — and  these,  not  to  individuala,  but  to  institutions.  It  is 
ibe  CcngTess  subscription  alone,  that  has  enabled  Hie  publisher  of  a&  these 
wots  to  bring  them  oat ;  tmd  no  public  monejr  was  ever  more  worthily  ap- 
plied: but  still  Congress  cannot  supply  the  community. 

Hr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  characteristic  modesty  to  Meaan.  Gales  and 
Seston,  speaks  of  their  (then)  intended  work,  as  one  which  justly  daimed 
H$  &Tontble  wishes.  And  well  it  m^ht  I  for  nowhere,  in  all  the  just  and 
inqoesnve  eulc^uma  which  have  bcea  pronounced  iqwn  him,  does  he  appear 
to  such  advantage  aa  in  his  own  modest,  temperate,  luminous,  and  patriotic 
i^ieedtes  during  his  service  in  Congress — ^putting  that  new  Goveimnent  into 
opentiMi,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  giving  to  all  its  machin- 
oy,  a  smooth,  clean,  and  harmcnious  woikmg.  And  so  of  innumerable 
others — illastrions  men,  and  his  compatriots — national  reputations  in  their 
dqr,  but  ocmtracting  into  local  munes  under  the  progress  of  time,  for  wuit 
of  a  record  of  their  patriotic  labors,  of  national  circulation,  and  poptdar 
tccesnbiltty.  Of  that  character,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  author  to  make  this 
Abridgment.  It  is  to  him  a  labor  of  love  and  of  pride — ^resuscitating  the 
patriotic  dead,  putting  them  in  scene  again,  passing  them  in  long  procession 
Ofcr  an  extended  domain — no  one  skipped,  and  each  in  his  place,  with  the 
best  of  his  works  in  his  hand.  It  is  a  work  of  justice  to  them,  and  may  be 
of  adrantage  to  the  present  age,  and  to  posterity,  by  reproducing  for  study 
■od  imhation,  the  words  and  conduct  of  the  wise,  just,  modest,  patriotic, 
istdUgent,  and  disinterested  men,  who  carried  their  country  through  a  mo- 
mentooB  levijution — ^moulded  that  country  into  one  brotheriy  Union — and 
&ea  put  the  Government  they  had  formed  into  operation,  in  the  same  fta- 
tonal  BfHrit  of  "lamUy,  mutual  deference  and  eoneeuion,"  in  which  theyhad 
udeit. 


oyGoo'^lc 


jvGooi^lc 


IHTBODUCTION. 


Tn  delwtes  of  Oongreee  hare  beeo  Accraing  for  near  eeveatj  ;ean,  and  M 
mote  than  an  hundred  volumes,  and  cannot  be  pnrcluued  for  lees  than  $500, 
nor  adrantageonelj  need,  on  accoant  of  the  qnantily  of  Baperfinons  matter 
vldch  tb^  contain,  l^ey  are  prioted  in  iiill  by  Congress,  and  onglit  to  be 
10,  md  a  small  distribntion  is  made  among  the  members ;  bnt  this  distributioii 
cautot  reach  the  conuamiitf ,  and  would  be  nearly  useless  if  it  did,  fi-om  the 
qnnitity  of  obsolete,  local  and  transient  matter  which  overloads  them.  In  the 
mean  lima,  theee  debates  contain  the  histoiy  of  the  working  of  onr  Gh)vemment 
from  its  fuondation — preserve  and  hand  down  to  posterity  the  wisdom  of  ages 
— ^lOT  what  has  been  done,  and  how  it  was  dona — and  shed  light  upon  the 
itady  of  all  impending  qnestiona ;  for  there  is  not  a  qaeetion  of  the  day,  and 
win  not  be  while  the  Government  coutinnea,  which  will  not  be  illngtrated  by 
MHnediing  previously  said  in  these  debates. 

AH  vorka  c<a>BiatiBg  of  periodical  accnmnlatioiia  require  periodical  abridg- 
Bent,  in  which,  being  reeved  of  what  is  BoperflaoiiB,  the  residnnm  becomas 
nun  valuable  from  the  disencnmbrance — of  easier  use  to  the  reader~7«nd  mqre 
■ecenible  to  the  conununi^,  from  the  diminntion  of  price  and  quantity. 
Efsn  the  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Umt«d  States,  though  oompara- 
tively  free  from  redundant  or  obsolete  matter,  have  undergone  abridgment — 
three  volumes  reduced  to  one — and  become  more  valuable  from  &e  reduction. 
Ihe  time  may  be  done  with  these  debates,  and  with  a  far  greater  license  of 
tcdndicHi,  from  the  very  nature  of  popular  debating.  Some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
octavo  volumes,  doable  columns,  are  expected  to  contain  all  that  retains  s  Bur- 
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TiviBg  interest  in  tlie  {mote  than)  one  htmdred  Tolumee,  now  Borchai^ed  vitli. 
tliefnU  debAtea. 

The  abridgment  will  not  be  restricted  to  the  speechee  of  the  celebrated  ora- 
tors, but  extend  to  those  of  the  bneinees  men,  and  to  the  plainest  speakerB — 
who  are  often  the  membeis  who  ^ve  the  moat  tiseM  information.  Foil 
speeches  are  not  expected  to  be  given,  there  being  none,  after  a  short  time, 
wUch  do  not  contain  mnch  matter  that  has  lost  its  interest.  Many  entire  beads 
of  reported  proceedings  and  discussions  would  be  omitted :  as — ^The  morning 
presentation  of  petitions,  often  the  same  for  ten  or  twen^  years,  and  presented 
in  both  Houses  at  the  same  time :  discussion  on  private  bills,  which  have  no 
general  interest :  mere  personalities :  the  endless  repetition  of  yeaa  and  naya, 
sometimes  recorded  an  hnndred  times  in  contests  abont  the  same  bill,  when 
tbreo  or  four  sets  wonld  be  sufficient  to  show  &e  opinion  of  every  member  upon 
every  material  point :  repetitions  of  speeches,  for  it  is  imposedble  that  a  mem- 
ber i{>eakiiig  for  ten  or  twenty  seseionfi  on  the  same  subject,  (tariff,  internal 
improvement,  juttional  bank,  &c.)  should  not  repeat  the  same  thing  over  and 
over  agun. 

The  work  is  intended  to  be  national,  snch  as  would  commend  itself  to  the 
study,  and  come  within  the  reach,  of  all  who  aspire  to  a  share  in  the  public 
afhirs,  either  State  or  Federal ;  or  who  wish  to  nnderstand  the  history  and 
working  of  their  own  Gfovemm^it.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  wisdom  of 
the  earlier  generation  of  our  statesmen  who  put  the  Gkivemment  into  operation 
— the  MadisoDs,  Gallatins,  John  MarBhoUs,  William  B.  GHles,  the  Fisher 
Ames,  Boger  Shermans,  Ac. — can  be  made  known  to  the  present  or  fntare 
ages ;  and  it  is  the  best  way  in  which  the  speeches  of  those  who  bave  lived  ut 
oar  own  day,  even  the  most  eminent,  can  be  diffused.  For  the  speediea  of  no 
one,  publiehed  in  mass  and  alone,  can  have  more  than  a  local  cirenlation ; 
while  judicious  selections  &om  a  whole  debate,  enlivened  by  the  vivacity  of 
contention,  going  into  a  general  work  of  this  kind,  mnst  have  a  general  circu- 
lation, and  carry  the  name  of  the  speaker,  and  the  best  of  his  speaking,  into 
every  part  of  the  Union. 

Some  notes,  or  commentaries,  will  be  added  by  the  author,  discriminated 
from  the,  text,  to  mark  great  starting,  or  turning  points,  in  our  legislative  his- 
tory, with  a  view  to  assist  the  reader  in  making  the  practical  applications 
wMoh  ^ve  utility  to  knowledge.    For  example  :  At  the  beginning  of  the  first 
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tariff  debate  in  the  first  Beeeiou  of  the  fint  OoDgreeB,  he  will  show  that  Hr. 
Kadiecai  ctxapreeaed  into  twen^-two  Bhort  lines,  of  eight  or  nine  words  each, 
■U  the  prindplee  of  impost  and  tonnage  dnties  which  have  governed  all  wise 
legnlation  upon  the  two  anhjects  from  that  time  to  the  present — ^comely :  Spe* 
dfic  duties  the  rule — ad  valorema  the  exception :  revenue  the  object — ^incidental 
encouragement  to  home  indosby  the  incident :  specifics  od  all  the  leading  and 
Btiple  articles — ad  val»rems  4Hi  the  inferior  remunder :  discrimination  between 
artides  of  Inxttiy  and  neceesitf ,  bo  as  to  pat  the  burthen  on  the  former — and 
betweea  irticlee  made,  or  not  made,  at  home,  eo  as  to  give  encooragement  to 
the  home  article :  and  all  these  dnties  moderate,  so  as  not  to  shackle  trade  m 
■grienltore.  These  were  his  principles  on  impost  duties.  Iliose  on  tonnage 
ecKuigted  of  discriminations  in  favor  of  onr  own  ships,  and  in  favor  of  nations 
Ittving  treaties  of  commerce  with  as,  bo  as  to  encourage  onr  own  sh^baUdiDg 
and  navigation,  and  also  to  attmnlate  all  nations  to  make  commercial  treaties 
with  OS.  And  thus,  every  object  of  impost  le^alation  was  provided  for — ^rev- 
eone  for  the  Govetnment,  enconragement  to  home  indnaby,  exemption  from 
btnthea  to  trade  and  agriculture. 

13ien,  at  the  end  of  that  debate,  (which  began  in  April,  and  ended  in  Hay,) 
it  win  be  shown  that  a  rate  of  duties  was  established,  correeponding  with  these 
piodples — all  moderate,  and  adapted  each  to  its  object :  five  per  centum  on 
the  lowest  class  of  ad  valorenUf  seven  and  a  half  on  the  next,  and  fifteen  for 
dte  higjtest,  and  it  of  luxuries.  The  specific  duties,  applicable  to  die  mass  of 
the  importations,  at  the  same  low  rate ;  and  this  low  rate,  on  the  small  impor- 
UJaoi  of  that  time,  and  with  the  economy  of  that  time,  producing  four  times 
the  amount  of  revenue  necessary  for  the  "  tupport "  of  the  Gk>vemment  I  leav- 
ing ^uee-fourths  to  go  to  the  public  debt  and  Lidian  wars.  Hie  same  rates  of 
datf,  widi  the  same  economy,  ought  to  be  equally  sufficient  now  upon  a  seven- 
fUd  inqioTtation  of  dutiable  goods. 

The  Emperor  Justinian,  in  compiling  his  Institutes,  commended  their  study 
to  the  liberal-minded  youth  of  the  empire  who  aspired  to  employment  in  die 
gOTsmment ;  for  that  emperor,  although  a  great  and  victorious  general,  yet 
placed  the  arts  of  peace  and  government  above  the  exploits  of  war,  and  wished 
to  see  law  and  order,  more  than  arms,  studied  and  cultivated  in  his  dominion. 
Dm  great  Emperor  Napoleon  had  the  same  appreciation  of  legal  and  civil 
MadieB ;  and  hence  the  Four  Codes,  at  the  digest  of  which  he  personally  a»- 
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meted,  sad  the  ooncaptioti  aad  ex«cati(»i  oi  iviuoh  do  so  mnch  hcoior  to  hi 
memory.  In  our  own  goTemment  tli»  career  of  public  employment  ia  open  t 
all,  and  Bliould  'be  prepared  for  bj  all  who  aapire  to  enter  it  Of  elemeotar 
political  vorks  we  have  man;,  and  excellent;  but  most  of  them  only  teae 
prindpleB,  and  that  abBtntctily,  without  practice.  Practical  wo^  are  wante 
to  complete  the  stady,  and  of  these  the  most  ample  and  least  ungratefbl  ma 
be  a  well-ooDsidwed  and  impartial  abridgment  of  the  Debates  of  OoUgros. 

And  here  the  Anthcar  diachai^^  an  oUigalion  of  gratitude  and  juatiee  1 
t^e  eariier  generation  of  our  Btateamen.  He  owes  what  he  ie  to  them.  H 
political  principles  were  learnt  in  their  school — his  knowledge  obtained  frci 
tiieir  works — his  patriotiam  oonflimed  by  Umax  example — his  lore  of  the  Unio 
exalted  by  their  teaahing. 

THE  AUTHOR. 

WASBCKnOEr  Oirr,  Hay,  1856. 
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KBST  C0N6RESS.-FffiST  SESSION. 

HELD  AT  THE  OTT  07  SEW  TORE,  ICABCH  «  TO  SEPTEMBEB  S»,  1789. 


FKBEEIDKNT  OF  TEE  UNHXD  STATES,— GEORCffl  WASHINCraX)!^. 


PBOCEEDINGS*  IN   THE  SENATE. 


,  Hvoh  4, 1780. 

TVt  being  the  dn  Ibr  the  meeting  of  the 
tm  ODngrei^  tho  sHUytiiag  memben  of  the 
Seut«  ■ppMi«d  and  took  ttieir  Mtta :  t 

&1KI  Few  Hampshire,  Jobr  Luwdos  snd 
Pun  TnsAnL. 

T^coiL  Ki— dniectH,  Oalkb  Bmowa. 

nnn  Oonaeetient,  Wiuiuc  8.  laanan  and 
Oum&xAwoKiB. 

Ftam  PeiineylTaiik,  Vu-uam  MxajLT  and 

nvD  Qemgia,  Wnuu  Fkw. 
Tie  membv*  preaent  not  bdng  a  qnmmi, 
^a^Joamed  from  day  to  day,  nntil 


nan  the  Mine  inembcaB  bdng  pretent  as  on 
ttt  tt  octant,  H  waa  agreed  that  a  droolar 


TBramuT,  Usroh  19. 
Be  idfitional  memben  qtpeaiing,  the  netn- 
te  pitMit  a4)oimied  tnxa  daj  to  d^,  nntil 

WEconsDAT,  l£ar»h  18, 
Hun  no  additimifll  members  Kpptexiag,  it 
*■  ipsed  that  amAho'  oircolar  riioola  be 


•  l)ftilatlT*rMn  oftbtoMuiwtf  Qw  Vcdnil 


■m  m-mt  ■  ta  H*  aunrtlTi  i^^tr,  luU  tb*  Mlk  of 
Mmv.  UK  UtfU  tkM  Hum  Otn  win  b«  x)  BeuMa 
*Mb  k  k*  afeit^id ;  bat  rfcn  pminnillnp  nf  flu  bodr 
^  ftOr  k^  la  jBOnab,  Hd  nlMmoB  Anni  tbM  pn>- 


written  to  tiAt  of  the  nearart  abaent  membara, 
partictilail;  dealring  their  attendaooe,  in  oidar 
to  form  a  qaonHD. 

THUsaiUT,  Uaroh  19. 
VtLOAX  Fatkbson,  bam  New  Jvaej,  af- 
peaiedand  took  his  eeat. 

Fbcut,  Karoh  90. 
No  additional  member  i^peared. 

Batdxdat^  March  91. 

BiousD  BiMvrr,  from  Dataware,  ^ipemd 
and  took  his  teal 

A  BDffldent  nambw  of  members  to  form  a 
qnonun  not  appearing,  the  members  preaent 
wyonmed  from  d^  to  da;,  nntil 

Battissat,  Uaroh  98. 

JoKi-TBix  EufKB,  from  New  Jera^,  appmni 
and  took  hia  aeat. 

No  other  member  q^tearlng,  an  a^ooninUBt 
took  place  from  day  to  day,  nndl 

Mom>A.T,  April  S. 


BiOHABD  Hkhbt  Lkk,  from  Yirrinla,  tlxo 
wpearins,  to(A  bis  seat  and  fiomed  a  qnomm 
<^  the  whole  Senabm  of  the  United  Statn. 

The  aredetttiab  of  the  memberi  present  being 
read  and  wdered  to  be  filed,  the  Senata  pr<v 
oeeded,  1^  ballot,  to  the  4ih<«oe  of  a  Preddent 


JOHB  LuisDON  waa  elected. 

Ordertd.  That  Mr.  Eiuwosts  hifbrm  the 
Honse  <tf  Bq>re»entadTea  HaX  a  qiu»nuD  of  the 
Senate  is  formed;  thata  Piealdent  la  deoted 
for  the  sole  pmpoee  (^  opedng  the  oertifloateo, 
and  oonntiiig  toe  votea  of  the  electors  of  the 
several  States,  in  the  ehoioe  at  a  PMaidant  and 
Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  Statee;  and  that 
the  Senate  is  now  ready,  Id  the  Senate  OhamI>er, 
'    proceed  In  the  preaenoe  of  the  Hoosei  to  dls- 
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oIisr|e  that  duty;  and  that  the  Senite  hare 
■ppomted  one  of  their  memben  to  rit  at  the 
jerk's  table,  to  make  a  list  of  the  vot«8  as  the; 
■hall  be  dedared;  anbinitting  it  to  the  wisdom 
of  flie  Honae  to  appoint  one  or  mrae  of  th^ 
memberB  for  the  like  purpoee. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  reported  that  he  had  deliver- 
ed the  message ;  and  Ur.  Boddikot,  from  the 
Home  of  Representatives,  informed  the  Benate 
that  the  House  is  read;  fOTthwtth  to  meet  them, 
to  attend  the  opening  and  coontiog  of  the  votes 
of  the  eioctors  of  the  PresidaDt  and  T/loe  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

The  Bp«tker  and  the  memben  of  the  Honse 
of  BepreMntatdves  attended  in  the  Senate  Obam- 
ber;  and  the  President  elected  fbr  the  pnrpose 
of  oonnting  the  votes,  declared  that  the  B^iate 
and  Honse  of  Bepraseotatives  had  met  and  that 
he,  in  their  preeenoe,  had  opened  and  counted 
the  votes  of  the  electors  for  Preddent  and  Vice 
President  of  the  Utiitad  Btal«H^  which  were  as 
toUowa: 


Wherebj  it  appeared  that  Gbobqi  WiSH- 
tiTOTOv,  Esq.  was  elected  Preaident,  and  Jouir 
Adams,  Esq.  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Ur.  Madibok,  from  the  Honse  of  Bepreseota- 
tives,  thoB  addressed  the  Senate : 

HB.PBraiDEHT;  J  am  directed  b;  the  HonseoTRep- 
mnolalim  to  iBTonn  the  Sensta,  that  tha  Hoiue 
have  ugned  tliK  the  uotiGcalloiu  of  the  alsdjoa  of 
tb«  PruJdent  ami  of  the  Vkn  Prendeat  of  the  United 
Etatee,  ibonld  be  inide  b;  looh  panoot,  and  in  loeh 
manuar,  is  the  Senate  thaU  be  pleawd  to  direct 

And  he  withdrew. 

Whereapon,  the  Senate  appointed  Chabub 
TaoMSow,  Esq.  to  notify  Obobob  WisHrsoTON, 
Esq.  of  his  election  to  the  office  of  President  of 
the  Dnitod  Stales  of  America,  and  Mr.  Btlva- 
nos  BoDBN,  to  notify  John  Adjlmb,  Esq.  of  Us 
election  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the 
■aid  United  States. 

A  letter  was  received  from  James  Dnane, 
Esq.  enclosing  resolations  of  the  mayor,  al- 
dermen, and  commonalty,  of  the  dty  of  N«w 


Tork,  tendering  to  OongreM  the  naeof  theCk 
HalL 
James  Mathews  was  elected  door-ketper. 

TnxaDAT,  April  7. 
Messrs.    Eu.swobtr,    Patbbsoi^    Maolii 
ntoHO,  Leb,  Basbbr,  Fbv,  and  Wdtsaii 
era  ^)pointad  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  U 

for  orgaoiring  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  State 
Meesn.  Euswobth,  Lu,  Btboho,  Maolai 

and  Bassitt,  were  ^)poinbed  a  oommittee  t 

prepare  rake  fbr  the  government  of  the  t> 
louses  in  cases  of  conference,  and  to  take  ni 

der  confflderatJ(m  the  manner  of  electing  chi) 

l^ns,  and  to  confer  thereupon  with  a  oommittt 

of  the  Honse  of  Representatives. 
The  same  committee  were  also  to  prapai 

rales  for  oondncting  the  busioew  of  the  Senat 

Wedctbdat,  April  8. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  (br  a  Secret 

ry,  and  Butoti.  Altnb  Ona,  Eaq.  was  elected 

Comelina  Maxwell  was  qipointed  n: 


TauBSDAY,  April  9. 
Messrs.  LAiraooiT,  JoBmoR,  and  Few,  wei 
appointed  a  oommittee  to  make  arrangranSD 
for  reoeiving  the  President,  and  were  empoi 
ered  to  corner  with  any  oommittee  cJ  the  Honi 
of  Befveaentativea  that  may  be  app<4nted  f 
that  pnrpoee. 

MoHDAT,  AprU  18. 

Ralph  Iiabd,  from  Sontfa  Carolina,  Chabl 
Oakboll,  from  Maryland,  and  Obobob  Rh 
from  Delawara,  scpeared  and  took  their  net 

The  report  of  ue  oommittee  to  prepare  ml 
for  oondDoting  the  bu^neas  of  the  Senate  w 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  ooosideration. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  Icabd,  and  Maclat,  wc 
iqipointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  any  oa 
mittee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Honse 
Bepresentativea,  npon  the  fhtnre  disposition 
the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  late  Secretary 


Ooni       , 

The  committee  a{>pDinted  to  make  arranj 
ments  for  receiving  uie  Preudent,  were  diie 
ed  to  settle  the  manner  of  receiving  the  V 
President  also. 

Mr.  Cakboll  and  Mr.  Izabd  were  added 
the  Jndiciary  Oonmiittee. 

TOBSDAT,  April  14. 

Tbibtb&m  Daltok,  from  Uassachnsetta,  : 
peered  and  took  his  seat. 

A  letter  waa  written  to  the  mayor  of  the  c 
of  New  York,  by  the  President  of  the  Seni 
acknowledging  the  respect  shown  to  the  O 
ernioent,  aoA  accepting  of  the  offer  made  by  1 
of  the  City  Hall  fiir  the  nse  of  Congress. 

MoBDAT,  April  20. 

JoHir  Hbhbi,  from   Maryland,  end  Jai 

GiTNK,  from  GecHBia,  appeared  aiid  took  tt 


.  000*^10 


DBBATES  OF  GONORESE. 


[SCUZK. 


Utmn.  SnoNB  and  Izakd  were  mK>bit«d  « 
eonnnttee  to  wwt  on  the  Yloe  Praodent,  and 
ec^Mt  kdm  to  the  Senate  Chamber. 


r,  Aiwa  91. 

Ik  eounUtM  ai^Mnnted  to  wadnct  the  Tioa 
PMdeotIo  the  Senate  Ohambar,  aseonted  Hu^ 
cmakdaa,  anA  lb.  Luisdon,  the  Tioe  Preai' 
tet  prw  tempore,  meedng  the  Tioe  Prerideat 
<■  the  floor  of  the  fietiat«  Chamber,  addressed 
UnaifmowiL 

Sm;  I  hare  it  in  ohai^  fi«m  dw  Semite,  to  Id- 
Mlua  yen  to  Aa  chair  (/  thb  Hoon ;  and,  aln, 
ta  HBgnnlata  yon  cm  joor  appointDtant  to  tba 
rfkc  rf  TioB  Fndd«iit  of  tkt  Onilad  StalM  <^ 
iama. 

[&fttt  iiluih  Ifr.  LangdoD  ooDdootod  tha  Vice 
Fi  iiiihit  to  the  dialr,  t^xa  the  'noe  Pnrfdeot 
■4^Mnd  the  Sanata  in  a  ipaeBh  at  ooogntnlaliiHi 
«a  ft*  «n*arfkd  fbnBsttoD  sT  tin  Federal  Unkm,  fta 
^(ptMB  (£  &e  Fedanl  Conatilntlon,  and  file  aiiq>i- 
df  cBCTnwtarce*  anifar  wfaidi  the 


had  led  A>  Aneiloan  anniea  lo  vlotcity,  and  c<to- 
JKted  b]r  flioie  irtw  Iiad  euntrflnited  to  aehlan  In- 


FsntAT,  April  SC 

On  Botfam,  to  reoonddec  the  oommiialon  of  Ibe 
eouahtee  ^ipointed  the  SSd  instant,  to  report 
>bat  titlea  ahall  be  aaoesed  to  the  offices  of 
Prandeat  and  Tu»  PreaidenL  Paaaed  in  the 
affirmrtJTeL 

OnBotiaB,thattbefblIoiriiigw(wda,  "What 
tidea  it  viD  be  profw  to  aukex  to  the  offices  of 
Pnalat  and  <£  Tioe  FTendent  of  the  United 
States;  if  aaj  othar  than  thoae  given  in  the 
■CooadnOoD,"  be  atrnok  out.  PSMed  in  the 
uantiTe. 

On  nnticM,  that  the  words  "  s^le  or  "  before 
tfaevord  "title,"  be  added.    Passed  in  the  af- 


Satcbdat,  April  20. 
Reverend  Sakhxl  Fkotoot  was 


Alctter  from  Charlis  Teombos',  Esq.,  dated 
thtMtht*  April,  1789,  directed  to  the  Presi- 
dotf  of  the  Senate,  pnrportlng  his  having  de- 
fivcnd  to  General  Washiitotov  the  oertilcato 
of  fail  being  elected  I^^ddent  of  the  Oolted 
Ststd,  WW  read,  and  ordered  to  t>e  filed. 

The  eonmuttee  ^ipt^tod  Co  eonaider  t^  the 
tbae^  I^aoe,  and  mumer,  in  which,  and  of  the 
pcnoD  bj  whom,  the  oath  prescribed  bv  the 
Onstitotion  shall  be  administered  to  the  Presi- 
don  of  the  United  States,  and  to  oonfer  with  a 
eOBUttee  of  the  Hottae  ^;ipointed  fbr  that  por- 
poi^rqwrt: 

nM  Aa  PiWdast  hath  been  plaand  to  Agaifj 
Dtknn,  Am  at  any  ttaia  or  pkea  which  both  Hoowi 
"J  lUak  proper  to  ^ipraut,  and  an;  raanatr  which 
M  q^nr  moM  eligible  to  them,  will  b*  aonveid- 


reomrite  pnpara- 

pn>baUTlwiaalBbWb(*ThtiiBiU7nast; 

that  the  Preaidiid  be  on  Oat  dn  tatmtHj  reoetrad 
bf  both  Hotuws  in  (ha  Soiata  Chamber  ;  that  Oa 
Itatmaentatlva^  Cbambsgr  being  ei^iahle  of  raodvii^ 
die  neatar  nnmbor  cf  perKHu,  llut,  dienfore,  the 
Pia^eot  do  taJu  ihe  oath  in  that  place,  and  in  the 
pceuDoe  of  bodi  Hooe**. 

That,  after  the  fonnal  reoaption  of  the  Preildanl 
Id  lb*  S«nata  Chamber,  ha  Im  attended  br  both 
HonaM  to  tba  Bepreaentativet'  Chamber,  and  that  die 
oalh  be  admhdstered  b;  the  ChuoellDr  of  the  State 
oTNewToik. 

Iba  oonunhte*  far&er  report  It  at  ibelr  o^nkn, 
Aat  it  will  be  proper  thAt  ■  committae  of  both  HooMS 
be  appointed  to  take  order  ibr  ooodnetii^  tiie  bosL- 
nSM.    Bead  and  acoeptcd. 

Whereapon,  Mr.  Lac,  Mr.  Ixabd,  and  Ur. 
Daltok,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  together 
wiUi  a  oommittee  that  may  be  appointed  cm  tha 
part  of  the  Eooae  of  B^reaeutadvet,  wen 
empowerad  to  take  order  for  ooadnating  tiba 
boMneas. 

An  order  of  the  Hoose  of  Rem  caontaflTe^ 
cononrring  la  the  appointment  of  a  oommittee 
00  their  part  to  ocmfer  with  a  oommittae  ui- 
pointed  on  the  Uth  instant,  on  the  pert  of  t£« 


which  it  appeared,  that  Ux.  Bbbmut,  Mr. 
Amis,  Kr.  Itimxm,  Vi.  Oabhou,  and  Hr. 
SHKmtAir,  were  ^pointed  on  the  part  of  the 


K<nniAT,  April  87. 

The  committee  i^>pointed  to  take  order  fbr 
oondncting  the  ceremonial  of  the  formal  reoep- 
tion,  &0.,  of  the  President,  reported : 

That  it  appears  to  thsm  M«te  elfa^  Oat  tha 
oath  dumld  bo  **    '  * "     


the   R^reuotativu' C  ,  , 

to  tbe  reipective  Hooms  tb«  propria^  of  anthcriBig 
their  cotnmitlea  to  take  order  ai  to  the  place  where 
tbaoath  ihall  be  adminiitand  to  the  Piedden^  the 
reaolation  of  Satnrdaj  ungning  tha  Bapntantaovai^ 
Chamber  m  tha  place,  notwlthitandlog.     Bead  and 

SttatMd,  That  after  die  oaOl  ahall  havo  been  ad- 


Bepreseotatiies,  proceed  to  St  PaoTi  Ch^a1,to  hear 
divina  Hrvice,  to  be  peribrmad  by  the  Obtain  of 
Coognaa  already  ^^ntod.  Sent  to  the  Uooas  of 
ReineaantatiTei  for  o 


TrmtAT,  April  38. 

Received  from  the  Hotue  of  Kepreaeatativei, 

the  report  of  ajoint  oonunittee  on  the  ceremo-  ' 

nial  to  be  observed  in  administering  the  oath, 

i&c.,  to  the  Prerident;  and  a  l^ijl  to  regolata 


Goo'^lc 


^KIDOHENT  07  TH2 


Sb'ar.J 


Thubsdat,  April  80. 

Mr.  lam,  in  behalf  of  the  egmmitlae  ^tpoint- 
«d  to  Mke  order  Ibr  condneting  the  oeremonUl 
of  the  formal  reoq>doii,  &o^  of  the  Freddent 
of  the  Umt«d  BtatM,  hamg  informed  the 
Benate  that  the  same  was  a^nated,  the  HooM 
of  Repr«eentatiTes  wwe  notifled  that  fbe  Senate 
were  readj  to  reorive  them  In  t^  Senate 
Chamber,  to  att«iid  the  Preeideiit  of  the  TTidted 
Statee,  while  taking  the  oath  reqnired  by  the 
Oooatitatkin.  Vherenpon,  the  House  of  Sep- 
resentativea,  preceded  hj  Hail  Speaker,  oame 
fnto  the  Bwwte  Ohamber,  and  took  the  wats 
ai^ed  them,  and  the  joint  ocnnmittee,  pre- 
ceded hj  their  chairman,  agreeablj  to  oraer, 
introdooed  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  Senate  Ohunber,  where  he  waa  received 
by  the  Vioe  Prewdent,  who  oondnoted  him  to 
the  ohidr,  when  the  Vioe  Freadent  informed 
him,  that  "the  8enat«,  and  Hotue  at  R^rcaen- 
tativee  of  tlie  United  Stat«a,  were  ready  to  at- 
tend him  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Oon- 
■titalion,  and  that  it  wonld  M  admiidalared  by 
the  OhanoeUor  of  the  State  of  New  Toik." 
To  vUdi  the  Prerideot  re[died,  he  was  ready 
to  prooead;  and  being  att«ided  to  the  gallery 
in  front  of  the  Senate  Ohamber,  by  the  Vioe 
Frerident  and  Senators,  the  Speaker  and  Bap- 
reeentativea,  and  the  other  {rablio  oharaoters 
present,  the  oath  was  adnunistored.  After 
which,  f     "        "  •  ■      '  ■■' 

fhorgt 
Statti." 

The  PmaiDiirT,  having  returned  to  his  seat, 
after  a  short  paose  aroee,  and  addreeaed  the 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepreeentatives  as  fol- 
lows ;• 

r^Hmo-CitiMKii  ifOaSmala,  md 
qf  Ot  Hatite  of  Supra 
Among  ^  TidMJtadsa  iaddint  to  Jilt, 
oonkl  Iwn  fillsd  ma  with  gmater  amdatiea 
of  wUoh  the  notttcaticni  wu  tMMmitted  by  jroar 
Oidar,  and  noitni  on  dw  Uth  day  of  As 
vuk^    Oa  the  ono  hand,  1  wai  ■ammoi^ 
enintry,  whow  vidos  I  can  urer  hear  bo*  irii 
ntioD  ud  lore,  bom  a  letteat  whkh  I  had  cboaen 


Vmy 


my  dsolining  yean :  a  ratratt  whiob  wu  reDdsred 
rnrj  day  man  oaoecuiy,  u  well  as  more  dsai  to 
me,  by  the  addltioo  uf  habit  to  iuoGuatioD,  and  of 
&«qaent  interraptioDl  in  my  hetlth,  to  the  gradnai 
waita  oommitted  on  it  b;  tims.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  mignitDdg  and  difflaolty  of  the  trnct  to  whioh 
thav^M  of  my  oonntiy  called  ms,  bcdng  eoScient 
to  awaken  In  we  wi»M  and  moft  ezpuiaiued  of  her 
dllten*  a  dittnulfal  aonilinj  into  W»  qaalifioaUon^ 
oonld  not  bnt  orswhalm  widi  deqwDdsDos  mte,  wlio, 
ln>uriWng  infarior  endowmeott  firan  natnia,  and  nn- 
[oaotiaedin lh« dntiM of  drfl  admlidittation, 


•Thli  ■ddnn  b«ln(  In  the  aitim 
MoAied  to  c«iBTil  raoomm^ndBtloiu,  otitj  tli«  iMtfnaing 
■  ■  la  of  the  fcther  of  hli  omntiy, 


ha*  bem »  hitUU  Aidy  to oolloet  mjivtjhm 
joH  ratw^tSoD  of  erery  drcmnManot  by  whid 
might  b*  effeclad.  Allldare  bops  !•  that  if;  in 
•cnting  thii  tuk,  I  hare  been  too  moefa  awayed  b 
grateAil  nmembraooe  of  former  iutuncea,  or  by 

-•.-^ Nuibility   to  thii  trnKcaodent  proa 

~  of  my  feUov-oiluBD*,  and  have  the 


KHHohad  my  moapaoinr  ea  i 
the  wei^^  and  DDM»d  ci 

H«mr  irill  be  sidliBted  tiy  tbe  motiTea  nbich  n 
me,ar"- -     - 


To  ttie  preoeding  olaemtioiii  I  ha**  ona  to  a 
wbioh  wiL  be  moat  TToperly  addrened  to  die  Ho 
of  RmraaentatiTe*.  It  eoooenu  myielf,  and  * 
thardbie,  b«  u  brief  u  poMible.  Vhm  I  wae  f 
bonond  widi  a  oall  into  tile  Mrrice  of  aj  connl 
tlwn  on  Iba  are  of  an  anhioai  itTnggle  fi>r  f ti  libert 
the  B^t in  'rioA I eoutwiipjatediny  datj  leqni 
that  I  ibovld  leDoimce  ere^  psoaniaiy  Mmpen 
tion.  From  diia  rewdntioo  I  have  in  no  Initanoe 
parted.  And  being  Rill  under  the  liiijiiiiMiiiin  wb 
podooed  it,  I  mint  deoline,  ai  iu^iplicable  to  myi 
any  ehare  in  the  pewonai  emolimieDti  wluch  tamj 


any  ehare  in  the  pewonai 

Inditpewbly  inclnded  ii 


permanent  providoo 
department;  and  mutt  aoooidiq 
pray  that  the  pecnojaiy  Mttmatet  foe  the  riMioi 
winch  I  am  placed  may,  daring  my  oontinnanae  in 
be  limited  to  inch  aotul  expanditniea  aa  the  pn] 
good  maj  be  thon^H  to  require. 

Having  thu  fmpaitod  to  yon  my  wuitimen^ 
they  bave  bean  awakened  by  tin  oooadon  wb 
bringi  m  tomtter,  I  ehaH  take  ay  pnsent  len 
but  not  wimont  retorting  oooe  more  to  the  ben 
Parent  of  tbe  bnman  raee,  in  ImmUe  ai^fdicati 
that  dnee  He  bas  been  ploued  to  &nir  the  Ameii 
people  with  oppoitanitiea  for  deliberating  in  pari 
tianqidllity,  and  di^iodlion*  fir  deddiog  with  i 
parafided  nnaniraity  on  a  frain  cf  Oovemmant 

their  b^iUMm,  so  kiadiTina  bleulngmayba  eqoa 
oon^ooDD*  In  the  anlajgedTiew«,tMtempermtea 
ralMioni,  and  die  wiae  meaauei,  on  wMob  the  ■ 
oeteof  lUaOoreinment  nuutdHiend. 

a.  VAmWQTOS 
.^inl  80, 17B9. 

The  Preddent,  the  Vioe  Frendent,  the  Si 
ato,  and  House  of  Bepreeentativesk  ix^  tt 
proceeded  to  St.  Faol's  Oh^pel,  where  diri 
service  was  performed  by  the  chaplain  of  Oi 
greas,  after  which  the  President  was  reoondn 
ed  to  his  house  by  the  oommittee  appointed : 
that  purpose. 

The  Vioe  Fretddent  and  Senate  retained 
the  Senate  Ohamber ;  and, 

Upon  motion,  nnanimonaly  agreed,  Thai 
oommittee  of  three  ehonld  be  appointod  to  p 

Sare  an  answer  to  the  President's  speecL  J 
OHHBON,  Hr.  Fi.TBBSOD',  aud  Kr.  OiitBo: 
weredeoted. 

THTrasDiT,  May  T. 

The  oommittee  appoiDt«d  to  confer  with  m 

oommittoe  as  might  be  ^)pointed  on  the  part 

the  House  of  Representatives,  to  report  irt 

style  <a  titles  it  will  be  proper  to  annex  to  t 


DEBATES  OF  C0N0BE8S. 


dKees  of  PrMidcnt  snd  of  Vt«e  Fnrfdent  of 
tbe  TTnited  States,  if  aaj  otb«r  thgn  those  gireD 
m  the  Conatitotioii,  rapcrted. 
Thich  rtport  was  ordered  to  lie  fer  ooDud- 


nnr  to  the  Preddent's  meech,  diUvered  to  the 
Smttm  and  Hodm  of  KepresentBtives  of  tiie 
United  Sutes,  reported  *a  Mows; 

ax:  Te,  IheSentte  ct  tbe  Ooited  StaUn,  lehm 
m  car  limgie  Uiaiiki  Tor  vonr  exeellent  ipeveb 
Mmad  to  both  Hoium  of  CoDgrem;  cxutgr^olate 
T«a  on  tike  eoinplete  ocguuutioa  of  ths  Fodanl 
GcmrmBKnt ;  and  feGcltkte  onndirei  »ai  oar  (eOow- 
diaBM  CO  jToor  deratifla  to  tte  dDet  of  Pt«Bdsiit ; 
la  lAtt  tugfalT'  fanponant  bj  tfa*  pawn  onutitii- 
iaeaSj  mnxcd  to  it,  ud  exbamdj  bonnblt  fton 
Ab  OMuer  ID  vbkh  tha  apiicdntlHDt  >•  mada.  Tbe 
B^moM  mft^e  of  tbe  (lectin  bo^r  in  7«<v 
bn,  ii  pecoBuij  csnnBTe  of  tb«  eratltiiila,  ood- 
fideBce,aiid  aflbction  </  tbe  dtimu of  Amerioa, and 
h  Aa  liiftliial   toitinKBiial  at  osoe  i£  jonr  merit  and 


well  ai  tbe  oeoaadtj,  of  a  il 
ralia  of  iliMrlbntt**  jnttloe.     Wa  beg  yon  tt 
fond  tbat  tlie  Senate  wOl,  at  nS  tfiiiB%  cllMfftiUr  co- 


We« 


nabh,* 


1  with  Oe  fimdart  piedilac- 


Maligna  will  tead  to  avert  tbe  dangeri  to  vhicb  ve 
ne  npiiae^  to  gire  itabili^  to  tlia  preaent  Qovem- 
TWt,  end  dlfpotj  and  jfjleodor  to  tbat  emmtiy,  vluoh 


■nlaalh  pr(fai«d  tlie  pec^  of  tbia  eouatij  for 
MHiaiaf ;  whaw  «e  eentwaplata  Aa  riie,  pn- 
paM,  Md  t«nInmliaB  sf  tbe  late  war,  wbioh  gara 

ank  *iA  jws  aDSi^daUr  led  ta  acknowledge  aad 
■diae  die  grnt  AiUlar  ef  Ae  sniTene,  \tj  irikom 
inpaaikeaadfblL  A  leriev  of  the  man;  rigcal 
hHiLiirfdrriaeintetpo^tiwiin&Tncrftbitooap- 
1    k;  diia*  oar  moat  fioM  gtatitnd* ;  BDd  permit  na, 

—  *- -* ■^-' the  great  enota  wldob 

...    .  .....  t ^  ^ 


tatae  exBcntioa  of  the  famt  repoMd  In  da,  we 
Ad  ■riaaiia  to  pnnoe  diat  entufied  aod  liberal 

"^ bidi  renr  ■peach  k>  buplj  diraota    We 

MdMtflwpoaperitr  of  each   State  Ii  1b- 
~  wuhtbe  wolfkre  of  all,  aiMitbat, 


Om  bnav.     la  fnU  , 

D  direat  oarMhea  of  leoal 
tfi,  and  to  view  the  great 
■■■liliy  of  oommonltita  aod  intareiti  con — '-'^' 
te^vdn^Bewith  an  eqnal  078.  We  feel, 
foe,  aad  aeknowleto  tte  jwbiew  of  the  o 
^  dtat  thi  fimida&iD  of  oar  national  policy  dunld 
h  U  In  prifBta  wnaE^.  If  ii^Mdnali  be  nnt  ia- 
heMribj  moral  priacopla^  it  ii  tn  'nin  tobcft  fbr 
fdGetiiiBe;  itii^  tbewfori^  the  dn^  tj  legiilatoia 


t  and  example,  die  ntUi^, 
if  a  itrict  adhweDo*  to  tfaa 


God,  eameady  baaaecbing  him  loog  to  pfaaerre  a 
•□  Talnable  and   dear  to   the  peo^  of  Oe    United 
Statea  ;  and  that  yonr  adminlibalica  m^  be  proe- 
ironi  to  the  oation,  and  gloriotu  to  TOtuielC 
Read  and  aee^ted ;  and 

Ordered,  That  the  Tioe  Preaident  ahonid  atBs  hla 
ligDatoTB  to  the  addraaa,  in  behalf  of  tlia  Senate. 

Tewat,  Vaj  8. 

The  report  of  Qie  oommittee  upoiuted  to 
determlDe  "  What  stjle  or  title  it  will  be  proper 
to  annei  to  the  offloM  of  Prendent  and  Viae 
Prealdetit  of  tbe  United  SUtes,  If  any  other 
duD  those  given  in  the  Oonatitntion ; "  and  to 
oon&r  with  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
reaentftdves  utpointed  tar  the  same  porpoe^ 
wM  ooiudderea,  aod  dlaagreed  to. 

The  qaestioD  waa  taken,  "WhetJier  tlM 
President  of  the  United  States  aball  be  addrea^ 
ed  hj  the  title  of  Sit  Seetllmei/  f "  aod  It 
passed  In  tbe  negative. 

On  motion  that  a  oommittee  of  tliree  be  aa- 

rinted  to  oonsider  and  report  under  what  tdue 
frill  be  proper  far  the  Senate  to  address  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Ur.  Lxk,  Ur. 
Eluwobtb,  and  Mr.  Jdessok,  were  elected. 


S&TUBDAT,  Hay  0, 


ed  the  report  of  the  oommittee  aj^pointed  to 
oondder  what  style  <»  title  it  will  be  proper  to 
annex  te  tiie  c^oee  of  President  and  VkM 
Preaident  of  the  United  States,  if  any  otber 
than  those  given  in  the  Oonstitntion. 

Or^wtd,  Tbat  lb.  Fsw,  Mr.  Hacut,  and  Ur, 
SnioHo,  be  a  oommtttee  to  tIbw  tbe  ^Nolmant*  la 
the  City  HaQ,  and  to  K^tbr  with  any  oommittee  that 
may  be  appointed  by  tbe  Howe  «r  Bnaawailalliw 
fbr  that  pnipoac^  and  nqiort  how  tbe  aame  ahall  be 
•l^ropriatad. 

The  committee  appointed  to  oonaider  nnder 
what  title  it  will  be  proper  fbr  the  Senate  to 
address  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reported ;  the  consideration  of  which  was  post- 
poned nntil  Mood^  nexL 

Tbe  Seeretarj  waa  oharged  with  a  message  to 
the  Honse  of  Bepreeentadves,  with  the  order  of 
Senate  paaaed  the  7th  inatant,  on  " 
adopted  by  the  Senate  in  reodving  « 
tions  (hnn  that  Kmse. 

Orient,  That  Ur.  bn,  Ur.  EuawoaffH,  a^  Ur. 
JomnoK,  be  a  oommittee  ta  oonbr  with  any  oecn- 
nlttee  to  be  andnted  by  Om  Honic  <£  Repnaanta- 
tires,  on  ttwdStkranoe  of  opinion  now  nbalsting  b^ 
tweeo  tbe  two  Hoiuea,  reipBathig  die  title  of  tl 
Praddent  of  the  !Mted  Statea ;  and, 
reoonaUentiea,  tbe  In 
apead  to,  aa  Ulowa  t 


1,  Goo'^  Ic 


ABBIDOHHNT  Ot  THB 


wMi         .  .      __ 

tm*  ma;  •pfxdiit  r«r  flimt  poipoHL* 

Tbe  aoent»rj  oirried  to  the  Eddm  of  Rep- 
rooentotJYO  tbe  ^K^tm«nt  of  a  oommittM, 
ma  the  part  of  the  Bencte,  to  Tiaw  the  roome  hi 
-the  dij  H>U,  and  to  o(nifbr  npon  their  ■4>pro- 
prlUioii; 

The  rMeotioD  of  the  report  of  tlie  committee 
appotaitea  to  oonndOT  what  stjle,  &o^  it  will  be 
prww  to  annex  to  the  offioea  of  Premdent  and 
of  TicePreaiclent; 

And  the  appoutment  of  a  ooromittee  on  &e 
part  of  the  Senate  to  confer  on  a  title  under 
whlohit  will  be  proper  toaddreas  the  President 
of  the  United  State*. 

ICORDAT,  Vaj  11. 

Oixkrti,  That  tb«  ceoddentiMi  of  the  npoit  of 

the  omutJtM  iqioa  "  Qu  title  by  wUah  it  will  be 

jonpsr  Gn  the  Sanats  to  addraai  tha  Pradden^'*  be 

TnxsDAT,  H&f  IS. 

OrJtrwd,  TliM  tlw  oommittM  appoiirted  tha  9th  cf 
Hay,  to  ooDiider  "  bj  wtut  tillB  It  will  be  pnipei 
te  the  Santa  to  addraM  the  Preridant  of  Oka  United 
Statai,  be  iiutrsoted  to  oooAr  with  the  oommlttea 
of  the  BoDM  of  BaprenutatiTM,  mgnttHj  to  the 
fRnodtiaa  in  their  meaaaoe  of  thia  day. 

X  motiDn  fbr  the  nnmuttaa,  ipptrintad  to  addnw 
tha  Praddsnl,  to  piooeed,  wa*  poatponed  to  Tlmn- 

iHusanLT,  IUt  14. 

The  oonunltte^  imxdnted  the  Mh  Instant,  to 
determine  "under  what  tdtle  it  will  be  proper 
fi>r  the  Senate  to  addreaa  the  Prendent,"  and 
to  oonfer  with  a  oonunittee  of  tlie  Honee  of 
B^neeentatiTea  "rnxxi  the  disagreeing  votm 
<rf  tlie  Senate  and  Efonea^"  infbrmed  the  Seneto 
that  thej  had  oonfigrred  with  a  oonunittee  of 
the  Honse  <rf  Bqii'eeantatiTM^  bat  oonld  not 
agree  upon  a  report. 

The  oomndttee  qiptrinted  the  Hh  instant, 
"to  oonrider  and  report  nnder  what  title  it 
will  be  propw  fiw  the  Senate  to  eddien  the 
Frendoit  of  the  United  States  c^  America," 
reported: 

That,  in  the  ooinlMt  of  tiie  oamnittM,  it  wffl  be 
proper  thna  to  addieaa  flie  Plerident  i  mt  Sgimim, 
At  PftBdtml  cjf  Oa  Uniltd  BtHm  <f  Amanea,  «ai 
PnUelor  iffOuir  lAurtim.^ 

Wliioh  report  was  postponed;  and  the  fid- 
lowing  rescdve  was  agreed  to,  to  wit: 

Ftam  a  4Bo«Bt  n^aot  fbr  tha  ojAiIm  and  prao- 
tiet  «f  oivOlMd  natioiM,  wba  A«r  oodar  nonarDhioil 
SB  npnblioan  finna  of  Ooreramaat,  whoae  oa»- 
tom  ii  to  emwx  titlaa  of  levaotablllty  to  &m  offioa 
«f  thdr  Chief  Hagiattato  ;  ajid  that,  on  tatonxmrae 
wifii  ronigu  natiaaa,  a  dne  mq)eet  Ibr  th«  m^a«^ 
of  tha  pw^le  of  tha  Unitod  State*  may  not  be 
hanrded  by  an  q^waranoe  of  nngnlarity,  tha  Sen- 
ate hare  been  iodiiced  to  ba  of  ofdnun,  that  It  would 
ba  proper  M  annex  a  fi^eotabla  title  to  the  cffioe  of 


..  _    .     .  _  ,  bat,  the   Sa 

deilTOoi  of  pnearring  haimooy  with  Ae  Bona 

n ..- —    where  the  practice  lately  obaei 

'  'nm  to  tha  Pratldent  waa  w 
titlai,  think  it  proper,  for 
praaant,  to  act  In  aodftmilqr  wid  'On  yiwMot 
Aet  Honsa ;  tlieiriSne, 

Raoletd,  That  the  preaent  addreaa  be  "  7b 
PnnJtM  If  lit*  UmM  Slata,'  viflunit  edditin 
lilla. 

A  motion  waa  tnade  to  strike  ont  the  prei 
hie  aa  fiir  as  the  words  "bat  the  Senab 
which  passed  in  tbe  negative : 

And  on  motion  for  the  mun  qaeatii» 
passed  in  the  aJBrmattve. 

The  committee  ^tpointed  to  oonader  and 
port  a  mode  of  oairyiiig  into  efEect  the  pit 
sion  in  the  second  olanse  of  the  third  section 
the  first  artiole  of  the  Oonatituti(»,  reported 

Wherenpwi, 

Bmelwtd,  Tbii  At  Seoatora  ba  Prided  Into  tl 

Tbe  Bnt  to  oonriat  of  Mr.  Idncdon,  Mr.  Jofam 
lb.  Horrii,  Hr.  Henry,  Hr.  liari,  and  Ur.  Oni 

The  aeoood  of    Mr.  VlDgat^  Hr.  Stnoft 
PatoraoD,  Hr.  BaaMtt,    Ur.  Lee,  Hr.  Bntkr,   : 
Hr.  Few; 

And  the  thiid  of  Mr.  Dalton,  Mr.  Ellnnirtii,  : 
Ehner,  Hr.  Uvllay,  Hr,  Bead,  Mr.  Carroll,  and  ] 
Qrayfon. 

liat  three  papen  «f  as  aqnal  siie,  nomberad 
£,  and  8,  be,  by  the  Semetaiy,  roUad  op  andpot  inl 
box,  and  drawn  by  Hr.  langdon,  Hr.  Wi^te,  i 
Mr.  DaHoo,  in  bdtalf  of  the  leapeeliTe  olaaaa, 
whkdi  ea^  (/ than  an  plaoed ;  and  diat  the  dai 
ahall  <raeaM  dicfreeata  ia  dw  Senate,  aooordmi 
the  ndar  of  nniidieia  drawn  Gjr  them,  b^iniungi 
No.1. 

And  that,  when  Senattna  ahall  taike  thdr  ■ 
timn  Statei  th&t  have  not  yet  appc^ted  Sense 
they  ahall  ba  plaaed  by  lot  in  tbe  foiegdng  dei 
bat  in  snah  manner  ai  diaH  keep  the  claiaee  aa  nei 
eijnal  ai  may  be  in  mmbera. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  will 
committee  of  the  fioose  of  BepreHentatii 
in  preparing  proper  roles  to  be  established 
the  enrolment,  &ti.  of  the  acta  of  Oongr 
reported;  which  report  was  ordered  b>  lie 
ocHirideration. 

Ordmd,  That  Oe  oonmittaa  mointad  to  i 
an  aniwaT  to  Hu  Pieddent'*  q>eeon,  nit  pa  i 
and  reqnaat  him  to  apptAit  the  time  when  It  wU 
asraeable  to  leONie  the  addieu  of  Oe  Senate, 
Ui  own  honae. 

'FiODiT,  IQt  IB. 

appointed  to  draft  an 
to  the  Prendent'a  speech  Airther  r^ort 
wheraopon  it  was 

Agntd,  That  Om  Senate  ihooU  wait  on  tba  I 
■idcnt  at  hli  own  hooaeon  Hondn-nex^at  a  qna 
after  11  o'olook,  and  that  the  ^ca  Preddent  i 
pretant  tha  addreM  of  tbe  Senate,  a<  agreed  to 
the  TthinMant. 

Tbe  Senato   prooeeded    to    detennine 
cksees,  agreeably  to  tha  resdva  ctf  yeeteid 
on  the  mode  d  otrrjing  into  efibot  the  fX 


The    I 


Goot^lc 
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r,  im] 


den  et  tbe  MMod  olanM  of  tbo  tlkiid  Motion 
of  the  fint  article  at  the  OmstitatioQ ;  and  the 
mmben  being  drawn,  the  rlnfimti  were  deter- 
BDud  as  fbOowe : 

Lot  Kix  1,  drawn  b;  Hr.  Ualtofl,  contained 
Hr.  DattUL  lb.  Ellnrorth,  Hr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Mao- 
kr.  Mr.  Bead,  Mr.  Oarrda,  and  Mr.  Gravaon; 
whose  leata  ahaD,  aooordii^7,  be  Tacat«d  in  tbe 
Soiate  at  (he  ezi^ration  of  Uie  second  year. 

Lot  No.  9.  drawn  bj  Mr.  Wiiigat«,  contained 
lb-.  WiDMte,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Pat«rson,  Kr. 
BaNett  Mr.  Lee,  Kr.  Sutler,  and  Mr.  Few; 
wboae  eeata  ah^  aocordlngtj,  be  vftcated  in 
the  Soiate  at  tlua  expiration  of  the  fourth 
yaar. 

Lot  Ko.  8,  drawn  b;  Mr.  I^nsdon,  oont^ned 
Jtr.  iMDgioa,  itr.  Ji^maon,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
H(B?j,  Mr.  Ixard,  and  Hr.  6nnn ;  whoee  seats 
dwU,  aeoonUn^j,  be  vacated  in  the  Senate  at 
n  irf  the  irth  year. 


MoBDAr,  May  1& 
AgieeaMy  to  the  order  of  the  ISth  instant,  the 
Sonte  wtited  <hi  the  President  of  the  United 
BtMa  at  his  own  bouse,  when  the  Vice  Preei- 
deol^  in  th^  name,  deliTered  to  the  Preddent 
the  address  agreed  to  on  the  7tb  instant.  To 
whkh  the  Precddent  of  the  United  States  was 
[leased  to  Toake  tbe  following  reply : 

:    I  thank  you  for  jmr  addnu.  In 

The 


t  obliging  ten 
m  wBohledtt 


U  aawidODi  a 
my  ftuow-dds 


•MB  tOfCBMga  ,  , 

— ""  ■  '■—  tlian  a  diSdane*  of  my  aHlitiei  had 
m^  ma  to  udo^Ue.  I  now  feel  mjarit  ioei- 
piaiiUy  bu^  id  a  belief  that  Hnven,  wbiob  lu* 
■■•  M  maeb  fer  ooi  inbnt  natioii,  will  Dot  with- 
DM  be&oe  our  political 
din  a         ^ 


^  AU  the  Senate  wiD  M  all  tiD)U  oo-opeiBte  in 
••n  iimaaiie  which  may  taod  to  promote  tbe 
«wn  at  fiiu  oonfedeialed  rapablia.  Thai  nip- 
fsrbd  by  a  firm  trast  in  the  grwt  ArUter  of  tho 
■aiu^  aided  b;  the  consctiTe  wiadom  of  tbe  Unimi, 
ai  inplariRg  the  ditiiM  beuediotioii  on  mir  jtnnt 
BwtHOi  bi  Uia  lenioe  of  an  sonotrr,  I  teadily 
Sifip  widi  yon  in  the  ardnon*  but  pleailng  latk  of 

Q.  WASHINQTON. 

Tbubsdat,  May  81. 

Tnuut  GJKATaoB,  from  Yirgjnia,  appeared 
ad  took  his  seaL 

Smind,  That  all  bUk  on  a  noond  readbig  ihall 
tacemideredby  (he  Senate  In  the  eama  manniir  ■■ 
if  A*  S«Mte  were  in  a  oonnnittee  of  the  whole, 
Mm  they  afaall  be  tal 
Ite  "nialii,  agneably  t 


]£{sraxT,  May  35. 
"Sbt  Bmaba  to-daf,  fbr  tha  first  tinu^  (nt«Ted 


cation  covering  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  on  the  negotiations  of  the  Qovemor  of 
tiie  Western  Territory  with  certain  northern 
and  northwestern  Indians,  and  tbe  treatde* 
made  In  ooDseqneuoe  thereof  at  Fort  Harmar, 
on  the  Stb  of  January,  17BB,  whidi  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  die  table. 

TWiSDAT,  May  28. 

The  8«tate  proceeded  in  the  oonsideratloa  of 

the  bill  for  l^ing  a  doty  on  goods,  wares  and 

merohandlses  imported  into  the  United  Btatea; 

and,  after  debate,  acljonmed. 

ViDHssDAT,  Jnne  8. 

Ordortd,  Tiut  Mr.  LxireDoir  administer  tbe 
oath  to  tbe  Viae  President;  which  was  done 
accordingly. 

And  Uie  Vice  Prendeot  admlniatared  the 
oath  aooording  to  law,  to  the  following  mun- 
bers:  toMesen.  Luiodor,  Wni&AT^SrBOBa, 
Daltoit,  JoBBBoir,  Ellbwobxb,  Fatkbsov, 
Maclat,  MoBBis,  KXAS,  Babbbtt,  Oabbou, 
Hairar,  Lxa,  Gbatsoit,  Ieabd,  Fxw,  Gdnit. 

The  same  oath  wa&^  by  the  Vice  Preddent, 
administered  to  the  Secretary,  tog^er  with 
the  oath  of  office. 

IbinsAT,  Jane  8, 

Pmoa  BuTiA  from  Sonth  OaroHna,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat 

Tbe  Vice  President  adminiBt«red  tbe  oath  to 
Mr.  Batler. 

TmtsDAT,  June  16. 
The  Senate  entered  on  executive  buriness. 
A  oommimication  from  tbe  Preddent  informed 
them  that  Mr.  JamsaoK  wished  to  return 
home,  and  he  proposed  WnxiAK  Sbobi,  Esq, 
to  take  his  plaoe  aa  n^iiiister  to  France,  La^ 
on  the  table. 

WnnrasDAT,  June  17. 

The  Senate  went  Into  executive   burineea. 

They  examined  into  tbe  fitness  of  Mr.  Shobt 

to  supply  tbe  place  of  Mr.  Jkfvbbsos,  but  came 

to  no  conoludon. 

Thuxsdat,  June  18. 

The  Senate  went  ^^   exeontire  btufawi^ 

and  oonfirmed  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Sooir 

to  take  charge  of  onr  affairs  at  the  oonrt  ot 

Erailce,  during  the  abseaoe  of  the  minister, 

TnuBSUAT,  Jane  30. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  condderation 
of  the  bill  for  establishing  an  Executive  De- 
partment, to  be  denomimOed  the  Department 


.Gt,)0' 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Fridat,  Jolj  17. 

On  motion,  tbnt,  on  the  final  qneetjon  upon 
•  bin  or  reaolve,  anj  member  tbui  have  a  right 
to  ent«r  hU  protest  or  dissent  on  tlie  jomnal, 
with  reosonB  in  support  of  sncb  dissent,  pro- 
vided the  same  be  oSered  withb  two  days  uF- 
ter  Qie  determination  on  snoh  final  question : 

PasMd  in  the  negative. 

TunnAT,  JqIt^  SI. 
Tba  Benate  entered  on  ezecntive  bminess, 

•Bd 

Ordend,  That  the  Seoretarr  of  Foreign  Af- 
&ira  attend  the  Senate  to-morrow,  and  bring 
with  him  mch  p^>eTs  as  are  reqolsitA  to  give 
ftiB  information  matiTe  to  the  consnlar  con- 
Tentitai  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

WmmanAT,  July  29. 
Tbo  Benate  were  to-day  mogll;  engaged  in 
•xeontlT*  bnaineaa.  The  Secretary  of  Fordgn 
AfiUrs  att«nded,  agreeably  to  order,  and  made 
the  ueoesearr  explanatioiu;  and  the  following 
reoobilion  was  entered  into.* 

SiTUBnAT,  July  SC. 
fiurue  Kma,  &om  'Sew  York,  appeared,  and 
took  bis  seaL 

U011D1.T,  Jnly  iT. 
Philip  SomrrucB,  from  New  York,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 

ruiBMT,  July  as. 

On  motion,  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Kew  York  proceeded  to  draw  lots  for  their 
duaas,  in  conformity  to  the  resolve  of  the  14th 
of  Uay ;  and  two  lots,  Ko.  S,  and  a  blank, 
beinf,  by  the  Secretary,  rolled  np  and  pat  into 
the  box,  Mr.  Schutlxb  drew  blank ;  and  iSr. 
Enro  haTiag  drawn  No,  S,  his  seat  shall  ao- 
oordingly  be  vacated  in  the  Senate  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  sixth  year. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  pnt  two  other 
lots  into  the  bos,  marked  Kos.  1  and  2 ;  and 
Ur.  SoHDTLEB  having  drawn  lot  No.  1,  bis  seat 
shall  according  be  vacated  in  the  Senate  at 
the  eq>iration  t^tbe  second  year. 

H<nn>AT,  Angnst  8. 

The  Sonata  entered  on  ezecntive  bnnness. 

Ihe  Presidait  c<Hnmnniofited  to  them  a  list  of 

ilbout  one  hundred  appointments  as  collectors, 

naval  offioera,  and  sorveyore.    The  Senate  od- 


■  naM  Mitriai  In  nlitlim  to  the  Beontsij  of  FanigD 
UUn  iliBw  tlia  Mrif  DMthod  of  anmnaBlcntlBg  wUb  tb« 
BaenlnlcA,  bola^  altod  boAm  tho  Beiuto  to  ^to  explui^ 
tloni  udbrlngptpai*— omothodooiraBpBnededbrnpaTta. 
Tbt  mrif  Sfliutorft  UmentAd  tho  ohuigo,  boUerlrig  the  old 
wmy  to  bi  tho  boot  Itar  gcttlog  tho  inlbniutlon  that  wh 
wtatod,  Aud  klto  tho  boot  aoonrlCj  afilait  tho  oi^tdntmaiit 
tflnognipotoBt  SosatatiiL 


Tosanxx,  Angost  4, 

A  message  fWtm  the  Honse  of  Bapreeenti- 
tivee  brought  op  a  bill  for  mnHug  compensa- 
tion to  the  Prerident  and  Vice  Preddent  of  the 
IJnit«d  States,  and  dedred  the  oonenrrence  <k 
the  Senate  therein ; 

Together  with  the  tppdntment  of  Uean 
Wadbwdbib,  Oabboll,  sjid  Habitxt,  a  ooiii> 
mittee,  to  join  with  a  committee  of  Uie  Senate 
to  be  appointed  for  the  pnipose,  "  to  oontddtr 
of  and  report  when  it  will  be  aonvenient  and 
proper  that  an  a^oomment  of  the  preaent  sea- 
son of  Ocmgrese  shoold  take  place;  and  to 
consider  and  report  snch  bonness,  now  befixv  • 
Congress,  neoeasary  to  be  finished  before  the 
a^om-nment,  and  such  as  may  1m  conveniently 
postponed  to  the  next  session  j  and,  also^  to 
oonsider  and  report  sach  matters,  not  now  be- 
fore Oongresa,  bat  which  it  will  be  neoeaary 
should  be  oonridered  and  determined  by  Oon- 
gresa before  sn  a4JonnimeQL" 

The  Senate  agidn  entered  on  ezeontive  bu- 
siness, and  advised  and  oonflimed  aH  the  re- 

under  of  the  list  of  ^xpofntments  presented 
yeeterd^,  one  excepted. 

FmnAT,  August  7. 

The  Senate,  tn  the  sbsenoe  of  the  Yiee  Pre- 
sident, proceeded  to  elect  a  Prewdent  pr» 
Umpore;  and  the  votes  b^ng  ooUeoted  and 
ooimted,  the  Honorable  Johh  Lureixnt  vm 
unanimously  H>pointed. 

A  message  from  the  Preriduit  of  the  TXidted 
States,  by  Ooieral  Enox  : 

Oadlaiiat  a/lie  Setate  1 

The  boiineii  which  has  hitharta  beeo  midsr  lbs 
ocnuIdentioQ  of  CoE^raM  hM  b««D  of  to  mw^  im- 
portance,  that  I  tvu  nuwiUii^  to  ilraw  their  atten- 
tion from  tt  to  any  otbar  la^aot.  Bat  the  di^otn 
which  etkt  between  some  of  the  United  Stslei  sod 
nvetal  Mweifid  bibes  of  IndUns,  wtddn  tlM  liadti 
of  the  Union,  and  die  hottlUtiei  which  have,  in  m- 
Tsial  InMuoss,  been  oonmitted  «a  the  frontian, 
seem  to  leqolie  Aa  fanmedlata  intopodtkn  of  tha 
OeneiBl  QoraniiiMnb 

I  have,  thenlbn,  direoted  ths  ssvsnl  atalisiwiila 
and  papara  which  ban  baan  nbmittod  to  me  00  dJi 
iQbjeet,  by  QuMrd  Eiioi,  to  be  Ui4  baf<»«  you  bt 
JOBT  iiironDataon. 

While  Oka  moftmrei  <S  GoreninuDt  Dagbt  to  b* 
calcalited  to  protect  itt  cltiieiu  titrm  all  iaJDiy  and 
viotoDoe,  1  dos  regard  Bhoold  be  extended  to  Ave 
lodian  lilbea  whose  hxppiiien,  in  the  eotma  of  eruiti, 
•o  materially  dependi  oa  the  natioiMl  joM^  and 
homuiity  of  die  United  States. 

If  it  alioald  be  tha  judgment  of  Congraai  that  tl 
would  be  moat  eipeduot  to  terminato  2l  difllireDca* 
in  the  unthern  district,  and  to  Uy  the  foondalion  Ibr 
fatnra  confidence,  by  an  amic&ble  tna^  with  the 
Indian  tribal  in  that  qnutor,  I  think  proper  to  ng- 
geM  die  MnndeTKtioD  of  the  expedien<^  of  Imititating 
■  tempdraiy  oommtnton  for  that  puipoac^  to  ooodft 
ef  three  pacaonf  wiwas  sathstit^  4hmU  azjin  with 


Goo^^lc 


DEBATES  or  CONQBESS. 


th»  MmiJMi.     How  br  ndi  ■ 
kypoHi,  wootd  b*  competent 


GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
y^m  fouK,  A^aMl  7,  1789. 

TV  tbOTe  meaaags  ««■  ordered  to  lie  for 


}tr.  HoRKiH,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
llw  bill  for  lowing  &  oompeiualion  to  the 
PrMdent  and  Vic«  Preddent  of  the  United 
StiM,  reported  an  amendmeiit,  to  wit : 
Vtc 

'*  «x  tfaon- 
MriMkn." 

On  motion  to  rednoe  the  provision  for  thi 
Frwident  of  the  United  States,  from  "  twenty 
iteUtoQautd"  to  "twentj  thooBanddoUarg:" 

Puaed  in  the  n^Adve. 

On  motion  to  m^e  the  proTimon  for  the  Vice 
pRndent  ei^ht  thoosacd  doQara,  instead  of  five 


It  eight  thi 
IdoUan: 


pMsed  in  the  n^alive. 
The  Senate  entered  on  exacntive  hodnees. 
The  ftdlowing  mewage  from  the  Preeideut 
Mm  laid  before  them : 


Uddra  Ifelulodi  for  thitt  oSoa.f 
Wkatno-  amy  han  been  the  n 


trUcb  IwaoU  wiA  jlmm»  itij  bafbre  yoiiu  '  Fio- 
Mdir  T  TManna  te  ixaninatiag  Mr.  fliUonmniar 
lad  to  Aam  that  nieli  a  moSa  of  prooeadii^,  Id 
■eh  CMH^  nt^  be  weAiL    I  will,  thereforo,  de- 

Tiat,  WhUa  Colaael  Rihbooni  wu  an  officer,  h 
«A«1  aniea,  »»d  cUe^T  <>ad«  mj  own  «je.  Ma 
amitet  afpcmd  to  me  ineproachable ;  nor  did  I 
•■a  bcv  ai^  thiag  iqjiiiioiia  to  hii  lepatatioa  u  an 
~'~~  At  the  atormiiig  of  Stony 


■  kBDwUdieaf  t^tnatjuHlMDt 


«»m«H«difcrMlbrthiBmtj,ltBiglTliitnp  i 
Mtt^ctta  tte  iiiwilaalHii  («■  tdtttm  wUeh  Iw  ksei 
telfJ»i«Wiirt»M.    ItwMDMaMMDfl^tuaaitftlH 
Mh«Ka  If  tka  BaaBa  Is  Iki  S<Htan  itf  tb«  MMs  intawl- 
•ihtttaHdaatha,  OnL  FUboun  biriag  bsui  rnjMlgd 


been  r^ieatedW  elected  to  the  AnemUj  ai 
BentMire  of  the  oonntj  of  Chatham,  In  which  Ae 
port  of  Savauoah  is  ntoated,  and  MDHtimei  <^  the 
nuttua  of  GlTnn  uid  Cuoden ;  ha  ha«  been  choaen 
member  of  the  execntiTa  oooncil  at  the  State,  and 
haa  btely  been  preaideLit  of  the  urns  ;  he  ha*  beeo 
elected  by  the  officers  of  the  mlliljs,  [n  the  ooim^ 
of  Chalhuu,  lieatenant-colonel  ttf  the  militia  in  that 
diitrict ;  and,  on  a  rery  roceat  ooGarion,  to  wit,  In 
Donth  of  Ma;  last,  he  has  been  uppolntad  bj 
the  conncil  (on  the  lo^oiion  t^  the  late  collector} 
'  an  offlon  in  the  port  oT  Savannah,  nearly  limiUr 
th&t  f(«  which  I  nominated  him ;  which  office  he 
aotoally  holds  at  thii  time.  To  thue  reaaona  for 
nominating  Mr.  Fiihbanm,  I  might  add  that  1 1»- 
ceived  private  lettnn  of  teoommendaliini,  and  otal 
teatlmoniala  in  hia  favor,  from  some  of  the  most  t«- 
qiecnble  oharacten  in  that  State  ;  hot  aa  ther  were 
•econdaiy  conuderatiani  with  ma,  I  do  not  Udak  it 
neceMorji  to  commnoicate  them  to  yon. 

It  appeared,  therefbre,  to  ma,  that  Mr.  Fiihbolun 
mn*t  have  enjoyed  the  eoif/ldmce  of  tb«  militia  oS~ 
ceI^  in  order  to  have  been  elected  to  a  military 
rank ;  the  eofyStftiKe  of  the  flreemen,  to  have  bean 
elected  to  the  Anembly ;  the  confidaiet  of  the  Ae- 
MmUy,  to  have  been  (elected  for  the  conncil ;  and 
the  emjidenee  of  the  oomudl,  to  have  been  appointud 
oolleotor  of  the  port  of  Savannah. 


Fbidat,  Angoat  31. 

The  Senate  entered  on  exeootive  I 
They  proceeded  to  connder  the  report  made  by 
Mr.  IzABD,  yesterday,  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  to  ivwt  on  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  titat«e,  and  confer  with  lum 
on  the  mode  of  commnnioation  proper  to  be 

Sinrsaed  between  him  and  the  Beuate,  in  tiie 
brmaUon  of  treaties,  and  making  appomtmenta 
to  officee,  reported: 
Which  T^rt  was  agreed  to.  Wheieopon, 
Saolttd,  That  when  uonunationi  ihall  bi  made  ia 
writing  by  the  Fruident  of  the  United  Statea  to  the 
Seoate,  a  fiitare  day  shall  be  aaugned,  nnleaa  the 
Senals  mianimooaly  direct  otherwise,  fbr  taking 
them  into  consideration ;  that  when  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  the  President  oT  the  Senate  shall  have  a 
chair  on  the  floor,  be  oonudered  as  at  tha  head  d 
the  Senate,  and  his  chur  shall  be  assigned  to  die 
President  of  the  United  State* ;  that  when  the 
Senate  shall  be  ccaiveDed  by  the  Piesident  <^  the 
Unit«d  StBt«B  to  any  oaiei  place,  the  Presdent  of  Uie 
Senate  and  Senators  shoU  attend  at  the  pluw  ap- 
pidnled.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate  shall  ^BttKud 
to  take  the  mhmtea  of  the  Senate. 

That  all  qoeatioiii  shall  be  put  by  the  Preddevt  it 
the  Senate,  dther  Id  the  neience  or  abnnoe  of  Aa 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  SoMton 
shall  sgnity  their  a«ent  (a  dissent  by  answering  ■>■■ 
ro«,  aye  or  no.* 


Coo^^lc 


ABRISOHBNT  OF  THX 


«.] 


[a™ 


',  1798; 


IB  reoeiT«d  firom  tlie  Pre- 


'  Anotbar  meflsage  v 
aident,  viz : 

aeH^aiim  <tf  Da  Senate 

Tb*  Preadent  of  dia  Uoit^  StatawOl  mMt  the 
Saumto,  in  the  Semta  Chamber,  at  hklf-past  eleTsn 
o'clock  to-momw,  to  kdviv  with  them  on  the  temu 
of  the  tiMty  to  b«  atgiitiatai  irilfa   the  9onth«ni 


Satubdat,  Angnat  2S. 

^e  Benate  again  entered  on  ezeontJve  Imm- 
neea. 

The  Prendent  of  the  United  States  oame  into 
tlie  Senate  Chamber,  attended  by  General  Knox, 
and  laid  before  tlie  Senate  the  following  atate- 
ment  of  beta,  with  the  qnestions  thereto  an- 
nsjLed,  for  their  advioe  and  oonaent ; 


[Han  folloTi  the  itatemsnt  offactt,  and  the  qoM- 
tloni  thereto  wnuxed,  and  the  answer  of  the  Senate 
to  eacli  qneilioii.] 


W  nude,  Tu  tbelt  Inlopntulaii  of  tht  oImm  Id  lb* 
■UtDdoa  vhleb  n^ulrea  tbxdrtce  ud  ooDHot  of  tl»  Ba 
OD  BDAb  DoOBslalu.    ThflJr  liit«rpntAt]«D  mi  (teootdl&lt  ^ 
the  obTloiu  memuLnK  of  len^uge)  tlut  the  ftdTie*  mA 
•anC  thoiild  be  obUinAd  befijrehud;  iwd  the  prurtlfle  w 
•ODlbrDiI^  to  th*t  iiitcrpnUUoB,  u  irlll  be  B*ga  La  the 
eaedlngi  of  the  natt  dij,  wlieii  the  Preddut  ud  Been 
■t  Wu  attaoded  Ui«  Saiuta,  unl  the  Preddaiit  gar* 
etetamaQt  of  &ata,  which,  in  Ma  oplnloo,  randar^d  trettlM 
with  tba  Bantbeni  iBdJu  trlba  oeeaiHry.  ud  lakad  t 
adTloa  ud  eoBHBt  of  tbe  Bwuta  apsn  their  bnnutlt 
TlMa  proceeiKiip  win  1m  read  with  liit«T«t  b;  aU  w 
■tadj  the  worklDg  of  onr  goTenimeiit,  ud  obaarre  1. 
obaa^  which  ItA  pnatke  haa  luderfone.    The  chaofe  baa 
becoi  fnmi  In  the  ntoda  of  obCalnlAC  thla  advioe  ud  oonur 
and  cnAtlf  to  th«  pr^odloe  of  the  free  mad  lodependaDt 
aetlen  of  tbe  Seuta  In  inch  naae.    Inataad  of  MtualtMla 
andeoaeuTreaoabafonhajuLHthawardaDftbe  ewudtutlo 
Imply,  aod  oa  tbe  pnetloe  under  Vaahlngton  required  (eve 
to  the  mlDUte  provlalaiu  of  u  Indlu  treetrX  lie  moet  In 
portiat,  anil  aroB  tmninal  ud  eitnun^buu?  treatlea,  u 
with  foreign  poweri,  hare  come  (o  be  oagotlated  (oftai 
tlmei)  wllhont  even  the  knowledge  ot  the  Senate,  ooeceiled 
IKm  It  natll  oonoladad,  ud  then  Ud  batbra  the  bodj  tor 


be  preiaed  under  all  th*  Isflneueaa  of  u  axe 

aad  apon  all  Che  oooaldaratlona  of  Ineonrenl 

to  attend  Ibe  -gjectlai 

with  1  foreign  power.    Undet  anch 

are  aften  nUflad,  and  appolntmenta  often  eonflnned,  nni 

■  Bwral  doreis  of  the  Benate,  tbe  weight  of  the  eiaenll 

and  the  iDoonTenleDoaa  of  xdaetlon  learlDg  no  ehanee  Air  Che 

Ikw  action  of  tbe  t»djF.    Preddent  Polk  rerlTed  tbe  Waata- 

fngtoalan  mode  of  eoninlting  the  Benate,  in  the  formation  of 

the  Oregon  Tmt/  In  IBt^  aaUng  tbe  adrloe  of  the  Kei 

bdbiehud  on  the  point  of  eelaUlahlng  the  bonndai? 

wHh  Great  Britain  on  tba  parallel  of  O  degreei;  whereof 

tbe  Herat  u  well  aa  the  pabllo  hlstoiy  Bur  b< 

"  Thirty  Teari'  View,"  under  the  proper  year. 

•mal  atteaduHH  of  tha  Frealdenl  uH  Besretaile*  being 

fOoDd  to  be  Inconvenient,  that  part  of  the  m 

caUon  va>  dhveued  with  In  WatUagtoa'i 


U0TIDI.T,  Aognst  24. 

Tbe  BanatA  was  to-da;  wboU;  angagad  ii 
esecative  bunnew. 

Preadent  of  the  United  States  bean( 
in  tbe  Senate  Gbambw,  attended  b] 
General  Knox, 

"The  Senate  reenmod  tbe  conaderatioa  a 
the  atate  of  &ct8  and  qnestions  thereto  amiesed 
Md  before  them  bj  the  President  of  the  Unitet 
States,  on  Saturday  last  And  the  first  qaea 
tion,  viz:  "In  the  present  state  of  affairs  b« 
tween  North  Carolina  and  tbe  United  State* 
will  it  be  proper  to  take  any  other  measures  fa 
redressing  the  iqjDrie*  of  the  Cherokees  thai 
the  one  herein  anggeeted  t "  being  put,  waa  an 
swered  in  the  negative.* 

The  third  qaestion,  viz:  "If  the  commia 
sioners  shall  adjndge  that  the  Creek  nation  w« 
fully  represented  at  the  three  treaties  will 
Greoi^ia,  and  that  the  oesaiona  of  land  ir«r 
obtained  with  the  tUl  nnderstandiog  and  tra 
oonaent  of  the  aoknowledged  proprietors,  an 
that  the  said  treaties  onght  to  be  considered  a 
JQBt  and  equitable :  in  tbia  case,  shall  the  cam 
miaaionen  be  instmeted  to  insist  on  a  forms 
renewal  and  oonfirmation  thereof!  and,  in  caa 
of  a  refaa^  ahall  they  be  instmcted  to  infon 
the  Creeks  that  the  arms  of  the  Union  shall  b 
employed  to  compel  them  to  acknowledge  th 
joatice  of  the  said  ceenonar"  waa  whol^  >» 
Hwered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fonrtii  question,  and  itafonrsobdivisiom 
via:  "Bnt  if  the  commissionera  shall  a^odg 
that  the  said  treatiee  were  formed  with  an  in 
adeqoBte  or  onauthorized  repreaemtation  of  th 
Greek  nation,  or  that  the  treatiea  were  bel 
under  aircamatanoea  of  construnt  or  gnfaimei 
of  any  sort,  so  that  the  United  Statea  oonld  no 
with  jostioe  and  dignity,  request  or  nrge  a  (MX 
firmation  thereof:  in  this  oase,  shall  the  oon 
missionera,  considering  the  importance  of  th 
Ooooee  lands  to  Georgia,  be  instmcted  to  ni 
their  highest  ezertioos  to  obtain  a  oession  1 
said  lands  t  If  so,  shall  the  commiadoners  t 
inatract«d,  if  they  cannot  obtain  the  said  cei 
sions  on  better  terms,  to  offer  for  the  same,  an 
for  the  farther  great  olyeot  of  attaching  tl 
Creeks  to  tbe  Government  of  tbe  United  ^sta 
the  following  conditions : 

"  let  A  oompeusatioQ  in  money  or  goods,  I 
"    amoimt  of doUara;  thesudai *' 


be  atipnlated  to  be  paid  by  Georgia  at   1 
be  fixed,  01  *    "  " 


1,  or  In&Uure  thereo 


period  which  shall  b 
by  tbe  United  Statea. 

"2d.  A  aecnre  port  <hi  the  Altamahs  or  c 
St.  Mary's  river,  or  at  any  other  place  betirec 
the  same,  aa  may  be  mntoally  agreed  to  by  tl 
oommisdoners  and  the  Creeks. 

"8d.  Oertain  pecnniary  considerations  1 
some^  and  honorary  military  distinctions    1 


•TbaqnaatloBtnralalloB  to  Korth  Oanllna  anee  ont 
the  dronmatanoe  that  ihe  bad  not  then  aeeepted  the  F*4ei 
OonMltntloa,  ud  waa  set  It  that  Hme  a  raeraber  at  t 


oyGoot^lc 


DBBATES  OP  OONGEBSa 


rviwa] 


[SKun. 


Mhar  irtMiitial  ohMh,  on  tbeir  tokiiig  otths  of 
dkfiMMto  the  Unitod  Stato. 

"Ul  a  fcdtDin  gnamtM  bj  the  United 
SbrtN  to  Am  Oeeks  of  tlieir  remaiiiiiig  teni- 
l«7,  ttd  to  mrintwn  the  aame,  tf  neoeasarr,  bv 
1  Bm  of  mtlit&rr  postH,"  was  whoUj  answered 
BtbatSnuBtiTe.  The  blank  to  be  filled  at  the 
tedkn  of  the  Praaideut  of  tbe  United  States. 

Tba  fifth  qoeation,  vii:  "Bot  if  all  ofibra 
ioM  U  to  indDoe  the  Greeks  to  make  the 
Uni  emioot  to  Georgia,  shall  the  oommis- 
igMnmikeit  an  nltimatnml"  traa  answered 
■  Iktaegatire. 


J  M  Mlows, 
iidtalliiat  be  made  an  aHmatiini,  ehaU 
A«  ammMofwn  proceed  and  make  a  treaty, 
■d  irinde  the  diWted  lands  within  the  UmitB 
«IMi  ahill  be  asMgned  to  the  Oreeks!  "  was 
■)t*a«d  in  the  nt^atiTe. 

Tb nmaindn',  tlz :  "If  not,  shall  a  tempo- 
nrj  Inmdirj  be  marked,  nuddog  the  Ooonee 
As  i»,  ud  the  other  parts  of  the  treatr  be 
tMriafadf" 

"  Id  t^  can,  shall  a  secure  port  be  stipnlatod, 
■J  tba  pMoatBiT  and  h<niorar5  oonsiderationB 


"hi  oth« jcoeral  oljecta  shall  the  treaties 
niMd  It  Hmewell,  with  the  Oherokeea, 
ffifbnwi,  and  Choctaw^  b«  the  bans  of  a 
n»lr  with  the  Creekst "  were  aO  answered  in 


Db  the  Nveoth  qnestion,  tIz 
Ml  of  tweotj  thonaand  doUan, 
totidiia  eipoMea  and  treatiea  I 
iM,  if  McesMTj,  to  a  trea^  with  the  Creeks  t 


I,  appropriated 
1  treatiea  be  whdlf 
trea&  with  " ' 


■  MpWhttpropinliont''  It  was  agreed  to  ad- 
^  fi  amicat  to  u>[wopTiate  the  whole  aom, 
iTaecMwT.at  the  aacreliiMi  <rf  the  Preddent 
•dksCaitedStatoL 

Tbt  Pmident  of  tbe  United  Statee  withdrew 
™  th»  Senate  Chamber  and  the  Vice  Prosi- 
■BtpottbeqaMioD  of  amonrnment;  to  which 
*>8«le  agreed. 


T,  September  18. 
Tit  Mowing  moMage  from  the  President  of 
B  ^rited  atates  was  received  by  the  Seoretarj 


TWQonniv  of  th*  WMteni  Tenitoiy  hu  msd« 
■■a^Kn Id Bs  of  tha  redpnieal  hoMilitlu  of  tiM 


Qi  I'aHad  StttM,  in  CoDgraw  unmbled,  by  their 
**lht  SIrt  day  of  July,  1787,  and  of  the  12th 
5p^  1188,  made  a  praviuaatl  Bnaagemeat  " 
f'^Mi^iiiiEtuarViisinismiklPoiiafjrlra 
**' twins  tajM  tiwr«D  ipediaed. 


K  MoliinB  aeu);  ti»  ume,  I  IhnA  [ro- 
EM  to  Tor  eusiiiemtioo  At  oipadiaticT 
7  {■'OTiBaD  for  oalling  fenh 
Initad  Statw  Ibr  dw  pvrposai 


f  ^eb^tod 


stated  In  the  eonAitDtioD,  wfaloli  wodU  embrMe  the 
«aiM  apprehaaded  by  the  Oomnor  of  ths  WeitBin 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
16,1789. 


Thdbsdat,  Beptember  IT.  • 

Hie  Senate  entered  on  ezecntdve  bnrinees. 
"Hie  following  measaKe  was  received  from  the 

President  of  tite  United  States : 

a»nlUme»  ^  dkt  BaaU  .- 


framed  1^  the  UdIImI  Stale*  with  oth« 
iiBtirai%  whethsr  ciTiliied  or  not,  ibonld  be  made 
with  oaal^  ai>d  azeeiited  with  fidelity. 

It  Is  said  to  .b«  the  general  nnderrtsodliig  and 
pwitice  of  joSam,  at  *  obeck  on  die  mtitakcs  and 
mdJMTetioni  of  ministers  or  oommuilonsn,  not  to 
oooatder  an;  treaty  n^otiated  and  ^gned  by  mch 
offiean  as  oaal  and  owehuite,  nntil  Tatified  \tj  the 


the  United  States  respecting  tbrir  tT«U!es  w 
ropean  nadoni,  and  1  am  inclined  to  tUnk  It  would 
be  advisable  to  obierre  it  in  the  conduct  of  our 
treaties  with  the  Id£uu  ;  for  thon^  sudi  tieaties 
being,  on  their  part,  made  by  Qteir  chle&  or  mln^ 
need  not  be  taiiaed  by  them,  yeti  bdng  formed  on 
odt  part  by  the  ageooy  of  mbctdioate  officer^  It 
seems  to  be  both  prudent  and  reaaonsble  that  their 
acts  should  not  be  binding  on  the  naljoo  nntU  ap- 
prored  and  latified  by  the  QovemmenL  It  stifkea 
me  that  this  point  shonld  be  well  considered  and 
settled,  10  that  onr  national  prooeedings,  in  this  re- 
sfieot,  may  Ijeoome  oniConn,  liid  be  directed  by  Sxed 


The  traaties  with  oertain  Indian  nstions,  which 
were  laid  befoie  you  with  my  mesuge  of  tiie  200) 
Hay  last,  snggested  two  qnertioDS  to  my  mind,  ni  i 
lat,  Wbedter  tboe*  traa^  were  to  be  eotuiiieted 
as  perfbctad,  and,  ooDseqnently,  ■*  oblwatny,  wltb- 
oot  being  ratified?  If  not,  then,  2&j,  Whether 
bodi,  or  either,  and  whiflh  of  them,  oof^  to  be  ratl- 
fled  ?    On  these  qnestioDS  I  leqneit  your  i^iiniin  sod 

Yoa  have,  indeed,  adiind  me  "  (o  szs»M  and  «■- 
JoimnalutnammBf  Hie  bea^  with  ths  Wyandot*, 
&C.  Yoo,  mtlenien,  donbuesi  intended  to  be 
clear  and  expucit ;  and  yet,  without  fhrtbar  aiplana- 
tioo,  I  fear  I  may  minndentand  ymr  meaning  t 
for  if  by  my  cxteattitg  thatbea^  yea  mean  that  I 
should  make  it  (in  a  men  partionlar  and  Immediate 
manner  than  it  now  i()  the  sot  of  QoiTemnMnt,  Aen 
it  follow*  diat  1  am  to  laHfy  It.  IT  yon  mean  by 
my  txtcmng  it  that  I  mm  to  see  that  it  be  eanled 
into  eflbct  and  operation,  then  I  am  lad  to  Machide, 
either  that  yon  oonaider  It  as  being  perfect  and 
obligatory  in  its  preaent  itate,  and  Uieiefare  to  b« 
execDted  and  obaarred ;  or  that  yoa  oonslder  it 
to  derive  its  completion  and  oblintion  from  the 
silent  ai^Dbation  and  rattEeatton  indeh  my  procl»> 
mation  may  be  oonstoaad  to  ii^y.  AMwogh  I  am 
Inclined  to  think  that  the  latter  is  your  intentfam,  yet 
U  certainly  i*  best  that  all  donbts  levecdng  It  be 

Permit  me  to  observe,  fliat  it  wiD  be  proper  fbr 

e  to  be  inTonned  of  your  aentlmaula  relative  to  tha 

ta«aty  with  the   Six  NatJoos,  previous  to  Ae  de- 

paitore  of  the  Govenwr  «f  tiie  WeMen  Itoiitafy ; 


Coo'^lc 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


r  17,  1TS9. 
Ordertd,  That  the  Fretident'a 


Fbidat,  September  18. 

Tht  Benate  entered  on  ezeontive  bonnesB. 

Ur.  Oabboll,  on  behalf  of  the  oonunittoe  ^)- 
ptinted  jesterdaj',  reported  as  fbllowB : 

The  oommittee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  mea- 
oage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  17th  September,  1786,  report : 

ThaX  tha  dgnituie  of  tre^M  with  the  loJUn  iik~ 
tiiKu  hu  aver  beea  ooiuldarBd  u  k  foil  ocanplation 
theraof^  and  that  inch  trsMiai  luve  nersr  been 
Mlunnlj  ratified  hy  eitbar  of  the  ottitraollng  putiei, 
a*  bath  been  cxnninon^  pnotiaed  among  tlia  (^Tilind 
mtiim  of  Enn^  ;  wurefora  Qw  coiunittaa  are  of 
trinkm  dtat  Uw  fonnal  ratiflcataon  of  Ibe  traatj  coo- 
eloded  at  Fort  Harmu  on  tbe  Bth  da;  itf  Janoai;, 
1788,  betmai  Ajdiiir  St.  Clair,  Qo-maoT  of  the 
Weitam  Tairitoij,  aa  the  put  of  the  United  Statu, 
and  die  Mabona  and  iramnn  of  tha  Wyuidot,  Pala- 
wan, Ottawa,  Cbippawa,  Pattivattima,  and  Sao 
Nation,  ia  not  eipMient  or  neceNaij ;  uid  tliat  the 
naolTs  of  Iha  Senate  of  the  8tb  September,  1786, 
reqieotiiui  the  aud  trea^,  aathorlzei  the  Preddant 
of  tha   united  Statei  to  enjoin  a  dne   obiemuioe 


TuaCD^T,  Bept«mber  26. 
The  following  commnnioationa  from  the  Pred- 
dent  were  reoeiTed  b^  Mr.  Jaj : 
amiimm  ijfllLi  Bmatt : 

HU  Mort  Chtirtian  iS^ittj,  hy  a  Utte  dated 
tte  7th  <tf  Jnna  la^  addMMad  to  tba  PiMddeDt  and 


meniben  at  the  Qemral  Congreii  of  the  Vmtt 
Statu  of  North  America,  auaonocea  the  madi  li 
manted  death  of  lua  aon,  the  Danphin.  Tbe  genetm 
conduct  of  tbe  Frenoh  monarch  and  nation  towtri 


aisnre  mm  of  tha  aenribilitj  with  which  li 
United  Statea  partidpate  bf  the  affliction  wlucli 
loea  N>  mnoh  to  be  regretted  mnit  hare  oeaarionei 


toWrei, 
to  him  and  to  them. 


GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


id  bj  a  joint  im 


_  . .  thii  day,  and  to  oa 

nnm  the  firttHondajof  Jannaij  neat,!  ttk 
the  eailieaC  opportnni^  <J  aaqaainting  jou  that,  ax 
dderiog  how  long  and  laboriooi  thii  wvdon  bu  bw 
and  the  reaaoDi  which,  I  preanme,  have  prodoK 
this  leadntion,  it  doe*  not  appear  to  me  eipedient 
recommend  any  meamrea  to  th^  oonnderatini  i 
pieaent,  or  now  to  call  jmr  attention,  gentlenuo, ' 


jmir  adrioe  and  c 


26, 17B9. 


a  yet  rem^n  to  bad 
GEO.  WASmNQTOK. 


A  messase  fitnn  tbe  Honse  of  Repreeentatir 
informed  the  Senate  that  tbe  Honee  ot  Bapr 
sentativee  bad  finiabed  the  business  of  the  ae 
BIOS,  and  were  ready  to  ac|J<"irn,  agreeaUj ' 
the  order  of  the  two  Honaes  of  Congrew. 

The  boMnesa  of  the  sesnoa  being  broucht 
a  dose,  the  Vice  Freeident,  agreeably  to  ue  i 
solve  it  the  two  Honses  on  tbe  S6th  iiuUi 
a^Jonmed  the  Benate  to  the  first  Uondsj 
Jannary  next,  then  to  meet  at  tbe  CSt;  Hall 
New  York. 


FIRST   CONGRESS. 


UBT  or  HXHATOBB. 

.      .  Dim  IdUi(dDii,  Fuln*  Tlngata. 
Ha— Caleb  Btmu,  Tilatmn  Dulton. 

.—Wimua  B.  J«ba<m,  OUnc  nifworth. 

11  Jirfc— Snftia  XlB&  PUIIp  Sdiaflat. 

I*  JtrtH/^-WiiOua  Pitanon,  JonaUiu  Kbnet. 

-       ID  Hacbr,  Bobart  Iteila 

— tt,  G««n  Bead. 
IL  John  n«iii7. 

,  Lea,  WiniamSnnoEL 

— Eilph  Iiud,  Plan*  BbUbt. 

Qtorgia, — WLUUm  Ttw,  Jkinaa  GnniL 

Jfof&  CtaroHna.*— Banlamln  HawUpa,  Bamnsl  Jolmata 

Stod*  JWontf— Joaapil  Stanton,  ]i,Tliaodo»  VoaUr. 

I 

AhMToatlR 

JfawaoainaMa— qewf  Thatohar,  FIther  Amia,  6aoT» 
tagnard,  BlbiUn  ^wtt,  Jouthan  Ckoot,  Baidamln  Oood- 
bn^  llwodore  EMprlok,  Ownga  Partridgs. 


Jaramlab  Wadaworth,  Boger  Bhannan,  Jonathaa  Bt 

Stie  YoHL—Siim  LawnDea^  ^twt  BaaaoB, 

Flojd,  P*tai S^lTaatei,  John  Hathora,  JamoIdiTaa Sal 


WflS 


lluhlanbarB,  DuM  BaMar, 


ThomaaBe 


iB«tt,eMn:aQr» 

. .  Hutlay,  F^r  ifiihlnM 

.._jTinJn«. 

jroryJoiuU-WIDIani  Bmllk,  Smh*  Oala,  Dulal  Oam 
JgatlnaB*n*)r,Ml(lllaalJeBUa^8(an^BaBlamlnCoBla•. 

Pan  SIgiiard  Bland  Lea,  Samn^  Stlffla,  Andreir  U« 
Jodd  Parker,  Xbaodoilck  BUndj  baas  (M«&  John  Bni 

AnM  OuuHha— Thomaa  TadaT  Tnakar,  Sdanu  Bsl 
Dinial  Hnger,  Wllllani  Bmlth,  Thomai  Bomtar. 

ffwrffto.— Abcabam  Baldwin,  Jama  Jaakaon,   Oew 

Iforili  OanUmaA    John  Btaeta,  TbnothT  Bkndwwl 
Huh  WUIUnuon,  John  Butlit  AA^  John  Bavtar. 
JUoda  AtiiiHl.1— BaijamlD  Boun. 

IB  of  thla  OoBsnaa,  not  1ut1b<  at  that  tlm*  aoa^tad  I 


.  000*^10 


DXBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


FIRST  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


PBOGEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


TmneiUT,  Ibroh  4,  1789. 
TUi  being  the  iaj  fixed  fbr  the  meeting  d 


Wn>inn>AT,  March  18. 

Ahdsew  UooKB,  friHu  Yfa^ginia,  bxA  hia  aeat. 

No  o&ta  membei  qtpewing,  the  Eoom  ad- 

Joomed,  from  daj  to  dtqr,  imtu  the  2Sd  insbuib 


FihiiAkib,  Giobsb 
flanr. 

Fnm  OutH^ieut,  Bxh/ahdt   HminROTOir, 
Jeaimv  Tatnouix,   and  Jkbxhuh  Waso- 


uvnaud  DuiiEi. 
fVmFirpMM,  Alxxaitdxb  'Whttk. 
Ami  And  GarvJina,  Thoxab  Tudoh  Tuck- 


o'dDck. 

TsuBSDAT,  Uarch  6. 
Smnl  ottur  nmabera  attended,  vis;  from 
]((«HnqiiUn,NioaoLAaGnj(Ay;  fromUw- 
■■iMctt^  bxMxni  GooDHui ;  from  Connec- 
'n&BoHt  SEiBiua  md  Jonathatt  SruBan; 
■Iftom  pomajlTauiA,  EmBi  Wibkoop:  and 
>*«ft«r  ueoiben arriTing,  a  qnonim  not  bring 
Pcni^  the  Eonae  a4]*>*™^  from  day  to  daj, 
■tittal4tfainata&t. 

BAXraDAT,  IfABOB  14. 

Ihe  fcbwisg  membera  took  their  seats,  to 
«it:  JiKB  Uadibok,  ionior,  Jobh  Pags,  and 
bxuD  Blahs  Jju,  from  Y  ii7iiu&. 
A  qooniffl  not  hcong  jet  preaent,  the  House 
*" — '  from  day  to  day,  uitQ  the  17th  in- 


Tdwdat,  Ibroh  17. 

fivm  ^^T^niA,  took  hia  seat. 


HoSDAT,  Uaroh  38, 

The  fonowing  membera  appeared,  to  vit: — 

Vrom  New  Jersey,   Eliab  BoimiNOT;    and 

from  Maryland,  Yfujim  Shttb. 

No  addltioiial  member  appeared  on  the  fMh. 


WsDinuDAT,  Maroh  S5. 

Jonathan  Pabxxb,  from  Yir^nia,  appeared 
and  took  Mb  seaL 

No  additional  member  arrived  until  the  80th 
inatant 

HosDAT,  Harch  80. 

QiORai  Qalr,  from  Vuylaud,  and  Thko- 
DomoE  Bland,  from  Virginia,  appeared  Bud 
took  their  seats. 

No  additional  member  on  the  81st  instant 


WmnoBDAT,  April  1. 

Two  other  memberB  t^ipeared,  to  vit;  Jaios 
BcHiTBBiAK,  from  New  Jersey,  and  Thokab 
Boorr,  from  Pennsylvania,  who,  fomiing  a  qoo- 
nun  d  the  whole  body,  it  was,  aa  motion, 

Sttchai,  ThAt  thli  Hoon  will  prooeed  to  On 
duaoe  of  a  Speak  v  by  billoC 

The  Honse  accordingly  prooeeded  to  ballot 
ibr  a  Speaker,  when  it  waa  ibnnd  that  a  m^or- 
ity  of  the  Totee  were  in  favor  of  FaxnEsuiE 
AnatTBTirB  Utthlknbsbs,  one  of  the  Bepreeent- 
ativee  from  Pennajlvania.  Wherenpon  itr, 
JCttHLKNBEBO  was  condncted  to  the  ohair,  from 
whence  be  made  his  aoknowledgmenta  to  the 
Honse  for  so  distangoiahed  an  honor. 

The  EoDse  then  proceeded  in  the  same  man- 
ner to  the  appointment  of  a  Olerk,  Then  it  was 
finutd  that  Mr.  Jtaa  Bmobxx  wh  elaotod. 


.  Goc^lc 


ABBIDOHEMT  OF  THS 


[Ann,  13» 


Oamotioii, 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  members  do  Beverallj  de- 
liver  in  their  dedentiala  at  the  Olerk's  table. 

TKDSBIM.T,  April  9. 
Lausket  Oaswai-uvs,  from  New  Senej, 
wppaa^  end  took  hia  seat. 

FxmAT,  April  S. 
GsoBflB  Oltub,  frtnn  Fenm^lTania,  ^tpear- 
'  «d  and  took  hit  seat.  - 

8ATUBDA.T,  April  4. 

Qeobsb  pAKTsman,  from  UaMachnaetta,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat 

The  HooH  prooaeded  to  the  election  of  a 
doorkeeper,  and  asstataat  doorkeeper;  iriien 
Oifford  Pndlej  waa  ohoeen  to  the  fonner,  and 
lliomaa  Olaxton  to  Hie  latter  offloa 

T£<amA.T,  April  6. 

Dastec  Oaxboll,  fhnn  Maryland,  qipeared 
and  took  hifl  seat 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  dven  to  bring  in  a 
tnll  to  regmate  the  taking  Qie  oath  or  affirma- 
tion ^resoribed  bf  the  suth  ariaole  of  the  Con- 
Btitntion ;  and  that  Hessrs.  Whitb,  Madiboh, 
Tbdmbull,  Giuiak,  and  pAPWAi-ABait,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  aame. 

On  motion, 

S—elvid,  That  the  form  of  the  oath  to  bottken  by 
the  memban  of  thli  Hotue,  u  nqnind  by  the  Alid 
oUum  of  (he  uxthirti(i]««rthe  Oonstibitiai  of  Ch>v- 
cmment  of  the  Unitad  State*,  be  w  follinre^  to 
irit :  "  I,  A  B,  a  BepiMBDtatiTe  if  (he  Unitad  Stal«a 
m  the  Congien  theraofi  do  uleinQlj  awear  (or  iffino, 
ai  tte  oaM  mmy  be)  In  the  prawDoa  of  Almi  ' ' 
OOD,  dimt  I  will  nmpact  the  Omititatioo  oi 
United  Statei.    So  help  me  Qod." 

A  message  fimn  the  Senate,  by  Hr.  Eixa- 


formed ;  that  a  Preadont  it  elected  for  the  tola  pm- 
poae  of  opening  the  certiBcat^s  and  coandng  the 
vote*  gf  the  eleeton  of  the  SBTend  Sutea,  in  the 
doioe  nX  a  Fntident  and  Vice  PreiidenC  of  the 
Uidtad  Statea ;  and  that  the  Senate  ia  now  ready  in 
the  Senate  Chamber,  to  proceed,  in  preaence  of  this 
Eonse,  to  dUcharae  that  duty.  I  have  it  alao  in 
fbithei  charge  to  mibrm  thia  Honse  that  the  Senate 
hat  appointed  one  of  iti  membera  to  sit  at  the  Cleii:'l 
table  to  make  a  liat  of  the  Totes  aa  they  ahall  be  de- 
olared,  sahmittiiig  it  to  the  wiadtno  of  thii  Honae  to 
apptdnt  one  or  nme  cf  Ita  membera  ibi  the  tike  pnr- 

On  motion, 

Baohtd,  That  He.  %ieaker,  attended  by  the 
House,  do  now  withdraw  to  the  Senate  Chamber,  for 
fin  pnipoae  exptcHed  in  die  meaaage  ftom  the  Senate^ 
and  that  Mr.  Pased  aad  Vr.  Hbhrkb  be  mcdntad 
en  the  part  of  tu*  House,  to  dt  at  the  Cleri^i  table 
wKh  the  number  cf  the  Ssnate,  and  make  a  1 
the  Tolaa,  aa  the  mme  shidl  be  dedaiad. 


Mr.  Speaker  accordingly  leit  the  chair,  an 
att«nded  by  the  House,  withdrew  to  the  Senai 
Chamber,  and  after  eonte  time  returned  to  tt 
Hooee. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Pabkxb  and  Mr.-EziffrBB  then  delivof 

at  the  Clerk's  table  a  Ikt  of  the  Totee  of  tl 
eleotora  of  the  seTeral  States  in  the  ohoioe  of 
President  and  Vice  President  of  tlie  UniU 
States,  as  the  aame  were  dadared  by  the  Pt«( 
dent  dr  the  Senate,  in  the  preeence  (rf  Uie  Sena 
and  of  this  Hoose,  which  was  ordered  to  1 
entered  on  the  Joimial.* 

Wkdnxbdat,  April  8. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit:  JKO.LAwasT0 
from  Kew  York,  and  Thohab  Fmamoiro,  &o 
Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took  th^  aeats. 

Dvtim  on  Import*. 
motion,  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  st«t«  of  tj 
Union,  Mr.  Paok  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Madison.— I  take  the  tibert?^  Mr.  Obai 
man,  at  this  early  staf^  of  the  boaneea,  to  i 
trodnce  to  the  committee  a  snl^eot,  which  a 
pears  to  me  to  be  of  the  grestaet  magnitod 
a  subject,  air,  that  requires  our  first  atteatic 

id  our  nnit»d  eierUona. 

Ko  gentleman  here  can  be  nnaoqnainted  vri 
the  numerous  claims  npimonrjQBtice;  norwi 
the  inffiotencT  which  prevented  the  late  On 
gress  of  the  United  States  from  carrying  in 
effect  the  dictates  of  gratitude  and  policy. 

The  anion,  by  the  establishment  of  a  mt 
effective  government,  having  recovered  from  t 
state  of  uubeoilitj  uiat  heretofore  prevented 
performance  of  its  dnty,  ought,  in  its  first  a 
to  revive  those  principles  of  honor  and  hooei 
that  have  too  long  IbJh  dormant. 

The  deficiency  in  onr  Treasury  has  bean  1 
Dotorious  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  a 
madvert  upon  that  aabject  Let  ns  oonti 
ourselves  with  endeavoring  to  remedy  the  e- 
To  do  this  a  national  revenue  most  be  obtaiiu 
but  the  system  must  be  auoh  a  one,  that,  vl 
it  secures  the  oliject  of  revenae,  it  ahall  not 
oppressive  to  onr  constituents.  Happy  it  is 
us  that  ench  a  system  is  within  onr  powu"; 
I  apprehend  th^  both  these  objects  may  be  < 
tained  from  an  impost  on  articles  imported  i 
the  United  States. 

In  pnrBmng  this  measure  I  know  that  t 
points  occur  for  onr  conraderation.  Tlie  fl 
respects  the  general  regulation  of  oommor 
which,  in  my  opinion,  onght  to  be  aa  fr«eas 
policy  of  nations  will  admit.  The  second 
lates  to  revenue  alone;  and  this  is  the  poii 
mean  more  particularly  to  bring  into  the  vi 
of  the  committee. 

Not  being  at  present  posaeesed  of  aofflci 


ir  situation  admitting  of  no  delay,  I  shall  p 


.Coo»^[c 


BWATB8  OF  OONaABSS. 


^17».] 


MN  RMdi  artidM  of  ngnMoni  otdj  m  are 
fikdr  to  oocMioD  the  least  diffiooltj. 

The  pn^Mwilioiifl  Boade  on  tiuBrnqjeot  by  Gon- 
gna  in  17S3,  luTing  receiTed,  geoerall;,  th« 
tfftobK&m  of  Ute  wTenl  States  of  the  Union, 
ibmne  kna  or  otbtf,  eeem  well  caltmhitdd  to 
bccme  tbe  bens  of  the  temponiy  ayBtem,  which 
I  «idi  the  ooounittM  to  edopt*  I  am  well 
ivire  that  tihe  ohangee  which  have  taken  place 
ii  nwDj  of  the  Stated  and  in  our  public  cir- 
nniMtiiiKW^  dnca  tliat  period,  wiQ  require^  in 
khm  d«gree,  a  deviation  fkim  the  scale  of  do- 
tiHtlwa  affixed:  Devortheleaa,  for  the  sake  of 
that  erpadition  whldi  ia  nooeaaatj',  in  order  to 
(nbnee  the  qirinK  imprntatioiu,  I  ahonld  re- 
MogMiid  a  ^tftwroZ  adheranoe  to  the  plan. 

Tbh,  rfr,  with  the  addition  of  a  draw  or  two 
antbenlgeat  of  t4>iinage,I  will  now  read,  and, 
Tith  laan^  aabmit  it  to  the  ocHoniittee,  hoping 
it  maf  Beet  thmr  ^tprobation,  as  an  ezpe^ent 
aaiati  dgibl«  bj  th«  urgent  oocasiwi  there 
ii  Ibr  &  fpeedj  aiqaphea  of  the  federal  treasa- 
17,  iDd  a  ipeed;  raaone  of  oar  trade  from  ita 
[reaent  atiarcby. 


Oq  rmn,  pw  gallon, of  a  dollar;  on  all 

other  nnritDonshqnon ;  on  molasses ; 

OoHaddra  wine ;  on  all  other  winea ; 

oaccamoalMAeateas-perlb. ;  on  oil  other 

teM -,00  pepper ;  on  brown  sugar ; 

onkaf  sugar ;  on  all  other  Bngaw ;  on 

cocoa  and  coffee ;  mi  all  other  articles- 

pir  eeot  on  their  valne  at  the  time  and  place 
of  importation. 

That  there  ongbt,  moreover,  to  be  levied  on 
dl  tosels  in  which  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
&ct  thai!  be  imported,  the  dntias  foUon-lng. 
viz:  Od  all  veosela  bnilt  within  the  United 
Stitei,  and  belonging  wboUj  to  citizens  thereof 
tt  tlw  rate  of per  ton. 

On  iD  veasels  belonging  whoDy  to  the  snljects 
'rf  Poven  with  whom  the  United  States  have 
fenned  treaties,  or  partlj  to  the  snbjecta  of  such 
ftnren,  and  putlj  to  citizens  of  the  said  States, 
•  tbefaWof . 

On  sU  Teasela  belonging  wfaollj  or  in  part 
to  the  subjects  of  other  Powers,  at  the  rate 


•  TVi  iMla  (f  datlH,  thai  oArsd  bj  ths  CoBtSniBtil  Con- 
W^  ^  ItBi.  >ad  ttnrA  la  b;  th>  BUtee,  Ifler  pn^Miitng 
Mt  itKUs  dDtIa  on  >  hv  enamtntod  MftldM,  (wlDH, 
^afti.  IflH.  «a^  OKOi,  molHMs,  npn  uid  pepper,)  pTi> 
^li  u  a4  ratttrtm  iaij  ol  Bti  p«r  nntiinl  apon  ill  othar 
~~*         fatad  OB  tbanlutf  the  utMa  at  tk«  tfBw  and 


■C IB  a  Ul  MMtdlas  to  what  lud 
.   Laaa  nperiMea  tad  prarcd  tkat  to  ba  tbe  mIM 
'rf  IHlilaUna.  flvlai  Ml  awya  lath*  ■koto  laulll- 


Mr,  BouDtsoT, — The  neoeseit;  of  adopldng 
some  measure,  lilce  the  one  proposed  bj  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  is  too  ap- 
parent to  need  any  argument  in  its  support  The 
plan  which  he  has  subnutted  to  the  oommittee 
appears  to  be  umple  and  SQfGciently  oomplete 
for  the  present  purpose ;  I  shall,  therefore,  for 
my  own  part,  be  content  with  it,  and  shall  move 
yoQ,  sir,  that  the  blanks  be  filled  up  in  the  man 
ner  they  were  recommended  to  be  charged  by 
Congress  in  178B.  My  reason  for  this  is,  that 
those  sums  have  been  approved  by  the  Le^iala- 
tnrea  of  every  State  represented  on  this  floor, 
and  of  conseqnenoe  must  have  been  agreoaUe 
to  the  sense  of  our  coustitnents  at  that  time; 
and,  I  believe,  nothing  unce  has  intervened  to 
give  ns  reason  to  believe  they  have  made  an  al 
teration  in  their  sentiments. 

Mr.  Writs.— 'I  wish  filling  up  the  blanks  may 
be  deferred  until  the  business  is  more  matured ; 
nor  will  this  t>e  attended  with  a  loss  of  tdmei 
because  the  forms  necessary  to  complete  a  bill 
will  require  so  much  as  to  ^ve  gentlemen  lei- 
sure to  consider  the  proper  qoantam  of  impoat 
to  be  laid,  as  well  on  the  enumerated  articles  as 
on  the  common  mass  of  merchandise  rated  ad 
valoTtTD, ;  for,  as  was  hinted  by  my  colleagne, 
something  may  have  occurred  to  render  an  al- 
teration  in  the  sums  recommended  in  1T88  in 
some  degree  nocesaary ;  and  if  so,  time  will  be 
given  to  consider  the  subject  with  more  atten- 
tion in  the  progreas  of  the  bill,  and  no  mmeoea- 
aary  delay  can  arise ;  wherefore,  I  move  yon, 
sir,  that  the  committee  now  rise,  report  pro- 
gress, and  Bsk  leave  to  ut  agun. 

Mr.  Madibos. — I  do  not  consider  it  at  this 
moment  necessary  to  fill  up  the  blanks,  nor  had 
I  it  in  contemplation  at  the  time  I  onered  the 
prq)Ositions.  I  supposed  ttiat  most  of  Uie  gen- 
tlemen would  wish  tmie  to  think  upon  the  prin- 
ciples generally,  and  npoa  the  articles  partiou- 
larly;  while  others,  wno,  from  their  eitoation 
and  advantages  in  Ufe,  are  more  conversant  on 
this  subject,  may  be  induced  to  turn  thoir  par- 
ticular attention  to  a  subject  they  are  wdl  able 
to  do  justice  to,  and  to  assist  the  committee  with 
their  knowledge  and  infonnatioii ;  unless  saoh 
gentlemen  are  now  prepared  and  disposed  to 
proceed  in  filling  up  the  blanks,  I  shall  second 
the  motion  for  the  conmuttee's  riung, 

Thdbbdat,  April  S. 

EonKBT  BimoH,  from  Ifew  Yoi^  and  Isaac 

Ooute,  from  Virginia,  appeared  and  took  th^ 


fUHH  of  Cha  Hcoaa,  bdbn  th«  meaiDte  had  laken  a  fiimi 
irUeh  It  ml^t  be  dlflanlt  id  alter,  ai  li  alwars  tbe  oHa 
«b*n  a  eomndttea  brlnp  In  a  deUlled  bin,  (wttaont  prart- 
OQi  InatraetlDDa  frum  the  Hatue,}  aod  vhleb,  at  U9  act  of  a 
eonUDltlae,  aad  as  a  malsred  plan,  (tjumgh  doqe  bf  a  taw,) 
kH  *0  Mlboilt]'  which  reiiiti  altaratjon,  and  nnden  ameod- 
maat^  at  Ibe  tnafanna  of  a  uambar,  moat  dlllleDlt  lo  obtala. 
Thla  wlae  and  laft  piaetlae,  of  HtaiD;  tbe  prortiloDa  tS  a 
bUl  bafcrehtad,  bw  baaa  aaari;  abandmad  br  mi  OtDgmt 


Goo'^lc 


ABBtDOHBNT  09  THB 


H.OFIL] 


Duiim  on  Imperti. 

The  House  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitt«e  of  the  Whole  on  the  stue  of  the  TJnioii, 
Til.  P1.0B  ID  the  ohair. 

Mr,  Lawbekoe. — TTie  robject  of  the  propoei- 
tjon  laid  l>efore  the  committee  hj  the  honora- 
ble geotleman  from  Virginia,  C^r.  HiDmou,) 
will  now,  I  preeame,  Mr.  Chainnan,  recnr  for 
onr  deliberation.  I  imagine  it  to  be  of  consider- 
able importance,  not  only  to  the  United  States, 
bnt  to  every  individoal  of  Uie  Union.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  revenne  alone  would  place  it  in  this 
dtnadon,  and  in  this  light  I  mean  now  to  con- 
rider  it  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  plan  viewed  it  as  a  temporary  sys- 
tm,  particnlarly  calculated  to  embrace  the 
^riikg  importations ;  therefore,  in  order  to  dis- 
oover  whether  the  mode  laid  before  yon  is  well 
oalcoUted  to  answer  this  end,  it  will  be  proper 
to  connder  its  operation.  The  plan  oon^sts  of 
certain  distinct  propositions ;  one  part  is  intend- 
ed to  lajr  a  speciflo  smn  on  enumerated  articles, 
the  other  a  certain  per  cent,  ad  talorem ;  per- 
haps Amplifying  the  system  may  be  prodnctive 
of  hapgiy  conseqnoncce,  and  it  fltrikes  me  that 
eonfbaicn  and  perplexity  will  be  best  avoided 
by  SQoh  a  measure ;  hence,  it  may  be  proper  to 
lay  a  duty  at  a  certain  rate  per  cent,  on  the 
Talneof  all  articles,  withont  attempting  an  enn- 
merstion  of  any;   beoanse,  if  we  attempt   to 

rVj  every  article,  it  will  expose  db  to  a  qnes- 
which  most  reqnire  more  time  than  can  be 
spared,  to  obt^n  the  object  that  appears  to  be 
in  the  view  of  tie  committee.  A  question,  I 
say,  sir,  will  arise,  whether  the  enumeration 
embraces  every  article  that  will  boar  a  duty, 
and  whether  the  daty  to  be  affixed  is  the  pro- 
per snm  the  article  is  able  to  bear.  On  this 
ii«ad,  dr,  I  believe  that  the  committee  have  not 
materials  snffldent  to  form  even  the  basis  of 
the  system,  beside  being  wholly  incompetent  to 
detennine  the  rate  most  advantageooE  to  the 
■rtiele  rf  revenue,  and  most  agreeable  to  the 
tnt«Test  and  ponvenience  of  our  constitncnts. 
Knowledge  on  theee  points  can  only  be  obt^n- 
ed  by  ezperiencej  but  hitherto  we  have  had 
none,  at  least  of  a  general  natnre.  The  partial 
regnlationB  made  by  the  States,  throw  bnt  little 
ligat  on  the  sobject,  and  its  magnitude  ought 
to  indnoe  us  to  use  the  greatest  degree  of  cantion. 
A  system  of  the  nature  which  I  hinted  at, 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  not  only  lees  complex 
and  difficult  in  its  formation,  but  likewise  easier 
and  more  certain  in  its  operation ;  because  the 
more  ^mple  a  plan  of  revenue  is,  the  easier  it 
beoomee  understood  and  executed:  and  it  is, 
rir,  an  earnest  wish  of  mme,  that  all  onr  acts 
■hoold  partake  of  this  nature.  Moreover,  by 
adopting  the  plan  I  have  mentioned,  yon  will 
tnHanae  the  spring  importation  and  give  time 
fcr  digestiag  and  maturing  one  npon  more  per- 
fect prindplee;  and,  as  the  proposed  system  Is 
iiit«Med  to  be  bnt  a  temporary  one,  that  I 
esteem  to  be  best  whidi  retpiirM  tlte  least  time 


With  great  defbrmoe  I  have  wahmitUd  t) 


to  me  to  be  the  bettor  iri , 

I  must  own,  it  is  a  snuect  on  which  I  am 
.BO  fully  informed  as  I  wish  to  be,  &ad  there 
hope  the  indolgenoe  of  the  ooinimtt«e  in  1 
nderingiL 

Mr.  FinanfOHS.— I  observe,  Mr.  Chairat 
by  what  tbe  gentlemen  have  said,  who  b 
spoken  on  the  snlijeot  before  yoa,  that  the  [ 
posed  plan  of  revenue  is  viewed  by^  them  t 
temporary  system,  to  be  continned  (Milj-  ni 
proper  materials  are  brought  forward  and 
ranged  in  more  perfect  form.  I  confess, 
that  I  carry  my  views  on  this  mbject  mi 
further;  that  I  earnestly  with  sncb  a  < 
which,  in  its  operation,  will  be  some  way  ai 
qnate  to  our  present  situation,  sa  it  reb-pe 
—    agriealtnre,  our   manufiKtorea,    and  t 


An  honorable  gent]«naii  Qtr.  Z>Awsx?n 
has  expressed  an  opinion  that  on  eDiimerat> 
of  articles  will  operate  to  confuse  the  btuooe 
So  far  am  I  from  seeing  it  in  this  point  of  vie' 
that,  on  the  contrary,  1  conceive  it  will  tend 
"'  ilitate  it  I>oes  not  every  gentlcniaii  di 
rer  that,  when  a  partioolar  article  is  offen 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  he  wi 
be  better  able  to  give  his  opinion  npon  it  tht 
~"  -u  aggregate  qneetion !  becau»e  the  partii 
convenient  impost  laid  on  such  article  b 
individual  States  is  more  or  less  known  to  ever 
member  in  the  committee.  It  is  also  we 
known  that  the  amount '  of  such  revenne  i 
more  accurately  calculated  and  better  to  b 
relied  on,  because  of  the  oerttdnty  of  collec 
tion,  less  being  left  to  the  officers  employed  h 
bringing  it  forward  to  the  public  tressnry.  I 
being  my  opinion  that  an  enumeration  of  arti 
cles  will  tend  to  clear  away  difficnltiea,  I  wid 
aemauy  to  be  select«d  as  possible;  for  this  re» 
son  I  have  prepared  myself  with  an  additiiwai 
number,  which  I  wish  subjoined  to  those  al- 
ready mentdoned  in  the  moiJon  on  yonr  table; 
amcHig  theee  are  some  calculated  to  enconragt 
the  productions  of  our  country,  and  protect  our 
infent  manufactures ;  besides  others  tending  to 
operate  as  Humptnary  restrictions  upon  articles 
which  are  often  tinned  those  of  luxury.  The 
amendment  I  mean  to  ofier  is  in  these  words: 
I  shall  read  it  in  my  place,  and,  If  I  am  second- 
ed, hand  it  to  you  ^  the  consideration  of  the 
committee. 

Baolred,  A)  tha  opIsioD  of  Oili  committoe,  diat 
the  fallowing  dctiea  ought  to  be  hud  on  gpoit, 
warea,  and  merchaudue  imported  into  tbu  Uoiud 
Statu,  to  wit : 

[The  ariadee  enumerated  for  doty  were  beer, 
ale,  and  porter;  bee^  pork,  butter,  candle^ 
cheese,  eoq>,  cider,  boots,  steel,  9able8,  cordsM, 
twine  or  pack  thread,  malt,  naila,  spikes,  tacis, 
o(  brads ;  salt,  tobacco,  snuff,  bluik  boojc^ 
writing,  printing,  and  wr^ping  paper;  paste- 
board, cabinet  ware;  buttoDs,  saddles,  glove^ 
hats,  millinery,  castings  of  iron,  slit,  or  roUea 
iron;  leather,  shoes,  wppcra,  and  golo  shoes; 
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tam±,  ebnio^  and  otb^  taoi  wh«el  carriagu; 
AaM,  mHo,  or  other  two  wb««l  cairiogw ;  not* 
tnegB,  dniMinoii,  clov«a,  rauna,  fl^  oorranta, 

Hus  motioa  waa  meaoAtA  bj  Mr.  Bohobx- 


oC  Uie  artieles  raomerated  ii 
t  JuBt  offered;  bat  I  un  melined  to 
Siak,  that  eateiiiig  eo  minatel}'  into  the  detail, 
«in  eaaaiiiiw  too  mncA  of  our  time,  and  there- 
bf  km  u  ft  Kreater  mm  than  the  additioaal 
imtKMt  on  the  Mst-mentiraMd  artielea  will  bring 
ii;  beMue  there  m^be  doabts  whether  mtaj 
tt  them  are  eatable  ot  bearing  an  inoreaaed 
Adjj  but  this,  ar,  ia  not  the  ease  with  thoae 
■oitHDed  in  Uie  motkn  ot  mj  oofieaf^e ;  for 
I  bcfiere  it  vill  be  readUf  admitted  on  all  eddee, 
Ad  mh  artklfla  as  mm,  wines,  and  Minr, 
have  the  c^wdtr  of  bearing  an  additional  datj 
baidM  a  per  cent,  ad  vaiortm.  His  STatem 
ffpmn  to  be  mmple,  and  its  principles  I  con- 
eate,  are  aoch  as  gentlemen  are  agreed  upon, 
eoatoamiQj  m  bill  foouded  therenpoD  woold 
paM  this  Honae  in  a  few  dayi ;  the  tmeration  of 
the  hw  would  oommenoe  earlj,  ana  the  trea- 
mrj  be  fiuniahed  with  money  to  answer  the 
i**™^*  npoD  it  This  law  woold  oontdnne 
nntS  nutore  deliberatiwi,  ample  diaotunon,  and 
lUl  intbrmatioii,  enaUed  as  to  complete  a  per- 
bettTitemor  revenne:  for,  in  order  to  oharge 
ipcdfied  artklfla  of  mannfictore,  bo  as  to  en- 
eonnge  onr  domeatio  oneaj  it  will  be  neoenBr; 


hbw  md  time,  and  will  perh^>s  reqali 
of  each  than  the  oommittoe  have  now  in  their 
power.  Let  oa,  therefore,  act  npon  the  principles 
winch  am  admitted,  and  talie  in  the  moet  ma- 
terial and  ^tidactire  articlea,  leaving  to  a 
period  rf  toon  leisure  and  information  a  plan 
to  embrace  the  whole. 

lb".  Teoxek. — In  omnmon  with  the  other 
gwitlwnwi  mt  this  floor,  I  consider  the  subject 
«hicb  eogagea  onr  present  deliberationa  as  of 
Tcrr  great  importance  as  it  relates  to  onr  lagri- 
eoltara,  mannfafttiirea,  and  oomnjerce;  1  aJso 
(MuideT  it  of  ctHiseqaence  that  we  shonld  give 
M  Htaa&ctum  to  onr  oonatitaente  bj  onr  de- 
BBoOfbe  that  whatever  it  maj;  and  I  think 
flm  Bxet  likelj  to  be  effected  by  establishing 
a  ponanent  r^nlation,  alQioogh  in  the  interim, 
a  l«nipcni7  system  may  be  e^»edienL 

I  hire  DO  olqection,  nr,  to  go  m  lor  into  the 
mattw  H  to  pass  a  law  to  ooUeot  an  impost  ad 
iiltrrm,  whilst  it  is  nnderstood  to  be  bnt  a 
tenqwcary  syetem;  and  likewise  to  lay  e  dot; 
en  Rich  enumerated  arlioiea  of  importation  as 
hsTe  hem  heretofore  considered  as  proper  ones 
ij  the  Coi^Teaa  of  1783.  So  fitr,  sir,  Ue  mat- 
ter maj  be  plain  to  as,  and  we  mn  no  hazard 
of  doing  any  thing  which  may  give  dissati^^ 
tim  to  any  Btate  in  the  ITnion.  The  dnUea 
ptfKMed  l^  the  Congress  of  1788  were,  I  be- 
oan,  five  per  cent,  on  the  valoe  of  all  goods 


the  several  Statea,  that  I  think  we  nm  no  r 
of  giving  tunbrage  to  any  by  adopting  the  plan ; 
bat  the  other  articles  which  have  jost  been 
offered,  are,  I  apprehend,  to  many  of  as  so 
novel,  and,  at  the  same  dme,  so  imporUnt,  aa 
to  make  it  hard  to  determine  the  propriety  of 
taxing  them  in  a  few  hoots,  or  even  in  a  fow 
days. 

In  order  to  preserrethe  peace  and  tranqoiUity 
of  the  Union,  it  vill  become  necessary  that 
mntoal  deference  and  aoooomiodation  should 
take  plaoe  on  sntfjeota  so  important  as  the  one  I 
have  first  touched  Qp<m.  And,  in  order  that 
this  may  take  plaoe^  it  is  proper  that  gentlemeo 
deliver  th«r  sentimJNita  with  freedom  and  can- 
dor. I  have  done  this  in  a  manner  which  I 
conceived  it  my  dnty  to  da  and  shall  Jost  rft- 
peat  that  I  wish  to  oonflne  the  qoestion  to  tliat 
part  of  the  motion  mode  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  (Mr.  IfADieoir,)  which 
respects  laying  a  general  impost  on  the  valne  of 
all  goods  imported,  and  the  small  enomeration 
which  preoedes  it :  if  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
do  otherwise,  I  shall  be  nnder  the  necessity  of 
moving  for  a  division  of  the  qnestion.  If  I 
shoald  lose  this,  end  a  high  tonnage  daty  be 
insisted  on,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  meaaare  alt<^ther ;  when,  if  the  buaincM  is 
condocted  on  pruidples  of  moderation,  I  shall 
give  my  vote  ior  it  to  a  oertun  degree. 

Mr.HjUCTLBT. — If  we  consolt  the  history  of  the 
ancient  world,  we  shall  see  that  they  have  thought 
proper,  for  a  long  time  past,  to  give  great  en- 
oonrsgement  to  Uie  establiahment  of  manafao- 
tnree,  by  laying  each  partial  duties  on  the  imp<^ 
talion  of  foreign  goods,  as  to  give  the  home  mano- 
fiiotnres  a  considerable  advantage  in  the  price 
when hron^btto market  Itisalsowellknown to 
this  committee,  that  there  are  many  articles  that 
will  bear  a  higher  dnty  than  others,  which  are  to 
remain  in  the  common  mass,  and  be  taxed  with 
a  oert^n  impost  ad  talorem.  From  this  view 
of  the  subject  I  think  it  both  poliUo  and  jost 
that  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General  Grovent- 
ment  should  extend  to  all  those  manofactares 
which  will  tend  to  national  utility.  I  am  there- 
fore sorry  that  gentlemen  seem  to  fli  their  mind 
to  BO  early  a  period  as  1788 ;  for  we  very  well 
know  onr  dronmstancas  are  much  changed 
I  that  time :  we  bad  then  Int  few  mano&o- 
tares  among  ns,  and  the  vast  qoantities  of  goods 
that  Sowed  in  upon  as  from  Europe,  at  the  oon- 
clasion  of  the  war,  rendered  those  few  almost 
useless ;  since  then  we  have  been  forced  by  ne- 
cessity, and  varions  other  oaases,  to  increase 
r  domestic  manufactaree  to  such  a  degree  as 
be  able  to  fomish  some  in  snC&cient  quantity 
answer  the  conaomptian  of  the  whole  Union, 
while  others  are  daily  growing  into  importance. 
Oar  atofck  of  materials  is,  in  many  ii  ' 
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equal  to  th»  graaHat  damand,  and  onr  artiHiu 
•cedent  to  wcvk  tliem  np  even  for  ej^xntation. 
In  theae  CMe^  I  take  it  to  be  the  polio7  of  every 
cnli^itenad  natton  to  give  their  mannftotorw 
tJiat  degree  ot  enoonragemflat  neoeesary  to  per- 
feet  them,  withoat  op[H-eflring  the  other  parts  of 
ttie  aommniiitf ;  and  ondw  thia  enconragement, 
ttie  indnattr  of  the  mann&otiirer  will  be  em- 
ployed to  add  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

Hr.  ILUKSW. — From  what  haa  been  aoggeet- 
ed  bj  the  gentlemen  that  have  spoken  on  the 
ntbject  before  no,  I  am  led  to  apprehend  we 
■iull  be  onder  the  neceaeity  of  travdling  fiir- 
tiler  into  an  inTeAJoadon  of  prtnciplea  than 
what  I  (mppoaed  woold  be  necessary,  or  had  in 
otmtetn^^oii  when  I  ofbred  the  propodtioiu 
iMfore  yon. 

I  am  eenrible  that  there  is  great  wdght  in  the 
observation  that  fbll  from  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Sonth  Oarolina,  (Ur.  Trroxa^  that 
it  will  be  neoeesary,  on  the  one  hand,  to  weigh 
and  regard  the  sentiments  of  the  gentlemen 
ttom  the  differrait  parte  of  the  TJnitM  Statee; 
bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  we  mnst  limit  onr  eon- 
dderation  on  tlus  head,  and,  notwithatanding 
all  the  deference  and  respect  we  pay  to  thoee 
sentimeDte,  we  mnst  oonsider  tiie  seuwal  interest 
of  the  Union ;  for  this  is  as  mnch  every  gentle- 
man's doty  to  consider  as  is  the  local  or  State 
interest — and  any  system  of  impost  that  this 
oommittee  may  adopt  mnst  be  lonnded  on  the 
principles  of  matoal  ooneesaion. 

Geatlemen  will  be  pleased  to  reooUeot,  that 
those  parts  of  the  Union  which  oontribote  more 
nnder  one  system  than  the  other,  are  also  thoee 
parts  more  thinly  planted,  and  consequently 
stand  most  in  need  of  national  protection; 
therefore  they  will  have  lees  reason  to  complain 
of  nneqnal  bnrthena. 

There  is  another  considerftlion ;  the  States 


interests  attended  to  in  some  degree, 
theee  Statee  retained  the  power  ^  rrmMng  re- 
gnlatjons  of  trade,  they  bad  the  power  to  pro- 
tect and  cherish  mch  institnUons ;  by  adopting 
the  present  oonstitation,  they  have  thrown  the 
exercise  of  this  power  into  other  hands :  they 
Braat  have  done  this  with  an  expectation  th^ 
those  interests  would  not  be  neglected  hera 

In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  proper  also  for 
^NitlMnen  to  oonrider  the  means  of  enooarag- 
ing  the  great  staple  of  Amerioa,  I  mean  agii- 
eoitnre;  which  I  thinkm^jiutly  be  styled  the 
■b^  4»  the  United  States,  from  the  soontane- 
ona  prodnotloDs  whidi  nature  fdmlsiiefl,  and 
tiie  manifoet  advantage  it  has  over  every  other 
object  of  emolument  in  thia  country.  If  we 
compare  the  cheapnees  of  onr  land  with  that  of 
other  nations,  we  see  so  decided  an  advantage 
In  that  cheapness,  as  to  have  foil  confidence  of 
being  uniivaUed.  With  respect  to  the  object  of 
monufsotnrea,  other  oooutriee  may  and  do  rival 
ns ;  bnt  we  may  be  si^d  to  have  a  monopoly  in 
agricnltnre ;  the  poeaesaion  of  the  soil,  and  the 
lownees  of  ite  price,  give  as  as  much  a  monopo- 
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\j  in  this  caae,  as  any  nation  or  oUier  parts  cf 
tiie  world  have  in  the  inoDop<4y  of  any  artide 
whatever;  but,  with  this  advantage  to  as,  that 
it  cannot  be  shared  nor  iqjured  by  rivalship. 

If  my  general  principle  ii  a  sood  one,  thtt 
oommeroe  ought  to  be  free,  and  labor  and  in- 
dustry left  at  larM  to  find  ita  proper  ol^t,  the 
only  thing  which  remuns  will  be  to  discover 
the  exoqrijoiu  that  do  not  oome  within  the  ink 
I  have  laid  down.  I  agree  with  the  gentlemin 
from  Pennaylvania,  that  there  are  ezceptii»4 
important  in  themselves,  and  which  claim  tbe 
partioidar  attention  of  the  oommittee.  Although 
the  freedom  of  commerce  would  be  edvanta- 
geoos  to  the  world,  yet,  in  some  parldcnlars,  (hh 
naticKi  might  anffer  to  benefit  ewers,  and  thii 
on^t  to  M  fbr  the  general  good  <tf  society. 

The  next  exception  that  oomirs,  is  one  on 
whioh  great  stfeee  ia  Imd  by  erane  well  izilbna- 
ed  men,  and  this  with  great  planiibility.  HA 
eftch  nation  should  have  within  itadf  the  meau 
of  deface,  independent  of  foreign  suppUv: 
that  in  whatever  relates  to  the  opentiaat  ol 
war,  no  State  on^t  to  depend  npwi  a  preca 
riotis  supply  from  any  part  of  the  world.  Then 
may  be  eome  tmtb  m  thia  remaik,  and  there 
fore  it  ia  proper  for  legislative  attention.  I  im, 
though,  well  permaded  that  the  reasuiins  on 
this  Botyeot  has  bem  carried  too  for.  The  M' 
cultiea  we  ezpeilenoed  a  few  years  ago,  of  o)> 
tainlng  military  Bup[dieB,  ought  not  to  fomiil 
too  much  in  uvor  m  an  establishment  whidi 
would  be  difficult  and  expensive ;  because  ma 
nstd(Hial  (diancter  is  now  establlahed  and  re 
cognized  throu^Dt  the  woiU,  and  tiie  lawt 
of  war  taror  natiiMial  exertion  more  than  intee 
tine  commotion,  so  that  there  is  good  reasmtt 
believe  that  when  it  heoomes  neoesaory,  we  ntsj 
obtain  snppliea  frnn  abroad  as  readily  as  anj 
other  naUon  whatsoever.  I  have  mentions 
this,  because  I  think  I  see  something  among  tin 
enumerated  artioles  that  seems  to  favor  audi  i 

Ifr.  BotmnroT. — I  bdieve  that  it  wOl  ntd  bi 
disputed,  that  the  best  and  easiest  way  of  sop 
plying  the  pnblio  wants,  is  by  raising  a  revenm 
on  the  importation  of  goods  by  way  of  impost 
though  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  dtaie 
I  conf^  is  a  subject  on  which  I  stand  greatl] 
in  need  of  information.  I  should,  therefim 
most  cordially  comply  with  the  request  of  tb 
seatleman  from  South  Oarolina,  (Hr.  Tuckz^ 
m  OTder  to  obtain  time  for  oonnderation,  an 
to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  absent  gentlemen,  ii 
order  that  we  may  have  that  asdstance  whicl 
is  to  be  derived  from  them.  Did  I  consider  tin 
question  on  the  present  motion  final,  J  shonk 
be  at  a  loss  how  to  act ;  bnt  this,  I  take  it,  i 
not  the  case.  I  presume  it  is  intended  by  tb 
mover  only  to  lay  his  motion  on  the  table,  wi^ 
the  original  propodtions  open  for  debate  and  con 
sideration,  till  the  committee  are  possessed  o 
sufficient  information  to  proceed.  I  also  oonite 
that,  in  general,  I  am  in  favor  of  apecilic  dniie 
on  enumerated  articles.  I  E&all  therefore  vob 
for  the  amendment;  but,  in  doing  this,  I  shsl 
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BOt  eoadder  nyMlf  h  boimd  to  mppott  the 
vkda,  Dw,  indeed,  snjr  partionlar  srtide  which, 
ifoa  dna  MondenttOD,  I  m^r  deem  either  im- 
pfitiiT  w  nqfiMt;  fcr  I  oennot  oonouTB^  tlut, 
if  idopting  Qie  auendment,  we  tie  up  our 
hands,  or  prereDt  ftitare  disoiueitHL  No,  nr, 
Ihit  ia  not  tbe  owe ;  and  w  I  trust  we  all  have 
the  aame  oUect  in  view,  namelj,  tbe  public 
good  of  the  UiUlAd  Statei,  lo  I  hope  that  a 
wtDiBg  c«r  win  be  teat  to  ereij  w>podti<Hi 
fksij  ta  pranote  this  end:  Jior  do  I  diinbt  bnt 
MBtkoMB  an  mtitiuUr  iiuUned  to  aaorifioe 
local  adtaiititgfn  fi>r  the  aoomopliahment  of  t^ 


On  motitm  of  Hr.  Ijb,  tlte  oommittee  rose 
■id  raportad  progreaa,  Kid  the  Eooae  a^onm- 


Satuxdat,  .^iiil  11. 

Tb.  CvnOK  nbiiutted  it  to  the  oonalden- 
tin  at  the  committee,  how  &r  It  wai  beat  to 
ttbg  prapodtions  fin-ward  Id  this  waj.  Not 
that  be  olijected  to  this  mode  of  encooraging 
raanidhctaree  and  obtaining  reTence,  by  com- 
biBJiig  the  two  olfieota  in  one  bill  He  wu  ea^ 
tiaSed  Uiat  a  pofiocal  neoeent;  existed  for  both 
Oe  me  and  the  other,  and  it  would  not  be  amiai 
tedo  it  in  this  w^,  but  pertw«  Uie  bnrineee 
woold  be  more  apeedilr  aooompMied  b7  enter- 
tac  upon  it  ^r*tematicall7. 

Mr.  BocnnroT. — It  appears  to  me  that  this 
boanees   of  rminng  reveoQe    points  out  two 


proper  objects  of  taxation,  and  the  probable 
amoont  (K  rerenne  from  eacL  The  second  is, 
the  i«oper  mode  of  collecting  the  monej  aris- 
iat  tntn  this  ftmd,  wben  the  object  and  its 
cnoont  are  ascertained.  There  are  three 
names  fkvm  which  we  may  gain  inlbrmation 
on  the  fitel  qnertion,  nsmelj,  from  the  revenne 
bws  of  the  different  Statee,  for  I  I>eIieTe  a  par- 
tU  nvenoe  haa  been  raiaed  slmoat  in  ererr 
State  by  an  Impost.  The  second  sonrce  of  In- 
ftrmatim,  >od  a  rtrj  natural  one,  Is  the  gn«t 
7  of  jnenlianta  spread  thronghont  the  Dhit- 
Btates ;  this  is  a  voir  reepectable  and  well- 
Wbrraed  body  of  our  fsllow-citisena,  and  great 
dafcRoee  oo^t  to  be  paid  to  their  commani- 
ratinnii  thfij  are  In  a  pecoliar  ritnation  under 
the  piaamt  eonelitotimi,  to  which  they  are 
■jtuafly  eateenied  linoere  fiiends— tiiey  ai« 
HM  more  immediately  interested  in  the  event 
cftbe  pnwoaed  meaanni,  than  any  other  dass 
of  men.  To  this  Government  they  look  for 
{roteetkiti  and  snpport,  and  fi^  sacb  r^nlations 
aa  ate  beneficial  to  oommeroe ;  for  these  reasona, 
I  think  they  deserve  our  confidence,  end  we 
audit  to  obtain  from  tbem  mch  information  aa 
vfll  enable  the  Congress  to  proceed  to  a  gen- 
enl  permanent  qystem  on  more  solid  principles. 
There  are  genOemen  on  this  floor  well  oalon- 
lated  to  rqtresent  tlie  mwcanlile  interests  of 
fUa  eoDutry,  and  In  whose  integri^  and  abili- 
tiaa  I  have  the  hi^iest  ccnfidence;  bnt  it  Is  the 
tujat  the  manbtfa  of  this  body  to  see  that 


the  priociplea  npon  which  we  aet,  are  those  oal- 
onl^ed  to  pronMrie  the  general  good,  and  not 
oonflned  to  the  local  interaata  of  a  few  indivi- 
doals.  »  even  tndividiul  States,  so  that  they 
will  decline  trosting  alone  to  this  npeoiea  of  in- 
formaticm,  when  another  is  attainiUe. 

Mr.  TiratuiQsn  thoogbt  it  best  to  make  the 
system  as  perfect  as  poanble  before  theecanmit- 
tee  determined  its  dnratiw. 

Mr.  HuiisoH,  that  the  snijeot  which  was  nn> 
der  consideration  divided  itsu^  at  had  been  ob- 
served by  the  bonoraUe  gentlemm  from  Jersey, 
into  two  parts;  and  hence  he  oraolnded  ^tut 
they  might  yen  prcraerly  be  provided  ftw  by 
two  Bimvste  biUs;  and  while  the  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  are  selecting  articles  and  taxing 
tbnn,  another  oommittee  can  be  employed  in 
deviaing  the  mode  ot  txHeedaa.  This  method 
he  thought  more  likely  to  reconcile  the  tqiin- 
ions  of  the  committee  than  any  he  had  heard 


gave  it  aa  hi*  opinion,  that  in 
fixing  the  dntjee  on  particular  artiolea,  if  t^y 
oonla  not  ascertain  the  exact  qnantom,  it  would 
be  better  to  nm  the  risk  of  raring  in  setting 
low  dntiee  than  hi{^  ones,  because  it  was  leas 
injuiona  to  commerce  to  rgjse  them  than  to 


dntiee  which  some  gentlemen  might  ti 
higli,  as  he  thought  it  better  to  derive  revenoe 
fivm  impost  than  from  direct  taxatiim,  or  any 
other  method  in  their  power.  He  moved  that 
the  artiola  of  mm  shomd  be  chafed  with  fif- 
teen onta  per  gallon— he  need  the  term  oenta 
beoanse  it  was  a  denomination  of  national  omn, 
fixed  by  the  late  Oongreea,  ten  of  which  make 
a  dimt  and  ten  dimti  one  dollar. 

Mr.  BioTH  was  ^iptehenMve  fifteen  cents 
would  be  too  high,  and  therefbre  moved  ten 
cents,  which  he  thought  would  raise  more  reve- 
nae  than  the  other. 

Mr,  Maduox  advised  and  moved  for  the  ris- 
ing of  theoMnmitte^iaorderto^vegenUranan 
time  to  make  up  th^  minds  respecting  Ilia 
qnantom  of  impost  to  be  laid  on  eaoh  article. 

MovsAT,  April  IS. 

WniuK  Flotd,  frmn  New  York;  Tnoiua 
SnanoxBon,  tnxa  New  Jersey;  Joanui.  Sbskt, 
fitnn  Maiyuiid;  EiUHTm  Bobex,  fiAinXL  Hu- 
aaa,  and  Wiuuji  Staia,  tnm  Bonth  Oartdina, 
appeared  and  took  tlxir  aaata. ' 
On  motion, 

Onhrtd,  That  Mr.  Baireoir,  -Mr.  Pma 
MrBLKinaao,  and  Mr,  Qsuhm,  be  a  committee 
to  ocMuider  of  and  report  to  the  Honse  remeot- 
ing  the  ceremonial  ot  reorivlng  the  PraBoent, 
and  that  tbey  be  ontliorlEed  to  ooatn  with  a 
oommittee  of  tlie  Senate  lor  tlw  pnrpoee. 

TcEBDAT,  April  14. 

The  House  agidn  rewdved  Itself  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Wbole  on  the  state  of  the  tTnion; 
Mr.  PAOK  in  the  chair. 


.  Goot^lc 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 


Ur.  Bumt,  from  V1if1]il&,  thought  the  com- 
ndttee  not  prapkred  to  enter  on  the  bnsuie«8  of 
impost  In  the  accurate  manner  which  the  fona 


he  was  to  go  into  the  mesmire  of  a  permanent 
natem;  bat  he  oonid  not  agree  to  prtKeedat 
this  time,  for  want  of  information.  When  he 
looked  at  the  list  of  articles,  he  sav  some  oal- 
colated  to  sire  encouragement  to  home  mana- 
ftctores.  This  might  be  in  some  degree  proper ; 
bnt  it  was  a  well-known  ftct,  that  the  mann- 
fhctnring  arte  in  America  were  011I7  in  their  in- 
&D07,  and  far  from  being  able  to  answer  the 
demands  of  the  ooDntry ;  then  certrinly  yon  lay  a 
tax  upon  the  whole  commonity,  in  onJer  to  pot 
the  money  in  the  pockets  of  a  few,  whenever  yon 
bnrtben  the  importation  with  a  heavy  impost. 

Mr.  SooTT, — The  sabject  before  ns  natorally 
divides  itself  into  two  heads.  Krat,  what  ar- 
ticle shall  be  tbe  snbjoot  of  a  particular  tax, 
and  what  shall  remMn  in  the  eommoD  mass 
liable  to  an  impost  ad  valorem  f  The  second, 
what  the  smn  is  that  ia  proper  fbr  the  article 
we  select)  For  both  these  points  wUl  be  ne- 
cessary, becanse  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
all  articles  can  be  ennmerated,  while  some  cer- 
tainly ooghL  This  being  the  case,  it  leads  ns 
to  inqnire  what  rale  or  principle  uiall  be  laid 
down  in  order  to  meke  a  proper  discrimination ; 
for  Barely  some  reason  shoiild  ho  assigned  for 
this  distinction.  I  presmne  the  particular  arti- 
cle which  is  to  be  aalijectod  to  an  extraordinary 
dnty  most  either  come  at  so  cheap  a  rate,  ac- 
cording to  its  intrinsic  value,  as  to  bear  a  great- 
er impost  witboat  b«ng  nnreasonably  expen- 
sive, or  it  most  be  one  which  we  do  not  stand 
in  need  of  at  sU,  and  only  used  for  the  pnrposes 
of  Inxory.  If  an  article  dow  not  come  with- 
in one  of  these  deecriptiona,  T  see  no  reason  why 
it  shonld  be  taxed  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Galx,  the  word  rum  was 
changed  into  distilled  spirits  of  Jamdca  proof. 

Mr.  L1.WBIKOB  proposed  to  lay  twelye  cents 
(»  this  artida,  saymg,  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman, 
It  will  be  neoesaary  to  conader,  when  we  are 
abont  to  lay  a  dnty  on  any  article,  how  far  it  is 
likely  to  be  collected,  especially  if  onr  main  ob- 
ject is  to  obtain  revenue  by  onr  impost.  I 
trust  it  does  not  require  mnch  illnstration  to 
prove  to  the  satdsbction  of  the  committee,  that 
if  yon  lay  yonr  datiee  too  high,  it  will  be  a 
temptation  to  Bmnggling;  for,  in  the  proportion 
which  that  smn  bears  to  the  valne  of  the  arti- 
cle, will  be  the  risk  nm  in  every  attempt  to  in- 
troidnoB  it  in  a  clandestine  maimer,  and,  if  this 
temptation  is  made  too  strong,  the  article  will 
fbmish  no  revenne.  I  believe,  if  the  commit- 
tee shall  impose  a  dn^  of  fifteen  cents,  aa  pro- 
posed by  tbe  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
Bhibiuk,)  it  will  be  ao  strong  a  temptation  for 
smugging,  that  we  shall  lose  onr  revenue  alto- 
gether, or  be  compelled  to  nse  a  mode  of  col- 
leotion  probably  difierent  from  what  we  have 
been  aocnstMned  to — a  mode  so  expensive  a*  to 
absorb  the  whole  produce  of  the  tax. 


I  wish  to  lay  as  la^ie  a  snm  on  this  article  as 
good  policy  may  deem  expedient;  it  ia  an  arti- 
cle of  great  oonsnmptjon,  and  thongh  it  cannot 
be  reckoned  a  necessary  of  life,  yet  It  is  in  soch 
genera]  nse,  that  it  may  be  expected  to  pay  a 
very  considerable  sum  into  your  tressury,  whwi 
others  may  not  with  so  mnd)  certain^  be  relied 
upon.  Bat,  when  we  consider  the  rcdative  pro- 
portion of  the  first  coat  of  it,  and  the  Stteea 
cents  dnty,  we  shall  Snd  It  abont  one  third. 
This,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  ia  too  high,  as  the 
risk  of  a  total  lo«  may  be  ventured  in  order  to 
save  BO  great  a  som ;  it  Is  sorely  a  great  tempt*- 
tion,  and  I  dread  its  oooseqnencee  on  more  ao- 
ooanta  than  one. 

Mr.  MADieoK. — I  would  tax  this  article  with 
as  high  a  duty  as  can  be  collected,  and  I  am 
sore,  if  we  judge  from  what  we  have  heard  and 
seen  in  the  several  parta  of  the  TMon,  that  it 
is  the  sense  of  the  people  of  America  that  this 
article  ahonld  have  a  dnty  imposed  upon  it 
weighty  indeed.  The  dnty  proposed  by  tbs 
gentieman  from  New  York  ^Mr.  Lawbrhoi) 
very  little  exceeds  what  is  laid  in  this  Stale^ 
and  very  little  what  is  laid  in  some  other  Ststesi 
while  some  have  thoaght  it  expedient  to  impose 
an  excise  saperior,  Tne  question  then  ia,  whe- 
Uier  the  higneet  som  can  be  collected  1  I  am 
of  opinion  that  higher  doties  may  generally  be 
collected  nnder  the  government  of  the  Union 
than  oonld  be  nnder  that  of  the  particnlar 
States,  .beouue  It  has  been  the  i>olioy  of  some, 
not  only  to  decline  going  hand  in  hand  toge- 
ther, bnt  Bottudhr  to  oppose  regulations  made  in 
a  neighboring  State.  Bring  persuaded,  like- 
wise,, that  the  highest  som  will  not  exceed  the 
power  of  the  law  to  enfbroe  the  ooIlecUra  0^  I 
shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  BoDDiFOT. — I  am  in  &vor  of  ta^ng  this 
article  as  hif  h  as  there  is  a  probalnlity  of  col- 
lectjng  the  duty.  I  think  our  doingso  will  an- 
swer two  or  three  good  porposee.  The  present 
object  of  the  committee  is  to  ruse  a  revenue, 
and  DO  article  on  the  list  before  yoo  is  more 
likely  to  be  prodactive  than  this  one;  but  a 
high  doty  may  also  discourage  the  use  of  ardent 

Su-Lts;  if  not^  it  may  discoorage  the  West  In- 
»B  from  tammg  their  molaases  into  mm.  This 
being  tbe  case,  they  have  no  other  market  fiv 
molaaees  than  this  conntry,  and  onr  own  distil- 
leries, with  the  advantages  ariaing  therefrom, 
will  be  able  to  rival  them  in  the  mann&ctore  m 
that  article ;  bo  far  it  may  tend  to  the  benefit 
criT  the  country.  I  conceive  It  might  be  propw, 
on  these  accounts,  to  lay  a  much  fairer  dn^ 
than  has  been  proposed,  were  it  not  for  the  o(m- 
siderationa  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  we  run  a  risk  of  lodng  all  by 
grasping  at  too  much. 

Mr.  L^WBBNOs. — The  sum  proposed  is  hi^er 
than  the  dnty  collected  in  this  Stst^  which  is 
aboat  eight  cents;  I  tear,  therefore,  that  it  can- 
not be  collected.  If  we  are  to  reason  and  act 
as  moralists  on  this  point,  I  am  certain  it  is  the 
wish  of  every  memW  to  prevent  the  use  of  ar- 
dent spirits  attogeUiar,  fbr  their  inflnenoe  on 
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tfaa  monb  of  the  people  ia  of  tlie  moat  perni- 
(som  kind.  Nor  Aoea  the  misohief  t«rmin&te 
tm,  IB  I  ipprehMtd  it  ia  equally  destrootive  to 
tbtbMhli;  bat  w«ar«  not  to  ddibent«  and  de- 
tvndne  on  this  flDbJ«Ot  as  moraUsta,  but  u 
pnliriwMn,  and  endeavor  to  draw  (if  I  maj  use 
tk  upieaioD)  from  the  vices  of  mankind,  that 
nrtirae  wMch  oar  citueos  miut,  in  one  form  or 
Mber,  coDtribnte.  The  question  is,  wh&t  ahall 
be  tbe  dntj  on  aar  partiaular  artide  1  To  ao- 
Mn{diah  this  pntpoee,  we  most  detennine  bj 
tha  draunatauoM  of  fbat  article.  Now,  it  we 
kj  1  high  da^  cm  Jamaica  mm,  it  ia  supposed 
it  wiQ  prereot  the  oonanmption ;  bot  tben  the 
nirpMe  we  have  in  view  is  friietrated,  either 
itasue  we  eunot  ocdleot  the  tax,  or  the  objeot 
rf  it  it  DO  longer  imported.  The  consequence 
in  thi«  latter  ease  would  be,  that  the  morals  of 
our  dtizeos  are  not  impured ;  yet  it  does  not 
tpfeai  to  me  that  thie  oonsequenoe  would  oer- 
twilf  Sow  from  a  system  of  high  duties.  I 
ntlis  fear  it  would  lead  no  further  than  to  set 
nn  (■  sdiemea  to  evade  the  datj ;  and  none 
of  n  are  igoorant  (tf  the  ingenuity  and  inven- 
tii»  which  can  be  exercised,  when  interest 
praaipls  mankind  to  an  evasion  of  the  taw. 
W«  know  the  mtoation  of  tlie  different  States ; 
-tfae  coast  di^NMed  by  its  prodigiooa  extent  to 
brer  erery  means  of  illicit  trade.  A  cargo  of 
nm  eotdd  be  landed  in  Jersey,  and  the  whole, 
nibqieed  in  small  vessels,  might  soon  be 
Itm^  into  Ukia  city.  If  this  should  be  the 
eftct  of  our  law,  we  have  no  other  way  to  cor- 
TsM  the  operatiaa,  bnt  by  adopting  a  mode  of 
etdltetiao  odious  to  aU,  on  aoooont  of  the  nn- 
nvoQi  train  of  officers  it  would  require  in  its 
•ueotim.  But  there  would  also  be  a  danger 
of  xtmala  ranninf;  into  oroeks  and  small  inlets, 
t*  the  purpose  at  landing  their  oargoea,  as  well 
IB  (s  the  sea  nhore.  Eraoe  a  necessity  would 
■it*  «f  Muploring  a  anmber  of  vMselfl  to  oheok 
Md  Mtteot  such  umsea,  and  the  probable  event 
vonld  be,  that  all  the  impost  ouleoted  would 
■0  to  ittnj  tbe  ezpenae  <k  getting  it  into  tlie 
taMKoy. 

The  ocnimittee  now  agreed  to  tax  ardent  epi- 
)it^  (tf  Jamaica  proa(  fifteen  cents;  and  all 
tth^  Koritaons  liquors  twelve  cents. 
On  ffllmg  m>  tlie  blank  on  molasses : 
Hi.  MuHMHf. — ^It  is  agreed,  I  pre«nm&  that 
^irits  of  every  kind  are  proper  oojects  of  taX' 
(dm,  bat  whether  we  shall  tax  spirits  in  tbe 
M  before  vBj  or  whether  we  ^lall  tax  the  ar- 
tida  from  which  it  cornea,  is  a  question  worthy 
tf  the  eonsideration  of  the  committee  for  sever- 
il  iMNna.  I  believe  it  will  be  best  to  lay  our 
buds  <n  tbe  dn^,  by  obarging  this  article  on 
'at  iniportati<Hi,  to  avtdd  a  more  diaagreeeble 
Manre.  I  would,  ther^ire,  l^y  aneh  a  dnty 
(nmolaaaa^  aaiaiwratwtioned  towhatwehave 
dSied  opcm  mm,  making  an  allowance  in  favor 


pw  gallon  wQl  allow  a  snffioient  advantage  to 
dm,  bat  of  this  I  am  Dot  podtave,  and,  toere- 
in,  disU  not  pertinaoionalf  adhere  to  tliat 


sum,  if  it  be  thou^t  too  high ;  but  I  presume  I 
am  right  in  the  prindple  upon  which  I  contend, 
that  we  ought  to  collect  tbe  doty  on  tbe  impor- 
tatitm  of  molasses,  in  preference  to  any  other 
way. 

Mr.  Trrzantosa. — I  think  the  duty  on  this 
article  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  npon  what 
has  been  already  agreed  to.  If  the  tax  of  West 
India  and  country  mm  is  not  well  proportioned, 
it  may  be  destructive  of  tbe  end  we  have  in 
contemplation.  It,  agreeably  to  the  idea  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Yorlt,  we  affix  a  low  duty, 
a  great  deal  more  rum  wUl,  iu  all  probability,  be 
dutilled  and  used,  than  heretofore ;  of  course,  it 
will  effectually  rival  tbe  Jamaica  ram,  and  the 
Union  will  lose  tbe  revenue  wbiob  we  calculata 
npoo.  Eight  cents,  X  apprehend,  is  as  well  pro- 
portioned to  the  other  taxes  as  oan  be  devised. 

Hr.  GoODSUB  con^dered  molasses  as  a  raw 
material,  essentially  requisite  for  tbe  well-being 
of  a  very  extensive  and  valuable  monnfacture. 
It  ought  likewise  to  be  considered  (as  was  troly 
stated)  a  neoessary  of  life.  In  the  Eastern  States 
it  entered  into  the  diet  of  the  poorer  claaaee  of 
people,  who  were,  from  tbe  decay  of  trade 
and  other  adventitious  cironmstanoes,  totally 
unable  to  sustain  such  a  weight  as  a  tax  of  eight 
cents  would  be  upon  them.  Moreover,  the  tax 
was  npon  particiilar  States  as  well  as  individuds, 
for  it  was  a  tacA  of  public  notoriety,  that  Uassa- 
obuaetta  ifflported  more  molasses  tluui  aU  the 
other  States  togethw.  She  imports  from  S0,00O 
to  40,000  ho^eads  onnnally.  He  would  make 
one  observation  more.  It  had  been  tbe  poUoy 
of  Great  Britain,  as  he  well  remembered,  to  en- 
oomber  and  depress  tbe  distillation  of  mdassea. 
To  do  this,  at  one  tune  they  laid  a  doty  of  three 
pence  sterling  per  gallon.  It  was  oonoeived  to 
be  an  oppressive  measure,  but  it  bod  little  other 
efibot  than  to  oanse  heart-burnings  and  enmity. 
It  produced  no  revenue,  and  the  Parliament 
were  forced  to  reduce  the  dn^  to  a  penny. 
From  experience,  therefore,  as  well  as  from  the 
argnmttits  before  urged,  he  was  inolined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  oommittee  would  be  satisfied  with 
fixing  B  lower  sum.  He  oonld  not  consent  to 
allow  more  than  two  cents. 

Mr.  Tu-ioBSB. — It  appears  to  me,  that  fbr 
the  wont  of  a  oertuu  ana  fixed  principle  to  act 
upon,  there  is  a  great  danger  of  making  some 
improper  eetahlisnments.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  I  wish  not  to  harry  on  the  buunese  with  so 
muob  predpitation.  Did  gentlemen  conrider, 
when  they  agreed  to  a  high  duty  on  ardent 
spirits,  that  it  would  be  a  pretext  for  luoreasing 
the  duties  on  a  necessary  of  life.  I  presume  a 
principal  reason  why  a  high  tax  on  ^irits  was 
admitted,  was  in  order  to  discourage  llie  use  of 
It  among  ourselves.  If  this  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee,  I  have  do  objection  to  the  bnr- 
then;  bnt,  even  here,  I  fear  difficulties  will 
arise.  Did  we  jndidously  examine  whether  the 
spirit  of  tbe  law  scoords  with  the  habile  and 
manner*  of  the  people  t  and  did  we  assore  our- 
edvee  (nF  the  fiill  exeestion  of  the  lawt    If  we 
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did  not,  tbe  aet  beoCHnet  Impolitic,  b«catiift  a 
Uv  whieh  MDDOt  be  ezeonted  teodB  to  mak« 
tlw  GoTemment  1«h  Mapeotkbl«L 

ill.  Ann. — ^I  hav«  not  had  Uie  advmtM*  of 
baaring  all  the  aivomeots  in  inopcMl  of  tbe 
eight  cents  pronosea ;  but  those  I  nave  heard  I 
am  not  s^sfied  wltL  The  prindpIeH  on  which 
thb  tax  is  founded,  J  nndentana  to  be  this; 
that  it  is  an  article  of  huniy,  and  of  pretty 
general  ootiaamptlon,  so  t^t  tjie  datj  is  ex- 
pected to  fhli  equally  npon  all ;  bnt  that  it  will 
cot  operat«  in  this  manner,  I  think  is  earily 
demonstrable.  Gan  a  dnty  of  fiftj  per  c«nt,  ad 
eoZormn,  paid,  as  it  were,  in  an  ezclonve  man- 
ner, bf  the  Btate  of  MaasachiuMti,  be  eqoal ) 
Ho^  rir.  Bat  tdJng  it  as  •  part  of  the  general 
mtem,  can  it  be  eqoal  iinleee  4  proportionable 
dot/,  eqoal  to  flit?  per  cent.,  is  1^  upon 
articles  oonsnmed  in  otiier  parts  of  the  Union  t 
No,  rir;  and  la  it  in  the  eontemplalicxi  of  gen- 
tlemen to  lay  dotiea  bo  Ugh  ae  to  [vodoM  this 
eqnalitj  1  I  tnut  it  is  not ;  becanse  soch  duties 
oonld  never  be  collected.  Is  not,  therefore, 
(Agbt  centa  disproportioned  to  the  rates  fixed,  or 
intended  to  be  imposed  on  other  erticleBt  I 
think  it  is ;  and,  if  to  these  oonmderstioas  we 
add  what  has  been  said  before,  Telative  to  Its 
being  m  raw  material  important  to  a  ooorider- 
able  mann&otnre,  we  eamot  heritate  to  r^ect 
it. 

However  gendemen  may  think  the  nse  of 
this  article  dangerous  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  onr  fellDW-citizens — I  woold  also  beg  them 
to  consider,  that  it  is  no  more  so  than  every 
other  kind  of  qtiritoons  liqoors;  that  it  will 
grow  into  an  article  for  exportation;  and  al- 
thoogh  I  admit  we  conld  export  it  even  encum- 
bered with  the  doty  proposed,  yet  by  it  we  run 
the  risk  of  having  the  manofactnre  totally 
mined,  for  it  can  hardly  now  stand  a  competi- 
tion at  home  with  the  West  India  rom,  mooh 
less  can  it  do  so  abroad.  '  If  the  manafactarere 
of  country  rum  are  to  be  devoted  to  certain 
min,  to  mend  the  morals  of  othen,  let  them  be 
admonished  that  they  prepare  themselves  for 
the  event :  but  in  the  way  we  are  aboat  to  take, 
destrnction  comes  on  bo  sadden,  they  have  not 
time  to  seek  refuge  in  any  other  employment 
whatsoever.  If  their  riWi^on  will  not  operate 
to  restrain  the  hand  of  iron  policy,  consider 
how  unmediately  they  are  oonneotfld  with  the 
most  essential  interests  of  the  Union,  and  then 
let  me  ask  if  it  is  wise,  if  it  is  reoondlable  to 
national  pmdenee,  to  tsike  measures  snbvereive 
of  your  very  existence  t  For  I  do  contend,  that 
the  very  existence  of  the  Eastern  States  depends 
upon  the  encooragement  of  their  navigation  and 
fishery,  which  receive  a  deadly  wonnd  by  an 
excessive  inipost  on  the  article  befbre  ns. 

I  would  concnr  in  any  measnre  calcnlated  to 
exterminate  the  poison  covered  noder  the  form 
of  ardent  spirits,  ftom  onr  country ;  but  it 
should  be  withont  violence.  1  approve  as  mnch 
as  any  gentleman  tbe  introdnction  of  malt 
liquors,  believing  them  not  so  pemicions  as  tbe 
one  in  common  nse;   but  before  we  restrain 


oertun  tliat  we  have  malt  wd  ho^  as  wdl  at 
brew-hoiiMa  for  the  manuAetare.  Now,  I  deny 
that  we  have  these  in  sufficient  abondJance  to 
the  eastward;  but  if  we  bad,  they  are  not  tand. 
Then  why  ehonld  the  poor  of  Manschnsetts  be 
taxed  for  the  beverage  they  nse  of  q)nioe,  mo- 
lasses and  water !  It  surely  is  nnrMS(Hiat4&  I 
hope  gentlemen  will  not  adopt  the  motion  fbr 
eight  cents  nnlil  they  are  fiiniiahed  with  souie 
better  evidence  of  its  [rropriety  and  poUcy  thio 
any  that  has  yet  been  given,  or  asl  eDef>ectthst 
can  be  given, 

Mr.  ^TzeiMoxB  wan  pleased  that  gmtlemea 
went  BO  ftiUy  into  a  disonsslon  of  a  eutgect 
which  they  ooooeived  of  great  importance,  bat 
he  begged  tJiem  not  to  lose  sight  of  an  obson- 
tion  t£at  had  already  been  made,  that  whenever 
a  particular  dmy  was  snppoeed  to  bear  hard  oa 
any  one  member  of  tbe  Dnicm,  It  ought  to  be 
r^arded  as  a  part  only  of  a  systwn  bearing 
eqo&lly  opon  all.  He  was  a  friend  to  eommwce, 
it  was  his  particular  profeerion,  and  what  bo 
had  prinoipftUy  devoted  bis  attention  to;  and 
theroTore  It  m^ht  Justly  be  imagined  he  was  un- 
willing to  fetter  it  with  reetrtdnts;  bntasamem- 
ber  (tf  this  body,  he  oonridered  it  proper  to  forcge 
a  pertinadODs  adfaeuon  to  that  ^stMn,  whoi 
its  intereet  csme  in  competition  with  the  general 
welbre. 

The  gentleman  from  MsMaohnsetts  (Xr. 
Ames)  has  represented  the  proposed  regul^m 
as  tending  eventnally  to  the  ruin  of  the  com- 
merce, fisheries,  and  manufactures  of  that  State. 
I  do  not  believe  (added  he)  such  a  oonseqnencs 
would  result  frcnn  a  duty  of  eight  cents  on  a 
gallon  of  molasses ;  if  1  did,  I  would  be  one  of 
the  last  to  advocate  the  measure ;  but  to  aade^ 
stand  this  oiroomstance  more  ftdty,  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  an  inquiry  of  the  ground  on  which  we 
stand.  The  State  of  HasBscbosetta  imports  a 
greater  proportion  of  this  article  than  any  other 
in  the  Union ;  she  will  have  therefore  (say  the 
opponents  of  tbe  measure)  to  pay  ezo]aa*ely  iU 
the  impost  upon  it.  Let  us  examine  this.  Boms 
part  <^  tbe  molassee  is  consumed  in  the  sub- 
stance, bot  all  the  reminder  is  distilled :  this 
mnst  either  be  consomed  in  tbe  State,  or  ex- 
ported from  it ;  in  the  tatter  case,  I  woold  pro- 
pose that  all  the  ram  shipped  to  foreign  nations 
ahonld  draw  back  the  duties  it  had  pud  as  mo- 
lasses. This  woold  obviate  all  that  was  t»ii 
relative  to  the  competition  between  this  State 
and  other  nations  at  a  foreign  maiket.  Astn 
whrt  is  exported,  bot  consomed  in  some  other 
parte  of  the  Unit«d  States,  it  is  but  proper  that 
a  duty  should  be  paid,  and  although  it  may  be 
advanced  in  the  first  instance  by  the  people  ot 
Maseachnsetts,  yet  it  will  be  nltimately  paid  by 
the  cODSomers  hi  other  parts. 

What  is  congomsd  within  the  Btate  itseU 
gentlemen  surely  do  not  mean  to  have  eiclnded 
from  a  duty,  if  they  oonsnme  more  coontry 
mm  than  West  India,  they  pay  a  less  duty  thin 
those  States  which  consmne  a  greater  proportion 
of  the  latter.    As  to  what  is  nsed  In  its  nw, 
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BBmimilhiBtimd  atiieiitwillbe  aaffldent  to  ob- 
tm,  Out  as  it  is  geaerallr  s  substitute  for 
Kpt,  tlw  ooDsmiiiera  will  tbenfbre  svoid  the 
tu  CD  tluit  aitiol«,  and  pay  it  on  the  other.  In 
PenMjlvsnia  ther  moMlr  tue  mgsr;  now,  if 
tlu  DMple  then  pv  a  tax  on  that  article,  it  ia 
bst  dutrilnitive  josnoe  that  the  people  of  Haa- 
--'    - ''^  pay  one  on  the  article  they  nsefbr  the 


Mi,  Goodhdx. — ^Fifteen  oenta,  the  nun  liud  on 
AoMiea  ^lirits^  Is  abont  <»e-tUrd  part  of  its 
ndnt;  now  d^t  oenta  on  molasMs  iioonsider- 
■Uj  more :  th«  f<niiier  is  an  article  itf  loxnry, 
■awM  ohserred  when  it  was  mider  eonsidera- 
ftn,  ther^nv  that  daty  might  not  be  improper ; 
bat  tlM  latter  cannot  l>e  said  to  partake  of  that 
qoalitj  iathe  sobstsno^  and  whenmannfikotored 
into  nun,  it  is  no  znore  a  Inxnrj  than  Jamaica 
iprita.  I  cannot  see,  therefore,  why  molaseee 
oo^  to  be  taxed  forty  or  fifty  per  cent  when 
the  otlitr  pays  bat  Uiir^-three.  Bnreiy  the 
soManee  oa^A  not  to  pa?  at  this  rate — then 
what  good  reason  can  be  oSsred  for  the  mea- 
Knr 

Mr.  Bocaaai  had  attended  to  the  argn- 
HMUs  of  the  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  Qm 
fsMtian,  and  was  led  to  believe  the  proportioa 
WIS  not  pri^terly  obserred.  By  the  reeolntion 
of  Ooi^nee  in  1788,  tlie  molaisee  was  fixed 
>pon  doe  emiadeTaticni  at  one  peimy,  and  Weet 
lB£a  rum  at  fbarpenoe.  The  proposed  propor- 
tion was  two-thirds  cf  what  is  cbwged  on  West 
tafa  nnn.  He  thon^t  this  too  high,  as  it 
vmld  be  an  encombruioe  on  a  ocmaderable 
maniibctnre ;  six  cents  were  therefore  a  more 
eqdtsble  rat«  than  ei^t  cents  were;  be  be- 
Bered  alsi^  that  it  was  as  much  as  the  article 
wooU  bear,  entedsUy  if  it  was  considered  that 
the  whtde  of  tlM  artude  was  not  manofootDred 
tato  ram,  bat  a  large  pnqMwtion  oonsmned  in 
SBbstanoe.  This  mi^t  slso  be  near  what  is  in- 
tanded  to  be  charged  on  sogar ;  by  fixing  it  at 
this  rate^  tike  neoem^  of  lowering  the  diity  at 
■xne  thtme  day  woi^  be  avoided,  which  be 
thoi^t  an  ottjoct  worthy  of  the  oominittee' 


Kr.  BonMSn  wished  the  j^tleman  to  oon- 
■der  the  difference  in  the  prwe;  if  he  did  that, 
be  vmld  sUow  It  to  be  redaoed  to  dx  oenta ;  If 
tUs  prindi^  oonld  tiow  be  fixed,  it  wonld 
CBTT  than  through  the  whole. 

Mz.  PABTKCEKit  aDowed,  if  all  the  molasses 
was  tfirtiDed  into  ram,  that  a  Koall  doty  mi^t 
be  pnper;  hot  wlten  it  was  oonridered  as  an 
srticleof  SBStenanoe  to  the  Pd^,  sndasareqni- 
lite  to  &»  snppoTt  of  iha  fisheries  and  naviga- 
tioB,  he  hoped  the  committee  would  allow  but 
a  iny  anall  one  indeed,  lie  wished  it  was 
possUe  to  discriminate  between  what  was 
sasBnbcbned  into  nun,  and  what  was  con- 
wntA  b  the  raw  state,  becMise  a  hi^er  duty 
^^  be  etdlected  in  the  former  case  than  in 


000  galloiis  of  mm  imnorted  into  Pennsjl- 
ia  in  1785,  which  wonu  tend  to  show  how 
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a  part  was  consumed  by  the  citizens  of 
Union ;  a  demand  in  one  State  so  great  aa 
this,  proved  how  likely  it  was  for  New  Eng- 
land rum  to  rival  the  West  India.     He  tion^t 
the  prices  of  the  two  articles  gave  the  country 
run  a  very  ooasiderable  advantage,  and  tLere- 
fore  a  duty  of  seven  cents  coiUd  not  be  very 
iqJDrioQS  to  the  msnu&ctnre. 
The  question  was  pot  on  seven  cents  and  lost 
And  it  was  agreed  to  fill  the  blank  with  dx 
cents. 
On  fillmg  up  the  blank  on  Uadeira  wine, 
Mr.  Bhsbkas  moved  fifteen  cents. 
Hr.  GiuuN  moved  twenty  cents,  and 
Mr.  Habtlkt  moved  thirty  cents,  in  order 
(as  he  observed)  to  make  it  correspond  with 
the  rate  per  cent,  on  the  value ;  as  the  princi- 
ple of  proportion  seemed  to  be  admitted  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  SoEBiuir  said,  it  a{^>eared  to  him  to  be 
pretty  well  proportioned;  because  tiiose  who 
aoooHtomed  themselves  to  drink  wine,  consum- 
ed two  or  three  times  as  much  as  ttkose  who 
nsed  spirits,  and  ccmsequently  paid  a  doe  pro- 
portitm. 

Ur.  FrrzsQioiie. — ^T  shall  move  70U,  sir,  that 
the  blank  be  filled  with  Sfty  cents.  I  observed 
some  gentlemen,  iu  their  argnments  on  the  last 
artide,  1^  great  stress  upon  the  impropriety  of 
taxing  the  necessaries  of  life  that  were  prinoi 

fally  conHumed  by  the  poorer  class  of  citizens. 
do  not  think  sny  of  the  members  of  this  com- 
mittee consider  the  article  of  Hadeirs  wine  a 
necessary  of  lii^  at  least  to  those  whose  in- 
comes are  only  soSoient  for  a  temperate  sab- 
nstence;  therribre  nooljjection  of  this  kindoaa 
be  mode  on  the  present  oocorioo.  The  proprie- 
ty of  a  hi^  tax  on  wines,  I  apprehend,  is  self- 
evident,  whether  we  comnder  the  price  of  the 
article,  or  the  ability  of  the  people  to  pay  who 
consome  it.  The  valne  of  a  pipe  of  Modtin 
wine,  I  believe,  is  about  two  hundred  dollars, 
a  ht^shead  of  ram  is  worth  abont  forty  dollars. 
The  ability  of  those  who  consume  the  one  and 
the  other  are,  I  suppose,  in  nesrly  the  ssme  ra- 
tio.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  what  are  the  in- 
tentions of  gentiemen  on  this  snigjeot,  but  my 
widi  is,  to  raise  so  conaderable  a  revenue  fhim 
imposts  as  to  render  It  unnecessary  to  apply  to 
any  other  mode.  If  this  be  the  wish  of  the 
committee  also,  they  will  be  inclined  to  raise 
a  great  part  of  it  from  the  consumption  of  those 
people  who  are  best  able  to  pay,  amone  whom 
we  may,  with  great  propriety,  reckon  the  con- 
sumers of  Madeira  wine. 

Mr.  P.  MnHLERBKBo  thought  his  colleagne's 
observations  were  very  Judicious,  and  s^d  they 
met  exactly  his  ideas;  he  Iherefbre  seconded 
tbe  motion  for  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  Bland. — I  sm  not  agrinst  laying  any 
sum  on  this  article  which  there  is  a  probability 
of  ooUeotlng ;  but  I  am  atniA  we  ere  running 
wild  in  the  bosinees,  and  although  we  appear  to 
be  in  search  of  revenue,  we  ore  pursuing  a 
track  that  will  lead  jxb  wide  of  oar  mark.  I 
am  really  snspidoas,  if  we  lay  a  duty  of  ftftf 
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cents  upon  JtadmxA  wine,  we  shall  not  have  a 

single  geilon  entered  La  an;  port  of  the  United 
States,  and  we  shall  full;  verify  to  the  worid 
the  truth  <^  an  old  nmxin),  that  two  and  two, 
in  finsnoe,  do  not  make  four.  I  wonld  there- 
fore  eoggeat  to  the  committee,  the  proprielj  of 
OMisidering  well,  whether  the;  can,  or  cannot, 
OcJlect  the  high  dnt;  proposed.  If  they  are 
well  oonvinoed  that  it  can  be  done,  and  will 
aatisfy  me  onl;  that  there  is  a  probabilitj  of  ita 
being  the  case,  I  shall  chewfuUy  concar  in  the 
motioQ ;  but  at  preaent,  I  am  of  opinion  we  Bhall 
not  be  able  to  obtain  an;  reTenne  whatsoever 
if  the  tax  is  lud  BO  hi^. 

Mr.  BocDoroT, — I  agree  entirel;  with  the 
principle  of  la;iiiff  dntiea  according  to  their 
relative  valae,  and  hope  the  committee  will 
keep  np  the  line  of  proportioD  as  near  as  posd' 
Ue.  It  ia  onl;  in  the  application  of  this  prinoi- 
[de  OD  the  present  occa^on,  that  I  differ  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Peiins;lvsnia, 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  the  highest  respiect. 
I  ODnfeas,  too,  that  he  is  mncb  better  able  to  as- 
certain the  price  of  fbreign  articles  than  I  am ; 
but  I  behere,  with  r^ard  to  this  one  of  Ma- 
deira wine,  I  have  it  in  m;  power  to  ascertain 
it  pretty  well  I  take  it,  that  a  pipe  of  wine 
nsuall;  costs  at  Madeira  ftvm  twent;-five  to 
thir^  pounds  Bterlins ;  bat  then  I  wonid  wish 
the  oonunittee  to  t&te  into  consideration  that 
this  wine  is  pud  for  there  in  onr  own  produce 
at  a  ver;  advantageons  rate,  which  reduces  the 
nominal  steriing  sum  down  in  valne  to  a  like 
sum  of  our  oorrenc;.  I  therefore  look  upon  it, 
that  we  ma;  calculate  the  cost  of  a  gaUon  of 
Uadeira  wine  at  one  dollar;  for  I  cannot  con- 
ceive that  an;  gentleman  entertains  an  idea  of 
taxing  the  risk  the  merchant  nms  in  importing 
the  wine,  or  the  increaaed  value  it  obtains  dar- 
ing the  time  it  takes  to  ripen  for  sale.  In  laying 
our  duties  we  oaght  to  ^iportion  it  to  the  value 
of  the  article  at  tEie  time  and  place  of  importa- 
tion, without  taking  advantage  of  snch  adventi- 
tious circmnatances.  Beade,  there  is  a  consi- 
derable loss  attends  keeping  Madeira.  The 
storage  is  no  inconsiderable  expense,  and  the 
evt4>oration  is  aa  aotoal  loss  in  quantity,  which 
the  merchant  is  obliged  to  replace  b;  filling  up 
the  cask.  Under  these  oonriderationa,  I  think 
it  may  be  admitted,  that  twenty  ot  twenty-five 
oenis  per  gallon  is  a  suffldent  tax.  Moreover, 
it  may  be  easily  demonstrated,  that  such  a  daty 
would  be  more  productive  than  fifty  oenta ;  be- 
cause it  would  be  with  greater  certwnt;  col- 
lected. There  is  another  reason  that  indnces 
me  to  think  twent;  cents  more  proper;  fift; 
oenta  for  a  gallon  of  wine  is  a  large  som  for  a 
merchant  to  lay  down  in  duties ;  it  most  abridee 
hia  mercantile  operations,  and  conaeqnenU; 
tend  to  disooorage  the  Madeira  trade,  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  is  one  of  the  most  ad- 
vantageona  AmericA  has  1^  to  her,  &om  the 
•elfish  policy  tliat  actnatee  some  foreign  Pow- 
ers ;  therefore  we  ought  not  tA  burthen  it  to  so 
great  a  degree  as  the  proposed  daty  aeems  to 
Have  in  contemplation. 


The  qnestitHi  was  pnt  npon  thirty-tJiree 
one-third  centa  as  the  higne«t  anm,  and  agi 
to,  being  twenty-one  votes  for  it,  and  oind 
ag^nat  it. 

The  next  article  "on  all  otiier  iritMS,"  | 
eented  itaelf  in  order  for  the  ocnsideratvm 
the  committeo. 

Mr.  Heibtxr  observed,  there  Tare  a  gi 
rariet;  of  wines  induded  in  that  general 
pression,  the  prices  of  which  were  very  dif 
ent ;  some  worth  even  more  than  Uadeira, : 
others  lese;  he  submitted,  therefore,  to 
committee  the  propriety  of  diseriminatiBg  i 
taxing  them  accon^ng  to  their  value. 

Mr.  BoiTDiiiOT  Boqnieaced  in  the  renuut. 

Mr.  Fttzbihoiib  did  not  think  it  wmiih  wh 
at  this  time,  to  engage  the  committee  in  mok 
such  a  discrimination.  Tlie  rich  vrinea  w 
imported  in  no  very  coDsiderable  qmaatit: 
and  if  the  duty  was  Md  pretty  hi^  it  wo 
tend  to  exclude  the  most  inferior  and  I 
wines  from  being  inbodnoed. 

It  was  thereupon  agreed  to  lay  twenty  oe 
on  all  other  winea. 

The  next  artide  on  the  list  wu  "  bohea  te 

Mr.  £'iTZBD(ONB  obeerved,  that  he  meant  tl 
article  not  only  as  a  revenue,  but  as  a  regn 
tion  of  a  commerce  highly  advantageous  la  1 
United  6tat«s.  The  merchants  of  this  count 
have,  from  a  variety  of  circumstanceB,  and  fli 
Ing  their  trade  restrtdned  and  emborrasw 
been  under  the  neoeasity  of  exploring  obanni 
to  which  they  were  heretofore  unaccnatomt 
At  length  they  have  succeeded  in  ^scoverii 
one  that  bids  fcir  to  increase  oor  national  b 
portance  and  pro^erity,  while  at  the  same  tii 
it  is  lucrative  to  the  penons  engaged  in  its  iff 
secation.  I  mean,  sir,  the  trade  to  China  si 
the  East  Indies.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what 
will  receive  the  encouragement  of  the  Feder 
Government  for  aome  time  to  eom&  There 
scarcely  on;  direct  intercourse  of  this  natm 
but  what  requires  stone  assistance  in  the  ba^ 
ning;  it  is  peculiarly  necessary  in  oor  caaCj  &« 
the  Jealousy  subBisting  in  Enrope  of  this  infii 
branch  of  commerce.  It  has  been  thought  pn 
per,  under  some  of  the  State  governments,  t 
foster  and  protect  a  direct  communication  wit 
India.  I  hope  the  Government  of  the  Unite 
States  has  an  equal  dispodtion  to  give  this  trad 
their  encouragement, 

I  wish,  therefore,  the  coouoittee  would  jw 
over  the  artide  for  the  preeent,  and  penmt : 
to  come  in  at  another  place  in  the  list,  where 
mean  to  move  a  discrimination  in  the  da^  Q 
teas,  according  as  they  are  imported,  iredl 
from  China  in  our  own  ahips,  or  in  any  shif 
from  Europe. 

The  articles  of  teas  and  pepper  were  p<M« 
over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BonniBOT  prc^oeed  oao  cent  per  poo* 
tmaagar. 


oyGoot^lc 
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Two  owts  irtn  aftm^srdg  proposed,  when 
Hr.  Filming  remarked,  that  one  gallon  of 
ii»iwi  weighed  «ght  pounds;  that  at  six 
miiitdidiiot  pay  s  cent  per  ponnd;  oonld  it, 
tbsAc,  be  called  auyviae  equal  to  aaoh  a  tax 
w  nprl  MoreoTcr,  eagar  ia  an  article  of  as 
garni  onsamption  as  molaasea,  and  when  it 
ii(f  tUi  inferior  quality,  It  eoters  aa  much  or 
Bin  iato  the  oonsnmptioD  of  the  poor  as  the 
t^  Thik,  at  the  Bsme  time,  molaaaee  will 
iwWw  more,  aooording  to  ita  weieht,  than 
nfBtbcbeKBDgar;  from  whioh  oouBmerstions, 
I  Ikirk  gentlemen  will  be  satisfied  by  putting 
S(B«9  eqnalitj  with  molanee;  ther^ore  I  do 
Ml  opuae  the  one  cenL 

On  tlw  qoHtHHi,  tiie  committee  agreed  to  tax 
it  tot  ODcemt  per  poimd,  and  loaf  sugar  three 
Eati  per  poond.  All  other  nigara  one  and  a 
Uf  c«nt  per  poond.     On  ooffoe  two  and  a  tiftif 

On  motim  of  Hr.  Blahu,  the  committee  rose 
Adjonmed. 


WcDnsDAT,  April  IS.      , 

A  pedtirai  of  David  Ramsay,  of  the  State  of 
Saab  Ottohna,  was  presented  to  the  House 
Hd  reid,  iettjng  forth  that  Mr.  William  Smith, 
1  member  remmed  to  serve  in  this  House  as 
m  of  the  rtfR^sentatives  for  the  State  of  Sonth 
CunGaa,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  ineli- 
pSe  therat(\  and  came  within  the  disqnalifica- 
titn  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  oonatitutjon, 
^rHA  dedarsB,  "that  no  person  shall  be  a  rep- 
MOUtliTe  who  shall  not  have  been  seven 
pta  a  dtizen  of  the  United  States,"  and  pray- 
isf  that  these  allegations  m^  be  inquired  bj 
As  Hone. 

Belm?d  to  the  Oommittee  on  Elections. 

Mr.  Bcnox,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
it  wH  n&ned  to  confer  of  and  report  to  the 
Home  iMpecting  the  ceremonial  of  receiving 
Ibe  IVtsidmt,  and  to  whom  was  also  referred  a 
fcCw  baa  the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Stnate  to  the  Spsakxb,  commonicating  an  in- 
*™«tion  frmn  that  House  to  a  committee  thare- 
^torqioTt  if  any,  and  what,  arrangements  are 
**i*»rT  ftir  the  reception  of  the  Preadent, 
fflifc  Ihe  Mowing  report : 

'Tiat  Hr.  O^ood,  the  pn^rnetor  of  the  hmue 
Wyaco^ed  hj  die  PiMident  of  Congreai,  be  re- 
t°<*d  U  )M  tfae  nme,  ind  the  AmdCnro  therein, 
"■  W^o  (Doditioo  for  the  rencteDoe  and  nee  of  the 
^'wi^Mdi/  the  tJnited  States,  to  prarida  for  Ms 


"Tkai  it  win  be  mort  eligiUe,  ID  the  fim  inatance, 
™<  a  cnwittte  of  thiee  members  &om  the  Senate, 
tBiinbaaOe  Honnof  RepraientatlTea,  to  be  ap- 
F""W  ij  Om  Hoiuea  rwpectJTely,  to  attend  to  re- 
n*g  At  Pmident  at  such  place  u  lie  ihal!  embark 
"•  New  Jmej  for  thia  eity,  and  ecmdact  him  mth- 
**"■  to  thB  hoDaa  Islaly  occnpiod  by  the  Pieai- 
«i<C«ignw,«nd  that  at  racb  time  thereafter,  as 
*•  Pnbaenl  diaU  ngnily  it  will  be  convenient  for 
™[  b«  be  formally  Teoeired  by  both  Hou»««. 

'^Ikat  a  oraemittee  of  too  memben  fVom  die 
^Me,  ud  thne  memben  &ota  the  Hooae  of  Sep- 
TW.I.--8 


I  ImparU.  [R  o*  B. 

mentativea,  to  bs  appointed  by  the  Hoiuea  reapeo> 

tively,  wait  on  the  Vios  Praiident  of  the  United 
Statea,  a>  aooa  aa  he  shall  oome  to  this  city,  and,  in 
Cbe  name  of  the  Congreis  of  tbo  United  State^  «a- 
gratolate  him  on  bis  arrivaL^ 

And  a  committee  of  five  was  balloted  for  and 
chosen  accordingly,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting 
on  the  PresideDt. 

Another  committee  of  three  waa  ^^xdntsd  to 
wait  on  the  Vice  President. 

Dtitiet  on  Import*. 

The  House  agun  resolved  it«elf  into  a  Gam- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TTnioi^ 
Mr.  Faob  in  the  ohair-  the  question  b^ng  on 
inserting,  in  the  list  of  dotiable  articlea,  beer, 
ale,  and  porter — 

Ur.  PiTZBUoira  meant  to  make  an  alteration 
in  this  article,  by  distingoishing  beer,  ale,  and 
porter,  imported  in  casks,  from  what  waa  Im- 
ported in  bottles.  He  thonght  this  mannfaotnre 
one  highly  deserving  of  encouragement.  If  the 
morals  of  the  people  were  to  be  improved  by 
what  entered  into  their  diet,  it  would  be  pru- 
dent in  the  national  Le^atnre  to  enooorage 
the  manofactnre  of  malt  liquors.  The  small 
protecting  duties  IsJd  in  Pennsylvania  had  a 
great  effect  towards  the  eetablishmeut  of  brew- 
eries ;  they  no  longer  imporlad  this  artiole,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  eiport»i  considerable  quanti- 
ties,  and,  in  two  or  three  years,  with  the  foster- 
ing ^d  of  Government,  would  be  able  to  farnid 
enough  for  the  whole  consomption  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea.    He  moved  nice  cents  per  gallon. 

Mr.  Lawbekob  seconded  the  motion.  He 
would  have  this  duty  so  high  as  to  give  a  deci- 
ded preierence  to  Amerioan  beer ;  it  would  t«nd 
also  Ui  enoonrage  aoriaulture,  because  the  matt 
and  hops  consumed  in  the  manufacture  were 
the  produce  of  our  own  grounds. 

lit,  SurrB  (of  Maryland)  waa  opposed  to  such 
high  duties  as  seemed  to  be  in  the  oontempb- 
tion  of  some  members  of  the  committee.  He 
thought  enough  might  be  r^sed  if  the  tax  was 


lowered.     He  fbrmed  this 


opm 


calculations  he  had  made  with  respect  to  the 
imports  at  Baltimore.  Be  stated  them  to  amount 
for  the  last  year,  at  the  rate  now  proposed, 
to  £2S8,163;  to  this,  if  he  added  five  otiier 
distriats  in  Maryland,  the  probable  amount 
of  which,  on  the  same  prindple,  would  be 
£18S,SST;  then,  these  two  sums  multiplied  by 
twelve,  the  supposed  proportion  that  !kbrylaod 
ought  to  bear  of  the  national  debt,  would 
produce  £6,3tM,4O0,  a  srmi  exceeding  very  con- 
siderably what  the  wants  of  the  Union  required. 
Mr.  Qajx  thought  a  duty  of  nine  cents  would 
operate  as  a  prohibition  upcok  the  importaticm 
of  beer  and  porter.  He  remarked  the  advan- 
tages which  America  possessed  in  gpowing  malt 
and  hops  for  the  mantifactnre  of  theae  articles. 
In  addition  to  thi^  the  risk  and  expense  of 
bringing  it  from  Europe  was  to  be  oonsidered. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  condnded  so  high  a  duty 
as  nine  cent«  would  ^ve  the  brewers  here  a 
monopoly,    defeat  the   purpose  of  obt^oing 


Cockle 
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[AraiL,  ITS). 


revenaa,  enhance  the  price  to 

therebj  eetablish  the  use  of  qiiritaona  liquors. 

For  theae  conadeiatioiiB  he  wae  against  that 

Hr.  BnnnoKBOir  deolared  himself  a  friend  to 
tide  muioiootaTe,  and  tbonght  if  the  dntj  was 
laid  high  enoQgh  to  efieot  a  prohibition,  the 
'maan&ctnre  would  increase,  ^and,  of  oonae- 
qnence,  the  prioe  be  leeseoed.  He  considered 
it  of  importence,  inasmnoh  as  the  materials 
were  prodaced  in  the  ooontiy,  and  tended  to 
advance  the  agrionltnral  intereet. 

Hi.  Madison  moved  to  ley  an  impost  cf^bt 
cents  on  all  beer  imported.  He  did  not  thmk 
this  sum  wonld  ^ve  a  moni^Mlj,  but  hoped  it 
wonld  be  sach  an  enoom'agement  as  to  induce 
the  maun&Dtnre  to  take  deep  root  In  evorf 
State  in  the  Union;  in  this  case,  it  would  pro- 
dace  tbe  collateral  good  hinted  at  b;  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jereey,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  an  object  well  wor^^  of  b^ng  attended  to. 
He  observed,  that,  in  the  State  ^  New  York, 
the  artide  paid  a  dot;  eqnal  to  six  centa  on  im- 
portation,  and  if  brought  in  foreign  vessels,  it 
amounted  to  eight  cents ;  and  jret  qnantides  of 
it  were  still  Imported,  which  proved  that  eight 
cents  wonld  not  amount  to  a  prohibition. 

The  committee  agreed  hereupon  to  charge  it 
at  eight  cents. , 

On  all  beer,  ale,  or  porter,  imported  in  bot- 
tlea,  per  dozen,  twentj-five  cents.  Agreed  to 
wititODt  debate. 

On  eveiy  barrel  of  beef  it  waa  moved  to  lay 
a  doty  of  a  dollar  per  barreL 

Hi.  Blabd  thought  that  veiy  little,  revenue 
was  likely  to  be  collected  on  this  artiele,  let  the 
duty  be  more  or  leas ;  and  as  it  was  to  be  had 
in  Boffloient  qoantitieB  within  the  United  States, 

Erhaps  a  tas  amounting  to  a  prc^bitiou  would 
proper. 

Mr,  TsATOBn  admitted  that  there  was  beef 
enough  to  be  got  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
bnt  it  was  tttAi  beef.  Borne  States,  from  lot^ 
drcnmalAnceB,  were  unable  to  salt  and  preserve 
it,  therefore  a  tax  on  this  article  wonla  operate 
as  a  Partial  tax  upon  those  Btatee.  If  there  is 
a  Bumcient  quantity  in  the  other  States  to  an- 
swer their  owa  consumption,  they  will  feel  no 
part  of  the  burthen ;  but  it  ap^ewed  unneoee- 
aary  to  him  to  lay  this  reatriction,  because  he 
found  some  States  capable  of  exporting  beef  on 
t«nna  as  reasonably  low  as  any  other  country 
conld,  and  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  contended 
for  as  a  requisite  encouragement  to  this  branch 
of  the  agricultural  interest. 

Mr.  GoODHUK  did  not  contend  that  it  wa* 
necessary  to  lay  a  particular  duty  on  bee^  al- 
though it  was  among  the  enumerated  articles 
admitted  by  the  committee.  He  was  satisfied 
of  the  &ct,  that  meat  conld  be  put  np  here 
(dieaper  than  in  Europe,  and  afforded  at  a  lees 
price,  BO  there  was  little  to  apprehend  from  ri- 
valship. 

Mr.  Madison  thought  that  almost  every  State 
in  the  Union  bad  more  of  this  article  than 
neoesaary  for  ita  own  oonsnmptioii,  and  oo 


qnently  there  waa  no  danger  of  ita  being  im- 
ported, tmless  the  quality  of  the  foreign  berf 
was  superior.  He  would  not  object  to  gentle- 
men gratifying  themaelves  with  this  meat,  »■ 
peciaf^  as  the  consumption  was  neither  so  great 

reral  aa  to  afibot  the  revenue,  and  then- 
jodged  it  mi^t  be  struok  ouL 
r,  TccKXR  tlionght  with  the  geutlenua 
frvm  Vlrt^nliL  that  the  reoalatiim  was  none- 
eeosary,  and  that  It  wonld  be  better  to  thro« 
it  into  the  common  mass,  taxable  at  a  oeitiin 
rate  per  cent.    He  therefore  moved  to  have  It 

mekont 

Upon  theee  oonMderations  t^e  aiticlee  (^  bee^ 
pork,  and  butter,  were  all  struck  out 

Mr.  FiTZBuoKS  moved  to  lay  a  duty  (d  two 
cents  on  all  candles  of  tallow  per  pound, 

Mr.  rooxKK  observed,  that  some  States  wen 
under  the  neceamty  of  importing  oonndenUe 
qnantitiee  of  this  article  also,  while  others  hid 
enou^  and  mora  than  enough,  for  their  own 
consumption,  therefore  tbe  burthen  would  be 
partially  borne  by  such  States.  As  the  oDminit- 
tee  had  Jnst  rejected  some  articles  upon  thii 
principle,  he  would  move  that  this  be  etnok 
out  likewise. 

Mr.  FmsiMOirB. — I  am  not  for  Btriking  oo^ 
dr.    Every  article  imported  into  the  State  thit 

rtleman  repreMnts,  from  which  revenue  is  U 
raised,  he  moves  to  have  struck  oat ;  bnt 
I  wish  the  committee  to  consider  a  momeot  be- 
fore they  join  in  sentiments  with  him.  Tb< 
manniJEictare  of  candles  is  an  important  cunu' 
facture^  and  far  advanced  towards  perfeetkuL 
I  have  no  doulit  but,  in  a  few  yeara,  we  sbill  bi 
able  to  iumish  suffident  to  supply  the  cousnmp 
tion  of  evety  port  of  the  contineuL  In  PeDO- 
sylvania  we  have  a  doty  of  two  pence  per  ponnd 
and  under  the  operation  of  this  small  eucour 
agement  the  manu&cture  has  gained  consider 
able  strength.  We  no  longer  import  caodla 
from  Ireland  or  England,  of  whom  a  few  jew 
ago  we  took  considerable  quantitiee ;  the  neces 
sity  of  oontinning  those  encouragements  whid 
the  State  Legidstures  have  deemed  priqin 
exists  in  a  considerable  degree ;  therefore  it  inl 
be  politic  in  the  Government  of  the  Unitei 
States  to  continue  such  duties  till  thdr  otyeo 
is  aooomplished. 

Hr.  TnoEZB  wonld  be  glad  to  know  wbt 
artide  it  waa  that  Sonth  Carolina  would  Dd 
contribute  her  foil  proportion  of  tax  npoo— b 
saw  none ;  on  the  oontrary,  so  for  aa  the  enn 
meration  went,  the  impost  wonld  bear  nneqnsl 
ly  upon  her,  and  be  feared  many  others  in  tit 
list  would  increase  the  imposition.  He  thon^ 
it  the  dnty  of  tbe  committee  to  guard  agaios 
an  unequal  distribution  of  the  public  burtba 
in  every  case,  and  therefore  wished  the  dutj  f* 
this  article  to  be  a  moderate  one ;  not  beoww 
it  affected  the  State  he  represented,  for  it  dh 
not  do  this  to  any  degree,  as  wax  candlea  war 
there  principally  consumed,  tbe  material  to 
which  was  the  production  of  the  Southsn 
States,  but  because  other  States,  not  haTiui 
this  advantage,  might  be  (^rpressed. 
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Xr.  BonuBOT  fu)preb«nded  most  States 
nsted  ooBsidenble  qiuntitieB  of  thU  article 
Dvm  Rnada  and  Irelaod ;  he  dpeoted  the; 
vtnld  be  made  die^Mr  than  thej  could  ba  im- 
mrtad,  if  a  small  encooragemeDt  was  held  oot 
bj  the  GoTenunent,  aa  the  materials  were  to  be 
hid  in  tbnndaDoe  in  our  conntiy. 

Mr.  Liwsnox  thoa^t  that  if  oandlea  were 
m  obffict  of  oMisdwable  importation,  they 
wflit  to  be  taxed  for  the  sake  of  obtuniDg 
raiH.  and  if  the^  were  not  imported  in  ci 
adnUe  quantities,  the  burthen  npon  the  o 
■uff  winld  be  small,  while  it  tended  to  cherish 
1  Tilnabte  mannfactiiTe.    He   seconded    Ur. 
FnBDtoa's  motion  for  two  cents :  which  was 
arried  in  the  affirmatiTe  opou  Ute  qoeation  be- 

OaiDcMJlM  of  wax  or  spennaeetf,  per  lb.  dz 
latt;  dmm,  four  oenls;  loap,  two  oenta;  boots, 
ja  {HT,  Sl^  esnta ;  on  all  dioei,  dipper^  or  goloiLet 
aide  rf  Itsdier,  tea  oent* ;  on  all  uiaea  or  aUi^Mn, 
aide  of  dk  or  tOOI,  ten  otstt;  oo  all  (t«el  nn- 
■m^  pa  113  Dm., 

Ml.  In  moTed  to  strike  oat  this  last  sitide, 
otsoring  that  the  eonamnption  of  steel  was 
rsi7  grea^  and  esseatiBllj'  oeceesar;  to  agii- 
eslnml  improTements.  He  did  not  believe  sn; 
gBUleigaD  weald  contend,  that  enough  of  this 
vtickloiDsww  oonsnnHition  ooold  be  &bri- 
<sttd  in  in7  part  of  tlte  Union :  henoe  it  would 
■pevte  ts  an  oppreenre,  tiiongh  indirect  tax 
ipon  •gricoltDre,  and  any  tax,  whether  direct 
v  uvdireet,  npcsi  this  interest,  at  this  jnnctore, 
vmld  be  onwiBe  waA  impolitia 

Hr.  Tmn  joined  the  gentleman  in  his  opin- 
ioo,  ohnring  that  it  was  imposmble  for  some 
BM«i  Co  get  it  bnt  by  importation  from  foreign 
nMstrie^  He  oonoeived  it  more  deserving  a 
^"nttj  to  incresse  tlie  qnandty,  than  an  impost 
*b)ch  vcnld  lesMn  the  consumption  and  make 
it  dHnrtbo. 

Ur.  CiiTias  replied,  that  the  mano&otnre  of 
*ej  in  America  was  raliier  in  its  in&ncy ;  bnt 
■  iS  the  materials  neoenair  to  make  it  were 
4e  prodnce  (rf  afaaoat  every  State  in  the  Union, 
■dHtbemano&ctDre  was  already  established, 
Md  tftmdad  with  conmderable  snccees,  he 
^■Bned  it  prudent  to  emancipate  oor  eotmtry 
hn  the  manadee  in  which  she  was  held  by 
faipi  mannbctnreB.  A  fomaoe  in  Philadel- 
lWi>  with  a  Twy  small  aid  from  the  Legislatare 
(f  pHmjjlrania,  made  three  hondred  tons  in 
1*0  jcan,  and  now  makes  at  the  rate  of  two 
MidRd  ud  thirty  tons  annoally,  and  with  a 
ink  Anther  enoonragement  would  supply 
■i"^  (or  the  consnmptitm  of  the  Union.  He 
'Opel,  tberelra«,  gentlemen  would  be  disposed, 
■der  tlMoe  consderatioDs,  to  extend  a  degree 
I  to  a  mannfactnre,  which  a  mo- 
-  -- ^ction  would  convince  them  was 
■AL'  deserring  protection. 

It.  1Uhm»  thought  the  object  of  selecting 
ns  ankle  to  be  solely  the  enoonragement  of 
'^||Biiiu£tctnre,  and  not  revenue,  for 


^'^  SMwdention  it  wonld  be 


I*  ohtned  by  tlte  gentleman  from  Carolina, 


more  proper. 


(tit.  Tdokkb)  to  ^re  a  bounty  on  the  impor- 
tation. It  was  so  materially  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  agricoltnre  and  other  mon- 
nfactures,  that  he  qnestjooed  its  propriety  even 
on  that  score.  A  dnty  wonld  tend  to  depress 
many  mechanic  arte  in  the  proportion  that  it 
protected  this;  he  thought  it  best  to  reserve 
tiua  article  to  the  non-eonmerated  ones,  where 
it  wonld  be  subject  to  a  five  per  cent.  ad. 

Mr.  TuoEEB  conadered  the  smallest  tax  cm 
this  article  to  be  a  burthen  on  egricnltore, 
which  ought  to  be  considered  an  interest  most 
deserving  protection  and  encouragement ;  on 
this  is  onr  principal  reliance,  on  it  also  onr 
saibty  and  happiness  depend.  When  he  consi- 
dered the  state  of  it  in  tnat  part  of  the  country 
which  he  represent«d  on  this  floor,  and  in  some 
other  parts  of  the  Union,  he  was  really  at  a  loss 
to  imagine  with  what  propriety  any  gentleman 
could  propose  a  measure  big  with  oppression, 
and  tending  to  burthen  particular  States.  The 
situation  of  South  Carolina  was  melancholy; 
while  the  inhabitants  were  deeply  in  debt,  the 
prodnce  of  the  State  was  dwly  falling  in  price, 
liice  and  indigo  were  become  so  low,  as  to  be 
considered  by  many  not  objects  worthy  of  ciJ- 
tivation ;  and  gentlemen  will  oonuder,  that  it 
is  not  an  easy  thing  for  a  planter  to  change  his 
whole  system  of  husbandry  in  a  moment;  bnt 
accumulated  buithens  will  drive  to  this,  and 
add  to  liieir  embarrassments.  He  thonght  an 
impost  of  five  per  cent  as  great  sn  enconrage- 
ment  as  ought  to  be  granted,  and  would  not 
oppose  that  being  laid.  He  called  upon  gentle- 
men to  exercise  liberality  and  moderation  in 
what  they  proposed,  if  they  wished  to  givo 
sstisfaction  end  do  justice  to  their  constituent& 

Hr.  FiTzsoiosB  thought,  if  geutlemeu  did  not 
get  rid  of  local  conBiderations,  the  committee 
wonld  make  little  progress.  Every  State  will 
foel  itself  oppressed  by  a  dnty  on  particular 
articles,  but  when  the  whole  system  ia  perfected, 
the  burthen  will  be  eqnsl  on  sU.  He  did  not 
desire,  for  his  part,  to  obt^  exclosive  advan- 
tages for  Pennsylvania ;  be  wonld  contend,  and 
undertake  to  prove,  that  by  the  dnties  already 
agreed  to,  that  State  sacrificed  ss  much  as  any 
other.  Indeed,  if  he  had  sdd  more,  he  believed 
himself  capable  of  proviug  the  portion.  Being 
of  this  opinion  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
agree  to  grant  her  sn  sdvantage  which  would 
revert  back  npon  the  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
without  operating  even  for  the  present,  to  the 
material  disadvantage  of  any.     Some  States 

<re,from  local  cironmatances,  better  situated 
carry  on  the  manufacture  Uian  others,  and 
would  derive  some  little  advantage  on  this  ac- 
count in  the  commencement  of  the  bnsiness.  The 
Eastern  States  were  so  situated,  perhaps  some 
of  the  ITiddle  ones  also;  hut  will  it  therefore 
be  inusl«d  upon,  that  the  Sonthem  States  pay 
more  of  the  impost  on  foreign  goods  than  these  1 
For  his  port,  he  never  could  conceive,  that  (he 

nsumption  of  those  articles  by  the  negroes  of 

luth  Carolina  would  contribute  to  the  reT»- 
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one  as  mach  as  that  of  the  white  iohabitanta  of 
tbe  Eastern  8tat«e.  Bat  l&Ting  aride  local  dis- 
tlnetiont^  what  operates  to  the  benefit  of  one 
part  in  eatablishing  asefU  institatjons,  will 
eTentnally  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the 
whole.  With  these  oonuderations,  he  cheer- 
taiiy  rahinitt«d  the  article  to  the  discretdon  of 
the  committee,  moving  to  fill  the  blank  with 
alzty-siz  ceDtSL 

Mr.  Blaijd  considered  a  tax  of  rixty-Bii  cents 
a  Tery  heavy  dnt;  on  agricultnre  and  the  me- 
ohanio  arts,  and  was  aveiBe  to  granting  it 

Ur.  BomcfOT  moved  fiftj-MZ  cents,  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  null  and  qiikei,  it  wu  agreed  to  iay  one  oant 
par  ponnd)  on  tured  oordtge,  fiftj  oenta  p«r  112 
pounda  j  on  vntamd  cordage,  uitf  cent*  per  113 
poDnda ;  on  trine  or  pack-thieid,  one  hnndred  centi 
per  112  pDonde. 

]fr.  Uadiboh  aaii,  that  he  was  not  clear  as  to 
the  policj  of  taxing  cordage.  He  thonght  ship- 
boilding  an  object  worthy  of  legislative  atten- 
tion, and  questioned  tlie  propriety  of  ruaing  the 
eice  of  any  article  that  entered  so  materially 
to  tlte  stmctnre  of  vessels.  Bnt  if  it  was 
politic  to  lay  an  impost  on  cordage,  would  it 
not  be  the  same  with  r^^ard  to  Lemp  t  He 
thonght  it  wonld,  and  therefore  moved  it. 

Mr.  BoiniiNOT. —  Hemp  ia  a  raw  material, 
neoeesary  for  an  important  mauafactiire,  and 
therefore  ooght  not  to  be  subject  to  a^heavy 
duty.  K  it  was  the  product  of  the  country  in 
general,  a  duty  might  be  proper,  but  this  he 
beliered  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  Ujj>i»ok. — 1  eaJA  heStn,  I  very  mach 
donbted  the  propriety  of  laying  a  duty  on  sncb 
articles  as  entered  into  ship-building;  bat  if  it 
is  neoeseary  to  lay  a  dnty  on  cordage  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  eoconraging  the  manofaoture,  and 
"■■fc'ng  ns  independent  of  the  world  as  to  that 
artjcle,  it  is  also  politic  to  endeavor  to  make  as 
alike  independent  for  the  raw  material ;  a  great 
proportion  of  the  land  in  the  Weetem  country 
IB  pecalierly  adapted  to  the  growth  of  hemp, 
and  it  might  be  there  onltiv^od  to  advantag^ 
if  the  labors  of  the  bosbandmao  were  protected 
by  the  Government. 

Ur.  BoimoroT  tboogbt  the  soil  of  tbis  oonn- 
try  ill  ad^it«d  to  the  coltivationof  hemp;  even 
the  strong  low  lands  which  are  fit  for  it,  soon 
became  ezhaosted;  it  impoverished  the  lands 
wherever  it  grew,  and  destroyed  the  agricoltn- 
ral  stamina.  If  he  was  not  mistaken  in  tbis 
opinion,  be  thonght  the  oommittee  wonld,  with 
bim,  disagree  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  PASTBiDeK  tboaght  a  dnty  on  hemp 
wotdd  tend  to  diaoonrage  the  American  nuviga- 
titm,  her  trade^  and  fisheries,  withoat  any  good 
renuting  to  warrant  tncb  an  injnry.  It  was  not 
asoertained  whether  hemp  oonld  be  famished 
in  any  tolerable  qnantitieB  to  answer  the  de- 
mand, and  if  npon  experience,  it  should  be 
fbnnd  tbat  the  quantity  was  insnfficient,  what  a 
etab  this  wonld  prove  to  eU  oonoemed  in  ship- 
bnUding. 

Ur.  ^nBB  expressed  a  doubt  of  tbe  policy  of 


I  Mpcrlt.  [ArUL,  ITK 

taxing  either  oordage  or  hemp,  because  while  it 
traded  to  entourage  the  agricaltdre  or  muo- 
factore,  it  disoonraged  the  maritime  inl^nt, 
and  therefore  the  disoonragemtnt,  in  the  event, 
wonld  reflect  back  upon  tboee  internets  it  vm 
intended  to  cherish. 

Mr.  UooRK  declared  the  Sonthem  States  wdl 
calcnlated  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  aod, 
from  certain  oircumstanoea,  well  inclined  there- 
to.   He  conceived  it  the  duty  of  the  cummitt«e 


and  protootion  of  bnsbandry  (the  most  import- 
ant of  all  interests  in  the  Cmted  States)  as  th«j 
did  to  manufactares. 

Mr.  Frrzenoire  tboaght  there  was  a  cktr 
distinction  between  taxing  mannfiutnies  lod 
raw  materials,  well  known  to  eveir  enlightened 
country.  He  had  no  doubt  but  hemp  enon^ 
oould  be  raised  for  tbe  home  oonsumption,  n^ 
for  exportation  also,  and  why  it  was  not  dons 
be  oonld  not  say.  He  recoUeoted  tbat  before 
the  revolution,  very  little  was  imported ;  now, 
oonidderable  quantities  are  brongbt  from  Eng- 
land. When  such  a  balky  article  is  capaUs  a 
paying  double  freight,  first  from  Bnsiia  and 
then  from  Englsnd,  besides  its  first  cost,  be 
ooncdved  tbat  what  was  produced  in  Americt 
bad  a  very  connderable  advantage.  It  cooM 
not  be  urged  tbat  the  people  are  nnaoqounted 
with  the  coltivation,  because  it  had  been  car 
ried  to  very  groat  perfection  in  former  jean. 
If  eight  dollars  a  hnndred  is  not  a  suScient  in- 
ducement to  farmers  to  raise  hemp,  it  is  a  proof 
that  they  direct  their  labors  to  more  proStabk 
productiona,  and  why  should  l^islative  sntlio- 
rity  be  exercised  to  divide  their  attention!  Ot 
tor  this  purpose,  why  should  navigation  and 
sbip-builcung  be  necewarily  burthened.  He  con- 
iduded  with  declaring,  tbat  no  dnty  which  tbe 
Congress  would  agree  to  lay,  could  give  ai- 
oouragement  to  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  if  tbe 
present  price  of  that  article  was  insnfB<uent 

Mr.  BooTT  stated  a  fact  or  two,  being  perhi^i 
as  well  acquunted  with  the  Western  countr; 
as  any  member  of  the  committee.  Tbe  laoA 
along  the  frontiers,  he  oonld  assure  the  com- 
mittee, were  well  calculated  for  the  cnltivatjoi 
of  this  plant ;  it  is  a  production  tbat  will  ben 
carriage  by  land  better  tban  any  other,  tobwc 
not  excepted.  He  believed  an  enooaragemeol 
of  the  kind  now  moved  for  would  bring,  in  I 
year  or  two,  vast  quantities  from  tbat  countty. 
at  litUe  expense,  to  Philadelphia,  even  from  tb< 
waters  <rf  tbe  Ohio;  tbe  inhabitants  eipe0 
some  enoonrgement,  and  will  be  grateful  for  it 
Although  a  gentleman  has  called  it  a  balk] 
article,  yet  as  much  can  be  packed  upon  a  borM 
as  a  horse  can  carry,  or  in  a  wagon  as  fin 
horses  can  draw ;  so  tbat  its  bulk  will  not  pre 
vent  our  countrymen  from  seeking  a  market  a 
tbe  waters  of  tbe  Atiantio. 

Tbe  oommittee  rose  and  reported,  and 

The  Eonse  ai^onmed. 

THUBsni.T,  April  14. 
The  Hoote  ^weeded,  by  ba&i^  to  &e  ip 
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^ ooDunittee.  of  five,  to  attend, 

^  t  committee  from  th«  SenotA,  to  receive 
the  pMideat  of  the  United  States  at  snob  place 
m  be  dull  embark  at  from  New  Jersey  for  this 
citj. 

Hm  members  elected  were  Meesrs.  BouDi- 
mt,  Buxo,  Tdoxkx,  Bs;»ok,  and  Lawbbsos. 
OnmotiMi, 

Oriirtd,  That  VesaiB.  Gruiu),  Ajos,  and 
6iU  be  a  committee,  in  ooitjnnctdon  with  a 
onaittee  froia  the  Senate,  to  wait  npon  tlie 
Tm  Prmdeat  of  the  United  Statee  upon  his 
■TTTil  in  thia  cit7,  and  to  oongratolatA  him 
tbemnMa  in  the  name  of  the  Oongreea  of  the 
TiitedStatM. 

IMim  on  iMfortt. 

IbeHniMwaln  resolved  itself  into  aOom- 
nrittM  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Pisi  m  the  chair. 

Hr.  Mona  thDogfat  it  good  policy  to  enooor- 
igB  the  nwnnfiuHnra  of  cordage,  bat  was  not 
eooTiaoed  Chat  it  was  bad  policy  to  enoonrage 
EkMria  tbe  growth  of  the  raw  material  in 
Awfk&  M  that  we  might  become  aa  indepen- 
dcot  of  in  the  world  for  this  artide,  as  we  ve 
lirtuij  for  every  other  used  in  the  stracture  of 
TOKk  He  bdieved  it  would  be  diffionlt  to 
pem^  the  farmer  that  bis  interest  onght  to 
be  H^eeted  to  enoonrage  partionlar 
be  tboffbre  begged  the  oommittee 
iMdi  for  them  m  was  in  their  power,  believing 
tbd  tbe  event  of  each  policy  would  mntnally 
tnefit  tbe  mannfsctarer  and  agricoltoriet 

Mi.  Hbbtkb  remarked,  that  a.  beav^  dnty 
b«^  voold  not  encourage  the  rajaing  of  it 
Aii  JMT,  becsDse  the  time  was  elapsed  for  com< 
wiraig  the  cnltiTation;  bat  a  dnty  to  take 
llieetteanie  fiitare  time,  woidd  no  doabt  be 
MMfiotL  He  anored  the  oommittee  of  the 
ibiGtv  of  the  land  in  America  to  grow  hemp 
eqnd  to  By  part  of  the  world ;  and,  therefbre, 
jomcd  bearCily  in  giving  it  legislative  enconr- 
ipnait,  in  order  to  indue*  tbe  people  to  torn 
Ur  ittentioo  mora  Mrticnlarly  to  the  snbjeot, 
t«t  votild  recommena  tbe  doty  to  be  laid  so  as 
toammenoe  Ua  operation  at  a  distant  day. 

Xr.  Tarrc  reoiaAed,  what  waa  good  policy 
ii  bigbaid  might  be  tbe  contrary  in  America, 
b^sad  waa  a  maritime  nation,  and  therefbro 
<t)e  p.n  a  bonnty  on  snoh  artiolee  as  were  re- 
fni^  to  Mqiiport  her  maritime  importance— 
Auriea  was  an  agricnltnral  coontry,  and  there- 
fan  o^t  to  attend  to  the  encouragement  of 
ibtf  iatCTesL  If  the  L^iislatnre  take  no  notice 
ef  ^  vtide,  the  people  will  be  led  to  believe 
k  ii  not  to  object  worthy  of  enconragement, 
■rf  tbe  spirit  of  cultjvalion  will  be  damped ; 
■WrtM,  if  a  nnall  dnty  only  was  Md,  it  might 
peiDt  out  to  them  that  it  waa  desirable,  and 
■mU  indnee  an  increase  of  the  <}aantitT.  Oar 
Inds  H*  triable  of  bearing  this  plant  many 
Jem  without  being  ezhaosted.  Be  conld  not 
«*  (SKtly  what  snm  wonld  be  proper  to  fill 
Ac  Uuk  with,  bat  m«itioned  seventy-flve  cents 
b  tbe  ccaadaratkHKrf  the  onnmittee 


Mr.  PABTBn>ax  admitted  tbe  propriety  of 
encouraging  agrioaltore,  bat  it  ongnt  not  to  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  sbip-bailders,  espe- 
cially as  the  good  woald  not  balance  the  evil. 
He  told  the  oommittee  that  hemp  had  risen, 
wlthiii  three  or  foor  years,  forty  per  cent,  in 
Bnssia,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  increased  demand 
which  die  present  northern  war  occadoned. 
This  natuMlfy  operated  to  enoonrage  the  culti- 
vation in  Amenca,  and  perhaps  was  sufficient, 
without  the  ud  now  intended  to  be  given.  If 
gentlemen  were  desirons  of  bavins  it  stand 
among  the  selected  articles,  he  should  not  ob- 
ject, but  hoped  the  duty  wonid  not  eiceed  five 
per  cent.  Forty  cents  were  about  equal  to  that 
rate,  and  he  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  that 

Mr.  Warrs  thought  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  United  States  would  fur 
nish  thia  article  in  sufficient  abnndacce,  not 
only  for  home  eonsomption,  but  for  exportation. 
The  maritlnie  powers  of  Europe  do  not  raise 
the  article,  but  obtain  it  principally  from  Ras- 
sia — the«e  powers  are  as  well  aisposed  to  take 
it  from  ns  as  from  Rusna.  Our  back  lands  are 
extremely  well  adapted  to  its  cultivation;  a 
road  to  bring  it  to  market  is  opening ;  the  Poto- 
mac extends  her  now  navigable  waters  into  the 
iaterior  coontry,  snd  ■  oommnnication  will  be 
established  with  the  river  Ohio  snd  the  western 
wstors.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
(Mr.  Habtlbt)  had  hinted  at  the  propriety  of 
settling  the  western  territory ;  it  was  bis  opinion 
that  every  enoonragemeot  ought  to  be  ^ven 
them  to  engage  their  affection ;  that  the  admin- 
istration of  die  Government  ought  to  be  such 
aa  to  give  satistaotlon  to  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
but  it  is  peculiarly  oar  intoreat  to  render  that 
country  advantseeous ;  her  fertile  lands,. and 
streams  easy  of  desoent,  would  poar  into  the 
Atlantic  Statca,  through  the  channelB  he  had 
mendmed,  a  profiision  of  wealth,  and  hemp  in 
abondance.  The  Shenandoah  river  disembognes 
into  the  Potomac,  the  Sonth  Branch  communi- 
cates with  it  also,  and  a  namber  of  other  rivers 
whose  lands  will  produce  immense  quautitiee. 
He  considered  that  this,  in  a  short  time,  would 
do  more  towards  enconra^ng  Hhip-buUding  than 
a  bounty,  as  had  been  mentioned  by  some  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  Busks  thon^t  it  proper  to  snggest  to 
tbe  committee  what  might  be  the  probable  ef- 
fect of  the  proposed  measure  in  tbe  State  he  re- 
preeentod,  (Soath  Carolina,)  and  the  adjoining 
one  (Qeoi^)  The  staple  products  of  that  part 
of  the  Union  were  hardly  worth  cultivation, 
on  aooonnt  of  their  &U  in  price ;  the  planters 
are,  therefore,  disposed  to  pursue  some  other. 
The  lands  are  cerijtinly  well  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  hemp,  and  he  had  no  doabt  but  its 
cnlture  would  be  practised  with  attention. 
Cotton  is  likewise  in  contemplation  among 
them,  and  if  good  seed  conld  be  procured,  he 
hoped  it  might  succeed.  But  the  low,  strong, 
rioe  lands,  would  produce  hemp  in  abundance — 
many  thoasand  tons  even  this  year,  if  it  w» 
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not  v>  l&te  in  th«  eeMon.  He  Uked  the  idea  of 
IsTing  a  low  dutj  now,  and  enoonranog  it 
against  the  time  when  a  anpplf  might  M  nad 
mtm  our  own  ooltivation. 

Hi.  U&DisoN  feared  aeventy-five  oenta  was 
too  high ;  he  was  donbtfbl  whether  it  wonid  not 
have  been  as  well  to  have  left  ont  cordage ;  for 
if  a  duty  on  hemp  waa  impoBtlo  beoaoae  it  bnr- 
thened  navigation,  eo  also  was  that  on  cordage. 
He  by  no  meana  roproved  of  measnrea  injurious 
to  ahip-bnilding,  wmoh  he  considered  in  a  tltree- 
Ibld  view  :  first,  as  it  related  to  vessels  employ- 
ed in  the  ooaeting  trade ;  second,  as  it  reepeoted 
those  employed  in  those  obanneU  of  trade,  the 
stream  of  which  depoids  npon  the  policy  of  fo- 
reign nations ;  and  third,  as  it  was  connected 
wiUi  vessels  boilt  for  sale.  With  respect  to 
tlie  first,  no  donbt  bnt  we  can  prevent  any  dis- 
ooDTSgement  from  the  operation  of  the  duty, 
because  we  oah  make  sncb  discrimination  as 
will  prevent  a  rivslBbip ;  bnt,  in  relation  to  the 
two  other  points,  and  particnlarly  tlie  last,  be 
was  sensible  that  every  penny  lud  upon  cord- 
age would  enter  into  the  prioe  of  the  Tessel, 
and,  by  raising  the  price,  drive  the  pnrohssers 
to  seek  a  better  bargain  at  other  hands.  Fear- 
ful thereibre  of  ii^nring  this  interest,  he  should 
vote  for  a  small  duty  at  present,  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  see,  in  a  little  time,  sufficient  qnan- 
taties  of  hemp  brought  to  market,  as  predicted, 
at  even  a  less  prioe  than  is  given  now  for  the 
imported. 

lit,  SioTB  agreed  to  forty  cents,  provided  the 
oommittee  wo^d  make  it  one  dollar  at  the  end 
of  two  years. 

Kr.  Kadisok  could  not  Judge  of  the  alteration 
in  the  cironmstsncee  of  this  country  two  years 
hence,  and  therefore  did  not  like  the  kind 
of  provision  mentioned.  He  preferred  mak- 
ing it  a  podtive  sum,  and  moved  fifty  cents ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  malL 

Ifr.  BncBifAiT  thought  this  nu^t  be  struck 
ont,  on  the  same  principle  that  beef  and  pork 
had  been,  there  was  none  imported. 

Mr.  FrraaiMOHS  replied,  that  there  had  been 
considerable  and  recent  importations  of  this 
article  into  the  United  States— 80,000  bushels 
in  one  year ;  cert^nlj  this  interferes  with  the 
products  of  the  conntrj.  He  moved  ten  cents 
per  boshel,  and  it  waa  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ames,  barley  was  taxed 
ciz  cents,  and  lime  one  hundred  cents.  He 
Jnst  stated  that  these  artides  were  imported  in 
oondderable  qnantities&om  a  neighboring  Stat« 
that  had  jiot  ret  adopted  the  constitntion  ;  and, 
perhaps,  said  ne,  our  political  situation  is  such 
as  to  make  some  r^nlatdon  on  this  head  neces- 
sary. 

On  n^ls,  spikes,  tacks,  and  brads. 

Hi.  IiBB  did  not  think  we  were  ripe  for  such 
extenuve  mauo&ctnres  as  some  gentlemen 
seemed  derirons  of  enoonraging;  Iiut  this  was 
particularly  otgeotionable,  because  it  wss  a  tax 
npon  the  Improvement  of  estates,  nnlees  the  ar- 
ticles could  be  ^niahed  as  cheap  and  sbnn- 


[ApaiL,  1TB9L 

danllf  at  heme  as  they  were  by  fbreign  nationa. 
He  moved  to  strike  it  ont. 

Mr.  MAniBOH  conceived  fUs,  like  a  tai  en 
hemp,  would  increase  the  price  on  ship-bnQd- 
ing;  spikes  snd  nails  were  necessaiy  for  the 
constmction  of  vessels. 

Ur.  BLiin>  thought  a  dnty  on  nails  an  un- 
equal tax,  bnrthening  the  Sontbem  States,  but 
not  felt  by  the  Northern,  who  made  only  enondi 
for  their  own  consumption ;  be  op|>oeed  it  aba 
on  account  of  its  being  an  article  of  isdispsoN- 
Ue  necessity. 

Ifr.  Qoomnrx  infbrmed  the  genflemen  vlia 
were  opposed  to  a  duty  on  niuls,  that  great 
quantities  of  them  were  manufactured  fbr  ei- 
portation  in  Usssaobusetts  and  Petmsylvsiiia, 
and  he  believed  some  other  States ;  snd,  in  ■ 
little  time,  enough  might  be  made  to  sopply  lU 
Nortb  America. 

Kr.  TroKEB  Judged,  from  what  was  aeH  d 
the  little  expense  and  great  &ci]ity  of  maDDikfr 
taring  naila,  that  it  stood  in  no  need  of  legiali- 
five  assistance.  Why  lay  a  duty  on  fordsD 
uuls,  when  they  cannot  rival  you  if  you  main 
them  as  good  and  as  cheiu)  t  Will  not  the  fin 
per  cent,  duty,  with  freight  and  ahlpping  dur 
gea,  be  sufficient  enconragement  I  He  thODf^t 
't  wonld,  and  therefore  was  averse  to  any  otha 
[uty.  He  observed  also,  that  it  wonld  burther 
ship-building,  and  was,  consequently  agiitui 
those  employed  in  that  business. 

Hi.  Fmsuf ons  was  not  very  solicitous  aboit 
the  duty.  He  thonght  the  manuftotnrer  wodi 
have  bnt  little  to  apprehend  if  the  Legielstnri 
should  decide  against  them ;  for,  the  bet  wu 
that  noilB  were  at  this  moment  made  chesoet 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  some  jndgee,  better  wii 
those  coming  from  England.  Before  the  t«vo 
Intion,  the  people  In  America  were  not  per 
mitted  to  erect  dittiug  mills.  The;  now  Mt> 
several,  and  are  independent  of  aU  tbe  wrali 
*     "    materials  necessary  fbr  carrying  on  tb 


as  the  duty  respected  the  manufacture  in  P«iiii 
sylvania,  it  was  his  opinion  that  refiisins  i 
wonld  do  no  material  ii^ory,  and  he  believed  i 
would  draw  bnt  little  money  into  tbe  tressuiy 
yet,  nevertheless,  he  was  vrilling  to  allow 
small  one,  because  it  conformed  to  the  poli«j'  c 
the  States,  who  thonght  tt  proper,  In  this  qui 
ner,ta  protect  their  manofacturea.  He  believe 
neither  spikes  nor  nuls  for  ship-building  vu 
imnorted ;  they  were  generally  lai^  and  neav] 
ana  were  made  in  the  country,  aooording  to  tli 
bnilder's  orders. 

On  the  motion,  naib  and  spikes  were  tai« 
one  cent  per  pound,  bnt  taoks  and  brads  wsi 
stmck  ouL 

On  salt,  per  bushsL 

Mr.  Btibkb,— I  need  not  observe  to  tlte  o(« 
mittee  that  this  article  is  a  necessary  of  lifi 
nor  that  black  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses  do  nt 
thrive  without  it;  on  these  considerations  tJoc 
I  should'  oppose  it '  but  I  know  likewise  that : 
is  a  tax  particularly  odions  to  the  inhabitaul 
of  South  Carolina  and  Oeragia,  to  whom  tl 
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price  it  alnadj  of^nm&vdy  great.  The  back 
pntscftliM  State  are  obliged  to  haul  all  the; 
eomnme,  two,  three^  or  four  hniidred  milee  in 
wigiii*,  for  which  the;  pa;  &bont  seven  abil- 
Bngtitfriing  Add  this  to  the  first  oost^  which 
taiboDtaae  iihiPing,  thoogh  Bometjmee  more, 
nd  joQ  TiD  find  iJie  burtheii  snstained  hj 
dtoBt  who  live  remote  from  the  aea-ahore  soffi- 
dailj  DDeqoaL  I  hope,  therefore,  the  oom- 
1  mittee  Till  not  agree  to  it. 

Ur.  LiwxKBtm  hoped  a  dntj  would  be  lud 
ea  the  article;  it  waa  in  general  use,  and  the 
Hnnmption  bo  ngnlar,  thxt  it  was  mach  to  be 
dqKBded  Dpoa  as  a  sooroe  of  revenue ;  bnt  the 
iuj  ou^t  not  to  be  eo  high  aa  to  make  it  op- 
pmsn.  He  mored  to  impoae  a  dot;  of  tis, 
etnta  p«T  btuhel. 

Hr.  Toons  felt  on  averrion  to  lajing  a  dnty 
m  nh  for  aoTeral  motive.  It  womd  bear 
haidtr  npoo  the  poor  than  upon  the  rich.  The 
tave  [rodple  of  taxation  is,  that  ever;  nan 
ooDtribote  to  the  pobUcbnr  thena  in  proportion 
to  the  vshie  of  his  propertj.  But  a  poor  man 
etnaaaa  aa  mnch  salt  as  a  rich  man.  In  this 
pdat  of  view,  it  operatee  aa  a  poll-tax,  the  moat 
o£du  of  all  taxes ;  it  doea  not  operate  rimpl; 
M  a  pdl-tax,  bnt  is  heavier  on  the  poor  than  on 
the  rich,  becaase  the  poor  conaiune  greater 
^antitks  of  salted  provieioDS  than  the  rich. 
Sor  does  it  bear  eqnul;  npon  ever;  part  of  the 
CDoncry ;  Cv  it  is  oonsomed  in  a  greater  pro- 
portkin  bj  cattle  at  a  distanoe,  than  b;  those 
BMrthe  sea  ^orea.  Moreover,  the  dnty  ool- 
ketcd  on  the  importataon  will  enter  into  the 
■tdole,  and 


price  at  the  artiali 


i  conntrymaii  will 


W  the  retailer  a  profit  on  the  tax,  perhaps  of 
Bar  times  its  amoont.  For  which  reaeoD^  he 
VH  man  averse  to  thia  article  being  taxed  uum 
BT  otbn  whatsoever. 

Mr.  SooTT  declared  himself  dedsively  against 
the  dnty,  although  be  admitted  a  most  oertain 
revtaae  eooid  be  drawn  from  it,  on  aoconnt  of 
'ItaDniveTwl  dmnand  and  atilit;.  But  be  did 
not  think  these  oonriderations  alone  amoanted 
to  a  nfficient  reason  wh;  this  necessary  arti' 
de  Aoold  be  taxed ;  if  they  did,  the  argimient 
woold  prove  too  much,  it  would  eit«nd  to  the 
■e  of  water  and  common  air.  He  presomed 
tiw  dd  arguments  often  nr^ed  by  gentlemen  ' 
bnr  of  mnnnflmtni-M  did  not  apply,  because 
aeougeineDt  would  be  sufficient  to  esUbliah  it. 

Eim  the  nearest  part  of  the  Atlantic  coast, 
whwe  lalt  can  be  obtained,  to  the  next  nearest 
te  the  Western  territwy,  is  a  distance  of  eight 
handred  or  one  thonaand  miles ;  all  the  inter- 
mediate spaee  most  be  mpplied  from  one  or  the 
MliB';oTer  the  moontaina  it  most  be  carried 
psek-honea.  This  of  itself  ia  a  eofDoient  tax 
«ptn  the  consamer ;  how  oppresdve  then  must 
it  be  to  incfease  the  bnrtlien. 

Vr.  MooBi  observed  npon  the  ineqnalitj,  aa 
it  nspected  the  consnmption  of  the  article  by 
tattle:  some  Slatee  raised  more  than  others, 
■Muequently  they  consumed  more ;  some  parte 
«f  the  «sme  State  were  in  a  like  ntnation.  The 
peofde  on  the  leo-ooast  pursued  merchandise ; 
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those  in  the  back  parts  r^sed  cattle,  which  he 
was  bold  to  say  oonsunied  five  times  as  much 
salt  as  the  lower  country,  and  would  pay  the 
tax  in  the  same  proportion.  It  has  bean  s^d, 
that  if  they  pay  more  on  salt,  they  pay  lesa  on 
other  articles — agreed  to.  But  there  are  a  num- 
ber more  which  may  perhaps  nneqnally  affect 
them ;  yet  it  is  an  argument  of  small  weight  to 
say,  because  we  in  argo  oommercial  dties  are 
regulated  in  a  somptnary  manner  for  indnlgina 
in  Inxories,  yon  who  are  obliged  to  retr^icn 
them  shall  pay  a  tax  npon  the  neoeeaaries  of 
life.  In  ahortj  the  tax  appeared  to  him  not  on- 
ly unpopular,  but  niynst likewise,  and  he  would 
not  agree  to  it 

Mr.  Bkith  (of  Bonth  Carolina.)— If  any  far- 
ther orgnments  were  necessary  to'  o<mTince  the 
oommittoe  of  the  impropriety  of  the  present 
measure,  more  might  be  urged,  though  what 
has  been  sud  ia  certainly  simoient  to  demon- 
strate that  it  will  be  attended  with  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisiactioD.  and  in  proportion  to  that  dis- 
satisfaotdon  will  do  the  danger  of  having  your 
laws  contemned,  opposed,  or  neglected  in  tlie 
execntion.  It  la  well  known,  that  however 
small  the  duty,  it  will  fomish  a  pretext  to  the 
seller  to  extort  a  mnch  greater  sum  from  the 
consumer.  Another  observatioii.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  part 
of  Bonth  Oarolina  are  opposed  to  the  new  Gov- 
ernment; it  will  be  a  melancholy  circumstanoe 
tji  entantrle  ourselves,  at  thia  time,  among  the 
shoals  M  discontent ;  yet  no  stronger  impulse 
oonld  be  given  for  opposition  than  the  proposed 
tax ;  conceiving  it  in  this  light,  he  was  agunst 
the  measure. 

Ur.  Boon  added,  tliat  the  price  of  salt  whM« 
he  lived  was  four  didlars  a  bushel,  the  country 
was  settled  three  or  fbnr  hundred  mOea  beyond 
him,  and  he  supposed  the  price  there  to  be 

Hr.  LawBXitOB  thought  it  would  be  better 
for  the  committee  to  take  time  to  examine  what 
had  been  urged  against  the  tax,  and  as  it  was 
the  oBual  time  for  adjourning,  the  committee 
might  rise  and  defer  their  decision  till  to-mor- 


FoDAY,  Aptil  17. 
BxNJAintT  OoKTBs,  from  Ifaryland,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  Hottse  ag^  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittoe  of  the  'VHiole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Faob  in  the  chair ;  the  qneation  of  laying  & 
dnty  on  salt  recurred. 

Mr.  L&wKBNOB. — I  had  the  honor  yesterdv 
of  delivering  my  sentiments  in  favor  of  this 
duty;  but  observations  were  made  by  gentle- 
men from  different  parts  of  the  Boose  against 
the  measure.  The  principal  objection  was,  that 
the  tax  was  an  odiooa  one.  It  was  admitted  by 
a  worthy  gentieman  from  FenDsylvania  (Mr, 
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Soon)  that  bU  toxee  &re  odious;  this  is  ocrUun- 
\j  tnie,  for  the  p«ople  are  not  pleaaed  with 
paying  them ;  nothing  bat  oeces^tf  will  indace 
k  GtoTemment  to  have  reoonrae  to  them.  It  is 
alao  troe,  that  some  are  more  odious  than  othere. 
Ymia  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  seeo  that  a 
tax  on  salt  is  not  «o  in  general,  bnt  only  in  par- 
tioalarpartaof  the  Union;  Iho  renote  inhabi- 
tants, it  is  said^  will  be  dissatisfied,  because  it 
inoreaaee  the  pnc«  of  the  commoditj,  and  they 
use  more  of  it  tlian  others.  It  is  mentioned  aa 
partaking  of  the  nature  of  a  capitation  tax,  but 
this  kind  of  tax  is  odioos,  more  from  its  man- 
ner of  operation  than  its  nature.  We  find  in 
some  States  where  it  is  in  use,  the  people  live 
eaey  nnJder  it ;  for  exsmple,  it  is  not  complained 
of  in  some  of  the  Eastern  States.  We  have  not 
much  (4)  apprehend  from  a  tax  on  salt  in  this 
Stata ;  the  people  are  satisfied  with  It ;  at  least 
the  complaints  are  neither  so  loud  nor  so  general 
aa  to  make  us  apprehensive  for  the  existence  of 
the  GovernmeDt  we  live  under.  Its  operations, 
though  the  contrary  was  predicted,  go  on  with 
as  much  ease  unce  an  impost  has  been  Md,  as 
they  did  before.  I  beheve,  likewise,  we  have 
only  to  try  the  eiperiment,  to  be  convinced  it 
wonld  have  a  similar  efiect  throughout  the  con- 
tinent ;  for  I  cannot  persnade  myself  that  it  is 
generally  looked  upon  in  so  odious  a  light  as 
some  gentlemen  imagine.  It  was  also  said,  that 
the  tax  would  be  unequal,  and  the  objects  of 
inequality  were  two.  The  poor  man  would  pay 
as  much  aa  the  rich ;  but  this  is  not  the  case ; 
the  rich  are  generally  more  profuse  in  their 
oonaumption  than  the  poor ;  they  have  more 
servants  and  dependents  also  to  consume  it; 
consequently  the  whole  amount  of  their  con- 
sumption  must  be  in  a  propurti  enable  ratio. 
The  other  inequality  was  its  dilferent  operation 
in  different  States,  and  even  different  parts  of 
the  same  State.  On  eiamination,  this  objec- 
tion also  may  be  obviated.  Gentlemen  tell  you 
the  high  price  of  this  article  at  three  or  four 
hondred  miles  distance;  is  it  not  hence  presum- 
able that  there  they  consume  as  Uttle  as  possi- 


on  the  sea-coast,  or  on  the  western  waters,  the 
tax  is  the  same,  or  but  inconsiderably  augment- 
ed; for  I  take  it  the  great  addition  which  is 
made  is  in  consequence  of  the  charge  of  car- 
riage. I  cannot,  therefore,  see  by  what  magic 
gentlemen  will  prove  to  you  that  it  is  increased 
four  or  five  fold.  We  mast  also  take  into  cou- 
templatdon  the  number  of  persons  who  con- 
sume it;  here  it  will  appear,  that  the  weight  of 
population  is  much  greater  on  the  sea-coast  than 
m  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia, 
and  Oaroliiia,  consequently  the  consumption 
muat  be  greater.  It  was  said,  the  argument  I 
urged  was  not  a  good  one,  because  it  proved 
too  much,  that  an  article  of  general  consump- 
tion was  hot  the  beet  article  for  taxation ;  now, 
I  believe  the  maxim  is  just,  and  when  examined 
it  will  be  found  so.  Taxes,  to  be  just,  should 
0atA.  all,  and  equally  affect  them,  and  not  be  left , 


to  fall  partially  upon  a  few.  This  is  more  the 
case  with  salt  than  any  other  article  which  has 
yet  been  taxed,  and  I  beUeve  is  the  only  tax 
which  will  get  at  the  pockets  of  those  to  whom 
it  is  said  to  be  obooxioua.  But  how  oomea  it^ 
if  the  other  articles  are  equal);  consumed  in 
the  back  countries,  thai  gentlemen  did  not 
urge  the  argument  of  expense  on  tranq>ort«- 
tion,  and  the  pretext  that  a  tax  wonld  fiiniiih 
the  seller  to  extort  from  the  consumer.  i 

Mr.  Madibon. — From  the  nature  of  the  argu- 
ments made  use  of  on  this  occasion,  it  is  neocs- 
sary  to  proceed  with  some  cironmspectiffli, 
though  not  to  depart  from  that  policy  which 
can  be  justified  by  reason  and  experience.  I  am 
willing  to  trust  a  great  deal  to  the  good  sense, 
Justice,  and  penetration  of  our  fellow-citueiis 
for  sopport ;  and  though  I  think  it  might  be  just 
to  lay  a  considerable  dnty  generally  on  import- 
ed articles,  yet  it  would  not  be  prudent  c»'  ptdi- 
tic,  at  this  time^  to  do  so.  Let  us  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  subject  before  us,  on  the  princi- 

Slea  of  justice  and  principles  of  policy.  In  the 
rst  point  of  view,  we  may  consider  the  effect 
it  will  have  on  the  different  descriptions  of  peo- 
ple tbronghout  the  United  States,  I  mean  dif- 
ferent deecriptions,  as  they  relate  to  property. 
I  readily  agree  that,  in  itself  a  tax  would  be 
unjust  and  oppressive  that  did  not  fall  on  the 
citizens  according  to  their  degree  of  property 
and  ability  to  pay  it;  were  it,  therefore,  this 
^ngle  article  which  we  are  about  to  tax,  I 
should  think  it  indispensable  that  it  should  ope- 
rate equally,  agreeably  to  the  principle  I  have 
just  mentioned.  But  in  order  to  detenmne 
whether  a  tax  on  salt  is  just  or  ntyust,  we  must 
consider  it  as  part  of  a  system,  and  judge  of  the 
operation  of  this  system  as  if  it  was  bot  a  sin- 
gle article ;  if  this  is  found  to  be  uneqaal,  it  is 
also  uiyust.  Now,  examine  the  preceding  arti- 
cles, and  consider  how  they  affect  the  ricli,  and 
it  will  be  found  that  they  bear  more  than  a  just 
prnportion  according  to  their  ability  to  pay;  by 
adding  this  article,  we  shall  rather  equalise  the 
disproportion  than  increase  it,  if  it  is  true,  M 
has  been  oflen  mentioned,  that  the  poor  will 
contribute  more  of  this  tax  dian  the  rich. 
When  we  consider  the  tax  as  it  operates  on  the 
different  parts  of  the  United  States,  dividing 
the  whole  into  the  northern,  middle,  and  sonth- 
em  districts,  it  will  be  found  that  they  oontri- 
bute  also  in  proportion  to  their  nombere  and 
ability  to  pay.  If  there  be  any  distinction  in 
this  respect,  it  will  be  perceived  to  be  in  favor 
of  the  soutliern  division,  becau.se  the  speciee  of 
property  there  consists  of  months  tliat  consume 
salt  in  ^e  same  proportion  as  the  whites;  but 
they  have  not  this  property  in  the  middle  and 
northern  districts  to  pay  taxes  for.  The  most 
important  objection  is,  that  the  western  part  of 
our  country  uses  more  salt  than  any  other; 
this  makes  it  unequal ;  bnt,  considered  as  a  part 
of  a  system,  the  equilibrium  is  restored,  when 
you  find  this  almost  the  only  tax  they  will  have 
to  pay.  Will  they  contribute  any  tiling  by  con- 
suming imported  i^itits)    Very  little.     Yet^ 
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fiui  i»  k  prindpal  Moroe  of  rerenae;  tbey  will 
nMA  DpoD  what  thej  procure  at  home ;  and 
■01  the;  sabmit  to  a  oireot  tai;  if  they  mur- 
mm  it  ao  S^  a  one  od  salt  I  Will  they  sub- 
mit tou  eicisel  If  thej  would,  I  tmst  it  U 
got  b  tbe  ccmtBDipUtioii  ot  gentlemen  to  pro- 
poKiL 

Hr.  Vom,  aftar  some  doubts,  had  made  up 
bk  mind  ogaiiist  the  article  being  taxed.  We 
on^t  to  paaa  no  law  that  ia  oojast  or  oppres- 
iin  in  its  nature,  or  which  the  people  may  con- 
■djT  IS  n^joat  or  oppressive ;  a  duty  on  salt 
■mtd  be  considered  in  that  light  b;  a  great 
umber.  Our  cobstitnenta  expect  some  ease 
mJ  relief  pBrticnlarl;  the  poorer  sort  of  people. 
It  teems  to  be  granted,  from  all  that  has  b«en 
aid.  that  it  will  afieot  them  in  a  manner  which 
BO  Ctber  tax  aw,  thoo^,  it  is  said,  the;  will 
not  be  aflected  beyond  their  proportion,  as  thej 
pay  nothing  ibr  the  ooDsmnpdon  of  wine,  spi- 
titi,  Ac.  because  they  use  none.  One  reaacm 
whid)  influenced  the  committee  to  tax  those 
attkks,  was  to  abolish  the  nse  of  them  alto 
Mber,  or  prevent  the  excesses  they  occasioned. 
Kow  rill  yon  m^  in  argament  for  tAxing  the 
poor,  that  they  already  practise  that  temperance 
vhith  jtm  desire  to  bring  nniversally  about? 
All  tsxes,  it  is  admitted,  are  odions,  and  some 
nerelj  from  opinion ;  bat  if  they  are  odioiu 
frtm  opinion,  they  onght  to  bo  carefully  guard? 
«d  igainst,  especially  if  the  Government  de- 
pends apon  (^nnion  tor  mpport. 

Hr.  Sutra,  of  Maryland,  said,  they  collected 
tiffat  <xats  in  his  State,  and  it  caused  no  oom- 
plunl  that  be  knew  of 

The  question  on  imposing  ux  oents  on  salt 
VM  pot  and  carried,  as  was  a  motion  for  a  draw- 
UA  DD  salted  provisions  and  fish. 

On  manu&ctiired  tobacco. 

ICr.  Sbkbman'  moved  six  cents,  as  he  thongbt 
tha  doty  ought  to  amount  to  a  prohibition. 
Hus  WIS  agreed  to. 

On  amR,  ten  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  Cabboll  moved  to  insert  window  and 
ether  ^ass.  A  manufactore  of  this  article  was 
^Kfou  in  Maryland,  and  attended  with  consid- 
wable  Hicceas ;  if  the  Legislature  were  to  grant 
a  maD  encooragement,  it  would  be  permonent- 
^  enablished ;  the  materials  were  to  be  fonnd 
ia  the  Donntry  in  sufficient  qoantities  to  answer 
tbic  most  exUnsive  demand. 

A  desultory  conversation  arose  in  the  com- 
miti<e  respecting  the  propriety  of  receiving  the 
motion  at  this  time,  when  it  was  agreed  to  add 
OD  all  window  and  other  glass,  except  black 
quit  bottles,  ton  per  cent  ad  talorem. 

lb.  CLrxBB  informed  the  Honse  of  the  state 
cf  the  paper  mills  in  Pennsylvania;  they  were 
to  nnmeroos  as  to  be  able  to  supply  a  very  ex- 
tauive  demand  in  that  and  the  neighboring 
States;  they  annnally  produce  about  70,000 
reams  of  varions  kin<k,  which  is  sold  as  cheap 
M  it  can  be  imported.  This  mannfactnre  cer- 
iMnly  is  an  important  one ;  and  having  grown 
^  nnder  legislative  enconragement,  it  will  be 
win  tooontiune  it.    Thereupon  it  was.agreod. 


to  lay  an  impost  of  seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  on  blank  books,  writing,  printing,  and 
wrapping  paper,  and  pastobou^ ;  the  some, 
without  debate,  was  Isjd  upon  canes,  walking- 
sticks,  wnipg,  clothing  ready  made,  on  gold, 
silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  on  jewelry  and 
paste  work;  upon  cabinet  ware,  buttons  of 
metal,  saddles,  gloves  of  leather,  all  bats  of  bea- 
ver, far,  wool,  or  mixtore  of  either,  all  milline- 
ry, castings  of  iron,  or  slit  or  rolled  iron,  all 
leather  tanned  or  tawed,  or  manufactares  there- 
of, except  such  as  are  otherwise  rated. 

On  every  ooach,  ohariot,  or  other  four  wheel 
carriage,  and  on  every  chaise,  solo,  or  other  two 
— "^    '  carriage,  or  parts  thereof  fifteen  per  cent. 


Satcbsat,  April  18. 
Mr.  Wmrx,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
Teport«d  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
oc^tifloatea  and  other  credentials  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  to  serve  in  this  House,  and  found 
them  entitled  to  take  th^  seats ;  which  report 
was  oonourred  with. 

Ihitie*  on  Ingm-ti. 

The  Honse  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Pi.aB  in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qoodhub,  anchors  at  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valcrem,  was  added. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SnxKMAif,  aatmeg&  cinna- 
mon, raisLQB,  figs,  currant^  and  almonds,  were 
struck  out. 

Hr.  Ajnca  introduced  wool  cards,  with  ob- 
serving tiiat  they  were  manufactured  to  the 
eastward  as  good  and  as  cheap  as  the  imported 

Mr.  OLmKB  mentioned,  that  in  the  Btate  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  mannfaotnre  was  carried  to 
great  perfection,  and  enough  could  be  furnished 
to  supply  the  demand.  A  duty  of  fifty  cents 
per  dozen  was  imposed  on  wool  cards. 

On  wrought  tin  wore,  seven  and  a  h^  per 
oentum  aduilorem;  on  every  quintal  of  &li, 
fifty  cents ;  and  on  every  barrd  of  pickled  fish, 
seventy-five  cents. 

Mr.  FiTZBDfoits  moved  the  following:  "On 
all  t«as  imported  from  Ohina  or  India,  in  ships 
built  in  the  United  States,  and  belonging  whol- 
ly to  a  citjzen  or  citizens  thereof,  as  foUowK 
on  bohea  te^,  per  ponnd,  six  cents ;  on  all  sou- 
chong and  other  black  teas,  ten  oents;  on  supe- 
rior green  teas,  twenty  cents;  on  all  other  tew, 
ten  cents. 

On  all  t«as  imported  from  any  other  conntry, 
or  from  China  or  India,  in  ships  which  are  not 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  as  follows: 
on  bohea  tea,  per  pound,  ten  cents ;  souchong^ 
and  other  black  teas,  fifteen  oents ;  on  superior 
green  teas,  thirty  oents ;  on  all  other  green  teas, 
eighteen  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  FiTzsiMONs  supported  the  motion,  by  ob- 
serving that  one  effect  of  the  late  glorious  revo- 
Intion  was,  to  deprive  the  merchants  of  Ameri- 
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oa  o!  mott  of  the  ohaniKlB  <rf  oomnierM  whioh 
they  had  befbre  piusaed.  TUa  cnrDomstanoe 
ob]iig«d  them  to  waroh  fbr  other  sonroea  to  em- 
ploj  tfa^  Tettela  in.  It  had  beea  diBOovered 
tiut  a  pret^  laontive  trade  oonld  be  oanied 
omrith  tfaeooimtriee  intheeaBt;  themerohanta 
have  gone  lately  into  It,  and  it  at  present  gives 
waplojineDt  to  emM  dioauikl  ixsm  of  Am^oan 
■tdpiung  and  aeamen;  onr  neoeia  has  beea  to 
great,  as  to  exdte  the  Jealons^  td  Eorope,  sod 
nothing  ia  left  undone  to  onmp  or  prevent '— 


Legialatore  of  Fennarlvauia,  imprened  wtth  the 
fmportanoe  of  the  snl^eot,  had  mated  it  ud  bjr 
dlsariminating  in  the  maiiQer  be  proposed  to 
the  committee;  and  wtth  the  like  aid  from  the 
Government  of  the  UnitBd  Btatea,  the  merchants 
ma;  no  longer  ffear  the  maohinattona  of  the  op- 
ulent oompamee  in  Europe,  who  are  onwilllng 
to  let  ns  partake  of  a  trade  they  so  long  have 
bad  a  monopoly  of.  Alreadjthe  trade  to  India 
has  bad  a  very  happy  effect  in  fiivor  of  onr  in- 
babitsnta,  by  reducing  commodities  brooght 
front  thence  to  one  baff  of  their  former  price, 
and  yet  a  anfflcient  profit  ia  left  to  enable  those 
concerned  to  carry  it  on  with  advauta^. 

Mr.  Madisos  felt  a  reluctance  in  being  obliA 
ed  to  state  his  reasons  why  be  donbt«d  the  pel 
icy  of  tbe  jwoposed  measnre.  What,  stud  he,  I 
its  oi^ect  t  It  is  not  to  add  to  the  revenue,  fbr 
it  will  in  &ot  t«nd  to  diminish  it,  in  that  pi 
portion  which  the  importation  from  China  lei 
ens  that  from  other  parts ;  It  is  not  to  increase 
OUT  commerce,  ibr  long  voyages  are  nnfriendly 
to  it ;  it  is  not  to  increase  ^e  importation  of 
neoesesry  arUoles,  for  India  goods  are  mostly 
articles  of  Inmry;  it  is  not  to  carry  off  onr  sn- 
pu^oities,  for  these  articles  are  paid  for  princi- 
pally, if  not  altogether,  in  solid  coin.  If  the 
trada  is  beneficial  at  all  to  the  United  States,  it 
mnst  be  in  this  single  point  of  view,  that  the 
articles  can  be  imputed  cheaper  throogh  that 
^annel  than  any  other ;  and,  if  bo,  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  people  to  be  sapplied  as  cheap 
as  possible.  There  are  no  collatoral  good  pur- 
poses to  d^m  onr  attention  in  this  case.  It  Is 
not  in  the  natnre  of  things  that  we  shonld  de- 
rive any  other  advantsge  than  the  one  1  have 
mentioned,  without  it  is  that  of  r^ing  onr  India 
oommeroe  from  its  wea^  and  infimt  state 
itrength  and  vigor;  to  enable  it  to  continne 
snpphes  at  a  cheaper  rate  tlian  they  oonld  otb- 
enrise  be  obtained. 

Mr.  GoODHua  replied  to  Mr.  Kuhson'b  ob- 
servations, respecting  tbe  mode  of  paying  for 
India  goods,  by  informing  the  committee  that 
Tery  oonsiderable  quantities  of  ginseng,  naval 
stOTes,  Inmber,  and  provisions,  were  shipped; 
otJier  articles  were  sent  slso,  and  dii^Msed  of 
at  ports  on  this  ride  of  China,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure the  most  snitable  cargo ;  so  that  we  do  not 
pi^  principally  6x  their  oonuuodities  in  solid 
floUi,  hot  send  off  soperdnitiee  to  a  oonside: 
amount,  much  more  than  if  we  were  to  procnrc 
onr  teas  and  nankeeiis  from  any  part  of  £a- 
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til.  Hadibok  had  not  made  tiie  otjcotian 
mertlj  beoanse  the  spede  was  exported,  bat  to 
show  that  it  did  not  bring  in  an  eqnivdcnt, » 
the  goods  were  mostly  cf  that  kind  whkh  in 
termed  Inxariea. 

Mr.  BomtmoT  dedaied  himsdf  a  fiiend  to 
the  Indian  conuneroe.  He  thought  it  encon> 
aged  tbe  employment  of  shipping,  and  iacreased 
onr  seamen ;  he  knew  its  advantages  to  agriool- 
tore.  The  genUeman  ftvm  Yiigiiiia  (Mr.  Hin- 
iboh)  supposed  but  little  of  onr  rawdnctioos  ireie 
sent  in  exohanee  for  India  goods;  but  onr  heel, 
poA,  floor,  and  whea^  wei;p  shipped  for  thit 
porpoae,  not  to  China,  yet  to  porta  where  ym- 
-'-  oaigoem  were  taken  in  to  answer  tbe  tnds. 
tonragement  and  protection  weire  neoesssiy 
to  prevent  the  large  o(nnpaniee  in  Europe  from 
unaeredling  our  merchants,  which  they  woold 
readily  do,  at  oondderable  loss,  if  they  coqU,  ia 
ocmseqnence,  put  a  stop  to  our  tnd^  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  committee  would  not  hedtate  in 
adopting  tbe  motion. 

The  motion  was  adopted  acoordin^. 

On  coal  per  bushel owta. 

Mr.  BuLND  informed  the  committee,  that  then 

ere  mines  opened  In  Virginia  capable  d  mf- 
plying  the  whole  of  tbe  United  States,  and,  if 
some  restraint  was  laid  on  the  importatioD  d 
lordgn  coal,  those  mines  might  be  worked  to 
advantage.  He  thought  it  needless  to  insbt 
upon  the  advantages  reenlting  from  a  odlieiy, 
~  ~  ~  supply  for  culinary  and  meadunical  pur- 
poses, and  as  a  nuneiy  to  train  up  seamen  nr  a 
navy.    He  moved  tiuee  cents  a  bushel. 

Mr.  Hi^ETLKT  was  willing  to  admit  a  mcde^ 
ate  du^,  but  thought  three  cents  would  be  a 
greet  d^couragement  to  those  mannfartnrea 
which  neoesaarily  consume  large  quantities  of 
fbel.    He  moved  one  cent. 

Mr.  Pabkxb  sud,  thst  a  lees  sum  Uian  three 
cents  would  not  answer  tbe  purpose  intended. 
Oosl  came  fitim  England  as  ballast,  and  wis 
sold  so  low,  as  almost  to  prevent  the  workiBg 
of  thdr  mines  in  Virginia.  He  hoped,  if  the 
committee  were  diaptsed  to  encourage  thcol, 
they  would  proportion  the  means  to  the  end;  s 
duty  of  one  cent  would  be  void ;  nothing  undv 
what  was  moved  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bwin)) 
could  answer  the  purpose.  He  hot>ed,  there- 
fbre,  the  oonunittee  would  agree  to  tnree  oeatB. 

On  the  question,  there  appeared  a  majority  in 
&vor  of  three  cents.  After  which  tbe  oonunit- 
tee rose,  and  l^e  House  a^onmed. 

MoNPAT,  April  30. 
AnnAHAM  Bau>wis  and  Jaues  Jaoebon,  from 
Georgia,  qipeared  and  took  their  seats. 

DuUti  on  Importt, 

The  House  amia  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Oran- 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  Paob  in  the  chair. 

The  following  clause  of  the  bill  was  agreed 
to,  viz :  "  On  aU  other  articles,  five  per  cent,  on 
their  value  at  the  time  and  [dace  (tf  importa 
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ttcB,  eieqrt  tin  in  piga,  tin  platm,  lead,  old 
ptwUr,  iima,  iron  or  bran  wires  copper  in 
plitH,  wool,  dying  woods  uid  ijing  drugt 
(ofltcr  tbaa  induo,)  nw  hidec^  beftver,  and  all 
«W  tan,  and  deer  aUna. " 

Hr.  RnBDroaB  propOMd  a  drawback  of  mx 
(■B  per  gaUon  <xi  all  ram  distilled  in  the 
Uniled  Statee,  exported  withoot  the  limits  of 

Mr.  Muosos  aaked  if  the  quantity  trf  rnm  bo 
nptrted  waa  vorj-  omaider&Ue  I  Ho  belief ed 
it  na  not ;  and  he  would  not,  fbr  the  sake  of 
mnmnBug  that  Inanch  of  trade,  <n>Bn  a  door 
If  Thicb  fraoda  on  tlie  rerenne  oonld  be  com- 
mttad  tqaal  to  the  vhola  duty  oollect«d. 

Mr.  TmaoKom  ooold  not  say  what  qnantitj 
flf  nrnwaiezDortedinthatway;  but  he  feared, 
DDlta  a  diswWk  was  allowed,  it  would  be  a 

n'a^aj  to  the  manafiMnra,  At  the  time 
n^  of  riz  oenta  on  mtdaMes  was  lud,  he 
tboocbt  it  waa  mtderatood,  the  oommittee 
wooU  iQaw  a  drawbaok  on  the  nun  exported. 
Then  aNma  to  be  on  ^tpnhennon  that  the 
■jMm  of  dnwbaoka  will  operate  to  the  ^sad- 
notice  nf  the  reratoe;  bathe  believed  a  mode 
maid  be  devised  to  ]>reTent  fi«nds,  in  this  case, 
Adly  It  eieotnallr  as  on  the  importation.  If 
Am  vm  not  done,  it  would  be  time  enoogh  for 
gBiUmaa  to  cqtpoee  it ;  they  would  hftve  this 
<nnrtiiDtty,  beoanse  a  biD,  reffolating  the  man- 
ner of  «dlecti<Hi,  he  preeomed,  womd  pass  at 
the  MM  time  with  the  one  for  levying  the 
dniu.  If  dtawbaoka  were  not  allow^  it 
wndd  be  a  very  oonriderable  restraint  on  com- 
ncnn,  particnlarly  on  the  India  trade,  whioh 
he  beHeved  waa  likely  to  be  considerably  ex- 
Unded.  He  waa  sorry  the  geudemen  from 
llMaehaaetts  wa«  not  there  in  their  places,* 
to  pn  mformatMKi  to  Uie  o(Mmaittee  reepectiiig 
the  qaistity  exported  from  that  State ;  from 
hnvflvaiiia  the  qoantity  was  bnt  small 

Ur.  FmawoHa  oontended  for  drawbacks 
RtamDy,  bot  on  this  article  It  waa  partjaolar 
ti|j«^  to  anut  it.  The  mannfoctnre  of  ram 
•II  of  oonnderable  Importance  in  the  Eastern 
Etttea,  but  it  wonld  not  be  able  to  stand  a  sno- 
Mrfbl  competition  with  West  India  rmn  in 
inign  oomitriea,  while  loaded  with  a  dnty  of 
ii  ecnts  per  gallon.  The  tax  on  molasaee  was 
that  nm,  and  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  the  same 
tthig  as  if  it  had  been  paid  on  the  rnm  et  distil- 
htkm ;  me  gallon  of  the  former  yieliUng  but 
<Be  of  the  latter. 

Ht.  ItuHBOH  tlioaght  there  were  very  tew 
<■(■  in  which  drawbacks  ought  to  be  allowed, 
pedi^a  none  bnt  what  related  to  the  East  India 
tnde.  The  small  proportion  of  distilled  ram 
exporteddidnot  jnstiiy  so  great  a  risk;  bnt  of 
tte^uU  proportion  which  went  abroad,  the 
peatest  part  went  to  ihe  coast  of  Aftioa.  He 
feared  tins  trade  was  inoonristent  with  the  good 
if  maokind,  and  oog^t  to  be  reprobated  instead 
tfeoeonraged. 


Hr.  Blahd  aaii  the  oommittee  had  spent  se- 
veral days  in  encouraging  manofbctoree,  by  se- 
lecting articlee  for  rereaue,  and  were  now  ex- 
tending their  views  to  the  enoooragement  of 
commerce.  He  thooght  there  was  some  impro- 
priety in  oombining  the  clanse  proposed  in  this 
part  at  the  bill,  and  even  doabted  if  it  was  in 
order ;  therefore  wonld  vote  against  it 

The  qnestion  was  pnt  on  tlie  motion  fbr  & 
drawback  on  oonntry  rum,  and  lost. 

Ur,  Frraamoire  had  another  olanse  npon  (be 

me  snMeot,  only  on  more  general  prindples; 
he  hopea  genUemen  wonld  connder  well  before 
they  aoomed  it  to  share  the  &te  of  the  former. 

vas  to  this  pnrpoee :  that  all  the  dnties  paid, 

seemed  to  be  paid,  npon  goods  Imported. 

shaU  be  returned  or  ^scharged  npon  inch  of 

the  said  goods,  as  shall  within months  be 

exported  to  any  ooontry  without  the  limits  ot 
ttie  United  States,  exoept  so  mnch  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  defray  the  expense  that  may  have 
acoraed  by  the  entry  and  the  safe  keeping 
theieot  The  snblecta  of  dnties  and  drawbacks 
so  connected  by  their  natnre,  that  he  did 
see  how  they  were  to  be  separated.  Gen- 
tlemen did  not  ima(^e  that  what  had  been 
done  tended  to  favoT  commerce;  it  certainly 
did  not  Every  impost  which  is  ^d  is  a  dis- 
advantage to  the  person  concerned  m  trade,  and 
nothing  DQt  neoessity  could  indnoe  a  submisdon 
to  it  The  interest  of  the  landholder  Is  nn- 
donbtedly  blended  with  the  oommenual  inteitet; 
if  the  latter  receive  an  iqjnry,  the  former  will 
have  to  snslaiiL  his  proportion  of  it  r  if  draw- 
backs are  not  allowed,  the  operatioiis  of  trade 
wilt  be  considerably  shackled ;  merchants  will 
be  obliged,  in  the  Bnt  instance,  to  send  their 
cargoes  to  the  place  of  conenmption,  and  lose 
the  advantage  of  a  oironitons  freight,  which 
alone  is  a  profit  of  no  small  magnitude. 

Ur.  SixnxY  expressed  his  sorrow  for  the 
last  decision  of  the  committee ;  he  wished  the 
question  had  not  been  pot  in  the  absence  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Massachnsetts,  who  were  on  a 
business  in  some  degree  of  a  pnblio  nature.  The 
present  motion  was  only  just  brought  in ;  he 
snbmitted,  therefore,  to  uie  committee,  if  it 
were  not  best  to  pass  it  over  for  the  present,  in 
order  to  give  lime  for  consideration. 

TnzsDAT,  April  31. 
Ur.  Habtlkt  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 


VfsDSsBDXY,  April  S3. 
FxTBB  Stltsbtib,  from  New  Toi^  appear- 
ed and  took  his  seat 

T^uxsnAT,  April  SS. 
Jobs  Eathokr,  from  New  York,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat 

ToDiT,  April  Si. 

Ur.  BoiTDmoT  reported,  from  the  committer 

appointed  to  attend  with  a  oommittee  from  the 
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Benate,  to  receive  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  place  of  hia  embarkatjim  from 
New  Jersey,  that  the  ooiiiiiiitt««  did,  according 
to  order,  together  with  a  committee  from  the 
Senate,  attend  at  Elizabethtown,  in  Kew  Jer- 
sey, on  the  S3d  instant,  at  which  place  the  two 
committees  met  the  President,  and  thence  em- 
barked for  this  city,  where  thej  arrived  abont 
tiaee  o'clock  in  the  aAeraoon  of  the  same  day, 
and  condacted  iiim  to  the  honse  ^ipointed  for 
hia  residence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclositig  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  appointing 
a  committee  to  coDsider  and  report  wKat  etjle 
or  titles  it  will  be  proper  to  annex  to  the  office 
of  Resident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  if  aaj  other  than  those  given  in  the 
constitution ;  also  to  consider  of  the  time, 
place,  and  manner  in  which,  end  the  person  hj 
whom,  the  oath  prescribed  bj  the  constitation, 
shall  be  administered  to  the  President,  and  to 
confer  thereon  with  socb  committee  as  this 
Hoose  should  appoint  for  that  pnrpoae;  where- 

OriUred,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  five 
members,  be  appobtad  for  the  porpose  express- 
ed in  the  rewlution  of  the  SeniUe. 

The  members  elected  were  Messrs.  Bbssoh, 
Augfl  Madison,  Cabboll,  and  Shbrvait. 

Ifutie*  on  Iw/p<yrt». 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BocDHiOT  complained  that  the  articles 
were  generally  taxed  too  high,  not  tAO  high  for 
the  article  to  bear,  bnt  too  Mgh  for  the  due  col- 
lection of  the  revenue.  Every  thing  we  tax 
should  be  considered  as  it  relates  to  the  interest 
of  the  importer,  as  well  ss  other  circumstances ; 
DOW,  if  it  is  discovered  that  the  duties  are  so 
great  as  to  make  it  a  beneficial  trade  to  the 
merchant  to  mn  his  goods,  he  will  do  so,  and 
injure  t^e  revenne. 

Mr.  Madisob  was  senuble  that  high  duties 
hod  a  tendency  to  promote  amnggling,  and  in 
case  those  kinds  of  frauds  were  snccessfidly 

Eractised  tlte  revenue  must  be  diminished;  yet 
e  believed  the  sum  proposed  on  spirits  was  not 
BO  high  as  to  produce  those  efibcts  to  any  oon- 
riderable  degree.  If  any  article  is  capable  of 
paying  a  heavy  duty,  it  is  this ;  if  tlie  dnty  on 
any  article  is  capable  of  being  collected  with 
certainty,  it  is  this ;  If  a  duty  on  any  article  is 
consonant  with  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
America,  it  is  this;  why  then  should  not  the 
article  be  made  as  tributary  ss  possible  to  the 
wants  of  Government!  But  besides  these  fa- 
vorable circumstances,  I  think  the  oombinatioD 
of  the  merchants  will  oome  in  ud  of  the  law 
the  people  will  also  lend  their  sid.  These  cir 
onmstances  would  do  much  toward  insuring  llie 
due  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Jaosson  seconded  Mr.  Bouddtot's  mo- 
lion  fbr  reducing  the  duties,  because  he  was  well 


convinced  they  were  too  high  even  to  be  wi 
collected,  uulese  we  establish  cnstom-hoot 
every  t«n  or  twelve  miles,  like  -watch-towai 
along  llie  Bea-«oast  When  trade  is  ao  nnpr 
ductive,  the  Legislature  ought  to  be  carefht  ba 
they  make  it  more  worth  a  man's  while  to  h 
by  committing  fronds  upon  the  revenne  than  1 
practising  honeet  commerce. 

There  is  another  con^deration  which  partic 
larif  regarded  the  Geoi^  trade.  Tfa^  con 
try,  abounding  with  Inmber  of  the  most  luzsi 
ous  growth,  conld  only  exchange  it  for  ran 
and  a  very  conuderable  commerce  grew  ont  < 
this  intercourse  favorable  to  Georgia.  Tt 
would  be  affected  by  the  impodtion  of  he*' 
duties ;  but  commercial  oonrideratioDS,  we  shi 
be  told,  form  only  a  secondary  object  in  tl 
business.  There  is  another  proposition 
which  he  acquiesced;  it  would  be  more  oo 
venient,  and  more  to  the  hcmor  of  the  Hoosa, 
make  their  flrsteasay  with  low  duties;  becani 
if  they  peraisted  in  laying  them  high,  tbey  won 
be  compelled  to  an  inglorious  retreat,  and  tl 
Government  wonld  be  insulted.  In  the  8ta 
be  represented,  it  was  next  to  impoadble  to  ec 
lect  the  revenue,  the  country  was  so  intar»ect< 
with  navigable  creeks  and  rivers,  if  the  peop 
were  dispoeed  to  evade  tfae  payment  of  it ;  oi 
there  was  no  more  certain  way  to  produce  th 
disposition  than  by  mniring  it  tbeir  intcreat  i 
defraud  you. 

Mr.  BoDDDioT  was  not  ashamed  to  eonfe 
that  he  wanted  the  advantages  of  oommerd 
knowledge  on  a  qaestion  where  the  principl< 
of  trade  were  interwoven;  but  he  opposed  big 
duties  on  a  conviction  in  his  own  mind  thi 
they  could  not  be  collected.  He  repeated  som 
few  of  his  former  arguments  to  show  why  I 
held  tbis  opinion ;  but  it  was  not  the  particolt 
article  of  rum  that  he  was  opposed  to,  itw( 
ibe  high  scale  on  which  the  duties  were  Isi 
generally,  and  that  only  6tim  an  ides  thi 
greater  revenne  might  be  obtuned  from  la 
duties. 

Mr.  TroKEB  wished  tbe  duties  to  be  loweret 
and  proposed  to  the  committee  to  strike  d 
seven  cents  irtfsa  the  fifteen;  by  varying  hi 
motion  in  this  manner,  he  expectod  the  sense  a 
the  Honse  could  be  taken  on  his  propositio 
first,  notwithstanding  the  role  that  "tbe  qutt 
tiou  shall  be  put  on  Uie  highest  sum  first."  B 
joined  in  the  opinion  that  high  duties  were  tffc 
ductive  of  smuggling ;  thst  notwithatandia 
the  powers  and  vigilance  tS  custom-house  oS 
cere,  and  the  whole  Executive,  contraband  trod 
is  carried  on  in  every  nation  where  the  dati« 
are  so  high ;  tbe  (a^ty  with  which  it  coal 
be  done  in  America  ought  to  show  a  pmdeii 
Le^atnre  the  degree  of  probability;  unlet 
this  con  be  guarded  against,  what  will  the  la< 
avdl  ?  It  can  avail  nothing.  Beudes,  the  hi|^ 
er  the  dnty  is  laid,  the  more  yon  expose  the  of 
ficer  to  the  temptation  of  befaig  corrupted ;  wbe) 
that  is  done,  the  revenue  wul  be  very  nnpro 
dcctive. 

Mr.  BiAKD  would  seoond  the  gentlenuui  Us 
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v^  bat  thought  it  was  not  in  order  to  have  the 
qncitioa  takra  fint  cm  the  lowest  earn. 

Hi.  FimiHOire  observed  to  the  Hooee,  that 
the  dtctarai  of  the  present  qoMtion,  in  his 
nmd,  iDTolTed  some  very  important  alterations 
ID  ibe  [maent  measure;  the  conBeqnences  re- 
ailtiw  fron  which  on^t  to  be  well  considered. 
In  «der,  therefore,  to  gain  time  for  this  pnr- 
puc,  be  WDold  move  an  adjonmment ;  vhere- 
vfoa  the  Honw  adjourned. 

Batdbdit,  April  S5. 

Ur.  Bmoa,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  CMuider  of  the  time,  place,  and  manner  in 
vludi,  md  of  the  person  bj  whom  the  oath 
pTMoilMd  bj  the  oonstitntion  shall  be  admin- 
iKered  v>  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States, 
■nd  to  CMLJer  with  a  committee  of  the  Senate 
fcr  the  porpoBe,  reported  as  foUoweth : 

lint  the  Pmident  hath  been  pleued  to  ugnify  to 
DHm  Ibit  nj  tima  or  place  which  both  Houmi  may 
think  jnfa  to  appoint,  and  imj  manaer  wUiji 
ifcill  fffi  most  eligible  to  them,  will  be  aocepta- 
Ufl  lo  JuBi ;  tlt^t  reqniute  preparationft  c&imot  prob- 
imj  bi  suite  be!bn  Thnrsday  aeil :  that  the  Pren- 
fail  be  ondiatdajfbmiall/ received  by  both  Hoiuea 
B  dw  Seuta  Chamber :  that  the  RepreeentatiTeB' 
Cbmbci  bcu^  capable  of  leceiving  the  greater 
nabfT  of  ftnam,  that  therefore  the  Fmident  do 
Mke  At  oidi  in  that  place,  and  in  the  praaence  of 
koth  HoDMi ;  that  after  the  formal  recej^on  of  the 
Fntiiieiil  in  dw  Senate  Chamber,  he  be  attended  by 
bidi  Hooie*  to  the  KcpmeDtatiTea'  Chamber,  aod 
^  tha  oath  be  adminlMered  bv  the  Chancellor  of 
tUiStUa 

TV  eoDunittee  farther  report  it  ai  their  opinion, 
dm  it  will  be  proper  that  a  ooamiittee  cj*  both 
HoBm  be  appointed  to  take  order  for  farther  oon- 


The  Mid  report  was  twice  read;  and,  on 
be  qontitHi  pnt  therenpon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Heon. 

Oritni,  That  Meeere.  Biireoir,  Avbb.  and 
CuKxL  be  a  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
Boom,  panaant  ta  tlie  s^  report 

UoHD&T,  April  27. 

The  &UEXB  laid  before  the  Hoiue  a  letter 
fan  the  Vice  Preeldent  of  the  United  States, 
ndoaing  oertain  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
bwhiog  the  t^remonial  of  the  formal  recep- 
ticn  i4  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  b; 
both  HoawL  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
Be  DD  the  tabloL 

Mr.  BsHBon,  from  the  committee  of  both 
Hmca,  appointed  tA  take  order  for  condnoting 
the  ceranranial  of  the  formal  reception  of  the 
PteMmt  of  the  United  States,  reported  aa  fol- 
b.eth: 

"Tbat  It  arpean  to  the  oommittee  more  eligible 
Art  da  oadi  dMmU  be  adminiateied  to  the  Pn&ent 
it  the  eater  gallei7  adjcnning  the  Senate  Chamber, 
tkaa  in  die  BeptemitatiTe^  Chamber,  and  thereTore 
■tatlt  to  the  reqieetiTe  Hcneei  the  proprie^  of  an- 
Ifciiiiiia'  their  wanmitteei  to  take  order  ae  to  &a 
i"*  wbcM  tlw  oadi  iball  be  administeted  to  tiU 


LH.  or  B, 

Preadent,  tiie  retolutioni  of  Satordej,  assigning  the 
Kepreicntativei'  Chwnber  ai  the  place,  notwith- 
Maiiding.'' 

The  said  report  being  twice  read, 
Rmolvtd,  That  this  Home  doth  cononr  in  the  uud 
report,  and  aathoriie  the  committee  to  take  order 
for  the  change  of  place  therebj  propond. 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  Statee, 
eccloMng  two  orders  of  the  Senate,  one  of  the 
13th  instant,  appointing  a  committee  to  confer 
with  any  committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  respecting  the  futore  dispoeition 
of  the  papers,  bn.  in  the  office  of  the  ute  Se- 
cretary of  the  United  States:  the  other  of  the 
27th  instant,  for  the  attendance  of  both  Honsea, 
with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  oath  stteU  be  administered  to  him,  to  hear 
divine  service  at  St  Paul's  Chapel :  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

TunsAT,  Apiil  38. 
Mr.  BioHABO  Bland  Lbe,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  re- 
specting the  mode  of  commnnicating  papers, 
trills,  and  messages,  between  the  two  Houses, 
reported  as  followth : 

"  When  a  massage  ihall  be  sent  &t>m  the  Senate 
to  the  Honee  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announc- 
ed at  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  doorkeeper,  and 
■hall  be  reqteotAilly  eommnoicated  to  the  Chair,  by 
tbe  pereon  by  whom  it  may  be  sent. 

"  Tbe  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a 
message  shall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Senate. 

"  Hesaagei  sball  be  sent  by  nch  peraons  as  a 
sense  of  propriety  in  each  Honse  may  determine  to 
be  prcper." 

The  said  report  was  twice  read,  and,  on  the 
question  put  tnerenpon,  agreed  to  by  the  Honse. 

A  letter  from  Matthias  Ogden,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, referring  to  sundry  petitions  from  cltiietM 
of  that  State,  complaining  of  illegality  in  the 
late  election  of  Bepresentatives  for  that  State  to 
this  Honse  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  order  of  the  Senate  of  tbe  18th  instant 
was  read,  i^pointJng  a  oommittee  to  confer 
with  an;  committee  to  be  iqipointed  on  the  part 
of  this  Honse,  respecting  the  fdture  dispod- 
tion  of  the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  United  States ;  wherenpon 

Ordvrtdy  That  Messrs.  TBtnaoLL,  Oadwai^ 
AsiK,  and  Jaokboit,  be  a  committee  for  that 
parpoee. 

'WxDSzsDAT,  April  2B. 
The  HoQse  prooeeded  to  consider  the  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Elections  ^which  lay  on 
the  table)  on  the  petition  of  David  Bamssy,  of 
the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  so^^ting  tiiat 
WiUiam  Smith,  returned  a  member  of  thig 
House,  aa  elected  within  that  Stat«^  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  election  inelitpble ;  and  tbe  said  rft- 
port  buag  amended  to  read  as  foUoweth: 
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That  in  tlii*  CMe  it  irill  b«  toScieut  in  thafint  iu- 
tt&nce,  tbat  a  committaa  Ides  mch  pntoTi  u  eta  be 
oltBJned  in  thii  citf  tra^ectiiig  the  facta  *t*t«d  io  tlw 
petitioii,  and  Rport  the  laine  to  Ihp  HouM — That  Mr. 
Smiik  ba  pormitt«d  to  b«  pnnnt  iWan  tima  to  time 
wfatm  mch  proci&  an  taksD,  to  ezamiiM  tb«  witMHW^ 
and  to  oflbr  ocnntar-foa^  which  ahaU  alio  ba  re- 
Mived  bv  the  oconittact  ud  nportad  to  the  Honae 
— ThaLif  the  proofs  ao  to  ba  nported  dwU  ba  de- 
cla(«d  by  the  Honaa  inaofficiant  to  raiify  flie  material 
facta  itated  in  the  petitioii,  or  anch  oCber  facta  aa  the 
Honae  eball  deem  proper  to  be  inquired  into,  it  iriU 
then  be  neceaaaij  ibr  the  Houaa  to  direct  a  fortber 
iiiqBii7,  and  eapecially  the  procnring  whatei«r  addi- 
tional testimoi^  may  be  anppoaed  to  be  in  Soolh 
Carolina,  aa  the  oaae  m^  require — That  all  qnea- 
tiona  uiiiDg  on  Ae  fawif*  be  decided  b]r  tlie  Honae, 
wlthont  an^  preriona  opiiuOD  thereon  njKtried  hj  a 
omnmittae. 

otheaaid 


Oq  motioD, 

Ordertd,  That  a  oonunittee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  &n  eetimata  of  me  aappliea 
requisite  for  th«  preseat  year,  and  of  the  net 
produce  of  the  impost  aaafreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  that  Ifeeara.  Oerbt,  Sioth,  (of  Mar7land,} 
and  Pabexb,  be  of  the  aaid  committee. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  tbe  follow- 
ing resolution  of  the  Senate,  to  vit ; 

'■  In  Senate,  J^iril  27. 

"  Saelcti,  That  after  the  oath  ahall  hare  been  ad- 
miniatered  to  the  Preaidea^  he,  attended  by  the 
Tioe  Premdeat,  and  the  tDanbers  of  the  Senate  and 
Honae  of  Repreaentativea,  proceed  to  St.  Panl'a 
Chapel  to  hear  divine  aerrica,  to  i>e  performed  by 
tile  Chapluni  to  Coofftm  ainmij  ^p^nted;" 
Wherenpoi, 

Baalatd,  That  thia  Honae  doth  eoomr  irith  die 
Senate  In  the  i^  teaolntlon :  amuided  to  t«ad  aa 
followBOi,  to  nit: 

"  That  after  the  oath  ihall  have  been  adminiatered 
to  die  Preaidentj  the  Vioe  Preaident  and  membera 
of  tbe  Senate,  the  Speaker  and  mamben  of  the 
Honae  of  Bepraaentativea,  will  aooompany  bim  to 
St.  Paol'a  Chapel,  to  hear  divine  aerrioe  performed 
by  the  Chi^iUin*  of  Congreaa.* 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  thia  House  do 
canj  the  said  resolution  to  the  Senate,  and  de- 
dre  their  oonourrenoe. — A^Jonmed. 

Thubsdat,  April  80. 
Jonathan  Grout,  from  Massacliusetta,  q>- 

peared  and  took  liis  seat 

This  being  the  day  on  whioh  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  inangnratod,  no  other 
bnslneafl,  of  course,  was  attended  to.  The  Pre- 
sident's address  to  both  Honsee  appears  in  the 
prooeediogs  uf  the  8enat«.* 

•  The  msmben  of  the  two  Honsea  ol  Coicrw  began  to 
aasemble  on  the  *th  Axj  ot  Hurch.  bat  i  qnoroDi  did  not  ip- 
pear  In  ths  Hooae  of  Rapr«enUtlTei  until  the  IM  of  April, 
nor  In  tbe  Senate  nDtU  the  Sth  of  tlut  mootb.  The  oi^ul- 
EatJonofthe  tvo  Houve  necewlly  pnoedod  the  Ibeopm- 
Uoo  of  the  Fieddent,  which  took  plioe  on  the  Stnh  of  April.     M 


[Mat,  Vm. 
Fbidat,  Hkj  I. 

Tbe  Sfxaebb  lud  before  the  House  a  oopjof 
the  speech  of  the  President  of  the  United  SttUs, 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  delivered  jesteid^ 
in  tbe  Senate  Chamber,  immediately  after  iat 
inauguration,  which  being  read, 

On  motion, 

Baolvtd,  That  the  laid  qweti  b«  e«nunittad  to  i 
Oommlttee  of  the  whole  Honae. 

The  House  aocordin^y  resolved  itself  intoi 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  Ifr.  Paoi  in  the  chair. 
And  after  adoptjng  tbe  following  resolution,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  it  to  the  Hoow, 
which  agreed  to  it. 

Btehtd,  That  it  U  Am  opinion  of  thi*  commJtlM, 
that  an  addieaa  to  the  Preaident  on^t  to  be  ^ 
pared,  ezpreaung  the  ccngratDlMiona  of  the  Houerf 
KepresentatiTaK,  on  the  diatii^niehed  proof  giren  bin 
of  the  affection  and  confidence  of  hia  fellow-cititaii^ 
by  the  nnanimona  anfflnge  which  haa  ^ipointad  hia 
to  the  high  Mation  which  he  fiUa;  Hm  appicbiliaD 
ftlt  by  ttM  Honaa  of  the  patriotic  aentimenCa  and  co- 
listened  policy  recommended  by  hia  ipeech  \  and 
aaanring  hun  of  their  dtipoaitlon  to  concnr  in  gifiag 
efibct  to  eT<!t7  msamre  which  may  tend  to  aecnie  tia 
liberties,  promote  the  harmony,  and  adrance  tbe  h^)- 
pineaa  and  proq>eri^  of  their  ooontiy. 

(hdertiy  Tbat  a  committee  to  oondat  of  flra 
members  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  addnn 
pursnant  to  tbe  said  resolution.  The  memben 
elected  Uesors.  MAMaoK,  Clticxb,  Bskbius, 
Galc,  and  Bebboit. 

A  motion  waa  made  that  the  House  do  (XHH 
to  tbe  following  reaolntion : 

Ruolved,  That per  amium  be  the  comMiaa- 

tlim  to  be  allowed  to  Oie  Prewdent  of  the  United 
Slatea,  dnring  the  term  for  which  he  ia  to  be  eiectel 

Tbe  said  reeolntiou  b^ng  read^as  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  tb 
appointment  of  a  ChapMn  to  Oongreas  on  tlu 
part  of  this  House.  Upon  examining  the  bal- 
lots, it  appeared  that  tbe  Kev.  'Wiluak  IJn 
waa  elected. 

BAiniEi.  LiTXKHOKB,  from  ITew  Hampahirei 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Tuesday,  May  6. 

Ur.  Benbon,  from  the  committee  appointed  U 
consider  of,  and  report  wliat  style  or  tittea  i1 
will  be  proper  to  annex  to  the  office  of  Presidail 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  if  uq 
other  than  those  ^ven  in  tbe  Gonstitation,  anc 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  tbe  Senate  ip 
pointed  for  tbe  same  purpose,  reported  as  fol' 
loweth: 

"  That  it  LB  not  proper  to  amiez  any  style  cb 


Borne  of  the  oeremonlM  obMrred  on  thai  eecadoB,  i^  A 
Bome  time  afterwude,  have  alnce  bfl«n  dlkcoJitlnned :  ii,  t)i 
prodamBtiDn  for  the  long  life  of  the  I>naldent—bla  repelrfiil 
to  charch  to  attend  lUilne  •ervloe.aowmiiaoled  b;  tha  tw 
"  Ldnotlng  to  hia  own  hoiue  bj  a  ootnmitt* 
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titfe  to  the  rapediTe  atjkn  or  titleB  of  office 
«qnmd  to  the  OonstitatioD." 

And  tbe  aud  report  b^ng  twice  read  at  the 
Qa^s  taUe,  traa,  <m  the  qnestiim  pot  thero- 
vfia,  ipeed  to  bj  the  Honae. 

Oririi,  that  tba  Clerk  of  this  Honse  do 
■nouBt  Cbe  Buiate  therewith. 

Ir.lbiiieos,  from  the  oommittee  appointed 
tBfnpwe  in  addreiB  tm  the  part  of  thia  Hotue 
ts  tin  Pnaidaiit  of  the  United  States,  In  answer 
lo  )m  aptech  to  both  Hoosee  of  Oongreos,  re- 
jnreed  aa  fblloweth : 

111  Jttvt  if  He  Bout  ijf  StpraaHalum  ta  Otatye 
Wattmittm,  Pmiimt  of  Om  UniUi  atom. 
Su :  Tbt  Bqmwnttlin*  <£  th»  PM^to  of  the 
\Mti  Sum  pnmt  tbdr  ora^ntolatiau  on  the 
•^Ifviiich  jDnr  ftQaw-dttMoi  han  atteited  the 
PMBawBc/fOBT  merit  Toohi^knigheldtbe 
■at  ftia  m  tbair  etfeem.  Ton  have  aften  nouved 
taksDi  of  llidr  affectaon.  Yon  mw  ppMMi  iba  (HJ7 
[tn/  tliil  imuiiioil  of  their  gnticode  for  jour  la- 
Txc%  (f  AuriareraDoe  for  toot  wiadom,  aitdof  thdr 
Bi'iltim*  in  jonr  nitoea.  You  eqjoj  the  hi^^ieit, 
lacnn  Og  treat  hoi¥ir,  oTbeing  tbe  Fint  Mngbtrate, 
I7IIB  EnudDKHu  chciioo  of  the  fteest  pei^ile  on  the 

Te  nD  kamr  the  anxietiei  iirtA  which  jou  must 
hnt  d^l  a  nmiinooi  fiem  the  repose  Tewrred  for 
jm  InAihg  jeai^  into  pnblio  nenei,  of  which 
jco  IbJ  |]ihen  jDur  Ie«*e  fbi  erer.  Bnt  the  obedi- 
MnwudaetoAaocoaaoK.  It  ii  already  e^^broded 
H  *•  nireiHl  joy  which  welcome*  yon  to  yonr 
^Ika.  Axi  we  cannot  doobt  that  it  will  be  re- 
virinlwiiii  an  ihe  eatiifoction  witbirtikh  an  ardent 
bn  ftr  jonr  feUow-eitiaeni  mnit  leriew  niccenfhl 
™iU  le  pmnote  tbsir  happin^oa 

nil  imkipitlon  is  not  ;<utified  merely  by  the  pa«t 
■VMH  df  yrar  signal  serrioei.  It  is  puticdlarly 
■SMed  17  the  [noai  impteuioiis  nuder  which  yon 
•»•»  to  sBmaence  ynnr  ■dministnitiaii,  and  the  en- 
WMbI  mamna  by  which  yon  mean  to  oondnct  it. 
V*  bd  with  yoD  the  stroDgest  obligationB  to  adoie 
Ik  ininhle  hud  which  hu  led  the  American  peo- 

*■»  nspoBuhtli^  for  &a  desday  of  lepnblicna 
^o^ ;  and  ta  leek  the  only  nn  means  of  pnseir- 
Mf  ad  neoonnendiiig  the  pndons  deposit  in  a  ^a- 
ta  of  Icrislatim  founded  on  the  primulas  of  an 
^■a*  ?aheT,  and  (BlMtad  by  file  ^rit  <£  a  dJftisive 

IW  fneMioo  ariaing  out  of  the  Eith  aiticle  ot  the 
^wtflisiun  will  reoal*e  all  the  attention  demutded 
^ihanpatence;  and  will,  we  trnst,  be  decided, 

_  Is  Imuiig  tlie  pammiaiy  prorisions  for  the  Ezeon- 
tm  Ihputment,  wa  ihall  not  lose  u^t  of  a  wish 
Nsdting  fnm  motlTes  adiich  give  it  a  pecnllar  claim 
*  wr  legsri.  Yoor  lesolntion,  in  a  moment  critical 
k  As  liberties  of  yonr  ocnntry,  to  ranonnce  all  per- 
^■1  awlnment,  was  among  the  many  presagea  of 

Cfatrietie  services,  whhdi  ha*e  been  amply  fhl- 
;  and  yenr  acnpoloiu  adherence  now  to  the  law 
^  1f«|»«uI  en  yonraslC  cannot  bH  to  demonstrate 
■i^rily,  vUlat  it  bereasas  Ibe  loMn  of  a  obatao- 
tevUehhaasonaiiy  titlee  to  admirathm. 

^ch  anihe  sentiment*  which  we  liave  dum^flt 
^•ddnss  to  you.  They  flow  fnnt  ow  own  hearts, 
■■AasTtaiSybdieTC  vat,  amrag  tjie  milUoss  we 


[H.<»R. 

It  dlisen  whose  heart 


,  there  is  not  a  Tl 
disown  them. 

AH  Oat  nmains  la,  that  we  join  in  yoor  figrrent 
sopplioationa  for  the  blasdngs  of  heaven  en  onr  ooinn- 
by;  and  that  wa  add  onr  own  for  1^  cbraoest  of 
tMsa  blessfaiga  on  the  most  beloved  of  oar  citimia. 

Siud  address  was  oommitted  to  a  Oomniitt«e 
of  the  Whole ;  and  the  House  immediately  re- 
solved itself  into  a  oommittee,  Mr.  Faoi  in  the 
ohur.  The  committee  proposing  no  amend- 
ment thereto,  rose  and  reported  the  address, 
and  the  Hoqbo  agreed  to  it,  and  rescdved  tbat 
the  Speaker,  attended  hy  the  members  of  this 
Honse,  do  present  the  said  address  to  the  Preti- 

Ordortd,  That  Uenrs.  SnnnoKsoir,  Oom^ 
and  StoTB  (ot  Bonth  Oarotins),  be  a  oommittee 
to  wait  on  the  President  to  know  when  it  win 
boTKinTenient  for  liim  to  receive  the  same. 

Ur.  OLYms,  from  the  committee  appointed 
fbr  the  pnrpoee,  reported  a  bill  for  laying  a  duty 
on  goods,  waroB,  and  merchandise^  imported 
into  the  United  Btatee,  which  pasBod  ita  first 
reading. 

[Hr.  Bt.AaD  presented  the  application  of  the  Legla- 
latnre  of  YirgiDis,  to  have  a  convention  called  of 
deities  finm  all  ^e  States,  to  oooeider  the  defeola  of 
&e  CoQstitnCian  and  report  amendments ;  and  moved 
•Mfer  t^B  ^ipUoation  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whob 
on  the  state  (^  the  Union.] 

Mr.  BouDENOT. — According  to  the  terms  of 
the  Oonstitntion,  the  baBinesa  cannot  be  taken 
□p  until  a  certain  nombor  of  States  have  con- 
CQired  in  Mmilar  applicationa ;  certainly  the 
House  ia  disposed  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to 
the  application  of  so  reapeotable  a  State  as  Vir- 
ginia, bnt  if  it  is  a  bnsineBS  which  we  cannot 
interfere  with  in  a  conatitntional  manner,  we 
had  better  let  it  remun  on  the  files  of  the  Honse 
until  the  proper  Dunber  of  applications  come 
forward. 

Kr.  Blajh)  thoof^t  there  coold  be  no  impR>- 
prietj  in  referring  any  sobject  to  a  committee ; 
bat  sorely  this  deserved  the  serioos  and  solemn 
consideration  of  Oongrees.  He  hoped  no  gentlo- 
man  wonld  oppose  the  compliment  of  referring 
it  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole ;  boaide,  it 
wonld  be  a  gnide  to  the  deliberations  of  ibe 
committee  on  the  subject  of  amendments,  which 
would  shortly  come  before  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Madisoh  add,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
Honse  was  inclined  to  treat  tiie  present  implica- 
tion with  respect^  bnt  he  doubted  the  propriety 
of  committing  it,  because  it  woold  seem  to 
imply  that  the  Honse  had  a  right  to  deliberate 
upon  the  soinect  Thia,  he  believed,  was  not 
the  case  until  two-thirds  of  the  State  Le^ala* 
tnres  concnrred  in  such  application,  and  then 
it  is  out  of  the  power  of  Congresa  to  decline 
complying,  the  words  of  the  Conatitution  being 
express  and  positive  relative  to  the  agency 
Congress  may  have  In  csae  of  applications  ot 
this  nature.    "  The  Congress,  wherever  two- 
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thirds  of  both  Hoosea  shall  deem  it  neoeeurj, 
ehftU  propose  amendments  to  this  Constittttion ; 
or,  on  tae  ^)plicati(iii  of  the  Legislatures  of 
two-thirds  of  uie  several  States,  sh^  call  a  con- 
Tention  fur  propoeiiiK  smeaibiientB.''  From 
hence  it  most  appear  Uiat  Congreas  h»Te 
liberative  power  on  this  occasion.  The  most 
reepectfal  and  couHtitntional  mode  of  perfc 
ing  our  dnty  will  be,  to  let  it  be  entered  on 
minntaa,  and  remain  upon  the  files  of  the  Hoose 
nntil  similar  applications  oome  to  hand  from 
two-thirds  of  the  States, 

Mr.  BoDDiKOT  hoped  the  gentleman  who  de- 
sired the  commitment  of  tbe  application  woold 
not  snppoae  him  wanting  in  respect  to  the  State 
of  Virginia.  He  entert^ned  the  most  profound 
respect  for  her — but  it  was  on  a  principle  of  re- 
spect to  order  and  proprietj  that  he  opposed 
the  commitment;  enough  had  been  said  to 
vince  gentlemen  that  it  was  improper  to  < — 
mil — for  what  purpose  can  it  be  aonet  what 
can  the  committee  report  ?  The  application  is 
to  call  a  new  convention.  Now,  in  this  case, 
there  is  nothine  left  for  as  to  do,  bnt  to  call  one 
when  two-thirds  of  tbe  StAte  Legislatnres  applj 
for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
wonld  wilJidraw  his  motion  for  commitment. 

Mr.  BLAjm. — The  application  now  before  the 
committee  contuns  a  nomber  of  reasons  whr  it 
is  necessary  to  call  a  convention.  Bj  the  fifth 
article  of  tbe  Ooostitntion,  Gongreffi  are  obliged 
to  order  this  convention  when  two-thirds  of 
the  Legislatnree  appl  j  for  it ;  bnt  how  can  these 
reasons  be  propenj  weighed,  unless  it  be  done 
in  committee!  Therefore,  I  hope  the  Hoose 
will  agree  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  HcsTHfOToir  thonght  it  proper  to  let  the 
appheation  rem^n  on  the  table,  it  can  be  called 
np  with  others  when  enongb  are  presented  to 
make  two-thirds  of  the  whole  States.  There 
would  be  an  evident  impropriety  in  committing, 
becBQse  it  would  argue  a  rizht  in  the  House  to 
deliberate,  and,  conaegneDtV,  a  power  to  pro- 
crastinate the  measure  applied  for. 

Mr.  Tucker  thonght  it  not  right  to  disregard 
the  application  of  any  State,  and  inferred,  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  consider  ever/  appli- 
cation that  was  made ;  if  two-tbirds  bad  not 
^plied,  the  ealyeot  might  he  taken  into  con- 
rideration,  but  if  two-Uurds  bad  an>lied,  it  pre- 
olnded  ddiberation  on  tbe  part  of^  the  House. 
He  hoped  the  present  appliostion  would  l>e  pro- 
perlr  noticed. 

Mr.  GutsT. — The  gentiemsn  fh)m  Vir^la 
(Hr.  Mjiuison)  told  ns  ye8t«rd(^,  that  he  meant 
to  move  the  consideration  of  amendments  on  tbe 
fourth  Monday  of  this  month ;  he  did  not  make 
sncb  motion  then,  and  may  be  prevented  by 
aocident,  or  some  other  oanse,  from  oanring  his 
Intention  into  execution  when  the  time  he  men- 
tioned shsU  arrive.  I  tliink  the  subject  how- 
ever is  introduced  to  the  Hoose,  and,  perhaps, 
it  may  consist  with  order  to  let  the  present  ap- 
plication lie  on  the  table  until  the  boffiness  is 
taken  up  generally. 

Mr.  Faoi  thtf^t  It  the  beet  wj  1o  enter 


rinmaga.  [Uat,  IT 

the  application  at  large  npon  the  Joomib,  ■ 
do  the  same  by  all  that  came  in,  until  euffiei 
were  made  to  obtain  their  olgect,  and  tat  \ 
original  be  deposited  in  the  srchiTGs  of  0 
gress.  He  deemed  this  the  proper  mode  of  ( 
poMng  of  it,  and  what  is  in  itself  fnsg«r  i 
never  he  oonstmed  into  disrespect. 

Mr.  BLAsn  acquiesced  in  this  disposal  at 
application.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  to 
entered  at  length  on  tlie  Journals,  and  Um  or 
nal  to  be  placed  on  the  files  of  Congreok 

Ihitiei  on  Totmoff*. 
The  House  then  resumed  tbe  oonrideratin 
the  Report  of  the  Oonunittee  of  the  Whde 
the  state  of  the  Union,  in  reJatioB  to  the  d 


Mr.  Jaoksok  (frran  Georgia)  moved  to  kn 
tbe  tonnage  duty  fi-om  thirty  cents,  as  it  all 
in  the  report  of  tbe  Oommittee  (w  ships  of 
tions  in  alliance,  and  tA  insert  twenty  m 
with  a  view  of  reducing  the  tonnage  on 
vessels  of  Powers  not  in  sllianoe.  u  Isjin 
higher  duty  on  foreign  tonnage  tiian  on  i 
own,  I  presnme^  said  he,  tbe  Le^slature  k 
three  tliings  in  contemplation :  1st,  llesDe 
ragement  of  American  shipping ;  2ndly,  Bi 
ing  a  revenue;  andSrdly,  The  support  of  lig 
houses  and  beacons  for  the  purposes  of  naii 
tion.  Now,  for  tbe  first  olgeet,  namely, 
encouragement  of  American  shipping,  I  Jv 
twenty  cents  will  be  sufficient,  the  duty  on  i 
own  being  only  mz  cents ;  but  if  twenty  oe 
are  laid  in  this  cose,  I  conclude  that  a  big 
rate  will  be  imposed  upon  the  vess^  of  uiti 
not  in  allianee.  As  these  form  the  prind 
part  of  the  foreign  navigation,  the  duty  wiH 
adequat«  to  the  end  proposed.  I  take  it, 
idea  of  revenue  from  this  source  is  not  mi 
relied  upon  by  the  Honse ;  and  sorely  twe 
cents  is  enough  to  answer  all  the  purposes 
erecting  and  supporting  the  necessary  lig 
houses.  On  a.  calculation  of  what  will  be  p 
in  Georgia,  I  find  a  snffidenoy  for  these  par 
sea;  ana  I  make  no  donbt  but  enongh  will 
collected  in  every  State  from  this  duty.  1 
tonnaga^  employed  in  Georgia  is  about  twa 
thonsand  tons,  fourteen  thousand  bxu  < 
foreign ;  the  duty  on  this  quantity  will  smoi 
to  £486  18s.  4d.  Georgia  currency.  Idol 
take  in  the  six  cents  npon  American  vessels, ; 
this  snm  appesrs  to  be  as  much  as  con  pass 
be  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  improvmg  < 
"irigation. 

I  ahaU  Just  mention  to  the  House  one  obi 
vatiou  more,  to  show  that  the  produce  of 
Southern  States  cannot  bear  a  high  tonni 
dnty.  The  value  of  rice,  tobacco,  and  ind 
has  bUan  so  much  in  foreign  oiaAets,  t 
they  are  no  longer  worth  tbe  exportati 
The  merchants  complain  that  tbey  lose  by  tb 
remittonoea ;  and  tbey  have  now  got  into  ' 

Sractice  of  sending  off  specie ;  forty  thonai 
ollars  have  been  sent  in  one  vessel  This  I 
daily  practice,  and  we  shall  shortly  have 
q>ede  left  to  pay  oar  debts,     The  diffico 
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fvtod.  I  hope  dw  KOTfl 
^Mow  valUoc  betm  wo  tre  ftU«  to  creep, 
K  enpd  OS  to  nalw  brisk*  wititout  Btnw. 
^K  ut  aj  MnUsMuts  <«  t^  [HVeeat  qoe*- 
tw;  if  tber  have  wo^t,  th«  Eodm  will  agrea 
...      "--'-^thetojiUtif  theHcHMB 


agteiiBi;  c 


a  oonMnt  mjMlf  with  hai^ 
r  1^  wtfnhig   diem   of  tlie 

lb.  Ana. — I  hope  th*  redaction  mored  for 
if  tit  gmtemMt  wbo  haa  jost  ft  down  will 
M  be  agreed  to;  fori  trut  the  Hotne  ia  not 
Mliiuit  vitii  (he  reMOM  o&red  in  its  tapport. 
A  giett  deal  has  been  now  uid  rt^ecUng  the 
Jwlim  oMtWiiwd  of  the  advutaees  giren 
yaiijwftwee  tOBOtneSlAteei  aflreatdeal 
«H  ahe  Nid  b^ire  the  oommittee  Matted  the 
BMane.  I  de  soi  think  tJus  doctrine  of  je«- 
lOB^  ia  sanral  to  sa.  I  know  it  baa  beau  eol- 
timd  tr  tbe  BntHb,  and  diaeenmated  liiroagb 
the  Udted  States ;  th^  bad  their  poRkniar 
Titvi  a  escitiBg  aooh  ideas;  bub  1  do  not  be> 
liinv  tbal  because  we  ham  Tarioas  we  have 


aa  t»  admit  a  well 
Natve  baa  sofirranged  ou 

,  that  the  people  of  the  sOTerol 

Blitef  portM  TarianB  onplcTiBeDte  wUch  «ip- 
fW  wih  other.  UouendoftheeoAtinent  is 
iHfhijed  ia  nunn&ctiirea  and  commeroe,  the 
MHtuattafitire  toagrieaUnre;  aehrare  tber, 
tedve^  &am  b^ig  riraia,  that,  both  tn  a  na- 
tBulaad  pobtioAl  aeoae,  tber  mutually  ue  De- 
immj  and  beneficial  to  eaudi  other'*  intareets. 
1  nh  geitlenaa,  before  thej  inaiat 
jialBRif,  meld  poliit 

hMaaa.   fioEvftomt „    __   , 

Bet*  im  Uiridtial  intereat  of  each  part  ia  I 

- "  toreit;  and  that 

la  dearly  damouatrat- 


)  the  J  inaiat  npoB  ti 
,t  the  oausea  m  ita  < 


|^i*<fadaaia , _, . 

tll9  Uw  attaehmftitt  fvafoaaed  by  eTery  part  to 
■■KB  ia  ankiA— it  m  ai^nowled^ad,  that  on 
tUiBriBciide  oor  «nateiic«  aa  anatMB  dapeuda, 
1&  toag  the  oaee^  I  do  sot  Uaten  with  aoy 
pMdcpae  ot  eoueent  to  acgnments founded 
aathat  canee.  So  fu  txm  larvwing  the  affln- 
■ai  m  laae  of  my  Sonthem  brttiatiD  with  the 
Janifcti  ^t  ol  fukmBf,  I  oonteuqdate  their 
fWiprtlj  with  iMflkbte  Mtli&otjon.  I  look 
with  aa  equal  eye  upoii  the  eaccesB  of  every 
Stale  IknMh  Ute  whole  extent  of  United  Ame* 
ri«L  Ivf  thdr  intweata  toboeqneJlj  ooa- 
nltad;  aad  tf  I  tatj  Judge  of  the  feelisga  of 
Iha  paapl^  bf  tbose  of  l^ir  repreaeutatiTee  on 
>kb  law;  I B^  venture  to  aay  there  was  oeTei 
im  naacn  to  wprehcud  diaoord  at  auvy  th&u 
ttAia  iBDa;  I  bdieve  the  iael  is  ao,  becanae 
I M  iL  I  ^peal  with  eMifidence  to  the  gen- 
&■«  rennd  naa,  whether  they  have  «ot  found 
b  £^aiBtioa  ot  tboee  who  were  auapected 
aa«  to  Ikvor  oavigatton,  ready  to  ccuoede 
■tewaa  aAed  for  the  enoonr^sneut  of  every 


other  interest?  Whether  a  like  contnliatory 
eondnct  haa  not  been  obsHved  bv  the  advo- 
catea  of  nummfactoreat  I  aek  gMiuem^  whe- 
ther the  iaagnage  the?  hare  heard  trtan  the 
aeveraJ  parta  of  tbia  Uooae  bes  not  been  mnoh 
more  nmgenial  to  their  sentimentB  Uian  they 
expected,  and  the  meaaorca  pnrsoed  more  DOte- 
oident  to  their  fMiaga  than  what  they  looked 
for?  I  believe,  at  the  moment  I  an  makiDg 
Ihie  ofaeervatioo,  tiie  breaata  of  gentlenien  beat 
in  eoBcert  with  It;  lam  enre  my  feelinga aaeord 
moat  cordially  is  t^  Motinaat. 
I  brieve  tiie  encoBrageiBeBl  of  our  navi^ 
DB  tohaiidispc"  ~^' 


bon  is  looked  upon  b 


a  iidispenaahly  saoe^ 


a  totba 


1  onr  navigalioK 


are  not  willing  to  propornon  the  ■ 
end,  and  adopt  meaanrea  {eadins  ' 
the  quantity  of  Amerieaa  ihipirtDK?  It  haa 
been  oftoi  jaatJy  reuAiied,  tbat  the  Oonatita* 
tioB,  ondOT  which  we  deUierate,  originated  is 
comoawctal  neeaaai^.  The  meroan&e  part  of 
ow  tiril«w-<4liaeBa,  who  are  the  flmi  Meoda 
to  an  eqnal  and  ane^etio  gaveiunent,  bima 
the  improvement  of  onr  navigalton  may  obttts 


tant  object  I7  tJte  General  Govenmieat. 
moit  liMial  af  the  Menda  of  Am^can  oom- 
merce  only  wiah  for  each  regulationa  aa  b^ 

tat  oar  itavigation  on  a  footing  with  ' 
r  othw  nationa  have  reabieted  onr 
by  if^ulatioDfl  or  chargea,   1  .  . 

them  by  a  tonnage,  or  aome  other  duty,  ao  ai 
to  reatore  an  eqdality;  bnt  tbia  wiU  not  ba 
found  to  be  the  eaae  in  the  praaent  instanoe. 
The  moderatA  hnd  inoonnderable  duty  of  thbtr 
oeotg  OB  ibr^gnera  in  treaty,  and  fif^  cents  en 
othera  not  in  treat?,  wiU  not  enable  onr  Taaacla 
to  go  abroad  with  aa  madi  advaotnge  as  fbr- 
eignera  eta  «ane  here;  ae  Uiat  the  prcpoeed 
eneenragement  may  penapa  M  ahort  of  (ro- 
Cluing  OB  a  maridme  atrengUi  eqoal  to  onr 
national  security. 

Ibe  obaervationa  of  gentlemea  teodiag  to 
show  that  <we  end  of  the  eontinent  will  snShr 
more  by  the  regulation  cont«nplat«d  bj  th« 
Honae  than  the  other,  ate^  I  ocuceive,  not  w  ** 
founded.  The  price  of  frei^t  will  <— * 
itaelf.  If  the  people  of  Oaroliaa  or  6eor. 
a  high  freight  ia  oDuaeqneiioe  of  di«  t 
daty,  the  State  of  Msaaachnaetta  mast  | 
aame,  or  her  veaada will  goto  theaonthward  is 
search  of  freight,  ao  that  the  BaatMii  State* 
have  no  peeuliar  interest  in  the  meaanre.  It 
h*B  been  suggeated,  that  beeanse  Maseaohaaitta 
haa  foreign  reaada  in  her  wnploy,  die  eaanot 
transport  produce  for  otbera— HaaaaoluiacMa^  by 
reaeoo  of  that  inflnenoe  whioh  Britiun  baaj  fai 
obliged  to  reoeive  aotne  of  her  auppliui  in  feragA 
bottoms,  bnt  this  ia  only  a  proof  tbat  the  evil 
require*  a  rnnedy.  I  might  here  easily  draw  a 
pitWe  of  the  diatreaa  to  which  the  £aaten 
orantry  is  anl)ieatBd  for  want  of  a  protaoliBS 


h«  toonam 
QBt  pf^tbe 
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hand :  her  Bhipwrigfate  are  ^ad  to  vork  for ' 
two  HhiniiigH  and  szpenoe  a  day,  or  leea,  and 
leea  will  not  THftiny^in  them  vid  uicdr  fiBuili^ 
Their  lomber  is  of  no  Talne,  it  Uea  rottins  in  the 
fbreits,  for  want  of  anconregement  to  frame  it 
into  ships ;  the  other  artisans  are  damorons  for 
employment,  and  without  a  speedy  relief  they 
vill  have  to  deaert  the  conntry.  I  belieTe  if  thie 
refief  is  extended  to  them,  it  will  give  s  spring 
to  Ihw  indosbT',  and  a  little  lime  will  render 
tbem  tervioeable  to  their  Mow-citizens  in  the 
Sonth.  Tbttj  wiH  find  marketa  for  their  to- 
baeoo,  whidi  ia  now  rotdng,  and  tiieir  valoable 
|Ht>dnctiMia  will  be  tnuuported  to  all  parts  of 
tbe  globe.  From  these  circmnstanoee,  I  am  led 
to  1)eg  gentlemen  to  oonsider,  that  the  improve- 
ment and  extensioa  of  oar  navigation  is  one  of 
Oie  most  important  ol^Jects  tliat  can  oome  before 
the  Lepalatnre ;  that  tJiere  are  abnndant  proofs 
that  a  regulation  in  favor  of  American  shipping 
is  alMolntely  necessary  to  restore  them  to  an 
equality  with  foreigner*;  and  if  they  are  oon- 
vinoed  witli  me  of  its  importance  and  necessity, 
they  will  not  think  the  anma  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee too  high  for  the  pnnjoae  of  prot«Otillig  the 
KAvigation  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BrsKB. — Something  has  been  eaid  rda- 
tive  to  a  je^onsy  subsistlDg  in  the  Sonthem 
States  respectiogdie  navigation  interest;  Ishall, 
therefore,  make  an  obBerrataon  or  two  on  that 
enlgect  So  far  as  my  own  knowledge  of  that 
ooantry  goes,  I  believe  the  dtizeus  look  with 
indignation  at  the  power  which  foreigners  have 
orer  their  oommeree.  So  far  from  being  Jea- 
otns  of  the  Eastern  Statee,  they  look  forward  to 
•ome  future  day  when  their  navigation  will  be 
secored  to  that  part  of  the  Union.  They  know 
that  it  posseaeea  mperior  maritime  advantages, 
and  eipect  they  will  hereafter  afford  security  to 
them.  They  know,  that  from  the  spirit  and 
industry  of  the  people  of  New  England,  they 
may  derive  commercial  and  agrionltoral  bene- 
fite.  This  is  also  my  own  jodgment  on  the 
point  I  know  they  cannot  now  anpply  ns  with 
veesele  to  tranaport  onr  prodnoe,  bnt  I  hope 
the  time  will  shortly  oome  when  they  will  have 
the  ability ;  in  the  mean  time,  when  I  oonsider 
how  much  the  Southern  staples  are  fhllen  in 

{rice,  and  the  great  debts  dne  in  that  coantry, 
mnst  say,  that  I  fear  a  heavy  tonnage  will  be 
Attended  with  very  dangerons  conseqnences. 
There  are  very  few  foreigners  bnt  British  oome 
among  U9,  and  a  high  duty  laid  npon  their  ships 
will  fail  severely  npon  the  planters.  The  Sonth- 
em  people  are  willing  to  render  any  assistance 
to  increase  the  maritime  importance  of  the  East- 
em  States,  as  soon  as  they  are  able;  ij^  there- 
fore, a  distant  period  is  fixed  for  the  commence- 
ment of  the  high  duties,  I  sh^  be  in  favor  of 
them;  but ifthey aretotakei^aceimmediateiy, 
I  fear  they_  will  do  a  great  deal  of  injury  in  the 
present  deranged  and  ealamitons  sitnatten  of 

Mr.  GooDoux  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  seve- 
ral parts  of  the  Honae,  that  there  was  a  dispo- 
^on  to  give  a  preference  to  American  ahlpptng. 


This  irindple  being  fl:ied,  it  only  re 

the  Honae  to  ascertain  the  proper  d^ree  of 
cooragHuent  to  be  pven ;  the  rato  agreed  t 
the  committee  was  not  taore  than  good  pc 
roqnired.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  f 
that  the  people  of  his  State  will  suffer  for  i 
of  vessels,  or  pay  a  higher  freight  than  t 
neighbors ;  but  a  high  duty  is  not  oontendec 
in  Qie  fir«t  instanoe,  it  is  only  anch  a  degr^ 
enooaragement  as  will  enable  ns  to  enter  ii 
competilion  with  ibi^pigners  in  onr  own  carr 
trade.  The  same  gentleman  has  stud,  Ml 
chusetts  has  not  vessels  enoegh  for  her ' 
commerce,  and,  therefore,  cannot  fomidi 
for  others;  althoogh  Mafsachasetts  emplo 
or'8,000  tons  of  foreign  shipping;  yet  it  ia 
poeed  she  supplies  the  other  States  with  M 
tons.  The  circnmstance  of  5,000  h<^ead 
tobacco  lying  to  rot  for  want  of  vc^els,  t 
some  thousand  tons  of  onrs  are  idle  tor  «k 
wnployment,  does  not  prove  the  want  of  I 
ping,  BO  much  as  that  the  price  of  tbe  artit 
too  high  for  a  foreign  market.  If  the  pro 
ia  held  so  high  as  not  to  l>ear  the  expeni 
transportation,  the  merobants  who  impart 
be  obliged  to  send  off  money  in  paymmL 
order  to  remedy  these  inoonvenienoes  in  fir 
it  will  be  necessary  to  hold  ont  snScient  eo 
ragement  for  the  constmction  of  Teesels. 
liaps  it  may  be  good  policy  to  allow  a  modi 
tonnage  duty  at  this  lime,  to  lie  increased  1 
after. 

Mr.  HaniBOR.^  bdieve  every  genfle 
who  hears  tbe  observations  finm  the  SSi 
quartara  of  this  House,  discovers  great  re 
for  every  friend  of  the  United  States  to 
gratolato  himself  upon  the  evident  dispos 
which  has  tM^en  displayed  to  oondnct  our  I 
neas  with  harmony  and  concrat. 

We  have  evinced  a  disposition  difGgrent  I 
what  was  eipected  to  arise  from  the  diffi 
interests  of  the  severs!  paris  of  tbe  Umca 
am  persuaded,  that  less  contrarietr  of  sentii 
has  taken  place  than  was  snpposed  by  ge 
men,  who  aid  not  choose  to  magnify  the  a 
of  variance;  everything  we  have  hitherto  t 
tends  to  make  this  evident  The  impwl 
of  the  Union  is  lastly  estimated  by  all  its  p 
this  being  fomtded  npon  a  perfect  aocordsn 
interest,  it  may  become  perpetual  I  know 
the  point  before  ns  has  oft«a  been  selected 
proof  that  there  was  an  incompatiinlity  of  i: 
est  in  the  United  Statee.  On  this  opinion '. 
leave  to  remark,  that  the  difference  in  poii 
capacity  in  the  several  States  to  build  a 
and  fornish  seamen,  is  much  less  than  has 
erally  been  supposed.  From  the  estremil 
the  Northern  States  ontil  we  reach  Sonth  ( 
lina,  materials  of  all  sorts  for  sbip-bnildinj 
be  obtained  in  abundance  from  the  bonnt 
nature;  even  Oeor^  abounds  with  mat< 
of  superior  quality ;  althoogh  thur  popuL 
disqualifies  tnem  for  ship-building  at  pre 
yet  their  advantages  are  such  as  to  enaUe  t 
in  a  short  time  to  rival  the  most  promx 
State.    In  the  next  place,  I  nay  rwoaik, 
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n  br  M  the  eneoaragranent  of  our  own  shipoiing ' 
win  be  |i*en  at  the  eipeoBe  of  tbe  people  of  the 
Dnited  Stitei,  ]t  irill  difTose  and  eqnalize  its 
OpenHoBt  in  evtaj  part  The  ahipe  belonging 
to  one  place  will,  like  the  people,  ceek  emploj- 
neat  in  another  where  better  wages  are  obtain- 
ri,  nd  this,  in  Ita  [^rations,  will  level  an^ 
iecquStiee  snppceed  to  ariae  from  le^alative 


Jobs  Traixe,  from  Delaware^  q^eared  and 


■d  uRfhandises  imported   Into  the  TJnit 
Bbte^  waa  read  a  aeocmd  tfaie,  and  ordered 
to  be  onnmitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoDM  to-morrow. 

On  motint  ottb.  Shkriuit,  the  Honee  enter- 
td  npta  the  ootuAAentifm  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Soiate  to  tfae  bill  fbr  regalating  the  time 
a&d  mmier  of  adminiatflring  certain  oaths. 

^e  fbDoving  amendments  beii^  before  them, 
tDvit: 

'Ihil  Aemembcn  of  the  Hreral  State  Le^U- 
Ima,  ai  iS  etxcativa  and  jn<Eoial  cffiosra  of  the 
wcnl  SMe%  who  hafs  been  beretoAiiv  choaen  or 
WMiM,  or  who  dull  be  choaen  or  spprantB^  Iwfbn 
^  frit  d>j  ■/  Angnit  next,  and  who  ihall  then  be 
h  oCn,  dan.  within  ona  month  thereafter,  take  the 
■■e  oaidi  or  aBmiation,  except  where  they  riiaU 
ken  tike  it  befine;  wbfdi  ma;  be  admhiiiteted  by 

■  aaAoriiad  bj  the  law  of  the  State  In 

k  oAoe  ****^^  be  boUen  to  adnUniiter  oadie, 
ua  tta  memben  of  tba  tevml  Sute  L^idrtorei, 
■>i  ill  wecBtiTe  and  jnclidal  officer*  of  the  nvarMl 
SMn^  wbo  iball  be  cboeen  or  a{ip(uiited  after  tbe 
■id  Sr*  dar  of  Angnit,  ihall,  belbra  the;  proceed 

"- — -I  ie  '  -       -  ■-  • 


carry  into  effect  anj  power  not  eipressi;  vested 
by  the  conBtitution.  In  the  constitution,  which 
the  rapreme  law  of  the  land,  pronsion  is 
lode,  that  the  members  of  the  Le^slatares  of 
the  several  States,  and  all  execntive  and  Jadioial 
ofBoera  thereof^  shall  be  bound  by  oath  to  anp' 
port  the  constitntion.  Bnt  there  is  no  provision 
for  empowering  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  officer  or  department  thereof  to 
pass  a  law  ohligatoi?  on  the  members  of  the 
Legialatarea  of  the  several  Statea,  and  other 
officMS  thereof  to  take  this  oath.  This  is  made 
their  dnty  already  by  the  oonstltntion,  and  no 
snch  law  of  Oongress  can  add  force  to  the  obli- 
gation ;  bat,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  admitted 
Uiat  such  a  law  is  necessary,  it  tends  to  weaken 
the  ooDstitation  which  requires  snch  aid ;  neither 
is  any  law,  other  than  to  preecribe  the  form  of 
the  oath,  necessary  or  proper  to  carry  this  part 
of  the  constitntion  into  effect ;  for  the  oath  re- 
qnired  by  the  constitntion  being  a  necessaiT 
qualification  for  the  Stat«  ofBcem  mentioned, 
cannot  be  dispensed  with  by  any  anthori^ 
whatever  other  than  the  people,  and  the  jodi- 
cial  power  of  the  United  States,  extending  to 
all  casea  arising  in  law  or  eqnity  nnder  thia  con- 
stitntion. The  Jndges  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  bonnd  to  snppcrt  the  constitntion,  maj, 
in  all  cases  within  Oioir  Jarisdiction,  annnl  the 
official  acts  of  Stat^  officers,  and  even  the  acts 
of  the  members  of  the  Btate  LegisIatm«(L  if 
snoh  memlwre  and  offioere  were  duqnaMed  to 


ofSces,  take 


^  btgoiiw  oath  or  affinnatioii,  which  ahall  be  »d- 
iriiiMiiil  by  the  perton  or  pemoa  who  by  the  law 
rf  fte  Snrie  ihall  be  anthDriied  to  admimster  the 
Mil  c/effiee ;  and  the  parflon  or  pemna  ao  ndminls- 
hnig  tfaa  oadi  bereW  nqnlred  to  be  taken  thall 
oiM  a  ncord  or  oettificata  IhereoT  to  be  made,  in 
fti  MM  maaMT  aa,  b;  tbe  law  <tf  the  State,  he  or 
fcyriiallbe  iiwotad  to  ncgrd  or  oertUV  ttie  oath  of 

Vr.  Qxaxt  mii,  he  did  not  discorer  what 
|*t  of  Ae  CMUtitation  gave  to  Congrees  the 
>— w  <if  making  this  provision,  except  so  mnch 
(f  h  M  reqieotB  tbe  form  of  the  oath ;  it  is  not 
'f*'ij  ^veD  by  any  claose  of  the  constitD- 
Ikn:  m  if  it  doee  exist,  most  arise  from  the 
■VMping  clause,  ae  it  is  frequently  tenned,  in 
^■MwM)  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  con- 
MfMwi,  which  ftnthotizea  Congress  "  to  make 
■1  laws  whid)  ahaH  be  neceesary  and  propw 
fc  canying  into  execution  the  foregoing  pow- 
m,  and  all  other  powers  vested  hv  this  oonsti- 
Mini  in  the  Govenunent  of  the  United  States, 
*  hi  any  deportmeDt  or  office  thereof."  ~ 
ttii  danae  tMK  seems  to  be  no  Bmitatioii,  __ 
k  ia  it  applies  to  the  ezteosicHi  c^  the  powers 
^J*ed  by  the  constitntion ;  bnt  even  this  clanse 
'^  •    ■  •    ■    ,  anthority  to  Otmgreaa  to 


to  take  this  oath.  He  o 
tions,  by  snbmittlng  to  the  Honse  the  propriet7 
of  appointing  a  Oommitt«e  of  Oonforence^  to 
state  to  the  Senate  the  donbta  of  the  Hooae 
npon  this  snbjeot. 

Ur.  Bland  had  no  donht  reepecting  the  pow* 
era  of  Oongreas  on  this  snbjeot.  The  evident 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  constitntion  im- 
plied, that  Oongress  shonld  have  the  power  to 
pass  a  law,  directing  the  time  and  manner  of 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  for  supporting  the 
ooDstitntion.  There  can  be  no  hoeltation  re- 
specting the  power  to  direct  thdr  own  officers, 
and  the  constituent  parts  of  Congress;  berades^ 
if  the  State  Le^slatnres  were  to  be  left  to  ar- 
range and  direct  this  bnsineea,  they  wonld  pass 
different  laws,  and  the  officers  might  be  bonnd 
in  different  dwrees  to  support  the  constitntjon. 
He  not  only  thought  Congresa  had  the  power 
to  do  what  was  proposed  by  the  Senate,  bnt  he 
Judged  it  expedient  also,  md  therefore  should 
agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jaokso:t. — I  believe  this  Honse,  and  th« 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  have  the  power, 
by  the  constitntion,  to  pass  a  law,  obliging  the 
officers  of  the  State  Governments  to  take  the 
oath  required  by  the  ooostitntjon  that  Iheir 
States  have  adopted,  and  which  has  become  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  I  believe  the  general 
(pinion  of  the  Eoase  inclines  tofovor  this  s«9itl- 
ment.  It  then  only  remains  to  examine  the 
meaanre  on  the  principl^of  policy.  Here  I  most 
give  my  opinion.    I  DeUere^  sir,  that  it  is  not 
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lime  to  bring  it  forvud,  that  it  is  not  ezpedi- 
«nt  at  present,  becAuM  some  Jealoosiee  exist  re- 
Bpeotiiig  tba  jnrisdictioa  of  the  Federal  and  State 
Qovenuneuti.  The  States  had  better  be  left  to 
regulate  this  matter  foatmg  themsdvee,  for  an 
Ofttti  thst  b  not  volnntar;  is  seldom  held  sacred. 
Compelling  people  to  swear  to  sapport  the  con- 
■tiUition,  will  be  like  the  attempts  of  Britain, 
doring  the  late  reTobtion,  t«  seoore  the  fidelity 
of  those  who  fell  within  the  inflaence  of  her 
arms,  and,  like  those  attempts,  they  will  be 
frustrated;  the  moment  the  party  conld  get 
frwn  under  her  wings,  the  oath  of  allegiance 
was  disregarded.  If  the  State  officers  will  not 
willio^J  p^  this  tMtiiDonf  of  their  attactunent 
to  the  oonstitntion,  what  is  eit«rted  from  them 
against  their  inolination  is  not  mnch  to  be  relied 
on.  Beddee,  it  argnee  a  jesionsj  in  the  National 
Government,  which  can  have  no  foondotioa. 
Can  any  thing  show  more  friendly  to  the  UniOD 
than  adopting  the  constitution,  and  sending  ns 
hereto  administer  it?  If  we  jndge  from  theoe 
drcnmatanoe^  there  is  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  State  GoTenunents  will  pay  a  proper 
attention  to  the  doty  enjoined  apon  them  by 
the  oonstitatioD.  I  shall  readily  avree,  if  they 
do  not  pay  this  attention,  that  the  National  Le- 
rislotore  ought  to  exercise  its  powers  to  oompel 
&em;  bat  toey  know  the  necesraty  there  is  for 
eonforming  to  what  the  constitution  orders ;  if 
they  neglect  it,  it  becomee  in  some  degree  a  re- 
linqoisimient  of  their,  power  in  government. 
Ho  State  Legislature  can  pass  an  act  that  will 
have  the  efficacy  of  a  law.  Sappoee  a  judge  on 
the  bench  were  to  condemn  a  criminal  to  die 
Jbr  an  offence ;  the  sentence  conld  not  be  carried 
into  eieoutioo,  if  the  judge  had  omitted  to  quai- 
ls liimself  fbr  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office.  In  short,  there  would  be  a  total  Btagns- 
tion  of  the  Government,  its  vital  powers  would 
be  Boapeoded,  nntil  they  were  revived  by  the 
action  of  the  oonatitDtion.  Betddes,  the  consti- 
tution partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  compact ;  it 
goarantiee  to  the  State  Govenunents  the  princi- 
ples of  a  repablioon  government,  ocoiditionally, 
that  the  States  conform  themselves  to  what  is 
declared  in  the  oratstitation ;  they  must  there- 
fbre  take  the  oath  directed  by  the  oonstitntion, 
or  infringe  the  compact;  in  which  case  I  appre- 
hend, the  guaranty  is  virtually  withdrawn;  this 
is  another  indnoement  fbr  the  8tat«e  to  perform 
Qt^  dnt J, 

Mr.  LiWRKfOB. — I- believe,  Mr.  Speaker,  if 
there  is  any  thing  improper  in  making  provision 
that  the  offioers  shall  ts^  an  oath  to  support 
the  GovemmeQt,  the  fault  cannot  properly  be 
charged  npoa  no,  beoaose  the  provision  is  al- 
ready made,  amd  adopted  by  oar  coostitaents  ; 
and  we  ore  to  anppose  that  some  beneficial  ef- 
fbots  were  inteitded  by  it ;  while  we  are  repro- 
bating the  measure,  let  ns  take  care  we  do  not 
&11  under  the  censure,  which  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  last  of  brooght  to  our  view,  of 
takuig  an  o^  and  neglecting  to  fulfil  the  da  ties 
«n|(Hned  by  it  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  persons 
vho  are  to  take  this  oath  in  conformity  to  the 


constltntion,  will  cttuoAn  themaelres^  at 
having  taken  snch  oath,  onder  an  obligation 
soppcHt  the  oonstitntion.  It  has  been  sud 
one  geatlemon,  that  Oongress  hove  not  1 
power  to  carry  this  regulation  into  effect,  Oi 
a  few  words  will  be  necessary  to  oonvinoe  m 
tiemen  that  Congress  have  this  power,  Ii 
declared  by  the  oonstitntion,  that  its  ardinan 
shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  If  I 
constitntion  is  the  sapreme  law  of  the  Isi 
every  part  of  it  must  partake  of  this  sapremac 
consequently,  every  general  declaration  it  n 
tains  is  the  supreme  law.  Bnt  then  these  j 
neral  declarations  caimot  be  carried  into  efik 
without  particolsr  regnlationB  ad^t«d  b>  1 
droamstanoes.  Theee  particular  regulalic 
are  to  be  made  by  Congress,  whoy  by  the  ec 
stitnlion,  have  power  to  make  all  laws  nee 
saiy  or  prop«  to  carry  the  declarations  <^t 
ctHutitaticai  into  effeoL  The  cuiatitnticai  B) 
wise  deolarea,  that  the  members  of  the  8ti 
Lec;islatiiree,aitd  all  offioen,  exeontjve  and  jn 
cioC  shall  take  an  oath  to  support  the  oonstil 
tion.  This  declaration  is  general,  and  it  li 
with  the  sniveme  Legislature  to  detail  and  i 
gulate  it  The  law  is  to  sa^^ly  the  neoecaa 
means  of  execntiog  the  principle  laid  dowi 
for  how  can  it  be  carried  into  effect  in  any  oth 
manner  t     This  explanation,  I  trost,  c<Hivine 

C tiemen  that  the  power  of  enacting  sncfa 
exists  in  OongTessL  Bnt  whether  it  is  got 
policy  or  not  to  do  it,  depends  npon  a  viiie 
of  circumstances  ;  for  my  own  part,  I  think 
prudent  to  make  the  necessary  regnladons  fi 
carrying  into  eSbct  this  part  of  the  conslitutio 
Hr.  Stlvebtib. — I  am  an  advocate  for  siq 
porting  the  dignity  of  the  House,  and  to  me 
appears  somewhat  Incousistent  that  we  shonl 
change  our  sentiments  in  order  to  conform  1 
the  smendment  of  the  Senate,  withont  knoi 
ing  the  reason  upon  which  they  have  fbnndc 
the  proposed  measure.  No  doubt  bnt  suffida 
reasons  nave  occurred  to  them,  bat  ncxie  hsi 
speared  to  this  Eoose.  If  we  are  to  follow  tl 
S^iate  in  all  the  alterations  they  propose,  wltl 
out  hearing  reasons  to  indnce  a  change,  our  tin 
in  ddiberation  is  taken  np  imneoeHarily.  Wit 
reepeot  to  any  member  of  this  House  who  In 
not  taken  the  oath,  I  cononr  that  they  are  t 
pay  obedience  to  what  the  anthority  of  the  I' 
gi^oture  may  order  on  this  head.  Nay,  I  *> 
equally  dear  that  the  power  to  regnlsle  tb 
members  of  the  State  Governments  in  takin 
the  oath,  is  eithra-  lodged  with  the  Oongrea  •: 
the  TTnited  States,  or  nowhere.  Bat;  it  4 
pears  to  me,  that  the  State  L^idaturee  hava : 
oononrcent  power  with  Congress  in  this  r«giil> 
tion,  for  the  oEBoers  of  the  General  GnvenuDfio 
and  State  Governments  are  oalled  npoo  » 
the  swne  manner :  "  The  Senators  and  K^ 
sentatiTes  before  mentioned,  and  the  meiii!)^ 
of  the  several  State  L^ialatnree,  and  all  eiecn 
tive  and  Judicial  officers,  both  (^  the  tTuila 
States  and  of  the  several  8t^  shall  be  bonnt 
by  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  sapport  the  eonstits 
tion."    These  ore  Uw  words  of  that  instnussnt 


Google 


DBBATE8  OF  0ONOBK8S. 


Tb  qMAioi,  then,  !•    radueed  to  ita   «zpe- 
imj,  whether  it  ia  good  pdik;  to  exerdae  the 


mm  AfMd,  Mr.  Speaker, 
itis  powv,  it  m^  be  oonMdered  1 
with  tlie  State  GoremmentB. 


«tbis 


wookl  ntbw  leftve  tbem  to  thdr  diacretdon, 
tiMiii;  diej  would  come  forward  and  take  the 
Mifc;  it  k  anneoeaeary  for  08  to  intenneddla,  if 
th^  TiQ  confonn  to  what  is  directed  by  the 
CMtJoniML  It  ^HMars  to  me  moat  pradent, 
ttiat,  tm  we  tee  a  ^spoaltdon  in  the  Btate  Qot- 
maiauiLj  to  ne^eot  this  dotj,  we  do  not  b; 
k»,oUigetlwnitopwfiinnit  IwiahtheOov- 
■MMOt  lo  go  on  gradnallj'  in  administeTing 
tb  coealjtntiMi,  and  not  give  nmbraKS  even  to 
b  enomee,  by  a  oompnlaory  act,  when  there 
mtB»  n>  MMarity  for  it. 

1  conid  Dot  oononr  in  t)>e  amendment  propos- 
ad  b]'  the  Bmata^  even  if  I  oonMdered  it  not  in- 
(ODriatat  in  the  Hooae  to  adopt  a  meaanre 
they  liad  pceriooaly  rejected,  nnlees  some  good 
naaMH  were  trffored  to  show  Ita  propriety ; 
Bot  1x4  if  I  haTe  Iieen  mistaken,  I  am  alwaya 
nady  lo  ntract  my  trroe,  apon  t>etter  infiir- 

Hr.  tamiui  was  not  afraid  of  bdng  charged 
vitb  fKmaateDi7.  He  had  voted  agtunat  a  ri- 
adar  daan  when  tbe  bill  waa  t>efore  t^  Hovae, 
tebawaaconriiiaediMnrtf  itsprc^e^;  he 
tkeo^t  it  mtn  eli^^Ue  to  have  a  general  pro- 
tiaoo  tir  taldhK  the  ostli,  thaa  partionlar  onea. 
h  il(D  ippeared  necMBary  to  point  oat  the  oath 
ilMiC  «  well  aa  the  dme  and  manner  of  taking 
iL  No  other  L^itatnro  ia  cnnpetent  to  aU 
thM  pntpcMB ;  bnt,  iftbey  wer«,  Uiereiaapro- 
fricty  in  die  aaprooie  Legialatore'a  doing  it. 
At  the  Mw  time,  if  the  aute  Leffialatnrea  take 
it  m  it  cannot  op^vte  diaagreeaUT  npon  tliem, 
ta  fiad  an  their  nri^boring  Statea  obliged  to 
ioai  thtra  hi  aopporting  a  ineamir»  they  n>- 
pon.  That  a  State  LegiaUton  may  do,  wilt 
DegBodwbraaitaoee;  on  the  «ame  priDoiple, 
Iha  ettHtitDtiaa  wlU  ^>ply  to  each  individual  of 
ft*  Bote  offioen — tfaey  may  go,  withont  the 
fcc&un  of  the  State  Ledfdatnra,  to  a  joatioe, 
■d  take  Uw  oath  ToloDtai^.  Thia,  I  roppoee, 
«nU  be  bindiii^  npon  tbnn.  Bnt  thia  ia  not 
■BAituij ;  the  Oovernntent  ought  to  know 
Am  fta  oath  haa  been  property  taken,  and  this 
(■(■lybedoaebyaniieralreffnlattoa  If  it 
^^  "  "  mtioD  of  tite  Stat*  Legialatarea  to 
9  oartT  the  dedaration  of  the  oon- 
'    I,  they  have  the  power  of 


•  theconstitntioD.  As  om- 
IWinhr  extestds  over  the  whole  UniMi,  it  ie 
■OB  {mps  fiw  ns  to  take  the  aal^ect  vp,  and 
■ab  the  pmp«r  proviaion  for  carrying  it  into 
waiWit*,  aoowdiDg  to  the  intantioo  of  the  cmt- 

lb.  BoiTDnoc  wiifaed  to  ramove  the  gentle- 
■■V  otjectiona  ariaiDg  from  Inoonastenoy. 
Qe  daaae  that  vaa  reacted  by  the  Committee 
rf  ^  ThoU  OD  thia  mil,  otatained  a  penalty 
<*  the  ne^Mt  of  takii«  the  oath  aa  prworibed ; 
^t^—y-frrwft*  otiba  Btatta  waaootob- 


[H-orE. 

Jectionable  on  that  aooonnt,  beoanse  tt  ooottdn- 
~  i  no  rach  proviMon. 

As  to  the  policy  or  ezpedienoy  of  the  me^ 
anre,  he  entertained  not  the  least  doubt  respect- 
ing it.  The  oonstitntion  sud  only  that  the  of- 
ficers of  Government  ahoold  be  boond  by  oath, 
leaving  to  Oongreae  lo  say  wiiat  oath.  In  Bh(»t 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Honae,  as  had  been  well 
aaid  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork,  (Hr. 
Lawbknok,}  to  detail  the  general  principles  laid 
down  in  the  oonatitntton,  and  rednoe  Ifaem  to 
praoUoe. 
He  wonld  enforce  the  ezpe^raioy  of  the  me*- 
re  with  one  ftirther  remiuk.  Several  at  die 
State  Legialatarea  yren  rittjng  at  thia  time,  and 
lud  ezpreaaed  a  wish  or  expectation  that  sDch  a 
r^idation  wonld  be  made  oy  the  General  Gkiv- 
ermoent ;  if  from  prinotples  of  false  policy  the 
re  did  not  take  place,  the  State  L^;isla- 
might  neglect  it  alao,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  their  officers  camiot  act  withont  it : 
hence  the  l^ality  of  their  acta  may  be  cdled 
in  qnestion,  and  give  canae  to  a  great  deal  of 
nneasisees  Emd  cession. 
The  qneation  on  eoncnrring  with  the  Senate 
.  their  amendments  to  the  bill  was  carried, 
with  an  amendment,  that  the  members  of  Uie 
State  L^islatnres  be  directed  to  take  the  oath 
at  their  next  aearion  rcfipeotivelj. 

Tlie  bill  was,  by  order  of  the  Hoose,  return- 
ed to  the  Senate  aa  amended. 

Thusbi>i.t,  May  7. 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  PreMdent  of 
the  United  States,  to  know  when  it  will  be  con- 
venient for  him  to  recdve  the  addreea  of  ttiia 
Honse,  report«d: 

That  the  committee  had,  according  to  order, 
w^ted  on  the  President,  and  that  he  signifled 
to  them  that  it  woold  be  convenient  to  him  to 
receive  the  said  address  at  13  o'clock  on  Fri- 
day, at  snch  place  as  the  Hoose  shall  be  pleased 
to  appoint :  Whereupon, 

Saalved,  That  u  the  Chamtisr  dndgned  fiir  the 
Pnaideat'B  i-ecdring  the  nupeatiTa  Houaea  il  not 
yet  prepued,  this  BoiiM  wiU  wait  on  the  Praudent 
to  preKDt  their  addien,  in  the  coam  adjaoent  to  the 


J>utiet  on  Tomtagt, 

The  EoDse  resnmed  the  oonsidemtion  of  th« 
report  of  the  Oomtnittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
dnty  on  tonnage.  The  proportion  was  to  ii^ 
a  duty  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  on  all  veesela  be- 
longing wholly  or  in  part  to  the  snljecta  of  all 
other  Powers, 

Mr.  Maoibox  moved  to  reduce  it  to  fbrty 
cents,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  1790,  to  in- 
crease It  to  seventy-five  cents.  He  was  aatla- 
fied  to  go  as  tkr  aa  seventy-five,  becanae  he  ex- 
pected, nnder  sach  enconragement,  a  anffident 
nnmber  of  veesds  for  the  whole  commerce  <rf 
America  might  tw  oonatmoted.  If  he  waa  not 
i  too  aangi^e  In  this  expectation,  tlie  meaanra 
I  woold  be  both  safa  and  expedieuL 
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Jlr.  SuTH,  ((rfMai7land.>~Botb  in  Vii«iiii« 
and  Uarjluad,  BriOah  ehipa  paj  a  higher  dot; 
than  what  is  jmiiWMd;  jet  the?  oontinne  to 
0UT7  on  an  extAnrnTC  trade  in  thoM  States, 
which,  in  mj  opinion,  prov«e  those  Bmna  to  b« 
too  low.  American  abipping  derires  oonndara- 
hle  advaatageB  from  the  regnlationa  made  in 
this  respect  D7  those  two  Statee.  If  that  pro- 
teetion  m  withdrawn  from  them  hj  the  Oeneral 
GovMnmeat,  it  will  aabject  oor  oonuneroe  to 
ywj  gT«at  inooDTenienoes  and  abaolnte  dia- 
treaa.  I  shall  tberafbre  be  opposed  to  tha  to- 
daadon. 

Ut.  Ahu. — ^The  geoUemea  flvm  tlie  sooth- 
vard,  who  suppose  their  States  most  like);  to 
be  affected  bj  a  disoriminatioii  In  the  tonnage 
dot;,  have  oonoloded  th«r  a^omenta  with  a 
oandw,  which  I  oonodve  does  honor  to  their 
patriotism.  Thej  declare  themselTes  willing 
to  woonrage  American  ahipping  and  commerce, 
though  the7  do  not  join  with  ne  in  the  amn  we 
think  neoesaar;  to  be  l^d  on  foreign  tonnage 
to  aooompliah  ao  important  an  object.  If  anffl- 
«ient  encouragement  ia  given,  and  hj  our  regu- 
latim  American  Teasels  are  pnt  on  a  foomig 
with  for^goera,  I  think  we  maj  flatter  oor- 
aelree  with  the  prospect  of  seeing  oor  naviga- 
tion immediatolj  flourish.  We  hare  reason  to 
ezpeot  a  veir  ooosideraUe  addition  to  oor  ship- 
ping in  the  oonrse  of  one  year.  Eiperienoe 
aae  ooDvinoed  oa,  that  SS.OOO  tons  can  be  bollt 
witlun  doable  that  period,  b;  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton alone.  The  other  porta  in  Uaasaohosetts 
can  furnish  87,000  tona,  New  Hampshire  a 
oon^derable  qoontitj,  and  if  the  other  Btatea 
fomish  their  proportion,  we  shall  aoon  find  onr- 
selvea  independent  of  European  natjons  for  the 
tran«portation  of  oor  prodncta.  If  fortj  ceota 
at  present,  and  the  serantj-flve  oents  in  expec- 
tation, are  thonght  a  8ii£Gcient  encooragement 
for  tlie  pnrpoe^  I  shall  not  olgeot  to  ^e  mo- 

tJML 

Mr.  FiTzaiKoiiB. — 11  it  is  intended  to  in- 
crease the  duty  at  the  expiration  of  two  years, 
tt  is  certainly  proper  to  rednce  it  in  the  interim ; 
but  I  very  much  question  snch  policy.  The 
business  of  ahip-bmlding,  I  conceive,  stands 
at  this  moment  In  want  of  the  graat«gt  enconr- 
agement  in  oor  power  to  give.  If  soffictent 
enoonragement  is  given,  at  this  time,  to  pro- 
doce  a  quantity  of  ahipping  adoqnate  to  the 
demand,  when  we  onoe  are  in  possession  of 
them,  the  bariness  will  stand  in  need  of  no  fur- 
ther enoonragemeat.  If  the  dtizena  of  the 
TTnited  States  were  now  in  possesrion  of  a  snf- 
flment  quantity  of  ahipping,  and  had  the  ability 
to  employ  them,  I  eono^ve  they  would  not 
stand  in  need  of  any  encouragement  whatever. 
But  this  is  not  the  case,  and  therefore  an  en- 
oonregement  is  reqntrite.  At  the  conolnsion 
of  the  last  war  we  were  left  without  shipping, 
and  from  our  inability  to  carry  on  oommeroe, 
by  reason  of  the  oppresdon  we  were  saltjeotad 
to  hy  for^gn  powers,  the  hnilding  of  vessels 
has  made  bat  slow  progress  in  the  serer^ 
Statea.     Hence  it  beoomea  necessary  to  give 


snoouragement  aofficient  to  induce  oMrduatt 
to  vest  a  greater  proportion  of  their  capital  In 
this  way.  The  proposed  encouragement  is  nM 
very  high,  and  even  nnder  it,  I  should  not  ei- 
peot  a  quantity  of  ahipping  would  be  ftunidnd 
equal  to  the  demand,  in  leHa  than  four  or  fin 
years.  It  would  be  brought  forward  by  dow 
aad  gradual  degrees ;  they  will  oontiuue,  ywi 
by  year,  to  increase  Uiem,  until  the  numb«r  ii 
eompetent  to  the  demand.  The  boHuen  at 
ship-building  b^ng  ao  rdazed,  persms  of  tbst 
oocopation  nave  turned  to  other  aTocation^ 
and  some  lenrihle  advantage  most  appear,  to 
induce  them  to  Tetum  to  their  original  profct- 
uon.  A  proof  of  thia  is  evideneed  by  the  bId- 
ation  of  Philadelphia.  Before  the  Revolutini, 
S|000  tons  of  shipping  were  annually  hnilt  in 
that  dty ;  last  year,  the  whole  tonnage  was  but 
1,800,  so  mach  has  it  declined  there.  If  itr»- 
vivos  from  its  present  langninhing  ctxuUtioD,  it 
most  be  by  great  fostering  care  andprateetioa, 
and  by  slow  end  gradual  degrees.  It  does  not 
appear  to  me,  that  fifty  cents  ai«  mtoe  tbn 
necessary  for  ita  inmiiBdiate  MicoaragenxeL 
Gtentiemen  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  it  ii 
always  in  the  poww  of  Ocngreea  to  inoreBse  it. 

GenUemen  will  receded,  on  the  artide  d 
hemp,  immediate  enoonragement  was  ctwteoded 
for.  It  was  not  o^osed  by  the  oommerciil 
gentlemen  in  this  House.  Bat  witiiMit  en- 
couragement is  given  to  bnildiug  and  fitting  out 
ships,  the  demand  for  hemp  wul  be  small;  fbt 
very  little  advantage  will  arise  from  exportiDg 
it :  the  great  market  mnat  be  frinuahed  by  ma- 
selves.  Upon  the  whole,  I  conolnde  against  As 
motim,  believing  our  shipbuilding  to  need  <n- 
oouragement  more  at  this  time  tiian  it  wiOd 
any  anbeequent  period. 

Mr.  Iaosbox. — The  graitlemen  from  MaaH- 
ohnaetta  hara  I  must  own,  behaved  with  hb«- 
ality.  One  is  willing  to  reduce  the  duty  to 
forty  oenta,  another  gentleman  is  more  libeil 
still — he  is  willing  to  go  lower;  but  not  so  tbe 
gentlemen  fi«m  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland; 
diey  are  actuated  by  other  prindplea.  Tbsy 
call  to  my  mind  a  paassge  of  sariptore,  where 
a  king,  by  the  advioe  of  inexperienced  eoiai' 
aetloia,  declared  to  hia  people,  "my  fatiier  did 
lade  you  with  a  heavy  yoke,  bat  I  will  add  to 
your  horlhens."  A  steady  porsDit  of  tUa 
counsel  broiwht  about  the  sqiaration  of  hii 
kingdom.  luese  gentlemen  want  na  even  to 
go  ftarther.  They  bring  forward  cialculatioos 
upon  the  moment  and  paaa  tbem  for  informa- 
tioQ, — the  miere  calculations  of  yesterday,— 
and  demomrtrate  thereby  the  propriety  t^  their 
measures.  They  may  consider  some  States  of 
lees  importanoe  than  othera,  beeaoae  they  do 
not  oontribntA  the  same  quantity  of  reveone; 
bat  let  them  remember,  the  vridow'a  mite  is  as 
good  as  the  rich  man's  cofibn;  so  the  mile  cd 
Oeor^  is  equal  to  the  revenue  gf  Peniks^ta- 
nia. 

Ur.  fiuBxi.— Tt  has  been  observed,  in  the 
former  part  of  the  detiate,  that  the  people  <tf 
the  Southern  States  might  boy  ahipa,  if  Ihty 
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did  Bot  boUd  thou.  Tbwe  are  nooe  owned  in 
OroGba:  we  ar«  destitDM  bolli  of  ahips  and 
w  ■III!  II,  and  nnaUe  to  procnre  them ;  it  would 
ba  lailj  in  no,  therefora,  to  barthan  them  with 
doliM.  Hivngh  it  U  tru*,  that  there  are  men 
tkfe  wbo  live  in  affluence  are  rich  in  lands 
ari  serrvnlB,  jet  I  believe  thej  are  nnivereallj 
ia  d«U.  This  bimj  be  hiilj  inferred  from  the 
kvi  tbej  have  made  to  &Tor  debtors.  It 
naU  taia  twelve  jean  to  enable  people  there 
to  ftj  their  Stat*  aoA  private  debt« ;  thej  are 
ttmAra  TM7  onable  to  aoitain  tmj  new  bnr- 
JKM,  tmpeaMUy  when  their  prodnoe  is  eo  &llen 
te  prtM  M  not  to  pay  the  ezpease  of  onltiva- 
Hat.  I  do  not  s^  this  js  to  be  attriboted  to 
the  want  of  veaaeb  to  oarry  it  o^  though  Uiere 
at^prfAniAj  be  a  great  want  in  this  respect; 
■d  'd  there  is,  gentlemen  telS  70D  the;  are  nna- 
Ue  to  mafce  dp  the  dafidencj.  If  this  be  the 
case,  tktej  on^t  to  be  eontented  with  a  mod- 
ante  iaij  for  the  preaent;  and  aa  mj  mind  is 
■troo^j  impreesed  with  the  importance  of  en- 
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IhMB  ii  doing  acMnething  that  may  be 
tinif  that  dbct 

Jlr.  JLu>iBos. — As  there  is  a  great  diversity 
at  sentiment  reepeodng  the  policy  of  the  duty, 
I  am  very  ha^y  to  find  it  is  not  prescribed  by 
the  geogr^hx^  ritnBd<Mt  of  om-  ooontry.  This 
evinoM  that  it  la  merely  difference  of  opinion, 
and  not  diffOTenoe  of  int^eat  Gentlemen  of 
fte  iamo  6tat«  difi^  as  mach  as  gentlemen 
frdCD  the  extremee  of  the  continent.  As  no 
ol^ectuai  IB  made  to  giving  some  enconrage- 
■eot,  we  oogbt  to  endeavor  to  harmonize  npou 
fta  qnanitun.  I  doabt  very  much  if  any  pro- 
poAkn  that  can  now  be  brought  forward  will 
cMDo^  with  the  smtiments  of  this  body  more 
Um  the  <me  that  is  before  ns.  I  am  not  anz- 
MMi  to  ledooa  the  enoooragement  too  low,  nor 
to  throw  to  a  veiy  distant  day  the  advanoed 
nta  mtended  by  my  modification  of  the  mea- 
■m;  so  goitWien  need  not  ^tprehend  any 
flvil  to  arise  frcon  its  adoption. 

Goitlemen  who  ore  opposed  to  giving  snffi- 
Mtt  eoooonigement  to  ^ip-bnilding,  onght  to 
iwdket  an  argomeot  tiiat  was  considered  of 
v«^t  in  the  case  of  enoonraging  mann&ctitres. 
It  it  certain  that  mannfactoree  have  been  reared 
If  by  the  (betering  oare  of  the  8tate  L^isls- 
tniea,  displayed  in  the  fhttpe  of  protecting  dn- 
tiei;  but  the  people,  by  tJie  adoptdon  of  this 
eoeilibitaoii,  have  pnt  it  ont  of  their  power  t« 
ewajmia  them.  The  provision  for  the  support 
at  natiption,  made  by  the  several  States, 
pnijit  to  iodoce  us  to  suppose  even  a  higher 
toonage  duty  pleenog  to  them,  at  least  in  those 
Statea  where  a  h^her  ttHmage  daty  has  been 
Ud.  Ilioae  States  not  being  able  to  continne 
their  oieoDragement,  expect  Uiat  we  will  attend 
te  thdr  policy,  and  protect  tlteir  citizens  in  the 
Knperty  they  were  led  to  acquire  nnder  the 
Btate  regnUtiona.  If  we  disappoint  them,  they 
wtQ  so&er  more  than  is  oonastent  with  good 
psGey.  I  am  not  ^iprehensive  that  forty  cents 
viQ  be  so  low  as  to  oooasion  any  discontent. 


Mr.  Bmith,  (of  BoQth  Oaixdina.)— Gentlemen 
have  endeavored  to  persuade  na,  that  a  high 
tonnage  duty  will  be  beneflcial  to  the  Union ; 
bat  I  woold  as  soon  be  persnaded  t«  throw  my- 
self oQt  of  a  two-story  window,  as  to  believe  a 
high  tonnage  dnty  was  flivorable  to  Sonth  Oar- 
olina.  <  GentlenieQ  tell  as  we  are  in  great  want 
of  shipping  and  a  navy — that  sufBcient  encour- 
agement for  ebij)-bDildiiig  mnst  be  given  before 
we  can  expect  it ;  bnt  I  think,  let  the  enconr- 
agement  be  what  it  may,  many  years  will 
elapse  before  we  have  soflident  for  the  export 
of  oar  commodities.  I  know  Maaaachnsetts 
cannot  foraiBh  na,  beeanse  there  are  adventi- 
tious causes  to  prevent  iL  The  course  of  the 
stream  in  which  om-  navigation  has  so  lonf 
flowed,  oannot  be  altered  in  a  day.  The  debts 
dae  &om  the  merchants  of  that  country  to  the 
British,  will  be  an  inanperable  bar.  Soppoae 
they  ahonld  send  ships  to  transport  onr  prodace 
to  a  foreign  market,  they  have  no  connections 
abft)Bd  to  transact  their  bnsineBs,  no  boose  in  a 
commercial  line  to  employ  in  the  ssJes.  What 
are  they  to  bring  back  in  return )  They  mnst 
owne  in  ballast :  and  will  the  mere  transporta- 
tion of  our  crop  be  a  soffloient  indocament  to 
engage  them  to  come  here  t  If  they  had  more 
shipping  than  they  wanted,  we  should  still  labor 
nnder  the  same  difflcolty,  and  employ  foreign- 
ers; becaafc  the  bnsiness  is  nnchangeably  in 
their  hands,  and  the  very  moment  the  tonnage 
duty  is  incresBed,  it  will  be  an  inducement  to 
tiiem  to  raise  the  price  of  freight. 

Mr.  Lawbbbok. — There  have  been  cirenn- 
Btancee  raentioDed  in  the  oom^e  of  this  debate^ 
which  I  think  may  be  nsefol  in  ascertaining 
whether  the  proposed  duty  (rf  fifty  cents  on 
tonnage  be  too  high  or  not.  It  appears  that 
there  is  a  duty  in  Georgia  eqnal  to  Is.  Bd.  ster- 
ling ;  in  Sonth  Carolina,  Is.  Sd.  beaidea  some- 
thing on  goods  imported  in  foreign  bottoms ;  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland  it  ia  mnoh  greater. 
How,  then,  can  gentlemen  from  those  Statea 
contond  that  the  proposed  duty  is  so  innch  too 
high  as  to  occ^ion  the  fatal  consequences  they 
foretell  t  When  we  consider  the  valoable  pro- 
duce of  the  Southern  States,  we  are  led  to  be- 
lieve that  the  difTerenoe  of  ton  cents  per  ton 
can  make  no  material  difference  in  the  price. 
Will  it  materially  affect  the  price  of  rice  or 
tobacco  ?  Neither  of  those  articles  would  pay 
more  than  five  cents  per  cask,  if  the  duty 
diould  be  reduced. 

The  dnty,  therefore,  cannot  be  fairly  said  to 
be  too  hiffh  for  the  Bonthem  6tat«s ;  it  is  not 
contended  to  be  too  high  for  the  middle  odm  ; 
it  is  not  too  high  for  os. 

If  we  consider  the  subject  as  it  relates  to  re- 
venue, it  will  form  a  material  otyect  for  onr  at- 
tention ;  if  the  duty  be  considered  as  a  bounty 
to  the  maritime  States,  it  will  be  admitted  that 
it  is  our  interest  to  increase  our  navigation. 

The  regulation  propoeed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  to  increase  the  dnty  to  sevens- 
five  cents  at  the  end  of  two  years,  may  nevai 
take  effect ;  before  that  period  arrives,  a  Inatu' 


Coo^^lc 


ABBIDOHBKT  OF  THE 


H.or  B.] 


[Mat,  17M. 


tMj  be  formed  with  the  nuioii  that  is  oar  great 

eommerdal  liraL     I  tun,  tJierofbre,  in  &Tor  of 

a  pemuneot  regaktion,  rather  Uian  one  holding 

'  <rat  an  enoonrageiDBiit  that  will  never  tAke  place. 

Hr.  Jaoksob.— The  gentlemao  Iwt  np  Uiinka 
the  redootdon  of  ten  cents  will  not  material!; 
a&ct  the  Sonthem  Btatea,  yet  he  Boppoeea  it 
iriU  ii^Jnre  ahip-bnildJng:  how  it  oaa  nnrt  one 
bitweet  b^  beong  redooed,  and  not  wound  the 
oQiw  by  its  increase,  I  do  not  dearly  nnder- 
etand ;  fiir  my  part,  I  do  not  hm  the  weight  of 
moh  aivuments. 

Ur,  iIlweshox. — I  oonuder  the  difference  of 
teooente  to  be  too  eauH  for  oontention ;  the  arga- 
menta  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppoeition  go  as  much 
■gainst  a  daty  of  forty  cents  m  against  fifty. 

Mr.  Pagx. — I  have  heard  all  tiie  ai^omenta 
now  brooght  aguust  this  measure,  urged  over 
and  over  a^ain,  when  a  tonnage  dnty  was  con- 
tended against  in  the  game  manner  in  Vir^nia. 
It  waa  uen  merely  a  trial,  bnt  now  wc  have 
the  ati^nmenta  resulting  from  experience  in  onr 
&Tcn'.  We  find  the  British  shipping  still' 
crowding  onr  porta,  althoogh  the  tonnage  daty 
ia  twice  as  great  aa  is  now  proposed ;  and  al- 
thoogh the  price  of  produce  has  fallen  within 
that  time,  yet  I  am  persuaded  it  most  be  attri- 
boted  to  other  oansea  than  thin.  Let  the  expe- 
riment be  made  with  firmness,  and  I  ventore 
to  say,  it  will  tarn  oat  the  same  in  tither  States 
as  in  oors.  I  acknowledge  the  gentlemen's  ar- 
goments  have  weight,  bnt  they  go  agunst  any 
tax  whatsoever  being  Md  on  tonnage.  Bat  ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  to  oa,  that  such  a 
daty  is  attended  with  advantages;  it  will  cn- 
oonrage  ship-building,  and  render  oa  iudepend' 
ent  for  the  transportation  of  onr  prodnce.  Let, 
therefor^  no  suggestions  of  the  kind  that  have 
been  ofiered  deter  as  from  pursuing,  with 
firmness  and  decision,  the  plan  adopted  by  the 
oomiiutt«e. 

Mr.  Wadswobth. — If  the  gentleman  who 
baa  brought  forward  this  propositiim  had  pro- 
posed thirty  cents  instead  of  forty,  1  should 
have  agreed  to  the  motion,  because  it  would 
have  destroyed  the  discrimination  between  the 
vessels  of  nations  in  treaty,  and  those  not  in 
beaty  with  as;  bnt  in  every  otiier  point  of  view, 
I  should  be  ag^oat  a  redaction,  foreign  ves- 
sels will  be  better  ciroomstanced  under  a  duty 
of  fifty  cents,  than  American  free  of  daty. 
The  charges  od  foreign  bottoms  in  our  ports 
are  very  small ;  there  is  not,  I  believe,  a  vessel 
of  oars  that  goes  to  Europe,  that  does  not  pay, 
In  Ught  money  and  other  charges,  more  tiian 
fifty  cents  per  ton, 

Mr.  MADiBON.^The  sabject  of  disorimination 
is  not  now  within  oar  view ;  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  a  great  mqority ;  I  think  there  were 
BOt  more  than  nine  members  against  it.  I  do 
mot  mean,  by  the  arguments  that  I  have  orgod, 
to  prove  that  the  increase  of  tonnage  has  a  ten- 
dency to  nuse  the  price  of  freight ;  all  my  ob- 
ject has  been  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  gen- 
tlemen who  hold  that  opimon.  I  do  not  think 
it  will  keep  away  fbrwgn  vessela  fr^tm  vidtiag 


the  burthen  on  o 
inch  as  has  been  calcnlated; 
and  even  it  it  did,  the  extension  of  onr  naviig» 
tion  would  be  an  adeqnate  ccxnpensation.  11m 
price  of  frdght  before  the  late  reTolutjan  wm 
higher  than  it  is  at  present ;  perh^M  it  m^  bi 
lower  when  sbipe  are  fomished  in  larger  qoafr 
titiea. 

Mr.  TroEBB. — I  taar  the  gentlemeo  irht 
look  for  a  snfficient  qnantit?  of  stupping  to  a» 
swer  the  demands  of  onr  commerce  in  so  ahcrl 
a  space  as  two  years,  will  find  tbwnsdres  dft 
odved.  1  think,  therefore,  it  woold  be  impro 
per  to  lay  a  high  tonnage  duty,  ewmnraicing  M 
that  penod ;  if  it  E^pears  expedient,  a  futon 
Legislatore  may  give  such  euooarBgement,  bB 
they  are  not  bound  to  perform  onr  engagenMot 
After  they  have  seen  the  effect  of  the  preaeo 
regulation,  they  will  be  better  able  to  jnd^  O 
what  is  ri^t  in  this  partioalar  than  we  can  do 
I  am  donbtfol  whether  the  measare  woold  i^ao 
the  United  States  in  a  better  or  worse  atoatiai 
than  a  duty  of  fifty  c«ita ;  a  commutation  a 
this  kind,  in  order  to  save  tea  cents  for  twi 
years,  and  admit  an  addition  of  twenty-fifi 
cents  for  ever  afterwards,  appears  a  doabtfri 
policy.  At  any  rate,  the  Goi^prees  might  fee 
themselvea,  in  some  degree,  bound  to  raise  thi 
daty  to  serenty-five  oenta,  when  their  jndg 
meats  might  tell  them  it  was  ineipedient--the] 
will  then  have  canae  to  complain  of  our  antid 
potion.  I  should,  I  thinlr,  rather  be  in  favor  o 
fixing  a  certain  tonnage  daty  at  present,  an 
leave  it  to  the  consideration  of  a  future  Legia 
latnre,  whether  to  increase  it  or  not,  accordin) 
to  the  circamstances  of  &e  case.  I  think  thirt; 
cents  as  mach  as  can  be  given,  with  propriety 
at  this  time;  considering  the  interest  of  tb 
State  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  1  believe  i 
will  bear  harder  on  some  States  than  <hi  othen 
acting  partially  and  not  generally.  When 
speak  of  the  State  I  represent,*!  would  not  b 
thought  octoated  by  improper  motives;  I  thiol 
every  gentleman  is  bonnd  to  support,  in  a  pm 
per  maimer,  the  interest  he  is  well  acqountea 
with,  and  believes  to  be  conducive  to  the  gene 
ral  wel&re.  A  great  deal  hos  been  said  re 
specting  the  duties  that  have  been  laid  on  tc« 
nage  in  the  Southern  States.  I  b^ged  thi 
attention  of  the  House,  on  a  former  occadon 
to  a  striking  difference  there  is  in  duties  im 
posed  by  the  State,  for  ite  own  particular  advan 
toga,  and  what  are  about  to  be  laid  for  tb 
benefit  of  the  United  States.  Every  daty  Im 
poeed,  I  consider  as  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants  o 
South  Carolina.  If  that  tax  is  to  bear  harde 
on  them  than  on  other  States,  I  prononnce  t 
unequal  and  onjust  I  conMder  the  tax  on  ton 
nage  in  this  light;  bnt  as  I  am  willing  to  givi 
encouragement  to  onr  navigation,  so  I  shall  do 
oppose  a  moderate  duty  on  foreign  vessels ;  m 
I  also  conceive  a  discrimination  proper  Iwtweoi 
those  nations  in  alliance  with  us  and  those  witl 
whom  we  have  no  treaties  subsisting,  I  am  dis 
poeed  to  admit  a  larger  sum  than  tliirty  («nta 
I  would  propose  thirty-five,  npon  the  expreai 
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au&aoa  ot  niatlag  tbe  dntj  dresdy  agreed 
to^Mtvcntjortweiitj-flTa,  when  a  bill  ehtdl 
MO*  fcrwird  Amnded  upon  tiie  prinoiplas  now 

ThiqDMtirai  was  here  pat  on  Mr.  Uuiiboii'b 
■olmiBdlixt 

Tk  HoDK  then  dedded  dekhi  the  original 
pnfeiition,  which  being  agreed  to,  it  was 

twte(  Tint  there  on^  to  be  leried  on  all  ves- 
dinlnajcirclearad  in  the  Uiiiled  Stslei,  the  du- 
liaUmiig,lowit: 

OiiflTBdi  built  withili  dw  Uidted  StatM;  and 
Mq|k«  vboDj  to  dtknv  thoeo^  at  the  nte  of 

OidtMaliDM  bailt  within  tfaa  nnited  State*, 
hKHbdn^iagwbollj  to  cidaaiu  thenof;  at  the 
oM  tfdi  cant*  per  ton 

Ob  iD  TUKb  belDD^nK  wludl^  to  the  nbjects  of 
Pg*Bi  villi  vhom  the  iLiited  States  have  formed 
tmia, «  puti^  to  the  enlgecta  of  nich  Fowcfi 
lal  firij  to  dtiuni  of  the  laid  State^  at  the  rale 
tf  dnr^  coll  per  ton. 

On  dl  imdi  bekm^ng  wbollj  or  in  part  to  aal)- 
jiWtrftfterPoirer«,attheT«te  of  fifty  c«nt«  per  ton. 

Avi«U  That  no  veuel  built  withiti  tho  United 
SMe^  lad  belonging  to  a  eititen  or  tdtiieD*  tbereol, 
riilB  aajkijti  in  the  ceaitiiig  tiaAe,  or  in  the 
litari^  ^iQ  paj  tonnage  mora  than  once  in  anj 
■i  jtB ;  mr  diall  an;  stop  or  venel  Imih  witbin 
Ai  TBilEd  SUM  paj  tonnage  on  her  firM  vojage. 

,n „iid the,  Thatno  tcmbI  be  em|do7ed  in  the 
fiii^iililiau  cf  the  prodoce  or  mann&ctoies  <^  the 
Z*ui  Stitn  or  anj  of  Cbem,  ooaatwiu,  except  aach 
iwwli  iliill  be  beat  within  the  United  Sutea,  and 
h  fUfBt]  att  dlixen  or  citizeoa  thereot 

Tlu  BBoe  waa,  on  &  question  pat  thereopoii, 
■peed  to  b;  the  Hoose. 

Orierti,  That  a  bill  or  bills  bo  brought  ij 
pMBt  to  the  Hsid  reaolation,  and  that  Hi 
WimMia,  Mr.  HnsTBR,  and  Mr.  E 


FxD^T,  Ma^  6. 
As  Speaker,  att«Bded  b;  the  members  of 
Ihe  Hook,  withdrew  to  the  room  adjoining  the 
&I«seiit«BTes'  Chamber,  and  there  presented 
to  dK  President  of  the  United  States  the  sd- 
:>  on  Tnesdaj  last,  to  which  he 
i  the  fdlowing  answer: 

Ton  lay  >Ac&aiate  addrea  produces  enotioai 
4tt  I  fauw  not  how  to  expren.  I  ftel  that  m; 
^  nfciTOn  in  the  aervice  of  my  coontiy  are  far 
id  bj-  it!  goodnea  ;  and  1  fisr  mnch  that  mj 


*"  9««  may  not  hlfil  fonr  hind  antidpatic 

IB  Am  I  can  pnuniaa  ii,  that  the;  will  be  tnTariablT 

^<^  b;  an  hooert  and  au  ardent  aeal ;  of  tfaja 


'  li  (Ul  iiMj<iini  e^  tb0  Cduu^  dnttofl  titt  HanH, 
k(W  i<ihg  Impott  dntJ«,  (ud  In  bet  In  all  otber  w 
•W(kswHwutcd.)fln(  iHilad  the  proildou oT  th* 
■  ta  l^g^sf  the  propiMlllau  on  which  It  wia 
kiMid.  ud  Ukb  directed  ■  oommUUe  to  bring  In 
■■*<HIt:  WUMbUI,wbeii brought  IB,  (tlU  open 

Wmdhg>)g^eip«ltjKeiD  the  Britlih  PuHuDent,  end 
^  MR  (aKacaded  bj  the  erlli  whkh  hare  (nwn  unt 


whom  I  am  to  aiyaptxtie,  and  a  cootimuuice  of  the 
'ileuingi  of  Heaven  on  ear  beloved  oonntiy. 

The  Bpeaker  and  members  being  returned 
into  the  Honse ; 

Mr.  Gebht,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented,  according  to  order,  a  bill  for  collect- 
ing duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandisee 
imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the  same 
was  reoeived  and  read  the  first  time. 

Ord«rad,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  do 
procure  one  hnndred  co^nee  of  the  said  bill  to  be 
printed  for  the  me  of  the  members  of  tliis  House. 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  oommittee  appointed  od 
the  29th  ultimo,  to  report  an  estimate  of  the 
guppliee  requisite  for  the  present  year,  and  of 
the  net  produce  of  the  impost,  aa  agreed  to  bj 
the  House,  be  aathoiized  and  instructed  to 
collect  earij  and  anthentio  statements  of  the 
particolsr  articles  of  foreign  produce  and  man- 
ufaotnrea  aiintialiy  imported  into,  and  of  all 
the  articles  exported  from,  the  several  States, 
and  the  value  of  snob  imports  and  exports- 
also,  the  number  of  veeaeb,  both  foreign  and 
domestio,  entered  and  cleared  dnriog  tl^at  time, 
speci^ing  their  toimage,  and  the  nations  to 
which  they  respectively  belong ;  speci^iog,  also, 
the  exact  numbers  of  each  particnlar  descrip- 
tion of  vessels  of  each  nation,  and  the  amount 
of  tonnage  of  each  partionlar  vesseL 

JTuttu  on  Import*. 

The  Honse,  sooording  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  bill  for  laying  a  doty  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchaadisea  Imported  into 
the  United  States. 

Kr.  Paob  in  the  ohtur. 

Mr.  TiroxaK. — As  I  am  deriroos  of  be^nnliu 
with  moderate  duties,  I  deem  it  proper,  at  this 
stage  of  the  bnsiness,  to  offer  my  reasons  in 
snpport  of  this  opinion,  that  if  it  be  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  we  may  go  uniformJy  through 
the  list,  and  make  the  necessary  reduction.  I 
am  opposed  to  high  duties,  particularly  for  two 
reasons ;  First,  because  they  will  tend  to  intro- 
duce and  establish  a  system  of  smn^ling;  and, 
Secondly,  because  they  tend  to  the  oppreenon  of 
cert^  citizens  and  States,  in  order  to  promote 
the  iMneht  of  other  States  and  other  claseea  of 
citizens.  I  cannot  say  I  have  a  peculiar  aver- 
sion to  a  high  duty  on  distilled  spirits ;  I  may, 
therefore,  be  saspected  of  inconsistency  in 
moving  to  reduce  it;  bat  I  do  it  on  the  principle 
of  a  general  reduotion.  If  I  do  not  sacceed  on 
the  first  article,  I  shall  desptur  of  eacceediug  on 
the  others. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  we  lay  high  duties  on 
the  importation  of  goods,  a  system  of  smtigj^g 
will  be  adopted  before  we  can  possibly  make 
the  necessary  proviuou  to  prevent  it.  I  take 
it,  Mr,  that  proper  r^^ationa  respecting  the 
collection  is  all  our  security  against  illicit  trade. 
From  a  variety  of  circunstanoe^  it  af^wars  to 
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me,  we  Bhall  not  onlj  b«  B  long  time  in  com- 
pleting mch  a  Bjvtem,  bnt,  f6r  want  of  eiperi- 
enoe,  manj  of  th«  regnktioDS  will  be  of  a 
dabiom  propriety.  Gentlemen  will  recollect 
we  have  an  exWn^ve  aea-ooaat,  aooeMible  at  a 
thooBBod  pointfl,  and  upon  all  thia  coast  Uiere 
are  bot  few  otutom-booMa  where  oScen  can 
be  stationed  to  gnaM  the  oolleotion  of  the 
duties;  ttieKfore,  we  labor  tinder  oonriderabl? 
greats  diMdvantagea  than  a  thicker  settled 
oountiy  ia  liable  to.  I  wprebend,  if  we  o 
rider  uie  preeent  atate  ta  oqt  popolation, 
shall  ooDtuode  it  impraotioable  to  establisl 
snffident  nmnber  of  oastom-honaes  on  those 
parts  of  the  coast  most  aaaailable,  to  reader  ob 
perfeotlj  ae(»ire  in  the  oollecti<m  of  our  dntiee. 
If  it  were  praotioabte,  tiie  expenao  would  be  a 
fi>rmidable  objection;  it  woold  reqnire  more 
rereune  to  ent^xart  snch  a  sjstem  uan  all  we 
shall  derive  from  the  impost.  Bat  we  know  in 
Great  Britain  where  the  duties  are  hij^  no  ex- 
pense u  spared  in  the  collecti^  yet  amnggling 
la  carried  on  to  a  verj  considerable  amomit; 
the  risk  ran  by  this  claaa  of  people  is  very 
great,  the  pen^ties  are  veiy  aecere,  and  the 
vigilanoe  of  the  officers  renders  detection  not 
verj  improbable.  Aa  this  ia  the  oaae,  under  the 
admiuistration  of  a  very  powerM  Goremment, 
J  apprehend  onra,  whidt  ia  only  in  its  infiuicy, 
will  be  unable  to  prevent  it  taldng  place,  other- 
wise than  by  a  system  of  moderate  dotice.  If 
we  begin  with  laying  them  high,  there  will  be 
an  immediate  temptation  to  engage  in  a  aygtem 
of  smog^Iing,  a  system  of  which  may  soon  be 
S>rmed,  bo  aa  to  render  onr  Aitm«  efforts  inef- 
fectnal ;  it  is  better  to  avoid  the  temptation, 
than  to  punish  the  evil.  A  man  that  is  diapoeed 
to  trade  flUrly,  will  be  bronght  under  the  nece&- 
rity  of  falling  into  the  same  practice,  or  giving 
up  his  baaineee ;  for  tbe  higher  the  duty,  the 
neater  the  advantage  the  amnggler  has  over 
tiie  (air  traider,  being  compelled  1^  necessity  to 
engage  in  a  oontralund  trade,  or  to  forego  the 
means  of  a  livelihood.  Smnggling  will  be  no 
longer  dishonorable^  no  longer  difBcult,  and 
none  will  be  found  opposing  the  practice ;  re- 
peated efforts  to  corrupt  will  be  anccessful 
among  even  the  offleera  of  your  customs ;  they 
at  first  may  resist  the  temptation,  bnt  when 
ibej  find  the  practice  general,  their  vigilance 
wiU  wink  at  a  contraband  trade,  and  smnggtiog 
will  be  oonsidered  as  a  matter  of  course.  They 
will  consider  the  reward  gi'      "        -     ■   ■ 


a  Byet«m  of  high  duties,  and  because  I  fear 
there  is  danger  of  a  system  of  smuggling  being 
introdnced  before  proper  arrangements  are 
made  to  prevent  it ;  or  if  we  had  time  to  make 
such  Biraugements,  they  must  inevitably  be  in- 
effeotnal. 

I  would  observe  ftirtber,  that  a  hi^  duty 
not  only  tends  to  the  encouragement  of  smug- 
gling, but  it  likewise  rais«e,  in  my  mind,  a 
scruple  respecting  the  allowance  of  a  drawbacic, 
u  I  oonoeive  every  drawback  becomes  an  ad- 


ditional encouragement  to  smuggling.  In  auj 
instances,  I  fear  it  may  be  fonnd,  that  tkt 
drawback  will  amount  to  mwe  than  ill  tbe 
duties  paid  in  the  States  which  are  entitled  toll. 
Oon«deriDg  the  situation  <rf  the  States  of  North 
Carolina  and  Khode  Island,  which  are  not  is 
the  Union,  their  oontignity  to  the  other  B4itti 
will  intveaae  the  fodllty  wiHi  whieh  smig^ 
oan  be  earned  on ;  it  will  be  ea^  to  impon 
tuHolee  (tvm  Europe  and  the  West  Indies  udo 
their  porta,  and  send  them  byland,  or  em 
water  to  the  adjacent  States,  When  these  m 
smuggled  into  the  United  States,  thej  d*t 
he  re-eiported  and  entitled  to  reeeive  a  draw- 
back, aluiough  tbe  revenue  was  not  oollceM 
upon  the  importation.  If  we  agree  to  moderttt 
dntiee  it  will  lie  much  eaider  to  regulate  cor 
system  on  this  head ;  if  onr  revenue  is  fbond 
not  to  be  quite  so  productive  as  geutiemen  Mt 
oulat«  upon  a  syutem  Ot  higher  duties,  irhid, 
by  the  by,  aniears  to  me  to  be  vwy  nnlikdj, 
we  shall  be  Mtter  able  to  Judge  wlut  we  (B 
do  after  a  trial,  than  we  can  possibly  at  preMit; 
at  any  rate,  it  will  be  bnt  a  small  loss ;  wfaerc*^ 
by  a  large  soale,  we  may  throw  the  whde  Unica 
into  oonftision,  and  thfov  will  l)e  no  remedj  t^ 
whioh  we  oan  reoover  what  we  have  now  in 
onr  power ;  for  a  reduction  of  duties,  wtm 
they  are  onoe  laid,  is  productive  of  tlie  molt 
serious  oonsegnenoes.  Having,  thcsefx^  t 
strong  impression  upon  my  mind,  that  tt 
haara  a  great  deal  in  imponng  hi^  datia  in 
the  first  instance,  I  should  not  have  been  Htit- 
fied  with  having  done  my  duty,  if  T  had  not 
stated  my  doubts  and  difficulties  to  the  ooee- 
mittee ;  but  having  done  this,  I  shall  oMttet 
myself  with  their  deoiBioD,  l>e  it  what  it  ma;. 

On  motjon,  the  fbrtiter  reading  of  the  tdl 
was  postjKmed — ai^onmed. 

SAruuuT,  Uaf  9. 

Jbrxhub  Ym  BmramiuxH,  from  Kev  Tot, 
BipDwnd  and  took  his  seat 

The  following  oommnnications  were  noani 
from  the  Senate  by  Ur.  Otis,  their  Seontaiy: 

Mr.  Sfxakxr:  The  Senate  haye  disagreed  ti 
the  report  of  a  committee  ^ipointed  to  deta- 
I  what  style  or  tities  it  will  be  proper  k 
X  to  the  office  of  President  and  Vice  Tni 
dent  of  the  United  States,  if  any  other  tlfl 
those  given  in  the  constitution;  and  have  tt 
pointed  a  committee  t«  consider  and  repai 
under  what  title  it  will  be  proper  for  the  Pa 
aident  of  the  United  States  in  future  to  be  J 
dressed,  and  confer  thereon  with  sucAi  c(miB]itl| 
as  this  House  may  appoint  for  that  pu)p(4 
The  Senate  have  ^so  appointed  a  committee  I 
rlew  and  report  how  the  rooms  in  tho  City  Si 
ihall  tie  appropriated,  end  to  oonfer  with  m 
oommittfie  this  House  may  appoint  for  tl| 
purpose.  I 

Jhititi  on  /ffifMfb,  i 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  <^  m 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  dl 
whole  House  on  tbe  bill  toe  l^iug  t  dtt^  • 
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■Bodi,  wiKS,  and  merchandiBn  tmported  ioto 
ttM  United  Stataa.   ICr.  Pi^ox  in  the  obair. 

Mr.  Ttrrxn. — Tfae  obeerratioiu  I  made  jes- 
tNdv  wera  intoided  to  ^plf  g^eraU?  a^nst 
t  tj^on  of  hi^  dnties.  Ab  to  the  partionlar 
stick  of  qtirita,  I  hare  no  objjectioii  to  t,  high 
dri;  bed^  laid  opon  it,  provided  it  OBU  be  BtricUj 
(dcetcd ;  iiff  I  do  not  wish  to  give  enoonrage- 
iKU  to  ibe  oonmiinptitHi  of  that  artiole,  thonsb, 
Ifar,BodirtTweeanlaTwiU  t«nd  maoh  to  £b- 
nangsit.  Itbonc^ttbatif  it  was  the  general 
•puon  of  Ute  Honae  to  leeaea  the  dudes,  it 
radd  be  a  MTiiV  of  lime  to  diaonss  it  oa  a 
wtioB  to  ndtwetbe  first  article.  I  repeatthe 
otMnatkn,  that  U^  dntiee  are  improper,  be- 
turn  tbcT  ar«  impiditio,  and  likely  to  defeat 
tttot^trfrercmiie:  leas  will  be  collected  on 
ftcM  than  on  moderate  ones.  If  it  be  oon- 
litoed  M  an  eooODngement  to  mamifhotarea 
to  ]mj  hmrj  duties  on  raomerated  articles,  it  is 
a  l«i  on  Qw  part  for  the  emoloment  of  anotlier. 
Rtc  pcTHnt.  open  all  articles  imported  would 
rntaanriderable  rerenne,  and  be  a  soffioieiit 
MnmgHnuit  to  tnanofhotare^  especially  if 
vs  idd  to  tliia  fire  per  cent,  the  expense  of 
Mgbt  and  other  chafes  of  importation  on 
m^  goods.  Tlie  five  per  cent,  in  the  bill  is 
Is  be  coUeetsd  oo  the  valne  of  the  goods  at  the 
law  ad  place  trf  importation;  the  valne  of 
pods  withm  tbe  Uidted  States  is  twenty-fire 
fcreoiLtiiore  than  they  cost  in  Europe;  adding 
tUi  therefore  to  the  other  advantages,  and  it 
v31  be  I  oMaderable  enoooragement ;  bnt,  be- 
tfss  all  this,  there  are  many  articles  made  here 
■s  ebeqi^  and  chewier  than  they  can  be  imported, 
faatltmen,  who  Iwve  given  us  this  information, 
bow  the  hat  to  be  so  in  their  respective 
StMcB;  ED  tbeOL  therefore,  the  operadon  of  the 
■MSnre  would  be  jnst  and  politio,  bnt  it  does 
BM  s)riy  with  the  same  force  as  it  respects 
fioBthCndinaanidaomeother States.  Although 
taBortgn  sod  Fbiladelphia  they  can  mann&ctnre 
MrtaiB  waiM  die^>er  than  they  can  import 
tlwni,  yet  tbey  are  not  brought  at  the  same 
price  to  Ohsrieston :  hence  the  operation  is  nn- 
^■d  aad  a  partial  tax  npon  ns.  Another  thine 
to  be  con^dered  ia,  even  if  theae  articles  oonla 
tafsntdied  naat  hcnnesscheapas  weget  them 
ton  ibroad,  whether  we  shonld  have  eqnal 
■inntarast  If  «  csrao  of  noils  were  to  be 
■tt  to  Oarijinsi,  I  woud  be  glad  to  know  how 
*s  tn  to  pdrduse  ft!  Would  the  makers  of 
^DMbaeontentto  go  there  and  retail  thonl 
atheywonUftlMiymi^tbebronghtthere;  bnt 
I^iprehn)d,if  theyhaTe  not  eetabllahed  oon- 
■atiioiisin  that  oonntry,  they  coold  never  be 
ttftmi  at  Can  (be?  expect  the  plsntets  to 
Maw  In  a  body,  and  tue  off  their  goods  upon 
Mrarriralt  It  Is  not  even  expected  that  lliey 
<nU;  it  moat  be  left  to  them  to  judge,  whether 
ttsy  do  not  pordMse  tfaam  in  a  bett«r  way,  by 
tioDg  them  npon  credit,  and  paying  for  them 
ktborat^.  Oeotlemen  will  not  pretend  to 
s^  tbat  we  do  not  know  our  own  interest,  and 
ftcKfere  tfaej  wiU  teach  ns.  These  reasons  wUI 
MgsdovB  with  tbe  people;  they  will  take 


not  argue  from  the  fiict,  that  we  do  not  oonsnme 
the  articles  made  within  their  States,  as  readily 
and  wiUingly  as  those  imported  from  abroad, 
merely  because  we  do  not  wish  to  enconrage 
them.  Facts  prove  the  direct  contrary :  we  have 
shown  a  disposition  b>  enconrage  articles  frum 
their  States  which  con  be  made  in  our  State  in 
great  abundance.  I  will  mention  a  few  of  them, 
although  it  may^pear  disgraceful  for  South 
Carolina  to  take  from  any  oonntry  what  she  can 
fbmish  herself.  We  have  imported  to  the  titw 
of  Oharleeton  v^etafales  for  table  nse,  which 
we  con  ruse  as  well  as  any  part  of  the  world ; 
yet  no  complaint  was  made  oy  the  agrionltoral 
interest  of  that  Stat«,  that  we  imported  foreign 
productions  to  their  pr^ndloe;  no  dnty  was 
imposed  to  diaoonrsge  the  use  of  them ;  all  we 
con^dered  was,  whether  they  came  oheu>er 
when  bronght  from  abroad  thim  when  raised  at 
home,  conolnding  the  cheapest  to  be  the  best 

On  the  same  principles  that  are  now  nrged, 
onr  dUzens  tm^t  have  contended  that  we 
shonld  impose  a  duty  on  all  articles  which  could 
be  prodnoed  at  home.  So  imposition  <»  the 
importation  was  Imd  in  order  to  encAnrage  the 
productions  of  onr  oonntry ;  the  same  principle 
onght  to  hare  induced  us  to  lay  a  duty  on  the 
importation  of  floor.  Wemakebntlittleof  that; 
OUT  coDstitnents  consume  rice  in  place  of  it. 
It  might  have  been  said  that  a  heavy  duty 
shonld  have  been  IMd  in  order  to  prevent  the 
interfbreifce  with  onr  staple  commodity.  The 
planters  shonld  have  s^^  we  will  compel  yon 
to  eat  rice,  and  after  beine  some  time  in  the 
habit  yon  will  And  yon  will  like  it  as  well  as 
we ;  indeed,  this  argument  might  be  extended 
to  a  measure  calculated  to  oblige  the  other  States 
to  nse  rice  in  their  daily  food.  It  mi^ht  be  ssid, 
that  it  WBS  necessary  in  order  to  give  enoonrage- 
ment  to  the  prodnotions  of  the  Southern  States, 
but  I  believe  such  argnments  wonld  have  had 
no  weight  if  they  had  been  nsed ;  yet  they  are 
similar  to  what  have  been  brought  forward  by 
gentlemen  for  the  eneooragement  of  domestio 
muinfactares. 

Hr.  Speaker,  if  gmtlemen  are  content  with 
moderate  duties,  we  are  willing  to  agree  to  them 
and  give  every  reasonable  encouragement  In  onr 
power,  bnt  we  cannot  consent  to  very  great  op- 
pression. I  once  more  wish  that  genUemen 
will  oonsider  great  duties  aa  imposing  a  heavier 
burthen  npon  the  Southern  States,  aa  they  im- 
port more,  the  other  less ;  and  the  sum  we  pay 
towards  the  revenoe  must  tie  in  proportion  to 
onr  importation.  I  therefore  move,  in  order  to 
begin  wiUi  the  first  article,  that  distilled  q>irit0 
be  reduced  six  cents  per  gaDon. 

Hr.  Jaoksok  seconded  this  motion,  and  wonld 
astdgn  his  reasons  fbr  it,  but  they  had  been  so 
fWIy  stated  by  tbe  honorable  mover. 

lir.  Ambs. — I  wish  the  committee  may  omi- 
uder,  with  tbe  attention  the  snljject  demands, 
whetber  the  dnties  are  too  high  or  noti  It  is 
hardly  possible,  I  own,  U>  contemplate  this  nb- 
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}«ot  a*  a  practical  qneetkHu  W«  shaU  find  it 
necessary  to  ooosider  attentively,  before  w« 
prooeed  any  farther,  what  the  objeots  of  onr 
OoTernnwDt  are ;  and,  having  discovered  them, 
we  are  to  consider  whether  uie  proposed  me»r 
■ore  will  aoaver  the  pnrpose*  intended.  I  be- 
lieve in  every  point  <^  view  that  we  can  poa- 
ribly  consider  it,  the  anlnect  of  revenne  will  be 
thoittht  to  be  one  of  the  primary  oi^ects  to 
whicn  the  power  of  Government  eitends.  It 
has  long  been  ^>prehendAd,  that  an  ill  adminiH- 
batkon  of  the  new  otKutitatioD  wa«  more  to  be 
feared,  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
than  any  hostility  tnaa  the  prindplea  trf'  tlie 
oonstitntion.  Of  all  the  (qMratioaa  of  Govern- 
mrat,  those  which  conoem  tasstion  are  the 
meet  delicate  as  well  as  the  moat  important. 
This  observation  applies  ta  all  governments. 
Bevenae  ia  the  sonl  of  Government,  and  if  snch 
4  sool  had  not  l>eea  breathed  into  onr  body 
politic  it  woold  have  been  a  lifeless  earoase,  fit 
only  to  be  boried.  1  would  wiah  this  soul  might 
be  actuated  by  radonal  principles,  that,  in  estab- 
liahing  a  revenne  system,  we  might  go  on  a 
■iqterior  principle  to  that  which  has  heretofore 
been  the  governing  principle  in  the  United 
States;  that  we  mixht  consider  what  was  moet 
adeqnate  to  the  object.  The  nature  of  the 
revenue  system  in  this  Government  is  to  the  last 
decree  important ;  for  want  of  the  sool,  the  late 
Qovernmeat  was  found  ntteiiy  incapable  of  in- 
vigoratii^  and  protecting  indastry,  or  semiring 
the  Union;  therefore  these  seem  to  be  the  great 
objects  which  we  are  to  scoompliah.  I  consider 
the  present  qnestion  as  a  direct  ^plication  to 
the  principles  of  the  oonatitntion ;  it  will  either 
■opport  or  destroy  them.  If  the  revenne  sys- 
tem should  fall  with  on>ressive  wei|^t  oa  the 
people,  if  it  shall  iqjare  some  in  their  dearest 
interests,  it  will  shake  t^  fooudation  <tf  the 
Government.  However  the  nBwqi^»era  may 
stand  your  friends,  and  tnunpet  forth  p«ii«^- 
ics  on  the  new  oonatitntion,  if  your  admmis- 
tration  doee  not  give  aatiafoctiiNi,  yoa  will  find 
all  ineffeotoal  that  they  can  do,  whilst  the  people 
are  agunst  yon.  This  bting  Emitted,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  posh  their  regnlaljous  too  fiir ; 
tiiej  win  OMisider  the  weaknesses  and  pr^dices 
of  the  iodividnal  members  of  the  iJnioci. 
When  they  lay  a  tax,  they  wiU  conuder  how 
fitr  it  is  agreeable  to  them,  and  how  fkr  the 
meaanre  ia  wise  in  itael£  If  it  ia  sold  the  article 
to  be  taxed  is  a  Iniory,  and  the  Gk>vemment  is 
ualooa  to  oorreot  the  vice,  they  will  be  carefol 
they  do  not  do  it  in  too  severe  a  manner ;  the 
principle  would  be  capaUe  of  ^reat  expansion : 
all  the  eiijoymenta  of  social  life  are  InzDriea, 
and,  aa  objects  of  revenue^  we  ought  to  set  a 
price  on  the  eqjoyment,  withont  suppressing 
their  use  altogether.  Neither  onght  we  to  con- 
fer what  the  article  in  tbia  point  of  view  is 
able  to  pay,  so  mtich  aa  what  we  may  reaatmablj 
expect  to  collect  from  it. 

Mr.  Madisok. — The  ridit  anderstaoding  of 
this  suMect  is  of  great  miportaoce.  The  dis- 
onadon  baa  been  dniwn  out  to  a  very  oouadera- 


ble  leogtb  on  former  occaai Am.  The  chain  d 
ideaa  on  which  the  snqjeot  ia  ennieadfld,  ia  bs< 
very  long,  nor  oonustsi^  many  linKs.  Tbepre» 
ent  oonstdtntion  waa  framed  to  sopply  the  d* 
feots  of  the  one  that  has  preoeded  it.  Tbi 
great  and  material  defbeCa  of  it  are  wdl  knowi 
to  have  arisen  fnai  ita  inability  to  tvovide  Set 
the  demands  of  Jnstioe  and  aeoari^  ot  tbt 
Union.  To  anmly  thoae  defeola,  we  are  boant 
to  fatfil  the  pnbUo  engagemmta;  axpeetataeat.  ii 
anzioosly  waiting  tlM  remit  of  our  ddibar* 
tiona;  it  cannot  be  satisfied  withont  a  gnflkaen) 


tion.  Among  the  varioasol^eota<tf  tbia  n 
an  impost  on  merchandise  inUKNted  ie  profora 
ble  to  all  others,  and  among  tne  long  list  of  ar 
tides  included  in  the  bill,  iban  ia  not  <Hie  man 
proper  for  the  pnrpose  than  the  artiele  nndai 
coa^derati<HL  Thepnbliesentimeiit  haaatrong 
ly  pointed  itont  as  anot^eetof  revaina.  loeo 
oeive,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  oar  duty  to  drai 
from  this  source  all  the  money  that  it  is  capabb 
of  yielding.  I  am  sore  that  it  will  not  exceei 
our  wants,  nor  extend  to  the  iqjnry  of  onr  oou 
merce.  How  far  the  powers  of  GovemmoB 
are  capable  of  going  on  this  occamon,  is  nutta 
of  opinion ;  we  have  had  no  dlirect  esperineai 
of  what  can  be  done  under  Ibe  enei^  and  pop 
ularity  of  the  new  system ;  we  most  reonr  ti 
other  sonrcea  for  informatics,  and  then,  nnlea 
the  cironmataooee  are  alike,  the  oompariwKi  m^ 
not  be  true.  We  have  been  referred  to  llie  ex 
perience  of  other  nations ;  if  that  is  to  goide  a 
on  this  subject,  I  am  sure  we  shall  find  preee 
dents  for  gmng  much  farther  than  is  now  pro 
posed.  Ill  do  not  mistake  the  calcnlationa  tha 
I  have  seen  ot  dnties  on  importation,  tha; 
amount  to  more  on  an  average  tlian  fiftoen  pa 
cent. ;  the  doty  on  ardent  spirits  in  all  natioa 
exceeds  what  is  in  contemplation  to  be  laid  u 
the  United  States,  t  am  seoaible  that  the  mean 
which  are  used  by  those  nations  to  inanre  tit 
collection,  would  be  odions  and  aafOtypVT  in  thi 
conntry;  but  I  believe  the  means  which  tiu 
country  is  enable  of  using,  without  ezcitaai 
otMnplunt  or  inoniring  too  much  eipcnse,  wtmli 
be  as  adeqnate  to  seenre  a  dnty  of  fifteen  pe 
cent,  aa  the  powers  of  any  other  nation  oooli 
be  to  obt^n  ninety  or  one  bondred  fta  cent, 
pay  great  reqiect  to  the  opiniooa  W  meroaotil 
genUemen,  and  am  vrilling  to  oonoede  mnoh  t 
th«n,  eo  far  as  their  opinions  are  r^pilated  i^ 
experience ;  bnt  if  I  am  to  be  guided  by  this  ip 
formation,  it  will  not  lead  me  to  agree  to  th 
redaction  of  the  duties  in  the  manner  contend 
ed  for.  It  is  said,  that  if  we  reduce  at  all,  w 
most  go  through  the  whde.  Now  I  donb 
whether  the  duty  mi  the  article  of  mm  esoeed 
that  proportion  which  pervades  the  long  list  iN 
fore  na.  It  doee  not  amonnt  to  more  than  thirf 
per  cent.,  while  smne  other  artidee  stand  a 
fbrty;  aome  artides  a^a  that  are  not  e&unM 
rated,  bnt  which  &11  within  the  general  maae  a 
five  per  oenL,  are  more  likely  to  be  intraduoei 
dandestiualy  than  thia  aitioU,  if  it  stood  at  fif^ 
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I  amnre,  if 


rednoe  Hxe  whole 

proposed,  all  the 

oolleet  will  be  totj  in- 


diitT««BhtD  bsBble 

tmp«KA  to  what  the  pablio  n«oeMritieB 
■and.  T«  tonst  torn  our  ejea,  then,  to  » 
otb*  Konw  that  will  fill  up  the  dofioiencj. 
IWeire  bat  two  olgeots  to  which  in  tbie  di- 
la^weom  hare  reoonrae— direct  taxation 
aid  txciNi.  IKreot  tazation  is  not  oontem- 
plMd  bj  »Bj  gentleman  on  this  floor,  nor  are 
evontfitMtits  prepared  for  snoh  a  system  of 
ttnoBe;  O^  ezpeot  it  will  not  be  ^)pti«d  to, 
■U  it  ii  fbtmd  that  anffident  fimds  cannot  be 
akuiaed  in  anj  othw  way.  Ezdeea  would  give 
fMrtkriar  diagdrt  in  aotne  States,  thereibre  gen- 
tlnai  wiS  not  make  iqt  tiie  defioiency  from 
Ott  qnariw.  I  Qiink,  upon  the  whole,  it  is 
tatttc  to  trj  what  will  be  produced  by  a  rfan 
•Udi  iibTorad  by  the  pnblio  fientimeDt  This 
"""  — "  a  ntqiort  to  ow  laws  eqaaJ  to  the 
(tf  a  strong  eiecntion.  Theoit- 
»  know  that  their  indlTidnal  in- 
ted  -wtth  the  public.  We  shall 
An  htn  Om  itrong  motive  of  interest  soting  in 
b<w  of  tte  Govermnent  in  a  pecnliar  manner, 
Bu  I  an  not  inclined  to  tnut  too  much  to  tbie 
I  would  take  in  the  aid  of  the  beet 
r  poiver  to  provide ;  theee  actr- 
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>,  notwhbrtanding,  will  perast  in  con- 
g  apjnet  moh  a  system,  and  cannot  offer 
■  anbgttt&te,ireiDi]st  &U  of  the  primary  ob- 
)Nt  for  which  Uie  OovM-nment  wai  created. 
a  ipDD  eiMricnoe  ire  find  that  the  dn^ee  can- 
M  to  tmj  eoUeoted,  it  may  be  proper  to  re- 
^M  tbm ;  bat  if  we  set  them  too  low  in  the 
b*  iHtaoee,  and  they  do  not  yield  a  ertfOdency 
to  ■>««!  the  Just  demanda  of  the  pnblio  credi- 
teniBdthe  expenses  of  GDvermnent,  thepnb- 
lia  nintMion  most  soffer. 

Mr.  Blud. — I  jcrfn  with  the  gentlemen  who 
■edvpowd  to  lower  the  dntiee.  Althongh  I 
M  the  iwewrit/  we  are  mider  of  nUMng  re- 
wne  M  rnnoh  as  ■d;  other  gentleman  poosibly 
(■,  yet  I  think  we  onght  to  deliberate  fhlly 
<¥«  tbe  means  before  we  adopt  them.  It  is 
temtraUe,  na^  it  is  self-evident,  that  1a;ring 
li^  duties,  in  the  flrst  instance,  will  b^t 
"■will in.  and  I  teta  onr  r«^;alaCions,  reepect^ 
■f  the  ooQeetion,  will  prove  the  impraoticabi- 
B^rf  defeating  the  pr&ctioe.  But  when  we 
*Mt  la  eoB^der  the  subject  in  another  point  of 
*f>'i  I  tnst  sncih  a  eyetem  will  be  fonnd  nn- 
■MMKy.  Tbe  ennmerated  uiiolea  in  this 
Mm  vaj  unmerona;  they  are  taxed  from 
■KriMr  ent.  downwards;  the  general  edbm 
fjt  in  per  tieOL  The  oalcnlatifms  made  by 
'■•htB Oottgnaa,  who  no  doubt  mxtnrely  con- 
wnd  the  mt^eet,  fttmd  a  list  of  eidit  artides 
■ly,  and  thoae  at  raie-finirth  or  one^lfth  of  the 


■d  fifty-^z  dtdlan  anotuSy. 

Vh«n  we  add  to  this  oaktilBtion  a  dronm- 
rtMu  «f  ■otoria^,  tke  tocreaaB  oT  our  Impor- 


tation, we  shall  find  that  we  levy,  or  mean 
to  levy,  greater  satna  than  the  pnblio  neceesi- 
tiee  require.  There  will  not  be  fonnd  apode 
enough  within  the  United  States  to  pay  the  du- 
ties:  fbnr  times  therate  of  what  thefotmer  Con- 
gress recommended,  will  produce  three  millions 
di  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  enumera- 
tion is  four  times  as  great  also ;  hence  we  may 
infer,  that  the  amount  will  reach  thirteen  or 
fourteen  miUions.  At  least  we  sh^  be  con- 
vinced that  we  are  upon  too  hi^  a  acala  But 
where  is  the  necesdty  of  raiong  the  impost  to 
this  degree  t  There  are  other  means  of  revenue, 
and  SQch  as  will  not  give  disgust.  We  have 
already  proposed  a  duty  on  tonnage ;  there  is 
the  post-office,  and  some  other  things  which  the 
ingenuity  of  Government  can  devise  and  is  en- 
titled to,  for  the  purpose  of  revenue ;  if  it  is 
therefore  unnecessary  to  levy  such  oppressive 
taxes,  what  other  pretext  can  be  set  up  for 
adopting  the  system  I  Independent  of  every 
other  consideration,  thia  ought  to  induce  us  to 
lower  them.  Bat  there  are  other  and  weighty 
oondderationa ;  but  aa  they  have  been  welt 
urged  by  the  gentleman  ^m  Massadinsetta, 
(Mr.  Aires,)  I  ahall  not  touch  upon  them.  It  is 
said,  that  it  is  merely  matter  of  opinion  whether 
they  are  too  high  or  not ;  if  so,  let  ua  be  care- 
ful not  to  venture  too  &r  on  anoh  gronnd.  It 
will  be  much  better  to  reduce  it  in  tbe  manner 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Carolina, 
and  inorease  it  beteaftca-,  than  etnun  the  meft- 
sure  too  hif^  at  present. 

Mr.  Sbebius. — ^After  this  BDb|eot  had  been 
debated  in  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  then 
in  the  HoQse  upon  the  report,  and  every  argu- 
ment that  could  be  thought  of  had  been  ur^ad, 
both  on  the  general  and  particular  amount  (rf 
the  duties  proposed,  and  the  probable  efieeta 
of  a  deduction,  I  did  not  expect  to  have  heard 
the  same  debate  take  place  agtdn.  G^itlemen 
have  a  large  field  to  display  their  abilities  in, 
but  I  do  not  tbink  it  contains  any  new  matter 
that  will  induce  a  single  gentleman  to  alter  his 
opinion  on  the  snbject.  The  great  object  is  to 
ruse  a  sum  of  money  adequate  to  supply  our 
wants ;  and  let  us  dispute  as  we  will  about  the 
mode,  the  iact  is  it  must  be  raised.  Tbe  peo- 
ple have  sent  their  repr^entativea  here  for  tliis 
purpose;  it  is  for  their  benefit  that  we  raise  the 
mouOT,  and  not  for  any  peculiar  advantage  to 
oUTBetvee;  the  objects  are  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
to  provide  ibr  the  general  welftre  of  the  com- 
mtmity.  The  first  of  theee  oltjeots  I  take  to  be, 
that  we  pay  our  debts.  There  are  very  many 
meritorious  characters  who  {hmished  ua  with 
essentials  in  the  hour  of  imminent  danger,  who, 
from  the  imbecility  of  our  former  Government^ 
have  not  been  able  to  get  even  the  interest  of 
what  they  loaned  us.  I  believe  it  ia  the  first 
wish  of  the  people  throughout  the  United  States 
to  do  justice  to  the  pnbno  creditors,  and  to  do 
it  in  such  a  manner,  that  each  may  contribute 
an  equal  part  according  to  his  abilities.  We 
have  very  oonsiderable  arrearages  due  on  this 
aooonnt,  npon  not  only  the  d<nnastio  bat  tav 
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toga  debt;  there  are  amoral  tiutaliBentB  not 
7^  diachaieed,  and  oonraderable  of  the  intMeat 
not  ret  paid.  Hoatatementoanbeiiudeofthe 
ezpeasea  rfOoTemment,  aoaa  to  anwrtain  what 
qnantitf  of  rareniie  will  be  demanded  on  that 
bead,  bat  MTuig  that  thej  will  be  mnoh  the 
BBine  nnder  tlua  GoTenunent  bb  the  former,  and 
we  shall  have  oooarion  fbr  a  verj  oonriderable 
mm  to  dafraj  the  expenaea.  I  believe  ve  are 
not  able  to  make  a  verj  aoonrate  calculation  of 
what  the  iTrtem,  proposed  in  the  bill,  will 
^eld.  The  late  OongreBs  GontenipUl«d  B  mil- 
Uon  of  dollars  fWiin  Uiis  soorce,  which,  in  aid 
of  the  reqnifflldon,  they  Buppoeed  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  of  pajring  the  inatalmenta  of  the  na- 
tional debt  and  intereet;  bat  that  amn  alone 
will  sow  befbnnd  very  short  of  what  is  wanted 
withont  the  aid  of  direct  taxes.  It  Is  very  ma- 
terial that  we  lay  the  bnrthen  as  equal  as  posm- 
ble,  in  whatever  mode  we  porsne  to  obtain  re- 
venne :  a  great  deal  of  care  has  been  taken  in 
dletribatdng  the  profiortion  with  eqnity ;  I  ^>- 
prehend,  therefore,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
make  it  mnch  more  equitable  by  any  alteration 
than  it  ia  at  present.  I  think,  also,  that  the 
people  will  pay  more  freely  a  duty  of  this  nature 
than  they  will  in  direct  taiea.  If  gentlemen 
prev^  in  getting  the  dutiea  lowered  to  what 
the  late  OonnesB  proposed,  they  will  find  them- 
selves obliged  to  have  reoonrse  to  direct  taxa- 
tion for  a  million  and  a  half|  or  two  milliona 
of  dollara.  It  then  only  remans  fbr  us  to  oon- 
mder,  whether  it  will  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
people  to  reduce  the  impost  in  this  manner,  and 
ruse  the  deficiency  by  direct  taxes.  If  these 
dntiea  are  to  be  considered  as  a  tax  on  the  trad- 
ing part  of  the  community  alone,  they  are  im- 
proper ;  but  this  I  believe  is  not  the  case ;  the 
oonsmner  pays  them  eventually,  and  they  pay 
no  more  than  they  choose,  because  they  have 
it  in  their  pwwer  to  determine  the  qoantity 
of  taxable  artiolea  they  will  nee.  A  tax  left  to 
be  paid  at  diaoretion  must  be  more  agreeable 
than  any  other.    The  merchant  considers  that 

S art  of  his  capital  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
nties  the  same  as  if  employed  in  trade^  and 
gets  the  same  profit  npon  it  as  on  the  original 
cost  of  tlie  oommodity. 

Hr.  WHiTB.^-When  this  system  first  came 
before  the  committee,  I  was  opposed  to  enter 
into  an  ennineration,  becanse  I  snpposed  mnch 
time  would  be  taken  np  in  the  discnsdon,  which 
would  be  an  absolute  loss  of  revenue,  perhaps 
to  a  greater  amoant  than  the  difference  between 
the  duties  of  such  a  system  and  the  one  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Congress;  but  as  it  was 
thonght  proper  by  the  committee  to  proceed  in 
the  way  that  we  have  done,  it  would  be  pre- 
eomption  in  me  to  say,  that  the  duty  on  every 
article  has  been  perfectly  .digested  and  proper- 
ly laid,  but  I  believe  every  article  stands  as 
well  as  con  be  npon  the  ioformotiun  we  are  in 
possession 'of  I  believe  very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
artielea  can  be  disapproved  of, 

Hr.  Ansa. — The  gentleman  from  Fennsylva- 
i^  set  oat  with  infbrming  as  that  nothing  new 


had  or  oonld  be  oBmi  on  the  sot^ect,  yet  yoa 
found,  Ur.  Ohaiiman,  the  gentleman  had  a  ffiMd 
deal  to  aay,  whidi  I  tiunwit  new  and  madi  te 
the  pnrpoae.  As  to  app^^  tb^  obeervatkB 
to  myself  in  common  with  the  advoMtss  fet 
low  dotle^  I  ahall  deelhie  it,  only  noting  tiut 
the  long  disonssion  which  the  enttJeot  has  hsd, 
would  restrain  me  trcaa  rimng  on  this  occmob, 
more  than  any  remarks  of  the  nature  made  b; 
the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  Oonneel- 
icut ;  bat  1  am  aotnoted  by  hi^er  motlTee  tlua 
a  regard  to  my  own  feelings,  ^erwise  I  should 
come  relnctantty  forward  to  press  aigmnenta 
which  the  oonunittee  mar  be  btigaed  wiUi 
listening  to.  Bat  I  te«\  eaoi  etrotur  imprtrioDi 
on  my  mind,  with  regard  to  the  effeots  onr  im- 
post Uw  is  likely  to  produoe,  that  I  cannot  pM 
It  over  with  a  mlent  vot&  I  most  admooiA 
gentlemen,  that  the  evmts  which  may  result 
from  onr  present  measnres  are  of  the  raxt 
alvming  nature.  When  I  was  np  before,  I 
endeavored  to  show  the  degree  of  power  tha 
Government  could  exercise  withont  bdi« 
charged  with  an  ill  administratitHi.  I  BhaD 
now  proceed  briefly  to  connder  the  arguments 
used  in  reply  to  what  has  been  advanced  by 
the  advocates  for  moderate  duties.  I  beUere  it 
ia  a  good  mle  to  judge  of  the  strength  ofacaun 
by  the  argnmenta  used  to  defend  it;  and  hen 
I  must  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  ride  of  the  qnestion  hm 
adduced  not  one  to  support  their  opinion  that 
haa  oarried  oonviotion  to  my  mind.  I  conaida 
that,  by  a  deciuon  of  this  question,  the  good 
which  the  new  Government  is'  eipei^ted  to  pra- 
dnoe  may  be  rendered  problematical.  Thou^ 
I  am  fully  impreesed  with  the  neoeesity  th«e  is 
for  revenue  to  supply  the  public  expenses,  yet  I 
cannot  believe  we  are  likely  to  obtain  more  bj 
heavy  duties  than  by  temperate  coes,  and  it  ii 
to  this  point  that  my  argnments  tend.  1  d» 
not  believe  that  in  eVher  cose  we  shall  procote 
hlly  sufficient  to  supply  the  puMo  demands. 
H  we  have  to  prooore  8,000,000  dollara,  1  tsd- 
tnre  to  say,  not  near  the  half  conld  be  rused  br 
an  impost  system ;  bat  admitting  that  it  could 
by  a  high  scale  of  duties  for  the  flnt  yesr,  it 
could  not  be  done  in  the  snbeaqauit  ones.  Now 
I  regard  this  as  apercnanent  system  of  revenne, 
rather  than  a  productive  one;  if  it  is  Itud  liigb, 
yon  will  find  yonr  collectiwi  annually  diminiah. 
Now,  will  any  Government  take  such  measara 
in  gathering  in  ita  harvest,  as  to  min  the  swll 
WiU  they  rack-rent  their  tenants  in  such  a  maih 
ner  as  to  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  improv- 
ing the  estate?  Buoh  can  never  be  the  polic; 
of  this  enlightened  country.  We  know,  from 
the  frmdomental  principles  of  republics,  thai 
pnbhc  opinion  gives  the  tone  to  every  notion  ol 
the  Government — the  laws  ongbt  to  ootro&poai 
With  the  habits  and  manners,  nay,  I  may  ^noal 
add,  wishes  of  the  people.  Wdl,  Ur.  Chair 
man,  we  are  told  a  tax  upon  rum  is  popolor;  J 
will  agree  with  the  genUemen ;  but  still  a  hig) 
duty  will  induce  people  to  run  it,  and  Otoa^ 
may  pof  the  tax  withont  ooro 
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fliiniDe  jet  it  will  go  into  the  poukets  of  indi- 
lidntb  rbo  defrand  joor  revoue.  Gentlemen 
ban  wropltined  that  we  do  not  aS«r  a  anbeti- 
mt  tot  what  wo  find  Emit  with.  I  will  en- 
dcaiw  to  ezpUo  a  ^ratem  I  would  plaoe  in  the 
nm  df  lUtL  I  woidd  redooe  the  dntiea  gener- 
illf  n  kw  *e  to  hold  oat  no  -enoonrafiement  to 
■wttliiift;  in  tbia  caae^  it  is' more  than  proba- 
U^  tte  imomit  of  the  import,  at  the  end  of  one 
jtH,  woaid  exceed  the  colleation  mider  the 
(rwat  rate.  Bj  giving  this  proof  of  modera- 
tjoi  nd  wiadom,  we  ahoold  obtain  the  pnblio 
kv  and  oonfidenoe ;  the  Govenunent  wonld 
Wawpiring  atnngth,  ita  moToneata  would  be 
■on  eartain,  and  we  ooold  in  eveij  eobeeqaeDt 
JMT  eitaad  tlie  mtem,  and  make  tbe  whole 
jwdatiTe;  than  n  voud  be  in  the  power  of 
uennuDent,  b7  ud^  to  improve  onr  agriool- 
''itnrea,  and  oonuneroe,  Onr  im- 
r  Terr  great;  by  the  inorease  of 
. .  1,  we  ahall  prabablf  find  our  reve- 
>w  prodaca  twioe  as  mnch  eeven  ^eara  henoe 
ai  it  Bta  be  eqwoted  to  do  at  preaent, 

Jb-Humow. — ^Let  DB  OMnporo  the  probable 
Moiiiit  (rfthe  rercame  pn^oeed  to  be  r^aed  ij 
tleitpitai,  Irish  what  is  raised  in  Great  Brit- 
aa,  ud  we  ihall  be  ^it  to  infer  that  they  are 
an  looppnadve  M  gentlemui  aeem  to  inonnate. 
Tiling  the  hi^ieat  ealunate  thatlhave  heard 
■nnlMoed,  and  it  will  not  prodnoa  three  mll- 
itMtfdoQan  The  popolalacHi  of  the  United 
Bute*  eieeeda  three  n^lliona  of  Bonla,  henoe  the 
lu  doca  not  amonnt  to  one  dt^lar  per  head. 
QtMt  Kitain,  <m  the  hl^wat  eatiniation,  doea 
loteoDtain  M^t  miUiooa  of  inhabitonta,  and 
kiaa  aoanal  levenaeto  provide  of  thuieen 
■nffim  aUrling.  It  ia  troe,  she  haa  reooone 
la  otbtr  meana  be^dea  an  impoat  for  the  pnr- 
poM  of  obtaining  aneh  a  revenue ;  but  uoee 

"^ n  are  oertainly  more  olfjeotioaable  in 

-'-  ■   obere. 

1  tight 
■Wirt  la  mnch  aa  ia  reqoired  bj  the  United 
Blabaj  now,  whero  ia  the  propriety  of  making 
a  eonpariaoa  between  than  I 

Ur.  BuDwis  aaked  if  the  Govwnment  of  the 
usitad  Sutea  of  America  waa  fonr  or  five  timea 
nne  to  be  administered  than  the  Govern- 
Mtti  ia  Eon^  f  Whether  the  pnblio  (pinion 
nafoor  or  five  timeamore  on&vorable  to  snob 
■  ■dauaiMiMiant  If  these  qneetiona  are  an- 
■r«d  in  the  affirmatiTe,  then  the  inferences 
vUd  geotlemen  have  drawn,  of  the  imprso- 
iaHStj  <a  ooUecting  the  datiea  laid  in  the 
U,  in  jnaL  Bat  thu  ie  not  allowing  the  Ge- 
anl  Goreniment  the  common  chance  of  eze- 
wiag  iu  lawa.  If  it  were  the  wont  Govern- 
■Mti  on  aarth,  it  mi^t  be  allowed  a  ohance  of 
Uaa  one  ^narter  of  what  oUiera  perform.  If 
*•  fad  by  expOTienoe,  tiut  we  are  too  weak  to 
■ante  a  ayatam  which  ia  ao  much  easier  than 
■■Waatiooahaveadtmted,  it  mi^  be  proper  to 
mak.  We  ahallU  better  able  to  lodge  how 
fa  we  are  likely  to  aoeoeed,  when  ttw  bill  tor 
■acoaactkxiorthereTtanuis  brought  forward. 


Imfortt.  [H.  w  S. 

Such  a  bill  ia  now  in  the  handa  of  a  committees 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  when  they  report  It,  it 
will  be  fbond  anSdent  to  Inanre  toe  collection; 
till  then,  it  will  be  beat  to  oondnoe  die  rate  aa 
it  atanda. 

Ur.  BonDDioT. — When  we  condder  the  ar- 
goments  of  gentlemen  on  both  sidea  of  thia 
qnestion,  we  ehall  find  they  do  not  differ  so 
much  aa,  on  a  snperfidal  view,  gentlemen  may 
be  led  to  imagine.  It  is  agreed,  that  a  revenne 
most  be  obtained  adequate  to  our  wants ;  bnt 
some  gentlemen  think  we  shall  not  receive  a 
greater  Bum,  beoaaae  wo  lay  a  high  dnty ;  in 
this  opinion  I  am  with  them.  I  thmk  the  pre- 
sent is  a  favorable  time  to  lay  an  impoet  dnty, 
and  expect  veir  considerable  aid  from  Qaa  pub- 
lic spirit;  bnt  I  am  in  favor  of  a  low  duty,  be- 
canse  I  wonld  do  nothing  to  check  that  spirit 
If  we  lay  high  daties,  and  a  man  finda  amog- 
gling  the  most  profitable  bnsinms  he  can  follow, 
we  shall  have  to  contend  with  private  intereat 
If  we  1^  a  light  duty  of  thiny  or  forty  per 
cent,  the  temptation  will  be  too  atrong  for 
resiBtanoes  and  the  snm  collected  may  not 
amount  to  ten  per  oent.  on  the  whole  imporbh 
tion ;  whereat  if  we  lay  twenty  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  the  whole  may  probably  be  oolleoted,  and 
the  treasury  be  better  flllod,  beoanae  it  doea  not 
hold  ont  so  strong  an  indncement  to  evade  the 
payment  of  the  dattee. 

Another  objection  has  been  state^  which  li 
of  great  weight :  a  system  of  high  dntiea  will 
necMsarily  engage  us  in  a  system  of  drawbacks. 
If  we  are  forced  into  this  measnre,  it  will  be  a 
great  iigory  to  the  revenue. 

Wo  ooKht  also  to  consider  the  inconvenience 
to  which  high  dntiea  will  subject  onr  merchanta. 
It  is  a  common  case  in  America,  that  onr  mer- 
cantile ct^iitals  are  limited.  Genttemen  en- 
gaged in  commerce  can  HI  spare  so  large  a  pro- 
portion in  the  payment  ot  dntiea. 

It  haa  been  mentioned  by  ^ntlemen,  that 


ncnltiea  in  obtaining  it.  Bnt  I  ask  gentlemen, 
whether  Great  Britain  ever  laid  such  a  hi|^ 
dnty  in  the  first  instance,  as  we  are  about  to 
impose  !  I  believe  they  did  not  r  they  began,  I 
apprehend,  with  moderate  daties,  and  increaaed 
them  as  circomstanoee  anthorixed,  when  the 
people  became  habitnated  to  the  imboffition. 
This  is  the  very  principle  I  wish  to  adopt,  and 
show  the  world  that  our  conduct  ia  founded  is 
wiedom,  propriety,  and  experience.  If  we  shall 
diiicover  onr  mist^e  in  laying  high  duties,  and 
are  driven  by  necessity  to  reduce  them,  such 
measnres  will  operate  to  the  iigury  of  the  fiiir 
trader ;  whereas,  if  we  inorease  tlunn  by  de- 
grees, it  will  be  rather  favorable  to  their  inter- 
est than  otherwise ;  at  all  events,   it  will  injure 

If  a  sense  of  the  committee  could  be  obtained 
on  s  general  reduction  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  oent. 
on  tt:«  rate  the  articles  now  stand  at,  I  should 
be  glad  to  vote  in  f^vor  of  ench  a  motion;  but 
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I  oonld  not  spproTe  of  redndug  the  Briiole  of 
mm  alone,  beciuiM  I  do  not  tiilnk  it  charged 
ODt  of  proportion  with  the  others. 
Mr.  JioceoN  difibred  from  hia    ooUeagne, 

g[r.  B^LDWni.)  He  tJionght,  althoo^  the 
ritish  l^d  four  ahiUlngs  on  nun,  thej  did  not 
wllect  it;  and  tliat  their  onatom-hotue  esta- 
bliahmenta  were  so  ezpendve,  as  to  leave  a 
mere  trifle  for  the  net  prodnce  of  the  impost 
Aatj.  If  America  employed  ench  a  host  of  re- 
venue offloers  ta  to  seonre  the  payment  of  high 
duties,  there  would  be  very  little  left,  after 
oompeoBoting  their  servioea,  to  sapply  the  fede- 
ral treasury. 

Mr.  Wadswobte  desired  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider, that  the  aitizens  of  the  United  States 
owned  vessels  as  well  oalonlated  for  smoggling, 
as  any  that  were  employed  between  the  Nether- 
lands and  England ;  therefore,  they  had  little 
more  eeonrity  against  nnnggling  than  Great 
Britain. 

]£r.  Jackbos. — It  waa  well  ohserred  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Oonnectiont,  (Mr. 
W^iMWOBTE,)  that  America  has  veeeels  well 
ad&pted  for  smuggling :  I  can  deolare  it,  from 
mj  own  knowle^^  to  be  the  fact.  It  la  not, 
Mr.  Ohairman,  the  large  vessels  coming  off  long 
voyages  that  we  are  to  i^prtliend  danger  firom; 
It  is  onr  ooasters,  BrnaQ  veaselB  ccmstanOy  com- 
ing in.and  going  out;  these  can  nn  goods  traia 
foreign  porta  o^acent  to  the  TTnitcd  Btates; 
they  are  best  acquainted  with  the  nnfreqnented 
parts,  where  they  can  depoat  th«r  oargoee 
with  eafeij,  and  will  m&ke  use  of  these  advan- 
tages to  defraud  your  reveane.  , 

with  n^ard  to  the  equity  of  the  impwrt  sys- 
tem, I  conceive  direct  taxation  will  be  more 
equitable.  We,  in  the  Sonthem  Btates,  shall 
then  pay  in  proporiion  to  our  numbers;  but 
imder  this  law  we  shall  contribute  mnoh  i 

OenUemen  talk  of  improving  the  morals  of 
the  people  by  taxation.  For  my  part,  I  con- 
ceive revenue  has  nothing  to  do  witL  the  morals 
of  the  people ;  therefore,  such  considerations 
ha^'o  no  weight  on  my  mind.  All  that  I  con- 
template is,  drawing  as  much  money  as  we  can 
with  canity ;  and  here  I  believe  more  oan  be  ob- 
tained by  a  less  impost  than  by  a  greater;  there- 
fore, I  am  in  &vor  of  rednotng  the  dntiee.  It 
will  likewise  be  more  honorable  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  begin  graduaUr  and  win  the  aSbctiona 
of  the  peo^e,  rather  wmn  disgust  them  by  oi 

Sressive  measures;  for  if  we  lorn  their  ooni 
ance,  we  lose  onr  power  and  antbority. 
Mr.  Obbky. — It  appears  to  me,  that  gentle- 
men place  their  ailments  on  the  name  of  high 
doties,  rather  than  on  principle  ;  for  if  they 
were  certain  that  the  enet^  of  Government 
would  effect  til  they  aspire  at,  then  it  wonld 
follow,  that  we  have  nouiing  more  to  do  than 
to  name  the  anm  we  want,  Bnt  if  tbese  ideas 
are  not  well  supported,  the  superstructure  thev 
have  reused  upon  them  mnst  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  energy  of  yoor  Government  depends  npon 
the  approbation  of  the  people.  No  donbt  the 
dtuens  of  the  United  Btates  will  sopport  the 
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Government  they  have  adopted,  so  knlg  as  tb^ 
«>prove  the  nwMarea  H  porsnea,  hot  do  longer. 
Q^tlemen  tniat  mnch,  on  tUa  oooasifHi,  to  the 
co-operatiim  which  they  «n>eot  from  thrir  oaor 
e^taeata ;  bat  I  wonld  wish  them  to  examini 
this  argnment.  Theae  duties  are  to  be  collected 
from ,  Uie  several  States  into  which  oertain 
goods  are  imported.  If  the  people  of  Mase»- 
ohusetts  shall  conceive  any  particular  daty  pe- 
ooliarly  opOTcadve  oa  them,  they  will  oeek  to 
evade  it  This  opens  a  door  for  wnnggling  aB 
,the  other  artidee. 

I  oonc^ve  gwitloneo  to  be  mistaken  wiQi  ra- 
te the  efibots  which  hi^  duties  will  mo- 
mercantile  interaat.  I  tUnk  meM 
cannot  be  a  doabt  bnt  they  w^  be  obliged  to 
smn^e ;  if  they  mean  to  continne  thdr  bnri- 
ness,  their  capital  wiU  be  inHDffldoit  for  tim 
poiposee  of  commerce  and  the  payment  of  hi^ 
dutiea.  GentlemMi  will  not  draw  knowled^ 
frmn  the  experience  of  Great  Britain ;  tbara- 
fbre,  it  is  nnneoenary  to  adduce  her  exam^ei 
But  let  us  see  what  we  are  tanght  by  the  prao- 
tioe  of  our  own  Btates,  Massachnsetta  drew  a 
very  considerable  revenue  from  an  impost ;  dM 
IMely  tried  to  increase  it  by  doubling  the  du- 
ties ;  hot,  instead  of  d<^  so,  tbey  fennd  tbs 
revenue  lessened,  and  tbsj  were  ohHged  to  alt«r 
what  they  had  so  iijadidoaely  attempted.  I 
am  willing  to  snnKise  with  gentlemMi,  that  tlw 
Government  is  mvested  by  the  oofistitiitiao 
with  snfficient  energy  to  carry  any  regolatton 
of  this  kind  into  effset;  bat  is  this  the  time  to 
try  the  wiergy  of  yoor  Govammoit,  -wbeajaia: 
commerce  is  stro^iiisg  with  every  kind  of  Af- 
floulty  and  embarrassment  t  Formeriy  our  mer- 
chants were  able  to  extend  thmr  operstioas  by 
the  means  ttf  an  established  credit  in  Britaia; 
but  unfortonately  this  is  no  longer  the  case. 
How,  then,  is  it  possible  they  can  oontanoe  tticir 
trade,  when  yon  lop  off  another  part  <rf  Hub 
capital  I  Bceidee,  as  was  sud  by  the  worth; 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr.  BuvnX  tbei«  ia 
not  money  enough  ki  the  United  States  to  p«j 
the  duties.  I  believe  it  ia  well  known,  that  oar 
commerce  ia  greatly  distressed  by  the  nnivenal 
want  of  specie;  there  has  not  been  leas  in  ctr- 
crdation  for  many  years  Uian  there  is  at  tida 
time.  Gentlemein  who  have  [vtqiertj  oautot 
convert  it  into  money ;  then  how  will  the  nter- 
ohant  be  able  to  raise  cash  for  the  p^meat  of 
duties  eqnal  to  thirty  or  fbrty  pa-  cent,  cw  hb 
capital  f  These  are  serions  and  alanniiw  cir- 
cnmstanoea,  and  enoh  as  prove  to  my  mind  tlutt 
the  commerce  was  never  less  aUe  to  bear  ft  td^ 
impost  than  at  present,  nor  ever  stood  in  greate* 
need  of  the  fostering  hand  of  Government  fix 
ita  support.  IF  geoUemeo  are  ocnvineed  of  the 
truth  of  these  observations,  and  they  are  ao  no- 
torions  that  they  oanuot  have  eso^ied  the  know- 
ledge  of  any  one,  they  will  see  the  neceeiity  oi 
turning  tbur  attention  totfae  atoonnmement  of 
navigation  and  tilde,  rather  tiian  think  <rf  draw 
ing  an  opprearive  levnme  frmn  them. 

Mr.  MjuimoN  submitted,  wbethn  the  bnrth«a 
would  not  operate  mora  on  tlie  Bootheni  Stetei 
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tkn  tlw  Northern.  1^  datiea  ocmld  be  col- 
Ie(««dBi  Um  lCddle6tate9~tiiii  was  proved  hj 
thuaftneaeeoteameyean;  fbr  thej  had  eol- 
iMtad  in  tboM  Butes,  in  manj  inMamieB,  dntiei 
uMilj  mpul  to  what  were  propoeed.  In  the 
EMtan  States,  it  waa  the  Interest  of  the  dudq- 
faunn  ta  aee  tbe  duties  were  well  ooUected; 
O0J  had  been  impoaed  to  fovor  tJieir  intereate. 
Tht  dMiHaa  woiud  nert  tbeinwlree  in  aiding 
lb«  SaKnuDent  to  mrilect  the  duty  on  foreign 
1^  beeaaae  it  poriicalarir  interfered  with 
MBBUjim;  fromheneeheeondndedtliatthe 
fa^nMooiild  beeidleeted  with  tolerable  oertaint; 
«*■)  ia  that  oonntiy  meet  oonTeatent  for  oarry- 
fw» a dandeetine  trade. 

Ifr.  Amm  contended  that  it  woold  be  the  par- 
tJMdvintertat  ot  one  aet  of  men  to  evade  the 
prraeat  ef  the  dutiea.  Ab  maakiDd  voa  gov- 
«Md  br  intereat,  it  required  all  tba  attention  of 
ihaGoTtnuiMnttopreTtPtabreaehof  thelaw; 
bMaan,  nhm  tb*  baoka  and  bnlwarka  of  dft- 
oDce  btoken  down,  the  ftall  tide  of 
MTM  would  overflow  the  ooim- 
reeoUeetad  Uie  oirciunstanoes 
wiieli  MMded  the  depreciation  of  the  la(«  oon- 
tfatnM  mcnej,  8mne  penona,  from  motivee 
tf  iUmR  or  neeeMitjr,  Snt  made  %  distiiiotioa 
bKwen  it  and  apade,  and  althoti^  evear  ez- 
■tM  was  nado  by  tbe  patriotio  among  oar 
dtiMoa  to  prenait  the  ■'^"-■^  evil,  yet  evei^ 
tthg  waa  iaaofSclent;  tliej'  were  at  lengdi 
tU(nd  to  MquiesM  in  nMoaoree  they  eonld  not 
pmwt.  ThM  wna  ttie  eaae  on  that  oooadon, 
■i  will  be  the  ease  wheneiTer  onr  laws  or  re- 
pMkna  ran  eonnter  to  private  tntereat. 

Mr.  BoBifAK. — The  gentleman  ftam  Uana- 
AmM  (Hr.  Amb)  hia  aaid,  that  beoanse  we 
t^not  laiae  tb«  whole  som  neoeeaary  to  eopply 
oar  vMtt,  we  aboold  be  eontent  to  atop  naif 
wif .  I  know  we  dull  not  be  able  to  obt^ 
■mm;  000^  b;  tfae  impoat  to  p^  oS  our 
•Ma  Mt,  but  tlm  I  iriah  to  ndae  aa  modi  ^ 
fwaHtia  tUa  way.  I  believe  the  peo|de  are 
■Ut  ta  pi^  ae  mn^  aa  the  neeearittea  (tf  Ibe  Gov- 
^■HM  reqtire;  if  tiiay  are  not,  we  shall 
■Mr  re«of«  tlie  pnWe  credit,  wUdi  la  one  of 
tta  (tM  coda  of  onr  ^^>ofiitmeoL  I  beUeve 
te  Be  not  onlj  aUe  bat  willing  to  oontribnte 
■■cttU  fiv  tUa  pnrpoee.  The  reeonroes  (tf  thla 
MHby  aie  very  great,  if  they  are  properly 
oU  into  actaom ;  aod  attbon^  they  may  not 
leangraat  aa  tboae  of  Britain,  yet  it  ehonld 
bana^abered,  that  nation  haa  occasion  for 
ladn  tioMe  aa  nndt  revenue  aa  tlie  United 

IhMliiiiiiiliaiiiliiiil iilii|iiiiiiiliii  miiii 

!■  ta  Mqmort  of  tbcir  argnmanta,  Popnlar 
^Um  ia  famded  in  Jnalioes  and  tfae  on^  w^ 
lakMwif  the popdar  Mdmon la  Isfltvorof  a 
■We,  ia  to  examine  whether  the  maaaore  Is 
>MBidrigbtinit«^  Ithink  whatever  ia  pro- 
1*  Hd  li^it,  the  pacmle  wfU  Judge  of  and  com- 
l^with.  The  people  with  that  tlieGflT«ii- 
MM  may  derive  reapeet  from  the  Justice  of  Its 
^■aiM ;  tbey  have  given  it  their  sopport  on 
tktoBOoat.  I  baUeva  the  pc^mlar  oi^Qlon  is 
T«a.  L— 5 
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in  ftiTor  of  rrising  a  revenue  to  pay  onr  debts, 
and  if  we  do  right,  they  will  not  ne^ect  their 
datj;  therefore,  tfae  argnntents  that  are  urged 
in  favor  of  a  low  duty  will  prove  that  the  P^^o 
are  cont«nted  with  what  tbe  bill  proposes.  The 
people  at  this  time  pay  a  higher  doty  on  Im- 
ported ram  than  what  is  proposed  in  tbts  sys- 
tem, even  in  MasBaobmetts ;  it  is  true,  it  is 


the  other. 
Mr.  LAWBXirox. — It  has  been  intimated  In- 

gentlemen  in  frvor  of  hi^  duties,  that  it  will 
limit  the  coDinmption  of  foreign  articles;  if  this 
be  the  esse,  the  quantity  imported  will  bo  less- 
ened ;  if  it  is  oor  otgect  to  ndso  revenue,  it  is 


poeed  the  amount  of  the  duties  will  be  insuffi- 
dent  to  answer  the  public  wants ;  and  yet  the 
pnblio  creditors  have  great  expectations  from 
this  resoaroe.  Let  ns  therefore  ba  carcflil  how 
we  destroy  it ;  if  revenue  la  onr  primary  o^eot, 
and  the  other  considerations  bnt  secondary,  we 
should  do  nothing  to  operate  against  that  piin- 

r.  Uamsoit. — ^It  doee  not  Mow,  baeanae  it 
will  in  some  d^ree  limit  the  oonsnmplion,  that 
we  ought  not  to  lay  a  high  dn^  on  mm ;  if  it 
has  that  eff^  it  will  be  an  ample  oompansation 
fbr  the  loss  of  revenue ;  bnt  prob8bly,a8  weei- 
tingnish  oor  debt,  we  shall  have  the-  liBss  000a- 
sion  for  the  revenue  itself 

Ur.  GooDtnrs.^The  objeet  of  tile  emnmittee 
is  to  FMse  revenue,  I  take  it  This  wonid,  per- 
haps, be  beet  done  by  reducing  tbe  duty,  bnt  I 
am  not  inclined  to  reduce  it  so  low  as  some 

Ctiemen  eeem  to  derire;  It  may  be  rednoed  a 
cents,  and  therefore  I  move  to  insert  ten 
instead  c^  twelve. 

The  qneetitai  was  taken  fbr  Miriking  oot  the 
twdve  cents,  as  It  stood  in  the  wSt  on  sll 
spirits  of  Janudoa  proof;  imported  fromitlie  do- 
minions of  natimis  in  aDianee  witii  th»  United 
States,  in  order  to  leave  it  blank,  to  be  died  np 

Tbe  House  divided  <m  the  qneatloK;  10  fn 
fiivOT  of  the  motion,  and  9ff  agauut  iL. 
80  it  pueed  in  the  negative. 
A^Dumed. 

UoBDAT,  May  11. 
On    TitlM. 

The  House  took  into  conatderadea  tA»  mes- 
■age  from  the  Senate,  eommnnicated  <m  Batnr- 
day  laet^  respecting  the  diaagreement  of  the 
S^iate  to  the  report  of  a  joint  eommilM*^  on 
the  ButtJ^ct  <f  annexing  titlee  t»  Oa  offieee  of 
President  and  Vice  Frendent. 

Ur.  Pakkkb  moved  a  roatriatioa  t&  the  fol- 
lowbg  cAbot ; 


id  ths  rsp«rt  of  their  e 


sppointod  to 
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idcnt  or  the  United  Slatea  on  Fridky  lait,  prgoeedsd 
to  act  punoaiit  tbereto,  deem  it  uaproper  to  acoede 
to  tlie  propoaitioQ  nude  by  the  Senate,  lu  coromnni- 
cated  by  tneir  order  of  ths  9th-  inrtint,  for  appointing 
B  committee  to  confer  with  a  oommittea  of  Ihu  Honae, 
in  conndering  and  importing  under  whmt  tide  it  will 
be  proper  for  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stttei  in 
fotnie  to  1>«  addteiaed. 

Mr.  Faob  seconded  the  motioD,  obaerving, 
that  in.  hie  opimon,  tbe  House  had  no  ri^t  to 
bit^ere  in  the  biuineeB:  the  conititntion  ex- 
presal;  prescribed  the  power  of  GcHigreas  as  to 
beetowing  titles.  He  did  not  oonoeive  the  real 
honor  or  dignity  of  either  of  those  sitoationa  bo 
ooodst  in  high  sonnding  tiQea.  The  Qooae 
had,  on  a  former  occasion,  expressed  their  dis- 
^probation  of  any  title  being  annexed  to  their 
own  members,  and  very  jnstly  too.  Alter 
having  so  fully  and  explicitly  deolared  their 
sentiments  against  such  measures,  be  thought 
it  behooved  them  to  be  explicit  vitb  the  Senate. 
Indeed,  be  felt  himself  a  good  deal  hurt,  that 
gentlemen  on  tbis  floor,  after  having  refosed 
their  permission  to  the  CSerk  to  eater  any  more 
than  their  plain  namee  on  the  jonmal,  should 
be  stimding  up  and  addressing  one  another  by 
the  title  of  "the  honorable  gentlt 
wished  the  practice  conld  be  got  o^  , 
it  added  neither  to  the  honor  nor  dignity  of  the 
Honse. 

Hr.  LxB  approved  of  the  appointment  of 
oonnnittee  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the 
Sanate,  as  to  the  mode  doe  to  the 
be  was  agdnst  adding  any  title. 

Mr.  TuoKKE.— When  Uils  boMness 
brought  before  the  Hoase,  I  ottjeoted  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  oommittee  to  confer  with 
oonunittee  of  the  Senate,  because  I  thongbt 
a  ant^ect  which  this  Honse  bad  no  right  to  take 
into  consideration.      I   then  stood  single  and 
onsapported  in  my  opinion,  but  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  since,  that  some  ger  " 
this  floor  agree  that  I  was  right.    If . 
right,  I  sliall,  from  stronger  reasoning,  be  right 
now  in  opposing  the  appointment  of  another 
committee  on  the   same  salaect      The  joint 
eommittee  reported  that  no  titles  ought  to ' 
given;  we  a^-eed  to  the  report,  and  I  was 
hopes  we  sbonld  have  heai^  no  more  of  the 
matter.     The  Senate  r^ected  the  report,  and 
have  now  seat  us  a  resointioli,  expressive  of  a 
determination  to  give  a  title,  to  which  tbey  de- 
Mre  our  concurrenoe     I  am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  we  were  wrong  in  appointing  the  first  com- 
mittee, and  think  that  we  shall  be  gaitly  of 
greater  impropriety  if  we  now  appoint  asother. 
What,  sir,   is  the  int«ntion  of  this   buainess! 
Will  it  not  alarm  onr  fellow-citizens?    Will 
it  not  give  them  just  canse  of  alarm  i    Will  they 
not  say,  that  they  have  been  deoeived  by  the 
convention  that  ftamed  the  oonstitotitHi  i    That 
it  baa  been  contrived  with  a  view  to  lead  them 
on  by  de^^es  to  that  kind  of  government  which 
they  have  thrown  off  with  abhorrenoel    Shall 


we  not  Justify  the  fears  of  those  who  were  op- 
poeed  to  the  ctmstitntion,  beoaose  they  oou^- 
ercd  it  as  insidious  and  hostile  to  the  libertieH 
of  the  people  ?  One  of  iU  wannest  advocate^ 
one  of  the  framers  of  it,  (Hr.  Wilson,  of  Peon- 
aylvania,)  has  recommended  it  by  calling  iX  a 
pure  demooraoy.  Does  thia  look  like  a  demoo- 
raoy,  when  one  of  the  first  acta  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  is  to  confer  titles! 
Snrely  not.  To  give  dignity  to  onr  govern- 
ment, we  must  glv6  a  lofty  title  to  onr  daei 
magistrate.  Does  the  diguty  of  a  naticm  ocm- 
eist  in  the  diri«nae  between  Uie  first  magifltrate 
and  his  ottixena  t  Does  it  consist  in  the  «xalta- 
tion  of  one  man,  and  the  hnmiliatiOD  of  Uu 
rest  I  If  ao,  the  most  despotio  govemment  !■ 
the  moat  dignified;  and  to  make  oar  digni^ 
complete,  we  must  give  a  high  title,  an  em- 
broioered  robe,  a  princely  eqnipage,  and,  finally, 
a  crown  and  hereditary  succession.  Let  na, 
dr,  establish  tranqoilli^  and  good  order  at 
home,  and  wealthy  strength,  and  national  dig- 
nity will  be  the  infallible  result.  The  aggregate 
of  dignity  will  be  the  aame  whether  it  be  di- 
vided among  all,  or  centred  in  one.  And 
whom,  sir,  do  we  mean  to  gratify  t  la  it  onr 
present  PreaidentI  Certainly,  if  we  expect  to 
please  Itim,  we  shall  be  greatly  diBq>p<nnled. 
Be  has  a  real  dignity  of  (jbaraoter,  and  is  ttbove 
such  little  vanities.  We  shall  give  him  infinite 
pain ;  we  shall  do  him  an  essential  imjxij.  We 
shall  place  him  in  a  most  delicate  and  iliiwmiiifi 
able  situation;  we  shall  reduce  him  to  tbs 
neceeeity  of  evindng  to  the  world  his  dis^^woba- 
tion  of  oar  measures,  or  of  risking  some  dimt 
nation  of  tiiot  high  repatati<Hi  for  diainter«6ted 
patriotism  which  he  has  so  justly  aoqaired.  II 
te  not  for  his  gratification ;  for  whose,  thtti,  an 
we  to  do  this?  Where  is  the  man  among  oi 
who  has  the  presumption  and  vanity  to  exped 
it!  Who  is  it  th^  sliall  say — for  my-  aggrao' 
disement  three  millions  of  people  have  entered 
into  a  oalamitons  war ;  tbey  iiave  persevered  if 
it  for  eight  hog  years;  they  have  aaorifioe^ 
their  property,  they  have  spilt  their  Itlood,  the] 
have  rendered  thonsands  of  bmiliei  wretchet 
by  the  loss  of  their  only  proteotora  and  meani 
of  support?  This  spirit  of  imitation,  far,  tlu 
spirit  of  mimicry  and  apery  will  be  the  roii 
of  onr  ooontry.  Instead  of  giving  as  digait; 
in  Uie  eye  of  foreignws,  it  will  expose  as  to  b 
laughed  at  as  apes.  They  gave  us  credit  fo 
onr  exertions  in  effecting  the  revolatioa,  bn 
tbey  will  say  that  we  want  indq>eDdeDoe  c 
spirit  to  render  it  a  blessing  to  ns. 

Mr.  TBTTUBmx  moved  for  the  q>pointi]i«ii 
of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  to  ctHtudo-  o 
the  difference  which  qipeared  in  the  -vot* 
of  the  two  Honses  BpoB  the  report  of  the  j«hi 
committee. 

Hr.  BuBKK  hoped  tbfi  Honse  would  expro 
their  decided  diaaf^robation  of  bestowioK  Hl^ 
in  any  shi^w  whatever ;  itwonldbean  in^jgnji 
in  the  House  to  conntenance  any  measores  i 
this  nature.  Feriu^Ni  some  gentiemen  mi^ 
think  the  snltjeot  was  a  matter  of  '-• "* 
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lit  it  did  not  appear  to  him  in  that  light  The 
jrirednction  of  two  words  which  he  ooold  men- 
titn  into  the  titles  of  tbeae  offloen^  would  alter 
tbetmstitation  iteelf;  hot  he  iroiild  forbear  to 
Kj  Btj  thing  fiuther,  as  he  had  a  w^-groimdad 
upectitioii  that  the  Honse  wonld  tate  no  ftar- 
tlicriiatice  of  the  ba«neea. 

)Er.  GooDHDx  thought  the  oonformoe  nnne- 
ttmBj,  becHue  the  House  had  not  onlj  adopted 
tlK  nimt  of  their  omunittee,  bnt  proceeded  to 
Ht  ii  pamflnce  thereof. 

Vt.  Skskt  jmneA  the  last  gentleman  In  aen- 
IJiBeBt,  and  thought  it  an  nnneccmair  waste  of 


jeet  yet  at  the  eome  time  I  may  wish  to  pro- 
ceed with  doe  respect  to  the  Senate,  and  give 
dig^tj  md  weight  to  oar  own  opinion,  so  far  as 
it  eoBtndiets  Uieirs,  by  the  dehberate  and  de- 
cent manaer  in  which  we  decide.  For  my 
part,  Hr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  oonceiTe  tJOes  to 
M  mtyremaxA  with  danger  sa  some  gentlemen 
aKW^aid.  I  believe  a  President  of  the  United 
fiiatea,  clothed  with  all  the  powers  given  in  the 
eoDititntioii,  wonld  Dot  be  &|dangeroQB  person 
to  the  liberties  of  America,  a  yon  were  to  load 
Urn  -with  all  the  latlea  c^  Europe  or  Aaia-  We 
have  Men  raperb  and  angost  titles  given,  with- 
out eonfaniiig  power  and  inflnenoe,  or  withoat 
vsfa  at>ttiniDg  respect  One  of  the  most  im- 
potent aoroeigns  in  Enr(q»e  has  aasnmed  a  title 
as  hi^  as  hnman  invention  can  devise;  for  ez- 
nnple,  what  words  can  imply  a  greater  magni- 
tnde  of  power  and  strength  than  that  of  Fiigh 
Mi^tinesal  This  title  eeeme  to  border  almost 
npon  impiety ;  it  is  ssenming  the  pre-eminence 
■ad  cmuupotenoe  of  the  Deity;  jet  this  title, 
and  many  others  east  in  the  same  mould,  have 
obtained  a  h>ng  time  in  Enrope,  bnt  have  they 
ceaftmd  power?  Does  experience  sanction 
aoeh  an  i^inion?  Loolc  at  the  repnbUo  I  have 
aJlnded  to,  and  eay  if  their  preeent  state  war- 
tanCe  the  ideft. 

I  am  not  afraid  of  titles,  because  I  f^  the 
da^erof  any  power  they  coold  cwifer,  bnt  I  am 
MUM  them  Moaose  they  are  not  very  recon- 
cwile  with  the  natore  of  our  Government  or  the 
fWQS  of  the  people.  Even  if  they  were  proper 
mtheoeelves,  they  are  not  so  at  ttiisjnnotnre  of 
time.  But  my  strongest  objection  is  founded  in 
prBci;4e;  in^ead  of  increasing,  they  diminish 
tbe  tme  dignity  and  importance  of  a  republic, 
aad  would  in  particolar,  on  this  occasion,  dimin- 
iih  Ae  true  dignity  of  the  first  magistrate  him- 
•«K  If  we  giretitlee,  we  must  either  borrow  or 
EnveDt  them.  K  we  have  recourse  to  the  fertile 
Mdiof  tnxmisnt  fonc}',  and  deck  ont  an  airy 
being  tft  oar  own  creation,  it  is  a  great  chance  bnt 
fa  &trtaitie  propertiee  would  render  the  empty 
pbanton  lidcnloa*  and  absord.  If  we  borrow, 
Ae  KTvile  hnitBtion  will  be  odious,  not  to  say 
tidinifcMU  abo;  we  most  copy  from  the  pomp- 
tma  BovHvigns  ot  ibo  East,  or  follow  the  hie- 
rior  potcotatea  of  Europe ;  in  either  case,  the 


splendid  tinsel  or  gorgeous  robe  wonld  disgrace 
tne  manly  shoulders  of  our  ohio£  The  more 
tmly  honorable  ebaU  we  be,  by  showing  a  totiil 
neglect  and  disregard  to  things  of  this  nature ; 
the  more  rimple,  the  more  republican  we  are  in 
our  maoners,  the  more  rational  dignity  we  shall 
acquire;  therefore,  lam  better  pleased  with  the 
report  adopted  by  the  House,  than  1  should  have 
been  with  any  other  whatsoever.  , 

Tbe  Senate,  no  donbt,  entertain  different 
senldmentA  on  this  subject  I  would  wish, 
therefore,  to  treat  their  opinion. with  respect 
and  attentjon.  I  would  aesire  to  jnstify  the 
reasonable  and  repnblioan  deoinon  of  this 
Ilouee  to  the  other  branch  of  Oonn«BS  in  order 
to  prevent  a  misunderstanding.  But  that  the 
motion  of  my  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Pahkib) 
has  posHession  of  the  Rouse,  I  would  move  a 
more  temperate  proportion,  and  I  think  it  de- 
serves some  ptins  to  bring  about  that  good 
will  and  urbanity,  which  for  the  despat^  of 
public  businesB  ought  to  be  kmit  up  between 
the  two  Houses.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a 
sacrifice  of  dignity  to  api^dnt  a  Oommittee  of 
Conference,  but  ima^e  it  woidd  tend  to  ce- 
ment that  harmony  which  has  hitherto  been 
preserved  between  the  Senate  and  this  House ; 
therefore,  while  I  concur  with  the  gontl^nen 
who  ezpreea,  in  such  decided  terms,  th«r  dis- 
^>probation  of  bestowing  titles,  I  concur  also 
with  those  who  are  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  Oonfereuoe,  not  apprehending 
they  will  depart  from  the  principles  adtqited 
and  acted  upon  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Whttb  did  not  approve  of  a  Conuntttee 
of  Conference,  because  tLe  House  had  already 
determined  the  question  by  unanimously  adopt- 
ing the  report  of  the  joint  committee.  He  old 
not  think  that  it  was  worth  while  having  tbe 
subject  longer  contested;  he  was  satisfied  both 
the  niirit  of  the  constitution  and  the  spirit  of  the 
people  disapproved  of  titles. 

Mr.  Blako  would  be  careftal  of  giving  um- 
brage to  the  Senate,  because  he  wished  that  the 
unanimity  and  moderation  which  subsisted  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  might  oontioue.  He 
considered  the  present  as  a  very  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  the  appointment  of  a  Oommittee  of 
Conference.  The  two  Houses  had  disagreed 
on  the  report  of  their  committees ;  it  was  prop- 
er, therefore,  that  they  should  mutnatly  sssiga 
their  reasons,  in  order  to  bring  abont  sn  agree- 
ment to  the  same  resolution.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  such  a  committee  would  be  appointed, 
though  be  had  no  expectation  that  the  House 
would  give  up  an  opmlon  th^  so  Justly  and 
decidedly  entertained  respecting  titles. 

Mr.  Faskks  wanted  to  know  what  was  the 
object  of  gentiemen  in  the  appointment  of  B 
Committee  of  Oonferenoet  The  ocmmiittee 
could  only  say  that  the  Honse  had  refosed  their 
consent  to  aimeiing  any  titles  whatever  to  the 
President  and  Vice  President;  for  certainly  the 
commiltee  wonld  not  descend  into  the  merits 
of  a  question  already  ««tablished  by  the  House. 
For  nts  part,  he  could  not  see  what  pnipow 
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was  to  b«  answered  hj  the  Bppoiotmenl  of  •nch 
a  oommittee.  He  wished  to  have  done  with 
the  entgect,  beoanae  while  it  remained  a  qaee- 
^oa  in  Um  Houae^  Hie  people's  minda  wonM  be 
mach  agitated;  it  waa  imponible  that  a  true 
TBpubli<»n  spirit  ooold  ramain  naooooemed 
wheo  a  principle  waa  nnder  connderadon,  bo 
repngnant  to  the  priooiplea  of  eqool  liberty. 

Hr.  Sukeiuh  thought  it  was  pretty  pMn  that 
the  House  oocdd  not  comply  with  the  propori- 
tioD  of  the  Senate,  The  Bpp(nntnMat  Maoom- 
mittee,  on  the  part  <tf  the  Hoose,  to  ocauider 
and  determine  what  ctvle  or  title  will  be  proper 
to  annex  to  the  Preeideiit  and  Vioe  Prendeat, 
would  imply  that  the  Honae  meant  that  SMna 
B^le  or  title  should  be  given.  Now  this  they 
never  oonM  intend,  becanae  they  have  decided 
that  no  style  or  title  ought  to  be  given;  it  will 
be  suffloient  to  adduce  una  reason  for  iu>t  omu- 
plying  with  the  request  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JAOKaos  wondered  what  title  the  Senate 
had  in  oontemplation  to  i^  digni^  or  Instre 
to  the  person  that  Med  the  pre^dential  chair. 
For  hia  part,  he  oonld  oonoeive  ume.  Would 
it  add  to  hia  ftme  to  be  called  after  thepet^ 
and  indgnifloant  princes  ot  Eoropet  Would 
BtyliUR  hun  His  Bwene  ffighnen^  His  Graoe,  or 
lugh&ien,  add  one  tittle  to  the  solid  properiaea 
he  paaseasedt    He  thooght  it  wonld  not;  and 


diffiarenoe  had  Uken  ;daoe  between  the  two 
^Qsea,  he  had  no  oUeotion  to  a  conference 
taking  plaoe.  He  hoped  It  might  be  produodve 
of  good  conseqnenoee,  and  that  the  Senate 
mi^t  be  indnoed  to  follow  the  laodable  exam- 
ple of  the  Honae. 

Ur.  UiniBon  was  of  opinion,  that  the  House 
might  appoint  a  Committee  of  Oonferenoe  with- 
ont  b^ng  enpposed  to  oouutenanoe  the  measure. 
The  standing  mle  of  the  House  declared,  that, 
in  case  of  djaagreeing  votaa,  a  Ounmittee  of 
Oonferenoe  should  be  ^tpointed.  Now,  as  tlie 
OBse  provided  for  in  the  rule  had  aotoJally  hap- 
pened, he  inferred  that  it  waa  proper  to  proceed 
ti  the  manner  direot«d  by  the  nilee  of  the  House. 
Hie  snttJeat  was  still  open  to  discoHsion,  but 
there  was  little  probability  that  the  Hoose 
veold  reednd  their  adc^ tion  of  the  report  I 
pneome  gentlemen  do  not  intend  to  compel 
the  Senate  into  their  measures;  they  Edionld 
reoollect  that  the  Senate  stand  npon  indepen- 
dent ground,  and  will  do  nothing  but  what  they 
are  oc»iTiDoed  of  the  propriety  of;  it  wonld  be 
better,  therefore,  to  treat  them  with  delicacy, 
and  of^  lome  reasons  to  induce  them  to  come 
into  our  measure.  He  expected  this  would  be 
the  result  ti  a  oonfbrenoe,  and  therefbie  was  in 
&ror  (tf  soch  a  moticm. 

Hr.  Bkhit  Intended  notUng  dlarespeotftil  to 
the  Seiut«^  but  he  conceived,  after  having 
adopted  the  report  of  the  oommittee,  it  would 
dentate  from  their  own  dignity  to  reednd  a 
nnanimouareaolDtion;  and  for  what  other  pur- 
pose oonld  a  oonferenoe  be  appointed  by  the 
Hooset     Thej  most   certain^  sappose  that 


there  mi^it  b«  grovnd  fix'  ehan^ng  their  opin- 
ion. Nothing  of  this  kind  ^ipeared  to  him, 
and  therefore  he  was  of  opinion.  It  would  be  a 
useless  cmiomption  to  waste  any  more  tima 
sbontit. 

Mr.  Oltxeb  thon^t  that  there  was  hlfit 
oooation  to  add  any  title  to  either  the  Praiidcnt 
or  Tioe  Freddent  He  was  very  well  oon- 
vinoed,  by  experienoe,  that  titles  did.  not  oaokr 
power ;  on  tlie  contrary,  th^  freqn«atly  aUa 
their  powemora  ridkolona.  The  moat  impotttit 
potoitatea,  the  most  Inrigntficant  powen,  gcn- 
endly  Msomed  thehMteatand  most  laltj  UtlM. 
That  they  do  not  indioate  powei'  and  nr«raga- 
live,  is  very  observable  in  the  J?"g*i«t'  nirioiy; 
for  when  the  chief  mai^itrate  <f  titat  nstiai 
bore  the  simple  style  of  His  Qraoe  or  Highnii, 
his  prerogativea  were  nra^  more  extenmve  thm 
since  he  has  become  Hia  Most  Sacred  M^cetj. 

Tittdar  distinotions  are  said  to  be  nnpopDhr 
in  the  United  Statee;  yet  a  person  would  beled 
to  think  otherwise,  from  the  vaat  nnmbv  d 
honorable  gentlemen  we  have  in  America.  A> 
soon  as  a  man  is  selected  fto  IJm  public  Hrrlo^ 
his  fellow-eitiBsnai  with  liberal  hand,  diower 
down  tUlea  on  him— either  ezodkoacy  w  hm- 
oratdak  He  would  venture  to  affirm,  tbsa 
were  move  honorable  eeqnirea  in  the  ITmted 
States then-ln all theworidbeddee.  Hewidnd 
to  (dieek  a  propensity  eo  notmionaly  evidatoed 
in  &Tor  ot  disCinctians,  and  hoped  ^e  exinnils 
of  the  Hooae  might  prsTail  to  extiognbh  that 
predilection  which  appeared  in  fitm  ti  tjtdea. 

Mr.  P1.0X. — If  I  Uiooght  the  motkm  nods 
by  my  oc^eagne  in  the  least  degree  diareapeot- 
fal,  I  should  not  have  seconded  iL  I  would 
be  the  last  man  on  this  floor  to  treat  that  worthy 
body  with  disreepeot;  but  I  beheve  it  cannot 
lie  ocostraed  to  have  snoh  a  meaning.  If  we 
won  to  let  the  reacdation  lie  on  the  tsUe,  it 
would  not  be  dtsre^iectAiL  Bnt  what  fa  the 
ol^eot  of  the  motion}  'Km[dy  to  infbnn  &t 
Senate  that  we  oaonot  rescbid  a  leachitioD 
ad(q>ted  in  oonsequence  of  the  report  <rf  a  Jdnt 
comndttee.  If  the  oondoot  of  Mther  Hooae  t* 
in  the  least  degree  disreepectfal,  (thoo^  I  do 
not  concave  it  is,)  the  body  who  declined 
ad(]^)ting  the  report,  after  Imowing  Uie  sense  of 
the  other  to  be  in  lla  Ikvor,  ia  the  moat  so, 

Batonwhatare  aocHnmittee  to  ocmfort  Not 
npon  what  title  shall  be  bestowed,  becanae  we 
have  no  right  to  enter  on  the  EultJeot;  andhcre 
I  must  tell  gentlemen  I  differ  trma.  theid,  what 
they  think  titlee  can  do  no  harm.  Tttlee,  ajr, 
I  say,  may  do  harm,  and  bare  done  hann.  If 
we  contend  now  for  a  right  to  ocmf^  titles  I 
^prehend  the  time  will  oone  when  we  ahsll 
form  a  reoerTolrfi»r  hono^  and  make  our  Prn- 
dent  Ha  fboutain  of  iL    In  vath  case,  may  net 


been  the  o 

kingdom  we  were  formerly  connected  with,  and 
may  bwet  like  inqnietnde  in  America;  forlcon- 
tenjd,  If  yon  give  the  title,  von  must  ftdlow  it 
with  the  robe  and  the  diadetn,  and  then  the 
prindples  of  your  goremment  are  anbTCrted. 
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Jb.  Ixi  moved  tbe  preTiona  qneatioQ,  oa  the 
M  nude  of  getting  rid  of  the  modon  before 
dH  Eoow:  he  itm  edpported  l^  *  snffldent 
va^M.  And  m  the  qneetiiHi,  Rti«ll  the  main 
qMaim  be  DOW  pot?  it  passed  in  the  negative; 
ml  H  Ih*  motioa  was  idet 

OiBoli(n,itwae 

Bwti  iif,  Tlat  B  coimnittBe  bo  applontsd,  to  jofn 
II  tha  Eenmto  mky  appmnt,  to 
'  g  Tote*  of  Ae  two  Hooiea, 


o^k  IB  Ab  duuraciug  t 


Tha  Hooae  then  vent  into  a  Oommittee  of 
tteTb^ontltebill/M'  l^ingadafrrongoods, 
VMi,  nd  merchandieea  imported  into  the 
Umtrieiitei.    Mr.  Pass  in  the  obair. 

Tbt  ^utioD  <m  l^ing  a  dnt;^  on  molasaea 
biiBf  luar  eonaidentiwi : 

Mi.  TeiKa.— HotwiHutmdlag  I  am  uudonn 
ftrindiutian  of  th«  dntiee  on  dl  tlie  artidea 
ta  fta  t^  ret  nv  Ttrte  on  molaeeee  vill  he  reg- 
dried  bjr  wliat  the  oommittoe  diall  detnmlne  in 
ote  MH^  ae  I  do  not  eonoelve  it  to  be  ont  of 
tnpoKioo.  Ukgeoieral  redoetioD  takes  place 
otheotlMr  aitideB,  I  diaU  bedispoeedtomake 
indndfonoithiaaitiole;  but  as  mine  ia  bnt  a 
n^Tott^  gcnOeuMn  mtij  not  be  inclined  to 
mr  aj  proporiikwi  fw  k  geaenl  rednotion  in 
flfdv  to  ^in  107  MBmt  to  a  rednotion  on  thia 
(■tiMiar  aitide; 

Ifr.GooDKux  wavofoptnicm  tliattlie  dntiee 
«■«  too  high  for  colleetion ;  but  he  did  not 
WW  «ith  (be  aeatlemaa  from  Sooth  Carolina 
(Kr.  TtcDa)  that  the  dn^  m  molaseea  was 
ivltd  b  inportkHi  to  the  otiier  ntides,  and 
e  qaestiaD,  whether  molassea  aball 
d  or  not,  did  not  depend  on  a  gene- 
-ion,  but  on  ita  own  bottom ;  if  it  was 
nM  tea  U^  for  cofleadon  and  propOTtira,  the 
"wniiBee  would  agne  to  rednoe  it. 
^fc  ftmiMwiH  ezpeoted  the  gentleman  ffom 
BMh  OnoHtn  would  vote  in  the  manner  be 
UpUged  faimaelf;  he  had  pranlMd  to  vote 
biedadng  the  do^  on  mdtUMS  tf  the  oom- 
■iltM  ndMed  the  diiitf  m  other  articIeB ;  now, 
■  tef  had  decided  against  a  rednetdon,  he 
Wfsfl  tlm  miilUiiiiaii  ■  iiiiW  liii  in  favor  of  the 
Mr  «  mMaaaefl,  as  it  stood  In  the  bill,  and  not 
Ms  in  the  manim  ha  had  pranised. 

Kr.  Tnxxa, — ^thegtntlananlaatDp  baseer- 
ti^J  Ddamderstood  me,  I  made  no  promise, 
laid  B7  vote  wooU  d^end  upon  the  radno- 
thBcftiMotlMr  aiticleB,  bnt  I  wm  fndlfforent 
SI  M  nm ;  I  did  not  consider  the  State  I  repr»- 
Wad  as  bring  etthw  parUonlarir  benefited  or 
^fned  I7  a  £^  Ml  mm ;  and  therdbre  did  not 
Bfs  107  argnmMits  in  &tw  of  redndng  that 
article,  mon  than  1  thoof^t  It  aa^  be  proper 
to  fnawre  the  rath^  as  fixed  bj  the  Honse, 
is^aaitheaeveralvtialea.  If  gtotlemnt  think 
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ram  can  bear  a  high  dot;,  and  be  aaielj  ool' 
looted,  I  have  no  otigection  to  lettios  it  remain. 
Bnt  tiiere  are  eome  artfdes  that  bear  heftyflj  and 
nneqnaUy  npoa  South  Carolina ;  now,  I  think  it 
tDlJ  dnlT'  to  votA  in  aadi  n  maimer  as  to  prevent 
her  from  bearing  an  undue  proportion  of  the  tax 
to  be  collected ;  I  am,  consoqneutlj,  obliged  to 
vote  for  a  high  tai  on  articles  used  in  other 
States,  (if  my  State  ia  hi^ly  taxed,)  however  nn- 
eqnHlly  it  m&jr  &jl.  I  ehall  therefore  vote  so 
as  to  endeavor  to  oblige  other  States  to  bear  their 
true  proportjon  of  the  aggregate  amn.  I  wish  to 
defer  anj  determination  on  tbe  artide  of  mo- 
IhteoB  nntil  we  have  gone  through  the  other  ar- 
tidee,  that  I  may  know  how  to  vote  on  this.  If 
gentiemen  think  my  single  vote  of  no  coQee> 

anence,  they  may  prooeed ;  bnt  I  may  think  the 
nty  too  high  on  molassea,  and  may  be  disposed 
to  make  it  five  cents,  or  lees,  if  a  reduction  ia 
made  in  tbe  other  artides ;  bnt  I  would  not  be 
mnderstood  to  pledge  myself  for  any  paiticn- 

Hr.  Avxa  thought  the  gentleman  from  Fenn- 
aylvania  (Hr.  Pnzaiifom)  had  miaonderHtood 
the  gentleman  from  South  OatoUna  (Mr.  Tuoe- 
eb)  respecting  his  pledging  himself  to  vote  in 
&vor  of  molasses.  He  t>elieved  the  gentleman 
from  South.  Carolins  incaptiblo  of  making  any 
improp>er  accommodation  either  on  thia  or  any 
other  oocadon ;  the  aabject  had  never  been  men- 
tioned to  him,  nor  he  believed  to  any  body  else, 
much  less  oonld  the  gentieman's  intention  be 
the  result  of  bai^in  or  compromise.  For  hia 
own  part,  he  would  never  consent  to  aneh  a  de- 
gradation ofhis  rights  asamember  of  the  House, 
as  to  Btipnlate  for  the  eserciae  ofhis  opinion. 

Mr,  TuOKiB. — If  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  FirzanniNB)  supposes  that  I  have 
barg^ed  to  vote  for  or  against  any  measare,  he 
does  me  wrong ;  and  if  he  oharges  me  with  snob 
actions,  I  dedre  be  may  state  hia  reasons  and 
expldn  himself.  I  did  not  hear  perfecUy  what 
be  aaid  when  he  was  np  before,  and  therefore 
did  not  reftite  any  improper  congtmction  he 
migfat  have  pot  on  my  arguments. 

Mr.  FrrzaofORB  had  no  dlfScnlty  In  declaring 
his  meanlDg.  He  understood  when  the  artide 
of  rum  waa  under  oonaidenrtlon,  that  the  oen- 
tlemaa  held  out  a  promise  to  vote  for  the  redno- 
tion  of  the  duty  on  mnlnnim,  if  the  oommittee 
would  agree  with  him  in  redndng  generally. 
This  promise  was  not  made  in  a  private  man- 
ner ;  it  was  made  by  the  gentleman  In  his  plaoe. 
He  oonld  not  recite  the  partioolar  expression  <^ 
the  gentleman,  bat  he  understood  frnn  it  that 
the  gentleman  pledged  himself  to  rednce  the 
duty  on  molasMe,  if  the  gentlemen  from  the 
Eastern  States  would  Join  him  in  a  general 
redootion. 

Mr.  Tno^n. — Ien)resBedawiahfbrageneral 
redoction  to  take  place  Uirongbont  the  whole 
system:  butlnevermade  a  promise  with  regard 
to  a  rednotimi  of  any  partionlar  artide. 

Mr.  Sxmr  observed,  that  the  discossioD  of 
molasses  had  been  deferred  when  the  sabjeot 
was  last  before  the  Eouse,  in  ordw  to  gtvt 
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time  for  a  fUl  investigation;  bnt  he  oonoetved 
that  no  each  reason  now  exist«d,  in  &vt)r  of  its 
lying  over,  and  therefore  hoped  the  Honse  wonld 
prowed  to  decide  upon  it 

Ur.  AuBB  was  willing  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  that  Bubjeot;  ne  did  not  wish  it 
deferred  to  the  end  of  the  list,  that,  it  might  be 
held  DTer  them  in  tMTOfwn.  There  were  se- 
veral artioles  in  the  list,  which  he  d!d  not  con- 
ceive to  be  taxed  too  high  for  collection,  or  oat 
of  proportion  with  otlien,  therefore  it  was  likelj 
they  woald  not  bo  reduced.  If  this  was  the 
caae,  the  reduction  would  not  be  general,  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might  not 
think  it  hia  duty  to  ihvor  the  rednotioa  of  mo- 
laasea.  He  wished  every  article  to  stand  npon 
its  own  bottom.  If  molasaee  was  too  high,  the 
committee  wonld  lower  it;  if  not,  they  will 
continue  it  at  the  rate  it  ia,  and  the  bnmnesa 
wonld  be  done  with.  If  the  oommittee  were 
dispotied  to  proceed,  be  was  ready  to  take  np 
the  sul^ect. 

Mr.  Oabbou.  Bkw  no  reason  for  poetponing 
the  bnsineea  at  this  time.  When  Ute  aabject 
was  SQspended  on  a  former  occasion,  several 
gentlemen  from  Massachneetts  were  absen'  ~~ 
business,  bnt  it  was  surely  mmecessary  no 
have  any  delay.  Aiter  the  repeated  discnsfflons 
it  had  undergone,  he  was  satisfied  gentlemen 
were  prepared  for  a  dedrion,  and  he  hoped  the 
question  might  be  taken,  and  the  oommittee 
proceed  to  get  throng  the  bii«ness.  Gentle- 
men ehonld  consider  the  d^ly  loss  which  the 
revenue  sostained  by  the  delay  of  this  bill ;  he 
oantioned  them  uainat  considering  overmuch, 
and  letting  slip  the  opportnnity  they  now  had 
to  supply  the  pubho  wants. 

Hr.  Wadswobth  wonld  not  go  over  the  old 
ground,  and  esumerole  all  the  reasons  why  a 
rednction  of  the  dnty  on  this  article  should  take 
place.  He  satisfied  himself  with  saying  it  was 
out  of  proportion,  and  too  high  ever  to  be  col- 
lected with  certainty ;  he  wished  the  committee 
to  lower  it  to  three  or  four  cents,  and  apply  to 
an  excise  for  the  deficiency,  not  Mmceiving  an 
excise  on  distilled  spirits  to  be  inconvenient  or 
nnpoputar. 

Mr.  Axes  was  aenrible  that  any  farther  dis- 
onasion  of  the  present  subject  was  unpleasant, 
nay,  it  was  puma!  t«  the  committee ;  but  he  had 
such  impressions  on  bis  mind  with  regard  to  its 
importance,  that  be  must  trespass  on  tbemagf^n. 
On  all  Butu'ects  demonstration  is  desirable,  bnt 
there  is  only  one  edence  ci4>al(le  of  complete 
demonstration.  Many  other  sciences  admit  of 
difibrent  dc^reee  of  demoustratioD ;  but  of  all 
the  sciences  on  earth,  the  science  of  politics  is 
the  least  capable  of  affording  satiafactorj  con- 
clusions, while  it  is  the  one  that,  from  its  im- 
portance, requires  the  greatest  degree  of  cer- 
tainty ;  because  when  we  are  to  consider  those 
thiuffs  which  relate  to  the  welfare  of  nations,  it 
is  of  consequence,  and  nothing  can  be  more 
demrable  than  that  we  adopt  just  principles  in 
order  to  oome  at  proper  conclnsions.  In  this 
adenoe  it  Is  dangerous  to  adopt  the  vistouary 
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projects  of  apecnlator;  in^it«ad  of  piinoiple.  W« 
on^t  to  be  cautious,  therefore,  in  selecting  the 
information  upon  which  we  form  our  syitem. 

He  tmeted  to  make  it  appear  in  the  cootm  rf 
his  arguments,  that  the  proprie^  of  the  puti- 
colar  measure  under  discussion  depended  uudd 
local  knowledge,  and  yet  it  would  be  fcmia  of 
national  concern.  He  believed  it  could  be 
clearly  proved  to  be  as  much  the  interest  of  oh 
part  as  of  another  to  have  the  duty  reduced. 

It  was  Md  down  as  a  principle  that  all  dntiH 
ought  to  t>e  equal.  He  believed,  if  gentlema 
gave  themselves  time  for  consideration,  th^ 
would  not  contend  this  duty  was  equal.  El 
said  he  had  made  eoroe  calculations,  which  de- 
monstrated the  inequality  to  a  very  surpriring 
degree.  The  tax  operated  in  two  ways;  fli^ 
as  a  tax  on  a  raw  material,  which  increased  tb« 
price  of  stock  and  narrowed  the  sale;  kod 
second,  as  a  tax  on  an  article  of  oonsunipti(HL 
It  required  the  distillation  and  the  consumption 
to  be  eqnal  in  every  part  of  the  Union  to  rendw 
the  duty  equal  in  its  operation ;  but  no  gmtJe- 
roan  contended  that  tbe  consumption  or  instilla- 
tion was  eqnal.  The  gentieman  fl-om  YirginiR 
said,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  HassaohaKtts 
would  not  contribute  her  proportion  of  the  m- 
tional  revenne,  beoanse  her  exports  wero  not  eoiial 
to  the  Southern  States,  and  of  consequence  dm 
imports  are  less ;  but  if  this  fact  is  examined,  it 
will  be  found  that  she  does  e^>ort  in  foil  pro- 
portion  with  the  Southern  States.  Examine 
her  cnetom-honse  books,  and  yon  will  find  it; 
but  Ifassaobusetts  is  greatly  conoerned  in  nan- 
gatiou,  and  the  wagee  of  her  seamen  ought  tc 
be  added  to  the  amount  of  the  profits  oS  faR 
industry.  Then  if  w«  connder  her  eonsmnption, 
we  shall  find  it  in  proportion  also.  Admitdng 
the  people  of  New  En^and  to  live  more  mode^ 
ate  than  the  opnlent  citizens  of  Virginia  or 
Carolina,  yet  they  have  not  such  a  number  of 
blacks  among  them,  whoae  living  is  wretched; 
consequentiy,  the  average  ooosnmption  per  head 
will  be  nearly  the  same.  Tbe  fact  is,  that  ill 
taxes  of  this  nature  vrill  &I1  generally  in  {to- 
portion  to  the  sbili^  to  pay. 

Laying  a  heavy  dnty  on  nudaasea  incurs  the 
neoessity  of  allowing  a  drawback  on  coontiy 
mm.  Bj  this  system,  we  may  lose  more  re- 
venue than  weg^;  anyhow,  it  will  reader  it 
very  uncertain.  It  is  a  qnestion  of  some  iia- 
portanoe,  whether  it  wonld  not  be  beneficial  td 
tbe  United  States  to  establish  a  maDu&cturc 
which  would  be  very  luorative.  But  waiving 
that  consideration,  he  would  ask  geaUemen,  i 
there  was  any  propriety  in  taxing  molasses  in 
'  ■  aw  state,  with  a  duty  intended  to  be  iaiA  on 
i  Oert^nly  this  had  better  be  by  war  cl 
M.  In  this  mode  tbe  revenue  would  escaM 
fraud  by  smugging,  which  would  otherwise  In 
nnavoidable.  The  tax  was  snob  a  tempUUitn 
being  thirty  per  cent,  upon  ita  value,  that  nt 
checks  conld  prevent  a  tuaodeetine  traide  heim 
carried  on. 

Without  the  molasses  trade  is  oontinned,  th 
fishery  oannot  be  carried  on,     Tbi^  are  « 
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toamWdj  oumeoted,  that  the  veepoo  which 
woonda  the  ooe  wiQ  itab  the  otiier.  If  b;  encb 
iHMarM  M  Uiew  ve  mia  one  of  the  most 
Tihilde  intereetB  of  the  United  States,  will  not 
tba  Mcif)le  faftTQ  a  right  to  oomplun  that,  in- 
■«H  at  pTX)teatiitg,  yon  iqjnre  and  deetroj 
their  pormiita  I  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
tba  people  would  fonn  aDwuTBatflble  ixnDbiiia- 
tkn;  bat  their  exertions  to  sapport  the  Goveni- 
Bot  will  be  damped;  the;  will  look  wiHi 
Aagrin  on  the  disappointment  of  their  hopes  \ 
nd  it  will  add  to  their  vexation  that  they  nave 
bta  deoeiTed  under  the  moat  flattering  appear- 
neca;  far  who  coold  conceive  that  a  Qovern- 
ment,  coiiatmcted  and  adopted  in  the  manner 
fins  has  bewt,  oould  ever  be  administered  to  the 
dutnictioa  of  that  welfm  which  it  was  foimed 

to  NlppOft  I 

He  reeommended  experience  as  tlie  best 
inide,  and  lud,  that  it  was  decidedly  against  high 
Intiei,  paiticnlarij  on  molaseeB ;  and  concluded 
with  appealing  to  the  justioe  and  wisdom  of  the 
'""»■"—  for  a  detertninstion  on  this  snbject 

Kr.  OazBOiJ.  would  not  take  np  the  time 
d  the  committee  with  sayiag  a  word  on 


get  this  bill  into  operation.  If  every  article 
via  to  be  again  debaled  in  the  manner  it  had 
already  been,  he  conld  see  no  end  to  the  bnsi- 
BMi.  Cnleea  gentlemen  could  advance  some  new 
ud  wei^ty  ai^mneats,  he  thoof^t  the  time 
DDiqMnt  in  recimitolntiiig  those  that  had  been 
Bmeccaafiilly  m^ed  twice  or  three  times  before. 

Mr.  H-Lomoa  thought  the  argomentB  against 
the  duty  were  inoondstent.  He  believed  the 
gtpflemen  in  <^Fpo(dtion  bad  not  replied  to  sn 
ebaspration  be  had  made,  and  which  was  of 
gnat  force  qmx  his  mind.  The  gentlemen  all 
My  that  a  heavy  dn^  will  rain  the  distilleries 
aniflihttiea,  and  the  people  oonoemed  in  them; 
7«t  tfacy  [vofeee  tit^uelvea  willing  to  lay  the 
aarae  doty,  bot  in  two  forms  instead  of  one. 
Kow  be  would  be  dad  to  know  if  the  distilleriee 
ndfiaberieawonldnot  be  precisely  in  the  same 
itaatioo,  let  whiob  would  take  place  t 

On  motKn,  the  committee  roee,  and  the 
Hoaae  adijoamed. 

TmanAT,  Hay  13. 

Xhttitt  on  Import*. 

Tba  Hooae  again  reacdved  itself  into  a  Com- 

iHBeeof  the  'Wliide,  lb.  Pau  in  the  chair,  on 

tbe  Impost  Bin 

Tba  artkla  of  moUsaea  being  atill  under  OMi- 

Ur.  Amib  widied  to  reply  to  the  observation 
aaleyertarday  by  the  gentkmau  from  Virpnia. 
Does  that  gentlonan,  atid  he,  reoollect,  if  we 
lay  so  eidae^  we  i^event  the  borthen  from  be- 
tas impoaed  npui  the  poor  for  their  scbeiBtenoe, 
ai  mnliwien.  tai  the  raw  state,  will  be  lightly 
tuedl  In  tbe  next  place,  it  is  more  favorable 
tothaimportMarfthat  article  than  theimpost; 
it  does  not  reqniia  ao  large  ft  proportion  of  their 


ci^ital  to  be  advanced  in  payment  of  dntiea, 
nor  do  they  mn  the  risk  of  bad  debts,  becanse 
it  may  be  so  regulated  that  the  retsJler  ahsll  se- 
cure  the  duty.  Another  reason  ie,  it  will  save 
the  expense  of  a  nomerou  host  of  cnstom-honse 
officers,  tide-wiuters,  &ia.  These  considerationB 
proved,  that  if  the  excise  was  no  better  than  an 
impost,  it  WHS  no  worse ;  and  as  the  dnty  would 
be  better  collected,  and  give  less  reason  for 
smuggling,  which,  above  all  things,  was  dan- 
geroQB  to  the  revenue,  it  waa  sufBcient  to  war- 
rant the  committee  in  giving  the  excise  dnty  a 
preference. 

Mr.  GooDiiDX  would  not  trouble  the  Hoosa 
long  on  the  sal^eot ;  but  begged  leave  to  repeat 
the  manner  Id  which  tbe  moWses  trade  was 
connected  with  tlie  fisheries,  and  the  fisheries 
with  the  navigation ;  that,  if  the  first  is  iignred, 
the  other  two  are  wonnded  through  its  side. 
About  three-fifths  of  all  the  fish  that  are  pot  up 
for  that  market,  are  of  an  inferior  quality,  and 
woold  not  sell  elsewhere.  The  French  would 
not  permit  ns  to  carry  them  there,  but  becanse 
we  take  their  molasses  in  exchange ;  they  will 
not  let  their  colonies  send  the  molasses  to 
France,  lest  it  interfere  with  their  brandy. 
Now,  any  impediment  to  the  exportation  of  mo- 
lasses, will  prevent  the  exportation  of  fish ;  If 
we  cannot  export  the  fish,  for  what  purpose 
shall  we  contioae  onr  fisherieet  And  if  they 
are  ^ven  up,  how  are  we  to  form  seamen  to 
man  onr  future  navy  I 

Mr.  KiLDiBOir  said  his  mind  was  mcapable  of 
discovering  any  plan  that  would  answer  the 
purpose  tbe  committee  have  in  view,  and  not 
produce  greater  evils  than  the  one  under  con- 
sideration. He  thought  an  excbe  very  objec- 
tionable, but  as  no  actual  proportion  for  enter- 
ing into  Huch  a  system  was  before  the  commits 
tee,  he  forbore  to  say  any  thing  ftirther  about 
it.  Be  admitted  an  excise  would  obviate  in 
part  some  of  the  difficulties;  bnt  he  did  not 
think  the  answer  given  to  his  argument  alto- 
gether Batiafeotory;  yet  there  was  another  ar- 
goment  he  ui^^  on  a  former  occasion  remain- 
ing unanswered — it  was,  that,  at  this  moment, 
the  flaheries,  distilleries,  and  all  their  oonnec- 
tions,  were  laboring  under  heavier  duties  than 
what  is  now  propped ;  true,  tbe  duty  is  col- 
lected in  a  di^rent  mode,  bnt  it  affects  the  oon- 
somer  in  the  same  manner.  The  gentlemen 
have  said,  to  be  sure,  that  the  duty  is  evaded; 
but  if  half  is  collected,  it  amounts  to  more  than 
NX  cents  per  gallon. 

It  is  said  l£at  a  tax  on  molasses  will  be  un- 
but  not  more  so  than  a  tax  on  eah^ 
gentlemen  state  more  serious  apprehen- 
sions in  the  former  than  the  latt«rcssot  yetthe 
committee  did  not  forego  a  productive  fund, 
because  the  article  was  a  necessary  of  life,  and 
in  general  consumption.  If  there  is  the  dispo- 
sition that  is  represented  for  people  to  com- 
plain of  the  oppression  of  Government,  have 
not  the  citizens  of  the  Sootbem  States  more 
just  ground  for  complaint  than  others  t  The 
^BtcDt  can  only  be  acceptable  to  tbem,  baoaoaa 
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it  la  eweotlall;  nocMiiirT  to  be  adopted  for  the 


1  argae,  tliat  a  tax 
lupopnlar,  and  prove  it  by  ezperianoe  under 
the  BrItiBli  Ooyemnwnt.  If  this  ii  to  be  id- 
dooed  08  a  proof  of  the  popolarit;  of  a  measure, 
vliat  are  we  to  aaj  with  respeottoa  tazwi  tea? 
G^tlemea  remembered,  no  doubt,  how  odious 
this  kind  of  tu  was  thought  to  be  tbronghont 
Ameriea;  ^et  t^e  Eouae  had,  without  hesita- 
tion, laid  a  oonalderable  dot;  upon  iL  He  did 
sot  imagine  that  a  doty  on  either  of  tbose  arti- 
oIm  was  In  ilaelf  objectionable ;  it  was  the  prin- 
d|^  VfOD  which  the  tax  was  Itud  that  made 
than  nnpopolar  under  the  British  OoTem- 
ment^ 

IttasaidtliatthiataxiaQi^iist;  now,  he  had 
not  a  sing^  idea  <^  Jostioe,  that  did  not  contra- 
dict Uie  position,  u  it  be  considered  as  it  re- 
late* to  mm,  he  was  certain  the  consmners  of 
fbrtign  mm  paid  a  larger  pr(qx>rtion  of  revenue 
into  the  Treaniry  than  the  OMsnmers  of  coun- 
ti;  ram ;  they  pud  more  than  equal  diatribatiTe 
Jnaiioe  required ;  if  it  was  oon^ered  as  it  re- 
■peoted  mcdaases,  there  would  appear  do  iifjiu- 
tloe.  Mtdasses  was  ccmsDmed  ia  other  Btates; 
bat  if  it  was  not,  angar  was  used  in  its  stead, 
and  snlfjected  to  a  dnty  fbU  as  high  as  that  on 
molasKe.  Bat  dismissing  both  these  oonridera- 
dona,  and  even  admitting  the  whole  weight  to 
JUI  upon  the  Northern  States,  it  would  not  be 
disproportioned,  because,  in  the  long  list  of  enn- 
uuxatMl  articles  snlject  to  a  high  datj,  the; 
imported  tew  or  none :  indeed,  the  articles  were 
pntty  generallj  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
mann&ctnring  part  of  the  northem  community ; 
see  loaf  sugar,  oandlee,  oheeee,  soap,  Ac.  He 
hoped  gentlemen  wonld  not  infer  from  thia  ob- 
•ervatioD,  that  he  thoo^t  the  enoonragranent 
hcid  out  by  the  bill  to  mangfaotnrw  improper ; 
fitrfromitj  he  was  glad  to  see  their  growing 
conseqnenoee,  and  was  disposed  to  ^ve  them 

:j  i_  ujg  power.    From  this  view  of  the 

B  inclined  to  adhere  to  die  bill, 

a  not  make  any  rednction. 

Mr.  Qmrna  hoped  the  oonunittee  would  not 
oonaid^  the  anqject  as  finally  dedded;  he 
tbooght  it  deserving  of  fWlher  investigation, 
and  expected  Qia  committee  would  be  satisSed 
of  the  propriety  of  making  some  rednotion.  He 
flBlt  aooooem  at  I>eing  obliged  to  extend  the 
diaona^on,  bat  hia  duty  impelled  him  to  op- 
pOM  a  measnre  he  coiuieived  iqjnrions  to  Ida 
country. 

Gentlemen  had  contended,  that  a  dnty  of  rix 
oenta  per  gallon  on  molasses  was  Just  and  equal ; 
for  his  part,  he  conld  not  discover,  with  all  the 
exertions  his  mind  was  citable  of  making,  how 
gentlemen  prove  this  to  be  the  case ;  it  appeared 
to  Mm  partial  and  oppreesive. 

The  principle  laid  down  in  the  oonstitntJon 
fbr  an  eqnal  diatribntlon  of  taxes  was,  that  they 
■hall  be  ^tportioned  among  the  several  Stataa, 
aooordlng  to  thrir  respective  nnmber  of  inhabi- 
tants. This  prindple  ia  made  positive  as  it  re- 
apeota  direct  taxes;  bnt  hethon^t  theeqnality 
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ought  to  extend  Itself  to  every  possible  oaae. 
The  power  ponaaaed  by  the  Houa^  with  re- 
gard to  revenue  and  the  power  of  making  all 
neceassTT  laws,  enabled  tne  Oener^  Govorn- 
ment  to  exist  indqwndent  of  subordinate  aseoot- 
otious;  bnt  if  th^  were  inclined  to  annihilate 
the  State  GoTwuments,  yet  it  would  be  their 
interest  to  attend  to  the  advantages  of  the  oost- 
mnnity,  and  administer  their  power  so  as  not 
to  make  it  borthenaome  and  oppresave.  Vow, 
he  wished  to  know,  what  prindple  of  Jnatioe 
authorized  the  <ymmiittee  U>  lay  a  dnty  of  ^ 
cents  on  molasses )  UnJbrtnnatdy  fbr  "IfiMW 
chusetta,  she  imports  a  greater  quantity  than 
the  whole  Union  besides.  This  makes  her  in^ 
tercet  stand  alone,  and  her  repreeantAtirea  are 
left  to  labor  the  point,  knowings  the  ill  efleet  it 
will  have  upon  their  constituents.  Undv 
th«n  oircnmatancee,  it  is  neceeaary  to  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  tiie  iostice  of  the  measw; 
gmtlemen  should  eonsiaer  tiiat,  in  tadi  oaae^ 
there  ia  danger  i^  interest  prev^ling  over 
equity  and  policy.  Certainly,  If  the  measnra 
led,  we  BhaQ  discover  this  efibct  in  the 


Gentiemen  have  ocmridued  the  si^iunenta 
brought  agEunst  tliis  duty  aa  standing  npon  local 
ground,  advocating  the  local  iDt«rest  of  HasBa- 
chnsette.  He  wonld  examine  this  position.  It  is 
the  intereat  of  a  m^ority  of  the  people  of  that 
State,  that  aa  much  revenne  shcNild  be  drawn 
A^im  molsssea  as  possible.  I  say  it  is  the  intei^ 
est  of  the  State,  fbr  their  interest  is  divided  be- 
tween the  landed  and  oommenriol ;  the  landed 
inteieet  predominates,  and  it  was  always  mp- 
posed  that  the  commerdal  bore  a  greater  Aon 
of  the  pnbllo  burthen  than  it  ought.  The  con- 
duct of  the  State  of  Maasaebusetta  ought  to  be 
esteemed  by  us  as  the  best  guide  to  disoovcc 
how  far  «nr  commercial  regulations,  as  they  re- 
apeot  that  State,  are  oonsistent  with  policy.  If 
she  famishes  tbe  best  example.  Can  we  find 
that  she  ever  imposed  a  duty  of  ai  cents  per 
gallon  on  molasses  t  Not  a  single  instance  can 
be  produced  where  dta  raised  revenue  from  tiiia 
article.  If  they  then  never  laid  a  duty  npon  it, 
and  they  were  dif^oeed  to  get  every  thmg  in 
their  power  from  commeroe,  we  must  oouidade 
that  if  it  oonld  have  been  laid  they  wonld  have 
done  it.  It  is  not  tbe  landed  citiEena,  if  he 
might  use  the  term,  who  consume  moiaasee ;  it 
is  the  inhabitanto  of  the  sea-const ;  the  fbrmer 
had  the  power,  and  they  were  interested  to  li^ 
each  a  tax,  it  might  therefore  be  expected  thaj 
would  have  done  it,  if  they  hod  not  been  o<m- 
vlnoed  it  would  hare  deetroyed  the  fisheries  aad 
navigation  of  the  State. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Hadebok) 
cannot  see  how  aa  impost  on  molasses  can  af- 
fect the  distillwiee  and  fineries.  AAer  having 
been  repeated  over  and  over  ag^n,  it  wonld  be 
nnneoeasary  that  he  should  dwell  on  thia  point. 
But  every  one  could  see  the  connection ;  if  we 
do  not  Import  molasses,  we  cannot  carry  on  onr 
diatilleriea  n<»  vend  our  fish;  and  it  wiU  l>e  im- 
posrible  to  import  molaaaee  onder  moh  heavr 
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dmiei;  (t  kMt  tbe  fntiire  iinpMtatitai  will  be 
liniud  to  tw»-third«  ot  tbe  pteaent,  beoaoae 
tk  dHDud  win  be  in  pm^rtion  to  Qw  laoraase 
(f  price,  indtlM  merobant  vjll  not  have  o^ii- 
tii  to  inpatt  mora  than  two-thirds  of  his  naaal 

Ha  Toald  not  reiterate  the  amnnente  re- 
DM^  Um  fiaberies ;  it  waa  veil  known  to  be 
tM  Iwt  iniiwiy  for  aeamen,  the  United  States 
iMdnoother,  andit  never  oonld  be  the  iut«n-' 
tioi  rfgeotlemen  to  leave  the  navigation  of  the 
ITske  to  tbe  meroy  of  foreign  powers.  It  ia  of 
iiMMi|it7,  tbeo,  that  we  la;  the  foundation  of  our 
■ritiiM  importanoe  as  aoon  as  maj  be,  and 
AavHlwdoiieonlv  bj  eoooan^Cing  onr  fidie- 
m.  ItisalaoweUsaowntiiBtweluveftntan- 
iwii/tinla  m  tbia  bnnimwn  dcainnH  of  ezolDd- 
Of  H  from  the  Ssbiag  banks  alh^ether.  This 
maianika  of  itself  is  soffioient  to  indace 
a  VIM  kpaktore  to  extend  every  enooarage- 
iMtt  to  K  important  a  conoem.  In  any  re^- 
latkn  tbe;  make,  by  which  it  can  l>e  ^feotod, 
th«j  on^t  to  be  sure  (rf  the  groond  on  wMoh 

It  appeared  to  him  that  nz  orata  wonld  have 
^eoM  nnnoaa  eoiueqneooee  to  the  general 
iaWnt;  he  therefore  hoped  gentlemen  wonld 
■pee  to  teduee  it,  if  not  ao  aa  to  place  it  among 
tbe  ai  tdUrem  artiolea,  at  least  down  to  two 
— ^  However,  as  the  iXHninittee  are  not 
'  to  Mj  the  itartionlar  anm  proper  to  be 


d  Dp  at  some  ftttnre  stage  of  the 


Whe  ho| 


PntMitioaa  were  aeverallj  made  for  filling 
op  ibe  blank  with  tw<^  thrae,  fonr,  and  five 
Mt<;  9k  b^g  tbe  hi^ieat  waa  first  pat  and 
■pead  to-^ea  26.  noes  88. 

Ihe  enamittea  prooeeded  to  oonrider  the 
KbMq«tiitkle«;  but  not  having  time  to  go 
towgi  tfce  wb^  thev  roae,  and  rq>ortedpn>- 
V**^  aod  the  Hooae  •q|onnied. 

WKDKnDAT,  Uaj  18. 

Ae  petitioD  of  John  Fltoh,  of  Peniuylvania, 
wa  fwaented.  atatii^  that  he  ia  the  original 
froiwar  of  die  prindple  ot  appljiog  atesm- 
T^aw  to  the  porpoees  of  navi^tdon,  and  has 
''t*wwd  an  ezohinve  right  ther^  for  a  term 
t<  Ttay  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  Delaware, 
naujliauia,  New  Jersey,  and  New  York, 
^^fngihaX  his  rights maf  be  eeonred  to 
y»by  law,  ao  H  to  preelnde  anbseqnent  im- 
fowt  npon  lua  principle  from  partioipatios 
^yia.  until  tl>e  expiration  of  hiegranted  right. 
gfertd  to  a  cmnmittee,  consisting  of  Uesars. 
tInuBUTUx,  Oaiiwalidir,  and  Oos-nni,  to 
iqorttbareon. 

Jhitiei  OH  Import*. 

Ihe  Hooae  again  reaolved  Itself  Into  a  Com- 
■MtM  of  the  Whole  at  the  Impost  BilL  lb. 
FMitatbeeh^. 


AFBIOUX  K.1VIB. 

moved  l«  insert  a  ohuue  in  the 
bill,  impoaing  a  duty  on  the  importation  of 
alavea,  of  ten  dollars  each  person.  He  was 
sorry  that  tbe  conatitation  prevented  Oongrees 
from  prohibiting  the  importatios  altogether;  he 
thonght  it  a  defect  in  that  instrmnent  that  it  al- 
lowed of  Bucli  a  practice ;  it  was  oontraiy  to  the 
RevolntioD  principles,  and  on^t  not  to  be  per- 
mitted; bntasbeconldnotdoBllthegoodliede- 


woold  prevent,  in  some  degree,  this  irrational 
and  inhoman  ttsffio ;  if  so,  he  shonld  feel  hiq>p7 
from  the  sncoese  of  hia  motion. 

lb-.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  hc^  that 
snoh  an  important  and  aerions  prtqiosition  aa 
this  would  not  be  haatily  adopted.  It  was  a 
very  late  moment  for  the  introdaotioii  of  new 
Bobjects.  He  ezpeoted  the  oommittee  bad  got 
through  the  boBinosa,  aod  wonld  rise  wititont 
dlscnssing  sny  thing  flirther.  At  least,  if  gen- 
tlemen were  determined  on  considering  the 
present  motion,  be  hoped  they  wonld  dday  it  (at 
a  few  days,  in  order  to  dve  time  fbr  an  ezami- 
natlou  of  the  snljeot.  It  was  oertainly  a  mat- 
ter big  with  tbe  most  seriona  oonseqnenoes  to 
tbe  State  he  represented ;  be  did  not  think  any 
one  thing  that  had  been  disDnssed  was  so  im- 
portant to  them,  and  the  w«lfive  of  the  UnicHi, 
as  the  qaestion  now  broa^t  forward ;  bnt  be 
was  not  prepared  to  enter  on  any  argmnant, 
and  therefore  requested  the  motion  might  either 
be  withdrawn  or  laid  on  the  table. 

Ur.  BHKBiuir  approved  of  the  object  of  the 
motion,  bnt  he  did  not  think  this  bifi  was  pro- 
per to  embrace  the  sut^Jeot.  He  coold  not  re- 
ccmdle  himself  to  the  insertion  of  human  bein^ 
aa  an  article  of  dnty,  among  goods,  waree,  and 
merchandise.  He  heated  it  wonld  be  withdrawn 
for  the  preeent,  and  taken  np  hereafter  aa  an 
independent  snbjeot. 

Mr.  JioKBOR,  observing  the  quarter  from 
whidi  this  motitsi  came,  aud  it  did  not  anrptlM 
him,  tbongh  it  ndght  have  that  (Aeot  nptm 
others.  He  reooQeoted  that  Virginia  waa  ao 
(M  settled  State^  and  had  her  complement  at 
ataves ;  so  she  was  careleae  of  roomiting  her 
nnmbcva  by  this  means ;  tbe  natnral  increase  ot 
her  imported  blacks  waa  soffioient  for  their  pnr- 
poee ;  but  be  thonght  gentiemen  ought  to  let 
their  neighbors  get  snpplied,  before  they  im- 
posed  BDdi  a  barren  upon  the  importation.  He 
xnew  this  boeiness  was  viewed  in  an  odious 
light  to  tbe  eastward,  because  tbe  people  were 
citable  of  doing  their  own  work,  and  had  no 
occasion  for  alavea;  hot  gentlemen  will  have 
some  feeling  for  others ;  tbey  will  not  try  to 
throw  all  the  weight  npon  those  who  We  as- 
dsted  in  lightening  their  burthens ;  they  do  not 
wiab  to  charge  ns  for  every  comfort  and  enjoy- 
ment of  life,  and  at  the  same  time  take  away 
the  means  of  proooringihem;  tiiey  do  notwiob 
to  break  us  down  at  onoe. 

He  was  convinced,  from  the  in^titude  of  th* 
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moljim,  and  the  nuit  of  tima  to  oooeider  it, 
that  the  oaador  of  the  gentleman  would  indnoe 
htm  to  withdraw  It  for  the  present ;  and  if  ever 
it  oame  forward  again,  he  hoped  it  would  com- 
prehend the  white  slaves  as  well  ee  blaok,  who 
ir«re  impwtad  from  all  the  J^la  of  Europe ; 
wretobea,  ooDTioted  of  the  most  fiagrant  crimes, 
were  broof^t  in  and  sold  without  aoj  intj 
wbMerw.  He  thought  that  the?  ought  to  he 
t^id  eqnallj  with  the  AMoaus,  and  had  no 
doabt  bat  the  ooostttationality  and  propriety  of 
BDch  a  meaanre  waa  eqoallj  qtpareat  with  the 


Ur.  Tuoxan  thought  it  mifair  to  bring  In 
iooh  an  important  sabjeot  at  a  time  when  de- 
lute  was  abnoat  predaded.  The  oommittee 
had  gone  tlirOD^  the  napost  bill,  and  the  whole 


pointed,  and  mnoh  revenue  lost,  or  this  qneation 
cannot  undergo  that  ftill  diaonsdon  which  it  de- 
aerreB. 

We  have  no  right,  add  he,  to  consider  whether 
the  importation  of  slaves  is  proper  or  not;  the 
conatitntioii  gives  ns  no  power  on  that  point; 
It  is  left  to  the  Stat«s  to  jndge  of  that  matter 
as  the?  see  fit  But  if  it  is  a  bnaineaa  the 
gentleman  is  determined  to  dlaoourage,  he  ought 
to  have  brought  his  motion  ibrward  sooner,  and 
even  then  not  have  introduced  it  without  pre- 
viotts  notice.  He  hoped  the  oommittee  wonld 
rrieot  the  motion,  if  it  was  not  withdrawn. 
a»  was  not  speaking  so  much  fbr  the  State  he 
represented  a>  fbr  O^orgia ;  beoanae  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  had  a  prohibitoiy  law,  which 
eould  be  rraiewed  when  its  UmitatioD  expired. 

Hr.  Pasxeb  had  vantored  to  introdaee  the 
eabjeot  after  foU  deliberation,  and  did  not  like 
to  withdraw  it  Althongb  the  gentleman  from 
Oonneotiont  (Mr.  BaiBitui)  bad  sud,  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  enumerated  with  goods,  wares, 
ana  mendiandise,  he  believed  they  were  looked 
upon  by  the  African  traders  in  this  light  He 
niew  it  waa  degrading  the  human  Bpeoias  to 
annex  that  oharaoter  to  them ;  but  he  wonld 
rather  do  this  than  continue  the  actual  evil  of 
importing  slaves  a  moment  longer.  Ee  hoped 
Oongrees  wonld  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power 
to  reetore  to  human  nature  ita  inherent  privi- 
leges, and,  if  posrible,  wipe  off  the  stdgma  under 
wbloh  America  labored.  The  inoonSatenoy  in 
OUT  princi^ea,  with  which  we  are  justly  charged, 
should  be  done  away,  that  we  maj  show,  by  our 
actions,  the  pure  benefloence  of  the  doctrine  we 
hold  out  to  the  world  in  our  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. 

Ur.  Bbbbiuii  thought  the  prindples  of  the 
motion,  and  the  principles  of  ike  bill,  were  in- 
consistent ;  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  to  r^se 
revenue,  the  prinoiple  of  the  motion  to  correct 
a  moral  eviL  Now,  conudering  it  as  an  object 
of  revenue,  it  wonld  be  uqjnst,  because  two  or 
three  States  would  bear  the  whole  burthen, 
while  he  believed  they  bore  their  fall  propor- 
tion of  all  the  rest  He  was  agmnat  receiving 
tJie  motion  into  this  bill,  thongh  he  had  no  ob- 


Jeotion  to  taking  it  np  by  itoel^  on  the  princi- 
ples of  hnmamty  and  poUcy ;  and  therefore 
wonld  vote  against  it  if  it  was  not  withdrawn. 
Ur.  Ana  joined  the  gentieman  last  up ;  no 
one  oonld  suppose  htm  &varabte  to  Hlarery ;  he 
detested  it  mm  his  soul ;  but  be  had  aoine 
donbts  whether  impodng  a  dnty  on  the  impor- 
tation wonld  not  have  the  appeanuioe  ot  oomi- 
tenanoing  the  practice ;  it  waa  certainly  a  snb- 

eit  of  some  detioaey,  and  no  one  appeared  to 
prepared  for  the  discnseion.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  motion  wonld  be  withdrawn, 

Ur.  LirxBMOBi  was  not  against  the  prinople 
of  the  motion ;  but  in  the  present  case  he  con- 
ceived it  improper.  If  negroes  were  gooda, 
wares,  or  merohandiae,  they  oame  within  the 
tiUe  of  the  bill ;  if  they  were  not,  the  bill  wonld 
be  inoonsiatent.  But  if  they  are  gooda,  ware*, 
or  merchandise,  the  five  per  cent  ad  valorem 
will  onbrttoe  the  importation,  and  the  duty  of 
five  per  cent  !a  neariy  equal  to  ten  dollars  per 
head;  so  there  is  no  ooeaaon  to  add  it  even  on 
the  score  of  revenue. 

Ur.  JAOZBOTr  said^  it  was  the  faahion  of  the 
day  to  fiivor  the  liberty  of  slaves.  He  would 
not  go  into  a  discusrion  of  the  suljeet ;  hot  he 
believed  it  was  capable  of  demonstration  that 
they  were  better  oS  in  their  present  eibiAtion 
than  tiiey  woold  be  if  they  'were  mannndtted. 
What  are  they  to  do  if  they  are  discharged  f 
Work  for  a  living!  Experience  has  shown  na 
they  will  not  Examine  what  has  become  ot 
those  in  Maryiand;  many  of  them  have  been 
set  free  in  that  State.  Did  they  torn  themselvee 
to  indostry  and  nsefnl  pnrsoits?  No,  they  torn 
out  common  piokpooiets,  petty  larceny  vil- 
lains. And  is  this  mercy,  forsooth,  to  torn  tbmn 
into  a  way  in  which  tiiey  must  loee  their  lives ; 
for  when  they  are  thrown  npon  the  world, 
void  of  property  and  connections,  they  oanitot 
get  their  living  but  by  pilfering.  What  is  to  be 
done  for  compensation!  WiU  Vir^nia  set  all 
her  n^r">ee  free  t  Will  they  give  np  the  money 
they  ooBt  them,  and  to  whom!  When  thia 
practice  comes,  to  he  tried  there,  the  Bound  of 
Uberty  will  lose  those  charms  which  make  it 
grateml  to  the  ravished  ear.  But  onr  slaves 
are  not  in  a  worse  eitnation  than  they  were  on 
the  coast  of  AMcs.  It  is  not  uncommon  tb^n 
for  the  pgi«nts  to  sell  their  children  in  peaoe ; 
and  in  war,  the  whole  are  taken  and  madd 
slaves  togetiier.  In  these  oases,  it  is  c^j-  a 
change  of  one  slavery  fbr  another;  and  ai« 
they  not  better  here,  where  they  have  a  mastfir, 
bound  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  law,  to  pro- 
vide for  their  support  and  oomfbrt  in  old  age  or 
infirmity,  in  which,  if  th^  were  free,  thej 
would  aink  under  the  pressure  of  woe  for  iraiit 
of  asfflstanoe  t 

Be  would  BE^  nothing  of  the  partialis  of 
such  a  tin ;  it  waa  admitted  by  the  avowed 
friends  of  the  measure ;  Qeoigia,  in  parttcalar, 
woold  be  oppressed.  On  this  account,  it  woold 
be  the  most  odious  tax  Oongrees  could  impoee. 

Ur,  SommBHui  hoped  the  gentieman  would 
withdraw  his  motion,  because  the  j»«Mat  vna 
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■et  Um  tiow  or  tdaoe  for  introdndng  the  bmi- 
■M.  He  thon^  it  had  better  be  bron^t  for- 
vwd  in  the  Eooae  as  a  ^Hset  pnmidtioD. 
If  tht  gmleman  porieted  in  haTiiig  the  qnee- 
ftn  daMmiiMd,  he  wonld  move  the  prenons 
faMk&  if  he  waa  snifiorted. 

Vr.  KumoK. — I  eaimot  ooDonr  with  gentle- 
neo  vbo  think  tbe  preewit  an  inipnq>er  tune  or 
fkntoanterintokdisoaadonof^the  proposed 
BotioB,  If  it  is  taken  op  in  a  separate  view, 
■tibiDdo  thesame  tbiu^at  a  greater  expense 
rf  tiiM;  Bat  gentlonen  mj  Ibst  it  is  im- 
merto  eoonect  the  two  objects,  becanse  they 
00  not  come  within  the  title  of  liie  bill ;  but 
lUi  otjectkn  maT-  be  obviated  by  acoommodat- 
hf  tha  title  to  the  contents.  There  may  be 
Kme  inootMsteiuy  in  combining  the  ideaa 
riddi  gentlenien  hSiTe  expreesed,  that  is,, 
idoing  the  hnman  race  as  a  species  of  . 
party  ;bDt  the  evil  doee  not  arise  from  adopting 
the  daoN  now  proposed ;  it  is  froin  the  impor- 
tMkn  to  wUch  it  rdates.  Oor  object  in  enn- 
BiBitiEig  persons  on  paper  with  merchandise, 
ti  to  pnnDt  the  practice  of  aotnaljj  treating 
than  M  Rich,  by  having  them  in  fatnre  forming 
pwt  el  the  CAi^oes  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
tlMadin  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States. 
Ik  motioD  is  eakokt«d  to  avtrid  the  very  evil 
MmMed  by  the  gentleman. 

IthHbemaaidthat  this  tax  will  be  partial 
■d  mraisive ;  bat  if  a  f^  view  is  taken  of 
tidi  n^ect,  I  think  we  may  form  a  different 
NtMhuMio.  Bnt  if  it  be  partial  or  oppressive, 
•ra  tb«n  not  many  instances  in  which  we  have 
Ind  tans  of  this  natmre  ?  Yet  are  they  not 
thmglit  to  be  Jnstiaed  by  national  policy  ?  If 
nj  utide  ia  warranted  on  this  aooonnt,  how 
nadi  more  are  we  aathorized  to  proceed  on 
tfaii  oecariont  The  dictates  of  humanity,  the 
pnndflH  of  the  people,  the  national  safety  and 
aanmsi,  aad  pmdent  policy  require  it  of  ns. 
Iha  ctutitatioo  has  paracolarly  called  our  at- 
toKin  to  it;  and  of  all  the  artides  contained 
in  tbe  Un  before  na,  this  is  one  of  the  last  I 
A(«Id  be  willing  to  make  a  concession  npon, 
B  br  IS  I  am  at  Hbertj  to  go,  according  to  the 
tMU  of  the  etmstitatioa  or  principles  of  jus- 
tice. I  would  not  have  it  nnaerstood  that  my 
»ri  wwild  cany  me  to  disobey  the  inviolable 
wwMinds  of  eiUier. 

Iradeietood  it  had  hoea  {nlxmat«d,  that  the 
■(tiai  WM  inocHiBBtent  or  nnconstitntlonftl.  I 
Itfint^  nr,  my  worthy  colleague  has  formed 
tfae  words  witb  a  particular  refbrenoe  to  the 
a ;  an^  how,  so  far  as  the  doty  is 
tiy  accords  with  that  ' 


k  Tdl  midersbiod,  but  I  am  far  from  snpponng 
Bw  &tion  improper.  If  the  description  of  the 
pvxne  does  not  aoeord  with  the  ideas  of  the 
lylmnan  trwa  OeiMpa,  Q£r.  Jaozbok,)  and 
"•  idea  is  a  proper  one  for  flie  oonmutt«e 
te  tAoft,  I  see  no  difBcnllj  in  chaoglng  the 
lihnNMki^. 
leoDcaTe  the  eonstitation,  in  this  particnlar, . 


was  formed  in  order  that  the  OoTemment, 
whilst  it  was  reetraioed  from  laying  a  total  pro- 
hibition, might  be  able  to  give  some  te^imony 
of  the  sense  of  America  with  respect  to  tlte 
African  trade.  We  have  liberty  to  impose  a 
tax  or  duty  npon  the  Importation  of  snch  per- 
sons, as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  OtaO 
think  proper  to  admit ;  and  this  liberty  was 
granted,  I  preemne,  upon  two  oonsiderationa. 
The  first  was,  that  nntU  the  time  arrived  wh«i 
they  might  abolish  the  importation  of  slaves, 
they  mi^t  have  an  opporttmity  ot  evidencing 
tbeir  sentiments  on  the  policy  and  hnmanity  ot 
SDcb  a  trade.  The  other  was,  that  they  might 
be  taxed  in  due  proportion  with  other  artides 
imported;  for  if  the  poseeseor  will  consider 
them  as  property,  of  coarse  they  are  of  v^ne, 
and  ooght  to  be  p^d  for.  If  gentiemen  are  m>- 
prehensive  of  oppresdon  from  the  weight  of  the 
tax,  let  them  make  an  estimate  of  its  propor> 
tjon-  and  they  will  find  that  it  very  bttle  ex- 
ceeds five  per  cent,  ad  valorem;  so  that  th^ 
will  gain  very  little  by  having  tbem  thrown  Into 
that  mass  of  artidee ;  whilst,  by  selecting  them 
in  the  manner  proposed,  we  eheH  foMl  the  pre- 
vailing expectations  of  onr  feUow-citizens,  ami 
perfonn  oor  dnty  in  exeonting  the  porposes  of 
the  oonstitntdou.  It  is  to  be  ht^ed,  that  by  ex- 
pressing a  national  disqwobation  of  this  trade, 
we  may  destroy  it,  and  save  onrsdves  from 
reproaches,  and  oor  posterity  the  imbecQi^ 
ever  attendant  on  a  conntry  filled  with  slaves. 

I  do  not  wish  to  s^  any  thing  barab  to  the 
hearing  of  gentlemen  who  entwtmn  different 
sentiments  from  me,  or  different  sentiments 
from  those  I  represent;  but  if  there  is  any  one 
p<Hnt  in  which  it  Is  cle^y  the  polity  d  this 
nation,  so  fisr  as  we  constitutionally  can,  to  vary 
the  practice  obtaining  nnder  some  of  the  State 
Governments,  it  Ea  this.  Bat  it  is  certain  a 
m^ority  of  tne  States  are  opposed  to  thia  prao- 
tice ;  theretbre,  npon  principle,  we  ongbt  to  dis- 
countenance it  as  far  as  is  in  onr  power. 

If  I  were  not  afraid  of  being  told  that  the 
Repree^tatdves  of  the  several  States  are  the 
beet  able  to  jndge  of  what  ia  proper  and  con- 
dndve  to  thdr  particnlar  procnwnty,  I  shoald 
ventore  to  s^y  tbat  It  ia  as  mncb  the  interest  of 
Oeo^a  and  Bonth  Oarolina  as  of  any  in  the 
Union.  Every  addition  they  reodve  t»  Hwlr 
nnmber  of  slaves,  tends  to  weaken  and  render 
tbem  leas  capable  of  self-defence.  In  case  of 
hostilities  with  foreign  nations,  they  will  be  the 
means  of  inviting  attack,  instead  of  rqwlling 
invasion.  It  is  a  necessary  duty  of  the  Gene- 
ral Govemment  to  protect  every  part  of  the 
empire  agdnst  danger,  ae  well  int^Tial  as  ex- 
ternal Every  tiling,  therefbre,  which  tends  to 
increase  this  danger,  though  it  may  be  a  local 
affair,  yet,  if  it  involves  national  expense  or 
safety,  beeomea  of  concern  to  every  part  of  the 
Union,  and  is  a  proper  subject  for  die  consider- 
ation of  those  charged  wiu  the  general  admin- 
istration of  the  Government.  I  hope,  in  mak- 
ing these  observations,  I  shall  not  be  under- 
stood to  mean  that  a  prc^r  attention  ou(^ 
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ttaaoes  of  aaj  part  of  the  United  Statea,  or 
thmt  tbe  partiODlar  reprewntatives  are  not  belt 
able  to  Jndge  of  tbe  Benoe  of  tb^  immediate 


euunine  the  proposed  meaeore  bj  the 
.^  iDt  there  ia  between  it  and  the  eiiednK 
^«te  laws,  it  will  show  qb  that  it  ii  patronized 
hj  a  Terj  respectable  part  of  the  Caba.  I  am 
informed  that  South  Oaroliua  has  prohibited 
tbe  Importation  of  aUvw  for  several  years  jet 
to  come.  We  have  the  BataBbotion,  then,  of 
reflectiDg  that  we  do  nothing  more  than  their 
own  laws  do  at  this  moment.  Thia  is  not  the 
case  with  one  State.  I  am  sorry  that  her  utoa- 
tion  is  SQch  as  to  seem  to  reqnire  a  popolation 
of  Uiis  nature ;  but  it  is  impoeeible,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  to  oonsnlt  the  national  good,  withoat 
doing  what  we  do  not  wish  to  do  to  some  par- 
tioolar  parL 

Perhaps  gentiemen  oontend  against  the  in- 
trodDOtion  of  the  danse  on  too  tuight  gromida. 
If  it  does  not  oomport  with  the  tide  of  tlie  bUl, 
alter  the  latter.     If  it  does  not  conform  to  the 

Ciae  terms  of  the  oonstitation,  amend  it. 
if  it  will  tend  to  delay  the  whole  bill,  that, 
perhaps,  will  be  the  best  reason  for  maUng  it 
the  otgect  of  a  separate  one.  If  this  be  the 
sense  of  the  otnnmittee,  I  shall  anbmit 

Ur.  Qebbt  thought  all  dntjes  ought  to  be 
laid  as  eqnal  as  pcwtdble.  He  had  endeavored 
to  enfbroe  this  principle  yesterday,  bat  withoet 
the  BQOoesB  be  wished  for ;  he  was  boond  by 
the  principle  of  jostioe,  therefore,  to  vote  for 
the  propoeition.  Bat  if  the  committee  were 
desirona  of  oraisideriDg  the  snttJeet  faUy  by  it- 
self he  had  do  Dl!)ecti<ai ;  bat  he  tfaooght  when 
gentlemen  lud  down  a  principle,  they  ooght  to 
■upport  it  generally. 

Mr.  Bdbxs  said,  genQeraen  were  contending 
fbr  nothing;  that  the  value  of  a  slave  averaged 
about  eighty  poondo,  and  the  duty  on  that  eom 
at  five  per  cent,  would  be  ten  dollars.  As  Coa- 
gresB  ooold  go  no  farther  than  that  snm,  he  con- 
ceived it  made  no  diSerenoe  whether  they  were 
ennmerated  or  left  in  the  conunoa  mass. 

Mr.  Huimos. — If  we  contend  fbr  nothing, 
the  genUemen  who  are  opposed  to  ns  do  not 
ooateod  for  a  great  deal.  Bat  the  qnestion  is, 
whether  the  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  all  ar- 
ticles imported,  will  have  any  operation  at  all 
upon  the  introdQction  of  slaves,  nnlees  we 
make  a  particular  enameration  on  this  aocoont. 
The  oolkotor  may  mistake ;  for  he  would  not 
preeometo  ^>ply  tbet«nn  gooda,  warea,  and 
merchandise  to  any  person  whatsoevw.  Bat 
if  that  general  deflidbon  of  good^  wares,  and 
merchandise,  ia  snppoB«d  t«  inolode  Amoan 
daTea,  why  may  we  not  particnlarly  ennmerate 
tiiem,  and  lay  tiie  dobr  points  out  by  th?  eon- 
••tttDUon,  wluch,  as  gentlemen  tell  as,  is  no 
more  than  five  per  oent  open  their  valne.  This 
will  not  imorease  the  bnrthen  upon  any ;  but  it 
Tin  be  that  manifestation  of  onr  sense  expected 
by  onr  oonstitneots,  and  demanded  by  Jnatice 
ud  hr' — ''~ 


]£r.  BukBD  had  no  doubt  of  the  proprialiy  or 
good  policy  of  this  measure.  He  had  made  ap 
his  nund  npon  it;  he  wished  slaves  had  nerer 
been  introdnoed  into  America.  But  if  it  was 
impossible  at  this  time  to  cnre  the  evil,  he  waa 
very  willing  to  J<^  In  any  meaiores  that  would 
prevent  its  extending  farther.  He  had  sodm 
dOlilKa  whether  the  prohibitorr  laws  of  tlw 
States  were  not  in  utrt  repealed.  Those  who 
had  endeavored  to  diaooantenanoe  tlus  trade  bj 
layiug  a  doty  on  the  importatiMi,  were  prevent- 
ed by  the  oonstitntion  m>m  conlinaing  sack  r»- 
golation,  which  declares  that  no  State  shall  1^ 
any  impost  or  dutiee  on  importSL  If  thia  were 
the  case,  and  he  snqieoted  pretty  strongly  that 
it  was,  the  neoeasty  of  adopdog  tJie  pn^wation 
of  his  colleagoe  was  more  apparenL 

ill.  SnsBiLur  said  tbe  constitation  does  not 
consider  theee  persons  as  apedes  of  proper^ ;  it 
speaks  of  them  aa  persona,  and  ai^s,  that  a  tax 
or  doty  may  be  imposed  <«i  the  impratatkra  ai 
them  into  any  State  which  aball  permit  the  aame^ 
but  they  have  no  power  to  wt^bit  snch  imp(»- 
tatiOD  for  twenty  years.  But  Ooogreaa  baiva 
power  to  declare  upon  what  terms  persona  oon^ 
tug  into  tbe  United  States  shall  be  entitled  ta 
citizenship;  the  rale  of  natoralifatiou  mnat, 
however,  be  nniform.  He  was  ooovinced  there 
were  others  who  ought  to  be  r^pilated  in  thia 
pu-tionlar,  the  importation  of  wh<Hu  waa  of  aa 
evil  tendency ;  he  meant  oonvicta  partioaiarty. 
He  thongbt  that  some  regolatiMi  respecting 
them  waa  also  proper ;  but  it  being  a  different 
SQllJeot,  it  ooght  to  be  taken  np  in  a  di£foreot 
manner. 

Ur.  Uadoos  was  led  to  believe,  from  tha 
observation  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen, 
that  it  would  be  best  to  make  this  the  sabjaot  <rf 
a  distinct  bill:  he,  therefore^  wished  hk  oal- 
league  would  withdraw  his  moticm,  and  more  in 
the  House  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  lull  oo  tiw 
same  prindplea. 

Mr.  Pabkxb  consented  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tioQ,  under  a  conviction  that  the  Hoose  'warn 
fuUy  salted  of  its  propriety.  He  knew  verj 
well  that  theee  persons  were  neither  gooda  nor 
wares,  bnt  they  were  treated  as  artiolee  of  atois 
chacdise.  AlUioogh  he  wished  to  get  rid  trf 
this  part  of  his  property,  yet  he  f^old  not 
consent  to  deprive  other  people  of  thuia  by  txtj 
act  of  his,  without  their  consent. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progrea^  and 
the  Houae  a^ourned. 

Fbida7,  May  18. 
Ur.  Wmrx,  one  of  the  Repreeentatiyea  ftiMa 
Vtrgiiua,  presented  to  the  House  a  reaolve  <rf 
the  Xe^iOature  of  that  atat«,  of  the  SIHn  of  Be- 
oember,  17S8,  ofibring  to  the  aooeptanoe  of  tbe 
Federal  Oovemment,  ten  miles  square  of  terri- 
tory, or  Boy  leeser  quantity,  in  any  part  of  that 
State,  whidi  Oongrees  may  chooee,  to  be  oooq. 
pied  and  posadesed  by  the  TJnit^  Statea,  as  the 
seat  of  tne  Federal  Government :  which,  ww 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  «a  the  taUe. 
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Aa  eogroased  InQ  foe  IftTing  a  dat^  on  goods, 
van.  Kid  merehanduea,  imported  into  the 
Uidtad  StttM,  waa  read  a  third  time,  and,  on  a 
nodoH  iiMde.  ordered  to  be  reoomniittea  to  a 
OonnmtUe  of  the  whole  Honae  immediately. 

The  Home,  aeomdin^,  reeotved  itaeif  into 
thi  aad  eommittee ;  and,  aR«r  tome  time,  the 
i>wwfw™*  roaa,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
■atadmoita,  which  were  agreed  to  b;  the 
Bonn. 

Ifr.  Jtannov  made  a  motion  ftnther  to  amend 
HcMid  Un,  hj  addinc  to  the  end  thereof  a 
daHi  fix-  tintUuig  the  &na  of  its  oontintianee. 
Mr.  Axaa  o^Hvseed  a  doabt  of  the  propriety 
rftbe  motkn.  Hethoo^t  the  bill  ought  to  be 
—■"■——-**  whh  tbe  wantfl  of  Gorenunent. 
Kr.  F^naoHHra. — CV>r  want  of  a  proper 
kacnrledget^  tbetnw  ritnation  of  om- afiurs, 
wa  wenaaUe  to  determine  how  &r  the  pr«eent 
inviBoaiaaqultotheneoeeaitJea  of  the  Onion, 
nA  tUa  draomataaoe  wiU  tend  to  add  consi- 
deraUr  to  oar  anbarraaament  in  hmitiiig  the 
doTBtion.  If  we  make  the  time  too  short  to 
ta]^  the  pobBo  'want^  we  shall  not  hold  ont 
to  Uke  pabho  ereditora  a  anffioient  Heoority  for 
Iba  MBctual  psymMit  of  their  debts.  If  we 
riMMid  wmnt  to  niaamcaiej  b;  a  loan,  we  could 
iMif  expeet  it  aoecriing  to  the  dnratiOD  of  the 
tmA :  thk  makes  the  preaent  motion  a  aniject 
I  Mutdaration.  Not  Hiat  I  ol^ect  to 
1  haa  in  contemplation,  bat  I 
„  „  to  bo  naed,  that  shall  dedg- 
Mta  tba  oontiniiatioD  of  the  law  to  be  till  the 
rata  are  nq^ilied  and  thereafter  cease.  I  am 
not  of  opinion  that  it  shonld  be  fbr  half  a  centu- 
17,  beeaoaa  I  bope  onrnatiixud  debt  will  be  ex- 
Ihgililii  il  in  mndt  tees  time;  bnt  really  I  mnst 
ooaiMa,  m  tbta  mcoMait,  I  iM  ocoiddetable  em< 
TiariaawMiBi  in  detennininK  in  my  mind  the  pe- 
riod iir  wUdi  it  abonld  esat,  whether  an  enn- 
■aatatad  tann  of  yaara,  or  a  gMwal  deolaration 
daring  tiw  eontinnanoe  of  the  pnhUo  want& 

Mr.  L^  thm^t  the  opmtSOaa  of  the  law 
aonid  not  be  well  imdentood ;  that  It  waa  a  sje- 
nenL  and  ooght  U>  be  temptmuy, 
.  »  fbtare  Ooogreea  might  make 
BOta  aa  time  ahoold  diaeover  to  be 
How  perfect  aoever  the  theorj 
letioe  ndght  prove  it  other- 
)  wished  its  operation  limited 
for  tfan«  or  fire  yeara.  He  thocgbt  it  would 
ba  wias  in  the  Honae  to  adopt  the  motion,  in 
ofdv  to  fraveot  anj  li^natioe  which  a  perma- 
MBt  and  impcTfaet  reoolation  might  bkve  on 
MtMity.  He  expected  this  wonld  beget  confi- 
wmet  in  Um  Goronment,  whioh  was  to  him  a 
*«T  dednbla  oUeet. 

■r.  Wmam. — The  ooDaHtotion  having  an- 
tbtiand  tbe  Boom  Ot  BqiresentatiTee  alone  to 
•ri^nata  mon^  billa,  plaoea  an  Important  tnut 
h  «^  handi^  wUsIl  m  their  proteoton,  we 
tm^  not  to  part  with.  I  do  not  mean  to  im- 
plj  thnt  ttie  Seosta  are  leas  to  be  tnuted  than 
Hm  Hooae;  bnt  tlte  ocoutitDtion,  no  donbt  * 
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whole  Government  In  this  pardcnlar,  which  for 
their  interest  they  on^t  not  to  let  oat  of  their 
hands.  Becddea,  the  oona^tnUon  aays  ftirtber, 
that  no  appropriation  shall  be  for  a  longer  term 
than  two  yean,  which  of  oonseqneDce  lunita  the 
duration  of  the  revenue  law  to  that  period; 
when,  if  it  is  found  conducive  to  the  pnblie 
wel&re,  it  may  he  continned  by  the  legiuators 
wpointed'by  the  people,  and  wbo  alone  are  au- 
thorized to  declare  upon  this  qneadoa  in  tlie 
first  instance. 

iir.  LivKBifoxB  hoped  bnt  little  time  wonld 
be  taken  up  in  the  ^aoossioD  of  this  snUeotk; 
the  people  were  anziotisly  waiting  the  resnlt  of 
their  deliberationB ;  beside  the  impost  was  d^y 
slipping  away.  He  had  no  donbt  of  the  pro- 
priety of  tlie  motion,  becanse  from  the  acknow- 
ledged imperfections  of  the  bill,  it  would  never 
do  for  a  permanent  ayatem.  If  the  people,  who 
consider  themselves  snbjected  to  vuy  high  and 
very  mieqoal  dntiea,  find  no  termination  of  the 
grievance,  they  wiJ!  immediately  adopt  mea- 
Bures  in  thair  defence,  to  thwart  the  views  of 
Government ;  bnt  if  they  nnderstand  the  law  aa 
temporary,  and  only  passed  in  order  to  gain  ex- 
perience for  forming  a  better  system,  tbey  will 
be  induced  to  give  it  &lr  play,  and  bear  the  bnr* 
then  without  cianidaint,  traslmK  to  the  wisdom 
and  Jnstioe  of  Otmgress  for  snch  alterations  aa 
praoDoe  may  show  to  be  neoeeaary. 

Betndee,  the  objects  fbr  which  tl>e  reveoae  is 
now  wanting,  will  decrease  annually;  this  will 
be  an  additional  reason  for  limiting  ite  dnration. 
He  waa  not  fbr  a  very  short  term ;  he  Ihonght 
five,  seven,  or  ten  years,  wonld  be  more  eligible 
than  two  or  three,  bat  ne  was  decidedly  agunal 


lOEBCor  bad  miderstood,  that  one  of 

the  oUecta  of  the  bill  was  the  re-eatabliahment 
of  pnblio  credit;  bnt  it  never  oonld  be  imagined 
th^  a  law,  limited  to  three  or  fimr  years,  conld 
do  this  in  any  great  degree;  nor  conld  any  ad- 
vantage arise  from  loans  negotiated  and  termi- 
nated within  snch  a  short  period.  Under  these 
Impresaiixta,  he  conceived  the  motitm  struck  at 
the  credit  <rf'  the  itew  Government,  which  the 
people  hadjnst  established. 

Jii.  UAineoir. — When  he  o^red  this  ainead- 


oppodtion.  To  pass  a  biU,  not  limited  In  dnr»- 
tion,  which  was  to  draw  revenne  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  ai^eared  to  be  daagerona 
in  the  admlnisttatioa  of  any  Government;  he 
hoped,  therefbre,  the  Honse  wonld  not  be  less 
cantioos  in  thia  partionlar  than  other  nationa 
are,  who  profen  to  act  upon  sound  principles. 
He  imagined  it  mi^t  be  considered  by  their 
conatitoents  as  incnnpatible  with  the  qiirit  of 
the  oonstitotion,  and  danKcrons  to  republican 
princit^ei^  to  pan  anoh  a  law  nolimited  in  ita 
dnration. 

Beiddea  the  reatoration  of  pobUo  credit,  he 
thought  the  act  bad  in  view  the  enconragement 
of  a  partionlar  deecription  ot  people^  which 
might  lead  them  into  ent«rprlaea  ot  a  pecnUar 
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lutnre,  t<a  tbe  jwoteodon  of  wbiott  the  pablio 
Mth  seemed  to  be  pledged.  Bat  would  gentle- 
men infer  from  hence,  tJiat  no  slteratJon  on^t 
to  take  plM«  if  the  moDn&ctnies  were  well  ee- 
tabliehea  t  The  snbjeat  appeared  to  him  in  a 
ttrofold  point  of  view ;  Bnt,  to  provide  for  the 
exigencies  of  Oovemment,  and  second,  for  the 
establiabmeat  of  pablio  credit ;  but  he  thoo^t 


ebowed  a  proper  attention  to  the  ponotnal  per- 
fbnnanoe  of  its  engagements,  it  wonld  obtain 
the  latter;  the  other  wonld  be  seonred  by  mak- 
ing proTiBion  aa  the  oooa^on  demanded.  If  the 
bill  was  to  be  made  perpetnal,  it  would  be  oon- 
tinned  after  the  pnrpoee  for  which  it  was  adopt- 
ed had  oeaaed ;  the  error  wonld  in  this  ease 
be  irremediable;  whereaa,  if  its  limitation  was 
determined,  it  wonld  alwaTS  be  in  the  power 
of  tbe  Qovenunent  to  make  it  commensurate 
with  what  the  pnblio  debta  and  contingendea 
rwiired. 

The  constitntaon,  aa  had  already  been  observ- 
ed, places  the  power  in  the  House  of  originating 
money  bills.  The  prindpal  reason  why  the 
oonatitntJon  had  made  this  distinction  was,  be- 
oanse  they  were  chosen  by  the  people,  and  sap- 
posed  to  be  best  aoqnainted  wil^  their  interests 
and  aUlity.  In  order  to  make  them  more  par- 
tionlarly  acqoEunted  with  these  ol^eota,  the  dem- 
Doratla  branch  of  the  LegiHlatnre  consisted  of  a 
greater  namber,  and  were  chosen  for  a  shorter 
period,  so  that  thej  might  revert  more  freqnent- 
ly  to  the  mass  of  the  people.  Now,  if  a  reve- 
nue law  was  made  perpetual,  however  nnequal 
its  operodon  might  be,  it  wonld  be  ont  of  the 
power  of  this  Honse  to  effect  an  alteration ;  for 
if  the  President  chose  to  object  to  the  meaanre, 
it.  wonld  require  two-thirds  of  both  Hooses  to 
oarry  it  £ven  if  the  Bonse  of  Representatives 
were  nnanimons  in  their  opinion  that  the  law 
onght  to  be  repealed,  they  wonld  not  be  able  to 
carry  it,  onless  a  great  m^ority  appeared  in  the 
Senate  also. 

Mr.  BomtiNOT  siud,  the  time  mentioned  by 
the  former  Oongreas,  and  to  which  they  request; 
ed  the  oonanrrence  of  the  several  8tal«s,  was, 
that  the  impost  dnties  might  be  oontiuoed  for 
twenty-five  yeera.  This  reonest  was  made  on 
ftaU  ooaaidenvtion,  and  they  did  not  think  it  was 
more  than  sntScient  to  discharge  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  nationaJ  debt.  Ue  condnd- 
ed,  therefore,  that  it  was  better  to  let  the  law 
rem^n  withont  limitation;  because  when  they 
fbnnd  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended 
were  accomplished,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
Oongress  to  repeal  the  law. 

Mr.  Lawbenoe  thought  the  present  was  a 
subject  of  great  importance,  and  he  lamented 
it  was  not  brought  forward  at  an  earlier  period, 
because  he  feared  the  time  wonld  not  allow 
that  full  discussion  or  deliberation  which  ought 
to  take  place.  He  wished  also  that  the  House 
was  acqntunted  with  the  necessities  of  the 
United  States,  that  so  they  might  make  prijvi- 
sion  accordingly;  but  these  two  points  were 


■VortiL  [MaY,  ITSa 

mere  matter  of  speoulation  aa  to  their  preetee 
amount;  yet  he  b«lieved  it  was  agreed  on  aU 
hands,  that  the  ways  and  means  proTided  in 
this  bill  for  the  support  of  Oovemment,  the  pay- 
ment of  int«reet  and  instalments  of  the  foreign 
and  domestic  debt,  were,  so  flu  as  agreed  to, 
inadequate  to  the  oi^ect  If  this  be  the  case, 
the  pnoUc  debt  must  accumulate ;  and  as  we  do 
not  know  when  the  time  may  come  for  its  ex- 
tinguishment, the  provision  cannot  be  limited; 
for  every  gentleman  vriil  agree,  that  if  the  de- 
mand for  revenue  be  increased,  the  ftmd  ou^t 
to  be  oommensurate  to  the  object.  Is  there 
any  time  when  the  civil  list  will  cease  its  ^- 
mand  t  If  there  is  not,  there  will  be  a  perpeta- 
al  call  fbr  revenue.  He  tbou^t  it  abecdately 
impoasible  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  fbe 
debts,  if  the  bill  was  limited  to  two,  tliree,  or 
fonr  years ;  such  a  precarious  provision  wonld 
never  tend  to  the  re-establialunent  of  pnMio 
credit.  If  the  biQ  was  not  limited,  it  wonld  al- 
ways be  in  the  power  of  the  Legialatore  to 
lower  the  duties,  or  make  such  other  alteration 
as  might,  upon  experience,  be  tbouriit  bene&dal 
to  the  community ;  whereaa  if  the  bill  woe 
limited,  it  would  be  thought  improper  to  make 
any  amendments  during  the  term  for  which  it 
is  enacted,  althongh  those  ameodmente  appeared 
indispensably  necessary.  Bnt  why  is  this  de- 
gree of  caution  necessary  1  Will  not  the  ftdmin- 
istration  of  public  affairs  be  oondncted  in  Aitore 
by  representatives  as  good  as  ourselveaf  Wfl] 
they  have  less  wisdom  or  virtue,  to  discover  and 
pursue  the  good  of  their  feUow-citJBMm  tiiaa  we 


Mr.  BLA;n>. — Our  public  credit  < 
two  branches :  first,  as  it  respects  tbe  evidenoee 
of  our  debt,  in  the  hands  of  those  fVom  'wboan 
we  have  had  money  or  services ;  and  seotMkdly, 
as  it  reepecls  onr  ability  to  borrow  in  fiitnre. 
Now,  the  first  branch  of  public  credit  depends 
upon  &6  punctuality  with  which  the  intereat  ii 
paid ;  but  this  in  foreign  nations,  does  not  de- 
pend upon  the  limitation  of  the  act  Do  gen- 
tlemen suppose  our  laws,  like  thoae  of  the 
Medes  and  Feruans,  unchangeable  ?  Oan  ai^ 
person,  who  has  read  our  constitution,  belien 
that  it  is  in  our  power  to  pass  a  law  ^ritfaoirt 
limitation  ?  No,  it  is  impossible.  Ever;-  per^ 
son  knows  that  a  future  Congress  may  repeal 
this  and  every  other  law  we  pass,  whenever 
they  think  proper.  The  constituHon  had  pa*« 
tioi^arly  intrusted  the  Honse  of  RepreaentatiT^i 
with  the  power  of  rdsing  money ;  great  oan 
was  necessary  to  preserve  this  privilege  invio> 
late;  it  was  one  of  tbe  greatest  aeouritiee  *Hi 
people  had  for  their  libertiee  under  this  Qoren^ 
ment.  Moreover,  tlie  importance  of  the  Hona* 
itself  depended  upon  holding  the  puree-stringaj 
if  they  once  part  with  this  power,  they  won]! 
become  insiguUicant,  and  the  other  branch^ 
the  Legislature  might  become  altogether  in^] 
pendent  of  them.  For  these  reasons,  he  ^ras  U 
favor  of  the  motion  of  his  honorable  otdleafow 
uid  hoped  it  would  obtain,  ; 

Mr.  GsBZT.— There  SNOia  to  be  a    Ki«^ 
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Ttcstj  cf  (f  iniofu  eatert^ed  bj  gentlemen 
OD  this  qDMban.    But  tw  thonsht  the;  would 

"a  two  pointe :  first,  that  there 
t  demandB  upon  the  federal 

I,  eeo(«>dl7,  that  they  had  no  kind 
of  doooBaita  to  ahow  That  they  were,  or  what 
tlM  TereDoe  Inll  wonld  prodnoe.  Under  tbeae 
ditmHtiiice^  gentlemen  most  agree,  that  there 
k  dngcr  of  paning  a  law  that  woold  operate 
DRnMTely,  and  withont  reason.  There  was 
Hodagcr  of  erring  in  tM  mode  of  oollecldng, 
in  Tut  of  oiperieaoe  to  goide  them.  From 
tin*  eoodderation^  there  woh  no  donbt  but 
tbe  Mt  woold  require  the  re-oonsideration  of 
Its  I^^dabue  in  %  dnat  time ;  thei-e  may  be 
ifplicUioiM  from  the  people  of  all  qaartera  to 
i^oi  >  put  of  it.  Bat  what  ate  their  immo' 
£ila  Tc^cMntatiTes  to  do,  in  case  the  bill  be 
inid«  per^nal  I  They  may  be  oonvinced  that 
1  npeil  would  be  just  and  neoeasary ;  but  it 
IM^  nM  be  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  griev- 
vxc*  of  their  oonstitaenta,  however  desirons 
tlwy  m^  be  of  doing  so ;  for,  althongh  this 
EoHS  oiy  originate  and  oairy  a  bill  nnani- 
iBOaij  throng  for  the  repeal,  yet  it  will  be  in 
tbe  power  of  the  Preaid^t,  and  the  minority 
Vt  tbe  other  toBDch  of  Co^ress,  to  prevent  a 

llr.  HmuTODOR  thon^t  it  ea^  to  see  the 
diD^  of  m«fcing  this  bill  perpetnal :  beddee 
(MliDg  with  the  power  which  uie  oonatitation 
pre  to  the  Honae  of  RepreeentadTes,  in  anthor- 
iiiag  them  acdely  to  originate  money  bills, 
ttiae  woold  be  another  inconvenience,  which 
«M,  eitcnffing  t^e  reT«iae  beyond  what  the 
utme  of  the  paUio  debt  required.  The  for- 
ligD  debt  was  payable  by  instahnents ;  it  was 
iqiog  nothing  to  allege  that  the  debt  would 
ttcnanlate,  beoaoM  the  United  Statea  mnat 
mke  pronsion  for  the  wTinTnJ  extinguishment 
(^  a  pHt  If  the  reronoe,  ariinng  from  the 
impoat,  be  foanffident  for  this  purpose,  recourse 
■Bttbehadto  Mine  other  fond,  which  will  en- 
itih  us  to  perform  the  eogagementa  of  the  late 
CpBgnoL  It  is  true  the  debt  is  larger  and 
■31  lake  time  to  pay  it  ofi;  but  he  had  no 
AmE*  bat  it  would  be  done  according  to  con- 
Beet,  tod  with  honor  to  the  Unitm.    How,  then, 


,  . , ■  to  be  oommeDBDrate  with 

As  object!  If  they  contemplated  the  oontrao- 
Hbb  tf  man  debts  in  fotore,  the  suppodtdon 
■■Bbt  be  trae ;  bat  he  saw  no  reason  wny  gen- 
flnea  should  extend  their  Tievs  ao  far.  He 
ti^M^  if  a  future  war,  or  some  other  imtoward 
■knoiFtance,  should  increase  the  national 
Ut,  it  oa^t  to  be  provided  for  by  the  Govern- 
■at  who  were  aoqnainted  with  the  neoeeaity. 
M  tbooght  tbe  Honae  ought  to  oondder  se- 
ikody  bdbre  tbey  parted  with  their  powers ; 
it  WM  easy  for  them  to  pass  a  bill  to  give 
inrcr,  but  it  was  difBcnlt  to  recall  it.  He  had 
MB  maav  instances  of  this  kind;  one  in  parti- 
■dar  in  toe  State  from  which  he  came,  where 
^  Ijfgislamrc  had  ^ven  the  appointment  of 
■frifis,  and  sane  otitar  little  matters,  ont  of 


their  hands,  and  had  been  a  long  time  endea- 
voring to  get  it  back ;  but  they  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  it.  He  had  no  suspicions  of  any 
character  in  the  Senate,  but  the  constitution 
had  made  that  body  in  some  degree  perpetoal, 
to  obt^  a  permanency  in  the  laws;  %  there- 
fore, this  revenue  bill  had  once  thdr  u>prob&- 
tion,  they  might  be  inclined  to  oontlnne  it, 
even  against  the  sentimenta  of  the  people  and 
of  the  House.  Though  he  was  not  against 
tmsting  the  gentlemen  who  now  oompoeed  the 
Senate,  he  was  ogainHt  trusting  their  snocessors, 
Mr.  SviTH,  of  South  Carolina,  was  also  in 
fitvor  of  the  clause;  he  concaved  the  only  re^ 
son  of  weight  urged  against  it  related  to  the 
restoration  of  public  credit;  but  he  thought 
everyperson  possessed  of  the  stock  or  debt  of 
the  Ilnited  States  wonld  have  the  same  feel- 
ings and  reasoning  as  the  House ;  they  wonld 
know  that  their  demands  depended  upon  a 
higher  source  than  Congress,  and  might  be  sure 
that  we  would  do  onr  duty  in  making  partlcu* 
lar  provision.  If  Oongreea  n^lectod  this,  one 
part  of  the  creditors  would  compel  them.  If 
it  was  fonnd  that  the  United  Btatea  were  not 
1i«^oeed  to  pay  their  debts,  foreii^ers  would 
iud  the  means  to  make  them.  Taking  it  there- 
fore for  granted,  that  Congress  wonld  alw^ 
provide  for  these  ot^ects,  he  would  proceed  to 
consider  what  effect  might  arise  ^m  a  penno- 
uent  or  temporary  provision.  If  the  latter 
were  made,  the  creditora  would  honor  us  for 
onr  ezertiona,  and  confide  in  our  oontinnlng  to 
provide  for  them  in  the  manner  we  should  find 
upon  experience  most  convenient  to  the  com- 
munity. If  the  ^atem  waa  declared  to  be  a 
perpetual  provision  for  the  p^ment  of  their  in- 
terest, it  would  give  no  hope,  in  the  first  place, 
for  the  redemption  of  the  c>^>ita] ;  and  m  the 
second,  if  Congrees  were  to  alter  it,  and  which, 
in  all  probability  they  shortly  most,  the  secu- 
rity would  be  impured,  and  an  essential  iqjuiy 
done  to  the  publio  credit,  which  we  ore  so  de- 
Mr.  Ambs  considered  this  as  a  very  impor- 
tant question ;  and  in  order  that  his  own  mind 
might  be  folly  enlightened,  he  had  listened  with 
the  most  unwearied  attention  to  the  argnmenta 
urged  on  both  sides;  but  he  was  for  trwa  bdng 
satisfied  that  the  motion  waa  neoeesaiy  or  pro- 
per for  the  Honae  to  adopt 

Gentlemen  tell  us  they  are  willing  to  make 
the  revenne  commensurate  with  the  debt.  If 
they  do  this,  all  the  ineonveniences  resulting 
from  the  imperfection  of  the  system  will  be  en- 
tailed upon  ns  for  a  number  of  years.  Other 
gentlemen  mention  a  year  or  two  for  its  limita- 
tion. Can  the  House  listen  seriously  to  such  a 
proportion  I  H  we  were  to  tell  our  creditora 
that  we  ore  making  provision  for  them  for  one 
year,  would  it  tend  to  inspire  them  with  coafl- 
dence  in  onr  wisdom  or  justice?  Would  onr 
foreign  creditors  beUeve  we  were  scrapuloualy 
fulfilling  OUT  engagements  with  them  I  Ko: 
nothing  less  than  a  fixed,  permanent  system, 
can  beget  confidence  or  give  security.    An  illn- 
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Mr7  ijBtem  of  one  or  two  jtmn'  dmlioii  would 
engender  dirtnut ;  ite  veiy  vissge  would  make 
the  pablio  snspeot  deception.  If  we  do  not 
mean  to  deoeive,  why  not  make  the  provision 
oommeosnrAte  to  ihe  oooa^on !  Hu  idea  of  a 
temporarj  act  wm  pro  hoe  vie*,  bj  way  of 
periment :  bat  he  thought  the  House  could  sot 
make  the  axperiment  with  this  hill,  beoaase  the 
pablio  credit  wonid  not  admEt  of  it.  H  this 
aot  be  made  for  one  year,  will  it  not  be  a  con- 
skierable  expense  to  the  public  br  going  over 
all  the  groimd  again,  which  bad  token  the 
Eonse  soch  a  length  (^  tdme  todigcoast 

What  has  been  the  condnot  of  Qrest  Brit^ 
in  relation  to  her  ftuids  ?  What  bas  carried  the 
credit  of  that  kingdom  to  a  superior  endnence, 
tmt  the  attention  she  has  ptud  to  pablio  credit! 
He  considered  these  advantagee  as  having  mode 
titat  nation  rich  and  powerfbl  He  believed  a 
like  oondnct  on  oar  part  wonld  prodnce  the 
Mme  oonBeqaencea,  faeoanse  our  GoTemment 
Is  of  Bach  a  natnre  as  to  give  the  pablio  oredi- 
ton  the  greatest  seoority  thej  conld  wish.  II 
the  revwiDe  is  qn>r(^riated,  nai  the  Uw  for 
oollMtiiig  it  is  wiOiont  anf  limitatloi^  the  fimds 
oannot  be  taken  away  wiuioot  a  positive  aot  of 
iqJDotioe,  to  which  both  HonsM  of  the  Legiala- 
tnre  most  assent  hj  a  m^ority  of  two-tkinb, 
or  three  indq>endMit  parties  mnst  nnite.  It 
was  tiierefore  three  to  one  in  &Tar  of  the  pub- 
lic oreditOT,  that  the  ftmds  appropriated  to  his 
nse  wonld  not  be  annihilated.  Under  these 
oiroDmstanceB|GoTeminent  might  mora  safely 
be  trusted.  Thia,  he  observed,  was  not  0» 
case  ander  despotic  prinoes ;  their  will  alone 
ooold  tear  aww  the  security  of  the  snl^ect. 
Under  a  pnre  demoorao]',  the  oasa  was  almost 
as  bad ;  no  confidence  ooaj^  be  placed,  beoaoBe 
the  caprice  and  whim  of  one  bo<^  oonlJd  dictate 
ft  ohange. 

Ut.  Pxbx  expressed  his  sniprise  to  find  gen- 
tlemen oppoaea  to  the  limitation  of  the  Dill, 
who  had  complained  so  much  of  it«  imperfec- 
tdons.  He  thought  a  measure  of  the  tdud  now 
proposed  absolately  neceaaary  to  reconcile  these 
ffentlamen  to  particular  parts  of  the  bill.  For 
Els  own  put,  he  had  otjections  to  some  arti- 
cles, and  for  that  reasoo,  if  there  was  no  other, 
he  wonld  be  in  favor  of  the  limitation.  It  had 
been  freqoenlly  asserted  that  half  the  revemne 
wonld  be  lost  by  smuggling.  Oan  this,  then, 
he  would  ask,  be  a  bill  proper  to  perpetnate,  or 
fit  for  the  restoration  of  the  credit  of  the  United 
Btatest  He  asked  gentlemen  whetlier  they 
would  lend  a  hand  to  rivet  ronnd  the  necks  of 
their  fellow-citizeoB  a  regulation  which  experi- 
ence had  convinced  them  was  adjust,  aneqn^ 
and  oppresfflvet  Yet  the  gentl«nan  from 
UaasaahoHette  (Ut.  Aiiss)  had  declared  that 
experience  had  convinced  him  that  at  leant  one 
particular  article  was  sQl)Jected  to  a  duty  of  this 

Mr.  GXBBT  asked  hia  ooUeagae  if  he  advo- 
cated carrying  the  taxea  to  snch  an  ext«nt  as  to 
accnmalate  snms  in  tlie  treasory  for  which  the 
United  States  had  no  particnlor  nae !    Tet  if 


natitmol  debt  was  paid.  This  would  be  each  a 
temptation  to  the  £xecative  to  pomoM  iteelf  by 
force  of  the  treamreeof  thenation,anhelMq>ed 
wonld  never  be  put  in  its  way.  If  onr  «oat- 
merce  and  popolotion  increased,  Oua  revemM 
would  increase  In  the  same  proportacn.  He 
coold  not,  therefore,  bear  the  idea  ot  all  tjiis 
money  behig  collected  into  chm  epoL  nnleM 
there  was  an  absolnte  demand  for  ft.  He 
thonght  It  incompatibla  with  the  libert?  and  •»- 
cnrity  of  the  people^  and  therefore  hoped  the 
Eonse  wonld  agree  to  a  short  ""■■***■"" 

Mr.  Uadiboh,  for  the  sake  <^  aocommod*- 
tioD,  wonld  make  another  faroporiljcHi.  He  was 
extremely  sorry  to  differ  with  genflemen  aboat 
modes,  when  their  otfjeot  ^tpeared  to  ba  tlw 
Dame.  Ee  thonght  the  spirit  of  tlte  coDrtita* 
tion  and  the  stmctnra  of  the  Government  ren- 
dered it  improper  to  paaa  a  perpetoal  revcama 
law.  The  argmnenta  had  been  clear  <m  tjda 
point;  bat  as  there  was  an  evidcQt  pnnwie^  in 

doo,  be  was  inclined  to  gin  the  bill  aDoh  a 
penietoi^  as  wonld  answer  the  porpoee  of  pro-. 
Tiding  for  the  pobHo  debt  and  reatorisg  the 
national  credit.  He  thon^t  this  might  be  done 
by  modiilying  his  motion  so  as  to  refor  to  the 
collection  blU ;  for  he  haped,  before  that  paoiTitl, 
the  Hoose  wonld  be  abULto  aoeertalD  the  w^ 

Ktpriation,    and   conld  Hmit  it  acoordinglj'. 
e  words  he  would  propose  were,  that  this  «ot 
Aould  not  oontinae  and  be  in  A^oe  longer  than 

the day  of ,  nnlees  otherwise  limited 

by  the  aot  providing  for  the  uipropriation.  A» 
he  had  heard  it  intimated  uiat  the  yees  axd 
nays  would  be  called  on  this  qnestion,  ha  -was 
desrous  (tf  rendering  the  clause  as  satia&ototy 

Hr.  Aua  ooold  not  bear  to  lie  under  tlie  int- 
pntatirai  of  inoonsist«noy,  with  which  he  ms 
charged,  inasmuch  as  be  oontoided  against  tlie 
linritalion  of  a  bill  he  had  opposed  as  rapMe- 
dve  in  some  of  its  parts.  He  belisTed  the 
amendment  now  oSered  was  new  to  almost 
every  gentleman.  For  his  part,  he  bad  always 
supposed  it  was  Intended  as  a  permane&t  sya- 
tem.  Ee  renumbered  mai^  gentlemen  nu^ 
use  of  this  expression,  thrott^  the  variom  de- 
bates which  bad  taken  [daoe  In  the  seveisl 
stagesof  t^bilL  He  had  understood  it  ia  Uua 
light,  and  had  therefore  combated,  with  some 
degreeof  energy,  sncb  parts  as  ^9>eared  to  him 
impolitic  or  urdtut.  He  imaoned  the  gentle- 
men  oa  both  iAOm  had  labored  to  make  Uie  bill 
as  perfect  as  posdble,  with  a  view  of  mnVt^g 
an  equitable  provision  for  the  public  "•■ignnoicg^ 
whicn  shonld  affect  all  parta  of  the  Uuon  with 
the  greatest  degree  of  impartiality. 

Mz.  SntBitAM  observed,  that  when  Ooa^gem 
^plied  to  the  Beveral  States  for  the  five  peo- 
oent  impost,  they  judged  it  wonld  enable  than 
to  extinguish  the  national  debt  in  twenty-five 
years;  bnt^  in  addition  to  this  fond,  thejr  «£. 

pBcitiirt  tnm«kaiuinn«]  raqnidtimmin  thnftj;^^^ 


.Coo^^lc 


DEBATES  OP  00NOBE8& 


MiT,  1781]  Datim  on 

fbroBeiad  ■  hilf  million  of  dolkre  at  least; 
n  thit  gentkmen  covld  not  eip«ct  the  whole 
tobapndbj  this  single  fund  in  a  short  lime. 
H«v«bed  ■  limitation  to  the  law  in  general 
tMH,  nch  H  until  the  debt,  foreign  and  do- 
BMtie,  H  diieharged.  He  thought  a  short  tenn 
TCoU  mtde  an  unfirorable  imprearion  npon 
be  miBdi  of  tJw  pnblio  oreditors,  and  tend  m  a 
gmt  meMnre  to  cloud  tlie  happf  proepeota 
tU  tegn  to  bri^ten  the  political  hemisphere 
sftliiinKiiitrT. 

Ui.  Gbbt  eiprened  an  inttution  of  oolUng 
lhijBM«Dd  n^a  if  he  was  Bupportod,  because 
it  ihcn^  it  a  qneetioD  in  vhioh  the  ewBo- 
6i  istanats  of  ute  people  we»  deeply  in- 
>iilt«d. 

Kr.  LiTonoz  s^d,  he  held  his  preamit  opin- 
isB  gpon  the  porset  prindplw  of  patriotiam, 
■idiDudeDt  kive  for  Us  country's  hsftpinees. 
B>  hil  no  d^tetaoa  to  the  yeas  Mid  najs  beiujg 
Men,  li  ba  was  not  indUned  to  diagtuse  his 

lb.  PiH  was  ^ad  the  jeae  and  11117a  were 
tiflsii,  M  it  would  give  gentlemen  an  oppor- 
taaitr  of  ihowing  to  their  oonstitnentB  their 
■nnfcMion  of  a  measure  calculated  to  seonre 
IM  blesnngi  of  liberty  to  tbemselTw  and  po»- 


, .. -he  a^ounuD^t, 

teiBg  emtkntea  would  grow  wann  upon  the 
Mtton. 
"Btn^wa,  the  House  a4}oiimed. 

Satukdat,  M^  is. 
Hi.  Bbkt,  from  Varyland,  preaemtfid  to  the 
^^  IB  tot  of  the  L^slaton  of  that  State, 
■fci^totbeaooeptsnceof  Oongreaa  ten  milee 


tit  Honse  reamiMd  the  oondderation  of  the 
■_■ll^1lmH  propoaed  jeaterday  to  the  hiU  for 
%Bg  a  da^  w  gooda,  wareo,  and  muwbau- 
Aaiaiparted  toto  Uw  United  8tBta^  and  the 
*■<  wwitdmt  read  as  fidkiws:  "And  be  it 
'Mtraaetad  hj  the  antbori^  afbreeaid,  that 

tbHtihalllM  in  tOrvb  until  the day  of 

*"  -,  and  from  QMoee  until  the  end  of  the 
HO  Mrioa  of  0«xigrcm  which  ahaJl  hqtpen 
•writer." 

tit  questkn  was  called  fbr,  and  Hr.  Law- 
i^a  rsquirad  the  a}'es  and  noee. 

Ilr.  Jmxsok  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on 
■*t>D.  The  ^ea  and  noea  being  called  for, 
MetBMmd  it  hia  duty  to  state  his  reasons  for 
■  nta.  Hededaredhimselftobeinfavorof 
fw  the  reasons  ofibred  by  honor- 
lyeatvd^.  He  s^  be  bad  as 
a  daaira  to  iv-eataUiah  pnUlo  credit, 
^  pan  It  OB  a  good  footing,  as  any  member 
•tta  floor,  y«t  be  did  not  tUnk  making  this 
■*  perpetual  wcold  hare  that  tend^ioy.  He 
MBsdMbtbat  erery  aufaeequeDt  Legislature 


felt  n. 

be  made  by  them.  If  the  neit  Legislatore  were  ■ 
diapoead  to  violate  the  public  honor,  would  the 
law  now  nnder  oonrideration  stand  in  their 
way  I  For  his  part,  be  could  not  conouve  it  an 
insuperable  bar.  He  believed  there  was  not 
a  member  who  liked  every  part  of  the  bill 
Under  these  circumstances,  what  was  to  be  ex- 
pected but  complaints  from  the  people,  and  a 
ooitseqaent  repeal  of  the  bill  ?  He  did  not  wish 
to  inidnuatA  that  the  Senate  wonld  be  so  de- 
praved as  to  oppose  the  public  voice,  but  they 
might  misundentand  it ;  they  were  a  perma- 
nent body,  aod  mi^t  he  more  inclined  to  anp- 
port  what  they  conridered  the  honor  of  the  Got- 
emment  than  the  oonvenienoe  of  the  people. 

The  House  of  Bepresentativee  appeued  to 
him  to  be  the  body  bast  calculated  to  know  and 
feel  the  intereeta  of  their  immediate  oonsti- 
tnents  ;  they  ought,  therefore^  to  preeerve  the 
power  of  redresBing  gTievancen,  wd  not  give 
much  into  the  hands  of  the  Senate.    He 


acknowledged  the  ol^ms  which  those  that 
fought  and  bled  for  thor  country  had  upon 
the  Justice  oi  Oongress ;  but  he  did  not  bdleve 


<tf  citizens  would  complain  or  n 
mar  at  this  Honse  for  keeping  the  purse  strings 
in  their  hands,  when  it  waa  considered  ueoea- 
sary  to  the  seonrit?  and  hsMdneas  of  the  paoi^e. 

Mr.  WnrrB  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  bill- 
ing the  yeas  and  naya :  he  thon^t  the  measure 
was  intended  to  have  one  of  these  two  objects, 
either  to  show  one  part  of  the  House  had  mis- 
taken the  interest  of  their  coontry,  and  ought 
to  lie  held  op  to  posterity,  in  order  that  their 
memoriee  may  be  charged  with  their  want  of 
knowledge;  or  that  there  is  a  part  of  this  House 
who  *hiTii  themselves  more  wise  and  patriotio 
than  the  majority.  He  never  called  the  yeas 
and  naya  in  his  life,  norbeUeved  he  ever  shtrald; 
but  be  was  willing  to  have  bis  vote  appear,  in 
all  oaseai  when  gentlemen  thought  proper  to 
perpetuate  the  decision  of  the  House  in  tiiat 
way.  Cfti  thb  oocsdon  he  wonld  vote  in  &vor  of 
the  amendment,  and  wonld  endeavor  to  answer 
the  objectiona,  which,  if  well  founded,  wonld 
be  a  sutyeot  of  mat  nneasinees  in  his  mind, 
conddeting  how  lie  intended  to  ^ve  his  vote. 

He  woud  now  proceed  to  examine,  whether 
rendering  t^is  law  perpetoal  would  be  a  wiae 
and  prndent  measnre.  It  had  been  well  ob- 
served by  liie  gentleman  from  Geoi^a,  (Mr. 
Jageboit,)  that  every  part  of  the  law  would 
bear  harder  on  someSts^  than  on  othen;  per- 
haps there  was  bo  Btate  in  the  Union  which 
wDtdd  not  be  in  some  d^ree  dissatisfied.  He 
could  peroeive,  by  the  sentiments  of  gentlemen 
in  this  House,  that  the  burthens  would  be  pe- 
onliarly  Mt;  nnder  these  impreesiona,  gentle- 
men have  ex[mesed  themselvea  more  warmly 
than  peiiu^  they  ought.  There  had  been  pre- 
dictions of  the  most  ^ngerons  conseqnenoee  of 
high  dutiee,  which  he  wonld  not  repeat;  iftheee 
dangers  were  not  imaginary,  wotud  it  be  pni- 


Coc^lc 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THE 
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and  make  theee  daogera  uuvgidAble 
dering  the  l&w  perpetual. 

Macli  pains  had  been  taken  to  Impow  Hk 
bnrthens  as  eqo^;  as  poaenble.  If  tJie  dnty  on 
molassag  bears  hard  apon  one  State,  the  toont^ 
datj  would  bear  eqnally  ao  apon  othn^  Bat 
still  it  IB  probable,  that  there  are  nneqaal  pres- 
enrea  lud  bj  the  bill,  which  enterienoe  alone 
oonld  enaUe  t^e  Legislature  to  Mter  to  the  sat- 
iafootioD  of  aU  parties,  like  ajatem  waa  gnat, 
oomplei,  and  comprahentiTe ;  it  embraoea  com- 
merce, mann&etnrea,  agrionltnra,  bumoe,  and, 
in  abort,  every  thing  in  which  a  nation  can  be 
oonoemed.  WiH  it  be  prndent,  then,  nnder 
our  present  disodTantages,  and  without  infor- 
mation, to  enact  a  law  t^eoUng  the  highest 
intereeta  of  the  people,  which  can  never  be 
repealed  but  bf  the  consent  of  three  indepen- 
dent bodies  ?  Grentlemen  have  told  aa,  that  no 
Talnable  purpose  can  be  answered  bj  making 
the  law  temporary ;  now,  he  thongbt  a  valuable 
porpose  comd  be  answered  by  it.  The  two 
Honses  tf  Oongresg,  with  the  qoalified  nega- 
tive of  the  Praddent,  formed  the  legislative 
power  of  the  United  States ;  they  are  distinct 
powers  to  be  eierciaed  by  both  branchea  of  the 
Legialature.  The  House  had  been  told,  on  a 
former  oocansn,  that  the  Smiate  posseased 
greater  powers  than  the  Representatives.  He 
Admitled  that,  in  aome  instanoea,  they  liad 
greater  powere;  bnt  with  respect  to  revenue 
matters,  they  eertdnly  had  less,  and  very  pro- 
perly so.  Shall  we  then  give  up  to  a  body, 
who  has  already  a  superiority  over  ua,  those 
snperior  powers  which  we  possess  relative  to 
revenue  t  A  perpetual  system  woold  give  the 
Senate  greater  advantages  than  constitntionally 
they  OQght  to  eiHoy.  He  thought  it  of  little 
oonseqaenoe  for  t£e  House  to  possess  the  right 
of  originating  money  bOls,  if  those  money  bills 
were  made  perpetual  The  exercise  of  this 
ri^t  would  be  lost,  and  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary that  every  part  -of  Gh>vem]neDt  should  feel 
itself  dependent  upon  the  people.  We  havt 
been  tola,  with  truth,  that  the  Senate  are  a  vir- 
tnons  body ;  they  are  so,  and  he  hoped  would 
remain  so,  for  ages  yet  to  come,  nay  for  ever ; 
and,  in  his  l^ulative  capacity,  he  would  act 
upon  no  other  airoposition.  Bat  stiU  it  ought 
to  be  remembered,  that  they  would  alw^s  be 
men,  and  liable  to  all  the  errors,  itailties,  and 
infirmities,  withtherest  of  theirfellow-mortsls 
besides,  they  were  constituted  in  aome  meaaurt 
for  parpoees  to  which  the  other  branoh  was  in- 
competent ;  while  tliie  House  was  constituted 
for  poTposea  for  which  the  Senate  is  unequal. 
It  is  a  well^^unded  republican  maxim,  that 
taxation  and  representation  should  depend  each 
on  the  other.  The  people  ahonld  be  taxed 
only  by  representatives  chosen  for  that  puipose. 
This  principle  was  written  in  the  hearts  of  our 
BrUJsh  aaoestors;  it  had  been  maint^ed  by 
the  beet  blood  of  our  citizens,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  descend  with  the  fbllast  energy  to  our 
poateritjr.    What,  said  he,  are  we  about  to  do  f 


A  great  brand)  (rf  reTenna,  indeed  tb«  attl; 
branoh,  to  which  an  ^iplioation  is  now  pcifet, 
or  expected  by  the  people,  la  about  to  ba  prt 
ont  of  our  hands  for  ever ;  for  it  woold  do  ' 


consent  of  the  Senate  and  the  cOBCurreDM  of 
the  President.  Now,  the  Senate  are  nol  H 
equal  repreeentadon  of  the  people;  inthatboj; 
the  States  have  eqaal  nambwe,  while,  in  tUi 
Hoose,  the  representation  is  proportioned  ta 
their  popalatioo.  Delaware  sends  one,  Oeoni 
three,  and  Virginia  ten.  Is  it  poedble,  iuOe 
nature  of  things,  that  two  Senators  can  ba  « 
well  acquainted  with  the  feelings  and  iDterwtot 
the  people  of  Virginia,  as  ten  men  selected  &m 
among  tiiem,  and  takm  ftom  the  several  pvto 
ofthe  State!  Will  the  people  be  satisfiedto 
have  that  body  able  to  continue  a  revenoe  i^ 
tem  which  their  immediate  repreeeotativee  tlmit: 
oppresfdve,  or  perhaps  nnnecesssryt  GerUiilj 
they  woold  not ;  whatever  the  w^om  and  vt- 
tne  of  the  Senate  may  be,  he  was  convinced 
they  were  not  competent  to  thoee  peculiar  <ib- 
iects  for  which  a  just  representation  was  (In- 
lutely  necessary.  The  Senate,  it  is  trae,  iittt 
a  House  of  Iioi^ ;  they  do  not  possess  any  pro- 
perties materially  distinguishing  them  frtnn  ^ 
members  of  the  Hoaseof  BepresentstiTee  ;  biit, 
though  the  distinction  is  not  so  striking  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  yet  it  was  new- 
theless  real.  The  House  of  Lords  is  emOi 
by  the  King,  and  is  a  permsuent  body ;  the  Se- 
nate is  chosen  by  the  State  Legialf^uree,  ud 
though  the  individuals  have  not  a  permaaeiMj 
in  offlo<s  yet  the  body  never  ceasee  to  e£A 
These  oircnmstances,  in  the  oonsUtation  of  lltt 
Senate,  aSbrded  a  powerfDl  objection  to  the  ne* 
system  of  Govemment,  and  the  people  wonld 
never  have  adopted  it,  had  they  supposed  tint 
the  powers  of  this  body  were  unlimited  in  tat 
tinnmg  a  system  of  taxation,  which  had  at  aj 
time  met  the  {^probation  of  their  particular  itp- 


•  Tha  k«UiUlT«  and  dlplomatto  hlitorr  at  ttw  JJtMl 
SIMM  iffindi  ibauduit  STldcass  of  the  irMimi  atthmilt 
Jeottoii  taken  tn  thli  d«lMt«  «i*liiM  U»  lDd*lbilts  dnnW 
oT  pnbUe  uti.  To  repwl  niBli  tam,  or  tn  Uimlnmto  nd 
tnatlai,  Ii  dmoit  ImpoHible.  BwldM  Uis  dlSliniltj  of  frt 
ting  tba  Uirw  kigl>l>ar«  t>niuh«  to  agree  at  the  a^ 
tlie  tennlnatioD,  an  Intaraat  gnr 


indei  llie  a 


wblelilM 


rka  fbt  Ita  paTpetuLty;  and  vlhas  It  ki 
been  ooDtlnnad  for  aome  jean,  and  tba  temponur  ^itntf 
iUnoea  In  wblcb  It  odgtnaCad  hava  buD  Ibtgottaa,  It  ii 
ooiDH  iDiuCad  with  the  laoalltj  of  age,  and  Bnda  pcsl* 
Uon  In  the  apliit  which  dieedg  change  H  iBnotnUsn-  t 
thia  cbancter,  two  acta  of  Cangreaa,  aod  two  oonTeatla 
with  foreign  powera,  maj  be  mantlaBBd  a«  tamplea  at  inai 
Inoarhlaloi?,  tawit:  1  The  Factory  iTnera  of  aopplTll 
tha  Indiana  with  ebeqi  gooda  throvgfa  OoTerainaBt  agfal 
eetabllahed  aa  a  tonipDrajy  erparimaDt^  nwaanre  tor  thK 
Jtlffty  Aa-,  nndor  Waahlngton.  and  whicli  waa  aoon  fbniid ' 
ba  wocUng  beAj  both  Ibr  tha  Indiana  and  Ak-  tlw  Oarm^, 
ment,  and  jet  which  oonld  not  b«  got  rid  of  In  lUr 
THral  nor  until  altar  th*  whole  ovltal  had  Jla^paaw 


.Coo»^[c 
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Mir,  ira^] 


Kr.  TcoEEs  did  not  think  it  nnnmrnrj  to  give 
biiqriiiioii  othenrise  than  hj  his  vote,  because 
guSiBaai,  who  hod  yeeterdiiy  deliTered  their 
•otmioib  in  favor  of  the  claiue,  had  antioi- 
ptied  what  ha  had  to  my.  Bat  aa  he  found 
IdiDHlf  infloenoed  by  the  call  for  the  ayes  and 
notfoi  thii  qneatJOQ,  he  ehonld  be  indaced  to 
•We  nne  of  hia  reasons  in  fiivor  of  the  amend- 
WDL  He  eaid,  he  was  glad  the  ayee  and  noes 
liid  ben  called,  and  if  it  had  not  been  dooe  by 
iDj  otlier  geotlcanan,  he  should  have  oonoeiTed 
Umitf  boBnd  to  hare  done  it;  becaose  he  did 
DM  think  himself  at  liberty,  bnt  on  very  partio- 
ilir  oecuiMu,  to  make  a  htw  perpetnaL  He 
lUed  te  see  a  doctrine  established,  never  to 
jm  1  lav  vithont  limitatioii,  nnlees  JnitJfied 
h  Ktat  eitiaordinaiT  circmnstanoes.  No- 
Oing;  be  though^  ooold  ever  Justify  HDch  an  aot 
btt  tlw  tmnintalnlity  of  the  olgec^  and  the  ab- 
■itoto  neeeaaty  and  aimplicity  of  every  thine 
niitiiig  to  it  If  the  Hooae  paseed  a  perpetnal 
»"0M  liw,  which  bad  not  an  imimitable  ob- 
ie«>fter  would  abridge  their  own  power,  and 
«AtT  one  of  the  great  privileges  of  the  peo- 
jiaBTtty  bill  of  this  natore,  more  or  less, 
■Btmra  tbe  powen  of  thia  Hoose,  and  throws 
it  iilo  tlie  hwds  of  the  Eiecative  and  a  minor- 
i^  of  the  Senate ;  fbr  it  is  to  be  considered, 
att  whatever  we  pass  a  hilt  on  any  Babjeet, 
trcry  matter  in  that  bill  contained  is  given  np 
tolfae  EieenUre  aad  one-ttdrd  of  the  Senatora, 
n  nmdi  ao  that  it  ia  oat  of  the  power  of  this 
Hoan,  CV6I  with  a  nnanimona  vtM,  to  recover 
Mr  pift  of  it. 

Mr.  gnwixB  WW  in  &Tor  of  the  limitation 
dame.  A  good  deal  bad  been  eud  in  the  Eonse 
n^netiBe  the  jarring  intereata  of  the  several 
StUts.  It  had  been  confessed  on  all  hands, 
^  tlM  vaa  an  experimental  law  :  be  viewed 
it  as  nch,  and  expected,  in  the  conrse  of  a  few 
jaai^  tlie  LegislBtnre  wonld  be  able  to  diaoover 
tba  anm  <a  this  day.  Bnt  what  advantage 
can  reanlt  from  tbeir  knowledge,  if  they  have 
M  power  to  make  the  necessary  alterations,  or 
to  tiidld  Hp  a  new  ^aton  more  peribot  than  the 


ana  mlt^E.maithft  hUag  bmnltai  ud  ■nomHH 
NiM  ipoD  K,  nrtnd  M  >  Icoporifj  VB-tn  dartng  tb( 
ha  *s  *ttk  OiHt  Britain  tn  ISia,  ud  amr  cuntlBnid 
^tf  jmn  ttttw  tlw  mr  bas  baen  *w<f**^  L  ncoeaAilly  rfr 
Mf  an  itlaBipta  at  npai,  vUla  bnittiaaliig  the  p«p1( 
«  the  AiUng  iDtintt  U>  tnki 

ODdnlr-    OftnatlH 
iTsnUoQ  wllh  Onat 
Mui»  Ik  iha  Joint  oceapatlon  sf  Iba  ColnmbU,  vbai 
■t^aWad  rigbt  ot  taOt  iwtr  to  IsnniiiM*  It  U  pleaadr* 
■paa  a  Taar^  Bvtioa,  eoaM  not  b*  tiardnd  fiir  twi 
laaaltadOHa,  wttbalannaoT  war  and  great  dlaturti 
■•  A(  csaMij.    And  *1m  tha  Mntantlim  of  IS41,  with 
*^*  paver  tor  kaeptng  np  each  a  aqnidron  on  the  «ou 
^Aiia,  (ta  tlM  aaHnwalan  of  the  alaTe  trade,)  Ibr 
fwa;  aadCBtH  eltber  partj  ahontd  glre  iwtiM  fDrltaa 
M«.   TbaRTarearakBTetwentmltbreetimeaOTcrl 
kaoMeeaODOtbaglTan;  and  a  timponrr  maanin 


ever  eatabliahed  a  perpetnal 

agined  gentlemen  would  admit  these  reasons 

be  sofBcient  to  warrant  the  vote  they  were 
about  to  give. 

Mr.  Sdinioebok  did  not  expect  this  was  to  be 
a  perpetaal  law,  incapable  d  alteration ;  bnt  he 
wished  to  see  it  a  permanent  system.  The  idea 
of  a  temporary  Bystem  was  long  ago  stud  to  be 
out  of  toe  oontemplatioo  of  the  Eonse.  He 
shonld  only  observe,  in  addition  to  this,  that  otn 
credit  depended  essentially  upon  what  shonld 
be  done  at  this  time.  He  thonght  if  the  rev»- 
nne  eiiBtfid  merely  upon  the  breath  of  the  Le- 
gislatore,  for  one  or  two  years  at  a  time,  we 
ahoold  never  attain  that  oltject.  He  thonj^t 
that  the  pnbUo  good  reqau^  something  sub- 
stantial to  Ite  done  in  favor  of  those  who  had 
lent  the  public  money  in  the  hour  of  distress. 

Mr.  BoTTDinoT  thonght  himself  obliged  to  eaj 

few  words  more,  in  order  to  raatilj  tfae  part 
he  shonld  take  in  iha  division  of  the  House  on 
this  qaeetion.  He  conoelved  tbe  manner  in 
which  the  motion  was  brought  before  the 
House,  after  the  bill  was  supposed  to  be  gone 
throngh,  did  not  ^ve  suoh  opportunity  for  the 
members  to  consider  the  subject  as  ibi  impor- 
tanoe  seemed  to  reqnire,  and  which  n^^t  have 
been  bad  if  it  had  been  brought  fbrwud  at  an 
earlier  period. 

J£,  said  he,  we  are  to  have  the  measurea  of 
the  Fariiament  of  Great  Britcun  hung  about  our 
neoks  in  all  our  public  proceedings,  and  obeer- 
vationa  from  their  practioe  peroetaally  sounding 
in  our  ears,  that  practice  ouuit  to  be  defined 
and  establi^ed.  He  believea  that  in  the  whole 
volumes  of  the  statute  law,  there  was  not  one 
sin^e  revenue  act  to  be  found  with  a  limitadou. 
He  believed  that  the  revenue  lawa,  paeeed  fifty, 
sixty,  eighty,  and  near  a  hundred  years  ago,  in 
that  kingdom,  exiated  at  the  present  moment 
We  have  long  seen  and  been  convinced  of  the 
infirmitiea  cf  the  former  confederation,  and 
ahall  we  now  rivet  those  infirmities  opon  the 
present  oonatitution  t  Are  we  never  to  stand 
upon  a  certain  and  solid  foundation  ?  Is  not 
our  public  credit  totally  gone?  Has  not  expe- 
rience convinced  us  that  the  loss  of  it  would 
have  been  our  total  deetmction.  if  the  generous 
exertions  we  have  lately  made  nad  not  revived 
some  degree  of  confldenoe  in  onr  iHiture  mea- 
sures t  Are  we  not  so  deeply  in  debt  as  to  giv« 
us  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  require  many 
years  to  emancipate  ourselves!  If  this  is  the 
case,  will  a  revenue  law  for  one  or  two  yeara 
bring  that  relief  which  is  expected  t  Will  thia 
prevent  an  increase  of  the  pnblio  debt  t  Vill 
it  restore  valne  to  the  evidences  of  that  debt 
held  by  our  creditors !  He  wonld  ask  any  man, 
whether,  if  the  Umted  States  were  in  the  3itn»- 
tion  in  which  they  were  last  war,  he  would  be 
induced  to  lend  money  upon  a  temporary  and 
inadequate  fond  provided  for  two  years  t  He 
bdieved  the  answer  wonld  be  in  the  negative. 

Til.  MuisoK  withdrew  his  motim  in  («dar 


.Coo^^lc 


ABBnXJHENT  OF  THE 


'B-J 


to  mtrodoM  another,  vfaioh  he  hoped  would 
raoondle  both  rides  of  the  Honw.  He  Joined 
those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  oUnse  in 
ai^nting  that  <Hie  or  two  jean  wontd  be  a  pe- 
riod insnfflcient  to  answer  the  pnrposee  in  oon- 
templation.  If  the  House  agree  to  the  clanse 
be  would  sobsdtnte  for  the  one  Jnit  withdrawn, 
he  would  move  to  flU  the  blank  with  a  more 
diabuit  daj.    Hia  motion  wbh,  that  this  aot 

■hall  not  ooslinne  in  taroo  after  the daj  of 

nnleaa  otherwise  provided  in  the  aot  for 

the  apnopiiation  of  the  reveona 

Ur.  FiKsmoiiB  seoonded  the  motion. 

Ur.  SoKBiUK  liked  this  motion  better  than 
tibe  other.  Although  ha  was  in  foror  of  leaving 
tfie  law  at  large^  he  wonld  Tote  fbr  this  donse. 
If  the  blanks  were  filled  Qp  with  a  snffident  time 
to  acoompliah  those  otfjecta  which  the  Oovwn- 
ment  had  in  view  In  providing  revenne. 

Ur.  Ams  thou^t  the  qoestion  wonld  reonr 
when  the  ^^ropriadoti  w  oolleotJng  bill  oame 
before  them;  he  wonld  rather,  for  his  own  part, 
dedde  the  qaesticai  at  this  moment,  than  oon- 
nune  the  time  of  the  House  with  another  de- 
bate. Beridee  the  Hooae  was  not  in  posseMion 
of  an  act  for  appropriating  the  revenue;  saoh  a 
measure  might  itever  be  agreed  to ;  therefbre  he 
hoped  the  deoiMon  wonld  take  (riace  at  this  tame 
rauier  than  be  evaded. 

Ur.  FirzemoNB  was  of  opinion,  that  this 
revenne  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debts ;  what  were  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  he  could  not  ttij.  He  was 
nevertheless  in  tavot  of  limiting  the  law,  and 
that  moa  omutitntional  prindplee,  though  he 
wished  it  oommensorate  to  its  oljeot.  Oentle- 
men  had  stud  a  great  deal  reepecitiDK  &s  impei^ 
feolion  of  the  system,  that  it  was  the  efibct  of 
oompronUae;  but  nevertheless,  he  thought  it  as 
free  fhnn  defects  as  it  was  possible  a  revenne 
mtem  oonid  be  formed  with  snob  materials  as 
Uie  Eoose  pomesaed ;  hut  if  it  was  imperfect, 
he  did  not  see  the  difBoultiee  some  gentlemen 
menlMmed,  in  (dtering  and  amendinff  It  when 
oroerience  shall  have  pointed  oat  its  defects. 

Mr.  BouNFOi  aoqoiesoed  in  die  motlcm  now 
brought  forward  for  the  sake  of  aooommodation, 
although  he  thonght  the  bill  wonld  stand  better 
without  any  limitation  clanse  whatever. 

Mr.  Faoi  was  against  the  latttf  part  of  this 
clause.  It  had  bera  jostlj  said,  that  the  bill 
would  be  0}n)rMBive ;  but,  from  the  necessity  of 
the  tjmee,  the  people  will  snbmit  to  it.  Shall 
we  not  let  them  see  the  end  of  their  burthen  in 
tiie  law  itself)  Are  they  to  look  into  another 
bill  for  that  purpose?  Perhape  after  the  Senate 
have  agroea  to  this  act,  they  may  oppose  the 
lindtation  in  the  subsequent  (me;  they  may  in- 
•iflt  upon  having  this  in  p^'petnity,  and  then  the 
oUeot  which  the  House  have  In  view  will  be 
dcdbatod. 

Ur.  StoTH,  of  Booth  Oarolina,  moved  a  di- 
virion  of  the  question. 

Ur.  JLn  wished  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
motion  which  related  to  the  ezoeption. 

Ur,  IzvxKHOsi  seconded  Ur.  Ln. 


The  question  was  pnt,  and  that  pert  of  the 
clause  lost. 

The  question  now  stood  a*  originally  intn>- 
duoed  to  the  House. 

The  previous  question  was  then  demanded  liry 
five  members :  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?     And   0      "  -•  .....  - 

question  be  i 
affirmative. 


And  then  the  main  qnestltm  bong  pat,  that 

e  Honse  do  agree  to  the  amendment  propoMd 

to  the  said  bill,  it  was  reecdved  in  the  amnna- 


tive — ayes  41,  noes  8. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  called  for  by  ooe- 
fifth  of  tiie  memb«s  pres«it : 
Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative^  are^ 
Heart.  Abnhitn  BsUwIb,  Egbert  Btnm,  TIiMi- 
doriok  Bland,  £daaiu  Boike,  Daniel  Carroll,  Isaac 
Odu,  Beqjamin  CcatM,  Thomas  Ftudmacii,  VHIisin 
Fkyd,  OMTge  Gale,  EUxidge  Oeny,  Nldidas  Gil- 
msa,  Beiriamln  Goodhoa,  Saunal  Griffli^  Jou^ian 
'^ — '    John    Hathoni,   Danld   Hrtstar,   Beoiamin 


Joaah  Pailer,  Qeargt  Partridge^  Jewniah 
BensMlaar,  JiMbna  Sansy,  ThmBi  Soot^  WiDiBB 
Smith,  ^raiiam  Smith,  of  Soa&  Csmlina,  JoMduM 
Stia^t,  Petw  SyhwtM,  Jooattian  Tramball,  Tfan. 
Toto  Tneker,  John  TiniDg,  Jenmlah  VmdMwtuA, 
Aleuudei  White,  and  Hemy  'Wyiiko<^ 

Those  who  voted  in  the  n^ative,  si^ 

H«Mn.  Fiihsr  Ames,  Eliu  Boodino^  Lunlnrt 
Cidraladsr,  G«orge  Clrmar,  John  Lawratioc^  Bogw 
Shennui,  llioniss  Smuokson,  and  GeocM  ThatcAkec 

The  duise  being  added,  it  was  agreed  to  fill 
the  blank  so  as  to  read  the  first  &j  of  Jane, 
1796. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bm,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  tone 
to-day.* 

ICoNn^T,  May  18, 
SaaM,  That  loan  1m  givm  to  bring  in  a  1>Il 


■  Thfl  pnunblfl  to  tldi  Bot,  ud  tho  qwHsohw  tn  fiTor  of  1^ 
tiiTa  bflBn  gmtly  reltfld  apon  in  npport  of  m  ptotauUvo 
tuU(  bnl  wtUiont  reiBim,  u  tha  qMeohn  theniHlva^  mui 
tfas  nte  ol  daUH  MtibUahed,  fUDr  tbinr. 
■bowed  nrana  to  Iw  ths  ob]«t  of  tTurj  prop  awl  doty—, 
pntsetlon  to  domcMlB  lodiutiT  bchig  IB  Inddsnt  to  i  wnll 
from  tha  iMomidlaluiMiit  id  that  oltfMt,  and  front  aackf 
modanta  dntlu  >■  wat«  thon  impoaed — tha  id 
bflbig  Ato  par  **"*"".,  7}  and  l>f ;  and  onlj  a  ifugl*  < 
gotag  •>  high  aa  SRacs  p«  oanttmi,  m  d  thai  slaaa  oooflai 
an  utlela  of  inxnrr^  to  wit;  Importad  pl«a 
Tha  qwelfla  datlai  wen  im  tha  Ilka  modi 
thtae  nodente  datlaa,  thua  laid  fin  rannna,  gsra  all  tha 
protastioB  whlfOi  wu  than  Mkad,  and  to  the  aaUatlctloB  gf 
naj  part  of  tha  Union,  and  owuNt  b*  qnat«d  aa  isj  arsoa 
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Tunni.!,  U^r  19. 

On  motitn  of  ICr.  BoinmroT,  the  Honae  re- 
nhtd  itself  into  a  Oonmuttee  of  the  whole 
HoiM  CD  tii«  itat*  of  the  nnion.  Mr.  Tbuh- 
■Dixin  the  ohair. 

Mr.  BocDiMov. — I  rise,  Mi.  Ghainn&n,  with 
£Odmce,  to  introdnoe  a  rabiect  to  the  oonri- 
dtntioB  of  tba  ocnninittee,  which  I  had  hopes 
wodd  have  been  hronght  fbrwKrd  bj  fw  abler 
kaad;  tlM  preiring  iwcessitr  c^  it  miut  alone 
ban^ezenae.  The  great  ezeontive  departments 
*Uea  were  in  udstcooe  imder  the  late  oonfe- 
dmtknL  an  now  at  an  end,  at  least  so  &r  as 
Mt  to  be  able  to  omidnet  the  biuineM  of  the 


a  execDtive  nature  in  a^  of  the  Pre- 
rident:  it  then  rttnains  for  na  to  carry  ttiis  in- 
tentkn  into  effect,  which  I  take  tt  will  be  beet 
done  by  — **''thj  prineii^  for  organLang  them 
ta  Oat  place,  and  afterwards  ^ipcnnt  a  select 
cnmiaiilee  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  same. 

I  Dead  ny  tittle  to  convince  gentlemen  (tf  the 
iMTMiily  which  presSM  as  into  a  pnrsait  of  this 
iMMDra.  Tliey  know  that  oar  national  debt 
k  euridenUe;  the  interest  on  onr  fbreign 
kna,  and  die  inatalnMnts  due,  amount  to  two 
■ilBanB  ol  dtdlars.  This  arrearage,  together 
with  the  domoAtio  debt,  is  of  great  magnitnd& 
■nd  it  win  be  attended  with  the  moat  dreadfal 
Mes  to  let  these  a&lrs  nm  into  con- 
i  min,  for  want  of  proper  regolations 
to  keep  tbam  Id  order. 

I  ihaD  more  the  oommittee  therefbre  tooome 
toraMBDcltreaidiititHiiethis:  That  an  officer 
be  establiibed  for  the  management  of  the  flnan- 
eea  of  the  United  States,  at  the  head  of  which 
AiD  be  an  otBaer  to  be  denominated  the  Seore- 


tiw  oijMt  I  hATe  in  view  is  to  establish  the  do- 
portineut;  alter  which  we  may  go  cm  to  narrate 
Ae  dntiea  of  the  ofBo^  and  accommodate  the 
«^  to  the  Mita  he  H  to  pOTfbnn.  The  de- 
MrtaHOts  under  Ute  late  oonstitntion  arenot  to 
bemcdeb  for  as  to  tono  onrs  npon  by  reason  of 
Ike  nnisillal  diange  wUdi  has  taken  place  In 
the  6o>enunent,  and  the  new  disbribotion  of 


„ then  agree  w 

Aafi  pioceed  to  restr^  the  Secretary  of  fl- 
tmea,  and  all  pera^  nndw  him,  from  being 
awmautij  {■  tnde  or  eommeree,  and  make  it 
kia  doty  to  saperinteDd  the  trMsnry  and  the 
Jaanrrs  of  the  tlnltad  Etatea,  examine  the  pab- 
fcdeixaand  eiuagementa,  isspeet  the  odlleo- 
tkn  a^  eraatdknre  of  the  rerentie,  and  to 
tm  and  ffigeet  plans  tar  Ha  imiwoTement 
Thof*  msy  be  other  dtitiea  which  gentlemen 
■ay  odd,  as  I  do  not  protend  to  hare  perfectly 
(•■mentcd  them  aU.  AAer  this  pcdnt  Is  aet- 
flid,  we  mar  tbcn  go  to  the  oonBdeistitm  of  the 
Wk  Droartanent,  and  the  I>^>artnient  itf  Fw- 
lip  AflUn;  birt,  for  the  present,  I    wonld 


wish  to  confine  onreelves  to  the  DeparlmKit  (rf 
finance. 

Mr.  Bekboit  wished  the  committee  to  oonai- 
der  what  he  Judged  to  be  a  preriooa  qneetion, 
namely,  bow  many  departments  there  ahooid 
be  eatablEahedt  He  approved  of  the  dmsion 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman ;  but  woold,  with 
his  leave,  move  that  there  be  eetabliahed  in  aid 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  three  eieontive  de- 
uirtmenta,  to  be  severally  denominated  the 
Bepartment  of  Foreign  Afiajra,  Treasory,  and 
War.  After  determining  this  qnestion,  if  it 
was  a  proper  dirifdon,  the  committee  might  pro- 
ceed to  enomerate  the  dntiea  wMdi  ahonM  be 
attached  to  each, 

Mr,  BomiROT  said,  he  conld  apologize  for 
not  bringing  the  bnaineas  on  in  onouieT  way.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  settled  point  in  the  House  tbot 
a  Committee  rf  the  Wbole  was  the  proper  place 
for  determining  principles  before  they  were 
sent  elsewhere ;  he  had  tberefore  adopted  that 
mode  on  the  present  occasion,  though  his  own 
Judgment  wonld  incline  bitn  to  pnivne  that  last 
mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Ur.  Blaho.)  He  oonoeived  the  neoeesity  of 
having  snob  an  office  was  indigpntable  ■  the  6ot- 
emment  could  not  be  carried  on  withont  it ; 
hot  there  jia^  be  a  qneetion  with  reepect  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  bu«nese  of  the  office  shall 
be  conducted ;  there  may  albo  be  a  question  re- 
specting the  oonMitntion  of  it,  but  none  with 
respect  to  the  establishment  of  either  of  the 
three  departments  he  had  mentioned. 

Hr.  Bbhson  said,  his  motion  was  founded 
npon  the  constitutional  division  of  theee  powers ; 
the  constitution  contemplated  them,  because  it 
gave  the  President  the  right  of  reqniring  the 
(pinion  of  the  prindpal  officer  in  each  of  the 
eieontive  departmenta,  upon  any  snbjeot  re- 
lating to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
If  genUemen  were  Inclined  to  w^ve  the  deter- 
mination for  the  pr««ent,  he  had  no  objection; 
it  was  certainly  a  sobject  of  great  importonoe, 
and  re<]uired  time  for  considovtion. 

Ur.  VmiNa  tbonght  the  gentleman  should 
have  added  another  a^arbnent,  vis ;  the  Home 
Deparnnwt.  The  territorial  posMsdona  of  the 
TJmted  States,  and  the  domestic  affturs,  would 
be  objects  of  the  greatest  magnitade,  and  he 
Boqieeted  wonld  render  it  essentially  requisite 
to  establish  such  a  one. 

Mr.  Bouomor  wished  to  conSne  the  qneetion 
to  the  Department  of  Finance. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Blahu  for  the 
committee's  riMng. 

Mr.  HASiBOfr  hoped  they  wonld  not  rise  un- 
til the  prinoiples  were  seMled.  He  thought  it 
much  better  to  detenoine  the  outlines  of  all 
business  in  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole.  He  was 
satided  It  would  be  found,  on  eiperienee,  to 
Bhort«D  their  deliberadons.  If  the  gentlemen 
who  had  oflbred  motloiu  to  the  oommittee 
would  withdraw  them,  he  would  ofi^  ma 
which  be  judged  likely  to  embrace  the  inten- 
tions of  both  gentlemm. 

Mr.  Banaov  withdrew  hi>  motion,  and  Mr. 
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UiDooB  moved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
oommittee,  that  there  aliall  be  established  an 
ExeontiTe  Department,  to  be  denominated  the 
Dwartment  of  Foreign  A&iis,  at  the  head  d 
which  there  ahall  be  an  offiora,  to  be  called  the 
Beoratorj  to  Ihe  Department  of  Foreign  Afiiura, 
who  shtiu  be  tippointed  hj  the  Fretddent,  by 
mud  with  the  advice  and  conaeut  of  the  Senate; 
and  to  be  removable  b j  the  Freeident. 

That  there  ahall  be  a  TreasniT  Department,  Ao. 

That  there  shall  be  a  War  D^nrtment,  &o. 

Ur.  Vnnsa  seoonded  the  motion,  and  offered 
to  amend  it,  bj  adding  the  Domeetia  Depart- 
ment, mutatii  mutandu.  He  said  this  depart- 
ment, in  his  opinion,  wob  of  abscdate  laoemaXj, 
more  reqnirite  than  either  of  the  oUkt  three, 
«zowt  the  Department  of  finance ;  the  present 
and  ^kOKaaing  dntjee  of  snch  a  dqiartmeat  will 
oblige  them  to  make  the  eetahlishmttiL 

Mr.  LirxBHOsx  was  not  prepared  to  decade 
<m  die  qaeation  even  as  now  bronght  forward, 
DOT  did  he  see  a  reason  whj  the  DeMrtanent  t^ 
Foreign  Affilin  was  placed  at  the  hMd  of  the 
list.  He  thoo^t  the  I^^asnrj  Department  c^ 
more  importance,  and  oonaeqneatlf  d«e«rved 
the  preoedenoe. 

Aa  to  the  DMneatic  Department  joat  men- 
tioned bj  the  gentlunan  from  Delaware,  he 
thought  its  dnties  might  be  blended  with  the 
others,  and  ijierebj  save  the  United  States  the 
expense  of  one  grand  deporbnanL  If  the  gen- 
tleman, therefore^  wonldwait  to  see  what  were 
the  danee  aarigned  to  them  eeverallr,  he  would 
be  able  to  jndge  rtt^>eoting  his  motion  with 
greqterprcfwie^. 

Mr.  viHiH«  withdrew  hla  motitmfor  the  pre- 
sent. 

And  the  OMnmittee  agreed  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Dq>artment  of  Formgn  A&irs,  and 
plsoing  at  the  head  thereof  an  officer  to  be  call- 
ed the  Secretary  t^  Foreign  A&irs ;  bat  when 
they  came  to  the  mode  of  upoiDtingtbe  officer, 

Ur.  BioTH  (of  Sonth  Carolina)  moved  to 
strike  ont  the  words  "  who  shall  be  tqipcnnted 
by  the  Premdent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate."  He  conceived  the 
words  to  be  Tumeoeeaary ;  besides,  it  looked  la 
If  they  were  conferring  power,  wbioh  was  not 
the  case,  for  the  oonstitation  had  eipreesly 
given  the  power  of  appointment  in  the  words 
there  nsed.  He  also  oc^eoted  to  the  sabeeqnent 
part  of  tills  paragraph,  beoanse  it  dedared  the 
President  altnie  to  have  the  powra  of  removal. 

Mr.  Pass  saw  no  impropriety  in  paanng  an 
act  to  oony  into  eieontion  the  ^ews  of  the  oon- 
stitnldon,  and  therefore  had  no  objection  to 
repeat  thoee  words  in  the  rcecdution.  Ho 
thought  if  the  oommittee  stopped  there,  they 
wonld  be  nnder  no  diffionlty  respecting  the 
propriety  of  their  measure,  bat  if  they  went  fiir- 
ther  they  might  meet  with  considerable  emhar- 


Mr.  MADiBoir  remarked,  that  as  there  was  a 
^Boretionary  power  in  the  IieffiaUtore  to  ^ve 
the  privilege  to  the  President  alone  of  appomt- 
Ingmferior  officers,  there  could  be  no  ii))ary  in 


dim,  an 
The  I 


declaring  in  the  resolatioii  the  otmstittitiuial 
mode  of  appointing  the  heads  of  departmenta; 
however,  if  gentlemen  were  oneuy,  ho  would 
not  oMect  to  strike  it  ooL 

Ur.Lax  thought  this  officer  was  an  inferioc 
<^cer;  the  Frendentwas'the  great  and  respon- 
sible officer  of  the  Government;  this  was  onif 
to  ud  him  in  performing  his  eietwtivo  dnlMB ; 
hence  he  conceived  the  power  of  ^p(»iitaiig'  to 
be  in  the  gift  of  the  Le^slatore,  mi  thercAM« 
the  words  were  proper, 

Mr.  SioTH  (of  Sonth  Oandina.)— This  offieer 
is  at  the  head  of  a  department,  and  one  of  iboee 
who  are  to  advise  the  Prerident;  theioEerior  of- 
ficer* mentiiHied  in  the  ooastitiition  are  eilerka 
and  other  sabordinate  pereoDs.  The  words  are 
only  a  npeHtixia  of  the  words  in  the  coostxto- 
and  are  oanseqnently  saperflaooa. 
le  qnestiMi  waa  talcai  on  striking  oat  tfaoM 
words,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  proceeded  to  the  AiaeaaAxi 
at  tlie  power  of  the  President  to  remove  tliia 
«^cer. 

Ur.  Suns  etid,  he  had  donbts  whether  tite 
officer  eoold  be  removed  by  the  Fresidant.  He 
sf>prehended  he  could  onfy  be  removed  hy  an 
impeachment  befcve  the  Senate,  and  that,  being 
(ace  in  offioe,  be  mnst  remain  Uiere  nntil  cod- 
vioted  npon  impeachment.  He  wished  gentle 
men  wonld  consider  tliia  point  well  before  thc^y 
deluded  it. 

Ur.  Uadiboii  did  not  otmoor  with  the  gentle- 
man in  his  interpretatiou  of  the  oonstitatHn. 
What,  said  he,  wonld  be  the  conseqsfflMo  <tf 
such  conatmotjon  t  It  wonld  in  efibot  eetabliA 
every  <dSeer  of  the  Government  on  the  finn 
tenore  of  good  bdiavior ;  not  the  heade  of  de- 
partmente  wily,  bnt  all  the  inferior  officers  of 
those  departmenta,  would  htdd  their  <^oea 
during  good  behavior,  lod  that  to  be  jad|^  of 
by  one  Inanoh  of  the  Legislatore  wuy  oa  tba 
impeachment  of  the  other.  If  the  oonatitDtJaa 
meana  thia  1^  its  deolaradtms  to  be  the  oase,  we 
most  Kibmit ;  bat  I  ahoold  lament  it  as  a  fiori 
error  interwoven  in  the  system,  and  oae  that 
would  tdtim^ely  prove  ite  deetmction.  I  ibiak 
the  infea-enoe  wonld  not  arise  from  a  fear  oon- 
etrnction  of  the  words  of  that  iastrmiMait. 

It  is  very  poenble  that  an  officer  who  may  not 
incur  the  diapleaanre  of  the  Freddent,  may  be 
gailty  of  actdons  that  on^t  to  fbrfeit  his  jAac^ 
The  power  of  this  Honse  iokj  reach  him  by  Ute 
means  of  an  impeachment,  and  he  may  be  re- 
moved evem  against  the  will  t^  the  President; 
BO  that  the  declaration  in  the  constitatioD  was 
Intended  as  a  soppbonental  secniil?  for  the  good 
behavior  of  the  public  officers.  It  is  posable 
the  case  I  have  stated  m^  hs^pen.  Ii^eed,  it 
may,  perhaps,  on  some  oooamon,  t>e  found  neoee- 
aary  to  impeach  the  President  hinuelf ;  sorely, 
therefore,  it  mt^  h(f^>eii  to  a  snbordinato  officer, 
whose  lud  actioiu  m^  be  otmnived  at  or  over- 
looked by  the  Prerideot  Hmoe  the  peapio 
have  an  additional  seonrily  in  this  OMUtitatioiial 
provisioiL 

I  think  it  abeohitdy  neoeworx  that  the  FMri- 
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dcstdioald  hsve  the  power  of  removing  from 
""  it  vUl  Duko  him,  in  a  peoolisr  mamier, 
'  le  for  their  oonduot,  and  Ba1::(|ect  him 
KiimpeMhiiMiit  himself  if  he  mffera  them  to 
psrpAile  with  impanitj  high  crimes  or  misde- 
mtnen  i^ainst  the  tToitcd  States,  or  neglects 
to  •qxtiUend  th^  oondoct,  so  as  to  check 
tMr  atemm.  On  the  ocmetitutdonalitr  of  the 
dedmrini  I  have  no  manner  of  donbL 

lb.  Biamys. — If  -we  refer  to  the  constitntjon 
fcrljglitan  this  mbjeot,  it  will  appear  evident 
(tit  tbs  otgeotion  is  not  well  founded.  The 
e(}Mtit«  a  thia,  that  an  officer  ought  not  to  be 
mtoTcd  bat  by  impeachment ;  then  ever;  offi- 
arkqipnnted  daring  good  behavior.  Now, 
it  aoostitation  exprsBsly  deolarea,  that  the 
hifft,  both  of  the  Supreme  and  Inferior 
Oavta,  ihill  hold  their  offioea  daring  good  be- 
kcrior.  If  it  is  deol^«d,  that  thej  are  to  hold 
Ibeir  offices  by  this  paiticiilar  tenure,  it  fbUowe 
tint  the  otbar  officers  of  the  Government  should 
IM  them  ally  at  pleasore.  He  thonght  this 
m  inqnttant  qneetion,  and  one  in  which  they 
vm  obliged  to  take  the  constltation  by  con- 
KractiaD.  for  aldionf^  it  detuled  the  mode 
liffdaSiag  to  office,  it  was  not  explicit  as  to 
tie  npcneanre ;  this  olanie,  thereibra,  wonM 
bs  a  mere  dedaratiMi  of  the  leffialative  con- 
■notioD  a  this  point.  He  thonght  the  impior- 
tnee  and  neoessitj  of  making  the  declaration, 
tlot  the  Chief  UagiatratA  might  supersede  any 
tnH  officer  wm  evident,  and  he  shonld  tliere- 
tm  vole  in  bvOT  of  the  danse  >a  it  stood. 

Mr.  Vmaa  said,  there  were  no  nemtive 
vndi  in  the  ecHUtMnlion  to  prednde  the  Presi- 
te  from  Uie  ezNcdse  of  this  power;  bnt  tiiere 
ni  a  itraog  pfeeomption  that  he  was  invested 
■ilhit:  beeuae  it  was  dedared,  that  all  ex- 
eats power  iboold  be  vested  in  hira,  except 
b  MRt  where  it  is  otherwise  qoalified ;  as,  fbr 
ua^e,  be  eovld  not  folly  exercise  his  exeoa- 
tive  {lows'  in  ""^"g  treaties,  Qnlees  with  the 
■drice  and  consent  of  the  Senate— the  same  in 
Htratii^  to  office. 

He  viewed  the  power  of  xemoval,  by  impeach- 
>Bt,  as  a  sui^leaaentary  seonrity  to  the  people 
i^tttt  the  continuance  of  improper  personB  in 
*Stc;  bnt  it  did  not  oondst  with  the  natnre  of 
UnPi  that  thia  abonld  be  the  only  mode  of  re- 
■onl;  it  waa  attended  with  drcnmstancee  that 
*wB  lender  it  inanffident  to  secore  tiie  public 
n^,  which  was  a  primary  object  in  every 
fiovemneot.  Witness  a  transatlantic  instance 
*t  <tt  iaeompeteno^--he  meant  the  &moDS  case 
(f  Mr.  Hastmgi.  With  what  difficolty  wasthat 
peseeetion  carried  on  1  What  a  length  of  time 
■d  it  take  to  detnrtnine  I  What  is  to  be  done 
>Ue  the  impeachment  is  depending!  For, 
■M»dmg  to  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from 
SiMili  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  he  cannot  be  re- 
aani  bat  on  oonviotim.  If  he  cannot  be  re- 
Mved,  I  should  Bnppose  he  cannot  be  snspend- 
*i;  aod  what  aecnrity  hare  the  people  against 
a*  maehmationa  of  a  bad  man  in  office?  He 
U  no  doubt  but  the  cmstitation  gave  tliia 
fnw  to  the  Frentet;  bnt  if  donbts  were 


entertained,  he  thon^t  it  pradent  to  make  a 
legislative  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  Ooo- 
gress  on  this  point.  He  was  therefbre  in  fiivor 
of  the  clause. 

Ur.  Blahd  thought  tiie  power  given  by  the 
constitution  to  the  Senate,  respecting  the  »^ 
poinbnent  to  office,  would  be  render^  almost 
nugatory  if  the  Premdent  had  the  power  ef  r»- 
movol.  If  the  first  nomination  of  the  Pren- 
dent  should  be  disapproved  by  the  Senate,  and 
the  second  agreed  to,  he  had  nothing  to  do  bnt 
welt  the  adjournment  of  Ooogress,  and  then 
fill  the  vacancy  with  his  favorite ;  who,  by  thus 
getting  into  the  poasesslon  of  the  office,  would 
nave  a  couslderable  chance  of  penoanency  in  it. 
He  thonght  it  consistent  with  the  nature  of 
things,  that  the  power  which  appointed  shonU 
remove ;  ^id  would  not  object  to  a  deolaraticm 
in  the  resolution,  if  the  woras  were  added,  tliat 
the  Frerideut  shaU  remove  from  office,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  He 
agreed  that  the  removal  by  impeachment  was  a 
supplementary  aid  favorable  to  the  pei^Ie ;  bnt 
he  was  dearly  of  opinion,  that  the  same  power 
that  appointed  had,  or  ought  to  have,  the  power 
of  rffluoval. 

Mr.  Jacksou  wished  the  motion  had  been 
referred  to  a  sub-committee  to  digest :  it  seemed 
to  him  they  were  building  the  honee  before  tiie 
plan  was  drawn.  He  wished  to  see  the  system 
reduced  to  writing,  that  he  might  leisurely 
judge  of  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  ea^ 
ofBce  and  its  partionlu  dnties. 

With  respect  to  the  queetion  befi»«  the 
House  he  was  of  opinion  tiiat  if  the  House  had 
tlie  power  of  removal  by  the  constitution,  th^ 
oonla  not  (pve  it  ont  of  their  hands ;  because 
every  power  recognized  by  the  constitution  most 
remain  where  it  was  placed  by  that  instnanent. 
But  the  words  in  the  constitution  dedare,  in 
positive  terms,  that  all  civil  officers  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  con- 
viction oL  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors ;  and 
however  long  it  may  take  to  decide,  in  this  way 
it  most  t>e  done.  He  did  not  think  the  ca«e  of 
Ur.  Hastings  onght  to  be  brought  forward  as  a 
precedent  for  conducting  sncb  bnsinees  in  tiie 
United  States.  He  Iwlieved,  whenever  an  im- 
peachment waa  bronght  before  the  Senate,  tb^ 
would  proceed  with  all  imaginable  speed  to  ite 
termination.  He  should,  in  case  of  impeach- 
ment, be  willing  to  go  so  far  as  to  give  the 
power  of  soapennon  to  the  Preaident,  and  he 
thonght  this  all  the  security  which  the  pnblic 
safety  required ;  it  would  prevent  the  party  from 
doing  flirther  mischief.  He  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  in  the  general  principle,  that  the 
body  who  appointea  ought  to  have  the  power 
of  removal,  as  the  body  which  enacts  laws  can 
repeal  them ;  bnt  if  the  power  is  deposited  in 
any  particular  department  by  the  oonstitntion, 
it  is  out  of  the  power  of  tie  House  to  alter  it 

Mr.  Maoisoh  did  not  conorave  it  waa  a  proper 
construction  of  the  oonstitution  to  say,  that 
there  was  no  other  mode  of  removing  from 
office  than  that  by  impeachment ;  he  beUeved 
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tliia,  M  applied  to  the  Jadgea,  mi^t  be  the  case, 
but  he  otnud  never  imigise  It  extended  in  the 
manner  which  gmtlemea  contended  for.  He 
believed  the^  w^d  not  aasert,  that  an^  part  of 
the  oonatitation  declared,  tliat  the  only  way  to 
remove  ahonld  be  by  impeaohraent;  the  oontrary 
mi^t  be  inferred,  beouiBe  Oongreea  may  estab- 
lieh  offloes  by  law ;  therefore,  moat  oertaioly, 
it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  to  eay 
up<m  what  tenna  the  office  ahaU  be  held,  either 
dnring  good  behavior  <M'dQrinKideamre.  Under 
Hub  oonstroctiMi,  the  prinoi^es  of  the  conati- 
tnlion  would  be  reooncUable  in  eveiy  part ;  bat 
nndar  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
llc^  It  would  be  inoongmooa  and  faulty.  He 
wondered  how  the  g«itlen>an  from  Geoivia 
(ICr,  J.u:esoii)  wonld  reconcile  hia  principles 
BO  Eu'  as  to  pMinit  the  President  to  aoepesd  the 
officer.  He  begged  hia  eoUea^e  Olr.  Blind) 
to  oontider  the  inconvenience  bis  doctrine  would 
oooauon,  by  keeping  the  8enat«  oonatantly  at- 
ting,  in  order  to  give  their  assent  to  the  removal 
of  an  officer ;  they  might  see  there  wonld  be  a 
oonatant  probability  of  the  Senate  being  called 
upon  to  exercise  this  power,  oonaeqnendy  they 
could  not  be  a  moment  absent.  Now,  he  did 
not  believe  the  oonatitntion  impoeed  any  sack 
duly  upon  them ;  why,  then,  aaid  be,  shall  we 
eqioin  it,  especially  at  anoh  an  expense  of  the 
pnblio  treasure  ? 

Hr.  BonnnroT  would  by  no  means  infiinge 
the  constLtntion  by  an;  act  of  hia,  for  if  he 
thoDght  this  motion  wonld  lead  the  committee 
beyond  the  powen  oasisned  to  the  Legidatnre, 
be  would  give  it  a  decided  n^ative ;  but,  on  an 
imparti^  CEsmination  of  that  inatrmnent^  he 
oould  not  aee  the  least  fonndation  for  anoh  an 
olgection ;  however,  he  was  glad  the  qneetion 
had  oome  forward,  becaose  he  wished  to  ^ve  a 
legialative  oonstraotion  to  thia  part  of  the  oon- 
Btitntlon. 

The  gentlemen  who  denied  the  power  of  the 
Preeid^t  to  remove  from  office,  foonded  their 
opinion  npon  the  fourth  aeotion  of  the  second 
article  of  the  oonstitntion,  where  it  ia  declared, 
that  all  officers  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  conviction  o^  treason  or 
bribery.  If  their  constraction  is  admissible, 
and  no  officer  whatever  ia  to  be  removed  in  any 
other  way  than  by  impeachment,  we  ahall  be 
in  a  deplorable  situation  indeed.  Oonaider  the 
extent  of  the  United  Btat«s,  and  tbe  diffionlty 
of  oondncting  a  proeeontion  against  an  officer, 
who,  vitb  die  witneaaes,  residw  a  thonaand 
milee  from  the  seat  of  Qovemment.  Bat  sap- 
pose  the  officer  should,  by  sickness,  or  aome 
other  aocident,  be  rendered  incapable  of  per- 
forming the  junctions  of  the  office,  mast  he  be 
continued)  And  yet  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
tliat  snoh  a  disability  wonld  not  fornish  any 
good  ground  for  impeachment ;  it  ooold  not  be 
laid  aa  treason  or  bribery,  nor  perhaps  aa  a  high 
crime  or  misdemeanor.  Would  gentlemen  nar- 
row the  operation  of  the  oonatitation  in  thia 
mannet,  and  render  it  inmosmble  to  be  exe- 
ontedl 


Mr.  Wmrx  thou^t  no  office  nnder  the  Qov- 
emment waa  to  be  hdd  daring  pleasora,  ex- 
cept those  which  are  to  be  oonsQtnted  by  law; 
but  all  the  heada  of  d«tiutnieina  are  t«  be  d- 
pointed  by  the  Preeident,  I>y  and  with  tbe  id- 
vioe  and  couHent  of  the  Senate.  He  concdved 
that,  in  all  casee,  the  party  who  i^ipcnnted  ongU 
to  jadge  of  the  removal,  except  m  thoee  cam 
which  by  the  oonatitntion  are  excepted;  ind  li 
thoee  oasee  impeachment  and  conviction  are  the 
only  mode  by  which  they  can  be  removed. 

Mr.  Thatghkk  aaked,  why  the  Judges  »cn 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  oaastitiili«i  M 
holding  thmr  <rfBcea  dnring  good  behavior,  if  it 
was  not  anpposed  that,  withont  thia  eiprtaa  deft- 
l&ration  in  th^  ftvor,  they,  in  oommon  with 
all  other  «^cen  not  immediately  chaeen  bytbe 
State  Legialatnrea  and  the  people,  wonld  bold 
them  daring  pleasoret  The  clause  rtqtectiiig 
impeachments  was  partionlarly  calcnlsted  for 
removing  nnworthy  officers  of  the  other  descrip- 
tion. Hdding  thia  constamotion  of  the  cooa^ 
tution  to  be  right,  he  was  in  &vor  of  the  d*aM 
aa  it  atood. 

Mr.  Btlvsbrb  thought  the  oonatttntian  oo^ 
to  have  a  liberal  constmction,  and  therafbre  wm 
of  opinion  that  the  olanae  relative  to  the  re- 
moval by  impeachment  waa  intended  as  a  cbMk 
upon  the  Preaident|  aa  already  moitioaGd  by 
some  gentlemen,  and  to  eeimre  to  the  people,  t? 
means  of  their  repreeentativee,  a  e(xi8tit(Lti<»al 
mode  of  obtaining  justice  againat  pecolamis  and 
defanlters  in  c^oe,  who  might  be  protected  bf 
the  persons  appointing  them.  He  apprehended 
the  doctrine  held  oat  by  the  gentleman  froa 
Sonth  Carolina  would  involve  Uie  OoveramdA 
in  great  difficultiea,  if  not  in  min,  and  he  did 
not  see  it  waa  a  necessary  constrootloa  of 
the  ooustitntion.  Why,  then,  ahonld  the  Houm 
acBToh  for  a  meaning,  to  make  the  ccnstitnticii 
inconnatent  with  it^el^  when  a  more  ratJeul 
one  is  at  hand!  He,  however,  inclined  at  pn>- 
ent  to  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  tna 
Vireinia,  (Mr.  Blabd,)  who  thought  the  Smats 
ought  to  l>e  joined  with  the  Preeident  in  tbe  n- 
moval,  aa  they  were  joined  by  the  oonstitatka 
in  the  appointment  to  office. 

Hr.  GooDHDi  was  decidedly  against  eomlto- 
ing  the  Senate  in  this  bufdnen.  He  wished  to 
make  the  Preeident  as  responuble  as  poeeilde 
for  the  conduct  of  the  officers  who  were  to  exe- 
cute the  duties  of  his  own  branch  of  the  Govm- 
ment  If  the  removal  and  appointment  wen 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  nnroerous  body,  the  re- 

rnaibility  would  be  lessened.  He  admitted 
re  was  a  propriety  in  allowing  the  Senate  to 
advise  the  President  in  the  choice  of  offieeni 
this  the  constitution  had  ordained  for  wise  pin- 
poses;  but  there  could  t>e  no  real  advintq!* 
arising  from  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  to 
the  removal,  but  great  diaadvantagee.  It  mi^ 
beget  faction  and  party,  which  would  prevent 
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aa  wan  ina  Buirini  ouu  woaont  vi  uia  ao 

riiil  npoint  wnbtwdw,  oth«r  pabUo  u 
Inndcaonb,  jndgwftf  the  ^prone  0' 
nd  in  other  offioen  at  Ote  Uidted  Bt 


UcBt  fa  tka  miofaitaiieDt ;  bnt  if  8117  oversigbl 
WM  MoauttetL  it  ooold  heet  b«  oorreoted  by 
Oe  BCrtttcndiDg  igMtt.  It  irae  the  peooJUr 
tej  sdMPniidwit  to  watoh  over  the  ezeontive 
gOcm;  but  of  wbM  avbU  woold  be  bis  iiiq>eo- 
tiio.nitHlM  hadapowSTtocoiTeat  theaboBea 
iHnD^diKorar. 

Mr.  GuBi.— The  oonatitatkn  providea  fbr 
A«  ipfMBilinent  of  Ibe  poUie  offioera  in  thia 
■MM-:  Tbe  Prerid«>i(  bIuII  nominate,  and  hj 
■d  with  the  adnoe  and  oom«it  of  the  Benate, 
j.n  ._.._.  ..  -  .  "iominiB- 
e  Ooort, 
...  I  State*, 
vkn  Dpofntmrats  are  not  heidn  otherwiM 
pnndHt  for,  and  vhioh  ahall  be  establiahed  b; 
kt.  Sow,  if  tlwre  be  no  other  danse  respeet- 
itg  tbe  qipointnittit,  I  ahall  be  glad  to  aee  how 
Iba  baadi  ot  departmente  are  to  be  removed  bj 
the  Pnadnt  alone.  What  olaoae  ia  it  that 
matUi  power  in  expren  ternut  I  believe 
tbas  imne  anch.  If  there  ia  a  power  of  re- 
■ord,  bewki  that  by  impeachment,  it  must 
nrtMOMwhere.  It  most  vest  in  the  President, 
at  iatfaa  President  and  Senate,  or  in  the  Pred- 
dcat.  Senate,  and  Hoose  of  RepreeentatiTes. 
Xev,  then  it  no  danae  which  eipreeel  j  vesta  it 
ii  Iha  Praaident.  I  believe  no  gentleman  oon- 
MadiitiaiiithiaHoDae,  beoanee  libat  wonld  be 
Oat  oid^iiig  of  the  eieoittive  and  legialadve 
ftmn  ganaemen  depreoat«.  I  presnme,  then, 
intkowi  will  grant,  that  if  there  ia  anch  a 
pwnr,  it  veata  wilh  the  Preaident,  by  and  with 
tka  idvioa  nd  oonaent  of  the  Senate,  who  are 
Oe  bod;  that  •ppointa.  I  think  we  onght  to 
k  cntiDaa  Itow  we  step  in  between  the  Presi- 
tetand  Ute  SeaiMe,  to  abridge  the  power  of 
A*  ««  a-  increaae  the  other.  If  the  power  of 
pwevil  veata  where  I  aoppoee,  we,  hj  tbie  deo- 
i^tfin,  undertake  to  trani&t  it  to  the  Pren- 
datilona. 

It  bm  been  mmtioned,  that  it  ia  proper  to 
Rira  tUa  power  to  the  Preaident,  in  order  to 
■aka  him  more  fully  reapondble  for  thia  offloer. 
I  n  kt  npportiiig  the  Prendeat  to  the  ntmoet 
<f  ^  power,  and  nrking  bim  aa  resptsiMble  aa 
fwAlc^  I  would  therrfore  veat  ereiy  gift  of 
'(^  io  the  powar  of  the  Legislature,  m  the 
AaMntaloaie;  but  I  cannot  think  we  ought 
*itt«q*  to  give  him  anthority  to  remove 
»■»  _«floB,  in  tmmm  where  the  eonstitntion  haa 
llMd  it  in  other  hands. 

lb.  Utzkhois  cotundered  this  aa  a  con^ta- 
tloaal  qseetion,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
Mat  power-wbiofa  appointed  on  officer,  had  the 
^^  c^  removal  alao,  imleee  it  waa  TeatraiDed 
^  aa  aiiMiaa  dectoiation  to  the  contrary.  Aa 
■hPraMant,  by  and  with  the  advioe  and  con- 
MB  of  the  Seule,  ia  empowered  to  applet 
Mbavadan,  eert^nly  they  have  a  rif^t  to  re- 
Mn  them  aod  a{fMnnt  oUma.  In  the  case  of 
ther  mnat  be  ^opobited  for  life,  or 
I  behavior.  He  had  no  idea,  that  it 
MU  e*«r  enter  Into  the  heart  of  any  man  lir- 
■g,  Oat  all  offioom  qiptdntMl  nnder  the  oon- 
MiMkn  wete  to  hare  a  perpetni^  in  ofBoe. 


The  Judges  tbemaelvee  wonld  not  have  had  thia 
right,  if  it  had  not  been  ezpreaaly  given  by  the 
oonBtitotioa,  bnt  would  be  removable  in  like 
manner  with  ambaaaadora,  other  public  minis- 
ters, and  oonsola.  He  took  it,  there^re,  in  the 
preeent  case,  that  the  President  and  the  Senate 
wonld  have  the  power  of  removing  the  Seoreta- 
17  of  Foreign  A&irs.  The  only  question, 
therefore,  which  appears  to  be  before  the  com- 
mittee i^  whether  we  ahall  give  this  pover  to 
the  Preaident  alone  ?  And  with  that  he  thoii^t 
they  had  nothing  to  do.  He  aappoaed,  if  ue 
olaoaewaa  left  ont,  the  President  and  the  Senate 
would  proceed,  as  directed  by  the  oonetitation, 
to  appoint  the  offloer;  and  hereafter,  if  they 
Judged  it  necessary,  would  remove  him ;  bnt  if 
they  ne^ected  to  do  ao,  when  it  was  neeeaaaiy, 
by  reason  of  his  miademeanora,  thia  Honse 
wDiild  impeach  hitn,  and  so  get  rid  of  him  on 
oODviotion. 

Mr.  BuHn^ — It  ae^ma  to  be  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  there  does  exist  a  power  of  removal ; 
the  contrary  doctrine  would  be  a  aoleoiam  in 
GovenunenL  If  an  offloer  embeiclea  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  neglecta  or  refases  to  do  the  dn- 
tiea  of  his  appointment,  oan  it  be  sapposed  there 
is  no  way  M  getting  rid  of  aoeh  a  person  t  H« 
was  oertiin  it  waa  eeeenti^y  neeesaary  sach  a 
power  ahonld  be  lodged  acnnewhere,  or  it  wonld 
be  impossible  to  carry  the  Oovemment  into  ez- 
euntlan.  Their  inqniries  were  therefore  redooed 
to  this  point:  Does  it  reside,  agreeably  to  the 
oonstdtution,  in  the  President,  or  in  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Senate)  The  oonstitation  de- 
dares,  that  the  President  and  the  Senate  ahall 
^>polnt,  and  it  natorally  followa,  that  the  power 
which  appoints  shall  remove  also.  What  wonld 
be  the  oonseqnenee  of  the  removal  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  he  had  already  mentioned,  and  need 
not  repeat.  A  new  President  might,  by  tondng 
ont  the  great  offloere,  bring  abont  a  chamreM 
the  ministry,  and  throw  the  afiairs  of  the  Union 
into  disorder :  wonld  not  this,  in  fact,  make  the 
President  a  monarch,  and  give  him  abeolnte 
poweroverall  the  great  dnwrtmentoofOovem- 
ment?  It  signiflce  nothing  that  the  Senate 
have  a  check  over  the  app<nutmenL  beannse  he 
remove,  and  tire  ont  the  good  diqmsitlon 
of  the  Senate. 

r.  Cltius  Bf^d,  the  power  of  removal  was 
an  exeoative  power,  and  as  snch  belonged  to 
the  Preddent  alone,  by  the  express  words  of  the 
conatitotion :  "  the  executive  power  shall  be 
id  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America."  The  Senate  were  not  an  executive 
body ;  tbey  were  a  legislative  one.  It  waa  tme, 
some  instaneea,  they  held  a  qualified  check 
er  the  execntiTe  pow«r,  bat  tlut  was  in  oon- 
aeqaenoe  of  an  express  dei^aration  in  the  oonsU- 
tntion;  withont  aoch  dedaratiotL  they  would 
not  have  been  called  npm  fbr  advice  and  con- 
sent in  the  oaae  of  t^^Njintment  Why,  then, 
~  we  extend  thnr  power  to  control  the  re- 
moval which  is  natntally  in  1^  Exeontive,  un- 
t  ia  likewise  ez{ffes8ly  declared  in  the  ocm- 
stitntdont 
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The  qaeBtion  on  adding  the  words  "  bj  and 
witlk  the  advioe  and  oonsent  of  Uie  Senate,"  as 
moyed  bf  Mr.  Bijjin,  ma  put  and  lost. 

The  qneatitm  mg  now  taken,  and  carried  b7 
a  OMi^wable  nu^orit^,  in  ftvor  of  declaring 
ib»  poww  of  ranoTal  to  be  In  the  PreaidenL 


ToNEaDAT,  Hb^  so. 
TVMtury  DeportOimt. 

Tbe  HoQse  aatdn  reaolTed  itaelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  TTnion, 
lb.  Tkukbull  in  tbe  obalr.  The  resolnUon 
for  establishing  the  Treasarj  Dqurtment  bdng 
nnder  oonsideratiMi : 

Ur.  Gbbbx. — We  an  now  called  upon,  Mr. 
&»eaker,  to  deliberate,  whether  we  shall  place 
this  all-unportant  department  is  the  handB  of  a 
single  indiridoal,  or  in  a  Board  of  Oommis- 
moners.  I  presome  the  gentleman,  who  haa 
brought  fbrward  this  string  of  propositions, 
means,  that  this  offloer  shall  have  power  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  pablio  debt  and  ex- 
penses, to  reoeixe  and  diebnrse  the  rexenoej  to 
devise  plans  for  its  improvement  and  expansion, 
and,  in  short,  to  sopennUnd  and  direct  the  re- 
oetpta  and  enenditorcL  and  govern  tbe  Gnanoea 
of  the  Uuitea  States ;  having  nnder  bim  offloets 
to  do  tbe  snimidinate  bnmnees  of  registering  and 
reoording  his  transaationa,  and  a  Comptroller 
to  contr^  bis  operations  with  respect  to  the  ac- 
ooanta  and  vooohers. 

Before  this  committee  proceed  one  eiep  &r- 
ther  in  this  bcnnesB,  thej  onght  serionslj  to 
oonsider  the  aitnaldon  of  tins  oonntry,  and  what 
will  be  the  oonseqnenoe  of  appoiutiiig  snoh  an 
officer ;  consider  how  it  will  ^eot  the  pnblic  in 
general,  tbe  revenne,  and  even  the  Oovemmeot 
itself,  He  is  declared,  in  tbe  list  of  duties  as- 
signed him  in  the  paper  read  vesterdaj  bj  the 
Katleman  fh)m  New  York,  ^fr,  Bcrboh,)  to 
ve  the  power  to  form  and  digest  tlie  aoconuts, 
and  to  conboi  all  ttie  officers  <rf  the  department. 
It  is  evident,  that  we  put  his  integrity  to  the 
trial,  bj  sooh  an  arrangement.  If  he  is  dispos- 
ed to  embexde  the  pnblio  money,  it  will  be  oat 
of  the  power  of  tbe  £xecotiva  itself  to  check  or 
oontrol  him  in  his  nef^oos  practices.  The  ei- 
tenMon  of  bis  biuineaa  to  the  collectors  of  at 
least  fifty  seaports,  (over  whom  the  naval  offl- 
oer  can  have  do  control,  with  respect  to  tbe 
monej  lec^ved,)  will  fanusb  abondant  oppw- 
timito  fbr  peoolation.  In  addition  to  the  mo- 
nc^  arising  from  the  impost,  he  maj  Jiave 


monej  of  defaulters  now  due  to  the  TTnited 
States,  and  the  revenne  arising  from  taxes  and 
excises.  Admit  these  innnmerable  opportn- 
nitiea  for  defranding  the  revenne,  without  check 
or  control,  and  it  is  next  to  impoesble  be  shonld 
remain  nnsnllied  in  his  repatation,  or  innoxions 
with  respect  to  misapplying  his  tmst. 

Other  great  opportomties  may  arise  in  case  of 
an  aoticipatioQ  of  the  pnblic  rerenne  ;  or,  if  it 


ing  them,  in  order  to  advance  Uie  o 
Union.  But  what  is  to  prevent  the  greatest  im- 
powtJonin  thishnnnees?  OhBi|;ing  them  to  tits 
pnblio  at  their  nominal  valne,  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  check  this  nwciea 
of  speoolation ;  what  then  is  tbe  ritoolutn  <d 
yoor  offloerl  He  most  satdeot  himaaif  to  soa- 
pi<don :  indeed,  it  is  ae  mocb  »  bis  rtDotatioB 
IS  worth  to  oome  Into  a  place  of  this  kind ;  lie 
oan  hardly  preserve  his  integrity.  Bm  booor, 
credit,  and  ohoraoter,  moat  inevitably  be  i^nr- 
ed.  He  oannot  prove  himself  innooent  <rfuie 
sostdcitai,  because  it  is  the  negative  side  of  the 

Question.  He  oan  offer  nothing  more  in  hia  da- 
moe  than  a  mere  denial  of  the  orimeL 
There  is  another  point  which  onght  to  be  well 
ooiuddered :  This  c^cer  is  to  digest  and  fonn 
the  aooonntsL  He  oan  consequently  give  the 
bofflneas  snob  complexity,  as  to  render  it  impoa- 
eibie  to  detect  his  impotitaona ;  and  as  tbe  infe- 
rior officers,  who  might  diaoov^  Hm  fraud,  on 
to  be  appoiDt«d  by  Ute  principal,  will  tbey  not 
ooneeqnently  be  men  after  his  own  hearti 

Talong  these  oireomstances  togetber,  it  mtnt 
1)0  very  diaagreeable  to  the  peraon  q^Mnnted, 
provided  he  is  an  btmeet,  upright  man ;  it  wiU 
be  dissgreeable  also  to  the  pecqde  of  tbe  Union, 
who  will  always  have  reason  to  snspeDt,  that  a 
partiahty  is  ehown  to  the  collectors,  and  otbcx 
officers  of  the  State  to  which  be  belonged.  This 
has  absolutely  been  the  case,  and  was  prodno- 
tive  of  very  great  dissatiafaction.  I  wonld  be 
^Bii  to  know  of  the  gentlemen,  who  are  for  vest- 
ing these  powers  in  a  sipgls  person,  where  they 
will  find  tlie  man  who  is  capable  of  performing 
the  dntiee  of  a  finantner )  For  it  is  not  the  mca* 
calling  liim  a  financier,  and  giving  him  a  laiga 
salary,  that  will  enable  bim  to  perform  liisfimo- 
taons  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  satiaCaoti<m. 
We  hod  once  a  gentleman  who  filled  snch  a  de- 
partment, and  I  beliove  tbe  only  one  in  Oto 
United  States  who  had  knowledge  and  abililiea 
by  any  means  competent  to  tbe  bnnneea ;  bat 
that  gentleman  is  now  employed  in  another 
branch  of  tJ     "  '       " 


t  beeaO- 
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were  led  to  inquire  for  a  proper  d 
such  an  office ;  bnt  not  bdng  able  to  disc 
sach  a  one  in  this  conntry,  in  whose  abilttiea 
they  had  sufficient  confidence,  they  wrote  to 
Doctor  Price  a  letter,  to  indnce  him  to  omne  to 
America,  and  accept  of  an  ^ipointntent  jiadtr 
them,  for  tbe  SDperint«idenoe  of  thnr  finanoea. 
He  wrote,  in  answer,  that  he  &\t  with  grntitade 
the  honor  which  Uiey  had  done  him  by  their  ap- 
plication, and  Ngnified,  that  he  was  desiroos  of 
rendering  every  service  in  bis  power  to  fud  the 
glorious  cause  in  which  America  was  embaik- 
ed ;  bat,  from  bis  advanced  sitaotion  in  life,  and 
infirmities  of  body,  he  wsB-nnder  the  necessity 
of  declining.  This  circumstance  serves  to  show 
how  difficult  it  is  to  get  a  [woper  parson  fer  k> 
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miam  ta  mdertokiiig.    Bnt  it  appears  to  me, 

thrttf  ve  oonld  fix  upon  i,  penoa  equal  to  the 
t/bx,  inTOhriDg  him  in  forming  aooomits,  and 
■tb  triffing  biuanees,  would  <&vert  his  atten- 
tioi  fna  tne  nuve  impoitKOA  datiw  he  is  call- 
td  vfm  to  petfonn.  The  proper  boiiness  of 
btaot,  I  tike  it,  ought  to  be  to  consider  of  the 
mnt  to  improve  the  revenue,  and  introdnciDK 


Am,  iMoniML  if  he  engages  in  the  exeontdve 
tnmm,  we  aWl  be  deprived  of  his  talents  in 


Bicro  HDportant 
•dtbittheraMi 


.  IfitBhoold 
a  penoD  of  abiMeg  tobefoond, 
idtqute  to  the  daties  of  the  office,  I  want  to 
fawv  irben  the  advantage  arises  of  appointing 
Urn  ikne  in  preftreooe  to  a  Board  ?  If  jm 
tare  HnuniMionwB,  joa  have  an  opfHDrtnnitj 
(f  takwmefroin  eadi  grand  divimon  of  the 
Umlcdetata^  namely,  the  Eastern,  the  Wddle, 
Bd  BoQtbem  Districts.  If  this  person  is  a 
MBbtr  of  tiie  Board,  is  it  not  evident  jon  will 
hin  traj  advantage  from  his  abilities  in  snch 
■  atBtfko,  aayoii  voold  if  he  were  placed  in 
oSm  trithoDt  oontrol  t  If  he  waa  possessed  of 
Kebgniiia^  he  oonld  empl^  it  more  nsoMlj 
M  1  Oomimnitxier  of  the  Board  of  Treasury, 
thta  wbn  left  to  perfbnn  all  the  drudgery  of 
As  exBBiitive  part ;  becanse  while  his  fine  ir~  ~ 
liMtiai  was  boried  in  rednoing  a  cbaoa  t 
nntiftd  sjvtem,  hie  eoUeagnee  might  perfc 
Aon  parts  vluoh  raqoired  less  elevation  of 
tioi^t ;  li;  dividing  uie  burthen,  the  business 
would  tie  doiM  with  more  regularity  and  &oi- 
IQ.  Bard;  no  advantage  to  the  pnblio  would 
nm  barn  giving  Um  tbe  sole  management  of 
tk  hmeM^  iMrt  much  Inconvenience  might ; 
hMM,  it  most  muvt^bly,  as  I  said  before, 
ntjeet  lum  to  soqpidons  nn&vorable  to  his  re- 
piMtMn.  Thia  tm»  abeolutelj  been  realized ;  it 
■  notiiMnchiiiMn,  a  matter  of  speculation. 
Ve  hare  had  a  Board  ot  Treasury,  and  we  have 
kidaFbkinder.  Have  not  express  charges,  ae 
nO  M  figoe  ramora,  been  brought  against  him 
Mtbtter  of  tbepabliol  They  may  be  unfonnd- 
*i,  it  k  tne ;  but.  it  shows  that  a  man.  cannot 
■m  in  neh  a  statiOQ  withoat  exciting  popular 
itmer.  It  is  very  well  known,  I  dare  aay,  ' 
Baj  gentkmen  in  this  Hodeo,  that  the  nt 
■d  KTODOtliHi  were  such  as  obliged  Oongrees 
■n  acre  to  alter  thw-  Treasnry  Department, 
■dpbee  it  under  the  management  of  a  Board 
^CmBumioaa*.  We  have  seen.  epecnlatJons 
Batod  from  this  qnarter  agaJnst  the  Govem- 
mat  ibnU,  and  punfbl  innnnationg  of  detdgn 


M  to  exhibit  to  yonr  view  the 
«  to  whioh  an  ofBoer  is  salqected 
J  an  office  of  thia  natare.  If  the 
IMtkanan  I  have  aUnded  to  had  been  a  n 
MTcf  the  Board  of  TTCAsnry,  he  would  not  have 
ken  Bnb}ect«d  to  the  ofaargea  which  were 
hwDriit  agiinBt  him.  In  ■a<m  a  atnetdon,  he 
emld  have  rendered  the  services  his  great  abi- 
"  d  him  to  do,  witlioot  exposing  his 


character  to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  malevolence  or 
detraction. 

I  am  dmrODS  of  supporting  the  President ; 
bnt  the  Senate  requires  tA  be  supported  also  in 
their  constitational  rights.  To  this  body  be- 
longs tbe  confidence  of  the  States;  while  tiie 
President  reeta  his  SQpport  upon  them  he  will 
be  seonre.  They,  with  thia  House,  can  pv« 
him  proper  information  of  what  is  for  the  pub- 
lic interest,  and,  by  pm^uing  their  advice,  he 
will  contume  to  himself  that  good  opinion  which 
is  justly  entertained  of  him.  If  we  are  to  estab 
liSD  a  number  of  such  grand  officers  as  these, 
the  consequences  appear  to  me  pretty  plwn. 
These  officers,  bearmg  the  tities  of  minister  at 
war,  minister  of  state,  minister  for  the  finances, 
minister  of  foreign  affture,  and  how  many  i^ore 
ministers  I  cannot  say,  wiU  be  made  necessary 
to  the  President.  If  by  this  establishment  wa 
make  them  more  respectable  than  the  other 
branches  of  the  Government,  the  Preeident 
will  be  induced  to  place  more  confidence  in 
them  than  in  the  Senate ;  the  people  will  also  be 
led  to  consider  them  as  more  oouseqnential  per- 
sons. But  all  high  officers  of  this  kind  must 
have  confidence  placed  in  them ;  they  will  in 
fact  be  the  chancellors,  the  minigt«rB  of  tbe  nft- 
tjon.  It  will  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  sys- 
tem of  fkvoritism,  and  the  principal  magi^rato 
will  be  governed  by  these  men.  An  oligarchy 
vrill  be  confirmed  upon  the  ruin  of  the  demo- 
cracy ;  a  Government  most  batefol  will  descend 
to  our  posterity,  and  all  our  exertions  in  the 
glorioDs  cause  of  freedom  wiU  be  frustrated: 
we  shaU  go  on  till  we  reduce  the  powers  of  the 
President  and  Senate  to  nothing  but  a  name, 
Thia  surely,  air,  does  not  comport  with  the  oOE- 
dnct  of  Uie  Hoose.  We  have  been  very  tena- 
cious of  giving  a  title  to  the  President,  lest  it 
should  be  Implied  we  desired  to  increase  his 
power.  We  would  call  him  by  no  other  appel- 
lation than  merely  Preeident  of  the  United 
States.  I  confess  I  was  not  snch  a  stickler  aboat 
Ijtlee  ae  all  this,  becanse  I  did  not  consider  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  could  be  hurt  by 
sacb  means ;  bnt  I  am  not  dear  that  the  consti- 
tution authorizes  ns  to  bestow  titles ;  it  is  not 
among  the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress. 
But  if  the  constitution  did  authorize  it — [A 
call  to  order  was  made  by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  Mr.  Gbbbt  was  desired  to  oonfino 
himself  to  the  point;  the  subject  of  titles  was 
not  before  the  House.]*  Mr,  Ggbbt  proceeded, 
and  said  the  Senate  were  constitutionally  the 
highest  officers  of  Government,  except  the  Pre- 
sident and  Yioe  President ;  that  the  House  was 
abont  to  supersede  them,  and  place  over  thdr 
beads  a  set  of  ministers  who  were  to  hold  the 
reins  of  Government,  and  bU  this  to  answer  bq 
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a  obtalDed  from  mboidiiiste  offl- 

In  ahort,  a  Board  of  TrMsnrr  would  Mmdnot 
tho  bn^nJeaa  ot  flnanoe  with  greater  aecnritf 
aad  Batia&ctioD  than  a  ungle  officer.  He  htta 
a  Terr  good  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  for- 
mer^ admiDistarod  the  finimcee  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  doabtod  if  another  of  eqnal  qoAli- 
tiee  could  be  fbnnd ;  bat  it  was  impoBNble  for 
anj  person  toriTeastia&atioiiIn  num  a  statiim. 
Jealoiu7  would  onaTobUblj  be  enteituned; 
be^dea,  no  inooDTenieDoe  resalt^d  fivm  tbe 
present  amngementof  that  departmeat;  UwK- 
fore,  there  ooold  be  no  good  reason  to  indooe  a 
ohange.  If  the  Eooae  was  trolr  repablioan 
and  oonsisteot,  thev  wonld  not  admit  officers, 
with  or  without  titles,  to  CKMseas  moh  amaring 
powers  as  would  ereDtoall)'  end  in  the  min  of 
tiie  Oovemment.  Under  these  imprewiom,  he 
moved  to  amend  the  reeolntion  so  as  to  read, 
"  there  shall  be  eetabliahed  a  Treaaniy  Depart- 
ment, at  the  head  of  which  there  ahaU  be  three 
oommisdoners,  to  be  denominated  the  Board  of 
Treasury-." 

Ur.  Wamvoktb.—Mj  official  duty  has  led 
me  often  to  attend  at  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and,  from  mj  experience,  I  ventare  to 
pronounce  that  a  Board  of  Treasor;  is  tlie 
worst  of  all  institutions.  They  have  doobled 
onr  oatjooal  debt.  (I  do  not  mean  by  this  ob- 
BervatioD  to  oenanre  any  man  who  has  been  in 
that  offioe:  I  presome  they  were  honest  men, 
and  did  as  well  aa  could  tw  done  under  snch  a 
system.)  Bnt  I  do  not  remember  a  angle  in- 
stance, in  any  one  board,  that  I  (bnnd  tliem  to 
have  a  system  that  woold  give  even  tolerable 
satia&otion ;  there  sfipeared  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  members  of  diem  all :  they  seemed 
to  have  no  fixed  principles  to  gnide  them,  qot 

T)onbility  for  their  condnot. 
have  had  also  transaoticHtB  at  the  treasnry 
whilst  it  was  managed  by  a  Snperintendent  of 
Unanoe.  Asto  what  fell  from  the  gentleman  last 
np,  (thongh  without  intention,  I  daK  wy,  to  affect 
or  prdndice  the  character  of  that  officer,  It  may 
posEibly  have  sach  on  effect,)  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  state  my  sentiments,  which  are  formed 
from  my  own  esperienoe  as  well  as  frvm  re- 
port I  had  great  transactions  with  him,  and 
most  say  that  there  did  tuipear  to  be  sys- 
tem in  his  management,  and  reepon^bUity  in 
bis  n^otiationo.  I  dare  risk  my  fortone  and 
character  with  him,  becanse  there  was  onity  in 
the  officer,  and  somebody  in  whom  I  could  con- 
fide. The  nature  of  the  office  is  tietter  calcu- 
lated to  {^To  satisfaction  than  the  other.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  enaraerate  the  savings  he  made, 
by  introducing  economy  throughout  the  whole 
departmenta  imder  Oongrws,  becanse  I  do  not 
know  them  all;  bnt  they  were  very  considera- 
ble. The  administration  of  the  finances  was 
olear  to  the  meanest  cwodty.  Beceipts  and 
fizpenditnrea  were  stated  simply;  they  were 
pablished  to  the  world.  The  heads  of  the  IVeas- 
nry  Deparbnent,  the  Board  of  Commisnonen, 


I  do  not  believe  liave  olcsed  th^  aoeoonti  to 
this  very  day.  I  do  not  My  it  u  fcr  want  of 
abihty,  will,  or  honesty,  that  this  event  lias  not 
taken  place.  I  conceive  it  to  be  owing  to  thdr 
want  of  system  in  condncting  thmr  bndnoH, 
I  wish  the  committee  had  beAffetliem  the  tniis- 
aotioua  (^  the  board  fw  one  sin;^  month ;  tb»r 
wonldfind  what  I  have  remained  to  be  too  wtti 
founded.  Instead  of  ■yst«m  and  req>onsitd%, 
they  woold  find  noQiiDg  bnt  ocnfhaion  and  dk- 
order,  withont  a  posrioility  of  cttecking  th«ii 
aoQoimta.  I  know  I  am  heard  by  one  seofle- 
who  is  acquainted  with  theae  troths  oy  ei- 


I  b^  leave  to  repeat  once  moie^  that  undtr 
boards  of  tt«asnr7,  there  never  waa  a  ponibili- 
ty  of  the  public  knowing  th«ir  ritoKtitm ;  Uiwsit 
no  poesibUity  of  getting  cm  with  the  pubhe  so- 
oonnta  and  closing  them ;  then  have  not  been 
tite  transactioiia  of  more  than  c«ie  of  the  gitat 
departmenta  oomplet^  settfed,  owing  to  a  ra- 
dical dtfect  in  their  oonsiitadcm ;  theyamnot 
proceed  with  that  unity  and  decUcoi  neoesavy 
to  insnre  Jnetioe.  As  to  what  ttke  gentlemm 
sud,  with  respect  to  the  diffiool^  or  getting  a 
proper  offioer  to  fill  the  department,  I  will  jost 
observe,  that  I  do  not  believe  it  impoamltle,  snd 
am  therefiMe  prq>ared  to  atteaq>t  it. 

Hr.  Bnreos  stated,  that  in  the  year  1731, 
frxHU  the  very  great  derangement  of  F>b^ 
afiaiiB,  Congress  were  mduoed  to  plaoe  the  Treas- 
ory  Department  under  the  Bnperintendeuoe  of 
an  individual.  It  is  true,  after  the  concluioa 
of  the  war,  in  the  latter  end  of  1T8S,  or  begia- 
ning  of  17&4,  Oongrees  again  changed  thur  sj*- 
tern,  and  placed  die  department  in  the  hsadi 
of  three  commissioaeTe,  to  b«  taken,  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  aai±  one  from  theEwCem,  one  fran 
the  Middle,  and.  one  from  the Sonthera  district; 
which  regulation  I  think  indooed  above  twenty 
applications.  Bome  gentlemen  oa  this  fioor  will 
doubtless  recollect  an  observation  that  was  made 
at  that  time,  that  if  this  trust  had  be«i  to  be 
reposed  in  one  reqxmsible  individual,  not  per- 
il^ more  tlian  three  of  the  candidates  wmld 
have  had  confidenoe  to  oome  fbrward  aa  ^ipli- 
oants  for  the  office. 

For  his  part,  he  conodved,  that  it  required 
the  same  abilitiee  in  every  individual  of  tlM 
oommissioners,  as  was  neceasarr  if  a  mn^  pv- 
son  was  placed  at  the  bead  of  the  departnHnt 
If  men  competent  to  the  undertaking  are  M 
^fflcnlt  to  be  found,  you  will  inoreaae  the  «n- 
borrasement  of  the  Pnmdent  threefold  by  mak- 
ing the  arrangement  the  gentleman  oontend* 
for.  liie  principle  upon  which  the  sentJania 
advocates  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Treas- 
ury, would  qiply  in  favtH-  of  a  oliange  in  the 
constitution,  and  we  ought  to  have  three  Pres- 
idents of  the  United  States  instead  of  oae,  be- 
oaose  their  bnmness  might  be  done  with  nioie 
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i^nbritTKidfkcUitf;  bnthedidnotthiuk  the 

T  tot  to  be  wen  foonded. 
BuDwri  thoo^t  that  there  were  vwj 
Itw  inlkDNa  who  bad  ranch  to  do  with  pnb- 
lietMmH,  but  had  toined  theb  attention  to 
t^qoMiaQ.  He  had  employed  lus  refiecdon 
ifiM  tilt  (object  for  Bcnoe  time,  and  his  senti- 
wEn  vac  igiiDflt  tlM  eatatdishment  of  a  Board 
Jlnmnj.  He  wu  pemuded  there  was  not 
nmtA  rapemihi^tj  in  hoards  u  there  wa« 
ii iufiTidiiila,  nor  U there  aiuih  good groaodtor 
tkemJMof  the  talents  of  afinancieT  in  that 
ny.  Bovds  were  generally  more  deBtitnt«  of 
aagj  dun  waa  an  indiTidoal  placed  at  the 
bsidrfidmrtXMnt.  The  obeervadont)  of  the 
pdlerBH  from  UJUMchoaetta  were  of  great 


SwpnUienxnej;  if  thCT  had  ajstem,  energy, 
uimpcnsbQity,  he  ebovld  be  in  favor  of  them ; 
lot  tit  nperienoe  had  convinced  hira  of  the 
cantnrj.  He  was  not  an  adrooate  for  an  an- 
£i^tBd  HtbiKitj  in  tlue  offloer.  He  hoped  to 
we pnawdteoka  provided;  a  Comptroller,  An- 
difant  Bagnter,  and  Treaenrer.  He  wonld  not 
nfir  tiw  Secretary  to  touch  a  farthing  of  the 
paUienwiHy  beyond  his  salary.  The  settling 
tt  Cbe  MxanaA  ihonld  be  in  the  Anditors  and 


.  _ .  .d  widi  either.  He  waa  satiefled 
But  in  Ihia  w^  the  treasury  might  be  safe,  and 
ptt  in^wwaawila  made  in  the  bnsiness  of 

Xr.  Umacm  had  intoided  to  have  given  his 
n&naDtaon  tluaealject;  bnt  hewsa  antdoipa- 
tidnKiQe  things  by  the  gentlenum  last  up. 
He  tridwd,  in  all  caeee  of  an  ezeontive  nature, 
tlm  tht  tnnmittee  shonld  oonnder  the  powers 
ttevaetobeeierdeedgandwhere  that  power 
*«  too  great  to  be  trast«d  to  an  IndividQaL 
draper  cm  shonld  be  taken  so  to  regnlate  and 
wt  tbe  exennse,  as  wonld  give  indnbitaUe 
inrily  Sar  the  perfect  preservation  of  the  pnb- 
Ee iUaeit,  and  to  present  that  sospiciou  which 
M  of  iDlegrity  were  aver  desirons  of  avoiding. 
ui  WM  h>  intanlltm  in  the  preeent  ease.  If 
&e  nnmuttee  agreed  to  hts  proportion,  he  in- 
Wed  to  mtrodnoe  prindplee  of  cantion,  which 
'>'  *9piHd  wonld  give  satisfkction  on  that 
P«t  Ai  br  as  was  praotioable,  he  wonld 
*"  ft*  TsrioDB  business  of  this  important 
nidi  D(  ttie  Oovermneot  divided  and  modl- 
M,  N  Kio  hin  at  least  the  Jealoosy  expressed 
^'^RBtlemBn  fh»n  Uassaehnsetta;  mdeed, 
M  ^PF«d,  irith  the  Mdstanoe  of  dte  ooroniit- 
U^  it  ari^  be  formed  so  as  to  ^ve  sadsfeolion. 
wUnodoDbtbntthat  the  offices  miKhthe 
K  ccutitated  as  to  restrain  and  cheoic  each 
™^'.  nd  unlees  an  nnboonded  combination 
K>A  plioB,  which  be  coold  by  no  mean«  snppose 
*■  bkdy  to  be  the  case,  that  the  pnblio  wonld 
H  mA  and  secore  tm^  the  administration. 
Kb  touU  bvor  the  arrangement  mmtloned  by 
u  wntl^  gwUeman  from  Bonth  Oarohna, 
C"-  Buswn,)  Bitd  after  that  was  separated 


from  the  Secretary's  duties,  he  believed  the 
officer  would  find  anfflcient  business  to  employ 
his  time  and  talents  in  rendering  esBential  ser- 
vices to  his  country.  This  srrengement  he  con- 
ridered  would  answer  most  of  the  objcctione 
which  had  been  urged. 

U  a  board  iseetabliHhed,  tiie  independent  <M- 
oers  of  Oomptroller  and  Auditor  are  unknown ; 
yon  then  give  the  aggr^ate  of  these  powers  to 
the  board,  the  members  of  which  are  equal; 
therefore  you  g^ve  more  power  to  each  individ- 
ual than  is  proposed  to  be  trusted  in  the  Secre- 
tuy;  and  if  apprebennons  are  to  be  enter- 
tained of  a  combmation,  they  apply  as  forcibly 
in  the  case  of  two  or  three  commiwiooere  com- 
bining, as  they  do  in  the  case  of  the  Becretary, 
Comptroller,  and  other  officers.  If  gentlemen 
permit  these  sentiments  to  have  their  titll  weight, 
and  consider  the  advantages  ariatng  from  ener- 
gy, eygtem,  and  reeponaibility,  which  were  all 
bi  favor  of  his  motion,  be  bad  no  donbt  ctf  th«ir 
according  with  h'"'  on  this  question. 

Mr.  BouniiroT  considered  the  queetion  to  be, 
whether  the  department  should  m  nnder  the 
direotion  of  one  or  more  officers.  He  was 
ag^nst  boards,  l>ecause  he  was  convinced  by 
experience  that  they  are  liable  to  all  the  ob- 
jections which  gentlemoi  had  stated.  He 
wished  the  committee  had  it  in  their  power  to 
turn  to  the  transactjons  of  this  deportment 
since  the  revolution,  to  examine  the  expendi- 
tures under  former  boards  of  treasury,  and  un- 
der the  Superintendent  of  finance ;  it  wonld  so 
confound  tnem,  that  he  waa  sura  no  gentleman 
wonld  offer  another  argoment  in  favor  of  boardsL 
He  was  not  acquainted  with  the  management 
under  the  present  ttoard.  He  had  not  bieen  in 
the  habit  of  doing  bnaness  with  them.  Bnt 
between  the  admmlstratlon  of  the  former  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance,  there  was  an 
intolerable  oompsriaon.  He  waefKr  irom  being 
astonished  at  the  Jealon^  and  suspicion  enter- 
tained of  that  valuable  officer;  he  rather  won- 
dered that  the  clamor  was  not  more  lond  and 
tremendous.  He  conld  not  repeat  all  the  cansea 
there  were  for  accusation  against  him,  bnt  nire- 
ly  they  were  not  incon^derable.  He  remem- 
bered one  hundred  and  forty-aii  mpemnmerary 
officers  were  brushed  off  in  one  dayi  '<'ho  had 
long  been  sucking  tbe  vital  blood  and  spirit  of 
the  nation.  Was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  if  thia 
Bwarm  should  ruse  a  buxa  about  him  ?  The 
reform  which  daily  took  place  made  liim  no  in 
oonriderable  number  of  enemies.  The  e:n>en- 
ditnres  under  the  Board  of  Treasury  had  been 
enormous.  They  were  curt^ed  in  the  qoarter- 
masters,  commluariee  of  provision  and  military 
stores,  ia  the  hospital,  and  every  great  depart- 
ment established  by  Oongrees ;  so  that,  b^des 
those  who  were  offended  by  a  removal,  every 
one  who  was  affected  by  this  economy,  or  parsi- 
mony, if  they  will  call  it  so,  were  incensed 
against  him.  It  was  impossibte  to  min  friends 
among  tbose  people  by  a  practice  of  this  kind. 
He  would  stato  a  circumstance  which  might 
^ve  the  committee  some  small  Idea  of  what  Hie 


Cockle 


ABBTDSHliNT  OF  THB 


.B.J 


■avinga  nnder  the  Soperintendeat  wrae.  The 
«ip«tditiire  of  hay  at  a  certain  poat  waa  oao 
hnndred  and  fortf  tons;  eiuit  was  tiie  Mamate 
laid  before  him;  jet  twelve  tana  carried  the 
poat  thiongh  the  ^eor,  and  the  ■nppl;'  wia  abon- 
dant,  and  the  poet  was  aa  A1II7  and  naeftillj  00- 
onpi^  BB  it  bad  ever  been  before. 

The  qnestitm  on  the  nmeodment  propoaed  bj 
Ur.  Qebbt  waa  taken  and  lost ;  after  which  the 
reaolatioiu  respecting  the  Treaaarj  and  War 
Department,  aa  invpoaed  hy  Ur.  HiJ>iaoN,  were 
bothaneed  to. 

ISr.  Vmnra  then  propoaad  the  eetabliahment 


the  committm  rose  and  reported  the  resolations 
agreed  to. — A^jonmed. 

Thuesdat,  MajSl. 
Bwettiive  Hepartmenti. 

Hie  Eonae  prooeeded  to  consider  the  reeola- 
lion  reported  jesterday  from  the  Oommitlee  of 
the  whole  Hoose  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
the  same  being  amended  to  read  aa  followa: 

Suahtd,  Ibtt  It  U  flw  opinion  of  tkii  oommittM 
duit  there  ought  to  ba  eKabudied  the  foUowing  ex- 
ecatiTe  deputmento,  vli :  A  DepartmeDt  of  Foreign 
AStiit,  M  the  hfmd  of  which  ihali  be  ui  offloer  to 
be  caLad  Secnttaiy  to  the  Units]  Sutai  for  tbo  De- 
pirtment  of  Foreign  Affnire,  removable  by  the  Pre- 
sident. A  Treuiuy  Department,  at  tbe  head  of 
irhich  shsll  be  an  offloer  to  be  called  Secretary  to  the 
United  States  Tor  the  Trearoiy  Department,  remova- 
ble  by  the  President.  A  Depnrtmeat  of  War,  at  the 
head  of  which  «ha]l  be  an  offloer  Co  be  oalied  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  United  State*  for  the  Department  of  Wm, 
remorable  hy  the  Presdent 

Setolmd,  That  tbia  Home  doth  cononr  with  the 
committM  in  the  uid  reBolntlon ;  and  that  a  00m- 
mittee,  to  conalit  oT  elewn  mnnbsn,  be  appointed 
to  prepare  and   l>ring  ia  a  bill  or  biUi  pnnuaot 

The  memben  elected  were,  Ur.  Baldwih, 
Ur.  ViNiHO,  Ur.  IrrEmosK,  Hr.  UismoK,  Ur. 
BsSBoK,  Ur.  BsBKE,  Ur.  Fitzshionb,  Ur. 
Bom>»ioT,  Ur.  Wadswobth,  Ur.  Qekst,  and 
]fr.  Oadwaluibr. 

PmnAT,  May  33. 
ConUtted  EUetion.* 
The  Honw  reanmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  on  Ur.  Smith'b  case. 

After  some  desultory  oonveraation  on  tbe  re- 
commitment and  mode  of  proceeding,  it  waa 

*  Tbo  i|natloDi  of  mnWMed  eleotlau.  geusnlly  depend- 
ing npon  pertond  aad  temporary  eInDDUtUM*,  are  aiaaUy 
■>niitl«d  In  thli  abiidgment;  bat  when  they  riu  higher  and 
luoh  the  prindplu  of  QoTemraent,  or  eooneot  themtelna 
with  the  nitlonal  hlitorj,  then  tbey  become  qntatioDi  of 
(enenl  and  pennineat  interegC,  ad^ng  to  the  stock  of  po- 
lldul  knowledge ;  ud  u  such  are  entitled  to  hlMerlcal  com- 
memoTstlon.  Upon  thla  clew  of  inch  qnettlona  the  debate 
an  the  eontoted  elecUt-a  of  WUllun  Smith,  of  Bonth  Caro- 
lina, li  here  given;  and  that  oa  the  oonteetad  eleetlati  of  Al- 
bert QallatlD,  and  eome  othen,  will  be  (Irea  hereafter. 


BnAm.  [Hat,  11W. 

agreed  to  examine  the  evidence  in  &vot  of  lb, 
StCRK,  the  &ota  alleged  by  Doctor  Ramaaj,  in 
proof  that  Ur.  SiirrH  waa  not  eeven  yean  ■ 
dtizen  of  the  United  Btatea,  being  admittad. 
Wberenpon,  it  being  moved  and  seconded,  (hu 
the  Honae  do  agree  to  tbe  fdlowing  rtetjn- 
tdon: 

JUntvtd,  Thtt  h  appeua  to  ttiii  Hoiue,  vpoaM 
and  maton  ooniidaTatuni,  that  ^  aaid  Wiluam 
Smith  had  been  aeven  yeara  a  cttiien  of  the  Dnited 
SMIu,  at  Hm  time  of  hi*  eleotioD. 

Ur.  Bum. — Aa  the  House  are  inclined  to 
hear  the  observations  I  have  to  make,  I  BhaQ 
begin  with  admitting  the  &ct8  stated  in  the  ma. 
morial  of  Doctor  Bamsay,  hoping  the  Hooae 
will  ezcnse  the  egotism  into  which  I  am  nni- 
voidably  drawn.  I  was  born  in  Cbarieston, 
South  Oaroiina,  of  a  &mily  whose  ancestors 
were  among  the  first  settlers  of  that  ccdony, 
and  was  sent  to  England  for  my  edncation  wbeo 
I  waa  bat  twelve  years  of  age.  In  1T74, 1  iru 
sent  to  Geneva,  to  pnrsne  my  stadiee,  where  I 
redded  nntil  17T8.  In  November,  that  year,  I 
went  to  Paris,  where  I  redded  npwards  of  two 
months  in  tbe  character  of  an  American  gen- 
tleman. Immediately  on  my  arrival  tbett^  I 
wiuted  on  Doctor  Franklin,  Ur.  Adams,  ud 
Ur.  A.  Lee,  the  CommiBsioners  fhuo  Congrai 
to  the  court  of  France,  as  a  citiien  of  America, 
and  was  received  as  snoh  by  them.  In  Jaanaiy, 
1779, 1  left  Paris  for  London,  whither  I  went 
to  procure  the  means  of  embarking  for  Ame- 
rica, from  the  gentleman  who  had  been  appoint- 
ed my  guardian  by  my  father  when  I  was  fint 
sent  to  Europe  in  1770,  and  Itom  whom  aloM 
I  had  any  hope  of  obtaining  snch  means.  Bat 
in  this  endeavor,  I  waa  disappointed,  and  re- 
muned  some  time  in  England,  with  the  hope  of 
receiving  remittancee  from  Charleston.  Here 
again  my  expectation  was  defeated.  The  rqiid 
depreciation  of  the  continental  money  renderaj 
tbe  negotiation  of  money  transactions  extreme- 
ly difficult,  and  thns  I  remained  till  the  &11  of 
Charleston.  I  took  this  opportunity  of  stndy- 
ing  the  law,  but  could  not  be  called  to  the  bar, 
because  I  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  all^aoce 
to  Great  Britain,  which  is  a  necessary  qnoMca- 
tion.  After  the  snrrender  of  Ofaarleeton,  the 
whole  State  of  South  Carolina  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  it  waa  impossible  at 
that  time  to  retnrn.  No  sooner,  however,  did 
I  acquire  the  means,  and  an  opportunity  oS^rfd, 
than  I  prepared  myself  to  go  back  to  America. 
I  quitted  London  for  that  purpose,  in  October 
or  November,  1788,  not  in  a  vessel  bound  to 
Charleeton,  then  a  British  garrison,  and  winch 
I  certainly  should  have  done,  had  I  considered 
myself  a  British  subject,  and  which  wonld  hare 
bean  most  convenient,  as  there  were  vessels 
constantly  going  from  London  to  CharlesbHii 
but  I  travelled  to  Ostend,  and  there  embarked 
in  B  neutral  vessel  boimd  to  St.  Eitt'a,  trtmi 
whence  it  was  tdj  intention  to  proceed  to  a 
Danish  island,  and  thence  to  some  American 

rirt  in  North  Carolina  or  Georgia,  fh>m  whence 
conid  reach  the  Ameiioan  camp.    Ja  the  be> 
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ft™*!";  of  Jaaaarj,  ITB8, 1  Bailed  from  Ostend, 
bnt  iTH  dotun«d  s  oouiderable  time  hj  contra' 

?r  winds,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
BbnuvT',  waa  Hhipwraoked  on  the  ooast  of  Eng- 
bud,  and  vaa  obliged  to  retoni  to  London  in 
ardtr  to  procnie  anotiier  pwsage-  These  dr- 
emnatances  unaviridabtr  prevented  my  retam 
to  CfaaHeston,  nntal  smne  time  in  November, 
ITW. 

On  my  aniTal  at  Ohaileeton,  I  waa  reoeived 
bj  mr  oovntryiDen  aa  a  dtizen  of  tlie  Btate  of 
Sooth  OuoUna,  and  elected  b7  thdr  free  snf- 
fr^o  ft  nHonber  of  tlie  LeKislatnre  in  November, 
ilBl.  Di  the  Angnat  fiulowing  I  was  choeen, 
It  the  Goremor  mi  Cowunl,  a  member  of  the 
fnrj  Oonndl,  and  tbia  election  iras  confirmed 
by  the  Le^^atore  tJie  October  following.  In 
September,  the  same  year,  I  waa  elected  one  of 
tbe  WaideoB  of  die  Oi^  of  Obaiieaton.  In 
November,  1786, 1  was  again  elected  into  the 
Le^alatore ;  again  in  November,  1788 ;  I  was 
dected  at  uie  same  time  that  I  was  elected  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  United 
SUtea,  the  Beptonber  preceding  having  been 
dnaen  aRrin  a  warden  of  the  dty. 

After  having  stated  tbese  &cts,  be  went  on 
adverting  to  the  Uwa  referred  to  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  which,  he  said,  he  oonoeiTed 
to  be  ^q^icftble  to  the  present  case, 

ia  September,  1779  a  qoestion  wu  diacnned 
In  the  Le^fllatnre  of  Sonut  Carolina,  respeotdng 
the  yonng  men  who  were  sent  abroad  fijr  thdr 
edneatioD,  and  it  was  determined  that  it  waa 
moat  for  the  interest  of  the  Btate,  that  they 
shoold  be  allowed  to  oontinne  in  £nrope  till 
tfaey  ««« tweotj-two  years  of  age :  after  which 
tbe  Uw  provided  they  ihonld  Im  doably  taxed 
if  they  did  not  return.  This  law  might  f^y 
be  BappooBd  to  recogniie  the  citizendiip  of  til 
tbe  young  men  in  a  similar  predicament  with 
HiDBdfl  It  allowed  them  all  to  be  absent  nntil 
they  were  twenty-two  years  of  age ;  bnt  even  after 
that  period  it  lUd  not  deprive  thent  of  the  right 
of  dtiunship;  it  only  snljjected  th«n  to  tbe 
pcnat^  of  a  doable  tax.  This  he  contended 
was  a  sort  of  compact  with  him,  that  if  he 
dtoae  to  be  absent  after  tliat  time,  he  ahonld 
nSer  a  certain  penal^,  which,  in  its  own  na- 
tore,  imi^ed  th^  his  citizenabip  remained ;  bnt 
befise  he  attained  that  age,  Sonth  Oorolina  was 
IB  sndi  ft  ritnation  that  her  best  friends  were 
coaqMUed  to  be  absent,  and  take  reflige  in  dis- 
tant eomitriee.  It  was  not  till  some  time  after 
that  the  fiiends  of  the  American  canae  began 
to  assemble  in  that  StAte;  the  aheentee  law, 
dwrefbre,  never  operated  on  him,  and  he  never 
waa  donbly  taxed. 

In  February,  1789,  die  Legidatore  met  at 
Jackaonbnrg,  and  diacriminatea  between  friend 
and  too,  between  American  and  British  sab- 
Jects,  by  di^wsing  of  the  estates  of  the  latter, 
and  banishing  them ;  Jhirn  an  inspecticra  of  tiie 
law  pMoed  at  that  time,  it  would  be  evident  In 
what  li^t  they  viewed  him.  He  had  landed 
awycrtj  in  the  State,  bnt  was  himsdf  in  Eng- 
land i  yet  they  did  not  attempt  to  oonfisoaU  Ms 


the  absentee  law  was  his  salbgiuird,  he  had 
the  permission  of  the  State  to  be  abroad. 

If  the  LegislBtore  In  1783  recognized  as  olti- 
zena  some  of  those  persons  wboee  estates  were 
confiscated  for  adhering  to  Qreat  Britain,  and 
for  being  disaffected  to  America  a  fortiori,  did 
it  not  recognize  as  a  citizen  one  whose  estate 
was  not  forfeited,  who  had  not  been  deemed 
worthy  of  pnnishment,  and  who  had  been  ab- 
sent nnder  the  suiotion  of  the  law  T 

By  the  constitution  of  South  Carolina  it  ap- 
pears, that  no  person  was  eligible  to  a  seat  la 
the  IiC^slatore  until  he  had  redded  three  years, 
nor  to  a  seat  in  the  Prity  Oonncil  nntil  he  had 
redded  five  years  In  the  Btate.  He,  had  a  seat 
in  both  those  bodiee  before  he  had  redded  two 
years  in  tbe  State  of  South  Oarolina,  and  no 
oljjection  was  ever  made  on  that  score.  He 
conld  not  have  been  qnalified  for  either,  had 
not  the  people  of  Sonth  Carolina  deemed  his 
residence  in  that  Stftte,  such  a  reddence  as 
gained  him  a  qnaliflcation;  or  had  tbcy  not  sup- 
posed the  qnaMcation  required  in  the  constitu- 
tion ^mlied  only  to  new  oomers  and  new  dti- 
zens,  mr  whom  that  residence  was  necessary 
to  wean  them  from  thetr  local  pr^udioes  and 
national  habita,  and  to  attach  them  to  the  oom- 
monwedth.  Had  they  not,  in  short,  snpposed 
him  to  have  beena  dtizen  during  the  revoln- 
tion,  and  attached  to  his  native  Btate  by  every 
tie  which  conld  bind  an  individnd  to  any  coon- 
tiy.     Three  years'  reddence  was  dther  not  re- 

auired  of  him,  or  his  former  reddence  was 
eemed  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitntion. 

An  act  to  confer  the  right  of  citizenship  on 
aliens  was  passed  March  2S,  17S4.  For  the 
purpose  of  posseering  the  snbordinate  rigbfa  of 
dtizenship,  such  as  an  exemption  from  the 
alien  duty,  a  residence  of  one  year,  and  taking 
the  oath  ef  allegiance,  was  snmcient.  To  con- 
fer  a  right  of  voting  at  elections,  a  person  must 
have  been  admitted  a  citizen  two  years  prior 
to  his  voting ;  hut  for  the  higher  privities  of  a 
dtizen,  being  eligible  to  offices  of  tmst,  to  a 
seat  in  the  Le^alature  and  Privy  Oonncil,  the 
alien  must  have  been  nataralized  by  law.  Now, 
in  November,  17M,  he  was  elected  into  the 
LegiBlature,  and  took  his  seat  withont  oljeo- 
tion  in  January,  1785,  and  was  elected  into  the 
Privy  OonndL  October,  1786 ;  all  withont  be- 
ing nataralized  by  law. 

In  October  1785,  when  he  was  elected  to 
the  Oonncil,  his  election  was  opposed,  but  Ibe 
otijection  now  brought  forward  was  not  then 
made ;  and  the  memorieltst  himself  who  was  ft 
member  of  the  L^slatnre^  voted  in  favor  of 
the  choice;  though,  unquestionably,  nnlesahe 
was  considered  by  the  Legislature  as  a  citizen 
befbr«  be  returned  to  Charleston,  nothing  had 
afterwards  occurred  to  make  him  so,  and  the 
alien  act  of  1784  podtively  required  a  natural- 
ization by  act  of  Aasembly  to  give  him  «  quali- 
fication. 

The  constitntion  of  South  Carolina  is  dient 
as  to  dtizenship,  bnt  allowed  any  penon  to 
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vote  M  «leotioiu  who  iuA  remded  k  year  in  the 
State,  and  paid  a  oertun  tax ;  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Awemblj  he  moat  have  resided  three, 
and  to  be  aPrivjOonnoiUorflTe  jeanpreviooB 
to  hie  election,  bnt  nothing  waa  eaid  abont 
dtueoship.  The  aot  of  1764,  however,  ez- 
pressij  defined  who  should  and  who  shonld  not 
be  deemed  oitiz^u;  and,  oonseqaently,  all  per- 
sona who  did  not  beoome  dtiiena  must  h&ve 
been  held  to  be  aliena,  and  mwMderad  so,  till 
they  had  conformed  to  the  alien  act  of  1784. 
Now  as  he  was  admitted  to  ofBoes  of  tnist,  to 
which  aliens  were  not  admiaoible,  and  as  he  was 
admitted  to  them  without  hftviog  the  rights  of 
dtiienahip  oonferred  npon  him,  in  pimnanoe 
of  that  act,  it  followed  dearly,  that  the  people 
of  South  Carolina  and  (he  LegtaUtore  acknow- 
ledged him  to  be  a  citizen  b/  virtne  of  the  re- 
Tolution. 

He  went  <h>  to  observe,  that,  from  the  doo- 
trioe  laid  down  by  tbe  memorialist,  it  was  dif- 
fionlt  to  aaoertain  when  he  did  become  a  dtizen 
of  Bonth  Carolina.  When  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1784,  he  did  no  act  which  made  him 
a  citizen,  the  bare  &at  of  taking  an  oath  of 
qnalificotiou  to  an  ofBoe  could  not  convert  an 
uiea  to  a  citizen.  The  oonatitntios  seMned  to 
imply  a  mere  residence  of  a  year,  by  giviDg  a 
rignt  to  vote,  gave  a  right  of  dtiz^iahip ;  if  uiat 
were  the  ease,  and  if  ma  residence  prior  to  the 
revolution  was  oonddered  snob  a  residence  as 
the  oonatitation  required,  then  he  was  a  citizen, 
by  virtne  of  the  conatitntion,  after  having  re- 
dded a  year  in  Carolioa.  Now,  it  was  dear, 
his  residence  prior  to  the  war  was  deemed  saoh 
a  reddence  aa  the  oonstitotion  required ;  beoanse 
he  was  admitted  to  vote  and  admitted  to  a  seat 
in  the  Legialature  and  Conncil  by  right  of  snoh 
reddence,  not  having  had  the  requisite  reai- 
denoe  since  the  war,  and  yet  being  deemed 
qnalifled.  If;  therefore,  that  part  of  the  oon- 
aatntion  which  gave  a  ri^t  of  voting,  in  oon- 
seqnenoe  of  a  year's  reddenoe  and  paying  a 
certain  tax,  virtnally  oonferred  dtizeodiip,  by 
giving  a  right  to  vote,  (and  it  appeared  acmnrd 
that  a  right  to  vote  shwUd  be  pven  to  persons 
not  dtizens,)  and  ii^  dao,  his  residence,  prior  ' 
the  revolation,  was  deemed  a  snfBcient  re 
denoe,  then  he  waa  a  citizen  by  virtue  of  the 
oonatituUon. 

The  points  that  seemed  modi  to  be  relied 
npon  by  the  memoridiat  were: 

IsL  That  residence  was  aotoaUy  neoeaaary 
to  confer  dtizenahip,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
a  person  coold  not  become  a  dtizen  of  a  oonn- 
try,  till  he  baa  redded  in  it. 

fid.  That  a  person  coold  not  become  a  dUsKi 
till  he  waa  of  age  to  choose  hia  country. 

In  answer  to  the  first,  he  denied  that  lesl- 
denoe  In  the  oonntry  was  abaolntelj  neoeaeaiy. 
Was  it  to  be  anppoaed,  he  asked,  that  when  a 
man  sent  his  son  into  another  country  for  hia 
edncation  and  improvement,  the  son  was  there- 
by to  lose  any  political  benefits  which  might, 
daring  Hooh  temporary  sbeenoe,  accrue  to  his 
oonntry!     If  his  &ther  had  lived  a  few  years 


longer,  wonld  there  have  arisen  any  q 
on  this  Ba)))eot  t  Would  he  not,  thm^  abamt, 
have  aoqnved,  aooordlng  to  the  potittoner'a  own 
podtions,  a  n^t  t>f  dtiianahipt  And  sbould 
bis  death,  at  anoh  an  early  period,  not  be  deem- 
'  snffidentmi^brtnnefbr  him,  withomt  udng 
aa  a  pretoioe  far  making  him  an  alienl 
Those  who  r^pMMnted  Um  in  Oandina  aa  hi* 
guardians,  who  were  in  low  par«i^i$,  were  rea- 
identfl  in  Cbrdina  at  the  dcolaralaon  of  iode- 

Uis  proper^  waa  in  Oandina,  his  mciiM7  is 

e  traasnry,  andnting  to  oany  oa  the  war.  The 
declaration  of  indepeudenoe  affected  him  as 
much,  thoogh  at  Geneva,  asitdidthoae  inOaro- 
lina;  his  happiueea,  that  of  hia  dearest  ooonce- 
tions,  his  property,  weredeeply  interested  In  it: 
hia  fate  was  so  closdy  connected  with  that  of 
Oarolba,  that  any  revolution  in  OanilEna  was  a 
revolution  to  him.  Though  a  minor,  asaooD  ai 
he  heard  of  the  independence  of  America,  he 
oonddered  himaelf  an  American  dtinn. 

If  a  person  could  not  beeome  a  dtiuD  <tf  a 
country  without  residing  in  it,  what  iboold  be 
add  of  those  geutlenien  who  had  bam  in  Eti- 
doring  l£e  war,  and  were  now  in  hi^ 
(  m  Amerioal  Several  of  them  went  to 
Europe  before  the  war,  were  there  at  the  dee- 
laratioa  of  indepwdence,  and  did  not  retn^ 
to  America  till  afler  the  war,  or  abont  the  dose 
of  it.  When  did  thdr  ddzenahip  oonuncsMet 
According  to  the  petitioiier,  thW  oonld  not 
become  citizena  ot  America  tmtU  Otey  rebtmed 
to  America,  and  took  an  oath  of  alle^anee  to 
the  Btetes;  bnt  Ocnsreas  etnployed  them  in 
offices  of  great  OMifioenoe,  befbre  IJiey  had 
returned  to  America,  or  taken  snob  oath.  Oon- 
greas,  therefore,  oonddered  them  dtizens,  by 
virtue  of  the  revolution. 

It  had  been  and,  that  Oandina  had  called  oa 
her  yoons  moi  to  come  to  her  aaddaooe.  Ttds 
waa  not  the  true  rtate  of  the  owe.  Oartdina 
thought  that  her  young  wtD  who  were  abroad 
for  their  edooation,  shonld  not  be  taken  flrom 
their  studiee  till  they  were  twen^-two  yean  of 
age,  and  donbly  taxed  them  after  that.  His 
guardian  wrote  to  him  that  he  had  permiadon 
of  the  Legislature  to  be  absent  till  bs  was  tweo- 
ty-two,  «id  that  lie  should  be  donbly  tand 
^ter  that  age. 

It  has  bem  also  add,  that  Carolina  tendered 
an  oath,  to  diaoover  who  were  friends,  and 
who  were  enemiea.  In  Uaroh,  1778,  the  Le- 
giaUtnre  of  Sonth  Oarolina  pMsed  an  act  to 
oblige  every  free  male  inhabitant  ot  that  Statci 
above  dxteen  yean  of  age,  to  t^  an  oath  of 
aUegianoe  to  the  State.  As  there  were  noto- 
rionsly  many  persona  then  in  the  State  who 
were  iniminal  to  its  llbertlea,  nich  a  d«p  wm 
necessary  to  give  a  reastmahle  cause  fbr  ob- 
liging them  to  quit  the  oonntry.  With  that 
view,  the  oath  waa  generally  tendered  only  to 
those  who  were  suspected  or  known  not  to  be 
friendly  to  the  cause.  He  had  been  Infimned 
by  several  persona,  who  were  zedona  partisan^' 
and  then  m  Oarolina,  that  th^  had  tiever 
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tiken  anj  oath  ot  alleglaiice,  and  that  it  hod 
■ot  been  reqnired  of  them  on  thU  occaiiioD. 

Tbe  Mt  directed,  that  those  who  did  not 
tike  it,  ahoold  qtiit  the  Stftte ;  and,  if  the^  re- 
turned, should  be  dealt  with  as  trejtora,  and 
nffir  d««th.  Let  hb  ezamiQe  whether  this  aot 
eu,  io  anj  reapect,  apply  to  the  present  qnes- 
tko.  lit.  It  particnlarlr  mentioned  "inhabi- 
tu»  of  the  State  of  Soath  Carolina."  It  could 
not  therefore,  applj  to  persons  who  were 
tinad.  Sdlf.  It  direct«d  that  the  oath  should 
te  takan  before  a  justice  of  peace  in  Carolina ; 
ttoi  conld  not,  therefbra  extend  to  a  person 
tlM  at  Geneva.  Sdlj.  It  whh  directed  ta  be 
tibn  in  one  month  after  the  pasning  of  the 
te(;  aod  it  was  not  poaeible  that  T  ahonld  hear 
tfthe  enstence  of  snob  an  act  in  less  than  three 
umitlia.  4thlT.  It  was  directed,  that  if  the 
powma  refbsed  to  take  it,  thej  ahonld  qait  the 
State;  bat  I  was  alieadr  ont  of  it  Cthlj. 
"naee  wbo  reflued  to  take  it,  were  preTented 
from  acquiring  or  conveying  property,  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ezeroismg  any  profession- 
Bat  OD  my  retnm  to  Carolina,  T  took  peaceable 
pcMeMon  of  my  estate,  jiart  of  which  consisted 
ef  lands  and  honsee,  which  had  been  mine  glnce 
be  year  1T70 ;  and  I  was  imme^ately  admitted 
latbe  exerdse  of  the  profeesion  for  which  I 
«H  educated.  Sthly.  The  act  directed,  that 
if  uy  peraoD  retamed  to  Carolina,  after  having 
rcAiaed  to  take  tbe  oath,  he  shoold  be  pnt  to 
death  as  a  traitor;  and,  yet,  on  my  retnm, 
never  having  taken  the  o^li,  I  was  elected  a 
membv  of  the  Leffialatnre,  and  a  Privy  Conn- 
dSor ;  and,  instead  of  being  deemed  a  oriminal 
mneb^  I  acted  as  Attorney  Qeneral  to  pnnish 
oUben ;  and  yet  tbe  petitioner,  in  <me  of  us  latA 
pablicatioBS,  lays  great  stress  on  the  applicabili- 
^  of  this  act 

Idly.  There  could  be  no  donbt  that  a  minor 
mi^t  be  a  dtixen,  &om  the  veT7  words  of  the 
ratrtitiition,  whidi  admitted  a  person  to  be  a 
■ember  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  at 
tvoily-five,  and  yet  required  a  citizenship  of 
Hven  years.  This  was  of  itself  a  sufficient 
nftitslion  of  ever;  thing  contained  in  the  peti- 
tkn  on  this  head.  The  oonstitation  acknow- 
Uged  that  a  person  might  be  a  citizen  at  eigh- 
lea ;  if  so,  tbere  was  no  reason  why  a  person 
aMit  not  be  one  at  msteen  or  fourteen, 

Mr.  Ijkm.  swd,  the  oommittee  had  now  to  de- 
termne^  whether  Mr.  Smite  was  a  citisen  of 
Boa&  Can^na  during  his  absence  from  home, 
or  not  If  the  laws  of  that  State  rect^iized 
Kb  si  Bach,  the  qaestion  was  determine,  be- 
nase  this  House  coold  not  dispnte  a  fkct  of 
ttat  kind.  From  the  reference  that  has  been 
■ade  to  the  constitntion  and  laws  of  South 
Canrfina,  and  the  circnmstanoee  which  took 
ylte»  nnder  them,  with  respect  to  Ur.  Skith, 
i  was  convincing  that  he  was  acknowledged 
Awe  to  be  a  dtlzeu  in  conseqnenoe  of  the  le- 
TolMko. 

lb.  Madboit. — I  Hiink  tbe  meritof  the  qnes- 
tton  ia  DOW  to  be  deoded,  whether  the  gentle- 
Bu  is  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  Honse  or  not; 


but  it  will  depend  on  the  decision  of  a  previous 
qnestion,  whether  he  has  been  seven  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  or  not. 

From  an  attention  to  the  fbcta  which  have 
been  adduced,  and  from  a  consideration  of  the 
principles  established  by  the  revolution,  the 

iclnaiou  I  have  drawn  is,  that  Mr.  Skith  was, 

the  declaration  of  independence,  a  citizen  of 

the  United  States ;  and  nnleea  it  appears  that  he 
has  forfeited  his  right,  by  some  neglect  or  overt 
act,  he  had  continued  a  citizen  until  the  day  of 
his  election  to  a  seat  in  this  Houee.  I  take  It  to 
be  a  clear  point,  that  we  are  to  be  guided,  in 
decision,  by  the  laws  and  constitutioa  of 
±  Carolina,  so  &r  as  they  can  gnide  ns; 
and  where  the  laws  do  not  expressly  gnide  xu, 

.  must  be  guided  by  principles  of  a  general 
nature,  so  far  as  they  are  appucable  to  the  pres- 
ent case. 

were  to  be  wished,  that  we  had  some  law 
eddnced,  more  preclael;  defining  the  qnaUtiee 
of  a  citizen  or  an  alien ;  particular  laws  of  tliis 
kind  have  obtained  in  some  of  the  States ;  if 
such  a  law  existed  in  Soath  Carolina,  it  mi^t 
have  prevented  this  question  from  ever  commg 
before  us ;  but  ^oe  Qiis  has  not  been  the  case, 
let  us  settle  some  general  principle  before  we 
proceed  to  the  presmnptive  proof  arising  from 
public  measures  nnder  the  law,  whioh  t«nd  to 
give  support  to  the  tnfbrenoe  drawn,  from  sueh 
principles. 

It  is  an  established  maxim,  that  birth  is  a 
criterion  of  allegiance.  BaOt,  however,  derivM 
its  force  eometimea  frvm  plaoej  and  sometimes 
from  parentage;  but,  in  general,  place  is  the 
most  owlain  criterion;  it  is  what  aOTliee  in. 
the  United  States;  it  will,  theretijre,  be  nnno- 
cesaary  to  investigate  any  other.  Mr.  Smith 
founds  his  claim  npoa  lus  birthright;  hia  an- 
cestors were  among  the  first  setuera  of  ibat 
colony. 

It  is  well  known  to  many  gentlemen  aa  this 
floor,  ss  well  as  to  the  pnblic,  that  the  petition- 
er is  a  man  of  talents,  one  who  would  not  light- 
ly hazard  bis  reputation  in  snpport  of  visionary 
principles :  yet  1  cannot  bat  think  he  has  erred 
in  one  of  the  principles  upon  whioh  be  grounds 
his  charge.  He  supposes,  when  this  country 
soparated  from  Great  Britain,  the  tie  of  all^^oe 
subsisted  between  the  inhabitants  of  America 
and  the  king  of  that  nation,  unless,  by  some 
adventitious  circumstance,  the  allegiance  was 
transferred  to  one  of  the  United  States.  I  think 
there  is  a  distluctioa  which  will  invalidate  his 
doctrine  in  this  particular,  a  distinction  between 
that  primary  allegiance  which  we  owe  to  that 
particnlar  society  of  which  we  are  members, 
and  the  secondwy  allegiance  we  owe  to  the 
sovereign  established  by  that  society.  This  dis- 
tinction will  be  illnstrated  by  the  doetdne  ea- 
tablifihed  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  which 
were  the  laws  of  this  conntry  before  the  revo- 
lution. The  sovereign  cazinot  make  a  citizen  by 
any  act  of  hie  own;  be  can  confer  denizenship; 
but  this  does  not  make  a  man  either  a  citizeo  (v 
subject    In  order  to  make  a  dtiiea  at  aat^aek, 
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It  is  wtabliBbed,  that  alle^aac«  Bhall  first  be  doe 
to  the  whole  nation;  It  is  naoeBSOTT'  that  a  na- 
tional act  Bhoold  paae  to  adroit  an.  indiTidoal 
member.  In  order  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Britiah  Empire,  where  birth  has  not  endowed 
the  person  with  that  prifilege,  he  most  be  oat- 
nrahzed  by  an  act  of  Parliament. 

What  was  the  sitaation  of  the  people  of 
Americfi,  when  the  dissolntion  of  their  alle- 
giaooe  took  place  by  the  declaration  of  iodepen- 
deoce!  I  conceive  titat  ever?  person  who  owed 
ttiis  primary  allegiance  to  the  particular  ooro- 
monitj  in  which  he  was  bom,  i«tained  hia  right 
of  birth,  as  a  member  c^  a  new  commonity; 
that  he  waa  oonaaqnently  abaolved  from  tbe 
eeoMidarj  allegiance  be  had  owed  to  the  Britiah 
BOrerfflgn.  If  he  were  not  a  minor,  he  became 
boond,  by  bis  own  act,  as  a  member  of  the  soci- 
ety who  separated  with  him  fh>m  a  mbnuBsioa 
to  a  foreign  country.  If  he  were  a  minor,  hia 
consent  was  inrolved  in  tbe  deciuon  of  that  so- 
ciety to  which  he  belonged  by  tbe  ties  of  natnre. 
What  was  the  allegiance,  as  a  citizen  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  he  owed  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain? 
He  owed  his  allegiance  to  him  aa  a  king  of  that 
society  to  which,  sa  a  society,  he  owed  his  pri- 
mary allegiance.  When  that  society  separ^ed 
from  Great  Britain,  he  was  bonnd  by  that  etit, 
and  his  alliance  transferred  to  that  society, 
the  sovereign  which  that  society  ahonld  set  n,  , 
becaose  it  was  through  his  membership  of  the 
society  of  Soath  Carolina  tbat  he  owed  aUi 
glance  to  Crreat  Britain. 

This  reasoning  will  hold  good,  unless  it  ia 
supposed  that  the  separation  which  took  place 
between  these  States  and  Great  Bri^in,  not 
only  dtsBolved  tbe  nnion  between  those  conn- 
tries,  bat  dissolved  tJie  nuion  among  the  citizens 
themselves:  that  the  original  compact,  which 
made  them  altogether  one  society,  being  dis- 
solved, they  conld  not  fall  into  pieces,  each  part 
making  an  independent  society ;  but  mnst  indi- 
Tidnally  revert  mto  a  state  of  nature ;  bnt  I  do 
not  conceive  that  this  waa,  of  necessity,  to  be 
the  case ;  I  believe  ench  a  revolution  did  not 
absolntely  take  place.  Bnt  in  supposing  that 
tikis  was  the  case,  lies  the  error  of  the  memori- 
alist. I  conceive  the  colonies  remained  aa  a  po- 
litical society,  detached  from  their  former  con- 
nection with  another  society,  without  dissolving 
into  a  stato  of  nature ;  bnt  enable  of  snt>3titut- 
ing  a  new  form  of  government  in  the  place  of 
the  old  one,  which  tiiey  had,  for  special  consid' 
orations,  abolished.  Suppose  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  should  think  proper  to  revise  her  con- 
stitution, abolish  tbat  which  now  exists,  and 
establish  another  form  of  government :  surely 
this  would  not  dissolve  the  social  compact.  It 
would  not  throw  them  back  into  a  state  of  na- 
ture. It  would  not  dissolve  the  onion  between 
the  individual  members  of  that  society.  It 
would  leave  them  in  perfect  society,  changing 
only  the  mode  of  action,  which  they  are  always 
St  liberty  to  arrange.  Mr.  Surrn  being  theiL  at 
the  declaration  of  independence,  a  minor,  but 
being  a  member  of  tliat  particular  aodety,  he  | 
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became,  in  my  opinion,  bonnd  by  the  dedsion 
of  the  society,  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
independence  and  change  of  Government ;  tmd 
if  afterwards  he  had  taken  part  with  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  he  would  have  been  guilty 
of  treason  against  that  Government  to  which  he 
owed  allegiance,  and  would  have  been  liable  to 
be  prosecuted  as  a  traitor. 

So  far  aa  we  can  judge  by  the  lawa  of  Caro- 
lina, and  the  practice  and  decisi<Hi  of  that  State, 
the  principles  I  have  adduced  are  supported; 
and  I  must  own,  that  I  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
decide,  that  Mr.  Smith  was  a  citizen  at  the  dec- 
laration of  independence,  a  dtixen  at  the  tune 
of  his  election,  and,  consequently,  entitied  to  a 
■eat  in  this  Le^alatnre. 

Mr.  J^CKBON. — I  difibr  widely  from  the  goi- 
Ueman  trom  Virginia  (Mr.  Madison)  on  the 
subject  of  allegiance  and  the  social  compact, 
and  hold  the  prihoiplee  advanced  by  him  ex- 
ceedingly dangerous  to  many  of  the  States,  and 
in  particular  to  the  one  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent. The  situation  of  America,  at  the  time 
of  the  revolution,  was  not  properly  to  be  coto- 
pared  to  a  people  alt«ring  thur  mode  or  fons  of 
government.  Nor  were  there  two  aUe^onoea 
dne,  one  to  the  community  here,  another  to  that 
of  Great  Britain.  We  were  ^  on  a  footing; 
and  I  contend  the  principle  is  ri^t,  in  some 
degree,  of  a  total  reversion  to  a  state  of  nature 
amongst  individuala,  and  to  a  mere  parental  or 
potri^xibal  authority,  where  the  heads  hod 
families  dependent  on  them;  the  former,  or 
individnal  pursued  that  line  which  appeared 
right  in  his  own  eyes,  and  the  cause  which  he 
thought  joBt;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  the  chil- 
dren followed  the  will  of  the  father,  who  <^oee 
for  them,  as  the  person  who  brought  them  iAto 
life,  and  whose  fortimee  they  were  to  inherit. 
I  conceive  the  whole  allegiance  or  compact  to 
have  been  dissolved.  Many  of  the  States  were 
a  considerable  period  without  eetabliahing  con- 
stitutions or  forms  of  government,  anddnring 
that  period  we  were  in  a  littie  better  etata  than 
that  of  nature ;  and  then  it  was  that  erery  man 
made  his  election  for  an  original  compact,  or 
tie,  which,  by  his  own  act,  or  that  of  hiis  &ther 
for  him,  he  became  bound  to  submit  to.  And 
what,  sir,  woold  otherwise  be  the  re«ilt!  AjiA 
if  the  gentieman's  doctrines  of  birth  were  to  be 
supported,  those  minors,  who,  with  British  bay- 
onets, have  plundered  and  ravaged,  nay,  croelly 
bntcberod  tneir  more  virtuous  neighbors— the 
of  the  most  inveterate  traitors,  whoee 
s  deservedly  sonnded  in  every  bill  of  con- 
fiscation ;  and  tiie  minors,  sons  of  those  -who 
sheltered  themselves  under  the  shade  of  the 
Britiah  King,  and  supported  bis  armies,  if  not 
with  arms,  with  the  resources  of  war,  nntil  the 
hour  of  danger  was  ovei^-those,  I  say,  after  the 
blood  of  thousands  has  been  spilt  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  government,  can  now  come 
forward  and  sneer  at  the  foolish  patriots  who 
endured  ev6i7  hardship  of  a  seven  years'  ^rar, 
to  secure  to  them  the  freedom  and  property 
the;  hod  no  hood  in  defending.  SiT,did  wefight 
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to  this  t  Wbb  it  for  this  the  soldier  watched 
hit  nnnmons  ni^ts,  and  braved  the  indemeniT' 
of  the  BeasonBt  Will  he  sabmit,  afler  having 
giiiMd  his  fdiat,  ttt  the  espeoM  of  property  and 
theloeetrfcraiBtitatioii,  tonave  those  sentimeDta 
eeul^Ebedl  If  he  will,  he  haa  fooght  to  little 
poipoM  indeed. 

St,  I  again  contend,  that  whea  the  revoln- 
tkn  OHoe  on  we  were  all  alike  with  respect  to 
aDegiBDeea,  and  all  under  the  rame  social  tie. 
An  Ej^whman  bom  did  not  conceive  himself 
iDon  liable  to  be  oondemned  for  treason  than 
ID  American,  had  the  enemy  sacoeeded ;  nor 
voald  there  have  been  any  di«tinotion  in  the 
kirs  on  ooDiiDK  to  a  triaL  Bat,  air,  how  should 
&ia  primary  aUegiance  be  known  to  belong  to 
flie  lees,  or  American  commiinitf,  where  the 
majority  did  not  prevuL  In  Oeor^  the  ma- 
jority were  opptned  to  American  measnree; 
agreeably  to  the  gentleman's  reasoning,  the 
minors  must  have  been  all  on  the  Britiah  aide ; 
■ud  yet  many  of  them,  on  arriving  to  years  of 
discretkai,  behaved  well  and  valiantly  with  ns. 
To  cofToborato  tMi,  sir,  I  will  renaark,  tbat,  ibr 
a  considerable  period,  we  had  no  general  or 
federal  government,  or  fbrm  of  constitution,  and 
yet  were  in  arms.  I  wonld  ask  what  state  we 
were  in  then  ?  Neighbor  was  against  neighbor, 
■nd  brother  ag^nst  brother.  Bnt,  «r,  the  ^n- 
tleman  aaya  the  hardened  minor  will  not  return. 
Sir,  experience  has  proved  the  contrary.  The 
Kddle  and  Eastern  States,  except  Pennsylvania, 
Kew  Jersey,  and  New  Tork,  never  had  the  en- 
emy long  wiUi  them ;  there  was  not  the  same 
trial  of  men,  and  they  knew  not  the  nndacityof 
tboee  villains.  AAer  having  received  their 
eqniTalent  for,  In  many  eaaea,  feigned  lossea, 
mm  the  Britufa  crown,  they  are  daily  return- 
ing and  pushing  into  office.  It  is  necessary  we 
dioald  gnard  against  them.  Britain,  although 
hmniliated,  yet  baa  a  loo^ng  eye  upon  this 
eoDDtry ;  stie  has  yet  posts  in  it  Although  it  is 
improbahle  that  ho  many  of  these  people  will 
gn  into  Congress  as  to  form  a  corrupt  m^ority, 
yet  they  have  ambition  and  resentment  enoagh 
to  attempt  iL  At  this  moment,  air,  in  Georgia, 
sc  srane  of  the  most  daring,  briu^g  ^ect- 
■ests  for  estates  which  their  &thers  had  deserv- 
adiy  Ibrfeited,  althoosh  themselves  had  im- 
IdMd  their  hands  in  the  blood  <^  their  Mow- 
Now,  to  the  present  case ;  Highly  as  I  regard 
die  gentleman  (Mr.  Smra)  as  a  valuable  mem- 
btf,  and  esteem  his  abilities,  I  can  only  form 
my  opinion  on  the  leave  given  liim  by  the  State 
to  be  absent.  If  that  principle  is  introdnced 
into  the  resolution,  I  will  vote  in  favor  of  Hr. 
Bmn's  eligibility;  but  if  not,  I  most  docline 

Which  he  sooordlngly  did  when  tlie  qneation 
waapm. 

Mr.  TrcKXB  hoped  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
would  be  taken  on  this  question,  not  because  be 
had  any  doubt  in  his  own  mind  of  Mr.  Sioth's 
right  to  a  seat,  but  because  be  had  been  soli- 


cited by  Dr.  Ramsay  to  have  the  yeas  and  nays 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  as  follows : 

Teas. — Hewra.  Baldwin,  B«awiD,  Boudinot,  Cad- 
walader,  Carroll,  Clymer,  Cole«,  Contoe,  Filirimons, 
Floyd,  Gilmsn,  Goodlne,  Heirtor,  Hnntingtoii,  Law- 
MDce,  Lee,  Lemard,  Livermo™,  M»di>oti,  Home, 
Mnhlenlwrg,  Page,  Vbd  Renmelser,  S«DBy,  Schnre- 
mut,  Srott,  Sianicknn,  Smith,  (of  HHT7lKDd,)~Stni- 
gia,  Sylvester,  Tb^tchra',  Trumbiill,  Toeker,  yinW, 
White,  mad  Wynfcoop. 

Jouathsn  Groat  voted  in  ihn  nagatifeh 

Acyoumed  nntil  Monday. 

TiTUBSDAT,  May  28. 
Weitm-n  Landt. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boott,  mnt 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Strte  of 
the  Union,  for  the  pnrpose  of  oonndering  oer- 
t^  resolntions  he  had  prepared  respecting  the 
disposal  of  the  land  in  the  Western  Territoiy. 
Mr.  Tbhubitu,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Scott  preaomed  there  was  Utile  need  of 
argnment  to  prove  to  the  Committee  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  speedy  measures  with  respect  to 
the  unsettled  lands  in  the  Western  Territory. 
The  dissolution  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  and 
the  death  of  the  lata  Geogrtq)her  of  the  United 
States,  are  adventitious  circnmstancee,  which 
tend  to  increase  the  necessity.  Gentlemen  are 
acquMnted  with  the  number  of  sales  which  have 
been  made  to  some  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  they  consequently  know  that  the  Uoited 
States  are  under  an  obligation  to  complete  the 
surveys  of  those  lands  which  they  have  made 
sale  of  They  know,  also,  that  until  this  is  done, 
they  cannot  receive  a  farthing  of  the  millions 
of  dollars  due  on  those  contracts ;  they  will  not 
only  be  unable  to  receive  the  principal,  but  will 
be  paying  interest  for  the  same.  Besides  this, 
there  are  other  considerations  for  nutting  the 
hunness  on  a  new  footing.  The  moae  hitherto 
pursued  of  selling  lands  has  been  vei^-  eipensive 
to  the  United  States.  Perhaps,  on  inquiry,  we 
shall  find,  that  the  specie  it  has  cost  us  in  get- 
ting the  land  surveyed  and  sales  completed, 
would  have  purchased  as  many  certificates  as 
we  get  for  the  sale  of  the  land.  The  jpnds  are 
also  proposed  to  be  sold  in  too  great  quantities 
It  is  very  difficult  to  form  a  company  for  the 
purchase  of  a  million  acres.  It  ought  to  be  sdd 
in  small  quantities,  to  make  the  sides  more  cer- 
ttun  and  numerous ;  and,  consequently,  increase 
the  public  income.  On  this  principle,  it  will  be 
well  to  open  a  land  office,  and  grant  Uie  soil  in 
such  qnantities  as  may  suit  the  applications.  B7 
this  means  more  may  be  eM>ected  for  thepnr- 
chase,  than  when  it  is  stmck  o^  at  a  wholesale 
price,  hr  the  million  acres ;  and  in  this  way  the 
land  office  will  be  conducted  wiUiout  expense, 
which  will  be  fixed  on  the  purchaser,  so  that 
the  whole  money  the  lands  may  bringwill  come 
into  the  treasury  without  deduction. 

There  are  other  oouddentiona  why  a  land 
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office  ahould  be  opened  for  the  ule  of  Hat  ter- 
ritor;  in  the  wa?  just  mantJoned.  There  are, 
*at  this  moment,  agreat  nnmber  of  people  on  the 
groand,  who  are  willing  to  aoqnire  b?  parchaae 
a  right  to  the  Hoil  the;' are  seated  apon.  Allored 
b^  its  fertjlitj,  the  agrecablenesa  of  the  climate, 
and  the  prospeot  of  fbtnre  ease  to  themaelvefl 
and  ftmiliM,  thej  would  not  seek  a  change. 
Eentnckf,  already  fbll,  at  least  there  are  no 
more  valnahle  lands  to  be  got  therewith  a  clew 
tiUe,  can  receive  no  mora  emigrants.  Thej, 
tlierefore,  tnm  their  wiabiiil  e; ee  apon  the  lands 
of  the  TTnion.  The;  hope  to  get  them  of  Con- 
gress  apon  as  good  terms  aa  the;  can  procure 
them  at  the  speonlators.  What  will  these  men 
think,  who  have  placed  themselvee  on  a  vacant 
spot,  anxiooalj  waiting  its  diaporiUon  "bj  the 
Government,  to  find  their  pre-emption  right  en- 
^oeeed  by  the  purchaser  of  a  million  otaareB  1 
Will  thef  expose  themeelvee  to  he  prejed  opon 
by  these  men  1  Thej  might  sabmit  to  this,  ont 
they  have  other  offers, 

"liiere  are  seven  thoosand  sonis  waiting  for 
lands ;  they  will  have  them  here  or  elsewhere ; 
bat  uiere  is  some  danger,  if  they  cannot  be 
Booommodated  within  the  bonndariee  of  Qie 
United  States,  they  will  do  one  of  two  things: 
either  move  mto  the  Spanish  territory,  where 
they  are  not  altogether  nninvited,  and  become 
an  aocesdon  of  power  to  a  foreign  nadon,  form- 
ing to  OS  a  dangerous  frontier ;  or  they  will  take 
this  coorae,  move  on  the  Uniteid  States  territory, 
and  take  possession  withont  your  leave.  What 
then  will  DO  the  case  t  They  will  not  pay  yon 
money.  Will  you  then  raise  a  force  to  drive 
them  off)  That  has  been  tried:  troops  were 
raised,  and  sent  nnder  General  Harmer,  to  effect 
that  porpose.  They  burnt  the  cabins,  broke 
down  the  fences,  and  tore  np  the  potato  patches ; 
bnt  three  hours  after  the  troops  were  gone, 
these  people  returned  again,  repaired  the  dam- 
age, and  are  now  settled  upon  the  lands  in  open 
de^nce  of  the  authority  of  the  Union.  But, 
nevertheless,  they  are  willing  to  pay  an  equita- 
ble prloe  for  those  lands ;  and  if  ihej  may  be 
indulged  with  a  pre-emption  to  the  pnrobsse,  no 
men  will  be  better  Mends  to  the  Government 
They  went  on  the  gronnd  with  an  intention  of 
purchasing,  and  are  kept  there  by  a  hope  that 
the  QoTAmnent  will  see  \heir  interest,  and  dis- 
pose of  the  land  upon  reasonable  terms.  Bnt  if 
yon  do  not  listen  to  their  request,  if  yon  neglect 
or  demise  their  ofibra,  and  they  prove  too  weak 
to  redst  the  omnipotent  arm  of  GoveromoDt, 
they  will  have  recourse  to  a  neighboring  Power 
for  protection.  Hopes  of  that  protection  are 
now  held  out  to  them;  it  la  my  duty  to  in- 
form you  of  the  ftot  They  will  be  led  to 
think  their  interest  is  separate  from  yours  on 
fhe  Atlantic  shores.  It  inll  take  prudent  man- 
agemeot  ba  prevent  the  &tal  effects  of  a  com- 
motion in  that  country.  One  of  the  most  nn- 
happy  things  we  could  do,  would  be  to  refuse 
edling  those  laoda  in  leas  quantities  than  by  the 
niilUcai  of  acres :  it  would  certiunly  be  a  cause 
of  disgoflt^  if  not  of  separation.    If  the  object 


was  to  prevent  the  settlement  of  the  country,  it 
would  oe  another  thing ;  but  that  cannot  be 
aooomplished,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  foroe 
on  earth  to  prevuit  the  iucrease  of  the  pc^nl^- 
tion  now  begun ;  it  is  therefore  much  better  that 
we  should  incline  them  to  friendship,  than  olilige 
them  to  become  our  enemies.  The  emigrants 
who  reach  the  Western  country  will  not  Stop 
until  they  find  a  place  where  they  can  secnrely 
seat  themselves.  Your  lands  first  offer;  their 
fertility  and  agreeablenees  will  tempt  them  to 
pitch  there ;  but  to  secure  them,  they  must  have 
a  well-grounded  hope  that  the  lands  they  onlti- 
vate  may  become  their  own.  To  enoonrage 
this,  you  must  open  that  territory  to  them,  and 
let  mem  have  lands  for  pay.  You  most  go 
ftirtber,  yoa  mnst  open  the  land  oSoe  in  that 
country,  because  it  will  be  impoadble  for  the 
indigent  persons  to  travel  fbr  an  offioe-ri^tt. 
You  can  tlien  establish  a  government  among 
them,  and  derive  advantages  from  them  which 
are  now  totally  lost.  They  wish  for  your  gov- 
ernment and  laws,  and  will  be  gratified  with  the 
indulgence;  but  uey  wish  also  to  acquire  pro- 
perty under  them ;  they  wish  for  your  land% 
and  what  good  reason  can  be  offered  to  warrant 
a  denial!  If  they  cannot  ^t  your  land,  they 
must  go  fiirther,  and  obtam  it  of  foreigners, 
who  are  de^rons  of  having  them  at  any  rate, 
who  will  give  them  lands  without  pay. 

These  observations  are  suffident,  no  doubt, 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  doing  something  with 
respect  to  the  Western  territory,  and  some- 
thing different  from  what  has  hitherto  l>een 
done.  In  order  that  the  Oommittee  may  have 
a  Aill  view  of  my  ideas,  I  will  read  the  plan  I 
have  in  my  hand,  iqwn  which  a  law  may  be 
founded. 

He  here  read  a  previous  resolution,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  plan,  which  was  to  this  effect : 

Baohtd,  That  it  ii  the  opinion  of  thii  oommittM, 
that  an  act  of  Congiesi  ought  to  pui  for  eiUb- 
■ud  ragalatiE^  a  laod-dfBco,  for  flie  gale  vt 
and  una -—'-.-a  ^ —  a  -'-  .»--  "-  -■■  — 


.  nn^jproffiated  land  in  the  Weitani 


the  vwaut  a 
tirritcHy. 

[Here,  liy  way  of  nparate  rstdntioni,  followed  in 
dgtijj  the  oonititDant  psrti  of  tltii  office,  and  the 
routine  in  wfaioh  fl>e  bniinea  dionld  be  omdncted, 
dinotiiig  the  expcniia  of  the  offloe  to  be  njqiOTted  by 
the  fee*  payable  brfore  tfie  warrant*  and  patenta 
wars  delivered.] 

Ur.  Oltukb  did  not  believe  the  oommittee 
were  prepared  for  a  decision  at  this  time.  He 
considered  the  sutjject  to  be  as  intricate  and 
dilflcult  as  it  was  intereating-  and  therefore 
hoped  fUl  time  would  be  given  for  investigation, 
Hany  persons  had  purchased  large  qnantitiea 
of  lutds  of  the  late  Oongress,  with  a  view  to 
sell  them  out  in  small  lots,  to  aooommodate  the 
people  who  are  inclined  to  settie  upon  them. 
If  Oongress  now  open  a  land  ofBce  for  the  sale 
of  smul  quantities,  it  will  no  doubt  overcast 
the  prospect  of  advantage  which  indnoed  the 
former,  and  may  Induce  fbture  purchasers  to 
apply  for  large  grants.     These  observationj, 
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■nd  others  vhich  would  readilj  oocor  to  ever; 
gcotkmaii,  would  Mtufy  the  committee  that 
tlwj  on^t  not  topiedpitste  the  bnBiiieM.  For 
tbia  reaaoo,  he  moved  the  risng  of  the  oom- 
ndttee. 

Kr.  Kaimboit  had  no  objection  to  the  riEJiig 
rfthe  committee,  u  the  means  of  obtaining  in- 
famdioa ;  but  he  thooght  the  bnBineae  deaerv- 
ingof  the  eariieet  attention.  The  clear  and  fall 
mtaaer  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Penna^l- 
a  had  opened  the  sabject  to  theTtew  of  tiie 
'  ~>  no  donbt  on  hia  mind  of  the 
dag  some  early  meamiree  to  ao- 
Noiplieh  the  boaneee  in  the  manner  anneeted 
bf  uiat  genUeman.  The  heta  and  inteUigenoe 
nentifRted  trere  too  impwtaat  to  be  paaaed 
B^tl;  over.  He  shonld,  for  the  preeent,  agree 
to  rise,  bnt  hoped  the  satti^^  wotud  be  remuned 
latheHoiue. 

The  qneation  was  token  <m  the  first  resdation 
mored  Dj  Mr.  Soott,  end  pasted  in  the  affinn*- 
tire;  the  others  remaining  on  the  table. 

The  emuudttee  then  roae  and  reported  pro- 


Fbtoat,  Jtme  5. 
AdmMon  of  Bhede  I*la/nd  into  th»  Uniim, 
Hr.  BxxBoir  preawted  for  conMderstion,  the 
naohitian  which  he  yeaterday  gave  notice  of 
b  intention  of  introdnoing  in  relation  to  the 
idmisricHi  of  Sbode  Island  into  the  Union,  and 
mored  thai  the  Eoese  immediately  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
rnion,  for  the  purpose  of  discnseing  his  pro- 

Tbe  reeolntion  is  in  the  following  worda : 
Tha  Coogran  of  the  Unitad  Statu  do  moire  and 
igdMn  it  to  ba  tlxdr  moM  eannit  dedie,  that  the 
LcgUaton  of  the  State  i^  Rhode  Idwd  uid  Frori- 
liBca  Planlatiixu,  do  lecomnimid  to  the  paople  of 
dal  State  to  chooee  doleptea  to  meat  in  oonventioa 
nd  to  whom  tfaa  comtftolioD  of  the  United  Sutea  U 
lBbaiBbaiitted,confisiiiatily  to  the  luiaiiunoiia  reeo- 
Un  of  the  Ui^tad  Sutaa  in  Coogreai  aisembled, 
tf  tfaa  S8th  of  Septembar,  17ST. 

Hr.  Paoc— I  think  of  Rhode  Island  u  the 
■Mfay  gentleman  from  New  York  does;  bat, 

■  a  monber  of  Congress,  1  doobt  the  propriety 
tt  this  body  interfbnng  b  the  hnsineM.  If  I 
fat  myself  for  a  moment,  into  the  ratnation  of 

■  citixen  of  a  State  that  has  rdhsed  to  accede 
to  the  oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  I  must 
idmit  that  I  ahonld  watch  your  tctions  with  a 
jadoas  eye ;  I  shonld  be  appiehensiTe  of  nndne 
nfioBnee,  if  I  were  to  see  yon  throw  yonr 
vei^t  into  the  aoole.  Bnt  what  occasion  is 
llicre  for  adopting  snch  a  resolution  I  Are  gen- 
DoiKn  afraia  to  leave  them  to  their  own  on- 
bwed  Jndgmoit  t  For  my  part  I  am  not :  it 
vin  detnoutrate  the  goodneaa  of  the  oonstita- 
ttoo,  if  it  be  adopted  npon  mature  coniudera- 
tian,  without  any  ud  but  its  own  intriUBio 
nine.  As  to  amendments,  when  we  come  to 
nnnder  of  tham,  I  dare  say  they  will  be  such 
K  to  nuke  the  oonstitntion  more  agreeable; 
btt,  for  the  present,  I  think  it  improper  to  have 


any  thing  to  do  with  the  sentleman'a  motion; 
I  hope  he  may  be  prevailed  npon  to  withdraw 
it;  he  has  done  his  dnty  by  bringing  it  forward; 
bflt  if  it  does  not  meet  the  approb^on  of  the 
House,  it  will  be  a  useless  waste  of  time  to 

E've  it  any  farther  diaoiiaBion.  The  gentleman 
ta  shown  snfflciently  his  attaclmient  to  the 
Federal  QovemmeDt^  by  the  eamestnoas  he 
shows  to  have  it  adopted  tbrooghout  the  United 
States.  Bat,  in  addition  to  tins,  let  him  omi- 
sider  where  snch  measures  may  Toad  us.  B»- 
cause  the  Legialatnre  of  Rhode  Island  have 
n^lected  or  refused  to  submit  the  considera- 
tion of  the  oonstitotioD  to  a  convention,  we  are 
to  recommend  it,  and  express  a  most  earnest 
dedre  that  they  will  comply.  But  suppose  they 
decline  doing  what  yon  require,  what  is  next 
to  be  done)  I  hope  gentlemen  will  hesitate 
before  they  go  any  former.  I  think  we  should 
be  employed  more  in  the  line  of  our  duty,  by 
attendmg  to  the  interestA  of  onr  constituents, 
and  completing  the  organization  of  a  Govern- 
ment they  ordered,  than  to  spend  onr  time 
abont  badneas  which  Is  not  within  oor  powers. 
Why  shonld  we  interfere  with  the  concerns  of 
oor  mster  States  who  have  not  yet  joined  the 
new  Qovemmentt  I  trust  the  genueman  will 
SM  the  impropriety  of  his  mouon,  and  agree 
to  withdraw  it 

Ur.  Bicrra,  (of  South  Carolina.)— I  think  we 
ought  to  go  Into  oommlttee,  and  hear  what  the 

rntieman  has  to  say  on  the  subject.  Though 
must  acknowledge  I  am  at  present  agsinst 
the  adoption  of  the  reeolntion  he  has  proposed ; 
yet  it  is  possible,  when  he  baa  stated  hisreason^ 
and  poihted  out  the  neceeuty  of  it,  that  I  may 
alter  my  opimon ;  but  I  wonder  why  the  gentl»- 
man  has  omitted  North  Carolina. 

Hr.  Shbrhut. — ^I  think  Rhode  Idand  ttaodi 
in  a  different  ritnation  fr^^m  North  Carolina 
When  this  constitution  was  formed  in  the  con- 
vention, North  Carolina  was  represented  there ; 
she,  as  well  as  the  adopting  Stataa,  sabmitted 
that  inatrument  to  a couvention of  the  people; 
bat  not  having  adopted  it,  she  has  again  called 
a  convention,  and  is  proceeding  to  reoonsidor 
it  as  &st  as  convenient ;  so  that  snch  a  reqnest 
as  is  now  proposed  wonld  be  nnneceesary  with 
respect  to  them.  As  Rhode  Island  did  not 
seiM  members  to  the  first  convention,  there 
was  a  delicacy  in  transmitting  the  prooeedinga 
to  them,  and  Congress  conld  not,  perhapa,  ap- 
ply to  them  with  the  same  propriety  as  to  an- 
other. But  all  we  are  now  to  consider,  I  believe^ 
is,  that  we  invite  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to 
join  onr  confederacy ;  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
snch  a  measore  we  cannot  tell  till  we  try  it 

Mr.  Madiboh. — I  believe,  Ur.  Speaker,  there 
are  oases  in  which  it  is  prudent  to  avoid 
coming  to  a  decision  at  aU,  and  cases  wliere  it 
is  desirable  to  evade  debate ;  if  there  were  not 
cases  of  this  kind,  it  wonld  be  unnecessary  to 
gnard  onr  discussions  with  the  previous  ques- 
tion.*   My  idea  on  the  snbject  now  before  the 
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Honw  iB,  that  it  would  be  Improper  In  this 
bod;  to  ezpow  themeelvM  to  have  snob  a  pro- 
poriti<Hi  r^ected  by  the  Lenalstiire  of  the  8tate 
of  Rhode  Inland.  It  would  likewise  be  impro- 
per to  exprew  •  deair«  on  an  oooarion  where  a 
free  agencj  ooght  to  be  emplojed,  which 
would  oaiTj  wit£  it  aH  the  fbroa  of  a  oomnumd. 
How  tir  this  is  oontemplated  on  the  present 
oooadon,  I  cannot  tall ;  bnt  I  heartjl;  wuh  that 
as  little  may  be  said  aboat  it  as  poaaible.  I 
conceive  tJiis  to  be  one  of  the  oases  to  which 
the  previoos  qaeetion  is  appUcable ;  and,  if  the 
eentieman  means  to  call  the  Eonae  to  a  direct 
decisioa  on  this  moticm,  I  ahaU  itep  between, 
and  interpose  the  previous  qnMtion. 

Ifr.  Ambs. — I  am  ag^nst  the  prevtons  qnea- 
taon  being  taken,  becanse  I  wish  the  HonBO  to 
oonsider  the  motion  made  b;  the  Kentleman 
from  New  York ;  it  is  admitted  to  be  a  ques- 
tion of  considerable  importance;  If  it  is,  it 
onght  to  be  considered ;  otherwise,  we  are 
shutting  the  door  on  information,  and  patting 
it  out  of  onr  power  to  asoertain  the  propriety 
or  impropriety  of  the  motion. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  anj  gentleman 
oontemplatca  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  disse- 
vered from  the  Union ;  a  maritime  State,  dt- 
nated  in  tiie  most  convenient  manner  for  the 
pnrpoee  of  sDm^Ung,  and  defrauding  oof  reve- 
oaa  Snrelj,  a  moment's  reflection  will  induce 
Itie  Houae  to  take  treasures  to  secure  this  ob- 
ject. Do^eotlflfi^  Imagine  that  State  will 
j<^  the  VSSa  t    lf4)^  do,  what  is  the  injur; 


there  an;  impropriety  in  deeiring  them  to  oon- 
Bider  a  qnestion  whioti  tbej  have  not  yet  de- 
cided ?  It  has  been  enggeated  by  an  honora- 
ble gentleman,  that  this  deeire  will  operate  as 
a  demand.  If  a  wish  of  Oongress  can  bring 
ttieminto  the  IMoa,  why  shonld  we  deoline  to 
express  snoh  a  wish  I 

The  previous  question  bdng  insisted  npon, 
was  put — "Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
pnt  t  and  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Adjonmed. 

UoRDAT,  June  B. 
JlioBAXL   Jbnifeb   Btonb,  from  Maryland, 
appeared,  and  took  his  seat, 

Tcm&AT,  June  16. 
Zhpartment  <(f  Foreign  Affain, 
The  House  than  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishinK 
an  eieootive  department,  to  be  denominated 
the  Department  of  Foreign  A^rs.  Mr.  Tsmc- 
Buii.  in  ^le  oh^. 


InatitoClnii  tbe  pcsTtoai  qsectlan,  which  iru  to  prsTsnt  d 
bate  In  cuaii  In  wUsh  then  onglit  not  to  be  laj  \  euee : 
«£ileh  it  vii  necemjy  to  gaud  the  Hodh  BgnJoBt  Impropi 
aiManlon.  Whmt  ■  depvtare  fnm  UuC  reuon  h«  iloi 
token  pliee  In  the  Hodh  of  Kepreuntattrail  for  the  Ben* 
hit.  thu  Ikr,  bwn  lUelded  ttam  the  IntrodnetloD  at  thi 
qnutlon  end  Iti  eonmneat  ■buML 


The  first  dause,  after  recapitnlatlDg  the  title 
of  the  officer  and  his  datiee,  had  tbeee  words ; 
"To  be  removable  from  office  by  the  Prerident 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Whtfe. — The  constitntion  gives  the 
President  the  power  of  nominating,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  *^ 
pointing  to  office.  As  I  conoeive  the  power  of 
appointing  and  dismissing  to  be  united  in  th^ 
naturee,  and  a  principle  that  never  was  called 
In  question  in  any  Govenunent  I  am  averse  to 
that  part  of  the  clause  which  subjects  the  Secte- 
tvy  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  be  r«moved  at  the 
will  of  the  President.  In  the  constiLntion, 
Bpedsl  provisios  is  made  for  tiie  removal  of  the 
judges;  that  I  acknowledge  to  be  a  deri8ti(»t 
from  my  principle ;  bnt  as  it  is  a  constitutiraiil 
provision,  it  is  to  be  admitted.  In  all  cosee  not 
otherwise  provided  for  in  the  oonstitution,  I 
take  it,  th^  the  principle  I  have  laid  down  is 
the  governing  one.  Now  the  constitution  has 
associated  the  Senate  with  the  President  in  ap- 
pointing the  heads  of  departmente.  The  Beoe- 
tary  of  For«gn  Affain  is  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment; for  the  words  of  the  law  declare^  that 
there  shall  be  a  department  established,  at  the 
head  of  which  shall  be  an  offices  to  be  so  de- 
nominated. I^  then,  the  Senate  are  aasodated 
with  the  President  in  the  appointment,  they 
ought  also  to  be  associated  in  the  disnusston 
fhim  office.  Upon  the  Justness  of  this  con- 
struction, I  take  the  liberty  of  reviving  the 
motion  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  striking  out  these  words ;  "  to  be  removable 
from  office  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  SioTH,  (of  Sooth  Carolina.)— The  gentie- 
man  has  anticipated  me  in  bis  motion ;  1  am 
clearly  in  seutimwt  with  bim  that  the  words 
ought  to  go  out  It  is  in  the  recollection  of  the 
committee,  that  when  the  subject  was  last  be- 
fore ns,  this  power  was  excepted  to;  ind 
although  the  words  were  then  allowed  to  stand, 
it  was  generally  understood  that  it  should  be 
Airther  debated.  I  then  was  opposed  to  giving 
this  power  to  the  President,  and  am  ^U  i^ 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  make  this  deda- 
ration,  even  if  he  has  the  power  by  the  oonstl- 
tution. 

I  would  premise  that  one  of  tbeee  two  ideas 
is  Just  r  Hther  tbat  the  constitution  has  given 
the  Premdent  the  power  of  removal,  and  there- 
fore it  is  nugatory  to  make  the  declaration  here; 
or  it  has  not  given  the  power  to  ^im,  and  there- 
fore it  is  improper  to  make  an  attempt  to  confer 
it  upon  him.  If  it  is  not  given  to  nim  by  the 
constitution,  but  belongs  ooi^ointly  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  we  have  no  right  to  deprive 
the  Senate  of  their  oonstitntional  prerogative; 
and  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  sensible  men 
that  the  power  was  lodged  in  this  manner.  A 
publication  of  no  inconsiderable  eminence  in 
the  class  of  political  writings  on  the  oonstita- 
tion,  has  advanced  this  sentiment.  The  author, 
or  authors^  (for  I  have  nnderstood  it  to  be  the 
production  of  two  gentlemen  of  great  infbrmo- 
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Sao.)  of  the  work  published  under  the  rignatore 
of  AWui,  has  these  words: 

"It  hu  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  advan- 
tign  to  be  expected  from  the  oo-operatioo  of 
the  Baiat«  in  the  basiness  of  appointmeDts, 
that  it  would  contribute  to  the  atabilitj'  of  the 
idffiiLifitratiML  The  consent  of  that  bodj 
wmU  be  neoeaeaiy  to  displace  as  veil  aa  ap- 
pHPL  A  change  of  the  Chief  Uagistrate, 
thfrfae,  would  not  occasion,  so  violent  or  bo 
gCDoil  a  reTolation  ia  the  offleera  of  the  Qor- 
onmnt,  u  might  be  expected  if  he  were  the 
wie  dispoMer  of  offloea.  Where  a  mas  in  an  j 
■UiDn  has  gives  satis&ctoiy  evidence  of  his 
fitness  for  it,  a  new  Preatdent  wonld  be  re- 
rtniDed  from  attdmpting  a  change  in  favor  of  a 
ptnm  more  agreeable  to  him,  bj  the  apprehen- 
MD  that  the  discoontenanoe  of  the  Senate 
might  frustrate  the  attempt,  and  bring  some  de- 
gree of  discredit  upon  himselt  Those  who  can 
bert  estimate  the  vaJoe  of  a  Bteadj  adminietra- 
tkn,  will  be  tDOst  disposed  to  prize  a  provision 
wludi  cmmects  the  official  existence  of  public 
men  with  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  ot 
that  body,  which,  from  the  greater  perrnanencj 
of  its  own  compoeidon,  will,  in  all  probabilitjr, 
be  leaa  subject  to  inconstancy  than  any  other 
nnnber  of  the  Govenunent." 

Here  this  author  lays  it  down,  that  there  can 
be  DO  donbt  of  the  power  of  the  Senat«  in  the 
boosew  of  removal  Let  this  be'  as  it  may,  I 
m  ciew  that  the  lYeeident  alone  has  not  the 
power.  Examine  the  constitation ;  the  powers 
of  the  several  branches  of  Government  are 
there  defined ;  the  President  has  particular 
powers  ssaigsed  him ;  the  Judiciary  have  in  tike 
loanner  powers  asngned  them ;  bnt  yon  will 
ind  no  sach  power  aa  removing  from  office 
giveD  to  the  I^esident  I  call  upon  gentlemen 
to  ibow  me  where  it  is  said  that  the  Preddent 
dull  remove  from  office.  I  know  they  cannot 
do  it  Now,  I  infbr  bmn  this,  that,  as  the  oon- 
rtitntiMi  has  not  given  the  President  the  power 
ot  removability,  it  meant  that  he  ehotild  not 
have  that  power ;  and  this  inference  is  anpported 
by  that  clanae  in  the  constitatton  wluch  pro- 
vides that  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States 
dkall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
far,  and  on  conviction  of  treason,  bribery,  or 
other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Here  is 
a  partKolar  mode  described  for  removing ;  and 
if  there  is  no  other  mode  directed,  1  contend 
that  the  eonstitntion  contemplated  only  this 
tnode. 

I  tmagine,  rir,  we  are  declaring  a  power  in 
ttM  Prmdent  which  may  hereafter  b«  greatly 
abased;  for  we  are  not  always  to  expect  aChief 
Kagistrate  in  whom  snch  entire  confidence  can 
be  placed  as  in  the  present  Perhaps  ^tle- 
3  mnch  dazzled  with  the  splendor  of 


eonstitntion  did  not  confine  their  views  to  the 
Alt  pencm  who  was  looked  np  to  to  fill  the 
Prendential  chMr.  If  they  had,  they  might 
have  omitted  thoee  ohecks  and  guards  with 


tH.  o*  R. 

which  the  powers  of  the  Executive  are  sarronnd- 
ed.  Thev  knew,  from  the  conne  of  hnman 
events,  that  they  could  not  expect  to  he  so 
highly  favored  of  heaven  as  to  have  the  blesdng 
of  his  administration  more  than  seven  or  fonr- 
teen  years ;  after  which,  they  sopposcd  a  man 
might  get  into  power,  who,  it  was  possible, 
might  misbehave.  We  ought  to  follow  their 
example,  and  contemplate  this  power  in  the 
hands  of  as  ambitions  man,  who  might  apply  it 
to  dangerous  purposes.  If  we  give  ttiis  power 
to  the  President,  he  may,  fi^m  caprice,  remove 
the  most  worthy  men  from  office.  His  will  and 
pleasure  will  be  the  alight  tenure  by  which  an 
office  is  to  be  held,  and  of  consequence  yon  ren- 
der the  officer  the  mere  state^ependant,  the 
alg'ect  slave  of  a  person  who  may  be  disposed 
to  abuse  the  confidence  his  fellow-citizens  have 
placed  in  him, 

Mr.  HuNTmoTos. — t  think  the  clause  ouf^t 
not  to  stand.  It  was  well  observed  that  the 
eonstitntion  was  silent  respecting  the  removal, 
otherwise  than  by  impeachment.  I  wonld  like- 
wise add,  that  it  mentions  no  other  cause  of  re- 
moval iJian  treason,  bribery,  or  other  hig^ 
Crimea  and  misdemeanors.  It  does  not,  I  ap- 
prehend, extend  to  cases  of  infirmity  or  inca- 
pacity. Indeed,  it  appears  hard  to  ma,  that 
after  an  officer  has  become  old  in  as  honoraUe 
service,  he  should  he  impeached  for  this  infir- 
mity. The  eonstitntion,  I  think,  must  be  the 
only  rule  to  guide  as  on  this  occasion ;  as  it  ia 
silent  with  respect  to  the  removal,  Oongress 
ought  to  say  nothing  about  it,  because  it  implies 
that  we  have  a  right  to  bestow  it^  and  I  l>eueve 
this  power  ia  not  to  be  found  among  the  enume- 

ii«d  powers  delegated  by  the  constitution  to 


Ifo.  SsDowioK.— I  wish  the  words  to  be 
struck  out,  because  I  conceive  them  to  he  un- 
necessary in  thia  place.  I  do  conceive,  Ur. 
Speaker,  that  this  officer  will  be  the  mere  crea- 
ture of  tbe  law ;  and  that  very  little  need  be 
said  to  prove  to  yon  that  of  necesMt;  this  ought 
to  be  the  case.  I  apprehend,  likewise,  that  it 
requires  but  a  small  share  of  abilities  to  point  out 
certain  causes  for  which  a  person  ought  to  be 
removed  fixim  office,  without  being  guilty  of 
treason,  bribery,  or  malfeasance ;  and  the  natnre 
of  things  demands  that  it  should  be  so.  Sup- 
pose, sir,  a  man  becomes  insane  by  the  Citation 
of  Gk>d,  and  is  likely  to  ruin  our  affairs,  are  the 
hands  of  Government  to  be  confined  from  ward- 
ing off  the  evil  ?  Suppose  a  person  in  office) 
not  possesdng  the  talents  he  was  judged  to  have 
at  the  time  of  the  appointment,  is  the  error  not 
to  be  corrected !  Suppose  he  acquires  vicioos 
habits,  an  incurable  indolence,  or  total  neglect 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  forebode  mia- 
chief  to  the  public  welfare,  is  there  no  way  to 
arrest  the  threatened  danger  t  Suppose  he  be- 
comes odious  and  unpopular  by  reason  of  the 
measures  which  he  pursaes,  (and  this  he  may  do 
without  committing  any  positive  offence  against 
the  law,)  must  he  preserve  his  office  is  despite 
of  the  public  will!    Suppose  him  graining  at 
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__.  .         ^^  ,  and  the  elevation  of 

Ma  oonnectiona,  bj  everj  meanB  short  of  the 
treaeon  defined  by  the  constitution,  hnrrying 
joai  affairs  to  the  preoiploe  of  destraction,  en- 
dangering  your  domestic  troDquillity,  plundering 
yon  of  the  means  of  defence,  by  alienating  the 
ItSeotiona  of  your  allies,  and  promoting  the  spir- 
it of  discord ;  is  there  no  way  enddenly  to  seize 
the  worthless  wretch,  and  hnrl  Mm  from  the 

Soacle  of  power  ?  Muat  the  tardy,  tedious, 
oltory  road,  by  way  of  impeachment,  be 
travelled  to  overt^e  the  man  wW  barely  con- 
fining  himself  within  the  lett«r  of  the  uw,  is 
employed  in  drawing  off  the  vital  principle  of 
the  Qovernment  ?  Sir,  the  nature  of  things,  the 
groat  ol^ects  of  society,  the  express  otigecta  of 
this oonatitutionjTequire  that  this  thin^  should 
be  otlierwise.  well,  sir,  this  is  admitted  by 
gentlemen  \  bat  they  say  the  Senate  is  to  be 
nnited  with  the  President  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power.  I  hope,  sir,  that  is  not  the  case ; 
beoanse  it  would  involve  us  in  the  most  serious 
diffionlty.  Suppose  a  discovery  of  any  of  those 
events  which  I  have  just  enumerated  were  to 
take  place  when  the  Senate  is  not  in  session, 
how  is  the  remedy  te  be  applied?  This  ia  a  se- 
rious consideration,  and  the  evil  could  be  avoid- 
ed no  other  way  than  by  the  Senate's  sitting 
always.  Surely  no  genueman  of  this  House 
contemplates  the  necessity  of  incurring  such  an 
expense.  I  am  sure  it  will  be  very  otiJeDtionable 
to  our  constituenlfi ;  and  yet  fiia  must  be  done, 
OT  the  pnblio  interest  be  endangered  by  keeping 
an  unworthy  oFBoer  in  place  until  that  body 
shall  be  assembled  fix>m  the  extremes  of  the 
Union.  It  has  been  said  that  there  is  a  danger 
of  thla  power  being  abused  if  exercised  by  one 
man.  Certainly  the  danger  is  as  great  with  re- 
spect to  the  Senate,  who  are  assembled  from  va- 
rious parts  of  the  continent,  with  different  im- 
preastona  and  opuiions.  It  appears  te  me  that 
anch  a  body  is  more  likely  to  misuse  this  power 
than  the  man  whom  the  united  voice  of  Ameri~ 
OS  colls  te  the  Presidential  chair.  As  the  na- 
ture of  the  Government  requires  the  power  of 
removal,  I  think  it  is  to  be  exercised  in  tiiis  way 
by  a  hand  capable  of  exerting  itself  with  effect, 
and,  Itie  power  must  be  conferred  upon  the 
President  by  the  constitution,  as  the  executive 
officer  of  the  Government. 

Hr.  Uaduon.— If  the  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution is  to  be  left  to  its  natural  course  with 
respect  to  the  executive  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment, I  own  that  the  insertion  of  this  sentiment 
in  law  may  not  be  of  material  importance, 
thoogh,  if  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  mere  decla- 
ratirai  of  a  dear  grant  mode  by  the  constitution. 
It  can  do  no  harm ;  but  if  it  relates  to  a  doubt' 
fill  part  of  the  constitution,  t  suppose  on  eipo- 
riti<m  of  the  constitution  may  come  with  as 
mnoh  propriety  from  the  Legislature,  as  any 
otijer  aepartment  of  the  Qovernment.  If  the 
power  naturally  belongs  to  the  Government, 
and  the  constitntion  is  nndecided  as  to  the 
body  which  is  to  exercise  it,  it  is  likely  that  it 


is  submitted  te  tbe  discretion  of  the  Legislatnrs^ 
and  the  qaestiou  will  depend  iqion  its  own 

I  am  clearly  of  opinion  with  the  gentlemm 
from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Bioth,)  that  we 
ought  in  thisj  and  every  other  oasa,  te  adhere  to 
the  constitution,  so  &r  as  it  will  serve  as  a  guide 
to  us,  and  that  we  ought  not  te  be  swayed  in 
our  decisions  by  the  splendor  of  the  oharaata' 
of  the  present  Chief  Uagistrate,  bnt  to  consider 
it  with  respeot  to  the  merit  of  men  who,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  may  be  supposed  to 
fill  the  ohwr.  I  believe  the  power  here  declared 
is  a  high'one^  and,  in  some  respects,  a  dangerous 
one ;  but,  in  or&et  to  come  to  a  right  decisiMi 
on  this  point,  we  must  consider  both  mdes  of 
the  question:  the  possible  abases  which  may 
spring  from  the  ainglo  will  of  the  First  Magis- 
trate, and  the  abuse  which  may  spring  from  the 
combined  will  of  tJie  Exeoutive  and  t£e  Senato- 
rial disqualification. 

When  we  con^der  that  the  First  Magistrate 
is  to  be  appointed  at  present  by  the  suffl^sgee  of 
three  millions  of  people,  and  in  all  human  prob- 
ability in  a  few  years'  time  by  double  that  num- 
ber, it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  vicious  or 
bad  character  will  be  selected.  If  the  Goveni- 
ment  of  any  country  coi  the  &ce  of  the  earth 
was  ever  effectually  guarded  against  the  election 
of  ambitious  or  designing  characters  to  the  first 
office  of  the  State,  I  think  it  may  with  truth  be 
said  te  bu  the  case  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  With  all  the  infirmities  incident 
to  a  popular  election,  ootrected  by  the  particu- 
lar mode  of  ooaductiDs  it,  as  directed  under  the 
present  system,  I  think  we  may  fairly  calculsta 
that  the  instances  will  be  very  rare  in  which  so 
unworthy  man  will  receive  that  mark  of  the 
public  confidence  which  is  required  tode^gnote 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  Where  the 
people  are  disposed  to  ^ve  so  great  an  devation 
to  one  of  their  fbllow-citisens,  I  own  that  I  am 
not  afrtud  to  place  my  confidence  in  him,  e^)e- 
cially  when  I  know  he  is  impeachable  for  any 
crime  or  misdemeanor  before  the  Senate,  at  sll 
times;  and  that,  at  all  events,  he  is  impeacha- 
ble before  the  aomninnity  at  lai^  every  four 
years,  and  liable  to  be  displaced  ff  his  coodact 
shall  have  ^ven  mnbrsge  during  the  time  be 
has  been  in  office.  Under  these  circumstances, 
although  the  trust  is  a  high  one,  and  in  some 
degree,  perhaps,  a  dangerous  one,  I  am  not  sure 
but  it  will  be  safer  here  than  placed  where  some 
gentlemen  suppose  it  ousht  to  be. 

Mr.  ViHiNO. — I  hoped,  Mr.  Ohwrman,  after 
the  discussion  this  eutfject  had  received  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  it  would  have  been  un- 
necessary to  re-examine  it.  The  arguments 
asunst  the  clause  are  reiterated :  hut,  I  trust, 
without  ft  chance  of  success.  They  were  fully 
answered  before ;  and  I  expect  the  impressions 
made  at  that  time  are  not  tureody  effaced.  The 
House,  as  'well  as  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
have  determined  that  those  words  shall  be 
inserted  in  the  bill ;  the  ^Mcial  committee  could 
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Tba  House  has  detenniiied  to  make  a  decla- 
ntw  of  tbeir  coiwtniction  of  the  ocpnatitiitlon. 
I  mi  perfectlj  is  emtiaeat  with  the  minority 
OD  tlus  oecauoD;  and  oontend,  that  if  thiB 
ponr  is  not  in  tbe  Prendent,  it  is  not  veat«d 
m  iLf  bodjr  whaterer.  It  cannot  be  within 
tte  IcgidalJTe  power  of  th«  Benote,  beoaoae  it 
Nrfio  advene  natDN;  it  cannot  be  within  the 
tmeOavo  power  of  the  Senate,  because  they 
pMHB  nme  but  what  is  ezpreeily  granted  by 
Ihe  eonatitotion.  If  geutlemm  will  point  out 
rtere  tbe  constitnliMi  oonfen  thin  power  npon 
the  Soiate^  I  will  read  mj  recantation,  and 
■bteribe  to  tfa«  iBrtDen  of  ttieir  dootrioe, 

I  im  not  Batiafied  that  naDorability  ihall  be 
Mqnired  only  by  impeaohmeDt  Were  the  ad- 
neatts  of  this  doctrine  aware  of  ita  codm- 
^naioee,  when  they  advanced  it  t  The  Senate 
haa  tbe  lole  power  of  trying  impeachments ;  the 
Preadcot  ia  here  ont  of  ute  question.  If  no 
offinr  can  be  conatitntionally  removed  but  by 
inqMacbment^  It  arolies  to  SDbordinata  offioera 
M  veQ  BB  beads  of  oepartmenta.  For  the  coa- 
gtJditioD  only  ^rea  power  to  Conf^reaa  to  estab- 
EA  oSoen  by  law,  and  rests  the  appointment 
Id  the  PTeadeoL  If  these  offloera  are  not  re- 
noTsbie  bat  by  impeacbment,  what  is  to  be- 
aane  ot  aar  a^irs,  when  an;  of  the  accidents 
oaeor  which  were  euamerat^d  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maseachasetts  (Mr.  Sedowios:)  t  Are  we 
to  take  the  drcnitons  ronto  of  impeachment  t 
Ibe  dilatory  and  inefficient  prooees  by  tljat 
mode,  will  not  ^ply  tjte  remedy  to  the  evil  till 
it  is  too  late  to  be  of  advantage.  Experience 
has  fixed  an  eternal  atigma  upon  the  ^stem  of 
biptachment;  witness  the  case  I  mentioned, 
the  other  dav,  of  Warren  Haatinxs  before  the 
Britidi  Lords;  what  delays  and  uncertainty 
with  the  forma  of  trial,  details  of  evidence,  ar- 
nmenta  of  oonnaei,  and  deliberate  decision  I 
I  aric  gentlemen,  can  there  be  a  greater  evil 
ttu  this  in  any  Oovernmentt  why,  then, 
win  geatlamen  advocate  a  doctrine  so  obnoxious 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitntion,  when  a 
wm  hvcHvble  constmction  Ib  at  hand ! 

Mr.  WHin. — Mention  has  been  made  of  im- 
fsadunanta,  aa  the  only  mode  of  removing  an 
lAeer.  I  will  exphun  mj  ideas  on  this  point, 
ia  nder  that  the  committee  may  be  maaters  of 
ar  ptrticnLu-  objeotjons  to  tbe  clause.  1  con- 
ader  impeachmenta  neceeeary  to  be  employed 
in  caita  reelecting  an  officer  who  is  appointed 
iamg  good  behavior.  Thus  the  Juages  can 
nly  be  removed  by  impeachment.  The  Preai- 
dtat  and  Vic«  President  hold  their  offices  for 
tbe  tenns  mentioned  in  the  constitntion,  not 
Sable  to  be  removed  from  office  in  any  other 
n>j.  These  circumstances'  are  a  deviation 
froni  mj  general  principle ;  hut  have  neverthe- 
kn  a  proper  groimd  to  be  supported  on.  The 
decfavs  who  appoint  the  President,  cannot  as- 
HmUe  to  exenuie  the  anthority  which  would 
be  in  them.    WiOi  reaped  to  tbe 


jadges,  it  is  ibnnd  neoeasary  fbr  the  proper  and 
nncormpt  administration  of  justice,  and  the  se- 
onrity  of  freedom,  to  have  them  independent  in 
their  stations,  so  that  they  be  not  removable  at 
pleaanre.  To  them,  therefbre,  the  doctrine  of 
impeachment  is  peculiarly  applicable.  It  may 
pvperly  be  extended  further,  in  caaes  where 
tbe  Preaident  is  desirous  of  retaining  an  officer 
who  ought  not  to  bo  retained.  This  House  haa 
the  power  of  oontrolling  bim,  and  may  impeach 
tbe  officer  before  the  Senate.  In  either  of  these 
three  cases  impeachmenta  are  necessary. 

■.    BoTiDisoT.;— This   is    a   qneetioa,    Mr. 
Speaker,  that  requires  full  oonsideratioD,  and 
ou^t  <mly  to  be  settled  on  the  moat  candid  dia- 
iBMon.    It  certtunly  involves  the  right  of  the 
mate  to  a  very  important  power.    At  present, 
am  BO  impressed  with  the  importance  of  tbe 
il^ect,  that  I  dare  not  absolutely  decide  on 
any  principle,  althongh  I  am  fim^  persuaded   ' 
we  ought  to  retain  the  danse  in  the  bill ;  and, 
so  far  as  it  has  been  examined,  I  agree  that  it  is 
a  lepslative  oonatruction  of  the   constitntion, 
neceesary  to  be  settled  for  tbe  direction  of  yonr 
offioera.     But  if  it  is  a  deviation  fhmi  the  con- 
stitution, or  in  tbe  least  d^ree  an  infringement 
upon  the  anthority  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
X^egialature,  I  aball  most  decidedly  be  agunat, 
it    Bnt  I  think  it  will  appear,  on  a  full  conid- 
deration  of  this  bufflnesa,  that  wo  can  do  no 


e  of  ita  powers,  and  to  give  thia  House  BO- 
onrity  for  the  proper  condnct  of  the  officers 
who  are  to  execute  the  laws. 

Ur.  Surra,  (of  Sooth  Carolina.) — I  have  at- 
tended to  the  orgimients  of  the  gcntiemen  who 
oppose  the  motion  for  striking  out,  and  I  ^ipre- 
hend  that  their  reasoning  is  not  perfectly  con- 
risteat  The  constmotion  of  some  gentlemen 
is,  that  the  power  of  removal  ia  given  to  the 
President  by  tbe  constitution.  Others  are  of 
opinion  that  the  constitution  is  rilent;  and 
therefore  the  House  onght  to  give  it  To  op- 
pose these  adverse  arguments,  I  must  return  to 
my  strong  ground  on  which  mv  opponents  dare 
not  venture.  I  state  again,  uiat  if  tbe  consti- 
tntion haa  ^ven  the  power,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
give  it  here ;  or  if  it  has  not  given  it,  we  have 
no  right  to  confer  it,  because  it  is  not  within 
tbe  enumerated  powers  delegated  to  Congress. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  it  is  proper  to  give 
a  legislative  construction  of  the  constitution. 
I  diSer  with  them  on  this  poinL  I  thbik  it  an 
infringement  of  the  powers  of  tbe  Judiciary. 
It  is  said,  we  ought  not  to  blend  the  legislative, 
executive,  or  Jadieiary  powers,  fiirther  than  ia 
done  by  the  constitntion ;  and  yet  the  advocates 
for  preserving  each  department  pure  and  un- 
touched by  the  others,  call  upon  thia  Honse  to 
exercise  Jibe  powers  of  the  judges  in  expound- 
ing tbe  constitution.  What  authority  has  thia 
House  to  explain  tbe  law!  But  if  it  has  thia 
privilege,  the  Senate  is  also  inverted  with  it  aa 
part  of  the  Legialatoie ;  and,  in  exercising  it  on 
the  present  question,  we  shall  be  likely  to  diSbr. 
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if  the  oonstitntioa  is  sileut,  and  gentiemea 
Bdmit  Uiia,  it  is  poedble  the  Benate  may  view 
it  with  a  &vor&ble  eje  to  their  own  right,  and . 
r^ect  the  bill  on  scaxmnt  of  this  cloote.  A 
K^at  deal  of  mischief  has  arisen  in  the  several 
Btatea,  by  the  LegialatareB  undertaking  to  de- 
dde  cooititational  questiooa.  Sir,  it  is  Uie  dntj 
of  the  Legislature  to  make  laws  ;  your  Judges 
are  to  ezpoond  them. 

Ur.  Gbbbt. — Some  gentlemen  eonsider  tlus 
as  a  question  of  polioj- ;  but  to  me  it  appears  a 
question  of  oonstitutionalitj,  and  I  presnme  it 
will  be  debermined  on  that  ptnnt  alone.  The 
beat  argnmentB  I  have  heard  nrged  on  this  oo- 
osEion  came  fixtmthe  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  IfABisoN.}  He  sajs  the  oonstJ- 
totion  has  vested  the  exeoative  power  in  the 
President ;  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  eieroise 
it  under  the  quslifioatdwia  therein  made.  He 
'  lays  it  down  as  a  TnnTim^  Uut  the  oonstitation 
Tasting  in  the  Preeident  the  executive  power, 
natonJlr  vesta  him  with  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment and  remoraL  Now  I  would  be  glad  to 
know  from  that  gentleman  b?  what  means  we 
are  to  decide  this  qnestion.  Is  his  maxim  sup- 
ported by  preoedent  drawn  from  the  practioe 
of  tha  individual  States!  The  direct  oontrarj 
is  established.  In  many  oases  the  Executives 
are  not  in  particalar  vested  with  the  power  of 
appointment ;  and  do  thejr  exercise  that  power 
by  rirtue  of  thdr  ofBoe!  It  will  be  found 
that  other  branches  of  the  Gtovemment  make 
appointments.  How  then  can  gentlemen 
assert  that  thd  powers  of  appointxsent  and  re- 
moval are  inoioent  to  tlie  Executive  Depart- 
ment of  Government?  To  me  it  appears  at 
best  but  problematioa].  Neither  is  it  clear  to 
me  that  the  power  that  appoints  naturally 
poasessea  the  power  of  removal.  As  we  have 
no  certainty  on  ^tber  of  these  points,  I  think 
we  most  eonaider  it  as  eetablished  by  the  oon- 
atitntion. 

It  appears  rery  dear  to  me,  that  however  this 
power  may  be  diatrihnted  by  the  oonstitntion, 
tbe  House  of  Beprasentativea  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it  Why  then  should  we  interfere  in 
tiie  business  t  Are  we  afrwd  that  the  President 
and  Senate  are  not  sufficiently  Informed  to  know 
their  respective  duties!  Our  interposition  ar- 
gues that  they  want  judgment,  and  are  not  able 
to  a^nst  their  powers  without  the  wisdom  of 
this  House  to  assist  them ;  to  say  the  least  on 
this  point,  it  must  be  deemed  indelicate  fbr  ns 
to  intermeddle  with  them.  If  the  fact  is,  as  we 
eeem  to  snapect,  that  they  do  not  understand 
the  constitution,  let  it  go  I>efore  the  proper  tri- 
bunal ;  the  Judges  are  the  constdtational  umpires 
on  snob  qnestiona.  Why,  let  me  ask  gentlemen, 
shall  we  commit  an  infraction  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion for  fear  the  S«iate  or  President  should  not 
oomply  with  its  directions! 

Mr.  Au^. — When  this  question  was  arftated 
at  a  former  period,  I  took  no  part  in  the  debate. 
I  believe  it  was  than  propose^  without  any  idea 
or  intention  of  drawing  on  a  lengthy  discussion, 
and  to  me  it  qipeared  to  be  well  understood 
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and  letUed  by  the  House;  but  sinoe  it  has  been 
reiteiatod  and  ocmteBUd  agwn,  I  feel  it  my 
boonden  duty  to  deliver  the  reasons  for  voting 
in  the  manner  I  then  did,  and  shall  now  da 
Ifr.  Ohainnan,  I  look  npon  every  qnestioii 
which  tonchea  the  oonstitntion  as  serious  and 
important,  and  therefore  worthy  of  tiie  fUlMt 
disousBion,  and  the  moet  solemn  dedMon.  I  be- 
lieve, on  t^e  present  oocaaion,  we  may  oonie  to 
something  near  certainty,  by  attendiug  to  the 
leading  principles  of  tlie  oonstitntion.  In  order 
that  the  good  purposes  of  a  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  be  answered,  it  was  necMsary  to 
delegate  oonaiderable  powers ;  and  the  princit^ 
npon  which  the  grant  was  made,  Intended  to 
give  sufficient  power  to  do  all  possible  good,  but 
to  restrain  the  rulers  from  doing  mischiet 

The  oonstitntion  places  all  exeontive  power 
in  the  huids  of  the  President,  and  ooold  be  per- 
sonally execute  all  the  laws,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  eetabliahing  auxiliaries ;  but  the 
oircnmscribed  powers  of  human  nature  in  (hm 
man,  dranand  the  aid  of  others.  "When  the 
ottjects  are  widely  stretched  ont,  or  greatly  di- 
vermfied,  meandwing  through  such  an  extent  el 
ten4tory  as  that  the  Unit^  States  possoa,  a 
minister  cannot  see  witL  his  own  eyes  every 
tranaaotion,  or  feel  with  his  hands  tbe  miuntts 
that  pan  through  his  department.  He  motit 
therefore  have  assistants.  But  in  order  that  be 
may  be  responsible  to  his  ooonb^,  he  must  have 
a  ch<nce  in  selecting  his  asdstanta,  a  contrcd 
over  them,  with  power  to  remove  them  when 
he  finds  tbe  qnalifioations  which  induced  their 
appointment  oease  to  exist.  There  are  ofBows 
under  the  constitution  who  hold  their  office  by 
a  different  tenure — your  Judges  are  iqipointed 
during  good  behavior;  and  from  the  delicsay 
and  peculiar  nature  of  their  trust,  it  is  ri^t  it 
shamd  be  so,  in  order  that  they  maf  be  inde- 
pendent and  impartial  in  adminlst«iing  Justice 
between  the  Oovemment  and  its  dtizena.  Bat 
the  removability  of  the  one  dass,  or  immova- 
bility of  the  other,  is  founded  on  the  same  prin- 
dple,  the  secnrity  of  the  people  against  the 
abuse  of  power.  Does  any  gentleman  imagine 
that  an  omoer  is  entitled  to  his  offioe  ss  to  an 
estate  t  Or  doee  the  Lc^slature  establish  them 
for  the  oonvenienoe  of  an  individnal  t  For  mj 
parti  I  conceive  it  intended  to  carry  into  effet^ 
the  purposes  for  which  the  constitution  waa  io- 
t«nded. 

The  executive  powers  are  del^;ated  to  the 
President^  with  a  view  to  have  a  responsible 
officer  to  sui>erint«nd,  control,  Inspect,  and 
check  the  officers  Deoessarily  employed  in  ad- 
ministering the  laws.  The  only  bond  between 
him  and  those  he  employs,  is  the  confidence  he 
has  in  their  integrity  and  talents ;  when  that  oou- 
fidenoe  oeases,  the  principal  ought  to  have  pow- 
er to  remove  those  whom  he  ctra  no  longer 
trust  with  safety.  If  an  officer  shall  be  guilty 
of  neglect  or  infidelity,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  ha  ought  to  be  removed ;  yet  there  may  be 
numerous  causes  for  removal  which  do  not 
amount  to  a  crime.    He  may  propose  to  do  a 
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nuKhkf;  bnt  I  bcliev«  tbe  mera  liit«nticm 
vooU  not  be  ewue  of  impeaohmeDt  He  may 
Ion  Ute  confideiioe  61  tlie  people  upon  siupioion, 
hi  vhidi  case  it  would  be  improper  to  retsiu 
Um  in  Krrice  \  be  tnixbt  b>  be  removed  at  uif 
tima,  Tben,  instead  of  ddng  the  greatest  possi- 
ble good,  be  is  Hkelf  to  do  an  ii^nry  to  tbe 
public  interest  by  being  ccmlinnea  )n  tbe  ad- 


If  Mr. 


I  pnaome  gentlemen  will  generally  admit 
Ihitoffioeia  ought  \ja  be  remoTed  vhen  they 
beMNiw  ototosioQs;  bat  the  qnestion  is,  bov 
dun  this  power  be  exeroisea?    It  will  not,  I 


be  the  cam,  it  is  a  most  dngolar  Govem- 
ncnl.  I  believe  there  is  not  anotner  in  tiie  nni- 
Tine  that  bears  the  least  semblance  to  it  in  this 
pvtiealar ;  snch  a  principle,  I  take  it,  is  oontro- 
ty  to  the  natnre  of  thijigs.  But  the  maimer 
hnr  to  remove  is  tlie  qneetion.  If  the  officer 
Bdib«have^  he  can  be  removed  by  impeach- 
tnifnt'  bnt  in  this  case  is  impeachment  the  only 
mode  of  removd  t  It  woold  be  foond  very  in- 
eonnnient  to  hAve  a  man  continned  in  office 
liter  being  impeached,  and  when  all  confidence 
ta  Um  was  suepended  or  lost.  Would  not  the 
wd  of  iigMaehmtnt  be  defeated  by  this  meanat 
jstinga,  who  was  mentioned  by  the 
I  from  Delaware  (Mr.  VraiRe)  pre- 
'  'a  India,  coold  he  not  de- 


n  America, 

we  abalt  find  impeachnieiits  come  too  late; 
vhile  we  are  preparing  the  p;x>ce8B,  the  mis- 
diief  will  be  perpMratod,  and  the  offender  will 
«M^>e.  I  ^qirehend  it  will  be  as  frequently 
DNMsary  to  prevent  crimes  as  to  poniah  them; 
and  it  may  often  hwp^  that  the  only  preven- 
tkm  is  \a  removaL  The  BQperinteudiag  power 
powMMa  by  the  Fresideitt,  will  perhape  enable 
fiim  to  &cover  a  base  intention  before  it  is  ripe 
%x  eieootioo.  It  may  happen  that  the  Trea- 
BDrer  may- be  disposed  to  beb^tbepabliooheBt 
to  tbe  enoDy,  and  so  injure  tbe  Govemment 


s  an  officer,  nutil  tbe  dow  fbrmality 
a  ID  in:q»eachment  was  ccHuplied  with,  when 
tha  Dstwe  fiX  the  ooae  rendered  the  applicatioa 
of  a  soddoi  and  decdave  remedy  inain>enBa- 
Uet 

Bat  it  will,  I  say,  be  admitted,  that  an  officer 
■■J  be  removed.  The  qaeetioii  then  is,  by 
Winn  t  Smdo  gentJemen  sq;  by  the  Freadent 
■IdW;  and  othwa,  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  die  advioe  of  the  Senate.  By  tiie  advo- 
(ilM  of  the  latter  mode,  it  is  alleged,  that  the 
rautibitioii  is  in  the  way  of  the  power  of  re- 
moval being  by  tbe  President  alone.  If  this  is 
■bnlDtdy  the  case,  there  is  an  end  to  all  &rlber 
Iwniy.  But  before  we  soffer  this  to  bu  oon- 
mtoA  ai  an  insaperaUe  iinpediinent,  we  ooght 
to  b«  dear  that  the  constJtnliAi  prohibits  Bm 
tb»  exercise  of  what,  («  a  first  view,  wpears 
to  be  a  power  incident  to  the  ezecative  branch 


of  the  QovMTunent.  The  gentleman  from  YIt' 
ginia  (Mr.  Mujisoii)  has  made  bo  many  obser- 
vations to  evince  the  oonstitntionality  of  the 
clause,  that  it  is  mmeoessary  to  go  over  the 
ground  agdn.  I  shall  therefore  oonbie  myself 
to  answer  only  soma  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
Qemau  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  (Bfr.  Surm.)  The 
powers  of  the  President  va  defined  in  Ibe  con- 
stitution ;  but  it  is  said,  that  be  is  not  expreaalf 
authorized  to  remove  from  ofBce.  If  the  oon- 
stitotioQ  is  silent  also  with  respect  to  the  Senat«^ 
Hie  argument  may  be  retorted.  If  this  silence 
proves  that  the  power  aannot  be  exercised  by 
the  President,  it  certainly  in'ovee  that  it  cannot 
be  eieroised  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  power 
of  removal  is  incident  to  Government;  bnt 
not  being  distributed  by  the  oonstdtntioiL  it 
will  come  before  tbe  Legislature,  and,  like 
every  other  omitted  case,  must  be>supplied  by 
law. 

Mr.  LivEBiioKE. — ^I  am  fbr  strikdng  out  this 
clanse,  Mr.  Ohairman,  upon  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  from  which  we  are  not  at 
liberty  to  deviate.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Skdowiok,)  oalls  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs  the  creature  of 
the  law,  and  that  ve^  prc^terly;  because  the 
taw  eetablisbes  tbe  office^  and  has  the  power 
of  creating  him  to  what  shape  the  Legisla- 
ture pleases.  This  being  the  case,  we  have  a 
ri^t  to  create  the  office  imder  such  limitations 
and  restrictions  SB  wethinkproper,proTidedwe 
can  obtain  tbe  consent  of  the 'Senate  ;  but  It  is 
very  improper  to  draw  as  a  ooucloBion,  from 
having  the  power  of  giving  birth  to  a  oreatnre, 
that  we  should  thereiore  bring  forth  a  monster, 
mwely  to  show  we  had  snch  power.  I  call  that 
creature  a  monster  that  bos  not  the  proper  Utnbs 
and  features  of  its  speoiee.  I  think  the  crea- 
ture we  are  forming  is  muuitnral  in  its  propor- 
tions. It  has  been  often  said,  that  the  constitu- 
tion declares  the  Piemdent,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  <rf'  the  Ben^e,  shall  appoint 
this  officer.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  very  true,  and 
BO  is  the  oonotorion  which  an  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Wnrni)  £rom  Virginia  drew  from  it^ 
that  an  officer  must  be  dIaoWged  In  tbe  W17 
be  was  appointed. 

I  believe,  Mr.  Ohairman,  this  qneetion  de- 
pends upon  a  just  construction  of  a  short  clanse 
in  the  constitution.  "The  Freddent  shall 
have  power,  by  and  witJi  the  advioe  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  wpc^t  ambassador^ 
other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  Judgee  of 
Supreme  Conrt,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States,"  Here  ia  no  differenoe  with 
respect  to  the  power  of  the  President  to  moke 
treaties  and  appoint  officers,  only  it  requires  in 
the  one  case  a  larger  nu^ority  to  concur  than 
in  tbe  other.  I  will  not  by  any  means  suppose 
that  goitlemen  mean,  when  they  argue  in  favor 
of  removal  by  the  Prendent  alone,  to  oontera- 
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aak  these  gentlemen,  u  there  ii  no  real  or  ima- 
ginary distinction  between  the  uipoiDtment  of 
unbaasadore  and  mioistera,  or  Bocretariee  of 
Foreign  Aii^irs,  whether  they  mean  that  the 
President  ahonld  have  the  power  of  recalling 


officers,"  as  well  as  he  can  remove  yoor  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  ASalrs.  To  be  sure,  they  can- 
not extend  it  to  the  judges ;  because  they  are 
secured  nnder  a  sabsequent  article,  which  de- 
clares they  shall  hold  tbeir  of&ees  during  good 
behavior ;  they  have  an  inheritance  whiott  they 
cannot  be  diveBted  ot,  but  on  ooiiviotJon  of  some 
crime.  Bnt  I  presome  gentlemen  mean  to  f^ply 
it  to  all  those  who  have  not  an  inheritance  in 
their  offloes.  In  this  case,  it  takes  the  whole 
power  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  create  an 
officer,  bnt,  half  the  power  can  nncreate  him. 
Borely  a  law  paffiedby  the  whcrie  Le^slatnre 
cannot  be  repealed  by  one  branch  of  it;  so  I 
conceive,  in  the  case  of  appointments,  it  reqnirea 
the  same  force  to  sapersede  an  officer  as  to  pat 
him  in  office. 

I  acknowledge,  that  the  elanse  relative  to  im- 
peachment is  for  the  benefit  of  the  people ;  it  is 
intended  to  enable  their  representatives  to  bring 
a  bad  officer  to  instice  who  is  screened  by  the 
Pretddent ;  hot  I  do  not  conceive,  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Oarolino,  (Mr. 
Smftk,)  that  it  by  any  means  exolndes  the  nsoal 
ways  of  enperseding  officers.  It  is  said  in  the 
oonstitntion,  that  the  House  shsU  have  the  power 
of  choosing  their  own  officers.  We  have  chosen 
a  derk,  and,  I  am  natisfled,  a  verr  capable  one ; 
hot  will  any  gentleman  contend  we  may  not 
discharge  him  and  choose  another  and  another 
aa  often  as  we  see  caoset  And  so  it  is  tn  every 
other  instance ;  where  they  have  the  power  to 
make,  they  have  likewise  Uie  power  to  nmnake. 
It  will  be  said  by  gentlemen,  that  the  power  to 
make  does  not  imply  the  power  of  immnliing ; 
bnt  I  believe  they  will  find  very  few  exceptions 
in  the  United  States.  ' 

Mr.  SHBBiuir. — I  wish,  Mr.  Chi^rman,  that 
Uie  words  may  be  left  ont  ctf  the  bill,  withoat 
giving  np  the  qnastion  either  way  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure.  Many  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  advocate  tliis  olanse  have  labor- 
ed to  show  that  the  Preddent  has,  constitu- 
tionally, the  power  of  removal.  If  this  be  a 
well-founded  opinion,  they  ought  not  to  let  the 
words  remain  in  the  bill,  beoaose  they  are  of 
snch  a  nature  as  to  imply  that  he  had  not  the 
power  before  it  was  granted  him  by  the  law. 

If  gentlemen  would  consent  to  make  a  gene- 
'  ral  law,  declaring  the  jiroper  mode  of  removal, 
I  think  we  should  acqoire  a  greater  degree  of 
unanimity,  which,  on  this  occasion,  must  be 
better  than  carrying  the  question  agunst  alarge 
nnnority. 

The  cell  for  the  qneetion  being  now  very  ge- 
neral it  was  put^  shall  the  words  "  to  be  r«nov- 
able  by  the  nendent,"  be  struck  ontt 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative;  being  yeas 
90,  nays  81. 


WxDmsoAT,  Jane  34. 
I>q>artmtnt  tff  Ihreign  Affiiin. 

The  engrossed  bill  "for  establishing  an  Ex- 
ecutive Department,  to  be  denominated  the  De- 
partment of  For«gn  Afiairs,"  was  read  tha 
third  time. 

Mr.  ScvTEB.— This  bill  appears  to  my  mind 
BO  subversive  of  the  oonstitntion,  and  io  its  con- 
sequences so  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  that  I  cannot  consent  to  let  it  pass 
without  expreaung  my  detestation  of  the  prin- 
oiide  it  contains.  I  do  it  in  this  public  manner, 
in  order  to  fulffi  what  I  think  to  be  my  duty  to 
my  country,  and  to  discharge  myself  of  any 
o6ncem  in  a  matter  that  I  do  not  approve. 

Mr.  Faob  discovered  the  fate  of  the  bill ;  he 
knew  it  must  pass,  but,  nevertheless,  he  would 
decidedly  give  it  his  negative,  and  he  hoped 
the  respectable  minority  wluch  he  had  the 
honor  of  voting  with  hitherto  on  the  qnestion 
of  removability,  would  unite  with  him  firmly 
in  their  opposition;  and  in  order  to  record  to 
their  constituents  the  sentiments  they  main- 
tained, he  moved  to  take  the  qneetion  by  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

One-fifth  of  the  members  present  joined  in 
requiring  the  yeas  and  nays ;  whereupon  they 
were  taken,  and  are, 

Tkas, — Heun.  Ames,  Banaon,  Bondinot,  Browi^ 
Barks,  C&dwaUder,  Canoll,  Cljmer,  Coolae,  Fit»- 
rimoni,  Gilrnan.  Ghxtdbiu,  Griffin,  Hartley,  Hrartar, 
Huger,  Lairreace,  Lee,  MadiKu,  Mooro,  Huhlcn- 
b«^,  Schnreman,  Seott,  Sedgwick,  Seaay,  Sinnict- 
soo,  SylveiCer,  TmnibDil,  and  Vining.— 29. 

Natb Mesan.   Coles,   Gerry,    Grout,    Hathors, 

Hiuitington,  Jackson,  Leonard,  livermore.  Hat- 
thews,  Fi^  Parker,  Partridge,  Van  Rennelacr, 
Shaiman,  Smith,  oT  MaiyUod,  Smith,  of  South  Caio- 
lina,  Stone,  Stugis,  Sumter,  Thatober,  Totter,  and 
White.— 22. 

So  the  question  was  determined  in  tiie  affir- 
mative, and  the  clerk  directed  to  carry  the  hm 
to  the  Senate,  and  desire  their  ccmoarrenoe. 

Jfeparlmmt  <tf  War. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  cm 
the  bill  tbr  establishing  the  Department  of  War. 
Mr.  Tbukbuu.  in  the  ch^r. 

Mr.  Benson  proposed,  with  respect  to  the 
Secretary's  being  removable  by  the  Preddent, 
a  eimilar  unendment  to  that  which  had  been 
obtained  in  the  bill  establishing  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs.  i 

Mr.  tJOBRUAii  thooght  it  nnneceesary  to  load 
this  bin  with  any  words  on  that  subject ;  he 
conceived  the  gentleman  ongfat  to  be  satiafled 
with  having  had  the  priudple  established  in  the 
other  bill. 

Mr.  Pioi  was  of  the  same  opinion,  but  for- 
ther  thought  it  a^aed  a  donbt,  even  in  the 
ndnd  of  the  m^ority,  of  the  truth  of  their  prin- 
ciples, and  they  wanted,  by  repetition,  to  force 
that  upon  the  mind  wbicb  was  not  impressed  by 
right  reason.  The  queetion  on  the  amendment 
was  taken  without  nuther  debate,  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  twent^-fbor  to  twen^-two. 
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Borne  other  mull  alterations  beins  made,  the 
eoDniiittea  n»e,  and  reported  the  biU  as  amend- 
ed; which  being  pardj  oomideKd,  th«  Hoose 
i^joumed. 

TBUB8DAT,  Jnne  26. 
D^arttnent  of  War. 
He  House  reenmed  the  oonaiderotios  of  the 
cmaidmmtH  reported  b^  the  Committee  of  the 
Vbde  to  the  bill  for  eatabliahing  the  War  De- 
partmeiit-  which  beins  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
oriered  tobe  engroflsed. 

Trtaiu/ry  D^etrUMnt. 

Hie  House  then  resolved  itaelf  Into  a  Oom- 

iBttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing 

tiw  Treasary  Department,  Ht.  TBUiisru,  in 

tin  chair.    The  second  claose  being  nnder  con- 


Vr.  Paox  objected  to  the  words  miAing  it 
Ibe  dntj  of  the  Secretary  to  "  digest  and  report 
^BH  for  the  improvement  and  management  of 
the  rarenne,  KoA  the  support  of  the  poblic 
credit ; "  obeerring  that  it  might  be  well  enough 
to  o^in  upon  him  the  dntf  of  making  ont  and 
prqwring  esdmmtea ;  bot  to  go  en;  fbrther 
Tonld  be  a  dan^wwu  innovation  npon  the  con- 
Nitntioiul  privilege  of  this  Eonse;  It  would 
cnate  an  undue  hiflnenoe  within  these  walls, 
becaose  members  mi^^t  be  led,  by  the  deference 
eommonly  paid  to  men  of  abilities,  who  give  an 
opiniiKi  in  a  case  the;  have  thorougblj  stndied, 
to  aoiqiort  the  minister's  plan,  even  against 
tbrir  ownjndgment.  Nor  would  the  mischief 
rtop  here ;  it  would  eatablish  a  precedent  whtnh 
might  be  extended,  until  we  admitted  all  the 
■iniitaB  of  the  Government  on  the  floor,  to 
•z^Bn  and  aopport  the  plans  they  have  digwt- 
cd  and  reported :  tfaoa  laying  a  foundation  for 
■n  ariatocraoy  or  a  detestable  monarchj, 

Mr.  TrOKxa. — The  objection  made  by  the 
gwillnman  near  me  ia,  ondonbtedly,  well  fomid- 
•d.  I  think  it  proper  to  etrike  ont  all  the 
words  alhded  to,  bewise  the  following  are  snf- 
fideot  to  answer  every  valnaUe  purpose,  name- 
ly, "to  prepare  and  report  estimates  of  the 
public  revenne  and  pnblio  ezpenditnrea."  If 
we  aothorin  faim  to  prepare  and  report  plans, 
it  win  create  an  intwrarenoe  of  the  eieoutjve 
vilh  the  lq;islative  powers ;  it  will  abridge  the 
pvticiilar  privilege  of  this  Eonee;  for  the  oon- 
tftotion  ezpreea^  dedarea,  that  all  bills  for 
Turiag  revenne  shall  originate  in  the  Boose  of 
Befimeaitatirefl.  How  can  the  bnsineee  origi- 
Btfe  in  this  HooBB,  if  we  have  it  reported  to  ns 
by  die  IGnister  of  finance )  All  the  inibrma- 
tni  that  can  be  reqoired,  may  be  caQed  for, 
without  adopting  a  danse  that  may  nndermine 
tba  aatbori^  of  this  Hoose,  and  tha  seonrity  of 
the  peopla.  The  ocmatitntion  has  pointed  ont 
Ae  px^MT  method  of  oommnnlcalion  betwe«i 
the  executive  and  legislative  departments;  it  is 
Made  the  dnly'of  the  Preodent  to  give,  from 
time  to  time,  information  to  Oongrees  of  the 
Mte  of  the  Uyioa,  and  t*  recommend  to  their 
— " lanch  nwasnrea  as  he  ihall  Jndge 
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revenue  jJans  are 
to  be  prepared  and  reported  to  Congress,  here 
ifl  the  proper  person  to  do  it ;  he  is  responaible 
to  the  people  for  what  he  reoommenda,  and  will 
be  more  cautious  than  any  other  person  to 
whom  a  less  degree  of  responsibility  is  attach- 
ed. Under  this  clause,  yon  give  the  Becretary 
of  the  Treasury  a  right  Xo  obtrude  npon  you 
plana,  not  only  nndigested,  but  even  improper 
to  be  taken  op. 

I  hope  the  Honse  is  not  already  weaiy  of  ex- 
ecuting and  sustaining  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  the  oonstitntion ;  and  yet  it  woold  ar- 
gi\e  that  we  thought  onrselvea  leas  adequate  to 
determine  than  any  individual  what  burthens 
our  constitnents  are  equal  to  bear.  This  is  not 
answering  the  high  eipectations  that  were 
formed  of  our  exertions  ibr  the  general  good, 
or  of  OUT  vigilance  in  guarding  onr  own  and  the 
people's  rights.  In  ^ort,  Hr.  Chairman,  I  can 
never  agree  to  have  money  bills  orisinafed  and 
forced  npon  this  Honse  by  a  man  destitute  of 
legislative  authority,  while  the  constitntioD  ^vea 
such  power  solely  to  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tives ;  for  this  reason,  I  cheerfhlly  second  tlie 
motion  for  striking  out  the  words. 

Jt,  BxNSON'. — If  the  proposed  amendment 
prevail,  the  bill  will  be  nearly  nugatory.  The 
most  important  service  that  can  be  rendered  by 
a  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Finance,  is  that  of  digesting  ana  re- 
porting plana  for  the  improvement  of  the  rove- 
nue,  and  supportiDg  public  credit ;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  aball  deapair  of  ever  seeing  your  reve- 
nne improved,  or  the  national  credit  supported, 
unless  the  business  is  submitted  into  the  handa 
of  an  able  individual.  I  thought  this  snl^Ieal 
was  well  understood,  from  the  debate  on  the 
original  motion.  It  was  then  insisted  upon  by 
an  honorable  gentleman,  Ur,  Qebst,  who  op- 
posed the  appomtment  of  a  Becretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  his  important  duties  ought  to  be 
"  to  consider  of  the  means  of  improving  the 
revenne,  and  introdocing  economy  into  the  ez- 
penditnrea, and  to  recoomiend  general  syBtems 
of  revenue."  Now,  what  more  than  thte  ia  ro- 
quired  by  the  clause? 

For  my  part,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  how  the 
privilege  of  the  House  is  infringed.  Can  any 
of  the  Secretary's  plans  be  called  bills )  Will 
they  be  reported  in  such  a  form  even  T  But  ad- 
mitting they  were,  they  do  not  become  bills, 
unless  they  are  sanctioned  by  the  House ;  much 
leas  is  the  danger  that  they  will  pass  into  laws 
without  full  examination  by  both  Honaes  and 
the  Preaident  From  this  view  of  the  subject, 
so  &r  is  the  clause  from  wpearing  dangerous, 
that  I  believe  it  discovers  itself  to  be  not  only 
porfeotly  safe,  bnt  essentially  necessary ;.  and 
withont  it  ia  retained,  the  great  olgeot  of  tbe 
bill  will  be  defeated. 

Mr,  GoonKDB. — We  certainly  cany  onr  ^g- 
nity  to  the  extreme,  when  we  refuse  to  receive 
information  fVom  any  bnt  ourselves.  It  must 
be  admitted,  that  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
will,  from  the  nature  of  hia  offioe,  be  better  ao- 
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quoted  with  the  subject  of  improving  the  re- 
Tenoa  or  cortailing  expenw,  than  bbj  other 
person ;  if  he  is  thos  cap&bia  of  affording  nse- 
ml  informatjon,  ifaoll  we  reckon  it  hazardoi  ' 
receive  iti  For  mrpart,  when  I  wftnt  to  a 
a  pardcnlor  oltject,  i  nerer  sbat  m;  ears  agtdnst 
infbrmatioo  likelj  to  enable  me  to  secure  it 

Mr.  P&OB. — I  cut  never  consent  to  establiah, 
by  law,  tliiB  interference  of  an  eiecntire  officer 
in  boriiHM  of  It^iaUtion;  it  maf  be  well 
enon^  In  an  abeolote  monarch?,  for  a  minister 
to  oome  to  a  ParUament  with  his  plans  in  his 
bands,  and  order  them  to  be  enregiatered  or  en- 
ftcted ;  bnt  this  practice  does  not  obt^  even  in 
a  limited  raonarchy  like  Britain.  The  minister 
there,  who  introdDoea  his  plana,  most  be  a 
member  of  the  Honae  of  Oommona.  The  man 
would  be  treated  with  indignation,  who  ahonld 
attempt  in  that  conntry  t4)  bring  his  schemes  be- 
fore Parliament  in  any  other  w^  Now,  why 
we,  in  the  free  republio  of  the  United  States, 
shonld  introduoe  each  a  novelty  in  le^slation,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  concave.  The  constitntion  ex- 
prraely  delegates  to  as  ttie  bnsinees  of  the  reve- 
Doe;  DOT  constitnenta  have  confidence  in  na, 
because  tboy  snppoee  ns  acquainted  witli  their 
(drcomstanees ;  they  expect,  in  conseqnenoe  of 
titis  knowledge,  we  will  not  attampt  t«  load 
them  with  i^jodicioos  or  oppressive  taxes ;  bat 
they  have  no  sach  seoority,  if  we  are  blindly  to 
follow  perliaps  an  unskilful  minister.  It  does 
net  answer  me,  Ur.  Chairman,  to  say  the  Eonse 
boa  a  right  of  deliberating  and  deciding  apon 
these  plima,  becaose  we  may  be  told,  if  you 
pnme  away  this  part  or  that  part  of  the  Sys- 
tran, yon  destroy  its  efficiency.  Therefore  we 
must  act  with  oantion;  w^  mnst  either  take  or 
r^ect  the  whole ;  bat  if  we  r^ect  the  whole, 
sir,  we  are  Co  depend  apon  ourselves  for  a  sab- 
Btitatd.  How  are  we  to  fbrm  onet  For  my 
part,  I  abonld  not  despair,  that  the  nnitad  wis- 
dom of  this  Honse  ooold  procare  one ;  but  if  we 
are  to  do  this  in  the  second  instance,  why  can- 
not we  attempt  it  in  the  first?  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  our  cslling  npon  this  or  any  other  officer 
for  information ;  but  it  is  certainly  improper  to 
have  him  authorized  by  law  to  introde  upon  as 
whatever  he  may  think  proper.  I  presume,  sir, 
it  is  not  supposed  by  the  worthy  gentleman 
from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Bbnbon)  that  we  shall  be 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  information  woold  be 
naefnl  or  proper  for  us  to  reqaire,  that  we  most 
have  this  officer  to  present  us  with  what  he 
chooses.  When  the  President  requires  an  opin- 
ion of  him,  the  constitution  demands  him  to 
give  it;  so  under  the  law,  let  hjni  send  his 
opinion  in  here  when  it  is  asked  for.  If  any 
farther  power  is  given  him,  it  will  come  to  thw 
at  last:  we,  like  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  sfaaU 
meet  to  rejfister  what  he  dictates.  Either  these 
reports  of  the  Secretary  are  to  have  weight,  or 
they  are  not;  if  they  are  to  have  weight,  the 
House  acts  nnder  a  foreign  inflaenca,  which  is 
altogether  improper  and  impolitic ;  if  they  are 
to  have  no  weight,  we  impose  a  naeleMdnty  upon 
the  officer,  and  sach  aa  is  no  mark  o£  onr  wisdom. 


Mr.  Akzs  hoped  the  subject  mi^t  be  tmted 
with  condor  aiid  libaraUty;  he  tfapptmei  ths 
olyectdtHis  ware  made  on  thoae  prindpln,  siid 
therefore  required  a  serious  answer.  The 
worthy  gentleman  who  first  expreeeed  hii  aver- 
sion to  Uia  clanae  seemed  to  be  appreheasTt 
that  the  power  of  reporting  plans  by  tha 
Secretary  would  be  improper,  becaose  it  ip- 
paared  to  hm  to  interfere  with  the  legisUtiTB 
duty  of  the  House,  which  the  House  o^ght  not 
to  relinquish. 

Whenever  it  is  a  qnestioil,  Mr.  Speaker,  said 
he,  whether  this  Honse  on^t,  or  onght  not,  to 
cstAblisb  offices  to  exercise  a  part  of  tlie  power 
of  either  branch  of  ^le  Giovemment,  thus  ue 
two  points  which  I  take  into  eonsideraiian,  in 
order  to  lead  my  mind  to  a  just  dedsitn ;  Siet, 
whether  the  proposed  disposition  is  useful ;  ud, 
second,  wbetlipr  it  can  l^  safely  gnawed  from 
abosa  Now  I  take  it,  ur,  that  £e  House  by 
their  order  for  bringing  in  a  bill  to  establUi  the 
Treasary  Department  in  this  way,  have  deter- 
mined tiie  point  of  ntility ;  or,  have  they  emi 
in  adopting  that  opinion,  I  will  slightly  mske 
an  inquiry.  How  does  it  tend  to  gen^ti  uiilityl 
The  Secretary  is  presumed  to  acqnire  the  best 
knowledge  ol  the  subject  of  finance  of  any 
member  of  the  commnnity.  Now,  if  thii  Hooift 
Is  to  act  on  the  best  knowledge  of  circomstaQ- 
cea,  it  seems  to  follow  logically  that  the  HoiM 
mnst  obtain  evidence  from  that  officer ;  the  best 
way  of  doing  this  will  be  publicly  from  ths 
officer  himself,  by  making  it  his  duty  to  fiinush 
us  with  it.  It  will  not  be  denied,  sir,  that  this 
officer  will  ba  better  acquainted  with  his  bmi- 
ness  than,  other  people  can  be.  It  liee  within 
his  department  to  have  a  oompreben^ye  view 
of  the  state  of  the  pnblio  revenues  and  expendi- 
tures. Ha  will,  by  his  superintfinding  pow«r 
over  the  collection,  be  able  to  discover  aboM^ 
if  any,  in  that  department,  and  to  form  ttw 
most  eligible  plan  to  remedy  or  prevent  tlw 
evil  From  his  information  respecting  mondf 
transactions,  he  may  be  able  to  point  out  the 
best  mode  for  suppcoting  tha  public  credit;  in- 
deed, these  seem  to  ma  to  be  the  great  ot^eoti 
of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  LiTBBifOBB. — I  shall  vote  for  sbikiBg 
out  the  clause,  because  I  concave  it  essentially 
necessary  so  to  do.  The  power  of  originating 
money  bills  within  these  walls,  I  look  upon  aa 
a  sacred  deposit  which  we  may  neither  vitdala 
nor  divest  ourselves  o^  although  at  first  view  it 
may  appear  of  little  importance  who  shall  fonn 
a  plan  for  the  improvemoit  of  tbe  revenw 
Although  every  information  t«nding  to  effect 
this  fn'eat  object  may  be  gratefiilly  received  bf 
this  Honse,  yet  it  behoves  us  to  consider  te 
what  this  olanse  may  lead,  and  where  itwaf 
terminate.  Might  it  not,  by  construction,  be 
said  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  tb« 
sole  right  of  digesting  and  reporting  plana  for 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue?  This  ooi' 
struction  may  appear  a  little  extraordinary,  but 
it  is  not  more  so  than  some  construdjons  here- 
tofore pnt  npon  other  w<wds;  but  however  ez< 
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MDrdiuf?  it  DU?  be,  it  may  take  place,  and  1 
think  tlie  best  way  to  aroid  it,  will  be  to  leare 
oBttbe  words  altogether.  It  is  certtdnlj  im- 
praper  that  saj  pernon,  not  expreml?  intnuted 
b;  ow  constitnenta  with  the  priTilege  of  taking 
their  mooej,  ehoald  direct  the  qnaittDm  and  the 
Buuicrin  which  to  tak«  it 

Mr.  Shwwick. — If  the  prindple  preTails  for 
caitaiEflg  thia  part  of  the  Seoretarj'a  dot;,  we 
■hd]  hwe  the  adTantagca  which  the  proposed 
iptaa  waa  intmded  to  aoaaire.  The  improTe- 
imtaaimaiiagaiientofa>e  reTenne  is  a  mb- 
jat  that  moat  be  iiivectigat«d  by  a  man  of  abili- 
tJN  and  inde&tigahle  inditstry,  if  we  mean  to 
bare  our  btMiDeea  advantageoiulj  done.  If 
bmofaUa  gentlemen  will  for  a  moment  consider 
Su  pecnliw  dromnatanoea  of  thia  oonntrj,  the 
BNani  of  inlbnnatiiHt  attaiiiable  bj  the  indivi- 
Aul  memben  of  this  Home,  and  compare  them 
vith  tlM  object  thej  hare  to  porsae,  t^ej  will 
fUnlj  p«ro^Te  the  neceenty  of  oalUng  to  their 
■id  the  advantage*  reeohing  from  an  establiah- 
■nl  like  the  one  contemplated  in  thtf  bill ;  if 
Avj  wei^  theee  dimunstanoes  careftill;,  their 
fltNetiorMt  I  tnut,  will  Taniah. 

Mr.  BoDsiKOT. — A  proper  Jealon^  for  the 
Ebatr  of  the  people  ia  commendable  in  those 
who  are  ^ipointM  and  sworn  to  be  ita  fidthftil 
(Bvdiane;  oat  when  thia  spirit  is  carried  so  br 
M  to  lose  nght  of  its  object,  and  instead  of  lead- 
iag  to  an^  n^ee  on  to  Uie  precipice  of  min, 
*e  oogfat  to  be  oareM  how  we  reoeive  its  im- 
pnakais.  80  &r  ia  the  present  meaaore  frpm 
bong  iqjmions  to  liberty,  that  it  is  contdatent 
with  the  tme  interest  md  proeperlty  of  the 
tommimitj.  Are  gentlemen  apprehenraTe  we 
Aill  be  lad  by  this  officer  to  adcqit  plans  we 
(honld  otherwise  rdeot?  For  taj  part,  I  have 
a  heUer  ot^aloo.  of  the  penetration  of  the  repre- 
mtatiwi  of  the  people  than  to  dread  any  anch 
Tisonary  phantom. 

Let  ns  consider  whether  this  power  ia  eesen- 
tially  neceaaarj  to  the  Cktvemment.  I  take  it 
to  be  conceded  hj  the  gentlemen,  that  it  is 
atedotelf  so.  They  say  they  are  witling  to 
itniTe  the  information  beosoae  it  may  be  ser- 
TieeaUe,  but  do  not  chooee  to  have  it  commnni- 
caud  in  this  way.  If  the  Secretary  of  tlie 
%«ainry  ia  the  proper  person  to  give  tiie  infor- 
■Mioi),  I  can  see  no  other  mode  of  obtaining  it 
Siat  wonld  be  so  nsefiil.  Do  gentlemen  mean 
that  be  ehaD  give  it  pieoameal,  by  way  of  qnee- 
■jonandaiiswert  Tins  will  tend  more  to  mislead 
ttan  to  inform  na.  If  we  wonld  Jndge  npon 
■7  lattieet,  it  wonld  be  better  to  have  it  in  one 
liar  and  completa  view,  than  to  inspect  it  by 
toachmente;  wedkonld  lose  the  great  whole  in 
the  mumtin,  and,  instead  of  a  eyatem,  ebonld 
present  oar  constitaeDts  with  a  stmctnre  com- 
posed of  diaootdant  parts,  coonteractiug  and 
dcfcrting  the  opentioa  of  each  other's  proper- 
tiea 

Mr.  HaBtLZT  rose  to  express  his  eenti- 
■aorta,  as  he  did  <m  every  ooM^on,  with  diffi- 
dence in  bis  own  atnhtiee ;  bnt  he  looked  upon 
tfaa  danaa  aa  both  imaaft  and  inoooaistant  with 


the  constitntion.  He  thought  the  gentleman 
last  np  proved  too  m»ch  by  his  Brgmnents ;  be 
proved  that  the  House  of  Representatives  was, 
in  fact,  unnecessary  and  nseleea ;  that  one 
person  conld  be  a  better  Jndge  of  the  means  to 
miprove  and  manage  the  revenue,  and  support 
the  national  credit,  than  the  whole  body  of  Con- 
gross.  This  kind  of  doctrine,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  indelicate  in  a  repnblic,  and  strikes 
at  the  root  of  all  legislation  fbnnded  upon  the 
great  democratic  principle  of  representation. 
It  is  true,  mistakes,  and  very  injurious  ones, 
have  been  made  oa  tiis  subject  of  finance  by 
some  State  Legislatures;  bnt  I  would  ratber 
submit  to  this  evil,  than,  by  my  voice,  eetablidt 


ly  of  opinioQ  it  is  necessary  and  nsefbl  to  take 
measures  for  obtaining  other  information  than 
what  members  cui  aoqnire  in  their  characters 

citizens ;  therefore,  I  am  in  &vor  of  the  pres- 
ent bill ;  bat  I  think  these  words  too  strong.  If 
it  was  modified  so  as  to  oblige  him  to  have  his 
plans  ready  for  this  Honse  when  they  are  asked 
for,  I  shonld  be  satisfled ;  but  to  establish  a  legal 
right  In  an  officer  to  ol>trnde  his  sentiments 
perpetDBlly  on  this  body  is  disagreeable,  and  it 
is  dangerons,  inarannoh  as  the  right  is  conveyed 
in  words  of  donbtfiil  import,  and  conveying 
powers  ezclnsively  vestea  by  the  constitntion 
in  this  House. 

Hr.  Qerrt  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  the 
object  of  the  claoee ;  that  was,  to  get  all  the  in- 
formation possible  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
the  revenne,  because  he  thought  this  informa- 
tion would  bemnoh  reqnired,  if  he  judged  ftvm 
the  load  of  pobUo  debt^  and  the  present  inabihty 
of  the  people  to  oontnbnte  lai^gely  towards  iU 
rednction. 

He  conld  not  help  observing,  however,  the 
great  d^ree  of  importance  they  were  giving 
this,  and  the  other  ezecative  officers.  If  the 
doctrine  of  having  prime  and  great  ministers  of 
stale  was  once  well  eetabliahed,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  we  should  soon  see  them  distinguished 
by  a  green  or  red  ribbon,  or  other  insignia  of 
court  fkvor  and  patronage.  He  wished  gentle- 
men were  aware  of  what  consequences  these 
things  lead  to,  that  they  might  exert  a  greater 
degree  of  cantion. 

The  practice  of  Parliament  In  Britain  is  first 
to  determine  the  sum  they  will  grant^and  then 
refer  the  subject  to  a  Oconmittce  of  Ways  and 
Means:  this  might  be  a  proper  mode  to  be  pur- 
sued in  this  House. 

Do  gentiemen,  sdd  he,  consider  the  impor- 
tance of  the  power  they  give  the  officer  by  the 
clause !  Is  it  not  part  of  onr  legislative  author- 
ity 1  And  does  not  the  constitution  expressly 
declare  that  the  House  solely  shall  exercise  the 
power  of  originating  rovenue  lulls  t  Now,  what 
is  meant  by  reporting  plans  f  It  surely  includes 
the  idea  of  originating  money  bills,  that  i^  a 
hill  for  improving  the  revenue,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  bringing  revenne  into  the  treasury. 
For  if  be  is  to  report  jdans,  they  onght  to  be  re- 
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ported  in  a  proper  form,  and  oomptete.  TbU 
II  ^ving  an  indireot  voioe  in  legisUtiTe  bnai- 
Doaa  to  an.  exacative  offloer.  If  thia  be  not  tbe 
meaning  of  the  clause,  let  gentlemen  say  what 
is,  and  to  what  extent  it  ^sll  go ;  but  if  nxf 
OQDBtmction  ia  trae,  we  are  giving  up  the  most 
esaential  privilege  vested  in  as  by  toe  constita- 
tion.  But  what  doee  this  ugnify?  The  officer  is 
re^nsible,  and  we  are  seonre.  This  reaponsi* 
bUitj  is  made  an  argoment  in  favor  of  everj 
extension  of  power.  I  shocdd  be  glad  to  nnder- 
stand  the  term.  Gentlemen  aaj  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  responsible  for  the  infonua- 
tioa  be  gives  the  Honse — in  what  manner  does 
this  responsibility  act?    Suppose  he  reports  a 

Elan  for  Improving  the  revenne,  by  a  tax  which 
e  thinks  jadicioos,  and  one  that  will  be  agree- 
able to  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  but  he 
happens  to  be  deceived  in  his  opinion,  that  his 
tax  IS  obnoxioos,  and  ezdtes  a  popular  clamor 
usinat  the  miniatar — what  is  tlie -advantage  of 
his  responsibility  t  Nothing.  Few  men  de- 
serve punialiment  for  the  error  of  opinion ;  all 
diat  ooold  be  done  wonid  be  to  repeal  the  law, 
and  be  more  cautious  in  future  in  depending 
implicitly  on  tbe  jadgment  of  a  man  who  had 
led  us  into  an  impolitic  measnre.  Suppose  the 
revenne  sbonld  ull  i^ort  of  his  estimate,  is  he 
respondble  fbr  tlte  balance  t  This. will  be  car- 
rying the  idea  fiirther  than  any  Government 
hitherto  has  done.  What  then  is  the  officer  to  b« 
responsible  for,  which  should  induoe  tbe  House 
to  vest  in  him  snoh  extraordinary  powers  t 

Ur.  LAwnztroE. — I  do  not  see  oonsequenoee 
BO  dangeroos  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  appre- 
hend ;  nor  did  they  appear  to  them,  I  believe, 
when  the  sal»eot  was  last  nnder  consideration. 
I  reoolleot,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  difficnlty 
was  made  abont  estAbliahing  this  office,  becaose 
it  was  feared  we  coold  not  find  men  of  snffi- 
dent  abililjes  to  fill  it.  The  duties  were  then 
properly  deemed  of  a  high  and  important  na- 
ture, and  enumerated  as  those  proposed  in  the 
bilL  It  was  supposed  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man, that  the  powers  here  expressed  might  be 
lodged  in  a  board,  because  an  iodiridual  was 
incompetent  to  undertake  the  whole.  Bnt  now 
we  liBva  the  wonderful  sagadty  of  discovering, 
that  if  an  individual  ia  appointed,  be  will  have 
oapadtj  to  form  plans  for  improving  the  re- 
venae  in  saoh  an  advantaceoua  manner,  as  to 
superaede  the  necessity  of  having  tbe  repre- 
sentativee  of  the  people  oonsoltM  on  the  busi- 
ness :  he  will  not  only  perform  the  osnal  duties 
of  a  Treasury  Board,  bnt  be  adequate  to  all  pnr- 

re  of  legidation.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
his  usual  candor  on  this  oooacdon,  which 
will  assure  ue  that  he  has  wire-drawn  his  ar- 
guments. 

Mr.  MADisoiT.^Ailer  hearing  and  weighing 
the  varioos  observations  of  gentlemen,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  see  where  the  danger  lies.  These  are 
precisely  the  words  used  by  the  former  Coo- 
greee,  on  two  oocafflona,  one  in  1783,  the  other 
in  a  sabseqnent  ordiiumoe,  which  established 
tlie  Bevenoe  Board.    The  same  power  was  also 


annexed  to  the  office  of  Saperintendent  of 
Finance,  bnt  I  never  yet  heard  that  any  iocOD- 
venienoe  or  danger  was  e^>erieDoed  from  the 
regulation;  perhuiB,  if  the  power  bad  ben 
more  fiilly  and  frequently  ezeroised,  it  mi^ 
have  contributed  more  to  the  public  good. 

There  is  a  small  probability,  thongn  it  ii  but 
small,  that  an  officer  may  derive  a  wdght  fron 
this  circumstanoe,  and  have  aoBio  degree  ot  in- 
fluence upon  the  dellberatitxiB  of  the  Legisla- 
tnre ;  but  compare  the  dai^ier  likely  to  retoll 
this  olaoB^  with  the  danger  and  Idcob- 

3noe  of  not  havincwdl-flNiiMd  and  digested 

plans,  and  vre  shall  find  infinitely  mwe  to  19- 
prehend.  Inconsistent,  nn^«dnctive,  snd  ex- 
pensive sohemea,  will  bo  more  iiyorione  to  oar 
conatitnente  than  the  undue  iimnenee  whioh 
the  well-digeet«d  plans  of  a  well-informed  <^ 
oer  can  have.  From  a  bad  administxatioiKif 
the  Government,  more  detriment  will  arise  than 
from  any  other  source.  The  want  of  infanna- 
tion  has  oooasioned  mnch  inoonvenienoe  and 
unnecessary  burthens  nnder  some  of  the  State 
Governments.  Let  it  he  our  care  to  avoid  those 
rocks  and  shoals  in  oor  political  voyage^  which 
have  injured,  and  nearly  proved  &U1  to,  many 
'     ir  cotemporary  navigators. 

_  gentleman  has  asked,  what  is  meant  by  re- 
dt>onsibility  t  I  will  answer  him.  There  will  be 
reeponsibihty  in  point  of  ^epntaUon,  at  least  a 
ren>oaBibility  to  tie  pnMio  opinion  with  raqieot 
to  his  abilities ;  and  suppodng  there  is  no  pM' 
sonal  reeponubility,  yet  we  know  that  men  <^ 
talents  and  ability  take  as  mnch  oare  for  the 
preservation  of  tieir  re^ntalion  as  any  other 
species  of  property  of  which  they  are  possessed. 
K  a  sapenor  d^ree  of  wisdom  is  expected  to 
be  dis^ajed  by  them,  they  take  pains  to  pve 
proo&  that  they  poesees  it  in  tbe  moet  oneqid- 
vocal  manner ;  this  of  itself  will  ensure  us  do 
small  degree  of  exertion. 

With  reject  to  originating  mimey  bilK  the 
Honse  has  the  sole  right  to  do  it ;  but  if  tbs 
power  of  reporting  plans  can  be  oonstmsd  t» 
imply  the  power  of  originating  revenne  biHs, 
the  constitution  is  inoonsistent  with  itself  in 
giving  the  Premdent  anthorit?  to  reoommotd 
snoh  measures  as  be  may  think  expedient  or 
necessary ;  bnt  the  oonstmotion  is  too  nnnatn- 
ral  to  require  forther  investigation. 

1  have  admitted  there  is  a  small  probabih^ 
of  a  small  inoonvenienoe,  bnt  I  do  not  think  it 
any  more  an  argument  against  tbs  olansa,  than 
it  would  be  an  argomeift  against  having  win- 
dows m  a  honse,  that  it  is  possible  the  wind  and 
the  rain  m^  get  in  thronnt  the  crevioe& 

Mr.  Srom  was  not  afrsld  of  f^ving  the  offlov 
the  power  of  reporting  plans,  becvise  he  was 
sure  Oongress  would,  in  every  esse,  decide  nptsi 
thdr  own  Judgment  A  future  Congress  woold 
not  pay  snoh  a  defarraice,  even  to  thtat  prede- 
cessors, as  to  follow  in  their  footstepi^  unless 
they  were  oonvinced  of  the  good  polioy  of  thur 
measures.  He  thought  if  the  Honse  wanted  to 
make  use  of  die  information  acquired  by  the^ 
Secretary,  th«7  ought  to  ^Ts  htm  uoUoe  of  their 
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8enat«  on  the  enbject  of  the  wnendmentB  to 
the  Impost  Bill,  reported  that  the  ooniereiiOA 
had  Bgr«ed  to  pass  the  bill  as  amended  bj  tlie 
Senate,  with  some  additional  Bmendments,  tii  : 
the  duly  on  distilled  spirits  of  Jamaica  proo^ 
to  be  redaced  from  fiiteen  eenta  to  ten  cent* 
per  galion.  The  dotj  on  all  other  spirita,  to  be 
reduced  from  twelve  t»  eight  centa  per  galloD. 
The  daty  on  beer,  ale,  porter,  or  older,  imported 
in  casks,  from  eight  to  five  cents  per  gallon. 
The  duty  on  beer  imported  in  bottlea,  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty  cents  per  gdlon.  The 
duty  on  ood,  flxim  three  to  two  oents  per  boaheL 

MoKBAT,  Jnly  IS, 

WtitfmLandt. 

The  Honae  resolved  it«elf  into  ft  Oommittw 

of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Dnion.    Ur. 

BonniNOT  in  the  ohair. 

Hi.  Soorr  reqoested  that  tbe  report  of  tte 
oommittee  on  the  Western  Territory  mi^t  be 
read,  which  was  read  acoordlD^y,  aa  fiiUows: 

Rttohtd,  Thti  it  ii  the  o^idan  of  this  commtttM, 
that  an  aet  of  CoDgreii  ihotLld  paaa  for  eitaUiAfng  * 
LandOffioe,  iidtoregiilatB  tliii<iwmirfpTMtti.i»»t- 
■       '  I  intbsWBitamTeni- 


saiiseqi]«it]y,  something  of  this  kind 


[  thought  the  principle  hdd  np 
by  tlrn  daose,  was  absolutely  neceaaary  to  b« 
rMrii«d.  It  was  of  snoh  a  natnre  as  to  force 
ilsdf  npcm  them  ;  therefore ,  it  was  in  vu 
ItMnpt  to  elude  it  by  anbterfiige.  It  was  owing 
,  to  tbe  great  abilities  of  a  finanoier,  that  France 
had  been  able  to  make  the  exertions  we  were 
witpSMca  of  a  few  years  ago,  vithoat  embarrass- 
inftbenatioD.  Thisableman,  after  considerably 
improTing  the  national  revenne,  waa  displaced ; 
bst  neh  was  tlie  importaooe  of  the  officer,  that 
he  hii  becm  restored  again. 

Mr,  B&u>wiif. — I  do  not  see  what  wo 
mdiBg  agunst  by  striking  oat  the  words, 
IM  gMitlemen  mean  to  go  ao  fitr  as  to  introdace 
>  pioblbitory  clanse,  sad  declare  that  the  8eore- 
twy  of  the  TreosDry  shall  be  restnuned  from 


S»tt 


hiviiK  him  attend  to  this  branch  of  the  buM- 
neaa,  I  cannot  see  how  to  avoid  it.  Suppose  the 
officer  is  a  bad  man,  and  there  are  others  like 
him  in  this  Honse,  (for  this  must  be  what  the 
pntlemen  are  afraid  iA\)  and  soppoee  he  has 
mepared  a  scheme  for  pecnlation,  which  he 
Mpea  to  get  adopted  by  maUtig  dnpee  of  the 
bnest  part;  how  are  yon  to  hinder  it  fh>m 
bsiag  brought  fbrward  t  Osunot  his  friends  in- 
irodnoe  it  as  their  own,  by  makingand  seoond- 
iag  a  motion  (br  that  purpose!  Will  yon  ro- 
itruB  him  from  havii^  access  to  the  members 
oat  ot  doors  t  And  cannot  he  inftise  his  dan- 
prons  and  specious  arguments  and  information 
into  them  as  wtSl  iaVte  closet,  as  by  a  pitblio 
and  official  oommnnioation !  Bnt,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, can  this  House,  or  if  it  can,  will  it  prevent 
Miy  erf  their  ooostitnents  fWnn  bringing  before 
titan  plans  for  the  relief  of  grievancee  or  op- 
-    Every  individual  of  the  oommonity 


rial,  or  remonstranoe,  . 

decent  manner.    How  then  do  you  propose  to 

twttain  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I 

I  think  the  clanse  is  veiy  well  as  it  stands, 
■d  than  therefbre  be  agtinst  the  amendment 

Mr.  Pasx'b  motlmi  for  striking  out  the  olanse 
being  put  and  negatived; 

Tbe  qaeation  on  Vt.  Frmnnnr'a  motion  to 
Himid  the  bill,  by  striking  out  tlte  word  rep<n^ 
Md  inaarting  prepare,  waa  taken  ood  oarried  by 
a  gnat  m^OTity. 

After  which  the  Honae  a^jonmed. 

Fsii>i.T,  June  SO. 

A  nnmber  of  the  members  attending  the  in- 

tsesting  oonferenee  which  to-day  took  place 

with  the  Senate  on  the  impost  and  tonnage 

biHa,  no  bonneea  was  done  in  thta  Houae. 

B^nrmuT,  June  ST. 

StBuuttBiU. 

Mr.  BoiTDDTOT,  fhnn  the  managers  on  the 

(Mef  this  Hone  in  tlie  ouiftevDoe  with  the 

Tot.  I— 6 


Mr.  SooTT. — In  endeavoring,  nr,  to  open  the 
interesting  snbjeot  now  before  yon,  I  ahul  avoid 
the  repetition  of  theae  ideas  which  I  tfaiew  ont 
on  a  former  occa^on,  as  &r  as  my  memerj  will 
serve  me,  and  the  nature  of  the  sat;|eet  will 
permit. 

This  subject,  sir,  will  appear  of  great  magci- 
tode  in  point  of  int«rest,  if  we  consider  the  ex- 
tent of  the  territory  ■  I  think  I  shall  not  be  fcr 
beyond  the  mark,  if  I  s^  it  is  one  thousand 
miles  long  by  five  hnndred  broad ;  nor  if  I  a&y 
it  Is  anfficient  to  oontain  two  miUions  of  Ihnns ; 
nevertheUes,  for  greater  oantion,  say  it  will 
contun  one  million,  (which  is  notorionaty  inl 
greatly  within  the  retd  contents,)  and  that  each 
of  these  fvrmi  ma;  be  peopled  by  six  aonls, 
they  will  amount  to  six  millinna  of  inhiAitanta, 
doable  tbe  number  of  the  preaent  inhabitants  of 
the  nmted  States.  From  this  view,  it  is  «»  ob- 
ject of  great  conoera.  It  will  appear  dso  an  ob- 
ject of  concern,  if  we  contemplate  the  climate, 
the  soil,  and  the  waters  of  that  country ;  consi- 
der that  it  liee  in  the  heart  of  the  temperate 
£one;  its  soii  infinitely  more  ridl  and  more  fbr- 
tile  than  any  in  the  Atlantio  States ;  its  water* 
pure  and  good — hi  a  word,  tt  ie  snch  a  territory 
as  most  command  inhabitants,  and  will  be  peo- 
pled. Its  aitnatEon  is  the  middle  ef  our  oonti- 
nent,  gives  the  climate  a  salubrity  tiiat  acoom- 
modatee  it  to  the  emigrente  from  boUh  Ner^iem 
and  Southern  States.  It  is  meeting  them  on  a 
nuddle  ground,  aoftening  the  harsH  restrictiMU 
of  the  rugged  North,  and  breathing  bland  the 
zephyr  gratefhl  to  the  sun-eoorched  South.  In 
short,  it  is  such  as  gives  to  aH  who  have  seen  it 
the  ntmoet  satisfiuitlon— 4t  is  boiii  healthy  and 
agreeable. 

It  m«y  fohaipt  be  otifeated,  tliat  tbe  nwft- 
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nira  now  pHqKMd  will  lead  or  toad  to  a 
depopnlatdoii  of  the  Atlantic  8t«t«i,  and  then- 
fbre  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  Thii  is  a  cir- 
onnuttance  I  b^  no  mwoi  witHi.  I  am  as  far 
from  desiring  a  depopolation  of  ib«  Atlantic 
■hores,  as  I  am  from  fearing  it  on  this  ground.  I 
am  confident  it  will  not  operate  in  on;  consider- 
able degree  to  bring  aboat  th^  event ;  bnt  if  it 
should  be  thonght  it  would,  that  could  be  no 
solid  otjjection  luainst  the  measure.  Whilat 
the  deare  of  emigration  continnea,  and  lands 
are  to  be  procured,  settlras  will  fina  their  way 
into  that  temtory ;  nor  is  It  in  the  power  of 
Oongrees  to  withhold  lands  altogether,  because 
the7  are  to  be  got  of  others  on  better  terms. 
There  is  gaperior  eDoonngement  held  ont  to  tlie 
people  settling  on  the  oUier  side  of  the  river 
Misnisippi,  where  the  soil  is  fertile,  and  the 
climate  equally  agreeable,  In  proof  of  this  t^- 
sertion^  I  will  read  to  the  committee  the  tranala- 
t^  of  a  kind  of  prodamatioD  isened  br  the 
Governor  of  the  Spanish  posts  at  the  Illinois. 

Ghis  paper  contains  an  Invitation  to  all  persons 
dined  to  settle  in  the  Western  ooontrj,  oCFer- 
ing  as  indacements,  lands  without  diarge,  ex- 
emptions from  taxes,  protection  in  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberttee,  besides  provirion  and  t^e  im- 
^ments  of  husbandry.J  After  tlua,  Mr.  8. 
proceeded :  Now,  dr.  if  Congress  fear  to  sell 
thdr  lands  lest  it  tend  to  depopulate  the  AUan- 
tio  States,  what  must  they  qiprehend  from  pro- 
poddons  like  these  1  They  will  oertalnly  have 
all  the  efiect  which  enoooragement  from  this 
qnarter  can  have.  It  may  be  sdd,  that  Ameri- 
cans will  not  ventore  to  Uve  under  the  Spanish 
GovemmeDt,  or  settle  a  Spanish  ootony.  To 
Uiis  it  may  be  replied,  that  when  people,  from 
their  necesdtjee  or  inclinations,  are  determined 
to  emigrate,  in  order  to  mitigate  their  distreaMa, 
thtij  mink  little  of  the  fonn  of  govermnent ; 
all  they  oare  for  is  relief  from  their  present  or 
^iproaching  wants  and  tronbles. 

Nobudy  will  emigrat«  ftvm  the  Atlantic 
States  but  a  certain  deacription  of  men,  and 
Uiey  will  go  whether  yon  hold  ont  this  enco 
agetnent  to  them  or  nat ;  they  will  pay  little 
^rd  to  OoDgreesiond  restrictions.  And  here  let 
me  make  one  remark,  drawn  from  my  own  ob- 
servation. The  forming  settlements  in  a  wilder- 
oeea  upon  the  frontiera,  between  the  savages 
and  the  least  populated  of  the  civilized  parts  of 
the  United  States,  requires  men  of  eDterprismg, 
violent,  nay,  discontented  and  tnrbnlent  spirits. 
Such  dwaja  are  onr  flrst  settlws  in  the  mthlese 
and  savage  wild;  they  serve  as  pioneers  to  dear 
the  way  for  the  more  laborions  and  careful  &r- 
mer.  These  characters  ore  already  in  that 
country  by  thonsanda,  and  their  number  is 
duly  increasing,  and  will  continne  to  Increase ; 
for  congenial  spirits  will  assimilate  mangre  all 
onr  endeavors  to  the  oontrsry.  Bnt  how  will 
you  prevent  them  I  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
plan  for  hemming  in  the  emigration  to  that  tei 
ritory;  I  think, the  thing  wholly  impracticable, 
therefore  it  becomes  the  immediate  interest  of 
Oongree^  to  direct  the  emigration  to  a  prc^r 


point ;  direct  it  to  thdr  own  territory,  rather 
than  be  inactive  spectatora  of  its  dlent,  thon^ 
rapid  oonrse  to  the  Spanish  and  British  depcnd- 


domlnioDa.    By  improving  a  part,  yon  ftdd  to 

the  vdue  of  the  remainder ;  thdr  popnlatioQ 

will  prodnoe  a  hardy  race  of  hnabandmen  and 

warriors,  always  at  the  ctHnmand  of  the  United 

States,  to  lopport  and  d^iMtd  your  liberty  and 

'operty.    Theoa  being  &d»,  I  leava  it  to  Uia 

iadom  of  the  HoQM  to  dnnr  Hm  inferenoe, 

I  will  make  one  farther  remark,  with  iwqiMt 

t«  the  enoooragemoit  w  disoonragenMut  ei 

emigratitm.    fiappoae  it  was  in  the  powtf  <tf 


jperable  ob«tmotic»^  and  spread  itadf  over 

the  lertile  lands  of  the  Ohio.  I  aak,  with  p«r- 
ftot  seonrity,  if  it  is  not  such  as  act  of  oonta- 
maoy,  and  inocmaiBtenay  with  the  flmdamantd 
princit^es  of  the  Govetnment,  that  Oongrtos 
ccold  not  adopt  it  I  Chmsider  that  many  otjoax 
cititens  are  deatitate  of  the  comforts,  nay,  the 
common  neoeesaries  of  life,  without  a  promeot 
of  providing  for  the  safadstenee  of  themadves 
and  familiee:  I  ask,  would  Otwgreaa  {wevent 
the  emigration  of  anoh  persona  if  they  oonldt 
Ithinknot;  they  woold  not  act  as  kind  protect- 
ing &thers  to  their  people  if  they  did.  I  pre- 
sume this  would  be  too  serioos  an  oljeotion  for 
any  man  to  &ce,  with  area&dningpnqMMition. 
I  question  if  any  man  woold  be  hardy  tnoof^ 
to  point  ont  a  olasa  of  dtiMna  by  name,  that 
ou^t  to  be  the  servants  of  the  oommnnity;  ye^ 
nDlces  that  ia  done,  to  what  class  of  the  peofda 
could  yon  direct  snch  alawt  Bnt  if  yon  pawed 
snoh  an  act,  it  would  be  tantamount  to  Htying 
that  there  b  some  dan  which  most  remain  here, 
and  by  law  most  be  otdiged.to  aerre  the  otben, 
for  such  wagea  as  titey  mease  to  nve. 

This  being  the  case,  let  ns  mue  the  beat  at 
liberty,  onr  pei^le,  sod  onr  land.  Yoor  do- 
zens, I  tell  yoo,  are  already  there  by  tbonaaiidB ; 
they  are  going  by  thonaandsmorc^  and  are  every 
hour  growing  np  Into  oooseqaenoe.  They  never 
expect  to  retnm  into  the  AuanticStatas ;  plant 
them  in  yoor  soil,  add  this  wealth  of  pt^nlatiMi 
to  yonr  own,  snd  form  an  empire  Hlostrioaa  aa 
it  is  extended.  Kemember,  ye  sages  of  my 
country,  an  hiAoric  tmlh  recorded  for  yoor  in- 
struction, that  empire  has  beoi  dowly,  bat  in- 
variably, moving  from  East  to  West;  emigra- 
tion has  uniformly  receded  in  that  ^reotianj 
from  the  time  that  our  oommon  parenta  qnitted 
the  garden  of  Eden,  till  the  present  hour;  nor 
doubt  but  it  will  oontinoe  to  pnivaethatooarBa, 
as  long  as  there  are  lands  to  be  inhabited. 

Much  will  depend  aptm  the  energy  and  fi»«e 
of  the  Government  established  in  that  oonntry ; 
it  ought  to  be  such  aa  will  famish  sufficient 
power  for  its  own  intemd  pnrpoaea,  and  also  to 
secure  it  to  the  Union.  Bnt  that  is  not  the  only- 
tie  by  which  its  union  is  held.  That  country  is 
attached  to  the  Atlantic  States  by  its  natural 
dtoatlon.    To  be  oonvinoed  of  tbia  trntli,  no- 
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Haag  more  Is  iiniiiiiiiiiij  than  to  look  npoD  the 
otut:  ill  the  cioiiiiii«T(9e  of  tbat.ooiuiti7  miut 
Mna  thno^  the  States  upon  th«  B«a-«oaBt. 
Ye  knoir,  at  nttsboTK,  that  we  are  a  thooaaiid 
deeaMMT  to  the  market  tlian  setttera  at  the 
MODth  of  the  Ohio  river.  Whea  ire  export  our 
pndoee  bj  thtt  and  the  ICiMimif^i,  we  know 
we  on  get  eaner  home  with  oar  retDnu  bj  the 
wtj  of  Philadelphia,  than  the  othera  osn  by 
tnmf  np  and  (tomtoing  the  oarrent  of  the 
IGMMpf^  Tbere&re,  the  imports  for  bU  that 
tKttbJij  Dnut  axne  ttanni^  the  United  Btatee. 
fm  these  wnaideiMions,  I  oonolnde  it  would 
be  iradiMH  bi  the  eztrane  for  than  to  think  of 
I  M^antioa,  onleas  tber  were  driven  to  it  by  a 
ktilneOMBltT;  tbejwiO  betso  aannhle  of  its 
S  eSeoU  erer  to  aHnnpt  IL 

But  Hippofl&  for  a  moment,  that  they  break 
off  fhaa  the  Union,  and  eveo  beoome  our  ene- 
jAa,  it  woald  be  good  polioy  in  qb  to  fret  as 
moh  u  we  can  Ama  them  first,  espedallf  aa 
Ihv  ve  disposed  to  give  it  w,  let  as  make 
fttin  extinguish  part  of  oar  national  debt  before 
thsf  leave  ns.  The  soil  and  cllmMe  of  that 
ennitiT,  as  I  said  before,  will  be  great  indooe- 
nab  tor  emigraata  to  settle  there.  If  tiioj 
were  to  bieak  of^  the?  woold  know  bow  toget 
tMK/j  AOD^  from  the  sale  of  the  territer;  to 
■Ifiort  their  Oovenunent,  withont  anj  other 
nsDDrce  wliatever.  If  I,  as  a  reMdent  in  that 
ttmubj,  had  the  remotest  view  of  a  separation 
from  tbs  Atlantio  States,  I  sboaM  be  son?  to 
■s  Congress  edl  an  aore  of  that  land ;  for  Bell- 
ing it,  in  that  oaae,  wonld  be  neither  more  nor 
ka  than  preretitiiw  os  from  putting  the  money 
isto  our  peseta  what  we  became  indbpODdent 
If  tbef  meditate  independenor,  the  most  likely 
*ij  to  make  them  ao,  win  be  to  let  their  lands 
ira^  in  order  to  supply  them  with  fonds  snf- 
iciHtt  to  aopport  th«n  in  the  measure.  If  thej 
■e  tM,  ii  will  not  be  in  their  power. 

I  mrdiend  it  will  be  found  that  a  Land  Office 
vfl)  sfaet  these  objects  better  than  any  other 
^  that  can  be  devised.  If  this  should  be  ef- 
tttnal,  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  it 
viH,  the  inhabitaata  of  the  United  States  oon- 
■i^with  asoodgraoe,  be  called  upon  for  heavy 
tnosia  order  to  pay  the  interest  on  a  debt 
•Uch  can  be  BO  ewdly  and  pr<^>eriy  extinguish' 
«i  £t«ry  indiTidoa]  who  contemplates  the 
rtt«et  will  see  bow  mnch  it  is  his  interest  to 
^  a  lew  doUaia  in  oertifioateB,  sad  pnrcbase 
a^eoe  of  land  with  them,  which  will  annihilate 
the  debt,  and  iH«veut  the  demand  for  taxes  to 
ntbe  interest;  bemdea,  it  will  remain  as  a 
"Mritf  to  reimlMrse'  the  prudpal  to  the  pro- 
pnMor,  as  the  populadtm  of  the  ooonlry  ex- 
tsnds;  bat,  St  aQvrenta,  it  wonld  be  but  ad- 
nadag  four  or  flv*  years'  interest,  and  the 
rtirie  debt  would  be  absorbed. 

If  we  mean  to  sell  our  lands  for  ready  money, 
w  mean  to  trust,  we  have  a  superior  sdvaotage. 
It  is  more  probable  that  the  necessitous  penou 
*)m  wants  the  land  for  the  sabeistenoe  of  him- 
■V  ad  family,  wiU  labor  harder  to  procure  a 
ItopsMyoftUiUod,  and  aeoore  it  for  himself 


than  the  spaeolator  who  never  means  to  p^  a 
fulhing  ontil  be  has  received  it  fhm  the  sale 
of  the  land ;  beeidee,  the  neoesdtous  person  is 
better  able  to  buy  oT  Oorwnment  than  of  Hm 
qwonlator,  because  he  can  get  it  oheaper.  The 
porohaserB  of  large  troots  retail  out  their  land 
to  this  class  of  men,  and  certainly  charge  them 
something  for  their  trouble.  But  if  we  sell  on 
credit,  M  tinder  the'  naprietary  Sovemment 
was  Uie  praotioo  in  Pannqrlvsnia,  those  who 
take  out  smaS  qnaatitiea  get  lh<ar  hod  surveyed, 
and  set  themselves  down;  the;  eollivate  the 
ground,  and  erect  building  for  tiieir  own  ac- 
conunodation.  Land,  in  Oiis  improved  state^ 
fbrnishee  a  better  eeoority  to  Government  for 
any  arrearage  of  purchase  money,  than  a  laim 
tract  sold  on  specbUtion^  and  which  lies  in  the 
same  state  of  nature  as  it  did  when  it  was  dis- 
posed of;  perhaps  adding  thereto  the  expense  of 
making  the  survey.  If  the  land  must  revert  to 
Oongress  at  last  for  defonh  of  payment,  we  Mt 
nothing  in  the  latter  case ;  wberMS,  whcD  s^d 
in  tots,  if  a  man  has  settled  himself  down,  and 
paid  for  his  warrant  and  survey,  which  oosts 
the  Union  nothing,  but  for  the  first  prioe  and 
interest  thereon,  it  must  strike  every  gentie- 
man'a  mind  that  it  would  be  disagreeable,  after 
a  man  had  made  a  settlement  for  three  or  foor 
years,  to  have  to  turn  oat  Rather  than  do  this, 
ho  wonld  make  every  eiortion  to  discharge  the 
price :  if  his  situation  was  so  wretched  as  not 
to  fomlsh  the  means,  some  of  his  neighbors,  on 
Buoh  security,  might  befriend  him ;  but  at  any 
rate  Government  would  bo  secure.  By  this 
argmnent,  I  do  not  mean  to  insist  that  Congress 
shonld  sell  their  lands  on  trust ;  they  may  do  so, 
or  sell  for  r«ady  pay,  as  their  wisdom  may  think 
eligible.  I  shall  be  satisfied  either  way. 
I  tlunk  the  convenience  of  the  people  is  k 


perfect  their  titles  on  the  spot  I  fear  not  the 
ol^eotion  which  has  been  rused.  It  may  be 
said,  the  titles  ought  not  to  be  oompleted  nntil  it 
was  done  immediately  under  t^e  eye  of  Oon- 
gress. Let  this  be  as  it  may,  I  wiU  make  one 
remark :  can  we  not  have  evwy  tie,  every  check, 
and  secnrity  upon  these  officers  that  we  have 
upon  the  collectors  of  the  revanne  ?  I  think 
there  is  as  mnch  room  for  confidence  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other.  We  can  take  care  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  shall  send  in 
his  aooounts  of  patents  and  warrants.  I  think 
we  may  depend  here  upon  a  true  retain. 

The  Receiver  of  the  office  shall  take  nothing 
but  pablic  seeuritieB,  which  are  not  quite  so 
great  a  temptation  to  embezzlement  or  illicit 
practices  as  money.  The  Surveyor  will  be  a 
ohet^  up«i  both.  I  think  the  gentlemen  on- 
ployed  in  this  buslnesa  cannot  be  of  very  trifling 
character.  In  short,  this  departmoit  may  be 
as  well  checked  and  balanoed  as  any  other ;  the 
expense  (tf  it  will  be  notUng,  because  the  oiBoar 
m»y  be  auppm-ted  ont  of  the  fees.  This  being 
Uieoaae,  I  shall  oondnde  with  moving  that  the 
oommittee  adt^  the  reMladon  reported  ij 
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th«  oomnrittM,  and  reoommeiid  it  to  tike  House 
to  afiMdiit  A  aeleot  oommittM  to  btiag  in  a  bill 

ICr.  FiTEUMosB  aaktd  tf  U  would  not  be  bet- 
ter to  settle  all  Uie  prindplea  of  the  bill  flrat, 
that  the  select  oommittwe  might  not  lose  their 
labor,  as  had  tieen  oaoe  or  tvioe  eiperienoed, 
for  want  of  this  preoaation. 

Be  was  in  &Tor  of  some  meaanre  of  this  kind, 
tiioagh  he  had  some  donbb  of  the  naoeeelty 
there  waa  aoppoaed  to  beof  eatablishing  a  Land 
Office. 

The  qaeatdw  was  now  taken  on  the  reaola- 
tion,  and  agreed  to. 

Cotrqtentatum  ef  (At  PreridMt,  ite. 

Mr.  YisiNe  viahed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  bnaueaa  he  (qiprehanded  not 
very  leogtfaf ;  it  was  the  report  of  a  committee 
on  the  anlfjeot  of  compensation  to  be  nude  to 
the  Premdent,  Vice  Prandent,  the  membera  of 
the  Senate  and  Honse  of  B^r«aentativea,  for 
their  servlcea ;  he  wished  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  ntoatioa  of  everj  oneoouoernedinthiBbnai- 
nesa,  themselvea,  and  the  continent  at  lai^ 
He  hoped  the?  would  oonsent  to  take  It  np,  and 
he  flattered  himself  the  diaaiiirion  would  not 
laat  longer  than  a  day. 

Ur.  Whir  wiahed  to  go  into  a  Omnmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  boMnees. 

Hr.  FnzBiMoin  did  not  like  to  enter  npon  a 
lengthy  dlsonsaion  of  a  point  that  was  ino^iable 
of  modi  eluoidadon  bj  reasoning;  be  tberofore 
waa  against  goUtg  into  a  committee  at  thia  etage 
o(  the  buAneaa.  He  observed,  tbat  the  oMnmit- 
tee  bad  reported  something,  and  the  members 
had  been  prettj  genereUj  oonsnlted  on  the 
same.  He  hoped  the  House  wonld  deepatob  the 
bnaineea  witboot  delay  or  loss  of  time,  if  the; 
WW*  at  all  inclined  to  take  it  np. 

ICr.  Wbits  thought  it  Deeaaoary  to  go  into  a 
oommittoa,  becanse  there  were  a  nnmber  of 
things  menUmied,  the  r«a8ona  for  which  appear- 
ed  to  bim  yery  nnoertun. 

Mr.  Ynrnia  a^d  it  waa  a  aattjeot  of  (XHirider- 
able  delicacy,  and  be  sappoeed  very  few  gentle- 
men wonld  be  inollned  to  speak  three  or  fonr 
times  OD  a  point;  yet  this  was  all  the  advantage 
gained  by  goim;  into  a  committee.  He  waa  no 
more  interested  than  otbers;  every  gentleman 
might  jndf^  of  his  own  case,  bnt  after  it  had 
berai  before  a  oommittee  of  twelve  in  mder  to 
get  the  folleat  senae  of  the  Honse  upon  the  anb- 
jeot,  be  was  tuclined  to  reoeive  it  withont  so 
mnch  dromnlooation.  He  observed,  that  the 
borineaa  had  originated  in  a  Oommittee  of  the 
WlKde,  anditwaannnsnal  toreoranmit  it  with- 
out ahowing  some  reaaona  why. 

Itr.  Wsm  mve  np  hia  motitMi  for  a  Oommit- 
tae  of  tiie  Wbcde,  nA  aaid,  befbre  he  consented 
to  the  report,  be  ehonld  be  ^ad  to  know  in 
what  style  it  was  expected  that  the  Fremdent 
would  live.  He  observed  there  waa  provimon 
fbr  the  expenses  of  a  honse,  ftimitcire,  seoreta- 
riea,  derk^  canisges  and  horsea.  Perhaps  the 
snm  proposed  mi^bt  be  too  much  or  too  litUe, 
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He  shonid  Uke  to  aee  an  estimate  of  how  mnoh 
was  neoeasary  fbr  keeping  the  tabl^  the  equi- 
page, Ac  belbr»  be  deotdeo.  He  hc^ed  the  oom- 
mittee would  elnddate  thia  saltject. 

There  waa  another  thing  he  wished  to  inquire 
of  them.  The  Vice  lYeaidemt's  salary  waa 
chained  at  five  tbonsaud  dollars;  he  conld  not 
ccmoeiTe  npon  what  princiide  that  anm  waa  re- 
ported. Did  it  bear  a  proportion  to  hie  ser- 
vices, or  waa  it  in  proportion  to  what  the  mem- 
bera of  the  Benate  aoA  thia  Hooae  were  to  be 
allowed?  There  is  nothing  which  oUigca  him 
to  ha  attentive  to  his  bnsineae.  No  doabt  hot 
the  gantlMuan  who  holda  that  <^ce  at  preaent 
will  DO  regardftd  and  diligent  In  execoting  the 
bosinaaa  aasigned  him;  yet  there  is  nothing  to 

Erevent  the  Vice  Prmoent  flrom  residing  at 
ome  and  reodving  hia  salary,  without  ooming 
within  the  walla  ot  the  BeoKbe  room.  The 
TTnionisoUigedtoenpporthim;  bnt  I,  said  h& 
wonld  make  that  support  oondltiona] ;  heahonld 
have  a  liberal  provirioa  while  in  pnbUc  life,  but 
no  longer.  A»  to  delicacy,  I  know  of  none,  tir, 
that  ooght  to  be  used  while  we  are  in  pnrsoit 
of  the  pablio  good.  I  speak  therefore  with 
candor  what  are  my  sentimenta  on  thia  sahJeoL 
OUter  gentiemen,  no  donbt,  do  the  same ;  but  I 
am  oleuiy  for  examining  into  the  prindplea  l>e- 
fore  I  agrae  to  the  conclnrion. 

Ur.  Pi.0K  waa  aorry  to  aee  gentlemen  ajrin- 
ning  oat  the  time  to  little  pnrpoae ;  oertainly, 
after  haviitt  the  snMeot  nudcr  consideration 
for  nearly  three  monuia,  they  mi^  be  able  to 
decide. 

If  this  borinesi  was  fixed,  and  gentiemen 
knew  they  were  to  have  bat  moderate  salaries, 
it  might  perhaps  tend  to  make  tiiem  more  expe- 
ditioaa;  but  at  all  eventa,  they  ought  to  know 
the  rate  at  which  they  stt«nd,  in  order  to  regu- 
late their  expenaea.  To  s(»ne  it  might  be  a 
matter  of  no  ooncenL  because  they  conld  bear 
every  thing  of  thia  kind  for  a  twelvemonth, 
witiwnt  inconvenience ;  bnt  they  onght  to  oon- 
sider  the  sitoaticHi  (tf  others.  We  are,  said  b^ 
keeping  the  President  here  withont  any  provi- 
Bi<»i  for  his  support;  bnt  in  thia  we  may  think 
oarselves  ligh^  beoaase,  in  hia  patriotic  ardor, 
his  love  for  nis  conntry,  he  told  na  he  waa  will- 
ing to  porsDC  iJiat  illastriona  example  which  he 
Mt  donng  the  period  of  oar  otdamity ;  he  re- 
i\ised  compensation  for  hia  serncce.  Bat  the 
oonatitatioa  requires  that  he  shall  recdve  a  oom- 
penaation,  and  it  ia  our  doty  to  provide  iL  We 
most  also  provide  something  f^  oar  own  ex- 
penses, or  It  may  redaoe  gentlemen  not  better 
prepared  than  I  am  to  defend  npon  a6ieod  f^ 
what  the  pabUo  onght  to  flimish. 

ICr.  Yimie  had  said  the  solgect  waa  ddicate^ 
bat  he  did  not  conceive  there  waa  any  inddioft- 
tj  in  Baking  or  anawering  qnestioDa  on  this  or 
any  otheroooBsion,  where  the  good  of  hia  coun- 
try was  concerned. 

Hi.  I.1WBXH0S  did  not  know,  whether  the 
Bom  proposed  was  enoogh  for  the  Frendent  or 
not;  bat  according  tothetennsoftheoNutitn- 
tion,  it  onght  to  be  granted  aa  one  aiua,bi 
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ba  n  to  reoeive  no  other  etnoliimeDt  whatever 
btm  the  United  Sttatea,  or  either  of  them.  Now, 
if  ft  n  ditdared  be  ahaU  receive  twent;  tfaon- 
Mnd  dcdlon,  and,  ezcInsiTe  of  that  mm,  we 
make  him  an  aDowanoe  for  fdmitnra,  horaee, 
eaniagea,  Ae^  anch  an  allowance  ia  an  emolo- 
mcnt  bejfutd  the  compeiwation  oontemidated  in 
tba  oonatitBtion ;  bat  1  have  no  ot;}aotioa  to 
Uend  tbeea  anme  togeHier,  dedaring  the  whole 
to  be  the  oompensatiin)  required  br  the  con«ti- 


heoomiMii 


tf  the  GoTerament;  this  will  be  improper,  be- 
e^ne  it  infringee  hia  ri^tt  to  emplo7  a  confi- 
dential pstaoo  m  the  management  of  dioae  con- 
ecma,  for  which  the  ocMiatitntion  ha*  made  him 
Tt^onraUe.  For  theee  reaaons,  Ur.  L.  moved 
to  itrike  oat  all  that  rdated  to  bonus,  carriagei, 
Ainuture,  nc 
"    ~  ''oudit  it 

B  Uie  Ft 

■re  no  aooonnta  to  aettle  with  the  United 

«atei. 
]fr.  Skemwiox  MMuidered  thia  a  oonatitational 
,  and  therefore  thoogbt  it  deserved  s&- 

I  investigation.    The  proviaion  made  in  the 

rapoTt,  for  paying  the  expenses  of  enomerated 
■rtidea,  doe*  not  leave  the  Prcadent  in  the  ait- 
Bstion  intended  bj  the  oouatitatloii,  which  waa, 
that  he  should  be  independent  of  the  Le^ala- 
Um,  during  hia  oontinnanoe  in  office ;  that  he 
dtoald  hava  aoompwastlon  for  hia  aerricea,  not 
to  be  Increaaed  or  diminialied  during  that  peri- 
od; bat  there  It  nothing  that  will  prevent  na 
bam  ffWng  farther  allowances,  provided  that 
0^  tirentf  uonsand  dollars  ia  all  that  is  given 
aa  a  eonqMnaation.  By  this  conatmction,  one 
tf  Ute  moat  aahitary  danaea  in  the  constitntion 
win  berendwednngatorj.  From  tbeee  oooaid- 
vrttimta,  be  was  led  to  believe  that  the  report 
wM  fomided<m  nucooatitntitna]  prindplea. 

lb-.  Baiswhi  aaid,  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Wde,  when  the  bnsinees  was  befbre  them,  had 
not  determined  anj  thing  on  this  point;  that, 
eoooeqiiently,  the  select  comndttee  were  to 
bane  a  report  upon  snob  prindplea  as  the; 
Jadged  jnvper.  In  order  then  to  have  ever/ 
lU^  distinct  and  aocnrate,  thej  had  bronght 
tiiar  opinion  fiirwafd  in  the  fimn  it  now  ap- 
pears. If  it  be  deuned  proper  to  gntnt  an 
aggmgate  anm,  the  Honse  woold  no  doubt  add 
to  the  twenty  thonsand  dollars,  what  it  was 
e^iensee  wonld  amonnt  to. 
I  did  not  think  the  constitntlon 
vaa  infHnged ;  it  was  intended  that  the  compen- 
wCii'Wi  abonld  not  be  increased  or  diminiuied, 
dnrbw  the  Prendent's  oontinnanoe  in  office. 
Bovn  mii^  be  as  well  fixed,  b;  making  the 
aDowaOM  in  part  money,  and  part  fomTtnre, 
Ad.  t»  by  dedving  a  predae  anm;  it  will  still 
ha  a  stated  oompensatioD. 

ICr.  TncEXB  tbaa^t  fiuidtnre  and  plate 
tragiit  dwajrsto  b«  provided  by  government, 
beanae,  if  it  waa  neoeaM^  fbr  every  new  Prei- 
ident  to  bay  theae  artidesj  it  ml^t  pnt  him  to 
'      ),  RDlefla  he  received  a  year's 


salary  in  advance;  betddeo,  when  he  retired 
from  hia  tdtnation,  they  wonld  not  sell  for  half 
the  first  cost  He  th^«fore  wished  this  part  of 
the  report  to  stuid,  toother  with  the  rent  of  » 
house;  but  wonld^raninatrikingoiitalltheresL 

Mr.  Hadiboh  did  not  think  the  report  inter- 
fered with  either  the  spirit  or  letter  of  the 
oonstitntion,  and  therefore  waa  opposed  to  any 
altoratJon,  eapeoially  with  respect  to  the  proper- 
ty of  a  fixed  nature.  He  waa  rare,  if  the  ftimi- 
tore  and  plate,  and  honse  rent,  conld  be  allowed, 
•ome  (f  the  other  artides  might  also.  The 
borsee  and  camsaes  will  cost  money,  and  sell 
for  litUe,  afto'  being  used  for  fonr  years;  this 
will  be  a  oertain  loee  to  the  Preddeut,  or  his 
family;  besides  the  Honse  have  already  onder- 
taken  to  defray  ezpenaea  of  thia  kind,  and  so  set 
a  precedent  fbr  the  ennmeratton  which  had  beoD 
reported. 

Mr.  WHm  said,  if  a  certain  som  waa  as- 
dgned  fbr  the  expenses,  the  rqmrt  wonld  be 
better;  but  as  It  now  stood,  Itiere  waa  no  cer- 
tainty in  it.  One  Prerident  might  drcmnacribe 
it  to  a  qaarter  part  of  the  expense  another 
wonld;  consequently,  the  compensation  ooold 
not  be  fixed. 

He  admitted  the  propriety  of  paying  the  sala- 
ry in  advance  for  tne  first  year,  as  mentioned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Oarolina.  He  ex- 
pected this  wonld  be  snffident  to  defray  the 
extra  expensee,  without  an^ecting  the  Pretddent 

Mr.  BocDiNOT. — If  the  Le^alatore  msj  pro- 
vide the  honae  and  flimitore,  they  mar  go 
farther  on  the  same  principle,  and  provide  for 
the  rest;  he  waa  satisfied  it  should  be  so,  be- 
cause it  could  be  no  infringement  on  the  ocm- 
stitotion. 

Hr.  LiTXSifOBz  hoped  the  words  wonld  be 
atrook  ont ;  indeed  he  waa  soiry  they  had  ever 
been  pnt  in.  The  danae  in  the  constitution  ii 
intenaed  to  tie  down  the  Legislature,  as  well  aa 
the  Preddont ;  they  ahall  make  him  no  compli- 
ments while  in  office,  he  shall  receive  nothing 
but  a  fixed  oompensation  for  his  services.  Give 
him  then  thia  compensatioD,  let  it  be  eqoal  to 


cannot  be  called  a  compensation  when  you  di- 
rect how  it  is  to  be  expended;  bendea,  it  waa 
wrong  on  another  account;  why  ahonld  we 
pretend  to  direct  him  in  the  style  in  which  he 
shall  live  t  Let  him  have  a  salary,  and  expend 
it  in  the  manner  he  shall  think  proper. 

Vr.  Pabb  waa  for  striking  out  all  the  worda, 
becanse  he  conceived  it  would  be  against  the 
spirit  of  the  oonstitution.  It  would  be  mnch 
more  handsome  to  make  one  genend  providon, 
than  to  be  thns  partionlar  in  enumerating  the 
artidee  of  expense.  It  has  been  hinted,  that 
theae  articles  of  expense  wonld  amount  to  half 
the  anm  mentioned  in  the  report  to  be  pven  aa 
a  compensation;  if  so,  he  would  propoee  to 
strike  out  all  that  related  to  the  snl^eot,  and  ao 
insert  twenty-five  or  thirty  thoouod,  aa  tlM 
Honsa  ehaU  ae«m  moot  digiUe. 
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Ur.  Btonb  tbongbt  the  Freaident  ought  to  be 
at  liberty-to  live  in  any  sMb  be  tbon^t  proper, 
■md  that  the  Honee  <n^A  to  give  bim  emih 
oompeusatioa  as  th«y  thooght  hu  aerrioea  mer- 
ited. If  yon  ftuniah  him  with  a  honae,  horaee, 
and  oartiagee,  yon  declare  that  this  is  the  house, 
thb  horses,  and  the  oarriagea  which  he  shall 
uae.  There  ia  oertunlj  wxne  degree  of  indeU- 
oaof  in  thia ;  if  he  was  a  private  oentteman,  he 
vo«ld  be  at  liberty  to  use  ranh  as  he  liked  beA. 
Sai^>08e  he  dlBlikee  them,  and  will  not  have 
diem,  he  is  gnilt;  of  a  breach  of  the  law,  is  it 
intended  bv  the  Honae  to  impeach  him  for  it  I 
I  apprehend  it  is  not,  for  no  part  of  the  cousti- 
tabcm  ^ea  na  a  right  to  dictate  to  him  oo  thia 
heftd.  He  would  rather  let  the  President  set 
the  example  bow  he  on^t  to  live,  than  see  the 
Legialatnre  direct  him,  Economy  is  by  no 
means  disadvantsgeong  to  the  United  States ;  if 
the  President  chooeee  to  live  in  an  economical 
manner,  we  ooght  not  to  prevent  him. 

Mr.  VnriKs  thonght,  aa  the  President  was 
the  repreaentative  of  the  nation,  that  there 
OQgbt  to  be  a  proper  degree  of  digiuty  attached 
to  the  ofBce;  he  did  not  wish  for  splendra*,  bnt 
hoped  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  pennry.  If 
he  was  riflht  in  this  opinion,  the  Honse  had  a 
right  to  snow  what  they  expected  of  the  Preai' 
dent,  aod,  consequently,  had  a  right  to  enter 
into  the  enomeration  proposed  in  the  report, 
and  eetablish  a  nniform  nue  of  oondnot  in  the 
presidential  chair. 

'^ith  reapeot  to  Ita  oonstitnldonality,  his 
mind  was  perfeetlj  easy,  the  oonstitntdon  a;p- 
peared  to  be  dlent;  if  so,  the  House  had  the 
right  of  interfering.  He  wondered  how  gentle- 
men could  agree  to  provide  plate  and  ttiroitDre, 
yet  hesitate  with  respect  to  the  clerks  and 
aeoretary.  Were  not  me  latter  as  neceasary  as 
the  fonno't  If  ao,  they  ought  to  be  equally 
jtfovided  for. 

The  question  on  Ur.  Lawbkhob'b  motion 
was  now  taken,  and  dedded  in  the  afBrm»- 

Ur.  "Pkom  now  moved  to  atiike  out  twen^ 
thonsand  dollars,  and  insert  thirty  thousand. 

Mr.  Shttb  inquired  whetiier  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  to  saddle  the  Frendeat  with 
the  expense  incurred,  in  oonsequence  of  their 
resolution  of  the  l&th  April.  Be  understood 
that  near  t«u  thousand  dollars  had  been  laid  out 
in  porohasing  fhroiture^  and  puttine  the  honse 
in  order  for  his  reception ;  it  might  be  disagioe- 
able  to  the  Freddent  to  take  It.  Perhape  he 
would  be  a  considerable  loser  by  anch  a  ba^ain, 
and  many  of  the  things  mi^t  be  of  a  nature  he 
disliked.  He  Uiought  the  House  had  been  in- 
oonsistont  with  itself  in  ordering  these  things 
for  the  President,  and  then  reftinng  to  let  tiKmi 
be  applied  \o  his  nae. 

Mr.  Shekhas  thought  tike  House  need  not  be 
embarrassed  on  this  point.  The  expense  is  to 
be  pud  by  the  Unitea  States,  and  the  furnitore 
will  be  their  property,  to  do  what  they  please 
with.  Nether  did  he  think  the  Honse  incon- 
sistent, beoauae  it  waa  the  olfject  <rf  the  L«^>- 
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latnre,  by  their  former  vote,  to  provide  on^ 
tar  the  temporary  aoomnmodaticHL  of  t^  Pren- 

Mr.  BiinoiT  aaid,  the  bndneea  had  been  pn^ 
erly  eondooted.  It  was  not  in  eonbempIatioD 
to  throw  the  ftinutore  or  any  other  expense 
npon  the  Precndent.  He  preenmed  the  proper- 
ty belonged  to  the  United  States,  bnt  they 
wonld  aul  to  the  Preadent  such  part  aa  be 
oboae  to  porcbase.  As  to  the  boose,  the  Pr«td- 
dent  waa  not  confined  to  it ;  he  might  give  it 
up  when  he  pleaaed,  and  take  antrUier  if  ha 
thought  proper. 

The  qnestion  on  striking  ont  twwity  thousand 
aod  inserting  thirty  thonsand  was  divided,  and 
the  first  part  was  agreed  to,  bnt  the  latter  re- 
jected. 

It  was  now  moved  to  sbike  out  the  wch^ 
secretary  and  clerks. 

Mr.  Maduon  thooght  tlie  Ezerative  Magis- 
trate ooght  not  to  have  the  power  of  creetiiw 
officers ;  yet  if  he  ^ipointed  hia  secretary  aiM 
clerks,  and  they  were  recognized,  either  wiQi 
reapeot  to  salary  or  offltual  acta,  they  became 
offioers  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  BufsoM  did  not  tliink  it  neoMsary  to  reo- 
ogniae  any  anch  officera;  they  were  to  be  «s- 
teemed  the  mere  inBtrtrnMota  tf  the  Piendent, 
and  not  as  aharing  in  Hie  adminisbation. 

The  motion  waa  put,  and  oarried  in  tlis  a£Br- 
mative,  and  then  t^  House  amounted. 


Tkumdat,  July  1$. 
Compmtatien  of  ih4  Freiident,  Se. 

The  Houw  resumed  the  oonfdderation  of  tlie 
Beport  of  tbe  Committee  on  tJie  Oompensation 
to  the  Prerident,  Vice  Presidant,  and  Memboi 
of  Congrees. 

The  blank  oooasioned  by  striking  ont  oa  Mon- 
day last,  was  now  proposed  to  be  tilled. 

Ur.  LivxsifOBB  moved  to  fill  it  with  18,000 
dollars. 

Mr.  BuBXB  said,  there  wer«  some  membwa  at 
the  ownmlttee  in  fovor  of  15,000  didlars;  othwa 
indeed  were  for  a  msoh  larger  sum — he  believed 
they  went  so  fkr  as  70,000  dollars-  that  SO,000 
dolhrs  was  an  acoommodation,  and  as  so^  h« 
had  agreed  to  it ;  bnt  he  was  of  opinion  that 
16,000  dollars  was  sufBoient;  that  30,000  had 
been  once  agreed  to,  but  the  expenses  were 
added  at  a  enbee^eiit  meeting  of  the  commit- 
tee; now,  as  the  Honae  had  oonoorred  in  strOc- 
ing  ont  30,000  dollars,  and  a  propoaitatm  was 
come  forward  more  oorreqiondwt  to  his  jodg- 
mNit,  he  should  give  it  eiq^ort. 

Mr.  FnxBiMONB  presnmed  it  waa  not  a  qnee- 
tjon  before  the  Honse  what  tiie  repcvt  of  the 
committee  had  been,  nor  w«re  the  sentimente 
any  gentleman  had  there  delivered  to  operate 
against  the  sense  expressed  by  the  committee 
in  their  report ;  if  any  thing  done  in  oonunittee 
was  to  influence  the  decision  of  the  Honse^  it 
must  be  the  report,  which  spoke  the  sense  of  ttie 
majority.    He  forttier  {manmed,  tiiAt  when  the 
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90,000  dtdlara  were  ilrook  oat,  after  all  the  ci- 
paM  bad  been  erased,  it  was  m  the  contempta- 
tioa  of  tbe  lKiaoral;Je  moTertAlnorease  the  Hmn 
n  ■■  to  iodnde  botli  artielee.  It  was  with  this 
liew  he  Toted  ia  &Tor  of  atriktaig  ont  the  80,000 
doOanL 

Hr.  Tdox^  said  it  might  happen,  that  the 
•ipaiaaa  a  Preaident  woold  inoor  at  the  Ant 
■UMing  u)  the  office  vonld  be  ao  great  as  to  is- 
JoM  hia  private  ftvtime  and  distreH  im  tbaulj, 
A  qoarta's  aalaiT  inif^t  be  Inaoffidait  to  defraj 
the  expense ;  ^et  if  Uie  Prarident  contiDDed  but 
three  montlis  in  offices  ^^  ""^  would  be  all  he 
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He  thought  it  jnst  and  requisite 
to  proride  agidort  aoddeuta  of  this  kind,  if  it 
eoaM  be  done  conustHitij  with  the  constitiilioii. 
Vith  thia  oliject  in  view,  he  woold  propose 
ftat  the  Preridmt's  ocnopensstion  abonla  be 
86,000  d<dlan  for  the  first  year,  and  16,000  dol- 
bn  for  every  other  year;  that  10,000  dollars 
Aonld  be  paid  him  in  advanoe,  on  hia  coming 
to  the  chair,  and  the  retnmnder  in  qoarterlj 
payments.  Its  amomit,  he  said,  would  be 
DMrly  what  waa  proposed  by  the  gendeman 
btxa  Kew  Hampstiire  fUr,  Li^bmozk)  ;  and  if 
the  Hoose  was  dispaeed  to  fix  on  that  smn,  as  a 
premier  compensation,  they  might,  withoat  any 
material  clunge,  admit  his  proposition ;  but  if 
they  meant  to  grant  either  a  greater  or  a  less 
smn,  he  hoped  they  woold  aoocnnmodate  it  to 
Uaprinctplch 

Hr.  Srom  said,  that  a  smn  of  20,000  dollars 
woold  be  as  small  a  smn  as  wonld  answer  the 
puiptiee ;  and  provided  that  emonnt  shoQld  be 
agreed  to,  the  expense  of  the  Exeontive  would 
be  laaa  to  the  people  than  that  of  any  Oovem- 
Bient  in  the  worio.  If  it  is  oonndered  that  the 
touToidnble  expense  will  be  great,  and  that  the 
■■istiiiii  ri  of  two  or  more  seoretariee  will  be 
Beeenary  fbr  the  President  to  disobarge  bis 
high  and  important  tmst,  and  that  it  caimot  be 
expected  that  persons  in  snoh  a  station  shonld 
be  in  efa^tened  or  dependent  oircomBtonces, 
tUa  sam  will  not  be  fonnd  to  exceed  the  abso- 
kta  ezpenae,  wfth  a  moderate  oompensation  for 
file  eervioee  of  the  President.  It  is  also  a  maxim 
of  ioand  policy,  that  executive  officera  should 
be  indepoident. 

Mr.  Wnn*.— Sir,  I  do  not  say  that  35,000 
doUan  will  or  will  not  be  sufficient;  but  in  order 
e  neceesary  som,  I  shoaid  wish 
>w  the  style  in  which  the  President  is  ei- 
I  to  live.  If  a,  style  of  magniflcenoe  and 
o  be  adopted,  the  som  is  too  snol] ; 
and  if  eocmomy  is  porsned,  it  may  be  too  mach. 
^itil  thia  is  known,  it  will  be  extremely  diffi- 
«ah  to  decide  npon  a  proper  Boni ;  and  when  I 
give  my  vote,  I  wish  to  give  it  on  each  infonna- 
tioD  as  will  satisfy  my  mind  with  respect  to  ita 
pit^triety,  and  show  m  j  constituents  the  reason- 
aUeneesof  themeaaore.  Will  he  live  in  a  more 
ezpennve  style  than  the  former  Presents  of 
Ocxigresa,  or  will  he  five  nearly  in  the  same! 
If  ao,  what  was  that  expense,  or  what  will  be 
the  probable  increase?  How  was  that  money 
ifiptied,  and  what  will  now  be  neceesoryl    If 


these  qneations  can  be  answered,  gentlemen 
may  decide  with  more  predsion.  than  they  can 
while  the  snbject  is  kit  afloat. 

Mr.  Bau>wih  said,  it  was  impossible  to  get 
the  informatioD  the  gentleman  required,  Uie 
committee  had  made  all  the  examination  in 
their  power  with  respect  to  the  actual  expense 
of  supporting  the  office.  They  fonnd  former 
Presidents  of  Oongreea,  whose  office,  by  the  by, 
was  iees  important,  and  whose  assistants  were 
less  numerons,  expended  V,000, 6,000,  and  so  on 
to  18,000  doUars  annually.  From  this,  some 
gentlemen  were  led  to  believe  17,000  dollaiB 
might  be  sufficient  in  this  instance.  But  we 
were,  sud  he,  left  without  ony  thing  satisfactory 
on  this  subject,  and  when  the  qnestiou  was 
pressed  en  the  committee,  they  varied  from 
16,000  to  86,000  dollars;  we  were  therefore 
obliged  to  average  the  anm. 

We  were  soti^cd  that  it  must  be  left  to  ex- 
periment to  determine  what  the  allowance  oogbt 
to  be ;  and  we  were  oerttun  that  the  gentleman 
who  bad  to  make  the  first  experiment  would  do 
it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  satisfaction  to 
every  body.  He  knows  the  way  to  blend  dig- 
nity and  economy ;  and  I  would  rather,  on  tMs 
account,  make  the  allowance  too  mach  than  too 
little.  I  wonld,  therefore,  prefer  making  the 
experiment  at  36,000  dollars ;  a  snm  that,  in 
the  Preadent's  huids,  will  give  umbrage  to  no 
one. 

Mr.  BoTToraoT  made  some  fluther  observa- 
tions respecting  the  examination  made  by  the 
committee,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
wonld  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  late  President 
of  Congrees  in  a  variety  of  cases.  Two  seore- 
tariee would  be  wanting ;  they  must  be  men  of 
abilities  snd  iuformation;  but  the  committee 
conceived  extra  provision  wonld  be  made  for 
them  by  the  House.  If  the  whole  was  to  be 
comprehended  in  one  grant  to  the  Premdent, 
he  would  rather  increase  the  sum  repwted  by 
the  committee  than  diminish  iL  Originally  he 
was  in  favor  of  allowing  18,000 ;  but  then  he 
thought  the  expense  of  secretaries,  carriages, 
famicnre,  &c.,  was  to  be  an  additions]  allow- 
ance. Shioe  the  House  had  determined  other- 
wise, he  &vored  an  addition  to  the  20,000  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  JioxsoH  was  di^sed  to  move  80,000 
dollsn;  but  be  was  willing  to  accommodate, 
and  agree  to  36,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Vnirao  observed,  that  the  committee  had 
no  documents  whereby  they  conid  form  a  Jndg- 
meut ;  they  had  no  light  to  gnide  them.  Thfij 
could  not  ibresee  what  ambsssadora  and  foreign 
ministers  might  be  sent  to  thia  conntry,  nor  ue 
eipensea  the  Preaident  must  neceesarily  incur 
upon  that  account,  to  support  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  United  States.  He  further  re- 
marked, that  there  are  cases  in  which  generodtr 
ia  the  best  economy,  and  no  loss  ia  ever  sos- 
tained  by  a  decent  snpport  of  the  Magistrate. 
A  certain  appearance  of  parade  and  external 
dignity  is  necessary  to  be  iDt^>orted,    Dtd  I, 
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■aid  he,  represent  a  lo^^  S^te,  I  would  Bpeak 
with  more  oonfidenoe  on  the  mbject.  We  are 
hMinted  bj  the  ghost  of  poverty ;  we  are  ston- 
ned  witli  the  clamor  of  oomplaiat  thronghoat 
the  StBt«a.  Bat  under  the  onqpioee  of  an  ener- 
getic GUjTemment,  oar  Amds  will  be  eatabluhed 
and  augmented,  uid,  I  make  no  donbt,  will  be 
found  Boffioient  to  anewer  aO  the  parpoaee  of  the 
Union.  But  our  oaloolatioafl  ought  not  to  be 
confined  to  the  oreaent  moment  alone.  If  it 
Bhonld  be  oonbenoed  by  any  gentleman,  that  we 
have  !C  not  in  our  power  toaapport  the  Oovem- 
ment  in  a  proper  style,  then  there  is  an  end  of 
tbe  bneinesa.  We  ahould  remember  that  the 
preeent  time  is  tlie  season  for  orgaoiung  the 
Qovemment.  A  patient  and  mature  delioera- 
tioQ  is  r«qiuNte  to  investigate  it,  and  b;  that 
means  the  amount  of  the  oiyil  list  will  be  in- 
oreaaed;  in  future,  the  ieaeions  will  be  ^ort, 
and  the  load  of  expense  greatlj  diminished.  lie 
was  opposed  to  anr  reduotion  of  the  sum,  as  he 
bad  always  thoo^t  it  too  sm^  and  would 
ratber  propose  to  fill  the  blank  with  80,000  dol- 
Ura. 

Mr.  Page  mentioned  that  80,000  dollars  bad 
been  pnq>08ed ;  though  he  thought  the  sum  ade- 
quate, it  was  not  snfaoient  to  support  pomp  and 
parade.  Those,  he  said,  were  entirely  out  of  the 
qaeation.  He  had  made  a  oolcnlation  npon  the 
probable  necessary  expenses,  and  found,  that  ez- 
olosive  of  that  dignity  and  pageantry  talked  of, 
this  Bum  would  snffloe.  If  be  had  contemplated 
the  splendor  and  pageantry  alluded  to,  he  should 
not  have  thought  of  S0,000  dollars,  nor  40,000 
dollam  for  he  believed  100,000  dollars  insuffi- 
dent  Bat  tf  the  committee,  upon  investigation, 
were  oonvinced  that  20,000  dollars  would  be  a 
compensation  for  his  services,  eiclusive  of  an 
allowance  for  his  eipenies,  when  the  whole  was 
taken  together  it  must  at  least  amount  to  80,000 
dollars;  for  this  reason  he  moved  to  fill  the 
tSank  with  that  sum. 

The  question  on  80,000  dollars  was  pat,  and 
rdeoted. 

Mr.  Page  then  moved  20,000  dollars,  which 
was  carried;  affirmative  SO,  negative  17. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  second  part 
of  the  report,  vi2 :  "That  there  be  ptdd  In  like 

aaart«r1y  paymenla  to  the  Vice  President  of 
le  United  States,  6,000  dollars  per  annum." 
lir.  White. — I  do  not  like  the  prindple  on 
vhioh  this  provi^on  is  made  for  the  Vice  Pre- 
^dent;  there  is  nothing,  I  believe,  in  the  con- 
stitution whloh  gives  Mi"  a  right  to  tm  annual 
sum ;  it  files  no  duty  npon  him  as  Vice  Presi- 
dent, reqairing  a  constant  attendance.  He  may 
be  called  upon  to  act  as  President,  and  then  I 
would  give  him  the  salary  of  the  President;  at 
other  times,  he  is  to  prewde  as  President  of  the 
Senate,  then  I  would  pay  him  for  bis  services 
in  that  character.  On  this  principle,  I  shall 
move  to  strike  out  the  olaose ;  if  Uiat  is  agreed 
t^  I  propose  to  ofitr  one,  allowing  h\m  the  pay 
of  President,  when  he  acts  as  President ;  and  a 
dt^y  pay  during  the  time  he  acts  as  President 
of  the  Senate, 


ICr,  Paoi  would  second  the  motion  for  strik- 
ing out  five  thousand  dollars,  but  with  a  diSet- 
ent  view  from  what  had  been  intended  by  his 
worthy  colleague.  He  wished  it  struck  ont^ 
in  order  to  introdnce  a  targer  sam.  His  idea 
was,  that  a  proper  proportion  was  not  observed 
between  the  salary  of  the  First  and  Second  Ma- 
gistrates. As  to  the  utility  of  the  office,  he  had 
nothing  to  say.  He  had  no  hand  in  fonninc 
the  constitation ;  if  he  had,  perhaps  he  shonll 
never  have  thought  of  snob  an  officer;  bnt  ts 
we  have  got  him,  w&  must  maintain  him ;  and 
those  gentlemen  who  talk  of  respectability  b^og 
attached  to  high  offices,  mask  admit,  in  a  com- 
parative view,  that  be  is  not  supported  with 
dignity,  provided  a  utnation  derives  its  digui^ 
from  the  money  given  him  by  way  of  salsrj ; 
for  his  part^  be  thooght  money,  abstractedly 
considered,  could  not  bestow  dignity.  Beal 
dignity  of  character  proceeds  &om  a  much  no- 
bler source ;  bnt  he  apprehended  the  pet^e  (^ 
the  United  States,  whose  representative  tba 
Vice  President  waa,  would  be  oiqiieaaed  to  see 
so  great  a  distinction  made  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  him. 

Mr,  Sedgwick  sMd,  the  argome&ts  (tf  the  hon- 
orable genUcnnan  from  Virgima  (Mr.  Wnm) 
did  not  strike  him  with  any  force,  nor  did  he 
see  the  impropriety  spoken  of.  One  reason 
why  the  pay  oi  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  is  per  diem  ia,  because  they  contonplate 
their  being  together  but  a  very  inconsiderable 
part  of  their  time;  hut  I  snppose,  said  be,  that 
every  gentleman  who  has  conuder«d  thesubjeot, 
has  determined  in  his  own  mind  that  the  Vio» 
President  ooght  to  remain  constantiy  at  the  seat 
of  Government ;  he  must  always  i>e  ready  to 
take  the  reins  of  Government  when  they  ehaU 
fail  ont  of  the  bonds  of  the  President ;  henoe  it 
will  be  necessary  that  he  shonld,  for  this  causey 
if  not  for  any  other,  preclude  himself  froui 
every  olgect  of  employment,  and  devote  hii 
whole  time  to  prepare  himself  for  the  great  and 
important  charge  for  which  he  is  a  candidate. 
Under  these  oiroumstancea,  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  be  provided  with  a  constant  salary, 
to  support  that  rank  which  we  contemplate  for 
him  to  bear;  I  therefore  conceive  it  must  be 
such  a  perpetual  salary  as  the  President  is  eo- 
titied  to  receive.  If  the  principles  of  the  mo- 
tion are  inadndssible,  it  cannot  be  supported  by 
argument,  because  very  littie  information  can 
i>e  obtained  on  which  to  groand  our  reasoning. 

Mr.  Sekbt  said,  that,  according  to  the  oou'- 
stitution,  a  compensation  is  to  be  made  for  ser- 
vices pOTformea.  The  Vice  President  may 
absent  himself  the  whole  time.  He  proposed 
^ving  him  a  handsome  allowance  while  em- 

Sloyed,  but  thought  he  ought  to  be  paid  per 
iem. 

Mr,  Shxbiuii  adverted  to  the  circnmatanM 
of  salaries  being  allowed  to  Lieutenant  Govern- 
ors in  the  several  States  where  such  officers  are 
appointed-  so  that,  according  to  this  mode,  tl» 
grant  made  to  the  Vice  President  would  coi~ 
respond  with  the  praotioe  of  the  StaiM  indivi- 
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inBj.  It  sOTMred  alao,  he  said,  to  be  aeee«- 
■■17,  iaunni<A  as  tiiis  officer  w<mi  be  taken 
froui  kll  other  boBiiieM. 

Ur.  Whitk.— If  I  thonght,  ^,  the  attend- 
anee  <^  the  Yice  Preeident  u  aeoesaarr  as  that 
of  tba  Pnudent,  I  would  not  heaitet«  to  allow 
him  la  aonnal  salary ;  bat  I  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  K)  neoeAary ;  it  is  not  made  bo  by  the 
If  he  had  been  appointed  Vice 
s  a  perpetoal  coonsel  for  the  Pre- 
■dent,  it  would  h&ve  altered  the  case ;  he  wonld 
then  hare  had  services  to  render,  for  which 
ve  oochl  to  oompenaete  him.  The  honorable 
1  fTi»a  Massachnaetta  (Mr.  Sedqwiok) 
intimated  that  he  will  be  preoloded  from 
foUowing  any  other  bnnnees;  there  is  nothing 
in  the  oonatitotioD  which  preclades  >iini  from 
fcOowing  what  profession  he  thinks  proper.  I 
am  williAC  to  pay  him  a  full  and  liberal  allow- 
mee  far  ^  Um  services  he  renders ;  bnt  I  do 
not  tbink  we  are  authorized  to  inatitate  aine- 
tnrem  tor  an;  man. 

It  ooofat  to  be  conndered  that  the  Vice  Pre- 
Bdent  has  peraonol  advantagea  fr«m  tlie  ep- 
poantaneut  to  that  office;  it  holds  him  np  as  the 
aacoeoBor  of  the  Preddent ;  the  voioe  of  the 
pMqde  ia  shown  to  be  oonsideralily  in  his  &yor; 
and  if  he  be  a  deserving  person,  there  will  be 
bat  little  donbt  of  his  baoceeding  to  the  presi- 
doitul  chair ;  not  that  I  would  make  this  an 
atgament  to  diKunish  hie  compensation.  I 
would  pa^  him  amply  for  all  the  servioea  he 
Kndera,  at  least  as  amply  as  the  GoTemment 
aod  drcomstanoee  of  the  people  will  admit. 
When  performing  the  dntiea  of  Freadent,  he 
aboold  receive  the  salary  as  snoh. 

The  oonstitiitioa  has  atipnlated,  that  the  Pre- 
rident  shall  be  compenaated  fbr  hia  servicea, 
that  ve  shall  asoertain  it  by  law ;  but  it  has  not 
swd  CHM  pliable  with  respect  to  the  pay  of  the 
YUx  Preidei^;  hence  1  conader  it  would  be 
imprc^w  to  pay  him  on  any  other  principle 
Uum  m  prc^rtion  to  his  servioee.  If  these 
require  five  tbonsaod  dollais  a  year,  it  may  be 
nuMa  to  amount  to  that  sum,  at  so  much  per 

A»  to  theobeerratitHiBof  theguitleman  from 
CoaneotioDt,  (Ur.  Shkouh,)  that  Lientenant 
Goremois  receive  salaries  in  the  several  States, 
mad  therefore  it  will  be  proper  to  grant  one  to 
the  Vice  Prendent,  in  cvder  to  comport  with 
the  ftfaetice  of  the  States  individoally,  I  shall 
Cdly  reoiark,  that  in  some  States  they  have  no 
■tdi  officer;  in  others,  where  they  have  soch 
an  officer,  they  give  him  no  pay  at  all ;  in  some, 
tbey  are  paid  according  to  their  attendance  on 
bofliieGa,  in  the  manner  that  I  propose  to  pay 
tbe  Vice  PreddenL  .  Bat  admitiing  that  every 
State  had  an  officer  of  this  kind,  and  that  they 
paid  him  a  salary  like  that  proposed  in  the  re- 
port, it  would  be  no  argument  why  the  General 
Govemment  should  pimoe  a  practice  incon- 
■sieot  with  that  economy  and  sense  of  propriety 
which  it  on^t  to  be  the  stud;  of  the  Kepre- 
acfitaliTea  of  the  people  of , the  United  States  to 
preasfre  to  their  oonatitDent& 


Mr.  MiDiaoM. — I'do  not  concur,  Mr.  Speaker, 
in  sentiment,  with  my  colleague  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  oonceive,  sir,  if  the  constitution  is  silent 
on  this  pmnt,  that  it  is  left  to  the  Legialatore 
to  decide  according  to  its  nature  and  its  merita. 
The  natnre  (rf  the  office  will  require  that  the 
Vice  President  shall  always  be  in  readineea  to 
render  that  service  which  conting«Doies  may 
require;  bnt  I  do  not  apprehend  it  to  t>e  in  onr 
power  to  derive  mnob  advantage  from  any 
gnides  fitmished  by  the  examples  of  the  several 
States ;  because  vre  Ediall  find  them  difierently 
provided  for  by  the  different  Governments,  u 
we  consider  that  the  Vice  Pretddent  may  be 
taken  from  the  extremity  of  the  continent,  and 
be  from  the  natnre  of  his  office  obliged  to  redde 
at  or  within  the  convenient  reach  of  tba  seat 
of  Government,  to  take  upon  him  the  exercise 
of  the  Preiddeut's  Amotions,  iu  case  of  any 
accident  that. may  deprive  the  Union  of  the 
servioea  of  their  first  officer,  we  must  see,  I 
think,  it  will  often  hi4)pen  that  he  will  be 
obliged  to  be  constantly  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. No  officer  under  a  Stale  Government 
can  be  so  far  removed  as  to  make  it  inconven- 
ient to  be  called  upon  whan  his  services  are 
required;  so  tliat,  if  he  serve  withont  a  salary, 
it  may  be  he  can  redde  at  home,  and  pnrsne 
his  domestic  bunness ;  therefore  the  application 
in  that  case  doesnot  appear  tome  to  becondo- 

My  colleague  bi^s  that  he  wiU  derive  advan- 
tages from  being  in  the  line  of  appointment 
to  the  presidential  ohaii.  If  he  ia  to  be  consi- 
dered as  the  apparent  successor  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  qnaU:^  himself  the  better  for  that 
office,  he  must  withdraw  trom  bis  other  avo- 
cations, and  direct  his  attention  to  the  obtain- 
ing a  pierfeot  knowledge  of  his  intended  bnrir 

The  idea  that  a  man  ought  to  be  paid  <»ily  in 
proportion  to  his  servioea,  holds  good  in  some 
cases,  but  not  iu  others.  It  holds  good  in  legis- 
lative bosinesa,  but  not  in  the  executive  or  Judi- 
cial departments.  A  judge  will  lie  sometime! 
nnempioyed,  as  in  the  case  of  tiie  Vice  Presi- 
dent; yet  it  is  found  neoesaary  to  claim  the 
whole  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  fbr 
which  he  is  ^pointed.  If  the  prindple  of  pro- 
portioning the  allowance  to  the  quantum  of  ser- 
vioes  performed  obtuns,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Judiciary  will  be  as  dependent  on  the  l^ie- 
lative  authocity,  as  if  the  Legislatnre  was  to 
declare  what  shall  be  th^  salary  for  the  sne- 
ceeding  year ;  because,  by  abridging  their  ser- 
vices  at  every  session,  we  could  reduce  them  to 
such  a  degree,  as  to  require  a  very  trifling  com- 
pensation indeed.  Neither  do  I,  Mr.  Speaker, 
consider  this  as  a  sinecure ;  but  that  wilt  appear 
from  the  reasons  already  given.  The  office  of 
a  judge  is  liable,  in  some  degree,  to  the  same 
o^ection;  but  these  kinds  of  olg'ectiona  are 
levelled  against  the  institutions  themselves. 
We  are  to  consider  his  iq)pointm^it  as  a  part 
of  the  constitution ;  and  if  we  mean  to  carry 
the  oonstitulion  into  foU  e&ot,  we  od^  to 
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inak«  proriBm  for  bla  nqmort,  adeqiuto  to  like 
meriU  and  nabue  of  the  (moe. 

Mr.  AusMid  that  the  Vice  Pre^enfa  ao- 
o^tanoe  of  i^q^Nrinteieat  waaarennndattok 
(rfemr  oUier  aTooatioD.  When  a  man  ia  taken 
from  the  man  ot  the  people  for  a  paMdenlar 
office,  he  ia  entitled  to  a  oatnpensation  from  the 
pnblio;  telnff  the  thne  In  irnkh  he  is  not  par- 
timli^  emplojed,  he  ia  nippoBed  to  be  ea- 
saged  in  poUtiml  reaearohM  stt  the  benefit  of 
niaooontry. 

Ever;  man  la  elinble,  hj  the  ocmatitDtitm,  to 
Iw  chosen  to  thia  offloe ;  but  if  a  oompetent  aop- 
port  ia  not  allowed,  the  ohidae  will  be  confined 
to  opnlent  ohanwiteTa.  Thia  ia  an  aristooratio 
Idea,  and  oontnTenee  the  apiiit  of  the  otxiati- 
tatimi. 

Mr.  SMcnr.— Thta,  rir,  ia  a  anUeot  of  a  deli- 
cate nature,  and  the  diaoneeioQ  of  it  rather  dis- 
i^reeatile ;  bnt  I  thmk  it  my  dat7  to  declare 
.my  aentiments  freely  npon  it  So  argument 
luu  been  addnoed  to  oonvinoe  me  that  the  Vioe 
Preiident  onght  to  receive  an  allowanoe  any 
more  than  the  other  members  of  the  Le^alatnre. 
Ea  oannot  be  compelled  to  perfbrm  any  dnty. 
Thia  ia  an  important  anl^eot,  and  oogtat  to  be 
maturely  eonaidered,  as  a  great  deal  depends 
on  the  dedsion  which  will  now  take  place. 

Mr.  BcBcx  observed  that  the  sitaation  of  onr 
finanoea  was  so  mnch  embarrassed,  as  to  dis- 
empower  os  from  dving  such  ample  Balariee  as 
we  might,  under  oifFerent  ciroomstanoes,  think 
neoesBsry;  that  it  was  bnt  reasonable  the  Vice 
President  shoold  Teoeive  a  compensation  ade- 
quate to  the  second  officer  in  the  GovermneDt 
He  will  be  subject  to  eitra  enienses  by  liying 
at  the  Heat  of  Oovemment,  and  will  be  obliged 
to  maintain  his  dignity.  Mr.  B.  futher  sng- 
geeted  that  the  som  might  not  tie  folly  snfGaient, 
bnt  in  onr  preeeot  aitiiMion,  it  was  as  much  as 
we  conld  afford. 

lb.  Aitaa,  in  Us  reply  to  Mr.  Benit'b  obeer- 
vataons,  Minted  ont  tiie  difforeoce  of  the  ritna- 
tion  of  tAe  yioe  Preradent  and  the  members  of 


the 


Hr. 


Le^datni 


e  additional  r^narki 


1  Bimilw  nBtnra,  and  further  obaorved,  it 
would  be  neoessary  that  the  members  of  the 
Eonse  should  retom  and  asaociate  with  their 
oonBtdtnentSjin  order  to  learn  their  sentimentB 
and  their  feelinga,  and  witness  their  sitnation 
and  wants,  that  they  may  oonseqaentl^r  resume 
their  former  ocoapations :  but  with  respect  to 
the  Vice  Preadent,  his  aooeptanoe  most  be  oon- 
ridared  OS  an  abandonment  of  every  other  par- 
Bnit ;  he  mast  renide  at  tbe  Beat  of  Qovermneut, 
and  will  nec«Baaiily  inoor  extra  ezpensea  in 
consequence  of  bis  office. 

Hr.  Stonb. — I  am  for  giving  such  salaries  to 
the  officers  of  thia  Oovemnient,  as  will  render 
them  easy  in  their  situation.  But  we  are  con- 
fined by  the  ccnatitntion ;  salaries  are  to  be 
given  for  services  perfbnned ;  they  are  con- 
sidered in  no  other  light.  The  Vice  President 
oannot  be  viewed  in  any  other  light  than  that 
of  the  Preetdent  of  the  Senate.    I  am  for  his 


bMng  pud  per  dinn,  bat  would  allow  him  a 
Mwrona  snpport.  I  donotthinkfivethoosand 
dollars  are  aaffioient ;  I  wonld  allow  him  a 
larger  snm,  whioh  allowBna&  per  diem,  would 
amount  to  what  wonld  be  folly  adequate. 

Mr.  BioTH,  of  South  Oarolina,  said,  that  by 
the  oonstitnldon  the  Vice  Pread«it  could  not 
be  considered  as  a  Senator,  and  therefor«  conld 
not,  with  any  propriety,  be  paid  as  taeb.  Oon- 
sidering  him  as  an  officer  in  the  Oovemmcnt, 
next  in  dignity  to  the  Pntodent,  and  partaon- 
larty  deri^aated  by  the  conatitation,  he  mnat 
support  a  correspondent  dignity  in  hn  slryle  of 
living^  and  oonseqneotly  oo^t  to  have  a  ocm- 
p«teat  allowance  for  that  pnrpoae.  He  did  oot 
think  five  thousand  dollars  would  be  oonddcred 
too  mnoh,  and  wonld  vote  for  that  kuh.  Ilie 
idea  of  a  daily  allowance  mnat  be  ^ven  op,  aa 
in^iplicable  to  the  dtnation  aaaigned  him  by 
the  coDstitntdon.  He  is  there  reoogniaed  aa 
Vioe  President,  and  aa  such  onght  to  be  pro- 
vidod  for.  A  duly  pay  of  twenty-Bve  or  tlni^ 
dollars  wonld  appear  a  large  compenaaticm ;  yet 
if  Otugnes  aat  but  one  hundred  dM,  which, 
in  all  probaUlity,  wonld  be  the  lengui  of  thedr 
fatare  BCMnoiu,  it  wonld  be  inaoffioient  fiv  hia 
support  Bnt  snppoee  it  one  hundred  and  fifty 
days;  this,  at  thirty  dollars  per  d^y,  would 
come  so  near  the  proposed  salary,  tliat  the 
saving  would  be  an  inooodderable  trifle ;  but 
if  the  session  was  longer,  it  mi^t  amoant  to 
more  than  is  contemplated  by  any  gentleman. 

Mr.  P&oB  was  dearly  for  making  the  allow- 
ance by  annoal  salary,  becanse  the  office  was 
permanent;  a  daily  i^owanoe  could  not  be 
relied  upon,  because  if  the  Senate  sat  bnt  a  fbw 
days,  it  wonld  be  incompetent,  even  at  one 
hundred  dollan  p^  day ;  whereas,  if  the  aes- 
taon  was  of  long  continuance,  that  sum  wonld 
be  more  Uian  the  servicea  could  require^  if  they 
are  to  hold  a  oompariaMi  with  those  of  the 
President    If  the  Honse  agreed  to  strike  out 

.. . ".  JoHars  T       -  " 
thousand,  which  w 
given  to  the  Preddent 

l£r.  BooDiHOT. — The  qnesticHi  seems  to  torn 
merely  on  this  point,  whether  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent eh^  receive  a  per  diem  allowance,  or  an 
annual  salary  I  The  oonstitntjon  oa^^t  to  eerre 
as  the  ground  on  which  to  detennine  it ;  thero- 
fore  we  are  to  consider  the  point  of  view  in 
which  thia  office  is  plaoed  by  that  iDstnuneat. 
The  second  article  calls  him  into  view  with  the 
President ;  he  is  to  be  dected  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  Preddent,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
second  beet  character  in  the  Union  to  fill  the 

Claoe  of  the  first,  in  case  it  ahonld  be  vacated 
y  any  nnforeaeen  acddent  The  constitntjon 
considers  him  a  re!)pectable  officer;  he  is  to 
snpereede  the  President,  when  it  diall  ha):^>ea 
that  the  First  Magistrate  dies  or  is  removed  on 
impeachment  and  conviction.  Theee  are  the 
great  otjeota  of  his  appointment.  His  duty  aa 
Preddent  of  the  Senate  is  only  collateral;  con- 
sequently he  ought  to  be  respected,  and  ]HX>vided 
for  according  to  the  dignity  and  imp«Mlanoe  of 
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hb  princqMl  cbaraetar.  If  (tail  inferior  dntiee 
v«t«  »ttaob«d  to  him,  would  it  be  an  argoment 
t»  redndng  the  ecnopMuation  to  an  Mnalitj 
with  wbM  oo^t  to  be  granted,  if  lie  performed 
■odi  inftrior  dntaee  <n]f  t  I  ^tpvehend  it  it  a 
priaei^  <rf  tids  natare  whioh  urges  gentlemen 
cmtoimBtheaDMndmait.  loaDnotwesnyrea- 
atm  for  differiu:  with  tlie  constitnticm  on  a  point 
tai  wUdi  I  think  it  ought  to  gpide  onr  deoiMon. 
I  think  there  ia  so  afflnitr  oetween  tfae  dura- 
tSoo  of  the  offioa  and  the  oompenaation.  Tht 
paoaOtntioD  eatahHdtea  the  office  for  four  jean: 


I  eompenaMliim  ooglit  to  b 
e  witn  that  idea. 


Tfae  qneelkra  on  Hr.  Whttz's  motion  wai 
taken  aiu  loet,  as  was  tSt.  Piob'b  motjoa  fbi 
atariking  out  5,000  and  Inaertang  8,000  doUars. 

The  pn^Maitioa  b^ng  then  a^raed  to, 

The  Howe  pnmaaded  to  oonrader  the  follow- 
fa*g;  That  the  dallj  pt^  (tf  the  members  of  the 
fVinatfi.  and  Honae  cf  Be|wesentatiyeti,  for  their 
■ttemJaate  at  the  tame  jypotnted  for  tha  >  ' 
Ing  at  their  remeetiTe  EooBee,  and  for' the 
tbey  diall  be  gMug  to,  and  letnn  „ 
alknring  the  travel  of  twenty  miles  for  each 
imiT,  he  rix  dtdlara,  sod  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
Hooae  of  BepreeentatiTaB  twelve  aoUars. 

Hr.  Sbmwkik  moved  to  amend  thia  ptopo- 
iitioai,  BO  as  to  give  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate  aix  doDan  per  da/,  and  five  to  the  mem- 
ber* of  the  Hooae  of  Bepresentativea.  His 
iiMiriii  for  inbodnoing  tUs  distinction  was, 
that  the  oonvention  had  made  it  in  the  oossti- 
tBtioiL  The  SenatOTB  are  required  to  be  of  an 
■dranoed  age,  and  are  elected  for  six  years. 
Konr  this  term  takHi  oot  of  the  life  of  a  man, 
|MMed  the  middle  rtase,  may  be  foirly  deemed 
cqaalto  awhole  life;  for  it  was  to  be  espeotod, 
tMi  Aw,  if  any,  of  the  SenatorB  conid  return 
to  dMir  former  oeenpations  when  the  period  for 
Tetfawnmit  arrived;  indeed  after  six  years  spent 
fn  other  pnrsnit^  it  may  be  qneetdoned  whether 
a  man  woold  be  qnaBfled  to  retnni  with  any 


He  did  not  say  six  dollara  was  more  than  a 
eompaniation  for  thedr  lervioes  and  expenses ; 
bat  as  eocmomy  oii|^  to  be  partionlarly  Htndied 
k7  the  Le^slatnre,  he  had  moved  to  rednce  it. 


thia  be  thon^t  to  be  in  &vor  of  amall  salariea. 
Hot  bat  a  dSereat  aeatimrat  might  prevail  in 
ma»  of  the  States;  perhuM  ^^rent  olronm- 
it^Mae  mi^t  warrant  tiie  oifibrence  of  opinion. 
It  vaa  {VfAsUe  that  five  doUan  laid  oot  in  that 


part  at  the  Union  from  whieh  he  oame,  would 
ba  more  advantageooB  to  the  person,  than  a  like 
Bcm  Ud  out  at  tim  other  extremity  of  the  cod- 
tineot;  bittbebel]eved,nevertbe1ees,  that  some- 
ti^ag  wo<dd  be  left  to  those  gentjemea  ont  of 
tfaa  five  doDara  per  day,  after  their  expenses 
vera  paid ;  hot  even  if  a  little  eelf-dei^  was 
the  conseqnenoo  of  this  rednotion,  it  wonld  do 
bat  little  barm;  whweae  the  precedent  might 
bare  a  Mhttary  inflneoee  upon  the  fiiture  ad- 


tb.  J^CKBon. — I  am  opposed  to  this  dlscriml- 
natioxk,  beoonse  all  have  alike  abandoned  thdr 
partiralar  porsoits  in  lifb,  and  all  have  eqnaOy 
engaged  in  the  servioe  of  their  oranmon  conn^. 
On  what  prindple  can  this  disldnctdim  then  be 
contended  fort  Is  it  expected  that  a  Senator 
shall  eat  more,  or  drink  more  oostly  liqaora 
than  ammber  of  the  Hooee  i^  RepNeentativeet 
£  preeome  it  is  not;  their  expenses  most  be 
nearly  eqnaL  I  can  see  bnt  one  reason  that  oaa 
be  aagigiied  fix'  this  difibrence,  which  is,  that 
the  Senate  may  sit  longer  than  the  Eonse;  bnt 
oonndering  they  are  to  receive  p<^  aocordiogly, 
this  reason  ia  of  no  weu^t.  Tbo  dnties  of 
both  Hooaes  are  eqnal,  and  the  pay  ought  to  be 
alike. 

I  will  snbmit  to  the  gentieman  who  broaght 
this  motion  forward,  whether  it  is  not  nmoh 
worse  to  the  personal  interest  of  men  in  bnd- 
nws  to  be  taken  ofT  in  the  prime  of  Ufe,  than 
aAer  the  sncoesafol  pnrsnit  of  some  profession 
at  tm  advanced  age,  when  the  natnnil  end  pro- 
per time  of  retirement  arrives ;  snd  if  so,  his 
aigoment  falls  to  tlie  ground.  Bnt  if  the  re- 
verse is  tme,  it  wUl  not  support  his  motion, 
because,  if  we  look  aronnd,  our  senses  will  in- 
form us  that  this  House  contains  as  venerable 
and  aged  members  as  any  within  the  walls  of 
the  Senate;  thus  again  we  are  upon  a  footing. 
Now,  nnleae  gentlemen  mean  that  we  shonld 
depress  ourselves,  and  thereby  set  the  Senate 
alwve  ns,  I  cannot  oonoeive  what  foondatitai 
there  will  be  for  a  disoriminalaOD. 

Mr.  Lbb.— I  am  in  fhvor  of  the  motion  for 
discriminating  between  the  Senate  and  this 
House,  because  the  constitution  has  dtme  It 
in  a  variety  of  modes.  The  qnalificationa  are 
soperior ;  a  Senator  mnst  be  a  man  advanced  in 
life,  and  have  been  i^e  years  a  dtizen  of  the 
United  States ;  while  a  yonnger  man  who  hm 
been  bnt  seven  years  a  dt&ea,  may  obtain  a 
seat  in  this  House. 

The  constitotion  has  made  a  difibrenoe  in  the 
mode  of  election.  The  Senators  are  selected 
with  peculiar  care ;  they  are  the  purified  choice 
of  the  people,  and  the  best  men  are  likely  to 
be  preferred  by  snob  a  dioice ;  those  who  have 
shown  the  folleet  proob  of  their  attachment  to 
the  public  interest,  and  evinced  to  their  coun- 
trymen their  superior  ablities.  In  order  to 
bring  forth  such  characters  to  partake  of  onr 
public  oonndls,  I  think  every  motive  of  honor 
and  of  interest  ought  to  be  called  into  action. 
If  men  are  not  brought  fbrth  who  will  maint^ 
tlieir  own  dignity,  and  promote  the  pablic  in- 
terest by  a  firm  and  independent  conduct,  re- 
gardless of  every  risk,  regardless  of  the  voioe 
of  calumny  or  popular  clamor,  onr  Government 
will  soon  lose  its  importance  and  its  energy.  I 
ooDtemplate,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Senate  as  a  tiar- 
rier  between  the  Executive  and  this  branch  ct 
the  Legislature,  shielding  the  people  from  any 
apprehension  of  being  attacked  by  an  aspiring 
Magistracy  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  Other 
from  being  desolated  by  the  anarchy  often  goie- 
rated  b  j  a  time-eervingneas  to  veering  pt^ndai^ 
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Vtj.  We  ahall  gain  these  desirable  object*  at  a 
trifling  price,  if  we  make  a  distinction  of  two 
or  three  dolton  per  daj — a  triflioe  allowsnoe 
indeed  to  oar  moat  worthy  uges.  Bnt,  b^  the 
gentleman  last  np,  there  are  as  jonitg  men  in 
uie  Senate  m  in  thia  House ;  altbon^  there  be, 
tlie  time  will  oome  when  none  bat  the  moat 
venerable  Kid  respectable  of  our  oititens,  men 
whose  hoary  heads  are  silvered  over  with  Uie 
hcmors  of  an  eiperienoed  old  age,  men  illn*- 
trioQB  by  their  virtues  and  euiacitj,  will  have 
the  public  confidence  eosared  to  them  by  the 
pmity  and  notoriety  of  their  principles. 

Now  is  the  time  to  deliberate  and  view  evwy 
fhtnre  oiroomstanoe  which  m^  arise  from  om- 
dedsion ;  the  imporisnoe  of  thu  principle  here- 
after, is  iDfinitelf  above  evsry  advantage  which 
the  preseot  members  mav  derive  from  iL  By 
It  iMnejon  may  secnre  dignity  and  pennaneiH^ 
to  the  Oovenunent,  and  h^>pineas  under  il« 
Administration. 

It  is  with  difBcnlty,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  yon 
oan  draw  forth  men  of  age  and  much  experi- 
ence to  participate  in  the  political  cmcema  of 
their  coontry.  Retirement  and  reflection  are 
incident  to  that  period  of  life ;  they  are  sought 
for,  and,  when  obt^ed,  they  are  highly  prized. 
The  wise  and  virtDons  sage,  who  from  the  mo- 
nitions of  nature  has  discovered  that  his  re- 
maining years  will  be  hot  few,  must  be  incited 
bj  every  motive  that  can  operale  on  the  hnmau 
heart  to  continne  those  labors  which  he  seeks 
to  bnry  the  remembrance  of  in  the  deeps  of 
solitude.  Honor  ms^  stimulate  the  ingenuous 
mind ;  but  interest  is  a  great  reason  of  action, 
and  may  be  nsefully  emplojred  to  inflneoce  old 
•gc- 

What  I  have  now  urged  is  in  fkvor  of  tlie 
oonstttotionol  distinction ;  I  approve  of  l^ 
amendment,  bet  I  wish  the  sum  had  been  kA 
ont,  that  the  provision  might  be  deteimined  ac- 
cording to  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  not 
aSect  the  principal  question  of  discriminatkm. 
J  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  there  is  no  heart  within 
these  walls  bat  beats  with  patriotic  ardor,  and 
has  determined  to  pursue  the  noblest  o^ect,  the 
public  good.  Nothing  but  the  anxiety  I  feel  tar 
this,  as  connected  with  the  present  question, 
oonld  have  induced  me  to  trouble  the  Honse 
with  a  repetition  of  what  was  dilated  upon,  on 
a  former  occasiOD.  Let  it  then  be  considered, 
that  on  our  decision  depend  the  dignity  of  the 
Legislatnre,  and  the  perpetnity  of  that  Govern- 
ment, the  glory  and  the  hopes  of  the  people  of 
America,  which,  if  now  disappointed,  mnst  be 
succeeded  by  confusion  and  gloomy  despur. 

Mr.  Wnrra. — I  object,  sir,  to  a  discrimina- 
tion. I  cannot  perceive  th^  difference  in  the 
eonstitntion  alluded  to  by  tjie  gentlemen. 
Among  the  Senators  and  the  people  in  some  of 
the  ancient  commonwealths,  an  artificial  and 
political  distinction  was  established,  which  was 
the  cose  at  Home,  in  particular.  Thei«  the  Sen- 
aUm  were  considered  as  possesdng  some  de- 
gree of  divini^,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  were 
not  admitted  to  aasociate  with  them.    Can  it 


be  supposed  that  the  name  of  Senators  will 
render  those  members  nperior  to  their  feDow- 
citiiens?  I  cannot  ■••  taj  ^ffercoce  in  the 
general  eatima&m  between  a  Senator  and  a  Rep- 
resentatave,  however  great  their  sentiments  amy 
vary  in  their  respective  Stotea ;  and  cannot  ecw- 
ceive  why  any  aiscriminatku  shonld  be  made 
in  their  allowances. 

The  independence  of  the  members  of  this 
House  may  be  iifjDted  by  such  a  diatinotjon ; 
and  the  Suiate,  at  some  fhtive  day,  may  have 
it  in  their  powento  carry  p<»nts,  snd  be  enabled 
to  prolong  the  aesrioo,  when  it  may  be  of  great 
inconvenience  to  the  House. 

Hr.  llii>noN  was  of  opini<»i  that  a  disorimi- 
nati<Hi  waa  neoeesary ;  he  observed,  that  it  had 
been  evidently  contemplated  b^  the  ocnstitn- 
tion,  to  distingnidi  in  hvor  of  the  Senate,  tjiat 
men  of  abilities  -and  firm  prinoiplea,  whom  the 
love  and  custom  of  a  reljred  lift  mi^t  render 
averse  to  the  &tignee  of  a  public  one,  may  bo 
induced  to  devote  Ute  experience  of  yean,  and 
the  Boqu&itions  of  study,  to  the  service  of  thdr 
country.  And  nnlees  something  of  this  kind  ia 
adopted,  it  may  be  difflcnlt  to  obtain  proper 
characters  to  fill  the  Senate,  as  men  of  enter- 
prise and  genius  will  natnrally  prefer  a  seat  in 
the  Honse,  mmsidering  it  to  be  a  more  eon^o- 
nons  situatitm. 

Ur.  MooBx  did  not  see  the  proimety  of  the 
discrimination  proposed ;  the  business  of  each 
House  is  equal,  or  U' there  isadiSerence  inthdr 
le^ative  concerns,  it  is  in  favor  of  the  Honse, 
He  bad  no  idea  of  giving  the  public  money  tOr 
snoh  an  idle  pnrposa  oa  the  support  of  a  hnci- 
M  dignity  and  superiority.  His  idea  of  the 
business  was,  each  member  ought  to  be  oom- 
pensated  for  his  services,  and  nothing  hrther. 

Mr.  VnfiHG. — The  arguments  brought  fiir- 
ward  by  my  hon(H«ble  Mend  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Ln,)  httve  not  proved  satisfactory  to  my 
mind,  that  his  favorite  omolon  with  reroect  to 
diacrimination  is  right  He  has  told  ns  Uiat  tba 
sagee  of  America  will  be  selected,  and  placed  in 
this  distingnished  sitnatiori.  True,  sir,  I  expect 
venerable  and  respectable  chBi«ct«r8  will  nn^ 
their  way  into  every  branch  of  the  Qoverament ; 
but  when  I  oonsider  the  mode  in  which  the 
Senate  is  elected,  T  wprehend  we  may  hava 
there  men  whose  wealtn  bos  created  them  th» 
influence  necessary  to  get  in.  If  any  thing  Is 
to  be  expected  by  this  refined  choice,  it  is  that 
men  of  rank  and  opulence  will  draw  the  regard 
of  the  small  and  select  circle  of  a  8tBt«  Legis- 
lature ;  while  the  Repreaentatives  in  this  Honse, 
being  the  choice  of  their  fellow-oitizenH,  among 
whom  rank  and  dignity  are  rather  unpopular, 
will  consist  of  men  m  middling  eircumstaooea. 
Now  if  any  thing  is  to  be  drawn  from  trga- 
ments  like  these,  it  is  in  favor  of  this  Hotue^ 
But  the  whole  of  this  is  a  sntfject  rai  which  we 
are  better  able  to  decide  frum  our  feelings,  than 


I  am  against  the  motion  for  another  reason, 
idr ;  it  gow  to  reduce  the  compensation,  whioh 
I  think  ia  already  set  too  low,  to  ftainiah  good 
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■eenrltj  tat  th«  iuppj  admlniBlrEitaoii  of  the 
GoTwnment.  In  ocn^ering  this  sabject,  tiiete 
an  two  important  otjecta  aeoesaarj  to  engage 
tba  ittentiaa  of  theL^liriatore.  First,  that  the 
eompeikaatioa  be  not  made  an  oliject  for  indi- 
•eooe  to  pursue;  and  eecond,  that  it  be  not  so 
low  aa  to  tbroT  the  bn^eas  of  legislation  into 
tba  hands  of  rich  and  aspiring  nabobs,  but  moh 
as  to  compensate  a  man  in  the  middle  grade  of 
Hfe.  Tlie«e  are  generallj  men  of  business,  who 
are  fittest  to  etmdnot  the  concema  of  their  fel- 
Iaw-«ttuena.  Now,  in  compensating  this  daas 
ot  men,  (fbr  I  would  have  the  compensation 
proportioaed  to  thia  olaae,)  I  do  not  take  into 
ooaaid««tion  tb«  aaoriflcea  tbej  make,  bj  dedi- 
cating thur  time  and  abilities  to  t^  Bervice  of 
thMr  conntrj ;  bnt  I  confine  myself  merely  to 
a  oompenaation  for  their  time  and  aerTicea.  If 
tbe  oompensatlon  is  made  an  object  for  indi- 
gmce,  wo  shall  have  the  seesioOB  protracted  to 
■a  extreme  length,  and  the  expense  will  be  in- 
rmannd-  if  we  make  .the  reward  barely  oom- 
HMBsnrate  with  tbe  servioee,  von  will  have  men 
of  Abilitiea,  who  will  deepat«h  the  pablio  bosi- 
iMM,  and  return  to  their  priTate  porsnits.  If 
the  boBneea  ia  done  withont  pay,  it  ma;  be  pro- 
dnetrra  of  the  moat  enonnous  evils.  Were 
mwtrj  member  of  the  British  House  of  Oom- 
mons  aOowed  a  thousand  gaineaB  a  ;esj-,  they 
woold  be  leas  venal ;  we  should  not  find  them 
tmrrhaning  their  seats,  and  selling  their  votes, 
far  plama  and  pensiona.  The  verj  money  given 
in  thia  wa;  would  ftunish  a  handsome  eompen- 
aBOon  fat  every  member,  and  add  something 
owiaderable,  annually,  to  their  linking  tbnd. 

I  apprehend,  in  eatablishing  a  compensation, 
wa  daiH  pot  It  In  the  power  of  gentlemen,  while 
here,  to  hve  aa  independent  aa  they  can  at  bome. 
Pcfli^M  I  basard  a  OM^ectnre,  when  1  say  there 
ia  not  a  gentleman  on  this  fioor,  I  am  certain 
tbere  an  not  many,  bnt  have  found,  from  expe- 
rienoe,  tltat  Ax  dollars  per  day  ia  adequate  to 
tl«t  ol^iect;  certainly  it  cannot  be  the  wish  of 
■ly  man  to  make  tbe  pnblio  service  unpleasant, 
\ij  raidaring  the  otn^ion  of  tbe  members  of 
Oongrew  kaa  ehgifale  than  a  solitary  retirement 
front  nafaiotio  poiBnita  would  be.  Any  man 
who  tavea  dMently,  will  find  siz  dollars  a  day 
not  iDore  than  stonoient  to  def^  the  expense 
ef  a  cMMial  reaidenoe  in  a  splendid  dty. 

Tbe  experiment  has  been  made.  If  a  gentle- 
HMB  keqM  a  aerrant  and  hia  horsea,  and  means 
to  recipn>eat9  the  dviUlies  be  reodvea,  I  again 
■■ert  the  ctxnpoiBaUon  ia  inadequate.  It  is 
true,  we  nxj  an  tor  two  dollars  a  day ;  bnt 
Ih>w  t  Tliere  ia  a  dignity  attached  to  the  mtna- 
tion  ot  %  Bepreaentative,  with  reroect  to  bis 
taaatrj;  and  tlie  oanpemation  nu^t  be  seven 
or  cagbt  doDars  per  day,  withont  granting  the 
nea^iraa  more  tun  a  hue  compensation.  From 
aJl  tbeae  oonnderations,  I  am  indnced  to  hope 
tliat  gentlonen  will  Indulge  a  little,  and  rather 
— pport  an  increase,  than  a  diminntion  of  pay. 

Aa  to  tfae  diaeriminatitm,  it  haa  been  once  de- 
oded  against  by  a  condderable  m^ority;  I 
bne  no  donbt  bnt  it  will  now  meet  a  rinular 
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fate;  bnt  be  the  dedrfon  of  the  House  what  it 
may,  with  respect  to  the  qnantnm,  or  manner 
of  compensation,  I  shall  never  fear  to  deliver 
my  sentiments.  On  the  present  occasion,  I 
wish  them  known  to  my  constituents,  and  1  am 
much  mistaken  if  they  are  not  coincident  with 
their  own. 

Mr.  Sbmxt. — I  am  sorry,  dr,  that  the  question 
of  discrimination  bas  been  brought  before  the 
House.  Can  any  reason  be  assigned  for  making 
this  distinction!  Are  tbe  services  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  more  importanoe  than  those  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives 1  I  think  not  Gentlemen  bave 
brought  forward  the  constitution  upon  this  oo- 
oasion,  bnt  I  conceive  it  to  be  oppodte  to  the 
very  principle  the;  mean  to  advocate.  This 
will  nestroy  the  independence  of  the  several 
branchea,  which  is  to  be  strictly  observed.  If 
a  discrimination  should  be  established  in  favor 
of  the  Senate,  will  it  not  naturally  tend  to 
create  a  sense  of  infericnity  in  the  minds  of  tfae 
Representatives?  And  tiie  time  may  come 
when  they  may  find  it  their  interest  to  become 
snbaervient  to  the  views  of  the  Benate.  I  feel 
SD  sensibly,  mr,  the  impropriety  and  nnconstitn- 
tionality  of  this  measure,  that  had  I  the  most 
distant  idea  it  would  comport  with  the  senti- 
ments of  a  m^ority  of  the  members  of  this 
Honee,  I  sbonla  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
a  divifflon  of  tbe  House  upon  the  question. 
But  as  I  do  not  conceive  that  to  be  the  case,  I 
sh^  waive  the  proporitlon  for  (he  preeent. 

Mr.  SiDQWios  said,  that  whenever  he  had  a 
motion  to  make  before  the  House,  he  endeavor- 
ed t«  Bstisfy  himself  of  tbe  reasonableness  and 
propriety  of  it  If  he  thought  it  proper,  he  did 
not  conrider  the  mode  of  decision  that  might  be 
adopted  of  any  material  conseqnence;  but  in 
determining  the  present  question,  he  hoped  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  would  not  be  called.  Tbere  is  a 
principle  in  mankind  which  revolts  at  the  idea 
of  inferiority  ;  a  proposition,  for  eiamplo,  ahall 
be  made,  that  has  for  its  object  tbe  establish- 
ment of  a  Hu^riority  (howsoever  necessary;) 
that  principle  u  alarmed  fnd  excited  to  oppoel- 
tion ;  to  ducnas  such  a  question  as  the  preeenL 
we  ought  to  be  diveeted  of  every  partiality  and 
preindice,  that  might  bias  our  Judgment  in  de- 
cidmg  an  affair  tbat  will  not  bear  the  test  of 
reason  and  experience.  I  conceive  the  prece- 
dence of  the  Senate  bas  been  clearly  pointed 
out  by  the  Constitution,  There  are  grades  in 
Bodety  which  are  necessary  to  their  very  exist- 
ence. This  is  a  self-evident  proposition ;  it  is 
recognized  by  every  civilized  nation,  and  by  the 
House  in  tbe  report  before  us.  For  what  rea- 
son have  we  made  a  difference  between  die 
President  and  Vice  Preddent !  Is  it  not  on  ac- 
count of  his  superior  station  and  his  dignity) 
And  between  the  Vice  President  and  the  Sen- 
ate t  This  distinction  is  likewise  established  by 
tbe  constitution  in  the  difibrenoe  of  the  terms 
tot  which  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  those 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  chosen, ' 
The  time  for  which  the  Senate  is  chosen,  de- 
mcmstratea  the  propriety  of  a  difibrenoe  bdng 
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ever;  other  avocotioa ;  iLeir  attoution  will 
wholly  taken  np  in  the  discharge  of  pnblio  biui- 
neM ;  therefore  the;  should  have  an  adequate 
and  an  independent  aUowanoe.  The  generalitj 
(f  the  membera  being  so  &r  adranoed  in  jvtm, 
will  drop,  everr  idea  ot  engaf^ing  anj  more  in 
th^  several  profesMOua.  after  bsving  onoe  an- 
gled in  t^e  servloe  of  thur  coontry.  Their 
age,  wiadom,  and  e:q>erietioe,'  all  warrant  this 
diBOiimiaation.  He  oonolnded  hj  saying,  that 
the  real  digniliy  of  the  House  was,  he  thoogbt, 
so  far  fivm  beW  diminished  by  adopting  the 
propodtioii,  that  he  conceived  it  was  easentdally 
oounected  with  it. 

iti.  Srom  thought  the  Honse  on^t  not  to 
aseist  in  elevating  one  bnuoli  of  the  Qoveni' 
meat  more  above  the  other  than  tbe  oonstita- 
tion  hod  done.  This  had  given  influence  to  the 
84Bate  by  a  negative  in  the  caees  of  treatiea  and 
awointmeuta.  It  had  given  importanoe  to  the 
HoDse,  by  vesting  them  with  the  sole  power  of 
odgiaating  money  bills.  Bnt  both  these  powers 
oonld  be  eiercised  without  a  diBcrimmation 
bring  made  in  the  pay  of  the  memliera ;  there- 
fore he  inferred  tlut  it  was  not  contemplated 
by  the  constitntion  to  make  any  each  distlDO- 
tion. 

A  disoriminati<m  m«y  evratnally  operate  to 
Ctie  pnbUc  i^jnry ;  the  House  of  Representadvea 
may  be  deMrooe  of  terminating  tbe  seesioD,  bat 
the  Senate,  finding  the  compensation  they  re- 
ceive quite  agreeable,  m^  be  inclined  to  pro- 
tract it  He  thought  tbe  true  way  of  deciding 
on  this  subject,  was  to  make  the  game  allowanoe 
to  Imth,  and  let  it  t>e  soob  as  not  to  iadnae  them 
to  protract  the  session  on  the  one  hand,  or  have 
a  tendency  to  hurry  over  the  bnaineas  on  the 

Ur.  Jacxsob  add,  in  reply  to  the  inquiry  of 
Mr.  Sbmiwiok — "Why  have  we  made  a  differ- 
enoe  between  the  Prerident  and  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent t "  that  the  whole  of  the  Preeidenfa  tLme 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  duties  of  hie  station ; 
that  the  Vice  President  might  retire  to  his  brm 
whenever  be  thought  proper.  We  refer,  said 
he,  to  the  wisdom  of  tno  Senate ;  but  how  is 
this  Buperior  wisdom  to  be  diBoemed  t  If  on 
this  account  a  distinction  is  to  be  med&  it 
necessarily  follows  that  a  difference  should  be 
made  between  the  members  of  this  Honse,  and 
those  of  the  Senate.  We  cannot  be  too  oautions 
how  we  establish  an  undue  pre-eminence,  and 
g^ve  an  influence  and  importance  to  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  over  the  other.  All  govem- 
ments  incline  to  despotism,  as  naturally  as  rivers 
run  into  the  sea.  X>espotiam  makes  its  way 
n^nally,  by  slow  and  imperceptible  slepe; 
despotio  power  is  never  eatablished  all  at  once ; 
we  shall,  ere  we  are  aware,  get  beyond  the 
gal^  and  then  we  shall  be  astonished  how  we 
reached  there.  The  servioea  of  the  Senate  are 
Dot  more  arduous  than  ours ;  their  proper  busi- 
nees  is  legislation,  and  I  will  never  consent  to 
any  dlsorimiuation.    If  I  imagined  the  question 


wonld  be  determined  ia  favor  of  disOTimination, 
I  would  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  should  it  bo 
determined  in  favor  of  it,  I  will  still  call  th« 
on  pnrpoae  that  my  constituents  may  see  tiiat  I 
have  voted  agMUot  a  measure  which  I  look  up- 
on as  iqiurious  to  the  Qovenunent. 

Mr.  Paok. — If  he  thought  the  dimimination 
proposed  wonld  have  the  tendency  wMoh  scHoe 
gentlemen  mprehended,  he  voald  be  tbe  lost 
man  on  the  noor  to  support  it.  He  wonld  be  as 
careful  as  any  man  how  he  ezteaded  tlie  influ- 
enoe  of  any  part  of  the  Government^  tx  gave  it 
the  least  inoUnation  towards  aristocracy.  Bnt 
he  t^rehended  gmtlemen  were  deoeived  in 
their  principle — he  did  not  believe  the  doctrine 
that  money  confers  importaikee,  and  be  wished 
to  evinoe  to  the  world,  that  money,  nnder 
tills  Ooremment  wonld  have  no  such  effect. 
The  Seust«  having  more  dutJee  to  perform,  m^ 
require  a  larger  peonnlary  gratificatioii ;  but 
this  will  not  add  to  their  importance.  It  will 
require  eometbiog  of  this  kind  to  stimulate  geo- 
tiemeu  to  underlie  the  service ;  for  hia  part,  he 
might  consent  to  oome  here  for  two  years,  in 
order  to  aseist  in  public  bnsineea,  but  noindoce- 
ment,  hardly,  could  engage  him  to  undertake  it 
for  six  years.  On  this  oon^eratien,  he  thooxht 
the  Senate  ought  to  have  aimnal  salariea,  and  to 
such  an  amoant  as  would  render  their  utoatMHi 
independent  and  eligible. 

If  gentiemen  are  afrud  of  an  aristocraCFy, 
they  ought  to  be  care^  not  to  make  tiie  coao- 
penaation  too  low,  so  as  to  exclude  men  of  mid- 
dling fortunes;  the  men  of  rank  and  dHtin- 
gnii£ed  opulence  might  serve  without  aay 
pecuniary  compensation ;  but  the  Goyemmeot 
would  not  be  safe,  if  it  was  eadusively  in  such 
hands.  He  wished  to  discriminate  in  bvor  ttf 
the  Benata,  bat  ho  would  rather  increase  Uieir 
pay  to  eight  doUsra,  than  reduce  tbat  <tf  the 
members  of  tbia  House,  while  he  oonsidered  it 
but  a  moderate  compensation. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Sbdowiok's  motim  ms 
taken,  and  lost  by  a  considerable  mi^rity. 

The  House  having  now  gone  through  the  iv< 
port,  it  was  Ordertd,  that  a  bill  or  biUa  ba 
Drought  in,  pursuant  thereto,  and  that  Uesara. 
BnnEB,  Stoke,  and  Uoobk,  be  a  committee  to 
pi«pare  and  bring  in  tbe  same :  with  instnxy 
tions  to  insert  a  clause  or  clansea,  making  mo- 
vision  for  a  reasonable  compensation  to  the  Beo- 
retary  of  tbe  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
K^resentativea,    respectively,   for   th«r    aer- 

Aiiar  which  the  House  adjourned. 


WiDNSSDAT,  July  39. 
Weitem  Landt. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  OtHii- 
mittee  of  Uie  whole  House  <xa  the  state  of  the 
Hnion,  Ur.  Bottddiot  in  Uie  chair,'  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  that  they  had  had  the  state  of  Hm 
Union  under  oousideraticai,  and  oome  to  a  r». 
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•olatioo  tiMranpon,  vU oh  vis  raad  and  then 
Mfvt^  in  at  the  clerk's  table,  where  the  Banw 
«M  twiea  iMd,  and  agreed  to  br  the  Hooae,  aa 


t  Ctiamm  e 
lce,Hid(hTn 


friMBd  ludi^  As  piciwr^  oT  the  Uidtod  State*  . 
tbK  Ih  Mid  cffioa  ba  mtdar  tiie  •aperiatoateioe  of 
Ifai  Gcniair  of  the  WMarn  Tsrritoiy  ;  thM  tlw 
hod  to  be  di^ond  of  b>  maOnad  to  tha  fbUowii^ 

lilt  ihabacti  or  paroaU  tabs  diqios»d  «f  to  any 

Ml  fcrnBi,  duU  not  eiQMd acne ;  tbst  tfa* 

friM  to  be  raqnired  for  the  mum   dull  ba pec 

nv;  and  that  cvbtt  pcnon  aotnallj  jattled  witlim 
ftaMidtimitaahallbe  • 


(Mend^  That  a  bill  or  biOs  be  brought  in, 
mnoint  to  the  aaid  reaolation,  and  that  Mr. 
SooTT,  lb.  Btltxstxb,  and  Ur.  Moobi,  do 
pt^ire  lud  bring  in  the  game. 


r,  Jdj  as. 
Horn*  Dtpartnunt. 

Onmotacm  of  Ur.  Tmso,  the  Houm  reeolved 
ilMlf  into  a  Cominktee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
or  the  Vjooo,  ICr.  BoiranxoT  in  the  ohair. 

Hi.  yufnra  introdnoed  a  reeolndon  far  Qie 
tAofikia  ot  the  comiiiitt«e,  b?  which  it  ii  deolar- 
«d:  That  an  Execative  department  ought '    ' 

MtaUiahed,  and  to  be  denominated  the  ] 

De[«nmeDt;  the  head  of  which  to  be  called 
Oa  eacntarr  of  the  United  States  for  the  Home 
DtpaRment ;  whow  duly  it  shall  be  to  oorroa- 
ynd  with  tba  sereral  Stat«a  aad  to  we  to  the 
uMOtioDof  thelawaoftbeunioD;  to  keep  the 
p«at  nal,  and  affix  the  same  to  all  pablio  pa- 
ptn  when  aecwaarr;  to  keep  the  leaser  seal, 
nd  to  affix  it  to  oommiMkms,  &o. ;  to  make  oat 
wiiiiiiiMniiii,  and  aDnKisUr  the  same ;  to  keej 
Uheatlo  «¥■*"  cf  ^  public  aeta,  &&,  ant 
tnoKut  the  aaow  to  the  sereral  Statea;  toi«o- 
<Bi«  the  acta  <tf  the  aeveral  States,  and  report 
(■  the  same  irhen  ocmtraij  to  the, laws  of  the 
UritedBtatea;  to  take  into  hie  onatody  the  ar- 
(Una  of  the  late  Gaagreaa ;  to  report  to  the 
Fnadeat  jiaai  for  the  pnttMoD  and  improve- 
■Bt  of  maan&etoiei,  agrionltore,  and  com- 
■tne :  to  obtain  a  geographical  acooont  of  the 
•snnl  Statea,  their'riTera,  towns,  rosda,  &o.. 
tfi  rqiort  what  poat-roads  shall  be  established. 
to  recdve  and  record  the  censoa:  '~        "'~ 


nd,  in  geoeral,  to 

■atlen  ud  things  aa  he  maj  be  directed  to  do 

iTtbePreddeat. 

Iff.  Bunoff  ot|j«cted  to  some  of  the  dntiee 
■eatioiied  in  the  reaola&m.  He  thon^t  the 
Im  the  (JloTCsimieiit  cmreapcmded  with  porti- 
calar  Statea  the  better,  and  there  oonld  be  no 


neoeesitf  for  an  officer  to  see  to  the  ezeonlion  of 
the  laws  of  the  TTnit«d  States,  when  there  waa 
Jndldarr  Institnted  with  adeqnote  powers. 
lEr.  Whitb  was  not  otmTinoed  that  there  waa 
neoeesi^  for  establishing  a  separate  depait- 
ment  for  aU  or  aj  of  the  duties  contained  in 
the  reeoloUon.  llie  oorregpondenoe  with  the 
Statee  belonged  to  the  Eieontlve.  To  see  to 
the  exeontion  of  the  laws  was  the  duty  of  the 
Judioiarr.  The  great  seal  tni^t  be  kept  bj  the 
Beoretarj  of  Foreign  Afiurs ;  the  lesser  seal 
might  be  depodted  in  the  same  hands.  Oom- 
mlKlons  might  be  made  ont  bj  the  d^>artmentB 
to  which  the  officer  is  oouneoted.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  might 
traaamit  the  public  acts,  and  keep  records  there- 
of. What  have  dmgren  to  do  with  the  acta 
of  8tat«s  I  If  they  interfere  with  the  constltn- 
ttonal  powers  of  the  Ooremment,  the  Judges 
wUl  prevent  Ihelr  operation.  The  papers  of  the 
late  Congress  may  be  distribnted  among  the 
ofBcers  to  which  they  relate ;  the  rest  may  be 
deposited  with  the  officers  of  Oongrees.  The 
want  of  the  reports  on  nuunftctoreB,  agricol- 
tnre,  and  commerce,  may  be  supplied  by  Con- 
grees.  The  post-roiws  may  be  left  to  the  Post- 
mB8t«r  General  The  oensus  mnst  be  returned 
to  OongresB,  and  they  will  preserve  it  among 
their  files.  And  it  can  hardly  be  thought  neces- 
sary to  establish  a  great  department  for  the 
of  receiving  the  models,  specimens,  and 
>resented  by  authors  and  inventors.  If 
tiiese  things  are  requisite  to  be  done  by 
a  great  department,  why  should  the  Dnited 
States  incur  the  expense  which  snch  an  arrange- 
ment must  neCesMuily  draw  along  with  it 

Mr,  HtrKTQiOTOB  thought  the  Secretary  of 
Foreign  A&irs  was  not  bo  much  overchwged 
with  buMnesa  but  that  he  might  attend  to  the 
m^or  part  of  the  duties  mentioned  In  the  reso- 
InHon. 

Mr.  TiHiNo  said,  he  had  waited  until  the 
great  Executive  deportmeutB  were  established; 
but  none  of  those  had  embraced  the  dntiee  con- 
tained in  hia  pKqmsition,  which  ho  concdved  to 
be  of  great  importance ;  many  of  the  dntiee  were 
as  essential  as  those  of  any  other  department, 
except  the  Treasury,  As  for  their  belonging  to 
the  ExeoTitive,  as  was  said  by  the  rentieman 
from  Viivinia,  he  admitted  it ;  but  they  were, 
neverthekea,  as  proper  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  principal  officer  .under  the  President,  as  the 
War  office,  or  office  of  Foreign  AfFturs ;  the 
dntiee  of  Uieee  were  especially  within  the  Exe- 
cutive department  of  the  Government.  He 
conceived  that  Uie  President  ought  to  be  re- 
Ueved  from  the  inferior  dutiee  of  his  station,  by 
officers  assigned  to  attend  to  them  under  fata 
inspection;  ne  could  then,  with  a  mind  fl«e 
ana  unembarrassed  with  the  minutis  of  hnA- 
neasj  attend  to  the  operations  of  the  whole 

If  the  office  was  admitted  to  be  necessary, 
and  he  vas  cert^  the  performance  of  the  du- 
ties were  usefol  and  essential,  the  en>en»e  could 
be  no  solid  olfjectJon,  because  the  tofonDation 
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it  wonld  funiiah  would  more  tl 
balnoe  that  article. 

The  qaeation  he  oononTed  to  be  redooed  to 
this,  whether  a  oonfldential  offiow  would  not  be 
more  useful  Chan  007  other,  and  whether  the 
duties  could  be  dietribated  among  the  officers 
already  institnted.  For  hie  part,  he  conceived 
moat  of  them  foreign  to  either  of  those  offioera ; 
and  that  thej  could  not  be  pertbrmed  with  ad- 
vantage any  other  woj  than  b;  an  officer  ap- 
pointed Bpeiuallf  for  the  pnrpose.  He  thought 
ererj  gentleman  would  admit  that  the  daties 
were  important,  and  he  aasured  them  that  hii 
onl7  reaeoa  for  bringing  the  motion,  forward 
waa,  to  provide  for  tne  public  good.  He  had 
no  persooAlmotlTeainpreBsiDgit;  he  disclaimed 
ever^  idea  of  serving  H17  particular  man  bj  the 
arrangement,  andreateditaolelynpon  itsDMrtts. 

Hr.  SiDowiOK  believed  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  his  asserliona,  that  he  had  no  personal 
motive  in  praHsinfr  this  biuaness.  He  believed 
that  he  thought  it  easendal,  and  if  his  senti- 
ments were  toesaoie,  he  wonld  join  the  gentle- 
man in  Bnpp4Hting  ute  motion;  but  after  duly 
oonndering  the  anqject,  he  was  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  tlie  offioe  woe  mmeoeeaarj,  and  that 
it  would  be  sqnandering  the  pubho  money,  at  a 
time  when  the  greatest  eoonomj  ia  reqaidte. 
He  thought  tiie  prindpal  part  of  the  duties 
might  be  asdmad  to  the  Seoretarj  of  Foreign 
Afflibt;  and  he  would,  if  the  committee  nega- 
tived the  present  motico,  introduce  another  to 
that  pDTpoae. 

Ur.  Obbbt  thought  the  burthana  of  the  peo- 
ple would  be  safGoieDtl?  great  in  providing  the 
supplies  absolntelj  neoeesarj  for  tiie  support  of 
the  Govemmeot ;  therefore  it  wonld  be  impro- 
per to  add  expenses  which  might  poesibl;  be 
avoided.  The  people  are  viewing  the  prooeed- 
ingi  of  Oongrees  with  an  attentive  solidtode, 
and  if  thej  observe  that  we  erect  officee  for 
which  there  is  no  i^parent  neoeodty,  thej  will 
be  i^it  to  think  we  are  providing  rineonrea  for 
men  whom  we  &vor;  they  will  relnotantly  pay 
what  is  extracted  fh>m  their  earnings  to  a  Gov- 
emmeot  which  they  think  is  regardlesa  of 
eoonomy.  They  will  suspect  a  further  view  in 
t^  change  of  Government.  They  will  suppose 
that  we  contemplate  the  eatablidiment  of  a 
monarchy,  by  raimng  round  the  Executive  a 
phalanx  of  such  men  as  must  be  inclined  to 
mvor  those  of  whom  thej  hold  their  places. 

Mr.  Vmrao.^Wliy  do  gaitlemen  say  that 
snoh  an  office  is  unnecessary,  when  they  are 
forced  to  admit  that  all  Uie  doties  are  essential ! 
Or  how  can  they  say  it  is  more  expeiudve  to 
establish  it  in  this  way  than  in  another  t  Suppose 
these  duties  distributed  in  the  manner  wnioh 
some  gentlemen  have  mentioned,  is  it  not  fUrhr 
to  be  presumed  that  the  departments  to  whii^ 
any  of  them  are  attached,  will  require  an  extra 

Ey  for  these  extra  services  I  If  so,  will  there 
any  economy  in  this  mode  of  procedure ! 
All  that  is  to  be  wished  for,  is  to  have  a  oonfl- 
dentiol  person  employed,  let  his  salary  be  what 
you  please:  if  it  is  not  worth  fifteen  hundred 


dollars  per  annsm,  let  it  be  fve  hundred.  Bat 
it  would  be  better  to  have  a  principal  tamanase 
the  bnunesa  than  to  have  it  eondgaed  to  clofa 


in  the  other  departmenta. 

Mr.  L4.WBXN01  eatd  tliat  something  was  ne- 
oeasary  to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  busineea 
broQ^t  forward  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Delaware.  He  conceived  that  an  officer  of 
the  rolls,  or  some  inferior  officer,  oug^t  to  be 
t^ipointed  to  transact  the  boslDees  detailed  in 
the  resolution ;  he  did  not  insist  iqxm  making  a 
great  department 

Mr.  Sedowiok  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York ;  but,  he  thought,  the  bnaineai 
miKht  l>e  thrown  into  some  other  deportment 
aod  save  to  the  Union  the  en>ense  of  the  one 
which  the  gentleman  fh>m  DeUware  wished  to 
establiah,  by  the  name  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment. He  thought  the  reedntion  proptwed  al- 
together BO  improper,  that  hehtqiedtbe  ocHnmit- 
tee  wonld  rise. 

A  desultory  conversation  aroae,  wbsther  the 
committee  should  decide  n^  the  resolntion 
or  not ;  after  which  a  i^ueatiMi  was  taken  <»1 
the  rising  of  tJie  oommlttefls  and  det^ded  In  thft 
n«^tive. 

Then  the  question  was  put  on  the  first  part  of 
Mr.  Vonsd'a  propoution,  vis :  "  That  an  Cxeen- 
tive  Department  ou^t  to  be  established,  to  be 
denominated  the  Home  Department ;"  and  lost 
by  a  oonaiderabte  m^ority. 

FmoAT,  July  24. 
i^ntmitttf  (if  Way*  ondJfMM. 

Mr.  FnzsiMoira. — The  flnonoes  of  America 
have  frequently  been  mentioned  in  tMs  Hooae 
as  being  \&tj  inadequate  to  the  demands.  I 
have  ever  been  of  a  difierent  opinion,  and  do 
beUeve  that  the  Amds  of  this  conntry,  if  pro- 
perly drawn  into  opwstion,  will  be  equal  to 
every  claim.  The  estimate  of  supplies  neces- 
sary for  the  current  year  iq)pears  very  great 
from  a  report  on  your  table,  and  whioh  report 
has  found  its  way  into  the  public  newH)q>era. 
I  said  on  a  former  ooeasion,  and  I  repeat  it  now, 
notwithstanding  what  is  set  forth  in  the  esti- 
mate, that  a  revenueof  three  millions  of  doUan 
in  spede,  will  enable  ns  to  provide  every  sup- 
ply neoeesary  to  support  the  Oovermnent,  and 
pay  the  interest  and  instalments  on  Uie  tonaffa 
and  domestic  debt  U  we  wish  to  have  more 
particular  information  on  thesepointe,  we  ought 
to  appoint  a  Oommitt«6  of  Ways  and  Meana, 
to  wnom,  among  other  tilings,  tiie  esUmateoi 
snppliee  may  be  r^brred,  and  this  ought  to  be 
done  qieedily,  if -we  mean  to  do  it  this  aeasion. 

Mr.  OzBBT  Bud,  the  eetimate  reported  by  a 
oommittee  was  as  aoonrato  as  posmble.  From 
this  it  appeared,  that  ei^t  millions  of  dollars 
would  be  necessary  fbr  Uie  aupport  of  Oovem- 
ment,  for  the  interest  and  tnstaDnentB  beooming 
dne,  and  for  the  arrearages  already  due.  He 
remarked,  that  we  had  been  already  dunned  on 
this  subjeot  by  foreigner^  and  Qiat  Ocmgreoe 
would  have  to  make  prorision  for  thsir  p^- 
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nuoL  If  three  mUDone  oT  doll&ra  were  em- 
fJojed  b)  this  use,  it  wonld  onlj  be  carrying 
thft  urenragw  into  another  year ;  but,  u  tliej 
mnit  be  paid  at  last,  he  reoommendad  making 
■D  immediate  exertion  as  a  better  wa;  of  giving 
Mttifiction  than  prooraalinatioii  wonld  be.  He 
tboo^t  it  best  to  lay  the  real  aitnatioii  of  this 
oonntry  before  the  House,  and  not  endeavor  to 
make  things  appear  better  than  tbey  really  are. 
With  reelect  to  the  pnblioatioD  of  the  esti- 
mite  in  the  papers,  he  Knew  nothmg  aboat  it ; 
bo  admitted  that  it  waa  mob  a  q{ie  as  on^t 
not  to  be  published  by  order  of  OonireBS.  He 
l^t>red  of  the  idea  of  ^ipointing  &  Ooimnittee 
H  Ways  and  Means,  if  it  were  only  to  ascertain 
whit  part  of  the  interest  on  the  debt  should  be 
paid,  and  what  of  the  principal  eitingaisbed 
vithin  the  current  year,  from  the  fiinds  already 
ponded. 

I'eidat,  July  81. 

3fr.  SooTT,  from  the  oomtnittee  ^ipointed  for 

lbs  porpoaa,  brought  in  a  bill  for  establishing  a 

laid  Office  for  the  Weetem  Territory,  which 

WIS  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion, 

imaiftd,  Iliat  a  ttamiing  oomtnittee  ba  anpoliitad 
to  (Eanuna  die  cordled  bills,  and  to  prassut  tbe  aunt 
to  Aa  Pnodent  for  hli  ^^aobatioa  and  ngnatnra. 

McMra.  Whitb  and  Fabtbidgs  were  aocord- 
indy  nipointed. 

lb.  WmTx,  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
•mnine  into  the  measures  taken  by  Oongree 
sad  the  State  of  Virginia,  reepeoting  the  lands 
RscTTed  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  widien 
of  said  Btate,  Ac.,  brought  In  a  report,  which 
VM  read  aad  laid  on  the  table. 

Tbe  Bouse  then  reeomed  the  oonidderation 
cf  the  omendmentB  agreed  upon  in  Ooimnittee 
of  the  WhoI&  to  the  bill  for  roistering  and 
fissrinij  Teaoen ;  which  being  flniahed,  the  bill 
WMcmered  to  be  engroaaedfbr  a  third  reading 
«a  Monday  next. 

A  menage  from  ^e  Senate  informed  the 
Hooie  that  they  had  passed  the  bill  for  eeta- 
Wshing  tlie  Traasory  Department,  with  amend- 
mnto;  to  which  they  dwired  the  ooncmrenoe 
«ftbeHoas& 

Vr.  Skdowiok,  from  the  committee  iqtpolnted 
b  the  purpose,  brooght  in  a  bill  to  provide 
%M  the  mfe  keepbtg  of  the  acta,  records,  and 
peat  seal  of  the  Dnited  Statee,  for  the  pnblioa- 
tkn,  preaervatioii,  and  antbentioation  of  tbe 
i«U  or  Oongreoa,  Ac, ;  whicdi  waa  read  and  laid 
■BtheubleL 

KoBSAT,  Angnat  8, 

Ameaiaga  from  the  Senate  Informed  ttie 
Baqse  that  they  had  passed  the  bill  for  theeBta- 
Ushinent  of  lif^t-hoDses,  beaoons.  and  bnoy^ 
vith  several  unendmaile;  to  whioh  they  deior- 
(d  the  ocmcnrrenoe  of  tlda  Honae. 

The  ameodmentB  of  the  Senate  wera  in 
£itdy  conddered  and  agreed  to. 

The  engroMod  Ml  fcr  wgglrtfag  the  ooMtfaig 
Tot.  I— • 


trade  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  on  moti<Hi, 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
be  taken  np  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  estabhahing  al^nd  Office  fiM-  the 
Western  Territory  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  safb  keeping  of  the 
acts,  records,  great  seal,  Jec.,  wse  read,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  friday. 

The  report  of  tbe  committee  on  amendmeDta 
to  the  constitntian  was,  on  motion  of  lb. 
IfAsiBOif,  made  the  order  d  the  day  for  Ved> 
nesday  eemiighL 

Mr.  Bebbor  made  a  motion  as  fbllowa; 

Retohtd,  That  a  eommlttaa  be  ^pointed  to  Jokl 
with  a  aommittge  of  Hie  Senate  to  be  qipointed  tot 
tiie  pdpow,  to  oonrider  of  and  report  when  It  will 
be  convenient  and  proper  that  an  a^onmmeot  of 
tbe  preeant  seitioD  of  Coi^nei  drauM  take  phtoe; 
■nd  to  ecDiider  aod  report  moh  beeliieH  now  Wore 
CongrsM^  neoeesuy  to  be  fiaiihed  befbn  the  ac^oain- 
menl,  and  each  u  may  be  conveniently  poetptnied  to 
Am  next  eoedon ;  and  also  to  oonrider  and  npott 
■noh  miHen  not  now  httate  Coomtt,  bat  which  it 
will  be  neoeseaiy  dioold  be  oonMdered  and  deta^ 
mined  by  Congreee  befbn  an  a^onnunent, 

TuBSDAT,  August  4. 
GrmpeTitatitm  of  Xtmitn. 

Mt.'Btibke,  from  the  committee  appointed 
for  Uie  pnrpoee,  brought  in  a  bill  fi>r  aUowl^c  a 
compensation  to  the  memtiers  of  both  Eonse^ 
and  to  their  respective  officers ;  this  bill  providee 
that  the  compenBBti<»t  shall  be  sa  follows,  vii  -. 

To  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House, 
six  dollars  per  day. 

The  Speuer  of  the  Honse^  twelve  dollars  per 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Benste,  and  Olerk  of 
the  Honse,  each  fiA«en  hondred  dollars  a  year, 
and  two  dollars  a  day  each  during  the  sesel<»i 
of  the  L^islatora ;  one  principal  olerk  to  eadi, 
at  three  dollars  a  day  daring  the  seauoa;  one 
engroedng  clerk  to  eaoh,  at  two  dollan  a  day 
doring  the  seesion. 

Seijeant-at-srms,  three  dollan  a  day  dnring 
the  session. 

Doorkeeper  to  the  House  and  Senate,  eook 
seven  honored  and  thirty  dollars  a  year, 

Ajwifitant  doorkeepers,  daring  the  oearion, 
one  dollar  aaA  fifty  cents  a  day  eaeh.  Thb 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

WxtonanAT,  Angnst  fi. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itMlfinto  a  Oom- 
mitt«e  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  fer  allowing 
oompensotion  to  the  membwa  of  the  Senate 
and  Honse  of  Representativea  of  the  ITiUted 
States,  and  to  the  officers  of  both  Honses,  lir.  ' 
BoiTDiKOT  in  the  chslr. 

Mr.  GooDBCK  moved  t<v  strike  out  rix  dol- 
lars,  as  the  pay  of  each  member  per  diem, 

Mr.  Ojlbboll  inqtured,  if  it  was  not  out  rf 
order  for  tlie  committee  to  alter  principles,  af- 
ter tiiey  had  been  settled  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Paw  wanted  to  know  vheUter  the  g«- 


.Coo^^lc 


»R] 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


[AmsK,  17ML 


tjeman  muut  to  inorttuw  Of  JiTriinliih  the  ram, 
for  he  premmed  It  wm  not  intended  to  be  left 
B  blank  altiwether;  but  he  hoped  the  Hoiue 
would  do  neither.  It  had  been  Mttled,  after 
mstnre  deliberation,  at  six  doUars;  the  Eonse 
oerbiinl;  thooght  that  earn  enon^  and  if  it  wai 
more,  that  it  would  be  too  mnt^ ;  he  was  Mtis- 
fled  with  this  determination,  and  wonld  adhere 
to  it  Ferhape  the  gentleman  meant  to  strike 
out  lite  ax  doQara,  in  order  to  nuke  a  dieorimir 
nation  between  the  memben  of  thia  Honae  and 
^  Benate ;  if  ao,  he  had  better  move  to  inoraase 
the  compensation  of  the  Benaton,  and  here  he 
wonld  second  him,  beoanae  he  thonf^t  their 
•ervioee  reqaired  more. 

He  would  onoe  more  mention  hia  fban  relatiTe 
to  a  small  Bom.  He  dreaded  the  abnae  of  eoon- 
<mi7,  and  was  soinHdoni  that  a  panimamonB 
provision  woold  throw  the  Goremment  into 
the  hands  of  bad  men,  \tj  which  the  people 
might  lose  eTer^  thing  they  now  held  dear. 
He  thooght  few  wonld  serve  for  a  smaller  sum 
than  he  would,  and  he  was  confident  the  allow- 
anoe  was  as  moderate  as  any  man  oonld  expect 
Gttttlemen  who  oome  a  great  diatanoe  are  pnt 
to  oonsiderable  expense,  and  their  domeetio 
arrangemenU  deatrojed:  instead  of  lajring  up 
monej  bj  their  ^lendanoe  here,  it  was  almost 
certain  ue;  would  spend  part  of  thdr  private 
eatatee. 

K  it  is  meant  that  the  r^mblio  shonld  be  pro- 
vided with  good  and  wholesome  lawe,  a  proper 
provision  uioald  be  made  to  bring  into  the 
eonnoils  of  the  Union  aaoh  men  as  are  qoalifled 
to  secnre  them  well;  It  is  not  tc 


>f  pat 

the  perpetual  haoit  of  ""^"g  snoh  exertions 
and  aacrificee  as  are  too  often  neoessary  in  the 
hour  of  danger.  "So  man  onght  to  be  called 
into  the  services  of  hia  oonntc7,  and  receive  less 
ttian  will  defray  Uie  expenses  he  inonra  bf  per- 
forming his  dnty.   If  he  doea,  the  pnblio  affiiira, 


will  lay  the  foundation  of  aristooraoy,  and  re- 
dnoe  their  equals  to  the  ct^wdty  of  menial  aer- 
vants  or  slaves. 

Mr.  SxDowioK  seconded  the  motdrai  fbr  strik- 
ing ont  He  had  endeavored  to  view  this  sub- 
ject impartJaUy,  nninflnenoed  by  any  local  oon- 
aiderations  or  oircnmstanoee ;  uid  nnder  theee 
impressions,  he  was  led  to  believe,  from  all  the 


,  eve^  f 

intbrmation  he  had  received,  whether   from 
abroad,  or  frvm  an  eianiination  in  his 


He  really  did  not  see  ai^ 


discovered.  He  had  heud  it  often  said,  that  if 
aalaries  and  allowanoea  to  pnblio  officers  were 
small,  yon  wonld  not  be  able  to  command  the 
aervices  of  good  men;  bnt  it  was  oontradioted 
by  the  &ct  He  wonld  instance  the  late  ^point- 
menta,  and  aak  gentlemen  whether  they  oon- 
ouved  better  m«i  could  have  been  promred,  if 


the  compensata<«  had  been  doubled!  Ifitwaa 
&ir  to  reason  by  experience  and  analogy,  he 
should  conolndfl  there  wonld  be  no  difflcnl^  in 
proouring  good  and  req»eotable  men,  to  aervs 
mtUs  House,  at  a  less  rate  than  six  dtdlan  per 
day.  He  had  never  yet  observed  that  men  ti 
snull  proper^  shrunk  tma  the  expense  of  aerv- 
ingin  the  councils  is! their  country. 

He  thought  the  prwjtice  of  the  Statea  wm 
opposed  to  BO  high  a  oompotsatitm;  many  of 
the  State  Legialatnrea  allowed  ttidr  meraboa  a 
dollar  and  ten  shillings  a  dVi  '^  7^  ^^7 
were  served  hy  good  men. 

He  had  beeii  informed  that  it  waa  thon^tt 
hy  men  of  sense  and  intelligence,  that  altfaon^ 
dx  dollais  might  not  be  too  great  an  allowanoa 
fbr  the  servioea  of  the  members  of  this  Honse^ 
yet,  considering  the  present  cironmatances  ctf 
the  people,  it  would  be  good  ^tcy  to  i«diu» 
the  same.  He  inoUned  to  tlus  opinioa  him- 
eelt 

Impreaeed  with  these  ideas,  and  knowing  tliat 
it  was  generally  the  opinion  of  the  pet^e,  that 
six  dollars  was  more  tnan  a  moderat«  compcaia»- 
tion  to  the  memi>ers  of  this  House,  he  should 


land  (Mr.  Oabbou.)  had  taken  the  subject  up  b 
a  proper  point  of  view,  bv  inquiring  into  tlte 
pomt  of  order.  He  be^ed  graitlemen  to  oonai- 
der  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  had  been 
discussed  already — twice  in  tlie  Honae,  and 
twice  in  committee :  ever^r  dedsion  had  been 
the  same ;  why  should  the  point  so  oft«i  deter- 
mined be  again  agitated!  It  is  contrary  to  all 
parliamentary  proceeding,  and  the  Hooae  wiQ 
never  know  when  principles  are  settled. 

He  waa  certain  that  ni  dollare  waa  but  a 
moderate  compotsation,  if  a  meinber  is  to  renda 
St  the  metropolie  of  the  XJnited  States.  H« 
wonld  adnut  that  they  could  live  for  leaa,  in 
some  niore  central  part  of  the  country;  bnt  tba 
gentlemen  from  the  eastward  ahooM  reooUeot 
that  a  small  allowance  would  be  an  argument 
fis'  removing  Ocmgress  from  this  dtj,  and  when 
that  thne  arrived,  he  should  oonaent  to  a  lowar 
sum,  bnt  not  till  then. 

Mr.  FrrwtKOKS  did  not  expect  to  hear  the 
Bul^eot  discnssed  again ;  he  thonght  it  nnneoea- 
sary,  because  he  believed  every  geotlemaD 
would  decide  more  upon  bis  own  feejlng^  tlian 
upon  the  arguments  that  could  be  adduoed ;  he 
would,  however.  Just  remind  the  committae^ 
that  six  dollars  was  about  the  average  of  what 
the  members  from  the  several  States  had  under 
the  late  confederation. 

Mr,  Skdowiok. — According  to  the  obserrai- 


Jeot :  what  I  offiared  before,  I  brought  forward 
with  candor;  but  shall  we  l>e  preoluded  irom 
debate,  becanse  a  inttjeet  has  been  <moa  dia- 
oQseedt  Sir,  when  I  moved,  some  dijs  ago,  to 
reduce  the  paf  of  the  membere  to  five  dtdlan, 
I  waa  rather  indifbrent  abcmt  h ;  bnt  taaoo 
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tbcn,  I  biTs  betfi  i»  woll  coariaotA  of  the  oa- 
cmA;  tlM>«  ia  fiw  noh  k  measure  that  I  can- 
BotdM^iu  pnaaing  it  oooe  mora  upon  theonn- 

Mr-Sion  thonf^t  the  pnblio  mind  wotdd 
BOtbc  mneh  infiiwaoed  bj  toe  triflhig  diffiwenos 
nfiT«andnzdoU«rs.    Th^  paj  gnater 


MctoHtts  t^B  hia  Mmvondenta  Inform  him, 
tU  (k  pabUe  ndnd  to  a^tatad  oo  this  nbteot ; 
'  ifmira  to  judge  what  ia  tha  atat«  of  the 
paUie  miiid  finm  what  our  frkada  an-,  I  ahoold 
M  qtt  to  think  the  pabllo  mind  qnlto  udoob- 
Mfned  on  the  preaent  qneaUon ;  for  amcmg 
d  aj  oottaipaaaeat*,  not  me  haa  dalgned  to 
MtiotiL 

The  queation  traa  now  taken  on  striking  ont 
■d  tbwe  ^ipeared  Bxteen  in  fitvor  of  it,  and 
tUrtf-five  againat  It;  «o  the  motion  paned  in 

ItTilAMBos  renewed  the  motion  fbr  making 
1  difierenee  in  the  p^  of  the  membera  of  the 
Bcnale  end  the  Home  of  BeprteentatiTea,  whiiih 
VMilaoloaL 

lb.  GooDHUK  moved  to  strike  ont  twelTs  dcd- 
Iri,  tha.paj  — "g™>^  Uie  Speaker,  and  inaeit 

It.  P&oa  hoped  his  motion  would  share  the 
Ue  of  the  two  last;  he  waa  oertain  that  twelve 
Ulan  was  not  mora  than  a  WMnpensatiim  for 
tht  Speaker'a  aervioea;  three  limes  the  >nm 
Toald  )Wt  induce  him  to  aooept  anoh  « dto*- 
tion. 

Mr.  Bdkcb  WW  againit  the  moticnt,  heoanae 
ks  thoBght  that  twelve  dollars  waa  not  a  ravard 
lir  the  ^eakor's  labw.  The  Speaker  of  the 
Honae  of  Commons  is  En^and  haa  an  amiaal 
■lat7  of  iSOOO  sterling. 

Hr.  Gabbou.  thought  the  Chair  of  the  Hoose 
<f  BwpTswpt  stives  waa  one  of  the  roost  inipor- 
tttt  utd  digidfied  offloea  under  the  Government, 
■d  M  Midi  os^t  to  be  provided  fbr. 

This  motkni  waa  loat  by  a  great  m^ority. 

"Bia  eommittee  raae  and  reported  progrees. 


TmratD^T,  Angoat  S. 

Ihe  Hoose  then  again  went  Into  a  Committee 
«f  the  Whtde,  on  the  biU  (br  allowing  a  ochd- 
foaaiioa  to  the  memben  of  Oongreas;  and 
ate  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee 
rae  ind  reported  the  Ull  as  anunded;  then 
tte  Honse  proceeded  to  oonrider  the  ssma. 

lb.  Te&tohu  moved  to  insert  Itve  dollars 
taMtad  of  six,  a>  the  w  of  the  munben. 

Mr.  P&BnnMB  obaarved,  that  money 
man  valoaUe  now  than  it  had  been  some  jeara 
part;  %  therefore^  riz  dfdlars  waa  the  average 
«f  what  the  deicgatea  rec^ved  hnetofore,  five 
Man  was  now  etroal  to  that  siinL  In  short, 
he   waa  convinced  that  dz  ddlais  was  too 


perpetnste  his  vote  bj  calling  the  yeas  and  naya 
npon  the  qneeUon. 

Ur.  Gkbkt. — ^I  waa  not  present  when  tUs 
■object  wss  last  befbra  tha  Bonse,  tberefbre  I 
cannot  tar  ^^^  waa  nadeistood  on  this  point; 
bat  I  have  seen  some  accomit  of  the  debate  in 
the  papen,  from  which  I  am  led  to  believe,  that 
genuemen  view  this  matter  in  a  very  sorrow 
pcdnt  of  light  It  appean  to  me  a  qacelion,  in 
which  (me  B  popolarity  ia  mtoe  oonoerned  than 
my  thing  dse.  Gentlemen  perhape  snppoae 
that  by  voting  for  five  instead  of  six  dollan^ 
they  will  eetabUah  anidi  aoharaoter  for  economy 
and  paMotiam  aa  will  redound  to  tlieir  honor ; 
hot  I  can  easily  doitoeive,  that  men  of  knowledM 
and  aentiment,  yea,  onr  constituents  in  generu, 
will  disoover,  in. a  (faring  light,  the  ndnons 
oonseqncnces  of  saoh  a  measnra  in  a  very  short 
perioil  The  diffsreuoe  of  pay,  as  it  now  stands 
in  the  bill,  and  what  my  oolleagne  haa  moved 
for,  is  one  dollar  a  day,  and  on  tUs  important 
qpeetion  the  yeas  and  m^  ara  to  be  called. 
For  my  part,  I  shall  deUrer  my  sentimeoti 
freely;  I  am  willing  to  leave  the  qneation  to 
the  people  to  decide ;  I  care  not  about  the  pay, 
and  I  can  aaanre  them  I  never  wish  to  have  a 
seat  in  this  Honse  again :  bnt  I  wish  to  guard 
against  ttie  subversion  of  the  poblic  lib«ty — 
against  the  Introduction  of  pennons — sgamst 
eipoeing  tlie  Le^slatnra  to  oorruption. 

I  woud  have  gentlemen  oomdder  tha  prinot 
plea  upon  which  they  are  to  pay  the  President, 
their  Jodges  and  themselves;  the  oonstttation 
says,  the  membera  irfthis  House  and  the  Senate 
shall  receive  a  compensation  tar  their  servieea^ 
to  be  ascertained  by  Uw,  and  p^  out  of  t^ 
Treasury  <4  the  United  States.  The  President 
shall  reoeA'e,  at  stated  times,  a  oompensatioa 
for  his  seirioea,  neither  te  be  Increased  nor 
dhuinlshed;  theJndoes  shall,  at  ststed  thne^ 
receive  fbr  their  ■«r>!oes  a  oompensation,  not  to 
he  dimimShed  during  th^  oontinuance  in  offloe; 
hence  it  appears  that  the  provision  for  the  three 
liranehea  is  to  be  msde  mi  the  same  principle^ 
namely  a  compeosatimi  fbr  their  tervlcea.  Now, 
thoufdi  it  is  certunly  a  little  embarrsssii^  that 
we  dionld  have  to  estimate  the  value  at  onr 
own  servioea,  yet  we  are  bound  to  do  it,  and 
that  upon  a  fixed  prinoiple.  It  has  been  said, 
tlist  the  Psrtisment  of  Britain  reodve  no  p«. 
This  may  be  the  ease,  hot  if  they  examine  li«c«, 
they  will  find  that  pay,  of  a  mark  per  day,  waa 
regularly  estahli^ed  for  them.  If  we  obnnder 
the  difiteenoe  of  the  value  of  money  two  or 
three  eentnriee  sgo^  we  shsll  find  this  no  inocm- 
siderable  aBowanoe.  Bnt  the  policy  of  the 
British  ministry  haa  been,  trf  late,  to  extend 
the  influence  of  the  Grown ;  the  pay  of  mem- 
bers has  dropped  into  dlsase:  but  every  one 
knows  by  wliat  means  a  m^on^  in  Parliament 
is  obtained  and  teenred.  How,  sudi  is  the  ex- 
tent of  these  meana,  that  I  ventore  to  say,  two 
important  monben  of  the  Houae  of  Commona 
receive  man  per  annum  than  Uie  whc^  codb- 
pensation  pven  to  the  memben  of  both  Hoosea 
itfCongresa.    I  leave  it  to  the  worMtoJndgt^ 
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wli«tlier  the  pe(q)le  ire  likely  to  b«  better  served 
bj  meiD  wbo  receive  tb^  waoei  of  the  Htautrch, 
aod  who  own  tbemselvee  tbe  eerraiita  of  tbe 
Orown,  or  b}  those  wbo  are  immediatdiy  i«^  b; 
ood  dependent  Dpon  themselvee.  While  Britain 
had  fiiiids  enongL  to  support  thU  plan,  tbej  did 
tolerabljwell;  bntwhentheevil extended itseli; 
and  the;  feared  tJiej  oonld  no  longer  eontinae 
It  without  having  recourse  to  other  means,  they 
bethought  thonselTw  of  nnconstitntional  ones; 
tiey  weredeeironaof  obtMniog  a  revenue  ont  of 
this  ooontrj,  and  placing  upon  our  establiah- 
ment  men  whom  tkej  oonld  not  provide  for  at 
home.  This  oanse  lost  them  America,  and  this 
cause  will  loee  them  every  dependenoy,  where 
they  attempt  to  play  the  l&e  game. 

From  this  view,  tbe  importance  of  an  inde- 
pendent Le^alatnre  may  t>e  seen.  Will  gen- 
tlemen then  my,  that  to  gratify  a  thoughtleai 
reoard  for  eomiomy,  they  will  riak  the  moat  in- 
Tamable  pert  of  the  Qovemment !  If  g«itlemeo 
aay  it  ig  joatioe  to  their  oonstitDentB,  I  am  will- 
ing to  ^ipeal  to  their  tribunal ;  let  them  know 
tiie  reason  upon  which  we  act,  and  I  will  abide 
by  their  determinatioa;  hot  I  am  against  bdng 
inilnenced  by  an  apprebeni^n  that  the  people 
will  disapprove  onr  condncL  I  am  not  afraid 
of  b«ing  left  out,  even  if  it  were  thought  a  dis- 
graoe  to  be  left  ont.  I  wonld  risk  that  disgrace 
rather  than  agree  to  an  establishment  which  I 
•m  oonvinoed  would  end  in  the  min  of  the  lib- 
erties of  my  fellow-citizens.  It  would  give  my 
heart  more  satisfaction  to  fidl  tbe  victim  of  pop- 
alar  reeentiuKit,  than  to  eBtabUah  my  popnlarity 
at  the  expense  of  their  dearest  interest. 

As  I  mentioned  before,  the  primdple  upon 
which  we  fix  our  own  pay  must  go  t^vogh  the 
other  branohes  of  the  Government.  You  Prea- 
Ident  onght  to  be  retrenched  to  16  or  18,000 
dollars  ■  yonr  Jodges  must  be  kept  poor ;  and  I 
leave  gentlemen  to  oondder  tbe  happy  oouse- 

JDUices  arising  from  a  dependent  and  oormpt 
odioiary.  Your  Legislature  may  be  corrupt, 
and  your  Executive  aspiring ;  but  a  firm,  inde- 
pendent Judidary  will  stop  the  oonrse  of  devas- 
tation, at  least  it  will  shield  individaols  from 
rapine  and  ii^nstice ;  but  remove  this  security, 
and  manny  and  oppression  will  rash  ^rwaxa 
as  a  flood,  and  overwhelm  the  ooontry. 

It  baa  been  said,  that  the  proposed  oompensa- 
tion  bears  no  proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  State  L^ialatores;  let  me  ask,  do 
memben  ttf  the  Stat«  Legislatnrea  forego  th«r 
bnnnesa )  Do  they  leave  their  State  and  relin- 
quish their  ooanpations!  Does  the  lawyer  neg- 
lect bis  olientl  Doee  the  merchant  fcwego  his 
oommeroe,  or  the  &nner  his  agricnltore!  No, 
«ir,  the  short  period  they  are  in  session,  and  tJbe 
opportuni^  of  being  in  tiu  vitrinitr  affords 
them  of  going  home,  even  during  th«r  ritljng, 
enables  uem  to  pursue  their  other  avocation^ 
while  performing  their  doUee  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Bnt  are  not  geotlemen  wbo  oome  from 
the  most  distant  parts  of  Qie  Union,  compelled 
to  relinqniah  every  thing  to  attend  here  t  The 
representation  from  the  Statea  is  so  smidl,  that 


a  member  oan  be  ill  spared  at  any  time;  his 
absence  most  give  him  pain,  when  evoi  that  ab- 
senoe  b  necessary,  bnt  oannJot  be  oft^k  allowed. 
In  short,  I  woold  have  the  allcwaice  snoh,  as 
to  secure  thesHvicesof  manof  abilMeeinevery 
rank  of  life ;  or  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  I 
woold  have  all  that  part  of  the  hill  struck  oat, 
which  relates  to  a  compensation  for  the  servioea 
of  the  members  of  this  Eonse. 

Ur.  Faok  said,  if  geatlemea  were  aatisfted 
that  five  doUars  per  day  was  enoa^  to  oompeo.- 
sate  them  a^d  aefray  th^  azpouea,  beMoae 
they  resided  in  a  partof  the  TTnum  where  everr 
thing  was  to  be  procured  so  mnch  cheaper, 
tliey  might  reodve  that  sum  and  leave  the  re^ 
dne  in  £e  Treaanry;  by  thia  meanstbey  would 
demonstrate  thdrlove  of  economy  and  diantar- 
astedness. 

Mr.  YmiKS  thought  gentlemen  who  were 
satisfied  with  fonr  orfivedoHaia,  might  move  to 


might  charge  ai 
dent 

Mr.  BocDiKOT  said,  that  whatAvw  n 
he  aopported,  he  did  it  anon  prinoilde,  not  fr<HO 
ade^«(tf BoqniringpMnilarity;  hewaeaatasfied 
that  dz  doUars  per  day  waa  not  extravagant 
compensation,  but  ctmsidering  dte  ritnatimi  of 
the  oonntry,  and  the  deUoacy  of  their  own  aitn- 
atitm,  he  wonld  vote  for  five  dt^Uars,  and  ha 
thought  it  sofiidoit  to  seonre  men  of  abilitf. 
He  asked  the  gentieman  frvm  Maseachuaetta 
(Mr.  Grbbt)  if  he  expected  the  paltry  oonsider- 
aticm  of  getting  a  dollar  a  day  more,  w«s  to  in- 
duce men  of  abilities  and  integrity  to  oome  for- 
ward and  render  their  country  tli«r  servioes  I 

He  admitted  that  many  gentlemen  would  find 
it  difficult  to  bear  all  their  expenses  with  fiT« 
dollars  a  day;  but  the  compeosaticn  oould  not 
be  on  a  principle  of  disoriminatim,  and  there- 
fore the  HoQse  conld  not  make  partioalar  pro- 
vision for  mob  gentiemen.  Oth«ffa  might  think  a 
less  enm  sufficient,  but  no  discrimination  ooaM 
here  take  plaoe;  it  was  therefore  oeoeasary  to 
accommodate,  and  upon  this  prindple  he  hoped 
the  House  would  agree  to  five  doUars  pw  day ; 
SOT  would  this  be  any  variation  from  the  prut- 
ciple  established  by  the  oranmittee  who  rq>ort- 
edthebUl.  Tbey  had  taken  the  pay  of  the  do* 
legates  to  the  late  O^igress,  and  s&vck  an 
average,  which  was  fonnd  to  be  abont  five  di^- 
lars  and  a  half;  they  had  reported  six,  bat  bixa 
the  principles  he  hsd  before  mentimed,  he 
thought  it  better  to  agree  to  five. 

Mr.  Oebkt. — The  gentieman  from  Jeraoy, 
trho  was  last  up,  saya  He  does  not  think  six  dol- 
lars per  day  more  utan  soffidmt ;  bat  that  he 
will,  ttom  a  prindple  of  ddioacy,  vote  for  five. 
I  am  as  great  a  friend  to  delicacy  as  any  man, 
bnt  I  woold  not  sacriBoe  eosentials  to  a  ftlae- 
delioaoy.  It  seem^  from  eath  aentimenta,  aa  if 
we  were  afraid  to  administer  a  omutitntion 
wMoh  we  are  bound  to  administer.  How  are 
those  sentimei^  reccndlaUe  to  the  oath  ve 
have  taken  I     Hie  oonatltotioa  reqidtca  that 
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we  ahtU,  bj  law,  oompeoMtetheMrviowoftiie 
DtanboB  <a  both  HonBe& 

It  hu  been  said,  tbat  mon«T  ta  mm  more 
vafauMe  than  it  waa  a  few  yean  Mnoe.  I  admit 
tlw  ftct,  sr,  but  fonr  dollars  p«r  day  was  bet^ 
ter  imdtr  the  old  plan  of  Governmeot  tbiui  di 
or  eigbt  imder  thin,  becaose  a  delegate  was  thdn 
<ng*gedforthe  whole  year,  but  now  lie  is  to 
tfUod  It  interrals.  Some  members  were  eoH' 
turned  Bareral  years  sncMeaively,  snd  ooiue- 
qwatiy  fbond  it  more  advastageoos.  Bat  this 
mode  of  reasoning  ia  f&llaciooa ;  the  qaestion 
en^l  to  be  determined  apoa  its  own  merits. 
Botif  gentlemea  are  for  sacrifidng  Justice  and 
pnjiriety  to  daUoaoy,  or  any  other  moUve,  let 
Uim  come  forward  and  agree  to  what  I  men- 
tioMd  befi>N  ;  let  them  strike  out  all  that  re- 
litw  to  tbeir  own  eompensation  ;  they  are  oall- 
(d  moa  bj  Ukeir  own  argnments  to  do  this. 

Hi.  Skmwiok  did  not  rise  to  speak  to  the 
(fiMian,  bat  merely  to  reply  to  some  obserra- 
tnu  that  have  Alien  ftom  the  gentlemen  who 
sppowd  the  present  moti<m,  partjonlarty  his 
eoOeigne.  Hie  want  of  ouidor  and  libwality 
■Bght  niniir  geotiemen  mipleaunt  in  their  At- 
ni&an ;  bat  the  conseqaeneee  ariring  from  snob 
Mnea,  w«e  often  still  more  nnpleaaanL  His 
toDMune  had  innnnated,  in  a  pomted  nuomer, 
tlist  £e  gentlemen  who  were  U  &VDr  of  a  r»- 
dnetkai,  were  aotnated  by  motives  not  only  im- 
poper  and  anworthy  M  a  man  of  chsraoter, 
W  sadi  as  a^wared  base  to  his  mind.  It  was 
Mid,  that  those  who  proposed  Has  reduction, 
fid  it  merely  to  oonrt  popnlarity.  Whether  the 
gntkmaB,  his  oolleagne,  who  brongfat  forward 
te  modem  to-day,  eacrifloedmoreat  that  shrine 
than  his  colleagtie  who  had  opposed  it,  he  left 
to  those  to  deteimine  who  noticed  their  con- 
duct; bnt  he  beUeved  th^  ooald  never  be 
dunged  with  nich  meamieea.  For  his  own  part, 
if  he  had  saerifieed  in  this  way,  aa  hia  oondnct 
had  always  been  consiat^nt  with  his  sentim^ts, 
it  most  haTe  been  known,  and  hia  character 
wotdd  long  ere  this  have  been  blsstod  in  the 
nmner  it  wonld  have  jostly  deserved.  If  he 
hsd  dime  it  heretofbre,  he  hoped  the  stigma 
vcrald  not  be  affixed  upon  him,  for  a  oondnot 
famded  upon  the  solid  sod  anbstsntisl  reasons 
he  hsd  adTanoed  when  the  sabiJeot  was  last 
before  the  Honse. 

Vr.  Bom»BOT.^The  gentleman  iWnn  Uss- 
■dmaetts  makes  me  say,  that  dz  dollan  a  day 
■  nottoomnch.  I  said  it  was  not  extravagant, 
bit  mcve  than  I  thought  was  proper  npon 
dne  consideration  of  the  drcmnstances  of  this 
Mmrtry.  This  i*  still  my  opinion,  and  upon 
it  I  (hall  ground  my  vote.  I  believe  no  gentie- 
MB  in  this  House  Fcoards  his  popnlsrity,  when 
M  in  competition  with  his  dnty ;  my  condnet 
bs  ever  been  open,  and  I  leave  the  world  to 
Judge  fins  that  what  are  my  principles.  I  shall 
Aerefora  take  no  ftirther  notice  of  what  has 
been  said  oa  that  soliject.  bnt  conclnde  with 
wiriung,  6a  the  honor  of  the  Honse,  and  the 
dgnity  of  the  gentlemen,  that  all  onr  debates 
nay  be  eondnoted  with  oaJidor  and  moderaftm. 


Mr.  AxEa  wished  the  call  tot  the  yeaa  and 
□ays  was  withdrawn ;  beoanae  he  tbonght  they 
loat  their  oaefiilnesa  by  a  too  freqnent  nae.  He 
waa  in  favor  of  the  motion,  but  he  did  not  wish 
to  have  lua  name  entered  tm  the  minntee  on  that 
acoonnt 

Ur.  FAKtBtDoK  said,  it  was  weU  known  he 
never  coorted  popularity;  he  never  aongbt  a 
»eat  in  this  EoiiBe,  or  any  other  pnUio  body ; 
bat  he  insisted  upon  his  right,  as  a  member,  to 
call  for  the  yeaa  and  iiaya,  when  he  thought  the 
pablio  interest  might  be  benefited  by  it ;  how- 
ever, aa  the  bill  was  not  to  be  finished  to-day, 
he  wonld  waive  that  oaU. 

The  question  was  takm  on  Vr.  Ooonmn's 
motion,  and  passed  in  the  negative,  by  a  large 
majority. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  mtgrossed,  and  the 
House  atljotinied. 

TmrB8Di.T,  Aogost  18. 
Anun^menti  ta  the  CoiutUuticn. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Bousinot  in  the  chair, 
and  took  the  amendments  under  conaideration. 
The  first  article  ran  thus:  "  In  the  Introductory 
paragraph  of  the  constitution,  before  the  words 
'We  the  people,'  add  'Govemmeot  being  in- 
tended for  the  Iwnefit  of  the  people,  and  the 
rightfjl  establishment  thereof  being  derived 
from  their  antliority  alone.'" 

Mr.  Shbbhax. — I  believe,  Mr.  Ohairman,  this 
is  not  theproper  mode  of  amending  the  consti- 
tnticm.  We  onght  not  to  interweave  onr  prop- 
oeitions  into  the  work  itaeH  becanae  it  will  be 
deetnictive  of  the  whole  fabric.  We  might  as 
well  endeavor  to  mix  braas,  iron,  and  clay,  as 
(o  incorporate  snob  het«rc^eneouB  articles ;  the 
one  contradictory  to  the  Other.  Its  abBordity 
will  be  discovered  by  comparing  it  with  a  law. 
Would  any  le^alature  endeavor  to  introduce 
into  a  fbnner  act  a  subsequent  amendment, 
and  let  them  stand  so  conneotedt  When  an 
alteration  is  made  in  an  act,  it  is  done  by 
way  of  sopplement;  the  latter  act  always  re- 
peeing  the  former  in  every  spedfled  case  of 


Bendes  this,  sir,  it  is  questionable  whether 
we  have  the  right  to  propose  amendments  tn 
this  way.  The  constitution  is  the  act  of  the 
people,  and  onght  to  rem^  entire.  But  the 
amendments  will  be  the  act  of  the  State  Qov- 
emments.  Again,  all  the  antiiority  we  posaesa 
is  derived  tWim  that  instmment:  if  we  mean 
to  destroy  the  whole,  and  establisn  a  new  con- 
stitution, we  remove  the  basis  on  which  we 
mean  to  build.  For  these  reasons,  I  will  move 
to  strike  out  that  paragraph  and  subatitnte 
another. 

The  paragraph  proposed  was  to  the  following 
efieot: 

Jteailved  &y  the  ^aute  imd  Bomt  of  JtaprtMsWnw* 
af  (lb  XJnUid  SUOa  n  Cemgrat  otKnibd,  That  tb« 
foUowing  aitidei  be  prdpoMd  as  amendmant*  to  the 
-*-—  -  acdTfanratifledbytiiTea-fiiiiidiaofthe 
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8tM»  LtgUrtowii  AtU  btoone  ralid  M  aU  bianu 
■nd  poipon^  ■■  put  of  the  iuie. 

TJnd«-  tldf  titltk  the  amaadmenta  nig^t  oom« 
fat  nearlj  w  rttted  in  the  ropoi^  00I7  THTing 
th«  [AiiiiwoloKr  M  u  to  •ooommodate  Uiom  to 
a  sapplem«atai7  fbrm. 

lu.  UuiBca. — Form,  dr,  h  alw^v  of  leas 
importaoM  than  the  sabatanoe;  bot  on  tbia  00- 
cUKm,  I  admit  that  fimn  is  of  aome  ooDMqaeDoe, 
and  it  will  b«  wall  tor  tfaa  Hoom  to  pornia  that 
vbioh,  npMi  nfieotion,  ahall  ^^Mar  to  be  the 
moat  aligiblei  Nov  it  ^>|wan  to  me,  tint 
there  is  a  neabieaa  and  pn^me^in  inowporat- 
tng  the  amendments  into  tba  0(HtstitDticHi  Itaelf  j 
In  that  case  the  BTitem  will  remain  anifwrn 
and  -entire;  it  will  oertainlr  ha  mon  simple^ 
whan  the  amendmenta  ara  Interwoven  into 
Uioae  parta  to  which  tboj  natiirallj  belong,  than 
it  will  if  th^  oonuat  of  separato 
parts.  We  shall  then  be  able  to  < 
meaning  without  referaneea   or  .  , 

whereas,  if  thej  are  BDpplementary,  ite  meaning 
oan.  only  be  aaoertainea  bj  a  comparison  t^  the 
two  inabimwnta,  whiob  will  b«  a  verT^condder- 
able  embarrasamenL  It  will  be  difficult  to  aa- 
oertain  to  what  parts  of  the  instroment  the 
amandmaoti  partioolarlr  refer ;  the;  will  create 
nn&Torahle  oompariaons;  whereas,  if  the;  are 
[daoad  npoD  the  footing  here  propoeed,  ther 
will  atand  vpoa  as  good  foondation  aa  tha  origi- 
nal work. 

Nor  ia  it  so  uncommon  a  thing  aa  gantlomen 
aimpoee ;  Rjatamatlo  men  freqnentl;  take  ap  the 
whole  law,  and,  with  ita  amandmentfl  and  alt«r- 
ations,  rednoe  it  into  one  act  I  am  not,  how- 
ever, verj  Bolicitona  abont  tha  form,  provided 
the  bosineaa  ia  but  well  oomtdeted. 

Mr.  SioTn  did  not  think  uie  amendment  pro- 
poaed  b7  the  honoraUa  gentleman  from  Oon- 
neeliout  was  oompatiUe  with  the  constitutim, 
which  declared,  that  the  anundmenta  reoom- 
mended  hj  Ooognm,  and  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latnrea  of  thiee-fonrtha  of  the  aeveral  Bt^ea, 
ahonld  be  part  of  this  ooutibi&in;  in  which 
caae  Itwoud  form  one  ocxnidete  BTstem;  hot 
aooordiug  to  the  idea  of  the  amendment,  the  in- 
abnmmt  ia  to  have  five  or  ax  anita  of  improve- 
ments. Snob  a  mode  aeema  more  oalonlated  to 
embarraaa  the  pet^  than  taj  thing  elae,  while 
nothing  in  hia  opinitm  waa  a  Joster  oaiue  of 
oomplamt  than  tha  diffioaltiee  of  knowing  the 
law,  ari«ng  from  legialative  obeonritieB  that 
might  eaailr  be  avmded.  He  aaid,  that  it  had 
eertainlr  been  the  oaat<nn  In  aevaral  ot  the 
State  GovemntNita,  to  amend  thrir  laws  I7  waj 
of  Boppktnent.  Bnt  South  Oarolina  had  been 
an  inatance  of  the  oontoarj  praodoe,  in  revi^ng 
the  old  code:  Inatead  of  making  acts  in  addition 
to  acta,  which  is  alw^a  attended  with  peri^es- 
itf,  aha  has  incorporated  Qiem,  and  oroiu^t 
them  forward  as  a  oranptete  mtem,  repeafang 
the  old.  Thia  ia  what  he  understood  was  in- 
tended to  be  dene  bj  the  oommlttee ;  the  pres- 
ent oopj  of  the  oonadtntion  was  to  be  done 
»-,  utd  a  new  one  substituted  in  its  stead. 
r.  LiTZBHon  was  otearlf  of  opinion,  that 


ib.l 


whatever  amnndiBenta  were  made  to  tba  e<iB- 
BldtDtion,  Qutj  onght  to  stand  aeparata  frmn  Ute 
Mi^ual  instrament  We  have  no  lifijit,  sud 
he,  to  alter  a  clanseLanr  otherwise  t^n  bj  a 
new  pnqwrition.  We  have  well-eataUished 
preoedenU  tot  snob  a  mode  of  prooedore  in  the 
praotioe  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  the  State 
Legislatnree  throughout  America.  I  do  not 
mean,  however,  to  aaaert  that  ihere  Ins  been 
no  instance  of  a  repeal  of  the  whole  Uw  aa  en- 
acting another;  bat  *^i»  ^m  generally  tr^m 
plaoe  Ml  aooonnt  <rf  the  eonqdea^  c^  the  origi- 
naL  with  ita  sof^Ianenta.  Were  we  a  mere 
legislatiTe  bodr,  no  doabt  it  mi^t  be  warrant- 
able in  na  to  poraoe  a  similar  method;  bat  it  ia 
qneatiimable  whether  it  ia  poenUe  for  db,  00a- 
siatent  with  the  oath  we  have  taken,  to  attempt 
a  repeal  of  the  oonstitntion  of  the  United  Stateo, 
by  tnaUug  a  new  one  to  anbatitnte  in  its  idaoe ; 
the  reason  of  Una  is  gronnded  on  a  veij  idnipie 
oonrideration.  It  ia  bj  virtue  of  the  preaeni 
aQnatitntaon,  I  prteasaa,  that  we  attempt  to 
utake  another ;  now,  if  we  proceed  to  the  repeal 
of  thia,  I  cannot  see  upon  what  aothcntj-  we 
shall  erect  another ;  if  we  destroj  t^  baae,  the 
anperab'notQre  falls  of  oonrae.  At  some  fntare 
day  it  may  be  asked  upon  what  anthoritj  we 
proceeded  to  raise  and  upropriate  pablio  moa- 
ejra.  We  aoppoee  we  da  it  in  virtue  of  the 
preaent  otmstitulion;  bnt  it  maj  be  doabted 
whether  we  have  a  n^t  to  eierdse  any  of  ita 
aatboritiea  while  it  ia  snapended,  as  it  will  oer- 
tainlj  be  frcxn  the  time  that  two-thirda  of  both 
Houaea  have  agreed  to  sobmit  it  to  the  State 
LfgisUtoree;  so  that,  onleaa  we  mean  to  deatror 
the  whole  oonstitntion,  we  ought  to  he  carcAd 
how  we  attempt  to  amend  it  in  the  \raj  pro- 
posed b;  the  committee.  Frcau  henoe,  I  pr«- 
samo  it  will  be  more  pnident  to  adopt  the  mode 
proposed  hj  the  gentleman  from  Oooneotooat, 
than  it  wiU  be  to  riak  the  deetnwtitNi  irf  the 
whole  bj  woporfng  amendments  in  the  mnniMr 
reecmmeiiaedbx  the  committee. 

Mr.  Vnnas  £aliked  a  sapplementai;  fbitn, 
and  said  it  was  a  bad  reaatm  to  urge  the  prao- 
tioe  of  former  agee,  when  tiiere  waa  a  more  ocm- 
vodent  method  of  doing  the  bnaineBB  at  hand. 
He  had  seen  an  act  Mitided  an  act  to  ameod  a 
supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  altering 
part  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  certain  pur- 

Ei  therdn  mentimied.  If  genUeraan  were 
Med  to  ran  into  such  jargon  in  aoiending 
altering  the  eonstitnldon,  he  could  not  help 
it;  bht  I>e  trusted  they  would  adopt  a  plwmeaa 
and  dmplidtf  of  atrle  on  this  and  ever?  other 
oooariuo,  which  ehonld  be  eaBil;  onderatood. 
If  the  mode  [woposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ommeotdoot  waa  adopted,  the  sTetem  wonld  be 
distorted,  and,  like  a  careleee  written  letter, 
have  more  attached  to  it  in  a  poataeript  titmn 
oont^ned  in  the  ori|^nal  eiHnposition. 


and  made  aa  intelligible  aa  possible. 

Hi,  Oltmcb  was  of  opinitm  with  tiie  gantle- 
man  from  OonneotionI)  that  tlte  a 
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tn^  not  to  be  ineorpontod  in  the  bod7  of  the 
wwk,  which  he  h<4ied  wonld  remain  ■  monn- 
ment  to  initi^  those  who  made  it;  by  a  o(hii- 
)MriK»,  VM  wortd  would  diaoorer  the  perfection 
rf  the  original,  and  the  snperflnitT  of  the 
amndmenta.  He  made  this  distanotion,  becanae 
he  £d  not  oonedve  anj  of  the  amendments  ee- 
ientiil,  bnt  as  th«7  were  lolidtAd  bj  his  Mov- 
cWmm,  aad  for  that  iMWoa  thej  were  acqni- 
Hoed  io  by  ottiera;  he  therefore  wiahad  the 
notioB  te  tlmwing  them  mtOBsai^ementarr 
txB  mi^t  be  carried. 

Ifr.  BroMX. — It  ia  not  a  matter  of  maoh  oon- 
«qeeM&  with  respect  to  the  preserration  of 
the  ooffxitl  instnuoMit,  whether  the  amend- 
notiare  liieonN»«ted  or  made  distinct ;  be- 
eaaaa  the  reotwds  wiQ  alwajB  show  the  original 
fcrm  in  which  it  atood.  But  in  my  opinion,  we 
Dd^t  to  mark  its  progrees  with  trath  in  erery 
rtep  we  take.  If  tne  amendmenta  are  incorpo- 
tated  in  the  body  of  tbe  work,  it  will  appear, 
naleM  ve  i^er  to  the  arohivM  of  Oongreaa,  that 
Gmbob  WABHtKOTOTr,  and  the  other  worthy 
diaraotcse  who  oomposed  the  conTention.  signed 
ta  inatrmnent  which  they  never  had  id  cod- 
tonplation.  The  one  to  which  he  affixed  hie 
■guture  purports  to  be  adopted  by  the  nnani- 
BOOB  oodsent  of  the  del^^at^e  from  every  State 
there  aaeemUed.  Now  if  we  incorporate  these 
■DiradnNntB,  we  moat  nndoabtedly  go  farther, 
lad  i^  tliat  the  omutdtatiMi  so  ibrnied  was 
ddective,  and  had  need  of  alteration ;  we  there- 
fare  porpoae  to  repeal  the  dd  and  sabatitnte  a 
Mw  caie  in  its  place.  Traai  this  oontideration 
iloae,  I  think  we  ow^t  not  to  pnrane  the  line 
et  oMidaot  drawn  lor  na  by  the  committee. 
'Dua  perhiQM  is  not  the  last  amendment  the 
eonatitittion' may  receive;  we  onght  therefore 
to  be  carefbl  how  we  set  a  precedent  which,  in 
daittsrons  *^l^^  tnrbnlent  t'mtfk  may  imhinge 
fiMwhcde. 

Mr.  IjTKBifOBC. — ^The  mode  adopted  by  the 
committee  might  be  very  proper,  provided 
OoDgreee  tu^  the  forming  of  a  oonstitntion  in 
eontemplalioD ;  then  they,  or  an  individnat 
member,  might  propose  to  strike  ont  a  clanse 
aad  inaert  another,  as  ia  dxme  with  respect  t 
ntide  S,  section  2.  Bat  oertunly  no  gentlt 
nu  acquainted  with  l^islative  boranees  would 
pntend  to  alter  and  amend,  in  this  manoer,  s 
Uw  already  passed.  He  was  convinced  it  could 
not  be  done  property  in  my  other  way  than  by 
be  one  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Oon- 
Mctkot, 

Mr.  GKear  asked,  if  the  mode  oonid  make  any 
gmsible  difference,  provided  the  sanction  was 
the  same ;  or  whether  it  woold  operate  differ- 
Wtly  in  any  one  iostanoet  If  it  will  not,  we 
are  disputing  abont  form,  and  the  question  will 
tnm  on  the  expediency,  Kow  one  gentleman 
tdla  yon,  that  he  is  so  attached  to  this  in- 
MramMit,  that  he  is  miwilling  .to  lose  any  part 
tt  it;  therefore,  to  gratify  hmi,  we  may  throw 


a  miH>leibentary  fwm.    Bnt  let  me  ask, 

gt  tbb  ae  effeenuUy  deatror  some  parts, 

IB  if  tiw  emreclion  had  been  made  by  way  ot 


iriU  not  t 
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Inorarporattont  ot  wiU  post«4ty  have  a  m<x« 
&vorable  opiidon  of  the  dri^naJ,  becanae  it  haa 
been  amended  by  distinct  acta  t  For  my  part, 
I  cannot  see  what  advantage  oan  aocme  Bom 
adopting  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gendeman 
from  Oonnecticnt,  onleee  it  be  to  give  every  one 
the  tronble  of  erasing  ont  of  his  copy  at  the 
oonstitntion  certain  words  and  sentences,  and 
inserting  others.  Bntj  perhaps,  in  onr  great 
veneration  for  the  origmal  composition,  we  m^ 
go  ftirther,  and  pass  an  act  to  prohibit  theee  in- 
tetToladoDH,  as  it  may  ii^nre  Uie  text. 

It  is  said  that  the  present  form  of  the  amend- 
ments  is  contrary  to  the  Gth  artide.  I  will  not 
undertake  to  define  the  extent  of  the  word 
amendment,  as  it  stands  in  the  fifth  article ;  bat 
I  suppose  if  we  proposed  to  change  the  divinon 
of  uie  powers  ^veu  to  the  three  branches  ot 
the  Qovermnen^  and  that  proportion  is  accepts 
ed  and  ratified  by  three-fonrtba  of  the  8tal« 
Legislatures,  it  wUl  become  as  valid,  to  all  in- 
tents and  poTpoeea,  as  any  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  bat  if  it  is  tbe  opinion  of  sentiemen  that 
the  original  is  to  be  kept  sacred,  amendments 
wUl  be  of  no  use,  and  had  better  be  omitted  t 
wheresa,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  to  be 
received  as  eqnal  in  authority  we  shall  have 
five  or  six  ccmstitations,  perhaps  differing  in 
material  points  from  each  other,  bat  all  equally 
valid ;  so  that  they  may  require  a  man  of  soienoe 
to  determine  what  is  or  is  not  the  conetitntion. 
This  will  certainly  be  attended  with  great  in- 
convenience, as  the  several  States  are  bound  not 
to  make  laws  contradictory  thereto,  and  all  (tf- 
fioers  are  sworn  to  support  it,  without  knowing 
precisely  what  It  is, 

Mr.  Stone  asked  the  gentleman  last  np,  how 
be  meant  to  have  the  amendments  inco^rated  I 
Was  it  intended  to  have  the  constitntion  repub- 
lished, and  the  alterationB  inserted  in  thdr 
proper  places  t  Be  did  not  see  bow  it  waa 
practicable  to  propose  amendments,  withont 
making  ont  a  new  ocmatitation,  in  tbe  manner 
brought  forward  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Lawbxhob  could  not  conceive  how  gen- 
tlemen meant  to  ecuraft  the  amendments  mto 
the  constitution,  llie  original  one,  executed  by 
the  convention  at  Philadelphia,  i^aa  lodged  in 
the  archives  of  the  late  Ocmgrees  ■  it  waa  impoa- 
sible  for  this  House  to  take,  and  correct,  and 
interpolate  that  withont  making  it  speak  a  dif- 
ferent language :  this  wonld  be  supposing  several 
things  which  never  were  oontemplated.  But 
what  wonld  become  of  the  acts  of  Oongreast 
They  will  certainly  be  vitiated,  unless  they  are 
provided  for  by  an  additional  clause  in  the  con- 
stitution. 

Ur.  BansoN  said,  tiist  this  qoeetjon  had  been 
agitated  in  the  select  oommittee,  and  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  form  in  which  it  waa  re- 
ported; he  believed  this  decinon  was  fonnded 
in  a  great  degree  npon  the  recommendatioD  of 
the  State  conventions,  which  had  proposed 
amendments  in  this  very  form.  This  p«nnted 
oot  the  mode  moat  agreeable  to  the  pMpIe  of 
jAmerica,  and  therefore  the  o  ' 


e  people  of 
losteli^Ue 
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for  Oongnns  to  pnrsne ;  it  will  likewise  be  tlte 
most  oonTenlent  wa.J.  Suppose  the  amend- 
ments ratified  bj  the  sever^  State*;  CongreM 
ntty  order  a  Dumber  of  copiea  to  be  printed. 
Into  which  the  alterations  will  be  ioserted,  and 
the  work  stand  perfect  and  entire. 

Ifr.  U&DiBOB.^The  geatleman  last  np-  has 
left  me  but  one  remark  to  add,  aod  that  is,  if 
we  adopt  the  amendment,  we  ahall  so  &r  nn- 
hisge  tne  hnsmess,  as  to  occasion  alterations  in 
flTwy  article  and  danse  of  the  report 

Ur.  HiBTui  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  agree  to  the  alteration,  beoanse  it  wonld 
perpl«i  the  bnsiiMBB.  He  wished  the  propod- 
tioDB  to  be  dmple  and  entire,  that  the  State 
light  decid«   withont  bentaHon, 


LegislatorM  might 
and  eveiy  man  kni 


.  d  eveiy  man  know  what  was  the  ground  on 
which  he  rested  his  politioal  wel&re.  Beudes, 
the  oonseqaent  changes  which  tbe  motion  would 
indno^  were  soch  as,  he  feared,  wonld  take  np 
some  ds;a,  if  not  weeks ;  and  the  tame  <^  the 
Eonse  was  too  preoioos  to  be  squandered  awaj 
In  diaonsong  mere  mattor  oi  form. 

Ur.  JtOKBos. — I  do  not  like  to  differ  with 
gentlemen  aboat  form ;  but  as  eo  much  has  been 
said,  I  wish  to  ^ve  mj  opinion ;  it  is  this:  that 
the  original  constitution  onght  to  rem^  invio- 
lat^  and  not  be  patched  np,  from  time  to  time, 
with  Tarioos  stum  reeemUing  Joseph's  coat  of 
Iiun7  colors. 

Srane  gentlemen  talk  of  repealing  ihe  present 
ocmstitution,  and  adopting  an  improved  one.  If 
we  have  this  power,  we  ma?  go  on  from  ^ear 
to  year,  making  new  onee ;  and  in  this  wa?,  we 
shall  render  the  bams  of  the  HnperBtmatnre  the 
most  flaetaatinR  thing  imaginable,  and  the  peo- 
ple will  never  inow  what  the  oonstitntion  is, 
Ab  fbr  the  alteration  proposed  b;  the  commit- 
tee, to  prefix  before  "  We  tiie  people"  certain 
dogmas,  I  cannot  agree  to  it;  the  words,  as  thej 
now  stand,  speak  aa  much  as  it  is  possible  to 
^wak;  it  is  a  praotioal  recognition  of  the  right 
<n  the  people  to  ordain  and  establish  Qovem- 
ments,  and  is  more  eipresslTe  than  aof  other 
mere  paper  declaration. 

But  why  will  gentlemen  contend  for  incorpo- 
nting  amendments  into  the  constitution  t  They 
aay,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  people  to  have 
the  whole  before  them  in  one  view.  Have  they 
precedent  for  ttiia  assertion  I  Look  at  the  con- 
Btitntion  of  Great  Britwn ;  is  that  all  contained 
in  one  instrument  t  It  is  well  known,  that 
ptagna  ^arta  was  extorted  by  the  barons  from 
King  John  some  oenturiea  ago.  Haa  that  been 
altwed  since  by  the  looorporation  of  amend- 
ments t  Or  does  it  speak  the  same  language 
now,  as  it  did  at  the  time  it  was  obt^nedt  Sir, 
it  is  not  altered  a  tittle  from  its  original  form. 
Yet  there  have  been  many  amendments  and 
improv«nents  in  the  oonstitntion  of  Bribtin 
since  that  period.  In  the  snbsequent  reign  of 
his  eon,  the  great  charters  were  confirmed  with 
some  enpplementel  acta.  Is  the  Aabeas  eorpju 
sot,  or  the  statute  D«  TaSagio  non  eoneedtndo 
incorporated  in  magna  eharta  t  And  yet  there 
is  not  an  Kngiiahmim  but  woold  spill  the  last 


drop  of  his  blood  in  tbur  defisnce ;  it  is  thew^ 
with  some  other  iota  of  Parliament  and  maffna 
eharta,  that  form  t^e  basis  of  English  liberty. 
We  hare  seen  amendments  to  tbeir  conatitaticm 
daring  the  present  reign,  by  establishing  tha 
independence  of  the  Judges,  who  are  hereafter 
to  be  appointed  dnring  good  behavior ;  formerly 
they  were  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grown.  But 
was  this  done  by  striklDg  ont  and  inserting 
other  words  in  the  great  charter!  No,  wr,  the 
oonstitntion  is  composed  of  many  distinct  acts; 
but  an  Englishman  wonld  be  a^iamed  to  own 
that,  on  this  acoonnt,  he  oould  not  ascertain  his 
own  privU^ea  or  the  autliority  of  the  Goven^ 

The  eonstitntitxi  of  the  Uidon  has  been  rati* 
fied  and  establiidied  by  the  people ;  let  tbeir  >ct 
remain  inviolable;  if  aov  thing  we  can  do  has  « 
tendenoy  to  improve  it,  let  it  be  done,  bnt  with- 
out mnljlating  and  defacing  the  original. 

Ur.  Sherman. — If  I  had  looked  upon  tUs 
qnestion  as  mere  matter  of  form,  I  shonld  not 
have  broDght  it  forward  or  troubled  the  com' 
mittee  with  snob  a  lengthv  diacnsaion.  Ba^ 
dr,  I  contend  that  amen^ents  made  in  th« 
way  proposed  by  the  oonunittea  are  void.  No 
gentleman  ever  knew  an  additdon  and  altera- 
tion introduced  into  an  existing  law,  and  that 
any  part  of  snch  law  was  left  in  force ;  bnt  if  it 
was  improved  or  altered  by  a  supplemental  act, 
the  ori)^al  retted  all  its  validity  and  impor- 
tance, in  every  case  where  the  two  were  not  in- 
compatible. Bnt  if  these  observations  alone 
should  be  thought  insufGcient  to  sapport  my 
motion,  1  wonld  desire  gentlemen  to  consider 
the  authorities  upon  which  the  two  constitutions 
are  to  stand.  The  original  was  established  by 
the  people  at  large,  by  conventions  chown  by 
them  for  the  express  purpose.  The  preamble 
to  the  constitntion  dedsTes  the  act :  but  will  It 
be  a  truth  in  ratjfying  the  next  oonstitatioo, 
which  is  to  be  done  perh^s  by  the  Stat«  Le- 
gislatures, and  not  conventions  chosen  for  the 
purpose  I  Wjjll  gentlemen  say  it  is  "We  the 
people  "  in  this  case  t  Certainly  tbey  cannot ; 
for,  by  the  present  constitution,  we,  nor  all  the 
Le^atures  in  the  Union  together,  do  not 
possess  the  power  of  repealing  it.  All  that  ia 
granted  ns  by  the  6th  article  is,  that  whenever 
we  shall  thmk  it  necessary,  we  may  propose 
amendments  to  the  constitution ;  not  that  we 
may  propose  to  repeal  the  old,  and  Bnbetitnt«  a 

Gentlemen  say,  it  would  be  convenient  to 
have  it  in  one  instrament}  that  people  might 
see  the  whole  at  once ;  for  my  part,  I  view  no 
difficulty  on  this  ptnnt.  The  amendments  re- 
ported are  a  declaration  of  rights ;  the  people 
are  seonre  in  them,  whether  we  declare  them 
or  not;  the  last  amendment  but  one  provides 
that  the  three  branches  of  Government  shall 
each  exercise  its  own  rights.  This  is  well  se- 
cured already ;  and,  in  ^ort,  I  do  not  see  that 
they  lessen  the  force  of  any  article  in  the  con- 
stitution ;  if  so,  there  can  be  little  more  diffi- 
culty  in  comprehending  them  wheth^  they  are 
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COM,  or  stand   distiiiot   iiutra- 

Mt.  Buna  read  extnota  from  tjie  amend- 
aenb  proposed  b;  several  of  the  State  oonvea- 
tkau  It  tba  time  they  ratifled  the  oonstitiition, 
flom  wbidi,  he  s^  tt  af^eared  that  they  were 
pamUj  of  opinion  that  Uie  phnaeok^  of  the 
OKotitiliMi  oo^t  to  be  altered ;  nor  would 
tiai  node  of  prooeediiig  repeal  any  part  of  the 
eotttitnCiaii  but  eooh  as  it  touched,  the  remain- 
dtr  wja  be  in  fix«e  during  the  time  of  eonsider- 
ing  it  md  ever  after. 

Ai  to  tbe  obeervationa  made  by  the  honor- 
■Ub  nntleman  from  Qeorgia,  respectiDg  the 
ntfndbnenla  made  to  the  oonstitation  of  Great 
Mho,  they  cUd  not  tppiy;  the  oases  were 
Bothing  like  nmilar,  and,  consequently,  ooold  not 
be  drawn  into  precedent.  The  oonstitiition  of 
firit^  is  neither  tbe  maffmt  eharta  of  John, 
nor  the  )ialtat  eorpv*  act,  nor  all  tbe  obarters 
Mt  together ;  it  is  what  the  Parliament  wills. 
It  b  true,  there  are  rightaKraotadto  the  anl^eot 
that  ciimot  be  reemned;  but  the  constitation, 
or  bnn  of  government,  may  be  altered  by  the 
aathortty  of  Parliament  whose  power  is  sbso- 
bts  withont  contrtd. 

Kr.  Shkbiun. — The  gentlemen  who  <n>pose 
dw  motion  say  we  contend  for  matter  of  form ; 
they  think  it  nothing  more.  Now  we  si?  we 
ratend  for  sabetanoe,  and  therefore  csnnot 
igne  to  amendments  in  this  way.  If  they  are 
ndeeiroiis  of  having  Ihe  boainesa  completed, 
thsy  had  better  sacrifioe  what  they  consider 
bat  a  matter  of  indifference  to  gentlemen,  to  go 
more  nnanimonaly  along  with  them  in  altering 
the  ooaetitation. 

Tbe  qnestion  on  Ifr.  SaxBiua's  motion  was 
BOW  put  and  Lost* 

IFrnDAT,  Angost  14. 
AxXL  FosTXK  fhmi  Kew  Hampshire,  ap- 
p«nd  and  took  his  seat 

Satubdat,  Aogoat  IS. 
AmendmmU  U>  tis  OonititKtum. 

rXMXDOU   OV   OOSBOIMHCIX. 

Attide  1.  Section  0.  Between  paragraphs 
two  ai^  three  insert,  "no  religion  shall  l>e 
sNatdisbed  by  law,  nor  shall  the  eqoal  rights  of 
enaraenoe  be  infringed^ 

Mr.  Stlvkhtku  had  some  donbta  of  the  pro- 
fnetj  of  the  mode  of  exprefision  need  in  this 
pangrepb.  ne  anprehended  that  it  was  liable 
lo  a  oonstTTtction  oifFerent  ft'om  wbat  had  been 
made  by  the  committee.  He  feared  it  might  be 
"~~  ' '  '  >  have  a  tendency  to  abolish  region 


dttMher. 
1&.  Visn 


r.  TcOKO  suggested  the  propriety  of  trans- 
posing  the  two  members  of  the  sentence. 


■MUsul  uHdM  M  tlw  «MMlltatlaii,  IhtIb(  »»  ttxtet 
BM  tdstmiBue  uulured,  bnt  aoBtnllad  by  th*  UDOBd- 
aatwhtntkcrdUkr,!!  b  tb*  tnllU  uBudmanL 


Ur.  Gbhbt  sMd,  it  wonld  read  better  if  it  was, 
that  no  religiooa  doctrine  ahall  be  established  by 
law. 

iit.  SaxBKAir  thought  the  amendment  alto- 
gether mmeoesaary,  inasmuch  as  Congress  had 
no  anthority  whatever  delegated  to  them  by  the 
oonstitntion  to  make  reli^ons  eetablishmeots ; 
he  would,  thertfore,  move  to  have  it  struck 

l£r.  Oasboll. — As  the  rights  of  conscience 
are,  in  their  nature,  of  pecnliar  delicacy,  and 
will  little  bear  the  gentlest  touch  of  govern- 
mental hand ;  and  as  many  sects  have  concurred 
in  opinion,  that  they  are  not  well  seoared  nnder 
the  present  constitation,  he  s^d  be  was  mndi 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  words.  He  thought  it 
would  tend  more  towards  conciliaUng  the 
minds  of  tbe  people  te  the  Govermnent  than 
almost  any  other  amendment  he  had  beard 
proposed.  He  woold  not  contend  with  gentle- 
men about  the  phraseology,  his  object  was  to 
secure  the  snbstaace  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
satis^  the  wishes  of  the  boneet  part  of  the 
oommnnity. 

Mr.  Uadibos  aald,  he  apprehended  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  to  be,  that  Congress  should  not 
eeteblish  a  reli^on,  and  enforce  the  legal  obser- 
vation of  it  by  law,  nor  compel  men  to  wor^ip 
Clod  in  any  manner  contrary  to  their  conscience. 
Whether  the  words  are  necessary  or  not,  he  did 
not  mean  to  eaj,  but  they  had  been  required  by 
some  of  tbe  State  Conventions,  who  seemed  to 
entertain  an  >  opinion  that  under  the  clause  of 
the  ooDBtitution,  which  gave  power  to  Congress 
to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry 
into  execution  tbe  constitutjon,  and  the  laws 
made  nnder  it,  enabled  them  to  make  laws  of 
snch  a  nature  as  might  infringe  the  rights  of 
conscience,  and  establish  a  national  relipon ;  to 
prevent  these  effects  he  presumed  the  amend- 
ment was  intended,  and  he  thought  it  as  well 
expressed  as  the  nature  of  the  language  wonld 
admit. 

Ur.  HuirmiflTOif  swd,  that  he  feared,  with 
tbe  gentleman  first  np  on  this  snbject,  that  the 
words  might  be  taken  in  gnch  a  iatitnde  as  to  be 
extremely  hurtAd  to  the  cause  of  religion.  He 
understood  the  amendment  te  mean  what  had 
been  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia; 
but  others  might  find  it  convenient  to  put  an- 
other constmcticm  npon  it.  The  ministerH  of 
their  congregations  to  the  eastward  were  main- 
tained by  the  contribations  of  those  who  be- 
longed to  their  society ;  the  expense  of  bnilding 
meeting-houaee  was  contributed  in  tbe  same 
manner.  These  things  were  regnlated  by  by- 
laws. K  an  action  was  brought  before  a  Fede- 
ral Court  on  any  of  these  cases,  the  person 
who  had  neglected  to  perform  his  ongagemente 
could  not  be  compelled  to  do  it;  for  a  support 
of  ministers,  or  bnilding  of  places  of  wor^ip, 
mi^t  be  oonstraed  into  a  raligiona  eatablish- 

Bj  the  charier  of  Khode  Island,  no  religion 
oonld  be  established  by  law ;  he  ooold  give  a 
history  of  the  efieote  of  oncb  •  regulation ;  in- 
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d««d  tlie  vwp]»  ir«n  now  cqjOTing  the  Ueased 
fluitB  of  It.  H«  hoped,  themfiirft,  the  amoDd- 
ment  votdd  be  made  in  oDoh  a  "wij  u  to  geonre 
the  right*  of  ocmadoioe,  and  a  fr»e  «xw<dM  of 
the  righta  of  religlML  hot  not  ta  patronize  thoae 
who  pro&awd  no  KUghm  at  alL 

Kr.  MuinoK  tiion^t,  if  the  word  national 
was  inaertad  beR»«  rwf^cm,  it  would  latiify 
die  minds  of  bonoraUe  gentiemen.  He  belieTed 
that  the  people  feared  ono  sect  ml^t  obt^n 
a  pro-eminence,  or  two  combine  together,  and 
ertabliflh  a  religim  to  which  the^  wonld  com- 
pel others  to  oonfbim.  He  thon^t  If  the  word 
nataonal  was  tntrodaoed,  it  would  point  the 
amendnunt  diraetir  to  the  otijeot  it  was  in- 
tended  to  preveitt. 

Mr.  LivxBiiOBi  waa  not  aatiided  with  (hat 
amuidment;  bnt  he  did  not  widi  them  to  dwell 
long  on  the  anlijeot.  He  thought  it  would  be 
be^ar  if  it  was  altered,  and  made  to  read  in 
this  manner,  that  Ooogreea  aball  make  no  laws 
tonohing  reli^on,  or  inW-nglng  the  rights  of 
oofudenoe. 

Ur.  Osssr  did  not  like  the  term  national 
propoaed  bj  the  gentleman  from  Yiroinia,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted  bj  tbe  Honm. 
It  brought  to  his  mind  some  obeerrationa  that 
had  t^en  place  in  the  conrentioiu  at  the  tune 
they  were  o<niMdering  the  present  oonatitnlitm, 
it  had  been  inristed  upon  b;  those  who  were 
called  anti-federaliata.  that  this  fbrm  of  UoTem- 
ment  cousoKdated  the  Union;  the  honorable 
seutleiiuui'a  moti<ai  shows  that  he  oonriders  It 
n.  «.- B  Ug^t    Those  who  """  "-""i  — - 


ttiey  were  in  &vor  of  a  Federal  government, 
and  the  others  were  in  &vor  of  a  national  one; 
the  fMeralists  were  for  ratifying  the  ccnuitjta- 
tion  as  it  stood,  sjid  the  others  not  nntil  amend- 
ments were  made,  Thedr  names  than  on^t  not 
to  hare  been  disttogoiahed  by  fbderaliits  and 
anti-Meralists,  but  rats  and  anti-rats. 

Ur.  Hadisoit  withdrew  his  motion,  bnt  ob- 
served that  the  words  "no  national  religion 
shall  be  established  by  law,"  did  not  imply  that 
the  GoTemmmt  was  a  national  one ;  the  qoes- 
Ijon  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Livermore's  motioD, 
and  passed  in  the  afflrmatiTS,  thirty-one  for,  and 
twenty  against  it 

Amtndmenti  to  tht  GmitUaiioTt. 

BIQHX  or  meTBUOTIOH. 

"He  freedom  at  qwaoh  and  t£  the  pm^  and  the 

right  of  the  people  peaoaably  to  usemble  and  eon- 

■dt  fiv  the  common  good,  and  to  qiply  to  ths  Qor- 

enrnteat  for  t,  ndieu  of  gtiavanoei^"  bniig  the  clause 
under  oonndaratioD,  Mr.  Tdcezb,  of  Sooth  CsralinB, 
noved  to  add  thereto  thsMirordi — te  »ufriic<  lAau- 


Mr.  Eabtlzi  wished  the  motion  had  not 
been  made,  for  gentlemen  aoqounted  with  the 
eircmnatanoea  of  this  oonntry,  and  the  history 
<rf  the  country  from  which  we  separated,  differ- 


Ikmn,  int. 

ed  ezoeedii^y  cm  tUi  p(^t  The  membcn  of 
the  Honse  u  BepresentatiTes,  said  h^  are 
chosen  fiv  two  years,  the  membera  of  the  8en- 
ataforaiz. 

According  to  the  princ^^  laid  down  in  the 
Oonalitntion,  it  is  prcawnable  that  tJie  penoos 
elected  know  the  intweats  and  the  oionm- 
stanoes  of  thedr  oMutitaeota,  Mid  bting  diecked 
tn  their  determinations  by  a  dirision  «f  the  Le- 
gialAtlTe  power  into  two  branobea,  tb««  is  little 
duiger  ot  error.  At  least  it  onj^  to  be  rap- 
posed  that  they  have  the  oonfldenoe  at  the  peo- 
ple during  the  period  fw  which  they  an  alec^ed; 
and  i^  by  mlaoondact,  they  foneit  it,  tbelr 
oonstitnents  have  the  power  erf  leaving  then 
ont  at  the  eniiration  of  that  tima—tiitis  th^ 
are  answeraUe  fbr  the  part  they  hare  taken 
in  measorco  that  m^  be  eonteary  to  the  general 

Sepreaeatation  is  the  prindpla  of  onr  Qov- 
emment;  the  petite  onffnt  to  have  confidence 
in  the  honor  and  inteKnty  of  thoae  they  semi 
forward  to  transact  their  boslnesej  tbeir  ri^t 
to  instmot  them  is  a  prohiematical  Bal)feat.  We 
have  seen  it  attended  with  bad  comseqnoioe^ 
both  in  £iuland  and  America.  When  the  paa- 
riona  of  the  people  an  excited,  instmotlons 
have  been  reanted  to  and  obtained,  to  aoBwer 
parl7  pnrpooes;  and  altboof^  the  public  opin- 
ion is  generally  remeotaUe,  yet  at  snoh  mo- 
ments it  has  been  Known  to  be  oftffit  wroDg: 
Hid  h^py  is  that  Govenmient  oompoaed  ot 
men  of  fimmeffl  and  wisdmn  to  disoover,  and 
resist  popular  error. 

I^  in  a  small  oommnnity,  where  the  Interasta, 
habitSL  and  manners  are  neither  so  nnmerona  nor 
diverflfled,  inatraotions  bind  not  what  shall  we 
say  of  insWnotions  to  this  body  t  Can  it  be 
supposed  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  mngle  district 
in  a  State,  are  better  informed  with  respect  to 
the  gederal  interests  of  the  Union,  than  a  select 
body  assembled  from  every  part!  Can  it  be 
sappoeed  that  a  part  will  be  more  deeiroos  of 
promotinff  the  good  of  the  whole  tiian  the  whole 
will  of  the  part  I  I  ^ipreheud,  sir,  that  Oon- 
gresa  will  be  the  best  judges  of  proper  mesi- 
sures,  and  that  instrootjonswill  never  be  reaoit- 
ed  to  bat  for  party  purposes,  when  they  will 
generally  contain  the  pregudices  and  aomnosy 
of  the  party,  rather  tluui  the  dictates  of  honest 
reason  and  sound  policy. 

In  Eng^d  this  qaestdon  hss  beffii  conadera- 
bly  a^tated.  The  repreeentatives  of  some 
towns  in  Parliament  have  aoksowledged,  and 
submitted  to  the  binding  force  of  instmotions^ 
while  the  m^orityhave  Uirown  off  the  shackles 
with  disdaio.  I  would  not  have  this  precedent 
influence  om:  decision ;  bnt  let  the  doctrine  be 
tried  npon  its  own  merits,  and  stand  or  iUl  as 
it  shall  be  fonnd  to  deserve. 

It  appears  to  mv  mind,  that  the  prindple  of 
representation  is  distJnot  ft«m  an  agency,  wluoh 
mav  require  written  instrcctioos.  The  great 
end  of  meeting  is  to  consult  for  the  commoo 
good ;  bat  can  the  oomaon  good  be  discerned 
without  the  ol^eot  is  reflected  and  shown  in 
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mrj  Kgfat.  A  local  or  partial  view  does  not 
nccMarilT  finable  anj  man  to  ooii^reh«ad  it 
dearir;  Utis  oan  onlj  reaidt from  aninspaotioii 
into  Uw  aggregate.  InatrnctiMU  vieired  In  this 
b^  win  be  fiiiuid  to  embanaaa  the  beet  and 
viaeatiMCL  And  were  all  the  member*  to  take 
ibeir  Mats  in  order  to  obej  inatmctiona,  and 
tiiow  iiMbuetions  irere  as  Tariooa  aa  It  ia  pro- 
bable tbt^  wonld  be,  what  poaaibilitj  wonld 
tba«  esiat  of  ao  aaxxmnodatiog  each  to  the 
other  ■■  to  prodnoe  anj  act  whatover  I  Per- 
Itfi  a  nufontj  of  the  whole  mi^t  not  be  in- 
ttnttti  to  wree  to  an^  one  point,  and  is  it 
tb»  the  pelade  of  the  United  States  ptopoae  to 


adoptina  tbe  popular  c^iiniuiB  on  the  nuxn 
that,  alUtongh  I  raneot  them  aa  mnoh  aa  an^ 
man,  I  hope  this  QOTemment  wiS  partionlariy 
goard  agamat  them,  at  least  that  they  wiD  not 
hind  thoBuelTea  I^  a  oonstitational  aot,  and  hj 
oatl^  to  aabinit  to  their  influence ;  if  they  do, 
the  great  olgeot  which  this  Govermneat  has 
been  wtablirfied  to  attain,  will  tnevitablj  elnde 
r  gra^t  on  the  nnoertoin  and  veering  winda 

mmotkm. 

—The  gentleman  from  Peon^- 
nnia  mub  foo,  that  in  Eu^wd  this  principle 
is  donbted ;  how  &r  thia  is  ooosonant  with  uie 
aataire  <d  the  Goremment  I  will  not  pretend 
to  MT ;  hat  I  am  not  aatcoiahed  to  Jnd  Uiat  the 
admiiuBtntora  of  a  moDarohioal  QoremmeDt 
Km  iiiiiiiwailalilii  bj  the  weak  voioe  of  the  peo- 

f;  bat  mMler  a  democracj,  whose  great  end 
to  tcHin  a  oode  at  laws  congenial  with  the 
CUic  sentnnent,  the  popular  opinion  ought  to 
ooUeoted  and  attended  to,  Onr  present  ob- 
Jact  i^  I  prerama  to  Be<rare  to  onr  ooDsUtnents 
akd  to  poataritf  these  ineetimable  rights.  Onr 
Goremmait  is  derived  from  the  people ;  of 
eooBeqnenoe  the  people  have  a  right  to  oonsnlt 
iar  the  oommongood;  bntto  what  end  will  this 
bedooe,if  tli^  hare  not  the  power  of  instmct- 
fa%  their  i«preaentatiTeat  lustmction  and  rep- 
Teaaatition  In  a  rcftablic,  q>pear  to  me  to  be 
iaaaparahly  eonneoted:  but  were  I  the  ml^ect 
tt  a  mtmaroh,  I  ahonla  donbt  whether  the  pnb- 


dread  n  popular  awerobly  oonsnlting  for 
jabSa  good,  beaanse,  nnder  its  inflQenc«,  oom- 
Botiona  and  tmnnlta  might  arise  that  would 
Aake  tbe  foondation  r^  the  monarch's  throne, 
and  make  the  empire  tremble  in  expectation. 
Dm  pec^e  of  En^^and  bsTe  sabnutted  the 
tutra  to  the  Hanover  fiunily,  and  have  r^ected 
flw  Btaarta.  It  inatracticois  upon  snch  a  revo- 
btion  were  oonadered  binding,  it  is  difficult  to 
know  what  wonld  have  been  the  effects.  It 
iH^t  be  weQ,  thuefore,  to  have  the  doctrine 
aijdnded  from  that  kingdom ;  bat  it  will  not  be 
ananced  as  a  nibetantuil  reascm  in  &Tor  of  onr 
heading  in  the  Mme  stops. 
The  hooOTable  gentleman  has  said,  that  when 


onoB  the  peo[^  have  ehoaen  a  repreawtative^ 
ther  most  nfy  oa  his  intMrlty  and  indgmeot 
dnring  tbe  pmiod  fin-  which  he  is  eleotid.  I 
think,  dr,  to  doabt  the  aathority  of  the  pec^le 
to  tnatmot  their  repreaentatlveH,  will  give  them 
Jost  caose  to  be  alanned  fbr  thdr  &te.  I  locA 
npon  it  aa  a  dangerons  doctrine,  sabvendve  ol 
the  great  end  fbr  which  the  United  8tat«s  have 
oonnderated.  Everj  ftiend  of  mankind,  evM7 
well-wisher  of  his  country,  will  be  desiroos  at 
obtaining  the  sense  of  the  people  on  every  oo- 
oarion  of  magnitode ;  bnt  how  can  this  be  so 
well  expressed  aa  in  Inatmotitms  to  their  repre- 
sentativee  I  I  hope,  therefore,  that  gentlemen 
will  not  oppose  the  insertion  of  it  in  this  part 
of  the  report. 

Jb.  Oltkzb. — I  hope  the  amendment  win  not 
be  adopted ;  bnt  If  onr  oonstitoenta  choose  to 
instmct  m,  that  they  may  be  left  at  liberty  to 
do  so.  Do  gentlemen  foresee  the  extent  of 
tbeae  words)  If  they  have  a  oonstitntional 
right  to  instract  ns,  it  infers  that  we  are  bonnd 
by  those  instrnotione ;  and  as  we  ought  not  to 
decide  oonstitotional  qneetions  by  implication, 
I  preeome  we  shall  be  called  npon  to  go  far- 
ther, and  exDTtesly  declare  the  members  of  the 
Legielstnre  Donnd  by  the  inatmction  of  thdr 
oonatitnents.  This  is  a  most  dangerons  prin- 
dple,  ntterly  deatmctive  of  all  ideaa  of  an 
independent  and  deliberative  body,  which  are 
eeeential  reqnirites  in  the  Legialatnrea  of  free 
QoTomments;  they  prevent  men  of  abilitiee 
and  experiNice  from  rendering  those  services 
to  the  oommnnit;  that  are  in  their  power,  de- 
stroying the  otfject  contemplated  by  establi^ilng 
an  oSoient  General  Government,  and  rendering 
Gongrees  a  mere  pas^ve  machine. 

Mr.  SHERHAir. — It  appears  to  me,  that  the 
words  are  calcolated  to  mislead  the  people,  by 
conveying  on  idea  that  they  have  a  right  to 
control  Uie  debates  of  the  Legialature.  Thla 
cannot  be  admitted  to  be  Jnst,  becanse  it  wonld 
destroy  the  oUeot  of  theu'  meeting.  I  thjnV, 
when  the  pooide  have  chosen  a  representalive^ 
it  is  his  dnty  to  meet  others  from  the  difFerent 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  consolt,  and  agree  with 
them  to  such  acts  as  are  fbr  the  Rsnersl  benefit 
of  the  whole  oonminnity.  If  ^ey  were  to  be 
gnided  by  instmctions,  there  woold  be  no  nse 
in  deliberation ;  all  that  a  man  wonld  have  to 
do,  wonld  be  to  prodnce  his  instmctions.  and 
lay  tbem  on  the  table,  and  let  them  spe^  for 
him.  From  hence  I  think  it  may  be  fyhh 
inferred,  that  the  right  of  the  people  to  consiut 
for  the  common  good  can  go  no  fiirther  than  to 
petition  the  Lt^slatnre,  or  apply  for  a  redress 
of  grievances.  It  is  the  dnty  of  a  good  repre- 
sentative to  inquire  what  meaanres  are  most 
likely  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and,  aAer 
he  has  discovered  them,  to  ^ve  them  bis  sap- 
port.  Shonld  his  instmctions,  therefore^  coin- 
cide with  hia  ideas  on  any  measure,  they  wonld 
be  nnnecessa^ ;  if  they  were  contrary  to  the 
conviction  of  his  own  mind,  he  most  be  bonnd 
by  every  principle  of  justice  to  disregard  them. 

Ur.  JAOKSOM  was  in  Ikvor  of  the  right  of  the 
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people  to  aasemtile  and  consult  for  the  oommcm 
good  \  it  had  been  nsed  in  this  ooontrj'  as  one 
of  the  best  checks  on  the  British  Legisltitiire  in 
tlieir  aqjnstifiable  attempts  to  tax  the  coloniea 
without  their  consent.  Anteriea  had  no  repre- 
aokCativee  in  the  British  PafliameDt,  therefore 
tbej  could  instmot  none,  yet  the;  ezeroiBed 
tile  power  of  oonsoltstion  to  a  good  eSeot.  He 
begged  gentlemen  to  cooiuder  the  dangenms 
tendenoj  of  eatabliahiug  snch  a  doctrine;  it 
wooid  neceesarily  drive  the  House  into  a  nnm- 
bw  of  botions.  There  might  be  different  in- 
etmctions  from  ever;  State,  and  the  repreeenta- 
tion  from  each  State  wonld  be  a  faction  to 


Bimport 

If  we  estahliah  this  as  a  right,  we  ahall  l>e 
bound  h;  those  instraotiCAu ;  now,  I  am  willing 


tbmr  own  discretion  on  this  Hnhjecl.  Let  the 
people  oonsolt  and  gire  their  opinion ;  let  the 
tepreeentative  ^odge  of  it ;  and  if  it  is  Jnst,  let 
him  gDvam  himself  b;  it  aa  a  good  member 
on^t  to  do ;  bat  if  it  ia  otherwise,  let  him  have 
USi  hia  power  to  rqeet  their  advice. 

What  ma;  be  the  consequence  (rf  binding  a 
man  to  vote  in  all  caaee  according  to  the  will  of 
others !  He  is  to  decide  apon  a  constitntional 
point,  and  on  thia  ^neetion  his  conaoience  is 
bonnd  h;  the  obligation  of  a  aolemn  oath;  ;oa 
now  involve  him  iti  a  aeriooH  dilemma.  If  he 
Totea  according  to  his  consdenoe,  he  decides 
against  his  instrnctiona ;  but  in  deciding  against 
hiH  instrnctiona,  he  conuuits  a  breach  of  the 
oonstjtation,  b;  InfrinMng  the  prert^tive  of 
the  peopl^  secured  to  them  h;  U»a  d^aration. 
Li  short,  it  will  give  rise  to  snch  a  variet;  of 
absnrditiea  and  inoonastencieB,  as  no  pradent 
Lwialatnre  woold  wish  to  involve  themselves  in. 

Mr.  Qebbt. — B;  the  checks  provided  in  the 
oonstitDtion,  we  have  good  grounds  to  beUeve 
that  the  ver;  framera  of  it  conceived  that  the 
Govermnent  woidd  be  liable  to  mal-administra- 
tion,  and  I  preeome  that  the  gentlemen  of  this 
House  do  not  mean  to  arrogate  to  themselves 
more  perfbction  than  human  nature  has  as  ;et 
been  loond  to  be  capable  of ;  if  the;  do  not,  the; 
will  admit  an  additional  check  against  ahuHes 
which  this,  like  ever;  other  Glovemment,  is 
SDljject  to.  Instraction  from  the  people  will 
fm^nlsh  tliii  in  a  ccndderable  decree. 

It  has  been  s^d  that  the  emeiument  proposed 
t^  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Booth  Oaro- 
lina  (Mr.  Tcokm)  determines  this  point,  "tiiat 
the  people  can  bind  their  representatives  to 
follow  their  instractions."  I  do  not  concave 
that  this  necesaaril;  follows.  I  think  the  rep- 
resentative, notwiUistanding  the  insertion  of 
these  words,  woold  be  at  libert;  to  act  aa  he 
pleased ;  if  ne  declined  to  porsne  snch  measnree 
as  he  waa  directed  to  attam,  the  people  would 
have  a  right  to  refbse  him  tiieir  sum^ges  at  a 
ftatnre  election. 

Now,  though  I  do  not  believe  the  am«id- 
ment  would  bind  the  representatives  to  obe; 
tbe  inatmotions,  yet  I  think  the  people  have  a 
right  both  to  instmot  and  bind  tbNn.  Dogentle- 
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that  on  an;  ocoadon  instmctiMia 
wonld  be  so  general  aa  to  prooeed  friHn  all  our 
oonstitnentst  If  the;  do,  it  ia  tbe  eovereien 
will ;  for  gentlemen  will  not  contend  that  the 
sovereign  will  presides  in  the  Legiajature.  Tbe 
friends  and  patrons  of  this  constitntion  bavo 
always  declared  that  the  aoverdgnt;  reaidea  in 
the  people,  and  that  the;  do  Dot  part  with  it 
"  an;  occasion;  to  say  the  sovereignty  vests 
the  people  and  that  they  haw  not  a  rig^t  to 
instrnct  and  control  their  representatives  is 
ahemd  to  the  last  degree.  Tne;  must  eitl>a 
give  up  their  principle,  or  grant  that  the  people 
have  a  right  to  eieroiae  their  sovereignt;  to 
control  the  whole  Govemmentj  as  well  as  thia 
branch  of  it.  But  the  amendment  does  a<A 
oarr;  the  principle  to  such  an  extent,  it  only 
declares  the  right  of  the  people  to  send  instmo- 
tJons ;  the  representative  will  if  he  thinks  pro- 
per, eommnmoate  his  inatmotions  to  tbe  Hoose^ 
bat  how  &r  tbe;  shall  iterate  on  his  eondoet, 
he  will  judge  for  himself 

The  honorable  gentleman  fh>m  Georgia  (Sir. 
Ji,0KB0B)  snppoeee  that  InstradionB  wUl  tend 
to  generate  factions  in  this  Honse ;  bat  he  ^d 
not  see  how  it  oonld  have  that  effect,  an;  more 
than  the  freedom  (^  debate  had.  If  the  repr«- 
sentative  entert^ns  the  same  opinion  with  his 
constituenta,  he  will  decide  with  them  in  &Tor 
of  the  measore ;  if  other  gentlemen,  who  are 
not  inatmcted  on  thia  point,  are  convinced  by 
argoment  that  the  measitre  is  proper,  the;  will 
also  vote  with  them;  oonseqnentl;  the  inflii' 
ence  of  debate  and  of  instrnction  is  the  same. 

The  gentleman  sa;s  Airther,  that  the  people 
have  the  right  of  inatructdng  tlidr  representSr- 
tivee;  if  so,  wh;not  declare  itt  Doesbemean 
that  it  shall  lie  dormant  and  never  be  exermsedf 
If  so,  it  vrill  be  a  right  of  no  ntiUty.  But  much 
good  ma;  result  fr^  a  declaration  in  the  oom- 
stitation  that  the;  possess  this  privilege;  tiie 
people  will  be  encouraged  to  come  forward 
with  their  instmctions,  which  will  form  a  fond 
of  nsetU  information  for  the  Legialatore.  Wa 
cannot,  I  apprehend,  be  too  wdl  infwmed  of 
the  tme  state,  condition,  and  sentiment  of  oar 
coDstituenta,  and  perhaps  this  is  the  best  mode 
in  oar  power  of  ootsining  information.  I  hope 
we  ahall  never  ahut  our  eara  agunst  that  info^ 
mation  which  is  to  be  derived  from  the  petititxts 
and  instmctions  of  our  conatituenta.  I  hope 
we  shall  never  preemne  to  think  that  bU  toe 
wisdom  of  this  coontr;  is  concentrated  within 
the  walla  of  this  House.  Uen,  unarobitiouB  of 
distinctions  from  their  fellow-citizens,  remain 
within  their  own  domestic  wal^  unheard  of 
and  unseen,  poaseaung  all  the  advanlAges  re- 
sulting from  a  watchfrd  obeervance  of  pnblio 
men  and  public  measm^  whose  voice,  if  we 
would  descend  to  listen  to  it,  would  pve  as 
knowledge  snperior  to  what  could  be  acquired 
amidst  the  cares  and  bnatlea  of  a  public  life ; 
let  us  then  adopt  the  amendment,  and  enoonr- 
age  the  diffident  to  enrich  oar  stock  of  know- 
ledge with  the  treasure  of  tltdr  remarks  and 
obaervationa. 
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Mr.  MADmoH. — I  tUnk  the  oommittee  acted 
prndeutlj  in  omittiiig  to  insert  these  words  in 
the  nport  tbe7  bave  brooght  forward ;  i^  on- 
fotdiiitelj,  the  attempt  of  proposing  amend- 
mmtH  ihtHild  prove  abortive,  it  will  not  arise 
bom  the  want  of  a  dieposition  in  the  friends  of 
the  coDEtitation  to  do  what  is  right  with  respect 
to  sMuriitg  the  rights  and  privilt^ea  of  the 
p«o^  of  America,  hot  from  the  difficnltias 
tnsag  from  diaonsfiing  and  propoeing  abstract 
pn^Msitioiis  of  whloh  the  jodgment  ma;  not  be 
eoaringed.  I  Tenture  to  saj,  that  if  we  confine 
oarselvea  to  an  ennineraljoa  of  nmple,  acknow' 
Isdpd  Drindplee,  the  ratification  will  meet  with 
bat  little  difflenltj.  Amendments  of  a  doabt- 
hl  natnre  will  have  a  tendency  to  pr^odice  tlie 
Thide  sjstem;  the  proposition  now  suggested 
nrtikea  hi^j  of  tikis  nature.  It  is  donbted 
bj  mm;  geDtlemm  here ;  it  has  been  objected 
to  in  intdligemt  publications  throaghont  tlie 
UnioD;  it  is  donbted  bj  man;  members  of  the 
Ettte  Lefidatiiree.  In  ime  sense  this  dedara- 
tioii  it  traa,  in  man;  others  it  is  certainl;  not 
true;  tnllie  sttue  in  which  it  is  trae,  we  have 
tatettei  flie  right  sofficientl;  in  what  we  have 
iooe;  if  we  mean  nothing  more  than  this,  that 
the  peoirie  have  a  right  to  express  and  commn- 
nicrte  th^  aentiments  and  wishes,  we  have 
{■mided  for  it  alreadj.  The  right  of  ireedom 
U  qieech  is  secured ;  the  libert;  of  the  press  is 
H^inadj  doolared  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
this  Qovemment;  the  people  may  therefore 
jnUicly  address  their  representatives,  may  pri- 
ntely  advise  them,  or  declare  their  sentiments 
by  pedtioa  to  the  whole  body ;  in  all  these  ways 
Ihej  may  oommoi^oate  their  wilL  If  gentle- 
aea  mean  to  ^  Ihrtber,  and  to  s^y  tluit  the 
people  have  a  right  to  instract  their  repreeenta- 
tires  in  sneh  a  sense  as  that  the  delegates  are 
obliged  to  conform  to  thoee  instmctioiiB,  the 
dedantion  is  not  trae.  Snppose  they  instruct 
a  representative,  by  his  vote,  to  violate  the  con- 
■titiition ;  is  he  at  liberty  to  obey  snob  instrac- 
Qoiai  Suppose  he  is  instraoted  to  patronixe 
eettain  measores,  and  from  oiicnmstances  known 
to  him,  bnt  not  to  his  constituents,  he  is  con- 
linced  that  tbey  will  endanger  the  public  good ; 
iibe  oUiged  to  sacrifice  his  own  judgment  to 
Hmh  I  b  be  absolutely  bonnd  to  perform  what 
be  is  insb^icted  to  do.  Suppose  be  refuses,  will 
his  vote  be  the  lees  valid,  or  the  community  be 
£sMigaged  from  that  ol>edienoe  which  is  dm 
the  laws  of  the  Union  t  If  his  vote  must 
eritably  have  the  same  effect,  what  sort  of  a 
ri^t  is  thia  in  the  constitution,  to  instruct  a 
npnaentUive  who  has  a  ri«ht  to  disr^ard  the 
orttt,  if  he  pleases?  In  Uiis  sense  the  right 
does  not  ttdst,  in  the  othw  sense  it  does  esst, 
and  is  provided  largely  for. 

The  hontsable  gentleman  from  Maieachu- 
Ktis  aski  if  the  sovereignty  ts  not  with  the 
pet^  at  laive.  Doee  he  infer  that  the  people 
can,  in  detMuied  bodies,  contravene  an  act  es' 
latdished  by  the  whole  people  ?  My  idea  of  the 
tovereigntj  of  the  people  is,  that  the  people  can 
disnge  the  oonstitntion  if  they  pk  "       ^-' 


while  the  oonstitntion  eiiata,  they  must  conform 
themselves  to  its  dictates.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  inhabitants  of  any  district  can  speak 
the  voice  of  the  people ;  so  for  trom  it,  their 
ideas  may  contrsdiot  the  sense  of  the  whole 
people;  hence theconsequencethstinstractions 
are  binding  on  the  representative  is  of  a  doubt- 
ful, if  not  of  a  dangerous  nature.  I  do  not 
conceive,  therefore,  that  it  is  necessary  to  agree 
to  the  proposition  now  made ;  so  far  as  any  real 
good  is  to  arise  from  it,  so  &r  that  real  good  is 
provided  for ;  so  fitr  as  it  is  of  a  doubtful  na- 
ture, so  Ear  it  obliges  us  to  run  the  risk  of  los- 
ing the  whole  system. 

Mr.  SioTE,  (of  South  Carolina.) — I  am  oi>- 
poeed  to  this  motion,  because  I  conceive  it  will 
operatA  as  a  partial  inctmvenience  to  the  more 
distant  States.  If  every  member  is  to  be  bound 
by  instructions  how  to  vote,  what  are  gentle- 
men from  the  extremities  of  the  oontinoit  to  do  t 
Members  from  the  neighboring  States  can  ob- 
tain their  instmctionB  earlier  than  those  from 
the  Southern  ones,  and  I  presume  that  particu- 
lar instructions  will  be  necessary  for  particular 
messures;  of  consequence,  we  vote  perhaps 
agtunst  instructions  on  their  way  to  ns,  or  we 
must  decline  voting  at  alL  But  what  is  the  ne- 
cesdty  of  having  a  numerous  representation! 
One  member  from  a  State  can  receive  the  in- 
struotiona,  and  by  his  vote  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  many,  provided  his  vote  is  allowed  to 
count  for  the  proportion  the  State  ought  to 
send ;  In  this  way  the  bnsinees  might  be  done 
at  a  lees  expense  than  having  one  or  two  hun- 
dred meiubers  in  the  House,  which  had  been 
strongly  contended  for  yesterday. 

Mr.  Stohb. — T  think  the  clause  would  change 
the  Government  entirely ;  instead  of  being  a 
Government  founded  npon  representation,  U 
would  be  a  democracy  of  singular  properties, 

I  differ  from  the  gentieman  fi^m  Virginia 
(Mr.  HAnisoN),  if  he  thinks  this  clause  would 
not  bind  the  representative  ;  in  iny  opinion,  it 
would  bind  him  effectnally,  and  I  venture  to 
assert,  without  diffidence,  that  any  law  passed 
by  the  Legislature  would  be  of  no  force,  if  a 
minority  cf  the  members  of  this  House  were 
instructed  to  the  contrary,  provided  the  amend- 
ment became  part  of  the  constitution.  What 
would  follow  from  this  ?  Instead  of  looking  in 
the  code  of  laws  passed  by  Congress,  your  Ju- 
diciary would  have  to  collect  and  examine  the 
instruotionsitom  the  variousparls  of  the  Union. 
It  follows  very  clearly  from  hence,  that  the 
Oovemment  would  be  altered  from  a  represen- 
tative one  to  a  democracy,  wherein  all  laws  are 
made  immediately  by  the  voice  of  the  people. 

This  is  a  power  not  to  be  found  in  any  part 
of  the  earth  exoept  among  the  Swiss  cantons ; 
there  the  body  of  the  people  vote  upon  the  laws, 
and  give  instmoti<ms  to  their  delegates.  But 
here  we  have  a  different  form  of  Government ; 
the  people  at  large  are  not  authorized  under  it 
to  vg«e  upon  the  law,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  that 
any  nan  required  it.  "Why,  then,  are  we  called 
npon  to  [mtpose  amendments  snbvtrriva  of  ijia 
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and  the  duurman  being  abont  tg  put 

Ur.  GiBBT. — Geatkmen  ie«m  ia  a  mat 
horr;  to  get  this  bndiieaB  throo^  I  tbiok, 
ilx.  Ohainnaa,  it  reqnirea  a  ftirdier  diaoiuaiMi ; 
for  mj  part.  1  had  rather  do  leas  bn^wa  and 
do  it  well,  than  pradpitatemeaBOTea  before  they 
an  follr  nndMatood. 

The  luMionble  geatlemiu  from  Ylrdnia  (Mr. 
JLtaiBos)  stated,  ttiat  if  the  propoeea  amend- 
menti  are  defeated,  it  vill  be  hj  the  dela^  at- 
tending the  diaonaaion  t^donbtfot  propodlioiis; 
and  he  dadana  thia  to  partake  of  that  qnalitj. 
It  ia  natural,  nr,  fbr  na  to  be  fond  of  oar  own 
work.  We  do  not  like  to  aee  it  dirfgored  br 
other  handa.  That  htmorahle  gmtleman  broo^t 
fbrwBid  a  string  of  propoaitiona ;  among  toam 
vaa  the  olaose  now  propoeed  to  be  amended : 
he  ia  no  doubt  rea^  for  the  qaeetion,  and  de- 
termined not  to  uunit  what  we  think  an  im- 
provemenL  The  gentlemen  who  were  on  th< 
oommittee,  and  bron|^t  in  the  report,  hare 
oonaidered  the  mbjeot,  md  are  also  ripe  for  a 
deeinon.  Bat  other  gentlemea  naj  orava  a 
like  indolgeDce.  Ia  not  the  report  b^bre  nsfor 
deliberation  and  diaoaarion,  and  to  obt^  the 
oense  of  theHooaenponit ;  and  will  not  gentle- 
men allow  oa  a  da;r  or  two  for  theaa  porpoaea^ 
alter  they  have  (bnwd  na  to  proceed  upon  them 
at  this  time!  I  appeal  to  thdr candor  andgood 
aenae  on  the  occanon,  and  am  anre  not  to  be 
refiued;  andlmostinfbrmthem  now,  that  thm 
may  not  be  SDrpriaed  hereafter,  that  I  wish  aU 
the  omendmeDts  proposed  b;  the  respective 
Btatea  to  be  considered.  Qentlemen  aaj  it  is 
neoewarj  to  finish  the  aabject,  in  order  to  re- 
oonoile  a  nnmber  of  oar  f^ow-citiiena  to  the 
OovemmenL  If  thia  is  their  principle,  they 
onght  to  ooDsider  the  wiahea  and  intentions 
whioh  the  convention  has  expreaaed  for  them; 
if  they  do  this,  they  will  find  that  they  expect 
and  wiah  fi>r  tha  deckration  propoeed  by  the 
honorable  gMitleman  over  the  way  Qlr.  TnoE- 
kbX  and,  (S  conaeqnenoe,  they  onght  to  agree 
to  it ;  and  why  it,  with  othen  reoommended  in 
the  Bame  way,  were  not  reoorted,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  a^;  the  committee  Imow  this  beat  them- 
aelvea. 

The  honorable  gentleman  near  me  (Mr. 
Btonb)  aaya,  that  the  laws  paaaed  oontrary  to 
instnotioo  will  be  nugatory.  And  other  cen- 
tlunen  ask,  if  their  oonstitnente  instruct  ^em 
to  violate  the  oonetitation,  whether  they  must 
do  it.    Sir,  does  not  the  constitotion  declare 


States;  if  onr  decrees  are  of  snch  force  aa  to 
set  aMde  the  State  laws  and  couatitntiona,  cer- 
tainly they  may  be  repngnant  to  any  instruo- 
tioos  whatever,  wlthont  being  i^Jored  thereby. 
Bnt  can  we  conceive  that  our  ccnstituents 
would  be  ao  absurd  as  to  instinct  ns  to  violate 
our  oath,  and  act  directly  contrary  to  the  prin- 
oiplea  of  a  Oovamment  ordcdned  by  themaelTca  ? 


[Av««r.  1789L 

We  matt  look  iQKin  them  to  be  abatdntety  atw- 
dmed  and  fUae  to  thdr  own  intereala,  to  m^ 
poae  them  eapaijta  at  gMag  anch  inBtnietii»i& 

If  this  amendment  ia  inlnidooed  into  the  coa- 
stJtntitm,  I  do  not  think  we  shall  bemnoh  tion- 
bled  with  inatmotiona ;  a  knowledge  of  the 
ri^t  will  optntb  to  ebeek  a  apirit  that  wonld 
rrader  instnMtion  neeoaaary.   . 

The  honorable  geDtleman  bom  Tir^nla  asked, 
will  not  tho  afflrinative  of  a  mamber  who  votea 
repngnant  to  his  insbnotiuia  Und  the  OMunra- 
idty  as  mneh  M  the  votaa  of  tboae  who  conform  I 
There  ia  no  doabt,  rir,  bntitwill;  bvtdoeathla 
tend  to  abov  that  the  e(»stitaent  baa  no  tight 
to  inslrnott  Snrely  not.  I  admit,  rir,  that  In- 
atmoti<xiB  oontrary  to  tha  oMistlbititriV  co^^t 
not  to  Und,  though  the  aovertigntr  rendea  in 
the  peonle.  The  honorable  gentleaian  acknow* 
ledg«e  tnat  the  Boverdgnty  Testa  there ;  ifao,it 
may  esendae  Its  will  in  aoy  caae  not  ioMKiaiac- 
ent  with  a  previona  contract.  The  same  gm- 
deman  asks  if  we  are  to  give  the  power  to  Uie 
people  in  detached  bodiM  to  contravene  the 
OovemmentwhQeitexiata.  Oertainly  not;  nor 
does  the  iH«poeed  pnqrarition  extend  to  that 
point ;  it  is  only  intended  to  open  for  thcon  a 
convenient  mode  in  whieb  they  may  convey 
their  sense  to  their  agenta.  The  gentlwrnaa 
therefore  takea  for  granted  what  ia  Tnadminm 
ble,  that  Oongreaa  will  always  be  doing  ilk«al 
things,  and  make  it  neceaaary  for  the  aoverdgn 
to  declare  its  pleaanre. 

Ha  says  the  people  have  a  right  to  altm:  the 
oonstitatioo,  bat  they  have  oo  right  to  oppose 
the  Government.  It,  while  the  Government 
exists,  the;  have  no  right  to  control  it,  it  ^>> 
peora  the;  have  divested  themselves  of  the  sove- 
reignty over  tbe  constitntiott.  Therefore,  our 
lau^age,  with  onr  principles,  most  obanga, 
and  we  onght  to  say  that  the  sovereignty  eziBt- 
ed  In  the  people  previooa  to  the  establishment 
of  this  Government  This  will  be  gronad  for 
alarm  indeed,  if  it  is  tme ;  but  I  trost,  ur,  too 
mnch  to  tiie  good  sense  of  my  fedlow-citiaena 
ever  to  lielieve  that  the  doctrine  will  generally 
obtain  in  this  country  of  freedom. 

Mr.  YiMiiro, — I^  Mr,  Ohoirmao,  there  ap- 
pears on  one  side  too  great  an  urgency  to  de- 
spatch this  business,  there  spears  on  the  other 
an  unneoesaary  dels;  sndproersstination  equally 
improper  and  uupardouable.  I  think  this  buti- 
ness  has  been  iJready  well  considered  byCie 
House,  and  every  gentleman  iu  it;  however,  I 
am  not  for  an  unseemly  expedition. 

Mr.  LivBSMOKE  was  not  very  onxioua  whether 
the  words  were  inserted  or  not,  hut  be  had  a 
great  deal  of  doabt  cm  the  meaning  of  thia 
whole  amendment ;  it  provides  that  Uie  people 
ma;  meet  and  consult  for  the  ctunmon  good. 
Does  this  mean  a  part  of  the  people  in  a  town- 
ship or  district,  or  does  it  mean  the  repreaaa- 
Utivea  in  the  State  Le^alatnreet  If  it  meana 
the  latter,  there  is  no  occasion  for  a  {oovisim 
that  the  Legislature  may  instruct  the  memben 
of  this  body. 

In  some  States  the  repreaentatives  are  ohoaan 
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l^Aitaleta.  In>iioIiCMe,pa1uqM,theiiifltriio- 
tioBi  om  be  omndorad  u  eoming  fr<xn  the 
Abrlot;  but  in  other  6t«te^  each  rapraaeaU- 
ttve  li  cfaoMB  hy  tb«  wbde  people.  In  Kev 
HmpddteHiatbeeMe:  tbelnstrnodoDe  of  anr 
nniaaUr^iM  irootd  haTe  but  UtUe  vel^t, 
bat  tk^datiTe  instreotaon  would  have  oraiai- 
dcnU»&ittiienoeDK»eMbrepr«Miitative.  I^ 
tiMnfcn^  the  wordi  nteaa  that  the  L^islatQre 
Bif  taitnict,  he  presumed  it  would  have  cdd- 
riteible  «ffeot,  thongh  he  did  not  belioTe  it 
btadiBg,    Lideed,  he  wai  inclined  to  paj  a  de- 

.  _    ,apri- 

imt  Mttcr;  Dot  BB  for  ftdl  blndifig  fbroe,  no  io- 
ikwtiaM  oontidned  Out.  qiialitj'.  Tliey  could 
lot,  lor  ovgltt  thej  to  haTft  H,  beoanse  different 
MrtiMninne  dUfflrent  meanina;  andit  might 
M  axpediait,  n^,  abooht  ' 


kboohtdr  neo 
il  ocMMxalonB. 
The  doctrine  of  inatrnctioiu  vonld  bold  bet- 
tvin&i^a&d  than  her^  beoanse 


Ij  immaterial  to  the  rest  of  the  Idng- 

don;  h  that  caae,  it  ironld  be  inndent  to  In- 
itnet  tbdr  memben  in  FsHiament. 
Mr.  GnxT  viabed  the  constitDtion  amended 


hoBotaUe  gentleman  from  Delaware  had  giveo 
Uta  B  example  of  moderation  and  laconic  and 
cnnbteot  deb^  that  he  meant  to  follow ;  and 
wmid  Jut  obeerve  to  the  worthy  gentleman  laBt 
■p,  that  several  States  had  propoeed  the  emend- 
nitrt,  and  amonf^the  rest,  New  Eampahire. 

Then  waa  one  remark  which  escaped  him, 
vhn  he  vaa  op  before.  The  gentleman  from 
Karriand  (Mr.  &Ton)  had  aaid  that  the 
HUBdmoit  wooU  change  the  nature  of  the 
GonnuMnt,  and  make  it  a  democracy.  Now 
ba  had  alw^B  heard  tiiat  it  was  a  democra<7 ; 
*~'  *  •  he  was  misled,  and  the  honorable 
IB  right  In  distingiiisbing  it  by  some 
moer  appellation ;  pertiapa  an  ariatooraoy  was 
atKu  better  adapted  to  U. 

Kr..  SanowiCK  oppoeed  the  Idea  of  the  gen- 
tlnao  from  New  Hanqiahira,  that  the  State 
Tagilalure  had  the  powo-  of  instructing  the 
BWbtn  of  tliia  Honae  ■  he  looked  upon  it  aa  a 
■Umiation  of  the  ri^ts  of  the  people  to  ad- 
~itn<A  an  anthority.     We  atand  not  here, 


■BtHKA 

■>rhe,tl 


. .-,  „  _Mer  the  fbrmer  Oonxreas,  tmt  _ 
tte  representatives  of  the  great  Body  of  the 
feople.  Tbe  sovereignty,  the  independence^ 
■d  tbe  Ti^ts  of  the  States  are  intended  to  be 
parded  t^  the  Senate ;  if  we  are  to  be  viewed 
■  a^  oOier  lig^t,  the  matest  security  the 
pscple  have  fbr  (heir  rigata  and  pririlegM  ia 

Bat  with  rea»ect  to  Instraction^  it  ia  well 
vont^  of  ooDsidera^n  how  they  are  to  be 
inenrsd.  It  ia  not  the  opinion  of  an  Individ- 
■dibatiato  oootrd  my  oondnct:  I  oonsider 
■Tvtf  utiM  re[weaentadveof  the  whole  Union. 
'-  "-"-"—1  nu^  gire  me  '-* —   "'       '  ' 


hia  aentimenta  naj  be  in  oppodtdon  to  the 
sense  irfthe  mf^oritj  of  the  people.  If  Inatmo- 
" ■-  ■^-  of  any  efficacy,  Ihey  must  speak 


the  I 


(^  the  minority  of  the  people,  at  least 
Btate.    In  a  Ht«t«  so  large  as  Uassachn- 


settait  will  behoove  gentlemen  to  oonsider  how 
the  sense  of  the  m^ority  of  the  freemen  ia  to 
be  ohtwnod  and  commnnicatad.  Let  cs  take 
care  to  avoid  the  insertion  of  erode  and  indi- 
gested propoaitionH,  more  likely  to  produce 
acrimony  than  that  spirit  of  harmony  wnich  we 
onght  to  onltivate. 

Mr.  LivBBXOBB  said  that  he  did  not  nnder- 
stand  the  honorable  gentleman,  or  was  not  nn- 
dOTstood  by  him ;  he  did  not  presnme  peremp- 
torily to  say  what  degree  of  inflnence  the 
lepBlatlve  inrtnictions  would  have  on  a  repre- 
sentative. He  knew  it  was  not  the  thing  In 
ooatemplotioD  here ;  and  what  he  had  said  re- 
spected only  the  influence  it  would  have  on  his 
private  lodgment. 

Mr.  Anas  said  there  would  be  a  very  great 
inconvenienoe  attending  the  establishment  of 
the  doctrine  contended  for  by  his  oolleagne. 
Those  Btates  which  had  selected  their  members 
by  disMota  wonld  have  no  right  to  give  them 
instmctions,  oonseqnently  the  memben  onght 
to  withdraw ;  in  which  case  the  nonse  might 
be  reduced  below  a  majority,  and  not  be  able, 
according  to  the  oonstitotion,  to  do  any  hnmneaa 
at  aQ. 

According  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hamiwhirej  one  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment woold  be  annihilated ,'  for  of  what  avail 
is  it  that  the  people  have  the  app<natment  of  a 
representattve,  if  he  ia  to  pay  obedience  to  the 
dictates  of  another  body  ? 

Beveral  members  now  rose,  and  called  for  the 
qneeticn. 

Mr.  Pi.sB  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen  so  im- 
patient ;  the  more  ao,  aa  be  saw  there  was  very 
uttle  attention  paid  to  any  thing  that  was  said ; 
but  he  would  express  hia  sentiments  if  he  waa 
only  heard  by  the  Ohair.  He  discovered  deariy, 
notwithstanmng  what  had  been  observed  by  the 
most  ingenlona  supporters  of  tbe  oppotation, 
that  there  was  an  alieolnte  necessity  for  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  It  waa  strictly  oompatibla 
with  the  spirit  and  the  nature  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; all  power  veata  in  the  people  of  the 
United  States;  it  is  therefore  a  Government 
of  the  people,  a  democracy.  If  it  were  oon- 
atstent  with  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
inhabitants,  every  freeman  would  have  a  ri^t 
to  come  and  ^ve  hia  vote  upon  the  law ;  but, 
inasmuch  oa  this  cannot  be  dune,  by  reason 
of  the  extent  of  territory,  and  some  other  cauaea, 
the  people  have  agreed  that  their  representa- 
tives bImU  exercise  a  part  of  their  authority. 
To  pretend  to  refaee  them  the  power  of  in- 
structing thdr  agents,  appeare  to  me  to  deny 
them  a  right.  One  gentleman  asks  how  the 
inatmctions  are  to  be  collected.  Many  porta 
of  this  country  have  been  in  the  practice  of  in- 
stnicting  their  representatives ;  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  oommnnicating  tn^  aense.    An- 
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other  gentleman  asb  if  thef  were  to  instruct 
ns  to  make  paper  money,  what  we  would  do. 
I  would  tell  them,  s^d  be,  it  wsa  oncongtitn- 
tional;  alter  that,  and  we  will  conuder  on  the 
point     Unless  laws  are  made  Batisfactorj  to  the 

nle,  thej  will  lose  their  support,  tbej  will 
iiued  or  done  aw^ ;  this  tenda  to  deetroj 
the  efficiency  of  the  OoTemment. 

It  is  the  sense  of  sereral  of  the  oooTentions 
that  this  amendment  shonld  take  place ;  I  think 
it  mj  datjr  to  support  it,  and  fear  it  wUl  spread 
an  alarm  among  our  ooostitaents  if  we  decline 
to  do  It. 

Ur.    WAoewoBTH. — lOHtmctious   hare   &e- 

Sientl  J  been  given  to  the  representatives  of  the 
mted  States;  bat  the  people  did  iiot  claim  as 
a  right  that  they  shonld  have  any  obligation 
upon  the  representatives ;  it  is  not  right  that 
they  shonld.  In  troabloos  times,  deigning 
men  have  drawn  the  people  to  instrnot  the  rep- 
resentatives to  their  harm ;  the  repreaentativea 
have,  on  snch  occasions,  refiisea  to  comply 
with  their  iDstraclJonB.  I  have  known,  myself 
that  they  have  been  disobeyed,  and  yet  the 
representative  was  not  brought  to  aoconnt  for 
it ;  on  the  contrary  he  was  caressed  and  re- 
elected, while  thoee  who  have  obeyed  them, 
contrary  to  their  private  aentimenta,  have  ever 
after  been  despised  for  it.  Now,  if  people 
ooDwdered  it  an  inherent  right  in  them  to  m- 
Btruct  their  representalivea,  they  would  have 
undoubtedly  punished  tbe  violation  of  them. 
I  have  no  idea  of  instniotdoiia,  tinless  they  are 
obeyed;  a  discretional  power  is  incompatible 
ivith  them. 

Ur.  BuBKB. — I  am  not  positive  witli  respect 
to  the  parUcnlar  expreBsion  In  the  declaration 
of  righte  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  but  the 
oonatitations  of  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania, 
and  North  Oarolina,  all  of  them  recogniae,  in 
express  terms,  the  right  of  the  people  to  give 
instruction  to  their  representatives.  I  do  not 
mean  to  insist  particnlarly  upon  this  amend- 
ment; bnt  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  those 
that  are  reported  and  likely  to  be  adopted  by 
this  Koose  are  very  far  from  (^ving  satia&ction 
to  our  constitnenta;  they  are  not  those  solid 
end  eabstantial  amendments  which  the  people 
expect;  they  are  litUe  better  than  whip-sylU- 
bub,  frothy  and  full  of  wind,  formed  only  to 
please  the  palate ;  or  they  are  like  a  tub  thrown 
out  to  a  whale,  to  secure  the  freight  of  the  ship 
and  its  peaceable  voyage.  In  my  Judgment, 
the  people  will  not  t>e  gratified  by  the  mode  we 
have  pursued  in  bringing  them  forward.  There 
was  a  committee  of  eleven  apjKiinted;  and  ont 
oC  the  number  I  tbinb  there  were  five  who  were 
members  of  the  convention  that  ibnaed  the 
constitution.  Such  gentlemen,  having  already 
given  their  opinion  with  respect  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  work,  may  be  thonght  improper 
agents  to  bring  farwaid  amendments.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  we  have 
done  nothing  bnt  lose  our  time,  and  that  it  will 
be  better  to  drop  the  sul^ect  now,  and  proceed 
to  the  organixation  of  the  Government. 


The  question  was  now  called  for  from  several 
parts  of  the  Honw;  but  a  desultory  conversa- 
tion took  place  bemre  the  question  wan  pot. 
At  length  the  call  becoming  general,  it  waa 
stated  from  the  Ohair,  and  determiued  in  the 
negative,  10  rising  in  &vor  of  it,  and  41  Bgunst  iL 

TuwDAT,  Angnat  18. 
Antmdmmt*  to  the  GeTutitKtion, 
Mr.  Gkrbt  moved,  "  Hut  such  of  the  amtfid' 
menta  to  the  constitntion  proposed  by  the 
several  States  as  are  not  in  substance  com- 
prised in  the  report  of  the  select  committes 
appointed  to  oonmder  amendments,  be  referred 
to  a  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House'  and  that 
all  amendments  which  shaU  be  agreed  to  by  th« 
committee  last  mentioned  be  included  in  one 

Hr.  TuoEKB  remtked,  Otat  many  dtiiens  ex- 
pected that  the  ameudmenta  proposed  bv  the 
conventions  would  be  attended  to  by  tlie  House, 
and  that  several  members  conceived  it  to  bo 
tLeir  duty  to  bring  them  forward.  If  the  Boose 
should  decline  taking  them  into  conuderatioo, 
it  mi^ht  tend  to  destroy  that  harmony  which 
had  hitherto  existed,  and  which  did  great  honor 
to  their  proceedings:  it  might  affect  all  tiiieir 
ftiture  meaanree,  and  promote  such  fends  as 
might  embarrass  the  Govermnent  exceeding. 
The  States  who  had  proposed  these  amei^- 
ments  would  feel  some  d^ree  of  chagrin  at 
having  misplaced  their  confidence  in  tiie  Geno- 
ral  Government.  Five  important  States  have 
pretty  plainly  expressed  their  s{>prebenaona  ot 
the  danger  to  wHioh  tlie  rights  of  their  citiz«is 
are  exposed.  Finding  tbeee  cannot  be  secured 
in  the  mode  they  had  wished,  they  will  hatu- 
rolly  recur  to  the  alUmative,  and  endeavor  to 
obtwn  a  federal  convention;  the  conseqnenoe 
of  this  may  be  disagreeable  to  the  Union;  par^ 
spirit  mi^  be  revived,  and  anlmo^ee  rekindled 
destmctiveof  tranqnilllty.  States  tliat  exert 
themselves  to  obtain  a  federal  conveation,  aiid 
those  that  oppose  the  measure,  may  fed  ao 
strongly  the  spirit  <d  discord,  aa  to  sever  t&e 
Union  asunder. 

K  in  this  conflict  the  advocates  Ibr  a  federal 
convention  ahould  prove  snooeesflil,  the  oouse- 
quonces  may  be  alarming;  we  may  lose  many 
of  the  valuable  prindplee  now  establi^ed  in 
the  present  constitution.  I^  on  the  other  hAid, 
a  convention  ahould  not  be  obtained,  the  conse- 
quences resulting  are  equally  to  be  dreaded;  it 
would  render  the  administration  of  tliis  system 
of  government  weal^  if  not  impractioahle;  for 
no  ^vernment  can  be  adminiatared  witb  ener- 
energetic  its  system,  nnleea  it  oI»- 


difBcult  to  ascertain. 

It  is  essential  to  our  deliberations  tliat  tbo 
harmony  of  the  Eouae  be  preserved ;  by  it  alone 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  perfect  Qm  oi^anication 
of  the  Government — a  Qorenimeut  but  in  em- 
bryo,  or  at  beet  but  in  its  Iniuciy, 
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SttU  bfOotiermiufii, 


[H.  or  H. 


ytf  U«s  relatire  to  Ah  oonsStotion,  wliflst 
H  Taa  dependent  npon  the  SKeirt  of  the  several 
BbtM  was,  HiM  R  required  amendmetit,  and 
Out  Ae  proper  thne  Sir  aineiidmeiit  wss  prevl- 
oH  to  lie  iBttBntiotL  \tj  Tttaom  trere,  tfaat 
I  nMcriT«d  It  dHBedt,  If  not  bnpMribW,  to  ob- 
tiia  eflBODtial  wiMiidmtnt*  b;^  m*  wftj  pointed 
oat  ia  Ae  coBftfcntka ;  nor  lm«  I  Wen  niis- 
«dKv  InOto  soaMml  It  irlH  be  ftomd,  I  ftar, 
tfSlaKwedtfficalt  ttisnimirebeiided:  tor-per- 
bfwflMM  «neiidmeat^  ibooH  the;  M  Bgre«d 
to  ^  tin>-thMi  of  bodi  EeaMe  of  Oongren, 
*■  w  wIfcBiittea  fer  TatHeatios  to  the  L^)a- 
tme  of  the  serere]  States,  iBftead  of  Btsfe  c«i- 
nrtou.  ia  wUeh  ewe  tiie  cb&BOe  Ii  ttfU  ««ne. 
Ifee  IccManms  efilnrafit  iSt  tbe  SMes  eooMit 
rf  two  bidependnt,  A«thet  bodioH ;  tlie  HBieBd- 
■(■ts  tnoBt  be  adciiptedbjfliree-ftaKhiofMidi 
LegMatoree;  tbst  la  to  ear,  Qu^  mmt  meet' 
be  afnrobatioB  of  the  mriorttyof  eoid)  of  el^- 
leea  MiberaUve  artuubBei.'  But  notvitfa- 
■anABg  all  time  oMeetioflB  to  obiaining  ameild- 
awaa  after  tlie  rattfieotlon  of  tbe  eoiuMtiKton, 
K  vm  tenfl  to  g)T«  a  great  degree  of  eattdtetion 
to  tbwe  vtto  are  dorinttB  of  tbedL  tf  titts  H«ue 
ibsB  tale  tliem  «p,  sad  conaidor  tbera  wHh  Oct 
dagree  ef  amfor  and  sttentton  tiwj  have  btfb- 
-■  "   *      -  M  Ibe  fatjeets  tiiat  havoconM 


bDQieH^od 
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fte 


raMr,  and,  after  Atir  deliberstlon,  ettiier  ap- 
fntre  or  dliJB|i|)i'Me  rf  ttem.  B7  anoh  eon Aic^ 
w«  Kmrer  bi  some  degree  tlie  vqMCtatkniB  of 
Ibon  eitimis  ta  ibe  aenrri  Btatea  wbo  have 
tKwa  to  gnM  a  teaadtj  to  tbe  preaerratfon 
if  AoM  T^Ma  Btd  Ilbertlea  Uwy  meored  to 
ftaa^vee  b;  an  archiou^  pnwvtftBg^  and  ano- 


I  hare  hap»  that  tiie  BMea  vfll  be  reoott- 
dM  to  tMi  m^ointment,  In  ocmaaqTieBoe  of 

A  i^^t  raiielj  cf^arpttuMfifa  n^nt  be  urgod 
feifciWof  tkeinofiita;  bat  IdHdl  rest  )t  bto^ 
■d  Mt  ta«inaaa  aKT  fbrtiber  lONai  tbe  poltntoe 
effteHonal         ' 

Hr,  lUnaMT  was  Jost  fdng  to  aoTe  to  refer 
ttan  auwptoaita  fn  otder  Oat  Awj  might  be 
flOMidered  In  tbe  ftdeat  manner;  but  it  'vrauM 
ha  ««7  ineomenieiit  to  bave  tbcm  made  np  Into 
Ma  r^D(^  or  all  of  Hmm  dbMssed  u  tbe  |Rw- 

MttlBW. 

Vr.  Vimma  kad  ito  otjeoOm  to  Ae  bri^fa^ 
IhMftnraPdintbefUleat  polbtof  view;  bnt 
th  aliJeetloB  mea  ftoni  tbe  nfonnaU^  attend- 


^t. 


ncrftbe 

»  »der  of  Ibe  Honae  vaa  to  nrftar  tJw  i«- 
jart  rf  the  uuauidttee  of  deron  to  a  Oommttteo 
tf  At  Whole,  and  Aereftt*  tt  traa  fanpmper  to 
fHpoae  an r  Hdng  additiMsL 

A  JwJtuai  oowti'uatioa  aroaa  00  Ada  mo- 
Nb,  when  Mr.  Tonim  moved  Ota  pvevlone 
^sriMm,  in  wbidif  m1q||  eap|MHtad  by  nre 
■embeta,  It  ma  p^  aad  tte  ^naadon  waa,— 
aUI  flH  main  oaMUoB,  to  agree  te  A*  HMtioB, 
btaowpvtt  Tite Teaaaaln^ being domaid- 
•1  br  aD»«a  af  Ae  meoAera  praaiBt  OQ  Aia 
te  metfaa,  <hiV  vwB  tiAan  aa  ftaooa  t 


Teas.— Henn.  Brata,  Colei,  Floyd,  Gbtit,  Grifc 
fin,  Oroot,  Hadton,  LiTsnaore,  IW  Futsr,  Van 
KattKOatr,  Mtttuan,  SMw,   8tD^  SuBtor,  uid 

lUnL— HcMH.  Anei,  BaUiito,  Bnitn,  Baoflaoi 
Bw<n,'(Mwiid«  Qnrti,  ClTiBar,  niari^iuii, 
Joater,  OilDH^  OoodhaL  Rattbj,  BriaMr,  HnNw- 

Tiitdigt,  SehDRaiD,  Scott,  SnigtriA,  Senaj,  Sil> 
TGiter,  SiunickMio,  SmiiU,  (of  Uuylanil,)  SmlA,  (<f 
BouUi  Cudlina,}  Tbatdui,  TrcnbtU,  Tming,  T^». 
worth,  ud  Vji^od).— H. 

SolhoBotkmwaaloiL 

A  meaaage  from  the  Snate  fnfimn^  tbe 
Hoaae  that  tha  Sanate  hMl  pawed  tbeUUpio- 
Tiding  for  eTe«»ann  wbidh  av  attmi  b^Ga-, 
tjona  or  treatieo  with  the  Indiaa  tribes,  aiKl  tba 


TBTi>eDa.T,  Beptember  S, 

Hr.  8hrt,  a^pewblx  tenotiM  p^en,  nwred 
Ae  M)ow&«:  **TbaC  a  pwtnanent  rttndenee 
eo^to  be  fixed  fcr  the  Uwwal  Qoremment 
of  tbe  United  States  at  some  oonventeM  idaae, 
aa  near  the  oeotre  at  iredth,  pt^atelion,  and 
extent  rf  terrttcv?,  aa  may  be  eonrist«at  with 
oonvraioiea  to  the  navigation  of  tbe  Atlantic 
OcM^  and  ^ai^nff  dm  regard  to  tiie  partiotdar 
dtnauon  of  the  Waatem  oavmtty. 

Tbe  Honae  reached  hMtf  into  a  Oomioittea 
ol  tiie  Whole,  to  take  into  oonsldmktdon  the 
motion  presented  by  Mr.  Soott,  on  ITinMday 
last,  for  eetshlinhhig  the  permuieni  reeidenoe 
of  Oongresfi,  Mr.  Boitoikot  In  the  chidr. 

Mr.  GooDntK. — The  motion  before  the  com- 
niittee  I  consider  too  lodefintte  for  the  Honae 
to  decide  npon  satisfactorily  {  I  wish,  thar^iwe, 
to  add  aoBaethii^  which  may  bring  the  question 
to  a  pCHQt.  It  w  well  known  that  the  gentle- 
men from  the  Eaetward  are  averse  to  talang  vp 
tUe  badness  at  Aia  lime.  Not  that  Ae  snbject 
was  impnqier  Ibr  ear  Aaensdon,  bnt  that  the 
preeent  Bearion  ia  drnving  to  a  period,  and  Aore 
renudne  yet  nraoh  trnpcrtant  bniineas  to  be 
bansacteo  Iwlbre  Ae  a^oomment;  bnt  A^ 
cpinion  being  ovemded  1l>y  a  late  vote  of  the 
Eonse,  they  Mve  rinoe  taken  it  into  eonglder&> 
tion,  and  ■»  nnv  rea^y  and  wilUng  to  orane  to 
a  derieioB.  I%e  £aat«il  member^  viA  tbe 
Bembers  Aram  Hev  Tork,  have  agnied  to  fix  a 


mtods  to  lh«  banks  of  Ae  Suqn^tanna.  TUa 
(a  a  dtaatlon  aa  neariy  eeatral  aa  oaM  be  de- 
tlaed,  vpoB  BOKM'  of  ue  priMiplea  ooMdned  is 
Ae  reemtiM.  H  1^  binrevw,  aapposed  to  bo 
eoi»ider«ri))y  to  Ae  aonAwwd  cf  oU  vtatre  of 
Ae  pcmidation.  Mettm  of  oenraileaoe  wonU 
have  M  na  to  ts  npoD  the  banks  of  Ae  DeU- 
mre,  btf  it  waa  awtjuuaad  tt  wonM  rive  more 
ImUm  eortiM  «t  go  ftarAar  aooA.  They 
Dwa,  thmte^  ^tadly  «f  «rliAm,  tbrt  tha 
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banks  of  the  riv«r  SaaqnehAiuu  Bhonld  be  the 
^aoe  of  ths  pemmoeiit  reakLenoe  of  tiie  Qenerftl 
Qovernmeat;  and  that  nntil  suitable  buildings 
could  be  there  erected  for  aooommodation,  they 
should  reinuD  in  the  caty  of  New  York.  A^ne- 
ably  to  these  ide«^  I  move  the  following  tmo- 

Jtaolvei,  That  &a  pannangiit  seat  of  the  Genscal 
Qonnumnt  ongfat  to  Ix  in  tcdm  eanvsoianl  ^tat 
on  the  out  bank  of  iSbn  riTar  Saara^uDiia,  in  the 
State  lA  PaaiiBjlTaiua ;  and  that  natil  the  neoauaif 
building*  Iw  eraotad  tat  flie  psrpoaa,  du  seat  <» 
GoTemment  oo^  to  ooBdnne  at  Iba  Atj  of  New 


Mr.  Lr. — The  House  are  now  called  upon 
t«  deliberate  on  a  great  natiMial  question ;  and 
I  hope  they  will  oiaoius  and  decide  it  with 
that  oispasraonete  deliberation  which  the  maff- 
nitnde  of  the  snljaot  requires.  I  hope  they  wul 
be  guided  in  this  diaonaBion  and  decision,  by  the 
great  principles  on  which  the  OoTemment  is 
fonnded.  I  hare,  with  a  riew,  therefore,  of 
bringioff  tham  b^re  a  committee,  drawn  np  a 
preamble,  which  recogaixea  them,  in  die  words 
following; 

Whsniu  tbe  pao^  of  tha  ITallsd  Statai  have 
■nanted  to  and  ladBsd  a  ooBMitatioo  ftr  thair  dar- 
anunant,  to  provide  (bcthetrdehDcs  ag^mt  ferelga 
dai^er,  to  leeare  thoir  pnpotsal  onion  and  domiMio 
tranqoniity,  and  to  promote  their  oommon  bteresis  j 
and  all  th«*s  mat  objects  will  be  Ifaa  best  e&cted  by 
establiihing  £s  hhU  of  Ooremmiinl  in  a  station  a« 
noarly  central  oi  a  conTeoieiit  *ater  oommmilcatian 
with  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  an  ea^  aocasa  to  ttts 
Western  Tsrtitocy  will  peimit ;  and  as  it  wiU  be 
satisTBCtoiy  to  the  people  of  tbe  United  Statoi,  and 
giTS  them  a  firm  coti£danoe  in  the  jastioe  and  wis- 
dom nT  their  Qcveinmeat,  to  be  aasared  that  ntoh  a 
tt&tion  ii  already  in  the  contem^ilatjon  of  Congress; 
and  that  proper  measnns  irill  he  takto  te  ascwtain 
it,  and  to  proTide  the  neosasaiy  aoccsnmodadona,  as 
aaea  aa  the  inUspennbla  anangemanla  fer  carrying 
into  effect  the  conitltiUioii  ean  bs  madcs  and  tbe  sii^ 
eUBUtaooat  ot  tha  United  Statsa  will  permit ; 

Baalvid.  That  a  place,  aa  nearly  oeubal  as  a  oon- 
TeniSDt  oommnnioatlaD  irith  tlie  AUantia  Ocaan,  and 
an  easy  accees  to  the  Weatam  Territory,  will  per- 
mit, on^t  to  bs  seleoted  and  establiihed  aa  the  per- 
manent leal  of  the  Gorermnent  of  the  United  States. 

'I  wish  the  principles  to  be  recognized,  that 
the  pei^e  of  (he  United  States  may  be  able  to 
Jnd^  whether,  in  the  meaaores  about  to  be 
adopted,  they  are  carried  into  execution  by  tlds 
House.  If  these  great  principles  are  not  ob- 
•erred,  it  will  be  an  nnhappy  fnlfilment  of  those 
predictions  which  have  been  made  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  ooDstitntioB;  that  the  general 
interest  of  America  woold  not  be  oonBOltad: 
that  pardal  measures  would  be  pursued;  and 
that,  instead  of  bdim  inflneoced  by  a  geaersl 
policy,  directed  to  tna  good  of  tha  whda,  one 
part  of  tiie  Union  would  be  d^reased  aa^  tram- 
pled on,  1^  benefit  and  exalt  the  other.  Instead 
of  aooamplishiqg  Md  realianc  tliose    bri^ 


prospects  which  ahone  upon  na  in  the  dawn  of 
our  Govermnent,  and  for  which  our  patriots 
fought  and  bled,  we  shall  find  tha  whole  to  ba  a 
vii^onary  fkucy.  I  flatter  myself;  that  before 
the  Eonsa  decides  on  the  question  before  them, 
those  principles  will  be  recogoiaed,  if  it  is  mnant 
they  Bosll  be  regarded. 

Mr.  Oakbol  seooDded  Mr.  Lb's  motioa. 

'Hi,  BamaitAX  said,  if  they  were  boUi  niofAr 
ed,  or  blended  together,  they  woold  only 
amount  to  a  praamblo,  and  determine  noUiinf^ 
He  thou^it  the  first  preamble  tha  beat,  inas- 
much  as  it  stated  the  priotHples  sinqtlf  ai^ 
ooncisely. 

}ii.  Eabtlxt.  —  Several  plaoee  hare  bean 
mentioned,  sod  some  have  be^  offered  to  Oob* 
gren  as  proper  fdtuationB  for  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment.  Uany  peisons  wish  it  seated  on  Qm 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  many  on  tbe  banks  ot 
the  Potomao.  I  consider  this  aa  th«  middia 
groimd  between  the  two  extremes.  It  will  soit 
the  inhabitants  to  the  north  better  than  tha 
Potomac  could,  and  the  inhabitant  to  the  south 
better  than  the  Delaware  wodkL  Fran  this 
oonsiderotioB,  I  am  induced  to  hcliev«,  it  will 
bo  a  sitoation  more  aooommodatin^  aod  a^ee- 
able  than  any  other.  Keepeoting  lU  04WiiDuid- 
oation  with  the  Westom  Territory,  no  doubt 
but  the  Susquehanna  will  facilitate  that  oige<A 
with  oonsidarable  eaae  and  great  advantage; 
and  as  to  its  convenience  to  tka  navigation  os 
the  Atlantic  Oceui,  the  diataaoe  is  nothing  mcKs 
Uian  to  afford  safe^  &om  any  hostile  attempt, 
while  it  affords  a  short  and  easy  oommnnicatuin 
with  navi^ble  rivers  and  largo  oommerdal 
towns,  skj,  its  interconrse  may  be  without 
land  carriage^  if  proper  meaaorea  are  porsoed  to 
open  the  navigation  to  the  Delaware  and  Ohes- 
^ake.  Perhaps,  as  the  present  4nesti<»i  is 
only  intended  to  be  on  general  [nmctplee^  it 
may  be  inqiroper  to  be  more  minute  tnon  the 
honorable  mover  baa  been ;  bnt  I  think  it  wonM 
be  better  to  come  to  tbe  pcnnt  at  onca^  suod  fix 
the  precise  spot,  if  we  oould.  With  this  view, 
I  mention  Wright's  Ferry,  tm  tha  6uaqndiaan& 
Not,  however,  that  the  Hooae  ahoiud  detude 
upon  it^  until  they  have  ascertained  its  advan- 
tages,  which  will,  perhaps,  come  more  propei^ 
fixivard  whan  the  queatum  on  tbe  praamblo  la 
determined, 

Mr.  Tbatohib  was  ag^nst  a  preamble  heiag 
prefixed  to  the  resdntlon  of  the  committee,  be- 
oanae  the  House  had,  on  every  ocoasion  wbea 
preunbles  were  brou^t  forward,  rqje<^ed 
them.  He  thought  tlus  a  prudent  ooodoo^ 
because  it  avtrided  embarraamnenta.  He  ob- 
served^ that  it  was  not  onfreqsently  the  oaaa 
that  the  preambles  occanoned  more  difBf 
in  underatanding  the  laws  than  the  moat  L 
oate  part  of  the  laws  themselves ;  and,  th«re- 
fore,  the  committee  would  act  wisely  to  reject 
such  trammels.  He  ooncuved,  moreover,  that 
the  motion  was  out  of  order,  sa  it  was  a  anfas^ 
tnte  for  one  befbre  the  oommlttse. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  South  Oarolina)  looked  qimhi 
the  motion  as  a  jveaiable  t«  a  rrnamfalfi.  botk 
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of  wUdt  be  conoefred  nrnteoeaaMy ;  nay,  he 
dooMed  the  trath  of  aofooot  tfae  aasertioiu. 
Bo  fkr  from  oementjng  Qie  XTiiioii,  bj  a  measnre 
of  titB  Had  in  contmnplation,  be  rather  feared  it 
vonld  have  a  teodencj  to  rend  the  Unton  in 
two;  for  which  raanoD  h«  waa  against  adopting  it 

lb.  TuOKXB  wished  the  proposition  mi^t '' 
<n  tiM  taUv,  to  give  gentlemen  lime  to  ec 
lUeriL 

Mr,  Ln  oMtceired  it  proper  to  adopt  the 
prtniUe  m  a  guide  to  their  decMon.  fCo  gen- 
tkan«D  pretended  to  say  it  contained  hnprooer 
principlea.  Aa  to  the  whole  being  a  preamole 
to  a  preambto,  be  did  not  oonoelve  tluit  to  be 
the  ease,  becMiBe  the  reaolntion,  eobieqnent  to 
die  jveamhle,  decided,  that  Oongnea  ahonld  ae- 
lect  a  plAoe  for  their  permaoeDt  reildMiee.  He 
fid  not  conoeire  how  gentlemm  oonld  rehae 
dtrir  paoent  to  a  self-evident  propodtion.*He 
tboQgbt  anoh  condoot  would  gire  as  alarm  to  the 
inhabitants  cf  the  United  Stetes;  it  amoanted 
to  a  declaration,  that,  on  thia  important  ques- 
tion, they  would  not  be  govenied  bj  principles 
fbnnded  on  reotitnde  end  good  poUoy. 

Mr.  MADraOH. — I  cannot,  Ur.  Ohilrman,  dis- 
Mn^  why  tiio  oppoBition  to  my  oolleogne'a 
preamUa  is  so  strenaoiM.  Is  It  contended  to 
M  ont  of  order!  I  subnet  that  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chmr.  Does  it  contain  any  thing  which 
is  ncA  trae )  I  appeal,  on  that  point,  to  Uie  can- 
Ad  Jndgment  of  uie  oommittee.  Are  the  tmlliB 
in  it  applkabte  to  the  great  o^tjeat  we  are  abont 
to  deooet  I  awealto  thejdbdoe  and  policy  of 
the  peofde  of  the  United  etstos. 

I  natter  myself  the  Ohmr  will  decide  with  me, 

r.  the  pn^po^on  is  strictly  m  order;  that 
eomnuttee  will  agree,  that  Its  contenta  are 
nbetaDtial  tratha;  and  the  whole  world,  that 
they  are  applioable  to  the  important  point  now 
imder  consideration. 

It  decIarM  the  prindnlee  which  onght  to  gov- 
ern oar  decision  on  this  question,  and  will, 
therefore,  stand  property  prefixed  to  the  motion 
o0br«d  by  the  gentleman  from  HasBachnsetts 
(Mr.  GooDsui.)    By  it  we  declare  our  senti- 


..  „     , .  r  the  residence  of  Oongreaa. 

Is  there  any  Qung  improper  or  unwise  in  this 
dftenninatioii  t  An  honorable  gentleman  near 
me  (Xt.  Tccvkb>  aaja,  Aat  he  feels  himself 
embarrassed  on  tois  occasion ;  that  the  propo- 
aitioiis  are  a  bandage  orer  his  eyes,  to  lead  him 
bBndfblded  to  an  object  he  cannot  tell  what. 
I  mmt  beg  leave  to  dU^  from  him.  They  ap- 
pear to  me  to  contdn  those  Inndnona  tratha 
wbk^  on^tt  to  gnide  him  throngh  his  embar- 
rasnnent  to  the  object  which  I  am  sure  his  joa- 
tiee  and  patiiotiHin  are  in  pnnmlt  of.  I  hope, 
therefore,  he  will  agree  with  ns  in  adopting  tiie 
moti<m,  wdees  something  more  essential  ia  of- 


ICr.  StiKKMUT. —  The  reaolntion  connected 
w\&  the  preamble  oontdns  a  prcvosltioB  which, 
I  tUotL  onght  not  to  be  adopted.  It  aelecta  a 
phoe^  having  a  convei^ent  water-commmit- 
citiaa  witti  Oa  Atlantto.     ITow,  it  may  be 


inst  and  expedient  to  fix  upon  a  place  at  some 
aistanoe  frrim  a  navigable  river,  therefore  it 
may  not  uree  with  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee. As  to  the  prindplea  which  are  tb 
guide  onr  deciaiona,  they  are  as  well  expressed 
in  the  propositions  of  the  geatleman  from  Penn> 
irylvania  aa  in  the  anbetitnte,  and  as  &«e  from 
ambiguity. 

The  qnestion  on  Mr.  La'o  motion  was 
taken,  and  determined  In  the  negative ;  yesa 
17,  nays  84. 

Mr.  TroEEB  declared,  fliat  the  m^ority  fyr 
fixing  upon  any  set  of  prinoiplee  what«ver, 
ocndd  not  govern  his  mind  with  regard  to  the 
fact  If,  on  the  whole,  be  did  not  tUnk  that 
place  beet,  which  the  priariples  adopted  seem- 
ed to  lead  to,  he  certainly  eanld  not  vote  for  iL 
Of  what  use,  then,  was  it  to  establish  prbtciplea 
which  oonld  not  govern  the  oondnct  of  tbe 
Honse  f  Bnt  the  prinidplee  otlanA  are  Tagoa^ 
and  lead  to  no  c«iain  condarfon.  What  is 
the  centre  of  wealth,  popnlation,  and  territory? 
Is  there  a  common  centret  Territory  has  one 
centre,  popnlation  anodier,  and  wealtii  a  third. 
Now,  is  it  intended  to  determine  a  eentre  from 
these  three  oentreet  Thia  waa  not  a  practica- 
ble mode  of  settling  tbe  place;  and  it  waa  to 
be  donbted  whether  the  centre  of  wealth  onght 
at  all  to  be  considered.  The  centre  of  popula- 
tion ia  variable,  and  a  decision  on  tJtat  princi- 
ple now,  might  establish  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment at  a  veryinconvenient  place  to  tbe  next 
generation.  The  centre  of  territory  may  bo 
ascertained,  bnt  that  will  lead  to  a  ntoation 
entirely  ineligible ;  conseqnentiy,  whether  theae 
centres  were  considered  separately  or  together, 
they  ftmish  no  eatiribotory  dire^im,  do  pos- 
nble  gnide  to  the  committee.  The  only  w^, 
then,  to  come  at  a  remit  yielding  sadandion, 
would  be  to  oonrider  the  severu  jdaces  to  be 
proposed,  according  to  thdr  merita;  and  thia 
would  be  done  by  gentlemen  in  the  course  of 
the  baMnees.  He  was,  therefore,  against  set- 
tling ai^  principlee  by  vote, 

Mr.  Mahisos. — 1  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  wealth,  becaose  I  do  not  conceive  thia  to 
be  a  consideration  that  onibt  to  hav«  mnoh 
weight  in  determining  the  place  where  the  seat 
of  Government  ought  to  be.  The  two  other 
principles,  I  admit,  are  such  as  ought  to  have 
their  tofluenoe ;  but  why  wealth  ^ould  is  not 
so  clear.  Government  is  Intended  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  citizens  at  laige ;  an  equal 
facility  to  commODicate  with  Government  Is 
to  all  ranks;  whether  to  transmit  th^ 
grievances  or  remieats,  or  to  receive  those  bless- 
ings which  the  Government  is  intended  to  dis- 
pense. Tbe  rich  are  certainly  not  leae  able 
than  those  who  are  indigent  to  resort  to  the 
of  Govemmeait,  or  to  eetabliih  the  meane 
necessary  for  receiving  those  advantagw  to 
which,  >e  eitiiena,  Aey  are  entitied. 

I  should  rather  suppose,  if  any  dIatincHoas 
are  to  be  made,  or  superior  advantages  to  be  en- 
Joyed  from  tbe  presenoe  of  llie  Govemmait,  that 
"    Ooreniment  onj^t  rather  to  mora  toimd 
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thoM  who  an  tha  l«Mt  abl«  to  move  toward  it, 
wtd  who  atandmoet  inneadof  ila  proteoUoo. 

The  qoettitm  on  thia  motioii  was  taken,  and 
passed  in  tha  negatiTe ;  jeaa  23,  naya  28. 

TLe  qoeatioo  on  Ur.  Soorr'a  motuui  waa  then 
taken,  and  adopted ;  joae  83,  nafa  18. 

]£r.  Ooonncs'a  motion  waa  now  taken  into 
eonsideratdon. 

iSx.  Lei  koped  tliat  genUeiinui  wonld  ahow 
how  tho  bai^  of  the  Suaqoehamut  oonformad 
with  die  prindplea  laid  down  in  the  reaolntion 
adopted  bj  the  HJoaae ;  how  it  oonunimiaated 
with  the  navi^tion  of  the  Atlantic,  and  how  it 
waa  oonneotS  with  the  'Westeni  Territory. 
He  hoped  thej  wonld  also  point  ont  its  other 
aAvtntagea,  rot^ediag  salubrit;  of  air  and  fer- 
tility of  aoiL  He  expected  all  these  adyanta- 
gaa  ought  to  be  combioed  in  the  plaoo  of  the 
residenoe  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  every 
other  re^uiait«  to  cemeot  the  ooomon  interest 
of  America. 

Ur.  HartloT  wi^ed  aome  eentleman  had 
liaen  to  eatiav  the  inquiries  of  the  honorable 
member,  who  oonld  have  given  a  description  of 
the  advaatagee  of  that  ^toation  in  better  lan- 
guage than  himselt  Bat  as  no  gentjeman  had 
offered  to  undertake  the  sntgect,  he  thoo^ 
himBelf  bound  to  make  him  an  answer;  and  he 
trusted,  in  doing  this,  he  abonld  dearly  ahow 
that  all  the  advantages  contem^ated  wonld  re- 
sult from  adopljug  the  motion.  Bothewldiedit 
haA  extended  fiuiher,  and  selected  the  place 
moat  oonvenient  on  the  banks  c^  the  Snsqne- 
hauna,  as  then  the  answer  would  be  more  point- 
ed and  deoiaive.  He  had  already  mentioned 
Wright's  Ferry,  and  would  oonsider  that  as  the 
proper  spot  Now,  Wright's  Ferry  lies  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Snsquebanoa,  about  thir^-five 
nules  from  navigable  water ;  and,  from  a  few 
mileg  above,  is  navigable  b>  the  souroe  of  the 
river,  at  Lake  Otsego,  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
State  of  New  Tm-k.  The  Tioga  brauoh  is  nav- 
igable a  very  oondderaUe  disUnoe  nn,  and  ia 
but  a  few  miles  from  lite  Q«neeee,  wMoh  emp- 
ties into  Lake  Ontario.  The  Juniata  ia  nan- 
gable,  and  nearly  oonneota  with  the  Eiaake- 
manetaa,  and  that  with  the  Ohio;  beudea  the 
West  Branoh  oonneots  with  the  Alleghany  Sivw; 
fornung  a  oommnnication  with  the  distant  parte 
even  of  Eentooky,  with  very  little  land  car- 
riage. Tha  great  body  of  waljei  in  tliat  river 
rend^  it  navigable  at  sU  seaaons  of  the  year. 
With  req>eat  to  the  settlements  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Wright's  Ferry,  he  would  venture 
to  aasert  it  waa  aa  thickly  iidiabitad  as  any  part 
<f  the  countiy  in  North  America.  Aa  to  the 
qnalil?  of  the  aolL  it  was  inferior  to  none  in  ilie 
world,  and  though  that  waa  spying  a  good  deid, 
it  waa  not.  more  than  he  believed  a  &ct.  In 
dtort,  from  all  the  infonuatiou  he  had  aoquirad, 
and  that  was  not  incoosid^^ble,  he  ventured  to 
pronounce,  that  in  point  of  aoil,  water,  and  the 
advantagee  of  nature,  there  was  no  part  of  the 
oountry  superior.  And  if  honorable  gentlemen 
ware  dioKMed  to  pay  much  attention  to  a  dish 
Mt  fish,  he  oould  assure  them  their  table  might  ■ 


be  fiinushed  with  fine  and  good  from  tha  waters 
of  the  Sosqnelianna ;  pwhaps  not  in  soi^  varta^ 
as  in  this  dty,  but  the  dafioinkoy  was  well  made 
up  in  the  abandanoa  which  liberal  nature  joe- 
aanted  them  of  her  variona  products.  It  waa 
in  the  neighborhood  of  two  large  and  populous 
towna,  one  of  them  the  largest  inland  town  in 
America.  Added  to  all  these  advantages,  it 
possessed  that  of  centrality,  perhaps,  in  a  aopa- 
rior  degree  to  any  whiok  could  be  pnqiQeed. 

Six.  Lbs  asked  tha  eantleman  what  was  the 
diatanoe  of  Wright's  Terry  from  T<wktowa, 
and  whether  thsA  town,  as  it  had  once  anoon^ 
modated  Oongress,  oonld  do  it  again  t  If  a  per- 
manent seat  ia  established,  why  not  go  to  it  im- 
mediately 1  And  why,  let  me  ask,  shall  we  go 
and  fix  upon  the  hanks  of  a  i^id  river,  wh^ 
we  can  have  a  nu»e  heallhftil  ntnation  ?  An^ 
here  he  would  inquire  if  the  Codoma  Greek, 
whidh  runs  through  Torktown  into  the  Soa- 
quehauna,  was,  or  eould  be  made  navigable? 

Mr.  HiJnixT  answeied,  that  YorktMm  was 
ten  milee  frvm  the  Ferry,  that  it  ctwtained 
about  five  hundred  hooae^  beudee  a  nnmlmr  of 
large  and  omameutat  putilio  buildings ;  that 
Qime  was  no  doubt,  bat  if  Oongress  deemed  it 
expedient  to  remove  immediat^  there,  tSey 
oonld  be  conveniently  socommodated ;  but  as 
gentlemen  jftpeared  to  be  indined  to  fix  thft 
permanent  residence  on  the  east  banks  of  tha 
Soaquehanna,  he  waa  very  weU  aatiafied  it 
ehooid  be  there. 

Ur.  Uadisoh. — The  gantJenutn  who  bron^t 
forward  thia  motion  waa  candid  enough  to  USL 
na,  that  meaanres  have  been  preoimoerted  oat 
of  doors,  and  that  the  point  was  determined; 
that  more  than  half  the  Urritory  of  the  United 
States,  and  nearly  half  its  inhabitants  have  been 
disposed  ot,  not  only  without  (heir  conaenL  but 
without  their  knowledge.  After  this,  I  oopa 
the  gentleman  will  extend  hia  candor  so  mu^ 
farther,  as  to  ahow  that  the  general  prindples 
now  to  be  established  are  ^q>lioable  to  their 
detennination,  in  o^er  that  we  may  reconcile 
ftiia  f^t^  to  our  own  minHa  sod  solMnit  to  it 
with  SMne  degree  <^  complacenoy. 

I  hope,  if  l£e  seat  of  Government  is  to  be  at 
or  near  the  centre  of  wealth,  population,  and 
extant  of  territory,  that  gentlemui  will  ahow 
that  the  pennanent  seat  there  proposed  is  near 
the  permanent  centre  of  wealtl^  population  and 
extent  of  territory,  and  the  temporary  seat,  near 
the  temporary  omitte.  I  think  we  may,  witli 
good  reuKOL  osU  n^  gantlera«a  fbr  an  oi^Ia- 
nation  on  these  somta,  in  order  thet  we  may 
know  liie  groona  on  which  the  great  questioa 
is  dedded,  and  be  ^>le  to  aasign  to  our  oooati- 
tueuts  sadsfactory  reasons  fi>r  what  some  of 
them  xoa^  consider  a  sacrifice  of  their  intereit, 
end  he  instrumental  In  reoo&dling  them,  aa  fiv 
as  possible,  to  their  destiny. 

Hr.  QooDEcx  thought  tha  ^eetion,  stated 
by  tha  gentleman  from  Virginia,  was  propn 
to  t>e  asked,  and  pri^>er  to  be  answered.  TW 
gentlemen  from  tneeaatward,  as  he  said  be(w^ 
were  in  favor  of  (he  Sas^aauniu;  that  in  oon- 
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Mo^itinc  the  gtagmpbioal  oentre  ottoniUirj, 
the^  found  tbe  banks  of  thit  river  to  be  near 
At  ]riam.  In  point  of  population,  they  oonsi- 
doed  tbe  Baeqaehanas  was  soatb  at  that  oen- 
tn;  but,  tma  a  eptrit  <rf  oooeiHatioii,  tbef  were 
tanned  to  go  tbwe,  atthongb  the  priitchtle  and 
Mr  owi  coiiTwdeMW  would  not  leM  tltem 
beTond  tbe  bahka  of  the  Delaware.  Heb^eved 
tte  oantra  ^  pt^mlation  wonhl  not  Tvrj  cond- 
denbjr  for  am  jet  to  oome,  beoanae  he  Bnp- 
pOMd  It  would  oonataotljr  Inoline  more  toward 
tb»  ^MteriL  and  manoAotnitDK  Btatee,  than 
toward  tbe  Sontbem,  ai>d  agrioiutnrsl  one*. 

Mr.jAaaot. — I  was  orifinaDj  opposed  to 
fte  qncelion  ooming  tbrwar^  and  am  so  ttJU.  I 
ttowjit  the  mMect  on^t  not  to  be  toncbed 
tin  toe  States,  wLo  have  not  yet  acceded  to  the 
TMon,  might  have  an  oppcntnaity  of  giving 
tkeir  roiee.  I  agree  with  the  gentJeman  ftmn 
Ti^inia,  I  am  sorry  that  the  people  ehonld 
Inn  ihu  fids  matter  baa  been  precipitated ; 
Att  thfy  should  learn,  that  tbe  member*  from 
Sev  Ea^and  and  New  Toit  had  fixed  on  a 
-at  of  Oorerament  for  the  TTnlted  States.  Thie 


Is  Bot  proMT  longnaee  to  go  ont  to  freemen. 
Mmwe  bare  already  gone  abroad.    TUs  lan- 
gwiBTill  blow  the  coda  of      "■*  - 
OBger  tbe  Union.     I  would 


▼m  blow  the  eoaia  of  sedttton^  and  en- 

'     ~  "  "  aA,  iftiiB  c 

of  the  ITnloD  are  not  aW  to  be 


Ndtedt    Are  the  eMtenr  membere  to 

ta  thh  bnshieaB,  and  fix  the  seat  of  OoremmeBt 
sf  fln  Dnited  BUtes?  Why  not  also  fix  the 
prindpfcs  of  Goverranent  f  Why  not  oome  ft>r- 
■vd,  and  demand  of  ns  the  power  of  Legisla- 
tion, and  say,  give  m  np  year  privileges,  and 
we  viB  govern  yon?  IF  one  part  has  the  power 
to  8x  the  eeat  of  Qorermnent,  they  may  ae 
^  take  tiie  Government  frnn  tbe  other.  His 
knksHke  ariatocnicy:  not  the  nniteibut  the 
fartitt  voice  of  America  is  to  decide.  How  can 
pathmen  answer  (or  this,  who  c^  tiiemselvee 
m  the  broad  bans  of  national 


Idny  the&ot  of  the  territorial  oentrallty  of 
As  plam  proponed.  I^m  New  York,  to  the 
Mweet  part  of  tbe  province  of  Mmne,  H  is  two 
kandrea  and  fifty  miles ;  and  from  New  York, 
In  the  Dearest  put  of  the  upper  district  of  Geor- 
^  from  which  my  oolleagne^  General  Hat- 
wwt,  oomec^  is  efaven  Imndred  tnileB;  and 
hn  Um  proposed  place  on  the  Bnsqnehaima, 
it  is  fottr  tinDdred  mlea  to  the  nearest  part  of 
lUae,  and  nine  bttndred  to  tbe  nearest  part 
rf  that  ^strict;  the  proportion  is  more  than 
two  to  cme.  Birt  the  gentlemen  ahonid  have 
aeyetottieptninlBtionof  Georgia;  one  of  the 
best  eoostries  m  the  worid  cannot  trat  rapidly 
otoid  her  popnlatlon  ;  nothing  bnt  her  be' 
ktnsNd  by  the  inroads  of  saTages  has  checl 
ber  amadng  increase,  which  mnst  nnder  the 
■vftcee  ofpeaoe  and  safety,  people  her  western 
Rgxna.  cFecrgia  wOl  soon  De  as  populous  as 
ay  Slat*  in  Qie  tJnian.  Oalenlraons  ongbt 
net  to  he  made  on  ita  present  sitnation. 

Korth  Carolnia  is  not  yet  in  the  Union,  and 
Ttrik^  tbe  i^aee  may  give  mnbrage  to  her, 


which  ongbt,  at  tUs  moment,  to  be  cantion^ 
avoided.  I  should,  therefore,  think  it  most  ad- 
visahle  to  postpone  the  deciMon  for  this  session 
at  least.  Bnt,  if  we  are  to  deddb,  I  own,  I 
think  tbe  Potomac  a  better  ritnation  than  the 
Bnsqnehanna,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  selected  for 

"atporpose. 

lb.  OooDsm.' — If  gentlemen  examine  this 
snhject  with  csrndor,  they  will  find  that  the 
ban^  of  the  SnsqnehaimB  ere  as  near  the  geo- 
eraphical  centre  as  can  be  fixed  upon.  It  is 
JTOm  the  extreme  of  the  Province  of  Uaina 
abont  seven  hondred  and  rixty  miles ;  to  9tr- 

'annab,  in  Georgia,  abont  seroi  hnndred  and 
sixty ;  and  abont  seven  hnndred  and  thirty,  or 
■even  hnndred  and  forty,  from  Eentncky ; 
so  tiiat  it  is  rather  south  of  the  oentre  of  terrt- 

Mr.  LA.WBKKCIB. — ^Wben  this  snl^eot  was  nn- 
der discnsrioB  some  time  rinoe,  It  appeared  to 
be  the  wish  of  gentlemen  from  the  eastward, 
and  of  the  members  from  this  State,  that  the 
qneation  tbonld  not  now  be  decided.  They 
nrged  several  reasons  why  it  wonld  be  impro- 
Der.  I  thon^t  those  reSBMU  weighty,  and  was 
tor  postponing  the  consideration  till  oar  next 
meeting.  Bnt  tt  was  answered,  that  the  hnri* 
nese  was  Important ;  that  the  oitirens  of  the 
United  States  were  nneaay  and  anxtoos ;  that 
as  factions  did  not  now  exist,  it  was  the  propw 
dme  to  decide  the  qnestion.  What  was  the 
representation  to  do  I  Was  it  not  necessary  for 
''  em  tfl  consult,  and  fix  npon  a  prc^r  place  I 

They  are.  In  a  d^^ree,  dismterested,  becanse 
they  have  no  expectation  that  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ennnent  vrill  be  fixed  in  any  of  the  Eastern 
Statce.  On  tbe  other  hand,  there  Is  a  well- 
gnmnded  expectatJon,  that  It  will  be  fixed 
either  in  Virginia,  Haiyland,  Pennsylvania,  or 
Jersey.  We  are  called  on  to  determine  a  qnes- 
tion  in  which  we  coDOeive  onrselves  nnMased, 
and  shall  decide  It  on  thoee  prinrtplee  that  wfll 
reflect  honor  on  the  Honse.  I  tmst  it  wiB  be 
fomd  that  we  have  fixed  on  thoee  principles, 
and  that  this  resolution  will  be  oonfiTTned  by 
Oonmes.  We  do  not  decide  fbr  the  Union, 
nor  for  the  Southem  Stat«s,  we  decide  for  onr- 
selvee ;  and  If  onr  reasons  an  sobstantdal,  I 
tmst  that  gentlemen  will  meet  os  in  the  deter- 
mination. 

There  are  several  prlnoiplM  whidi  have  been 
agreed  to  in  the  general  raolntion ;  and  I  be- 
lieve It  will  be  shown,  with  exaetnesa,  that  the 
place  proposed  will  oome  within  these  prind- 
plea.  The  first  reepeda  pt^mlation.  Is  tbe 
Honse  to  consider  tbe  prceent,  or  the  expected 
popnlation  t  The  reaolntlon  has  a  determinate 
meaning;  It  speaks  of  the  popnlation  at  tbe 
present  period;  and  to  ealenlate  on  this  princi- 
ple no  gentleman  can  say  Is  nnjnst  The  repre- 
sentatimi  in  this  House  u  itself  a  demonstration 
of  tt  The  population  of  tide  oonntry  may 
he  pretty  safuy  detemuned  by  Qw  proportion 
of  representatives  In  this  House ;  for  it  is  ee- 
tablifuied  on  this  groimd.  I  therefore  beDevt^ 
that  the  prindple  ot  popnIalloB  tneUnea  to  lUs 


ABSIDaMBNT  07  THE 


H.  w  S.] 


tTsa. 


plaoe,  in  prafenitM  to  a  mora  Mntiiwii  nto*- 

tiOD. 

But,  in  taUnff  the  prinoiplo  of  territorr,  tre 
tlie  EoDM  to  osloalato  on  toe  imlnlubttod  wil- 
derneu !  Shall  th*j  tok*  the  L^«  of  the 
Weods  on  one  ride^  and  the  ICaBoaii  on  the 
other,  and  find  a  geogrm>bioal  oeiitK !  If  ao, 
to  what  an  ext«nt  mnat  tha^  got  The  inhab- 
ited and  populated  part  of  t&  oonntry  ongfat 
ohiaflj  to  be  ooondered.  If  Bt.  Oroiz  is  taien 
as  the  eastom  lindt,  and  St.  Mmpj  at  the  wnth- 
em,  the  centre  of  the  line  will  be  fbnnd  to  &U 
prettj  near  the  Sosqnehanna. 

Mr.  Bbdowioe. — I  l>eg  lea^e  to  aBk,  if  there 
reallf  ia  any  impr<^rietj  in  gentlemen's  oon- 
anlting  together,  who  have  a  uniformity  t^  in- 
tereet,  apon  a  question  which  has  been  said  to 
be  of  snoh  infinite  importanoe !  Mj  ccUeagne 
has  barel/  stated  that  asoh  a  oMwi^tataon  has 
taken  plaoe,  and  tha^  ia  oonseqneime  of  it, 
men's  minds  have  been  indnoed  to  ran  in  a  ouT' 
rant  Is  there  onj  thing  wrong  in  thisi  Let 
thoee,  then,  who  are  determined  not  to  oonsult,. 
nor  have  any  oranmnnioation  on  suoh  a  subject, 
deoide  for  tltenucdTea.  I  shoold  think  mjaelf 
lost  to  that  ragaid  I  owe  to  m;  oonntry,  and  to 
m;  immediate  oonetitaeata  in  partioular,  should 
I  absbact  myself  &«m  Uke  contemplation  of  the 
benefits  that  would  flow  frtna  knowing  the  feel- 
luge  and  rientimente  of  thoee  with  wh<Hn  I  am 
to  act.  Instead  of  bdng  an  evidence  to  that 
■rietooratio  qiirit  whicb  has  been  mentdoned,  it 
is  only  a  proof  that  men,  attentive  to  their 
bnainees,  hod  pr^ienred  that  way,  which  ever; 
honest  man  had  in  view.  I  have  contemplated 
llie  sninect  with  great  oniietj,  and  though  I 
osnnot  dedsje  that  raj  local  situation  has  hod 
no  influenoe  on  my  mind,  jet  I  will  say  I  en- 
deavored to  prevent  its  having  any.  I  bcheve 
that  the  true  iotoreste  of  the  oonnlry  will  be 
beet  ooewered  by  taking  a  poutdon  eastward 
and  norliiward  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  Ddawara  is  one  extreme,  the  Folomao 
another ;  but  when  1  reflect  how  anxious  s(Hne 
gendemen  ara  tor  the  one,  and  some  for  the 
other,  I  am  willing  to  aeoommodote  both  par- 
tie^  by  advandn^  to  a  middle  BTOond,  to  which 
I  hope  the  pnbUo  mind  will  be  reconciled.  I 
was  also  influenced  in  fixing  this  opinion,  by 
the  sentiment  of  the  celebrated  Uontesqnieu. 
He  bad  hild  it  down,  that  in  a  country  pmrtak- 
ing  of  northern  and  eoDthern  interests,  of  a 
poor  and  productive  soil,  the  c^ttra  and  the  in- 
nuraioe  of  Qovenunent  ought  to  incline  to  that 
part  whero  the  former  oiroumstanoes  pravuled  j 
twcrase  neceesitj  stimnlotea  to  industry,  pro- 
dnoea  good  habita  and  a  surplus  of  labor ;  be- 
oouse  such  parte  ore  the  nurseries  of  soldiers 
and  Biulors,  and  tbe  eources  of  toat  energy 
which  is  the  best  security  of  the  GovemmeDt. 

The  Sosqaehanna  is,  in  my  opinion,  sonth-weet 
d  the  centre  of  wealth,  population,  and  re- 
Boutcet  of  evu7  kind.  I  would  b^  leave,  gen- 
tJemen,  to  sn^geit  another  idea.  In  mj  view, 
cm  the  principles  of  population,  the  Busque- 
luuuu  ia  &r  beyoBd  the  centra;  for  I  do  not 


think  it  Jost,  o 

tntional  conqintation.  .  „  .  ,  . 

tend,  that  men,  who  ara  merely  the  aabjeot  at 
projMrty  or  wealth,  shoold  be  tokto  into  tht 
estiinato ;  that  the  slaves  of  the  country,  mm 
who  have  no  rights  to  proteol,  (being  deprived 
of  them  all,)  should  be  taken  into  view,  in  da- 
temuning  the  centra  <rf  GovemmentI  If  they 
wera  conudeied,  gentlemai  murht  as  well  esli- 
mato  the  black  cattle  of  New  England. 

1  would  ask,  if  it  is  of  no  Importance  te  take 
a  position  in  which  the  credit  of  the  Ootnii- 
ment  may  procora  those  snpphes  that  its  neoes- 
silaes  mi^t  reqniret  Will  the  strength  and 
riches  of  the  coun^  be  to  the  north  or  to  tbt 
south  of  the  Sosqoehuna?    Certainly  to  the 

It  is  the  opinitm  of  sll  the  Esstem  Stites, 
that  the  olimate  of  the  Potmnac  is  not  only  nn- 
healtbj,  bnt  destmotive  to  northern  cwistitii- 
tions.  It  is  of  importance  to  attend  to  tbii,  tea 
whether  it  be  true  or  fUs&  such  are  the  pabiia 
prapoeseesioDS.  Yaet  numbers  of  Esstem  si- 
ventures  have  gone  to  the  Southern  Ststsft  snd 
all  have  found  their  graveetbera;  th^  have 
met  deBtrnodon  as  soon  as  Qiej  arrived,  ^ese 
ooconntB  have  been  spread,  aod  filled  tte  North- 
ern people  with  apprehendoQ. 

Ur.  ViNiNO.— AlthoDgh  I  must  aoknovied^ 

myself  a  party  to  the  iMi^ain,  yet  I  hod  no 

shara  in  making  it.    It  is  to  me  an  uneqieoted 

boi^uD.     Thongh  the  interest  of  the  State 

which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  is  involved 

in  it,  I  sm  yet  to  learn  of  the  oommitlecs 

whether  Oongrese  ara  to  tiokle  the  trout  on  the 

am  of  the  Oodorus,  to  build  thdr  eamplo- 

palaow  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomao,  or  to 

sdrau^  commerce  vdtb  her  expanded  wings, 

the  waters  of  the  Delaware.    I  have,  on 

this  oooaaion,  educated  my  mind  to  impsrUil- 

ity,  and  have  uideavored  to  obastiBe  its  pt^e- 

dices, 

I  confess  to  the  House,  and  to  the  won, 
that,  viewing  this  aul^edj  with  all  its  drcmn- 
stances,  I  am  in  fitvor  of  the  Fotomoc  I  wist 
the  eeat  of  Government  to  be  fixed  there;  be- 
oaose  I  think  the  interest,  the  honor,  and  the' 
greatoees  of  this  country  require  it.  I  look  on 
It  as  the  centra  fr<mi  which  those  streams  sre 
to  flow  that  ara  to  animate  and  infvigorate  the 
body  politic.  From  thence,  it  appears  to  me, 
the  rajH  of  Government  will  meet  naturally  di- 
verge to  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  I  de- 
clare, that  I  look  on  the  Western  Territory  in 
an  awflil  and  striking  point  of  view.  To  thst 
region  the  ni^ioliahed  aons  of  earth  ara  flowing 
from  all  quarters;  men.  to  whom  the  protec- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  tne  controlling  force  cf 
the  Government,  ara  equally  necessary.  From 
this  great  consideration,  I  oondude  that  the 
'lanks  of  the  Fotomac  ara  the  proper  station. 

Hr.  Bbnit  mentioned  Peooh  Bottom,  on  the 
insgnehanna,  abont  fifteen  milea  above  tide- 
wat«r,  as  the  proper  plaoe. 

ill.  GoODKDB  did  not  wish  the  partioolar 
spot  pointed  ont^  beoaose  some  InfionTenienoe 
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woold  nonlt  from  anA  »  ueftmtre ;  how«ver, 
Iw  wM  free  to  dedare,  that  hii  own  idea  wu 
in  ftror  of  a  ritnatkni  near  Wright's  FeTr^. 

Mr.  Hnam  moved  to  insert  HarTisbnrg  in 
the  TeecdDtMHL  He  coneeived  tlie  spot  to  be 
more  etipble  than  any  jat  msatioDed ;  from 
hfnea  there  wat  an  onhiteniipted  naTicatdon  to 
the  Mntreee  of  the  riyer,  and  throngfa  Uiis  place 
nma  the  great  Weetem  road  leading  to  Fort 
Pitt,  and  the  Weateni  Territory.  A  water 
eemnmiication  nan  Im  effected  at  small  expense 
with  Philadelphia.  The  waters  of  the  Bwetara, 
a  brawdi  of  the  Baaqnehsima,  aboot  eight  miles 
bdotr  Haniabarg,  ran  to  the  north-east,  and 
are  nsTigable  fifteen  miles  from  thence  to  the 
n^idMAan,  a  branch  of  the  SchnylHU;  aeanal 
1DMJ  he  cat  acroeB,  of  about  a  mile  and  a  hal^ 
Roond  has  been  actually  mtrrejed,  and 
a  practjoable;  this  will  nnite  the  Snsqne- 
Danna  and  Delaware,  and  open  apassage  for  the 
prodnoe  of  an  immense  tract  of  ooimtrj.  It  is 
DDt  little  fbrther  from  Philadelphia  than  is 
Vri^fa  Ferry;  and,  on  many  aooonnts,  he 
tkn^fat  it  a  preferable  ritnation  for  the  penna- 
BBDt  nat  of  GoTemment. 

Vt.  HuHBOir  meant  to  pay  dne  attention  to 
enry  argument  that  ooold  be  m^ed  on  this  im- 
pntant  qneetioo.  Facts  had  be^  assarted,  the 
knprearions  of  which  he  wished  to  be  erased,  if 
they  were  not  well  fijmuled.  Tt  has  been  sud, 
that  the  MMnmmiication  with  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory, by  the  Sneqnefaanna,  is  more  convenient 
dian  by  the  Potomac  I  apprehend  this  is  not 
the  ease;  and  the  propriety  of  onr  deoiskm  will 
depend.  In  a  great  measore,  on  the  snperior  ad- 
Tantages  of  one  of  theee  two  streams.  It  is 
agreed,  on  aH  hands,  that  we  onght  to  have 
tome  regard  to  the  oooTenience  of  the  Atlantic 
■avigatieo.  Now,  to  embrace  this  object,  a 
poaiti<m  most  be  taken  on  some  narigable 
rtrer;  to  favor  tlie  commnnication  with  the 
Weatoti  Territory,  its  arms  ooght  likewise  to 
•xtcaid  themselvee  towards  that  region.  I  did 
Bot  Mtppose  It  wocdd  have  been  neoeeaary  to 
bring  forward  charts  and  maps,  as  has  been 
done  by  others,  to  show  the  committee  the 
eomparatire  ntoation  of  those  rivers.  I  flat- 
tered myself  it  was  sofficiently  nndaretood,  to 
^ttUe  « to  dedde  the  qoeetion  of  saperiority ; 
bat  I  am  now  inofined  to  believe,  that  genue- 
t  b«v«  embraced  an  error,  and  I  hope  Uiey 


af«  not  determined  to  vote  mider  improper 
wre—iona.  I  venture  to  pledge  myself  for 
demonstration,  that  the  commnnicaiion  with 
Ifae  Wcetem  Territory,  by  the  Potomse,  is  more 
esrtan  and  convenient  than  the  other.  And 
if  tlte  qiH'stion  is  as  important  as  it  ts  admitted 
to  be,  gei  tlemen  will  not  shnt  their  ears  to  in- 
ftnnanoi'. ;  they  will  not  predpitate  the  deci- 
sion ;  or  if  they  regard  the  satisfaction  of  onr 
emstitoenta,  they  will  allow  them  to  be  inform- 
ed of  all  the  fiiots  and  argmuenta  that  lead 


on  a  step  that  was  not  generally  Uked ;  he  wish- 
ed, therefore,  the  committee  to  rise,  and  give 


,  perhaps  th^ 
might  find,  npon  refiection,  that  tbey  onght  to 
decide  the  qnestion  on  more  national  principhe 
than  they  seemed  yet  to  be  governed  by. 

Hr.  BanET  ooold  not  say  how  far  the  motion 
was  agreeable  to  every  part  of  Amerioa ;  bnt  he 
believed  it  would  be  acceptable  to  a  very  consi- 
derable part  of  the  State  be  had  the  honor  to 


repreei 


'.  SrvTEB  was  in  bvor  of  the  committee's 
rising.  In  order  to  give  gentlemen  time  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts  necessary  to  gnide  tiiem  to  a  de- 
cision. There  was  one  nupropriety  whicb 
Htnick  him  forcibly ;  the  resolntjon  adopted  as  a 
principle  that  the  seat  of  Oovemment  ought  to 
be  in  a  convenient  place  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  Ocean^  Bnt  the  sitoation  men* 
tioned  in  the  resolndon  onder  consideration  had 
no  oommnnioation  whatever  with  the  Atlantia 
navigation.  It  bad  been  said,  that  the  Bnsqoe- 
bsnna  afforded  the  most  convenient  commmd- 
caldon  with  the  Western  Territory.    He  bellev- 


and  the  Ohio.  From  New  York  to  Albany  w. 
navigable ;  from  thence  to  Bchenectady,  there 
was  a  ^ort  portage ;  after  ascending  Schenec- 
tady, there  was  a  short  portage  of  half  a  mile 
to  the  IfobaAk ;  from  thence,  another  short 
portage  to  Wood  Oreek,  and  thence  into  L^e 
Ontario,  which  connects  witb  Lake  Erie:  and 
from  thence  are  portages  to  the  Wabash,  Ufami, 
Mnskingom  or  Alleghany,  all  fklling  into  the 
Ohio.  Bat  the  Fotomao  possessed  sdvantagea 
superior  to  these ;  and  was,  both  <m  acooont  of 
oommonicating  with  the  Atlantic  and  Weetetn 
Territory,  much  to  be  prefwred  to  the  Snsqne- 
hanna.  He  assnred  gentlemen  that  he  waa  nn- 
biased  in  giving  a  preference  to  the  Potomac; 
beoanse,  if  he  studied  his  own  convenience,  he 
should  consider  New  York  as  more  eligible  than 
either.  It  accommodated  the  Atlantic  naviga- 
tion in  a  soperior  manner,  and  had  its  pretensions 
to  a  connection  with  the  Western  waters,  as  he 
had  already  shown.  H»  hoped,  however,  that 
the  sat^eot  would  be  debated  with  candor  and 
good  temper,  and  dedded  in  the  way  most  like- 
^  to  promote  the  general  interests  and  harmony 
of  the  Union. 

Ifr.  Sbikhik  was  ag^nst  taking  np  the  sob- 
ject  so  soon ;  bnt  since  it  had  been  determined 
against  him, — gentlemen,  he  preeomed,  had  m- 
deavored  to  mue  np  their  minds, — he  had  tam- 
ed his  attention  to  it,  and  was  now  prepared  to 
dedde. 

Mr.  Cltvxb  knew  the  advantages  possessed 
by  the  Bosqnehanna  in  oommoniei&ng  with  the 
Western  country ;  they  were  mentioned  by  his 
colleagne ;  bnt,  with  the  additional  circnmstsnoe 
that  the  Jnniata  branch  afforded  a  convenient 
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^«  down  the  ASe^tMoj,  and  jhorter  itUl  down 
tbat  to  the  Ohio,  at  IHtUbnrg.  He  qiustioiied 
ntaoh  if  th«  n&Tigatioii  hj  the  Potmiua  w«a  to 
oonvMieot. 

Ur.  Stohi  did  oot  meaa  to  govern  hii  vote 
OS  thii  oocasion  by  what  wu  Bud  to  be  the 
Bense  of  the  citizeos  of  Marrlaad ;  because  tiity 
wen,  he  apprehended,  divided  ia  oiumoii.  One 
part  or  the  other  would  be  partdonlaiif  beae- 
fited,  as  the  seat  of  Qovemraeiit  ahonld  be  fixed 
either  on  the  Stuqaehanna  or  FottHoao,  because 
thoee  rivers  watered,  its  territory,  Perb^w  the 
minority  of  the  preaent  iohabitante  would  prefar 
Uie  Snaqoehiuma ;  but  as  their  tettJements  ex- 
tended westward,  and  the  popolaticHi  increased, 
the  majoritj  would  be  tavored  b;  the  Potomao. 

Mr.  BtSKi  did  not  mean  to  detennine  this 
ooeation  on  the  prinolple  of  baneflting,  ezoln- 
Avtiy,  the  citizens  of  Maryland ;  be  oonwdered 
hinuelf  as  a  Be^reseatatjve  of  the  Union,  and 
diotild  dedd«  (»  the  priooiple  of  general  oon- 
Tenianoe. 

Ur.  Tdoebb  hoped  the  oommittae  would  rise, 
in  order  to  give  gentlemen  time  to  ooosider  the 
■abjeot  maturelj,  and  to  prepare  tiiemselves  to 
ooma  forward  and  diaonas,  Uitlf  and  folly,  the 
advantagea  and  disadvantages  td  tJie  rival 
plaoaa.  He  oould  not  believe  they  meant  to 
dedde  a  queaUon  of  this  iioporiAnoe  on  the  sn- 
perfidal  £acusslon  whioh  had  taken  place. 

The  qaestiou,  on  the  committee's  rising,  was 
now  pnt,  and  it  paaaed  la  the  negative ;  for  it 

^ against  it  27. 
[r.  8tos£. — We  are  called  npon,  sir,  to  de- 
termine a  ijnestaoD  that  has  not  been  introduoed 
to  our  notice  more  than  two  hoora  and  a  half; 
a  qneation  too,  as  admitted  on  both  sides,  of  the 
higheat  irapcrtanoe  to  tlie  intereats  and  harmo- 
ny of  the  IJnion,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  a 
hardsliip  to  be  eompeUed  so  abruptly  to  a  de- 
d^on;  bat mnceit must betheoaae,Ishimtake 
the  liberty  of  mggeating  a  few  of  my  thoughts, 
in  order  to  Jostify  the  vote  I  mean  to  give. 

There  are  a  variety  of  oon»derations  and 
donbts  in  my  mind,  respecting  the  two  rirera 
that  have  been  mentjoned.  Theee  donbts  are 
inoreaaed  when  a  partioolar  place  is  named  upon 
one  of  them ;  but  had  genuemeu  told  as,  that 
they  had  aeUled  this  point  also,  it  might  have 
preoladed  any  sort  of  oebate  whatever;  beoaase 
when  an  agreement  had  token  place^  not  only 
aa  to  the  bonks  of  the  Sosqaebanna,  but  as  to 
the  favored  spot  on  thoae  banks,  we  ^onld  not 
have  entertaued  a  sUigle  hope  that  we  could 
have  changed  the  position.  But,  as  gentlemen 
differ  among  themselvee  on  this  point,  perhuia 
they  will  permit  ns  to  participate  with  them  la 
seleoUng  the  place  moat  likely  to  give  general 
aatisfaotion.  Bat  how  can  they  suppose  we. 
ar4  |irepared  on  this  head,  without  a  general 
Oonaideration  of  all  the  places  which  may 
<^hr  tliemselvw  along  the  east  bank  of  the  river. 

I  am  not  apprised,  ur,  of  the  extent  of  thia 
continent  certunly,  because  I  never  calculated 
it  by  figoras,  or  measured  it  on  the  nap ;  but  if 
there  ia  Uie  smallest  degree  of  accuracy  in  the 


draft  that  baa  been  handni  about,  no  man,  wbo 

takes  a  view  of  it,  in  my  opinion,  will  doabt  a 
single  motnent,  wbether  the  Soaquehaona  is  the 
river,  which  nearly  equally  divides  (he  territory 
of  the  United  Statea,  in  its  exunt  north  and 
south,  that  separates,  in  equal  parte,  the  coontry 
east  and  west.  The  eastern  part,  1  take  i^  is 
littia,  if  any  thing,  more  than  hm  as  large  aa 
what  hed  wesL  We  obaerve  that  the  oonrae  of 
the  main  branch  tends  more  toward  the  Atlantio 
Ooean,  than  it  doea  toward  the  Westam  Terri- 
tory ;  bat  even  ita  weatem  inclination  goes  onlr 
toward  the  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  through 
the  middle  of  which  runs  the  boundary  line  of 
the  United  States.  Bow  can  this,  then,  ba 
Buppoeed  a  direot  or  convenient  commo^oa- 
tion  with  that  part  of  the  country  which  ia 
usually  termed,  and  is  in  fact,  the  Weat«7i  Ter- 
ritory) 

la  fixing  the  pwmaneat  reddenoe,  we  au{^ 
not  only  to  have  in  view  the  immediate  inqior- 
tanoeof  the  States,  but  also  what  is  likely  t«b« 
their  wtight  at  a  Aiture  day ;  not  that  we  ahotdd 
ooo^er  a  visionary  importance,  or  chimeriosl 
expectation,  but  such  a  one  as  can  be  demon- 
strated with  as  much  certainty  aa  efiects  follow 
their  oanses.  1  apprehend  the  increase  of  paa- 
uliation  to  the  eastward  is  merely  conditional; 
there  ia  nothing  to  invite  people  to  settie  in  tba 
northern  parta  of  this  contment,  in  preference  to 
the  southern;  even  if  they  were  settled  ther^ 
every  prindple  which  ancouragea  populatitu 
would  operate  to  induce  them  to  emigrate  to 
the  southern  and  western  parts.  We  Lnovr  tha 
northern  climate  is  severe,  the  winters  long, 
and  summers  short,  and  that  the  soil  is  lesa  ^- 
tile.  Were  we  not  assuredly  acquainted  that 
this  was  the  case  on  the  continent  of  Amerioa) 
we  should  be  led  to  the  same  concloaon,  bj 
reasoning  &om  our  knowledge  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  globe.    Uen  multiply  in  prupor- 


Heooe,  I  infer,  that  the  climate,  and  means  ctf 
sabaistence,  will  ever  operate  as  a  stimolua  to 
promote  the  population  of  the  Southern,  ia  pre- 
ference to  the  Northern  States.  This  doctrine 
is  daily  exemplified.  If  we  advert  to  the  situar 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  Weetem  country,  oalled 
Kentucky,  aod  comiwre  ita  increase  of  popul^ 
tion  since  the  war,  with  any  part  of  the  Eaatom 
States,  we  shall  find  men  multiplied  there  be- 
yond any  thing  known  in  America;  and  if  w« 
oonsider  its  uatoral  advantages,  we  shall  oon- 
dude  it  will  be  an  important  part  of  the  Union. 
*"  a  river  which  has  beeu  mentioned  by  the 

.them  gentiemen  is.  as  &c  aa  I  am  acqnaiated, 

extremely  well  calooJated  to  furnish  Qovtm- 

ment  witii  the  key  of  that  country ;  and  a  river, 

I  believe,  richer  in  its  exports  than  any  I  hftv* 

intemplated  on  the  face  of  the  aartii. 

A  etui  was  now  made  to  order,  and  Ur, 
Stohb  sat  down.  A  desultory  conversatioa 
took  place  on  the  point  of  order.  It  waa  ooa- 
tended,  that  the  qnestioa  waa  tm  the  inaertim 
of  Harnebm^  bi  the  propqaition  offwed  bf  Ur. 
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GooDHDi;  wha«M  Hi.  Sron  was  speakiiig  to 

Uaaa.  Casboll,  ha  and  Mjumos  imvsted 
thit  Hr.  SrosB  wu  in  order,  inasnuidi  ea  Mr. 
SHEim's  motiiw  necesaarilj  involvBd  the  main 
qiMtiiw,  aod  vaa  iiuepantble  &oia  it 

But  it  WW  d«oided  by  tba  Oliair  Ui  be  oat  of 
ocdu;  whereiipoB  ibe  qneation  was  Uken,  with- 
OBt  fntber  lUbatA,  on  inserting  Earrisburg, 
■od  it  iTM  determined  in  QiB  negative. 

Utefflaia  qaertion  beiugnow  before  the  oom- 
mittee^ 

lb.  Skur  proocwded.  I  feel  m^Belf  unh^tpj 
to  be  oUiged  to  addreaa  gentlemen,  who  are  not 
di^WKd  to  att«nd  to  any  thing  I  ma;  ttj  j  but 
H  gentlemen  have  ohoeen  this  time  for  diacun- 
kf  the  solgeot,  ther  will  not  think  it,  iioproper 
in  DM  to  peraitt  in  detailing  mj  ideas.  When  I 
Ttt  inlerrnpted  by  the  ^U  to  order,  I  waa 
(boot  to  show  the  importanoe  of  the  Potomac 
to  tlM  United  States.  Ita  waters  afford  a  prac- 
tice *»&,  and  short  oommamcatioa  with  the 


h  the  Qeneral  GoTem- 
meu^  after  aaoending  the  former  they  muat  pro- 
weA  a  vaat  diattmoB  nortltward,  ap  the  Alle- 
^>*Bj,  agaioat  s  r^d  Btream,  before  they  con 
teich  the  Snaqnehanna.  I  am  inolined  to  be- 
Ijere  a  Und-carriage  would  be  better  than  sacih 
a  IiborioDs  roond-abont  water  commnnicatioD. 
Sow  the  Potomac,  aa  1  am  informed,  connects 
with  the  Tooghiogheniy,  a  river  leaa  ru)id  than 
the  AHeghanf ,  and  ia  itself  coDuBnnic«u>le  with 
tbe  AtWtic  In  this  ea«e,  the  Potomac  will 
bt  the  highway  for  sooh  vaat  qnontities  of 
wealth  as  to  gi-ve  every  superiority ;  and,  how- 
ever va  may  determine  at  this  day,  it  will  not 
be  long  before  the  seat  of  Govenunent  mnat  be 
cxried  thither.  The  vast  popnlatjon  (hat  ia 
txtending  itaelf  through  the  Western  ooitntry 
nqnirea  fhat  the  Govarament  should  talce  a 
poKtirai  lavorable  to  ita  convenienoe ;  because 
sew  settlementB  at  a  vast  digtwioe  from  the  old 
■e  more  exposed  to  temptation  than  others ; 
bat  in  the  preaent  case,  it  is  proper  for  as  t« 
gaud  agwnat  the  operation  of  a  foreign  country, 
wkieh  aeema  to  be  forming  aettlementa  near  oiu 
fantiera  to  rival  onra.  It  may  be  the  more 
■ecasMtry,  inasmuch  aa  we  ought  to  keep  the 
banndary  line  distinct  between  the  Spaniarda 
and  Kvagea,  as  I  fear,  do  what  we  will,  we  run 
the  greatest  riak  of  entering  intoaqnarrel  with 
them;  for,  it  ia  well  known,  that  emigrante,  ii 
fanning  new  settlemoitB,  are  not  mocb  oon 
earned  about  an  aaoertunment  of  Jurisdiction , 
they  are  generally  bold,  enterprising  epirite, 
wbo  feel  some  aversion  to  strict  goTemment ; 
it  is  therefore  neceeaarr  that  the  Qovemment 
dioold  ^proach  toward  them,  and  be  placed  in 
■xh  atofUion  as  would  give  it  the  greatest  pos- 
■ble  infiuenoe  over  them.  Be^de  tbeii  conti- 
po^  to  a  rival  nation,  they  are  independent  in 
aeir  oooditipn;  they  want  hardly  any  thing 
Ihk  ooanb/  can  give;  their  soil  ia  nch  and 
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fortile;  their  ezporta  will  fDmiah  them  witt 
every  foreign  arbde  &om  the  southward  whioh 
they  can  require.  Their  interasta  are  mora 
strongly  oooneoted  with  (he  Sonthem  Btatea 
than  the  Sonthem  Btatea  are  wiUi  the  Eastern. 
The  advantagee  of  thia  OovemmMit  are  fett,  b 
a  pecoliar  manner,  by  (he  mercantile  and  tma- 
meroial  Statea;  the  agrioultural  States  have  not 
the  same  stnxig  reasons  for  Bv>ii)t4|iiilpg  the 
UuioD,  Hence  we  may  amrebend  that  the 
Western  oenntay  may  be  in^iked,  aa  it  advan-  ' 
ces  its  importance,  to  drop  oS.  The  Soaqoe- 
hanoa  is  no  bond  by  whica  to  hold  them;  ita 
direction  is  more  northern  than  westerly. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  am^nclined  to  bdieve  thiA 
it  wonld  not  give  general  satiafiwtiMi  at  the  pres- 
ent day ;  and  the  ineqoali^  would  daily  grow 
more  striking,  until  we  ahonld  be  compelud  to 
remove  again  to  where  there  waa  a  probability 
of  finding  a  centre  of  t«nitory  aa  well  as  popu- 
lation, I  have  thrown  ont  theae  ideas  in  k 
crude  manner,  hnt  gentlemen  have  fOToed  aaa 

it  by  their  urgency  to  take  the  qnesHon;  I 
oould  wish  to  be  allowed  time  for  forther  di»- 
cnssion,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  no  ill  sacri- 
fice of  a  day,  if  we  were  to  put  off  the  determl- 
uatioQ  tilt  to-m<»Tow. 

Mr.  Lbs  obaerved,  that  since  gentletnen  wotild 
not  admit  of  a  moment's  delay;  mnce  they 
seemed  to  declare,  that  the;  had  settled  tiit 
matter  without  giving  an  opportunity  for  flill 
discosnon;  since  the  House  were  hurried  to  a 
decision  on  a  point  that  invdved  the  weliare  at 
the  community,  daty  to  his  county,  dnty  to  th» 
better  half  of  liic  territory  of  the  United  States, 
called  on  him  to  come  forward  with  another 
proportion. 

He  then  moved  to  strikeout  the  worda  "east 
bank  of  the  Susquehanna,"  andtoinsertaolaose 
to  thia  effeot;  that  whereas  the  h^nka  of  the 
Potomac  united  all  the  afor«aud  adraitages^ 
with  fertility  of  soil,  aalabrity  of  oUnatft,  && 
Resolved,  That  the  pennaneot  seat  of  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  fixed  somewhere  on  the  bsoka 
of  the  said  river. 

He  flattered  himself  that  theae  two  rival 
places  would  bo  oonsidered  with  an  attentioB 
that  would  do  honor  to  the  House;  that  tfarir 
several  advantages  wonld  be  filly  compared, 
and  that  such  a  decision  wonld  reanh  as  would 
be  for  the  lasting  benefit  of  the  United  Statea. 

He  then  stated  at  large  tJie  comparative  ad- 
vantagee  of  the  PotomcM;  ita  great  and  inoreaa- 
ing  improvement;  the«tentof  itsna^gatvm; 
its  ^reot  oommmuoaUon  with  the  Westetn 
eonntry,  and  ita  easy  cunmnnloation  with  tin 
Eastern  and  Southern  Statce. 

The  HoQse,  he  s^d,  were  now  to  detennine 
whether  regard  was  to  be  had  to  Oie  people  of 
the  Western  Territory,  to  the  greater  pi»1iim 
of  the  territory  of  t^  Union;  in  point  of  cli- 
mate, it  waa  extremely  salnlmoos;  in  fertility 
of  soil,  it  was  exceeded  by  no  eoim<J7  on  earth. 
Thither  would  emigrants  flock  from  all  quarters. 

He  Bsfced  wh^er  thia  Ctovenunent  waa 
intended  fbr  a  temparaxj  or  a  lasting  onat 


Goo^^lc 


ABBIDOMSNT  Of  THB 


rR.] 


Vlietlia-  it  ma  to  b«  a  foedng  tUob,  or  to 
ewktanne  toe  agest  He  IxqMd  tlto  TMnlt  voold 
proeUm  ttuU  the  QorermaeBt  wm  oaloalat«d 
for  perp«tiiit7;  aid  that  the  oommoa  intereets 
of  Ute  ooonby  had  boNi  oanaoUed.  If  that 
was  done,  the  OoTemment  Toold  be  remoTed 
to  the  Potomao ;  if  not,  we  ahoold  ertop  short  of 
it;  aod  what  wooM  be  the  oonaeqneooet  He 
■aid  he  waaaTerae  to90BiidB]antis,ortnb^8ae 
teiTOTa  ioto  the  Hoose ;  bnt  if  they  ware  well 
ftnmded,  he  thonght  it  hie  do^.  It  was  well 
known  with  what  diffioulty  the  oonstttation 
was  adopted  bj  the  State  of  Tirginia.  It  was 
then  MUd,  that  there  would  be  oonfederaciea 
«f  the  BtatoB  east  of  Pam^lTania,  which  would 
dtatrey  the  Soothem  Statea;  that  they  would 


laliTe  to  th^  partieiilar  intereste,  and  the 
Soathem  States  would  be  disregarded.  To 
ihcaa  ana^ekina,  it  was  answered,  nol  It  was 
Maitokdea  that  the  magnanimoru  polio?,  arising 
ftuB  nratoal  intereeta  and  oonunon  dansers 
would  unite  all  Ae  States,  and  make  them 

r'sne  objeote  of  general  good.  Bat  if  it  should 
Grand  that  thare  were  each  confederaoiea  aa 
were  pre^cted,  that  the  Northent  States  did 
oonsnlt  their  putlal  interest^  and  ibrm  oombi- 
natims  to  support  them,  vithoat  regarding 
ttidr  Bontheni  brethren,  tbej  wonld  be  alarm- 
ed, and  the  MUt  ot  all  aonth  of  the  Potomac 
woold  be  shaken.  It  wonld  be  shown  to  them, 
that  what  had  been  predicted  bj  the  enemies 
to  the  oonstitntion  had  some  to  pass  ;  that  the 
NorOiem  States  had  not  wuted  till  the  Govem- 
ment  was  <Kganized  before  they  sacriSced  the 
Bosthem  people  to  their  own  tntereata. 

Let  the  seat  of  Government  be  fixed  where  it 
m^,  Virginia  had  not  solirited  Oongress  to 
^aoe  Hm  seat  of  Ooveramant  in  her  State. 
Hie  only  contended,  that  the  interests  of  the 
8ontii«m  and  Western  wmntrj  shonld  be  con- 
salted;  and  he  declared  that  these  interests 
woold  be  sacrificed,  if  Ooninw  fixed  npon  taj 
^ooe  bat  the  Pot«nao.  The  greater  part  of 
Virginia  was  distant  from  that  river.  Many 
parts  were  not  nearer  than  New  Jersey.  She 
wished  not  ta  have  the  seat  on  ^     ** 


of  that  State,  hnt  for  the  benefit  of  the  nnion. 

Mr.  Lawxhtox  said,  it  was  improper  and 
nnneoeesarj  to  hold  ont  terrors  to  the  &noy  of 
membra^  The  tme  way  to  oonvinoe  th«n, 
was  to  addrees  their  nnderetandings.  He  was 
certain  there  was  no  dangerons  confederacy 
which  the  gentleman  bad  talked  of;  and  be- 
lieved the  oondnot  of  the  Northern  States 
woold  bear  the  striotcrt  sornHny  ;  that,  if  prob- 
ed to  the  bottom,  it  wonld  be  found  fair  and 
candid.  He  remembwed  in  the  debate  npon 
tit»  Tonnage  bill,  agentleman  from  Virginia  ob- 
served, that  oonld  ue  moderate  and  equal  po- 
licy of  that  d^'s  proceedings  have  been  foreseen 
in  the  oonvoition  of  Virjpnia,  many  o^eotions 
that  were  there  nrodnced  against  Uie  oonstitn- 
tioa  wonld  have  oeen  thereby  obviated. 

He  tmsted,  that,  in  oondnoting  the  bnrinees 


before  them,  gentlemen  oonld  find  no  otitaei, 
eventaally,  to  entertun  ditTaroit  sentimenta 
from  what  he  then  delivered. 

lir.  UMtaos. — I  acknowledge,  that,  on  & 
fonner  day,  I  made  the  obeervanon  alhided  to 
with  dngnlar  CMnplaceni^.  I  s^d,  I  had  ftxad 
a  moderation  and  liberality  prevailing  here, 
which  I  nnoercly  believed,  if  fbreeeen  in  the 
convention  of  Vii^^nia,  woold  have  obviated  a 
ve^  powerfbl  objection  to  the  adoption  of  tha 
Fedetri  constitnticn.  But,  give  me  leave  now 
to  say,  that  if  a  Prophet  had  rism  in  that  body, 
and  bronght  the  declarstionB  and  proceedings 
of  this  day  into  view,  that  I  as  firmly  biters 
Virginia  might  not  have  been  a  part  of  the 
Union  at  this  moment 

A  motion  was  now  made  for  the  c<HninitteB 
to  rise,  and  several  gentleman  said,  they  wid>- 
'  ed  it  to  preyail,  in  order  that  an  opportnnity 
m^t  be  t^orded  for  a  foller  discasaiMi. 

Mr.  Bkdswiok  hoped  ibe  committee  woold 
'  not  rise.  Will  it  be  contended,  that  the  ma,- 
Jority  shall  not  govern  ;  and  sbaQ  the  mtnority, 
beoanse  they  cannot  carry  their  points,  accnae 
the  Honse  of  want  of  candort  Are  we  to  be 
told,  that  an  impwtant  State  wonld  not  ham 
j(Hned  the  Union,  Imd  they  known  what  wooM 
nave  been  Uie  proceedings  of  this  Honse.  Geo- 
tlemHi  have  brooght  forward  this  hi^neas 
thenuelvea  ;  they  have  precipitated  the  Hooae 
into  it  ■Weprayed,we  sappBcated,  for  time; 
and  now  genucmen,  from  some  causes  not  ex- 
plained, Irish  to  postpone  the  matter,  in  order 
to  have  time  to  aeliberate.  He  believed  that  a 
deliberation  of  sii  weeks  would  not  alter  a  sin- 
gle opinion,  and  therefore  it  was  not  proper  to 
consnme  the  pnblic  time  nseleesly. 

Mr,  Madiboit. — ^When  I  allndod  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  day,  I  ocmtemplated  the  man- 
ner hi  which  the  bosineas  wag  oondncted ;  and 
thot^  I  acknowledge  that  a  minority  on^  to 
govern,  yet  they  have  no  anthoritj  to  deprir* 
the  minority  of  a  oottstitntional  ri^t ;  tb^ 
have  no  anthority  to  debar  oh  the  right  of  free 
debate  An  important  and  interesting  que*- 
tion  being  nnder  oonerideration,  we  on^t  to 
have  time  allowed  for  its  discnsrion.  Facts 
have  been  stated  on  one  side,  and  members 
on^t  to  be  indulged  on  tiie  oUier  with  an  op- 
porinnity  of  collecting  and  ascertaining  other 
bote.  We  have  a  right  to  bring  forward  all 
the  argaments  which  we  think  can,  and  or^^ 
to  have  an  ioflnence  on  the  dedsion.  It  is  mi- 
□BDsI,  on  a  partial  discossion,  even  of  qnestions 
of  inferior  magnitnde,  to  dewde  in  the  ooorae 
of  a  single  day.  How,  then,  can  gentlemen  re- 
concile their  oondnct  of  this  day  to  the  liberal- 
ity  they  have  hitherto  shown  f  This  mamwr 
rf  proceeding  wonld  mark  a  genius  in  this  body 
which  will  contradict  the  expectations  of  its 
warmest  friends.  I  hope  nothing  will  be  fixed 
by  a  hasty  det«rmination.  I  said  befbre,  and 
repeat  it  again,  that  I  wish  to  make  some  obeer- 
vations  on  what  has  been  advanced,  for  whidl 
at  present  there  is  not  time. .  But,  if  there  was, 
I  do  not  wish  to  addrcae  a  detemUned  and  A- 
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lant  BHjari^.  No^  aii-,  if  this  be  the  teniDei 
of  to-djo^,  let  me  ^ml  to  a  more  &TcinbU 
tamptt  to-BOiTow.  If  gootlemeik  reftue  tliis 
aK>Ml,  I  nmt  nbnit ;  but  I  wiU,  to  tfae  Iwt 
mooMDt,  aonrt  nj  lif^tt  sad  rcoKHutnte 
agviMt  &  pred|dt«te  dedskoL 

Mr.  BtFKKS  obserred,  that  tbe  Northtfn 
8tac«  had  had  a  fortol^t  to  nuaage  this  mat- 
ter, aad  would  not  now  allow  tlte  Soathem 
StatMadi^.  What waatheoondnotof gentle- 
■WB I  A  league  has  been  fonned  between  tiie 
Hoftbem  BMm  and  P«nM7lvania. 

Itr.  F^miKHmintenTipted  1&.  Bttbi:^  andde- 
■iad  tba  aMwIion,  ai  it  raroected  F^osjlvoiiiB. 

Ur.  BnxKB  Utea  prooeeded,  and  taii  that  the 
Xieteni  meoiben  bad  oomUned  with  eonie  other 
States  1m  oonld  not  positiTelr  say  whieb,  but 
Aa  nat  iaformatioQ  that  was  ftuniabed  was 
prat  thia  morains,  arerj  gentieman  had  heard 
It  aa  wdlaa  hima^  but  that  had  notUug  to  do 
witJihia  oUeot;  he  wanted  time  togetinfoT' 
mtHaai  anooan«d<ngeDtlMDen,fi>rtiioh<»ior 
af  tbaBooae^  toeomidT  with  this  request. 

Hr.  Tasswobtb  ndd,  he  Kgoicad  to  hear  the 
{andeoMa  «alHiig  for  time,  and  crjing  out  &ir 
fd^.  He  KDoembered  when  he  entraated  the 
fsatluniaB  who  qx^e  last,  and  others,  not  to 
frae^ritate  thonaelTae  Into  this  eltastion;  hb 
antimiua  had  been  ot  no  avaiL  Enowinxthot 
tfaeprideof  am^jtoi^  was  one  of  those  thinip 
to  vMd)  be  had  to  aabmit,  he,  with  all  the  New 
K"^*"^  members,  aolioited  tor  time.  With 
Rowot  to  bargaining,  he  believed  that  it  would 
xnsct  no  htnor  on  nther  tada  of  the  Honw. 
Ha  said  he  most  cdther  give  Mr  vote  now,  or 
■dbmittomwebargaliung.  He  was  wilhiig  that 
tbe  whole  birinese  of  baigaining  should  be  es- 
pooed ;  be  wonid  not  ezcose  himself ;  be  did 
not  dwe  to  go  to  the  Potomac.  He  feared  that 
thewbale<rfKew  Bngbnd  would oon«ida- the 
UuoaasdeatKO'^  ffinKthematterbadbeenBo 


Tb»  qne^Mm  was  now  pot,  on  the  tWig  of 
the  eommittee,  and  earned  i   Whereopon  the 


Thubsbat,  September  i. 

Stat  nf  GottrMMnt. 

Tbe  Hovse  agam  reedTed  itaelf  Into  a  Oom- 

■ittee  of  tbe  Whoks  oa  the  Beacrintion  fbr  ee- 

taMiabing  a  pennanant  Seat  ot  OoTermnuit, 

Mr.  BocDDHw  in  the  dtair. 

Kr.'  Btoki  wished  to  hear  the  sentimenta  of 
tbe  geodeman  who  first  brooght  forward  this 
:  he  expeoted  t«  do^ve  some  advan- 


>B  derived  from  aotoal  observation. 


X  rose  and  said,  he  bad  given  hi*  i 


aired  it,  he  was  rea^  to  repeat  them. 

Hr.  Srom  said,  he  addressed  his  request  to 
the  gentleman  from  Fennsrlvania. 

Hr.  Boor. — I  nnderatood  the  gentleman  ao^ 
and  I  have  no  otijeotion  to  giving  mj  sraitdmenta 
on  the  oooaaion.  The  reeolotioii  I  laid  cm  the 
table  has  been  honored  with  the  vote  of  am^or- 
ity  of  the  committee.  It  oontaina  snob  prmd- 
plse  as,  I  believe,  OBght  to  govern,  in  tbe  settle- 
ment of  the  grand  qnestion:  thej  have  de- 
olared,  that  the?  mean  to  be  governed  bj  these 
prinoiplea,  and  this  is  a  deolaration  to  the  worid 
that  tbw  hearts  are  good.  What  me,j  follow 
in  otmaeqnenoa  of  that  resolatioa,  cannot  im- 
peaeh  the  motive,  it  eon  oiHj  prove,  that  onr 
beads  are  nninfbrmed ;  an  error  of  the  head  ii 
pard<HiaUe,  bat  an  error  of  the  heart  is  not 
easily  for^ven. 

Whether  the  qtot  wbkb  has  been  moved  la 
the  right  spot  or  not,  seems  to  be  the  matter 
under  inqmry,.  I  had  prepared  mjaelf  with  doc- 
nments,  which  I  should  have  produced  had 
they  been  needed,  to  prove,  that  the  State  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent  involves,  within  its 
limits  the  centre  of  wealth  and  population  <d 
the  nnit«d  Btatea,  taking  the  sea-coast  fbr  a 
guide  ;  fbr  all  that  has  been  st^d  of  the  impor- 
tance ot  the  Western  ooontir,  has  not  prevfuled 
on  me  to  imagine,  that  idl  the  vacant  territorr 
should  be  taken  !nt«  view,  the  same  sa  tbe  set- 
tled and  cultivated  parts;  mj  reeolntton  had 
no  other  idea  but  that  the  Atlantio  States  should 
consent  to  go  as  near  that  territorj  as  their  oon- 
veuienoe  woold  allow.  I  am  oonvinoed  that 
going  Auiher  than  would  suit  the  Atlantic 
States  would  iiyare  the  Western  ooDntr;'  itselt 

Hr.  MiDiBOB  sud,  if  this  delay  should  not 
have  prodnoed  any  alteration  in  the  s«mtimenU 
of  the  gentlemen,  it  will  at  least  soften  that  hard 
dednon  which  seems  to  threaten  the  friends  of 
the  Potomac.  He  hoped  that  all  would  eononr 
in  the  great  print^e  on  which  titey  ought  to 
oonduot  and  decide  this  bu^ees ;  sn  eqnal  at- 
tention to  the  rights  of  the  community.  No 
govenuneo^  he  aud,  not  even  (he  most  dmo- 
lio,  could,  b^cnd  a  ctttaiu  poinlj  violate  that  idea 
of  Justice  and  eqnal  ri^t  which  prevailed  in 
the  mind  of  the  oomronnity.  In  BepnbUoan 
Qovemmenta,  jnstice  and  equaUty  torm  tbe  ba- 
ns of  Uie  system ;  andpwhapsthesbnetnreoan 
rest  on  no  otiher  that  the  wisdun  of  man  ean 
devise.  In  a  Federal  Bepnblio,  give  me  leave  to 
say,  it  is  even  mone  necesswy  and  proper,  that 
a  saored  regard  should  be  paid  to  these  ocm- 
aiderationa.  For  beyond  the  seme  ef  the  ocan- 
munity  at  large,  whtoh  has  its  fuU  ageno;  in 
suoh  a  system,  no  such  Govenmtent  can  act 
with  safety.  The  Federal  ingredient  involves 
local  dietinoticais,  which  not  only  produce  local 
ieslousiea,  but  give,  at  the  same  time,  a  greater 
local  c^tad^  to  support,  and  inaist  Dpon  equi- 
table demands.  In  a  Oon&deraqy  of  States,  in 
which  the  people  operate,  in  one  respect  as  dt- 
izetii,  and  in  another  ea  forming  politloal  com- 
munities the  local  Govenunenta  will  erei  pa» 
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aeM  ft  keener  aeiue  and  <M{iac3^,  to  take  tAtmt' 
tage  of  Umno  powers,  «>  whii^  tbe  proteo^a 
of  local  ri(^ta  dfliwfids.  If  theee  great  righte  be 
the  baite  of  repnUicA,  and  if  there  be  a  doable 
Deoeonty  of  attending  to  tiiem  in  s  Federal  Re- 

Eiblic,  is  is  fDriher  to  be  oimMdered,  that  there 
no  one  right,  of  which  the  people  «ao  Jndge 
vith  mora  ease  and  oertaiaty,  uid  of  which  they 
will  jndge  with  more  Jeakmsy,  thai  of  the  ee- 
tafaluhment  of  the  permanent  Beat  of  Oovem- 
BMot ;  and  I  am  persoaded,  that  however  often 
this  rabjeot  may  be  dlsooMed  iu  the  repreeen- 
tative  body,  or  however  the  attrition  of  the 
ocmunittee  may  be  drawn  to  it,  tka  obsemtionB 
I  have  made  will  be  more  and  more  verified. 
We  eee  the  operation  of  thia  Bentimont  fblly 
ezempUSad  in  what  hw  takeo  place  in  the  eev- 
eral  Btatea.  In  every  inataDca  where  the  seat 
of  OovermDent  ha«  been  placed  in  an  nnomtoal 
po^on,  we  have  seen  the  people  strng^bg  to 
plaoe  it  where  it  onght  to  be.  In  some  mstameee 
they  have  taot  yet  enoeeeded,  bat  I  believe  tbey 
win  saooeed  in  alL  In  many  they  hare  aetndly 
ganed  their  point. 

With  respect,  however,  to  An  Federal  Oov- 
emment,  there  ia  one  eoneideratiofl  tiiot  nhowe, 
in  a  peenliar  manner,  the  neoenity  and  poBey 
of  paying  a  striot  «tteDtl<n  to  this  prineipte. 
One  of  the  greatest  ot^ectioiu  whioh  has  been 
made  by  liie  oppoaente  of  lite  system,  whidi 
has  been  allowed  most  wdfriit  by  its  flienda,  ie 
the  extent  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been 
aeserted  by  some,  and  afanoet  feared  by  others, 
tiiat  within  so  great  a  spsee,  no  itee  Oovem- 
ment  can  eiiat.  I  hc^ie  and  trast,  tiiat  the 
opinhm  ia  erroneons;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
ABfcnowledge  it  to  have  a  certain  degree  of  foroe, 
and  It  is  tnoDmbent  on  tboee  who  wish  well  to 
the  TTnioH,  to  dimitdah  this  incmv^enoe  aa 
much  as  ponible.  The  way  to  iiinim4«fc  it,  is  to 
plaoe  the  QovuTinMBt  in  that  spot  which  win 


equivalmt  to  an  eztmwm  of  our  limits ;  and 
if  our  limits  are  already  extended  so  to  as  war- 
raats,  In  any  degree,  the  q)prehens)on  before 
mentioned,  we  on^t  to  take  oare  not  to  entMid 
tkem  farther. 

The  seat  of  Government  is  ot  great  impor- 
tanoe,  if  yon  oostidflr  the  difflunoii  of  wealth 


win  not  he  less  than  half 

Sar.  It  ie  to  be  regretted  ttiat  those  who  may 
most  convcoisDt  to  the  oentre  (dtonid  eqjoy 
this  advantage  to  a  higjier  degree  than  others; 
bnt  the  ineqn^^  Is  an  evil  imposed  hy  neoee- 
■It;;  we  itiminiah  it  SB  we  plaoe  Hm  sonrce 
fram  which  those  emanalians  of  wealth  are  to 
proceed  as  near  Ae  eoitre  as  posrible. 

If  we  oonrider,  sir,  tlie  siftots  of  L^iishtive 
power  on  the  aggregate  commmity,  we  nmst 
fsel  eqnal  indnoemcaiCB  to  look  fbr  the  centre, 


in  order  to  find  the  pn^sr  seat  of  OovtruMBb 
Those  who  are  meet  a^***^"*  ^  *^  "^^^  "^ 
Le^datica  will  always  poesees  sdvaatagee  over 
others.  An  earlier  knowledge  of  the  Isnra,  ■ 
greater  indueaos  in  ensjittog  Qtvm,  better  ap- 
portanities  for  anticipatiBg  them,  nd  a  tbo»- 
sand  other  drcnmstauoes,  win  give  a  s<q)erlovi^ 
to  those  who  are  thnsritnated.  If  itwere  pos- 
dble  to  promulgate  ovr  laws,  I^  son  ' 
neom  operation,  it  wonldbeof  lesaa* 
in  that  pdnt  of  view  where  the  C 
might  be  plaoed ;  bnt  i^  on  tike  ocm 
ie  neoeaaary  for  this  pwpoee,  we  ought,  as  br 
as  posdble,  to  pnt  every  pwt  of  flie  eanmnmlT' 
on  a  level. 

If  we  oondder  the  fnflnenee  of  the  Govera- 
ment  in  its  Executive  Department,  there  is  no 
less  reseon  to  oondnde  that  tt  oo^  to  hs 
pUoed  in  the  eentre  of  the  Unkm.  Itoof^ta 
be  in  a  dtnatioo  to  eommand  inArmatioB  nl*' 
tave  tt>  every  part  of  the  nDi<n,  towatoh  every 
Mx^JnnotDre,  to  mAm  every  drcmastanee  Ikst 
can  be  improved.  The  £xeoQt)ve  irye  ongfat  to 
be  plsroea  where  it  can  best  see  the  dangers 
which  may  threaten,  and  the  Ezecntive  am, 
whenoe  it  may  be  extended  meet  efibetoalfy  to 
the  protection  of  evwy  pert.  I^rahaps  it  ta 
pecnfiariy  neeeonary,  tiut,  ta  looking  for  tlte 
poAHoa,  we  should  keep  oar  eye  as  amek  as 
posrible  towards  onr  Western  bMden;  for  a 
long  time  dangws  wiU  be  sMst  i^  to  assafl 
that  quarter  of  the  Union. 

He  was  snre,  that  if  jnstiee  repaired  «b  to 
take  any  one  pc«tion  in  ^H^ifts-eaee  to  BDOtber, 
we  had  every  indncement  botrh  of  interest  and 
of  prodenee  to  fix  on  the  Potmnac,  as  moat 
HatMhetory  to  our  Western  brethrw.  It  ia 
impossible  to  reflect  a  moment  on  the  posriUe 
severance  of  that  Iwanidi  of  the  Union  wiSMOt 
semng  the  mtBcliie&  whiA  soeh  so  event  rnnst 
create.  The  area  <a  the  United  States  Avided 
into  two  eqnsd  part^  will  leove^  perhw^  one 
htU  on  the  west  side  <^  die  ABefflany  Mona- 
tahis.  From  the  fertiKty  of  the  soil,  tfae  ftne- 
neas  <€  the  climate,  and  every  tUng  that  can 
&vor  a  growing  TxqndBtioD,  wa  m^  snppoee 
the  eettluMOt  will  ^  on  with  every  d^rae  of 
rwidity  which  our  ImBginaClMi  oan  ecmoeive. 

If  the  oalcnlation  be  Inst,  that  we  doable  in 
twenty-five  years,  we  shsll  speedily  behold  an 
astonishing  mas  of  people  on  ttie  Wertem 
waters.  Whether  this  great  mass  wffl  form  a 
lent  part  <^  the  otxifoderaoy,  or  whether 


psnnanen 
itwnibe 


win  be  squrated  into  an  aHen,  a  jealous  and 
a  hostile  people,  may  depend  tBi  the  system  of 
mearares  tliat  ta  stuntiy  to  be  taken.  The  dif- 
ferenoe,  he  observed,  between  oonridering  fheoi 
in  the  li^t  of  fellow-dlizeas,  bound  to  ns  I7 
a  common   sfibotion,  oheyii^  eommon  lavi^ 

EDTsoing  a  oommtm  good,  and  considering  them 
1  the  other  h^A,  presents  tme  of  the  most  in- 
teresting questions  that  oan  ooeapy  an  Aroeri- 
ean  mind.  Instead  of  peace  and  Mendriiip, 
we  A£l  have  riv^stup  and  enmity ;  instead  of 
being  a  great  pec^le,  mvnlnerahle  en  sH  rideo, 
and  withoot  the  necMrtly  ot  itaat  mlHtarf 
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»  whiafa  otber  aatknia  riBqnire,  w« 
riujl  b*  driven  into  tbe  wme  ezpraulTe  aod 
ilMgimiiM  MMBM  of  dtrfbtoe.  W«  HhaU  be 
oUigad  to  I^  baiUi^  on  Um  people,  to  sap- 
port  MUbliuhiwtii  wUoh,  •ooner  or  iMer,  dm; 
fnm  &tal  to  tkrfr  libertiefl.  It  ii  meambeot 
OD  ai,  if  TS  wiol)  to  aot  tti«  part  of  magBeai- 
maoe  luiilitiiii,  or  patriotio  oitizens,  to  ocm- 
■iigr  mil,  wh«a  we  are  ftboot  to  tAke  a  step 
of  mil  rart  inportnoe,  Uut  it  be  directed  bj  the 
vtom be  had  described;  weinD«to(»kriderwhat 
!■  IM,  iriat  it  equl,  and  what  ia  utiabotorj. 

On  a  oandU  vtatr  of  Om  two  riven,  he  flat- 
tend  Unailf  that  the  laat  whkA  wooU  moat 
oorcwpoDd  wiOi  the  pnUfo  ictereat  wonld  be 
iNBd  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomae,  It  wae 
jnfnr  that  we  Aonld  hare  sraoe  regwd  to  the 
amXrm  of  teiritwr;  if  that  waatofaaTawei^t, 
k*  ^"tB^  kara  to  taj,  tltat  there  was  do  com- 
pariaoo  between  tbe  two  riveraL  He  defied  an  j 
gcadaaian  to  eaat  hia  ere  In  the  most  cnraorj' 
iiiaBiin  over  a  map  and  aay  that  the  Potomao 
b  not  nndi  neaiw  this  centre  than  any  part 
of  (faa  Swfoeliaiyia.  Jt  we  meantre  from  the 
banks  <tf  tbe  Potomae  to  the  moet  eastern  parts 
of  tbs  Vaittd  Statess  it  ia  kaa  latent  than  to 
tbo  iBOat  aootfaem.  If  we  measure  this  great 
M<aK  diagonallj,  tbe  Potomao  will  have  the  ad- 
TurtagBL  If  70a  draw  a  line  perpaidienlarlr 
to  the  direotian  of  the  AUsntio  coast,  we  diaU 
fad  that  itwill  mnmora  eqaally  tfaroo^  the 
Potomao  than  tfarongh  any  part  of  tbe  Union ; 
•r,  if  Utan  be  ai^  dffitamoa  between  one  dde 
md  tbe  ether,  there  w91  be  a  greater  apaoe  on 
thAMNt^vest  than  on  tbe  north-east  AUthe 
laapa  of  the  United  States  show  tbe  truth  of 
tUa.  Ftan  the  Adaotsooosst  to  that  line  which 
aeyaratea  the  BritJah  poBsooniona  from  the  Pnitod 
eutmt,  the  araraoe  oistaaoe  ia  not  more  than 
omm  hundred  and  Ottf  ndles.  If  yon  take  the 
awwrgga  breadth  of  the  oUier  frreat  dividon  of 
tfaa  united  Statea,  it  will  be  ftnmd  to  be  nz, 
amw^t,  and  elgbt  hnndred  milea. 

FMn  this  view  of  the  ealf^eet  which  la  not 
a*7  to  daaoribe  br  words,  but  whiob  win  strike 
wj  eye  that  lotto  <ma  aap,  lam  nu«  that 
if  tbe  Potonao  is  not  tbe  ge<^r^»hioal  eentn, 
ikhbeeaase"    " - 


o5y  ratated  the"eoinmtmioBtfon  by  the  north- 
waatan  tvanchea,  but  titere  was  s  oommonioa- 
tfoa  hj  the  Jnni^  a  brandt  of  the  Bnsqne- 
hasina.  about  fiftaea  mOea  above  Harrisbnrg, 
tmdbig  weaterty,  and  nsTigable  ei^tj  mOee, 
froM  vbfBoe  to  the  CmDemagh  was  a  pcvtage, 
vith  a  road  aotoally  laid  oat  of  about  fbrt? 
^laa,  bcaoe  yon  deaeend  the  Eiaekaminetas  to 
4«  ABei^ianr,  aod  from  theoea  to  I^ttsbnrg  la 
tUrtynuletu 

ICr.  Boon  knew  this  nMnmnnioatioB  pietty 
veU,  bitt  w*  who  Hve  In  that  oomitry 


Mr.  Oltmxb  said,  with  respect  to  the  navisa- 
tion  of  the  Juniata,  that  it  was  in  evidence  be- 
fore tbe  Hooae  of  Assembly  of  FennaylTsnia, 
when  they  were  oonaideruig  tbe  means  of  nnit- 
ing  that  navigatitdi  with  the  western  waters, 
that  TModnoe  to  the  amoont  of  fonrteen  him- 
dred  bBshda  bad  been  broa^t  down  it  to  lUd.- 
dletown. 

Mr.  }lixyaoti  proceeded  and  a^  be  wided 
every  Ihet  to  be  asoert^ed  that  cotdd  throw 
any  ll^t  npon  tbe  aoitjeoL  Taking  the  Sosqne- 
hsima,  aa  n  was  pramoaUe  for  navigation,  it 
woold  be  Ibond,  that  through  that  ronteof  oom- 
mnnioation,  Fort  Pitt  wonid  be  (bnr  or  five 
hundred  miles  trtmt  the  proposed  sest  on  its 
banks,  and  that  the  distance  bj  land  was  not 
leas  than  two  hnndred  end  fifty  miles ;  whereas, 
throng  the  Potonuw  the  distance  from  the  pro- 
posed spot  on  its  banks  to  Fort  Pitt  was  not 
calcii]al«d  at  more  than  two  bnndred  and  fifty 

~      nee  by  land 

bnndred  and 
mzty  or  one  bondred  and  seventy  mllee. 

Whether  we  meamire  the  distaooe  by  land 
or  water,  then,  thft  resolt  is  in  flivor  of  the 
Potomao.  If  we  oimsidar  the  prosreaB  already 
made  in  opening  this  great  chumM,  its  tjlje  bo- 
comes  sUil  stronger.  Let  me  add,  that  it  has 
been  fbond,  on  aixmrata  reeesrch,  that  the  wa- 
tere  oommonicating  with  the  Ohio  are  not 
more  than  two  or  uree  nrilea  distant  from  the 
sonrcee  of  tbe  Potomac,  TliiB  is  a  fact  of  peon- 
liar  importance. 

The  gentleman  from  Mssssehnsetts  yester- 
day r^sed  great  objeottona  against  the  Potomac, 
beoanse  it  wae,  as  he  supposed,  aabjeot  to  pe- 
riodical maladies,  &<nn  which  tiie  other  river 
waa  free.  1  am  not  anthorized,  from  personal 
experience,  or  very  particidar  infbrmstion,  to 
draw  a  oompariaoo  between  them ;  bnt  there 
are  aome  general  &etB  that  m^  serve  to  abow, 
that  if  there  la  any  difiference,  it  la  more  likely 
to  be  in  ftvor  of  the  Potomac  than  irf  the  Sns- 
qoehanna.  The  poaition  otmtemplated  on  the 
bulks  of  the  former  is  oonsidetably  frirther  frtpm 
tide  water  than  the  place  propoeed  cm  the  lat^ 
ter.    On  this  aooonnt,  therefin^  we  hare  little 


b^  OfMi  here  the  pcrtage  was  greater  than  be- 
Mreaa  the  PsbMoaa  and  TouiJuot^eoT'. 


}  sappoee  t 

r.     if  we  : 


iTUlJ.UH       . 

is  ahnoat  aa  mnch  ftirther  to  the  west,  as  it  is 
distant  from  the  proposed  spot  on  the  Bnsqne- 
hanna;  and  be  well  knew  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, aa  were  tire  towards  the  Western  and  npper 
cotmtry,  we  are  geoMnilly  removed  flrom  tbe 
oansea  tfthoee  diseasM  to  which  sonaem  ritn- 
atlons  are  exposed.  Asthetwoplaoeeoremorft- 
over  in  the  same  latitode,  tbe  oljection  advanced, 
with  respect  to  that  point,  cannot  ttpplj  to  one 
mora  tttan  the  other.  It  is  only  their  western  or 
eaatem  poaition,  thdr  remcrteneas  frixn,  or  thdr 
proximity  to  the  loww  ootmtty,  and  to  fi^eh  or 
stagnant  waters,  that  can  posribly  sfieot  the 
qmtion.  It  is  not  tteoanse  we  advance  so  mndi 
to  tbe  sooth  thst  we  advanoe  to  ttie  eenti^  it  la 
hMaosawagomoratotbeweat.   IdoDOtBMV 
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that  tbweiakdiflknsM  of  more  Uian«degT«e  and 
flvo  ta  fix  miDotcia  between  the  latitude  of  Kew 
Toi^  and  tii6  place  proposed  on  the  Potaaaae. 
Mr.  Am  never  uitended  that  this  qnertion 
■honld  be  carried  throng  the  eoRuulttM  by  the 
ett«ngthofa(Uentiatjorit7;  he  bad  ooufideiuw 
in  the  weight  of  tiie  argQinenta  to  be  urged  in 
&vor  of  the  Snaqnehamia,  and  l>e  waa  villinf 
' »  pflt  the  deoiiioo  ot  the  qneation  en  "    ' 


ponnd.  Se  would  now  oome  fbrward,  and  five 

tihfl  rMMMts  of  hi(  o^idon,  eneoiallr  as  gontle- 

1  had  entMed  twj  into  the  reaicHiB  which 


snided  their  own  to  a  difibrent  omidnson.  He 
lid  not  omoeiTB  it  would  be  neoninry  for  hist, 
Doming  tma  Um  part  of  the  Uirited  Statea  from 
which  he  did,  to  diaolaint  the  local  views  and 
natrow  pr^odioea  with  whioh  the  eoljeot  (Min- 
ed. He  bad  feared,  when  the  qneation  was 
first  brou^t  forward,  that  the  minds  of  gentle- 
men would  be  hi|^lj  fermented,  indeed  ao 
miub,  that  be  almost  deapaind  of  coming  to  a 
proper  decision,  nor  did  be  think  these  appre- 
hensi<HiB  were  Ulomve,  if  he  jndged  from  what 
had  alreadr  taken  ^aoe.  He  nad  observed  tiiat 
BMne  gentlemen,  wnose  diecemmente  were  ctear 
and  wno  were  geoenUr  guided  by  the  sbai^t 
line  of  rectitude,  bad  been  most  snrprimo^; 
warped  on  the  present  occasion;  hewasfeariiil 
that  tbeir  wishee  had  misled  likem  from  a  doe 
regard  of  the  real  oI;}eat  of  their  parmit,  vie : 
the  pnblic  intereBt  and  oonrenienoe.  He  was 
sensible,  that  he  himself  was  liaUe  to  some  im- 

nper  impresrioDB ;  but  he  trusted  he  did  not 
them  m  that  degree  whioh  he  thought  he 
saw  in  others. 

He  was  willing  to  be  led  bj  the  great  princi- 
ples wiuoh  other  gentlemen  had  laid  down  as 
the  rule  of  their  detusion ;  bat  he  tbougbt  thej 
would  lead  to  a  different  coodu^n  than  what 
had  been  drawn  from  Uiem ;  he  admitted  that 
a  oentral  situation  is  to  be  taken,  and  in  oooaid- 
ering  this  centre,  the  centre  of  a  sea-tM>a3t  line 
ought  to  be  regtuded,  l>ecaase  it  is  more  conve- 
niently accesuble,  bas  more  wealth,  and  more 
people  than  an  equal  area  of  inland  country. 
Being  more  liable  to  invaNou,  government 
alioiua  be  near  to  protect  iL  It  is  Uie  Interest 
of  the  back  oountry  to  have  the  Qovemment 
near  the  sea,  to  inspect  and  encourage  trade,  by 
which  their  abundant  prodnoe  will  find  «n  ex- 
port. And  lastly,  be  aaid,  the  oontingenoy  of 
the  separation  of  the  Western  connti7  was  a 
reason  for  preferring  the  sea-coasL 

He  proceeded  next  to  say,  there  will  not  be 
any  contest  where  this  cenlj«  of  the  sea-coast 
line  is  to  be  found :  it  falls  between  the  rivers 
Potcmac  and  SnsqnebauDa,  It  will  be  found 
that  there  are  good  reasons  wliy  we  should 
ratber  move  east  than  south. 

If  the  sea^cuast  line  is  to  be  preferred,  it  will 
follow  that  the  back  lands,  west  of  the  Ohio, 
which  tlie  gentleman  from  Virginia  bas  «o  often 
taken  into  his  calculations,  will  be  excluded ; 
they  are  not  peopled ;  they  do  not  afieot  the 
sea-coast  line;  and  that  line  has  already  been 
voted  t»  be  the  proper  one  by  the  oommittoe. 


As  It  is  tne  that  the  saa-ooait  baa  mora  wsdft 
and  more  people  Oaa  the  iidand  eoonby  In 
proportitm  to  tne  extent,  it  is  equally  boe  Uut 
the  eaMem  half  of  the  seaH»«at  hsanorsrf 
boQi  (Hum  the  southern.  If  we  reokm  MaiT- 
laod,  which  will  be  as  well  aooranmodated  by  tbt 
Sosqaehanna  as  by  the  Potomaa,  we  ahall  Bnl 
the  pt^olation  of  tiie  eaatcni  part  naarty  tm 
millkttB,  and  that  of  the  sonthera  only  one  mE- 
lim,  and  the  peculation  ot^ma  inbaUtanta  itffl 
less  in  &vor  <rf  u>e  latter. 

Bnt,  or,  instead  of  seeing  a  eentre  geogn- 
phioally,  we  should  ocaMvt  the  centre  of  oom- 
mon  oonvenienoe.  The  riaee  is  the  proper  ens 
where  the  greatest  nmnber  of  penons  will  ba 
beet  aooranmodated.  I  wiS  aniteavor  to  show 
that  that  will  be  on  the  Snetpehannai  Is  the 
leal  of  gentlemen,  who  ofumae  thla  design,  hw 
flnenoed  by  t^eir  deepair  of  removing  the  teat 
of  Oovenuneat  afterwards  I  I  believe  th»  peo- 
ple cd  America  will  not  oomplidn  of  it  If  nisi 
there,  I  think  it  will  be  fonnd  convenient  and 
will  remain  tbwe. 

The  Susquehanna  is  the  centre  (rf  Uie  eoouno* 
ocmvenienoa.  At  this  moment  there  are  mors 
wealth  and  more  inhabitants  east  Utan  BOOth 
ofih  Bat  the  future  popolalitm  <^  Araeriea  is 
calcnlatod,  and  it  la  nrtiended  that  the  balanea 
of  popnlabon  is  receding  ttem  tbeEssi  Saivij 
the  present  inhaUtanta  m^  be  allowed  prind- 
paHy  to  Muunlt  tbdr  own  convenience.  Wwt 
of  the  Ohio  is  an  almost  unmeafinFable  wilder- 
ness ;  when  it  will  be  settled,  or  bow  it  wilt  ba 
possble  to  govern  it,  is  past  calouladon.  Q*o- 
tlemen  will  pardon  me  if  I  think  it  perfectly  k- 
mantic  to  make  this  decision  d«>end  upon  that 
circumstance.  Probably  it  will  be  near  a  cn- 
taty  before  those  people  will  be  conslduabl*; 
if  wa  fix  the  national  seat  in  the  proper  plane 
now,  it  would  give  me  no  Inquietude  to  know 
that  a  hundred  years  hence  it  m^  be  liahis  to 
be  removed;  but,  in  fact,  tbe  principle  wbicti  is 
assumed  by  tbe  committee,  and  which  I  haTS 
attempted  to  Justify,  of  taking  the  centre  <J  ths 
sea-ooast  lin^  will,  even  in  tbe  evmt  of  that 
vast  tract  bemg  settled,  frimisb  abundant  rea- 
sons for  its  remaining  on  the  Susquehanna  I 
will  not  recapitulate  those  reasons.  We  moA 
take  some  pnnciple  to  guide  ns-  and  thoa;^ 
BCHue  inequalitieB  will  appear,  yet  let  gentiencB 
remember,  that  in  so  vast  a  country  great  in- 
conveniences will  attend  tbe  conunuoicaticMia  of 
the  people  with  Oovemment,  be  the  aeat  of  it 
where  it  may ;  and  by  taking  tbe  centre  of  ths 
searooast  line  there  will  be  lees  than  any  other 
principle.  It  will  be  found  best  to  acoommo- 
d^  tne  greatest  number ;  or,  in  othbi  wotds,  ts 
be  tlie  centre  of  common  oonveni«ioe :  indeed, 
this  is  not  denied  to  be  true  at  this  moment; 
but  the  case  is  said  to  be  changiog.  On  tha  on* 
hand,  I  think  it  is  Utopian  to  calcolate  upon  tbe 
population  of  the  United  &tat«e  a  century  hence ( 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  admit  that  it  is  im- 
politic at  least,  perhaps  uqjnst,  to  confine  our 
attentitxi  to  the  present  pt^mlatton;  aqnarter 
of  a  oentuy  m^  be  a  naoium.   Will  gentlsam 
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4aBj  that  tnAt  mA  saamfltotDna  will  aoonmii- 
lato  people  in  ti>e  Eaaten  States  ia  pn^Ntitiaa 
«(  five  to  three,  eanmand  vith  the  Soathent 
Tba  Jiipfoportton  wuL  donbtlem,  oootiiuM  to 
ha  mDcli  greato-  than  I  hare  crionlated.  H  ia 
MtaaUj  ii«a(ar  at  pnaMit;  6ir  tha  dimate  and 
■wo  daxerr  ire  adnovledMd  to  be  aoAiTor- 
aUe  to  popdation:  ao  that  fansbaiidiT,  aa  weH 
aa  eonnarae  «Dd  manafarturM.  will  gi-n  move 
•ecyte  IB  tha  Eaatcm  Uma  u  the  Soatbern 
Btaiea,  The  tw;  dwinwiBtwiwe  that  gentleKen 
tami  their  raannninp  apat  is  pret^  itrotislj 
■flSlnit  their  eaknlatteaa.  TberteU  wof  the 
wat  nantitita  of  good  land  atill  imsetiled  in 
IhMrStatM;  thatirill  ftodau»  a'thtn  popnla- 
;  fbr  tlia  <4d  landa  will  not  be  orowded,  w> 


iLTiS 


(r.  CUaB<»JL  begged  hare  to  gi¥e  tlie  Com- 
■ntor  BOBa  infbniiBtho  req»eediig  the  diataooe 
frMn  tide-water  to  F(m1  Cninberiaiid;  from  the 
tUe-water  to  the  Little  Falla  was  three  miles, 
tB  die  Great  f alia  dz  ntore^  from  thenoe  to  the 
BeMcaFaUi  vm  also  Uxomk,  and  from  tbcnee 
toOUTownoDehandredaiidBeTeiiteea;  whioh 
laat  plaee  waa  flfleea  mllea  from  Fort  Oomher- 
had.  making  m  all  one  hnndred  and  for^-Uve 
T^~  fawtead  ot  two  hoadred,  aa  stated  by  the 


Mi.  Aifaa  iaugisad  his  statement  tobeneari; 
right,  and  be  fotmd  Mr.  JsimeoK  stated  in  his 
Hotae,  that  the  Falls  of  tha  Potomac  were  fif- 
teen Bika  in  extant,  and  a  luiTigationeitremelj 
(Kffioilt  to  be  made. 

Ifr.  Oaxkou.  oaid,  it  was  not  near  that  dla- 
taaoe;  in  the  fifteen  milee  Uiere  wen  three 
Wla:  the  Saneoa,  the  Gieat  end  little  Falls, 
hot  their  oocnpy  bat  a  Email  part  <rf  the  fifteen 
ndka;  he  could  oertainlj  fitna  aome  judgment 
ef  a  ^aoe  wUeh  be  mit^t  eaj-  wee  almost  at  his 
dimr,  and  did  not  expect  that  Hr,  Jdixmon'b 
Boles  wocdd  have  beMi  addooed  as  an  anthwitT 
to  oontradiet  infinmatitHi  he  had  given  In  his 
plaee.  ^  to  the  diffi<Hd^  of  the  navigation,  he 
had  to  obaerve  that  manj  <tf  the  obstaclea  ware 
abvady  ao  &r  rentoved  aa  to  render  the  tnuw- 
portatxM)  down  to  the  Great  Falle  practaoaUe; 
th*t  there  the  canal  was  nearij-  flolsbed,  and 
read7  to  sink  the  look-aaata  and  Inaert  the 
framee,  ao  that  in  a  little  time  Uiere  was  a 


a4jeeov«i7  of  the  tnrih,  that  he  ^  notdonbt 
h«t  geolkoieB  who  were  derirona  of  aTonikUng 
their  decision  npon  a  taU  andetataoding  of  the 
aat^eet  wo<dd  agree  t«  the  motion. 

Mr.  BomxiroT  sec(»ded  ttd*  metkm,  and 
Hppoiied  it,  hj  observing  the  Moeasi^  there 
Sffeaied  to  be,  <rf  obtai&ig  a  more  aeonrate 
nowledge  of   the  two  rivci^  aa  gentlMns 


seemed  to  cBflbr  tiiateriail?  with  leapeottothe 
matter  of  foot 

Mr.  Bhkkkan  eontettded,  npoo  the  prindplae 
adopted  reeterday  hj  the  oramnittee,  that  &ej 
oatM  not  think  of  going  to  the  Potomae;  be 
said,  that  taking  the  popolation,  evsn  aDowing 
the  siKvea  in  the  Bootheni  States,  there  was  ue 
greatest  woght  ot  popnlation  north-east  of  the 
Snsqnehaima;  bntnpon  ttt  ratio  (tf  retHwenta- 
tjon,  at  a  member  for  foil;  thoaaand  inhaUtant^ 
tiiere  were  but  one  million  t^vo  bondred  tbon- 
saod  south  of  Pennsylvania,  one  n^cm  fear 
hundred  thoosand  north,  inolndiiig  Petm^lv^ 
nia;  hnt  if  the  oatonlatloB  was  made  from  the 
Potomao,  the  Sooth  woiddoonton  nine  himdred 
d  iohabitoati,  and  (he  Nortik 


Now,  he  would  ask,  if  gentlemen  coutd  expect 
that  the  northern  peoi^e  woold  inoHne  to  go  so 
&r  sooth  1    He  apprehended  the;  would  not. 

The  question  being  taken  on  inser^ig  "or 
Potomao,"  it  passed  la  the  negative. 

On  motioi  of  Mr.  P^ea,  the  oommittee  roae 
and  reported  jtroffrtm,  and  then  the  Eoase  ad- 
Jonme& 

Satubdat,  September  IS. 
PermarurU  Seat  qf  GtMentmaU. 

The  Honae  then  reeoived  itadf  into  a  Oommib- 
tee  qS  the  Vhole,  on  establishing  the  pennanent 
reaidenoeof  Oongrets;  wbsn 

tlx.  FirzBDfOHB  presented  the  Adlowing  re- 
Bolntion: 

Btt^td,  As  tb«  opinion  oT  thi>  cennnittee,  ^lat 
lbs  PnMmit  of  the  United  State*  be  anthorind  to 

qmint oommiaknien,  to  axamlne,  and  inert 

to  him,  tha  mut  eligible  ntnation  on  the  east  faaucf 
the  SmqneliAiiaa,  for  tba  perawnent  (Bat  of  Qovatn- 
ment  d  tbe  United  States.  Hut  tha  mid  ctnuni*. 
aonerg  be  anthorixed,  by  and  nith  the  advice  of  tbe 
Preaideat  to  inuchau  mch  quanlj^  of  lauda  as  may 
'   ■  ■    ■'  within 


be  thon^t  ueceisaiy,  ■ 

year^  laitable  I 

tion  of  ue  Congnee,  and  of  Ilie  oEBcers  of  tbe  United 


'  year^  Baitabie  tmildinga  ibr  the  m 


Sutes.  That  the  Secretniy  of  the  Tnanuy,  to- 
gether ittth  the  commiuionen  >o  to  be  appointed, 

be  aathocliad  to  borrafr  a  amn  not  exceeding 

dollar^  to  be  paid  in yBS"i  iritb  inteiMt,  at  ths 

rate  ct per  cent,  pet  innniD,  payable  out  of  tb« 

dntiea  on  impoit  and  toDnage,  to  be  apolied  to  tbe 
pnrcbaae  irf  the  land,  and  tbe  eredios  of  tbe  boild- 
ingi  afimeaid.  And  that  a  bin  og^  to  pass,  in  tha 
praiant  aeaajon,  in  oonlbiinity  with,  tbe  aGmgoing 
reaohitima. 

Mr.  Svrra  <<rf  South  CarolhM)  donbted  tbe 
propria^  of  the  reaolntion,  beeanse  he  eon- 
oeived  the  dedarotion  in  the  constitntion  re- 

3 aired  a  cession  of  territory  ss  well  as  Jorls- 
iction.  If  be  was  joined  in  this  sentiment  by 
the  committee,  he  would  move  that  tbe  Preri- 
deot  be  entpOTvered  to  appoint  oomralssioneM 
to  examine  and  report  a  proper  iriaoe  on  tiie 
banks  of  tbe  SnaqnehamiB  for  a  federal  town, 
and  that,  whenever  tiie  State  of  Pennsylvania 
shall  oede  to  tbe  United  States  a  oertaln  dia- 
triot  or  territory,  net  eKoeediug  ten  ndka  a^nvit 


.Coo^^lc 


AMaxoamstn  Off  Tvm 


OongTMi  woald  aao»f^  ttarwf  fbr  tko  aboTs 
piiTpo««. 


ir«sieqnv«dl  It  vaa,  iotiw  vovdtctftiiiii*- 
wtnmmt,  to  eonbe  csalndTC  ksfakttcM  Id  all 
flUM  T>Hi>io«7Wj  i)«ir,  did  thb  eoH»mitoe 
tBTolre  ia  it  ft  teiritoctal  pomtmbmt  It  «er- 
taliil;  did  acA.  It  invftlTCd  netiuBg  bmh  tbaa 
tha  powOT  of  Baktas  Inn  iottapwUant  af  tbe 
State  jwifldktloi.  Tka 
«Mi<dU»ldMAutber, 


n>8Mn,«tiur  -* 


?h>g«pttiiB  mlaU  Inn 
«r,  ft«  M  tb«  <ieMlM  Ib  to 


jadgBWit  of  tb«  conmitUef  H>  tivtted 
wmld  K*.  Hs  wmpcBed  tt  Bim  raUaa 
aHrndtotiM^labtHtenl  BMurfag  ri  tb« 

*  in  te  engi^i  fa  the  AMonkn  sf 

^^jij^yj — .. 


Hi.  Vimm  otaerrad,  Am  Betavara,  Harj- 
kid,  nd  Tlisima,  bad  o&Md  to  «ade  tenitoiT, 
M-waU  H  jwudiatira,  aul  Him  vanld  b«  a 
great  improiarietr  in  ezpeDdiu  the  fedsnl 
teeaaan,  in  pnrohaBiag  tha  vm,  when  tiiej' 
might  him  it  wUlioiit  ezpenee. 

Mr.  Anns  endeavored  to  show  that  aooh  a 
oevdoo,  aa  me  contemplated  In  Um  eonstitntion, 
.  nii«iittoinaiia1)r«i»etMetoa»>liMr,-«itlu>at 
^ivi^  *  prapectr  t*  a  foot  of  land,  bj  eom- 
poring  it  irith  the  eaaaion  of  Sileala  to  Pmaa, 
wkemMH  a  lAi^  mt*  of  aril  ma  aonTSTOd, 
hnt  <rf  Jnriadloticm  to  tbe'whtde  provinaa ;  ao, 
Than  tattttMT  flhuisM  ita  gnvemmeat,  bf 
being  tha  saorifiea  <a  a  treats  <tf  paaea.  He 
iupMed  that  Ooagieaa  w«r»  to  pwHdiaae  the 
ioil  naemaafy  to  ereOt  bi^dingB  fbr  tfae  aeooea- 
modfttjon  (tf  the  Qoremmeat,  and  wm  aatMed 
tha  oaaaioii  mif^t  ba  made  sabseqnent  to  their 
deotton  of  a  partioolsr  epot 

Mr.  SiKKT. — ^The  genUHoan  from  Delavare 
baa  sud,  that  Harylnid  proposed  a  oeadon  of 
BoQ ;  bnt  I  bdievfl,  sir,  there  ia  not  sooh  a  word 
aa  Boil  raentiotied  in  tbe  law. 

Mr.  Oabboll  agreed  with  hia  ooQeagDe,  and 
Boppoeed  that  a  oeamon  of  eoil  ootUd  not  have 
been  contemplated,  beoaoae  the  State  <^  Haij' 
land  had  (tiered  any  part  of  the  Stata 

cepting  tba  town  ^  B«dtinuR«.    fia __ 

if  Oongraaware  diqioaedtoflx  ia  tiiat  towa, 
itwon)dbea0«a>U»totiM  State;  bathe  did 
Bot  imagine  nej  wonM  agraeto  giro  th«  Oone- 
ral  Oovenunent  a  propert?  to  the  wliole  town, 
and  the  lorroandlDg  eonntr^.  TIte  odm  parti 
of  the  State  had  navar  eotttCK^tlated  making 
tbe  iahahitaBta  of  Baltimora  «  oonvMosation 
far  Moh  an  jtamanaa  proper^ 

Mr.  GooDScni  belund,  if  Gta  Honaa  had 
agreed  to  go  to  tb«  Pofa»iao,  tbera  would  have 
)  of  thwe  eoDstitatiMul  di£i<    " 


■tsted.  It  waa  veil  known,  he  eaid,  that  the 
gentiaiMD  from  the  aaatward  had  no  dadra  to 
Utoapttoanfejaet;  bntthoae&o«  Iheaoath- 
ward  ware  atagoiBeiD  tbeit  aapoctatiOH  tj»t 
tlMT  ahwUget  tba  fiannunant  to  tha  Poto- 


mae;  andwaM,  AeMAi«,fe«pr«iAigti>ebi 
Maa,  and  «o(  dmrlBg  it  to  b«  poetyoMd  aa  1 
oonindad  te  on  tba  etttar  hand. 


broaght  on  b^  t^*''  orighil  m^OoD,  thoigh 
thargavwHth^BOMMtt.  Itw«  «RiB,aata 
prapomon  Px  faatpoeaaent  waa  tmm,  but 
what.  WM  A*  axiMk  of  that  poUpiWMtt 
TiUDeombePra-JaMmrrMKt.  Waatkweair 


woMgivahi  to— ih>  Bhaagarf  iftokn  b^ 
that  UAa,  aa  t*  inlnoa  oa- 1»  ^ree  *•  iMr  fM> 
paeMM.  W4  WW  no  rwwoii  ta  ai^aat  mA  a 
obange*  Andf  aa  lO'  notf  wv  wkA  a  prcwtv^ 
■rined  iMlati^  ra^  to  dipoee  «f  na,  the  iooMr 
welutowonrdaMtartiM  battar;  Ibrtt  oaito 
of  HtBe  iwaegneaee,  if  wa  ara  ta  faadhMMd 
o(  whatiu*  w*aM  diqMaad  «nn  aeiavfatr  er 
December. 

Ur,  WuBwemm^— TIh  zntwntkn  of  b^ 
dispaaed  of  by  bacgafariqr,  Indnnei  na  to  lUe 
ana  maha  one  wmait,  II  ia  a  ■otmtoaa  bet 
to  «M  iMBriMra  within  tfaasv  walla,  that  Iha 
Now  Bnriaad  mambaa^  to  a  maiL  mtMUfgcml 
to  a  de^icn  at  praeei^-  airf  tbat  t^vttt 
diq>aaadtoaaaDma»data  tha  Boniken  Btatai 
Tlie;  reftaaed  all  bargiinia^  till  th^  wan  aat 
itmd  tfaera  waa  a  bargiuntag  aat  on  fcot  to 
oairj  thuB  to  tha  Patnnae;  why,  tfam,  ara  we 
raproadwd  with  thiat  Whate««r  haigKulng 
then  haa  baan,  we  ware  the  laat  ta  etna  iota 
it  \  we  never  thoo^t  of  it.  tUl  wa  w»m  1M 
that  we  wen  •  pn^arty,  and  akocdd  be  dIfMaid 
o^  ooleaa  we  took  care  of  oaiadvn  I  Wfa, 
aa  we  have  gotta  eo  ftr,  wa  dull  aatlk  tha  mb- 
Jeot  in  dii^Dtc^  by  gnmtiag  tba  mtmKj  and 
weetetg  tbe  naoemaiy  bnildinga, 

Mr.  jAOKaos  denied  bebnt  ooii«ened  In  ny 


baigaiaiBR  vhateMT,  and  defied  aBn-ge__ 
to  aay  ha  taiaw  any  thing  of  eoa^  tiS  be  hwd 
HmeaUoaedon  tbA  floor;  ba  waa  detcmhwd 
to  kem  hlmaalf  diaanflagad,  and  to  Tota  aeoNd- 
ingaahiajndgmaBfMtoMdlei  ~ 
lag  tha  «Mjeet  esoOr 

lb.  MADSeH  Im^ 
ant  erf  afdar,  he  Aoaii  be  Jaaliflad,  after  what 
had  taken  vlaoe;  bat  be  oonld  sot  wMfabidd 
thii  pnblte  deekntion  at  hia  wlik,  that  enry 
tUng  that  bad  pasMdoQl^Md^eet  aUodadta 
I7  the  genlieman  from  OasnaetieDt,  CMr.  Vi» 
ikosrS  w««to  he  ftdly  tadtavtood,  mi  ware 
redaoed  to  writteg.  Eroiy  tbi^  be  knew  of 
it  he  waa  willing,  aa  hia  part,  to  pnt  into  that 
fmn;  andhawaawdpersaadedthatit  woBid 
ha  £>nnd,cm  aiamimtfton,  ftat  tha  (motilfan 
(rfthe  Son&MBMOtlttaaawaaara  daftBrtra 
natOK^  and  that  they  iiad  not  fiataned  to  a  jn- 
pomtiofl,  wta  tb^  liiad  rceaeo  to  tliink  it  naaaa- 
aary  to  pcavmtt  a  andden  and  imfMpw  duikai 
ol  tUa  vei7  imBertast  awa&in. 

Mr.  Bioi^  Sooth  Oan>ltaa,b(mad  gentla- 
maatonmttnbtivthatalltbe  Boothaan  mam- 
bWB  had  not  bam  to  ftmw  of  Mieisg  toward 
to  baatoaaa  at  tha  ptamnt  a— ion;  uhadav- 
paaad  4  ••  inQ  aaaoma  «U«M. 

DiqnzeciByGoOgle 
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Kr.  Ixi  ooDOUTed  it  to  be  bis  dntj  to  pre- 
MBt  Mice  more  the  preambick  which  had  been 
ni«at«d  in  committee.  He  flattered  himgclf, 
nff  the  discuarioD  wMoh  had  taken  place,  that 
gentlemen  were  prepared  to  dedde  wuberal  uid 
utictial  priiidpdea,  and  therefwe  they  would 
idopt  those  he  presented. 

Itr.  BxxiT  approved  of  the  Soaqnehanna  la 
pitlerGDce  to  Xhe  Potomac,  on  every  principle 
«hid)  had  been  bron^t  into  view,  aa  proper  to 
^Dida  the  House  in  dedding  the  present  qaes- 
tKn.  Be  treated  the  alarm  which  gentlemen 
affrabended  wonld  be  pven  bj  fixing  on  the 
SiHqiiehaima  as  mere);  ideal,  and  existing  no- 
whne  bat  in  the  imagination  of  gentlemen ;  so 
bi  from  exciting  Jeaionsy,  or  disturbing  the 
pnUio  mind,  he  ooiitem;plated  it  aa  tending  to 
ibjimeuinesa.andto  give  general  satisfaction. 

On  motion,  the  Hoose  now  adjourned. 


UoHDAT,  September  7. 
Ptmaneat  atat  iff  Qottmment, 

The  Hoaee  resumed  the  coaeideration  of  the 
reHJntioos  reported  bj  the  Oommittee  of  the 
¥]ide  for  ntabliatung  the  pennanent  residence 
tf  Om^reM. 

WbemtpcHi,  the  first  resolution  waa  agreed 
tOi  ud  the  second,  to  wit : 

Eaihri,  That  tbe  pannaiKnt  SMt  oTths  Omtgn- 
MR  of  tbt  United  Sutes  onsht  to  be  at  ■onn  con- 
™i™tpI»(»oo  the  eaMbana  of  therirer  Sniqne- 
kma,  in  tha  State  of  PsDnijlvania ;  ud  that, 
H3  flu  neewuj'  bdHdingi  be  erected  for  the  pni^ 
V^  d»  Hat  of  GovemiiMnt  onidit  to  oondnne  at 
tlwa^rfNtwYoik, 
Baiag  midw  conrideration, 

Hr.  Ln  withdrew  his  pn^oeition  offered 
fcstvdar,  and  moved  to  amend  tbe  said  reso- 
BtioD,  b7  striking  oat  the  words  "  East  Bank 
«f  Ae  river  Sasqnehamia,  in  the  Statfi  of  Penn- 
Vtrinla,''  and  inserting,  in  lien  thereof  the 
"Foctii  Bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the 
Bute  of  Maryland." 

And,  on  the  qneetlon  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  laid  amendment,  the  jreas  and  n^  were 
tended,  and  are 

Am—HeMn.  Baldwin,  Bland,  Bromi,  Bntke, 
CDnll,  Calaa,  Contea,  GlOe,  Griffin,  Jaokion.  Lee, 
MAm,  Mattbewt,  Hoots,  Page,  Parker,  Smith, 
(of  Smh  Cardliiia,)  Stone,  Smnler,  Tneket  and 
rang— 81. 

Kin.— Henn  Bemon,  Boodino^  Cadwalader, 
{^nar,  Pitiaiiiion^  Floj^  FcMtar,  Gerrj,  Oilman, 
CooAk,  Omt,  Hud^,  HatbMU,  iawraoae,  liv- 
«WH,  P.  UoUednis.  PuMdga,  Van  Bemalaer, 
Sn^  Snaj,  Sbeimn,  SjlraAr,  Siiudck«in,  Smith, 
'■"  Hatjlaiid,)  ThaldMr,  Inu^bnll,  Vadnronb  and 


So  it  was  dfltesmiiied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  VDnse  aaid.  It  now  beoune  his  dntj, 
rtw  having  aaorifioed  a  im|iidlce,  if  he  had  one, 
V  giviag  hi*  vote  ftv  tlie  Potomac,  to  bring  be- 
fcn  tbe  House  the  hmnUe  claim  of  Delaware. 
Be  qtpreheoded  that  b«r  dabn  to  oeotralitj,  as 
knipieMed  wealth  and  popnlaticm,  was  rape- 
Toi.  t— 11 


sea-coast  line  was  t 
near  the  centre  of  territor7.  He  sapposed  that 
this  was  the  line  upon  wltidi  the  OommittM 
was  to  decide  for  tbe  present.  It  was  not  enp- 
posed  neoeesary,  at  this  time,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  vacant  and  eztendve  Westerr 
Territoiy,  or  why  refiiae  the  Potomao,  which 
ofTered  itself  under  the  greatest  advantagea  of 
an  easy  intercourse  with  that  qnart«r )  Xdd  to 
the  reasons  he  had  mantioned,  that  the  United 
States  would  consult  their  intareat  hy  fixing  on 
the  Delaware,  as  they  would  not  incur  the 
heavy  expense  of  purchasing  tenitixy,  and 
erecting  magnifloent  paUoea  and  hotels  for  the 
Government,  and  he  thonght  gentleman  woald 
not  hesitate  to  agree  with  him. 

The  place  he  meant  to  o^r  w«s  posseased  at 
eminent  enperioritf,  as  to  salubrity  of  air  sod 
fertility  of  soil;  it  also  united  the  advantages 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Inland  navigation ;  inasmuch 
as,  by  catting  a  oanal  tnaa  the  waters  of  the 
Ohesapeake  to  the  Delawarei,  a  oommunio&tioD 
would  be  opened  frem  Carolina,  Virginia,  and 
Maryland,  to  New  JersOT,  Pennsylvania  and 
the  midland  ooontles  of  Hew  York.  The  mot 
that  he  proposed  for  their  acceptance  was  Wil- 
mington in  the  State  of  Delaware ;  ronnd  whieh 
they  might  have  a  district  for  exoln^ve  legislar 
tioiL  if  it  was  thoQ^t  proper  to  soocftt  it. 
Under  these  impressions,  he  would  frame  hi> 
motions  in  such  a  way,  as  to  enable  Oongreia, 
when  they  did  a^onm,  to  a^onm  to  meet  at 
that  boroogb.  It  was  made  ui  this  form :  To 
strike  ont  the  word  "permanent,"  and  all  the 
remainder  of  the  clause,  after  tiie  words  "ong^t 
to  be  at,"  and  to  insert  In  Ilea  of  the  last  "the 
borough  of  Wilmington,  in  tbe  State  of  Del»- 

On  the  question  that  the  Hooae  do  agree  to 
the  Bt^d  amendment,  the  yeas  and  naya  were 
demanded,  and  are 

ATiB.--Hessn.  Baldwin,  Bland,  Boadinot,  Bmfai, 
CadvalBrder,  Coles,  Cootea,  Griffin,  Jackson,  Lee, 
Hadinn,  Hatthewi,  Moore,  Page,  Paiker,  Sinnlckem, 
Smith,  (of  Sonth  Carolina,)  Somter,  and  Vlnh^— 
19. 

Nats. — Hem.  Amaa,  Benson,  Bron,  Caml^ 
dymer,  Fftsomoni,  Flo;d,  Foster,  Oale,  Oeny,  Qil> 
man,  Goodhne,  Groat,  Bartiey,  Hatbocn,  HeiMi, 
Lawience,  liveimore,  P.  Mntilenbw^fc  Partridge, 
Van  Ruueelaer,  SoMt,  Sener,  Shemwo,  SylveMft, 
Smith,  (of  MaryUnd,)  Stone,  Thatoher,  Tnimbnn, 
Tucker,  Wadiworth  and  Wynkooj) — B2. 

l£r.  BocDiBoT  remarked  that  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  he  had  been  placed,  \j  hav- 
ing the  chair  of  the  Oommittee,  prevented  him 
from  giving  his  senlimraits  on  tiie  soljeot  thMi ; 
he  therefore  hoped  to  be  indulged  witli  ttatiiig 
the  claim  of  the  Delawara  to  the  boiKir  of  the 
Federal  Oity.  "Wlten  a  qnestion  of  ant^  great, 
magnitude,  and  which  involved  the  interests  of' 
tbe  Union,  was  to  be  dedded,  he  thou^t  he 
could  be  neither  doing  Justice  to  the  United 
States  at  large,  nor  his  immediate  ootutttnenta, 
were  ha  to  negleet  to  call  their  ottentkn  to  ThU 
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the  fbrmer  (kagnm  bad  done  in  ftror  of  the 
Delaware.  He  im  (oiprised  that  geuQemen, 
wiio  omtended  Cor  tlie  eoocanmodaljoii  of  tiieir 
MtutitDento,  dtonld  be  led  ao  fir  aetrtj  ttam 
pnnoiQg  tbat  oljeot,  aa  to  pan  £yr  bejood  the 
oentre  of  wealth  aM  ix^Hilatioii,  aa  wdl  as  ter- 
iHorr ;  or,  if  Um^  did  not  peas  the  oentre  of 
territorjr,  the;  went  to  a  puoe,  masgre  all  that 
had  been  aud,  dercM  of  those  advantagea  which 
ought  to  attend  the  Federal  reaidenoe.  The 
want  of  oommnoieatlon  with  the  Atlautio,  the 
diffionltj  of  naTigating  its  watery  fr«n  tJie 
innomerable  rooki,  &lls  and  ahoala  with  which 
It  abound^  which,  trasa  aotnal  obeerration,  he 
vu  indDMd  to  bdiere  were  insaperable  ob- 
atmotiona  to  a  oonneotion  with  ute  Weetem 
waters,  or,  if  thej'  eoold  be  sormoontAd,  it 
would  be  ai  snoh  ooet  of  mooej  and  labor,  ae 
the  United  Statee  were  not  in  a  condition  to  ex- 
pend, at  a  time  when  the  vidowK  and  orphans 
were  atarving  fbr  want  of  the  pittance  due 
to  them  bj  the  Qovemmeut.  The  Bterilitjr  of 
the  aoil,  aad  the  nnhealthineea  of  a  aitnattoo  on 
the  banks  of  a  river  which  was  mt^eot  to  riae 
twenty  ftot  and  more,  sod  orerflow  ite  bankH, 
leaving  behind  vast  cmanlitiee  of  stagnant  wa- 
ter, wbHMw  proceeded  noiioiu  ezhalalaons,  the 
oanae  of  a  long  oatalogne  of  diaeaaea,  were  alto- 
gether, in  hia  mind,  noh  ot{jeetiona  to  the  idaoe, 
that  lie  conld  never  imaglDe  a  m^ori^  ot  the 
Honaeoonldocauenttoit  He  fbrther  obeerred, 
that  the  Government  wonld  be  eednded  from 
the  world,  and  the  ohannels  of  information ; 
there  were  few  inhabitanta  unless  it  was  in  the 
nel^borhood  of  York  or  Lancaster. 

Bat,  beside  all  these  connderataon^  there 
was  this  further,  that  there  was  an  exiatug  le- 
aolntion  of  Oongrees  for  erecting  the  neoeisaij 
buildings  for  tlieir  accommodation  on  the  banka 
of  the  Delaware  and  Potomac,  and  an  abeolote 
grant  of  mone;  fiv  the  pnTpoeetrfdefr^ing  the 
expense.  Now,  as  these  had  each  of  ttiem 
atrong  pretendtma,  he  was  willing  to  have  them 
oonradered  and  examined  bj  conmiissioners  sent 
on  the  gronnd.  For  the  sake  of  accommodation, 
he  woold,  therefore,  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
Intion,  by  striking  ont  the  words  "  east  bank  of 
the  liver  Sasqaehanna,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
Sjlvania,"  and  inserting  in  lien  thereof  the 
words  "Potomac,  Snsqnehanna,  or  Delaware." 

On  the  qaeation  that  the  Honse  do  agree  to 
tlie  said  amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negative ; 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  are  as  follows ; 

Yku. — Menn.  Bildvin,  Bluid,  Bondinot,  Brawn, 
Burke,  CodwUiaw,  Cotoll,  CoIm,  Contee,  Griffin, 
Jackson,  Leo,  MmJiKO,  MstUnwi,  Hoon,  PkAer, 
Fags,  Sinidekmi,  Smith,  {ot  Sonth  Carolina,)  Stone, 
SninteT,  Tnoku  and  Tiaing^28. 

Nata — Means.  Amas,  Bsnioa,  Ojnur,  Fitnmcau, 
Floyd,  Forter,  Gale,  Otnr,  Gihtwii,  Qoodhn«,  Gront, 


of  the  river  Snsqnehanna,  in  the  Btate  of  Fenn:- 
sylvania,"  and  Inserting  in  Hen  thereot  the 
words,  "  banks  of  either  side  of  the  river  Del»- 
ware,  not  more  than  eig^t  milee  above  or  below 
the  lower  fiUls  ot  Delaware." 

On  this  qneetion,  the  yeas  and  naya  were  de- 
manded, and  are: 

Tu*.— Heam  Bonaiaot,  Cadwalate,  Geny  and 


Natv. — Heaira  Aniai,  Baldwin,  Braim,  Bland, 
Bniwn,  Borka,  Canoll,  Qjmer,  Caiia,  Contoa,  Flta- 
nmoiu,  Floyd,  Fostsr,  Gals,  GDnuu,  Griffin,  Gn>rt^ 
Goodhne,  Haitiay,  Hatboni,  Hrister,  Jadoon,  Law- 
rence, Lee,  livumora.  Uadisau,  Uatlhewi,  Moo^ 
Hnhlenbecg,  Page,  Paiker,  FaTtl:idg^  Van  RannalaK, 
Soott,  Seney,  Shennan,  SylvsMar,  Smith,  (oT  Mai^- 
land,)  Smith,  (of  South  Carolina,)  Stoas,  Smntar, 
Tluicher,  Tnunbnll,  Tncksr,  Wadtwoith  and  Wn- 
koop-^M. 

Mr.  Svom  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, by  stri^ng  oat  the  words  "east  baafe," 
and  inserting  in  lien  thereof  the  word  "  banka ;  " 
and  on  the  qaestion,  that  the  House  do  agree  to 
the  said  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nafa  bting 
demanded,  were  as  follow : 

Tau. — Mcem.  Baldwin,  Bland,  Bondinot,  Bnnni, 
Bo^e,  CadTaladn-,  CanoD,  Cola^  Omte^  Gale, 
Griffio,  Jackson,  Lee,  Madison,  Matthews,  Moore, 
Page,  Paikar,  Ben^,  Sionickmn,  Smith,  (of  Itai;- 
Ui^)  Smith,  (of  Sonth  CaniUna,)  Stooa,  Somter, 
Tnoker,  and  Vinll^— 38. 

Mats.— Meava  Amea,  Bannn,  Clymtr,  Flti- 
limona,  Floyd,  Foster,  Geny,  GOnan,  Goodhoe, 
Groot,  Hailiev,  Hathon,  Hsiftar,  Lawnnce,  liver- 
mne,  Unhknbarg,  Firtndge,  Tan  Renwalaer,  Soot^ 
Sbameii,  Sytresear,  Tlwtehw,  Trinnball,  Wads- 
worth  and  Wynkoap— 25. 

So  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seoonded,  far- 
ther to  amend  the  st^d  reeolnlion.  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "  Pennsylvania,"  tae  worda  "  or 
Karylsnd,"  and,  on  the  question  the  Honae  do 
agree  to  the  said  amendment,  it  passed  in  the 
negative;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  demand- 
ed, were  ss  follow : 

At^ — Meaan.  Baldwin,  Bland,  Bondinot,  Brown, 
Bnriu,  C&dnlader,  Camdl,  Orfes,  Ctntee,  Qnla, 
Griffin,  Jackaon,  Lee,  Mai^son,  Matthewa,  Hoon, 
Pags,  Parker,  SIsniokMin,  Smith,  (of  M.)  Scaith,  (al 
S.  C.)SioDa,SDmteT,  TncLerandVining— 26. 

NAva — Mesna.  Amei,  Benwn,  Ctymar,  Fltnlmona, 
Floyd,  Foster,  Qsiry,  Gilman,  Goodhue,  Grout, 
H&rtley,  Bathom,  Heiiter,  Lawrence,  Lirarmore,  P. 
Mnhlenbeiv,  Putridn  Tan  Benswlaer,  Soott,  Smoj, 
Sbennan,  Sylverter,  Thatcbai,  Tmmbidl,  Vadnrwth 
■nd  Wjnkoop— 48. 

Mr.  Lsa  expected  the  qneetion  wonld  b« 
divided  on  the  resolution,  as  it  contained  two 
distinot  otjeots,  the  permanent  and  teinporar7 
residence. 

Ur.  pAoi  suggested  the  isiqiriety  of  striking 
oQt  the  latter  part  of  the  olanae,  relating  to 
New  York,  and  to  o(»ifine  the  resolution  m.wij 
to  the  avowed  olgeot^  namely,  the  pennan«nt 
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Ur.  Vonna  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
wdcd*  "Citj  of  New  York,"  and  inMrt,  in  lien 
tbtnot,  "  BoroDgfa  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
<tf  IMaware ;  "  and  on  the  qaeation  to  agree  to 
tbe  Mid  amendment,  the  jeas  and  naja  being 
vae  follow: 


Am^-H MML  B^wia,  Blmd^  Boaffino^  Brown, 
Bmfci,  Oadvaliidw,  CamO,  CoVM,  CodIm.  Oale, 
GriSB,  Juskaon,  Lee,  Hadlmi,  IfatOMwi,  Hoar*, 
Pm(,  Puker,  SianickiOB,  Sontai  and  Tudw— 21. 

Huf. — MeaBt.  AmtfBmtoa,  C^hmt,  Fltiahnmn, 
nji.Ftatat,  Oanj,  QDmaii,  G<iodln«,On>iit,HB^ 
1^,  Attsn,  ^M«ler,  Lawmtce,  liTsnnan,  HoUca- 
aig,  Facbidgo,  Tan  BeoMtUer,  Soott,'  3<mj,  Siei- 


Vifanxth  and  WTiiko^— Sa 
80  it  paased  in  the  negatiTO. 
Mr.  Pasebb   moT«d  to  strike   oot   "New 
Tork"  and  inaert  "Philadelphia." 

Mr.  IxB  aaid  the  dt;  of  New  York  poBseaeed 
ereiy  oaiiTeuienc«  and  accommodation ;  he  was 
rinm^  impeawd  in  &Tor  of  the  inhabitanta, 
dxaj  ncbaintf  and  indnstr;  did  honor  to  Amer- 
ica, ud  nothing  ooold  induce  him  to  vote  fbr 
■tiikii^  out  the  wordB,bat  aseiueof  dntj.  "~ 
Sattatd  hinuelf  that  a  regard  would  no 
paid  to  the  great  prindplea  of  oentrelit;,  which 
Philadelphia  poaseased  in  a  great  de^ee;  the 
MoToiiencea  and  accommodationa  to  b«  fbiukd 
in  that  citj  were  eqnaL  if  not  inperior,  to  what 
Hew  York  preaentM ;  her  pnblio  boildbigs  and 
inatitDtions  were,  he  believed,  at  their  com- 
mand;  the  inhabitanta  wara  indoitriona,  tern' 
perate,  and  fro^;  in  short,  erery  principle 
which  operated  in  &vor  of  the  Snaqnehanna,  as 
a  pamanent  reddanoe,  applied  wUh  aqnal  or 
more  fbrae  in  ftvor  of  Philadelphia  as  the  tem- 
porary n«t  of  OOTWnment 

lb-.  Bkkbkah  hoped  the  Honae  were  din>OMd 
to  make  as  tew  removee  as  poeeible,  and  that  aa 
Hw  baHdings  for  their  accommodation  might  be 
brtadinenin  twoor  three  years  at  the  perma- 
Mot  rendence,  they  would  be  dispoeed  to  oon- 
tiaiie  in  New  York  till  that  &ne. 

On  the  qaertiaa,  that  the  Honse  do  agree  to 
&^  ttoA  amandmeat,  the  yea*  and  ni^  being 
donsnded,  are  oa  follows : 

JLtm.— HlMi.  Baldwin,  BoadiDot,  Biows,  BnAe, 
Oidnlalra,  CanoQ,  CoW,  Coatee,  Gala,  QiiffiQ,  Hot- 
ter, Jaekan,  L«a,  HadlMW,  H>ttii«w(,  Hoore,  Fags, 
Puke,  S-V-kf— 1|  Stooo,  Snmter  and  Tming — 22. 
Kui. — IfaiBi.  Amo,  BenKm,  Bland,  Clj'nun', 
RtBimoo,  Floyd,  Foster,  Garry,  GDmsn,  Gmidline, 
QradI,  Hudej,  HBthoni,  LawrBOee,  Livermore,  P. 
MahlnboK  Pntoidgs,  Van  Beoonlaer.  Soott,  Seser, 
Taiiiiaia.  ^TCiitar,  Bmith,  (of  Hu^aod,)  SmiO, 
((/  Saab  Cenlioa,)  Thatcher,  Tmrnbiall,  Twkar, 
Wednvftt  aad  Wynkoop— 39. 

The  main  qneation  bmng  pat,  the  second 
dst^  m  amended,   was  ap'eed  to  by  the 
HoQse,  in  th«  words  fdlowlng, 


aStataaf  Pam^^rada;  aaddia^ni 


the  DecMearj  bnildlnga  be  enoted  fbr  Ae  pnrpoae, 
Iha  seat  ot  GhmtnmeDt  mwht  to  ooatiime  la  the 
dtygf  NowYoik." 

The  third  resolntion,  in  the  words  following 
to  wit: 

"AMoAwdj  That  the  FToddsiit  of  the  United  Statei 
be  anthwiied  to  appoint  three  conuniiiionna,  to  ex- 
amine and  nport  to  Mm  the  nioet  eligible  dtnatioo 
on  &e  banke  of  the  Swuoehanna,  In  the  State  of 
Feonff Irania,  lor  the  penaanent  eeat  of  the  Gorem- 
ment  of  die  United  Statei ;  that  the  Mid  Cranmi^ 
•ioB(nb«anfli«rii»d»>derthedinotiaoofthe  Pna- 
ideot,  to  porohaM  toch  qnanti^  of  land  ai  may  be 
flion^t  neceuaiy,  and  to  erect  thereon,  wHhIn  fbtir 
yean,  luitaUa  bidldbigi  for  the  ■ocommodatian  ot 
the  CongreH,  and  <^  the  other  oScan  of  the  United 
Statea  ;  that  the  Seoretary  of  the  TreaiBiy,  together 
with  the  Commiaionen  *o  to  be  appointed,  be  inlkor- 
liedtabomnr  amn,  not  exceeding  one  bnadred  thon- 
aand  dcJlan,  to  be  repaid  within  twenty  yean,  with 
intereet,  not  exoae^na  the  rate  of  fire  par  oent.  per 
aoDDiD,  ont  of  the  dntua  on  impoat  and  tonnage,  to 
be  applied  to  the  porobaee  of  the  land,  and  the  ereo- 
tioD  of  boildingi  aforeeald  ;  and  that  a  bill  ought  to 
»«,  in  the  preaent  leHioD  ' 
ibregoiDg  reaolatiODi.* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oalk,  to  amend 
the  same,  by  inserting  ^ter  the  wtnd  "afore- 
jaid  "  the  following  proviso,  yi* : 

"Provided,  nevertheless,  that,  previons  to 
any  such  pnrchaae,  or  erection  of  Wldings  m 
aforesaid,  the  L^islatnres  of  the  Btatea  of 
Pennaylvoi^  and  JfaryUud  moke  sacb  pro- 
vision for  removing  all  obatmotions  to  the  navl- 
mtion  of  tlie  said  river,  between  the  seat  of  the 
Federal  GoTemment  and  the  month  thereof  as 
m^  be  satis&otory  to  the  Freddent  of  tb» 
United  Btates." 

The  ^w  and  Baj%  being  demanded,  it  pawed 
in  the  negative. 


JjM,  Madiaon,  Uatthewa,  Hoore,  Page,  Farkor,  Sauy, 
Sinnickun,  Smith,  (of  Maryland,)  Smith,  (of  SooUl 
Carolina,)  Stone,  Snmler,  'hiokar  and  ^nlng— 2L 


NAva.— 

■bnons,  FWd, Foaler, 0  ... , , , 

Hartley,  Hathom,  Heiater,  Lawnoce,  lAnnDon, 
Hnhlenbeig,  Partridge,  Van  Benuelaer,  Soott,  Shar- 
man,  SylTeeter,  Thatcher,  Trambdll,  Wadnrarth  and 
Wynkoop— 26. 

And  then  the  main  qnestion  being  pa^  Do 
the  Hoose  agree  to  the  said  third  reeoladoa,  as 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  t 

The  ayes  and  nays  being  demanded,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

An*.— Henrh  Ame^  Beosoa,  CtysMT,  R^ 
rimoni,  Fl^d,  Foeter,  Qale,  Othnan,  Ooodh^  Gmol, 
Hartley,  Hathom,  Hotter,  lawrcoca,  Uromote, 
HDhlenberg,  PartrUga,  Tan  SenMalau,  Soott,  Saney, 
Shannan,  El^veatar,  Smith,  (of  Hari^uid,)  Stone, 
Thatcher,  Tramboll,  Wadnroidi  and  Wynk«»— 38. 

Nats— •UeiB&  Baldirin,  Boodlna^  Btdwil  BnAa, 
Cadwaladar,  Ganoll,  Cole*,  Coat**,  GeriT,  JaokKtn, 
Ijm,  MadiMD,  Mattbaws,  Hoore,  Faga,  YtOBK,  Sln- 
nkikim,  Smidi,  (</  Sooth  Candma,)  Snaalar,  T«gk«r 
aaiVlnlnr— 21. 
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OrierttL,  That «  IhU  or  bills  be  brought  in, 
pnnoiat  to  the  foregtnng  reaolntjoiu,  and  Uiat 
Umbtb.  Ams,  Lawbbkok,  and  Oliub,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  uune. 

M011S1.T,  Sept«mber  31. 
3«at  of  Oowmment. 

Tbe  Hooae  proceeded  to  oonsider  tlie  bill  to 
wtablidi  the  seat  of  OoTemment  of  Uie  Umted 
Statea,  which  lay  on  tbe  tatile,  with  the  smead- 
meobi,  aa  reported  hj  the  Oommittee  of  tbe 
whole  House. 

Hr.  SxrrH  proposed  to  confine  the  choice  of 
ft  ritna^oD  on  the  bauka  of  the  Stuqnehanna. 
between  Gheckkelongo  oreek  and  the  month  of 
the  river.    He  was  Moonded  b;  ICr.  Sknxt. 

Ur.  Habtut  hoped  tbe  committee  would 
Umit  it  as  near  the  spot  ooatemplated  as  poe- 
mble. 

Ur.  Hbbtbb  Mdd,  be  mored,  tbe  oQier  dj^, 
t<x  a  particolar  spottm  tbe  river,  wliich  be  ow- 
oeived  entitled  to  a  preferenoa ;  if  the  proposed 
motion  obtained,  that  plaoe  would  be  eidaded, 
and  be  Hhoold  beritate  reqieotiiig  his  vote  npon 
the  bill 

ICr.  Sbhxt  by  no  means  wicked  to  e 
tbe  oommittee ;  if  the  motion  proposed  would, 
any  how,  have  that  efibct,  be  uionld  withdraw 
hia  second. 

l£r.  Uadison  felt  himself  compelled  to 
for  striking  ont  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
Tided  that  the  temporary  resldeuoe  of  Oongrese 
should  oontinne  at  Sew  York ;  as  he  conceived 
it  irreooQcilable  with  the  spirit  of  the  consbtn- 
tion.  If  it  was  not  from  viewing  it  in  this  light, 
he  should  have  ^ven  tbe  bill  no  ftirther  oppo- 
iritaon;  and  now  be  did  not  mean  to  eater  on 
the  merits  of  the  main  question. 

From  the  oonstitDtion^  it  appeared  that  the 
oonoorrence  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was 
Bnffluent  to  enable  them  to  acMoom  from  one 
idace  to  another ;  nay,  the  leg^  consent  of  the 
President  was.  in  some  degree,  preecribed  in  the 
7th  section  of  article  1st,  where  It  is  declared, 
that  evn7  order,  restdntion,  or  vote,  to  which 
the  oononiTeaoe  of  tbe  Senate  and  House  of 
Sepreeemtalivea  may  be  neoeHsary,  (except  on  a 

Saestioii  of  adjonmment,)  shall  be  presented  to 
le  President  of  the  United  States,  snd  approved 
by  him,  l>efore  the  same  shall  take  effect.  Any 
attempt,  therefore,  to  adjourn  by  law,  ia  a  vio- 
lation of  that  part  of  tbe  oonstitntion  which 
gives  the  power,  exclusively,  to  the  two  branch- 
es of  the  Legislature.  If  gentlemen  saw  it  in 
the  same  light,  he  flattered  himself  they  would 
rqect  that  part  of  the  bill :  and,  however  little 
they  valued  the  reflection  uat  this  city  was  not 
oentral,  which  bad  been  so  often  urged,  they 
would  be  guided  by  ugnments  qtringing  from 
a  Boperior  sonroe. 

He  would  proceed  to  state  the  reasMia  which 
Induced  him  to  be  of  this  opinion;. it  i»  declared 
in  tbe  coDstitntian,  that  neither  Honse,  during 
tJie  eesrion  of  Oongrees,  shall,  without  tbe  con- 
sent of  tlie  other,  a^ioum  for  more  than  three ' 


days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
the  two  Houses  shall  be  sitting ;  from  hence  he 
inferred,  that  the  two  Houses,  oy  a  coacorrenoe^ 
could  adjourn  for  more  tlian  three  days,  and  to 
any  other  plooe  which  they  thought  proper ;  I7 
the  other  clause  be  had  mentioned,  the  Execu- 
tive power  is  restrained  frrau  any  interfarenoe 
with  the  Le^ative  on  t^is  subject;  hence,  he 
concluded,  it  would  be  dangerous  to  attempt  to 
give  to  the  President  a  power  which  the  o<MUti< 
tntion  etpresdy  denied  bim. 

TuxBDAT,  6^)tcanber  3i. 
8iat  0/  Q^tm-nment. 

The  engroseed  bill  to  eatafaUeh  the  aaat  of 
Govenuneot  of  the  United  States  was  read  % 
tbitd  tune;  and  tbe  question  was,  Shall  this 
billpasBl 

Mr.  Oabkoix  s^  he  folt  himself  nnder  pe- 
ouUar  droumstaoow  on  the  deciuoo  of  tliis  mi- 
portant  qnestion.  Tbe  House  had  det«rmined 
that  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  should  be  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, in  Pennsylvania,  and  not  in  Maryland 
on  tbe  Potomac  It  was  his  opinion  that  the 
last  would  have  been  most  condncive  to  the 
interest  of  tbe  Union ;  the  voice  of  the  m^ority 
<^  this  House  is  against  it  The  Susquehanna, 
swd  be,  being  the  next  object  most  likely  to  at- 
tain what  I  hare  laid  down  as  tbe  mle  of  my 
conduct  on  tbis  occasion,  and,  at  the  same  time^ 
moat  be  agreeable  to  tbe  wishes  of  a  great  part 
of  my  coustituente,  I  felt  myself  under  sa  obli- 
gation to  vote  for  the  Susquehanna,  upon  ob- 
tdning  the  clause  which  made  it  obligator 
upon  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
to  concur  in  opening  tbe  navigation  of  tiiat 
ir ;  and  nothW  would  restr^n  me  from  giv- 
_  ^  my  assent  to  ue  bill,  but  that  clause  which 
requires  the  concurrence  of  the  President  re- 
specting the  seat  of  GTOvenmient|Until  Congress 
meet  at  their  permanent  seat.  To  this  clause  I 
have  strong  oonstitutional  ot^eotions ;  they  were 
yesterday  fully  stated  to  tma  Honse  by  other 
gentlemen. 

I  have  endeavored  to  remove  this  conviction 
from  my  mind,  in  order  to  give  my  assent  to 
tbe  bill;  but  as  I  am  under  the  sacred  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath  to  support  tbe  constitution,  as  I 
cannot  eBace  the  conviction  from  my  mind  that 
It  ia  contrary  to  the  conatitation,  and  as  we 
conld  not  succeed  in  striking  ont  the  dause^  I 
feel  myself  nnder  the  disagreeable  ueoeed^  <£ 
giving  my  dissent  to  tbe  bilL 

The  yeas  and  nays,  on  passing  tbe  bill,  being 
required  by  one-fifth  of  ute  mamljers  present 
were  as  follow: 

Yeas. — Hmbi.  Amw,  BsMwiii,  Bensoo,  {3ymer, 
CoDtea,  Fitalmoiu,  Fli^  Fortw,  Gala,  Gilmut, 
Goodhue,  Onxit,  Hortlsy,  Hathorn,  JiokioD,  l^*- 
rence,  Lecmaid,  LivBimote,  Mnblenbaig,  PutiidgA, 
Too  RmuNJaer,  Scot^  Seosy,  ShsnDui,  Sflruter, 
Smith,  (of  HaiyUnd,)  Stona,  Thatohei,  TnunboD, 
Wadiwordi  and  Wynkoop— 81. 
I      Nat*.— Ueura  Blond,  Beadlnot^  Bwke,  Cadnla- 
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4ei,  CunH,  Cobi,  Lao,  HadlMD,  HstUiem,  Moore, 
Pviar,  Sebmonaii,  Saiilli,  (c^  Bonlli  CaraUnm,)  Sma- 
U^  TkLw,  TuBug,  and  Wbits— 17. 

TIm  bDl  having  paased,  was  Mnt  to  the  Benate 


Satubdat,  September  26. 
Seat  qf  Qovtmment. 
9  from  (ha  Senate  was  reorfyed, 
e  H(Kue  that  thej  had  paesed  the 
bin  kr  establiahing  the  seat  <k  Goreniment  of 
Ae  rnited  States,  with  aa  amendment,  whioh 
the  HooM  immediately  took  into  consideraUon. 
Tbe  sneDdnieiit  went  to  strike  oat  all  that  re- 
kted  Co  the  river  Baaqiiehaim&,  both  aa  to  fixing 
the  wat  of  QovemmeDt  there,  and  removiog 
tlM  obctractions  to  the  oavigadoQ ;  and  to  insert, 
ialien  diereo^  "adistriot  of  ten  milee  square, 
bnmded  on  the  eonth  hj  a  line  ronning  parallel 
it  MM  mile's  distance  from  the  citj  of  Philadel- 
phia, <m  the  east  side  of  the  river  of  Delaware, 
nd  extending  northerly  and  westerly,  so  as  to 
iicbdt  Gennantown." 

Hr.  BuxD  thonght  the  bill  was  so  materiallj 
dinged  ts  to  warrant  the  Honse  to  postpone 
its  eonrideration.  The  principles  npon  which 
the  Senate  had  prooeedeo,  be  believed,  had  not 
jtt  been  disonaaed  in  the  Honse,  and  the  short 
tine  wMoh  now  remained  of  the  session  fbrbade 
the  attempt 

lb.  Paoi  seconded  this  motion. 

Vr.  SwTH  (of  Soath  OarotinB)  hoped  that 
pnthmen  woiild  agree  to  let  the  bill  lie  on  the 
W^  and  not  to  be  driven  into  a  measure  which 
ttej'  oeosidered  bumioos  to  the  public  interest 
H«  trusted  th^  wontd  not  '  '  " 
idoptthis 


pramation 
ndentood 


ted  thOT  wontd  not  be  inflnenoed  to 
lis  lull,  by  the  Senate's  beeping  the  ap- 
i<n  bUl  aa  a  hostage  for  it,  whioh  he 


d  to  tw  the  ease. 

Ur.  TmsDcoiia  was  sorry  to  hear  a  thing  of 
that  kind  innnnated  against  so  reepeetable  a 
locly.  He  tmsted  the  gentleman  had  been 
^iinfonned  ;  but  ahoold  be  glad  to  know  his 
wtborjty. 

Kr.  pABTBnraK  declared  that  a  Imowledge 
of  this  bet  would  have  oondderable  inflnenoe 
CO  his  cmtdnot ;  therefore,  he  was  desirous  of 
knoring  to  what  an  extent  it  was  a  certainty. 

Kr.  Blahd  would  not  charge  the  Senate  with 
ntsiaing  the  appropriation  bill  as  a  hostage ; 
bat  ha  tboasht  it  of  more  importance  than  the 
liiDtbey  haa  now  sent  down,  and  wished  it  had 
bsn  first  "hoted  npcm, 

Mr.  Spkakxr  interned  the  Honse  that  the 
mropriatitHi  bill  was  sent  only  yesterday  to 
the  Senate. 

lb.  Bras*  did  not  snspeot  the  Senate  of  the 
ondnct  wUdt  had  been  intimated ;  bnt,  never- 
ttahaa,  he  was  in  fhvor  of  the  postponement 

■r.  IjB  remarked  that  the  great  principlee 
wtktk  this  Honse  had  adopted,  on  fUl  debate, 
We  now  thrown  oat  of  view;  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  amendment  whiidi  the  Senate 
bad  made.  He  eonld  not,  after  this  ciromn- 
■■we,  bring  himaetf  to  believe  that  the  Honse 


would  agree  to  the  alteration,  withont  discass- 
ing  the  other  prindples  upon  which  it  must  be 
fonnded.  And  here  the  approaching  tormina- 
tion  of  the  session,  and  the  quantity  of  nnfln- 
ished  bosinees,  presented  to  the  mind  a  strong 
objection ;  either  it  conld  not  be  done  at  all,  or 
eat  disadvantage.  Beside,  if  it  is  laid 
e  next  session,  the  voice  of  the  people 
may  be  better  nndentood  on  this  important 
qneation ;  when  that  was  folly  and  furly  ez- 
pressedj  he  flattered  himself  with  a  harmonious 
determmation,  to  whioh  all  parties  wonld  sub- 
mit without  a  single  marmur. 

Mr.  Shkkiun  thought  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  fbimded  in  wisdom,  and  npon  true  prin- 
iplee ;  the  Honse  had  now  nothing  else  before 
them.  Indeed,  they  hod  just  been  spending  an 
honr  or  two  npon  a  very  nninteresting  subjeot 
respecting  printers;  he  therefore  tmsted  they 
would  proceed  to  consider  the  amendment  fiilly, 
and  come  in  a  proper  time  to  a  decision  upon  it 

Mr.  Whttb  considered  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  totally  changing  the  tenor  of  tlie  bill, 
and  therefore  it  was  like  introducing  a  new  sub- 
Ject.  Indeed,  in  all  the  long  argnments  whioh 
the  qnestion  had  drawn  ont,  he  believed  this 
place  had  never  Ijeen  mentioned.  The  gentle- 
man last  up,  said  there  was  no  basiness  I>efore 
the  House  at  present :  bnt  he  would  ask,  if 
a  business  haa  never  yet  been  before  them, 
whether  s  member  would  be  permitted  to  briiu 
it  forward  at  this  late  hour.  He  might  be  tol^ 
that  the  act  of  the  Senate  carried  greater  weight 
in  it  tlian  the  motion  of  a  member.  But  he 
wonld  place  o^nst  that  weight,  the  weight  of 
the  vote  of  this  House,  which  on  a  former  day 
agreed  to  fix  the  seat  of  Government  on  the 
banks  of  the  Snsqnehanna ;  so  that  the  qnee- 
tion  may  be  supposed  to  stand  on  independent 
ground. 

Bnt  there  was  a  ooUateral  observation  he 
would  make.  If  Gennantown  was  the  proper 
place  for  the  permanent  reradence  of  Congress, 
it  was  so  near  Philadelphia  as  to  prove  that  that 
dty  would  be  the  proper  place  for  the  tempo- 
rary reudence,  and  of  course  they  onght  to  move 
there  immediately,  and  order  the  next  sesdon 
to  be  hold  there ;  but  both  these  questions  were 
much  moment  to  be  fixed  by  a  hasty  vote 
of  the  House. 
Ur.  Jaoesoh  had  given  his  assent  to  the  bill 
it  passed  the  House,  after  a  tmr  opposition: 
he  was  satisfied  Ms  felloi^-citizens  would  sub- 
mit to  what  appeared  to  be  the  voice  of  their 
conntry ;  thongt  they  would  have  preferred  Uie 
Potomac  on  oooount  of  its  centrslity  and  conti- 
gnity  to  the  Western  Territory,  yet  he  acceded 
to  the  Snsqnehanna;  but  this  was  no  reason  he 
should  vote  for  Germantown.  "Who  are  those 
that  say  to  us.  Gennantown  is  the  most  proper 
spot  that  can  be  selected?  They  are  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Stete  sovereignties ;  where  the 
large  and  small  States  are  eqnally  represented, 
the  voice  of  the  majority  of  t^e  people  is  lost  in 
the  inequality  of  the  political  branch  of  the  La> 
gialatnre.    He  oonld  sot  but  think  an  alteration 
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In  Out  teatimtSDt  d  tiie  Hoiue,  on  thk  gronnd, 
would  eioite  serioos  aUim  In  the  minds  of  the 
people ;  to  v/oa  whioh  oooseqiwnoe,  he  ahonld 
agree  to  the  pos^nament. 

Ur.  Gbkkt  nrged,  M  a  reason  fbr  Dostpone- 
mant,  that  North  Oarolina  and  Bhode  Island 
were  oat  of  the  Union  at  present ;  and  that,  as 
there  was  a  flattering  e^eetation  that  at  least 
one  of  those  States  wonid  adopt  the  ixMutitntion 
by  the  next  scetdon,  it  would  be  extremelj  de- 
sirable to  have  thMr  voioe  in  det«nniulng  this 
great  qaeelion. 

Mr.  MxDWOS. — Howerer  difibreot  oor  aenti- 
mente,  with  rea>eot  to  the  place  most  proper 
fw  the  seat  of  the  Federal  GoTemment,  I  pre- 
some  weBhB]laUagr«ethatari^tdeoi^on&(d 
great  unportanoe ;  and  that  a  eatisbotor]'  ded- 
non  ta  of  eqnal  moment  to  the  happiness  and 
tranqnillity  of  the  Union :  that  even  Uie  manner 
and  dronmstsnoes  onder  wbloh  sot^  deddon 
majr  take  ^aoe,  are  worthj  of  seriona  oon^der- 
ation. 

Now,  sir,  the  amendment  proposed  hy  the 
Benate,  not  only  deserves  the  name  of  a  new 
bill,  but  it  proceeds  on  prindplee  different  from 
those  which  served  for  the  basis  of  the  bill  sent 
m  to  them  from  this  Qoose :  benoe  I  presome, 
i£r,  it  is  not  only  neoesssrj  to  examine  the  mer- 
its of  the  propodtion,  bnt  to  enter  into  a  fhU 
and  minnte  InTeatigation  of  those  prindples 
npon  which  it  is  fonnded;  the  proporitdon  is 
new  and  In  some  degree  opposed  to  what  has 
heretofore  prevailed :  the  pablio  mind  has  not 

fet  been  called  to  tbe  consideration  of  it ;  nay, 
believe  it  never  yet  has  been  contemplated  by 
the  inhabitants  of  any  oae  State :  the  eye  of 
America  ahonld  be  indnloed  with  an  opportn- 
nity  of  viewing  it  before  it  be  made  their  fixed 
abode.  All  the  other  places  wbioh  have  been 
mentioned  as  candidates  for  the  seat  of  Qovem- 
ment,  on  this  ooosaion,  have  at  different  times, 
and  in  different  forms,  been  held  np  to  the 
pnblio  attention ;  two  of  them  had  not  only 
enqdoyed  the  deliberation,  bnt  had  obtained 
the  favorable  deciaon  of  the  old  Oongross ;  now 
after  all  this,  to  take  tip  and  adopt  in  a  moment, 
a  rival  place,  never  before  contemplated,  is  risk' 
ing  an  improper  and  a  dissatis&otory  decision. 

Mr,  Stoki  reminded  the  Hoose  of  the  m^or- 
Ity  there  was  in  eeleottog  the  Snsqnehanna, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  second  best  spot 
in  the  United  Btatae;  and  how  mnch  greater 
that  raiyority  wonld  have  been  tiian  SI  to  17,  if 
no  other  question  had  been  involved  in  tiie  hSL : 
he  ooold  hardly  suppose  snoh  a  change  of  senti- 
ment wonld  tkke  place  withont  argument,  aa 
was  necessoiT  in  order  to  get  the  Senate's 
ammdment  adopted,  whioh,  he  nnderetood,  was 
carried^  a  amaQ  majority  indeed. 

lb,  Wnm  WQoldJnst  add  one  obaervation, 
which  was  req»eeting  the  enormons  price  of 
land  in  the  vimnlty  of  Philadelphia ;  and  how 
Imprudent  it  would  he  for  Ckugress  to  saljeat 
themselves  tA  an  eiorlntant  dmund  of  this  na- 
tnre,  by  fixing  npon  the  predse  spot  where  this 
Federal  town  shoold  be. 


The  qnesticHi  was  now  taken  on  poa^c^Bg 
tlie  oondderadon  of  the  amendment  {hwomm 
by  the  Senate,  ontil  the  next  season ;.  and  tl» 
yea*  and  nays  being  oolled,  are : 

Tub.— Mewn  Baldwin,  Blaal,  Bran,  Biitke,(^ 
ndl,  Cols^  Cmitos,  Oak,  Genr,  Oriffln,  Jw&n^  Lm, 
Xsdixio,  Katthawi,  Uocn,nw*,  Paiker,  Sohun- 
man,  Soisy,  Smith,  (of  Haivlaid,)  Smith,?*/  Soodi 
Can^ina,)  Stoiw,  Stunlsr,  TncLcr  and  Wmm— SS. 

Nati.— IJMwi.  AoiM,  BeoMO,  BoodliMt,  Csdwsls- 
dw,  ClynMT,  fltutmou,  Flojd,  Poatra,  Gilmia, 
Qoodhoe,  Oront,  HMxd^,   Hathun,  Balriar,  Lav- 


am,  Thatoher,  Tnimbnll,  TinlDg^  Wadiworth,  ud 
Wynkoop — S9. 
Bo  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 

HoRnAT,  September  98. 
Stat  of  Gov«mmmt, 

Hr.  SamcuT. — In  our  deliberations  on  this 
occasion,  we  should  have  an  eye  to  the  genual 
aooommodation  of  the  Union,  and  the  best  wtj 
of  defining  the  expense.  The  plaoe  fixed  upon 
by  the  Senate,  he  preamned,  waa  known  to  the 
members  generally ;  hence  they  were  able  to 
Judge  of  its  eligiblli^  at  the  ant  view;  itoai^ 
tainly  possessed  some  advanb^ea  over  thi 
other  Mtuatiiw ;  and  he  believed  it  was  as  oen- 
tral,  if  not  more  so  than  the  Snsqnehanna,  at  it 
respected  the  prceent  inhabitants;  the  air,  the 
vm,  in  that  neighborhood,  were  quite  as  agree- 
able as  the'other.  Bnt  there  was  an  aooen  hj 
water,  from  every  part  of  the  United  SUtM, 
which  famished  a  very  great  oonvenience;  but 
beside  this,  thoee  who  oame  frona  the  Sonthtra. 
Stat«e,  had  generally  an  Inland  navigatim,  with 
a  Hhort  distsnoe  to  crane  by  land  frmn  the  head 
of  the  Elk;  so  the  dtiiens of  (he  Eastern  States 
in  like  manner,  wonld  be  acommuodaled  by 
coming  throu^  Che  Sound  and  orosdng  to  Am- 
boy,  on  which  route  they  would  have  but  about 
TO  miles  land  oaniage;  a  distance  nearly  eqnid 
with  the  other.  He  admitted  that  Oermantom 
was  not  quite  eo  near  to  the  Weatwn  Tenitwy 
as  the  Bosqnehanna  was;  bat  he  contemplated 
a  very  distant  day  before  It  wonld  be  settle^ 
and  much  longer  before  the  inhabitants  wonla 
have  frequent  occasion  of  travelling  to  the  seat 
of  Government.  Added  to  the  advantages  he 
had  mentioned,  there  were  good  buildhtgH,  and 
oonvenience  for  arsenals  and  Bhq>-yardB,  with 
abundance  of  artificers  on  the  qwt;  these  oco- 
nderationg,  taken  together,  indnced  him  to  thmk 
it  beet  to  concur  with  the  Senate. 

Ur.  SioTS  thought  the  honwaUe  gentleman 
rather  inconristent  in  his  argument  to-di^.  If 
he  reoolleoted  right,  the  gentleman  bad  fixma^ 
ly  urged  In  &vor  of  the  Sosquehaana,  that  It 
was  not  acoeesiUe  by  veasda  firom  sea ;  and  now 
he  reccHnmends  this  inali^  as  an  advantage  in 
favM-  ot  the  Delaware.  The  gentleman  adndt* 
that  this  position  is  not  quite  so  near  the  Wert- 
em  Territory  i»  the  one  oboeen  by  the  Honss; 
hot  tbui  he  thinki  no  inoonTenieiiee  will  ariM^ 
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h  u  tt  win  be  Bome  yean  before  it  is 
peoided :  bnt  how  does  this  ocanpOTt  witb  tlie 
fmieqile  laid  down  bj  an  almoet  mumimona 
Tote  ol  the  Eoom)  At  the  beginniiiff  of  this 
bnsiiMB,  we  declare  that  a  doe  r^ard  Bhonld  be 
hidtotbe  WeetwnTenitorj;  he  now  tells  na, 
M  Ml  wgmiMot  in  fiif  or  cf  the  Benate'e  amend- 
mwt,  tbat  we  ahonld  have  no  rcKard  to  it  at  all. 
Hb  tbinb  the  oh*Dge  made  in  uie  manner  of 
iri)t*iiu]%  the  money  &Torable ;  bat  what  ad- 
TiDtige  win  aoorne  to  the  United  States  from 
PMu^fmiia's  gnaOag  100,000  dollars,  when 
OingteM  will  have  to  pnrchaBe  the  land  on 
vkidi  the;  are  to  sit  downf  Land  in  the 
Hi^ibOThood  of  Philadelphia,^  he  had  been  told, 
TM  worth  40  or  BO  ponnds  an  acre.  The 
100,000  doUars,  given  by  Pennsylvania,  would 
Botgo&risaporohaMat  this  rate.  Bethought 
tke  lioTarninent  would  have  a  better  bargain  in 
bofii^  che^>  landa  on  the  Swqnehanna ;  or 
fcrik^M  ibej  mi^t  have  been  got  there  for  no- 
thiiig.  He  thonght  tUa  altn^Qon  Dn&vorable 
totbePDUlol'rcMiii^,  whiohoonld  Oljnipply 
inch  k  demand  upon  it. 

Ur.  HiDiHow  contended  that  the  amendment 
Iif^MMd  by  the  Senate  was  a  departure  from 
entr  principle  adopted  by  the  House ;  bat  he 
vnM  not  trouble  thegi  with  a  reoapitnlation 
el  wgumeota,  which  he  feared  wonld  be  odb- 
niliiig;  he  wished,  however,  that  the  Eonse 
WDold  provide  against  one  inconvenience,  which 
VK,  to  prevent  the  district  in  Pennsylvania, 
ihcecii  ij  Oongren,  from  being  deprived  for  a 
tirae  of  the  benefit  of  the  law*.  This,  he  ap- 
prebcoded,  woold  be  the  case,  imless  Oongress 
Bide  provimon  for  the  operation  of  tbe  laws  of 
PHin^lraDia,  in  the  act  by  which  they  accept' 
edrfthe  oevion  of  that  State;  for  the  State 
nlinqnidied  the  right  of  legislation  from  the 
mmiMnt  that  Oongrees  aoo^ited  of  the  district. 
Ihe  propriety  of  tliie  proportion  was  so  appa- 
root  that  he  had  not  a  donbt  bnt  the  Honse 
woold  consent  to  it.  He  then  moved  the  tol- 
kwing  imiviso:  "And  provided,  that  nothing 
'~~'a  contmned  shall  be  construed  toaSeot  the 


cnratiai  of  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  within 
Be  district  ceded  and  accepted,  until  GongreaB 
AiQ  otherwise  provide  by  law." 

Kr.  LivxEHoxB  objected  to  thic  motd<»i ;  be- 
WM  be  snppoaed  Uiere  waa  ne  neoeni^  fbr 

The  qneetion  waa  thai  taken,  do  the  Honse 
agiee  to  the  amendmentt  and  decided  in  the  sf- 
fanMtiTe.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded, 
■niafc^owe: 

Tui. — Miiwili  Amei,  Cadwilader,  Clymer,  Fiti- 
dnwBi,  F]<7d,  FoMcf,  0«r>y,  Gilmkn,  Ooodhne, 
finm,  Hartley,  Hathoni,  H^itar,  HnntiTigtoii,  Ixw- 
mn,  LMDAid,  IJTGimon^  Mnhlenbfiv,  Partridge, 


Nats. — Heaan  Baldwin,  Bland,  Boodinot,  Brown, 
Bnrii*,  Carndl,  Colei,  Ccmtoe,  Gala,  Grifflo,  JackMO, 
Lea,  Ibdisn,  Haldiewa,  Moore,  Paga,  Paifctav 
Sean,  Smitb,  (of  Maiyhod,)  Suitb,  (of  SooA  Can>> 
Uoa^  Stone,  Snmter,  Tncker,  and  Whita— 34. 

dropped  for  the  see- 


TmsDAT,  September  B&. 


VTrrrwD  Siins,  Sept  SS,  ITM. 
GeMlsiHii  ^  OteBmte  of  StpraeMatmi : 

Hii  Host  Christian  Hajecty,  by  a  letter  dated  tba 
7th  of  June  laM,  addreued  to  the  President  and 
inembei*  of  tha  Osaeral  Congicit,  of  the  Dnited 
Stales  of  North  America,  anuaimiMB  the  ranch  la- 
meatad  death  of  his  eon  the  Dai^ihin. '  Tfie  gtoe- 
Kna  conduct  of  the  French  numaich  and  notion 
towarda  this  eonntry  renders  every  event  that  mmy 
affitct  his  a  their  pio^eilty  Ictenstiiig  to  na ;  and 
I  shall  take  oara  to  annre  hun  of  the  aenobiEn;  irith 
whioh  Oie  United  State*  participate  in  &.a  afflotioa 
which  a  loaa  so  much  to  b*  ragratted  moit  hare  eo- 
oasioned both  toUm  andtfaam. 

GEO.  WASHDfQTON. 

UinnD  SrATm,  3«[4  28,  1789. 
GtnUemtm  itf  ti«  Batat  if  Xeprmailalmu  : 

HaTing  yeatoday  been  informed,  by  a  jcdnt  com- 
mittee of  both  Hoosei  of  Congieaa,  that  thay  had 
agreed  to  a  reoess,  to  oommcDce  this  day,  and  to 
contbine  antH  the  first  Monday  in  Jantury  next,  I 
take  the  eailieat  oiipoTtinu^  of  acqnaintiDg  yon  diat, 
conaidering  how  long  and  iBboriaaa  this  seaaion  ha* 
been,  and  ttm  reasooi  which,  I  presume,  haie  pro- 
dnced  this  resolation,  it  does  not  appear  to  ma  eipO' 
dient  to  recommend  any  meaaoies  to  their  ooniidei- 
ation  at  preaant 

GEO.  WASHINOIOH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gjehbt,  It  was  ordered, 
that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  CQerk  of  the  Honse,  at  tbe  end  of 
each  session,  to  send  a  printed  copy  of  the  Joor- 
nals  thereof  respectively,  t«  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive, and  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  of 
every  Btate. 

And  then  it  was  ordered  that  &  message  be 
sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform  them  that  thia 
Honse  having  completed  the  bnaness  before 
them,  are  now  about  to  proHwed  ta  oloae  the 
present  sesmon,  by  aa  at^onmment  on  th^ 
part,  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  Sflth  Instant ; 
and  that  the  Qerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the 
si^d  message. 

Tbe  Olerk  aocordhigly  w^t  with  the  said 
message,  and  being  returned. 

The  Speaker  a^onmed  the  EonM  tmtil  the 
flnt  UcMiday  in  Janoaij  next. 
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ABBmaHENT  OF  THB 


FIKST  0ONGRESS.-SECOin)  SESSIOU. 


BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YOKE,  JANUABT  4,  17*0. 


PROCEEDINQS  IN  THE  BENATB. 


UoKDA^T,  Janjuxji,  1790. 
The  ftllowing  memben  of  iha  Sen&te  usem- 
Ued: 
rrom  New  EampBhlre,  John  Lisaoos  and 

tuNX  WiNOATK. 

From  Uasaachnsetta,  Oaub  Stbobs  aod 
TsoBiRiM  Daltok. 

Frota  Ooaneotioat,  WiLUUt  B.  Jobsbok. 

From  New  York,  Bawna  Ems  and  Pmup 
80HTITUL 

From  South  Oarolina,  Ralph  Izabd  and 
FiBBoi  BrTLKC 

From  Georgia,  William  Few. 

A  qnoram  of  members  not  being  proemt, 
ttiey  a4ioiii^^  tJU  bMuorrow, 

TuxanAT,  laaaary  6. 
JoHK  HnrBT,  from  Varyland,  in  addition  to 
Ae  members  asBembled  jesterda;,  attended; 
hat  not  being  a  qnomio,  they  a^oorned. 

WcDirasDAT,  Janaar?  6. 
Wiuuji  Maolat,  from  PemuylTania,  attend- 
ed ;  a  quorom  of  the  membera  of  the  Senate 
were  present,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed 
toinfonn  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  that  a 
qnomm  of  the  Senate  liave  asaembled,  and  are 
ready  to  proceed  to  bnsinesa. 

OrderM,  That  Meaare.  Stbona  and  Izakd  be 
aoommiCtee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  with 
sndk  committee  as  theHonaeof  Repreaentativea 
may  appoint  on  their  part,  to  inform  the  Pre- 
sent of  the  United  States  that  a  qnon 
■  tbe  two  Houses  Is  assembled,  and  will  be  ready 
in  tiie  Senate  Chamber,  at  saoh  time  as  the  Pre- 
heat may  appoint,  to  receive  any 
tions  he  may  be  pleased  to  make, 

Thobsdat,  Jannary  7. 

Olitxb  Eliswobth,  of  Oonnecticnt,  and 
WnxiAH  Fatbbsok,  frtnn  New  Jersey,  att^l- 
ed, 

A  meOBBge  from  &o  Honse  of  Repreeent&- 
tivee  infbrmed  the  Senate  that  they  have  re- 
Bolved  that  two  Ohapliuns,  of  different  denom- 
iBations,  be  appointed  to  Oongreas  for  the 
present  sesaion,  one  by  each  Honse,  who  shall 
intarohange  weekly. 


Mr.  Smoifo,  on  behalf  (rf  the  joint  oommtt- 
tee,  reported  to  the  Senate,  that  uiey  had  wait- 
id  on  the  Premdent  of  the  United  States,  agree- 
ibly  to  the  order  of  both  Eonaes,  and  that  hs 
informed  the  committee  that  he  would  meat 
the  two  Honsea  in  the  Senate  Chamber  to-mor- 
row at  11  o'olook. 

FemAT,  Jannary  8. 

Orimtd,  That  the  Hpnse  of  RepresuitatiTea 

I  informed  that  the  »wate  are  ready  to  meet 

em  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  any 

commnnication  the  President  of  the  tTnit«d 

States  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two 

Houses  of  Oongreea;  and  that  the  nanal  nnatn 

will  be  asBigned  tbem. 

The  Honee  of  Representatives  having  accord* 
ingly  taken  their  aeata,  the  President  of  tb* 
United  States  came  into  the  Senate  Ohamber, 
and  addressed  both  Hoosee  of  Coogreos  aa  fol- 
loweth: 


of  tin  S. 
<ma  /nWM  qf  Bi^ 

I  embrac«  with  great  >ati>&cCkia  the  oppoitmulj 
which  now  prewnti  itnlf  of  oonffntolating  yon  od 
the  preB«iit  faTonble  proape'»i  of  our  public  aflidn, 
The  recent  occeuion  of  Cha  importint  State  of  North 
Carolina  to  the  corutitDtion  of  cbs  United  Statei,  (of 
whioh  officiml  infomiatioii  hM  been  received;)  uu 
rising  credit  uid  respectabili^  »f  our  coimtry  ;  Qti 
gunenU  and  increasing  good-will  towirdi  the  Oor- 
ommenl  of  'h-  Unioo  ;  and  the  ooneoid,  petoe,  and 
plep^  with  «n,ch  we  are  bleesed,  an  circanutauoaa 
auipicIoM  in  an  einlDenC  degiee  to  our  nattmial  pn»- 
perity. 

In  rsRtming  your  oonmltatiaiu  Ibr  the  geoanl 
good,  yon  cannot  but  derive  GocoocagBaNit  &om  the 
i«fl«ction  that  the  meamres  of  the  lut  Knioa  hvn 


hope.  StQI  farther  to  reallie  their  eipectationa,  and 
to  ncore  the  bleuings  which  ■  gradoui  Providence 
ha*  placed  within  our  reach,  will,  in  the  couneofthe 
pretent  Important  aeerion,  call  for  the  cool  acd  ddl- 
bflrate  exertion  of  your  patriotinn,  firmno^  and  wit- 

Among  the  mauj  inlai«)lii%  ot^acli  whidi  will 
engage  yoor  atteotian,  that  </  provi^ng  tiv  the  oom- 
mon  defence  will  metlt  pattteolar  n^ard.    To  be 


.Coo^^lc 


DIffiATES  OF  0ONORS8S. 


lo  At  Prtadaiet  Mtnagt. 


[SEiun. 


|KfMed  ibr  m^  ii  oH  ct  Iha  moit  oAotiud  nteruu 
(f  raerriag  peoM, 

A  trvt  pMfde  ought  not  oolv  to  be  irmed,  but  dia- 
dpliind ;  to  vhich  aid,  a  imifomi  and  irell-digBeWd 
^in  El  nqoiiite :  uid  their  ufiit;  uid  intentst  re~ 
fiir*  that  tbs;  ihonlil  pnimoti  mcb  mvmractnnii  u 
trad  to  midgr  tbem  loMpeiKlciiit  (^  othen  for  euen- 
tiil.  pn&nlufy  military  nqiplies. 

In  proper  astabliilinunit  of  'Sbe  troopi  wMtA  may 
b*  duoMd  indiipambla  win  ba  antitled  to  matare 
BOBiiileiallpa.  &■  the  anaugcmenta  irhich  may  be 
madi  — y*"g  i^  it  vill  ba  of  impartaDOe  to  con- 
nfidi  tta  oanTurUbk  aoppart  of  the  offiMi*  and 
mUim  with  adae  regard  to  •oonomy. 

Hicn  vai  reaaon  to  hope  that  the  paoi£o  meamrea 
adifled  viA  ngard  to  oertain  ho^e  tiibea  oS  In- 
tut,  mnHA  hmva  raliBrad  the  InhabitaoM  of  oar 
Eaa^Mn  and  Western  frontiflra  &om  their  depreda- 
■iia* ;  bnl  jaa  will  peroeiTe,  fratD  the  infonnatiOD 
auamed  in  the  mien  lAidi  I  aball  direct  to  be 
hid  Mbn  job,  (eompnbeodiiig  a  oemmnmoation 
ftm  A*  OBmBoaweallA  cf  Tiigmla,)  that  we  oaf^t 
t>  be  pnpaied  In  afltard  p^rtaction  to  thoae  paiti 
s(  At  Uoiffis  and,  If  neeeiury,  to  puniih  aggteiaon, 

Tht  iotoneta  <£  the  United  Stalei  require  that  oar 
lataiwun  with  other  Da^ne  dioold  be  fscilitaled 
lijaxipftiviiioni  u  will  enable  me  to  fhlfil  my  duty, 
m  tint  nqnot,  in  the  maoiiei:  which  circomstaDces 
Bij-  nnder  most  condnciTe  to  the  jmblic  good ;  and 
ID  lUt  end,  Aat  the  compeiuatioiu  to  ba  made  to 
fti  fatut  who  may  be  employed,  ihonld,  a«oord- 
■g  to  die  uahm  i£  their  appointmenta,  be  de- 
McdW  Aa  lav;  and  a  oompMHit  ftmd  designated 
fci  defraying  the  expeneee  ioodant  to  the  eondaet  of 
•n  belgo  aflUra. 

Vnioni  aoiiudei«ti<mi  alio  imder  it  expedient 
tlal  the  tHiDB  OD  which  fonignai*  may  be  admitted 
k  tte  li^li  of  okijena,  diomd  be  ipeedily  aacei^ 
iBBed  by  a  miiforttL  rule  of  natnraliiuioo. 

Cnlfoimity  !□  the  correnc;,  weights  and  meuoret, 
rfthe  Usiled  Statea,  iaan  olQectoT  great  importance, 
aad  aiU,  I  am  perauded,  be  doly  attended  ta 

The  adrancoment  of  agrlcnlture,  commerce,  and 
Manitetnrei,  by  all  pn^n  meana,  will  Dot,  I  tnut, 
aed  reocomendatian ;  bat  1  oamaot  ftnbear  iatimat- 
if  ts  yon  Uu  ezpedieney  of  gWi^  elbctnal  en- 
onngtiDeDt,  aa  weU  to  the  iDtnKbubon  of  new  and 
MtAd  iimntiona  tram  abroad,  ai  to  the  ezertiona  of 
^  ind  geaina  in  producing  them  at  home ;  and  of 
^^'**'Tig  tixi  intenxoiae  between  the  diitant  parti 
If  gar  ooimtry  by  a  doe  attentiaii  to  the  Foat-Ofiloe 


in  I  leal  pennaded  that  joiLwiU  agree  with 
.■nioa,  that  there  ia  nothing  which  can  better 
n  yoor  patronage  than  the  pcomotioD  of  icienoa 
ilBiatnn.  Knowledge  ie  in  qveij  country  the 
*BM  baaii  of  poblic  h^iplneia.  In  one  in  which 
Su  Deanree  of  GoTermnent  receiie  their  impreeeion 
K  imiie<Ba(elj  &em  the  tenee  of  the  oommnnity  ai 
ia  on,  it  ii  propoitioaably  eaeentiaL  To  the  aaco- 
ri^  cf  a  free  conetitntion  it  eontiifantee  in  varions 
■»T>.  By  conrhictDg  thoae  who  are  intmeted  with 
tht  pdblic  sdmiuiitration,  that  CTsry  valaable  end 
rf  Gonmment  ia  best  amwered  by  the  enlightened 
— "--  -  '  ""  e  people,  and  by  '""'''■'g  the  people 
now  and  to  valne  their  own  rights  lo 
,  nida  againit  invaaona  of  them  ;  to 
_  ifa  between  <^reiiion  and  the  neceaaaiy  ex- 
iKof  lawfiiJ  avOtori^;  between  barduai  ^oceed- 
bg  fron  a  diannrd  to  thtir  ocmenienee,  and  thoae 
■Milting  txiaa  the  in*TitaUa  exigenciea  of  wdsty ; 


to  diacriminata  the  ^irit  of  liberty  from  that  iX 
licentionineM,  cberiahing  the  fint,  SToiding  the  laat, 
and  uniting  a  qieedy  bnt  temperate  vigilance  againat 
encroachmenta,  wuh  an  iniiolabla   reipaot  to  the 

Whether  thli  deiinhle  olgect  will  U  beat  pro- 
moted by  oSbrdlog  aid*  to  eeminariea  of  leaining  ij- 
ready  sstablialted,  by  the  institntioD  of  a  national 
nniTBtsity,  ta  by  uiy  other  axpodienta,  wHl  be  well 
worthy  of  a  jdaoe  in  the  deliberation*  of  the  Legia- 


liut  lewuan,  the  naolotioD  entered  into  by  you,  ex- 
pcesdre  of  yonr  opinion  that  an  adequate  provirioo 
for  the  aapport  of  the  pnblio  credit  ia  a  matter  c^ 
high  importance  to  the  national  honor  and  prwperi^. 
In  thia  aentiment  I  entirely  ooncor.  And,  to  a  per- 
ihct  confidence  In  Totir  beet  eodeaTon  to  deriae  inch 
a  proTiaion  aa  will  be  tnily  coniistent  with  the  end, 
I  add  an  eqtial  reliance  on  the  cheerful  co-operation 
of  the  other  branch  of  thejliogiilature.  It  would  be 
BuperSnoiu  to  apecify  iadncementi  to  a  meaanro  in 
which  the  charaoter  and  permanent  intoieitt  of  the 
United  State*  are  ao  obTionaly  and  to  deeply  ooncemed, 
and  which  haa  received  eo  explicit  a  aaJnctioD  &ixn 
your  declaration. 

GMt&msi  of  Oi»  Senate  aid  Bmte  of  BtpmaUatmi ; 
I  have  dir«cCed  the  proper  offioera  to  lay  before 
yon,  reqiectively,  each  papers  and  eetimatea  aa  re- 
gard the  afikirt  particularly  recommended  to  your 
coniideraUon,  and  neceasaiy  to  convey  to  you  that 
infbnnation  of  the  itate  of  the  Union,  which  It  i*  my 


rhkh  0 

indlal 

tion  with  yon,  in  toe  pleadng  thoogh  ardnona  taalc 

of  iamring  to  onr  fellow-dtiiena  the  bleadi^  which 

the?  have  a  right  to  expect  bom  s  ftee,  nllli  iiw 

and  equal  Oovramnent. 

GEO.  WASHWffrON. 
UnrrKD  SrAim,  Jannary  8,  1T90. 

The  Preeideat  of  tka  JJaluA  Statw  hKvit% 
retired,  aad  the  two  UooseB  being  nparated: 

Ordend,  That  Messrs.  Eixe,  Izabd,  and  Pi- 
TSBSON,  be  a  ootnmitt«e  to  prepare  and  report 
the  draft  of  an  addresstothe  PreHtdent  of  th« 
United  States,  in  answer  to  hia  apeeoh  deliver- 
ed this  day  to  both  Honaes  of  Oongress,  in  the 
Senate  Ohamber. 

Ordered^  That  the  speech  of  the  Premdent 
of  the  United  States,  delivered  this  day,  bo 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  amounted  to  Monday  next. 

KoHDAY,  Jantuuy  11. 
Mr.  Eiiio,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  rfr> 
ported  an  address  to  the  Pre^dent  of  the 
Uoited  States,  in  answer  to  hia  speech  to  both 
Hon^ea  of  Oongreas,  which  being  amended,  was 
adopted  as  foUoweth : 

7b  tte  Praidai   of  tta  JJwiUi  Oolea 
Sis  :— We,  the   Senate  of  the  United  States  ra- 
,  tun  yoa  our  thanU  fv  j 
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ABBIDaHBMT  OT  THB 


[JA. 


*Caognm. 

„__ CaniUBa  to 

Vidtad  StatM ^rca  ni anieb  pkMttn  :  ■odmottr 
-       ^'-"—Kin  thU  •wot.iriiWiMUr 

OltDODTUlUOIl,  Mtd    Bftrill 


gDOdiMM  of  it 

ih  wa  ltn«  nodT«d,  diat  fin 
of  the  lut  •M^oo  faava  besa  MutMuitraj 


^    k  raxdoiu  PicridaoM  hM  p 

iritUn  oar  rs«eb.  We  an  permadsd  dwt  one  i^  O* 
inott  (fltetnal  meaiM  of  jiiMiiivliig  peaM  is  f*  *^' 
pMMndfcamr;  tsdonr  attantioDanallbedlT 
to  ti»  ol^jeoti  of  oonunco  itbnoi,  tad  to  die  adop- 
tioD  of  inoh  plana  aa  diaU  appear  ths  moat  llkdy 
to  prarent  our  iapeaimaM  aa  other  oomitriea  fbr 
aainntliil  loppUea.  In  tha  anngameota  to  be  made 
M^edjng  aa  ertabliahmant  of  loch  tmoft  aa  may 
1m  decaned  Indt^enaable,  we  ihall,  with  jdeaaora, 
ftOTida  foi  the  oomfortabla  mpport  of  ths  offiaan 
aad  addiai^  irith  «  doe  Tegud  to  eoonomr.  Wa 
Mgtet  (hat  ^  padfia  meaaarea  adopted  hj  Ganm- 
mtat,  trith  tegara  to  oertaiD  hoatile  tribea  of  Indiana, 
bara  not  bewi  attended  with  llie  baBefloial  effcota 
toward!  ttie  inbabitanta  of  OOT  Sontheia  and  Weatern 
firontieTa  whioh  wa  had  laaaon  to  hope,  and  we  ahall 
dieerfiiily  oo-operata  in  providing  the  moat  aflbotoal 
meana  for  thair  prataotioD,  and,  if  ikcceaaaiy,  for  the 
pnniahnient  ol  aggreaaon.  llie  tmifonni^  tit  the 
eamBoj,  and  (^  waighta  and  maaaona  i  tha  jntro- 
dnotioii  of  new  and  naefnl  bventioiu  tmn  abiekd, 
and  the  exertku  of  ddU  and  genio)  in  prododng 
dmn  at  boroe ;  the  fluUitatii^  the  communication 
between  Ott  diatant  part*  tf  our  oomitiy,  by  meani 
of  the  Poet-Office  and  poat-ioada  ;  a  praVuIon  Ibr  the 
Boppnt  of  &e  Dapartment  of  Fomgn  A&ii^  and 
a  uniftnn  rale  of  natmaUnrtion,  \a  which  brdgiiara 
may  be  admitted  to  the  ri^ta  of  oltinn*,  aie  o^aeU 
iriiieb  diall  leoeive  ancih  eaity  attantioo  •«  Quiz  n- 

are  eaiMilid  to  Ae  pnaamtiOD  of  a  free  onialitD- 
tion:  the  meoom  of  Govenmant  ■faoold,  Aen- 
tOtt,  be  oaknlated  to  atrwogtiien  At  oanSdenae  tliat 
la  due  U>  ttat  Emportant  tisth.  Agrlonlton,  Cant- 
nMroe,  and  Hann&cturai,  ibcndng  the  baaia  (tf  the 
weUth  and  atzengtfattf  onr  ocnMcnted  Bepublki, 
tnoet  be  the  frequent  aolgect  of  oor  deliberatioa,  aiid 
■hall  ba  adTanced  by  all  pn^et  meana  in  ou  powvr. 
Poblio  Credit  being  an  olgeot  of  gnat  importance, 
we  abaU  aheerfiillf  oon^erate  in  alTproper  meaaoraa 
for  iti  nqjpnt  Pimr  attcotioD  dull  be  giTao  to 
«idi  papera  and  eadmatea  aa  7011  maj  be  pleaaed  to 
lay  beCne  na.  Onr  oana  and  efi>rl>  ahall  be  direct- 
ed to  tha  welfaie  t^  onr  ooonb? ;  and  wa  haT*  the 


to  onr  Mlow-citiaBna  Che  Usiatngi  which  thay  haje 
a  right  to  expect  from  a  free,  effldent,  and  eqnil 
QoTsmmenl 

TtrmtAX,  Jtaaary  13. 

Ordtrti,  That  the  Addnn  to  tha  Prerideot 

<rf  the  ITiuted  StatcB,  In  answer  to  Mb  apaeoL 

bepreaented  by  the  Yioe  Preaident,  attended 


reported  the  addreea  wait  oo  tha  Prerfdoit,  m 
derire  to  be  iafbnned  at  what  time  and  plaea 
he  win  noA-n  the  same. 

Ifr.  Eras,  in  behalf  of  the  oomnlttea,  re- 
ported that  it  woold  be  agreeaUe  to  the  ntA- 
deat  to  reoeire  the  eiSdreaa  of  the  Senate,  In 
answw  to  hia  (;>eeoh,  on  Ihimdaj  next,  at  11 
o'olotJ^  at  hia  own  himae. 

ffxniraBDAT,  Janoary  1& 
JoiTATKur  Euna,  trim  New  Jener,  attended. 
Buuumr  Hawkdib.  from   North  OarDlina, 

appeared,  prodnoed  hu  credential^  and  took 

Mb  Mat. 
The  Vice  Freatdent  admhuaterod  the  o«tiii  to 


THTBsnAT,  Jauoarr  1^ 
Aareaably  to  the  arixx  of  the  ISIh  instmt, 
the  Senate  wuted  on  the  Preddent  of  die  Unit- 
ed Statee,  at  hia  own  honaa,  whue  the  Vice 
Preddent,  In  their  name,  deliTored  to  the  Pre- 
Bident  of  the  United  Btatea  the  address  agneA 
toon  the  11th  instant: 

To  whloh  the  Preaidemt  of  the  United  StatM 
was  pleased  to  make  the  fallowing  reply  : 

OmItMam  .■  I  thank  jon  for  yonr  addraaa,  and 
for  tha  aaaoranoaa  which  it  omtaina  of  attention  to 
tim  amniil  matlnia  aintiaalad  hymn  tn  j-rnir  rnnaiiin 

Raying  on  the  ooatiimaiioe  of  yanr  ezertiona  ftr 
At  piablS)  good,  1  antunpata  fbr  oor   eonutiy   Aa 
nlntaiT  eSbota  of  awight  and  pnident  ooaaaela. 
Q.  WASHINGTOH. 

"Die  Senate  haTing  retained  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  a^onmed. 

Fbidit,  January  IS. 

Ordered,    That  Ueears.  SuMwcacra,    Haw- 

KDfi,  and  P^rassov,  be  a  oommittea  te  briu 

In  a  uU,  in  additkm  to  "  An  aot  to  eataUiu 

the  JndidalOoutatrf  tha  United  Statea." 

WuaoBDAJ,  Jannary  SO. 
On  moticm, 
Stmltfi,  That  Hesn.  Eluwobib,  Maout,  aad 

tee  aa  m^  be  qpdnlad  on  thapaitof  AaHonaeof 
BfljgaaentatiTaa,  to  oonaidw  and  repot  wha  Aer  or 
not  At  bwineaa  bean  prevloai  to  tha  late  a^jooin- 
mant  of  CoDgreaa,  aaaH  now  ba  prooaeded  Is  aa  if  no 
;  nad  taken  plaoe. 


Ordered,  That  a  message  be  e«ittoUieHoaae 
of  BepreeenUtivea,  acquainting  them  herewitl^ 
and  reqaestiog  the  appointment  of  a  similar 
-' thmr  part, 


Thtbsdat,  January  81. 
SoxxBT  HoBBiB  frran  PeniiQ'lraiiia,  atteod- 

A  tnnnnajpi  from  the  Honae  of  AajMeaentatlTea  in- 
nrned  dia  Senate  that  thay  had  agreed  to  Ae  ap- 
poinbnant  (^  a  oconmittae  OS  Aeir  part,  c — '-" — 


.Coo^^lc 


DBBATX8  07  OONGBBSS. 


Hunxr,  Vam, 
anuriltM  Mprint- 

bagan  pnTiam  to  tha 
£11  BowbapnoMd- 


ntlMpat</aa 
•dbuifDi) 


Ifr.  EiuwoxTH,  m  bdiilf  ctf  tbo  "jdnt 
ecaunittMof  tb«  twoEonsea,  appoInMdtooon- 
Met  ind  MpMt  whetiier  or  not  the  bnaiiiMa 
iNfiinpraTlon  to  tbelateB^oamnieiitof  Oon- 
ptti,  ahiU  iioir  be  prooe«aed  In  u  if  no  ad- 
Jonnunrnt  had  taken  place,"  reported. 

Ordtnd,  That  the  oondderation  of  tha  re- 
pcct  be  dafamd  until  VfauS^  neiL 

UoHDAT,  JaniuuT  20. 
Tlw  S«iut«  proeeeded  to  oonrider  the  report 
«f  the  Jnnt  ooianiittee  <tf  the  BenMe  and  Eoose 
«f  BcfmMiitatiTeiL  l^pdnted  the  20th  instaot, 
to  «it:  "that  the  tnudnoM  nnflnubed  between 
the  tare  Hoaaea  at  the  late  acMonnunent  on^t 
to  b«  Ngarded  M  If  it  had  not  been  paaaed  apon 

Aal,  ca  motion  that  the  report  of  the  ocni' 
BfOee  be  poa^cmed,  it  paased  in  the  nega^Te. 

And,  upon  toe  qneation  to  agree  to  the  report 
of  the  ooaunittee.  the  j^eas  and  nays  being  re- 
fidied  bj  one-flftn  at  Uie  Senators  pr«aent: 


:  Bntler,  Dalbm,  Ellswoctk,  Fnr, 
Hnfc^  HeBt7,  Jobono,  Eii«  Soht^er,  vd  Strmg 

mtn— Mi^  BMMt,  Hum,  Imd,  Langdoo, 
]bcl7,  Mortfa,  Patann,  and  Wiugato— 8. 

And  w  it  p«EBed  In  tlie  afflrmatlTeL 

AnditVMi 

htOfd,  TlutAebtidiminifinidMd  between  a« 
tK  TTiiiiHi  It  At  late  adjoontment  on^it  to  be  re- 
t^rlai  u  If  it  bad  act  bean  pM»ai  npm  bj  etthar. 

TnasDAT,  Jannvj  36, 
A  DMMigB  fiom  the  Hoqm  of  BspnaeBtatiTe*  ao- 
Mmeed  theiT  weement  irith  &t  Senate  In  their 
nNlntxn,  that  the  bn^DeM  nnHniAed  between  the 
to*  Hoeeei,  at  die  late  tijaanimtnt,  ongfat  to  be  re~ 
gtlai  « if  it  had  not  been  paaed  ^ca  bj  eUMT. 

TsinaDAT,  Janaarr  3S. 


id  of  the  18tb  of  JannarT- instant, 

totbe  Pierident  of  the  United  Btatea,  reqaest- 
bs  a  ftiTtber  eospenriiHi  of  the  acta  of  CoDsreea 
nqteting  the  dtlnnB  of  the  Btate  of  Rhode 
Iiuiidto  the  perment  of  foreign  tonnage  and 
heigndntWdnring  the  plaasore  of  Oongreea, 
mi  eommtinieated  with  the  Preiddent'a  mee- 
Mge  tUa  daj,  be  retbrted  to  the  lame  oomndt- 


PknuT,  Janoai;  St. 
HumL  JoBsnon,  bom  North  Carolina,  w- 
rta«d,  prodneed  his  oredentialB,  and  took  hia 
nttBOie  Senate. 


TunuT,  Haj  11. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  oonoder  the  repoi 
at  the  oomniittee  i^polnted  the  S8th  of  ApiU, 
to  ooDnder  what  proririixiB  will  be  proper  for 
Oongreas  to  make,  tn  the  present  sesaiao,  re- 
epeotiiig  the  State  €t  Bhode  Island;  whar»> 
npon, 

SetoUied,  That  all  oommeroial  inteieonrse 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  at 
Rhode  Tfiland,  tttxa  and  after  the  first  day  ot 
Jnlj  next,  be  pr(^bit«d,  nnder  suitable  penal- 
ties; and  that  the  Prerident  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  demand  of  the  State  of 

Rhode  Island dollars,  to  be  paid  into 

the  Treasnrr  (rfthe  United  States  bj  tlie 

dajcrf next;  which  shall  bo  credited 

to  the  s^d  State,  in  aooonnt  with  the  United 
States;  and  that  a  bill  or  bills  be  bronght  in 
for  those  Dnnoeee. 

Ordtrti,  That  the  eomadttee  who  bponght 
'    the  abOTe  report  {avpare  and  report  a  bQl 


Tecbsdat,  Uaj-  18. 
Ur.  Eluwobth,  reported,  frcm  the  ooamit- 
tee  appointed  ICa  j  8a,  to  oonsider  and  report 
their  opinion  on  the  question,  when  according 
to  the  oonsUtation,  the  terms  fbr  which  the 
I^eddent,  ^oe  President,  Senators,  and  Repre- 
sentativei,  liave  been  reqieetlTelr  chosen,  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  oommenoed  ;  and,  sIbo,  to 


Ite>&T,  liaj  14 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  conrider  the  report 
of  the  joint  committee,  appointed  the  96m  of 
April,  which  1b  as  follows : 

Tha  wmmitlaa  of  the  Senate,  to  jdn  with  a  oom- 
mittee  appconted  by  the  Boon  of  KepTeMntatirea, 
to  acaiwlar  and  report  their  aj^an  00  the  qneedoo, 
when,  looordiDR  to  the  ConitltQtion,  ^  ti        '~~ 

"'   Oie  Preddent,  V      "     ■'     -    "   — 


I,  haTa  been  rvrndiritj  chant 

b«Te  oommeiwea  j  ud,  alan,  V. 

rider  o^  and  leport  tbair  a^baoa  on,  Koh  other  mat- 
let>  as  tli^  ahoold  ooooaiTB  to  hare  relation  to  this 
qoeetion,  lepoit,  ai  tlw  t^dziion  of  the  eald  jrint  eom- 


1789;  andaoAe  Senalon  of  the  Brat  olaa,  and  the 
RepiMantatlTBa,  will  not,  according  to  tl»  oonitita- 
ti^  be  entitled,  b7  Tiitoe  of  the  nuna  election  bj 
which  Ihejr  bold  nat*  in  the  present  Congnae,  to 
asata  in  the  next  CeMnae,  which  will  be  aaumbled 
after  the  8dd^  or  HaTeh,lT91;  end  Audur,  dift, 
wheoerer  »  ncanoy  ihdl  luvpan  in  the  flMMte  ec 


Goo^^lc 


ABBIDOHBNT  OF  THE 


Snun.] 


Hdom  of  BepitientUiTw,  uid  an  •IsctiDn  to  fill 
■noh  TwwDoy,  tha  pemm  elected  will  not,  •Mordbw 
to  the  con  natation,  be  antttled,  bj  virtne  of  ncli 
ekedou,  to  bold  a  w>t  befood  t^e  tiMie  fbr  whioh  tha 
BeoatOT  or  RqireMntatiTe  in  wboan  itead  niab  per- 
•On  ihcll  have  been  aa  eleoted,  woald,  if  the  vaoanoy 
had  uat  bappCDHl,  have  beta  entitled  to  bold  a  leat. 
That  it  will  be  adiltaUe  for  the  Congraa*  to  paw 
a  U«  or  lam  tot  detennining,  agreeable  to  tba  pro- 
TWon  in  the  firM  uotion  of  the  eecond  aitiole  of  the 
oomtitndon,  the  time  when  the  electon  ibaJI,  in  the 
jeai  irbich  will  tenuinate  on  tha SddajrtrfUaich.  1793, 
•nd  ¥>  in  enrj  fooitb  jt»r  thoreafler,  be  choeen,  mi 
the  di^  OQ  whioh  they  shall  give  ^eir  votaa  ;  for 
deelanug  what  officer  (hall.  In  cane  of  racaocj,  b 
in  the  office  of  Preeideat  and  Vice  Preaideat,  aol 


Preodent; 


r  aetigning  a  public  oJEce  where  the 
liiti,  mentioDed  in  £e  eecond  pangraph  of  the  fint 
■eotiiia  in  tha  aeoood  article  of  the  orautitation,  ihall 
Id  caae  of  vacaocy  in  the  office  of  Pmident  of  the 
Senate,  or  hie  abaenoe  firam  tha  teat  of  Qoraniment, 
be,  In  die  mean  time,  depoiltsd;  and  fbr  dinetiDg 
ttie  mode  in  which  isoh  liita  ihall  be  trananltted : 


That  the  S«Biat«  do  i^tM  to  thla  npest. 


wherenpou, 
Omlitd, 


UoRDAT,  Haj  17. 

The  Ben&t«  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  to  prevent  bringing  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandises  from  tjie  State  of  lUiode  laland 
and  ProTidence  Pluitations  into  the  Utdt«d 
States,  and  to  anthoriEe  a  demand  of  mcoiey 
fhmi  the  uid  State,  and. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  this  bill  be  rooommitted. 

Traao!.!,  Hmj  18. 

Mr.  Oassou,  from  the  oonunittee  appointed 
April  the  28th,  to  wnuider  vhat  proTiriooa  will 
be  proper  for  Oongreaa  to  inak&  in  the  preaent 
sessIoD,  reapeeting  the  State  of  Bhode  liland, 
and  to  whom  it  waa  referrod,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
on  that  BubjecL  reported  Mreral  additional 
claoBes  to  the  bill  to  prevent  bringing  gooda, 
wares,  and  merohandises,  ih^m  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantationa  into 
the  United  States,  and  to  anthorizeademandof 
money  from  the  B^d  State ;  which  report  was 
agreed  to  as  amendmenta  to  tlw  bilL 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  tha  third  reading  of 
tiie  biU  to  prevent  bringing  gooda,  wares,  and 
merchandiaes,  from  the  SUte  of  Bhode  Island 
and  Providenoe  Plantations  into  the  Unitwl 
States,  and  to  antboriie  a  demand  of  money 
fbom  the  said  State; 

And,  on  theqaestion,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  t" 
the  Teas  and  nays  lidng  required  by  (ne-nfth  of 
the  Senators  present,  were : 

Yeas.— Meenv.  Baeaett^  Carrall,  Dalt^m,  ElInTotth, 
Johnioa,  Johnston,  Iiard,  King,  I^angdon,  Moirii, 
Beed,  Echuyler,  and  Strong — 18. 

Nai»,— Mbkot,  Bnller,  EhneT,  Hawkini,  Haniy, 
Lee,  Haclay,  Walker,  and  Wingate — S. 

So  it  waa  StteUad,  That  this  bill  do  pass,  and 
that  it  be  carried  to  the  Hoose  of  BepreaeotA' 
tlvefl  for  oonoorrenoe  therein. 


TriBDAT,  Jane  1. 

The  following  meaaage  was  reosived  from  the 

President  of  the  United  States,  and  waa  read: 

Gmtlmm  gf  Oe  Sntate, 

and  Haute  if  JtcprtKntrtiM  .■ 

Havii^  recetTed  offidal  Infimna&a  of  the  aooee 
rioa  of  £e  State  of  Rhode  laiaud  and  Proridenee 
Plantations  to  the  eonadtatiin  of  Hie  United  atats^ 
I  take  the  eariieet  opportoni^  of  oanumouoatiiig  the 
lame  to  yon.  with  m  j  oongrabdatiau  on  thii  happy 
event,  whioh  nuitei,  nndei  dw  General  Goramman^ 
all  tha  Statei  which  were  oiigioany  eonAdented ; 
and  have  directed  my  SacKtvr  to  laj  bcfoie  yon  a 
copy  of  the  letter  fVotn  tha  Pra^dent  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  State  of  Rhode  Uand  to  tha  Frerfdent  of 
the  Umted  States 


The  following  mesaage  from  the  Freddentnf 
the  United  States,  by  his  Seeretai;,  was  read : 
Ukttsd  Siaim,  May  81,  1790. 

Mr.  De  Poiery  aerved  hi  the  American  aimy  ttm 
aeveral  of  the  laat  yean  of  the  lata  war,  aa  S«on- 
tary  to  M^oi  Oenenl  Ae  Haiqnii  da  Lat^ette,  and 
might  probably  at  the  aams  time  have  obMiaed  the 
oommlaaion  of  Captain  hom  Congraaa,  i^khi  MiHoa- 
tico  to  Oat  body.  At  preaent,  he  ii  an  officer  bi  &« 
Fieneh  Naticoal  Gnaida,  and  tolioit*  a  Brevet  Con^ 
murion  bon  the  United  States  oF  America.  I  am 
aathcriiad  to  add,  that  while  tha  complianoe  wiU  in- 
volve no  expenee  on  our  put,  it  will  be  partteolarif 
giatefbl  to  that  friend  of  Amnloa,  tha  Maiquia  da 
Lafayette. 

I  ttierefoie  nominate  M.  De  Poiery  to  be  ■  Capita 
by  BMvet 

GEOBGE  WASHTNGTON. 

Ordered,  That  the  message  He  tta  oonridera- 


'WEnNESOAT,  Jane  2. 

Aswbed,  That  the  Senate  win  atttnd  tha  ftuwnl 
of  Colonel  Bi^akd,  late  a  member  of  Hie  Honaa  of 
ItepreseaUtives  (tf  Oie  United  States  at  five  o'clock 
tUs  aAemoon.* 

The  Senate  then  entered  on  £xeantive  bn^ 
ness,  and  oonwntod  to  the  nomination  of  U.  De 
Foiei7  to  be  a  Oaptain  by  Brevet^  In  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

WsmnsDiT,  Angnst  4. 
The  Senate  then  entered  on  Eieoative  boal- 
ness,  and  the  following  messsge  from  the  I^»- 
ddent  of  the  United  States  was  read  :t 


•  Bj  taUng  the  hour  of  G  o'elonk  fin  Oa  Auwial,  tha  a*. 
]4iirnnient  of  the  two  Houea,  sad  tb»  Inaa  of  a  dar  waa  ob- 
vlstad,  while  beoomlaf  nspeet  waa  shown  to  the  maiAorT  t£ 
tha  deoeaand  memlier. 

t  Bavlnf  fosnd  a  penonsl  sttendsnea  on  each  ooeaaloni 
InoonTsoleDt,  PrasldeDt  WsablogtoD  adoptsd  the  dmu  of  a 
written  mHsago  Vo  uUa;  tlie  idrlsa  and  eoiiMDt  of  the 
Seaate  to  the  tonnatliHi  at  th«  trtallM  wblefa  he  Jndgnd  to 
benHHsary.  Hi.  Folk  AUawed  this  flmn  ta  o 
tha  Benata  on  tha  Ortftai  treely  ef  ISU 


Goo^^lc 


BEBATE8  OT  OONQSEftS. 


BT,  ino.] 


UnnD  Sr^m,  Aogiut  4th,  17S0. 
OndMit  ^  (As  &MX*  .- 

In  ccatqumce  of  the  gBimal  princriples  agraed  to 
b  tU  Senate  in  Aogut.  1789,  the  adjiutiDeDt  of 
(£■  temii  </  1  tim^  is  far  adTkneed  between  the 
Uiilttd  Statu  Bod  a»  CUcb  of  tin  Creek  Indrana 
Wttn  in  ^  dtT,  in  behklf  cf  thtnuelres  mnd  the 
iAaleCnA.Sa.tioa. 

In  pnpering  th«  articlee  of  ibu  tteatj,  die  prannt 
unnnnMDti  of  the  trade  with  the  Creelu  h«Te 
euueJ  miicli  embananmeati  It  wenu  to  be  well 
(HotaiBBd,  tbmt  the  tnde  ii  elmod  eiclumvel;  in 
lit  luiidi  of  m  campanj  i£  Britiah  merchtnla,  who 
bj  unemm^  make  their  importation*  of  gooda  from 
E^hI  into  tbe  Spaoiah  Dola. 

At  llw  bade  of  the  &3iKtM  it  ■  main  meatx 
of  tbeb  poUlical  management,  it  istbenfbra  Dhrioiu, 
flat  the  Umtad  SUtM  cannot  poesan  any  Mcority 
far  ^  ^erfonnaiioe  of  tnatiai  with  tlu  Creeka, 
>Ua  their  tnde  ia  liable  to  be  intecrapted,  or  with- 
Ud,  It  Ae  e^nioe  of  two  fbieign  powen. 

Bane*  it  beceram  an  ob^eet  of  real  impoitanoe  to 
1^  Mw  etianiida  fv  the  oommene  of  the  Craekt 
flna^  the  United  States  Bat  thii  opeiatlon  will 
n^iBi  tfane,  ai  Om  pretoit  wm^meiita  oannM  be 
*J<My  Iwofcen  without  the  greataat  nolatioo  ct 
r*Hh  ui  morale 

BSmsfan  ^peara  to 
■MaitiBla  of  B  Un^,  ■ 
wyaBJwthii  maewge. 

It  Um  Senate  iJuoTd  m^ttire  any  fiather  axplana- 
^  the  SecnUiy  of  War  wUI  attend  them  for  that 


The  Pnddant  of  the  United  &Mm  pats  tb» 
fijlowisg  qasBtiai  for  the  conrideration  &nd 
tdnce  ot  th»  Senate :  If  It  ahonld  be  fomid 
Heotitt  to  k  treaty  for  the  firm  estkbliahment 
of  pMoe  with  the  Oraek  nation  of  Indiana, 
thK  a  article  to  the  following  effect  should  be 
■ncttd  therein,  will  sooh  an  ardde  be  proper? 


SECBET    ABTICUl. 

ne  eemmaiTiB  naeaaaarj  for  Ote  CitA  nation 
All]  be  eanied  on  through  the  porta,  and  bj  the  citi- 
»  of  the  Umled  States  if  nbitantlU  and  eflbo- 
M  aiiMMiiuuli  iliall  be  made  tar  that  pncpoae  b; 
AiCsiteirstateB,  m  or  beftn  the  lit  day  of  At^nit, 
m  tbeoaand  Mven  hnndnd  and  ninety-two.  In  the 
MMB  tine,  the  lald  oammeioe  may  be  euiled  on 
flnn^  iti  praaent  ohanneli,  and  acoording  to  ita 
gnant  regnlntianh 

Aadwhereu,  the  trade  of  tbrtaid  Creek  naUon  ii 
Mar  carried  whollj,  or  ininoipally,  throng  die  teni- 
tiDM  of  Spain,  aiM  obattnotloni  thereto,  may  hi^ipen 
kf  war  ar  pmUbiQana  cf  the  Spaoiih  OoTonunaDt : 
k  ii  tfcarefiira  i^ieed  between  tbe  laid  partiea, 
IhU  in  the  erent   of  inch  obitmctioni  happening. 

It  dull  be  lawfdl  for  nch  peraona  aa 

Ml  ilaaijiaft^  to  intredoee  into,  and  tnuuport 
flna^  d»  Hrriterie*  tf  the  United  Statea  to  the 
nsBtiy  (/  Iha  a^  Creek  nation,  anj  qnandty  ti 
podiS  wst««,   and ■--->'-- 


rtba,  in  any  one  vear,  rix9  tl 

■hat  free  ban  any  iatiaa  or  imp 

kat  ail^jaet  to  aooh  regulatiraia  tOr  goar^ng  againat 

«baae,a*thaDiA«d  Stala*    '""    '-' 


6eO.  WA3HINQT0M. 
Uhitkd  SrATEa,  Angut  4tb,  1T90. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ooniider  tbe  message 
from  Hie  Preeideiit  of  the  United  gtetes  of  this 
di^;  whereopmi, 

jRaolvtd,  That  the  Senate  do  advin  and  oooaent 
to  the  eieeotion  of  tbe  secret  article  refeired  to  in 
the  maaaoge,  and  that  the  blank  in  >aid  artiole  be 
filled  with    the    woidi  "  Fnddenl  of  dw  United 


WBDKKStiAT,  Angnet  11. 

The  Senate  den  entered  on  Ezecntive  biut- 

neas ;  and  tbe  fbUowing  message  was  received 

and  read,  from  the  I^«sident  of  tlie  United 
Btataa: 

UwmD  SrAm,  Angnit  II,  1T90. 
U  Smatt ! 

Jkithimgi  the  treaty  with  the  Creeka  may  be  re- 
garded aa  the  m^n  TonndatiiHi  of  the  tntan  peaoe 
and  pro^MTity  of  the  aonth-weitem  (rmitiei  of  &a 
United  Statea,  yet,  in  order  fiilly  to  eAot  ao  deaira- 
ble  an  otyeot,  die  tnatiei  whiidi  hare  been  entered 
into  with  the  □tbO'  tribea  in  that  qnaMar  mnat  b« 
UdiUly  peribnned  oo  anr  part. 

Dorins  the  lait  year,  I  laid  befim  the  SeData 
aparticdar  atatamentof  the  cue  of  the  Cbarokeea. 
By  a  iderenee  ta  that  p^qier  it  will  appear,  that  the 
Unked  Statea  fbrmed  a  treaty  with  the  Cherokeea  in 
Noranber,  17S5 ;  tbrt  the  eaid  Cberokees  tbsrdiy 
planed  themaalvea  onder  the  protectiiHi  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  a  bonndai^  aiiugned  them ;  that  the 
white  peopla  nettled  on  ths  frontiers  liad  openly  violat- 
ed the  said  boniHlaiy,  by  Intradlng  cm  the  India* 
lands ;  that  the  United  SUtea,  in  Congraaa  uaem- 
bled,  did  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1TB8,  ianie 
their  proelamation,  fintiddiiw  all  auch  nnwarranta- 
Ue  intnialaD^  and  enjmned  all  thoaa  who  had  settled 
upon  the  hnntii^  grounda  of  the  Cherokeea  todniait 
with  their  bmihee  and  efieot*,  witbont  loss  of  tune, 
aa  they  wonld  answer  ttiur  disobedience  to  iht  in- 
jonctionB  and  prohibitions  aiprcaaed,  at  their  periL 

Bat  information  haa  been  reoeived  that,  notwith- 
standing ^  laid  treaty  and  procUiaatJoa,  upwarda 
of  five  hnadred  familes  have  aettled  on  the  Chen^ae 
rely  of  thoaa  settled  between  tbe  fork  of 


Frenui  Broad  and  Holstein  Siren,  mentioned  in  the 
aud  trea^. 

Al  the  obstmctiona  to  a  proper  oondoct  on  thia 
matter  have  l»en  removed  ainoa  it  waa  mentioned 
to  die  Senate,  on  the  22d  of  Xugagt,  1789,  by  the 
aeeeodra  ot  North  Carolina  to  the  present  Union, 
and  the  ceaaiDni  of  the  land  in  qneidon.  I  ahall  oon- 
orive  mynlfbonDd  to  exert  the  powers  intmstodto  me 
by  the  oonrtltation,  in  older  to  oany  into  faithful  ei- 
ecntioa  the  tntely  of  Hopewell,  imle«B  it  shall  be 
thought  proper  to  attempt  Co  arrange  a  new  boundary 
with  tlie  ChenAeei,  embracing  the  settlementa,  and 
oomnfmwting  the  Cherokeea  for  the  oeasiona  they 
ahall  make  on  the  oooauon.  On  this  point,  tliercfore, 
I  state  die  fbUowii^  qoestlona,  and  request  the  advio* 
of  die  Senate  thereon  : 

1st.  Is  It  die  jndgmant  cf  the  Senate  that  orer- 
toraadiaUbemade  Id  the  CheK^ees  to  arrange  a  new 
botuidary,  •»  aa  to  embraoa  the  •ettlemeati  mad*  Iiy 
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ABBIDOHENT  OF  THE 


a  ths  taM^  c/Oq^swdl,  in 


Hnqviah,  hddiw  the  oooopten  of  ths  U 
Ue  to  tlM  UniM  SMm  tor  lu  niw  t 


GRa  WASmHQTON. 

Agread^br  mualnioiu  oonaeot,  to  ^|oaeed 
to  the  ooa«idenU<Hi  at  Aii  memago,  wbere- 
upon, 

Saolvtd,  Thti  ttg  Sanits  do  mM»  ksd  oouant 
tlut  the  Prandrat  of  Ai  Uoited  Stilu  do,  al  hij  di>- 
ontion,  oaon  tha  tna^  oooclDdod  at  HopMraU  with 
the  CherokM  Indiaoa,  to  ba  oairied  into  eiecaHm, 
acoordlng  to  tba  taiuu  dianof^  ci  to  enter  Into  ar- 
langementa  ibr  inch  fdrtbei  oeaiaDi  of  tarritai7, 
tnm  the  aaid  Cbanikaa  Indkiia,  aa  tlie  tranqaillit; 
■od  intaivM  of  the  Uiiltsd  SUIM  may  reqnin ;  pn>- 
Ttdad  tba  aiini  which  m^be  itiinlatad  to  bepaMto 
dw  CIwTiAee  Inifiaiia  4o  not  ezoaad  ODe  tboaaand 
doUaia  anBoallj ;  and  pivriled,  ftntilMr,  that  no  par- 
aen  who  ihall  haTS  takan  poaMtioB  ^  anr  luda 
wiAtn  tanitorj  aangned  to  the  laid  Cbanikaa  Ib- 
diana,  b^tlM  Mid  baatj  of  Hopew^  rtiall  Iw  oca- 
fliroed  in  anj  inoh  poaaaaioiu,  bat  b^  a  oonii4i«Qoe 
with  moti  tanni  aa  Ckngreu  ma/  beiaaftar  pieaoribe. 

Betshei,  In  caae  a  new,  or  other  bonndaiy  than 
that  (tipotated  br  the  Ina^  of  HopawvU,  liull  be 
oODchided  with  tbe  Cherokee  Indiana,  that  the  Sen- 
ate do  adviaa  and  oootent  lobniDlj  to  piarantea  the 


TemaanT,  Angtut  13. 
„e  fhxu  the  House  of  B«preaenta- 
tivee  informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoiue  of 
Kepreaentativea  having  finished  the  boBinese 
before  them  are  about  to  a^onrn.  agreeablj  to 
the  vote  of  th»  two  Eoosts  of  Oongress  on 
Tneadar  ni^it 

On  motion, 

Xnahtd,  maaimmlf,  That  ths  Ihaoka  of  die  Sen- 
ate be  gifen  to  the  coiwintioD  i£  the  d^  of  Kew 
YoA  for  the  eiegant  and  oooTaaient  aooomnodatlinu 
icovldedfor  Congrata,  andOiBt  aoq>f  of  thianaolvG 


be  SBcloaBd  In  A*  ftflewing  Ii 


r  fron  the  VIm 


Hew  ToK,  Aogut  IS,  ITM, 
Sm :  It  la  widi  gnat  pkaiore,  that.  In  obedlBM 
to  U  order  <£Aa  Senate  of  the  United  Stats,  Iban 
the  hmiap  to  eoelote  tbcjr  reatdntian  of  tUi  itt», 

-I.-.. . dy,gp,Bitoi  and,  la  behalf  «( 

that  JOB  wiB  be  pleaaed  to  cod- 
todieocapi>B&oaofthed^,  ud, 
at  the  HUM  lime,  ognify  to  thMO,  that  it  ii  tbe  wiih 
of  flie  Senate  diet  £e  oorporatloB  will  peimH  ndi 
aitfaka  of  fimltnn,  Ac  now  in  tbe  Cltj  HaB,  u 
have  be«o  pnrridsd  In  Cotuaga^  to  remain  fbt  da 
a«>oftfcathnI14lng. 

I  am,  ^,  yen  moat  obedient  hmnble  aerran^ 
JOHN  ADAMS, 


To  the  Major  of  die  oit7  of  Kew  York. 

The  Senate  then  altered  oo  Ezeoativt  bnat- 
neei,  and  proceeded  to  oonrfder  the  meM«e 
troai  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Btatea,  otHtt 
7th  of  Aogni^  1790,  ocmmBnioetijig  a  tiea^ 
entered  into  with  the  Ohiefa  of  the  Greek  na- 
tion of  Indiana. 

And,  (HI  the  qneadon  to  adviee  and  otnuent 
to  the  ratifloalian  of  tbeeud  tr«aC;,  made  with 
the  Greek  nation,  uid  reArredtoin  tbenieHut 
of  the  Prerident  of  the  United  St^  lA  the 
7th  of  Angiut,  ITW;  the  veas  and  dbti  w«ra' 

Sailed  bj  one-fifth  of  uie  Senatore  preaect, 
.were: 
Teab.— Maaars.  Cairoll,  Dalton,  Elkworth,  FoMr, 
Hawklna,  Hanrj,  .Miniini,  Johnatoo,   Inrd,  Oaf, 
Lee,  Falertoa,  Read,  Sdin/ler,  lad  Staolon— U. 
Nna.— Meaan.  Butler,  Few,  Oima,  and  Valb* 

The  Senate  reaoming  Oteir  Legidatln  dur- 
ftoler, 

OnUred,  That  the  Beoretarr  aoqaaint  tbi 
Honee  of  Representativee  that  tite  Senate  hav- 
ing finished  the  Logid&tive  bnsineea  befon 
them,  are  about  to  at^oom,  agreeably  to  dw 
vote  of  both  Honaee  of  Otmgrew  of  the  lOth 
inataot. 

And  the  Yioe  Freaident  a^onmed  the  Senate 
aeotvdini^,  to  meet  <m  the  flrat  Htmiiy  la 
Deoember  next. 
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FIRST  CONGItESS.-SECO}n)  SESSION. 


PBOOXEDIMOS  AND  DSBATB8 

THE  HOUSE  OF  RBPRE8ENTAT1VES. 


IfOBDAT,  SvOM^  4. 

'Hm  foDowing  is  &  Ust  of  the  Uemben  oont- 
poting  tbe  Houm  of  Bepreaentativw : 

Nffi  BaMipdiiM— N10B01.U  Oiuum,  Sunm 
ImaMOBS,  and  Aim.  Fosima. 

Ml— liiiiwtrii  T^niT¥B  Aitm,  Elvbtdok  Obmt, 
T*-"""~    GooDHDk,  Jga^TBui    Gbovt,   Gbobqs 


S°fy*».    JOKATHAK      StVBOU,     JOVATHAI    TBUM- 

HU,  and  Jkbhoah  WABawozTB. 

Nnr  Yoik — EoB^  BnooH,  WiuuM  Flots, 
Jnoi  Haisou,  JiHtmAH  Tu>  RKnuLuB,  Joair 
Liw^mc*,  wad  Pm  Sti.vdtsk. 

Ka«  Jsn^ — Elus  Boudixot,  Ludebi  Cad- 
WAiAiJKK,  jAim  ScHDSnua,  M>d  Tboius  SramoK' 

FiBiiBjlTaDia — OamaB  CLTim,  Tnoiua  Fiim- 
■OM^  TBMUa  Habtut,  DAJitKi.  HnsTR,  F.  A. 
Mbwj— »,  Sptair,  Peikb  Huhlbthcbb,  Tbo- 
XII  ScKin^  and  Hnnr  Wnnoar. 

Mann — JoHaTnrara. 

IbiTknd — DAinMi.  Cabbimi,  Bbuamdi  Cork 
Obubub  Galb,  Joshua  Sbket,  WnAJAV  Smith,  and 
Hmbad*  JsmnEB  StokRi 

V1iglid»— TaRODOmOK    Bi.Ain>,    Josv    Bbowb, 

lUAC     COL^     SaXCEI.    GbDTIM,     KiCHABD    BliABD 

^:i^  Stxn  MAonoH,  irrs^  Ahdbkw  Moob^  Jom 
Faob,  *■»""—-  Whuk,  and  Jo«iab  Fabb^ 

BoaUi  CandlnB~Ei>A«M  Bmax,  Daiobi.  Hnais, 
ViLLUM   Skith,  Tbohas    Sckibb,   and    Taoaua 


fluaa'*     *— ""-  BAbDwn,  Jai 


Mr.  SoBinuEUAiT,  Hr.  Paoi,  avd  Ur.  Ijb  tOtA 
tieir  fleata, — Ho  qnomm. 

Tbdssoat,  Jianirr  t. 

JoBTATBAH  Btdbsib  and  Jkuwah  'Waim- 
woBte,  inxa  Oonneoticnt ;  Jbuxmiah  Yak 
RkbWlabb,  from  New  Tork;  Daniel  Oa»- 
ROLL,  from  ICaryUod ;  and  Gbobsx  Uathkwb, 
from  Qeo^^  q)peaiiAgBad  UMng  thdr  loatg. 
a  qnoTDin  of  th«  whole  Honae  vaa  pr«Mnt ;  of 
vnioh  the  Senate  were  infiinned. 

The  Spkaxkb  lud  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
4th  instant,  reqaeetlng  that  when  there  shall  be 
a  sufficient  nomber  of  the  tiro  HonaH  <J  OiXr 
Kr«aa  aasembled  to  proceed  to  hnrineaa,  he  may 
be  infcnned  of  it ;  and,  also,  at  what  tiaM  and 
place  it  will  be  oonvemoit  for  Oongreaa  that  he 
ahoold  meet  them,  ia  coder  to  make  some  oral 
oommimioatloiu  at  Qm  oommenoement  of  their 
eeirioD ;  which  was  reftd,  and  ordered  to  lie  <») 
lAe  table. 

from  the  8enat«  infonned  the 


The  SraAXKB  and  twentj-flve  other  member^ 
Ti(:  Mem.  FoarsK,  Qiuuv,  I^mofosx,  Aus, 
Qaxwr,  Ooodkoi,  Oboiit,  Pabtbiime,  Thator- 
B,  SuxKAX,  Bmnos,  rutto,  Lawaxirox,  F. 
HraLxmiBs,  Boon,  ftonr,  Bxowi^  0<heb, 
&nwrm,  Wnnt  Bdikk,  Hdokk,  Smith, -(of  S. 
0.]t  Toikkb,  and  Balswib,  ^^wared  and  took 
iMor  aeeli;  bat  not  being  a  qaomm,  they  ad- 


TnnuT,  JanBary  6. 
Mr.  BoDsaroT  took  hb  aeat— No  qwRnm. 


Home,  that  tber  had  appointed  a  oramnittee  on 
tbeir  part,  Joinu j  with  snoh  committee  as  Bhall 
be  ^)pointed  on  flie  part  of  the  Honie,  to  wdt 
wa  the  PreddHit  of  thie  United  Btatee,  and  netdilr 
him  that  a  qnomm  of  the  two  Honiee  had  ae- 
■embled,  sod  will  he  ready,  in  the  Senate 
Ohamb<T,  at  saoh  time  as  he  ahall  m>oint,  to 
reodve  any  oommonioatjona  whioh  ne  sbal] 
think  proper  to  make. 

Ifoaare.  Giuuk,  Aua,  and  Bxim,  were  thai 
appc4nted  a  committee  on  the  pert  of  the  Honae 
for  the  purpoee  expreeaed  in  the  mcowge  from 
the  Senate. 

It  was  then  ordered.  That  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  Jonmal  of  the  last 
session,  and  to  report  therefitim  all  snoh  mAt- 
tera  of  bnMneas  as  were  then  depending  and 
nndetermlned,  and  a  committee  was  app^teiL 
con^aUng  of  Jfeasts.  Bouddtot,  Shbuiak,  and 
Wmn. 

Raaleti,  TiaX  two  Chapldni  of  diAreot  danoml- 
DBlieni  ba  appofatod  to  CongnM  Ar  Oa  iriiiBt 
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H.  wK] 

•eufon,  MM  lij  Mch  Horns,  who  ihall  mtaichan^ 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Olerk  of  the  Hoa»e  do 
otOTj  the  Mid  reK>lnti<Hi  to  tba  Senate,  and  de- 
Mr.  GiuuH,  fiW  the  committee  ftppointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
paraaant  to  the  order  of  this  daj,  reported  that 
thej  had,  according  to  order,  performed  that 
serrice,  and  that  the  Preddent  wae  pleased  to 
Bay  he  would  attend  to  make  his  conunaiiica- 
tiona  to  both  Hooaee  of  Congren  b>-morrow 
morning  at  11  o'dook. 

Fxn>AT,  JanoatT  8. 

^KBT  Vinxoop,  from  PemujlTania,  ap- 
peared, and  took  Ma  seat. 

The  Speaker  and  members  present  attended 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive  the  Presideot 
of  the  United  States,  who  addressed  both  Houses. 
HU  address  will  be  fonnd  in  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  and  the  members  of  tlie  House 
having  returned  from  the  Senate,  a  oopf  of  the 
Preeident'R  speeoh  wm  read,  and  oommitted  to 
ft  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House  on  to-mor- 
row. 

The  Jonnal  wu  tlten  read  bj  the  Clerk. 

itr.  BoiiDiBOT  moved  to  oorreot  the  title  bj 
■biking  oat  all  the  words,  after  dedaring  it 
merelj  the  Jonmal  of  tlw  Hooae  of  Bepresan- 
tatiTea. 

After  some  flirtber  de«nltoi7  convenatioii, 
the  title  of  the  Jonmal  wM  eetablialied  bj  a 
Tot«  of  the  HooM,  as  follows:  < 


At  B  Mnion  of  the  Caagnai  of  Umted  Statu,  be- 

rand  hold  at  ths  <dtj  of  N«w  York,  ^m  Houdaj 
4th  day  of  Jinauy,  ITSO,  being  tiie  eeoood  MS- 
•ioD  of  the  First  Cangreu,  held  mider  the  [n«esi>t 
CwMitiitioa  ae  GOTenunsnt,  for  the  United  Sutei, 
being  the  daj  ^painted  by  Iiv  for  the  meeting  irf 
the  preient  wnioQ. 

On  the  farther  reading  of  the  Uinntes,  Mr, 
TKaTosKB  ofaMrred,  that  a  eall  of  the  Eooae 
whloh  had  taken  place  at  Oie  meeting  was  not 
entered  on  the  Jotmial 

Ur.  Paki  was  sorrj  to  find  an;  gentieman 
indst  npon  the  entry  of  a  mBanre  which  was 
not  completed.  He  was  oonoemed,  likewise, 
that  he  iud  not  been  liere  to  answer  to  his  name, 
bnt  he  was  delsTed  aeveu  da^  b;  head  winds, 
and  two  d^s  hj  extreme  hadiieea  ot  the  roads. 
Under  anch  cironmatancea,  he  thought  the  gui- 
tlemen  who  were  so  fortnnate  aa  to  get  here  in 
time^  deserved  little  more  credit  thas  those  who 
were  plnnging  at  tba  risk  of  their  lives  tbroo^ 
almost  insQperable  diffionlties.  He  hoped  it  was 
not  intended  to  ildgmatiae  gantlenMa  who  did 
not  deserve  it 

Ur.  'Wbttk. — If  the  absentees  were  from 
tiie  ronoto  States,  there  wonid  be  some  indeli- 
caof  in  otderiog  a  oall  of  the  EoDse  U  so  earij 
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a  period  of  the  searion,  becanae  there  mi^t  be 
natural  uiavoidable  impedimenta  to  prevent 
their  punotual  stteodaaoe,  but  he  had  obaerved, 
that  tiie  abaenteee  were  moatlj  from  the  nei^- 
boring  States,  Oonneotlait,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  and  Peonsjlvania ;  and  some  of  the 
members  had  declared,  thej  would  not  ooma 
until  they  were  informed  that  there  was  s 
Eoose.  Now,  in  order  to  make  the  Joomal  a 
true  transcript  of  what  had  reallj  paae6d  in  the 
House,  it  was  necessary  to  have  thia  tvll  in- 
serted; for  the  motion  waa  regnlarlj-  made, 
seconded,  and  oarried;  tie  abeenteea  were 
noted,  and,  after  some  time,  they- ware  called 
agun,  and  thoaa  who  were  known  to  be  a<^ 
or  on  their  way,  were  apologiiod  for,  and  ex- 
ousad ;  here,  indeed,  the  business  tenninat^d, 
and  Utey  were  not  ordered  into  the  custody  <w 
the  Sergeantrat-aims.  After  these  rema^a,  ha 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  did  not  move  to 
have  it  inserted  on  Uie  Journal,  and  was  nncon- 
cemed  about  it 

Ur.  liAwazKOa  hoped  Qm  call  would  not  b^ 
entered  on  the  Jouiial,  if  )t  was  mtended  to 
reproach  the  conduct  of  tJie  absent  membera^ 
for  he  waa  very  wdl  eatiafied  in  his  own  mind, 
that  few,  If  any,  of  th«n  were  gnilty  of  ne^^eot- 
ing  their  duty. 

Mr.  Wadswoicth  likewiee  hiroed  the  ent^ 
would  not  be  made.  He  had  left  hcone  a  wool 
ago,  but  hod  been  detained  by  head  wiqda.  He 
d^^  to  say  that  thia  would  be  found  to  be  the 
ease  with  respect  to  a  number  'of  other  gentle- 
men ;'  and  as  far  as  his  knowledge  went  wif^L 
relation  to  such  as  wero  absent,  it  was  on  ne- 
oeesary  oooasioos. 


Ur.  Pastbtogx  did  not  wish  to  Btigmaiia« 

ly  genHttaan  by  an  entir  of  thia  kind  <»  the 

JooraalsL   He  meant  nmply  that  the  foot  shonld 


appear  as  it  really  happened  In  the  Hooae; 
however,  as  the  bnsinees  had  not  been  com- 
pleted, he  would  withdraw  his  second  to  the 
motion  for  having  the  entry  made. 

Ur.  Paob  sud,  no  new  stigma  oonid  be  rfr- 
oeived  by  lum  or  his  ooUeflgue,  (Mr.  Lbx.) 
By  the  entry  on  the  Journals,  it  appeared  they 
were  not  here  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  but  on 
Wednesday  it  is  said  that  John  Page  aod  B.  B. 
Lea  appeared,  and  took  their  seats;  wwse- 
quent^,  what  he  had  said  oould  not  be  ocm- 
strued  to  favor  himself  or  his  colleague,  bot  it 
was  generally  for  those,  who  had  nob  been  able 
to  get  here  so  soon. 

The  motioa  for  entering  on  the  Jonisab  the 
call  of  the  House,  was  withdrawn. 

BATtTBOfcT,  January  0. 
GxoBSx   Oltvxs,    from   P^uisjlTania,   a^ 
peared,-and  took  bis  seat 

Seeretarj/  o/^  T^muwy't  Siport. 

A  )etl«r  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary. 

of  the  Treasury,  was  read,  informing  the  Honse 

that  agreeably  to  their  resdation  of  the  Slat 

of  Be{««nber,  ha  had  prqwrad  «  Flan  for  Q» 
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■opport  of  the  Public  Credit,  and  thkt  he  was 
rMOj  to  report  the  Bune  to  tlua  Honse,  when 
dicy  ihoDM  be  pleased  to  reoeive  it. 

It  wti  propMed  that  Thnndaj  next  be  as- 
rign«d  for  this  purpose. 

Kr,  Gebbt  wished  to  add  to  the  motion,  tliat 
it  ihonld  be  made  in  writing. 

Mr.  BouDiHoT  hoped  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tieasor;  might  be  permitted  to  make  his 
npoit  in  pereon,  in  order  to  answer  snch  inqni- 
riMMlhe  members  might  bediapoeed  to  make, 
fiv  it  vai  a  jostiflable  snrmiHe  ui&t  gentlemen 
would  not  be  able  dearly  Ut  oomprebend  w>  in- 
triotc  •  snljjeot  without  oral  illnatration. 

Mr.  Clthkb  expioaaod  Mxne  doabta  with  re- 
Bwt  to  the  pnmriety  of  reoeiving  oral  oommn' 
JUCMkins  fcxm  the  head  of  such  an  important 
dtptrtmmt  He  waa  rather  inclined  to  think 
tliit  nch  comniimications  ought  to  be  in  writing. 

Mr.  Ajos  conceived  it  to  be  the  dnt^  of  the 
HoDM  to  obl^n  the  best  information  on  any 
nljeet;  bat  on  this  very  important  one  they 
OvgtA  to  be  particuld^  carefol  to  get  it  fi-om 
the  higkeet  lonrce.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Kiry  ia  i  most  important  and  responuble  of- 
ficer; the  delictt^y  of  his  aitofttion  required 
tYtrj  indnlgenoe  to  be  extended  to  him,  that 
had  (  tendenoy  to  enable  him  to  qomplete  the 
irdiioDs  nndertabing  in  which  he  was  enEaged. 
It  Toald  be  a  real  miafortnne  that  a  s^ntary 
Mnaore  thonld  be  defeated  for  want  of  being 
mdoatood;  yet  the  most.  advaQtageoiis  plans 
m^  miacarry  in  their  paasage  throngh  thi« 
Houe,  by  reason  of  their  not  being  dearly 
ampreh^ed.  He  hoped,  therefbre,  that  the 
financier  would  ^x  authorized  to  make  snoh 
nmmimications  and  illnstrationa  aa  he  judged 
ivwarj ;  hnt  he  wished  these  oommnnicationa 
to  be  in  writing ;  in  this  ahape  they  would  ob- 
taia  a  degree  of  permanency  bvorable  to  the 
r«q)oi«I^ity  of  the  offioer.  while,  at  the  same 
fillip  they  woald  be  tots  liable  to  be  mimi>dtt> 
Mood. 

Mr.  BcmoM  obaerved,  that  the  SeoretAry  at 
thg  Treaanry  was  directed,  by  a  reeolotitni  of 
tlH  last  sewion,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  sap- 
pcM  of  pnbUc  credit,  and  to  report  the  same  at 
tin  BiwUn^.  The  point  to  be  settled  ia  wh»- 
tba  it  ahall  be  dtme  by  an  oral  oommnnioa- 
tioii,  or  tnmBmitted  in  writing !  In  the  former 
■vderof  the  Honse,  thia  point  was  nntonched, 
■ad  the  Secretary  was  left  at  his  disoretdon  to 
prepare  bimaelf  for  reporting  in  either  way ; 
MUMjiiMitly  when  we  have  filed  the  time  for 
reeeiTiag  bis  report,  be  may  make  It  in  the 
■MMr  for  which  be  is  j^epsMd ;  hot  no  donbt, 
tbii  officer,  actuated  b;  motives  of  deference 
■ad  re^tect,  will  oonform  to  any  role  the  Honae 
BM7  think  proper  to  eqioin. 

Mr.  GiKKT  ooneeived  it  wonld  be  neoeHsry 
the  Beo«Ury  dtonld  be  antboriMd,  by  a  vote 
<f  the  Honae,  to  ^ve  enilanatlonB  to  his  plana. 
This,  he  was  not  ezpreMly  authorized  to  do  by 
"'  f  the  last  sesaiDn,  which  confined  him 


suppose  himself  capal>le  of  oomprebending  and 
combining  the  parts  of  a  general  ey»t«m,  caloO' 
lated  to  produce  anch  a  grand  effect?  In  a 
plan  for  supporting  pablio  credit  may  be  com- 
prehended every  speoies  of  finaooe.  The  Secre- 
taryj  under  such  an  order,  ma;  propose  an  ex- 
tension of  yonr  impost  to  entire  new  artides, 
an  inoreaae  of  some,  and  a  diminution  upon 
others.  He  may  propose  an  introdactjon  of  a 
system  of  excise ;  with  sll  these  he  may  com- 
bine duties,  stamps,  and  direct  taxes.  Oan  the 
human  mind  retain,  with  any  great  degree  of 
decision,  olitects  so  extensive  and  mnltifariona 
npon  a  mere  oral  communication  t  Thia  oon- 
sideratlon  alone  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  indaoe 
gentlemen  to  agree  to  his  proposition  of  making 
the  report  in  writing ;  but  his  proposition  ex- 
tended still  farther,  it  went  to  give  him  a  right 
to  lay  before  them  his  explanations,  if  he  thinks 
explanations  necessary. 

On  the  question,  the  reaolntioo  for  receiving 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  in 
writing,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

I'retidenft  i^iteeh. 

On  motion,  the  House  now  resolved  itself  Into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Preudent'a 
Speech.    Kr.  Baldwin  in  the  chur. 

Hr.  SioTH  (of  S.  0.)  proposed  a  resolution 
that  an  address  be  presented  to  the  President, 
in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Ilonses,  assur- 
ing bim  that  this  EoQse  will,  without  delay, 
proceed  to  take  into  their  serions  consideratioa 
the  various  and  important  matters  recommend- 
ed to  their  attention. 

Mr.  Whtte  thought  this  motion  hardly  anffl- 
dent;  it  was  too  general  to  warrant  a  sdeot 
oonuoittee  to  dr^  that  particular  reply 
which  he  hoped  the  Honse  was  disposed  to 
make  to  every  part  of  the  Preddent'a  speech ; 
he  therefore  b^ged  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
it,  and  permit  him  to  substitute  one  in  its  stead, 
which  he  read  in  his  place. 

Mr.  BovDisoT  thought  the  proporation  Inst 
read  by  the  honorable  gcntieman  from  Virginia 
mnch  superior  to  that  proposed  by  hia  worthy 
friend  fWim  South  Carolina.  It  must  have 
stmck  every  gendeman  that  there  were  other 
matters  contained  in  the  Speech  deservins  of 
notice,  besides  those  recommended  to  Uodr 
serious  oonsideratioa.  There  was  informatitm 
of  the  recent  accession  of  the  important  State 
of  Korth  Carolina  to  tie  Constitntion  of  the 
United  States.  This  event  ought  to  be  reoog- 
nized  in  a  particular  manner,  according  to  its 
importaiMse ;  and  he  presumed  to  think  that  its 
importanoe  was  of  the  very  first  magnitude. 

A  desoitory  eonversation  now  took  place  cm 
amending  the  original  proposition  in  anoh  a 
manner  as  to  embrace  generally  the  snlfjecta  of 
the  speech ;  when,  at  length,  it  waa  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

Setolted,  A«  tb«  seoM  of  thi*  commiRM^  that  u 
■ddrau  be  proenled  bj  the  Honae  to  tha  Pieaident 
of  the  United  State^  in  aniwer  to  his  apeech  to  both 
Hooaai,  with  aaionuioaa  that  tbia  Honae  iriD,  without 
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Vhereapon  TtotBra.  Sidth,  (of  B.  0^)  Olt- 
UB,  and  Li.irsKHOK,  were  «piMHiited  a  com- 
mittee to  prepftre  the  uid  addraH. 

Uoin».T,  J«ntuu7  II. 

JoM.THur   TacifBirLL,    from   Oonneotioat ; 

John  HATHoiar,  from  New  York ;  Hid  Asdbxit 

Uooas,  from  Yirgiiiia,  ^tpeared,  and  took  tbeir 

aeatfl. 

Antwtr  to  tAt  I^rttidenfa  Speteh, 

Ur.  BuTH,  (of  South  Oarolinfl,)  from   the 

oommittee  ^ipoisted  for  the  pnrpoee  of  [)repar- 

ing  an  addreae  in  Muwer  to  tne  Presid^t'i 

qwech,  presented  a  report ;  whioh  being  read, 

Ur.  Pask  moved  to  go  into  a  OcHninittee  of 
the  Whole  (Hi  the  same  to-monov,  which  waa 
agreed  to. 

ToxaDAT,  Jannarj  13. 

Afreeahly  to  the  order  of  the  dn'  Hie  Honse 
resoWed  itsdf  into  a  Oommittee  of  uie  Whole  on 
the  addreee  in  answer  to  llie  Prendent's  speech 
to  both  HonsBH. 

Ur.  Baldwin  being  placed  in  the  chair,  the 
addren  was  read  as  fouowi : 

va  qf  tia   Simie  if  . 

Prmiat€f&i  UnHtd 

Tlie  BtpicMotatiTaa  ct  tlw  people  ct  &e  United 

States  hiTe  tiJceo  into  eonndcntioD  yonr  neecb  to 

both  HonM  of  Coognaa  st  the  openiiig  of  dm  prea- 

We  redproote  Tonr  congntalatioDi-<m  flia  . 
B<m  of  North  Cuolliia ;  an  enmt  whli^  while 
(Batiinoaj  at  tfas  iseieaiiiig  good-will  tovarda  tlte 
OorenimgDt  ot  the  Union,  eaimat  ful  to  |pTe  mddi- 
tioml  dig7iit7  and  atrength  to  the  Amerloas  Bi^iab- 
lie,  ah-eadj  lisiiig  in  the  eatimatiDn  of  fiie  voild  in 
--■'---'   '        ■         '   BBpectahnity. 


nhsTa  not  prored  di 


if  the  la     . 
■tiatactoiy  to  oor  oonMICa- 


•nl^  iftndt  n*  mneh  enooaragemaiit  at  thla  jane- 
ton,  trlieo  m  are  itaaming  the  ardoona  '~  '  '' 
lugljlmijiig  for  ao  extenaiTe  an  emjare. 

Nothing  can  be  mise  gntiiyinr  to  the 
stiTea  of  m  free  penile  than  the  rnBectiai,  that  their 
labon  are  Tewarded  hj  tba  qiprobation  of  their  fel- 
low-adzena.  Under  Cilia  impreaaiou,  we  ahall  make 
erei?  eiartioTi  to  Te&Uie  their  axpectaljaui  and  to 
■aeon  to  them  thoee  blefldngi  which  ProridsDoe  baa 
placed  within  the[r  reach.  Still  pKonpted  ly  the 
aame  deidn  to  promcM  their  inlaraata  ^lioh  then 
Bctnated  na,  we  aball,  in  tka  [n««at  ueAn,  dih- 
gently  and  anxioody  ptaaoe  tboaa  meaama  whii^ 
ahall  appear  to  oa  coadadve  to  that  end. 

We  concur  with  70«  in  the  awtimeiit  that  ■grienl- 
tore,  commerce,  and  matmftotana,  are  eatiued  to 
legialatiTe  protenliai,  and  that  the  promolion  of  sci- 
ence and  Uteratnre  will  coDtribota  to  the  aecnri^  of 
a  Aee  OoremmcDt;  in  the  fitim»  of  our  dalibeta- 
tieoa,  wa  ahall  not  lose  a^il  (c  otgeoti  aa  worthy  (^ 


Then 


a  andwd^tym 


[•  irideh  joa  hare 


pear  to  na  eaaantial  to  the  tranqniUhj  and  welbra  it 
the  tJnioo,  and  claim  oor  earl;  and  moet  aeriona  ont- 
aideratian.  We  ahall  nooeod,  withont  delar,  to  be- 
■tow  DD  thurn  tliat  cahn  diacossion  which  Oiair  im- 
portaooe  nqm'ra. 

We  re^iret  diat  die  pacific  arrangementa  pBraBed 
with  regard  to  certain  boetQe  tribes  d  Indiana,  haia 
not  been  attended  wiOi  that  iacc«ss  which  wb  had 
teaaon  to  expect  from  them  ;  we  shall  not  hestate  Id 
amcor  in  aach  fOitiier  meaaorea  ai  ma  j  beat  obiian 
any  ill  eSbcta  irtiich  micht  be  appreheoded  froan  Aa 
failure  of  Iboae  negotianoni. 

roar  approbation  of  the  vote  of  Aia  Boom  at  ^ 
laat  aeaooB,  reapeotiDg  the  proviiico  fSw  tba  pohGe 
aaditoTB,  ia  very  accwtable  to  ns ;  the  pnfrar  nada 
of  cairyiug  that  iMolatiOD  into  effect,  being  a  aob- 
ject  in  which  the  fiitnre  character  and  happioeaa  </ 
Iheie  Statea  are  deeply  involved,  wiQ  b«  anuit^  tlw 


The  pfo^etitr  of  the  United  Statea  ia  ttia  prinuoj 
object  M  an  our  dehbentioaa,  and  wa  cheridi  Ae  le- 
flection,  that  ereij  measora  which  we  may  ad<^  ftar 
Ita  adTancament,  wtD  not  on^  rectire  yonr  i  Imnifiil 
concmranea,  but  wID  at  the  aame  time  daiivw  ftnn 
jfoni  cod^Noatioa  additional  efficacy  in  inamiiu  to 
oor  AUow-eitiBena  the  bleaanga  of  a  frea,  ■**>'■««'»*, 
and  eqnal  GoTornment. 

FBED'K  A.  HUHLENBEKG, 


Mr.  BocntmoT  moved  to  strike  ont  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  third  paragr^di  "  the  infbim*- 
tioD,"  because  the  House  were  posaeseed  of  tlua 
knowledge  by  other  means :  they  had,  dnring 
the  receas  of  CongresH,  an  o[uortiuuty  of  coo- 
stdting  their  oonstitDe&ts,  ana  cooid  therefor* 
eay  of  their  own  motion,  that  the  meaaares  of 
the  last  «e8Rioti  have  not  proved  itiaaKtMnatorj. 
Kr.  Ci.TiaB,  aaoneofthe  committee uip<Hnt- 
.  to  prepare  a  report,  had  agreed  to  Uia  ad- 
dress, bnt  he  did  not  think  himself  predodad 
from  agredng  to  whatheaappoeed  wonUbean 
amendment  The  words  appeared  to  him  ne- 
ceasary,  aa  the^  were  strongly  implied,  inaa- 
mnohastheaddreBS  was  in  answer  to  the  q>eech 
of  the  Preaident,  wbioh  reallf  contained  aooh 
Informatiou. 

Ur.  Bxnn  (of  South  OemUna)  oont«iadad, 
that  the  Home  had  no  information  with  respect 
the  satisiaotion  their  oonstitaeiita  eipeii^oed 
the  meaanrea  of  the  last  seesloD,  except  what 
was  contained  in  the  Preeident's  speetdi.      He 
ot  preenme  to  deny,  bnt  every  individual 
member  of  Oongrees  might  have  received  infor- 
mation of  this  mature  in  privat«  conversatioa 
with  the  pec^le,  bat  no  official  commoniaatMKL 
oonld  possibly  be  got  at ;  it  waa  therefore  neoea- 
aary  to  recognize,  in  the  address,  the  qoarter 
from  whence  they  drew  that  information ;  in  thia 
view  he  considered  the  words  neoeasary,  and 
hoped  thej  wonld  be  retained. 
Mr.  BouMNOT  meant  to  avoid  the  idea  Uiat 
was  from  the  Execntive  alone  they  drew  thia 
information,  when  it  was  a  notoriooa  &at,  per- 
~  'tptible  to  Qotnmon  observation. 

Mr.  Lawbkmob  said,  the  Eieontive  was  Uia 
propM-  sooroe  to  dnw  oaoh  Infonnatifm  from, 
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■od  bs  wu  verj  h^j  to  iMrn  It  frun  bo  re- 
q»MUbie  k  quarter ;  ne  thwdbrehiJIied  it  would 
be  permitted  to  ranain  in  the  report 

Tite  qoMtiM)  WM  now  taken  fbr  itrildng  oat 
Uta  woida,  and  it  paned  in  the  n^ative. 

It  waa  then  moTed  to  strike  oat,  In  the  f  rat 
Bne  or  the  fourth  paragrapii,  the  word  "  gnlaSj- 
ing"  and  insert  "gratefbL" 

Hr.  Wadswokth  did  not  mean  to  call  in 
qnestitai  the  right  of  geollemen  to  amend  the 
addreM  in  what  manner  thej  thooglit  proper, 
1>tit  he  wonid  just  remark,  that  the  oompomtion 
of  two  or  three  gwitlenien,  done  with  delibera- 
Vtaa  and  ooolnees,  generallj  had  more  elegance 
and  pertinency,  than  the  patchwork  of  a  large 
Haembly.  He  ahonld  uerefore  vote  ag^nat 
ererj  alteration  that  went  to  nothing  more  than 
to  diange  tiie  stjle ;  id  gentlemen  were  disposed 
to  oodtend  for  prindple,  he  shonld  listen  to 
than  with  attention,  and  decide  according  to 
the  beat  of  bia  Judgment,  bnt  he  reall;  ooDceiv- 
ed  it  to  be  a  waste  of  time  to  disonss  the  pro- 
prietf  cd  two  each  terms  as  gtateM  and  grad- 
fjdng. 

Hr.  Faob  hoped  that  gentlemen  wonld  pro- 
ceed to  amend  the  addrees  in  snofa  a  waj  as  to 
t  dep«e  of  perfection.     He 

.     _  .  a  hia  fMlinga  hart,  provided 

tbey  oonld  be  wtiA  to  be  hart  07  changing  the 
Jaognage  of  hia  moat  brorite  |m>dnotion,  than 
that  an  address  ihoold  go  from  this  bodj-  with 
taj  incorrectzkeea  whatever.  He  hoped  the 
Hooae  would  alw^^a  critidae  npon,  aoike  oat 
and  amend,  whatever  matter  was  bef<M«  them 
with  boldnesa  and  beedom.  And  he  wonld 
obaerre  to  gentlemen,  that  the  most  reSned  and 
aocnrate  writers  were  never  ashamed  to  have  it 
■aid  of  them,  that  they  blotted  oat 

Xr.  Whiti  moA,  that  every  gentleman  had 
an  andonbted  right  to  take  the  aenae  of  the 
Hooae  npon  an  amendment,  and  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  oonsklered  as  a  reflection  apon  those 
idM  drew  np  the  addreee. 

Ur.  Wamwobth.^  not  pretend  to  be  a 
critic,  bat  tiioD^t  he  nnderatood  the  meaning 
of  the  words  gratifjring  and  grateflil,  and  be 
eoncaTcd  the  difference  to  be  too  trifling  to 
ef^age  the  attention  of  the  Honse.  He  hoped 
t^^he  had  been  as  modest  as  a  man  cosld be 
fai  hia  obeervatifm^  and  waa  sorry  to  have  drawn 
hia  worthy  friend  from  Yirginiainto  any  aeveri- 
tiea. 

Hr.  Thxtohkr  apprehend  the  meaning  of 
theae  two  words  to  be  the  same,  and  Hm  reoep- 
tioo  of  either  was  only  important  as  it  related 
to  the  measnrc  or  harmony  of  the  period.  Now 
tfacM  gentlemen  who  are  qnalified  to  decide 
tliis  point,  mi^t  vote  for  the  aubatitnto ;  bot  for 
Ui  part  he  waa  very  well  satiafled  with  it  as  it 
atood. 

Mr.  SriTzoia  wished  the  sentence  atmck  ont 
aKosether,  beeanse  he  did  not  ooncaive  the  aa- 
aertaon  to  be  trm;  for  he  did  believe  that  there 
was  soaiething  which  eonld  and  ongbt  to  be 
more  gratiiying  to  the  repreaentatives  of  a  free 
people  than  tM  reflection  that  their  labors  are 


rewarded  by  the  approbation  of  their  fUlow-<nti- 
Eens  ;  to  be  sore  it  was  agrateftil  reflection,  bnt 
there  was  one  mnoh  more  so,  whioh  waa,  that 
their  labors  had  tended  to  advance  the  rul 
intereetB  of  the  people.  If  it  is,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  onr  highest  ambition  to  promote  the  general 
interest,  it  must  be  roost  gratifying  to  ns  to 
leam  that  we  have  attained  that  desirable  Mid. 

Hr.  Pagi  had  only  heard  some  expreesionB 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ckinneotiont  (Hr. 
WADBwonTH)  which  he  imagined  bad  a  tendency 
to  diaconrage  the  Hoose  bma  maljng  neoenary 
atterationa;  bnt  he  was  oonvinoed,  from  the 
known  candor  and  impartialilj  of  that  gMitle- 
ratu,  that  he  moat  not  have  fbUy  oomprehend- 
ed  his  intentions,  and  therefore  iMcged  to  apo- 
logia to  hhn  for  any  thing  he  might  have  said 
partaking  of  severity. 

The  qneetion  was  now  pat  for  striking  ont 
"gratifyins"  and  inserting  "gratefld,"  and 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  then  agreed  to  the  rmort, 
rose,  and  the  Ohairman  reported  it  wiuiont 
amendment, 

Mr.  Speaker  bdng  seated  in  the  chair,  the 
address  was  read  agun  andnnanlmonaly  agreed 
to  by  the  House. 

It  was  then  moved  that  a  committee  be  vp- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United. 
States,  to  learn  ftara  him  at  what  time,  and  In 
what  place  he  wonld  receive  this  addren^ 
Heesra.  Sicth,  (of  South  Carolina,}  Oltub^ 
and  Lawbikcx,  were  ^>pointed  the  oommittee 


WmnmAT,  January  IS. 

Bkn/uon  HmnnroTOB,  ftum<  Oonneotiont ; 
Lakbxbt  Oadwalamb,  from  New  Jersey: 
Dakixl  HiierkK,  from  Petmsylvanla,  and 
WnxuK  SviTB,  frvra  Haryland,  appealed  and 
took  their  seats. 

Hr.  Skith  (of  Soath  Oarolina)  reported  that 
the  Freeident  wonld  be  ready  to  receive  their 
addrees  to-morrow  at  IS  o'clock. 

TnuBsnAT,  January  14. 

THKonou  Sbdowioil^  from  Hasaatdiusetta, 
and  Thouab  Habtlit,  from  Pennsylvania,  k^ 

tared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Hooae  then  went  and  preaentad  the  ad- 
drasB  to  the  President  to  whioh  the  Presldeiit 
was  pleased  to  make  liie  fbllowtng  reply : 


recaivB,  wiih  pleanre,  tba  MMnnoM  yon  ^ve 

,  thkt  yon  will  dilinntly  and  aniionalT  ponms 

inch  mcunrei  ai  dull  uipear  to  yon  oootlncfTe  U 
the  Interests  of  your  oonitjnunb ;  ud  thst  an  early 
■od  Mriooj  con^daraUim  will  be  given  le  &■  vaciou 
ind  m^ty  matters  noomoMnded  by  me  to  yew 


ttontion. 

I  bava  fbll  oonfidence  Out  year  ddibnatiaiis  wfll 
omtinne  to  be  direetad  by  an  udf^Moed  and  vl^ 
tnoiu  MOl  for  the  hairaliMU  of  our  oonntry. 

GEO.  WASmNQTOK 
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'PsjDi.r,  Itaiaarj  15, 
Jakbs  Jaoksov,  from  Georf^  appaared  and 
took  Ilia  seat 
Ur.  Habtlxt  moved  an  a^onnimrait,  when 
]£r.  Faob  rose  and  said,  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Eotue,  before  the^  a^jonmed, 
to  a  Bnbject  whioh  he  thought  of  impoitanM, 
ittd  which  ought  no  longer  to  be  in  the  nnde- 
dded  ttata  it  had  been  in  sinoe  the  last  sesmon ; 
it  waa  thia,  whether  the  penooa  who  had  token 
down  sad  pnbliihed  the  debaUa  of  the  House, 
})j  the  tadt  oonsuit  of  the  members  daring  the 
Uet  avf&fm,  and  who  had  withdrawn  from  the 
aeate  tttej  then  held  in  the  Eoiue,  to  the  gsl- 
laj,  during  thia  aesdon,  might  not  Tetnm  to 
'  liM  same  seat&  He  snppomd  that  the;  had 
tDodeetly  withdrawn,  on  the  anppoeitiwi  that 
the  debate  wMoh  took  place  Jnst  before  the  ad- 
toumment,  showed  th^  the  sense  of  the  mem- 
bars  was  sgwist  their  littjng  in  the  House;  but 
the  dontrarj  was  the  ease;  that  he  knew  their 
pnblicatioDB  had  given  great  satisfkction  to 
many  of  the  constitnenta  of  that  Honse;  that 
tfae  Hoiue  was  wplanded  for  ita  ocHidDct  on 
tltat  occaraon,  botu  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
had  tieen  highly  commended  for  it  in  some 
British  publications ;  that  he  was  aniious  thst 
the  diOTt-hand  writers  should  resume  their  seats 
in  the  HoQSe,  leat  it  might  be  insinosted  bj  the 
jealonB  enemies  of  oar  Oovemment,  that  the 
Honse  of  Bepreaentativea  were  more  republican 
and  indulgent  the  last  seanon  than  tlus ;  that 
removing  those  writers  t«  the  gallerT-,  was  but 
a  step  towards  removing  them  from  the  Honse, 
and  that  this  snsnicion  woold  be  increased  hj 
droumstanees  which,  however  innocent,  oaj 


le  doors  of  the  gailerj 
had  been  two  dsjs  shot,  the  Hoose  had  made  a 
parade  through  the  atreeta,  and  had  displayed 
their  eagie  in  their  hall'  thAt  these  drcum- 
stanoes,  if  fbllowed  by  uie  eiolnsioo  of  the 
short-hand  writers,  might  spread  an  alarm 
which  ought  to  be  avoided ;  he  therefore  hoped 
that  those  gentlemen  who  had  retired  to  the 
gallery  might  be  informed  that  they  might 
tnm  to  the  seats  thej  oocnpied  in  the  1^  e 
don — that  he  avoided  makuig  a  regular  motion 
to  this  effect,  becanse  he  knew  that  some  worthy 
membera  who  wished  to  admit  those  writers, 
or  any  others,  did  not  think  their  admisdon 
onght  to  be  sanctioned  by  vote,  and  appear  on 
the  Jonmals,  lest  that  mi^ht  sanction  and  au- 
thenticate erroneous  publications;  but  that  if 
be  should  not  discover  that  the  sense  of  the 
members  present  was  in  fiivor  of  the  ideas  he 
had  expressed,  that  to-morrow  he  wonld  bring 
fcH-ward  a  motion  made  by  a  member  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Tuoksb,)  last  session,  for 
that  pnrpoM,  ior  he  had  no  fears  that  a  vot«  of 
the  Honse  to  authorize  the  admission  of  saoh 
writers,  wonld  make  the  House  answerable  for 
tlteir  pnblioationB. 

Ur.  B^ABTLBT  wtthdrew  Ifis  motion  for  ad- 
Jonrmnent,  in  order  that  the  snbject  alluded  to 


by  the  gei^eman  from  'Virginia  (Mr.  Pass} 
might  be  nonentood. 

Mr.  Wnm  said,  be  felt  averse  to  enter  into 

pontive  reaolntion  for  the  admiinon  of  any 
person  to  take  down  tfae  debates,  bnt  wiabed 
them  permitted  to  a  convenient  seat  witliin  the 
bar  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  with  greater  aa- 
curacy.  But  he  feared  that  a  vote  ot  the  Hoom 
wonld  give  a  sanction  to  the  detula,  whic^  Uie 
pnblicationa  onght  not  to  have.  Kot  that  ba 
thoDght  them  worse  than  similar  pabl>cati<HH 
in  ouer  oonntriM ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thon«^( 
them  better,  if  he  Judged  from  what  bad  fbUen 
under  his  partionlsr  obsarvation,  and  what  hs 
recollected  to  have  from  others.  He  did  not 
wish  a  pomtive  motion  for  the  admisdon  of 
shart-hsiid  writers,  becanse  gentlMnen  nuglit 
object  to  a  vote  of  the  kind,  and  he  should  be 
very  loth  to  discourage  pnblicatitws  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  he  was  well  ocravineed;  he 
knew  they  had  given  great  satis&ction  to  the 
people  of  America,  and  it  was  a  aatiafoctioa  at 
which  he  would'  not  deprive  them.  Although 
these  publications  had  not  given  an  exact  md 
aoourate  detail  of  all  that  psased  in  Congnn^ 
yet  their  information  bad  been  pretty  fnll,  and 
he  believed  the  errors  not  very  many ;  thostt 
that  were  made,  he  supposed  to  arise  rather 
from  haste  or  inadvertence,  than  from  derign. 
He  was  convinced  <^  this,  from  the  dispodtion 
the  pnblishen  had  manifested  to  correct  any 
errors  that  were  pointed  out,  and  the  puns  they 
sometimes  took  to  ask  gentlamen  what  were 
their  particular  expreedons,  when  they  eith^ 
did  not  hear  distiuotly,  or  did  not  comprehend 
the  speaker's  meaning.  He  wished,  therefijra, 
the  bosinees  might  go  on ;  -bnt  dlently,  as  it  had 
heretofore  done,  without  the  eipresi  approba- 
tion of  theSouse.  He  was  foUy  convinced,  that 
neither  the  editor  of  the  Register,  nor  any  other 
man,  hut  the  members  of  the  Honse,  had  a  right 
to  a  seat  within  those  walls,  without  the  ctm- 
sent  of  every  member;  but  he  thought  this 
consent  would  be  tacitly  ^ven  if  no  gentlemaa 
opposed  th«r  introdnction,  and  In  this  w^  he 
most  heartily  ocmourred. with  his  ocdleagne  in 
agreeing  to  the  admiadon  of  such  persona  as 
thought  themselves  qualifled,  and  were  inclined 
to  t&e  down  and  pnMsh  their  debates  and 
proceedings;  he  should  be  glad  to  see  them  in 
the  seats  they  had  last  session,  but'  he  sfaonld 
object  to  the  vote  b^ng  entered  on-the  joumab 
of  the  House. 

Mr,  BoDDisoT  tbonght  the  mode  proper  to 
be  pnrsoed  on  this  oeoadon,  would  be  to  give  a 
discretionary  power  to  the  ^leaker  to  admit 
such  persons  as  he  thought  proper.  Under  such 
a  regulation,  short-hand  writers  nd^t  be  ad- 
mitted, without  giving  to  tbdr  pnUioatitHu  any 
dwree  of  legislative  authority. 

Mr.  Tbatohkb  hoped  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tenticflt  of  gentlemen  to  confine  the  bndness  to 
one  persMi  only,  because  othere  might  q>pear 
of  equal  oapadty,  and  equally  deaerving  m  en- 
ooursgement. 

Mr.  Pabb  aaid,  he  did  not  wish  to  oonSoe  tha 
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vote  to  anj  two  or  three  writers,  he  cared  not 
bow  msnj  were  admitted.  It  oa^t  to  be  re- 
membered, that  he  taid,  when  this  sabject  was 
before  the  Honae  M  the  U«t  aession,  that  he 
law  DO  reoMHi  wb  j  Ur.  Fimio  ehonld  not  be 
within  the  Honae  aa  wall  a«  Mr.  I^^m,  insteAd 
rf  being  in  the  gallery.  He  had  no  objection 
to  adn^tting  any  nomber  of  short-hand  writers, 
int>Tided  they  did  not  inconunode  the  members. 
Ur.  Smith,  ((^  South  Carolina.) — I  do  not 
wish,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  eiclnde  otbera  from  a 
oonraiient  seat ;  bat  at  the  same  time,  I  think 
tbow  who  were  here  before,  have  a  pre-emptton 
TJgfat  to  the  best.  I  assure  yon,  sir,  I  am  sonr 
for  the  Ion  of  tbem  off  tiie  floor,  beoanse  I  think 
thdr  pnblicadons  had  a  salntary  tendency.  It 
has  been  taid,  that  it  was  the  deaign  i^  the 
siioTt-hand  writers  to  give  a  partial  repreacnta- 
tioo  of  onr  prooeedings.  I  believe,  if  the;  are 
not  correct^  given,  it  is  owing  to  tbe  hnrry  b 
vbk^  bosinesa  of  this  kind  is  condnoted,  and  I 
am  eavBnned  in  tiiis  opinion,  by  some  errors 
whioh  I  have  disooverea  in  the  publication  of 
oar  ptowwdliy.  Itwaa  s^d  that  a  committee 
was  apptnited  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  preeer- 
ntkn  and  safe-keeping  of  the  aeeowiti  of  the 
Doited  States.  I  tbtragbt  within  myself  that 
W9  were  not  so  tenaoions  on  this  head,  tJiereftire 
sD^Mcted  some  mistake,  and  on  considting  the 
JncrBals  I  fbnnd  that  a  committee  had  be^  tf- 
pmnted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  sBJ^keepinr 
and  preaerration  of  the  aett  of  the  Unitea 
Statoa.  Tbo  similarity  of  the  letters  in  those 
two  WOTda,  and  the  great  abridgment  short- 
hand writers  are  obliged  to  make  for  the  sake 
of  expedmon,  may  have  cansed  him  to  snbeti- 
tota  the  one  for  the  other.  In  another  place  I 
found  a  greater  bhmder  still ;  it  was  said,  that 
tlie  Honae  had  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
n^nlatifm  of  the  harbert  at  the  United  States ; 
tbs  atmck  me  as  a  very  gross  misrepreeenta- 
lioa,  tor  I  oonld  hardly  believe  that  the  Legisla- 
tore  c€  the  tTniw  wonld,  at  ao  early  a  day,  at- 
tempt to  nsnrp  an  authority  not  vested  in  them 
1^  uie  WHistitotion,  and  tut,  too,  over  a  body 

_. ^1^^  conld  at  any  lime  pnt  an  end  to 

ny  Willi  tlie  edge  of  the  razor;  bnt  on 
_  the  minates  in  this  case,  I  fbnnd  that 
a  bQI  was  broi^t  in  for  the  mnlation  cf  the 
Aarto*  of  the  United  Statea.  Upon  the  whole, 
I  brieve,  inaconrate  18  this  w(^  IS,  it  has  givKi 
to  our  oonttitnent«  great  MtiB&ction,  and  I 
Aonld  be  gtad  to  see  our  Aryvt  restored  to  his 
farmer  ritnation  behind  the  {^Maker's  chair, 
ftmi  whence  ha  ooold  both  see  and  hear  ^s- 
tinotly  every  thing  that  paned  In  the  Honae. 

TnsDAT,  Janaary  19. 


TxDHxanAT,  January  SO. 
Janss  HunsoH  and  Joaun  Fabkks,  from 
Tirtpnia,  appeared  and  took  their  seata. 


TnUBSDAT,  Jannary  SI. 

QzoBoi  LionABD,  from  UaBBachnsetta,  Pstkb 

S^LVMrBB,  from  New  York,  and  TBOMiLS  Jm- 

Biuoxa,  from  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and  took 

their  seats. 

UoNDAT,  Jannary  SG. 

Ceiutuafths  Unwn, 

The  Honse  resolved  into  Committ«e  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  providing  for  tie  actoal  wm- 
meration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
Ur.  Baldwir  in  the  chair. 

Ur.  Uadisoh  observed,  that  they  had  now 
an  opportonity  of  obtaining  the  most  nseM  in- 
formation for  those  who  shoold  hereafter  be 
called  npon  to  legidato  for  their  conntry,  if  this 
bill  was  extended  so  as  to  embrace  some  other 
objects  besides  the  bare  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitAnts;  it  woold  enable  them  to  adept 
the  pnblio  meBsnree  to  the  particular  circnm- 
stances  of  the  oommonity.  la  order  to  know 
the  various  int«rests  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  necessarythat  the  description  of  the  several 
classes  into  whioh  the  oommmiity  is  divided 
should  bo  accurately  known.  On  this  knowl- 
edge the  Legislatore  might  proceed  to  make  a 
proper  provision  for  the  agncultural,  commer- 
viid,  ana.  manntkoturiug  int«reata,  but  withoat 
it  they  could  never  make  their  provisions  in  due 
proportion. 

This  kind  of  [nibrmation,  he  observed,  all 
Legislatnres  had  wished  for ;  bnt  this  kind  of 
information  had  never  been  obtained  in  any 
country.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  present  opportnnity  of  accomplishing 
so  valoable  a  purpose.  If  the  plan  waa  porsaed 
iu  taking  every  future  censua,  it  wonld  give 
them  an  opportonity  of  marking  the  progress 
of  the  Bodetj,  and  distinguistung  the  growth 
of  every  interest  This  would  flimish  ground 
for  many  naefo]  calculationa,  and  at  the  some 
time  answer  the  pnrpose  of  a  check  on  the  offi- 
cers who  were  employed  to  make  the  enume- 
ration; forasmnch  as  the  aggregate  number  is 
divided  into  parts,  any  imposition  might  be  dis- 
covered with  proportionable  ease.  If  these 
ideas  meet  the  approbation  of  the  House,  he 
hoped  they  would  pass  over  the  schednle  in 
the  second  danae  of  the  bill,  and  he  would  en- 
deavor to  prepare  something  to  aooomplish  this 
ottkot 

The  committee  hereupon  agreed  to  pass  over 
the  part  of  the  bill  alluded  to. 

Mr.  LivxBuoBX  moved  to  amend  the  last 
danse  ol  the  bill,  by  striking  out  all  that  related 
to  the  mode  of  compensating  the  Uarshal  and 
his  assistants,  whioh  were  specified  sums,  pro- 
portioned to  the  service,  and  to  substitnte  a 
provision,  anthorizing  theUarshal,  or  his  assist- 
ants,  to  receive  from  every  male  white  inhabi- 
tant above  the  age  of  twenty-one,  five  cents ; 
and  ot  the  owner  of  every  male  alave,  of  like 
age,  three  cents;  reserviiw,  for  hie  own  r— 


f^ur  cents  out  of  every  Svo,  and  paying  the 
cent  to  the  UarabaL    He  thought 
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thia  wat  Bit  equitable  tax,  igrettable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitatioa;  tbAt  it  might  be  ool- 
leot^d  with  ufetj  and  utiafootioD;  while,  on 
the  ot^r  lumd,  the  mode  proposed  ia  the  biil 
would  be  eztremel7  inconTeaieDt;  it  would 
di^w  a  oooaiderable  sam  oat  of  tlie  TreaBur7, 
wbieh  their  present  eitoation  did  not  enable 
them  to  spare. 
On  the  question  this  motaon  was  lost 
^be  committee  then,  after  maHng  some  small 
«  and  reported  progreas. 


Thttbsdat,  Jannarj  38. 

Stport  of  th«  Saentary  of  th»  TVaomry. 

Ur.  Ames  observed,  that  the  sntyeot  of  the 
Secretary's  report,  on  the  means  of  promoting 
pnblio  credit,  ia  the  order  tor  this  day ;  bat 
when  I  consider  the  dicnmstanoee  nnder  which 
this  order  was  entered  into,  I  am  indined  to 
wish  for  an  extension  of  the  time.  It  will  be 
recoUeoted  that  this  report  was  ordered  to  be 

firinted,  in  order  that  the  members  might  have 
t  in  their  hands  for  conMderation ;  when  this 
-  was  done,  it  was  expected  that  the  printiiig 
wonld  be  more  expeditioaalf  ezeonted  tnan  the 
event  has  demooatrated  it  eonld  be,  of  oonse- 
qnence  onr  time  for  deliberation  has  been  ear- 
thed ;  and  those  gentlemen  who  were  against 
eo  earlj  a  daj  liefore,  will  think  the  present  ra- 
ther prematare.  In  order  to  accommodate 
them,  I  shall  move  yon  a  longer  day  than  other- 
wise I  might  be  disposed  to  do;  and  if  I  am  ae- 
oonded,  I  move  that  tbe  order  of  the  day  be 
postponed  till  next  Holiday  week. 

!Mj.  Jaokboit. — The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory,  Mr.  Speaker,  embraoea  sab- 
jects  of  the  utmost  magnitiid&  which  onght  not 
to  be  lightly  taken  up,  or  hastily  oonolndod 
npoD.  It  qipears  to  me  to  contain  two  impor- 
tant objeota,  wmQiy  ot  onr  moat  serions  and 
Inde&tdmble  disquisition.  The  first  is,  tliat  all 
tdea  itf  diaorimination  among  the  pnbUo  credi- 
tors, as  original  holdere  and  transferees,  ought  to 
be  done  away;  and  on  this  head,  I  most  own  to 
Tou,  sir,  that  I  formerly  coincided  in  something 
Uke  the  same  opinion,  bnt  drcnmstanoes  have 
ooourred,  to  make  me  almost  a  convert  to  the 
other.  Binoe  this  report  has  been  read  in  this 
HOQse,  a  spirit  of  havoc,  speoolatlDn,  and  miu, 
has  arisen,  and  been  ohenehed  by  people  who 
had  an  acoeea  to  the  Information  the  report  oon- 
tained,  that  wonld  have  made  a  Bditmat  blnah 
to  have  been  cimneoted  vrit^  though  long  in- 
ored  to  preying  on  the  vitals  ot  his  feDow-men. 
Three  veasus,  rir,  have  sailed  witUn  a  fortnight 
from  this  port,  freighted  for  speculation ;  they 
are  intended  to  pnrdiase  up  the  Btate  and  other 
aeoarities  in  the  hands  of  the  uninformed, 
though  honest  citizens  of  North  Oarolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Qeot^ia.  Mr  soul  rises  indignant 
at  tiie  avaricious  and  moral  turpitude  which  so 
vile  a  conduct  displays. 

Then,  dr,  as  to  the  oUier  ol^Jeot  of  the  report, 
the  assumption  of  the  State  debts  by  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  it  is  a^question  of  delicacy  as 


IJttmuor,  1T90L 

well  as  importance.  The  Stales  oo^t  to  be 
consulted  on  tliis  point,  Bc»ne  of  ihem  may  be 
agfunst  the  measnie,  bnt  sorely  it  will  be  pru- 
dent in  us  to  delay  deciding  upon  a  sotgeot  that 
may  give  umbrage  to  the  community.  For  my 
part,  before  I  decide,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
the  sentimenta  td  the  Legislature  of  the  Btate 
from  which  I  oome,  and  whether  it  would,  in 
their  opinion,  be  more  ooudndve  to  the  general 
and  partionlar  interests  of  these  TTnited  States, 
than  Mtaining  them  on  tb^  preaeot  footing.  I 
bnst  I  am  not  dngnlar  (u)  t^  P*^'i  ^^'  S^**" 
tlemra  detnrotie  of  deciding  on  nil  innnnataco, 
will  not  only  wish  for  the  sense  of  the  legiala- 
tnrea  of  the  several  States,  but  of  evwy  bidi- 
vidual  also.  Perhaps  gentlemen  of  the  neigh- 
boring States  may  think  it  proper  to  take  np 
this  bosinees  at  an  early  day,  because  they  oan 
learn  the  desires  of  their  oonslitnentB  in  a  short 
time;  bnt  let  those  gentlemen  ccmsider  for  a 
moment,  that  the  distant  States  onght  to  have 
an  equal  opportunity,  and  we  cannot  bear  tiie 
voice  of  Geoi^ia  in  a  week,  nor  a  month.  I 
should  therefore  be  as  much  in  the  dark  on 
llonday  week,  as  I  am  at  present;  I  would 
wish,  if  the  poel5>on6ment  is  intended  to  answer 
any  vslnable  purposei  that  it  should  be  extend- 
ed to  a  longer  period.  I  think  the  firat  Mon- 
day in  May  would  be  suEBcientiy  aoon  to  enter 
npcm  it,  and  ah^  therefore  move  it.  In  this 
tim«^  the  State  Legislatures  may  have  con- 
vened, and  be  able  to  give  us  thdr  sentiments 
on  a  sulgeot  in  which  tiiey  are  so  deeply  etm.-' 

Mr.  BoDDiKOT   agreed  witii  the  honiwahls 

gentleman  who  was  last  np,  that  this  subject  is 
8  matter  of  the  highest  tmptotanoe,  and  worthy 
of  due  deliberation ;  that  speculation  had  risen 
to  an  alarming  height;  but  this  oonidderation 
bade  him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  only  measora 
which  could  put  a  stop  to  the  evil,  that  i^  up- 
preoiating  the  pnblio  debf,  till  the  evidences  m 
the  hands  of  the  creditors  came  to  their  proper 
value.  I  also  agree,  sud  he,  with  the  gentle- 
man, that  it  would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  have 
the  sense  of  the  State  Le^slatures,  and  every 
part  of  the  community,  because  it  wonld  tend 
to  ducidate  the  snlj^ect ;  but  we  should  not  be 
led  by  visionary  pursuits  to  defer  a  businese  <^ 
this  magnitDde  too  long.  I  think  we  may  go 
into  a  Oommitt«e  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
week,  without  coming  to  a  final  detennination; 
but  iiit  isput  offforaI(Migperiod,it  willc«iae 
a  atill  greater  finctnation  iu  the  market,  and  in- 
crease those  dmumstanoes  which  tiie  honorable 
gentlemen  laments  aa  injurious  to  the  peaoe  and 
h^tpiness  of  the  commugity.  We  bad  better, 
therefore,  look  the  bnrinees  in  the  &ce,  take  it 
into  consideration,  and  ^  through  it  deUbovte- 
ly;  but,  at  the  same  bme,  as  expeditiooslj  aa 
the  novelty  of  our  oiroumstancee  will  admit 
In  this  way  also  we  may  aoqmre  information, 
I>eoauBe  we  obt^  more  from  listening  to  each 
other's  sentiments,  than  we  can  procure  from 
any  other  source.  But  i^  after  all,  gentlemen 
should  find  themwlvee  noprepared  cm  MtoidBy 
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loM  Bight  of  it  fbr  80  long  »  period  aa  from  now 
tmiter- 

Mr.  JAOxeoir. — If  the  members  of  thia  body 
luul  known  the  plan  in  contemplation,  and  th^ 
had  had  an  opportanitr'  of  oonsolting  their  oon- 
■titnenta  on  the  eobject,  Uien,  I  veatare  to  aaj, 
ttds  demon  of  n)ecalation  would  not  have  ex- 
tended ita  baleM  influence  over  the  remote 
parts  of  the  Union.  It  aroee  aod  seized  on  us 
by  ■nrpriae,  adrantagea  are  taken  without  an; 
warning,  and  aaoh  aa  cannot  but  exasperate. 
But,  mi,  waving  all  these  reSectiona,  let  as  re- 
et^ect  that  the  State  of  North  Oarolina  forms 


OD  this  floor.  Shall  we  then  proceed  without 
Omnt  Her  citizens  are  indubitably  as  much 
concerned  in  the  event  as  others,  and  will  yon 
t4nd  her  in  a  ease  of  thk  importance,  when  she 
haa  not  a  single  Bepresentatiye  within  these 
wvUs?  If  no  other  consideration  can  induce 
gentltDten  to  defer  this  business,  deference  to  a 
■ist«r  Slate  who  has  so  lately  acceded  to  the 
Union  ooght.  But,  in  addition  to  this,  I  con- 
tend  that  the  State  Legislaturee  onght  to  be 
oomsclted;  and  I  declare  myself  that  I  shall  not 
know  how  to  vote  notil  I  learn  the  seoBe  of  my 
ooDstitaents.  If  we  consent  to  this  proper  and 
reSBtmable  delay,  ocr  constituents  will  oe  pre- 
pared for  our  deciaiong,  snd  a  stop  will  be  pat 
to  tim  specolation ;  or  if  any  man  bums  his  Bn- 
gera,  which  I  hope  to  Qod,  with  all  the  warmth 
at  a  feeling  heart,  they  may,  theywill  only  have 
their  own  cupidity  to  blame.  The  people  will 
tben  gmerally  remun  satisfied,  under  the  gene- 
nl  aasnranc^  that  Congreaa  will  pursue  pro- 
per measurea  fbr  Uie  snpport  of  pubUc  credit, 
and  little  or  no  evil  can  be  apprehended ;  but 
nmoh  anbatantial  good  may  arise  from  a  delay 
vi  a  ttw  months. 

Hr.  SHKBiuir  hoped  the  biudness  woidd  be 
omtducted  in  sncb  a  way  as  to  be  concluded  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  present  session.  As  to  ob- 
taining the  aenie  of  the  State  L^islstores,  he 
did  not  think  that  necessary.  The  people  ap- 
pointed the  members  of  this  House,  and  their 
Mtnation  enabled  them  to  consult  and  judge 
better  what  was  for  the  public  good,  than  a 
monber  of  distinct  parts,  void  of  relative  infor- 
mation, and  under  the  iuduence  of  local  views. 
Be  supposed  that  Congress  contained  all  the  in- 
formation neceMary  to  determine  Hiia  or  any 
otlwrnatiMial qoeetion.  AstotheSntobaerra- 
ticm  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  that  spec- 
olatioiia  had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent, 
be  had  only  to  obeerve,  that  this  had  been  the 
case  from  the  time  when  the  public  secnritjes 
were  first  issued,  and  he  supposed  they  would 
eontinQe  until  the  holders  were  satisfied  with 
-what  was  done  to  secure  the  payment. 

As  to  the  State  debts,  it  was  a  subject  which 
be  apprehended  would  not  be  ultimately  deed- 
ed, till  the  sense  of  the  people  ia  generally 
known ;  and  on  this  occasion,  it  mi^t  be  well 


to  be  aoquunted  withihe  sense  of  the  State  Z^e- 
gialatnres ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  woidd  be 
Uie  case.  But  with  r^ard  to  the  foreign  and 
domestic  continental  debts,  he  did  not  hentate 
to  say,  it  was  proper  for  Congress  to  take  them 
into  consideration  as  speedily  as  possible;  for 
the  sooner  they  are  discussed,  the  sooner  will 
the  House  make  up  there  judgment  thereoa. 
He  believed  they  were  possessed  of  all  the  &cta 
they  could  be  possessed  (^  and  ther^bre  any 
great  delay  was  improper.  He  was  in  favor  of 
makiDg  the  business  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  week. 

Mr.  SinowioK.^  believe  the  House  at  pre- 
sent have  not  come  to  a  ooncloaion  in  their  own 
opinion,  on  the  various  circumstances  which  are 
necessary  to  be  attended  to  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  therefore,  I  think 
some  delay  is  necessary,  but  it  should  be  as 
early  a  day  as  we  could  act  upon  it  understand- 
ingly.  The  ardent  expectations  of  the  people 
on  this  snl^eot  want  no  other  demonstration 
than  the  numerous  body  of  citizens  assembled 
within  these  walls.*  And  while  the  public  ex- 
pectation is  kept  thus  alive  and  in  suspense, 
gentlemen  cannot  but  SDppose  designs  will  be 
framed  and  proeecuted  that  may  be  usurious  to 
the  community.  For,  although  I  do  not  believe 
that  speculation,  to  a  certain  degree,  is  buieM 
in  its  effects  upon  society^  yet,  when  it  is  ex- 
tended too  far,  it  becomes  a  real  evil,  and  re- 
quires the  administration  to  divert  or  somn^se 
it.  If  the  capital  employed  in  merchandise  ts 
taken  from  that  branch  of  the  public  intereet, 
and  employed  in  speculations  no  way  uaefbl  in 
increasing  the  labor  of  the  community,  sock 
speculation  would  be  pernicious.  The  employ- 
ment of  the  time  of  merchants  in  this  way,  in 
addition  to  the  employment  of  th^  capital,  is  a 
serious  and  alarming  circumstance.  A  spirit  of 
gambling  is  of  sued  evil  tendency,  that  every 
legidative  endeavor  should  be  mode  to  sui>- 


evident;  first,  that  the  postpouement  sbonld  be 
so  long  as  to  enable  us  to  enter  upon  the  task 
with  understanding;  and  that  this  pernicious 
temper,  or  spirit  ofspecnlation,  should  be  conn- 
teracted  at  as  early  a  period  as  can  posmblytake 

Mr.  Okket. — I  am  a  friend  to  the  postpone- 
ment, Mr.  Speaker,  though  not  for  so  long  a 
time  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  proposes 
It  will  be  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  public  cre- 
dit is  the  main  piUar  on  which  this  GovemmMit 
is  to  stand ;  but  so  embarrassed  are  our  finances, 
that  they  require  both  time  and  consideration 
for  tbeor  due  arrangement. 

With  respect  to  the  sappression  of  specida- 
tion,  I  do  not  conceive  that  possible,  by  either  a 
longer  or  a  shorter  postponement.  Doee  any 
gentieman  expect,  while  we  have  a  public  debt, 
to  prevent  speculation  in  onr  foniu?  If  they 
do,  they  expect  to  accomplish  what  never  was  ei* 
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&ct«d  bjsnj  nation,  nor,  in  my  opinion,  evef  will 
be.  Bat  if  tbey  coold  aocompUsli  it,  tbay  would 
do  sn  ii^nr;  to  the  commnnity;  for  specul&tion 
gives  a  cnrrency  to  proparty  tiiat  would  lie  dor- 
nuuit ;  ail  pablio  debts  woald  hereatter  be  con- 
tracted on  terms  ruinous  to  the  debtors.  As  to 
the  policy  of  speculatian,  I  doubt  whether  the 
Bpeculation  of  foreigners  in  our  funds  ia  not 
rather  adTsntsgeouB  than  diaadTsntageona  to 
th«  oommunity.  If  we  look  abroad,  and  jndge- 
by  comparative  reasoning,  we  shall  be  led  to 
believe  that  nations  derive  great  advantages 
from  being  possessed  of  the  money  of  foreigners ; 
they  not  only  endeavor  to  acquire  it  by  direct, 
but  also  by  indirect  loans.  Boring  the  late 
war,  the  Dotcb  held  40  or  60,000,000  steriing, 
ia  the  funds  of  Great  Britain,  and  she  was  sen- 
dble  of  the  benefit.  The  specnlationB  of  indi- 
vidnala  have  perhaps  l>een  of  tbe  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  thosd  who  held  pnblic  secoritiea,  by 
Riving  a  circulation  to  the  certificates.  Ilenoe 
it  has  been  thought  that  a  public  debt  is  a 
source  of  great  emolnment  to  a  nation,  bj  ex- 
tending its  coital,  andenlaiging  the  operations 
of  prodnctivo  indostry. 

Mr.  Jaoksoit. — I  know,  sir,  that  there  is,  and 
will  be,  epecolation  in  the  fimda  of  every  na- 
tion possessed  of  pablio  debt ;  bnt  they  are  not 
inch  as  the  present  report  has  ^ven  rise  to,  by 
the  advantage  those  at  the  seat  of  Government 
obUined  of  learning  the  plan  contemplated  by 
die  principal  of  the  Treasury  Department,  be- 
fore others  had  heard  a  wonl  tliereo£  If  we 
bad  either  received  this  report  privately,  or  not 
■at  in  a  large  city,  then,  sir,  none  of  these  spe- 
oolationa  would  have  arisen,  because  Oongreea 
oonld  have  devised  meana  of  diffiising  the  infor- 
mation so  generally  as  to  prevent  any  of  ita  ill 
effects.  Under  these  impressions,  I  am  led  to 
express  my  ardent  wish  to  God,  that  we  had 
beeo  on  the  banks  of  the  Susqaehanna  or  Poto- 
mac, or  at  any  place  in  the  woods,  and  oat  of 
the  n^hborhood  of  a  populous  city;  all  mr  un- 
suspecting fetlow-citizens  might  then  have  been 
warned  of  their  danger,  and  guarded  them- 
eelvea  against  the  machinations  of  the  specula- 
tors. To  some  gentlemen,  charactera  of  this 
kind  may  appear  to  be  of  utility ;  but  I,  si,  view 
them  in  a  different  light ;  they  are  as  T^)acious 
wolves,  seeking  whom  they  may  devour,  and 
preying  upon  the  misfortones  of  their  fellow- 
men,  taking  an  undue  advantage  of  their  ne- 
oesffities.  This,  sir,  is  the  sentiment  of  my 
heart,  and  I  will  always  nse  its  language.  I  say, 
ur,  whatever  might  be  the  hi^ipy  effects  of 
speonlation  in  other  countries,  it  has  had  the 
most  nnhappy  and  pemioions  effects  in  this. 
Look  at  the  gallaat  veteran,  who  nobly  led 
your  martial  bands  in  the  hour  of  extreme  dan- 
ger, whose  patriotio  soul  acknowledged  no 
other  principle  than  that  his  life  was  tbe  pro- 
perty of  his  country,  sod  who  evinced  it  by  his 
repeated  exposnres  to  a  vengeful  enemy.  See 
hun  deprived  of  those  limbs,  which  he  sacri- 
fioed  in  your  service!  and  behold  his  virtuous 
and  tender  wife  snetsining  him  and  his  children 


a  wildenueH,  lonely,  exposed  to  the  arms  ef 
savagee,  where  he  and  Ms  family  have  been 
driven  by  these  useful  class  of  dtizena,  tbesa 
speculators,  who  have  drained  from  him  the 
pittance  which  a  gratefbl  country  had  afforded 
him,  in  reward  for  his  bravery  and  toils,  and  a 
I<»g  oatalogae  of  merits.  Not  is  their  insrtiahle 
avarice  yet  satisfled,  while  there  remains  % 
nn^e  da»  (tf  dtizms  who  retain  the  evidence 
of  their  demands  npon  die  public;  the  State 
debts  are  to  become  an  object  for  them  to  prej 
upon,  until  other  citizens  are  driven  into  scenes 
of  equal  distress.  Is  it  not  [he  dnl^  of  the 
House  to  check  this  spirit  of  devastatioa  t  It 
most  assuredly  is.  If  by  the  ilt-timed  promnl- 
gation  of  this  report,  we  have  laid  the  founda- 
tion fbr  the  calamity,  ought  we  not  to  coimtep- 
aot  it  t  This  may  be  done  by  postponing  tli« 
subject,  until  the  sense  of  the  State  LefpslaMrea 
is  obtsjned,  with  reepeot  to  their  particniar 
debts.  Then  these  men  may  send  off  other 
vessels  to  countermand  their  former  orders; 
and,  perhaps,  we  may  yet  save  the  distant  io- 
habitante  bom  being  plnndered  by  theee  hu- 

Mojro^v,  Febrnary  1. 
QioBoa  Qalx,  from  Uaryland,  appeared  and 

TruaoiT,  February  3. 
Thsodobb  Blutd,  &<Hn  Yirf^nia,  ^>peared 
and  took  his  seat 

W,KDNK8DAT,  Febroary  S. 
The  engrossed  bill  for  enumerating  the  inhab' 
itants  of  the  United  Stales  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 

Sula  o/ Naturaluation. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  establidiing  a  uniform 
rale  of  Naturalization,  Ifr.  Baldwik  in  the 
chair.  The  first  dause  enacted,  that  all  Area 
white  persona,  who  have,  or  shaU  migrate  into 
the  United  States,  and  shall  give  satis&cborr 
proof,  before  a  magistrate,  by  oath,  that  they 
intend  to  reside  therein,  and  shall  take  an  oatii 
of  all^iance,  «m2  ikall  iane  retided  in  the  Uni- 
Ui  State*  for  on*  leh^h  ftar,  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  of  oitiiensUp,  except  being  ca- 
pable of  holding  an  office  under  the  Btate  or 
General  Government,  which  o^iacity  Uiey  are 
to  acquire  after  a  residence  of  two  years  more. 

Mr.  TrcKBB  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"and  shall  have  redded  within  the  United 
States  for  one  whole  year ;"  i>ecaase  he  con- 
ceived it  the  policy  of  America  to  enable  fiw- 
eigners  to  hold  lands,  in  their  own  right,  in 
less  than  one  year ;  he  had  no  ohjectitHi  to  ex- 
tending the  term,  entitling  them  to  hold  an' 
ofBce  under  Government,  to  three  years.  In 
short,  the  objectof  his  motion  was,  to  Jet  aliens 
come  in,  take  the  oath,  and  bold  lands  wit^tost 
any  reddence  at  alL 
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Vt.  Haktlkt  said,  h«  had  do  donbt  of  the 
polic;' of  admittiiig  •liens  to  the  ri^ts  ofeiti- 
xenahip ;  bat  he  thought  some  wcnrit;  for  their 
Sdolitj  and  oU^isnce  was  reqaiaite  bendea 
tlw  bare  oaih  \  that  is,  he  thought  tm  actual  re- 
■Uenoo  of  HQcfa  a  length  of  time  as  wonld  give 
■  man  an  opportonit;  of  esteeming  tbe  Govem- 
nMnt  from  knowing  its  intrinsic  ralae,  was 
OBiHitiallT  Deoesasiy  to  asanre  db  of  a  man's  be- 
coming a  citizen.  The  practice  of  almoat  ever; 
Btat«  in  the  tJuion  emmtenanced  a  regulation 
of  this  nature ;  and  perh^M  it  was  owing  to  a 
wish  of  this  kind,  that  the  Btateabad  consented 
to  gira  thia  power  to  the  General  Government. 
The  t«nnB  of  cidzensbip  are  made  too  cheap  in 
some  parts  of  the  Union ;  to  say,  thM  a  mail 
■hall  ba  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citi- 
m,  without  anj  reddenoe  at  all,  ia  what  can 
hsrdl;  be  expected. 

Tbapolicj  of  the  old  nations  ofEnrc^  has 
dmm  a  line  between  citizens  and  aliens  r  that 
p<£c;  has  existed  to  oar  knowledge  ever  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Eoman  Empire ;  ezpe- 
lioMe  haa  proved  Its  propriety,  or  we  should 
htiTe  fonod  some  nation  deviating  from  a  regn- 
l&tion  inimical  to  its  welfare.  From  this  it  may 
be  inftned,  tliat  we  ought  not  to  grant  this  pri- 
Tilege  on  terms  so  easy  as  is  moved  bj  the  gen- 
ttoman  from  Boath  Carolina.  If  he  had  gone 
no  Anther  in  his  motion  than  to  give  aliens  a 
right  to  purchase  and  hold  lands,  uie  otjeotion 
would  not  have  been  so  great ;  bat  if  the  w<»^ 
■re  stricken  out  that  he  has  moved  for,  an 
alien  will  bo  entitled  to  join  in  the  election  of 
TOUT  officers  at  the  first  moment  he  pnts  his 
foot  on  shore  in  America,  when  it  is  impossible, 
bmu  the  nature  of  things,  that  he  can  be  qnalj- 
fied  to  exercise  snch  a  talent;  but  if  it  was 
rwesumable  that  he  was  qnalifled  by  a  know- 
ledge of  tlie  candidates,  yet  we  have  no  bold 
npon  his  attachment  to  the  QovemmenL 

Mr.  SBEKMUf  thought  that  the  interest  of 
the  State  where  the  sniiRTant  intended  to  re- 
isde  on^t  to  be  consnltec,  as  well  as  tJie  inter- 
ostaof  the  Genera]  Government.  He  presumed 
tt  was  intended  by  the  convention  who  framed 
the  oonatitntion,  that  Congress  should  have 
the  |iower  of  natnralizalJon,  in  order  to  prevent 
particular  States  receiving  citizens,  and  forcinz 
tliera  upon  others  who  would  not  have  received 
thMninanyotbermaiiner.  It  was  therefore  meant 
to  guard  against  an  improper  mode  of  naturali- 
xatioD,  r&t£er  than  foreigners  shonM  be  received 
upon  easer  terms  than  those  adopted  by  the 
MTeral  States.  Now,  the  regulation  provided 
fbr  in  this  bill,  entitles  all  free  white  persona, 
which  iadudes  emigrants,  and  even  those  who 
an  likely  to  become  chargeable.  It  certainly 
never  would  be  ondertaken  by  Congress  to  com- 
pel the  States  to  receive  and  support  this  class 
of  pereons;  it  would  therefore  be  necessary  that 
■ome  clause  should  be  added  to  the  bill  to  coun- 
teract socb  a  general  proposltton. 

Ux.  Fasi  was  of  oirinion,  that  the  policy  of 
Enropeu  nations  aid  States  respecting  nata- 
nhzaUon,  did  not  apply  to  the  situatloii  of  the 


United  States.  Bigotry' and  superstition,  or  a 
deep-rooted  prejudice  agiuost  the  Gofemment, 
laws,  religion,  or  manners  of  neighboring  na* 
tiona  had  a  weight  in  that  policy,  which  cannot 
exist  here,  where  a  more  liberal  Byslcm  ought 
to  prevail.  I  think,  said  be,  we  shall  be  incon- 
sistent with  ourselves,  if;  after  boasting  of  hav- 
ing opened  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  all 
nations,  and  established  a  Government  which 
is  the  admiration  of  the  world,  we  make  the 
terms  of  admission  to  the  ftill  enjoyment  of 
that  asylum  so  hard  as  is  now  proposed.  It  19 
nothing  to  ua,  whether  Jews  or  Roman  Catho- 
lics settle  amongst  us ;  whether  subjects  of 
kings,  or  citizens  of  free  States  wish  to  reside 
in  the  United  Btates,  they  will  find  it  their  In- 
terest to  be  good  citizens,  and  neither  thar 
rdigions  nor  political  opinions  con  ii^ure  us, 
if  we  have  good  laws,  welt  executed. 

!Ur.  BoimnroT  was  ag^st  striking  out  the 
words,  because  he  would  rather  choose  to  alter 
it  from  one  year  to  two  years,  than  strike  out 
all  that  respected  the  capacity  of  an  alien  to  be 
elected  into  any  office.  He  conceived,  that 
after  a  person  was  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenship, he  ought  to  have  them  Ml  and  com- 
plete, and  not  be  divested  of  any  part. 

Mr.  Wmrs  noticed  the  inconvenience  which 
wonld  result  from  permitting  an  alien  to  all  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  merely  upon  his  coming 
and  taking  an  oath  that  be  meant  to  reside  in 
the  United  States.  Foreign  merchanta  and 
captains  of  vessels  might  by  this  means  evade 
the  additional  duties  Wd  on  foreign  vessels ;  he 
thought,  therefore,  if  the  words  were  struck 
out,  that  another  cWse  ought  to  be  added,  de- 
priving persons  of  the  privilege  of  citizenship, 
who  left  the  country  and  at^d  abroad  for  a 
given  length  of  time. 

Mr.  Lawbbnok  was  of  opinion,  that  Congress 
had  nothing  moro  to  do  than  point  out  the 
mode  by  which  foreigners  might  become  citi- 
zens. The  constitution  had  expressly  said  how 
long  they  should  reside  among  us  before  they 
were  adinitted  to  seats  in  the  Legislature ;  tjie 
propriety  of  annexing  any  additional  qualiflca- 
tions  is  therefore  much  to  be  questioned.  But 
this  bill  is  not  confined  to  the  qualifications  of 
the  General  Government  only,  it  descends  to 
those  of  the  State  Governments;  it  may  be 
donbly  questioned  how  far  Congress  has  the 
power  to  declare  what  residence  shall  entitle  an 
alien  to  the  right  of  a  seat  in  the  State  Lef^sla- 

The  reason  of  admitting  foreigners  to  the 
rights  of  citizenship  amongst  us  is  the  encourage- 
ment of  emigration,  as  we  have  a  large  tract  of 
country  to  people.  Now,  he  submitted  to  the 
sense  of  the  committee,  whether  a  term,  so  lone 
as  that  prescribed  in  the  bill,  would  not  tend 
to  restrain  rather  than  encourage  emigration? 
It  has  been  said,  that  we  ought  not  to  admit 
them  to  vote  at  our  elections.  Will  they  not 
have  to  pay  taxes  from  Che  time  they  settle 
amongst  us!  And  is  it  not  a  principle  that 
taxation  and  representation  ought  to  go  Laad 
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•ndhandf  Shall  wa  then  restrain  a  man  from 
having  an  agenc;'  in  the  dispoeal  of  his  own 
money  f  It  hae  been  also  obeerved,  that  pw- 
BonB  might  come  and  reside  amoDgrt  ns  for 
some  time,  and  then  leave  the  conntiy ;  he  did 
not  donbt  that  snch  might  be  the  case,  but  it 
waa  not  preanmable,  that  after  they  haid  onoe 
t^en  an  oath  that  they  meant  to  remde  here, 
and  bad  become  dtizena,  that  they  would  re- 
tom  as  soon  as  the  ooca^on  which  required 
their  absenoe  had  terminated. 

Mi.  HjlOibos. — When  we  are  conradering 
the  advantagee  that  may  reenlt  from  an  easy 
mode  of  natnralization,  we  ooght  also  to  eon- 
rider  the  oantionfi  necessary  to  gnard  againat 
■bnses.  It  is  no  doubt  very  dedrable  that  we 
ahoold  hold  ont  aa  many  indaoementa  as  poaal- 
ble  for  the  worthy  part  of  mankind  to  come  and 
Kttle  amongst  ns,  and  throw  their  fortunes  in- 
to a  common  lot  with  onrs.  But  why  is  this 
desirable  t  Not  merely  to  swell  the  catalogne 
of  people.  Na  air,  it  is  to  indrease  the  wealth 
md  strength  of  the  conunnnity;  and  those  who 
aoqoire  the  ri^ts  of  cifizenBhip.  without  add- 
ing tothesti^gth  or  wealth  of  tne  commnnity, 
are  not  the  people  we  are  in  want  of.  And 
what  is  proposed  hy  the  amendment  Is,  that 
they  shall  t^ka  nothing  more  than  an  oath  of 
fidelity,  and  declare  their  intention  to  reside 
the  tTnited  States.  Under  snch  terms,  it  w 
well  observed  by  my  coUea^e,  aliens  might 
acquire  the  right  of  citizenship,  and  return  to 
the  conntry  from  which  they  came,  and  evade 
the  laws  iat«nded  to  encourage  the  commerce 
aoA  industry  of  the  real  citizens  and  inhabitants 
of  America,  enjoying  at  the  aame  time  all  the 
advantages  of  citizens  and  aliens. 

I  ahonld  be  eioeedjngly  sorry,  dr,  that 
role  of  natoralization  eiclnded  a  mngle  person 
of  good  fame  that  really  meant  to  incorporat« 
himself  into  our  society ;  on  the  other  hand,  T 
do  not  wish  that  any  man  should  acquire  the 
privilege,  but  such  aa  would  be  a  real  addition 
to  the  wealth  or  strength  of  \he  United  States. 

It  may  be  a  qaeation  of  some  nicety,  how  f^ 
we  can  mate  our  law  to  admit  an  alien  to  the 
right  of  citizenship,  step  by  step ;  but  there  is 
no  doubt  we  may,  and  ooght  to  require 
dence  as  an  essentiaL 

Ur.  Smith  (of  South  Oarolina)  thooght  eome 
reetraiuts  proper,  and  that  they  would  tend  to 
raise  the  Government  in  the  opinion  of  good 
men,  who  are  desirous  of  emitting;  as  for 
the  privilege  of  electing,  or  bemg  elected,  he 
conceived  a  man  ought  to  be  some  time  in  the 
oomitry  before  he  could  pretend  to  eierciae  it. 
What  could  he  know  of  the  Government  the 
moment  be  landed  t  Little  or  nothing :  how 
then  could  he  ascertain  who  was  a  proper  per- 
son to  le^alate  or  jndge  of  the  laws  i  Certainly 
aentlemen  wonid  not  pretend  to  bestow  a  privi- 
lege upon  a  man  which  he  is  incapable  of  using  ? 

Hr.  Habtut  sdd  that  the  subject  had  em- 
ployed bis  thon^ts  for  some  tim&  and  that  he 
bad  made  up  his  mind  in  favor  of  requiring  a 
term  of  residenoe.    The  eiperienoe  of  all  na- 


tion^ and  the  conrtltntiona  of  most  (rf  the  States 
indnoed  the  same  opinion.  An  alien  haa  no 
right  to  hold  lands  in  any  conntry,  and  if  tfaey^ 
are  admitted  to  do  it  in  thia,  we  are  aothorized 
to  annex  to  it  snch  conditions  as  we  think  pro- 

Clf  they  are  unreasonable,  they  may  de- 
;  the  object  we  have  In  view,  but  they  have 
no  right  to  complain ;  yet,  conudeiing  the  <dp- 
cumstances  of  this  eonntry,  he  was  favorable  to 
easy  terma  of  admisdon,  because,  he  thought, 
it  mi^t  be  some  indnoement  to  foredgnera  to 
oome  and  settle  among  ns.  It  hae  been  re- 
marked, that  we  must  admit  those  whom  wa 
ftftH  <dtdzeiis  to  idl  the  rights  of  citiEendiip  at 
once.  This  opinion,  he  pretnuned,  was  not 
well  foonded;  the  practice  of  this  conntry  in 
no  tnstanoe  warrants  it.  The  oonstitations  of 
the  several  States  admit  alibis  to  the  privilege 
of  dt^zenship,  st«p  by  step ;  they  generally  re- 
quffe  a  rcaiiienoe  for  a  certain  time,  before  thej- 
are  admitted  to  vote  at  elections ;  some  of  them 
annex  to  it  the  condition  of  payment  of  taxes 
and  other  qnaliBcations ;  bnt  ne  believed  none 
of  the  States  render  a  foreigner  capable  of  being 
elected  to  serve  in  a  legislative  capadtr,  witii- 
probation  of  some  years.  Thia  kind  of 
eioeption  is  also  contemplated  in  the  OtHistita- 
tion  of  the  ITmted  States.  It  is  there  required, 
that  a  person  shall  be  so  many  years  an  inhabi' 
tant  before  he  can  be  admitted  to  the  trost  of 
legislating  for  the  society.  He  thought,  there- 
fore, that  this  part  of  the  objection  is  not  well 
supported. 

Ur.  Wam  doubted  whether  the  oonstitation 
authorized  Congress  to  s^  on  what  terms  aliena 
or  citizens  ahomd  hold  luida,  in  the  respective 
Btates ;  tbe  power  vested  by  the  constitntion 
in  Oongresa,  respecting  the  subject  now  before 
the  House,  extends  to  uothine  more  than  mak- 
ing a  uniform  rule  of  naturalizatioa.  After  a 
person  has  once  become  a  citizen,  tbe  power 
of  Congr«ss  ceases  to  operate  upon  him ;  the 
lights  and  privileges  of  dtizens  in  the  several 
Btatea  belong  to  those  States ;  but  a  cititen 
of  one  State  is  entitied  to  all  the  privil^ee  and 
immunities  of  the  dtizens  in  the  several  States, 
Now,  if  any  State  in  the  Union  ehonld  choose 
to  prohibit  its  lOitizena  fh>m  the  privil^^  of 
holding  real  estates,  without  a  reeidenoe  of  a 
greater  number  of  years  than  should  be  thought 
proper  by  thia  House,  they  could  do  it,  and  no 
antbority  of  the  Government,  he  apprehended, 
could  enforce  an  obedience  to  a  regolation  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution.  So,  in  the  case 
of  elections,  if  the  constitntion  of  a  particular 
State  requires  four,  five,  or  six  years  reddenot^ 
before  a  man  ia  admitted  to  acquire  a  legislative 
capacity,  with  respect  to  the  State  Govemment, 
he  must  renudn  there  that  length  of  time  not- 
withstanding you  may  dedare  he  shall  be  eligi- 
ble afler  a  residence  of  two  years  ;  all,  there- 
fore, that  the  House  have  to  do  on  this  subject, 
is  to  confine  themsdvee  to  a  nnifbrm  rule  of 
natoralization,  and  not  to  a  general  definition  of 
what  oonstitntes  the  rights  of  dtizemahip  in  the 
several  States. 
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Kr.  Jaoksok  oonodTed  tlie  preteot  nitjeot  to 
be  of  fait^  importance  to  the  re^ectabiLty  aad 
duraoter  of  the  American  name ;  tbe  venera- 
tion be  bad  for,  and  tbe  ettacbment  be  bad  to, 
tbis  oouDtiy,  made  Mm  extremelj  anzioiu  to 
preaarre  ita  good  fame  from  iigory.  He  hoped 
to  see  the  title  of  a  ciUzen  of  .djnarioa  aa  high]  j 
Tencrated  and  respected  aa  was  that  of  a  dtizeii 
of  old  Borne.  I  am  dearlj  of  opinion,  that 
rather  than  have  tbe  oommon  claas  of  vagrants, 
panpera,  and  other  ontoasta  of  Europe,  that  we 
bad  brtter  be  as  we  are,  and  trust  to  the  natu- 
ral inereaae  of  oor  popolation  for  inhabitants. 
If  the  motion  made  b;  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  ahoold  obtun,  snoh  people  will 
~  '    n  eBS7  adiniggion  indeed  to  the  rights  of 


ihip;  much  too  ea«7  for  the  interwts 
tbe  pem>le  of  America,  aay,  dr,  the  terms 
leqnued  bj  tbe  bill  on  tbe  table  are,  in  mj 
mind,  too  easj.  I  think,  before  a  man  is  ad- 
mitted to  ei^o;  the  tii^  and  inestimable  privi- 
tegea  d  a  dtizen  of  America,  that  sometbing 
more  than  a  mere  reaidenoe  amongst  ns  is  ne- 
iiiiiwij  I  think  he  ought  to  pass  st 
in  a  state  of  probation,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
term,  be  able  to  bring  testimonials  of  a  proper 
and  decent  behAvior ;  no  man,  who  would  be 
••  credit  to  the  oommnnitj,  conld  think  snob 
liMiiia  diffionlt  or  indelicate :  if  bad  men  should 
be  diantisfled  tm  this  aceomit,  and  should  de- 
elioe  to  emigrate,  the  regnlatioD  will  liave  a  be- 
mrflgifll  eSiMt ;  fi^  we  had  better  keep  snch  oat 
^tbe  ooimtr;  than  admit  them  into  it.  I  oon- 
oure,  iir,  thatan  amendment  of  tbie  kind  would 
be  rcMMiable  and  proper ;  all  the  diffionltj  will 
be  to  det«nnlne  how  a  proper  certificate  of  good 
bduTior  sbonld  be  obtwned ;  1  think  it  might 
be  dime  \ij  vetting  tbe  power  in  tbe  grand  JD17 
or  distriot  conrts  to  determine  on  the  oharacter 
ot  the  man,  as  thej  sbonld  find  iL 

Mr.  Fj.oa. — I  observed  before,  Mr.  Ofaairmao, 
that  the  European  policy  did  not  appir  to  the 
United  States.  I  gave  mj  reaaons  for  it;  the; 
an  snob  as  have  not  been  oontroverted,  and  I 
preeoae  cannot  be. 

With  respect  to  the  idea  of  exolnding  bad 
men  frata  the  rights  of  oitizenship,  I  look  upon 
It  as  imDractioable ;  bard  terms  of  admission 
maf  cxMnde  good  men,  but  will  not  keep  ont 
one  of  the  trretebu  allaJded  to  ;  tbey  will  crane 
in  Tariona  forms,  and  care  little  altont  citdi 
■hip.  If  we  make  nae  of  the  grand  jniy 
tbla  purpose,  a«  proposed  by  the  memher  from 
Getnsia,  (Mr.  Jaoebon',)  we  mnat,  to  complete 
the  plan,  antfaorise  tbe  grand  jury  to  indict  suoh 
cougranta  as  are  nnworthy  to  become  citizenB, 
and  expel  thffln.  We  mnat  add  aniuqoisitif" 
and  aa  U  will  not  be  snfiicient  for  onr  views  01 
having  immaculate  citizens,  we  sbonld  add  oen- 
sora,  and  banish  the  immoral  from  amongst  ns. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  fear,  if  we  go  on  aa  is  proposed 
now,  in  the  infoncy  of  onr  republic,  we  shall, 
in  tiine,  reqmre  a  test  of  futh  and  p<ditio«  of 
every  person  who  shall  oome  Into  these  Btatee. 
As  to  any  preoantitms  againat  admitting  stran- 
gsrs  to  vote  at  elections,  thongb  I  thiu  them 


of  leas  importance  than  some  gentlemen,  I  ob- 
ject not  to  them ;  bnt  contend,  that  every  man, 
upon  coming  into  the  8tat«B,  and  taking  tbe 
oath  of  allegianoe  to  tbe  Qovenmient,  and  de- 
claring his  desire  and  intention  of  redding 
therein,  ought  to  be  enabled  to  porobase  and 
bold  lands,  or  we  shall  disconrage  many  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Eori^ie  &«m  becoming 
inhabitante  of  the  United  Statee. 

Mr.  I^WBENOE. — We  are  authorized  to  ee- 
tablisb  a  imifonn  mle  of  nstaralizatioD;  bat 
what  are  tbe  efieots  resulting  from  Ibe  admia- 
of  persons  to  citizenahip,  is  another  oon- 
oem,  and  depends  npon  tbe  oonstitntions  and 
laws  of  the  States  now  in  operation.  I  have 
therefore  an  oGiection  to  that  part  of  tbe  bill 
which  respects  me  qualification  of  tbe  membera 
of  the  State  Legialatnree.  Bnt  with  respect  to 
reradence,  before  a  man  is  admitted,  I  am  of 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia,  (Ur. 
Pace,)  at  least  it  may  be  questioned,  whether 
any  good  can  result  from  it,  to  compensate  for 
the  evil  it  may  effect  by  TeeCraining  emi^raljon. 
The  gentleman  has  said  he  wonld  admit  none 
bnt  snoh  as  wonld  add  to  the  wealth  or  strraigth 
of  the  nation.  Every  person  whooomes  among 
us  must  do  one  or  the  other;  if  he  brings  money, 
'Or  other  property  with  him,  be  evidently  in- 
creases the  general  naae  of  wealth,  and  if  he 
brings  an  able  body,  bis  labor  will  be  prodno- 
tive  of  national  wealth,  and  an  addition  to  onr 
domestic  strength.  Oonseqnently,  every  per- 
son, rich  or  poor,  must  ado  to  oor  wealth  and 
itrength,  in  a  greater  or  lees  degree. 

Mr.  TcTOKBB  had  no  oltject  in  making  hia 
motion,  bnt  to  euaUe  people  to  hold  lands,  who 
came  ftom  abroad  to  settle  in  the  United  States. 
He  was  otherwise  satisfied  with  the  clause,  so 
ftr  as  it  made  residence  a  term  of  admission  to 
the  privilege  of  election ;  but  there  was  a  seem- 
ing contradiction  in  making  them  freeholders^ 
and,  at  the  same  time,  excluding  them  from  the 
performance  of  dnties  annexed  to  that  class  of 
dtizens.  He  thought  the  citizens  had  a  right 
to  require  the  performance  of  such  duties,  by 
every  person  who  was  eligible  under  their  State 
laws  and  constitutions.  Now,  if  the  motion 
conld  be  modified  tn  any  w^  to  accomplish  bis 
object  with  consistency,  he  would  oheerfnlly 
acquiesce  tberdn. 

He  had  no  doubt  the  Qovemment  had  a  right 
to  make  the  admission  to  citizenship  pn^p-ea- 
sive ;  the  oonstitntlon  pointed  out  something  of 
tbis  Irind,  by  the  different  ages  and  terms  of 
reddence  the;  annexed  to  the  right  of  holding 
a  seat  in  tbis  House  and  in  the  Senate,  and  of 
being  chosen  President.  No  inhabitant  can 
become  President  of  the  United  States,  onlees 
he hasbeenaniohabitantfourteen years;  which 
pliunly  infers  that  he  might  have  been  a  citizCD 
for  other  purposes,  with  a  shorter  reaidenoe. 
Bnt  it  goee  still  forther,  it  enablee  Congress  to 
dictate  the  terms  of  dtizenahip  to  foreignera, 
and  to  prevent  them  from  being  admitted  to  the 
ftill  exercise  of  the  rights  of  oitizenship  by  the 
General  Qovemment ;  beoanse  it  dedwes  that 
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no  other  than  a  natoral-bom  oitizeii,  or  a  citi- 
cen  at  the  time  of  the  adoptios  of  this  conatita- 
tion,  shall  b«  eligible  to  the  office  of  Preaideot. 
tir.  Smith  (of  S.  C.)  h<^ied  the  qoeetiiHi  would 
not  be  pnt  to^j,  as  he  wished  to  reflect  iiir- 
ther  on  the  Hobjeot.  A  variet;  of  obeervadona 
had  been  made^  which  merited  the  aerioiiB  at- 
tention of  the  conunittee ;  he  would  sogsest 
another.  An  alien,  in  Great  Britain,  is  not  per- 
mitted to  inherit,  or  bold  real  estate  for  hia 
own  nae ;  conseqnentt;,  a  citizen  of  the  Uiuted 
Btatea,  and  a  snbjeot  of  Great  Britain,  woold 
not  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  reapect  to  ealatM 
descended  to  them  bf  inheritance.    He  thought 


to-morrow. 

Mr.  Bedawiok  was  against  the  indiscrimiDate 
admisdOQ  of  foreigners  to  the  higbeet  rights  of 
hnman  natnie,  upon  terms  ao  incompetent  to 
sacare  the  sodetj  from  being  overran  with  the 
ODtcaats  of  Europe ;  beeidea,  the  pclioj'  of  set- 
tUog  the  vacant  t«rritory  tj  enugration  is  of  a 
donbtM  natnre.  He  believed,  in  the  United 
States,  the  homan  spedee  might  be  mnlUplied 
by  a  more  eli^ble  and  convenient  mode,  than 
what  Be«med  to  be  contemplated  b;  the  motion 
now  before  the  committee.  He  was  well  mtw- 
Sed  for  himself,  that  there  existed  no  abaolnte 
necessity'  of  peopling  it  in  this  way ;  and,  if 
theate  was  no  absolute  neoesrit;,  he  thooght 
Congress  might  ose  their  discretion,  and  admit 
none  bnt  reputable  and  worthy  characters; 
such  only  were  fit  for  the  society  into  which 
tiioy  were  blended.    The  citizens  of  America 

Sireferred  thia  conntry,  because  it  is  to  be  pro- 
Brr«d;  the  lite  principle  he  wished  might  be 
held  by  every  man  who  came  from  Enrope  to 
reddehere;  bat  there  was  at  least  some  gromida 
to  ftar  the  oontraiy  ;  their  sensations,  impreg- 


taste  its  beneficence  with  that  gratitude  which 
we  ttd  on  the  oooadon.  Some  kind  of  proba- 
tion, as  it  has  been  termed,  is  absolntdy  re- 
qnirita,  to  enable  them  to  fbd  and  be  sensible 
of  the  blearing.  Withont  that  probation,  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  them  ezeroise  a  ri^t 
whioh  we  have  glorionslj  straggled  to  attain. 

Ur.  BiTBKi  thought  it  of  importance  to  fill 
the  cotmtry  with  naeftil  men,  snch  as  fbrmera, 
mechanics,  and  mannfactnrers,  and,  therefore, 
would  hold  out  every  enoonragement  to  them 
to  emigrate  to  America.  This  class  he  would 
receive  on  liberal  terms ;  and  he  waa  aatisfied 
there  would  be  room  enongh  for  them,  and  for 
Uteir  posterity,  for  five  hundred  years  to  come. 
There  was  another  daaa  of  men,  whom  he  did 
not  think  nsefol,  and  he  did  not  care  what  im- 
pediioenta  were  thrown  in  their  way  ;  sncfa  as 
yoor  European  merchants,  and  fiiotors  of  mer- 
ohanta,  who  some  with  a  view  of  remuning  so 
Icmg  as  will  enable  them  to  aoqnira  a  fortmie, 
and  then  they  will  leave  the  oonntry,  and  carry 


off  all  their  property  with  them,  llieae  people 
injure  ns  more  than  they  do  m  good,  and,  ex- 
cept in  this  last  sentiment,  I  can  compare  them 
to  notliing  but  leeches.  They  stiek  to  oa  nntil 
they  get  their  fill  of  our  best  blood,  and  tlten 
they  fall  off  and  leave  na.  I  look  upon  the  pri- 
vilege of  an  American  oitiaen  to  be  an  hraior- 
able  one,  and  it  on^it  not  to  be  thrown  vraj 
upon  such  people.  Utere  is  another  ebas  also 
that  I  woold  interdict^  that  i^  tbe  oonvletB  and 
criminals  which  they  potirontof  BritjahJ^I^ 
I  wish  nnoereiy  some  mode  eoold  btt  adopted 
to  prevent  the  importallMi  of  such ;  bat  mat, 
perhaps,  is  not  in  our  poww;  the  inti<odoat>aa 
of  them  on^t  to  be  conmdered  aa  a  hi^  mia- 


Mn  Broira  had  no  donbt  but  an  ali«i  mi^it 
be  admitted  to  the  righta  of  dtdMoahtp,  step  bf 
step;  but  hequeetiooed  thepowerof  tlieHoQBft 
to  aay  that  a  man  shall  be  oitiaen  fbr  oertaiu 
pnrposeei  as  it  respects  tbe  individnal  Btats 
Governments ;  he  concluded  that  the  laws  and 
oonatitntiona  of  the  Btatea,  and  the  oonatita- 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  States  would  to«ee 
out  the  steps  by  which  tlicir  dumld  aeqoire  oer- 
tain  degrees  of  citisensUp.  OoDgnM  may 
point  out  a  uniform  rale  of  nataraHwtion ;  b^ 
cannot  say  wliat  ahall  be  tbe  affect  of  that  nata- 
ralization,  as  it  respects  the  particnlar  Statea. 
Congress  cannot  say  that  foreigners,  natai»- 
lized  under  a  general  law,  shall  be  wititled  to 
privile^  whi<di  the  States  withhold  from  na- 
tive citizens. 

Mr.  BoDDomr. — An  ezehange  of  aentiiBent 
on  this  floor  I  find  always  tends  to  throw  more 
light  on  a  subject  than  is  generally  to  be  ob- 
ttdned  in  any  other  way.  But,  as  the  snlgeot 
is  sot  yet  ftally  elucidated,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
letting  it  remain  nndecided  till  to-morrow,  for 
which  reason,  I  move  the  committee  to  rise. 

This  motion  being  put,  the  ocmmittee  roae, 
and  reported  progress,  after  whiidi  the  Honao 
adjourned. 

TrwaDAY,  February  4, 
JEult  Iff  Ifatwaiiiaiion. 
The  Honse  again  reeolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  nataraliuti<m  bill, 
Ur.  Baidwis  in  the  chur. 
Mr.  Ttioezb'b  motion  was  atill  bcrfbre  tfae 


The  committee  being  about  to  take  a  qneetioa 
on  the  motifMi, 

Mr.  Pi.fla  wished  it  delayed  until  he  saw  tJte 
gentleman  from  Sotith  OeroUna  (Hr.  Buxek) 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Ssom  (of  B.  0.)  said,  he  believed  the 
ol^ect  of  his  colleague  was  nothing  more  than 
to  let  fbreignera,  on  easy  tarma,  be  admitted  to 
hold  lands;  that  this  ol^ect  could  be  better  «f- 
faoted  by  introdncing  a  clanae  to  that  pnrpOM, 
and  be  had  no  donbt  but  it  would  be  e^iaUj 
satis&otory  to  his  ooUeagne. 

Mr.  GooDHCK  waa  i^iunst  tbe  motion,  b»- 
cause  it  made  our  dtizenahip too ohe^);  anerit 
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WM  decided  agtinat,  he  vould  move  to  make 
be  Una  two  jean,  inrtead  of  one^  before  an 
alko  ihoold  be  entitied  to  the  privilege  of  a 

Mr.  Jadeboit. — It  wae  obeerred  jeeterdaj, 
Mr.  Chaimuui,  diat  we  could  not  modify  or 
ooDfine  our  temu  of  natoraliutioii ;  that  we 
ooold  not  admit  an  alien  to  the  rights  of  cltizen- 
iUp  prognesivel/.  I  shall  take  the  libertj  of 
portiag  the  contraiT  doctrine,  which  I  con- 
1  ibr,  b;  a  reference  to  the  vtnj  aooQrat« 
ocHomentator  on  the  laws  of  Englirad,  Juttiee 
Blaeittime,  1^10. — "  Natnrallistion,"  aajs  he, 
"  eaimot  be  perfonned  bat  by  an  aot  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  fi>r  by  this  an  alien  ia  pnt  in  exactiT  the 
Mine  state  as  if  be  had  been  bom  in  the  King's 
kgtonoa,  ne^t  only,  that  he  is  incapaj>1a,  as 
well  as  a  denizen,  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Privj  Cooncil,  or  Parliament,  holing  offices, 
gnmta,  Ac,  So  bill  for  naturalization  oan  be 
received  in  either  House  of  Parliament  without 
■Dcb  diaabling  claoBe  ia  it"  So  that  here  we 
find,  in  that  nation  from  which  we  derive  most 
of  our  ideas  on  this  anbjeot,  not  only  that  oiti- 
txsia  are  made  piogresrivdy,  bnt  that  snoh  a 
mode  is  abeolntelr  neceesarj  to  be  pmisned  in 
every  act  of  FarHaraent  for  the  nataralizatjcm  of 
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The  eame  learned  Judge  then  goee  on  to  show 
the  attempts  that  were  made  to  introduce  a  ge- 
neral ayatem  of  natnralizatlon,  and  how  they 
Euled ;  and  that,  to  this  day,  even  of  their  meri- 
ttxions  naval  and  niiUtary  characters  they  make 
■n  ezeeplion,  as  to  aittiog  in  Parliament,  ftc^ 
and  holding  granta  of  land  from  the  Orown, 
within  the  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. After  this,  I  presume,  it  will  not  be  con- 
tended that  we  cannot  found  oor  law  on  the 
prindpk  of  a  prt^reasive  and  prohational  na- 


ilr.  HrNTiHi 
too  indefinite ;  .  . 
an  oath  that  he  intends  to  redde  in  the  United 
States ;  but  bow  long,  and  for  what  purpose,  ia 
not  aaoertained.  He  may  determine  to  stay 
h»«  until  he  accompliahes  a  pardoalar  ot^ect; 
and  he  may  go  into  the  roo^  obscure  part  of 
ttw  Union  to  take  this  oath.  The  commnnitr 
oolunly  will  not  be  benefited  by  snoh  emi- 
granta,  and  therefore  they  onght  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  pririlegeB  of  citizenship.  The 
mode  of  nataraltzation,  pointed  out  in  this  bill, 
is  rnnoh  too  easy.  In  the  State  to  which  I  be- 
long, swd  he^  no  person  coold  be  natnralized, 
bnt  byan  act  of  theLezislstm-e;  the  same  is  the 
case  in  several  of  the  other  States,  and  in  Britain. 
He  never  knew  s  good  inhabitant,  who  wished 
to  be  adnutted  to  the  rights  <tf  dtizenship,  bnt 
what  firand  ttna  mode  soffloiently  easy.  The 
tttm  Uiat  an  emigrant  ebonld  reside  ought 
be  snflkiently  long  to  give  him  an  opportnnity 
rf  aeqniring  aknowledge  of  the  principles  of  the 
Government,  and  of  those  who  are  most  proper 
to  administer  it ;  otherwise  he  cannot  exerc' 
Us  privilege  with  any  advantage  to  himself, 
to  theoommnnity.    He  ther^ore  wiahed  that 


the  claoae  might  be  amended,  in  snch  a  maun^ 
as  to  leave  the  natnralixation  of  foreigners  to  the 
State  Legislatures. 

Ut.  Busks. — Unless  some  reddenoe  is  re- 
qaired,  it  m&j  be  attended  with  conihsion.  In 
lai^  cities,  like  Boston,  New-Tork,  or  Phila- 
delphia, an  election  may  be  carried  by  the  votes 
of  the  body  of  stulors  who  happened  to  be  in 
port  K  the  French  fleet  was  here  at  sach  a 
time,  and  a  spirit  of  party  strongly  eicited, 
perhaps  one  of  the  candidates  might  get  the 
crews  of  every  ship  in  the  fieet,  and  after  qoali- 
fying  them,  by  taking  an  oath  of  no  definite 
meaning,  cany  them  ap  to  the  hustings,  and 
plooe  himHelf  or  his  friend  on  this  Soor,  oon- 
trary  to  the  voice  of  nine-tenths  of  the  city. 
Even  a  reffldence  of  one  year  is  too  short,  it 
onght  to  be  two,  three,  or  fonr;  bnt  seven  is  too 
long.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  thia  hill  seems 
somehow  objectionable;  there  are  some  cases 
also  omitted,  which  may  show  the  neoesnty  of 
recommitting  it 

The  case  of  the  children  of  American  parents 
bom  abroad  onght  to  be  provided  for,  as  was 
done  in  the  case  of  Enriish  parents,  in  the  ISth 
year  of  WiUiam  III.  There  are  several  other 
cases  that  onght  to  be  likewise  attended  to. 

Mr.  Jackson  had  an  objection  to  any  persona 
holding  land  in  the  United  States  without  reffl- 
dence,  and  an  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen ; 
nnder  snob  a  regulation  the  whole  Western 
Territory  nught  be  pmv^hased  up  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  En^and,  France,  or  other  foreign  na- 
ti<ms;  the  landholders  might  combine  and  send 
out  a  large  tenantry,  and  have  thereby  aach  an 
interference  in  the  Government  as  to  overset 
the  prindples  upon  which  it  is  established.  It 
will  be  totally  aubvernve  of  the  old  established 
doctrine  that  allegiance  and  land  go  together; 
a  person  owing  no  allegiance  to  a  aoverdgn, 
onght  not  to  hold  lands  nnder  its  protectitai, 
beoanse  he  cannot  be  oalled  upon  and  obliged 
to  give  that  support  which  invasion  or  insnrreo- 
tion  may  render  necessary.  But  with  reepeot 
to  reffldenoe  and  probation,  t>efore  an  alien  is 
entitled  to  the  privilege  of  voting  at  elections,  I 
am  very  clear  it  ia  neceaaary ;  unless  gentlemen 
mean  to  render  the  rank  of  an  American  citizen 
the  maygame  of  the  world.  Shall  storiea  be 
told  of  onr  citizenship,  snch  as  I  have  read  in 
the  Fennaylvsnia  Magazine,  of  the  citizendiip 
there:  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  the 
ttory  runs,  that  at  acontested  election  hi  Phila- 
delphia, when  parties  ran  very  high,  and  no 
stone  was  left  unturned,  on  either  side,  to  csrry 
the  electioa  moet  of  uie  ships  in  the  harbor 
were  cleared  of  their  crews,  who,  ranged  under 
the  tnasten  and  owners,  came  before  a  magis- 
trate, took  the  oath  of  alle^ance,  and  pidd  half- 
a-erown  tax  to  the  oolleotor,  as  tiie  constitution 
reqnired,  then  went  and  voted,  and  decided  the 
contest  of  the  day.  On  the  return  of  one  of  the 
veaaela,  whose  crew  had  been  employed  lu  the 
afihir  of  the  election,  they  fell  in  with  a  ahoal  of 
porpoises  off  Oape  Eenlopen  :  "Hat"  said  (ow 
of  them,  "  what  meny  company  have  we  got 
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" whj,  going  toFIiiUdelphia,  to  be soro,  to  pa? 
tftiM  and  vote  fbr  Assembly  menl"  I  bt^w, 
Ur.  ObBinoan,  we  have  more  reepaot  for  onr 
ritaatJOD  as  ciUzens,  than  to  expose  ounelves  to 
the  tAimts  and  jeers  of  a  deriding  world,  bj 
makiDg  that  sitaatioD  too  ohei^. 

Mr.  BrBzx  sud,  no  person  oD^t  to ) 
tnitted  to  inherit  b^  descent  in  America, 
the  same  privil«^  was  reciprocated  bj  other 
nations ;  periispe  this  point  would  be  properly 
settled  "by  treaty,  and  it  would  be  well  to  intro- 
duce a  proviaionary  clause  to  this  effect  He 
was  also  in  bvor  of  admitting  foreigneri  to  hold 
lands  on  easy  terms,  if  they  would  oome  to  re- 
side among  ns ;  and  here  he  woold  take  ar 
portnnity  of  doing  iostf  oe  to  some  of  them, 
might  be  supposed,  from  what  had  bUen  from 
varions  parts  of  the  Honae,  that  foreignera,  edn- 
oated  nnder  a  monarchy,  were  inimical  to  the 
pore  principles  of  repubUcanism,  He  was  con- 
vinced that  this  doctrine  was  ontrae,  beoaose 
be  had  often  remarked,  that  foreigners  made  as 
good  oitisens  of  republics  as  the  natives  tbem- 
Bolvee.  Frenchmen,  brought  np  under  an  abso- 
lute monarch,  evinoed  their  love  of  liberty  in 


now  worthy  citizens, 
the  prinoiplea  of  onr  Bevolntion.  Emigrants 
trasa  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  have  not 
been  behind  any  in  the  love  of  this  oonntry ;  so 
there  is  but  little  oooasion  fbr  the  Jealonsy  which 
appeara  to  be  entertained  ftM-  the  preservation  of 
the  Gtovemment 

Mr.  TcoxxB  thon^t  the  bill  most  be  recom- 
mitted ;  bnt  he  did  not  wish  it  done  till  the 
sense  of  the  Honse  was  known  on  some  of  the 
various  points  that  had  presented  themselvee 
daring  the  debate.  With  respect  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  flist  ol&ose,  he  ^reed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Senei,)  that 
we  ought  to  provide  a  rule  of  naturalization, 
without  attempting  to  define  the  particular 
privileges  acquired  thereby  under  the  State 
Governments.  By  the  Oonstitation  of  the 
United  States,  the  electors  of  the  House  of 
■  Representatives  are  to  have  the  qnalifications 
requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislatnrea,  He  presumed 
it  was  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  State 
constitutions,  who  were  to  be  the  electors  of 
the  State  Legislatures,  and  therefore  the  General 
Government  had  no  right  to  interifere  therein, 

Mr.  Habtlbt  observed,  that  the  subject  was 
entirely  new,  and  that  the  committee  had  no 
positive  mode  to  enable  them  to  decide;  the 
practice  of  England,  and  the  regulations  of  the 
severs]  States,  threw  some  light  on  the  subject, 
but  not  snilicieut  to  enable  them  to  discover 
what  plan  of  natoralization  would  be  acceptable 
under  a  government  like  this.  Some  gentle- 
men hod  Directed  to  the  bill,  witiiont  attending 
to  all  its  parts,  for  a  remedy  was  themn  pro- 
vided fbr  some  of  the  inoonveniences  that  have 
been  enggested.    It  was  said  the  bill'ODght  to 
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extend  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  had  bw- 
passed  against  the  laws  of  fiweifm  nationa,  or 
been  oonvieted  of  a  capital  <«eDoe  in  any 
foreign  kingdom;  the  last  dense  contains  a  pro- 
viso to  that  effect,  and  he  bad  another  clause 
ready  to  present,  providing  for  the  children  of 
Amerioan  citizens  bom  out  of  the  T7nited  Stotea 

Ifr.  LrvKKMOBB  thoagbt  the  bill  very  imper- 
fect, and  that  the  committee  ought  to  rise,  and 
recommend  it  to  be  referred  to  a  select  omn- 
mittee;  observing,  that  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult for  fifty  or  sixty  persons  to  arrange  and 
make  a  system  of  a  variety  of  motions  md  ob- 
servations that  had  been  brou^t  forward. 

On  the  question  being  put,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported,  and  the  mil  was  recommitted 
to  a  committee  of  ten.* 

MoNniY,  February  8. 
Pvblie  Credit, 
The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Unkm. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
relative  to  a  provision  for  the  support  of  pnblM 
credit  was  before  them.    Kr.  Bauiwin  in  the 

AAer  a  silence  of  some  minntea, 

Mr.  LiTBBMOss  asked,  what  part  of  the  re- 
port it  was  expected  that  gentiemen  thoold 
speak  tot  He  wished  some  gentleman  would 
select  such  parts  aa  he  conceived  to  be  of  im- 
portance, and  submit  them  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  South  Oarolina)  waa  of  opin- 
ion, that  the  committee  had  better  oonrider  the 
object  of  the  report,  in  separate  points  of  view, 
by  which  means  they  would  be  able  to  go 
through  the  investigation  with  a  greater  degree 
of  accuracy  than  if  they  were  left  to  range  at 
large  in  the  extensive  field  before  them.  Hie 
report  contains  objects  so  various,  that  it  is 
possible  gentiemen  may  agree,  with  reepect  lo 
two,  and  yet  differ  on  a  third  r  fiwn  this 


idea  of  sin^e  and  independent  resolutions,  and 
had  prepared  the  following ;  if  the  manner  met 
the  approlwtion  of  the  committee,  he  would 
lay  them  on  the  table  for  consideration.  They 
"ere  to  the  following  effect : 

JUiolrtd,  That  Coagnu  onglit  nut  mc^cmni,  md 
they  have  adopted  mch  meunnM  u  irilL  mik«  an 
adequate  {avrinoD  for  the  public  debt 

JtaolBtd,  That  in  making  aoch  pnmuoo,  no  dt*- 
imicUioQ  shall  be  made  botweca  the  original  hold- 
I  or  Che  evidencei  and  Che  aasigneea  thereof. 
Bttdoed,  That  mch  of  the  d«b(a  of  Che  imlividii*! 
State*  a*  hava  beea  iucumd  by  them,  during  the 


Raolttd,  That  the  BTi«ar>gei  (^  interrat,  <Hi  the 
CantiDental  and  State  debts,  ought  to  be  fimded,  and 
camoUdated  with  tbs  prinoipal. 


■  Ttw  oooimlttH  reported  In  hm  of  ■  nddeaa  of  tva 

jtut,  aad  with  that  proTlilon  tb*  bID  wu  firirl 
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ThflH  motioiu  were  WTerallr  dipr«adye  of 
ol^jeota  oontemplated  in  tbe  Seoretarj'B  report 
Tlw  last  WW  DDon  a  prindple  of  modiflciUion, 
■Kh  u  waa  held  oat  in  the  plan  for  relouiiiig 
tfaedeM. 

TcBSDAT,  February  9. 
FiMie  eredit :  Prvvidmg  for  tt«  pvblU  dtbt  ; 

jMUming  tht  State    dd)U:  Funding  ihew 

eert\fiaUet:  Beport  of  General    EdmilUm, 

Seentarji  <^(ht  TVaotury. 

[To  the  Snt  otgoct,  that  of  tmridiog  far  die  pnb- 
Bo  ^bt,  diera  «u  no  ol^ratioo ;  to  the  utomptkm 
and  the  ftmdb^  tbna  wu  k  (tnomcnu  appoA'&tia, 

Ur.  J1.0ZBOR. — Believe  me,  Mr.  GhunnaD, 
I  luve  M  bigh  &  sense  of  the  obligation  we  are 
under  to  the  pnblic  creditors,  and  feel  as  muoh 
fratitiMle  towards  them  as  any  man  on  this 
floor.  I  shall  ever  oheeHbll}'  ^knowledge  the 
dn^  we  owe  to  onr  benefactors,  and  in  a  pe- 
onlur  manner  to  tlioee  brave  soldiers  who,  at 
the  risk  of  th«r  livea  and  fbrtonea,  seoored  the 
independencij  of  Ameriea.  I  have  also  the 
moat  ainoere  wishee  for  the  re-eatablishment  of 
pablio  credit,  and  tliat  npon  firm  and  solid 
ground,  and  on  prindplee  wnich  cannot  be  call- 
ed in  qneation ;  bat  t£ere  appears  to  me  a  pre- 
Tiooa  qnwtion,  which  has  not  /et  I>een  brooght 
forward ;  it  ia  ttiia,  whether  there  exists  an  im- 
mediate Deoe8ut;r  for  funding  tike  national  debt 
in  tlie  permanent  manner  proposed) 

The  high  regard  I  have  for  the  natm«  and 
arcnmstances  of  the  foreign  debt,  indooed  me 
to  let  tbe  first  prDpodtioa  pass  witbont  any 
■oimadveieion.  The  rote  wMdi  has  bees  taken 
on  that  point  will  serve  to  ahow  foreigners  that 
we  ai«  conoemed  to  preeerre  onr  credit  with 
than  b7  a  rigid  performance  of  onr  atipnlations  \ 
trtuting,  at  tbe  same  time,  tliat  oar  fellow-oiti- 
XHU  cannot  obieot  to  a  dietinotion  so  just  and 
pK^MT  in  itself;  for,  notwithstanding  wtiat  tbe 
dMneatio  creditiDrs  may  eaj,  it  is  the  money  of 
''  tt  haa.  In  a  great  measure,  eato- 
depenaenoe. 


biiahed  onr  indepe 


iflMfiOt 
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It  ia  donbtftal  with  me  wlwtber  t.  permanent 
fimded  debt  is  beneficial  or  not  to  anj  country ; 

le  of  the  first  writers  in  the  woiid,  and  who 
... .  moat  admired  on  aocoont  of  tbe  ctearneee  of 
their  perception^  have  thonght  otherwise,  and 
declared  that  wherever  fimaing  systems  hare 
been  adopted  in  a  Qovemment,  they  tend  more 

ii^nre  posterity  than  they  woold  ii^ve  the 
b&bitanta  to  p^  the  whole  debt  at  the  time  it 
was  oontract^o.  The  principle,  I  apprehend, 
ia  demonatrated  by  experience ;  the  first  ayatem 
of  the  kind  Uiat  we  have  any  aoooimt  of  orip- 
nated  in  the  State  of  Florence  in  the  year  IMl ; 
that  Qovernment  then  owed  abont  £60,000 
sterling  and  being  nnable  to  pay  it,  formed 
the  pnncipal  into  a  ftmded  debt,  truufbrabla 
with  interest  at  five  per  cent  What  la  the 
aitoation  of  Florence  in  oonseqnence  of  thia 
event?  Her  ancient  importance  is  annlliilafawl. 
Look  at  Genoa  and  Venice;  they  admited  a 
aimilar  policy,  and  are  the  only  two  of  tne  It*- 
lian  RepQblice  who  can  pretend  to  an  indepen- 
dent existence,  bnt  their  splendor  is  obacnred ; 
they  have  never  been  able  rinoe  the  period  at 
which  ■  (iinding  systam  was  tntrodaced  to  raise 
themaelvea  to  tbat  formidable  state  to  which 
they  were  before.  Spain  seems  to  have  learned 
the  practice  from  tbe  Italian  Repoblios,  and  she, 
by  tiie  antddpation  of  her  immense  rerenae,  haa 
sank  her  oonseqnence  beneatli  that  level  wbioh 
her  natural  situation  roisht  have  maintained. 
Franoe  ia  considerably  enfeebled,  and  langniahes 
under  a  heavy  load  of  debt.  En^and  Is  a  mel- 
ancholy inatanee  of  the  ruin  attending  sneh 
engagements.  In  the  reign  of  King  WlUiam, 
1706,  the  poboy  of  the  E^lish  Parliament  laid 
the  foimdation  of  what  is  called  their  national 
debt ;  bnt  the  sum  was  inconsiderable ;  it  little 
exceeded  £&,DOO,000 sterling;  the  example  tben 
set  has  been  doe^  followed.  In  ITll,  It 
amounted  to  £9,177,769  sterling,  daring  iha 
wars  in  the  reign  of  Qneen  Anne ;  since  that, 
tbe  capital  of  the  debt  of  Great  Britain  amonnt- 
ed,  in  1777,  to  abont  £186,000,000  sterling; 
and  to  sach  a  pitcb  has  the  spirit  of  funding 
and  borrowing  i>een  carried  in  that  country, 
that  in  1786,  thdr  national  debt  had  incieaaea 
to  £330,000,000  sterling;  a  bnrthen  wbich  the- 
most  aangnine  mind  can  never  contemplate 
they  will  ever  be  relieved  ftam.  If  fntnre  dif- 
ficidties  should  involve  that  nation  still  Rirther, 
what  mnst  be  the  conseqaencel  The  same 
efiect  mnst  be  produced  that  has  taken  place 
in  other  natirais ;  it  mnat  either  bring  on  a  na- 
tional bankruptcy,  or  annihilate  her  existence 
OB  an  independent  empire.  Hence  I  contend 
that  a  funding  system  in  this  coontry  will  be 
highly  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  the  Repnb- 
Uc ;  it  may,  for  a  moment,  raise  onr  credit,  and 
increase  onr  oiroulotion  by  multiplying  a  new 
species  of  curreooy ;  bat  it  most  hereafter  setde 
upon  onr  posterity  a  burthen  which  they  can 
neither  bear  nor  relieve  themselves  from.  It 
will  establish  a  precedent  in  America  Chat  may, 
and  in  all  probability  will  be  pureued  by  the 
soverdgn  anthority,  imtil  it  brings  ppmi  va 
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1  which  it  has  never  ^led  to  bring,  c 


the  earth  who  have  had  the  temerity  to  ma^e 
the  eiperimeDL  Let  ns  take  warning  b;  the 
errorB  of  Enrope,  and  gnanl  agaiiut  the  intro- 
dnetjon  of  a  njatem  followed  b;  caUmitiea  so 
omTersal.  Though  our  present  debt  be  but  a 
few  aillions,  in  the  course  of  a  aiiigie  centur; 
it  maj'  he  mnltiplied  to  an  extent  we  dare  not 
think  of;  for  m^  part,  I  woald  rather  have  di- 
rect taxes  imposed  at  once,  which,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  would  aninhilate  the  principal 
of  war  debt.  A  few  years'  eiertion  in  this  way 
will  save  onr  posterity  from  a  load  of  annnal 
interest,  amoonting  to  the  fifth,  or  perhaps  the 
bsJf  of  the  snm  we  are  now  onoer  engi^enients 
to  pay. 

Bat  why,  Mr.  Ohairman,  should  we  hasten 
on  this  bustnesa  of  fimdingl  Are  onr  debta 
aaoertainedt  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
tie  Treasury  proposes  that  we  shonld  not  oidy 
Amd  the  debts  that  are  ascertained,  bnt  the  nn- 
liqoidated  and  imsettled  debts  dne  from  the 
Continent;  nor  does  the  plan  stop  here,  it  pro- 
poeee  that  we  should  assume  the  payment  of 
the  Btate  debts — debts  to  dh  totaliy  onknown. 
Many  of  the  Btates,  rar,  have  not  yet  ascer- 
tuned  what  they  owe ;  and  if  we  do  not  know 
the  amount  of  what  we  owe,  or  are  to  be  in- 
debted, shall  we  establish  fimdst  Bhall  we  pnt 
OUT  hands  into  the  pockets  of  onr  oonstitDents, 
and  appropriate  moneys  for  usee  we  are  undeter- 
minea  oft  Bnt  more  especially  shall  we  do 
this,  when,  in  doing  it,  it  is  indispatably  oer- 
tun,  thiA  the  encumbrance  will  more  than  ez- 
oeed  all  the  beuefite  and  oonveiuenceat  Gten- 
tlemea  may  come  forward,  perhapa,  and  tell 
me,  that  funding  tJte  pnblio  debt  wilt  increase 
tiie  circolating  medium  of  the  country,  by 
means  of  its  transferable  quality ;  hut  this  is 
denied  by  the  beat  informed  men.  The  fund- 
ing of  the  debt  will  oocamon  enormous  taxes 
for  the  payment  of  die  interest  These  taxes 
will  bear  heavily  both  on  agricnltore  and  oom- 
meroe.  It  will  l>e  chaining  the  active  and  in- 
dnatrions  citizen,  who  pays  his  share  of  the 
taxes,  to  pay  the  indolent  and  idle  creditor  who 
receives  them,  to  be  spent  and  wasted  in  the 
oonrse  of  tlie  year,  withont  any  hope  of  a  htnre 
reproduction ;  for  the  new  c^tsl  which  they 


mnst  have  existed  in  the  ooontry  before, 

rt  have  been 

muntainiug 


and  must  have  been  employed,  as  all  capitals 
are^  in  muntaining  prodnctive  labor.  Thus 
the  honest,  hord-wornng  part  of  the  oommn- 
nitj  will  promote  tie  ease  and  Inmry  of  men 
of  wealth;  snob  a  system  may  benefit  large 
dtdes,  like  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  bnt 
the  remote  parts  of  the  continent  will  not  feel 
die  invigoradng  warmth  of  the  American  trea- 
sury; in  the  proportion  that  it  benefits  one,  it 
will  depress  anotner. 

Mr.  Sxris,  (of  Sontli  Oarolina.)— The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  contuns  a 
proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a  sinking 
fund.  I  wish  the  gentleman  who  bronght  for- 
ward the  KfloIntionB  under  oonnderation,  had 


Included  that  part  of  the  syst«m  in  his  pn^ 
sitioiv,  as  it  might  have  had  a  t«ndeiiey  to  cms 
the  mind  of  ute  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  and  to  have  shown  hmi  that  the  pob- 

debt  is  not  intended  to  acquire  the  perma- 
nency which  he  dreads.  If  onr  present  debt 
cannot  be  paid  off  at  once,  all  that  can  be  dou 
is  to  provide  such  ftmds  for  its  gradual  eitiBB- 
tion  as  will  morally  ensure  the  oUect. 

The  gentleman  has  contended,  that  pabUo 
funding  is  a  public  iiynry.  I  agree  with  him 
that  funding  a  debt  to  a  very  great  araoniit 
may  be  very  iqjnriDOS ;  yet  fhnding  a  smill 
debt  is  beneficial.  Bnt  whether  this  is,  or  is 
not  a  f^  is  not  the  olject  of  our  present  'at- 
qniry ;  we  are  not  in  a  otnation  to  detennine 
whether  we  will  or  will  not  have  a  pnblio  debt 
We  have  it  already,  and  it  >^>pears  to  me  to  be 
a  matter  of  necessity  that  we  should  qipropriite 
some  fbnds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  ap<ni 
it.  Wben  we  conader  the  natnre  of  the  wn- 
traot,  fbr  what  it  is  we  owe  the  money,  and  cur 
ability  to  comply,  it  followa,  of  oonsaqnoice, 
that  we  must  pay ;  it  follows  as  dose  ai  tbs 
shadow  follows  its  substance ;  or  as  dose  as  tlM 
night  follows  the  day.  The  only  qnestaon  thrt 
can  come  before  ns  io,  the  mode  of  doing  it 

With  respect  to  tliat  part  of  onr  debt  trliicb 
is  yet  unascertained,  I  would  just  be^  leave  to 
observe,  that  it  is  not  our  &iilt  that  it  rem^ 
in  an  unsettled  state ;  neither  is  it  the  flult  it 
those  who  have  brought  in  their  aooounts  sad 
had  Qiem  liquidated.  Eence,  it  appears  to  ms 
extremely  hard  that  we  shonld  rc^ase  to  pro- 
vide fOT  the  payment  of  those  to  whom  we  so- 
knowledge  ourselves  to  be  indebted,  becauH 
there  are  others  whose  claims  against  ns  are  not 
yet  at^usted.  The  argnment,  therefore,  whiii 
relates  to  this  point,  as  well  as  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  Western  Territory,  will  apply  tm 
years  hence  as  well  as  now,  and  Amtu  an  etoiul 
pretext  iot  defoiring  the  boMness. 

Mr.  FrrzsiHOirB  nid,  that  the  drcmnstanM 
of  the  foreign  debt  were  such  as  left  no  ehdee 
in  onr  power,  aooording  to  the  plan  proposed  t? 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury ;  but  we  have  U 
in  our  power,  and  are  Teoommended  to  make  a 
different  arrangement  with  respect  to  the  do- 
mestic debt  I  stated,  when  I  introduced  tb« 
resolutions,  that  they  were  intended  to  bring 


that  account ;  but  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
foreign  creditors  are  not  here  to  make  a  ecu- 
tract  with  the  people  of  the  United  States,  bc^ 
the  domestic  creditors  are ;  and  we  may  hdd 
out  a  modification  to  them  for  their  accepUoee. 
With  respect  to  the  means  by  which  we  riuj 
be  enabled  to  pay  the  interest  and  prindpsl  ra 
our  debt,  this  resolntion  has  nothing  to  do,  it 
leaves  it  to  the  consideration  of  ^te  committee; 
and  every  gentleman  will  be  perfectly  at  libar^ 
to  propose  and  support  such  as  he  supposes  to 
be  most  Huitable  t^  onr  abilitiee. 

Mr.  LivBBMOKB. — ^I  do  not  dearly  understand 
the  import  of  the  res(dii(ion  befive  tbe  oomcut- 
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prianpal  of  tlie  domestic  debt,  m  the 
BDainl  appears  on  tiie  fiue  of  the  eertiflcfltes, 
I  ibd  be  totaUv  against  it ;  whether  it  point«d- 
Ij  Mrries  that  meaning  or  not,  I  cannot  sar. 

For  mj  part,  1  eonwder  the  tbreign  and  do- 
iBMtie  debt  to  MITT  with  them  -very  material 
AilndionfL  The  one  is  not  lite  a  debt,  while 
tb«  etber  has  all  the  tnse  qnalitiefl  of  one. 
Hcnnrer  gtvtiemen  maj  think  on  this  subject, 
tiwB  is  ■  great  difference  between  the  merits 
of  fliat  debt  which  waa  lent  the  United  Staten 
in  ntt  coin,  by  disinterested  persona,  not  con- 
trfsei  or  benefited  by  the  revoltition,  and  at  a 
Icnr  rate  of  interest,  and  those  debts  which  have 
beta  aecimiulating  npon  the  United  States,  at 
tb«  rate  of  eii  per  cent,  interest,  and  which 
were  wA  incarrM  for  effident  money  lent,  bnt 
Sit  depreciated  paper,  or  services  done  at  einr- 
littaiil  Trtw,  or  for  goods  or  proTisiona  sopplied 
at  more  tliin  their  real  worth,  by  those  who  re- 
e^f ed  all  tbe  benefita  arising  from  onr  change 
of  eondiiioiL  It  is  witliiu  the  knowledge  of 
every  genllemsB,  that  a  very  considerable  part 
of  oor  drnncstie  loan-olBee  debt  arose  in  this 
ruuuKT.  It  is  well  known  that  loan-office  cer- 
tifitates  were  issned  as  a  kind  of  drcnlating 
msdinBi.  when  the  United  States  wer«  in  mch 
ttRDts  for  eatih,  that  they  conld  not  raise  the 
Deawary  sopplie*  in  any  other  way.  And  it  is 
Te*T  well  known,  tliat  those  who  sold  goods  or 
pnmnoin  fbr  this  ciTcnlatlng  medinni,  raised 
their  prices  from  six  to  ten  shillingB  at  least. 

Tliere  is  another  oljservation  I  wonld  beg 
leave  to  make.  The  prices  at  which  oor  sup- 
plies were  procnred  wore  such,  even  in  hard 
iimiey,  that  it  might  be  said  specie  had  depre- 
cilted.  or,  what  amonnted  to  the  same  thing, 
tbe  eoniniodities  were  sold  fbr  more  than  tiicir 
anrent  price;  In  many  cases,  half  the  price 
wobM  now  ptirchase  the  same  thing.  If  bo, 
tiMre  is  as  mnch  reason  that  we  should  now 
eCBMder  thc^e  pnbho  secarities  in  B  depreciated 
statH,  as  every  holder  of  them  has  considered 
thm  &«m  that  time  to  this.  There  was  a  pe- 
riod at  which  they  were  considered  of  no  greater 
nine  than  three  or  four  shillhtgs  in  tbe  ponnd ; 
It  tins  day  they  are  not  at  more  than  eight  or 
tML  If  this,  then,  is  the  case,  why  shonldCon- 
gresB  put  it  npon  the  same  footing  as  the  fbreifin 
oebt,  for  which  they  received  a  hard  dollar  for 
every  dirflar  they  engaged  to  pay  1  Could  any 
ponble  wroBg  bo  done  to  those  who  hold  the 
dcasMtie  deb^  by  estimating  it  Bt  its  cnrrent 
TBlner  I  do  not  speak  of  those  only  who  have 
ivecolatcd  in  certificates.  With  respect  to 
tbem,  I  do  not  see  how  B  difference  can  bo 
made.  By  the  reeolntions  of  Congress,  and 
trtXD  tbe  face  of  the  piapers,  it  appears  that  they 
were  tnnsferable. 

It  may  be  said,  that  there  was  some  part  of 
the  dwnestio  debt  incurred  by  loans  of  hard 
money.  There  might  be  a  small  part  lent  in 
tins  way,  bot  It  waa  rerj  small  indeed,  ccnnpai'- 
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ed  with  the  whole  of  the  domestic  debt.  It  is 
in  the  memory  of  every  gentleman,  that,  before 
the  beginning  of  the  rcvolntion,  every  State  ia- 
saed  paper-money;  it  answered  the  exigencies 
of  Government  in  a  considerable  degroe.  The 
United  Btntes  issued  a  cnrrency  of  ^e  same 
natnre,  which  answered  their  purposes,  except 
in  some  particular  cases,  aud  these  were  effected 
by  loans  of  certain  sums  of  hard  money.  If 
any  distinctions  are  to  be  made  among  the  do- 
mestic crcditorsi,  theyonght  to  be  made  in  favor 
of  such  only,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the 
origin  of  the  debt ;  while  the  great  mass  given 
for  the  deprecinfed  paper,  or  provisions  swd  at 
double  prices,  ought  to  be  liquidated  at  its  real 
value,  I  cannot  think  it  injustice  to  reduce  tiie 
interesta  on  those  debts.  lahonld  therefore  ha 
against  passing  this  resolution,  if  it  carries  in  it 
the  idea  of  paying  the  principid  and  interest, 
according  to  the  face  of  the  paper.  It  is  well 
known,  tliat  a  large  proportion  of  this  domestic 
debt  was  incurred  for  paper-money  lent.  To 
be  sure  Congress  acknowledged  its  value  etjual 
to  its  name ;  bnt  this  was  done  on  a  principle  of 
policy,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rapid  deprecia- 
tion which  was  taking  place.  But  money  lent 
in  this  deprei'iated  and  depreciating  state,  can 
hardly  be  said  to  bo  lent  from  a  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism ;  it  was  a  mere  speculation  In  pnbhc  secu- 
rities. Tliey  hoped,  by  putting  their  money  in 
the  loan-office,  though  m  a  depreciated  state, 
to  reeeivo  hard  money  for  it  oy  aad  by.  I 
flatter  myself  this  prediction  wifl  never  be  ef- 
fected. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  boa  olTered 
some  altemntives  t<i  the  creditors,  out  of  which 
they  may  make  their  election;  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  they,  all  of  them,  propose  b  redaction 
in  the  principal  and  interest,  that  ttcy  may 
have  an  annuity  of  two-thirds,  at  sii  per  cen- 
tum, or  for  the  whole  sum  at  fonr  per  centom, 
or  they  may  accept  of  the  other  terms.  Though 
this  raay  moke  a  reduction  favorable  to  the  pub- 
lic, yet  this  is  not  such  b  reduction  as  justice, 
in  my  opinion,  reijnires;  and  as  the  resolution 
before  the  committee  is  intended  to  make  way 
for  the  adoption  of  those  principles,  I  shall  vote 
agmnst  it,  though  I  would  rather  it  was  passed 
over  for  the  present,  in  order  to  see  what  is  Uie 
sense  of  the  Uon!«  on  making  b  speciflo  provi- 
sion for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 

Mr.  Faob  was  glad  that  the  question  had 
been  asked  the  mover  of  the  propositions  on 
the  table  what  was  the  object  of  the  resolution 
now  under  consideration,  because  it  was  liable 
to  be  misunderstood.  Bnt  now,  he  presumed, 
the  answer  had  satisfied  every  gentleman's  mind. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  was 
pleased  to  observe,  that  foreigners  were  not  in- 
terested in  tbe  late  revolution;  that  what  they 
did  was  from  such  motives  as  demanded  our 
gratitude;  but  our  citizens  were  deeply  inter- 
ested, and,  I  believe,  if  they  were  never  to  get 
a  (hrthing  for  what  is  owing  to  them  fbr  their 
services,  they  would  be  well  pwd ;  they  have 
gained  what  tliey  ^ined  at ;  they  have  aeonred 
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their  liberties  and  their  Iive«;  tiier  will  b«  sat- 
isfied thftt  this  Honsa  hM  pledged  itself  to  pa; 
to  foreigaen  the  geaeroas  loans  they  adviuced 
ns  in  the  day  of  matreaB.  IT  we  were  to  make 
dutisctioDS  adverte  to  their  intereits,  we  could 
never  expect  from  them  a  further  favor  in  the 
ftitnre  eiigenoiae  of  thia  country.  But  we  may 
also  look  with  conSdonoe  at  home  for  loans  and 
MTvioes ;  on  snch  occa^ona  they  will  ba  sup- 
plied us  on  the  principlee  of  patriotism;  the 
adoption  of  the  first  reaolution  waa  therefore 
politic  and  jost,  bat  the  motion  of  my  worthy 
colleague  is  not  neoeaaary.  I  feel  for  my  fellow- 
oltLMOS  who  hare  slorioaaly  exerted  thanselvea 
in  the  salvation  of  their  oonntry  by  tlieir  ser- 
Tioea  in  the  field,  or  the  sappliee  which  they 
yielded,  OH  much  as  any  man  can  do.  laakuowl- 
edge  the  debt  of  ^atjlude  the  community  owes 
to  those  select  citizens,  and  am  willing  to  pay 
it  as  &r  as  we  possibly  can;  but  they  cannot, 
they  will  npt  complain  of  the  deference  we  have 
ihown  to  others,  whose  partionlar  aitoation 
merited  such  regaid  at  our  hands. 

Mr.  Scort. — 1  find  myself  obliged  to  conader 
the  GoTomment  of  the  United  Btatea  in  a  very 
different  situation,  with  respect  to  our  foreign 
and  domestic  creditors.  With  respect  to  the 
foreign  debt,  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
United  Stat«e,  are  vested  with  foil  power,  and 
we  are  bound  in  duly  to  provide  for  Um  punc- 
tual psymoat  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
contract;  bnt  when  1  torn  my  eyes  to  the  do- 
mestio  debt,  I  find  myself  in  a  very  different 
situation.  I  conceive  myself  a  mere  arbiter 
among  the  individuals  0/  whioh  tJie  Union  is 
oompoBed.  A  part  of  the  people  have  a  claim 
upon  somebody.  I  think  tJiat  claim  ia  against 
the  people  at  large,  and  we  are  not  only  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  lliat  olsom,  if  Just,  bnt 
to  determine  whether  that  claim  is  Just  or  not 
One  part  of  the  community  q)plieB  to  us  to  re- 
cover of  the  other  what  is  due  to  it;  the  other 
says,  the  debt  is  too  large,  it  is  more  than  ia 
Justly  due ;  you  must  try  and  determine  between 
US,  and  say  what  part  is  Just,  and  what  is  not. 
This  brings  dearly  into  my  view  the  whole  suti- 
Ject,  as  a  thing  within  the  power  of  Congress 
to  new  model  or  modi^,  if  we  find  that  justice 
demands  it;  but  we  have  no  such  anuority 
with  respect  to  the  foreign  debt  It  ia  very 
clear  to  me,  that  we  have  the  power  to  admin- 
ister Justice  and  impartiiality  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union ;  and  this  will  lead  me  freely 
to  assert,  that  we  nave  not  only  anthoritj,  but 
it  is  our  daty,  if,  on  examination,  we  find  that 
not  more  than  half  the  sum  that  is  claimed  is 
Jnstly  claimed,  to  strike  off  the  other  half, 

Mr.  BotTDiNOT^ — I  am  glad  to  see  gentlemen 
bring  into  view  principles  on  which  to  deter- 
mine tlie  great  question  before  ns;  because, 
when  they  are  once  eataUished,  they  will  ena- 
ble as  to  proceed  with  certainty  to  a  decision. 
If  the  principles  brooriit  forward  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  are  just,  bis 
arguments  are  of  great  weight;  but  %  on  con- 
oderation,  we  shall  find  that  the  principles  are 


nqjnstj  then  I  preanme,  however  oogent  the  tj*- 


determine  the  different  claims  of  the  oreditan 
of  the  United  States.  If  we  are  in  t^at  pn^ 
■ment,  1  agree  wo  ought  not  to  proceed  Wod 
fiiU  evidence  and  hearing  of  those  claims.  Bat 
I  have  never  hitherto  been  led  to  consider  Cm- 
gress  in  this  light,  nor  can  I  now  OMiader  tbem 
in  any  such  point  of  view.  I  oonaider  the  Ooo- 
gress,  who  entered  into  tfaeee  e^agemeots,  u 
compiet«  representatives  of  the  Umted  Statn, 
and,  in  their  politioal  ca^tacity,  authoriied,  by 
the  arijcles  of  Confederation,  to  contract  the 
debts  for  which  onr  pnblie  faith  is  pledged;  in- 
stead oi  being  Jndgea,  or  arbitrators,  on  thie  00- 
caaion,  we  are  parties  to  the  contract;  luxvi 
our  case  varied,  by  the  dissolution  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  l>eoan5e  the  existing  a(»ttitatioii 
liae  expressly  reot^nized  the  eng^emeute  mode 
under  the  former.  AH  debts  oontracted  bc&re 
the  adoption  of  thia  oonstitntitHi,  shall  be  ts 
valid  against  the  United  States,  onder  this  Qor- 
ernmenti  as  under  the  Oonfederati<Mi.  Now  is 
the  moment  to  establish  the  prinoiide;  if  tlie 
constitution  admits  the  borrowing  c/money,  <k 
paying  for  supplies,  to  be  a  contract,  we  are  ona 
of  the  parties  to  this  contraot,  and  all  idea  <£ 
being  arbiters  must  vanish.  We  cannot  judge 
in  onr  own  cause.  The  caae  will  now  stoitd 
clear;  we  owe  a  debt,  oontracted  for  a  valnoUa 
consideration.  The  evidenoea  of  our  debt  are 
in  the  hands  of  onr  creditors,  and  ve  are  called 
upon  to  discharge  tbem;  if  we  have  it  in  onr 
power,  we  ought  to  consider  omselves  bound  to 
do  it,  on  every  principle  of  honor,  of  justice,  and 
of  policy ;  hnt  as  we  nave  not  the  ability  to  pay 
the  whole  o5^  nor,  perbwe,  the  whole  iuteret^ 
we  must  endeavor  to  make  such  a  modifiootiou 
OS  will  enable  us  to  satisfy  every  one.  Not 
that  this  modification  shall  take  place  without 
the  consent  of  the  creditors;  this  would  be  im- 

E roper  and  u^Jnst.  Each  }»rty  is  as  mach  to 
e  consulted  on  this  occauon,  as  it  was  at  tlie 
time  of  the  first  contract.  It,  then,  Craigrta  is 
bound  by  the  first  contract,  no  genUemaa  can 
say  we  are  judges.  If  we  are  parties,  what 
woold  Iw  the  deciaion  before  a  court  of  jnslioe! 
The  creditor  produces  my  bond,  by  which  I 
have  bound  myself  to  pay  a  hundred  dollore ;  I 
cannot  gainsay  the  &ct;  no  man  is  allowed  to 
plead  that  he  has  made  a  bad  bargain,  and  dist 
at  other  times,  he  could  have  purchased  whst 
he  got  of  the  creditor  at  half  the  sum  be  wta 
forced  to  allow  him.     The   inquiry  with  tbo 

J'udgea  is  not,  whether  the  debtor  mode  a  good 
argajn  or  not,  but  whether  he  did  it  fairly  and 
volontarily.  We  are  in  the  same  predicament 
if  we  &irly  and  honestly  received  Uie  gvidyn 
qw;  we  are  bound,  as  pwtiea  to  the  hooett 
performance  of  the  contract,  to  discbarge  the 
debt ;  otherwise,  what  avEuls  the  clause  in  the 
constitution,  declaring  all  debts  contracted,  aod 
engagement^  entered  into,  before  the  adoption 
to  be  as  valid  against  the  present  GoTemmeat 
as  they  were  nnder  the  dd  OonfederatioDf 
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Hm  M>t  WM  bona  JUt  anlnoted ;  it  wu  luy 
kDowkdged  hr  Hit  United  SUtM;  ftnd  the 
flreditor  noeived  aoertificato  u  to  the  evidenoe 
of  bw  debt.  It  u  immaterial  to  na  what  he  did 
with  it.  I  ocmfen,  if  the  original  holder  wtu 
to  oome  fbnrard,  and  nj  that  he  had  been 
robbed  at  anch  oridKiee,  we  ought  not  to  paj 
it  nutil  the  point  was  aaoertained  in  a  oonrt 


topoi 
the  fbrdgn  and  d<Kne«tio 
debt  I  admit  Hum  Is  a  dia&MiUoD,  and  that 
io  MMtker  instanee,  whkh  has  not  been  men- 
tkned.  Hia  Ibat  CAiiiitian  Utjtttj,  when  he 
tnt  beeame  onr  important  ally,  presented  Oon- 
greHwidiahi^ramofmon^;  bnt  thia  being 
inanflBcient  to  proenre  na  the  neoeaeaiy  aopplf 
of  militUT  itoKa,  a  loan  waa  made  na  from  the 
TOfnl  oofien  of  France.    Bnt  thia  also  being 

._ .  > .._  -igeodeaTored  to  obtain  fortheriua 

The  cre^t  of  the  United 
o  mncii  impaired,  ae  to  hold  oat  bat 
little  enoaaragenient  to  IndiTidoala  to  trust  ns 
with  their  moaej.  The  Frenoh  King  .added 
•nother  mai^  <^  his  diadngntshed  attention :  he 
goarvitied  the  loan,  and  the  money  was  ob- 
tained— obtained  of  tlie  widow  and  fatherless; 
of  penwia  whose  alt  depended  upon  a  pnnctoal 
pafmeot  of  the  interest  On  tbie  point  I  oonld 
reisr  700  to  letters  from  onr  commisdonerB  b 
Enrcxw^  who  b^  that  we  nu^  not  pat  them  on 
this  Wsinee^  imleas  we  are  owtain  that  the 
United  States  will  otreftilly  provide  for  the 
Pkjioeot  of  the  interest;  because,  in  case  of 
failure,  hutdreds  mast  perish  for  want  This 
Is  anouier  motiTe  wh7  we  ahonid  attend  to  the 
performance  of  onr  contracts;  and  I  will  repeat 
again,  it  is  what  we  are  called  apon  to  do  apon 
•TCty  principle  of  honor,  justice,  and  pt^oj. 

Hr.  Lawbxbob. — The  obeervations  of  the 
bonorable  gmtleman  from  PeonsylTaiiia,  (Hr. 
Scott,)  if  f  rightly  nnderstand  them,  apply  to 
the  principal,  and  not  the  interest  of  the  do- 


sappUea  daring  the  late  war, 
of  rather  too  great  nominal 


retMved  evideneee 

TBlae;  and  that,  at  tUg  period  of  time,  tt  ii 
eemmrj  to  investigste  erery  particolar  claim, 
anl  judge  whether  the  balances  are  respectively 
dae  or  not  The  gentleman  has  dietingaisbed 
between  the  foreign  and  domestio  creditor  on 
this  point;  he  anppoees  tite  foreign  debt  ooght 
not  to  be  re-examined,  becaase  tiie  holders  of 
it  are  nnoonneated  with  our  Government. 
Tbey  lent  na  money,  and  we  are  bound  accord- 
ing to  the  pre^se  terms  of  tbe  contract  Here 
I  agree  with  him ;  bnt  that  there  should  be  a  solid 
diatinctiou  in  Jnstiee  between  the  foreign  and 
domestic  creditor  is  to  me  a  nngolar  thing.  It 
WM  nbaerved,  that  tbe  citizens  of  America 
wonid  be  well  paid  for  their  laana,  soppUes,  and 
■ervioea,  by  the  benefita  and  pndte  arising  t 
them  by  tbe  revotntion ;  but  are  we  to  Bacrtfi< 
the  claims  of  individoals  of  the  commanity  for 
llw  advantage  <a  the  wholel    Who  are  boM- 


flted  by  the  revolntitm  I  Every  citiEen.  Then 
every  citizen  is  boand  to  contribote  his  equal 

Sert  of  the  expenses  attending  the  prooarement. 
hoald  thoM  of  our  citizens  who  fomiahed  the 
supplies,  or  loaned  their  money,  be  the  only 
class  who  are  injured  f     Every  citizen  is  bonnd 

,  y  according  to  hia  ability,  becanae  every 
one  has  participated  in  the  benefits :  then  the 
caily  question  to  ssk  is,  whether  this  ^scrimina- 
tion  diould  be  made  to  ascertain  or  new  pn^Mir- 
tion  the  debt!  This  will  lead  me  to  mqaire 
whether  It  is  proper  for  us,  after  the  resolatioii 
passed  at  the  last  seenon,  after  the  reeoln- 
we  have  Jnst  now  passed,  to  scale  the  pub- 
lic debt  anewt  Shall  we  say  that  the  evidence 
es  on  its  fhce  fraud  and  deception?  I  con- 
tend we  sbsU  not  Wby  shall  we  liquidate  a 
debt  which  is  established  upon  a  complete  and 
final  settlement?  From  tlie  &ce  of  the  evi- 
dences arises  the  demand,  and  that  is  tlie  de- 
mand we  are  to  make  jHovirion  for.  Shall  we 
go  to  our  ofiScers  and  solvere  who  served  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  individually,  and  say  that  the 
balanoe  struck  to  be  due  to  them  Is  an  imposi- 
tion on  the  public,  when  the  Government  itself 
has  determinod  that  they  were  entitled  to  such 
particular  reward  I  It,  at  the  time  those  secn- 
rities  were  given  to  them.  Government  had  pud 
them  in  money,  wonld  any  gentleman  now  c<»- 
tend  that  their  aocountsought  to  be  reliqaidBted, 
and  every  individnal  called  npon  to  refhnd  s 
part  of  what  he  acquired  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  this  country  t  Certainly  no  gentleman 
would  contend  for  such  a  measure.  How  la 
tbe  nature  of  Mte  case  altered  ftom  tite  circinn- 
stances  of  onr  having  been  so  qnfortunate  as  to 
pay  those  worthy  men  with  a  certificate  in  Hen 
of  the  money  which  was  dnet  The  nature  vt 
the  case,  I  conceive,  is  perfectly  the  tame ;  and 
we  are  in  duty  bonnd  to  make  a  fUl  eompensa- 
tion.  The  face  of  the  paper  expresses  That  that 
is,  and  it  is  to  be  oar  gtude ;  tne  demand  anrelj 
is  not  to  be  lessened. 

Ur.  Jaoksos  said  there  were^  most  surely, 
principles  on  which  to  ground  a  discrimination 
betwixt  a  foreign  and  domestic  creditor ;  if 
there  was  no  other,  there  was  this,  that  the 
domeetio  creditors  are  those  tliat  are  bound  to 
pay  tbe  foreign  creditors  their  demand;  they 
ongbt,  consequently,  to  do  jusUoe  to  others,  I^ 
a  punctual  payment,  before  they  require  a  dia- 
charge  of  their  own  di^ms. 

Hr.  Amis  did  not  conceive  it  material  to 
inquire  whether  there  be  an  equal  obBgatimi  on 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  pay  their 
foreign  and  domestio  creditors,  when  they 
meant  to  pay  both ;  bnt  if  it  is  Intended  to  re- 
duce the  prindpal  of  either,  it  will  lead  us  into 
a  discussion  of  the  principles  on  which  sucli 
a  measure  ought  to  be  fonnded.  The  honorable 
gentleman  fhim  Pennsylvania  (itr.  Soott)  pro- 
bably intends  by  the  amendment  to  have  > 
reduction  of  the  debt ;  I  have,  said  he,  so  mntdi 
respect  for  the  good  sense  ^od  upright  inten- 
tions of  that  honorable  geuUeman,  Uiat  I  will 
not  impute  to  hbanaworOkyvotiTW;  nor  do  I 
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believe  Utat  he  governs  his  coodnct  in.  private 
life  b7  mftrinn*  which  I  sospect  to  be  ooatAined 
in  the  amendment  now  before  os.  I  would  not 
be  nnderetood,  b;  anj  means,  to  oonver  an 
Improper  reflection  upon  the  opinions  of  aaj 
one.  The  science  of  fiuance  is  new  in  Ame- 
rica ;  a  KentJeniaii  may  therefore  propoae  the 
worst  of  measnree  with  the  beet  intentions. 
■What,  let  me  inquire,  will  be  the  perniciona 
oonseqnencee  resulting  from  the  establishment 
of  tbiH  dootrise  ?  will  it  not  be  sabvemve  of 
everj  principle  on  which  pnblic  contracts  are 
fonnded)  The  eridenoes  of  the  debt,  poaaeBBed 
bj  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  cannot^ 
in  reason,  jnatice,  or  policy,  be  considered  in 
an;  other  ught  tnan  as  pablio  bonds,  for  the 
redemptjon  imd  payment  of  which  the  property 
And  labor  of  the  whole  people  are  pledged. 
The  odIt  fnst  idea  is,  that  when  the  pnhHo  con- 
tract a  debt  with  an  individual,  that  it  beoomee 
personified,  and  that  with  Feq>ect  to  this  oon- 
b^ot,  the  powers  of  Government  shall  never 
legislate.  If  this  was  not  the  case,  it  wonld 
deatroy  the  effect  it  was  intended  to  produce; 
no  indlvidiial  wonld  be  fonnd  willing  to  trnst 
the  Govenmient,  if  he  supposed  the  Govern- 
ment had  the  inclination  and  power,  by  virtne 
of  a  mere  m^or  vote,  to  »et  aside  the  terms  of 
the  engagement  If  the  pnbUc  in  ench  a  case 
is,  as  I  have  said,  peraonified,  what  conoeivahle 
difference  is  there,  except  in  fovor  of  the  credi- 
tor, between  the  public  and  an  individual  in  the 
case  ?  It,  GiKO,  Uie  public  contract  is  a  solemn 
obligattcm  npoia  oa,  we  are  bound  to  its  true  and 
&ith^  performance.  What  is  the  object  for 
which  men  enter  into  society,  bnt  to  secure 
their  lives  and  property?  What  is  the  nsosl 
means  of  acquiring  property  between  man  and 
aant  The  best  right  to  property  is  acquired 
by  the  consent  of  the  last  owner.  I^  thai,  an 
mdividnat  is  possessed  of  property,  in  oonse- 

S[aence  of  tlus  right,  how  ean  Government, 
onnded  on  this  social  compact,  pretend  to  ex- 
ercise the  right  of  di'^eadng  a  man  of  that  ob- 
ject whioh  induced  him  to  combine  himself 
with  the  society)  every  gentleman  may  deter- 
mine  this  question  by  his  own  feelings.  Shall  it 
be  said  that  this  Government,  evidently  estab- 
lished for  the  pnrpose  of  seanring  property, 
that,  in  its  first  act,  it  divested  its  citizens  of 
seventy  millions  of  money,  which  is  justly  due 
to  the  individuals  who  have  contracted  with 
Government  I  I  believe  those  gentl^nen,  who 
are  apprehensive  for  the  liberties  and  safety  of 
th«r  fallow-citizena,  under  the  efficiency  of  the 
present  constitntion,  will  find  real  caose  of 
alum  from  the  establishment  of  the  preeent 
doctrine.  I  have  heard,  that  in  the  East  Indies 
die  stock  of  tlie  labor  and  proper^  of  the  em- 
pire is  the  property  of  the  prince ;  that  it  is 
held  at  his  will  and  pleasure;  bat  this  is  a 
slavish  doctriu&  which  I  hope  we  are  not  pre- 
pared to  adopt  here.  But  I  will  not  go  further 
into  a  conuderatioQ  of  the  idea  of  discrimina- 
tion. I  will  ask,  thongh,  is  this  countiy  ever 
to  be  in  a  settled  and  qniet  state!     Unat  every 


transaction  that  to<&  plaoe,  dnring  the  eoaiw 
of  the  last  war,  be  ripped  up  t  ShaU  we  nersr 
have  done  with  the  settlement  and  liqnidafiaD 
c^ooracoonnts! 

Ur.  LivKitMons. — The  argnments  advaneed 
by  the  gentlemen  from  MasH&chnsetts  and  Kew 
York  prove  t4X>  much,  and  therefore  prove  !io- 
thing.  That  the  Iste  Oongrese  had,  at  all  time^ 
from  their  first  institution,  the  power  to  coo- 
tfact  debts,  for  the  l>enefit  of  the  United  BtatcsL 
cannot  be  denied;  and  that  we  are  authoritea 
to  pay  sn^  debts,  is  equally  certain.  But  this 
by  no  means  contravenes  the  opinion  of  those 
gentl^nm  who  think,  that  the  whole  may  be 
properly  considered  and  discharged  al  '''  ~  ~'' 
whiob  jnstioe  requires;  for  the  same .  „ 
whioh  IS  nrged  for  the  payment  of  the  p 
seouritieB  at  their  nominal  value,  might  be 
nrged  in  favor  of  paying  off  the  OontiDaDtai 
debts  of  credit,  aooordiog  to  the  smna  exprened 
on  the  face  of  them.  They  were  isBoedwiA 
as  much  confidence,  and  were  reoeived  with  as 
mnoh  rdiance  on  tlie  pnblic  faith,  as  any  merits 
of  aeomitiee  whatever;  yet,  it  aeema  to  be  given 
np  on  all  haoda,  that  the  owners  of  the  dd  Coo- 
tinental  paper  bills  on^t  not  to  be  pud  aoMid- 
ing  to  their  nominal  value.  Perhaps  it  may  bs 
said,  on  oompariDg  them  with  the  loen-cKSoe 
certificates,  that  the  United  States  had  not  th« 
benefit  of  that  mtmey ;  bat  had  they  not  tte 
valne  of  it)  It  will  be  answered,  that  whiB 
the  mouey  was  first  iasaed,  Oongreas  had  near- 
ly the  valne  for  it ;  but  afterwuds  the  ouhist 
greatly  depreciated,  and  they  had  not  tbe  fnQ 
valne  for  i^  yet  the  obligation  to  pay  it  is  as  ex- 
plicit as  woraa  can  make  it.  Ho  advocate  wQl 
be  fonnd  for  making  all  tiiat  mMiey  good.  It 
has  been  thought  proper,  and  it  is  jiut,  that  it 
should  be  reduced  irom  its  nominal  value;  if  it 
is  reduced  on  a  scale  of  one  hundred  fbr  one, 
the  holders  of  it,  I  dare  say,  would  cheerfnDy 
receive  that  anm.  If  tbe  United  StaUa  thai 
had  vduB  for  it,  and  if  they  had  not  vahw  for 
the  oertifioates,  who  can  doubt  of  the  iostioe  cf 
raliqoidating,  and  duly  aaoertaiuing  the  publie 
debt)  Ain  contend  fbr  is  this,  that  the  present 
Government  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States; 
bnt  as  the  domestic  pvt  of  the  debt  has  bem 
contracted  in  depreciated  notes,  that  leie  in- 
terest should  be  paid  upon  it  than  mx  pw  wot 
Biz  per  cent  was  the  usual  interest  upMi  the 
oertifioatee  when  they  were  issued  by  GcmgrBes; 
bnt  if  the  possessor  has  reotived  no  part  of  tun 
six  per  cent,  nntil  this  time,  that  now  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  be  oonstdidated  into  one  roo, 
hereafter  to  bear  on  intenat  of  tiiree  or  iM 
per  cent ;  then  those  eiticens,  who  now  stand 
as  creditors  of  the  Unioa  will  find  that  pert  « 
their  property  has  beoi  the  most  f^oductivB  rf 
any  much  mtwe  productive  than  the  propertT 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  has  ge°«™jj 
been.  Those  who  lent  their  money  to  indivKi- 
uals  befbre  and  daring  the  late  war,  geanauy 
lost  or  suffered  by  the  depreciation  some  three- 
quarters  of  the  capita] ;  nay,  some  ihirty-nuw 
fortiethB.    Bnt  is  this  the  caseof  tbe  dcanea- 
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tic  craditoT  of  the  United  Statee?  No  I  he 
will  pKserre  his  property,  through  the  chaos  at 
the  nvidnticHL  and  be  pnt  now  in  a  more  elin- 
Ue  ritDBlioii  than  hs  was  at  the  time  when  be 
loaned  the  money.  The  capital  Bnm  which  he 
ieot  is  now  increased,  and  very  rapidly  increas- 
ed, for  six  per  cent  is  a  verr  ]ar^  inlerert.  He 
will  now  reoeire  160  dollars  fbr  his  100,  and 
patting  that  into  the  fimds,  at  three  or  four  per 
cent,  be  will  Sod  it  more  prodnctive  thsn  sn; 
otlMr  method  in  which  he  could  employ  his 
iwHNiy:  fbr,  I  contend,  that  neither  improved, 
ttor  tmimproved  lands,  will  give  an  interest  near 
half  of  what  the  public  creditor  will  receive. 
Feople  who  have  beld  real  property  have  snnk, 
with  the  taxes,  and  other  Iossm,  the  greatest 
psrt  of  it ;  bat  the  public  creditor  has  let  his 
nm  throofdi  the  ocmfhslon  of  the  revolTrtion, 
and  nererthflleaa  gets  it  returned  ta  him  safe; 
and,  BO  far  from  being  impaired,  that  he  has 
prodigionaly  aeoDmnlated,  not  only  in  a  manner 
superior  to  the  property  of  his  fellow-cititena, 
bat  loperior  to  the  fbreigner  who  lent  his  money 
■t  ftMtr  per  cent.  Jnetice  and  eqnity  require,  on 
tbe  behalf  of  the  oommnnity,  that  theee  people 
b«  MOtMit  with  reasonable  profit.  They  on^t 
not,  tbo-etfore,  to  recdTC,  on  t,  funded  debt,  so 
much  m  etx  per  cent ;  whether  three  or  fonr, 
<x  tomething  between  three  and  fonr,  wonld  be 
•  proper  Mm,  I  sh^  not  pretend  to  determine. 
Bnt  I  eooader  it  a  proper  qnestdon  for  this  com-, 
mlttee  to  conrfder,  in  histice  to  those  who  are 
to  p«7,  aa  wdl  aa  to  these  who  are  to  receive ; 
■MX-  do  I  believe  tiie  domestic  creditors  wonld  be 
dinnattnfind  with  it,  provided  they  were  sure  of 
reoMving  thiaaonnal  interest;  for  theirdebts, 
on  audi  a  footing,  woold  be  better  to  them  than 
if  tb«7  wwe  catMSabed  on  an  extravagant  plan 
that  ooold  never  be  effected,  but  which  wonld 
be  likely  to  throw  tiie  nation  into  confusion. 
Evtry  bodyhasanfferedmoreorleffibythede- 
precaaticoi,  bnt  the  pnblio  creditors  very  little, 
in  Roard  to  that  part  of  their  property  which 
thsy  nad  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Govem- 
iDent:  it  is  true,  that  it  haa  slept ;  bat  it  is  now 
vaked  dp  to  aome  porpoae. 

Hr.  ScoTF.^A  great  deal  has  been  said  on  a 
gTMt  pctetiple  that  nmst  be  attended  to  in  some 
stage  «f  this  borinees ;  hot  ceDtleraeo  have  been 
led  into  a  more  extendve  dncnssion  on  the  doc- 
trine of  i&arinioation  than  I  had  any  idea  of 
when  I  proposed  the  amendmeoL  It  has  been 
nged  hy  tmne  of  tbe  gentlemen,  that  however 
Jsrt  my  principle  is,  Uiat  the  liegislatare  is  in 
the  qnality  of  an  arlntrator,  yet  we  cannot  adopt 
the  amendment ;  others  agfdn  have  said,  that 
the  debt  is  a  oontraet  between  the  Qovemment 
and  tbe  individnal,  and  that  we  being  parties 
we  cannot  be  jndges;  for  it  is  contrary  to  the 
prine^les  of  uie  &w,  that  we  should  be  judges 
_  «_  »_  ~.u^     ^  jj,  national  transactions 


tlis  individDal  tbe  odier  mrty,  1  wonld  ask  the 
geotleman  who  is  the  jo^et  Oan  two  partiee 
ant  in  n  well  orgaoiied  GovemiDent  to  diqmte 


about  property,  and  have  no  jndge  t  The  ve^ 
idea  must  induce  the  gentleman  to  abandon  his 
ground.  It  has  been  said,  as  the  foundation  of 
on  opinion,  that  there  is  a  great  similitude  lie- 
tween  a  certificate  and  a  band  that  is  brought 
into  court  to  demand  payment  upon ;  that  no 
oppositiou  can  be  made ;  that  no  plea  can  Im 
entered ;  but  I  would  wish  to  ask  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  remark,  as  a  prDfeseionol  man, 
whether  the  want  of  consideration  would  not  be 
a  good  plea  t  In  Oourts  of  Equity,  relief  con  be 
^ven  «^&D^  prima  fiuiU  eviaenoe. 

Hr.  BomiNOT. — I  am  a  friend  to  the  discus- 
sion of  every  principle  on  which  the  great  biiai- 
nesB  before  us  may  oe  supposed  to  turn,  because 
I  have  a  great  desire  that  they  shoold  be  settled 
on  lull  information,  that  the  public,  as  well  as 
ourselves,  may  be  satisfied  with  their  propriety. 
This  leads  me  ag^n  to  notice  the  argnments 
which  have  been  urged  in  &vor  of  oonaideiing 
this  body  as  judges  or  arbitrators  between  the 
public  and  tbe  individuals  who  have  claims 
npon  the  public. 

It  must  appear  to  the  satisfection  of  every 
unprqndiced  mind,  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
late  Congress,  that  they  acknowledge  them- 
selves a  party  on  behalf  of  the  public,  to  every 
engagement  they  entered  into  for  services,  sup- 
piiea,  or  moneys  loaned.  If  then  it  is  admitted 
that  the  Iste  Congress  wero  parties  to  tlie  con- 
tract, we  must  agree  that  our  situation  is  pre- 
cisely the  same,  because  we  stand  in  their  shoes ; 
and  in  my  former  argument  I  uiged,  if  we  aro 
parties  we  cannot  be  judges. 

Ur.  Jaokbos. — If  there  is  no  part  of  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  unliquidated,  besides  tlie 
two  millions  which  the  gentleman  alludes  to, 
yet  there  is  B  very  considerable  part  of  what  is 
in  contemplation  to  fmid,  as  Continental  debt, 
not  at  present  ascertains.  I  mean  the  State 
debts.  The  Becretary  himself  had  no  evidence 
before  him,  from  which  he  could  make  a  pro- 
bable gness  of  the  amount ;  if  these  aro  to  be 
assumed  by  the  General  Government,  I  presume 
the  General  Oovemment  ought  to  be  at  liberty 
duly  to  ascertain  them;  and,  therefore,  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man jrom  Pennsylvania  ought  to  t>e  admitted. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  in  oppod- 
tion,  contend  that  no  sort  of  discrimination 
on^t  to  take  place ;  yet  fVom  what  they  have 
let  fall,  on  this  occasion,  1  am  led  to  believe 
that  they  favor  that  part  of  the  report  of  the 
Becrotary  which  makes  a  discrimination,  in  fact, 
equal  to  a  loss  of  one-third  of  the  principal. 
What  win  bold  good  in  one  case  ought  to  hold 
good  in  another,  and  a  discrimination  might 
take  place  npon  tlie  same  principles,  between 
those  to  whom  the  Government  was  oripnally 
indebted,  and  who  have  never  received  eatis- 
faction  therefor,  and  those  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Government  in  the  first  transaction ; 
bnt  have  merely  speculated,  and  purchased  up 
the  evidence  of  an  original  debt  Some  gentle- 
men think,  that  tbe  claims  of  this  latter  class 
merit  a  greater  decree  <^  attenticm,  beoante  by 
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ik^  actioiu,  tbejr  seem  to  have  evinced 
greater  degree  of  oonfldenoe  in  the  GoTeroment 
than  those  who  sold  them.  Bat,  mi,  theee 
men  have  had  mor«  infonnstioii,  the?  have 
been  at  the  seat  of  Govemment,  and  knew 
what  was  in  oontempUtion  before  cicizeos  of 
other  parts  of  the  Union  oonld  be  Mqiialnt«d 
with  it  There  has  been  no  kind  of  proportion 
of  knowledge  between  the  two  olasaee — to  use 
the  expression  of  a  British  Minister,  the  re- 
dprocitj  has  been  bU  on  one  ride.  The  people 
in  this  city  are  informed  of  all  the  moUons  of 
Oovemment;  th«j  have  sent  oat  their  money, 
In  swift  sailing  veesda,  to  purchase  op  the  pro- 
perty of  iminformed  citizens  in  the  rwaote  parts 
of  the  Union.  Vere  those  dtizens  aoqnamted 
with  our  present  deliberations,  and  assured  of 
the  int«ntion  of  Oongreee  to  praride  for  their 
Jnst  demands,  they  would  be  on  an  eqnal  footing ; 
they  wonld  not  incline  to  throw  away  their 
property  for  oonsideratioaB  totally  inadeqnat*. 
•  Bncn  attempts  at  fraud  would  joetify  the  Got- 
emment  in  interfering  in  the  transaolioaB  be- 
tween indiTidoaU,  without  a  breach  of  the 
public  fkith ;  hut  this,  sir,  is  not  the  otgeot  of 
the  present  motion,  it  only  goes  so  far  as  to 
ascertain  tlie  amount  of  tlie  debt,  before 
make  provision  for  the  pigment ;  and  this 
appears  to  me  to  be  proper  upon  every  prindpli 
01  Justice  and  discretion. 

Mr.  BnBKX  wished  the  qnestion  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  as  it  was  a  snbjeot  of  snob  high 
importance,  fie  moved  the  committee  to  rise: 
wberenpoa  tihe  committee  rose,  and  reported 
progrees. 

Wkditibdi.t,  Febroary  10. 
Pvblio  Oredit. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  Whole.  Mr.  Baldwib  in  the  ohiur,  on  the 
report  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hr.  Sooit's  ameodmwit  being  still  under  oon- 
sideration. 

Mr.  BooTT. — Some  time  was  spwit  yesterday 
in  the  consideration  of  this  subject;  in  my 
opinion,  that  time  was  not  ill  spent,  nor  would 
two  or  three  days  more  be  iU  spent  in  discuss- 
ing the  question,  for  it  involves  in  it  the  whole 
doctrine  of  discrimination  and  Uqnidation.  If 
theee  two  great  pointe  are  once  settled,  the  way 
will  be  clear  and  open  befbre  us  to  prooeed  to 
th6  disoosmon  of  the  report :  fbr  If  the  prin- 
dples  of  the  report  are  good,  I  believe  the  plan 
itself  is  good.  I  believe,  npon  tlie  principles 
which  it  holds  fortit,  that  it  is  wisely  and  Judi- 
oionaly  drawn  out,  and  does  great  honor  to  the 
officer  who  framed  it  But  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  to  examine  its  prinoiptcB  before  we  adopt  it ; 
if  they  do  not  consist  with  equity  and  justice 
among  tiie  several  inhabitant  at  the  Union, 
they  most  be  r^ect«d.  Now  I  doubt  whether 
t^ey  oonrist  with  that  equity  abd  justice  j  I 
think  there  are  others  on  this  floor  who  have 
tbeir  doubts  alsa  I  wish,  therefore,  .that  we  I 
ahoold  oooUy  fiH"ii"t>  those  piindplee,  ooosult  j 


our  judgment  and  and«st«ndiii^  and  when  we 
have  colieoted  all  the  information  we  can  get 
from  each  other,  we  may  determine ;  and  wbiu 
we  have  determined  this,  and  the  two  gnnd 
points  I  have  mentioned,  our  burineas  will  be  ess^. 
In  support  of  the  principles  held  out  in  th« 
report,  it  is  said  that  a  solemn  eontraot  ia  al- 
tered into  that  cannot  be  violated ;  that  the 
debt  is  ascertained  and  cannot  be  exIiugaiBbed, 
bnt  by  the  abeolnte  payment  of  what  it  acknow- 
ledged to  be  due.  Now,  I  donbt  whether  the 
neoeesary  ooncomitants  of  a  contract  to  the 
amount  mentioned  on  the  fioe  of  the  pwv, 
really  aooompaniea  the  public  eeaiuiti«*.  Let 
ns  revert  book  to  the  time  that  this  contnot 
was  entered  into.  At  the  oloae  of  the  war,  at 
the  oommenoement  of  bralng  final  sett]e^lea^ 
there  was  a  demand  against  the  United  BUtea 
for  real  and  fenfmtjnl  eervices  rendered;  the 
claimants  came  forward,  and  asked  somtlhiog 
for  thdr  demand.  Oon^vas  having  no  mwey 
to  give  than,  offered  something ;  wbatl  Aoei- 
tifioate  to  a  certain  nominal  amount;  n^inMe, 
of  a  certain  known  value ;  the  nonWl  amoaiit 
was  twenty  ehiUings,  the  certain  known  tiIm 
was  two  and  rixpeaoe.  Did  the  soldier  aoewt 
of  this  offer?  Tea.  On  what  principle  did  be 
aocept  it?  He  knew  it  waa  putting  the  oip- 
stone  on  the  building  which  he  had  erected  by 
hia  labor  and  cemented  with  his  blood.  I  bive 
done  you  services,  said  he,  to  the  imonnt  <i 
twen^  ahillinga,  but  yon  are  poor  and  unaU« 
to  pay  me ;  I  will  accept  now  of  yonr  two  md 
sixpenoe,  and  nve  yon  a  discharge.  Hids,  the 
soldier  who  had,  through  blood  and  daughter, 
established  the  liberties  of  his  country,  aowned 
the  whole  by  the  saorifloe  of  peotmiary  envdn- 
ments.  His  oonsent  was  given  to  the  contract, 
and  he  received  two  and  sixpence  in  the 
ponnd.  Now,  if  there  is  any  other  conMot 
existing  tike  thb,  I  cannot  see  it.  The  stddier 
□ever  recuved  i^  nor  the  officer  who  handed  it 
out,  never  ttelieved  it  to  be  worth  more  than 
two  and  rizpenee  in  the  pound.  It  was  like 
compounding  a  debt  by  the  oonsMit  of  the 
creditor,  and  there  an  eqnal  liquidation  ought 
to  take  place.  If  this  reaacmiug  is  right,  we 
know  the  value  at  once  of  onr  paper  ourrettqy; 
if  it  is  not  ririit,  I  wonld  wish  to  know  spat 
what  principle  of  ratitmaUty,  a  rate  can  be  es- 
tablished fbr  the  value  of  oar  certifloatee. 

Ur.  BoDDiNOT. — I  am  ocmvinoed  thti  the 
principles  laid  down  by  the  gentieman  fron 
Pennsylvania,  if  trae,  ought  to  effect  the  final 
determination  of  this  qnestitm ;  and  if  I  was 
satisfied  with  them,  I  should  deariy  vote  with 
him.  If  I  woB  convinced  that  the  oertifloiteii 
at  the  time  they  were  given  out  were  worth 
no  more  than  2*.  id.  in  the  ponnd,  and  that  lbs 
creditors  received  them  at  that  price,  in  fiill 
discbai^  of  their  demands,  I  should  be  very 
loath  to  raise  them  to  so  great  a  valne ;  I  woau 
treat  them  predsely  the  same  as  OmitineDtal 
money.  I  should  think  that  the  pubhe  did 
complete  justice  by  complying  with  tiie  Uras 
of  their  oontroot;  vhitethliisamatta'of^ 
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Mto  w*  can  never  •grae  in  our  determination. 
Bot  if  I  can  ahow  tbftt  thia  is  not  the  case,  that 
be  bw  not  looked  into  the  orimn  of  this  debt, 
■o  H  to  be  well  aaoertained  oFiUie  fact,  I  hope 
be  win  give  up  his  opinion,  and  join  with  me 
in  the  ooaohuioa. 

The  d«bt  of  the  United  States  is  of  fonr  Uads ; 
lint,  ftper  maasj ;  second,  money  luit;  third, 
the  paj  to  the  armT',  inolnding  oommatation, 
and  t^  allowance  for  depredation ;  and  fourth, 
oertifieatea,  or  evidences  of  the  debts  dne  from  the 
United  Stat«e  to  iodiTidoals,  for  supplit 
niahed,  or  aervioee  reodered  at  different  periods 
of  the  last  war.  As  to  the  bills  of  credit,  I 
nentioned  jesterday  that  thej  stand  opoD  a 
difibrait  footing  from  the  rest;  because  it  was 
Ofia  of  the  parliea  who  ascertained  their  depre- 
dation,  oontrarj  to  the  opinion  of  the  other, 
who  had  a  denre  of  keeping  th^m  up  to  their 
BOotinal  valne.  The  money  loaned  to  the 
Umtad  Btataa,  is  a  debt  which  we  are  bound  to 
pay,  on  every  principle  of  honor  and  justice; 
nor  can  it  be  aaid  that  the  certificate  given  to 
Uie  peaon  who  loaned  the  money,  was  ' 
aa  a  p^ment  in  discharge  of  the  debt. 
reneet  to  the  army,  including  commntatlott,  I 
ahain  beg  leave  to  read  tiro  or  three  resolutions 
of  Coogreaa,  to  ahow  that  Oongrese  hadadifibr- 
«ut  idea  of  the  certificates  they  gave  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  in  evidence  of  the  balance 
of  tbeir  account  which  is  Still  dne.  When  they 
were  first  issned  to  the  soldiers.  Congress  gnard- 
cd  them  from  being  transferable ;  bnt  as  the 
■oldiere  could  get  nothing  for  them  in  that  form, 
Bpon  r^resentatdon,  Congress  passed  another 
rewdntion,  by  which  thay  were  made  transfer- 
aUe,  in  order  that  the  soldier  might  avail  hitn- 
■df  of  the  aoknowtedgtnent  of  Congress  in  his 
&Tor ;  (the  resolutions  referred  to  were  in  May, 
1783,  April,  1784,  and  Jnne,  1TB4.)  This  recnr- 
reooeto  the  resolntioQS  of  Congress,  nnder  which 
the  evidencea  of  the  debt  were  iasned,  snffl- 


tite  pound,  at  the  t; 


of  the  tnasactiona  of  that  time,  I  can  venture 
to  iay,  that  no  idea  of  payment  was  ever  enter- 
t^Dcd.  They  were,  in  ftct,  and  wore  so  oon- 
ridwed,  evidences  of  the  liquidated  and  specific 
nma  dne  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States. 
The  step  which  Congreea  took  for  the  benefit  of 
the  army,  in  making  tbeir  certificates  transfer- 
able, so  &r  from  aooommodating  them,  would 
have  proved  a  real  injnry.  If  the  assignee  bad 
■opposed  himadf  to  stand  in  a  less  eligible  aitna- 
tioD  than  tlie  aarignor,  he  never  would  have 
been  indnced  to  have  ^ven  him  the  price  which 
be  did.  If  the  soldier  had  received  a  certificate 
rf  twenty  shillings,  as  only  2t.  6d.  nobody 
woold  hare  inclined  to  have  given  him  2«.  td. 
tor  it,  because  he  oonld  never  expect  to  obtain 
a  repayment  of  a  greater  som,  even  in  such 
money  as  Congress  should  find  convenient; 
vpDD  »nTj  principle  of  ass^nation  of  debts  or 
omtracts,  mKh  an  idea  onght  to  be  reprobated. 


Mr.  SBnowiOK.—I  win  express  my  idea  on 

the  point  which  the  gentleman  bat  made  an  in' 

?niry  respecting,  in  a  fbw  words.  I  said,  t1)at 
conceived  a  delay  of  this  business  would  en- 
danger the  peace  of  the  Union  by  diminishing 
the  energy  of  the  Govemmest,  without  which 
this  constitution  would  be  of  no  value.  These 
are  oonsiderations  which  most  appear  wei^ty 
and  important,  if  justly  con^deredby  the  com- 
mittee. A  great  and  respectable  body  of  our 
citizens  are  creditors  of  the  United  StatM. 
There  are  a  variety  of  opinions  prevailing  re- 
m>ecting  their  clwms,  with  respect  to  fiinding, 
discrimination,  and  interest  This  diversity  of 
opinion  may  probably  irritate  and  produce  heats 
and  animosities,  which  may  terminate  in  form- 
ing factions  among  the  people.  The  fitate  debts 
may  produce  a  difference  between  the  General 
and  particular  Governments.  If  the  matter  is 
taken  up  as  the  bnsiness  of  a  party,  one  mn 
be  pitted  against  the  other,  nntil,  in  the  enc^ 
they  disturb  the  public  tranquillity,  or  sacrifice 
the  general  wel&re  to  (^position  and  party 
spirit.  Berides  this,  the  reputation,  the  credit 
qI  the  Government  is  at  stake;  the  public  ez- 
peotatiou  Is  alive  to  all  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment at  the  present  moment.  They  expect  that 
justice  and  equity  will  be  administered  as  far 
as  the  abilitie«  of  our  country  extend ;  it  lies 
with  the  Legislature  to  realize  this  expectation. 
If  Congress  pursne  the  present  inquiry,  and 
come  to  a  determination  without  delay,  the 
public  sentiment  will  be  brought  to  a  point,  and 
a  general  acquiescence  may  be  expected ;  bnt 
if  it  is  postponed  to  a  ibture  seedon,  such  may 
be  the  effect  of  faction  and  disappointment  doiv 
ing  the  recess,  that  the  probability  is,  that  no 
one  parly  will  comprise  a  sufficient  number  to 
comprehend  the  mnjority  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Jaokbon. — Do  not  Kentlemen  think  there 
is  some  danger  on  the  other  ride  I  Will  there 
not  be  ground  of  uneasiness  when  the  soldier 
and  the  meritorious  citizen  are  called  Qp<Hi  to 
pay  the  speculator  more  than  ten  tdmee  the 
amount  they  ever  received  from  him  for  their 
securities?  I  believe,  Mr.  Cburman,  there  ia 
more  just  reason  of  alarm  on  this  than  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Eabt- 
lit)  baa  noticed  my  argnments  of  yesterday, 
respecting  a  ^mding  Bystem.  I  beg  leave  to 
make  a  few  observations  in  answer  to  him. 
He  has  said,  that  a  funded  debt  is  of  great 
advantage  to  a  nation,  and  has  addnoed  the 
situation  of  England  as  a  proof,  founded  on  ex- 
perience. Bnt  England  is  a  solitary  example, 
and  the  force  of  that  example  dwindles  into 
nothing,  if  we  examine  into  the  real  cause  of 
her  seeming  affluence.  She  does  not  owe  much 
of  respectability  to  her  national  debt ;  she  owes 
the  most  of  it,  at  present,  to  the  troubles  of 
other  countries,  and  when  those  have  subrided, 
the  bubble  of  her  credit  may  blow  up,  as  did 
the  South  Sea  project,  for  Government  stock 
can  never  be  conridered  as  cash.  The  stoek 
employed  in  agriculture,  commerce,  and  muin- 
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bctnres  may,  by  great  prospects  of  advantage, 
be  diverted  into  the  haada  of  brokers,  for  tii6 
purpose  of  speonl&tiiig  ftirtlier  in  CJie  fiinds ; 
Dut  DO  real  addition  wUl  be  made  to  th«  means 
of  prodactive  indofitr;,  nor  vaa  any  thing  of 
tbia  kind  oontempUted  at  the  time  funding  waa 
firat  latrodoc«d  into  England.  We  learn  from 
Blachttone,  thai  the  reason  for  astablLsbing  a 
national  debt,  was  in  order  to  snpport  a  syatem 
of  foreign  piolitics,  and  to  establish  the  new 
Buoceaaion  at  tlie  revolution ;  becanse  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  create  a  new  interestt'caU- 
«d  the  monejed  interest,  in  favor  of  the  Piince 
of  Orange,  in  opposition  to  the  landed  interest, 
which  was  supposed  to  be  generally  in  favor  of 
the  king,  who  had  abdicated  the  throne.  I 
hope  there  is  no  sach  reason eiiating  here;  onr 
Qovernment,  I  trust,  is  firmly  established  with- 
out the  assistance  of  slock-jobberB.  We  ought 
to  reign  universally  in  the  hearts  of  onr  feUow- 
dtizena,  on  account  of  the  salutary  tendency  of 
om  measures  to  promote  the  general  wel&re, 
and  not  depend  upon  the  support  of  a  party, 
who  have  uo  other  caose  to  esteem  us  but  b»- 
OBOM  we  realize  their  golden  dreama  of  unlook- 
ed-for Bttcceaa, 

Mr,  Smjtq,  (of  South  Oarolina.) — If  we  wore 
about  to  contract  debts  for  the  purpose  of  fund- 
ing them,  the  observations  of  the  gentleman 
frwn  Georgia  would  apply;  but  we  have  already 
oontracted  them,  and  tlie  only  question  is,  shall 
we  iHmd  or  pay  1  We  must  do  one  or  the  other. 
With  respect  to  the  remark  of  BlaettlDnt,  he 
IB  writing  of  an  enormous  public  debt  when  be 
mentions  it  as  iqjurions,  Mcause  he  expressly 
■ays,  that  "  a  certain  proportion  of  debt  seems 
'  to  be  highly  nsefiil  to  a  trading  people;  but 
what  proportion  that  ia  it  is  not  for  me  to  de- 
termine." To  be  sure  he  adds  afterwards, 
"  that  the  present  magnitude  of  oar  national  en- 
onmbranoos  very  &r  exceeds  all  calcuJations  of 
commercial  benefit,  and  ia  productive  of  the 
greatest  inoouveniences."  And  here  I  agroe 
with  him  :  but  our  pnblic  debt  is  not  of  such 
enonnouB  magnitude  as  to  oonnterbalance  the 
good  effects  of  throwing  outauch  a  quantity  of 
a  stable  paper  as  will  answer  all  the  purposes  of 
a  oirculatiug  medium. 

Mr.  TucKEB. — I  very  much  applaud  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  motion  now  before  the 
oommtttee,  because  he  has  boldly  come  forward 
to  combat  on  opinion  so  generallj  received  in 
tltis  place,  tbot  many  thought  it  could  not  be 
controverted  by  any  man  possessed  of  common 
honesty  ;  and  because  I  am  persuaded,  that  be 
has  done  it  with  an  honorable  intention  of  snb- 
■titnting  real  and  subetantial  justice,  in  the  place 
of  that  which  he  deems  to  be  only  tjie  name  and 
tiie  shadow. 

Although  it  is  probable  I  differ  with  the  gen- 
tieman  who  moved  the  amendment,  I  am  inclin- 
ed to  think  a  discrimination  of  some  kind  is 
equiCshle  and  necessary.  I  believe  it  may  be 
fblriy  said,  that  there  are  tlircc  classes  of  do- 
meetio  creditors.  The  first,  those  who  hold  the 
Ooatinental  bills  of  credit,  which  have  been 


long  out  of  ciroulation.  Second,  those  who 
hulil  certificates  that  were  given  for  services  or 
supplies,  in  tbeir  own  names.  And,  third, 
those  who  hold  certificates  by  purchase.  I 
would  wish  to  consider  the  obli^tion  to  each 
of  these  three  classes,  and  whether,  in  equitj, 
some  kind  of  discruninatiou  may  not  be  mada. 
On  a  strict  and  impartial  examination,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  they  will  not  appear  to  be  the 
same.  I  will  now  turn  to  the  examiaation  of 
the  first;  namely,  the  holders  of  tbe  Continen- 
tal bills  of  credit.  The  Secntory  of  the  Tre*- 
sury  has  reported  in  favor  of  some  dt^ree  erf 
provision  being  made  for  them.  Bat,  sir,  what 
is  the  utnation  of  the  people  wjio  bold  these 
bills  I  If  I  recollect  righUy,  the  face  of  the 
bills  declares,  that  the  bearer  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  so  many  Spanish  milled  dollars  as  is 
therein  expressed.  When  these  billa  were  is- 
sued,  their  real  value  woa  equal  to  their  nouii- 
nol  value;  no  person  refused,  or  wished  to  re- 
fuse, them  as  such ;  but,  in  a  abort  time,  too 
large  a  quantity  were  issued,  and  they  begau  to 
depreciato.  Congress  then  recommended  to  the 
several  States  to  pass  tender-laws  for  the  sap- 
port  of  their  credit.  This  was  done  by  all  the 
States;  and  they  continned,  in  some  of  them,  to 
pass  as  specie,  under  those  laws,  when  they  were 
depreciated  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  fur  ooe^ 
Those  people,  who  received  them  iu  this  stata, 
suffered  a  very  great  loss  by  an  act  of  the  Uot- 
erument,  and  many  were  ruined  by  tlie  meoi- 
sure.  When  these  bills  had  thus  depreciated. 
Congress  passed  a  resolution,  calling  them  in  at 
forty  for  one.  This  ordinance  of  Congress  im- 
mediately reduced  the  dums  of  the  first  ohiss 
of  creditors  by  an  arbitrary  act  of  power.  I  do 
not  pretond  to  say  tbat  tlie  measure  was  unne- 
cessary, hut  it  was  rigorous  to  deprive  them  of 
3B-40ths  of  their  claims.  Perhaps  we  cannot 
return  to  all  the  transactions  of  that  time,  be- 
cause  it  wonid  involve  the  Government  in  a 
thousand  diflSculties,  and  produce,  perliapa, 
greater  evils  than  it  would  remedy.  But  there 
remuns  a  claim  upon  our  justice  to  pay  tbe 
holders  one  dollar,  at  least,  for  forty.  By  the 
act  of  Congress,  which  1  oUuded  to  l>efore,  Lbc«e 
bills  were  thrown  out  of  circulation,  aiid  have 
ever  since  loin  in  the  hands  of  individuals. 
Now,  it  appears  to  me,  that,  in  equity,  we  ought 
to  make  ^thereparationinourpower.  Surely, 
then,  we  ought  to  allow  interest  on  the  pria- 
cipol  from  the  time  the  bills  were  scaled,  and 
farced  out  of  ciranlation.  These  crediiora,  I 
take  it,  have  a  strong  claim  upon  us ;  Ixicause 
the  Government  has  materially  injured  tbem, 
and  tlie  least  satisfaction  we  can  givu  theio,  is 
to  put  this  part  of  the  debt  on  tbe  best  footing 
we  can;  if  we  cannot  do  complete  Justice,  lot 
us  approximate  towards  it  as  fkr  as  it  ia  in  our 
power.  The  second  class  of  our  creditors  have 
obligations  that  are  strong.  It  has  been  said, 
and  generally  passed  current  as  an  incontrovert- 
ible opinion,  tiiat  those  who  transferred  their 
certificates  have  conferred  to  the  purchaser 
every  claim  they  had  npon  the  public.   I  laeao. 
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rir,  to  dmtj  this  sHertioD.  Thwe  is  &  claim 
whieh  thej  oonld  not  transfer,  that  is,  »  claim 
in  eqoitj  ;  tbtj  were  entitled  to  the  principal 
HUD  when  they  pnseDt«d  their  acvonntB  to  the 
United  Statw,  knd  we  ought,  injustice,  to  have 
paid  it  at  that  time ;  bat,  perhaps,  from  our  in 
atnltty  to  do  this,  we  were  obliged  to  force  oi 

,  tbem  a  certificate  of  the  balance,  with  a  pro 
mile  to  paj  them  an  annual  interest  thereon 
but  •  {Kvmise  to  paj  the  interest  does  not  ez 
ooerate  os  from  pajing  the  principsJ,  as  soon  as 
we  h«Te  it  in  our  power.  Sow,  this  is  a  olr'~~ 
whioh  the  original  creditor,  who  parted  n 
tha  erideDce  of  his  debt,  did  not  transfer  to 
pHwm  to  wlM»n  he  sold  it.  The  United  States 
an  nnder  no  contract  with  the  pnrchaeer  who 
bcogfat  ■  loaned  debt,  to  p&j  hhn  aaj  thing 
Bore  than  what  the  pi^le^  specifies,  that  is,  to 
ptf  him  the  interest  &om  ^ear  to  year,  bnt  not 
tbspiincipal,  until  we4nd  it  ronvenient. 

Then,  with  respect  to  the  third  class,  if  the 
MMdne  of  the  revenue  is  insafficient  to  pa; 
tbem  the  interest  on  their  whole  principal,  I 
wonld  give  tbem  certificates  for  snch  part  as  we 
■ra  aUe  to  provide  ttv  the  pajment  of  the  in- 
torest  npofi,  at  six  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  the 
■vne  manner  with  the  others.  And  I  would 
gire  them  other  eertilicatea  for  the  remainder, 
<■!  a  like  interest  of  ni  per  cent.,  the  pajment 
whereof  should  commence  at  a  died  period,  aaj- 
three,  four,  or  five  jears,  as  it  might  be  found 

'that  the  increaaing  resources  of  oar  coantrj 
wonld  enaUe  ns  to  do;  bat  I  wonld  undertake 
aothing  bow  beyoad  onr  present  ability. 

TODBSDAT,  Febroary  11. 

[Mr  FnzmroiR  pTMoited  tbs  addicM  (^  Ac  yv&rly 

(Qaaker)  meeting  of  PeiuuylvBiii&,  New  Jersey,  Deli- 

vm,  aad  the  WdCem  porti  of  Muyluid  uid  Tuginia, 

AftioMi  ilare  trkda,  and  prajing  CoogrsM  to  reinova 
Ihat  npnawh  from  die  land,  and  Hr.  L&wurci 
pte«euteJ  an  Addreu  to  the  nme  effect  finm  the 
SocMty  oTFtieDd*  hi  New  YoA.] 

Mr.  Habtlet  moved  to  refer  the  Address  of 
the  annaa]  aasenibJy  of  Friends,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, to  a  o«»mnittee;  he  thou^t  it  a  mark 
rfnwpoct  doe  to  ao  namenms  sod  respectable 
a  part  of  the  ocanmoDity. 

Mr-  Whitb  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Smith  (of  a  C.}— However  respectable 
the  petitioners  may  be,  I  hope  gentlemen  will 
oOMder  that  others  equally  respectable  are  ofi- 
posed  to  the  otject  which  i«  aimed  at,  and  are 
auilted  to«nopportanity  of  being  hesjd  before 
the  qneetioii  is  determined!  I  flatter  myself 
gutlemen  will  not  press  the  point  of  oommit- 
ment  to-day,  it  being  conb«ry  to  onr  nsnol 
mode  of  proMdnre. 

Mr.  Fn^ofOKS. — If  we  were  now  to  deter- 
DdiM  the  final  qneatitHi,  the  observation  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolma  would  apply; 
bat,  nr,  the  present  question  does  not  touch 
npon  the  morits  of  thectMe;  it  is  merely  to  re- 


fer the  memorial  to  a  committee,  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  l>e  done ;  gentlemen,  there- 
fore, who  do  not  mean  to  oppoee  the  commit- 
ment to-morrow,  may  as  well  agree  to  it  to- 
day, becaoiM  it  will  tend  to  save  the  time  of  the 

Hr.  Jaoesoh  wished  to  know  why  the  second 
reading  was  to  be  ooatended  fat  to-day,  when 

it  was  diverting  the  attention  of  the  meml)erB 
jrom  the  great  olyeat  that  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wholet  Is  it  becanse  the  feelings 
of  the  Friends  will  be  hurt  to  have  their  affair 
oonduct«d  in  the  usnal  course  of  bumnesst 
Gentlemen,  who  advocate  the  second  reading 
to-day,  should  respect  the  feelings  of  the  mem- 
bers who  represent  that  pert  of  the  Union  which 
is  principally  affected  by  the  measnro.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  latter  class  eonsists  of  as  use- 
ful and  OS  good  citizens  as  the  petitioners,  men 
equally  friends  to  the  revolution,  and  equally 
susceptible  of  the  refined  sensations  of  humani- 
ty and  benevolenoe.  Why,  then,  should  such 
partieolar  attention  be  paid  to  tbem,  for  bring- 
ing forward  a  business  of  questionable  policy? 
If  Congress  are  disposed  to  intorfere  in  the  im- 
portation of  slaves,  they  can  take  the  subject  up 
witbont  advisers,  because  the  constitution  ex- 
pressly mentions  all  the  power  tbey  can  exer- 
cise on  the  subject. 

Hr.  Shkbhah  suggested  the  idea  of  refbrring 
it  to  a  committoe,  to  conMst  of  a  member  from 
each  State,  because  several  States  had  already 
mode  some  r^ulationa  on  this  subject.  The 
sooner  the  subject  was  token  up  he  thought  it 
would  be  the  better. 

Mr.  Pakkes. — I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  peti- 
tion of  these  respectable  people  will  be  attend- 
ed to  with  all  the  readiness  the  importance  of 
its  obleot  demands ;  and  I  cannot  help  express- 
ing the  pleasnre  I  feel  in  finding  so  consider- 
able a  part  of  the  community  attending  to  mat- 
ters of  sach  momentous  ooncem  to  the  fHitnre 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica. I  think  it  my  duty,  as  a  citizen  of  the 
Union,  to  espouse  their  cause ;  and  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  every  member  of  this  House  to  sift 
the  suifjeot  wdl,  and  ascertain  what  con  be 
done  to  restrain  a  practice  so  nefarious.  The 
constitution  has  authorized  us  to  levy  a  tax 
upon  the  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
States  shall  authorize  to  be  admitted.  I  would 
willingly  go  to  that  eit«nt ;  and>  if  any  thing 
further  can  be  devised  to  discountenance  the 
trade,  consistent  with  the  terms  of  the  consti- 
tution, I  shall  cheerfitlly  give  it  my  assent  and 

Mr.  MADteoM. — The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  FrrasiMONe)  has  pat  this  queation 
its  proper  ground ;  if  gentlemen  do  not  mean 
oppose  the  oommitment  to-morrow,  they 
may  as  well  acquieece  in  it  to-day ;  and,  I  ap- 
prehend, gentlemen  need  not  be  alarmed  at 
any  measure  it  is  likely  Congress  will  take; 
becanse  they  will  recollect,  that  the  constitu- 
tion secures  to  the  individual  States  the  right 
of  admitting,  if  they  think  proper,  the  imporia- 


Goo^jlc 


ABBIDOMBKT  OF  THB 


^fliea^  Oam  nmi€. 


tlon  of  lUvM  into  tbflir  own  torritoiT,  for  d|^- 


not  mora  than  ten  doBan  on  Moh  penon.  The 
petition,  if  I  mistake  not,  speaks  of  srtifioea 
nsed  by  Mlf-intereated  peraons  to  carry  oo  tliis 
bade;  and  the  petition  from  New  York  states 
a  oasa  that  mtj  require  the  oonsideration  of 
Oongnsa.    If  any  thing  is  within  the  Federal 


be  praotised  in  some  parts  of  the  United  StaUa, 
it  vlU  oertainlj  tend  to  the  Interest  and  tumor 
(Uf  the  ooauoonil?  to  attempt  a  rraaed^,  and  is 
•  propwsat^eotforonrdisoDssicHi.  It  may  be, 
Out  R>rtiKnerB  take  tbe  advantage  of  the  libertj 


sffiwdedthem  bfthe  American  tcad^  to 
l^of  our  shipping  in  the  alave  trade  betn 
AMca  and  the  West  Indies,  when  thej  aj 


d  ft«m  emploTing  their  own  bj  reetrio- 
tire  laws  of  their  naticm.  If  this  is  the  case, 
fa  there  any  persoii  of  hnmanity  that  would  not 
with  to  prevent  tiiesn?  Another  consideration 
ivhy  we  ebonld  arannut  the  petition  is,  that  we 
maj  ^ve  no  groond  of  alam  by  a  aerioas  oppo- 
dtion,  as  if  we  wen  alxKit  to  take  meaeoree 
Qiat  were  nnoonsUtntionaL 

Mr.  Brom  fbared  that  if  Oongtms  took  any 
measnrea  indicative  of  au  int«ntioa  to  interfere 
witii  the  kind  of  property  allnded  to,  it  would 
sink  it  in  valne  very  considerably,  and  might 
be  iqjnrioiiB  to  a  great  nmnber  of  the  citizens, 
partioDlarly  in  the  Southern  States.  Hethonght 
the  saliject  was  of  general  concern,  and  that  the 
petitioners  had  no  more  right  to  interfere  with 


the  dkpoeition  of  reli^ons  aeota  to  imagine  they 
understood  the  ridits  of  hmnan  natnre  better 
Ihanall  thewMidberidee;  andthat  they  wonld, 
in  ecmseqnenoe,  be  meddling  with  concerns  in 
whi^  they  had  nothing  to  do.  As  the  petition 
relates  to  a  snl^ject  of  a  general  natore^ it  ongbt 
to  lie  on  the  t«ble  as  information.  He  wonld 
never  oonsent  to  refer  petitiiuis,  nnleaa  tlie  pe- 
titioners were  eiclnaively  intereeted.  Suppose 
there  was  a  petition  to  come  before  ns  m>m  a 
aodely,  praying  ns  to  be  honest  in  onr  transac- 
tions, or  that  we  shonld  administer  the  oonsti- 
tt^M)  aooording  to  its  intent,  what  wonld  yon 
do  with  a  petitifm  ot  this  kind  t  Oertwnly  it 
wonld  remsin  on  your  table.  Be  would,  how- 
ever, not  have  it  supposed  tiiat  the  people  had 
not  aright  to  advise  utd  give  th^  opinion  npon 
inblio  measures ;  bnt  he  woold  not  be  infloenoed 
ly  that  advice  or  opinicm  to  take  ap  a  snbjeot 
sooner  thaa  the  oonvenienoe  of  otiier  bosinees 
wonld  admit.  Unless  he  ohanged  his  senti- 
ments, he  wonld  oppose  the  commitment. 

Mr.  BimKB  thooght  gentl^nen  wwe  paying 
attention  to  what  did  not  deserve  it.  The  men 
la  the  gallery  had  oobm  hera  to  meddle  in  a 
bonnees  with  whioh  they  hsve  nothing  to  do; 
they  were  volunteering  in  the  oanse  of  others, 
who  ndther  expected  nor  desired  it.  He  had  a 
teqvect  for  the  body  of  Quakers,  bat,  neverthe- 


^ 


kaa,  he  did  not  believe  the?  had  more  virtao  or 
relintm  than  other  peo^e^  nor  perhaps  somaefc, 
if  uey  were  examined  to  the  Mttcm,  notwitb- 
stan^g  th^  outward  pretenMa.    If  thor  p*- 


ling  th^  outward  pretenMa.  If  thor  p*- 
a  la  to  be  noticed,  Chnigreee  ongjU  to  wait 
soonter  ^tidioatime  were  made^  and  ttum 
they  mj^  have  the  saljeet  mure  fiirly  befon 
them.  The  ri^ta^  the  BoUbeni  States  ongbt 
not  to  be  threatened,  and  thdr  imHoerty  eodan- 
gered,  to  please  f*apta  who  woold  be  ■maflhntad 
by  the  omiaeqaeDcee. 

Mr.  Hajtlet  thooght  tlie  memoriatiatB  did 
not  deserve  to  be  aqkcfsed  for  their  eondnot,  if 
iaflnesiced  by  motives  of  bei^guity.  Tbof  aa&- 
cited  the  L^ialatnre  of  the  UmoD,  to  jwavCH^^ 
as  far  as  b  Id  their  power,  the  Ineivaae  of  a  11- 
oentioiu  trafBo ;  nor  do  they  merit  oaBsnre^  Iw- 
canse  their  b^iBTior  has  the  i^qtewanee  of  DMv* 
morality  than  other  pwpio.  Ooagnm  oa^A 
not  to  reftise  to  hear  the  apfdicatioos  of  thcv 
feUow-oitiiens,  while  thoee  afpUieiikau  eon- 
tsJn  nothing  nnoonstitQtMmal  or  t^ennve.  Vk^ 
is  the  object  of  the  addrasa  l^m  nat  It  ia 
intended  to  brii^  before  this  Hoose  a  sol^ject  of 
neat  importanea  to  tiw  oaase  ot  taaami^; 
there  are  aertaio  fitots  to  be  inqidred  intot  and 
the  memorialists  ai«  ready  to  give  all  the  im- 
formation  in  tiieir  power;  they  are  waiting  at 
a  great  distance  from  their  homes,  and  wiah  t» 
return;  i^  th«),  it  will  be  prc^r  to  commit  lim 
petition  to-morrow,  it  will  be  eqoaUy  pnq*^  ta- 
day,  for  it  is  conformable  to  om*  praotioe;  ba-' 
sides,  it  will  tend  to  their  oonTenieney. 

Mr.  LiwBEROB. — The  gentiemsn  firem  BooA 
Oarolina  Bays,  the  petitioners  are  of  a  aoeiety 
not  known  in  the  laws  or  constitotion.  Sir,  in 
all  om-  acta,  as  well  as  in  the  eonstitntko,  ve 
have  noticed  this  society ;  or,  why  is  it  that  wa 
admit  them  to  affirm  in  cases  where  others  are 
colled  upon  to  sweart  If  we  pay  this  attaitjoa 
to  them,  in  one  instance,  what  good  reaswi  is 
therefor  contemning  them  in  another!  I  tiiink 
the  genUeman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Biom)  car- 
ries his  ^iprehensions  too  lar,  when  he  fe«ES 
that  negro  property  will  &n  in  valn^  by  the 
sappr«suoD  of  the  slave  trade ;  not  that  I  sup- 
pose it  imme^ately  in  the  power  of  Oongreea 
to  abolish  s  traffic  whi(^  is  a  disgrace  to  hmnaa 
natore ;  bat  it  appears  to  me,  that,  if  the  impcv- 
tation  was  cmahed,  tiie  valne  of  a  slave  wonld 
be  increased  instead  of  diminidied;  however, 
oomdderations  of  this  kind  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  present  qnastian.  6entiemen  may  ao- 
qnieece  in  the  commitmttit  of  the  memwial, 
without  pledging  theanseivea  to  anppcMt  ita  ob- 
ject 

Mr.  Jaoksoh. — I  differ  mnch  in  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  last  op.  I  apprehend  if  tliroQ^ 
the  interference  of  the  (ruieral  Government 
the  slave  trade  was  abolished,  it  would  evinc* 
to  the  people  a  disporation  towards  a  total  eman- 
cipation, luid  they  wonld  hold  their  property  in 
Jeopardy.  Any  extraordinary  attention  of  Ooo- 
gress  to  this  petition  may  have,  in  some  degree 
a  umilar  eSect  I  would  b^  to  ask  those, 
then,  who  are  demrona  of  fr«euig  the  negroee, 
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U  ibtf  ^f*  ftmd*  wMtimt  to  pftf  fbr  Omni 
If  th^  hiTO,  U>^  m^  oomo  fitrward  on  that 
buiiMM  witb  aofDO  proprietj ;  bnt,  if  thej  have 
mot,  tbey  ihotiM  keep  tbemMlTM  qniet,  aai 
pot  intodtoa  irilli  &  bnrineM  in  which  they  sre 
■at  intonatad.  Tb»j  maj  as  w«ll  oome  for- 
wvd  and  aolioit  GonaTaH  to  interdict  the  West 
bdift  ti^a,  baeanaa  it  is  iqjnrioiu  to  &e  mor- 
ala  of  manldiul;  from  thonoe  we  import  rum, 
vhieh  has  a  dsbaaiiig  infloeiioe  upon  the  oon- 
smner.  Bnt,  dr,  1>  the  whole  mMvlit;  of  the 
Vut«d  Statea  oimfined  to  the  Qnakera  t  Are 
tber  the  ODlj  people  whoae  Eedinga  are  to  be 
"  '  1  this  oooawHit  la  it  to  them  we 
It  hsp^neas?  Was  ft  the?  who 
DstitntiMi  I  Did  they,  by  their 
•RH  Of  oootribntionB,  establish  our  indepen- 
dsDce  I  I  believe  they  were  generally  opposed 
to  that  iDMaais :  why,  then,  mi  their  ^>plioa- 
tion,  dioald  we  iqjore  m«i  who,  at  the  risk  of 
their  ttroa  and  fitrtone^  seonred  to  the  oom- 
■mnitr  their  libettr  ana  ivopertyt  If  Oon- 
■reaa  p^  any  nnoommon  dap«e  of  attention 
a  patitkm,  it  will  flirai^  jost  groimd  of 
to  the  Boothem  States.  Bat  why  do 
a  set  themselvea  np  in  snoh  a  partica- 
ainat  davMyt     Do  they  onder- 

. _„_v  of  mankind,  and  the  disposition 

«r  PtOTidsDoa,  bettN-  than  otherat     If  they 
vara  to  eouinlt  that  hook,  which  dalma  onr 

Ziid,  tb^  win  find  that  slavery  is  not  only 
wed  bat  oommeaded.  Their  Saviour,  who 
poaeosed  mora  beDevolenoe  and  oommiseratioD 
tfaan  they  pretend  to,  bos  allowed  of  it :  and  if 
tfaej  fblly  examine  the  snbjeot,  they  will  find 
that  sUverj  has  been  no  novd  doctrine  einoe 
tfae  dm  <ii  Oain ;  bnt  be  these  things  as  the? 
■wy,  I  hope  the  House  will  order  the  petitioD 
to  lie  on  the  table,  Id  order  to  prevent  an  alarm 
to  oar  Bonthem  brethren. 

Mr.  SKOttWioK. — If  it  was  a  serions  qneetion 
whath^  the  memorial  dioold  be  oommitted  or 
not,  I  wonld  not  orgs  it  at  this  time ;  bnt  that 
eaniiot  be  «  qoeition  fbr  a  moment,  if  we  Mm- 
rider  our  rdalive  sttnatito  with  the  peoide.  A 
anmber  ot  men,  who  era  oert^nly  very  reapeet- 
afalo,  and  of  whom,  as  a  soelety,  tt  may  be  said 
with  troth,  that  they  oonftonn  their  moral  oon- 
doet  to  tb^  religions  tenets,  as  much  as  any 
pao|de  in  the  whcm  ocsomnaity,  come  forward 
Mid  teU  yon,  that  yon  may  efieot  two  olgeots 
by  tbe  ezerdse  of  a  oonstltational  anthority, 
^uefa  will  pva  greet  aatisfiwticm.  On  the  <me 
kind,  you  may  acquire  rerenae,  and  on  the 
ether,  restrain  a  pnotioe  prodnotive  of  great 
rriL  Now,  setting  sdde  the  reliffioos  mottvee 
whiek  infloenoe  their  amplication,  have  they  not 
a  ri^it  as  eitimns  to  give  th^  opinion  of  pnb- 
Kb  liMiMUiml  For  my  psrt,  I  do  not  ^ipre- 
hand  that  any  Btate,  or  any  oonBlderable  nom- 
bar  ot  indivMiula  in  any  State,  will  be  serionsly 
alanned  at  the  commitment  of  the  petition,  from 
a  ttmt  that  Oongresa  intend  to  exerdse  an  nn- 
oonatitatjoaal  anthority,  In  order  to  violate 
their  rights.  I  believe  there  is  ttot  a  wish  of 
A»  kiad  entertaiiMd  by  any  muuber  of  IhU 
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that  reqwet  to  ft  memoriel  wUdi  it  u 
to,  according  to  the  ordinary  mode  d  prooe- 
dore  ID  bodneeat  Vky  shall  ire  defer  doing 
that  tin  to-morrow,  which  we  can  do  to-day; 
for  the  result,  I  ^tprahend,  vrill  be  the  same  in 
either  case. 

Mr.  BioT^  (of  Bonth  Carolina.)— The  ques- 
tion, I  i^prebend,  is  whether  we  will  take  the 
petition  np  for  a  seoond  reading,  and  not  whe- 
ther it  shall  be  committed?  Kow,  I  oppose 
this,  beoanse  it  is  contrary  to  onr  nsnal  prac- 
tice, and  doea  not  allow  gentlemen  time  to 
oonnder  of  the  meriti  d  the  pr^«r.  Perii^M 
some  gentlemen  may  think  it  improper  to  eom- 
mit  it  to  so  targe  a  committee  as  has  been  men- 
tioned :  a  variety  of  oansss  mi^  be  supposed  to 
diow  that  snoh  a  hssty  dedinon  is  improper ; 
perhaps  the  pr^er  of  it  is  improper.  If  I  nn- 
derstood  it  right  on  its  first  resding,  tliongb  to 
be  snre  I  did  not  coau>rehend  perfectly  sll  Uiat 
the  petition  contained.  It  prays  that  we  shonld 
take  measnree  for  the  *b<ditioQ  of  the  dave 
an  nnconstitQtiMial 
nseoDresthat  trade 
to  the  States,  independent  of  Oongriesslonal 
restriotions,  for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years. 
JS,  Uierefore,  it  pr^a  fbr  a  violation  of  oonati- 
totional  rights,  it  ought  to  be  rejected  as  sn 
attempt  npon  the  virtne  and  patriotism  of  the 

Mr.  BotmiNOT. — It  has  been  said,  that  the 
Qnakers  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  this  bnri- 
ness.  I  am  snrprised  to  hear  this  doctrine  ad- 
vanced, after  it  has  been  so  lately  contended 


It  is  sot  because  the  petition  oomes  from  the 
society  of  Qnakers  that  1  am  in  favor  of  the 
commitment,  bnt  becsnse  it  comes  from  dti- 
lene  of  the  United  States  who  are  equally  con- 
cerned in  tlie  wel&re  and  happiness  of  their 
oonntry  with  others.  There  certainly  is  nofoon- 
datimi  for  the  apprehenrions  which  seem  to 
prev^  in  genUemen's  minds.  If  tbe  p^tion- 
ers  were  so  nninformed  as  to  suppose  that  Oon- 
greee  oonld  be  gniltj  of  a  violation  uf  the  con- 
stitution, yet  I  tmst  we  know  our  dnty  better 
than  to  be  led  astray  by  an  ^plication  from  any 
man  or  set  of  men  whatever.  X  do  not  consi- 
der the  merits  of  the  m^  qnestion  to  be  before 
us;  it  will  be  time  enough  to  ^ve  oar  opinions 
up^  that  when  the  committee  have  reported. 
If  it  is  in  our  power,  by  recommendation,  or 
any  other  way,  to  pnt  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade 
in  America,  I  do  not  donbt  of  its  policy ;  but 
how  far  Oie  cODstitntion  will  authorize  us  to 
attempt  to  depress  it,  will  be  a  qnestion  well 
worthy  of  our  oonrideration. 

Mr.  SnEBMAN  observed,  that  tiie  petitioners 
from  New  York  stated,  that  they  had  applied 
to  the  tic^alature  of  that  Btate  to  prohibit  cer- 
tain practices  which  they  conceived  to  be  im- 
proper, and  which  tended  to  iqjnre  the  well- 
being  of  the  community ;  that  the  Iwislatura 
had  considered  the  t4)pUcation,  bnt  kaa  i^i^el 
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DO  retuedy,  becwwe  tber  MippoMd  that  power 
was  eiclDsivelj  T«Bted  in  the  QeoMal  G«T«ni- 
mukt  nnder  the  GonstitntMni  of  Uie  United 
States ;  it  would,  t}ierelbre,  be  proper  to  oom- 
mit  that  petition,  in  order  to  laoertun  what  are 
the  powers  of  the  Genwal  Qoventment  iu  the 

Mr.  Gkbbt  tbon^t  gentlemen  were  out  of 
order  in  eatenng  Qpoa  the  merits  of  the  main 
qneetion  at  this  time,  when  thej  were  consider- 
ing the  expediency  ot  eonunittiog  the  petition. 
He  sltould,  therefore,  not  follow  them  fiirther 
in  that  track  than  bare!;  to  observe,  that  it  was 
the  right  of  the  citiEens  tc  applj  for  redrcas,  in 
ever;  case  in  which  the;  conceived  themselves 
aggrieved;  and  it  was  the  doty  of  Ocngrete  to 
^ord  redreee  as  far  ae  in  their  power.  That 
th^  Sonthem  hrettren  had  been  betrayed  into 
the  slave  trade  by  the  Srst  settlers,  was  to  be 
Itunented ;  they  were  not  to  be  reflected  (»■  for 
not  viewing  this  snbject  in  a  different  light,  the 
pr^ndioe  of  education  is  eradicated  with  diffl- 
cnltj ;  bat  be  thought  nothing  would  eicose 
the  General  Government  for  not  exerting  itself 
to  present,  as  far  as  they  oonstitntionally  oonld. 


considerations  induced  him  highly  to  commend 
the  part  theSocietycfFriendfi  had  taken;  it  was 
the  canse  <rf  hnmanitj  they  had  interested 
themselves  in,  and  he  wished,  with  them,  to 
■ee  measures  pursoed  by  every  uHtion,  to  wipe 
off  the  indelible  st^n  which  tlie  slave  trwe 
had  brooght  npon  all  who  were  ooocemed 
in  it 

Mr.  UADtsoN  thooght  the  question  before  the 
committee  was  no  otherwise  important  than  as 
^ntlemea  made  it  so  hy  their  serious  opposi- 
tion. Had  tbey  permitted  the  oommitment  of 
the  memorial,  as  a  matter  of  course,  no  notice 
wonld  have  been  taken  of  it  oat  of  doors ;  it 
oonld  never  have  been  blown  np  into  a  decirion 
of  the  qnestlon  respecting  the  disoonragement 
of  the  African  slave-trade,  nor  alarm  the  own- 
ers with  an  apprehension  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment were  abont  to  abolish  slavery  in  all 
.  the  States ;  snch  things  are  not  contemplated 
by  any  gentleman ;  bnt  they  eicite  alarm  by 
thrnr  exjended  objections  to  oommitting  the 
memorials.  Gentlemen  may  vote  for  the  com- 
mitment of  the  petitioit  witbont  any  intention 
of  sn[q>orting  the  prayer  of  it. 

Mr.  Whtts;  woud  not  have  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, if  he  had  thooght  it  would  have  bronght 
on  a  lengthy  deliate.  He  conceived  that  a  bnsi- 
ness  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  decided  withont 
tnnch  discnstnon ;  it  had  constantly  been  the 
practice  of  the  Ilonse,  and  he  did  not  snppoee 
there  was  any  reason  for  a  deviatioa 

ICr.  Pass  sud,  if  the  memorial  had  been  pre- 
sented by  any  individnaL  instead  of  the  respec- 
tftble  body  from  whom  it  emanated,  he  ahonld 
have  voted  in  favor  of  a  commitment,  l>ecanse 
it  was  the  dut;  of  the  Legialatnre  to  attend  to 
■objects  brought  before  tbera  by  their  cons  ' 
euts ;  if^  upon  inquiry,  it  was  discovered  t 


ir  to  cmnply  with  tbe  pn^er  of  tiie  p«- 
I,  he  woud  B^  80,  aad  tb^  would  b* 


improper  U 
titioners,  h 
satisfied. 

ill.  &Tom  thoQgfat  tbe  fandaeei  ou^t  to  ba 
left  to  take  its  usual  ooorse ;  by  the  rnlea  of  th» 
Honse,  it  was  expressly  declared  tiiat  petitiaa^ 
memorials,  and  other  p«pa^  addreeeed  to  tba 
House  sboold  not  be  delated  or  decided  fm  tfa* 
day  they  were  first  read. 

Mr.  Baldwht  f^t  at  a  koi  to  aoooant  whj 
precipitation  was  need  on  this  oocan<ni,  craitr»- 
ry  to  the  cnstomary  osage  of  the  Honse.  He 
had  not  heard  a  single  reascm  advanced  in  Savor 
of  it.  To  be  sure  it  was  said  tbe  petitioBet* 
are  a  respectable  body  of  man;  be  did  not  dtaj 
it;  but  ceriwnly  g«iitleiiien  did  not  mpptmt 
they  were  paying  reepeci  to  them  or  to  the 
Honse,  when  they  ni^ed  snob  a  hasty  prty- 
oedure.  It  was  contrary  to  his  idea  <^  resf>ec^ 
and  the  idea  the  House  had  alwaya  ta 
when  they  had  important  sntjects  un 
sideration ;  and,  therefi»e,  be  should  be  "e*'™^ 
the  motion.  He  was  afrud  that  there  was 
really  a  little  volunteering  in  this  bnrinee^ 
as  it  had  been  termed  by  tbe  gentleman  froa 
Georgia. 

Mr.  HornKQTON  considered  the  petitjoacsn 
as  much  disinterested  as  my  persons  in  the 
United  States ;  be  waa  pomaded  they  had  an 
averaioQ  to  slavery,  yet  tbey  were  not  singnlar 
in  this;  others  bad  the  same;  and  he  h^ted, 
when  Congress  took  up  the  subject,  they  would 
go  as  far  as  possible  to  prohibit  the  evil  com^ 
plained  of.  Bnt  he  thooght  that  would  be  better 
done  by  considering  it  in  the  light  of  revenue ; 
when  tite  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  qneetiooa 
of  finance  nught  properly  take  the  suiyect  into 
oonsidenition,  without  giving  any  gronod  far 

Mr.  TcosEB. — I  have  no  doubt  on  my  mind 
respecting  what  ought  to  be  done  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  so  tar  from  committing  the  memorial,  wa 
ought  to  dismiss  it  withoot  frirther  notieeL 
What  is  the  purport  of  the  memorial!  It  la 
plunly  tbin^  to  reprobate  a  particolar  kind  ai 
commerce,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  and  to  ro- 
qnest  the  interposition  of  Congreas  to  effect  its 
abrogation.  Bat  Congress  has  no  anthority, 
nnder  the  constitution,  to  do  more  than  lay  a 
duty  of  ten  dollars  upon  each  perstm  imported ; 
and  this  is  a  political  oon^eration,  not  arising 
from  either  religion  or  morality,  and  la,  the  only 
principle  upon  which  we  can  proceed  to  take  it 
up.  But  what  effect  do  these  men  suppose  will 
arise  frtim  their  eierttonsf  Will  a  doty  of  ten 
dollars  diminish  the  importation  1  Will  tba 
treatment  be  better  than  asualt  I  apprehend 
not ;  nay,  it  may  be  worse,  becaase  an  inter- 
ference with  the  snbject  may  excite  a  great 
degree  of  restlessness  in  the  minds  of  those  it  is 
intended  to  serve,  and  that  may  be  a  cause  tor 
the  masters  to  use  more  rigor  towards  them 
than  they  would  otherwise  exert ;  so  tiiat  tiiess 
men  seem  to  overshoot  their  ol^eot.  But  ff 
tbey  will  endeavor  to  procure  the  aboUtion  of 
the' slave  trade,  let  tlmD  pnter  their  patitaona 
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to  the  State  LeoiaUtnrea,  who  alone  liaTS  tbe 
pgwer  of  forbid^^ng  the  Importation.    I  b^e' 
theb  applioations  there  wonld  be  improper ;  b 
if  tbe;  ai«  auy  where  proper,  it  is  tLere. 
look  apoo  the  addrees  then  to  be  ill-judged, 
Iwwever  good  the  intention  of  the  ftamerB. 

]£r.  SiOTH  ohined  it  as  a  right  &at  the  peti- 
taoD  dKMild  lie  over  till  to-norrow. 

Tbiibbdat,  Fetenaiy  11. 

AMampUen  qf  State  BAU. 

[lb,  Hlmaoii'a  modon  to  discrimitute  beCirgm 

Bc^giBal  orediton  uid  pieaent  holdan,  n  u  to  pij 

^tmuu  ia  fbU  to  Ae  former,  ud  the  hif^iett  mukst 

price  to  the  anignae,  ud  Ibe  lenwiader  to  the  orlg- 

Tbe  House  then  again  reeolved  itaelf  into 
Ctwinitttee  of  the  Whole  apon  the  report  of  the 
Secretorj  of  the  Treasnr;,  Mr.  Baldwin  in  the 
diwr. 

Mr.  'Bnszi's  amendment  being  under  oonsid- 

Hr.  BrsEB  said,  he  had  bronght  his  motion 
fbrward,  in  conseoDenoe  of  a  hasty  promise  he 
had  given  a  memoer  of  this  House ;  hot  as  he 
did  not  meas  to  support  it,  or  vote  for  it,  he 
wonld  withdraw  it. 

l£r.  Uadison. — No  gentleman,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, has  expressed  more  strongl  j  than  I  feel, 
ae  importance  and  diScnltj  oi  the  snbjcot 
before  na.  Altbongh  I  have  endeavored  to 
Tiew  it  nnder  all  its  aspects,  and  analyze  it  in 
an  its  principles,  yet  have  I  Itept  my  mind  open, 
ind  been  anxious  to  aid  my  own  reflections  by 
the  refleotad  light  to  be  expected  from  gentle- 
1  this  floor  who  enter  into  the  diBonaeion. 
.therto  rathei 
the  snbject, 

and  sboold  even  at  this  moment  have  continned 
in  my  seat,  bnt  that  the  turn  which  the  bosi- 
Dea  nas  taken,  renders  it  reqnisite  for  me  now, 
if  at  all,  to  trouble  the  committee  with  mv  re- 
flections^ and  the  opinion  in  which  they  have 
terminated. 

It  has  been  aiud,  by  some  gentlemen,  that  the 
debt  itself  does  not  exist  in  the  extent  and  form 
which  is  generally  supposed.  I  confess,  At,  I 
ffiffer  alb^ether  from  the  gentleman  who  takes 
that  gronnd.  Let  ns  ooniddcr,  first,  by  whom 
die  debt  was  contracted,  and  then  let  ns  con- 
■der  to  trhom  it  is  due.  The  debt  was  con- 
tracted by  ihti  United  States,  who,  with  respect 
to  that  particnlar  transaction,  were  in  a  nation- 
al c^Moity.  The  Government  was  nothing 
more  than  the  agent  or  organ,  by  which  the 
whole  body  of  the  people  acted.  The  change 
in  the  Government  which  has  taken  place  has 
eolarged  its  national  capacity,  bnt  it  has  not  va- 
ried toe  national  obligation,  with  respect  to  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  that  transaction. 
For,  m  like  manner,  the  present  Qovemment  is 
nodiing  more  than  the  orgaiL  or  agent,  of  the 

rV&e.    The  obligation  which  thoy  are  nnder, 
precisely  the  same  with  that  nnder  which 


the  debt  was  oontraoted ;  althongh  the  Govern- 
ment has  been  dianged,  the  nation  remains  the 
same.  There  is  no  chan^  ia  onr  political  dnty, 
nor  in  the  moral  or  political  obhgation.  The 
langoage  I  now  nse,  air,  is  the  langoage  of  tiM 
oonstitDtian  itself;  it  declares  that  oil  debta 
riiall  have  the  same  validity  against  the  United 
States,  nnder  the  new,  as  under  the  old  form 
of  Qovernment.  The  obtigatJon  remains  the 
same,  thoDKh  I  hope  experience  will  prove  that 
the  ability  has  be«i  fovorably  varied. 

The  next  question  is,  to  what  amount  the  ' 
public  are  at  present  indebted  t  I  conceive  the 
question  may  be  answered  in  a  few  words. 
The  United  Statefl  owe  the  valne  they  reodved, 
which  they  acknowledge,  and  which  they  have 
promised  to  pay :  what  is  that  value  f  It  is 
a  certain  sum  m  principal  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent.  No  logic,  no  magic,  in 
my  opinion,  can  diminiaii  the  fbroe  cS  tiie  obli- 
gation. 

The  only  point  on  which  we  can  deliberate 
is,  to  whom  the  payment  is  really  dnc ;  for  thia 
purpose,  it  mil  be  proper  to  take  notioe  of  the 
several  desonptions  of  people  who  are  creditoni 
c£  the  Union,  and  lay  down  some  principles 
retrwoting  them,  whidi  may  lead  ns  to  a  Jost 
and  equitable  deoision.  As  there  is  a  email 
part  of  the  debt  yet  nnliquidated,  it  may  be 
well  to  pass  It  by  and  come  to  the  great  mass 
of  the  liquidated  debt  It  may  here  be  proper 
to  notice  four  classes  into  which  it  may  be  di- 

Fint,  Oiigiiul  credjton^  who  have  nersr  alienated 


Becomd,  Original  orediton  who  ban  aHeueted. 

Third,  PreMnt  holders  of  alieoBtad  nearides. 

Foartlt,  IsteiTDBdiate  holden,  tlimiigh  whow  bands 
•einiritiei  have  cinmlated. 

The  only  principles  that  oan  govern  the  de- 
oision on  uieir  respective  pretensions,  I  take  to 
be,  1.  PnbUo  Justice;  3.  Public  Faith ;  8. 
Public  Credit ;    4.  Public  Opinion. 

With  respect  to  the  first  class,  there  can  be 
no  difficulty.  Justice  is  in  their  favor,  for  they 
have  advanced  the  value  which  they  claim  ; 
pnblic  faith  is  in  their  favor,  for  the  written 
promise  is  in  their  hands;  respect  for  public 
credit  is  in  their  (avor,  for  if  claims  so  sacred 
are  violated,  all  confidence  must  be  at  an  end; 
public  opinion  is  in  thar  favor,  for  every  hon- 
est citizen  cannot  but  be  their  advocate. 

With  respect  to  the  last  class,  the  interme- 
diate holders,  their  pretenuons,  if  they  have 
any,  will  lead  us  into  a  labyrinth,  for  which  it 
is  impossible  to  find  a  clew.  This  will  be  the 
leas  complied  of^  because  this  class  were 
perfectly  free,  both  in  becoming  and  ceasing  to 
be  creditors;  and  because,  in  general,  tney 
most  have  guned  by  their  speculations. 

The  only  rival  pretensions,  then,  are  those  of 
the  original  creditors,  who  have  assigned,  and 
of  the  present  holders  of  the  assignments. 

The  former  may  appeal  to  Justice,  because 
le  value  of  the  money,  the  servioe,  ca  the 


.  Goot^lc 


ABBIDOHEITT  OV  THB 


propertr  Advaiioed  hj  them,  baa  never  been 
nmj  pai  to  Uiem. 

The^  nMj  amwd  to  good  Uth,  beoanse  the 
■nine  atipidated  and  expected,  ia  not  HatJafled 
by  the  gtepe  taken  by  tne  Oovemment.  The 
oerttflcates  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the  oredltora, 
on  cloaing  their  settlements  with  the  pnblic, 
were  of  lesa  real  value  than  waa  acknowtedsed 
to  be  due ;  they  loay  he  considered  aa  having 
been  forced,  in  tact,  on  the  receivers.  They 
cannot,  therefbre,  bo  fldrly  adjndged  an  extin- 
ffoiahment  of  the  debt.  They  may  appeal  to 
Qie  motivea  for  eatabliahing  pnblic  credit,  fbr 
which  Jnatioe  and  Mth  form  the  natnral  fonn- 
dation.  They  may  appeal  to  the  precedent 
ftiroiahed  by  the  compensation  allowed  to  the 
army  during  the  late  war,  for  the  depreciation 
of  bills,  which  nominally  discharged  the  debts. 
They  may  appeal  to  humanity,  for  the  anfler- 
ings  of  the  military  part  of  the  creditors  can 
never  bo  forgotten,  while  sympathy  la  an 
American  virtne.  To  say  nothing  of  the  riaga- 
lar  hardship,  in  ao  many  months,  of  requiring 
those  who  have  lost  fonr-flfthe,  or  aeven-ei^ths 
of  their  duo,  to  contribute  the  remunder  in 
&VDr  of  thoae  who  have  gunedin  the  oontrary 
proportion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hddera  by  anign- 
mrat  have  daima,  which  I  by  do  means  i^sh 
to  depredate,  lliey  will  say,  that  whatever 
pretensions  others  may  have  against  the  pablic, 
these  cannot  afitet  the  validity  of  theire.  That 
if  they  gain  by  the  risk  taken  upon  themselves, 
it  is  but  the  just  reward  of  that  risk.  That  aa 
they  hold  the  public  promise,  they  have  an  nn- 
deoiable  demand  on  the  public  fiuth.  That 
the  beat  foundation  of  pnblic  M«dit  is  that  ad- 
herence to  literal  engagements  on  which  it  has 
been  ereotod  by  the  moat  flonrishing  nations. 
That  if  the  new  Oovemment  should  swerve 
from  ao  essential  a  principle,  it  will  be  r^arded 
by  all  the  world  aa  mheriting  the  infirmitJes  of 
the  old.  Bnch  being  the  interfering  claims  on 
the  public,  one  of  three  things  must  bo  done; 
either  pay  both,  reject  wholly  one  or  the  other, 
or  make  a  eompontKii  between  them  on  some 
piinciple  of  equity.  To  pay  both  is  perlwis 
beyond  the  publio  ability ;  and  aa  it  would  far 
exceed  the  value  received  by  the  public,  it  will 
not  be  expected  by  the  world,  nor  even  by  the 
creditors  themselves.  To  rqect  wholly  the 
claims  of  either  is  equally  inadmissible;  auch 
a  sacrifice  of  those  who  poasesa  the  written  ui- 
gagementa  would  be  fabal  to  the  proposed  es- 
tablishment of  public  credit ;  it  would  more- 
over punish  those  who  had  put  their  trust  in 
the  public  promises  and  reaonrcea.  To  make 
the  otlicr  class  the  sole  victima  is  an  idea  at 
which  bamon  nature  recoils. 


the  present  holders,  let  them  have  the  highest 

tirice  which  has  prevailed  in  the  market ;  and 
at  the  residue  belong  to  the  original  sufferers. 
This  will  not  do  perfect  juatioe ;  but  it  will  do 
more  real  Jufltice,  and  perform  more  of  the  pub- 


lic fi^th,  than  any  other  expedient  proposed. 
The  present  holders,  where  they  have  pnrduwed 
at  the  lowest  price  of  the  secnriMes,  will  have  a 
profit  that  cannot  reasonably  be  complained  of; 
where  they  have  purchased  at  a  hi^ier  i^iee, 
the  profit  will  be  considerable;  and  even  the 
few  who  have  purchased  at  the  highest  ^ce 
cannot  well  be  losers,  with  a  well  ftmded  inter- 
est  of  six  per  cent.  The  original  anfierers  will 
not  be  fully  indemnified ;  bat  they  will  reoeir^ 
fh)m  their  country,  a  tribute  due  to  their  merits 
which,  if  it  does  not  entirely  heal  their  wonnd^ 
will  assnage  the  pain  of  them.  I  am  aware, 
that  many  plausible  objecliona  will  lie  agmnat 
what  I  have  auggested,  some  of  which  I  ftM«- 
see  and  will  take  some  notice  of.  It  will  be 
said,  that  the  plan  is  impraoticable;  should  thia 
be  demonatrnted,  I  am  ready  to  renonnoe  it ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  mo  in  that  light.  I 
acknowledge  that  such  a  scale  as  has  often  been 
a  subject  of  conversation,  is  impractdcable. 

The  discrimination  proposed  by  me,  reqnirea 
nothing  more  than  a  knowledge  of  the  preeont 
holders,  which  will  be  ahown  by  the  certiscatee ; 
and  of  the  original  holders,  which  the  office 
documents  will  show.  It  may  be  ol^ected,  that 
if  the  Government  is  to  go  t)eyond  the  lif«rtL 
into  the  equitable  claims  against  the  tJnited 
States,  it  onght  to  go  back  to  every  case  whne 
ipjuBtice  has  been  done.  To  this  the  answer  is 
obvious:  the  case  in  question  ia  not  only  dif- 
ferent from  others  in  point  of  magnitude  and 
of  practicability,  but  foroM  itself  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  as  necesearily  invdved 
in  the  bnsineaa  before  them.  It  may  be  Direct- 
ed, Uiat  public  credit  will  suffer,  especially 
abroad;  I  think  this  danger  will  be  effectually 
obviated  by  the  honesty  and  disintereatedneea 
of  the  Oovemment  displayed  in  the  measure, 
by  a  continoanoe  of  the  punctual  dischai^  of 
foreign  interest,  by  the  foil  provirion  to  ba 
made  for  the  whole  foreign  debt^  and  the  eqnd 
pnnctuality  I  hope  to  see  in  the  fhtore  pay 
ments  on  the  domestic  debte.  I  tmat  also,  that 
all  (iiture  loans  will  be  founded  on  a  previoua 
establishment  of  adeqnate  f^nda ;  and  that  a 
situation,  like  the  present,  will  be  thereby  ren- 
dered impossible. 

I  cannot  but  regard  the  present  case  as  so 
extraordinary,  in  many  respects,  that  the  ordi- 
nary maxims  are  not  strictly  applicable  to  it, 
The  fluctuations  of  stock  in  Europe,  bo  ottem. 
referred  to,  have  no  comparison  with  thoae  in 
the  United  States.  The  former  never  exceeded 
60,  60,  or  TO  per  cent. :  can  it  be  said,  that  be- 
cause a  Government  thon^t  this  evil  insnfB- 
eient  to  Justify  an  interference,  it  would  view 
in  the  same  light  a  fluctuation  amounting  to 
aevMi  or  eight  hundred  per  cent. 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  were  Great  Britain, 
Holland,  or  any  other  country,  to  fnnd  its  debts 
precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  the  American 
debt,  some  equitable  interference  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  take  place.  The  South  Sea 
scheme,  in  which  a  change,  amounting  to  one 
thonaand  per  cent,  hf^pened  in  Om  valne  of 
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ttodk,  ia  well  known  to  have  prodaoed  a 
terferenoe,  and  without  an;  injor;  wtatevw 
to  the  snliseqDeiit  credit  of  tb»  nation.  It  ia 
true,  that  in  monj  respects,  the  oaae  differed 
ftom  that  of  the  United  8tat«3 ;  bnt,  in  other 
leqieata,  there  is  a  d^ree  of  similitude,  which 
watrantB  the  ooi^eotnre.  It  maj  be  objected, 
that  such  a  proTision  as  I  propoee  will  eioeed 
the  imMo  ability ;  I  do  not  think  the  public 
noatue  to  discharga  hooorablj  all  its  engage- 
menta,  or  that  it  will  be  nnwilliug,  if  the  ap- 
profniationt  shall  be  Batiflfactoiy.  I  regret,  as 
much  aa  anj  member,  the  unavoidable  woght 
■ad  dnratjon  of  the  burthena  to  be  imposed ; 
Iwviiig  never  been  a  proselyte  to  the  doctrine, 
that  pnUio  debts  are  pabho  benefits.  I  oon- 
iUer  them,  on  the  contrary,  aa  evila  which 
ooght  to  be  removed  as  &st  aa  honor  and  jnstioe 
will  permlL  and  shall  heartilj  join  in  the  means 
aeoe«ai7  for  that  purpose.  I  conclude  with 
Amlaring^  ae  my  opinion,  that  if  any  caae  were 
to  ba^ieii  among  mdividnaU,  bearing  an  anal- 
og; to  that  of  the  pnblio,  a  Oonrt  of  £qaiCy 
would  iiiteijK«e  for  ita  r«dr«M;  or  that  if  a 
bibonal  existed  oa  earth,  by  whioh  na^ons 
eonld  b«  compelled  to  do  right,  tlie  tTmt«d 
States  would  be  oorapelled  to  do  something  not 
dLsminiUr  in  ita  principle*  to  what  I  have  con- 
tended for. 

Mr.  LtvxBvoaB  wiahed  the  amendment  he 
lad  fonnerly  mentioned  mi^t  be  made  to  the 
original  pnqKMitioa ;  it  was,  to  insert,  before 
the  word  "interest,"  the  words,  "at  a  eerttin 
nt«  a." 

Mr.  Shsbiuji  apprehended  it  wonid  strongly 
imply  that  Oongress  meant  to  rednoe  ^e  rate 
oC  intereat,  and  he  did  not  wiah  that  qnesCitni 
invi^Ted  with  the  preeent. 

Mr.  IjvKEifOBB'B  motion  being  seoonded,  the 
qatg&m  was  pat  thereon,  and  it  being  lost^ 

Mr.  Madibob  moved  to  amend  the  original 
prcfKKitJan,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

Bmalfi,  That  adequate  ftuidi  00^  t«  be  pm- 
ndsd  for  p«7>°B  *^  itttww*  aod  pincipal  of  flie  do- 
vetfie  dabC,  aa  tiw  nme  ahall  ba  llqmiUted ;  aad 
that  in  ndi  liqnidatkn,  the  ^«Miit  b«den  tf  poblio 
BBcsDtiM,  whidi  have  been  alieoatad,  shall  ba  Mt- 
llad  with  accoidii^  to  the  Uglieit  maAet  rata  of 
aud  KCDiiligs ;  ud  that  th«  baluiea  of  the  stun* 
doe  &Dm  the  public,  be  pud  in  mch  pn^xntion  to 
tibe  original  holder  oT  sneh  lecnriliei. 

Mr.  BonDiKOT  said,  he  had  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  paying  great  respect  to  the  sentimenta 
cf  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia ;  bat  he  feared, 
OB  this  oooasion,  he  had  not  viewed  the  aabjeet 
vitb  bis  uaoal  atteanoy.  He  was  not  aorpnaed 
tliat  the  gentleman  was  led  away  by  the  die- 
tatea  of  his  heart,  for  he  believed  he  reislly  felt 
br  the  mtsfortonea  of  bis  fellow-citizens,  who 
bad  been  the  prey  of  avarioions  men.  Indeed, 
it  ia  matter  of  legs  snrprlse,  on  another  ao- 
eoont,  for  heretirfore  I  oontemplated  the  aal^eot 
inaearly  the  same  point  of  view.  Inflnenoed 
by  a  deaire  to  do  jnstioe  to  every  person  eon- 
lerted  with  the  pabtie,  I  wished  for  the  means 
'  g  the  ori^nal  Uoldera,  who  bad 


sold  their  oertifioatea  at  a  great  loss;  bnt  I 
fbond  the  thing,  upon  long  and  oarefol  exami- 
nation, to  be  both  nnJoBt  and  impracticable. 

The  honorable  gentleman  tells  ns,  that  the 
debt  waa  oontraoted  for  meritoriona  aervioes, 
and  inqniree  whether  the  creditor  received  an 
adequate  oompenntion  in  foil  ^sobarget  I 
say,  ur,  this  debt  is  still  dne,  and  that  the  per- 
son to  whom  it  is  dne,  has  received  nothing  bnt 
a  certificate  as  evidence  of  hie  claim  ;  bnt  then, 
if  any  of  our  first  creditors  have  pnt  another 
person  in  their  shoes,  the  qoeadon  will  arise. 
are  we  to  disown  the  act  of  the  party  himselfi 
Are  we  to  say,  we  will  not  be  bound  by  your 
transfer,  we  will  not  treat  with  your  represent- 
ative, bat  insist  npon  a  resettleraeni  with  yon 
alone  I  Bnt  the  same  reasoning  will  oblige  tu 
to  go  farther,  and  investigate  all  the  olaima 
of  those  who  have  received  of  the  Govern- 
ment  Continental  money,  which  they  after- 
wards parted  with  tor  ten,  forty,  or  one  nnndrad 
for  one. 


FnmaT,  February  13. 
Abolitimi  <if  Slavery, 
The  following  memorial  of  the  PennsylvanU 
Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slavery, 
the  relief  of  free  negroes  nnlawfiilly  held  In 
bondage,  and  the  improvement  of  the  oondititm 
of  the  African  race,  was  presented  and  read : 
The  memorial  respectfully  showeth, 
That  from  a  i^ard  for  the  happiaasa  of  mankind, 
I  >i*odUion  WH  fbnnfld  ■ersral  yoan  iCnce  In  this 
State,  by  a  nnniber  of  her  citiiens,  of  variotui  reli- 
gions dujominationa,  far  promotiiig  the  alwlldon  of 
slavery,  ai>d  for  the  ralisf  of  Choas  imUwfiiily  held  in 
boidiga.    A  jnet  and  acnte  conc«ptioa  of  the  tma 
prinoiplea  of  Uberty,  as  it  qjread  throngfa  Che  land, 
produced  accseuoaa  to  their  numbers,  many  fHendi 
to  their  canw,  uid  a  Legislative  co-operatioD  with 
their  viewi,  which,  by  the  blesaing  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, hare  been  mcceufiilly  directed  to  the  reliev- 
ing from  bondage  a  laige  nnmber  of  their  fellow- 
orealnre*  of  the  Africm  raea     They  have  alao  tha 
utisfaoticn  to  observe,  that  in  comeqnence  of  that 
•pirit  of  ^ilonthtopy  and  genuine  liberty  which  ii 
generally  difinting  iti  bene&inl  inSnenOB,  rimilsr  in- 
■titalloni  an  formii^  at  home  and  abind. 

Iliat  mankind  are  all  formed  by  the  same  Al- 
mi^^  Bdng,  alike  ottjeote  of  hie  caie.  and  eqaaUy 
dengaed  fbr  the  eq^oymerit  at  h^ifUDeit,  tbe  Chrii- 
tian  religion  teachea  oa  to  believe,  and  the  political 
creed  of  Americaaa  folly  coiucidei  with  the  position. 
Tonr  memorial' Hta,  partimlarly  engaged  in  attaod- 
ing  to  the  diatieuea  ariaing  from  ilavcry,  believe  It 
their  indispeiuabie  du^  to  pre)«nt  this  subject  to 
your  notice.  They  have  observed,  with  real  satiEruc- 
tioa,  that  man;  imponant  and  salutnr^  powen  are 
veiled  in  yon  Sw  "promcting  the  welfare  and  secur- 
ing the  bleaainga  of  liberty  to  the  paople  of  the  United 
Slatea;"  and  aa  they  conceive  that  theas  bleistngs 
Oo^lt  rightfully  to  be  adminittered,  without  distino- 
tion  <^  color,  to  all  dasonptiotis  of  people,  w  they  I&- 
dalge  themaei^'ea  ia  the  plBasiue  oipactatlou,  that 
Doming  wtuch  ean  be  done  for  &  relief  of  Iba  DU- 
h^ipy  objects  of  th^  care  will  ba  sitbar  omitted  or 
dala^i 
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Preni  ■  pratnarfon  that  cqoa)  liberty  inu  ori^- 
naBy  Sie  poition,  nd  it  Mill  the  turtlirisht  of  all  men ; 
ani  infliNiMad  hj  tbe  ttrmg  Het  of  hnnaoity,  snd 
Ab  prinmplM  of  tiwir  imtitntian,  jmr  nwntonBluU 
eamoaiiiB  ttkamaelTM  booiid  to  qm  all  jnitjfiabk  eo- 
daanws  to  loo«aii  the  batidB  of  ilneij,  uid  promote 
ft  gfllieraj  enjojmeot  of  tha  bleuingfl  (^  fnedom, 
Utider  riieBB  impreasiona,  they  airneBtly  aitmt  yoni 
aerioiu  sttentioii  to  the  sul^j^  of  Javety ;  that  yon 
vill  tw  pleaded  (o  cauutBcaiice  the  reetoruliuu  of  lib- 
erty lo  Those  unhappy  men,  who  alone,  in  this  land 
of  fresdam,  are  degndsd  into  perpetual  boadags, 
and  who,  iLinidst  the  KCS^ra]  joy  of  eutrowidiiig  frea- 
men,  are  groai^g  m  nerriU  sabjection ;  that  yoa 
will  deriu  moans  for  removing  this  iocansisteiicy 
&0B1  the  obaiaeterof  the  Ameri^n  people  ;  that  ym 
«JU  promote  meicy  and  jnstica  towards  thU  ^s- 
baued  ntoe,  ftnd  that  yon  will  nep  to  the  very  verge 
€£  the  power  nated  in  yoo  for  diacoonging  ereiy 
wfDCifM  ef  traffic  in  the  persmu  of  our  fellow-meo. 
BEN  J.  FRANEUN,  AwAnl 
Pan.maum,  FAmrf  3,  1790. 

Ur.  H*BtUT  then  palled  up  the  memorial 
presented  yesterday,  from  the  aimaal  meeting 

of  Friends  at  Philadelphia,  for  a  second  read- 
ing; whorenp(»i  the  sune  iras  read  a  eeoond 
time,  and  moved  b)  be  comnutted. 

Hr.  TcoxEB  woa  sony  the  petition  had  a 
aeoond  reading,  aa  he  conceived  it  contained  an 
□DOODstltDtiomil  reqnest,  and  from  that  conside- 
ration he  wished  it  thrown  awle.  He  feared 
Qie  commibdMit  of  it  wonld  be  a  very  alarming 
curcnmstance  to  the  Southern  States ;  for  if  the 
object  was  to  engage  Coogrees  in  on  unuHiBtita- 
tlonal  meaeore,  it  woold  be  cooaidered  aa  an 
interference  with  their  rights,  the  people  wotild 
become  very  nneasy  imder  Che  Government, 
and  lament  that  they  ever  pat  additional  powers 
into  their  hands.  He  was  snrprised  to  see  ano- 
ther memorial  on  the  same  anhjeet;  and  that 
i^ed  by  a  man  who  ought  to  have  known  the 
ootistitution  better.  lie  thonght  it  a  mis- 
chievous attempt,  as  it  respected  the  persons  in 
-whose  favor  it  was  intended.  It  wduU  buoy 
them  np  with  hopes,  without  a  foundation,  and 
aa  they  could  not  reason  on  the  aul^ect,  as  more 
enlightened  men  wonld,  they  might  he  led  to 
do  what  they  would  be  pnmshed  for,  and  the 
owners  of  ^nx,  la  their  own  defenoe,  would 
be  con^>dled  to  exercise  over  them  a  sev^oity 
they  were  not  aocnstomed  to.  Do  these  men 
expect  a  general  emancipation  of  slaves  by  law ! 
This  would  never  be  Hnboritted  to  by  the  Sonth- 
ern  States  without  a  civil  war.  Do  thej  mean  to 
pnrohase  their  freedom?  He  believed  thdr 
money  would  faD  short  of  the  price.  But  how 
is  it  tiiey  are  more  ooncemed  in  tlus  business 
than  others  t  Are  they  the  only  persons  who 
possess  religion  and  morality  t  If  the  people 
are  not  so  esemplarj,  certainly  they  will  admit 
the  clergy  are;  why,  then,  do  we  not  find  them 
uniting  in  a  bo^,  prajing  us  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  promotion  of  religion  and  piety,  or  any 
moral  object  t  They  know  it  woold  be  an  im- 
proper int«rfereiioe ;  and  to  t&j  the  best  of  this 
mttnoiial,  it  ia  an  act  of  imprudence,  which  tn 
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hoped  wonld  receive  bo  eonntenance  from  the 

Mr.  Senkt  dented  that  there  waa  any  tidis 
nnconatitutional  in  the  memorial,-  at  least,  tt 
there  was  it  had  escaped  his  attention,  and  he 
Aould  be  obliged  to  the  gentleman  to  point  K 
ont.  Its  only  oyect  was,  that  Congreee  should 
exercise  their  oonstltational  antbority  t^i  abttt 
the  horrors  of  rfavery,  as  fer  as  'th»^  coold ;  m- 
deed,  he  considered  that  all  ahercation  on  9n 
subject  of  oommitment  was  at  an  end,  as  tiba 
Hoasehad  impliedly  detMndnedynterdaj  that 
it  shotild  be  coomiitted. 

Mr.  BtrsKE  aaw  the  diepo^tion  of  Sie  Konsa; 
and  he  (feared  it  wonld  be  refarred  to  a  twm- 
mittee,  manure  all  their  opposition;  bnt  In 
must  insist,  that  it  prayed  for  an  niKcustJtntimal 
meaBTire;  did  it  not  demre  Coogresa  to  interfav 
and  abolish  the  slave  trade,  while  the  omstitn- 
tiott  expressly  stipulates  that  Congren  iftaO 
ezerdse  no  snch  power  f  He  was  c«naintbe 
commitment  would  sound  an  alarm,  and  Uav- 
the  trumpet  of  seditiiMi  in  the  Soutberrt  StatML 
He  was  sorry  to  see  tlie  petitkners  paid  mem 
attention  to  than  the  oonstttutiOB ;  bowevo-, 
he  would  do  his  dnty  and  oppose  the  bnsines 
totol^;  and  if  it  was  referrad  to  a  cemmittee, 
as  mentioned  yeaterd^^,  coosiBting  of  a  mem- 
ber from  each  State,  and  he  was  appointed,  be 
w«Ud  decline  serving. 

Mr.  SooTT. — I  cannot  entertain  a  docbt  bnl 
the  memorial  is  strictly  agreeable  to  the  con- 
stitntion ;  it  respects  a  part  of  the  dnty  psrticn- 
larly  nasigned  to  us  by  that  instrument,  and  I 
hope  we  may  be  inclined  to  take  it  into  oonatd- 
eration.  We  ean  at  present  lay  our  1iand»  bdob 
a  small  dntj  of  ten  ooUara ;  I  would  tske  this, 
and  if  it  is  all  that  we  can  do,  we  mtist  be  ctm- 
tent:'  but  I  am  sorry  that  the  frwnera  of  the 
constitntifn  did  not  go  Airther,  and  enable  □> 
to  interdict  the  traffic  entirely ;  for  I  look  npon 
the  slave  tnde  to  be  one  of  ^e  most  abom^M- 
bl«  tilings  on  earth ;  asd  if  there  was  aa&er 
God  nor  devil,  1  sltotild  oppose  it  ^mm  the 
prinoi[des  of  humanity,  and  the  law  of  natofe. 
I  cannot,  ibr  my  part,  conceive  how  sny  petsoa 
can  be  said  to  aoqiiire  a  property  in  anotiter; 
is  it  by  virtue  of  conquest !  What  are  the  rights 
of  conquest  f  Some  have  dared  to  advance  this 
monstrous  principle,  that  the  conqueror  is  ab- 
solute master  of  his  conqoeat ;  that  he  may  dis- 
pose of  it  aa  his  property,  and  treat  it  as  be 
pleases ;  but,  enough  of  those  who  reduce  men 
to  the  state  of  transferable  goods,  or  use  them 
like  beasta  of  horthen,  who  dehver  tbem  'sp  m 
property  (»-  patrimony  to  others.  Let  ua  argue 
on  principles  conntenanoed  by  reason  end  be- 
coming hnmanit;;  the  petttionere  view  the  sub- 
ject in  a  reli^ous  light,  but  I  do  not  stand  In 
need  of  rd^ons  mottvea  to  induce  me  to  re- 
probate the  traffic  in  hnmtm  flesh ;  otbe^  0C«- 
siderations  weigh  with  me  to  support  the  com- 
mitment of  the  memorial,  and  to  support  evei7 
coostitatioual  meaaore  likely  to  bring  aboat  its 
total  abolition.  Perhw*,  in  onr  TU^slatfte 
oan  go  no  ftnilMr  than  to  fiipcMB  ft 
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dnt^of  tendoUan;  bnt  I  do  not  know  how  ^ 
I  might  go,  if  I  irsB  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  Siatee,  and  thoae  people  were  to  come 
beAre  me  ftod  chum  their  emandpation ;  but  I 
■D  am  I  wonld  go  as  &r  as  I  could. 

Ifr.  JiOKSOK  dffiered  with  the  geotlt 
jsp,  utd  rappoeed  the  master  bad  a  qtialified 
mftrtj  ID  hia  slave.  He  said  the  contrary 
owtrine  would  go  to  the  destrnction  of  every 
tptate  of  personal  service.  The  gentleman  said, 
M  did  not  stand  in  need  of  religion  to  induce 
him  to  reprobate  slavery,  but  if  he  is  guided 
hj  that  eridenoe  upon  which  the  Ohristian  37a- 
tem  is  banded,  he  will  find  that  religion  is  not 
■g*tM  it  He  will  see,  from  Qetusia  to  Rere- 
hUme,  the  cnrrent  setting  strong  that  waj. 
Then  nerer  was  a  Govenmient  on  the  &oe  of 
Qis  eirth,  bat  what  permitted  slavery.  The 
pnnot  aoDB  of  freedom  in  the  Grecian  Republica, 
tfa«  citizens  of  Athens  and  Laoedtemon,  all  held 
risTca.  On  this  principle  the  nations  of  Europe 
11*  wwdated ;  it  is  the  basis  of  the  fendal  ays- 
ton.  Bnt  suppose  all  this  to  have  been  wrong, 
htae  ask  the  gentleman  if  it  is  good  policy  to 
hring  forward  a  bnmnees  Bt  this  moment^  likely 
tDliAtop  the  flame  of  oivil  discord;  for  the 
pwpe  of  the  Bonthem  States  will  redst  one 
tjTHmyassoon  as  another?  The  other  parte 
rf  die  continent  may  bear  them  down  by  foroe 
cf  imu,  bnt  they  will  never  suffer  themgelvee 
to  b«  divested  of  their  property  withont  a  strug' 
^  The  gentleman  says,  if  be  was  a  Federal 
Jndge,  he  doee  not  know  to  what  lensth  he  would 

Ete  emanoipating  these  people ;  but  I  believe 
Judgmetit  would  be  of  ^ort  dnraCion  in 
Q«oTgia,  perhaps  even  the  existence  of  such  a 
Judge  might  be  in  danger. 

Mr,  Bhcbhut  conld  see  no  diffionl^  in  com- 
BiitiDg  the  memorial ;  because  it  was  probable 
tte  ewnmittee  would  understand  their  bosiness, 
•ad  perbue  they  might  bring  in  such  a  report 
M  wWd  be  satislactory  to  gentlemen  on  both 
■d«  of  the  HouM. 

Kr.  BALowm  was  soiry  the  snyeot  had  ever 
hm  brought  belbre  Oongreos,  because  it  wss 
d  a  ddicate  nature  as  it  respected  some  of  the 
6>itM.  Qentlemen  who  bad  beco  present  fit 
tt«  formation  of  this  constitution  could  not 
iToid  the  recollection  of  the  psjn  and  difficulty 
wlucb  die  snttject  caused  in  thaT  body.  The 
Bonbers  from  the  Soathem  8tat«a  were  so  ten- 
ia upon  this  point,  that  they  had  well-nigh 
nkea  op  without  ooming  to  any  determina- 
fi»;  however,  tram  the  extreme  desire  of 
pnuvlng  the  Uhion,  and  obtaining  an  effident 
"•wnunent,  they  were  induced  mutaally  to 
■WMde,  and  the  constitiitionjealouelv  guarded 
'W  they  agreed  to.  If  gentlemen  look  over 
ft*  footsteps  of  that  body,  they  will  find  the 
PWcst  d^ree  of  caution  used  to  imprint  them, 
a>  H  Dot  to  be  easily  eradicated ;  but  the  mo- 
2«twe  go  to  jostle  on  that  ground,  I  fear  we 
™I1  feel  it  tremble  under  our  feet.  Oongreee 
«Te  DO  power  to  interfere  with  the  importa- 
tmiofsiaveebevond  what  is  given  in  the  ninth 
■Mion  of  the  iret  artdcle  of  the  constitution ; 


every  thing  else  is  interdicted  to  them  in  the 
strongest  terms.  If  we  examine  the  oonatitii- 
tion,  we  shall  find  the  expressions  relative  to  thU 
subject  aantionsly  expressed,  and  more  ptmo- 
tilioualy  guarded  than  any  other  part,  "  Th« 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  Congress."  But  leet  this 
should  not  have  secured  the  oljject  suffioiently, 
it  is  declared,  in  the  same  seotion,  "  That  do 
capitation  or  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in 
proportion  to  the  census;"  this  was  intended 
to  prevent  Oongrees  from  laying  any  epedal  tax 
upon  negro  slaves,  as  they  might,  in  Uiis  way, 
so  burthen  the  poesesaors  of  ^em  as  to  induce 
a  general  emancipation.  If  we  go  on  to  the 
fifth  article,  we  shall  find  the  &et  and  fifth 
clanses  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  articia 
restrained  ttom  being  alt«red  before  the  year 
1808. 

Gentleman  have  said  that  this  petition  does 
not  pray  for  an  abolition  of  the  stave  trade.  I 
think,  dr,  it  prays  for  nothing  else ;  and  there- 
fore we  have  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  if  it 
prayed  us  to  establish  an  order  of  nobility,  or  a 
national  religion. 

Ur.  Stlvesteb  taH,  that  he  had  always  been 
in  the  habit  of  respecting  the  Sodety  called 
Quakers ;  he  respected  them  for  their  exertions 
in  the  cause  of  hmnanity ;  but  he  thought  the 
present  was  not  a  time  to  enter  into  a  con- 
dderation  of  tiie  subject,  especially  as  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  a  budness  wiuiin  the  province  of 

le  State  Legislatures. 

Mr.  LiwssNcx  observed,  that  the  subjeet 
would  undonbtedly  come  onder  the  condder»> 
tioD  of  the  House ;  and  he  thougbt,  as  it  was 
now  before  them,  that  the  present  time  was  as 
proper  as  any;  he  was  therefore  for  oommittins 
the  memorii,  and  when  the  prayer  of  it  had 
been  properly  examined,  they  oould  see  how 
fiu-  Oongrees  may,  constitutionally,  interfere: 
as  they  knew  the  limits  of  their  power  on  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  occasion,  there  was  no 
just  apprehendon  to  be  entertained  that  fhcgr 
would  go  beyond  it 

Hr.  Smith  (of  South  Oarolina)  inskted  that 

was  not  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  which  went  to  the 
total  abolishment  of  the  slave  trade,  and  it  waa 
therefore  unnecessary  to  commit  it.  Ha  oV 
served,  that  in  the  Soathem  States  diffioidties 
'  ^  '  n  on  adopting  the  constitntion,  lna»- 
it  WBS  apprehended  that  OongresB 
might  take  measures  under  it  for  abolidung  the 
slave  trade. 

Perhaps  the  petitioners,  when  they  ^>pHed 
to  this  Honae,  did  not  think  their  object  uncon- 
stitutional, but  now  they  are  told  that  it  is,  they 
will  be  satisfied  with  the  answer,  and  press  It 
no  further.  If  thdr  object  bad  been  for  Con- 
gress to  lay  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  head  on 
the  importation  of  slaves,  they  would  have  said 
so,  bnt  that  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
—  The  comraitmentof  the  petition,  on  that 
Ld,  cannot  be  contended.  If  they  will  Hot 
be  contont  with  that,  shall  it  be  0 '""'  " 
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InTOBtigate  &cts  I  The  petition  epeakB  of  none. 
For  what  purpose,  then,  shall  it  o6  oommitted  ? 
If  gentlemen  oftn  taaga  no  good  reason  for  the 
meumre,  they  will  not  support  it  when  thej 
are  told  that  it  will  create  Jealonmea  and  alarm 
in  the  Sonthem  States ;  for  I  con  assure  them 
that  there  is  no  point  on  whioh  thej  are  more 
jealooa  and  Biig^cionH,thaii  on  a  bndnesB  with 
which  they  tUnk  tlie  Government  has  nothing 
to  do. 

When  we  entered  Into  tlus  oonfederao7j  we 
did  it  fh>m  political,  not  from  moral  mottvea, 
and  I  do  not  think  mj  constdtaents  want  to 
leam  morals  from  the  pedtdonera-  I  do  not 
believe  thej  want  ImprovementB  in  their  moral 
system ;  if  they  do,  they  oan  get  it  at  home. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  justly  etat«d 
the  jealousy  of  the  Sonthem  States.  On.  enter- 
ing into  this  Government,  they  apprehend  that 
the  other  States,  not  knowing  the  necessity  the 
citizens  of  the  Southern  Statee  were  mider  to 
hold  thia  species  of  property,  wonld,  from  mo- 
tives of  homonity  tuid  benevolence,  be  led  to 
vote  for  a  geaeral  emancipation ;  and  had  they 
not  Been  that  the  oonsdtation  provided  agtuoat 
the  effect  of  snoh  a  dispoaition,  I  may  be  bold 
to  say  they  never  wonld  nave  adopted  it.  And, 
notwithstiuiding  all  the  calmness  with  which 
some  gentlemen  have  viewed  the  snlject,  they 
will  find  that  this  disonasion  alone  wtH  create 
great  alarm.  We  have  been  told,  that  if  thia 
wonld  be  the  ease,  we  ought  to  have  avoided  it, 
by  saying  nothing ;  bnt  it  was  not  for  tliat  pur- 
pose that  we  were  sent  here.  We  look  npon 
this  measure  as  an  attack  npon  the  palladinm 
of  the  property  of  onr  conntij ;  it  is  therefore 
onr  dnty  to  oppose  it  by  every  means  in  our 
power.  Qeatlemen  shoold  consider,  that  when 
we  entered  into  a  political  oonneotion  with  the 
other  States,  that  this  property  was  there 
was  acquired  onder  a  finmer  Glovemment,  i 
fbnnabfy  to  the  laws  and  oonstitution,  there- 
fore any  thing  that  will  tend  to  deprive  them 
f^  that  property,  must  be  an  sx  poit  facts  law, 
and,  as  snch,  is  forbidden  by  onr  political 

I  said  the  Btat«s  would  never  have  entered 
Into  the  Oonfederation,  unless  their 
had  been  ^naraalied  to  them,  for  sui 
state  of  agncultnre  in  that  conn ti7.  that  without 
slaves  it  must  be  abandoned.  Why  will  these 
people,  then,  make  use  of  arguments  to  indace 
the  slave  to  turn  his  hand  agaiuBt  his  master ! 
We  labor  under  difficulties  enough  jrom  tht 
ravages  of  the  late  war.  A  gentleman  cai 
hardly  oorae  from  that  country  with  a  servant 
or  two,  either  to  this  place  or  Philadelphia,  but 
there  are  persons  trying  to  seduce  his  servants 
to  leave  him;  and,  when  they  have  done  thia, 
the  poor  wretches  are  obliged  to  rob  their  mas- 
ter, in  order  to  obtain  a  subsistence;  all  those, 
therefore,  who  are  concerned  in  this  seduction, 
a  the  robbery. 


rSlatay.  [Fbuubt,  ITSOl 

have  as  mnch  hnmanity  as  persons  in  any  part 
of  the  continent,  and  are  aa  oon^icnons  for  u«r 
good  morals  as  their  n^hbors.  It  was  eiid 
yesterday  tliat  the  Quakers  are  a  society  known 
to  tiie  laws  and  the  oonatitntion,  bat  they  are  no 
more  so  than  other  religions  societies;  they 
stand  exactly  in  the  same  situation ;  thur  ms- 
morial,  therefore,  relates  to  a  matter  in  wMoh 
they  are  no  more  interested  than  any  other  sm^ 
and  can  only  be  oonndered  as  a  piece  of  advic^ 
which  it  is  not  OQBt<Haary  to  refer  to  a  MHOimt' 
tee;  but  if  it  is  supposed  to  pray  for  what  the; 
think  a  moral  porpoee,  is  that  sufficient  to  in- 
duce us  to  commit  it )  What  may  hppeu  a 
mora]  virtue  in  their  eyes,  may  not  be  so  in 
reality.  I  have  heard  of  a  sect  of  Shaking 
Quakers,  who^  I  presume,  suppose  their  teneta 
of  a  moral  tendency.  I  am  informed  ixie  of 
them  forbids  to  intermarry,  yet  you  nuf  m 
them  with  B  numerous  o&pring  about  them. 
Now,  if  these  people  were  to  petition  Coogrtsa 
t«  pass  a  law  prohibiting  matrimony,  wooM 
g^tlemen  agree  to  refer  sach  a  petition  t  I 
think  if  they  would  rqeot  one  of  that  nature, » 


He  hoped  that  the  designs  of  the  n 
memoralists  wonld  not  be  stopped  at  the  thresh- 
old, in  order  to  preclude  a  tUr  disous^oo  rf 
the  prayer  of  the  memorial.  He  observed,  thit 
genuemen  bad  founded  their  arguments  upffli  I 
misrepresentation ;  for  the  o^ocA  of  the  memo- 
not  declared  to  be  the  total  abolition  <i 
trade,  bnt  that  Oongross  will  conridsr 


to,  they  cannot  doubt  must  prodnoe  the  ablation 

of  the  slave  trade.  It^  then,  the  prayer  contained 

ithing  nnoonatitDtional,  he  trusted  the  merito- 

niB  effort  of  the  petitioners  would  not  be  but- 

tratad. 

With  respect  to  the  alarm  that  was  i^pn- 
bended,  he  ooqjaotured  there  was  none;  tmt 
there  might  be  just  cause  if  the  memorial  wu 
not  taken  into  consideration.  He  placed  hiio- 
self  in  the  ease  of  a  slave,  and  said,  thai,  oa 
bearing  that  Oougresa  had  refused  to  listen  to 
the  decent  suggestions  of  a  respectable  part  of 
the  community,  he  should  infer  that  the  Genenl 
Government  (from  which  was  expected  great 
good  wonld  resolt  to  every  class  of  citizens)  hid 
shut  their  ears  against  the  voice  of  humanity, 
and  he  should  despair  of  any  alleviation  of  the 
miseries  he  and  his  posterity  had  in  prospect; 
if  any  thing  oould  induce  him  to  rebel,  it  must 
be  a  stroke  like  this,  impressinK  on  his  mind  ill 
the  horrors  of  despair.    But  if  ne  was  told  that 

g)plication  was  made  in  his  behalf  and  tbst 
ongress  waa  willing  to  hear  what  could  be 


„  his  fellow-wretwies,  be  would  t 
in  their  justice  and  bumanity,  and  wfut  tie  de- 
cision patienliy.  He  presumed  tliat  these  ua- 
llie  reproaches  which  they  cast  npon  the  fortunate  people  would  reason  in  the  same  wsy, 
ownersof  negro  property,  is  charging  them  with  Mid  ha,  therefore,  conceived  the  mg|t  lik^ 
the  want  of  bamauity.  I  believe  the  proprietors  |  way  to  preveiit  dauger  was  to  commit  the  peti- 
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tioii.    He  lived  in  a  State  wluch  had  the  mis- 
f<»tim«  of  having  in  her  boeom  a  great  number 


of  Blaves 


if  having  1 

;  be  held 


of  them  himsalf,  and 


was  as  much  interested  m  the  bnelDees,  as  any 
gentleman  in  Sonth  Carolina  or  Georgia,  j-et 
If  he  was  determined  to  hold  them  in  eternal 
bondage,  he  should  feel  no  oneadneM  or  alarm 
on  aoooQot  of  the  present  measore,  beoaose  be 
■honld  relj  npon  the  virtne  of  Congrees  that 
ther  ironld  not  exercise  any  nnoonatitntional 
anthoritT. 

Hr.  llADisox. — ^Th«  debate  has  takoia  se- 
lioiis  tnm,  and  it  will  be  owing  to  this  alone  If 
analormiscreatwl;  for,  had  the  memorial  been 
tieatad  in  the  nanal  way,  it  would  have  been 
eooadered  as  a  matter  of  <x>arse,  and  a  report 
midit  have  been  made  bo  as  to  have  given  gen- 
<n]  satiafkction.  If  there  was  the  slightest 
tcodencj  by  the  oommitment  to  break  in  npon 
the  oonatitntion,  he  wonld  object  to  it ;  bnt  be 
did  not  see  npon  what  ground  sach  an  event 
vaa  to  be  apprehended.  The  petition  praved. 
in  general  tmat,  for  the  interference  of  C 
grcon,  BO  &r  as  they  were  oonstitationall; 
tborized:  but  even  if  its  prayer  was,  in  some 
dw-ee,  nnconstitntionaL  it  might  be  commit- 
ted as  was  the  case  on  Mr.  Chorcbman's  peti- 
tioti,  one  part  of  which  was  supposed  to  apply 
fer  an  unconstitutional  interference  by  the 
General  Government  He  admitted,  that  Oon- 
greea  is  restricted  by  the  constitution  from 
taking  measnrea  to  abolish  the  elave  trade ;  yet 
there  are  a  variety  of  ways  by  which  it  conld 
oolmtenanoethe  abolition,  and  r^nlations  might 
be  made  in  relatjon  to  the  introdaction  of  them 
into  the  new  States  to  be  formed  ont  of  the 
Western  Territory.  He  thought  the  object  well 
worthy  of  oonaderation. 

lEr.  QuBT  thoasht  the  interference  of  Con- 
grew  ftally  compatdble  with  the  ooost^tation,  and 
conld  not  help  lamenting  the  miseries  to  which 
the  natives  c^  AtVioawere  exposed  by  this  in- 
human oonuneroe.  He  never  contemplated  the 
■olifeot,  without  reflecting  what  his  own  feel- 
ii^  wonld  be,  in  case  himself,  his  children,  or 
tHuids  were  [uaoed  in  the  same  deplorable  dr- 
emnstances.  He  then  adverted  to  the  flagrant 
acta  of  cmeltr  which  are  committed  in  carrying 
on  that  traffic ;  and  asked,  whether  it  can  be 
siq>poaed  that  Congrese  has  no  power  to  pre- 
vent soch  abnsee?  He  then  referred  to  the 
eonstitation,  and  pointed  ont  the  restrictions 
laid  on  the  Oenenu  Government  respecting  the 
importation  of  davea.  It  was  not,  he  preenm- 
ed,  in  the  contemplation  of  any  gentleman  in 
this  Honae  to  violate  that  part  of  the  conatitn- 
tion;  bat  that  we  have  a  right  to  regnlate  this 
bosinesa,  ia  as  clear  as  that  we  have  any  rights 
whatever ;  nor  has  the  contrary  been  shown  by 
any  per>on  who  has  spoken  on  the  occasion. 
Cwif^vaa  can,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  lay 
a  doty  of  ten  dollars  on  imported  slaves ;  they 
may  do  this  immediately.  He  made  a  calcnla- 
tioa  of  the  ralne  of  the  slaves  in  the  Southern 
fitatea,  and  sonposed  they  may  be  worth  ten 
Buliions  of  dollars.    OongreiB  have  a  right,  If 


States  to  pQrehase  the  whole  of  tbem,  and 
their  reeonreea  In  the  Veatera  Territory  might 
Aimish  them  with  the  means.  He  did  not  in- 
tend to  saggeat  a  meaanre  of  ttda  kind ;  he  onlj 
instanced  these  particnlan  to  show  that  Oon- 
gress  oertdnly  has  a  right  to  intermeddle  in  the 
borinesB.  He  thought  that  no  oljection  had 
been  ofibred  of  any  foroe  to  prevent  the  oqm- 
mitment  of  the  memorial. 

Hr.  BouDixoT  had  earehlly  examined  tli« 
petition  and  found  nothing  like  what  was  oom- 
plained  of  by  gentlemen  contained  in  it;  he^ 
therefore,  hop«l  thev  woold  withdraw  thdr 
opposition  and  suffer  It  to  be  oommitled. 

Kr.  BiOTB  (of  Sonth  Osiolina)  said,  that  as 
the  petitioners  had  particularly  prayed  Oon- 
gress  to  take  measnrea  for  the  annihilation  of 
the  slave  trade ;  and  as  that  was  admitted,  tat 
all  hands,  to  he  beyond  their  power,  and  as  tha 
petitioners  wonld  not  be  gratified  by  a  tax  of 
ten  dollars  per  head,  which  was  all  that  waa 
within  their  power,  there  was,  of  oonaeqneaea^ 
no  occasion  for  oommitting  it. 

The  question  tat  the  commitment  being  about 
to  be  put,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and 
were  as  follows : 

Tku. — Heaan.  Ames,  BeoBon,  Bondlnot,  Bmra, 
Codvalader,  Clymer,  FibainifmLFlayd,  Faster,  Qi]», 
Qenj,  ffilmu),  GoodliQa,  Qrimn,  Groat,  ^rdsy, 
Hatboni,  HciKvr,  UnnliDgtoii,  Lawrence,  Lea,  Lscn- 
aid,  Uvannore,  UsdiMui,  Hoora,  UnUsMMig,  Page, 
P*A«r,  PaIMdg^  Benssslasr,  Scharaman,  Sao& 
Sedgvlck,  Seoey,  Sbramaa,  SinniekBon,  Smith,  (ot 
HaiylBod,)  Stnrni,  Thatoher,  Trsmbnll,  Wadmr^ 
While,  and  WHtoop— tS. 

Nats.— Mean.  Baldwin,  Bland,  Borkt^  CoI«% 
Hnger,  JackHm,  Hatthswi,  Sylvgrtar,  Smifli,  {vt 
South  Cuolins,)  Stooe,  and  Tnokei— 11. 

The  memorials  were  referred  aooordin^. 

MoniAT,  Febraary  16. 

FvbUe  Oredit. 

The  Honse  went  again  into  a  Oommittee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  H» 
Treasary,  Ur.  BaLDWnr  in  the  chair. 

Hj.  Madison's  motion  for  a  dlacriminatlm 

ling  under  coneideration, 

Mr.  Sii>owiox.~-The  proportion,  Hr.  Chaip- 

an,  oontains  a  question  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. And  the  committee  must  be  obliged  to 
the  gentieman  who  brooght  it  forward  for  Ua 
very  ingenlons  discnssion  of  the  suijeot  of  tba 
domeatio  debt.  With  respect  to  the  qae^on 
now  before  the  oommittee,  so  mneh  has  been 
said,  that  I  think  it  will  not  be  neoeesory  to 
consume  mneh  of  their  time  in  the  inveatigadon. 
On  the  subject  of  contracts  I  have  to  obeerve, 
that  whenever  a  voluntary  engagement  is  made 
'or  a  valuable  consideration  for  property  ad- 
anoed  or  services  rendered,  and  the  terms  of 
the  contract  are  nudervtood,  if  no  fraud  or  Im- 
position is  practised,  the  party  engafpng  ia 
bound  to  the  performance,  according  to  thfl 
literal  meaning  of  the  words  in  which  it  ia  e^ 
pressed.    Such  contract,  whether  vt  ft  Gonm- 
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oontnot  reoeiTes  an  addiUMul  yalne  frran  its 
paoity  of  being  truuferred,  if  the  droomstanow 
aftheponeeaor  ebonld  render  &  aa]«  (tf  it  neoes- 
Bai7orooaveiuentto  him.  To  render  the  trans- 
ferable quality  of  sncli  evidences  of  oontraot  in 
any  degi«e  adrantageoos  to  the  poeseaeor,  it  ia 
nefeasarj  to  oonsider,  in  oaae  of  sole,  the  alieoM 
posMBaed  of  all  the  property  of  the  original 
LoUer;  ftnd  indeed  it  ia  highly  absurd,  and 
eTon  oontradiotory,  to  wy,  that  auoh  evidenoea 
of  debt  are  transferable,  and  at  the  ume  time 
to  lay  that  there  ii  in  them  a  kind  of  property 
that  the  bolder  oonld  not  oonTey  by  Ixmajidt 
oontraoL 

TbJB  ia  the  oonstniolku  whidi  baa  invariably 
been  given  to  Uiew  oontracta,  whether  formed 
by  Government  or  by  individuals.  To  deprive 
tiie  dtiien  of  the  power  of  binding  himaelf  by 
bis  own  volDDtory  oontraot,  or  to  prevent  a 
diq>osition  of  property  in  ita  nature  alienable, 
would  be  a  violent  and  tufjiiHtifl&ble  invainon  of 
one  of  those  rights  of  which  man,  aa  a  dtizen, 
ia  the  moat  tauaoiona,  and  would  indeed  break 
one  of  the  strongest  bonds  by  which  sodety  ia 
holden  together. 

In  the  transfers  which  have  been  made,  the 
oonb'acta  were  &irly  made ;  the  whole  rights 
have  been  transfarred.  It  ia  not  pretended  any 
frand  or  imposition  has  been  practised.  The 
ride  was  calculated  by  the  parties,  and  it  was 
obaerved,  that  the  ri^  oontempUted  a  revoln- 
tion  in  the  Qovemment 

From  the  foregoing  dedaclJon  of  particulars, 
It  is  presomed  to  be  proved  that  a  property  in 
verted  in  Uie  transferees.    That  if  this  proper- 

Sis  divested  by  tbe  Government,  the  law  for 
at  pnrpoae  would  have  a  Tetrospectjve  opera- 
tion, and  that  no  txpott  facto  l»w  oonld  be  more 
alarming  than  that  by  which  the  right  of  pri- 
vate property  is  violently  Invaded. 

Having  omiMdered  the  nature  of  the  contract, 
and  ot  the  obligations  which  result  from  it,  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  oommittee 
to  tbose  oiromnstanoes  by  which  that  obligation 
mAy  be  destroyed,  impaired,  or  snspendod. 
They  are  stated  to  be,  1.  Performance.  2.  Yol- 
nntiry  dimharge.  8.  Oomposition.  4.  Ina- 
WUty. 

And  gentlemen  are  oaUed  omhi  to  give  iafor- 
maUon  of  any  other  oaasee  which  can  prodnoe 
either  of  those  effects. 

Vith  regard,  more  partioalarty,  to  the  pn^xi- 
dlion  bdlbre  the  CMomittee,  I  have,  to  observe, 
tliat  with  regard  to  these  omtractB,  there  has 
exiated  a  depreoiatjon  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  lul- 
nre  of  Government  regolarly  to  pay  the  inter- 
est That  in  this  depredated  state,  the  secari- 
ties  have  been  aliaiated;  that  of  conrse  the 
ral^nal  holdera  have  soatained  a  loss ;  that  if 
the  loss  reanlted  from  the  fknlt,  and  not  the 
misfbrtone  of  Government,  the  creditors  have, 
nndeniably,  a  demand  against  the  Government 
Ibr  compensation ;  that  this  demand,  however 
ireJl  fonnded,  oan  never  anthorize  the  Govern- 
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ment  to  invade  the  biweatly  aoqnired  jvt^wrty 
of  the  present  poesesBOTS,  a  property  warranted 
by  the  tenna  of  the  oontraot  itself  and  arutc- 
tioD«d  by  the  act  of  Con^^ee,  id  April,  1768, 
and  the  validity  of  it  recognized  by  the  oonatita- 
tion  we  liftve  sworn  to  Bnpport. 

With  retard  to  the  ataims  of  tlie  original 
holders,  it  is,  however,  observably  that  the  do- 
meatdo  creditor,  at  the  time  the  contract  w«b 
formed,  well  knew  the  nature  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  of  the  Government  administered  by  Oon- 
grees,  the  other  contracting  par^ ;  that  its 
power  of  perfonnanoe  depended  on  the  ability 
and  good-will  of  the  States ;  that  Congrees  had 
alwayi  performed  its  doty,  had  made  &e  neces- 
sary reqoisitions ;  that  this  was  its  utmost 
power:  and  that  the  failure  had  arisen  wholly 
from  the  neglect  of  the  Statos.  I  therefore  sub- 
mit it  to  the  committee,  whether,  if  the  orisi- 
nal  holder  has  a  Just  or  equitable  demand,  he 
should  not  resort  to  the  6t^  of  whidi  he  ia  a 
member! 

I  admit,  that  the  case  of  an  ori^nal  holder  is 
indeed  a  hard  one ;  that  I  have  a  reqteot  Ufr  his 
miafortoneB  and  for  his  pretendons ;  that  it  sat- 
isfaction is  discovered  to  be  Just  and  pract]- 
oable,  I  would  not  hetdtate  to  go  to  the  utmost 
ability  of  the  Government  for  that  purpose. 
Bnt  let  me  ask,  what  merit  will  the  Govcro- 
ment  posaess,  if  it  strip  one  class  of  dtizena. 
who  have  acquired  property  by  the  known  and 
established  rules  of  law,  under  the  «>edoas 
pretence  of  ddng  Justice  to  snodier  due  at 
dtizenst 

It  was  implidtly  agreed,  that  dghty  per  ooit^ 
depredation  would  not  authorize  the  intw^ 
rence  proposed  by  the  motion.  I  ask,  then,  fbr 
some  point  of  depreciatitm  to  be  pointed  out, 
which  will  authorize  anoh  interference. 

The  question  for  which  I  contend  has  ro- 
ceived  tLe  universal  ^probation  of  mankiiid ; 
there  ore  no  instancee  of  the  interference  ooo' 
tended  for,  and  this  general  sense  of  mankind 
affords  me  some  evidence  of  truth. 

This  Contract  was  founded  on  a  valuable  oon- 
dderatjon.  It  vaa  the  price  of  our  liberty  and 
independence.  The  poBxeasor  cliumed,  accord- 
ing to  the  very  terms  of  the  contract,  thoi^h  it 
is  not  pretended  that  the  engagements  of  Gov- 
ernment have  been  performed.  "So  compod- 
tion  with  Uie  oreditois  is  proposed ;  nor  is  tbo 
propoeition  founded  on  any  pretended  inability 
of  uie  Government ;  for  to  comply  with  the  in- 
tention of  it,  1,600,000  dollars,  aminally,  more 
than  is  proposed  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
would  be  required. 


Isuppoees, 
security  shall  be  paid  to  the  present  poeseeeor, 
he  will  have  a  sum  irf  money  to  whiok  the  ori- 
ginal holder  is  eqnitablr  entdtled.  If  this  is 
true,  then^  no  interposition  is  necessary,  it  be- 
ing a  well'-known  rule  of  law,  that  an  aotjmt 
wul  always  lie  to  recover  money  ont  <tf  tlie 
bands  of  another,  to  which  t&e  pl^nti^  from 
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tlw  prindplw  of  eqoitj  and  good  ooiuoieiioe,  u 
Httitled. 

With  regard  to  the  effects,  which  will  probs- 
bl;  result  &om  thi«  measnre,  I  have  to  observe, 
that  thej  will  be  destructive  to  our  "^ly^ml 
character.     That  the  world   Is  now  wiUing, 
charitaUf,  to  impute  oar  former  misaarriag' 
to  eveata  we  oontd  not  oontrol ;  bat  ihonld  oi 
flnt  mcomirea,  in  regard  to  public  faiih,  be 
^(deat  infrxctioii  of  onr  oontraota,  it  will  Mtu 
tim  all  our  bitterest  eoemiea  have  e^d,  to  01 
diaadTanti^     With  regard  to  its  effects  ( 
credit,  little  dependenoe  will  be  placed  on  tL. 
pli^tod  bith  of  a  Oovemment  which,  under 
the  pretMioe  of  dcrfng  eqni^,  haa  exertased  a 
power  of  dlspaulDg  wKh  its  ouitraot^  and  has 
duMbr  fonned  for  itself  a  pnoodtaA  of  Aitare 
vitdatiDiifl,  both  with  respect  to  its  fiinda  and 
oontraota.     With  rMard  to  disoorering  who 
WM  the  original  holder,  except  ao  fkr  at  re- 
qMcts  the  anaj  debt,  lam  certain  there  are 
no  doeumuits  hj  which  the  neoesaar;  &oti  can 
be  discovered. 

I  peetnma  it  is  a  {tct,  with  regard  to  maoh 
the  greater  part  of  the  debt,  that  anj  flotdtione 
name  was  inserted.  And  with  repird  to  tite 
may  debt,  the  soldiers,  generally,  who  vera 
in  the  service  at  the  oonolorion  (tf  uie  war,  hi  ' 
rsodved  ample  tatis&ction  for  thdr  services, 
the  time  of  their  enlisbnent,  having  bdiBu  paid 
mra^on  an  average,  Hum  two  hondred  and 
fif^  dollars  per  man. 

I  have  on&  to  add,  that  the  proposed  system 
win  ]mj  a  foondation  ibr  inSnite  frands  and 
peijtirie&  and  that  it  will,  be;ond  bU  powers 
rf  oalcnlation,  molfiplj  the  evils  of  speonla- 

tiOD. 

Vr.  Lawbdioi  observed,  that  the  prM>odtion 
ot  the  gentleman  from  Yiifpnia  (Mr.  uduon) 
derivea  fcvoe  from  the  talents  and  knowledge 
of  that  gentleman  in  poblic  transactions ;  bat 
''    '  '   Uion,  it  would  be  found  to 


and  prospwi^  of  Uie  Union. 

He  then  UxM,  that  the  debts  contracted  by 
the  United  States  were  for  loans  of  money, 
Kpp&ea  ot  articles  necessary  for  the  7<nbuc 
wants,  sad  for  sotnal  services  rendered  In  dif- 
fatnt  employments.  That  these  debts  were 
nUimately  ai^juBted  and  reditoed  to  tlieir  pree- 
•Bt  tnn^erable  form.  That  every  part  of  the 
eontnct  was  essential  to  it.  The  negotiability 
wm  a  material  part.  That  the  natare  of  the 
eootract  waa  frequently  reni^iwid  by  the  late 
GovwnmenL  That,  in  1783,  Oon^ress  recom- 
meoded  certain  funds  to  be  established  to  pay 
the  interest,  and  put  the  prindpal  in  a  coarse 
of  discharge.  Tlut  this  recommendation  was 
■neqnivoow,  as  to  the  nature  of  it,  and  made 
DO  diacriminatiMi  between  the  possessor  and 
origmal  hrider.  That  the  mbseqnent  conduct 
of  that  body  was  confarmsble  to  this  recom- 
mcodation.  That  they  had  annually  called  on 
the  Statea  to  ftimish  money  to  pay  uie  Interest, 
without  <Uscriminating  between  the  ori^^nol 
Lcldar  and  present  possessor.    That  they  had 


pud  interest  on  the  seoorities,  without  making 
any  disoriiafnatiiKL  That  provision  had  been 
made  for  holders  <tf  loancomoe  certifioates  that 
were  subject  to  liqnidatiMi,  to  have  than  can- 
celled, and  others  isBued  for  the  q»ecto  vdne. 
That  the  holders  (rf  certifioatet  wtm  enabled  to 
have  tbem  legistered,  to  guard  agunst  aod- 
dente;  and  that  nd  distinctifm  was  made  b^ 
tween  the  original  holder  sad  the  alienee.  That 
the  tremferabte  nature  of  the  claim  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditor,  because  it  gave  it  an  ao- 
tive  v^ue.  That  he  consented  to  take  it,  and 
consulted  his  own  advantage.  That  the  eon- 
dudt  of  the  late  Oongrees,  mnce  the  war,  had 
been  nnifonn  in  the  support  of  this  contract, 
and  they  had  done  no  act  to  impair  its  obliga- 
tion, according  to  the  terms  of  iL  That  thia 
conb«ct  was  valid  ag^nst  the  Govtfnment ;  for, 
notwithstanding  the  truth  ot  the  gentlemao's 
observations,  that  the  nation  is  the  ssme,  though 
the  bodies  uiat  administered  the  Qovermneot 
were  different,  there  was  yet  &r  greater  secu- 
rity; and  to  remove  all  doubt,  a  clause  that 
made  all  debts  and  engagements  valid  sg^ust 
the  United  States,  under  the  late  General  Qov- 
emment,  valid  against  the  present  was  insert- 
ed in  the  constitution. 

He  further  observed,  that  this  oontraot  hav- 
ing descended  upon  the  Government,  there  was 
no  right  in  the  Legislature  to  impair  the  force 
of  it.  That  the  particular  Governments  are  re- 
strained from  pasdng  laws  impairing  the  obli- 
gations of  contracts.  That  titis  interference 
wonld  be  a  violation  of  the  contract,  between 
the  individuals,  when  the  certificate  was  traus- 
fbired;  and  it  would  not  be  presumed,  the 
Btatee  bong  prohibited,  that  the  Qeneral  Gov- 
ernment had  the  power  to  do  iL 

He  then  adverted  to  the  principles  of  the 
gentleman,  to  wrest  the  obligation  of  the  pnb- 
Uo  to  the  original  bolder ;  and  observed,  that 
ame  prindplee  were  in  favor  of  the  present 


there  was  no  fraud 
on  the  part  of  the  holder.  That  the  possessor 
had  been  guilty  of  no  fraud,  no  deception.  That 
the  contract  between  him  and  the  original  hold- 
er was  Mr,  and  that  a  hazard  and  risk  attended 
the  pnrohaae  adeqnate  to  the  advantage.  That 
nothing  short  of  a  revolution .  in  Qovemment 
could- have  produced  payment.  That  if  there 
was  an  imposition,  the  public  occasioned  it ;  and 
between  the  original  nolder  and  the  publi<L 
there  might  be  a  didm  for  retribution.  That 
lablio  Mth  was  as  sacredly  pledged  to  the 
learer,  or  present  poBseesor,  as  to  Uie  original 
creditor.  That  public  credit  results  from  fiiir 
and  upright  conduct ;  that  the  Government,  to 
ipport  it,  most  perform  its  contract,  Th^ 
LIB  was  a  contract  recognized  by  them,  and  as 
such  shonld  be  discharged.  That  the  conation 
have  been  in  made  it  proper  for  ua  to  be 
cautions  on  this  subject;  and  even  at  present, 
people  doubted  our  digposition  to  establish  our 
credit  That  this  would  give  s  fatal  blow  to  i^ 
and  when  we  should  reoovw,  if  ever,  was  doubt- 
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fol.  Th&t  the  pnblio  (^>lidon  wm  difflcnlt  to  be 
■soertaiiwd;  gentlemen,  had  difibreut  modea  to 
determine  it  He  loppoeed  it  vu  better  uoer- 
ttdaed  b;  the  sots  of  poblio  bodice  than  bj 
aqnilw  in  the  newEpapera,  or  bj  punphleta  writ- 
ten hj  IndiTidnalB.  Thst  the  nnifoiin  oondnot 
cJ  men,  deputed  by  Uie  partionlar  Stitee  to  rep- 
reeent  them,  in  the  I&te  General  Government, 
was  the  beet  standard ;  and  their  opinion,  firam 
the  year  1T88,  was  in  fovor  of  the  present  poe- 
sesBor.  That  the  oondnot  of  the  partitnilar 
8tat«s  was  aoother  drcomstaooe;  that  I)e  did 
not  know  of  on;  dlaorimination  made  by  them, 
thongh  it  had  been  attempted.  That  the  gene- 
ral opinion  of  men  of  propertj  was  in  ftvor  <^ 
it;  and  that  these  Booroea  ot  pablio  opinitm 
were  more  certain  than  Ukoee  oe  had  before 
mentioned. 

He  ftirther  observed,  that  altlion^  he  be- 
lieved gentlemen  nippomd  no  advantage  wonld 
be  derived  to  Oit  United  Statee  from  this  disori- 
minatdon,  ;et  mnofa  wonld  arise.  That  part  of 
the  armjr  was  oompoeed  of  foreigners,  msnj 
had  left  the  ooonbT-,  others  were  dead ;  all  th«r 
part  would  be  onolaimed.  That  oertifieat«s 
were  issned  to  pablio  officers  to  a  great  amoont, 
and  were  paid  bj  them  to  persons  from  whom 
tbej  purchased.  Tte  difflonlty  of  making  proof 
at  the  original  creditor  would  be  great ;  and, 
from  this  droniiistano&  great  Bums  would  be 
g^ned  to  the  pnblio.  That  tliere  were  persons 
enoQgfa  who  wonld  have  eagadty  to  disoem 
tliis;  and  they  wonld  doabt  the  purity  of  the 
pnUio  motive,  ahonld  the  gentleman'a  plan  be 
ad^ted. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  droimistanoe  of  the 
new  creditor  receiving  paper.  That  this  paper 
might  be  subiect  to  another  liquidation  on  the 
same  principle  as  the  present  That  it  would 
introduce  doubt  and  distroEt  of  pnblio  engage- 
ments ;  and  there  wonld  be  no  greater  secnrity, 
altliongh  a  find  was  pledged,  than  there  is  at 
presenL  for  whenever  the  pnblio  pleased,  they 
might  aeetroy  the  obligation.  A^rmienta  were 
improperly  addressed  to  their  feelings ;  but  that 
however  hard  it  may  be  for  the  original  credi- 
tor, who  had  parted  with  his  certiSoates,  to  con- 
tribute to  pay  the  debt,  yet  it  wonld  be  equally 
hard  on  him  who  had  been  imured  by  Oonti- 
nental  money,  who  had  been  plundered  by  the 
enemy,  who  had  had  his  property  burned  by 
them  in  the  ooorse  of  the  war;  and  that  instan- 
ces of  these  Mnds  were  nnmerons. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Oonrt 


mittee  this  high  court,  and  the  United  States 
the  original  oroditor,  and  the  present  possessor 
b^ore  them ;  and  if  there  appeared  no  frsnd  on 
tlie  part  of  the  possessor,  Uie  ori^isl  creditor 
would  have  nojnstoltdmon  him.  That  between 
the  United  States  and  original  creditors,  the 
United  States  were  in  &ult,  and  the  daim,  If 
good,  wonld  be  a^inst  them. 

ICr.  SuTH  (of  S,  0.)  remarked,  that  it  was 
necessary  and  proper  the  House  shonld  give  the 


Buttjeot  the  most  ample  discussion.  The  qnes- 
tion  had  long  agitated  the  pnblio  mind,  and  the 
people  ehoula  Imow  that  it  had  oocupied  tlie  se- 
rious attention  of  their  Representatives,  and  be 


moat  attentive  consideration,  he  oould  aseer^ 
that  the  more  he  oont«mpl^«d  it,  the  more  he 
waa  impreeeed  with  a  conviction,  that  the  pro- 
position was  m^nst,  impolitio,  and  impraotieft- 
ble.  It  consisted  of  two  parts :  The  one  waa  to 
take  away  the  property  of  one  person ;  the  other 
was  to  give  that  property  to  another;  and  this 
by  a  voluntary  interposition  of  the  Honse,  by  a 
mere  act  of  power,  withoat  the  assent  of  the 
former,  or  wilhont  even  the  application  of  the 
latter.  For  it  was  remarkable,  that  the  origi- 
nal holdera,  who  had  alienated  their  oertm- 
oatea,  had  not  come  forward  with  this  demand ; 
and  it  is  presumable,  that,  had  they  applied  fi>r 
redress,  they  would  r^ect  any  indenuuficatitm 
which  was  the  result  of  such  manifest  i^jostica 
To  prove  that  this  was  taking  away  the  {Htiper- 
ty  of  a  citizen  by  foroe,  he  observed,  that  the 
purehaaer  had,  by  a  fiur  pnrohase^  aoqnired  a 
right  to  the  foil  amount  of  the  som  ezpreeaed 
in  the  oertificate,  which  it  waa  not  within  the 

Kwer  of  the  House  to  divest  bim  o£  No  tri- 
nal  <n  earth  oould  lawfnlly  ^F^^e  a  man  of 
his  proper^  furly  obtained.  The  purchaser 
bought  nnder  the  aot  of  Congress,  making  the 
secnritiee  transferable;  and  having  given  the 
market  price,  withottt  fiand  or  impodtiOD,  he 
was,  by  virtue  of  such  purchase,  vested  with 
the  complete  and  abeidnte  ownership  of  the  oer- 
tiflcate,  as  fully  aa  the  original  holder;  and  had 
as  mndi  right  to  demand  Ml  payment  as  the 
oririnal  bolder  would  have  had,  had  the  seemi- 
ty  Deen  still  in  his  hand&  Even  shonld  the 
Honse  refhHk  by  an  act  of  power,  to  pay  him 
more  than  half  his  demand,  the  otner  half 
would  still  remain  against  the  pnblic;  it  oonld 
not  be  extingoiahed.  The  debt  would  continue 
to  hannt  them ;  the  creditors  would  londly  cl^ 
mor  for  justice,  and  sooner  or  lal«r  the  bidance 
wonld  be  pud.  Then  would  th^  inoor  ^  the 
odium  of  a  violation  of  private  rights,  without 
deriving  to  the  pnblio  any  advanto^  whatever. 
He  oonndered  the  measure  as  dmng  a  cert^n 
evil,  that  a  possible  good  might  reralt  from  iL 
This  wsB  not,  in  his  opinion,  the  proper  mode 
of  doing  good.  Justice  cannot  be  founded  on 
ininstioe;  and  to  take  money  ont  of  the  pocket 
of  one  man,  to  put  it  into  Utat  of  another,  ia  ft 
precedent  which  may  Justiiy  fotnre  interfbren- 
oes.  Thisstep  wonld  lead  the  Honse  to  othera: 
for,  if  lheprin<^ebeajnat  on&  then  the  Oov- 
emment  snoold  look  into  all  the  traaaaotkma 
and  speonlationa  of  individnalsi  in  order  to  cor- 
rect them,  and  make  retribution  to  every  indi- 
vidcuJ  according  to  his  losses.  He  wss  per- 
snaded,  that  the  true  policy  of  a  Legislative 
body  was,  to  pursue  the  broad  road  of  justice, 
desrly  marked  out  before  them ;  for  It  was  an 
undeniable  truth,  that  whenever  they  deviated 
into  by-roads  and  tradkleoe  palha,  withont  any 
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odm  guide  than  their  own  '™tr"''*'""i  th^T 
-would  Mt  bewildered  in  a  iBbjrinth  of  difflcnl- 
tieo.  Hid  rqtnoe  to  trace  bsok  their  steps,  and 
regain  the  plain  road.  Nov,  the  plain  line  of 
enodnct  isj  to  do  itrict  jnstioe,  soch  as  is  en- 
ftffoed  in  judicial  tribmial^  between  man  and 
man,  in  a  aimOar  oaae.  Tm  dabtor  is  bound  to 
fuj  the  debt  to  the  holder  of  the  aecoritj:  the 
eonbaat,betweanthe{^ver  of  the  bcHid  and  the 
pencoi  to  whom  it  vaa  gireo,  ia  done  awaj  the 
moment  the  latter  amgna  it  to  another  person. 
If  A  givee  a  bond  to  B,  who  parta  with  it  to  0, 
there  ia  no  longa  an^  obligation  on  the  part  of 
A  to  paj  B,  bnt  he  nrnat  pay  it  to  0.  A  hai 
mithing  to  do  with  the  priratB  negotiations 
hetween  B  and  0,  nor  to  inqnire  what  oon- 
ndaratiMi  was  pyea.  for  the  seonritj.  All 
that  he  luLB  to  inquire  is,  whether  he  really 
■gited  it  and  had  valne  revived  fbr  It,  and  the 
amount  of  it.  He  cannot  saj  to  the  holder,  yoa 
Kara  hot  fifty  d(41ara  for  this  seonrity  of  one 
hnndrad  dnlUn,  and  I  will  pay  yon  only  fifty ; 
for  thelaw  wiUoompelhim  to  pay  the  hundred. 
This  ia  a  point  of  Jnatioe  between  man  and  man. 
Ia  there  another  point  of  law  and  Jnttioe  for  the 
GoTemmentl  '  By  what  rale  ia  the  Govem- 
m«ot  to  aqnare  ite  ocNidnct,  if  not  by  thow  «»• 
sed  mka  which  form  the  basis  of  dvil  socie- 
.  ^jiind  are  tiie  safeguard  of  private  property  ( 
The  gentlunan  fhim  Yirginia  has  said,  that 


giTivg  t£ 
hig^uat  I 


1  price,  would  be  doing  Uk 
ample  jostice ;  tnit  did  the  pablio  mean  to  re- 
toM  tbem  the  money  they  had  aoto^ly  adrano- 
edt  No;  they  were  to  reoeiTe  tins  ample 
Jnadce  by  a  bit  of  paper,  nominally  for  ten  E£il- 
lings;  bnt  which  Uiis  very  measore  would 
instantly  depreciate  to  dghti  or  nx  shillings. 
They  would  have  this  oonscd^on,  that,  aooord- 
tog  to  the  gentleman's  reasoning,  Otej  woaM 
■dD  have  a  daim  against  the  GoTemment  for 
tiw  balance.  For,  if  the  original  holder,  by 
adling  his  certificate  tot  fonr  ifiillinf^  has  now 
a  just  claim  against  the  GOTemmant  for  the 
balaiiae  d  Bizteen  shillings,  which  it  is  saserted 
be  hsa,  of  conne  the  elicmee,  to  whom  the  pnb- 
Bc  ritoiild  now  acknowledge  a  debt  of  ten  shil- 
Hb^  whi^  he  woold  seU  for  only  six,  would 
henafta  have  a  jnst  demand  against  the  pablia 
for  foor  ■hining»  The  reasraiing  mi^t  be 
carried  fnrther,  tor  it  wonld  fc^w,  that  when- 
•««r  the  pnblio  shall  [Mnr  in  pqter  which  shall 
depreciate,  the  seller  will  have  a  demand  against 
the  Goveriunent  for  the  di£fer«noe. 

The  constitnlaon  itself  he  said,  was  <qipoeed 
to  the  measor^  for  it  was  an  npctt/aetc  law, 
which  was  prohilnted  in  express  terms.    The 


time  these 

therefore,  to  pudsh  the  transfereee  is  an  at^ 
tempt  to  make  an  eapettfiieto  law,  by  mating 
that  now  nnlawftd  which  was  lawM  at  the 
time  it  was  done.  It  altar*  the  natnre  of  the 
transactitni,  and  amMxes  the  idea  ff  guilt  to 
that  which  at  the  mtHnait  ot  ocanmissionj  was 
not  only  perfectly  innooea^  but  was  ez^dioitly 


antliorized  and  enoooraged  by  a  pnblio  act  of 
Oongress.  By  that  act  those  who  had  vtaaej 
were  iDTited  to  purchase  of  thoee  who  held  se- 
curities, and  now  wo  are  called  npon  to  punish 
the  pnrohaaers  who  bought  nnder  that  invitation. 
The  constitation  restraina  the  States  from  pass- 
ing any  laws  Imp^rins  the  force  of  contracts ; 
a  fortiori  is  the  Legislatnre  of  the  Union  re- 
strained. What  sn  ezsmple  to  hold  up  to  the 
Judiciary  of  the  United  States !  How  conld 
they  amiol  a  State  law,  when  the  Btat«  would 
be  able  to  plead  a  precedent  on  the  part  of 
Oongrent  The 'right  of  property  is  a  sacred 
right ;  no  tribunal  on  earth  can  deprive  a  oiti- 
sen  of  his  property,  nnless  for  a  fur  et^niTalent, 
tar  the  pnblio  wel&re.  The  porchaser  is  vested, 
by  the  sale,  with  an  absolnte  right,  to  the  fttll 
amonnt  of  the  seoarity,  and  it  is  beyond  their 
authority  to  diveet  him  of  it.  They  might, 
indeed,  by  an  act  of  power,  declare  that  he 
Ehonld  be  paid  only  hiJf;  but  his  right  to  the 
other  moiety  wonM  not  be  extivguished.  It 
had  been  sud,  that  the  original  bolder  still  had 
a  claim  asainst  the  public,  because  he  had  re- 
ceived only  two  shillings  and  sixpence  for  ser- 
Tioes  worth  twenty  sfuUings.  On  the  same 
principle,  and  with  more  jnstioe,  the  present 
holder  woold  still  have  a  claim  fbr  Usa  shillings, 
beoanso  he  bss  the  public  bond  for  twenty  slul- 
lings.  No  ingenuity  can  overcome  theee  stab- 
bom  prindples  of  law  and  Justice ;  they  are 
immutable,  and  must  ultimately  prevail.  The 
House  had  tieen  told  that  if  liie  Government 
had  defhinded  the  original  holders  out  of  their 
dnee,  it  was  fit  the  public  should  rectify  the 
fraud.  The  former  Government  was  not  do- 
flraent  in  inclination  to  do  them  ample  jnstioe ; 
bnL  from  the  imbedli^  of  the  ConiMeratiiHi,' 
had  not  the  means.  In  tiinw  d^s  of  dnno- 
oratio  enthusiasm,  the  people  were  afrud  of  an 
energetic  Government:  having  so  reoentij  «• 
perienoed  the  severity  of  the  former  one,  the 
dtizens  of  these  States  were  oantious  in  trust- 
ing any  Government  with  power;  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  soma  of  tbe  original  holder^ 
who  snffered  their  embarrassments,  from  the 
want  of  a  Government  compotant  to  the  pay- 
mrait  of  its  debts,  wonld  themselves  have  op- 
posed vesting  Oongress  with  powers  adequate 
to  this  obJecL  Even  the  prseent  oonsdtutioa, 
which  is  a  mild  one,  met  with  oondderable  (^ 
position ;  had  it  been  r^ected,  the  public  secu- 
rities wonld  have  never  been  paid. 

Kr.  Akcs  agreed  with  the  gentleman  fhm 
Yir^ia  (Ur.  SUnisoy}  in  r^ard  Ui  the  valid- 
ity of  the  debt.  There  was  propriety  in  s^- 
ing  the  nation  is  the  same,  thongh  the  Gkivern- 
ment  be  changed.  The  debt  is  the  price  of  our 
liberties,  and  cannot  be  diminished  a  farthing, 
the  gentleman  frran  Virginia  says;  and  whyf 
Becuse  the  Government,  as  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  cannot  aimuL  or  vary  the  bar- 
gain without  the  consent  oi  the  other.  If  the 
measure  prc^MMed  by  that  gentleman  eorr»- 
spends  with  Oat  soond  principle,  he  shonl& 
have  ^e  pleasure  ot  tfftmag  with  him  od  th* 
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oltimkte  decirion ;  bnt  if  the  meaBore  ahoold  bff 
fiHmd,  on  s  hir  disotuBion,  to  be  BabveraivA  of 
that  priodple,  it  would  not  merit  the  coimte- 
nanoe  of  the  committee. 

A.  ol^m  npon  onrjiutice  is  made,  on  behalf 
at  the  original  holders  of  secnritiea,  who  hAre 
tnoBfoned  them.  Does  the  plighted  faith  of 
thie  oonntrj  stand  charged  to  paj  the  diflerenoe 
between  the  price  their  secnrities  sold  for  in 
the  market  and  their  nominal  sum  t  In  order 
to  make  tite  affirmative  appear,  the  worthy 
gentleman  has  aaid,  that  the  paper  ia  the  only 
eTMeooe  of  a  prior  oontract;  and  while  the 
peper  was  sold,  the  residuary  right  to  the  debt 
■ml  renurined  in  the  seller,  Snpponng  this 
novel  doctrine  to  be  traa,  which  cannot  be 
oonoeded,  tt  wiU  not  warrant  any  oonchi»on  in 
ST^ndice  of  any  purchaeer  of  the  Loan-office 
debt;  f6r  the  paper  was  given  when  the  loan 
was  made ;  as  no  prior  debt  existed,  tlie  p^ier 
is  the  very  debt.  The  gentlemaii  ooght,  there- 
fere^  to  confine  his  motion  to  the  army  debt,  as 
his  prinoipte  seems  inapplicable  to  any  other. 
Ana  even  on  liqnidatine  the  army  debt,  the 
certificate  extinguished  the  prior  debt ;  other- 
wise the  pablio  would  be  twice  charged.  As, 
when  one  man  owes  another  an  aoconnt,  and 
0VW  his  bond  for  the  balance,  the  acoonnt  is 
no  longer  of  force.  By  the  tenns  of  the  oertJ- 
floate,  the  person  transferring  has  lost  his  claim 
against  the  pablio.  He  has  freely  trannferred ; 
for  if  violence  or  &«Qd  were  practised,  the  law 
will  afford  him  redress.  In  society,  as  well  as 
in  a  state  of  natnre,  property  is  duiiged  by  the 
consent  of  t^e  last  occnpant.  He  may  dispose 
of  it  by  gift  or  at  half  price,  and  pve  a  com- 
plete tiUe.  Nor  will  tiie  preteaoe  that  this 
bansfer  was  free  only  in  appearance,  avail; 
fbr  ^a  motives  which  disposed  the  owner  to 
■ell  oaonot  affect  the  right  of  the  pnrchaser. 
Every  sncb  creditor  risked  sometliing ;  either 
Qiat  the  Government  woold  not  pay  bim  at  all, 
or  not  in  due  season.  The  risl^  compnted  in 
free  and  open  market,  will  be  nearly  right. 
It  is  a  kind  of  insarance  against  theee  riaks, 
and  the  insurers  and  insured  will  calculate  the 
rate  of  insurance  better  than  Oovemment  can 
do  it.  If  there  is  a  new  risk  of  Qovemment 
interporing,  it  seems  that  the  purchaser,  who 
BUT  ne  celled  the  insnrer,  did  not  rate  bis  risk 
hi^  enough.  It  seems  pretty  clear,  therefore, 
tlut  there  is  no  cl^m  on  the  stipnlaled  Justice 
of  the  ooontry. 

The  committee  rose,  reported  {^ogress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

TnasoK,  February  16, 

Publia  Cfradii. 

\  The  Eonse  amin  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 

ndttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Bec- 

retaiy  of  the  Treasury,  Kr.  Baldwht  in  the 

Itx.  UAsiaon's  pn^ceition  still  nnd^  con- 
sideration. 
Ilr.  J^CKSoff   observed,  that   althongh    as 


young  a  politiMan  ■■  any  on  the  flow,  and  ttm- 
vinoed  that  the  weif^tofezperienea  was  ag^M 
him,  on  so  important  a  natkmd  anljeot,  be 
oonld  not  be  silent;  particnlarly  as  he  had  tiie 
honor  of  eeoonding  the  gentfenuut's  tnotaon 
(l(r.  Mumson)  now  before  th%  Eonae,  tl^  it 
would  he  therefore  ezpmted  that  be  sboild 
bring  forward  hii  reasons,  and  the  prindpia 
which  aotnated  him  to  it.  Ee  oonfewed,  that 
had  he  nut  l>efore  leaned  to  the  mde  <k  a  £•■ 
eriminaljon,  the  argnments  of  that  able  ga^ 
man  wonld  have  indnoed  him  to  sapport  Ike 
plan  he  had  bronght  forward.  He  waa  indnaed 
on  another  motive  to  rise,  to  show  that  t^ 
nnmerons  ailments  of  the  gentleman  in  op- 
poation,  yesterday,  had  not  oonrinced  hmi 
of  the  impraotioabihty  orii^nstioe  of  Uie  emi- 
poeition. 

The  Eonse  were  told  nmoh  of  the  moral  ohH- 
gaUons  we  were  nnder  of  paying  onr  deUa,  and 
the  impoUcy  and  ^instice  of  interferine  with 
private  oontraele.  The  obligation,  he  b^Tal, 
was  nowhere  denied;  the  debt  waa  at  the 
highest  natore ;  it  was  the  prioe  of  onr  inde- 
pendence :  the  only  difficnlty  ia,  how  that  debt 
shall  be  discharged.  He  wonld  here  observe, 
that  the  Justice  of  the  plan  before  the  House, 
had  not  been  so  ftilly  olgeoted  to,  as  the  im- 
praolioability,  althongh  it  had  been  asserted  to 
be  nnjnst,  by  some  tS  the  gentlemen  who  had 

He  wonld  consider  the  Jnstioe  ef  the  propoet 
tion.  The  Eonse  had  been  told  the  natnre  of 
those  contracts,  and  the  valuable  oonsideratiMia 
of  them.  The  contract,  as  it  stmek  faim,  fell 
under  the  legal  terms  of  do,  ut  i&» ;  I  give  that 
thou  m^est  give — or,  I  give  that  I  may  re- 
ceive, ui  all  contracts  thue  are  three  reqni- 
sites;  1st.  The  agreement.  Sd,  Theoonrider- 
ation.  8d.  The  mng  to  be  done  or  omitted. 
This  consideration  is  to  be  an  equivalent,  or  AiQ 
recompense  for  the  thing  to  be  performed.  Let 
us  examine  what  is  the  thing  to  be  done,  and 
what  the  consideration  Is.  The  creditor,  who 
was  to  perform  the  third  articleof  the  cont^so^ 
held  twenty  shillings,  which  was  to  be  given 
for  a  valuable  oonnderation,  What  was  thia 
eonfflderation  f  Two  ehiilings  and  siipenoeu 
He  ai^ed,  that  if  this  twen^  shillings  w^ 
worth  no  more  than  two  shUlingg  and  six* 
pence,  the  contract  was  fiur  and  substantial: 
bnt.  if_  gentlemen  carried  the  idea  fortber,  ana 
declared  this  twenty  shilliiigH  was  money  of 
equal  value  with  the  two  shillings  and  siipenoe 
given,  he  contended  that  the  contract  was  de- 
stroyed. Equity  wonld  relieve,  would  declare 
it  an  nnrighteons  bargnin,  that  there  was  not 
an  adequate  compensation,  and  would  set  aside 
the  contraet. 

This  public  opinion  in  in  fevor  of  the  original 
creditor ;  it  is  impossible  to  be  otherwise.  The 
people  of  America  are  a  gratehil  people,  and 
they  cannot,  with  indifference,  view  the  earn- 
ings of  those  who  established  their  indepen- 
dence, converted  into  tbeoofferst^thewealthT 
and  ambitions.    The  ipeonktor,  he  oimtendec^ 
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was  ilreBdj  more  than  sotiefied,  if  it  was  only 
on  the  priooiple  of  interest  which  bad  aoorQea 
for  Bi,  geTeu,  and  eight  years  past,  and  wMok 
Aey  had  ■peoii)st«d  oa  sStiM. 

Mr,  BlUBOii. — The  gentlemen  in  fevor  of  this 
motion  oome  forward  aa  the  advocates  of  the 
late  army.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  be  ascertained 
of  one  fiu;t,  do  the  armj  wish  a  measure  of  this 
Und  to  take  place  t  I  apprehend  they  do  not ; 
and  I  am  led  to  this  opinion  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  hatutsof  military  men;  they  prefer  their 
honor  to  every  pecuniary  consideration,  and 
tbey  generally  are  actnated  by  that  principle 
alcme.  I  will  state  a  cose.  Suppose  I  pnrchas- 
ed  an  officer's  certificate  for  one  handred  dol- 
lan,  and  I  was  to  flind  it ;  the  Treasnrer  would 
Hiy,  yon  are  to  reoeive  hnt  fifty  dollars,  the 
oUkt  fifty  are  re»er*ed  for  the  oripnal  holder. 
Kow,  if  I  was  to  go  and  tell  the  officer,  that, 
notwithstanding  my  pnrcbase  of  all  hia  right, 
titfe,  and  claim  to  the  one  hnodred  dollars,  the 
Goremment  wonld  give  me  hnt  fifty,  retaining 
ttM  ether  fifty  for  him,  he  wonld  answer,  T 
will  never  receive  S  forthlng  of  it,  because  it  is 
your  money,  &irly  and  honorably  purchased  of 
me.  Kow,  in  this  case,  what  wonld  yoa  do ! 
Bhonld  these  fifty  dollars  fall  to  the  Oovem- 
ment,  or  to  met  I  reason  in  this  manner,  be- 
euue  I  snppoee  this  wonld  be  a  general  case. 
TIm  Society  of  Oincinnati,  of  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  have,  by  a  resotntion,  which  they  have 
pablished  in  the  papers,  disavowed  the  princi- 
ple; and,  in  Rhode  Island,  a  member  of  Uie  So- 
tiety  was  expelled  for  tskinr  advantage  of  the 
tender-law  of  that  State,  ana  paying  off  a  bona 
JUs  debt  with  depredated  paper.  I  apprehend 
the  prindple  of  action  still  remains  the  same 
thronghont  the  whole  of  the  army.  When  the 
Midler  conveyed  his  certificate,  there  was  a  con- 
trmct  between  the  parties,  that  whatever  sum 
tiie  Government  coold  pay,  the  whole  of  it 
idionld  go  to  the  assignee.  Kow,  by  an  act  of 
Tiolence,  yon  take  the  half  of  it  away,  and  ena- 
ble the  aasignor  to  discharge  the  contract  by 
paying  fifty  dollars,  when  he  had  engaged  that 
tlie  porohaser  shonld  receive  one  hundred.  This 
ia,  in  eflbct,  the  same  as  the  payment  of  depre- 
dated paper  under  a  tender-law,  and  wonld  be 
equally  r^ected  by  those  whom  it  is  intended 

I  wonld  state  the  case,  as  if  it  had  happened 
hetween  the  gentleman  and  myself  conld  he 
beAMe  to  say  the  whole  snm  was  Mrly  mine. 
aod  sarrender  it  np,  notwithstan^ng  the  legal 
interference  of  the  Gkivemmentt  This  ia  a 
question  I  wonld  not  sofler  myself  to  reason 
upon;  I  would  not  tmet  my  mmd  with  it,  lest 
it  riwold  preponderat«  io  favor  of  self-interest, 
tbon^  against  the  common  principles  of  tmth 
and  justice.  I  cannot  think  the  army  wonld 
aeeept  the  interpoHtion :  we  onght,  therefbre, 
to  be  caotiou  how  we  trifie  with  the  honor  of 
other  people. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  that  the  permna 
tended  to  be  relieved  by  the  propcoed  scheme 
hare  not  a  claim  against  the  United  States ;  bnt 


I  deny  that  it  ia  a  claim  upon  onr  equity  or  Joa- 
tice;  it  may  be  a  claim  upon  onr  hnmanity; 
and,  whether  we  will  satiBfy  this  claim,  de- 
pends on  circnmBtancce  which  have  no  conneo- 
"  >n  with  the  pfesent  question, 

Mr.  Jackson. — Ooa  fbrbid,  lb.  Ohainnan, 
that  I  should  trifle  with  the  honor  of  men  I 
value,  and  esteem  so  highly ;  it  wonld  be  the 
last  thing  I  conld  think  of.  Bnt,  sir,  as  a  Legie- 
lator,  I  cannot  consent  that  the  pittance  whidi 
was  the  reward  of  distingnidied  services,  shall 
be  torn  from  them  by  the  arts  of  inadioos 
si>ecnlatorB ;  bnt  there  are  others,  who  have  a 
claim  in  eqnity  upon  onr  jnstioe,  who  ought  not 
be  sacrificed  to  the  soldier's  honor, 
Ur,  White  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
an  from  Maesachnsetts  (Mr.  SEDawici)  in  the 
principle,  that  if  a  contract  is  made  for  a  valua- 
ble oonsideration,  andwith  theunderstaodingof 
both  partiee,  the  L^edatnre  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere in  it;  and  shonld  it  appear  that  the  trana- 
action  between  the  original  holders  of  certifi- 
catea  and  the  pnrohasers  was  a  bir  one,  the 
dispnte,  in  his  mind,  was  at  an  end.  But  no 
gentleman  had  attempted  to  ahow  that  this  was 
the  case,  though  all  the  arguments  against  a 
discrimination  were  founded  on  that  anppoti- 
tion.  Perhaps  it  might  be  said,  that  every  ar- 
gument onght  to  be  considered  aa  &ir ;  i^esa 
the  contrary  be  proved.  Bnt  where  one  man 
has  obtained  the  property  of  another  to  the 
amount  of  £100  for  £10,  or  £12  lOt.  the  trans- 
action must  be  explained  to  him,  before  he 
would  believe  it  to  be  honest.  What  ia  the 
present  case  ?  Tbe  original  holders,  who  have 
parted  vrith  the  evidences  of  their  debts,  were 
principally  common  soldiers,  militiamen,  and 
farmers  in  indigent  (arcnmatanoea.  Who  were 
the  purchasers  f    The  Secretary  of  the  Ttm- 


Btstee;  common  soldiers  cannot  be  oompre- 
hended  in  thia  description.  What  mnat  n&vo 
passed,  he  asked,  between  the  soldier,  the  mi- 
Uliaman,  or  &rmer,  and  the  purchaser )  What 
reason  conld  the  pnrchaaer  assign  for  offering 
£10  for  a  paper  which  specified  an  obligation 
to  pay  £100 1  It  must  be  something  like  this — 
the  States  will  never  pay  you ;  if  they  do,  it 
will  beat  a  very  remote  period,  so  long  as  to  be 
useless  to  yon;  bnt  to  relieve  your  present  ne- 
cessities, I  wUl  take  the  risk  on  myself  and 
give  yon  £10,  Now,  conld  any  enlightened 
he  aaked,  in  178S,  or  at  any  sdm 


mbseqaent 
ook  place, 


period,  in  which  time  tlie  transfers  took  p 
believe  that  the  independence  of  America  was 
in  danger,  or  tliat  the  debts  could  not  be  pro- 
videdfort 


not  the  greater  part  of  the  oerlifioatee  had  been 
obtained  by  similar  means.  Indeed  he  conld 
not  conceive  any  other  by  which  they  could  be 
obtained. 

He  said  we  were,  perhaps,  without  a  preo^ 
dent  in  any  otLer  nabon  wMoh  wonld  be  strict- 
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\3  ^mliMbl«;  bnt  hedeored  KentUmea  tode- 
termme  tar  themMlTea,  whelSer,  under  socli 
dronmaUDoeB,  tiie  nun  who  had  rendered  ter- 
vloM  to  hia  eonntry  iboDld  b«  d^nired  of  hia 
lemrd,  or  whether  the  porohaser  on^  to  rft- 
odve  it  He  uid  it  was  ver;  difCbrent  in  the 
oonunon  tnuuactioDa  of  life.  If  a  man  pur- 
ohaaed  a  tnct  of  land  for  £1,000,  ptud  the  mo- 
n(^,  and  took  a  bond  for  tha  oonveyanoe,  a 
Qurd  penon,  by  infiHiiidag  the  nonluMr  that 
the  BftUer  ooold  not  make  a  title,  or  by  other 
Use  BooKeationa  ehoold  obtjun  a  tmotet  of 
1  in  conmderation  of  £100,  and  get  a 


be  Mt  aside,  and  he  would  be  restored  to  hia 
land. 

He  gaTS  aome  other  inet«ncea  of  a  linilor 
Dfttore,  and  Bald,  he  believed,  If  a  bond,  whether 
doe,  or  to  beeoma  doe,  waa  aangned  under  Bach 
drconutanoea,  that  the  oUigee  wonld  be  joatifl- 
ftble  in  oonteetiDg  it  in  a  oonrt  of  Uw,  nnd  that 
the  i^jnredperaon  would,  on  applioation,  obtain 
redresa.  He  said,  that  in  oasee  of  extreme 
hardship,  Ooorta  cnF  Gqoitj  would  give  relief 
without  expren  proof  of  Irand;  that  this  w«b 
the  law  of  Great  Britain,  and  waa  agraeable  to 
the  principlee  of  the  oivil  law ;  that  the  Bo- 
man  Jorista,  he  believed,  bad  flzed  the  pcont  cf 
extreme  baidahip  to  one  half  of  the  valoe  of  the 
property  tranafeired;  in  Enf^d  the  ooort  waa 
tojndge.  ^ 

He  add  he  did  not  think  the  prceant  holders 
were  atriotly  entitled  to  any  tUng  more  than 
the  original  porohasera;  that  here  the  maxim, 
□noted  on  the  other  mde  of  the  qneatdon,  that 
tJie  aasignee  etanda  in  the  ahoea  of  the  asugnor, 
properly  apphed.  Tod  cannot  place  another 
on  more  advantageooB  Kroood  than  that  on 
whldi  yoa  stand  yonrself.  The  plea  of  an  in- 
nooent  pnrobaaer  ooold  not  take  place;  the 
nature  w  the  teanaaction  mnst  appear  e^dent 
to  every  man  oonoeraed  in  the  tranafer. 

He  add  the  reverse  of  this  did  not  hold.  An 
aaeignee  waa  not  always  in  as  advantageous  a 
ritnatioD  aa  the  assignor:  and  instanoed  the 
oase  of  an  executor  who  ahonld  obtain  Uie  as- 
dgcment  of  his  testator's  bond  at  an  under- 
v^ne ;  and  who,  he  said,  ooold  not  retain  in  his 
hands  the  amoimt  <£  the  sun  spedfied  in  the 
bond,  which  the  creditor  might  have  recovered, 
bnt  only  the  earn  wUoh  he  aotoally  paid  for  the 
bond. 

He  aud,  that,  thongh  in  bla  opinion  the  yr^ 
aent  holders  of  oertilcatea  wer«  strictly  enti- 
tied  to  no  more  than  what  had  been  p^d  to  the 
original  holders,  yet,  as  an  inveetigation  c^  that 
(^"oumstanoe  would  be  invdved  in  inextrioabU 
difficnhiea,  and  sinoe  we  were  (as  had  been  very 
pnqierly  obmrved  and  weU  enweesed  by  a 
gentleman  from  Sonth  Oarc^na)  settling  the 
Buriiiees  of  a  &mily,  he  was  willing  to  aoqniesoe 
in  the  motion  of  his  ooHeagne.  He  said,  that 
arbitrators  often  gave  the  injured  party  lees 
than  his  due,  for  peace  sake ;  and  he  was  will- 
ing to  act  on  the  same  pincipla.    He  doubted 


g  in  BUppoeing  the  prceuit  hoU 
Lod  in  the  place  ctf  the  first  f 


not  bnt  oonrta  of  Jnstioe  would  give  relief  ia 
partknlaroaaea;  Mit  in  a  matter  of  that  maf- 
idtDde,  be  thought  the  interfereooa  of  tbe  Le- 
ndatare  v«(7  proper.  neBanthSekburinea, 
he  thon^^  In  that  respect,  a  nod  preeednL 
Two  genUemen  had  mentioned  tlw  bndnea; 
he  would  notaav  they  had  mlaatated  the  trana- 
aati<m,  but  he  utoo^t  their  aeeonnto  impofoet 
They  said  iliey  had  the  docammta  imdv  their 
bands;  he  wuhed  they  had  beoiread;  lie  bad 
them  not,  but  wonld  etate  from  memory  whit 
he  thon^t  t^pUoable  to  the  ease  la  qneatka. 
The  dirwtora  Ot  the  South  Sea  OooqMiiy,  ^q 
various  arte,  indooed  theom^  to  give  ashi^ 
aa  £1,000  for  £100  stock;  in  many  inatanoes 
themraiey  waa  paid,  in  others  it  waa  contiaotid 
to  be  pud.  A  gentleman  has  said,  that  Pa^ 
liament  inteifeea,  not  to  violate,  hot  to  peiftet 
the  oontnot:  bnt  what  did  Farliam«it  del 
They  confiscated  the  eatatee  at  the  direota^ 
and  ^)plied  the  amoont  to  the  relirf  ot  those 
who  had  actually  paid  their  mtxtey,  and  si» 
ponded  Buila  against  thoae  who  had  not  paid ; 
and  aathorized  the  debtora  to  discharge  tlieir 
debts  by  the  payment  <rf  ten  per  cent,  on  tbe 
real  value  of  the  stock  anbacrioed  for.  "~"  '-* 
he  waa  wrong  it  '       ' 

nngtit  to  stand 

chaaera,  they  ooold  be  ooosidered  only  aa  having 
purcbaaed,  in  market^  a  p^ier  of  iitddcita 
value;  il^  then,  they  get  the  bi^ieat  maifcst 
price,  they  are  not  i^nrad. 

He  would  now  radeavor  to  obviate  aome  of 
the  obJectionB  to  the  measure,  on  account  of  iti 
impractioability ;  and  in  general  terma  obaeiT- 
ed,  that  much  grMter  paina  had  been  taken  to 
show  the  imprMticatduly  than  tlie  iqjaatioe  of 
it  He  aaid,  if  it  waa  juat,  we  ong^t  to  adopt 
it;  and  he  did  not  donbt  bnt  the  wisdom  of  tlM 
Leipslature  wooM  be  able  to  carry  it  into  effect 
Pnrohaeera,  he  aaid,  bad  been  reprcemted  si 
the  mqiporters  of  public  credit;  bat  he  ooold 
not  connder  than  in  that  light    ""       "  ' 


blast  his  credit  than  to  siq>port  it;  it  would 
have  the  same  eflbot  with  reqtect  to  the  pnblia. 
He  aaid  he  had  lived  long  enon^  to  be  con- 
vinced that  wise  and  great  men,  having  tbe 
same  ot^feot  in  view,  oft^  diflbr  in  t^^nion  with 
reqwettothemeansofaooompliabingit;  there- 
five,  ereiy  pn^caltion  ought  to  be  treated  with 
candor  and  reaped.     He  made  that  obea-n- 


ced  his  speech  Iq  a  maiUMT  somewhat  new— 
with  an  apology  for  an  impn^ie^  whidi  ha 
intmded  to  t»mmii.  He  pnnned  the  aigmnwla 
of  thoee  who  went  befiwe  him.  in  oppoaition  to 
the  amendmuit ;  bnt  his  (^eedi  oont&ted  prin- 
cipally in  an  efiiuion  oi  opprobtions  ejdthet^ 
some  of  which  he  repeated,  and  aaid,  to  detw 
tbe  whole  would  perbnie  fiH  half  a  cdmnn  of 
a  newspaper.  He  said  he  lUt,  on  the  occaaon, 
not  for  himself;  for  he  had  not  expreesed  his 
sentiments  on  the  aA^jexA  nuder  debate^  hot  Ibr 
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the  bcBur  of  tiie  Honse,  in  'wblab,  he  thonght, 
no  snob  langnag«  ong^t  to  be  Toaa. 

It  had  bean  add  we  otme  forward  sa  Tolan- 
tess;  that  the  original  bolden  did  not  pat  in 
Qkot  oUm.  That  ini^t  be  easily  aooonnted 
for;  they  mra  generallj  obBonra  and  indigent; 
had  too  tnneh  modwiy,  orperit^M  not  the  ospb- 
otj,  to  oome  fonrard.  iW  he  beUared  the 
sowd  in  the  gallery  did  not  oonoat  oi  original 
boldera. 

Kr.  Haxclzt. — I  do  not  wkh  to  treepaaa  npon 
the  time  of  the  oommittee^  bat  I  cannot  con- 
tent to  give  a  ulant  vote  on  this  oooanou.  I 
mean,  however,  to  ctmflne  myaelf  to  a  fbw  ob- 
■coTBtkHia,  as  many  of  my  ideas  have  been 
eonuminloated  by  other  gendemen.  The  ho- 
nvable  gentleman  from  Sonth  OaroUna  (Mr. 
guns)  baa  anticipated  mndh  of  what  I  had  to 
Dige ;  I  shall  therefore  rednoe  my  view  of  the 
■oMect  to  two  points ;  first,  as  to  the  jnstioe 
or  legaUty  of  the  measnre,  tn  <^tigiDg  a  eredi- 
tor,  oc  aongnee,  to  take  lees  than  a  oerttBoate 
e^renea,  and  pay  the  difference  to  anoQier; 
■Mtnid,  as  to  the  practioaUlity  or  pcdioy  of  the 
BOtioD  and  its  conseqnencea. 

As  to  '"H^"g  farther  satis&olion  to  tiie  ofB- 
osra  and  aoldiera  of  the  late  armT,  who  have 
■old  thdr  certjfloatee  for  an  inconsiderable  Eom, 
sad  who  have  in  oonseqnenoe  reaped  a  less  re- 
ward than  the  Oovermnent  oontrsoted  for,  and 
intatded  them,  I  oonoeiva  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  praent  qneetlon.  However,  \1  there 
fa  a  diqiosition  in  Oongrees  to  malce  a  ftu-ther 
ecmpensation  to  those  brave  and  meritorious 
misa,  I  would  be  among  the  first  to  support  the 
neaanre ;  but  I  think  this  a  satjeot  too  mo- 
meotona  to  be  involved  ocJlateraUy  in  the  qnee- 
tioD  DOW  nnder  consideration. 

WiOire^eot  to  the  flmt  point  that  oflbre  it- 
ad^  I  have  to  remark,  tliat  a  man  who  enters 
into  a  oonlract  shonld  know  the  oondderation, 
and  mdentand  the  prindplee  npon  whidi  it  is 
nada,  and  theae  ahonM  be  expressed  on  the 
&oe  of  the  evidence  of  the  contract.  Kow,  if 
thia  contract  be  of  anegotiatile  natnre, 
waa  to  whcnn  the  aame  is  offered,  looks 


■  of  the  debtor,  hie  atnlity  and  integrity. 
Siqmoae  even  the  evidokce  of  tiie  contract  to 
Iw  obtained  by  fraitd,  imlesB  ft  be  agunst  the 
nqveaa  provirionof  aatatnte,  and  is  tranaferrad 
to  a  third  perscai  for  a  valoabla  oondderUioii, 
witbont  notice  of  fisnd,  it  mntt  be  paid.  / 
frand  in  any  link  of  the  chain  is  oorreoted  by 
ItffM  Jida  transfer  for  a  valnable  condderation, 
without  a  knowledge  (^  tiiat  oiromnBtaiioe  by 
tbepnri'hsder. 

How,  let  OS  apply  theae  prindplea  to  the  pre- 
■oit  caae.  Here  ia  an  Instroment  of  vrilting, 
mpttiSpBf  a  debt  to  b«  dae  from  the  United 
rates  to  the  original  holder,  or  bearer ;  this 
bang  bron^it  into  market,  is  offered  to  a  third 
penoD,  he,  befbre  hit  pnrcluwe,  sees  that  the 


ddvation,  and  not  tfgaintt  any  positive  etatnto ; 


he  then  inqniree  the  ability  of  tlie  UniOD,  and 
ita  dispodti^n  to  comply  with  the  contract; 
and,  from  a  consideration  of  these  cironm- 
atoDoee,  he  oondndee.  with  reapeot  to  his  own 
interest  and  safety  to  the  pnrohase,  and  pays 
what  is  conceived  to  be  the  valne.  Wliat  is 
there  to  dlsoiiarge  Qie  Qovemn>ent  from  the 
paymentt  Is  it  pretended  that  the  servioee  and 
snpptiee  were  an  Inadecmate  oompenaationt  If 
it  even  was  so  snpposed,  it  woold  notanthorize 
rdbse  a  oomplianoe  with  onr  engagements ; 
iterfbrenoe  would  set  afloat  the  great  prii^ 
upon  which  the  pnUio  Iranquilhty  and 
h^>pinees  depend.  This  leads  me  to  coaader 
the  sntijeot  In  my  second  pcdnt  tS  view,  wiUi 
respect  to  its  pdioy  and  practicability,  and  the 
conseqaecoes  that  would  raenlt  from  the  attempt 
There  are  but  few  original  holders  who  hsve 
tranaterre^  that  can  be  fbnnd ;  of  oonaequence, 

Son  wonld  throw  tiie  m^or  part  of  the  debt 
kto  an  intrioate  labvrintii.  The  preeeut  poa- 
seesor  woitld  be  Bhifting  back  the  oertlfLcate  to. 
the  original  holder,  as  far  as  a  latitude  is  g^ven. 
Many  peraons  who  were  bsie  tmsteee,  would 
be  reaping  adTantagee,  and  drawing  money 
from  the  PnbMc  Treasury,  to  which  they  aie 
not  entitied;  oaths  would  be  mnltiplied  on 
oaths ;  peijories  on  perjorles ;  frand  upon  fr«iid ; 
and  eveiy  spedee  of  speculation  wonld  ensue ; 
deception  would  be  a  strong  trait  In  the  oha- 
tactar  of  the  times,  and  the  whole  of  the  TJnitr 
ed  States  would  be  is  motion,  each  endeavor- 
ing to  prey  npon  the  other.  The  consequeneea 
of  ft  eeoond  inundation  of  this  nature  are  to  be 
dreaded,  and  ought  to  be  careftdly  avoided. 

Mr,  MooBX  observed,  that  it  was  agreed  on 
all  hands,  and  propoeed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  that  some  discrimination  ought  to 
take  plaoe.  It  was,  therefore,  incumbent  on 
the  House  to.inquire  how  this  mi^t  be  effected 
with  the  greatest  dwree  of  equity.  He  sup- 
posed therescltwouldba  that  we  are  at  liberty 
to  pay  the  most  meritonons  first.  Who  oou- 
stitoted  this  class  of  dtizens  t  He  trusted  the 
Isto  army  had  an  incontrovertible  titie  to  it; 
He  oonld  never  believe  that  the  men  who  strip- 
ped the  soldiers  of  thdr  hard  earnings,  by  u- 
loving  tiiem  a  tenth  of  their  clMm,  would  have 
the  temerity  to  pretend  that  they  had  acquired 
the  titie  of  merit  with  thdr  money,  and  that 
the  soldier  reUnqnished,  with  his  certifioate,  the 
honor  of  his  txa^ 

Had  the  present  question  been  agitated  in  the 
hour  <^  distrees,  when  an  snuy  was  eesentisl  to 
our  defence,  the  arguments  of  justice  and  equity 
would  have  had  thdr  w^ht.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
soldier's  miribrtone,  that  the  question  arises  at 
a  tdme  when  the  olfjeot  fbr  which  he  was  em- 
ployed is  secnred.  But  notwitiistandlog  all 
that  has  been  said,  I  am  ftilly  convinced  that 
his  cldm  is  insuperable  in  equity.  The  soldier 
did  not  en^we  to  fight  your  batties  to  be  oom- 
pensated  wiui  a  certificate,  acknowledging  yon 
were  indebted  to  liim ;  it  vras  specie  you  pro- 
mised, and  spede  he  had  a  ri^t  to  expect,  or 
something  equal  to  it  in  reaU^.    The  pnblio 
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&ith  wtta  actaallT'  pledged  to  him  for  ft  oompen- 
»tion  for  his  Bervioea;  bat  will  any  one  say 
the  public  foitb  was  inviolably  kept  with  him, 
when  ft  oertifiostA,  worth  bat  two  ahillings  in 
the  poond  was  mroed  npoa  him  as  spedet 
The  poor  soldier,  thna  ritoated,  was  followed  by 
gauss  of  speeolaton,  who  endeavored  to  impose 
on  nia  joagment  by  the  relBtion  of  artftal  and 
insidiouB  opinions  of  the  poblio  cftpaoity  and 
Integrity  in  the  disohArga  of  these  acKnowledg- 
menta.  The  soldier,  incapable  of  det«ctinK  the 
specious  fidsehood,  swallows  the  bait^  and  b«- 
oomes  the  easy  prey  of  designing  men.  The 
people  felt  and  resented  the  i^jaries  thns  per- 
petrated on  tbose  they  esteemed;  and  I  am 
mach  mistaken  if  the  citisens  of  America  do 
not  Btin  retain  fovorable  impressions  of  the 
Boldiere'  services. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said,  with  reepeot  to 


preotsion ;  Dut  there  Is  bnt  one  w^  in  our 
power,  that  is,  to  suffer  the  sol^ect  to  be  sna- 
pended  for  the  present  seadon,  and  on  onr 
retam,  or  the  election  of  onr  saoceasora,  the 
pablio  sentiment  in  this  respect  will  be  evinoed ; 
Dot  if  we  are  to  determine  the  pablio  mind 
from  our  own  observation,  I  should  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  nine  oat  of  ten  woold  be  in  favor 
of  a  discrimination.  The  people  wonld,  on  this 
principle,  I  conoeive,  sobmit  cheerflilly  to  the 
payment  of  those  taxes  which  are  reqniaita  to 
dischai^  the  pablio  engagements;  bat  if  they 
are  to  fiow  into  the  lawe  cities,  or  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners,  who  have  speoalat«d  apon 
the  misfortanes  of  the  most  meritorioos  daas 
of  onr  oitiiens,  they  will  bear  the  bnrthen  with 
marmnra  and  oomplunte. 

Oan  any  principle  of  jasttoe  demand  the  pay- 
ment of  the  present  possessor  of  a  certificate, 
that  does  not  apply  more  forcibly  as  it  respects 
original  holders  t  Will  gentlemen,  then,  com- 
ply with  the  one,  and  neglect  the  other  I  Or 
r^er,  as  my  coUeagne  has  proposed,  if  tliey 
are  incapable  to  pay  both,  will  they  not  prefer 
a  composition  t 

Mr.  WAitewOBTE. — It  appears  to  me  that  we 
have  mistaken  this  bnaineas  fW>m  the  beginning, 
fbr  we  ore  procoei^ng  as  if  it  was  tucen  for 
granted  that  all  those  who  had  alienated  their 
oeriiiGcates,  have  been  compelled  to  it  by  neoes- 
eitj ;  there  is  nothing  fiirtner  from  the  truth. 
So  &r  as  it  respects  the  army  debt  it  may  be 
just ;  and  at  this  moment,  were  a  soldiery  to  be 
pud  in  certificates,  they  would  part  with  them 
St  as  great  a  disooont  as  ever.  There  is  a  dis- 
position in  soldiers  generally  to  despise  pecn- 
niary  considerations ;  if  they  want  money,  they 
will  dispose  of  their  property  at  an  inoonsider- 
ate  valne  to  obtain  it  Bnt  this  remark  does 
not  extend  to  the  indnstrioas  part  of  the  pablio 
creditors,  becanse  they  have  oarefblly  retiuned 
the  evidences  of  their  debt,  and  now  will  re- 
ceive its  valne.  Bnt  even  of  the  army,  it  Is 
not  tme  that  they  will  suffer  the  loss  of  the 
cUsoount  at  wMoh  tb«dr  oertifioates  have  been 


sold.  Having  an  opportunity  of  being  well 
aoqauuted  with  the  oironmatanoes  of  the  anny, 
I  know  that  many  of  the  officers  lived  upon 
their  friends,  who  supported  them  from  time  to  , 
time,  with  such  sums  as  they  had  ooorioa  fbr, 
and  when  they  retired  (tarn  the  army,  tiiej  re- 
peH  their  fHrads  with  the  om-tifloates  whioh 
they  had  received.  The  beet  way  for  gentle- 
men to  asoertaln  the  amoont  of  Uie  pnbHa  debt 
which  has  been  transferred  from  necessity,  is  to 
mix  in  the  world,  and  try,  from  the  drole  ot 
their  acquaintance,  to  leam  what  the  actnal 
have  been.  I  have  dona  this,  and  am 
within  myself  that  seven-«gfaths  of  bQ 
the  alienated  debt  has  not  been  disposed  of  by 
the  original  holder  ft«m  neoesnty. 

When  the  requisitions  of  Oongreaa  were  re- 
jected by  the  State  Aasembliee,  some  (rf  the  moat 
woalth^  persotis  of  tke  oonmmnity,  and  thoee 
most  Tiountly  opposed  to  Oontinental  measnre^ 
seemed  to  eon<7ir  in  the  o^nicn,  that  the  Btatw 
wonld  never  raise  a  revenne  for  the  porpose  of 
paying  the  domestio  debt.  The  people  finduw 
this  a  prevuling  opinion,  were  impressed  with 
a  dread  of  its  oonseqaenoea,  and  sold  this  epedea 
of  negotiable  property  at  a  rate  dictated  by 
their  apprehensions.  I  should  oonoefve  it  as  a 
great  evil,  if  the  Government  were  now  to  re- 
store to  soch  persons  what  they  tost  for  want 
of  oonfldenoe.  I  think  this  droumstanoe  will 
operate  considerably  agiUnst  the  gentleman's 

Erinciple  of  equity ;  now,  as  to  the  praeticA- 
Uity  of  the  measure^  those  gentlemen  who  am 
acqnainted  with  the  history  of  the  manner  is 
which  the  public  debt  was  contracted,  wHl 
readily  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  an  insuperable 
objection.  In  the  years  1TI9  and  1777,  rery 
few  advances  were  made  to  those  who  procured 
sapplies  to  the  pnbllo ;  they  purchased  what 
they  got  generally  upon  credit,  and  they  were 
obligee,  before  their  aooounts  conld  be  settled, 
and  they  could  get  their  money  ftom  the  Foblio 
Treasury,  to  cet  receipts  for  all  the  artides  they 
had  famished,  and  tnen  they  received  orders 
upon  the  loan-offloers,  who,  not  having  moiWT, 
paid  them  in  certificates,  whioh  these  peoplcb 
in  retnm,  paid  over  to  thoee  who  ftimished 
them  with  supplies.  So  that  the  agent  appears 
a  creditor  to  a  very  oontdderaUe  amonnt,  when 
his  personal  claim  is  very  trifling,  and  those 
who  risked  their  prop«^,  without  pay  of  koj 
kind,  and  who  are  undonbtAdly  deserving  of 
some  credit,  appeared  to  be  no  other  than 
^»eon]atore  in  pablio  seoarities.  I  cannot  nee, 
in  this  case,  any  possible  mode  of  discrimina- 
tion. There  are  a  variety  of  other  offl<dal 
transactions  whioh  wonld  demonstrate  the  io^ 
practicability,  if  it  was  neoeesary  to  oppose  th» 
proportion  na  that  gronnd. 

WnDmsDAT,  Fehmary  17. 

PvMie  Or«dU. 

The  House  again  want  into  a  eomndttee  cat 

the  report  of  the  BecietHj  <tf  tlie  Treuorf,  ICr. 

Baldwdt  in  the  ohair. 
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lir.  Habdor'b  pn^MMticm  still  under  OMui- 
4eratioii. 

Vr.  P1.0K. — I  do  not  wisli  to  tronbte  the 
«Hntnitt«e  with  a  fbrnud  argmnent  in  faTor  of 
dM  motion  offbred  by  mj  oolleagne ;  but  I  wish 
to  inqnire  of  the  gentlemea  in  opposition,  whe- 
ther thej  conceive  the  principles  upon  which  it 
is  gnmnded  to  be  nnjost  ?  I  ODaerred,  that  thwr 
iwliee  have  generall;  gone  against  the  praoti- 
ckDiUty  of  the  meaEnre ;  bat  that  does  not  prore 
to  me  that  it  is  ineqnitable.  If  there  is  iostice 
in  the  oaserWe  must  not  oonaider  the  difflcoltj 
at  the  attempt.  I  trngt,  if  it  ahall  be  fonnd  to 
(tand  on  the  fonndation  <^  iramntable  Justice, 
that  ite  practicibiUty  will  be  demonstrated. 
However,  I  shall  not  enter  on  that  gronnd,  but 
leave  it  to  my  ooDeagtie,  who  has  eo  ably  sap- 
ported  it  on  the  other. 

I  wonld,  however,  beg  gentlemen  to  answer 
theea  qneadona,  and  show  to  my  mind  the  in- 
Justice  of  the  United  States  complying  with 
thdr  engagements  made  to  the  flret  holders  of 
eertificatee,  as  br  as  the  ease,  and  their  abilitiee, 
will  pemiiti  Or  where  ie  the  Jnatice  of  doing 
more  fbr  the  asmgnee  than  he,  or  his  aseignor, 
eipeoted  oonld  or  would  be  done  ?  Where  is 
the  Iweach  of  fiuth  in  Government,  if  it  pays  its 
wfaote  debt,  with  a  jnstioe,  blended  with  meroy, 
TtHDibiing  that  of  Heaven  itsei£  making  im- 
partial retribatioD  among  the  children  of  men, 
cai  the  great  day  of  acoonnta?  Where  is  the 
IRXKiety  of  branding  a  measore  of  this  nature 
witn  epithets  of  io&iny  ?  or  vAog  anoh  harsh 
ezpre^ons  aa  have  inoed  like  a  torrent  from 
agentleman  <m  the  other  udeoftheHooset  Bo 
fir  un  I  ftom  viewing  the  propontiona  throogh 
inch  a  discolored  meunm,  that  I  am  induced  to 
IxfieTe,  if  Oongreos  ad<ffit  tt,  they  may  sabmit 
its  rectitode^  and  stand  uie  decision,  of  not  only 
a  Hiparior  order  of  beings,  bat  of  the  Great 
Judge  of  the  Vniverse,  who  is  immntable  troth 
itKlt 

That  win  the  asngnee  loee  1>y  the  measoret 
He  will  lose  nothing,  bat  the  sangoine  ezpeota- 
tioo  lately  raised  in  his  mind. 

There  is  the  interference  in  contracts,  when 
tte  proposition  is  to  comply  eacredly,  as  tbr  as 
the  oaae  will  admit,  with  the  contract  between 
tiw  Btate  and  its  creditors  t  Is  not  the  assign- 
iiMBitof  the  oertiQcstes  confirmed  by  the  na- 
timt  Does  it  not  give  to  the  assignee  the  very 
thing  stqtitlated  between  the  sMgnor  and  as- 
ripue,  that  is,  whatever  enm  the  Qovwnment 
^11  be  pleased  to  pay  for  the  omdficatet  And 
is  not  the  snm  now  proposed,  mOTe  than  either 
tiie  first  or  last  anignee  ever  contemplated,  till 
within  a  few  days  past,  wonld  ever  be  paid 

The  tinw  is  now  arrived  when  Jostioe  ought 
tobedone;  it  is  looked  for,  with  anxious  ezpeo- 
tUimi,!^  all  classes <J  oar f^ow-citizens  ;  '' 
win  not  avail  na  to  say,  it  is  impractJcable, 
t3  enerienoe  has  demonstrated  it  to  be  so. 
■  Bst  the  meaanre  we  contend  for  is  termed  an 
Uftit/aeto  law,  and  aa  such,  is  declared  to  be 
■    "'       Gentlemen   torture    every 


thing,  in  order  to  prodnoe  evidence  against  an 
aot  ^jnstioe.  How  can  it  be  snoh  aa  «x  ^c*t 
faeto  law  as  is  prescribed  by  the  CDnstitntion. 
when  that  eipresaion  is  conjanctive  with  a  bill 
of  attainder  t  It  relatee  to  that  only,  and  can 
have  no  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  proposi- 
tion before  us.  The  some  idea,  which  prevents 
ne  from  an  interference  on  the  present  occasion, 
will  prevent  as,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  from  making  a  atatnte  of 
limitation,  or  frtmi  correcting  any  frauds,  which 
have  been  perpetrated  on  the  unsngpicioua  sol- 
diery. We  must  not  contomi^te  the  reatorA- 
tiou  of  the  starving  soldier,  with  his  hiHsbla 
wife  and  numerous  and  naked  offiqiring,  to  a 
eligible  ratnation ;  we  mast  not  restore 
oonfldeuoe  to  the  man  of  honor  who  is  buried 
kl^t  poverty,  because  it  is  addreanng  a 
language  to  the  heart,  which  the  haughlineaa  of 
the  head  disdains  to  hear ;  bat,  in  donbtfril  oasee 
of  Jnstioe,  the  heart  is  the  best  director  on  this 
sntfjeot ;  happy  will  it  be  for  us,  if^  as  I  Uiink, 
they  both  concur  to  give  their  approbation  to 
the  present  meaaare. 

TnuneD^T,  February  18. 
PiMie  Credit. 

The  Honse  again  went  into  a  committee  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's  report,  Mr. 
Bau>wtit  in  tiie  chair. 

Hr.  Uadisok's  proposition  still  under  consi- 
deration. 

Mr.  Stohx. — I  shall  not  attempt  to  show  the 
importanoe  of  the  subject  before  us,  as  It  relat«a 
to  public  credit ;  or  as  it  will  affect  onr  charac- 
ter as  a  nation,  at  home  and  abroad.  These 
lukTB  been  explained  ;  bnt  it  is  proper  fbr  ns  to 
oonsider  how  f^  the  amendment  may  operate 
to  establish  apreoedent  of  Continental  Bnd8tat« 
Le^slation,  the  influence  it  may  have  on  ao- 
dety,  and  the  mles  of  civil  condact  betweem 
man  and  man.  Every  oommanity  moat  expe- 
rience that  the  condnot  of  the  Government  will 
influence  the  opinions  of  the  individuals  \  and 
the  spirit  of  the  individnal  will  transhse  itself 
into  the  Government  This  action  and  re- 
action operates  more  powerfoJly  in  a  Repnblican 
Qoremment,  founded  on  r^reeentetion,  than 
on  any  other. 

Our  dtoation  it  made  more  important,  &a 
the  present  occasion,  by  a  ^sagreement  on 
prinSples  which  ought  to  be  fixed  and  plun ; 
to  me  it  seems  that  we  differ  on  the  principle 
rf  pnUio  Justice.  This  may  be  nnfortnnate — 
let  us  eodMvor  to  be  reconciled.  If  the  true 
distinotion  betwerai  natnral  and  civil  Jnstice 
be  aocnratdy  drawn,  we  may  annihilate  the 
point  in  contest.  Agreeably  to  the  principle 
of  natural  justice,  no  contract  is  perfect  unless 
there  be  an  equivalent ;  and  that  which  we  call 
a  valoaUe  ocmdderaiion,  on  which  to  gronnd  a 
ctatrsct,  is  founded  on  the  idea  of  an  eqniva- 
Wt,  and  pfeenppOMS  it.  And,  I  believe  the 
idea  ot  saeh  a  oonridention  being  an  equivalent, 
la  the  foundatiim  of  the  validity  <£  a  oontraoti 
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CTen  in  tlie  Tlngliiih  law  ;  and  la  alw&ja  oanied 
Into  effect,  ivberev<er  the  eiecntion  ii  safe  and 
oertaiB';  beoaoae  I  think,  whenerer  it  qtpean 
in  any  conrt  of  Jostice,  thAt  the  oonaidra^tion 
waa  not  an  equivalent,  that  then  the  contract 
is  not  oanied  into  eieoation.  The  ezeontion 
of  &e  prindple  of  natural  joatioe  then  ia  aafe ; 
for  instuioe,  £99  19i;  lid.  is  not  a  oooaidera- 
tioQ  for  £100,  bnt  a  sntall  enm  maj  be  a  oonai- 
deration  for  a  valnoble  property  ;  this  do«e  not 
ariae  from  an  InfraotloQ  of  &o  prindple  ;  hot 
beoanse  the  prapert;  may  not  have  a  det^nni- 
nata  valne  in  the  society  ;  and  it  would  make 
jodgtt  arbitrary,  legal  proceedings  extremely 
expendve,  and  contracts  nnoertain,  if  an  eiten- 
Hve  discretion  as  to  the  valne  was  admict«d. 
Bat  wbeoever  the  connderation  ig  so  small  and 
inodeqnate,  as  to  appear  so  plainly  and  satis- 
&ctonl^  that  the  jnd^  cannot  be  mistaken  in 
detennimag  it  not  to  Im  an  eqaivalent,  there 
tiie  contract  is  not  valid. 

Now,  if  we  have  received  services  from  tbe 
soldier,  and  have  given  him  paper,  the  question 
will  be,  whether  that  was  an  equivalent,  and 
the  paper  a  proper  payment;  or  whether  it  is 
only  an  evidence  of  the  debt  t  I  take  it  to  be  a 
granted  point  that  it  was  not  a  payment,  bnt 
an  obligation  to  pay  whenever  the  United  States 
should  be  able.  It  appears  to  me,  then,  that  it 
was  the  dnt7  of  the  person  who  received  the 
paper,  to  wait  a  reasonable  time ;  end  the  dnty 
of  the  nation  to  make  aotnal  payment  as  speedi- 
ly as  possible.  If  the  person  who  had  recdved 
Uiis  paper  had  wantonly  parted  with  it  for  no- 
thing, I  agree  we  should  have  been  nnder  no 
more  obligation  to  pay  blm  the  ezpressai^sam, 
than  if  we  had  paid  him  money,  and  he  had 
flnng  it  away  or  wasted  it ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  was  a  delay  in  the  ezacQtion  of  the 
contract,  on  the  part  of  the  Govemmen^  which 
compelled  him  to  part  with  it,  a  comp^isation 
is  equitable.  > 

The  same  rule  will  apply  between  the  origi- 
nal holder,  or  person  wno  rendered  the  service, 
and  present  possessor  or  assignee ;  ibr  shortness 
we  will  distinguish  them  by  the  names  of  sol- 
dier and  speculator.  The  speonlator,  when  he 
dealt  with  the  soldier,  must,  from  the  nattire 
of  the  thing,  have  induced  him  to  believe  that 
he  gave  him  an  eqnivalent  ibr  his  purchase; 
and  it  might  have  been  an  inducement  to  the 
soldier  to  sell,  to  think  he  had  something  more 
than  an  eqaivalent;  the  specnlator  thought  be 
had  more  tlian  an  equivalent,  throwing  neces- 
sity on  the  one  side,  and  fraud  on  the  other, 
oat  of  the  question.  Then  the  confidence  was 
equal,  perliaps  not  a  pwmy  between  them ;  I 
con  hardly  conceive  the  exchange  took  place 
on  any  other  I^rms.  Yon  never  can  allow  the 
confidence  of  the  specntalor  to  be  estimated 
very  highly,  perhaps  at  not  more  tiian  one  for 
ten.  For  if  it  is  admitted,  that  the  specolator 
bad  entire  confidence,  he  was  guilty  of  a  pal- 
pable frand,  and  a  violation  of  the  first  principle 
of  Jnstice ;  it  amounted  to  this,  that  he  gave  £10 
in  money  for  £100  bond,  which  he  was  cert^ 


wonld  be  pud.  I  bdieve,  if  tlie  oaaa  stood  ex- 
actly in  this  form,  no  man  wonld  hentateia 
deoidingits  ill^ity.  If  a  man  takes  £100 
for  £10,  it  is  illesal ;  bnt  sappoee  there  wm  a 
risk,  and  this  risk  was  oonmdered  by  the  ^e- 
colator  as  little  1e«  than  t«n  fbr  one,  bos  ns 
not  discovered  his  own  mistake  when  he  aees 
he  geta  an  intAreat  of  nxty  per  cent,  on  his 
capita];  and  that  0B]^tal  tenfold  t  This  oob- 
traot  then  ongfat  to  ha  vcdd  aa  &o  prino^le  (tf 
a  miatake ;  and  here  yon  place  the  n>ecalator 
between  Soylla  and  Gharybdia.  If  he  really 
tiionght  the  certificates  only  worth  one  for  t«i, 
yon  can  give  blm  no  or«dit  for  his  confidence: 
and  yon  will  adnut  that  he  oo^  to  be  satisfied 
with  a  reasonable  advanoe  (»  his  nnrohaae. 
But  if  yoa  f^ve  him  entire  credit  for  hia  oonfi- 
denoe  in  Government,  yon  mnst  give  him  no 
credit  fbr  his  honesty.  If  both  parties  had 
known  of  this  event  the  contract  wonld  never 
have  taken  place.  If  yon  pay  the  whole  snin, 
the  speculator  on^t  to  take  no  more  than  what 
he  gave  a  fhir  eqnivalent  for.  Gentlemen  who 
seem  afraid  of  ^ving  to  tlie  soldier  a  part  of  his 
original  cMm,  lest  they  affront  his  noblenesa 
of  soul,  make  no  scrapie  to  offer  the  speculator 
te/a  times  the  sum  he  is  entitled  to,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  natural  jostice,  withont  any  ^prdien- 
sion  that  his  honor  will  receive  a  wound.  If 
the  claim  of  the  soldier  was  extingaished  by 
receiving  two  shillings  in  Hie  ponnd  of  the  raw- 
onlator,  npon  what  principle  is  it  contended 
that  the  latter  shonld  receive  more  than  distii- 
bntive  justicet     Argnments,  proving  that  tliig 


justice  dne  to  the  first  has  been  satisfied  by 
what  has  been  done,  qiply  with  greater  foroe 
to  the  latter. 

It  has  been  doubted,  and  a  qnestioo  has  been 
agitated,  whether  we  shall  exercise  the  power 
of  reooneidering  these  contracts,  and  whether 
a  modification  is  constitntlonaUy  in  our  poirert 
I  will  not  go  into  this  subject,  or  any  other 
which  ought  to  be  taken  for  granted.  I  shall 
take  it,  that  we  are  authorized,  and  do  mean  to 
interfere ;  yon  must  act.  Do  yon  mean  to  paj 
the  principal  and  interest  now  due  t  I  b^evo 
not.  Will  yoa  shelter  yoursetf  onder  the  plea 
ofneoessityl  That  is  impossible.  I  dare  bst, 
if  the  United  States  were  sold,  they  wotdd 
at  least  be  worth  riz  hundred  miUiong  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  we  have  bat  eighty  millions  to  fax>- 
vide  for.  Having,  then,  the  means  and  power, 
I  trust  yon  mean  to  exercise  them ;  and  aa  joa 
exercise  thent,  yon  ought  to  exerdse  thecn  aa 
justly  as  possible ;  then,  to  do  this,  yon  wilL  it 
IS  Bud,  personify  the  three  parties  concerned — 
the  United  States,  the  original  holder,  and  the 
speonlator.  I  do  not  clearly  comprehend  tbo 
idea  of  a  personified  State ;  perhaps  it  arisee 
from  my  dnlness  of  apprehension.  Man,  ia  hia 
natural  capacity,  is  sometimes  obliged  to  do 
what  is  considered  nnjast;  but  a  State,  when  it 
has  power,  is  not  obliged  to  do  what  is  nii^tist. 
The  State,  then,  in  this  reelect,  ia  doing  what 
on  honest  man  would  do,  if  he  had  the  poWer' 
of  conducting  this  business  as  he  thonght  pntpac. 
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Tbe  qwoalatoT  oomea  to  yon  vltlihis  bond, 
■ad  tells  VoD  it  Is  due.  The  wldier  telle  700 
that  be  hag  done  serrices  to  a  oonaldersble 
■moant,  for  which  he  oever  haa  been  paid;  and 
that  tboee  evidenoes  of  the  demand  which  70Q 
gave  to  him,  were  obtained  frnn  him,  for  one- 
tenth  part  of  what  thef  were  declared  to  be 
worth.  The  8tat«  aafe  to  the  speoolator,  70Q 
have  made  a  great  deal  and  ont  of  a  man  who 
hM  rhked  his  liA^  and  borne  eveT7  borthen 
which  hnmaii  natareooold  bear,  with  the  great- 
eat  fi^Cnde  which  tlie  meet  Ttrtnooa  heart  le 
etpaUe  ot  exerting,  let  him  have  a  part  baoL 
Tlie  mecolator  answers  no:  here  is  jtmr  bond. 
Oouider  again,  replies  the  State,  that  the  T«te- 
rtB?a  aerviixa,  at  tno  expense  of  his  health  and 
ynmertr,  at  the  risk  ot  his  life,  baa  saved  70a 
■Dd  joars ;  and  not  onl7  that,  bnt  he  is  obliged 
to  pa7  of  joaz  demand,  more  than  he  has  ever 
recdved.  "What  ia  now  his  answer  t  Here  is 
the  IxMtd,  pay  me  my  bond.  Under  theee  dr- 
amutancee,  mppoedng  the  State  an  individnsl, 
he  nu^t,  withont  mitch  in&my  to  tiis  charao- 
tsr,  exercise  the  power  which  he  has  over  bis 
own  bond,  in  order  to  do  jostioe  between  the 
paitiee.  He  might  saf  to  the  apeonlator,  jon 
had  the  soldier  in  yonr  power ;  jon  did  him  in- 
Jostke;  we  hare  70a  now  inonr  power,  we 
will  do  JOB  completA  JturtioeL  bnt  no  mwe.  A 
frirate  nun  oonld  never  be  iiynred  in  hisrepn- 
tation  bj  audi  conduct :  indeed,  aooording  to 
the  resolt  of  theee  drciunstaiioee,  the  barduilps 
of  war,  and  the  breach  of  oontract,  have  nnfor- 
timatel7  inflicted  npon  the  man,  the  meet  merl- 
toritns  in  tbia  oommonitj,  or  perhaps  in  an7 
other  -commmutjj  sD^nnga  and  miseriea — a 
pmdshment  BoflScient  to  atone  for  the  gnilt  of 
the  greateat  crimes.  This,  in  the  event,  appears 
to  be  the  ntnation  of  the  aaviors  of  America. 

Hr.  Mutisoif  said  that  the  opponents  of  his 
pn^MMtion  had  impoaed  on  its  meads  not  only 
a  heavT  U^  ^7  tbe  Dtimber  of  their  Directions, 
bnt  a  delicate  one  b7  the  natnre  of  some  of 
them.  It  had  been  arranged  as  an  embarrass- 
ing measnre  which  ought  to  be  bdlitated,  and 
producing  disonsdons  which  might  end  in  dis- 
■gree«ble  conseqnenoes.  However  pfunftal  it 
imght  be  to  ccHitradiot  the  wishes  of  gentlemen 
whom  he  respected,  he  oonld  promise  nothing 
mM«,  in  the  present  case,  than  uia  endeavors  to 
dia^ipoint  their  apprehensions  Whenhis  Jodg- 
meot  oonld  not  yield  to  the  propontdons  of 
otben,  the  right  to  make  and  snpport  his  own, 
was  a  right  which  he  oonld  never  snffer  to  be 
cootesteo.  In  exercinng  it,  he  shoold  stndy 
to  nuintain  that  modwatioD  and  liberality 
wtuch  were  dne  to  the  greatness  td'  the  snl^ect 
b^tore  the  oonuuittee.  He  fblt  plessore  in  ao- 
kaowledging,  that  the  like  niirit  had,  in  geaeral, 
Erected  the  argnmenta  on  the  other  ride.  Fre« 
discoMiooe  thos  conducted  are  not  only  fitvor- 
aUe  to  «  right  decinon,  bat  to  a  cheerfbl  ao- 
qoifsceDoe  of  the  mistaken  opponents  of  it. 
Tbey  might  have  the  further  advantage  of  re- 
eonmenSing  the  reeolt  to  the  pablio,  b7  fUly 
ajdaining  ute  gvcnnds  of  it.    If  the  pret^isionB 


of  a  nnmerons  and  meritorlons  class  of  dtdiena 
benotwellfoonded,  or  cannot  be  complied  with, 

letthemHoe  that  this  ia  the  case,  and  be  soothed, 
nnder  their  disappointment,  with  the  proof  that 
they  have  not  been  overlooked  by  their  coontiT. 
He  wonld  proceed  now  to  review  tiie  gronnda 
on  which  the  proposition  had  been  combated  ; 
which  he  shonid  do  withont  either  following 
those  who  had  wandered  &om  the  field  of  fidr 


It  coold  not  have  csoaped  the  committee, 
that  the  gentlemen  to  whom  ha  was  opposed, 
had  reascmed  on  this  momentona  qoeetion  as  ta 
anordinsiT  case  inaoonrt  of  law;  that  they 
had  eqnaUy  struned  all  the  inaiinis  that  oonld 
fkvor  the  porchadng,  or  be  adverse  to  the  ori- 
^nal holder;  and  that  they  dwdt  with  eqnal 

Eleasnre  on  every  dranmstance  which  conld 
rishten  the  pretendona  of  the  former,  or  dis- 
credit those  of  the  latter.  He  haid  not  himself 
attempted,  nor  did  he  mean  to  nndervalne  the 
pretensions  of  the  actual  holders.  In  stating 
them,  he  had  even  used  as  strong  terms  as  Uiey 
themselves  ooold  have  dictated ;  bnt  be7ond  a 


cherished,  before  his  oomi^aiaatioe  oonld  admit 
that  America  on(^t  to  erect  the  monnmenta  of 
her  gratitade,  not  to  those  who  saved  her  liber- 
ties, bat  to  those  who  bad  enrlohed  themselves 

in  her  ftmds. 

All  thst  he  wished  was,  that  the  olums  of  the 
original  holders  not  lees  than  those  of  the  ao- 
taal  holders,  shonld  be  furl7  eiamined  and 
jostly  doddeo.  They  had  beui  invalidated  b7 
nothing  yet  niged.  A  debt  was  fiiirlj  contract- 
ed ;  according  to  Joetioe  and  good  &ith,  it  ought 
to  nave  been  paii  in  gold  or  silver;  a  piece  of 
paper  onl7  was  snbstitated.  IFaa  this  p^Mr 
equal  in  valne  to  gold  or  silvert  Na  It  waa 
worth,  in  the  market,  which  the  aignment  for 
the  pnrchamng  holders  makes  the  criterion,  no 
more  than  one-eighth  or  one-seventh  of  that 
value.  Waa  thia  depredated  paper  freel7  ac- 
oeptedl  No.  The  Oovemment  offered  that  or 
nothing.  The  relation  of  Uie  Individual  to  the 
Oovemment,  and  the  drcDmstances  of  the  offer, 
rendered  the  acceptance's  forced,  not  a  free 
one.  The  same  aegree  of  constraint  would 
Titiata  a  tranaaotion  between  man  and  roan,  be- 
fore any  Court  of  Equity  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  There  are  even  cases  where  consent 
cannot  be  pretended ;  where  the  property  <k 
the  planter  or  farmer  had  been  taken  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  and  a  certitloate  presented 
in  the  same  manner.  Bnt  why  did  me  credi- 
tors part  with  their  acknowledgment  of  the 
debtt  In  some  instances,  from  necessity ;  in 
others,  from  a  well-foonded  distmst  of  the  pul>- 
Uo,  Whether  from  the  one,  or  the  other,  they 
had  been  injured ;  they  had  suffered  lorn, 
through  the  defaidt  of  the  debtor;  and  the 
debtor  cannot,  in  jnatice  or  honw,  take  advan- 
tage of  the  defaolt. 

Here,  then,  was  a  debt  acknowledged  to  bare 
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been  once  doe,  and  which  was  never  digoharg- 
od ;  becanae  the  pSTmeat  was  forced  and  defec- 
tive. The  baUnoe,  oonBeqneDtlj,  is  etill  due, 
and  is  of  aa  aaared  a  natnre  aa  tbe  olajma  of  the 
pDrohaaina  holder  can  be ;  and  if  both  are  not 
to  be  paid  in  the  whole,  ia  equollj  entitled  to 
pt^ment  in  part 

He  begged  gentlemen  wonld  not  yield  too 
readily  to  the  artificial  nioetiea  of  forenaio  rea- 
aoning ;  that  they  would  consider  not  the  form, 
bnt  the  Bubstanoe — not  the  letter,  bat  the  eqni- 
ty — not  the  bark,  bat  the  pith  of  the  buainesa. 
It  was  a  great  and  an  extraordinarf  ease ;  it 
ought  to  be  decided  on  the  great  and  fimdamen- 
tal  prinoipleB  of  Jnstloe.  He  had  been  acimad- 
verted  upon,  for  appealing  tA  the  heart  aa  well 
as  the  head ;  be  wonld  be  bold,  neverthelese,  to 
repeat,  that,  in  great  and  onnanal  qneatdona  of 
morality,  the  heu^  la  the  beat  judge. 

It  had  been  aaiA,  by  a  member  tetmi  Hasaa- 
ohnsetta,  that  tlte  propontdon  was  foonded  on  a 
new  principle  in  Congrese.  If  the  present  Oon- 
ftreae  be  meant,  that  ia  not  strange,  for  Oongreas 
Itself  is  new ;  !f  the  former  Oongreas  be  meant, 
tt  ia  not  true,  for  the  ptinoipte  ia  found  in  an 
act  which  had  been  already  cited.  After  the 
pay  of  the  army  had,  during  the  war,  been 
nominally  and  legally  diaoharged  in  depreciat- 
ed paper,  the  loaa  was  made  up  to  the  sufferera. 

It  had  been  said,  by  a  member  from  New 
York,  that  thii  case  was  not  parallel  there 
being  no  third  party  like  the  present  holdera  of 
oertmoatea.  Tbis  olgeotion  conld  not  be  valid. 
The  Government  paid  ten  dcdian'  worth  in 
&ct,  hut  only  one  to  the  soldier.  The  soldier 
was  then  the  original  holder.  The  eoldier  aa- 
signed  tt  to  the  cititen;  tbe  dliteu  then  be- 
came the  actual  holder.  What  was  the  event  f 
The  loss  of  the  original  holder  was  rep^red, 
after  the  actual  holder  had  been  aettled  with,  ao- 
oording  to  the  hi^eet  market  value  of  his  paper. 

He  did  not  mean,  however,  to  decide  on  tlie 
wh(d«  merits  of  this  last  transaction ;  or  to  oon- 
tend  fbr  a  similitude,  in  all  reepecta,  between 
the  two  kinds  of  p«>er.  One  material  differ- 
ence was,  that  the  bdls  of  credit,  by  more  fre- 
quent trut^rs,  and  by  dividing  tbe  change  of 
valne  amoug  a  greater  number  of  hmda,  ren- 
dered the  effect  of  tees  oonseqnenoe  to  indivi- 
dnals,  and  less  sensible  to  tbe  public  mind. 
But  Uiis  diSbrenoe,  wbataver  fbroe  it  might  give 
to  the  claims  of  the  purcharing  hdder  of  cer- 
tlfloatea,  oonld  diminian  nothing  from  the  claims 
of  the  original  holders  who  assigned  them. 

It  had  be>en  said,  by  another  member  from 
Hassachusetts,  that  the  old  Oovemment.  did 
every  thing  in  its  power.  It  made  requisitions, 
need  eihortationi  and  in  every  respect  dia- 
chai^  its  duty ;  bttt  it  was  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  debt  was  not  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  United  States.  An  attorney, 
witlt  flill  powers  to  form,  without  the  meana  to 
ftilfil  engOMments,  oonld  never,  by  his  ineffeo- 
tnd,  though  honen  efibrta,  exonerate  his  prin- 

He  had  been  repeatedly  reminded  of  the  ad- 


inmof  Oongrew  in  1788,  wbiahrqieot»da& 
crimination  between  original  and  purdunog 
holders.  At  that  pwiod,  the  oertiflMtes  toths 
army,  and  oitizens  at  large,  bad  not  been  i»- 
sued.  The  tranafbra  wereomflnedtoloan-offioe 
certificates,  were  not  numerous,  and  had  be«e, 
in  great  part,  made  with  little  loos  to  the  (Higi- 
nal  creditor.  At  prceuit,  the  tranafera  extead 
to  a  vast  proportam  of  tbe  whole  debt,  andth* 
loes  to  the  original  holders  has  been  jm™™— 
The  iqjusUoe  which  has  taken  place  baa  ben 
enonnons  and  flagrant,  and  makes  redress  a  great 
national  object  Tbis  obange  ot  drevmstanMa 
destroys  the  argument  6«m  the  act  4^  Oongres 
referred  to ;  but  if  implidt  regard  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  doctrines  <^  that  act,  any  modificatiaa 
of  the  intereet  of  the  debt  wiU  be  as  incdmiHi- 
ble  aa  a  modification  of  the  principaL 

It  hod  been  said,  that  if  the  loaaeg  of  the  ori- 
ginal creditora  are  entitled  to  reparation,  Ooo- 
gress  ought  to  repair  those  sufi^red  from  paper 
money-^hnn  the  ravages  of  the  war,  and  trooi 
the  act  of  barring  claims  not  prodnoed  within  a 
limitedtime.  Astothe  p4>erniODey,  eatlMrthe 
case  is  applicable,  or  it  is  not ;  if  not  ^iplica- 
bte,  the  argument  fiuta ;  if  uplioable,  either 
the  depreciMed  certificates  ought  to  be  liquidat- 
ed by  a  like  scale,  aa  was  t^iimed  U>  the  cle[ae- 
ciated  money :  or  tiie  money,  even  if  the 
whole  mass  of  it  was  still  in  oirenlation,  oo^ 
to  be  Uterolly  redeemed,  like  the  oertiflcatea. 
Leaving  tlic  gentleman  to  make  his  own  ohtnoe 
of  these  dilemmas,  he  would  only  add,  himset^ 
that  if  there  were  no  other  difierenoe  between 
tbe  oases,  the  manifest  impossibility  of  redress- 
ing the  one,  and  tiie  praodoability  of  redrcM- 
ing  the  other,  was  a  aidSoient  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection. With  respect  to  tbe  towns  bnmt,  and 
other  devastations  of  war,  it  ma  tanght  by  the 
writers  on  tbe  law  ot  Datitma,  that  the;  wse 

be  numbered  among  the  inevitable  oalamlties 
ofmankind.  Still,  however,  a  Oovtnnnent  owed 
them  every  alleviation  whioh  it  oonld  conve- 
niently ofiord :  bnt  no  oothorjty  conld  be  fbimd 
that  pnts  on  the  same  footing  with  those  aal»- 
mitiea,  anoh  as  proceed  from  a  taHure  to  ftilfil 
the  direct  and  eipreas  obligations  of  the  pnblia 
The  Jost  claims  barred  by  the  act  of  limitation, 
were,  in  his  opinion,  oleorly  entitled  to  lednea. 
That  aot  was  highly  ottjeotlonable.  The  pnblic^ 
which  was  int«r«^«d  in  shortening  the  term, 
undertook  to  dedde,  that  no  claim,  bo-wever 
Just,  should  be  admitted,  if  not  presented  with- 
in nine  montiia.  The  act  mode  nraie  of  t^e  ex- 
ceptions nsnal  in  such  acts,  not  even  in  &vor  ot 
the  moat  distant  parts  of  me  UoiiML  In  nuutj 
inatancee,  it  bad  been  abec^tely  impowUe  fi^ 
the  peraons  ii\jnred  to  know  of  tbe  regolation. 
Some  of  these  instances  were  within  hia  own 
knowledge.  To  limit  the  dnration  ot  •  law  to 
a  period,  within  whioh  it  oonld  not  possibly  be 
promulged,  and  then  take  advantage  ot  the  Iia- 
poaribility,  wonld  be  imitating  the  Bomtut  ty- 
rant, who  posted  op  his  edicts  so  high  that  thc^ 
oonld  not  be  read,  and  then  ponidiiad  the  peo- 
ple for  not  obeying  them. 
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voalA  fall  in  the  market,  and  theholderg 
Jond.  It  was  pretty  certain,  tiai  the  greatei 
jmri,  at  least,  wonld  be  gainers.  He  believed 
that  the  higliest  market  price,  eepeoiallv  with 
the  arresre  of  interest  incorporated,  well  fund- 
ed at  aii  par  cent,  would  prevent  every  loss 
that  eoold  jneUfy  complaint. 

Bat  fbreignera  had  become  pnrehaaers,  and 
ooght  to  be  partioolarjy  respected.  Foreignera, 
he  remarked,  had  themeelvee  made  a  difference 
between  the  valne  of  the  fbreign  and  domeetlc 
debt ;  tbej  would,  therafore,  the  Ie«  complain 
of  a  di&renoe  made  by  GoTemment  here.  It 
WM  his  opinion  that  the  term  stated  in  the  pro- 
poation  won]d  yield  a  greater  proSt  to  the  for- 
«ign  ptuchaaere  than  tbej  ooidd  have  got  for 
their  money  if  advanced  by  them  In  any  of  the 
fkmdfl  <tf  Enroite. 

The  propostion  had  been  eharged  with  rob- 
Ung  one  set  of  men  to  pay  anothw.  If  there 
were  robbery  in  the  ease,  ft  had  been  commit- 
ted on  the  original  ereditors.  But,  to  speak 
more  aocorately,  as  well  as  more  moderately, 
tlie  pn^Mnition  would  do  no  more  than  withhold 
a  part  from  each  of  two  credltora,  where  both 
were  not  to  be  paid  the  whole. 

A  member  from  New  York  has  asked  whe- 
ther  an  original  cxeditor,  who  had  aasigned  his 
certiflcate,  oonld,  in  conscience,  accept  a  re- 
imbnrsenMot  in  the  manner  proposed !  He 
would  not  dei^  that  aarignmente  might  have 
been  made  witA  moh  explanations,  or  under 
•oeh  dronmatanceai  as  wonld  have  that  effect ; 
biit,iD  gneral,  tlie  aselgnmenta  have  been  made 
with  Terence  merely  to  the  market  valne,  and 
the  naceitidnty  of  the  steps  that  might  be  taken 
by  the  Government.  The  bnlk  of  the  creditors 
had  asaigned  onder  dronmatancea  from  which 
no  MTOplea  conld  arise.  In  all  oasee  where  a 
aeniple  axiated,  the  benefit  of  the  proyiutKi 
nij^t  be  renounced.  He  would,  in  turn,  aak 
the  gmtleman,  whether  there  was  not  more 
room  to  apprehend  that  the  present  holder, 
who  had  got  hia  certificate  of  a  distressed  and 
tneritDrioiis  fellow-oitizen  for  one-eighth  or 
ane-toith  its  nltimate  valne,  might  not  feel 
•DfDS  remcove  in  retaining  so  nnoonsoionable  an 
adrsntagel 

Bimilar  propositions,  it  was  add,  had  twen 
made  and  r^eoted  in  the  Stat»  If^Iatnres. 
This  was  not  a  fact.  The  pn^ontions  made  In 
the  State  Lef^slatiirea  were  not  intended  to  do 
jnstioe  to  the  ii^ared,  bnt  to  sdzea  ^roSt  to 
the  pnblio. 

Bat  no  petitions  for  redreas  had  oome  from 
Hie  foSaten.  Was  merit,  then,  to  be  the  lesa 
regarded,  be«anse  it  was  modest!  Pertiape, 
however,  another  explanadon  cnght  to  be  given. 
Huy  of  the  sofferere  were  poor  and  nniidbrm- 
ed.  Tboee  rf  another  deeoripldon  were  eo  di»- 
nraed,  that  their  intereata  and  ^forta  oonld  not 
M  bronght  fixward.  The  ease  ot  the  pnrabaa- 
iag  hclden  was  verr  ^ffer  - ' 

The  oonstita(»wality  itf 
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ility  at  the  propostion  had 


been  drawn  into  qnestion.    He  asked  whether 

words  oonld  be  doTisod  that  wonld  place  the 
new  Goyerament  more  prBCisely  in  the  same  re- 
lation to  the  real  creditors  with  the  old  t  Tbe 
power  was  the  same ;  the  obligation  was  the 
same.    The  means  only  were  varied. 

An  oTid'^'Jo'*  ''*^  l*^"  drawn  from  the  arti- 
cle prohibiting  OK  post  Jtuito  laws.  But  as  ta> 
poit  facto  laws  relate  to  criminal,  not  dvil 
oases,  the  constitntion  itxelf  requires  this  deflni- 
tion,  by  adding  to  a  like  restriction  on  the  States 
ao  express  one  against  retrospeotive  laws  of  a 
dvil  nature. 

It  bad  been  said,  that  foreigners  had  been  led 
to  pnrohHBe,  by  their  ialth  in  the  article  of  tbe 
oonstitation  relating  to  the  pnblic  debts.  Ea 
would  answer  this  ol^ection  by  a  single  &ot: 
Foreigners  had  shown,  by  the  market  price  in 
Europe,  that  they  trusted  the  nature  of  foreign 
debt  more  onder  the  old  Govetument,  than  the 
nature  of  the  domestic  debt  onder  the  new 
Goverimient. 

Objections  to  tlie  messnre  had  been  drawn 
from  its  sopposed  tendency  -to  impede  pnblio 
credit.  He  thought  it,  on  the  contrary,  per- 
fbctiy  consistent  with  the  eatabliahment  of 
pnblic  credit.  It  was  in  vain  to  say,  that  Qov- 
emmeat  ought  never  to  revise  measares  once 
dedded.  Great  oantion  on  this  head  onght,  no 
donbt,  to  be  observed;  bat  there  were  situa- 
tions in  which,  without  some  legislative  inter- 
pofdtion,  the  first  principlee  of  Justice,  and  the 
very  enda  of  civil  society,  wonld  be  iruBtriited, 
The  gentiemen  themselvea  had  been  compelled 
to  make  eioeptions  to  the  general  doctrine ; 
they  wonld  probably  make  more  before  the  busi- 
ness was  at  on  end. 

It  had  been  urged,  that  if  Qovemment  shoold 
interpose  in  the  present  case,  as  interpoation 
wonld  be  authorued  in  any  case  whatever 
where  the  stock  might  flnotuat«,  the  principle 
wonld  apply  as  well  to  a  (all  of  sixty  or  seventy 
per  cent  as  to  a  fall  of  six  hnndred  or  seven 
hundred  per  cent.  He  conld  not  admit  this  in- 
ference.   A  distinction  was  essential  between 

extreme  case,  and  a  case  short  of  it.    The 

e  was  difficult  to  be  drawn ;  but  it  was  no 
more  incmnbeut  on  him  than  on  hia  opponeuta 
to  draw  it.  They  themselves  oonld  not  deny 
that  a  oertun  extremity  of  the  evil  wonld  have 
justified  'ih^  interposition.  Suppose  that  tbe 
distress  of  tbe  alienating  creditors  had  been  ten 
times  OS  great  as  it  was ;  that  instead  of  two, 
three,  and  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  they  had 
received  a  farthing  only  in  the  pound ;  and  that 
the  certificates  lay  now  in  tbe  hands  of  the  pur- 
chasers in  that  BtBt«,  or  even  at  a  less  valne, 
was  there  a  member  who  would  rise  up  and  say, 
that  the  purchasers  ought  to  be  paid  the  entire 
nominal  sum,  and  the  original  sniTerer  be  enti- 
tled to  no  indemnification  whatever! 

Gentlemen  hod  triumphed  in  the  want  of  a 
precedent  to  the  measare.  Ko  government,  It 
was  said,  hod  interposed  to  redress  fiuotnations 
in  its  public  paper.  But  where  was  the  gov- 
ernment that  hod  ftmded  its  debts  onder  tbe 
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atrcmnXaiioes  of  tLe  Amerloan  debtf    If  n 
goTernoieTtt  had   done  ho,  tbere  mold  be  i 


would  be  litely  to  hftppen  fn  thi«. 

If  geatlemen  peiwsted,  howeTer,  in  demand- 
ing preoedents,  fie  wu  luippT  in  twing  ftble  to 
grstifj  them  with  two,  wbicn,  thongh  not  ex- 
aody  paralleli  were,  on  that  wsoonnt,  of  the 
greater  force,  linoe  the  interposition  of  Govem- 
m«it  had  taken  place  where  the  eme^ency 
eoold  leM  require  to  em. 

The  first  was  the  ease  of  the  Canada  bills. 
Daring  the  war  which  ended  in  17S8.  and  which 
WW  attended  with  a  revolntion  of  tne  Govern- 
ment  in  Canada,  the  snppliee  obt^ed  for  the 
FreniA  arm;  in  that  province  w««  p^d  for  In 
bills  of  excnange  ana  certificates.  This  paper 
depr«dat«d,  and  wai  bought  np  chiefly  by 
British  merchants.  The  snm  and  the  depreci- 
ation were  «o  conaideralile  aa  to  beoome  &  sob- 
ion  between  France  and  Great 
peace.  The  negotiations  pro- 
duced a  particuar  article,  by  which  it  was 
agreed  bv  France  that  the  paper  onriit  to  be 
rfrdoeme^  and  admitted  by  Great  Britain  Hiat 
it  should  be  redeemed  at  a  liquidated  valne.  In 
the  year  1T6Q  this  article  was  aocordinoly  car- 
ried into  efiect  by  ministers  ftxtm  the  two 
oonrta,  which  reduced  the  paper  in  the  hands  ' 
of  the  British  holders,  in  some  Instances,  ss 
mnoh  as  seTenty-flve  per  cent,  below  its  nomi- 
nal Talae.  It  was  stated,  indeed,  by  the  re- 
porter of  the  cose,  that  the  holders  of  the  paper 
bad  themselTes  couoiirred  in  the  liquidation; 
bnt  It  was  not  probable  tbst  the  concurrence 
was  voluntary.  If  it  was  yolnntary,  it  shows 
that  they  th^tselves  were  sensible  of  the  equity 
of  the  sacrifice. 

The  other  ease  was  of  still  greater  weight,  as 
it  had  no  relation  to  war  or  treatj,  and  took 
place  in  the  nation  which  has  been  held  up  as  a 
model  with  re^>eot  to  public  crediL  In  the 
year  1718,  the  civil  list  of  Great  Britain  had 
fallen  Into  arrears  to  the  amount  of  £000,000. 
The  creditors  who  had  fnmished  supplies  to  the 
Government  had,  instead  of  mone^,  received 
debentures  only  flrom  the  renmoiive  officers. 
These  had  depredated.  In  that  Etat«,  they 
were  asmgned  in  some  Instances',  in  others, 
covenanted  to  be  aseigned.  When  tlie  Parlia- 
ment appropriated  fonds  for  Batisf]fiiig  these 
arrears,  they  inserted  an  ezpreas  provision  in 
the  act,  that  the  creditors  who  bad  been  oblig- 
ed, by  the  defkult  of  Goveramtat,  to  di^Mse  of 
their  paper  at  a  loee,  might  redeem  it  from  the 
asdgneee  by  repaying  the  actual  pric«,  with  on 
interest  of  aii  per  oenU,  and  that  all  agreements 
and  covenants  to  assign  should  be  atwolntely 
void.  Here  (hen  was  an  interpoeition  on  the 
very  principle,  that  a  OovemmeDt  ought  to  re- 
Areas  the  wrongs  sustained  by  its  defauit,  and 
on  an  oooasion  trivial  when  compared  to  that 


under  oonsideration ;  yet  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  pabllo  credit  at  tbe  nation  was  iijnnd 
by  it 

The  beet  sonroe  of  oonfidenoe  in  GoTemment 
was  the  apparent  bones^  of  its  views.  The 
proportion  oonid  not  nosdbly  be  ascribed  to 
any  other  motive  than  tliia,  because  the  poUio 
was  not  to  gain  a  farthing  by  it.  Tha  next 
source  was  an  experienced  punctuality  in  tbt 
payments  doe  from  the  Government,  ear  this 
support  to  public  cre£t,  he  relied  on  what  bad 
been  expenenoed  by  a  part  of  the  foreign  cred- 
itors ;  on  the  proviMon  to  be  made  for  the  rea- 
due ;  and  on  the  punctuality  which,  he  flattoed 
htmsel^  would  be  observed  in  all  ftitore  pay- 
ments of  tiie  domestJo  creditors.  &e  was  more 
apprehensive  of  iqjnry  to  public  credit  from 
such  modifications  of  the  intereet  of  tbe  pi^iUa 
debt  as  eome  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  in  view. 
In  these  the  public  would  be  the  gainw,  and 
the  plea  of  inability  the  more  alarming,  beoanse 
it  was  so  easy  to  set  up,  so  difficult  to  be  dis- 
proved, and  for  which,  conseqoentiy,  the  temp- 
tations would  be  so  alluring, 

Mr.  Bkskt  rose  and  observed,  that  it  waa 
with  reluctance  he  attempted  to  ezpreea  to  tlia 
committee  his  Ideas  upon  a  qneetioa  wfai<di 
ha^  been  so  AJly  and  ably  discussed.  How- 
ever, as  it  had  been  expected  that  geotWien 
wonld  not,  in  a  case  of  sach  magnitude,  be  oon- 
tent  with  merely  a  (dlent  vote,  he  rose  to  de- 
clare the  reasons  npon  which  bis  dedaicni  was 
founded.  In  doing  this,  he  hc»ed  that  h«  ^a«dd 
not  use  e[dtbeta  which  mi^t  m  deemed  bardi, 
or  lai^u^  which  would  be  offenmve;  that  al- 
tbongh  the  sentiments  of  other  membwa  should 
differ  from  his,  he  wished  so  &r  to  reqieot  QioM 
sentiments  as  to  treat  tbem  with  deosnoy. 

He  considered  the  propotdtloQ  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Ur.  Mxdibon)  was  dedgned 
to  efiTeot  two  purposes ;  the  one,  a  compeaMt- 
tion  to  the  original  creditors,  who,  during  ibn 
lata  WOT,  in  tjmes  of  distress,  had  loaned  mcHisy, 
famished  supplies,  and  rendered  military  oer- 
vioes ;  and  who  bad  only  received  satk&etion 
therefor  in  paper  of  inconsiderable  valoe,  foroed 
on  them  by  the  public,  and  depreciated  by  th^ 
acts.  This  class  of  dtisens,  he  ctKioeived,  had 
a  Just  and  equitable  d^m  for  the  fall  difierenon 
in  vslue  between  that  paper,  when  paid,  and 
specie.  The  other  olject  of  the  propositktii  al- 
luded to,  was,  be  said,  to  oomfieiisate  tlioas 
creditors  who  now  hold  aUenated  certifioMtcB. 
Gaoh  description  of  those  creditors  had,  in  hia 
opinion,  olauns  on  the  public.  The  first  was 
founded  on  sn  original  contract  between  them 
and  the  Government,  part  of  which  only  had 
been  complied  witti,  and  the  readne  atiU  re- 
mained nndisoharged.  The  other  was  groood- 
ed  on  having  poseeeuon  of  the  ftfw  whioh 
contained  tbe  promise  to  pay. 

It  has  been  contended  uist  the  United  States 
have  not  ability  to  pa^  both.  In  this  oaae  a 
question  arises :  What  is,  upon  the  whole,  most 
just  and  expedient  t  Some  gentiemoi  ocmtead, 
thai  It  is  inoumbeat  on  «  to  make  ftill  gmvi^ 
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(jon  for  those  who  hoM  the  un^ed  certificates, 
TJtbont  an  J  for  the  original  credit«r8  who  have 
■Buated  them.  Othen  think,  that  the  mixfor- 
tune  at  GoTemment,  in  thii  reepeot,  sLonld  not 
be  felt  by  eitber  daat  aolelj,  but  be  bonie  by 
lotlu    ^tat  it  b  mora  just  to  adopt  a  mode  of 


,  bj  whieb  tboie  oreditorB  should 
mtwlljr  dura  in  this  miafortiuie,  and  be  mn- 
tnallf  beneflted  by  a  provifliim  within  oar  pow- 
er to  nuke;  with  tboae  his  eeotinieDts  aooordad. 
He  ooold  not  be  imiowaed  with  the  Justice  or 
itnoa  at  a  mesBsra  oalgnlated  to  nuke  a  total 
Herifloa  of  one  claaa  t4  oraditon,  and  Ml  paj- 
nant  to  the  other  olass.  Sach  a  step  ooald  not, 
in  hia  qiinioiL  be  Justified  in  an;  diatinotioa  or 
pnMdenee  wbioli  existed  in  their  claims.  When 
It  was  ommdffed  that  the  original  eraditora 
fUniAed  numeT  and  supplies,  and  rendered 
•crrioea  GMentbJ  to  the  preservation  of  their 
MimtiT.  and  at  a  time  when  ita  liberties  were 
tnvidea,  and  every  tiling  which  can  be  dear  to 
flwcnen  was  in  Jeopardy  and  at  stake,  he  oonld 
not  ippnliend  uurt  their  olaima  wonld  be  deem- 
ed inferior  to  those  of  their  rivals.-  In  hia 
epinioD,  Ihcae  olrmmiatanoefl  entitled  them  to 
■qxrior  notioe.  Believing,  however,  that  the 
BModmeDt  nndar  consideration  would,  npon 
the  wkole,  effect  more  snbetAntial  Jostioe  than 
sDj  other  pTMtiiuble  scheme  that  had  been 
mposed  to  thfl  committee,  or  which  he  Had 
baud  0^  hia  Mscnt  wonld,  therefore,  be  given 
toiL 

TraaoAT,  Febroary  19. 
PvbliB  Oredit. 

"Bit  Hoose  BgMn  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
npwt  (4  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMOry,  Mr. 
Bunm  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Muhboh'b  proposition  still  nnder  oonsi- 
dntion. 

Kr.  I^vxKifoxi  Bud  he  was  agwnst  any  di»- 
triiainalicn  between  the  soldier  and  other  pnb- 
Bo  oeditor,  who  held  a  pnblic  seoDrity,  made 
Wible  to  bearer,  and  conseqaently  tran^rable, 
with  intoit  that  they  might  be  sold,  if  oonveni- 
(■>o«  or  neceMitrf  sboold  require  it.  This  hod 
beenmiderstood  by  all  parties,  aswell  in  Amer- 
iw  ia  in  fbrusn  oonntries,  and  they  had  been 
K4d  seooi^n^^.  The  advocatee  for  diserimina- 
titn  have  not  denied  this ;  they  have  only  al- 
leged that  the  low  rate  at  wliicb  Uie  poor  eoldiec 
<*  ether  pnblie  creditor  had  sold  Ids  si 


ns  a  nCeient  reason  fbr  Otrngiesi  to  iDter&ra 
>nd  act  aside  the  sale.  In  opposition  to  this,  he 
eUwed,  that  persons  had  a  ri^t  to  bny  and 
■A  at  sDch  prioee  ss  they  ooold  matnally  agrae 
Von,  provided  there  was  no  fraud. 

A  diamond,  a  horse,  or  a  lot  of  ground,  might 
be  sold  too  die^i,  or  too  dear,  and  so  might  any 
''tin'  pfoperty;  but  Government  could  not  in- 


tefere  wiuiont  iettnjittg  the  eeneral.  systei 
oflnrand.instloe.  Eean  bad  sold  his  birthright 
fcramessof  potti^  and  heaven  and  earth  had 
emfinned  the  sale.  The  distresses  of  the  army, 
both  officers  and  soldienj  at  the  time  they  re- . 


ceived  and  sold  their  seonritiee,  bad  been  painted 
in  too  strong  colors.  They  were  not  ao  emaoi- 
ated  by  siekiess  and  &mine  as  had  been  npre- 
sented.  They  were  crowned  with  victory,  md 
received  wWi  applause  by  their  felIow.«itizans : 
and  although  they  had  been  paid  in  paper,  Iheir 
loss  had  been  made  up  by  laj^  bonntiea,  and  in 
other  emolnments ;  so  that,  in  point  of  property, 
they  were  eqnal  to  their  fellow-citizens  who 
had  borne  the  burden  of  tasee  nnder  which 
many  are  laboring  to  this  day.  Let  them  be 
called  brave  soldiers,  patriotic  soldiers,  but  not 
poor  soldiers.  They  ought  to  be  governed  by 
the  same  system  of  Justice  that  governs  others; 
but  their  contracts  on^t  not  to  be  set  aside  oat 
of  partiality  to  tliem.  The  case  quoted  trim 
the  statute  of  Queen  Anne  is  not  applicable  to 
this  case,  inasmuch  as  Government  had  not 
originally  made  the  debenturea  therein  men- 
tioned tranaferable.  Neither  did  the  case  of  the 
Oanada  bins  apply ;  for,  as  he  understood,  thoae 
bills  were  paid  to  British  merchants  and  to 
others  who  had  purchased  Ihem. 

Hi.  }tirimos.~-Jl  pwer,  or  t^e  honor  ci 
statues  or  medals  can  discharge  the  debts  of 
Justice,  payable  in  gold  or  ^ver,  we  can  not 
only  exonerate  ourselves  from  those  dne  to  the 
original  holders,  but  from  those  of  the  jMMlgnwif , 
So  &r  as  paper  goes,  the  latter  have  received 
the  oompeusatjon.  If  honor  can  discharge  the 
debt,  they  have  recdved  oivil  honors;  look 
around  to  the  officers  of  every  Gorenunent  In 
the  Union,  and  you  find  them  sharing  eqnal 
honors  with  those  bestowed  on  the  origuul 
creditors.  But,  rir,  the  debt  dne  in  gold  and 
sUver  is  not  payable  either  in  honor,  q^ioint- 
— ente,  or  in  paper. 

Gentlemen  say  It  will  work  iqjnatioe ;  bnt  an 
we  not  as  modi  bound  to  repair  the  mJnsUoe 
donebythelJnitedStateet  TetldonotbeUeve 
the  assertdtm  has  been  eatabliahed  by  t^  thing 
that  has  been  urged  in  its  aoMiort.  Ine  gen- 
tleman trom  VnjitoA  (Mr.  firora)  ackiHnr- 
ledgee  that  there  is  a  moral  obligation  to  ocon- 
pensate  the  original  h^ders ;  how  will  they  get 
what  he  admits  is  their  dne?  He  is  wflling  to 
make  an  effort,  by  ^plying  the  reeonrcee^the 
country  to  that  pnrpose;  but  if  we  are  to  Judge 
by  the  Beotimenla  tf  other  gentlemen  who  hava 
spoken  on  this  oooaaian,  we  nave  little  to  expect 
from  that  quarter.  Snppose  the  debt  had  depred- 
ated to  a  mere  trifle,  and  sappoae  the  sale  of  the 
Western  Territory  lutd  extingniahed  the  certifl- 
oatee,  let  me  ask,  whether,  if  the  United  States 
had  thus  exonertfed  thenuelvea  trtm  the  obliga- 
tioa  to  the  asrignee,  whetiier  the  claim  of  the  ori- 
ginal holderwoidd  not  etUl  remain  initsftinCcme 
ma  moral  view  t  Bnt  believing  t3iep<^t  of jns- 
Idoe  to  be  exhanited,  I  will  Jnst  add  one  leniail 
upon  the  practioabill^.  The  trana&rred  oertifl- 
oates,  generally,  will  show  the  names  of  the 
original  holders,  and  here  there  is  do  difflonl^. 
With  respect  to  those  vanted  to  the  heads  (rf 
either  of  the  five  great  departmente,  the  bocAa 
of  the  Tressnrar  of  Loans,  as  well  as  the  ao- 
ooonts  of  those  departments  now  in  the  Tmt- 
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Hnr7,  will  ieiagaete,  with  a  great  degree  of 
aoBxaaoy,  and  this  ma;  be  followed  up  bj  the 
nsosl  mode  of  obtaining  evideaoe;  and!  believe 
evarj  securitj  may  be  provided  agrioat  fraud  in, 
tiiia  case  that  waa  provided  in  tfad  caae  of  the 
•omiDiiaioDeTB  who  ware  sent  into  the  respective 
States  far  araertainingandliquidating  the  claims 
of  iudividnaU.  That  there  will  be  some  difB- 
Doltj  I  admit,  bat  it  is  enough  for  me  that  it  is 
Dot  insuperable ;  and  I  tnut,  with  the  assistance 


litore,  tbe;  will  eaaily  be  snnnonnted. 

UonsAT,  Febnurr  3S, 
PtaWw  Credit. 

The  Houm  then  resolved  iteetf  into  a  commit- 
tee on  the  Beport  of  the  Seoretary  of  the  IVett- 
■nry,  Mr.  Bau>wix  in  the  ohair. 

lir.  Madison's  propositiou  still  nnder  oooM- 
derfttjon. 

Mr.  Fade. — As  the  worthy  and  eloquent  mem- 
ber who  replied  to  me  did  not  aruwer  the  qnes- 
tions  I  put  to  the  committee,  I  snppose  he  either 
did  not  hear  them,  did  not  nnderstand  me,  or 
oonld  not  answer  them.  I  hope,  before  the 
committee  decide,  they  will  attempt  at  least  to 
TeBolve  them.  I  asked,  where  Is  the  injustice 
of  the  State's  complying  with  its  engagements 
made  to  the  first  holders  of  certificates  aatar  m 
the  case  admits  f  Where  is  tl»  jnstice  of  doing 
more  fbr  the  asngnee  than  he  or  bis  urignor  ez- 
peoted  could  or  would  be  done  I  Where  is  the 
Dreaoh  of  &ith  in  Oovemment,  if  it  paid  its 
whole  debt  with  joaHoe,  blended  with  mercy? 
Wbere  is  the  iDterferenoe  in  oontracts,  when  the 
pTopodtion  is  to  comply  sacredly,  as  fer  as  the 
case  will  admit,  with  the  oontracts  between  a 
State  and  its  creditors  t  I  aaked,  is  not  the  as- 
rignment  of  oertJficBtee  oonflrmed  by  the  mo- 
tion t  Does  it  not  give  to  the  assignee  the  very 
thing  stipnlatod  to  be  given,  that  is,  whatever 


_  imant  1  And  is  not  the  sum  now  proposed 
more  tiian  dUier  the  first  or  last  holder,  till 
vilbin  these  few  days,  supposed  wonld  be  paid 
himt  I  atked  also,  ooght  not  an  honest  assignee 
to  be  pleased  that  Government  intends  to  do 
that  JQsUoe  to  U&  aadgnor  which  he  onght  to 
do  i"'"'M'1f|  were  the  whole  payment  made  to 
Um )  I  asked,  of  what  is  the  assignee  deprived 
bntof  bis  lata  sangaine  ezpeotalionst  I  asked, 
whether  the  proposition  l^ore  ns  does  not  ra- 
tter establish  confidence  in  Oovemment  tlian 
the  contrary)  For,  sir,  to  make  use  of  the 
comparison  which  has  been  often  made  beie 
between  the  State  and  an  obligor  on  a  bond, 
what  oonid  ^va  more  credit  to  any  man's  bonds 
th&n  to  And  that,  thongh  tliey  had  depretdated 
to  half  a  crown  in  the  ponnd,  he  paid  the  whole 
twenty  shillings ;  ten  shillings  to  the  assignee, 


It  is  true  Onngreea  may,  oonsistently  with  the 
rulee  of  common  law  ooorta,  pay  the  I>e»rBr  and 
take  no  notice  of  the  creditors;  bnt  were  a 
Ooort  of  Eqaity  institated  to  decide  on  the  case 
of  certain  specnlatore,  how  would  they  decidel 
Government,  in  the  meet  solemn  manner, 
pledged  itself  to  make  compensation  to  the  sol- 
diers, have  they  done  itt  Instead  of  dww 
this,  certam  persons,  who  took  advantage  oc 
their  ignorance  and  their  povertyg  booght  np 
the  evidence  of  their  debt  at  one-eighth  of  tiw 
nominal  value;  and  in  some  States  tiiese  very 
men  had  drawn  what  constitnted  the  prindpd 
of  the  pnrohase  with  siz  per  cent,  interest  ia 
three  years. 

In  what  does  the  caaa  diflbr  between  the  de- 
preciated paper  and  the  oertJAcateal  Papcr 
money  was  redeemed  at  for^  for  one,  ae  well 
to  the  last  as  the  first  holder ;  the  same  princi- 
ple woald  lead  to  give  the  last  bolder  of  the 
cerlafloate  the  depredated  ralne  at  which  he 
bought  it  Bnt  we  propoee  to  work  no  inins- 
tice,  we  nve  the  first  btJder,  if  be  is  the  holder 
still,  tbe  ibll  value  sdpnlated.  It  would  not  be 
i^ustioe  to  conoder  the  asrignee,  as  having  paid 
what  he  advanced,  in  oonseqaence  of  his  confi- 
dence In  Government,  on  account  of  that  Gov- 
ernment; and  that  ue  Government  on^^t  to 
repay  him  what  he  so  advanced ;  having  repaid 
that  sum,  the  balance  on^t  to  go  to  the  credit  of 
tbeassignee.  I  am  willing,  on  this  oonfflderatioiL 
to  call  uie  speculator  the  friend  and  supporter  ot 
the  Government,  who  kindly  lent  us  when  in 
need,  two  sbilliugs  and  sixpence  in  every  ponnd, 
to  advance  to  the  poor  soldier.  If  o^lificstcs 
are  the  evidence  of  the  debt,  It  proves,  sir,  that 
the  balance  is  dne  to  him  in  whose  name  it  i»- 
Bued.  This  is  the  day  of  payment,  and  we  most 
pay  aceordingly ;  and  here  permit  me  to  remark, 


Jacob  was  punished  for  his  frand,  but  for  his 
faith  enjoyed  the  promise ;  even  so  let  ns  re- 
gard those  who  had  so  much  oonfidenoe  in  na 
as  to  advance  two  c^iillingB  and  aizpenoe  to  the 
diatreeeed  soldier. 

Mr.  EKiarcs  waa  in  hopes  this  qnestioD  would 
be  postooned  for  the  present,  in  order  to  go  into 
a  oonsaeratdon  of  the  ways  and  means:  when, 
if  it  appeared  that  the  Onited  States  were  in- 
c^wble  of  making  flill  proviuon,  it  migjit  be 
considered,  whether  one  deviation  woiud  not 
authorlEe  uie  other?  If  any  Kcntleman  wonld 
moke  a  motlOD  to  that  eSeot,  he  would  seooDd 

The  queetion  waa  now  taken  on  Jb.  Madi- 
son's propoHitioB  fi>r  a  oompodtioD,  aod  it  rnm 
ed  in  the  n^ative ;  yeas  18,  nays  8S.* 


*  Tlw  motJOD  el  Ur.  IQdtHa  vu  larf,  ud  irtUi  It  &•  lu. 
gHl  door  VH  opensd  to  Uh  pUlK*  '•f  ("V^  cndltm^  Ow 
plandn  of  U»  pqbUd  Tnuory  audthft  wmqitioii  of  COQpw 
wtJch  tba  history  of  uij  GoTtmmeDt  bia  t^nt  bbvl    ^lia 

ths  IwgliinlBg.     AulgDiH  of  Blilnn  hin  iIiim  bMn  tlia 
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Wkdhebdat,  Haroh  1^, 
On  Statery. 

The  House  BRain  reaolved  ittelf  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  whtHii  was  referred  the  memoritJ  of 
the  pM^le  called  Qoakets,  &o.,  Ifr.  Bursoir  in 
the  chair. 

The  qoMtJoD  of  order  was  pnt,  when  it  was 
determined  that  Mr.  Tdoxxb'b  loit  amendment 
waa  not  in  order. 

Hie  report  vm  then  taken  no  by  ptngnpha. 
Tba  firat  propoution  being  read, 

Hr.  Wmrg  moved  that  it  be  stniok  onL  He, 
did  thia,  he  said,  because  he  was  against  enter- 
ing into  a  oonsideration  at  this  time  of  the 
powers  of  Congress.  He  thonght  it  would  be 
tune  enon^  for  this  when  the  powers  are  called 
in  oDeetion.  He  then  read  the  next,  which  he 
■aid  was  entirelj  nnneoeasary,  as  it  contains  no- 
thing more  than  what  is  oontained  in  express 
tocina  in  the  constitntion.  He  passed  on  to  the 
third,  which  he  said  was  eqnally  mmeceesarr ; 
and  to  the  fonrth^hioh  was  provided  for  hy 
the  ooBstitDtjon.  Hea^d,.tfaat  neshonldagree 
to  the  fifth  and  sixth,  with  oertain  modiflcatLons. 
iLgreeable  to  this  idea,  he  offered  those  two  in 
B  diffo«Dt  form.  He  disagreed  to  the  seT«ith 
{ooposition,  as  onneceesarj  and  immvper.  He 
ciuidiided  by  obserring;  that  his  wish  was  to  pro- 
mote the  h^)pine«  of  mankind — and  among  the 
Ret  those  who  are  the  ol^eots  of  tbe  present 
ecmaderation — bnt  this  he  wished  to  do  in  ocm- 
ftnnity  to  the  prinoipiea  of  jnstioe  and  with  a 
dne  r^ard  to  the  pesoe  and  happineea  of 
others ;  be  would  contribnte  all  in  hia  power  to 
tbar  comfort  and  well-being  while  in  a  state  of 
davcgy ;  bat  he  was  fully  of  opinion  that  Con- 
greas  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  bnsinesa, 
any  Airther  than  he  proposed  by  the  two  pro- 
pootiona  as  modi6ea^  He  did  not,  however, 
anticip«te  the  diffioolljea'from  a  total  prohibi- 
tioa  which  same  genUemen  seem  to  apprehend 
— and  if  Congress  had  it  in  their  power  to  in- 
terdict this  bnsbeas  at  the  present  moment,  he 
did  not  think  the  eeaenti&l  interests  of  the 
Soatbera  States  would  suffer.  Twenty  years 
ago,  be  supposed  the  idea  he  now  auzg^sted 
woold  have  CMsed  imiversal  alarm.  Yirainia. 
howaver,  about  twelve  years  rinoe^  prohibited 
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the  importation  of  n^roee  from  Afiioa,  and 
the  consequences  apprehended  never  were  real- 
ized ;  on  the  oontrary,  the  agricnltore  of  that 
State  was  never  in  a  more  flourishing  sitnation. 
Mr,  Rabtlbt. — 1  have  the  honor  to  be  one 
of  the  committee  on  the  memoiials,  and  will, 
with  the  leave  of  this  committAe,  mention  some 
poitionlars  which  took  place  in  the  com'se  of 
the  investigation  of  the  boetnees.  He  premised 
that  he  was  sorry  that  the  question  of  right  had 
bften  bronght  forward  yesterday — and  was  not 
a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  cause  of  elavecj 
advocated  in  that  Honse,  and  langnage  held  ti>-  , 


partiealar  reference  to  a  law  passed  in  Grenada, 
which  he  ap}daaded  for  its  homanity,  and  truly 
benevolent  spirit.  He  reprobated  the  illiberal 
treatment  which  the  memorialista  bad  received, 
and  asserted  that  they  were  fiieods  to  the  ecm- 
sCitDtitni,  and  that  on  the  present  oocsdon  tbey 
came  forward  from  the  most  laodable  motive^ 
from  a  wish  to  promote  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind ;  that  th^  oonduot,  so  far  from  meriting 
censure,  deserved,  and  woald  reoeire,  the  Kp> 
plause  of  the  oivUited  world. 

Mr.  Bbowb,  in  a  oonnderable  nieecb,  advo- 
oated  the  motion  of  Mr.  White.  He  enlarged 
on  the  pemioious  consequences  that  may  be  ex- 
pected to  flow  from  the  interferenoe  of  OcHt> 
gress ;  he  pointed  ont  the  effects  which  had  re- 
sulted from  the  interposition  of  tiie  Quakers,  by 
which  the  prospects  of  tbe  Southern  States  in 
slaves  had  been  rendered  vMy  precarious — and 
if  Congreta  ahonld  adopt  the  report  aa  it  standi 
the  ooDseqoences  woidd  be  pemioiom  in  tbe 
highest  degree.  The  negro  property  will  be 
annihilat«d.  The  emancipation  of  slaves  will 
be  e%cted  in  time,  it  ought  to  be  a  gradoal 
bu^nese;  bnt  he  hoped  that  Congress  wonld 
not,  to  graiJtf  people  who  never  had  been 
friendly  to  the  independence  of  America,  pred- 
pltat«  the  bnsineas  to  the  great  ii^nry  of  tbe 
Bonthem  States. 

Mr.  BuBKK  entered  into  a  very  exteiuiTe  con- 
sideration of  the  ealjject.  He  gave  an  aooonnt 
of  the  humane  treatment  which  tbe  slaves  of 
the  SoDtherD  States  received,  their  habitation^ 
funiliee,  children,  privileges.  Sen.  He  then 
showed  that  their  emancipation  would  tend 
to  make  them  wretched  in  the  highest  d^ree^ 
He  animadverted  with  great  freedom  on  the 

Sast  and  present  conduct  of  the  (fakers.  He 
anied  that  they  were  the  friends  of  freedom ; 
he  said,  that  during  the  late  war,  they  were  &xt 
bringing  this  country  under  a  fbrei^  yoke; 
they  descended  to  the  character  of  spies ;  they 
supplied  the  enemy  with  provisions ;  they  were 
guiaee  and  conductors  to  their  armies;  and 
whenever  the  American  army  oame  into  their 
neighborhood,  they  found  Uiemselves  in  an 
enemy's  country.  Mr.  Bttskb  was  proceeding 
in  this  strain,  when  be  was  intermpted  by  be- 
ing called  to  order.  A  wann  alt«roation  en- 
sued, and  in  the  midst  Of  it,  a  motion  waa  made 
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Hut  the  eiHiiniHtee  rioet  Thismotioii  wm  negft- 
tlTed,  and  Ur.  Biibxi  added  a  fbw  more  ob- 
NTTatioiia  OS  the  iqjDitiM  of  the  meuoro  of 
intarftrenoe,  aa  it  nq»aoted  the  pn^tert}'  of  the 
Sootbern  StalM. 

Ur.  Buns  (of  Sooth  Oandiiu)  aaid  he  lament- 
ed mnoh  that  this  sabjeot  had  been  broo^t 
before  the  Howe ;  t£it  be  had  d^reoeted 
H  frcm  the  begtamiiig,  beoaoM  he  foraaaw 
that  it  would  prodnoe  a  verf       '        ■  "" 


who  oonld  not  vieir,  wttbont  anziei^,  uaj  in- 
terfbrenoe  in  it  on  Uke  part  of  Oongreaa.  He 
lanarked,  that  as  tbej  were  resolved  into  a 
Oominittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  powers  at  Ooo- 
greK  respeotlng  slaTerj  and  the  sISTe  trade,  In 
Oonseqaenoe  oF  owtaia  memoriala  frtmUie  pe«>- 
ple  oalled  Qnakers  and  the  PenosrlTania  Smdel; 
ibr  the  abolition  of  elaTerj,  the  whole  sol^eat, 
aa  wdl  as  the  contents  of  these  meniMteli^  was 
nnder  oonsideratioD.  He  shovld  ther^HV  enter 
into  the  bnaineaB  at  la^e^  artd  (rffer  some  oon- 
ments  on  the  contents  d^  the  moncniaL 

The  memorial  from  the  Qnakers  contained,  in 
bb  opinion,  a  vetj  indecent  attaok  aa  the  cnar- 
aoter  of  those  States  which  possess  daves.  It 
reprobates  slavery  as  bringing  dowji  r^roaoh 
'  aa  the  Sontheni  States,  and  eipotiatae  on  the 
detestation  doe  to  the  Uoentions  wiokedneae  ot 
tii6  African  tr^e,  and  the  inhamsa  tTralin; 
and  bloodKoiltinesi  inseparable  &om  iL  He 
oonld  not  bnt  oonddw  it  as  oalonlated  to  fix  a 
stigma  of  the  blackest  nature  on  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  to  rqiresent,  and  to  hold  its  dti- 
zena  ap  to  nnblio  view  as  men  divested  of  ever? 
principle  oi  honor  and  hnmanit;.  Oontdduing 
it  in  that  light,  fae  felt  it  inonmbent  on  him  not 
(ndj  to  refiite  those  atrodoos  calomniea,  bat  to 
resent  the  improper  langoage  made  use  of  hj 
the  memorialists.    Befin«  he  entered  into  the 


over  Hkem.  If  these  were  reallj^  thor 
entt  why  did  they  not  abide  by  tbemt 
Why  did  thej  not  leave  that,  which  Ui^caQ 
Qod's  work,  to  be  managed  by  himMiIff  Those 
piindplee  alioald  instruct  them  to  wait  with 
patience  and  hnmllity  for  the  event  of  all  pnb- 
lie  measnrea^  and  to  reocdve  that  event  as  the 
IMvine  will  Th«r  eondnet  on  this  oceastm 
pcoved  tliat  they  did  not  believe  what  tbey 
professed,  ot  that  the  j  had  not  virtne  enongfa 
to  practise  what  they  believed..  Did  they  mean 
to  rob  tite  Abniglity  of  what  th^  call  bis  pre- 
rogativef  And  were  thej  not  parti^  miniaten 
of  their  own  acknowledged  prim^ptes  !  It  vai 
diffioolt  to.  credit  tbedr  pretended  somples ;  be- 
cause, whUe  they  were  exclaiming  against  the 
Mammon  at  thk  world,  they  are  hmUin^  after 
it  with  a  step  steady  as  time^  and  an  ^ipcAile 
keen  as  the  grave. 
The  nMmorial  from  the  FnmsylTsnia  Bcme^ 


any  class  of  n 
Ugions  prinoipte&  and  offidonslj  oame  forward 
In  a  bosiDesg  with  which  they  bad  no  oonoem, 
and  attfflnpted  to  dictate  to  Oongreas,  he  oo^d 
not  ascribe  th^  conduct  to  any  other  cause  bnt 
to  an  iutoterant  spirit  of  persecntion.    This  ap- 

Cdmi  came  witb  the  worst  grace  possible 
the  Qnaketa,  who  profewed  never  to  in- 
termeddle in  pcdidcs,  bat  to  snbmit  qnietly  to 
the  laws  (^  tho  conntry. 

He  had  met  with  a  pablkntkNi  which 
not  in  the  year  1775,  (at  a  period  when  the 
sflUrs  at  America  were  in  a  very  desponc" 
ntoaticm,)  entitled  "TheandentTeatimcmy 
^tndidesoftbeQnakera."  It  set  forth  that  their 
leli^ons  prindples  restrained  them  from  ha'ring 
mr  hand  or  ccmnivanoe  In  setting  op  and  pnt- 
tiiu  down  kings  and  governments;  that  this  was 
flod's  pecolisr  prerogative  for  causes  best  known 
to  hhnself ;  that  it  was  not  th«ir  bnaness  to  ' 
bnybodies  above  their  statitms.  hot  only 
pny  &»■  the  King  and  t^tj  of  their  nation, 
that  they  migjkt  live  a  qniet  and  peaceable  lif^ 
■Oder  the  QovenuftNit  wUdi  Ood  waa  pleasea 


slaves,  and  the  K^rt  of  the  committee  ap- 
peared to  hoidont  the  idqa  that  Oongren  mipu 
exerdse  the  power  ot  eaaaoipatii>g  after  the 
year  1808:  for  it  is  s^  that  Ooi^reas  oonld 
not  Mnancipata  slavea  prior  to  that  period.  He 
remarked,  that  either  the  power  ol  manomis- 
rion  still  remuned  with  the  several  Btalo^  or 
it  was  eiclnsivdy  vested  In  Oongreas ;  for  no 
(Hie  vonld  contend  that  sach  a  power  woold  be 
ooncnirent  in  tbc  several  States  and  the  United 
States.  Ht  then  showed  that  the  State  Gov- 
ernments clearly  lettised  aS  the  rights  of  sove- 
reignty which  they  had  before  the  eotabBah- 
ment  of  the  oonstitDtion,  nnlees  tbey  were  ex- 
olonvely  delegated  to  the  United  States;  and 
this  conld  only  exist  where  the  Onwistitiitioa 
granted,  in  express  terms,  an  exclnsive  author- 
ity to  the  Unifm,  or  where  it  granted  in  one  in- 
stance an  aathori^  to  the  Union,  sod  in  an- 
othw  prohibited  the  States  from  exenusing  the 
like  authority,  or  where  it  grant«d  an  authority 
to  the  Union,  to  which  a  nmil^  aathcrity  in 
the  States  would  be  repugnant. 

He  apphed  these  prindples  to  the  case  in 
question;  and  asked,  whether  the  ocmatitiitlaii 
had,  in  eiprew  t^rma,  vested  the  Oongreas  with 
the  power  of  manmnission  I  Or  whether  it  re- 
strahied  the  Btates  from  eierdaing  that  power  t 
Or  whether  there  was  any  anthtniliy  giTon  to 
the  Union,  with  wMoh  the  exercise  Of  this  right 
by  any  State  would  be  inconnstentt  If  theae 
qnestions  were  answered  in  the  negative,  it 
followed  that  Oongreas  had  not  an  exclnaive 
right  to  the  power  of  manmnission.  Had  it  a 
cMicnrrent  rig^t  with  the  States?  No  gentle- 
man would  assert  it,  becaose  the  abeordity  waa 
obvioDh  For  a  8t^  regulation  on  the  aatgject 
mi^ht  differ  from  a  Federal  regnlatioa ;  in 
which  case  one  or  the  other  moat  give  w^. 
As  the  laws  of  the  United  States  were  para- 
monnt  to  those  of  the  individaal  Slatea,  the 
Fednat  regnlatioos  would  abrogate  those  of  the 
States,  eonseqnently  the  States  wonld  thus  be 
divested  of  a  power  which  it  was  evident  tiiey 
now  bad,  ana  might  exertaae  whawver  tbof 
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thought  proper.  Bot  admitting  that  OcmgreM 
had  oatbori^  to  maiiamit  th«  alavee  in  Amer- 
ica, Ad  irer«  diiposed  to  ezerdM  it,  would  the 
Bontliem  Statee  aoqnieaoe  in  loob  a  meamire 
irithoDt  a  Btrnggje  t  Woold  the  dtizena  of  that 
,  oountij  tamely  suffer  their  property  to  be  torn 
from  them  t  Wonld  even  the  dtizeiu  of  the 
other  States,  irhich  did  not  poeeees  this  pro- 
perty, desire  to  have  all  the  b18t«b  let  loose 
opon  themt  Wonld  not  saoh  a  step  be  in- 
jnrioos  even  to  the  slaves  themselves )  It  waa 
well  known  that  they  were  an  indolent  people, 
improTident,  averse  to  labor:  when  emanoi- 
pated,  they  wonld  ^ther  starve  or  plander. 
Nothing  waa  a  stronger  proof  of  the  absnrditj 
of  emandpation  than  the  nadital  schemes  whi&b 
thofne&OB  to  themeasnre  hadsnggested;  one 
was,  to  ahip  them  ont  of  the  ooontry,  and  oolo- 
niie  them  m  some  foreign  region.  This  plan 
admitted  that  it  would  be  dangeroos  to  retain 
them  within  the  United  St«t«a  after  they  were 
mannmitted :  but  surely  it  wonld  be  inoonriat- 
mt  with  hmnanity  to  banish  these  people  to  a, 
ronote  conntry,  and  to  eipel  them  from  their 
naliTe  soil,  and  from  plaoee  to  which  they  had 
a  local  attachment  It  wonld  be  no  lees  repug- 
nant to  the  prinoiplee  of  freedom,  not  to  allow 
than  to  rem^  here,  if  they  desired  it.     IIow 


oonntiy  t  Thus  did  tiie  sdvocotee  for 
patitm  achnowledge  that  the  bladka,  when  liber- 
ated, ODght  not  to  remain  here  to  atain  the 
Mood  of  the  whites  by  a  miitore  of  the  races. 

Another  plan  was  to  liberate  all  those  who 
aboold  be  bom  after  a  certain  limited  period. 
Such  a  scheme  would  produce  this  very  eitra- 
drdionry  phenomenon,  that  the  mother  woold  be 
•  slave  and  her  child  would  be  free.  These  young 
emoncnpated  negroee,  by  assodatjng  with  their 
tmslaved  parents,  wonld  participate  in  all  the  de- 
nts which  slavwy  is  said  to  occasion. 


t  frieads  to  the  blacks 
kept  them  at  a  distance,  and  i^eoted  all  iivter- 
coorae  with  them.  Could  aoy  instance  be  quoted 
of  their  intermarrying;  the  Quakers  asserted 
that  nature  made  all  men  equal,  aod  that  the 
^feenoe  of  <v4(ir  ahonld  not  plaoe  ne^iToes 
a  worse  footing  in  society  than  the  whit«sj  1 
had  any  of  them  ever  married  a  negro,  or  would 
any  of  them  suffer  their  claldren  to  mix  their 
blood  with  that  of  a  black !  They  wonld  view 
with  abhorrenoe  such  an  aUiance. 

ICr.  S.  tiien  read  some  extracts  from  Hr, 
JefGarson's  Notes  (m  Virginia,  proving  that 
iM^IFoea  were  by  nature  an  inferior  race  of 
bemgB ;  and  that  the  whites  would  always  feel 
a  Homgnance  at  mixing  their  blood  witii  that 
ef  ue  blacks..  Thus,  he  proceeded,  that  ttr 
qiectaUe  author,  who  was  deeiroos  of  counto- 
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naneing  emancipation,  was,  on  a  oonsideration 
of  the  subject,  ioduced  candidly  to  svow  that 
the  difflonfties  appeared  insannonotable.  The 
friends  to  manomissioa  had  said,  that  by  pro- 
hibiting the  Either  importatioD  of  slaves,  and 
by  liberating  those  bom  after  a  certain  period, 
a  gn^ual  emancipBtion  might  take  place,  and 
that  in  process  oi  time  the  very  color  would  be 
ixtinot,  and  there  woold  be  none  imt  whites. 
le  was  at  a  loss  to  learn  how  that  consequence 
would  result.  If  the  blacks  did  not  intermarry 
with  the  whites,  they  would  remtun  black  to 
the  end  of  lime ;  for  it  was  not  contended  that 
liberating  them  would  whitewash  them ;  if  th^ 
would  intermanj  with  the  whites,  then  the 
white  race  would  be  extinct,  and  the  Ametioan 
people  would  be  all  of  the  mulatto  breed.  Ld 
whatever  light,  therefore,  the  subject  was  view- 
ed, the  foUy  of  emancipation  was  manifest. 
He  trusted  these  oonsiderationB  would  prevent 
any  Airther  application  to  Congress  on  this 
point,  and  would  so  far  have  weight  witii  the 
committee  as  to  r^eot  the  clause  sltogelber,  or 
at  least  to  declare,  in  plun  terms,  that  Oon- 
greas  has  no  rif^t  whatever  to  manumit  the 
Saves  vf  this  country. 

YarioQS  ol^ections,  said  he,  had  at  different 
times  been  sliced  against  the  abominable  prao- 
tica,  as  it  had  been  called,  of  one  man  exeroiring 
dominion  over  another;  butslsvery  waanonew 
thing  in  the  wco'ld.  The  Romans,  the  Greeks, 
and  other  nations  of  antiquity,  held  slaves  at 
the  time  Christianity  first  dawned  on  society, 
and  the  professors  of  its  mild  doctrines  never 
preached  agunst  it.  [Here  Mr.  S.  read  a  qnota> 
tion  from  the  Roman  and  Qredan  History,  and 
irom  some  scooonts  of  the  government  and 
manners  of  the  people  of  Africa,  before  they 
lud  any  knowle^e  of  the  African  traders^  from 
which  it  appeared  that  slavery  was  not  disap- 
proved of  by  the  Apostles  when  they  went 
about  diffusiug  the  principles  of  Christianity; 
and  that  it  waa  not  owing  to  the  African  trade, 
as  had  been  sliced,  that  the  people  of  Africa 
made  war  on  ea^  other.] 

Another  objection  s^ainrt  slavery  wai  that  ' 
the  number  of  slaves  in  the  Sonthem  States 
weakened  that  part  of  the  Union,  and  in  case 
of  invasion  would  require  a  greater  force  to 
protect  it.  Negroes,  it  was  said,  would  not  fl^t; 
but  he  would  ask  whether  it  was  owing  to  tbeir 
being  black  or  to  their  being  slaves !  if  to  their 
being  black,  then  unquestionably  emancipating 
them  would  not  rranedy  the  evil,  for  they  wonU 
still  remain  black ;  if  it  was  owing  to  their 
being  slaves,  he  denied  the  position ;  for  it  waa 
an  nndenisble  truth,  that  in  many  countriei 
staves  made  eicellect  soldiers.  In  Russia,  Hun- 
gary, Poland,  paaaaots  were  alavee,  and  yet 
were  brave  troops.  In  Scodand,  not  many 
years  ago,  the  Highland  peflsanta  were  absolnta 
slaves  to  their  lairds,  and  tbey  were  renowned 
for  their  bravery.  The  Turks  were  as  mndi 
enslaved  as  the  negroee — their  property  and 
lives  were  at  the  absolute  disposal  of  the  Snltan, 
yet  they  fonght  with  undaunted  oonragSi.  liaaj 
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Oder  inetonoeB  mi^t  be  quoted,  bat  thooe 
irould  mffloe  to  raftite  the  taot.  Hod  experieoce 
proved  that  the  negroes  would  not  make  good 
soldien  t  He  did  not  aswrt  thit  thoj  would, 
but  the;  had  nerer  been  tried ;  disoipline  was 
everj  thing ;  white  militia  made  bnt  indifferent 
•oldiera  before  the;  wme  disciplined.  It  was 
wdl  known  that  aooording  to  the  present  art  of 
war,  a  soldier  wag  a  mere  machine,  tmA  he  did 
not  aee  why  a  black  machine  was  not  as  good 
aa  a  whit«  one ;  in  one  reepect  the  hlack  troops 
vonld  have  the  advantage  In  appeuiog  more 
horrible  in  the  eyes  of  the  enemy.  Bnt  admit- 
ting that  they  woold  not  fight,  to  what  would 
tbe  arpiment  lead)  Ucdoubtedlj  to  show  that 
the  Qnakers,  Moravians,  and  all  the  non-resiat- 
ing  and  non-fighting  eecta,  oonatitut«  the  weak- 
nesa  of  the  oonntry.  Did  they  contribute  to 
ttrengthen  the  ooontry  ag^et  inraaion  by  ataf - 
log  at  hoqe  and  Joining  the  invader  sa  lOOn  as 
he  wai  Hacoeeafbl!  Bnt  they  fbmished  money, 
be  ahonid  be  told,  and  pud  snbetjtntes;  and 
did  not  the  slave*,  hj  increadnz  the  SKricalture 
«f  the  ooontij,  ud  to  its  wealth,  and  thereby 
Inoreaae  ita  atrecgthl  Did  they  not  moreover 
perform  many  laborious  eervicee  in  the  camp 
and  in  tbe  Keld,  assist  in  traoaporting  baggage, 
convajing  artillery,  throwiog  up  fortificanons, 
^aod  thus  inoreaae  the  numbers  in  the  ranks  by 
■applying  their  places  in  these  services?  Nor 
was  it  nooesMry  that  every  part  of  the  empire 
should  fnrniah  fighting  men ;  one  part  sapplied 
men,  another  money ;  one  part  was  strong  in 
popnlation,  another  in  valuable  exports,  which 
added  to  the  opnlenoe  of  the  whole.  Great 
Britdn  obtained  no  soldiers  from  her  East  snd 
West  India  settiements,  were  they  therefore 
naelesB?     She  waa  obliged  to  send  troops  to 

Ecit«ot  tiiom,  but  their  valuable  trade  furnished 
r  with  means  of  paying  those  troops. 

Another  objection  was  that  the  pnblio  opinion 
was  against  slavery.  How  did  that  appear? 
Were  there  any  petitions  on  the  subject  except' 
ing  that  from  the  Pennsylvania  Society  and  a 
few  Quakers?  And  were  they  to^ndge  for  the 
whole  Continent?  Were  the  oitizens  of  the 
Kortbern  tai  SaBtara  8tat«e  to  dictate  to  Oon- 
gress  on  a  measure  in  which  the  Southern  States 
were  so  deeply  interestedt  There  wen 
petdtions  egnimit  slavery  from  the  Southern 
Statw,  and  they  were  the  only  proper  judges  of 
what  was  for  their  interest.  The  toleratic 
slavery  in  the  severd  Statm  was  a  matt 
iptemal  regalation  and  policy,  in  which  each 
Btate  had  a  right  to  do  as  she  pleased^  and  no 
other  State  had  any  right  to  intermeddle  with 
her  policy  07  laws.  If  the  citisens  of  the 
Northern  States  were  displeased  with  the  tolera- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  Sonthem  States,  the  lat- 
ter were  eqaaJly  disgusted  with  some  things 
t<deTat«d  in  the  former. 

He  had  mentioned  <m  a  former  occanoi 
dangerous  t^iets  and  pemicions  practices  of  tbe 
sect  of  Shaking  Quakers,  who  preached  against 
matrimony,  and  whose  doctrine  and  example, 
if  tiiej  prevailed,  would  either  depopulate  the 
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United  States,  or  peofJe  it  with  a  f^nrioos  raoeu 
However  the  people  of  South  Carolina  repro- 
bated the  gross  and  immoral  conduct  of  these 
Shakers,  they  had  not  petitioned  Congress  to 
expel  them  from  the  Continent,  thongh  they 
thought  snoh  a  meaaare  would  be  servicealde 
to  tbe  United  States. 


theatrical  representations,  deeming  tl 

improper ;  bnt  they  did  not  trouble  OongreM 

with  an  application  to  abolish  them  in  New 

Tork  and  Philadelphia.    The  Southern  citizens 

might  also  consider  the  toleration  of  Qnakera 

as  an  ii^nry  to  the  community,  because  in  time 

of  war  they  wonid  not  defend  their  conntry 

from  the  enemy,  and  in  time  of  peace  they  were 

interfering  In  the  concerns  of  others,  and  doing 

reiy  thing  in  their  power  to  etcit«  the  slavee 

I  the  Sonthem  St^ee  to  insurrection;  not- 

ithstonding  wbioh,  the  people  of  those  States 

had  not  required  the  osnstanoe  of  Congress  to 

exterminate  the  Quakers. 

But  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  this 
sqneamishnass  was  very  extraordinary  at  this 
time.  The  Northern  States  knew  that  tbe 
Sonthem  States  had  slaves  before  they  confed- 
erated with  them. '  If  they  had  sudt  an  ab- 
horrence for  slavety,  why,  sud  Ur.  S.,  did  they 
not  oast  us  off  and  reject  our  alliance  I  The 
tmth  was,  that  the  beet  informed  part  of  the 
oitJEens  of  the  Northern  StatM  knew  that  slav- 
ery was  BO  ingrafted  into  the  policy  of  tha 
Southern  States,  that  it  oonld  not  he  eradicated 
without  tearing  ap  by  the  roots  their  happi- 
ness, tranquillity,  and  prosperity ;  that  VC  it 
were  an  evil,  it  was  one  ibr  which  there  was  no 
remedy,  and  theref(H«,  like  wise  men,  they  ac- 

tesoed  in  it.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  knew 
t  the  Quaker  doctrines  had  taken  such  deep 
root  in  some  of  the  States,  that  all  resistance 
to  them  mnst  be  useless ;  we  therefore  made  a 
compromise  on  both  sides — we  took  each  other, 
with  our  mutnal  bad  habits  and  respective  evils, 
fiw  better,  for  worse ;  the  Northern  States 
adopted  OS  with  our  slaves,  and  we  adopted 
them  with  their  Qnakers.  There  was  then  an 
implied  compact  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  people  that  no  step  should  be  taken 
to  ii^nre  the  property  of  the  latter,  or  to  dis- 
turb their  tronqniBi^.  It  was  therefore  with 
great  pain  that  he  viewed  tbe  anxiety  of  some 
of  the  members  to  pay  such  nnooramou  reBi>ect 
to  the  memorialists,  as  even  to  set  aside  the 
common  rules  of  proceedfaig,  and  attempt  to 
oonunit  the  memorials  the  very  day  they  were 
presented,  though  the  Southern  members  bad 
solicited  onadayg  delay.  Such  proceedings  bad 
justly  raised  an  alarm  in  the  minds  of  himself 
and  hjs  Southern  colleagues ;  and  feeling  that 
alsnn,  they  wontd  have  acted  a  dishonorable 
part  to  their  oonstitoents  had  they  not  eipress- 
ed  themselves  with  that  warmth  and  solicitnde 
which  some  gentlemen  had  disapproved. 

A  proper  consideration  of  this  basineas  moat 
convince  every  candid  mind  that  emancipation 
would  be  attended  with  one  <x  other  of  these 
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I :  either  that  a  mixture  of  the  racea 
would  dogenerate  the  whiUe,  withoat  improving 
be  blacks,  or  that  it  would  create  two  separate 
claBBea  of  people  in  the  oommanitj,  inrolved  in 
invetent«  hostility,  which  would  tenoinate  in' 
the  nusBscre  and  extirpation  of  one  or  the 
tAhor,  as  the  Uoors  were  expelled  from  Bpais, 
and  the  Danes  from  England.  The  negroes 
-would  not  be  benefited  bj  it;  free  negroes 
never  improre  in  talents,  never  grow  rich,  and 
eontiDne  to  aseociate  with  the  people  of  tiidr 
own  eolOT.  Thia  ia  owing  either  to  the  natural 
vreraion  the  whites  eutertun  towards  them, 
and  an  ophuoa  of  tite  saperioritj  of  their  race, 
or  to  the  natural  attaohment  the  blaota  have  to 
those  of  their  own  colw ;  in  either  csee  it  proves 
tbat  they  will,  after  maonmiesiou,  contnnne  a 
diatinot  people,  anA  have  separate  interests. 
The  author  ^r^dj  qnotcd  haa  proved  that  they 
are  an  inferior  raoe  even  to  the  Indiana. 

After  the  last  war,  a  nnmber  of  negroes  which 
had  been  stolen  from  the  Southern  States,  and 
cvried  to  England,  either  quitted  the  perscos 
Who  had  carried  them  there,  or  were  abandon- 
ed bj  them.  Unable  to  provide  for  themselves, 
and  rejected  from  the  sodetj  of  the  oommon 
pet^e  of  England,  thej  were  b^^ing  aboat  the 
■treeta  of  Lcmdon  in  great  nmnbuv  ;  the^  sup- 
plicated csptuns  of  vees^  to  carry  them  back 
to  their  owners  in  America,  preferring  slavery 
titers  to  freedom  in  Englano.  Many  of  them 
w«e  shipped  to  Africa  by  the  humanity  of  the 
TgngliJi,  and  were  either  butchered  or  made 
davee  of  by  their  savage  oonntryiaen,  or  re- 
ddpped  for  sale  to  the  plantations. 

But  some  perarais  have  been  of  opinion,  that 
if  the  farther  importation  of  slaves  coold  be  pro- 
hibited, there  would  be  a  gradual  extinction  of 
the  q>eciea.     Having  shown  the  absurdity  of 


■orditf  and  even  impracticability  of  extending 
it  to  all,  I  shall  say  a  few  words  with  re^;ara 
to  the  extinction.  That  would  be  impossible, 
because  they  increase  ;  to  oocaaion  an  extinc- 
tion, Congress  must  prohibit  all  intercourse 
between  the  sexes ;  this  wonld  be  an  act  of 
hmnanity  they  woold  not  thank  us  for, 
would  they  be  persuaded  that  it  was  for  their 
own  good ;  or  Congress  must,  like  Herod,  order 
an  the  children  to  be  put  to  death  as  soon  as 
boRi.  If^  then,  nothing  bnt  evil  would  result 
from  emancipation,  under  the  existing  circom- 
Manoes  of  the  country,  why  should  Congress  stir 
at  aU  in  the  bumness,  or  give  any  countenance 
to  such  dangerous  applications  ?  We  have  been 
toid  that  the  Government  ought  to  manifest  a 
dispoeitioa  inimical  to  this  practice  which  the 
pe(q>le  reprobate.  If  some  citizens,  from  mis- 
inAmnation  and  ignorance,  have  imbibed  pre- 
jodioee  agAinat  the  Bontheni  States,  if  ill-inten- 
tiotied  anthers  have  related  false  facts,  and  grosti 
misrepresentations  tending  to  traduce  the  char- 
Kter  of  a  whole  State,  and  to  mislead  the  oiti- 
■ens  of  other  States,  is  that  a  sufficient  rea- 
•on  why  a  large  territory  is  to  be  depopulated, 


merely  to  gratify  the  wish  of  some  misinformed 
indiridnals!  But  what  have  the  citJEenaof  the 
otherStatea  to  do  with  onrslaves?  Have  they 
any  right  to  interfere  with  our  intern^  policy ) 

This  is  not  an  object  of  general  conoern,  f6r  I 
have  already  proved  that  it  does  not  weaken  the 
Union ;  bnt  admit  that  it  did,  will  the  abolition 
of  slavery  straigthen  Sontb  Carolina  I  It  can 
only  be  cultivated  by  slaves;  the  climate,  the 
nature  of  the  boU,  ancient  habits,  fcvbid  the 
whiles  from  performing  the  labor.  Experience 
convinces  us  of  the  tmOi  of  this.  Great  Britain 
made  every  attempt  to  settle  Geoivia  by  whites 
alone,  and  failed,  and  was  oompeUed  at  length 
to  introduce  slaves ;  after  which  that  State  in- 
creased very  rapidly  in'  opulence  and  impor- 
tance. If  the  slaves  are  emancipated,  they  will 
■emain  in  that  country ;  remove  the  culti- 
vators of  the  BoU,  and  the  whole  of  the  low 
country,  all  the  fertile  rice  and  indigo  swamps 
will  be  deserted,  and  become  a  wilderness. 
What,  then,  bawmee  of  its  strength !  Will  such 
a  scheme  increase  it  ?  Instead  of  increanng  the 
population  of  the  whites,  there  will  be  no  whitee 
at  aU.  If  the  low  ooontry  is  deserted,  where 
will  be  the  oommeroe,  the  valuable  exports  of 
that  conntiT,  the  large  revenue  rdsed  from  its 
imports  and  frum  the  consumption  of  the  rich 
planters?  In  a  short  time,  tne  Northern  and 
Easl«ii  States  will  supply  us  with  their  manu- 
factures ;  if  yondepopulatetherichlow  country 
of  South  Oarolina  and  Qeoi^a,  you  will  give  uB  - 
a  blow  which  will  immediately  recoil  on  yoQr- 
selvea.  Suppose  there  are  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  slaves  in  those  States,  which  re- 
quire annually  five  yards  of  cloth  each,  making 
seven  hundred  thousand  yards  at  half  a  dollar 
a  yard,  this  makes  three  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  beades  the  articles  of  linen, 
fiannal,  Osuaburgh,  blankets,  molassee,  sugar, 
aad  rum,  fur  the  nse  of  the  negroes;  now, 
either  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  will  supply 
OS  with  all  these  articles,  or  they  will  receive 
the  benefit  of  the  impost  on  them  if  they  are 
imported  from  (breign  countries.  Without  the 
rice  swamps  of  Carolina,  Charleston  would  de- 
cay, BO  would  the  commerce  of  that  city  ;  this 
would  imure  the  back  oomitry.  If  you  injure 
the  Southern  States,  the  iqlury  would  reach  our 
Forthem  and  Eastern  brethren ;  for  the  States 
are  links  of  one  chtun  ;  if  we  break  one,  the 
whole  most  &I1  to  pieces.  Thus  it  is  manifest, 
that  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  our  agri- 
culture will  our  wealth  be  increased;  the  in- 
crease of  which  will  augment  that  of  our  rister 
States,  which  will  either  supply  us  with  their 
commodities,  or  raise  a  large  revenue  upon  us,  or 
be  the  carriers  of  our  produce  to  foreif^  markets. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  tolcmtion  of  slaverj' 
brings  down  reproach  on  America.  It  only 
brings  reproach  on  those  who  tolerate  it,  and 
we  are  ready  to  bear  our  share.  We  know  that 
none  but  prejudiced  and  unoanUid  persons,  who 
have  hastily  considered  the  autject,  and  are 
ignorant  of  the  real  situation  of  the  Southern 
States,  throw  out    these  insbnations.       We 
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firandslaverj  ingrdtedinthsTeTT'poUoy  of  tha 
eoontiy  wboi  w«  verc  bofD,  and  we  are  p«r- 
nftd«dof  theliii]Mdi^of  remoTiugit;  if  It  be 
ft  moral  evil,  it  U  Uke  manf  othen  wfaioh  ezitt 
In  all  dvUlied  oomdriea,  and  wMoh  the  world 
qnietlj  mbinit  to.  Homauitj  hta  been  a  topio 
of  deoUnudion  ou  this  tmbJeoC :  that  sentiment 
ha*  difibrent  operations  on  difiereot  Individiuds, 
and  lie  bad  it  in  his  power  to  ahow,  that  hn- 
nmilT  flnt  gare  origin  to  the  b^oaportatiOD  of 
davM  from  Afiioainto  America.  Barthobmete 
d*  lai  Caiaif  Biahop  of  Ohiapa,  a  Spaniard  re- 
■owned  for  his  himuuitj  and  Tirtoea,  in  order  to 
MTA  the  Indiana  in  Booth  America  irom  alarerr, 
piwtSiei  on  hia  numaroh  to  inbetitDte  AMoani^ 
which  were  oooordinf^  purchased  on  the  ooaat 
of  AfHctk  and  Bhii:^)ed  to  the  ^woiah  ooloniea 
to  W(nl  m  the  minea :  this  ^tpearsin  Sebert- 
•m'l  Bktorv  t^Amtrita,  whitdi  Mr.  S.  quoted. 
At  this  Aaj,  the  Bpuiiarde  ^Te  conaideraUe  en- 
oonraffement  to  the  transportation  of  ilaTea  into 
th^  lalaoda.  Ur.  &  read  tiie  ediot  &»-  that 
pnrpoaa. 

Another  oMectiou  i^  that  dAveryvitiateeand 
debaaea  the  mind  of  the  owner  of  thla  sort  of 
propertj.  Where,  he  asked,  is  the  proof  of  tiiis 
all^^onf  Do  the  dtizens  of  the  Sonthem 
States  exhibit  more  ferociooanesB  in  their  man- 
ners, more  barbsritj  in  their  dispositions,  tlian 
those  of  the  other  Btates!  Are  crimee  more 
frequently  committed  there  f  A  proof  of  the 
abiurdlty  of  this  cbaige  msj  be  found  in  tbe 
writings  of  those  who  wiah  to  disseminate  this 
miscblevoQg  idea,  and  jet,  in  their  relatjong  of 
&ot8,  they  tbemaelvas  oontradiot  it  They  lay 
down  general  prinoiplea,  which  they  take  upon 
credit  from  otbere,  or  wtioh  they  pabUsh  with 
fliTUHter  views,  and  when  they  enter  into  a  detail 
of  the  history  of  those  States,  they  overset  their 
own  doctrines.  Thna,  one  writer  tells  as,  that 
the  Sontbem  citizen,  who  is  edncated  in  prin- 
ciples of  sQperiority  to  the  slaves  which  snr- 
roond  him,  has  no  idea  of  govenmient,  obedi- 
ence, and  good  order,  till  he  minglea  with  the 
hardy  ana  free-spirited  yeomanry  of  the  North, 
anduiat  after  ni'^ing  with  them,  he  will  retnm 
home  with  his  mind  more  enlaJged,  his  views 
more  liberalized,  and  his  affections  rectified,  and 
he  becomes  a  more  generous  fHaud  to  the  rights 
of  hmnan  nature.  But  hear  what  the  Eaatem 
traveller  is  to  learn  by  vifatiog  the  enslaved  re- 
gions of  the  Sonth.  He  will  see,  says  the  same 
writer,  Immediately  after,  indnstry  crowned  with 
itf  nenoe,  independence,  hospitality,  liberality  of 
manners ;  and^  notwithstanding  the  prevalence 
of  domestic  slavery,  he  will  find  tne  noblest 
sentiments  of  freedom  and  independence  topre- 
dominote  ;  he  will  extol  their  enterprise,  art, 
and  ingennity,  and  will  reflect  that  nature  is 
wise,  and  that  Providence  in  the  distribution  of 
its  &vor8  is  not  capricious.  Take  another  strik- 
iiig  instance  of  this  contradiction  from  Jforse's 
fraphy.      He  saya,  that  there 


slaves  tnan  free  pi 


a  in  South  Oorolina,  and 


mentions  the  mischievous  inflnence  of  slavery 
1  their  manners,  which,  he  observes,  by  ex- 


empting them  bvta  the  neoearitj  <^  labor,  IcAda 
to  liuniry,  diseipadoii,  and  exbavaganoa,  and 
savors  too  much  tS  a  hanf^ty,  npwrilioos  ha- 
havior ;  that  the  inhaUtants  irmt  that  witer- 
priae  and  persaveranoe  which  are  neoeaearf  fir 
the  attainment  of  the  arts  and  scienees ;  th«t 
tbey  have  few  motives  to  enterprise,  and  too 
generally  rest  oont«nted  with  barwy  knowledge 
enonf^  to  transact  the  common  affairs  of  life, 
Now,  for  the  author's  procrfs  :  Oiej  are  ocmtaiK- 
ed  in  these  words : 

"Manr  of  the  inhabitants  spare  no  pains  tiot 
expense  la  giving  the  higjieet  polish  <rf  ednaatio& 
to  thefr  children  1  literatnrehasbegnntofloniiah 
«noe  the  peace ;  several  flowidiBig  aoodemies 
and  eollegea  have  been  eetabUshed;  the  ladies 
have  an  engaging  sofhieas  and  deHoacr  in  thdr 
moaners ;  tneatncal  MchiMtJons  hare  been  pro- 
hibited by  law ;  gaming  of  all  kinds  is  more  dia- 
conntenanoed  than  In  any  of  the  Bonthem  Btatea: 
all  denomlnatloiu  of  r^i^on  ere  on  on  equal 
footing ;  oommeroe  is  flourishing ;  eoonomy  ii 
beoombg  more  bshiooable,  and  sdenee  begin 
to  spread  her  salutary  influenoe  among  &a 

Bnt  was  Sonth  Oarolina,  at  tbe  oommenoe- 
ment  of  the  war,  with  all  her  slaves,  backward 
in  her  resistance  to  Great  Britun  I  View  the 
conduct  of  her  oitisuis,  their  zeal  and  ardor  in 
the  cause  of  liberty  ;  their  labor  at  Fort  Solli- 
van.  Are  orimee  more  frequent  in  that  oountiy 
than  in  the  other  States  I  Are  there  more  ex- 
ecntioDS  t  I  believe  there  have  been  as  ftw  as 
in  any  part  of  the  Continent,  and  those  whioh 
bare  token  ploce  have  been  generolly  of  emi< 
grant  oonvicts,  or  Aigitive  wheel-barraw  men ; 
he  wonld  be  bold  to  aaert  that  in  no  Stat«  on 
the  Oontinent  is  there  more  order,  sobrietv,  and 
obedienoe  to  good  government ;  more  industry 
and  frogslity;  nor  is  there  ooy  trace  of  the 
influenoe  of  davery  on  the  character  of  her 
citizens. 

The  French,  ao  &r  from  curbing  and  eramp- 
ing  the  African  trade  with  needless  regolaticmsj 
give  large  premiimis  upon  every  negro  landed 
on  their  islands  ;  in  some  instances  as  maoh  as 
two  hundred  livreo  per  head.  Is  that  nation 
more  debased  thon  others!  Are  they  not  a 
polished  people,  sennble  of  the  rights  trf  man- 
Mn^  ond  octnoted  by  proper  sentimeats  of  bn- 
manity  t  The  Spaniards  encourage  davorj ; 
Itiey  are  people  of  the  nicest  honor,  proverbially 
so.  The  Somons  ond  Greeks  hod  slaves,  and 
are  not  their'  glorious  achievements  held  up  as 
extutements  to  great  and  magnanimous  actions  t 
Sparta  teemed  with  slavee  at  the  time  of  her 
greatest  fame  as  a  valiant  Republic  The  Ab- 
solute power  of  the  Laoedffimonians  over  the 
Helotes  is  frequently  spoken  of  by  the  ancient 
writers  ;  tbev  were  not  only  the  slaves  of  tha 
OommMiwealtti,  but  of  every  individual ;  they 
could  not  be  set  at  liberty,  neither  could  they 
be  sold;  hence  arose  a  saying,  that  a  free  man 
at  Bporta  was  most  a  free  man,  and  a  slave  most 

The  system  ot  the  Itomui  policy  with  regard 
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to  fllaTOTj  was  still  more  eevtn.  BlftTes  ware 
Boteromndw  theproteedon<tftbelawi;  Uiey 
w«ra  ooDflidered  u  uinga,  iftC«r 
taertiy  frnu  o^irioe,  imghttorl 
aad  «Ten  mnrder  his  dsve.  If  a  dare  ^d  017 
danu^e  exceeding  hia  nine,  be  was  delivered  to 
the  penoD  iiyared,  who  did  with  him  what  he 
pltaaed.  Tet  theaeaUvea  were  of  the  aame 
eokH-  *B  th^  maatcn,  and  equal  to  them  in 
mental  &cnlliaa ;  many  of  them  were  men  of 
KTsat  learning,  philow^ben,  poets,  fto.  iiatb 
had  been  eaid  ta  fhe  oroel  treatment  of  al&Tee 
ia  the  Wert  Indies  and  the  Boathem  States; 
with  reapeet  to  the  latter,  he  denied  the  foot 
from  enerienee,  and  acciirat«  informatioti,  and 
befiared  in  hi*  ocneoienoe  that  the  ekrea  In 
Sooth  Carolina  were  a  b^^ner  peq^  than  tLe 
lower  order  ol  wMtea  in  manjoonntriee  he  bad 
tinted.  Vitli  re^rd  to  the  West  Indies,  Lord 
£odit0if  and  AdKoirat  Sarrittften  bad  both  de- 
dared,  that  ibaf  bad  ^ot  some  time  in  the 
West  tndie^  and  Qaat  Qiej  bad  nerer  heard  of 
•  negro  being  emellf  treated;  ttutt  they  bod 
<dten  apoken  of  their  bwinneee  in  bi^  terms, 
dedaring  that  thej  sbonla  ntjdoe  exceeding 
tf  the  English  day  laborer  wae  half  as  bsppy. 
Some  have  said  that  slavery  is  nnneoeasaiy; 
K>  &r  from  it,  that  wversl  eseential  manofoo- 
tnres  depended  on  it  Indiso,  coobineal,  and 
vaiioiiB  other  dyeing  tnateriaJs,  which  are  the 
prodooe  ot  the  Weet  Indiee,  oonld  only  be  rais- 
ed hf  alaTee;  the  great  staple  commodities  of 
the  Boadi  wonld  be  aniuhikted  without  the  1a- 
ioe  of  riavea.  It  ia  well  known  that  when 
African  sUtw  were  brought  to  the  ooast  far 
aale,  it  was  cortcunaiy  to  pat  to  death  all  tboee 
who  were  not  scdd ;  the  abolititm  of  the  alaTe 
teade  wonld  theT«ft«e  eanse  the  inaasaore  (tf  the 

lMcnielinode<tf 
motive  to  thia  aboUtion:. 
nmed  that  the  merehanta  wonld  so  far  attend 
to  thor  om  inteiMta  as  to  preserve  the  lives 
and  tbe  health  of  the  slaves  on  the  passage. 
.&I1  voyages  must  be  attended  with  inoonveni- 
eocje*^  and  tboee  from  Africa  to  America  not 
Bwre  than  othere.  As  to  th^  oonfinement  on 
board,  H  was  no  more  1han  neoeasary ;  as  to  the 
■naDnesa  of  epatx  allotted  them,  It  was  more 
than  waa  allotted  to  eotdiera  in  a  camp ;  for  the 
iiiiiapiiiiiiiiiiil  of  onbioal  tii  breathed  by  the 
AMcana,  eompared  with  that  of  soldiers  in  a 
eamp,  was  in  fovor  of  the  former  aa  thirty -to 
■enoteen;  it  was  foil  as  modi  as  was  allotted 
inehipeof  war  to  seamen,  who,  by  the  laws  of 
li^Mwl,  were  frieqiieatly  on  their  return  to 
their  fiuniliee,  after  a  long  and  dangerons  voy- 
age^ seized  by  videnoe,  bnrried  away  by  a  press- 
gang,  and  fbraed  on  another  voyage  more  tedioos 
and  perikne  than  the  first,  to  a  hot  and  sickly 
HWW,  where  several  hnndreda  of  them  ware 
Mowed  aw^  lo  the  hM  of  a  vessel.  In  oases 
ef  dUeobedienoe^  the  obtain  had  a  ri^t,  for 
di^  oStatetB,  to  inflict  on  them  corporal 
pmiidunent  without  the  intervention  of  a  conrt- 
aarCtal,  and  in  otber  cassa  they  are  punishable 


it  transportation  waa  another 
ition;  Dnt  was  It  to  be  pre- 


by  very  severe  laws,  ezecnted  ^  martial  0ODrt% 
ertaldiabed  for  that  porpoee.  The  same  may  be 
obaerved  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  freqneatly 
flogged  severely  for  trifling  oflfenoaa;  instanoea 
have  been  known  of  their  being  pnt  nnd»  the 
core  of  a  surgeon,  after  receiving  a  small  part 
of  the  intended  flagellation,  to  re&t  them  for  the 
remdne. 

Having  thus  removed  the  fbroe  of  the  obser- 
vations  which  have  been  advanced  wainst  the 
toleration  of  slavery  by  a  misgoided  and  mis- 
inibrmed  homanity,  I  shall  only  add,  that  I  die- 
^iDFOve  of  the  whole  of  the  report ;  because  it 
eiwer  states  eome  power  mffloiently  expreaaed 
in  the  oonatitnticHi,  wbidi  is  nnneoessuy,  or  it 
seta  fbrth  scone  power  which  I  am  olear  Con- 
gresB  do  not  possess.  The  concluding  paragraph 
u  an  extraordinary  ona  In  what  mode  are  the 
memorialista  to  be  informed  of  our  hnmaoe 
diqiositiona  t  Are  we  to  send  a  special  ocon- 
n^tee  to  inform  themt  Or  is  the  Bpeaker  to 
write  them  a  letter,  or  the  Sergeantrat-Anns 
with  the  mace  to  wait  on  themt  In  Ehort, 
Mr.  Ohairman,  the  whole  of  this  bndnesa  has 
been  wrong  from  b««inning  to  end,  and  aa  one 
fslse  step  generally  leads  to  others,  so  haa  the 
hasty  commitment  of  these  memorials  involved 
ns  in  all  this  ooofasion  and  embarrasHment.  I 
hope,  therefore,  if  any  ijnd  of  report  is  agreed 
to,  it  will  be  something  like  that  proposed  by 
my  ooUeagne. 

The  oommittee  roee,  and  reported  progress. 

FamAT,  Ifarob  19. 
EtTQH  'WnxuicBOS,  a  member  from  KortL 
Carolina,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Uoiini.T,  Uarob  Sa. 
Subject  qf  SloMry. 
ib.  BomtufOT  sud,  although  he  most  heartily 
approved  of  many  of  the  arguments  and  doe- 
trines  of  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  yet  be 
could  not  go  all  lengths  with  him.  He  thoo^t 
with  him,  that  onr  time  had  been  taken  up,  and 
great  labor  had  been  used  in  srgmnuits  that 
nowise  related  to  the  merits  of  the  qnestioa 
before  the  oommittee,  bnt  he  conld  not  agree 
that  the  clause  in  the  constitution  relating  to 
went  of  power  in  Congress  "to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  snob  persona,  as  any  Of  the 
States  now  exitting  shall  think  proper  to  admits 
to  the  year  1808,  and  anthoritdng  a  tax  or 
3nty  on  snch  importation,  not  exc^ing  ten 
dollars  for  each  person,"  did  not  extend  to 
negro  slaves.  Candor  reqnired  that  he  ahonld 
acknowledge,  that  this  was  the  express  de^ga 
of  the  oonstitntion,  and,  therefore,  Congress 
could  not  interfere  in  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion, or  promoting  the  emancipation  of  them, 
prior  to  that  period.  He  said  he  was  well  in- 
formed that  the  tax  or  dnty  of  ten  dollars  was 
provided  instead  of  the  five  per  cent,  ad  tdto' 
Tern,  and  was  so  expressly  miderstood  by  aH 
parties  in  the  Convenlaon.    That  therefbre  it 
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♦m  tfae'lDtereet'and  duty  of  ConttToaa  to  im- 

rw  this  tax,  or  it  would  not  be  aoing  Jurtiee 
the  States,  or  eqtializiiig  the  duties  through- 
out the  Unicni.  If  tbia  was  oat  doae,  merchaats 
might  bring  their  whole  oapitals  into  this  branch 
of  trade,  and  save  pajiDg  an  j  daties  whatever. 
Hr.  B.  had  hoped  tiiat  the  great  len^ha  to 
which  the  genUeman  from  Pennsjlvaoia  had 
carried  the  argument^  would  have  convinced 
geatlemeQ  in  the  opptMilion  of  the  propriety,  if 
not  the  necessitjof  the  resolntionB  on  the  table. 
Is  it  not  prodent  now,  while  the  design  of  the 
framers  of  the  oonetitation  is  -well  known,  and 
while  the  beat  tnfbrmUlon  can  he  oht^ned,  for 
Oongreaa  to  declare  their  sense  of  it,  on  points 
wbioh  the  gentlemen  say,  involfe  their  great  and 
essential  ^interests,  espeoiallf  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsjlvania  gives  bo  different  a  con- 
etmction  to  it  fl^oi  whet  the  giantleman  trom  the 
Bonthword  thinks  right  t  la  it  not  advantageous 
to  the  Southern  States  to  have  an  explicit  de- 
claration calming  their  fears  and  preventing  nn- 
neoesaary  jealooaea  on  this  snbjeot !  Can  there 
be  any  fonndation  fbr  alarm,  when  Oongresa  ei- 
presalj  declare,  tliatUieyhavenopowerof  inter- 
Krenoe  prior  to  the  vear  1608 )  Bat  gentlemen 
say  they  have  been  charged  witli  impropriety  of 
oondnct,  in  discovering  so  mach  warmth  and 
earnestness,  on  a  aobject:  with  which  their 
dearest  in(«rests  are  so  Intimately  oomiected — 
that  all  men  are  led  by  interest,  and  they  are 
jnstifled  In  paraning  the  same  lice  of  oondnct. 

Hr.  B,  declared,  for  hia  own  part,  he  never 
blamed  them  for  atanding  forth  for  what  they 
oonoeived  the  tme  interests  of  their  oonstitu- 
ents ;  but  it  was  the  manner  in  which  this  had 
been  done,  that  he  complied  of.  On  resoln- 
tions  decUring  that  Oongrees  bad  not  power  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  mto  any 
State,  or  interfering  in  their  emancipation  or 
iDternal  governinent,  long  arguments  had  been 
used,  and  much  precious  time  had  been  spent, 
to  prove  the  lawfulness  of  the  African  trade 
in  uaves ;  tJiis,  indeed,  was  an  ardnona  task,  in 
this  day  of  light  and  knowledge.  An  author, 
Mid  to  be  of  reputation,  was  brought  forward  to 
prove  the  stale  of  tbat  unhappy  country,  but  it 
tamed  out  to  be  in  Uie  fifteenth  centnry ;  this 
could  be  of  little  avail  An  hour  was  t^en  up 
tn  reading  the  labora  of  a  newspaper  writer  in 
the  island  of  Jamuca.  This  writer  appeared 
wholly  uninformed  as  to  historic  (acts  relating 
to  the  miseraUe  Africans,  and  as  ignorant  of 
the  prindpat  argamenta  agtunst  the  dave  trade. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  deny  the  authority 
«f  Anthonj/  Setuat,  who  had  published  some 
pointed  facts  on  the  aabject.  Mr.  Btnaut  vroE 
S  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and  of  the  beet 
Information — a  man  tliat  was  an  honor  to  his 
oormtry,  and  an  ornament  to  society.  Ur.  B. 
had  been  well  aoqnunt«d  with  him,  and  spoke 
from  personal  knowledge ;  he  had  eianiined 
into  the  &ct8  from  oaptams  of  Quineamen,  and 
a  person  who  had  lived  twelve  years  in  that 
country,  and  he  could  say,  with  confidence,  that 
Mr.  BmeuPi  account  had  been  generally  con- 


firmed. Not  only  the  practice  of  ancient  lu- 
tiona,  and  that  of  oil  modem  Ennqke,  had  been 
brought  into  view,  but  even  die  sacred  Scrip- 
tures had  been  quoted,  to  justify  tUa  iniqaitons 
traffic.  It  is  true,  that  the  Egyptians  held  tb» 
Israelitee  in  bondjsge  for  four  hundred  yean, 
and  Mr.  B.  doubted  not,  but  nmch  the  same 
arguments  as  had  been  used  on  the  present 
occasion,  had  been  urged  with  great  violeno* 
by  the  King  of  Egypt,  whose  heart,  it  is  ax- 
prMsIy^B^d,  had  been  extremely  hardened,  to 
show  why  he  should  not  consent  to  let  thf 
children  of  Israel  go,  who  had  now  beotnne 
absolutely  neoessary  to  him ;  but,  sud  he^  gen- 
tlemen cannot  forget  the-  oonaeqnencea  that 
followed ;  they  were  delivwed  by  a  strong  hand 
and  etretched-out  arm,  and  it  ought  to  ba 
remembered  that  the  Almighty  Power  that 
ocoompliabed  their  deliverance  is  the  same  yes- 
terday, to-day,  and  for  ever.  The  New  Testa- 
ment has  afforded  a  number  of  texts  to  oountft- 
nance  this  doctrine,  in  the  gentleman's  opinion. 
One  would  have  imagined  that  the  nnifbnn 
tenor  of  the  Gospel,  that  breathes  a  spirit  ot 
love  and  universal  philanthropy  to  our  fellow- 
oreatnre»— that  commands  our  love  to  our  neigh' 
bor  to  be  measured  by  our  love  to  ourselves — 
that  teacbee  us  that  whatsoever  we  would  t£at 
men  should  do  to  us  to  do  so  to  them,  wooU 
have  prevented  this  misapplication.  Surely 
the  gentleman  overlooked  the  prophecy  of  BL 
Peter,  where  he  foretello,  that,  among  other 
damnable  heresies,  "throogh  covetonaneaa shall 
they,  with  feigned  word^  make  menihandise  of 
you." 

A  quotation  from  a  modem  anthor,  of  great 
note  in  the  philosophical  world,  has  been  most 
nn^eneronsly  made  use  of  br  the  newsp^ia 
wnter  before  referred  to — I  mean  from  tho 
works  of  the  fiunous  Mr,  Fatty,  whose  treabw 
on  Moral  Philosophy  does  him  the  greatest  orft- 
dit — a  single  sentence  or  two  is  taken  from  thia 
worl^  withont  regard  to  the  connection,  to 
brand  him  with  the  charge  of  oonntenancW 
slavery.  Mr.  B.  then  prodnccd  the  book  and 
read  the  pasaage,  whernn  it  speared  that 
Mr.  Pidty  laid  down  "the  obligaUon  of  davery 
to  arise  from  crimes,  captivity,  and  debt ;"  that 
the  slave  trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa  is  not 
eicQsed  by  these  principles ;  that  no  questions 
are  there  ssked  relative  to  the  juatioe  of  the 
vender's  title,  but  this  is  the  least  crime  with 
wliich  thia  trafBo  is  chargeable ;  the  natives  ar« 
eidted  to  war,  vrith  this  the  wickedness  begins; 
the  slaves  tom  away  from  parents,  wivea,  clut 
dren,  from  their  friends  and  companions,  thdr 
fields  and  flocks,  their  home  and  country,  are 
transported  to  the  European  settlements  in 
America,  with  no  other  accommodation  on 
ship-board  than  what  is  provided  for  brutes. 
This  is  the  second  stage  of  cruelty  from  which 
they  are  delivered,  only  to  be  placed,  and  that 
for  life,  in  subjeotion  to  a  dominion  and  system 
of  laws  the  most  tyrannical  that  ever  were  tole- 
rated npon  the  &ce  of  the  earth.  But  neoeesitr 
is  pretended,  and  after  all  it  has  nerer  beea 
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proved  thmt  it  eusts.  Mr.  PoZmthen  refen  to 
the  praeeot  titoation  of  th«  United  States. 
"  Tlie  great  serolotion  in  the  WeBtem  World," 
i^B  ti«i,  "  may  probably  condoce  (and  who 
kDowB  but  that  it  was  designed}  to  accelerate 
the  &U  of  this  abominable  tyranny ;  and  now  it 
if  a  saaaon  for  reflecting  whethw  a  I^gislatiire, 
which  had  to  long  lent  its  assistance  to  the 
mpport  of  an  instibition  rep]et«  with  bmnau 
misery,  was  fit  to  be  tnuted  vith  an  empire 
the  moat  extensive  that  ever  obttuned  In  any 
age  or  quarter  of  the  world."  He  then  shows 
that  slavery  was  a  part  of  the  dvil  constitntion 
it  coontries  when  OhriAunlty  appeared ; 


canse,  soliciting  sdmisrion  into  all  nalionB,  it  ab- 
stained from  meddling  with  the  civil  inBtitotions 
of  any.  Then  follows  the  passage  qaoC«d  by 
tlie  newspaper  writer — "That  the  discharging 
of  alavea  from  all  obligation  to  tlieir  masters, 
which  is  the  oonseqnence  of  pronooncing  slavery 
onlawfiil,  wontd  have  no  better  effect  than  to 
let  looee  one-half  of  mankind  on  the  other. 
Slaves  would  have  been  tompted  to  embrace  a 
region  which  asserted  ttieir  right  to  freedom ; 
masters  would  hardly  have  been  persuaded  to 
oonsent  to  claims  founded  on  snch  aatbority ; 
the  most  calamitous  of  all  contests,  a  hellvm 
tertile,  might  probably  have  ensned,  to  Qi6 
reproBoh,  B  not  the  extinction  of  the  Christian 
name."  He  then  asserts,  that  emauoipation 
should  be  gndnal,  and  by  the  proviuons  of  laws, 
and  under  the  protection  of  civil  government. 
"  Christianity  con  only  operate  as  an  alterative. 
By  the  mild difibsion  ofitslight  and  infiuence, 
the  minds  of  men  are  LosenHibly  prepared  to 
perceive  and  correct  the  enormities,  wUch  foil}', 
wickedness,  or  accident,  have  introduced  into 
their  pnbUo  estaliliahments."  Thua,  proceeded 
Mr.  B.,  joatice  la  done  to  this  worthy  philoso- 
pher and  my  own  amtimeDts  are  more  concisely 
and  expliciHr  sot  forth  than  I  conld.have  done 
without  it. 

But  when  geiitlemen  attempt  to  Justify  this 
annatnral  trKfflo,  or  to  prove  the  lawlUness  of 
davery,  they  should  advert  to  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  and  tlie  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
tioij.  By  the  declaration  of  Congress,  in  177B, 
Mtting  forth  the  causes  and  neces^l<y  of  taking 
up  Brma,  they  say :  "If  it  was  possible  fiw  men 
who  exercise  tbeir  reason,  to  believe  tbat  the 
Sivioe  author  of  oar  udstenoe  bit«oded  a  part 
of  the  human  nwe  to  bc4d  an  absolnte  property 
In,  and  an  unbounded  power  over  outers, 
n>«iied  out  by  His  infloite  goodueaa  and  wis- 
dom, as  die  oq)ect8  of  a  legal  domination  never 
rightfollyredstible,  however  ssTera  and  oppres- 
■ve,  the  inhabitants  of  theae  oolonies  might  at 
least  reqidre  from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain some  evidence  that  this  dreadM  anthoritr 
ovei  them  bad  been  granted  to  that  body." 
And  bv  the  Declaration  of  lDd«>endenoe,  in 
1776,  Coi^reas  deolara :  "  We  hold  these  truths 
to  be  seU-evident :  that  sll  men  are  created 
eqnal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Oreator 


with   certain  inalienable    rights;  that   hmtmg' 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  bAppi- 

Thia,  then,  is  the  language  of  America  in  the 
day  of  distress.  Ur.  Chairman,  I  would  not  be 
□aderatood,  to  contend  the  ri^bt  of  Congress  at 
this  time  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  sl&ies, 
whatever  mjght  hare  been  the  principles  of  the 
Revolution  or  the  genius  of  the  Government^ 
by  the  present  constitution  we  are  clearly  and 
poritively  rostnuned  till  the  year  1808,  and  I 
am  sure  that  no  gentleman  in  this  committee 
would  have  the  most  distant  wish  to  wound 
this  instrument  of  our  oonnectiui. 

But  there  is  a  wide  difFbrenee  between 
justifying  this  nngenerous  traffic,  and  support- 
ing a  clum  to  property,  vested  at  the  &ne  of 
the  oonstitntion,  and  guarantied  thereby.  Be- 
sides, it  would  be  inhumanity  itself  to  turn 
these  unhappy  people  looee  to  murder  eadi 
other,  or  to  perish  for  the  want  of  the  neces- 
saries of  lite.  I  never  was  aa  adYooat«  for  so 
extravagant  a  conduct. 

Hany  argmn^its  were  pointed  against  the 
danger  of  our  emancipating  them  slaves,  or 
even  holding  up  an  Idea  that  we  had  a  power 
BO  to  do,  and  mach  time  has  been  taken  in>  to 
disprove  tbis  right  in  Congress.  As  no  claim 
of  this  kind  is  contended  for,  and  the  resolu- 
tions slready  passed  expressly  contradict  it,  I 
shall  make  no  ftarther  observations  on  them. 

Bnt  the  characters  of  the  signers  of  these  mo- 
moHals  are  called  in  qneadon,  as  an  argoment 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolntion  on  the 
table.  One  of  these  memorials  was  signed  by 
the  Society  of  people  called  Qnakers :  ^e  other 
by  Br.  Franklin,  as  President  of  a  private 
Society  in  Philadelphia.  The  indiscriminate 
abuse  that  has  been  thrown  out  against  Qaa- 
kera,  without  disiluotion,  has  not  comported 
with  the  honor  or  digni^  of  this  House.  Not 
only  their  characters,  bnt  their  very  names 
have  been  called  upon,  and  private  anecdotes, 
relating  to  individuals,  been  mendoned  on  the 
floor.  Hony  of  the  Quakers  I  have  long  lived 
in  the  habits  of  friendship  with,  and  can  testily 
to  the  respectability  of  their  characters  and 
the  regularity  of  their  lives.  Their  oondnct  in 
the  late  war  has  been  arraigned,  and  thev  have 
been  condemned  in  the  lump.  1  have  known 
many  of  them  dnring  the  war,  and  impartial 
Justice  requires  it  from  me,  to  give  the  oom- 
ndttae  some  offidal  information  on  the  anbject. 
I  had  the  honor  of  serving  the  United  Sutes  at 
the  oommeneement  of  the  war,  aa  Commissary 
General  of  prisoners.  Congress  not  being  able 
to  afford  them  snppliea,  those  nnhappy  men  in 
this  tewn  were  reduced  to  the  very  depths  of 
distress,  without  food  or  raiment,  without 
blankets  or  firing,  thev  suilbred  every  thing 
that  hnman  nature  could  bear.  In  this  dtua- 
ti<Mi  many  of  the  Quakers  of  this  city  exercised 
sQch  humanity  towards  them  as  did  honor  to 
human  nature.  The  miserable  prisoner  not 
only  felt  the  happy  effecte  of  their  exertions  in 
his  bror,  bnt  {Artidpated  in  th^  money. 


ABRZDeMSNT  OT  THB 
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their  food,  and  olothkig.  UTa;,  noh  were  the 
le^ndea  omt«d  by  tUa  conduct,  in  the  Brit- 
lih  anny  here,  thM  aa  anned  force  entered  Qie 
bonae  of  one  of  dwm,  adied  hia  boc^  and 
thooafh  a  nun  of  great  proper^,  and  laq^  oom- 
meroial  dealing!,  aa  finding  tut  he  had  loaned 
Jarga  aoma  of  money  to  our  distreaeed  priaonera, 
he  waa  tamed  «nt  of  their  Unea,  and  with  hia 
fJunily  iraa  a  reftigee  during  the  wlude  of  the 
war  afterwarda,  aeparated  from  hia  bBBneae 
and  property. 

To  whom  waa  the  eare  of  onr  priaonera  in 
Philadelphia  oommittedl  To  a  Quaker :  and  I 
have  been  vttneaeto  tbetnatMboteof  grati- 
tode  and  thankftihieeBpaid  17  P**^  Dmnboa  ot 
our  nnhai^y  ftDow-dacena  to  that  gentleman 
fbrhiaklDdneaaandhnmani^.  Aitd  ia  thia  in- 
discrindnate  obane,  withont  the  kaat  re^MOt 
to  oharaotera,  a  aeomt  or  a  Joat  retom  for  a 
conduct  like  uiiat  Where  is  ue  danimiinaticni 
amonsat  na,  that  did  not  hmish  oppoeera  to 
oar  doriona  Berc^tionl  "Were  not  nmidreda 
of  neabyteriaoB,  Episcopalians,  and  almost  of 
eveiy  other  denomination,  among  our  enemieet 
That  denominationa  formed  the  thoaaanda  of 
new  leviea,  that  eadeaTored  to  deluge  o^ir 
conntrr  in  blood  ?  On  the  other  hand,  were 
not  a  Oreene  and  a  "Miffli"  famished  from  the 
Bodetj  of  the  Qoakera  I 

In  diort,  I  rqoioe  to  say,  that  our  canse  was 
not  carried  on  by  &nati^am  ta  reUgioas  aeal, 
bat  a  general  straggle  for  the  ri^te  of  hnman 
nature.  Then  why  all  this  abuae  of  this  parti- 
oalar  aeet,  without  diaeriminatioiit  Can  any 
BoUd  ai^oment  against  the  reaolntion  on  the 
taUe  arise  flrom  a  oondnet  of  this  Uttd  t  I  am 
at  a  Ion  to  know  what  other  argument  has  been 
used  to  show  the  impropriety  ot  (he  reeolntion 
before  yon.  It  goes  to  declare  the  power  of 
Oongresa  to  prohibit  foreigners  from  fitting  ont 
vessels  in  onr  porta,  to  sapply  foreigners  with 
alavee  frtim  Africa,  For  my  part,  I  think  it  a 
pnident,  a  bmnane,  and  a  ooiutitalional  reaoln- 
tion. It  will  render  further  interference  on  this 
ealiJeot,  perbajM,  nimeoeasary,  when  it  is  knowil 
that  the  power  of  Oongrem  extends  to  remedy 
the  eviL  Tb^  wiU  hardly  Tcntare  to  tm 
a  Toyage  that  m^  be  mined  befbre  ita  being 


syage  t 
shed. 


The  gentleman  last  np  (Ur.  Sima)  said,  that 
it  was  now  acknowledged,  that  one  of  the  me- 
morials had  asked  something  ccoitrary  to  the 

coDstitntion.  I  have  never  acknowledged  this. 
The  language  is,  that  Oongress  wonld  go  to 
"tiie  very  verge  of  the  constitalion,"  to  ac- 
complish the  bnaincas ;  bat  there  is  no  request 
to  exceed  it. 

The  character  of  the  celebrated  rigner  of  the 
last  memorial,  Dr.  Franklin,  has  been  toaohed 
npon.  The  firmness  of  his  mind  has  been  sos- 
pected.  An  ingenjons  parable  of  his  has  beoi 
read  to  the  cnraraittee,  bat  its  application  totallr 
mistakeD.  If  the  Supreme  Being  has  borne  with 
the  onhappy  sabjecta  of  our  consideration,  not 
for  one  hundred,  but  for  thousands  of  jeaxa,  in 
thdr  own  native  land ;  has  provided  them  with 


"ll"^**!  snl,  and  aodal  oomfbrts,  in  whidt  Aiqy 
r«^<Hde ;  mnat  we  be  discontented,  and  aa^qtoM^ 
by  adding  to  their  miaery,  we  can  add  to  tticir 


TnHDLT,  Haroh  28. 

SuSjeet  qf  Staeery. 

It  waa  then  moved,  that  the  Honae  dioold 

take  up  the  report  Of  the  Gommittee  rf  tha 

Whtde  00  the  t^ort  of  the  ccanmittee  to  whan 

were  referred  the  mentoriala  (tf  tlie  people  called 

Qoakera,  and  of  the  PennsylTania  Sodety  &r 

prcnnoting  the  aboUtim  of  Haveiy. 

This  moticm  was  <qif>oaed  by  Mr.  JusBoir,  Hr. 


haa  already  excited  a  qiirit  of  di 
the  members  <^  the  Eoose,  and  that  every  prin- 
ciple of  policy  and  oonoem  for  the  di^ty  cf 
the  HoDse,  and  the  peace  and  bwiqaiSity  of  tha 
United  States,  concar  to  show  the  proiniety  d 
dropping  the  subject,  and  lettiiw  it  eleep  whoe 
it  is.  On  the  other  hand,  lb.  TntiKo,  Mr. 
Hi^TLKT,  and  Mr.  Faox,  observed,  that  there 
was  the  same  profoiety  in  taking  up  the  subject 
at  the  preeent  moment,  and  bringing  ittoacon- 
dufflon,  as  there  was  for  first  tsking  it  op ;  that 
it  has  been  so  folly  discussed  it  cannot  be  ai^ 
posed  gentlemen  will  go  over  the  eame  ground 
again;  it  may  soon  be  determined;  to  paaa  it 
over  will  be  nnpreoedented,  and  will  leave  the 
pablio  mind  in  the  eame  stale  of  onoertain^ 
from  which  BO  much  danger  is  ^>prehcndea. 
The  motion  for  taking  up  the  report  was  warm^ 
contested  In  a  lengthy  debate,  and  finallypasaed 
in  tbeaffirmative,  by  arat^ority  of  one.  Where- 
upon, on  motion,  that  the  said  report  of  Uie 
committee,  and  also  the  report  of  the  Oonunittee 
of  the  whole  Hooae,  of  amendments  to  said  re- 
port, Im  inserted  on  the  Journel,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affimiative,  26  votes  to  2S.  The  yeat  and 
nays  were  as  follows: 
Thoee  who  voted  in  tha  affirmative,  were, 
Umms.  BoodiDO^  Bmva,  Cadwaladar,  Coslaa, 
Fkyd,  Fortw,  Gain,  GQinin,  GoottM,  Giifl^ 
Haitk^^,  Hathon,  Hebtor,  HwtliiigtoD,  IAwr«DC^ 
Lee,  LiMiiiard,  M«^i»on,  UoUcnbeig^  Parker,  Far- 
tridge,  SchDreman,  Scot^  Sadgwid^  Sbtman,  ^U 

Hioee  who  voted  in  the  negUive,  were, 
McMh.  Ames,  Baldwin,  Beneon,  Bland,  Buike, 
CmiToU,  Cela^  Qale,  Qront^  Jaakwoa,  livemioi^ 
Hstbewi,  Moore,  Page,  Vu  KeunUar,  SoMi,  (cf 
Haiylaud,)  Smith,  (of  Sooth  CaniliDa^  StcM,  Star* 
gea,  SnmMr,  Thatcher,  Traoiball,  TiMikei^  WUts^ 


The  said  reporia  are  aa  follow 

The  ccTninittee  tc  whom  were  icfernd  MMJij 
memoriala  from  tbe  people  oalM  Qimksn,  uid  tiaa, 
>  ncinorial  from  the  Pemuylnuus  Sodety  ft>r  [ao- 
molmg  the  AboHtitiD  of  Slavecy,  mbmit  the  fellow- 
ijisieporti 

That  &om  the  n 


.Coo»^[c 


DBBATBS  OP  OONOBESS. 


Qfbtnaflkijf«tf. 


[H.  or  B. 


ponn  TMtsd  in  Coi^nn,  midgr  tbe  yxttaa  cmM 
nlHd,  tcb^  to  &■  Abolition  of  SIstcit,  aid  w 

A«t  That  flw  OoMTal  Oonmniuit  !■  txpnmlj 
raAnud  &■»!  pnUbldns  tli«  inpurtatlfnt  at  men 
nnou  "ai  tnj  of  the  StaUl  noir  sxtitliig  dull 
Bilk  pro|iar  to  ndmit,  nnlQ  tlie  tbit  ona  thouaand 

BtmBf.  TiMt  CongnM,  V  a  Ur  oonabvotlon 
(f  tt(  oMtiimfam,  an  maSfy  mtndatd  fi^nniii* 
***^  In  tlM  emawilpatlon  of  ilarga,  irbo  ainadj 
B*,  « who  maj,  vithln  die  paiiod  mentioDad,  m 
kaptrMd  hlav  or  ban  wiUdn,  a^r  of  th«  aiU  Statea. 

nirilf.  That  Coi^raM  han  no  aoAori^  to  in- 
Urfna  in  the  fntoraal  ngdatiiHu  of  partkolar  Stataa, 
nhtin  la  the  Inabaotlcoi  of  *Utm  in  Aa  prindidaa 
rfmcnli^andTaligioD;  to  tbtlr  ocoifbrta'Ue  cMh- 

«cn  of  flidr  mani^{«^  Kid  tlie  pTaraiilioD  of  tb« 
Tbluiaa  el  Om  right*  theno^  or  to  the  Muntiou 
tfdildnDfinnthaT  Mrantt;  to  a  oomlbnaAls  pio- 
fidimlB  eaati  of  *•"»—,  agc^  or  infinnitj; 


th*  bmineM  of  ilaveiL 
FtmlUf.  T^iatf  nitrrtrthrlfi.  Coi^rHi  harc   ao- 
AkIIj,  it  tber  dudi  think  it  naoeaarr,  to  lay  at  ani 
tin*  a  lax  or  do^,  not  exceeding  ton  doUai*  far  «ach 


u eftlM United  Stalet,  tat tapjUjiDg breigiMin)to 
ngriatilfaa  Afticaa  track  and  to  nu£a  pnmdon  ftc 

AehaBaaatraatinant  ofdaT*a,fai   " *"-  - 

lUr  pBM^a  to  tba  United  StotH,  < 
N&runipeeti  die  oHiiMi «f  Oe  United 

Ba^.  That  Cuogn**  bare  elw  andMril; 
piUlit  fcraontn  ftinn  fitting  oot  Tonala  in  any  port 
<f  Aa  UaiM  States  tor  tnaqnitiiig  panona  bom 
iftiea  to  oj^f  bpe^  ran. 

KrvmtUf.  Tbat  Uie  memorialiita  be  inToRaed, 
At  in  en  eana  to  TUoh  the  anthoritf  of  Con^nn 
Undi;  thej  wOl  eurcin  it  6ir  the  hmnaae  objeola 
"  X  N  hr  ei  dke  J  can  be  promoted  tm 
ffioi  poUcy, 


B^crt  y  Ob  Ommitlit  iff  Hi  wltUt  Mimt. 

He  OamaitUa  of  du  lAola  Hoiue,  to  whan 
nmsittad  tka  iwport  rf  the  ooDunlUea  oo  mem 
t(A«  people  called  Qaakm,  and  of  the  PenuTlTa- 
m  Socie^  for  promoliDg  the  AboUtion  of  Slanty, 
"fett  dw  IblJowing  aMeadment*  1 

Soika  ont  tlM  fint  claina,  together  with  On  ledtal 
ttmto,andiiilien  thenofiuut,  "  That  the  migra- 
iwe  Dt  impurtalion  of  Mali  penoDi  aa  anj  «f  the 
Staltt  DOW  existing  ihall  thtnfr  proper  to  admi^  caa- 
iH  be  ptobibitad  ij  CaogreaL  prior  to  the  jear  one 
•^inmiiil  eight  hoitfrBd  a^  <4pit." 

Strike  oM  dn  Moood  and  fldid  (JaoMt,  and  in 
"oAemofinaatt,  "That  CongnM  haTe  no  ai  ~ 
^  lo  intorftn  in  dw  emancipation  of  ilavei, 
1U MatBMt  of  dien  witl^  aQfcf  the  Statei;  it 
w^aiiit  wUi  the  Mreral  State*  elODeto  pnrrida 
■7  leguitko*  tbarain,  wIil<A  hamani^  and  tnw 


Strike  ont  the  fourth  and  £fth  olanaea,  and  In  liea 

ereof  ineert,  "  That  Coiigroa  haye  anthori^  to  n- 

rain  the  oitiiene  of  tba  iMCed  Statea  bom  oeirying 

DD  the  AMcan  trade,  fbr  the  poipoee  of  rapgdying 

(bnuoneia  wilh  glavea,  and  of  pivridlng,  bv  pnqier 

ngnlatiaiu,  for  the  humane  Oeatment,  doruig  tbcdr 

paaaage,  of  ilsTea  imported  hj  the  aaid  cltiiani  into 

the  SMtes  admittiiig  mch  Iiii{iaitadoo,* 

Stnka  out  the  tavwaik  otuac* 

WKoscaDAi,  JSaniiii, 
Jobs  Baftibt  Abbk,  another  member  Itaa 
rorth  Oarolina,  ^>pett«d  and  took  bis  seat. 

TBrBSMT,  AprU  39. 
Sgi^amm  FVanilin. 

Ur.  Hiiaata  roee  and  addreaeed  tke  Sonie 
as  follom : 

Mr.  Bpuxxb:  Ab  wa  have  been  >lnfbnned, 
not  oalj  throngh  Uie  channel  of  the  new8p»- 
pere,  bnt  bj  a  more  direct  oommnnioation,  MF 
the  decease  of  an  iUnatriODS  character,  -whose 
native  genins  has  rendered  dislingmiihed  ser- 
viow  to  the  oanse  of  science  and  of  mankind  In 
general;  and  whose  patriotic  exertions  have 
eontribnted  in  a  high  decree  to  the  indepen- 
dence and  proeperitj  cf  this  ooaalry  in  particu- 
lar ;  the  oooason  seems  to  call  upon  ns  to  pay 
b1bnt«  to  his  memory  ezpre^re  of  the 
tender  Tenerstion  his  ooantrj  feels  fbr  snoh  di^ 
tingaished  meriL  I  therefore  moTe  the  foQcw- 
ing  resolution: 

The  Bonaa  balng  InfoRiied  of  the  deoesse  of 
BEitjAms  FnAinua,  a  ddien  whose  natln  genfoa 
wa*  not  Qon  an  ornament  to  hnman  nabm  llian  his 
raiion*  exertions  of  It  lurc  been  prauona  to  «ti'"'«^ 
to  freedom,  and  to  hi*  oomitt}',  do  neohe,  a«  a  maik 
of  thaTSMntlaadoa  tohla  mamoiy,  that  the  m«n- 
ben  wear  die  cn*tom»iy  liadge  of  moninii^  for  ^ 

Which  was  sgreed  to. 

TttDBSDXT,  Jnne  M, 

Qfiean  of  Ms  JToey. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Habtlkt,  the  nm^  of  the 

committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  OfBcers  rf 

the  Navy  was  taken  into  consideralioii  by  the 

oommittoe  of  the  Whole:  the  report  is  ss  fid- 

The  oommittee  rapoi^  that  thej  do  oot  find  anj 
reaaon  aofit^ent  to  jiutify  the  difflinnioB  that  has 
l)een  made  in  the  oompenaatioa  of  dio  officen  of  tlis 
BTinj  and  of  the  navy  oF  the  United  State^  and  an, 
tbenfon,  of  oj^jiion,  that  a  law  ought  to  pau  for 
grandly  five  jear^  pay,  eqnal  to  the  oommnbitiaD 
of  lialf-paj,  aiid  also  a  bounty  of  land,  to  tlie  offioen 
of  the  nsTy,  npoa  the  aame  piinclplea,  imd  in  die 
aame  manoer,  aa  ha*  been  granted  to  die  offioen  of 
tba  anny  of  the  United  States. 


*  Thwa  proo»dlB)p  pnt  u  end  to  atxUUin  petlUona  In 
GongHM.  The  Bodatj  of  whlcti  Di.  Fnnklln  wis  praal- 
dsBt  wia  ponl;  ptdluttiroiile  In  Iti  cbanetar,  and  li**liis 
got  tba  aBIHer  to  their  petlUou,  "  tbat  Congnai  bed  na 
Il^t  to  Inteiftn  In  (ha  unuiclpeUOD  of  tiane,  «  tlHiT 
tFMtoHBt  la  uy  of  tba  fiUlea,"  ■oqalHeadln  tka  dacWoa 


.  Goot^lc 
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Ur.  Shbriun  oberaved,  l^ot,  b;  tlie  memorial 
ftnd  the  repent,  it  app«&ra  that  the  memorialistH 
do  not  pretend  to  have  (uiy  cUim  on  the  pnblio 
hj  Tirtne  of  any  existing  reaolntions  of  Ooagnm. 
The  Bobject  is  Tery  Mly  before  (he  oommittce ; 
it  liee  with  Oongrese,  therefore,  to  determine 
what  13  proper  to  oe  done  nnder  anch  cironm- 
Btances.  The  applicatioa  stands  entirely  on 
the  baBii  of  its  own  merits,  and  he  coold  oon- 
oelTB  of  no  diffioolty  in  deciding  on  it 

Ur.  Brom  observed,  that  it  is  tme  there  li  no 
olaim  by  virtne  of  any  snteoedent  contract  or 
promise ;  nor  was  oommntation,  he  believed, 
promised  to  the  ofBcers  of  the  army.  In  this 
view,  the  offloerB  of  the  navy  stand  exactly 
npon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the  army. 
He  then  entet'ed  into  a  oonnderation  of  the 
meribi,  serrioee,  and  safferings,  of  the  officers 
of  the  navy;  and  from  these  and  other  conaid- 
eratious,  nrged  the  jnstioe  of  thor  olaims,  as  he 
oonld  see  no  reason  for  the  difi^noe  that  had 
been  made. 

Ut.  UnsTfSQTOs  said,  bnt  a  little  oonstdera- 
tion  was  necessary  to  reoollect  the  reason  of  the 
difference  between  the  offloen  of  the  navy  and 
army.  The  offloers  of  the  army  were  first  in 
the  public  seryioe ;  the  navy  was  not  formed 
nntil  some  time  after  hostilities  oommenced. 
The  officers  of  the  navy  were  pot  on  the  same 
fixtting,  in  reepeot  to  pay,  as  the  army ;  the 
former  had  some  gdvantagei  In  point  of  rank, 
and  they  were  entitled  to  a  part  of  their  cap- 
tares.  He  then  gave  an  acoount  of  the  origin 
of  oonunntation — which  was  granted  on  account 
of  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  a&ire  at  that  time. 
During  the  time  tlus  buuness  was  in  agitation 
there  were  very  few  navy  offioere  in  the  public 
service,  and  no  application  was  made  by  them 
for  half-pay  or  oommntation.  They  were  ashore, 
and  many  of  them  had  retired  to  civil  life. 
The  reason,  therefore,  why  they  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  commutation  was,  there  did  not 
appear  at  the  time  any  necessity  for  the  mea- 
sure, as  the  United  States  ^d  not  then  want  a 
navy ;  whereas  the  public  exigencies  with  re- 
spect to  the  array  were  such  as  rendered  the  re- 
solution for  the  commutation  to  tliera  absolutely 
neoBBsary,  Ha,  however,  thought  the  claim  of 
the  navy  officers  founded  on  justice  j  and  justice, 
said  he,  is  the  strongcet  plea  that  can  be  urged 
In  support  of  any  demand  whatever. 

Mr.  niBTLKY  supported  the  memorial.  He 
gave  the  officers  great  credit  for  their  bravery, 
services,  and  attachment  to  the  cause  of  their 
country.  He  dilated  on  the  hardships  and  Buf- 
ferings they  endured ;  he  adverted  to  the  advan- 
tages they  derived  from  captures,  which  he 
stated  to  be  very  tneonuderable.  Their  clwms, 
said  he,  appear  to  me  to  be  founded  on  the 
the  strictest  and  roost  impartial  justice ;  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  report  would  be  ao- 
cejpted,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in 
a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  who  was  one  of  Ute  select 
committee  which  mode  the  rq>ort,  stated  some 
of  the  reasons  which  inflneooed  t^e  committee  j 


also  the  oonaidentions  which  were  supposed  to 
have  led  to  the  distinction  betweoi  Uie  navy 
and  army,  in  respect  to  commutation — one  ef 
which  was,  that  the  officers  of  the  navy  wars 
in  the  line  of  th^  porticnlor  oaDing,  and  whkh 
they  were  enabled  to  pursue  with  periisi* 
greater  advantages  than  they  ever  did  before. 
Other  (uronmBtanoes  were  mentioned  by  tdm, 
tending  to  invalidate  th^  claim. 

Mr.  Bbsbmui  observed,  that  if  this  repeat  is 
adopted,  it  will  open  a  very  wide  door  indeed 
to  applioationB  for  half  pay  or  oommnbttiOB. 
He  men  gave  a  history  of  the  origin  ot  mmb- 
mutation  or  half  pay,  which,  he  aid.  was  ooo- 
ndered  at  the  time  as  a  measure  of  neoearf^, 
and  not  of  Jnstioe;  and  has  been  very  modi 
oomplomed  ot  by  several  of  the  Statea.  The 
above  necessity  did  not  exist  with  respect  to 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  as,  at  the  tim^  then 
were  bnt  two  or  three  ships  in  service.  From 
this  state  of  fbots,  he  inferred  that  no  precedent 
oonld  be  drawn  in  favor  of  exten^ng  the  oon^ 
mutation  to  the  officers  of  the  navy.  'B» 
thought  that  their  case  was  entitled  to  the  ooor- 
sideratioD  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  pruid[^ 
of  equity ;  he  should,  therefore  be  for  the  ooa^ 
mittee's  making  ftiU  inqnir^  into  the  drenra- 
stanoes  of  the  whole  bnsmea^  and  making 
such  provision  as  Justice  should  ptdnt  ont ;  Imt 
he  was  against  the  report  in  its  premat  lati- 

Mr.  BtisKs  replied  to  the  observations  of  Mr. 
BiJj)wra,  respecting  the  officers  of  the  navy 
being  in  the  way  of  their  profession ;  and,  from 
tiie  nature  of  the  service,  tie  showed  that  tiiera 
was  littie  weight  in  tiie  observation.  Tb^ 
cironmstanoea  were  very  much  altered  fbr  the 
worse,  and  they  were  now  left  in  a  very  deoti- 
tnte  ntnation ;  whereas  the  officers  of  th«  army 
ore  enjoying  posts  andplaeee  of  honor  and  pro- 
fit Their  silence  on  the  enl^Ject  has  been  men- 
tioned. He  observed  that  their  disposed  sit- 
uation had  been  the  principal  reason  of  thdr 
not  coming  forward  with  their  petition  before. 
Mr.  B.  observed,  that  the  officers  of  the  navy 
were  not  treated  like  other  prisoners  when  they 
were  taken ;  they  suffered  peculiarly,  not  m 
prisoners  of  war,  but  were  treated  like  rebels, 
whose  crimes  were  of  the  blackest  nature. 

Mr.  Besii  said  he  was,  and  alwara  had  been 
an  advocate  for  the  ol^ms  of  the  offloers  of  the 
navy :  he  thought  their  memorial  founded  on 
the  strictest  jnstioe.  He  introduced  the  repre- 
sentation to  Congress  of  the  "illustrious"  Oom- 
roander-in-chief  of  the  late  army,  on  the  snb- 
Ject  of  half  pay  and  pensions,  wMch  he  read. 
He  then  entered  into  a  comporotive  view  of  tl>e 
relative  merits  of  the  army  and  navy ;  and  sud 
it  was  well  known  that  many  of  them  mode  u 
great  sacrifices  as  the  other  d«ecription  of  ofB- 
cers.  With  respect  to  prize  money,  bo  dont>ted 
whether  they  had  ever  tieen  l>ene£ted  by  It.  In 
some  instanoee,  where  they  hod  expected  tbe 
most,  they  had,  through  the  Mnre  of  ogenta, 
received  only  a  certificate,  worth  about  five 
shillings  in  the  pound ;  and  that  reeeiT«d  onlf 
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1  objectiotu  which  lutd  been  offered,  and 
. ,  .  ded  bj  Bafing  it  would  b«  iii:|}iiat  Asd 
fauwlitio  not  to  grant  their  ol^ma, 

Mr.  BiMwiox  obteired,  that  no  ^tieman 
in  the  oonuDittee  had  deeper  impreesionB  made 
vfOD  hiin,  by  the  gtattSai  recoueotJon  of  the 
marib  and  lervioee  ot  thoae  loaTB  men  to  whom 
Amtfioa  owed  its  freedom,  tlian  himaelt  Tet, 
udar  the  preaeqt  oiroomEtanoee  of  the  ooontiy, 
Iw  thon^t  it  a  ant?  ha  owed  the  people  who 
bed  ooonded  their  intetest  to  Ua  tnanagement, 
fa>  examine,  oo  prlndple,  the  demaoda  which 
woe  made  upon  the  GoTemment  for  peonniary 
panta.  The  i4>plioant8  in  the  present  ioetukoe, 
aid  not  place  tneir  demand  on  the  groood  of 
emttacL  For  the  contisot,  under  which  the 
Hrrioea  bad  been  rendered,  bad  been  complied 
with  ■ocording  to  the  apecufied  terms,  and  per- 
Ibraiad  to  the  extent  of  the  powen  of  the  Gov- 
onment,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  daima  of 
a  dmOar  natnre  had  been  aatisfled.  It  was  tai- 
tber,  beaaid,  to  heaotioed,tbatdnriiurthe  time 
llWM  Hrrioea  were  performinK  no  uamtiafac- 
tim  had  been  maninsted  by  ue  (oeeent  me- 
noiialiata.  From  theae  obeervatioDa,  then,  it 
elearlj  fcdlowed,  that,  in  pi^t  of  contract,  the 
(Umi  of  the  offioera  of  the  navy  were  in  all  re- 
■pMta  BimUr  to  tboae  of  every  other  individnal 
B  tbe  oommnidtj,  who  had  recdved  aatiafaotion 
i]  the  aame  meflna.  It  would  then  become  gen- 
llioKn  to  reflect,  on  tbe  ooneeqnenoee  whioh 
woold  reaalt  from  tbe  eatabliahment  of  a  preoe- 
dtnt,  which  would  go  to  the  invalidation  irf  all 
tbe  flud  ■ettlemeats  which  had  been  made. 


analogy  of  their  drcamatanoefl  to  thoae  c^ 
Mlatoen  of  tlia  anoy.  He  aaid  there  was  uie 
ofirsDoe  wMoh  aroee  from  tbe  drcnmatance 
already  raentioDed.  The  oommntaljon  waa 
bonded  in  oontiract ;  the  jreaent  claim  waa  dee- 
tttate  of  that  aopport.  There  were  slao  oUier 
nalerial  (drcnmatanoea  which  very  widely 
dUered  in  tbe  two  oaaee.  Hie  offioera  of  the 
tnay  ware  eaJled  from  poTBDitB  t^  which  tbej 
wre  enabled  to  support  and  [woTide  for  tbeir 
bniliee,  and  to  abandon  thdr  prospects  of  ee- 
tebUthment  by  tbe  bo^eea  to  which  they  had 
ten  ediicate£  On  the  other  haod,  tbe  gentle- 
Ben  <tf  Uie  navy  were  promiaed  handaome 
*igaa  for  oontinoing  in  that  bnaineee  to  which 
tbqr  had  been  edocatod,  and  tor  which  they  were 
baft,  if  Dot  <wly  qnalified ;  and  thia,  too,  at  a  time 
vfatn,  hy  tlie  OMtrDctim  of  ou  wunmeroe,  many 
^  mm  otbo-wlse  mnst  bsTe  wanted  employ- 
SNoL  Tliey  had  likswiae  additional  Mioonnge- 
Btot  ttaoi  aparddpation  in  the  availa  of  prizea, 
vUle  tbe  armyderiTed  no eoKiliUDent frwn any 
MdiBowoe.  That  the  rwort  of  the  Select  Com- 
■tttee  bdiDg  ananpptvted  either  on  the  ground 
tf  eoDtiBct,  or  the  principlea  on  which  the  grant 
to  the  officers  of  the  anny  was  made,  the  tqipli- 
MiDa  waa  merely  to  the  generosity  of  tbe 
Gotertunent.  He  said  it  was  a  principle,  from 
vhic^  be  pntfaaaad  JfiTt^^^^f  determined  new  to 
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depart,  not  to  dianpato  that  property  in  idle  or 
visooarj  projects  of  geaerosily,  which  is  neces- 
sary to  the  performance  of  joatioe.  That  the 
arduooH  Bccuea  in  wblcb  we  bad  been  engasod, 
had  imposed  tbe  neces^ty  of  practising  a  rigid 
economy.  That  the  condnot  wbioh  we  mighL 
nnder  present  embarraBsments,  pnrsae,  it  wonld 
be  impropor  hereafter  to  consider  aa  a  prece- 
dent. That  it  wonld,  indeed,  be  a  noble  and 
generous  sentiment  to  oompenaate  all  thoae 
fosses  which  oar  friends  had  enstained  by  the 
war.  Bat  he  asked,  if  sndi  would  not  be  a 
vain  attempt?  Oan  we  oompensslo  all  the 
desolation  of  fire  and  wanton  depredation,  pro- 
voked from  the  enemy  by  the  patriotism  of  par- 
ticular districts  in  this  oountry?  Can  we  retri- 
bute the  safieringe  which  have  bdn  caused  by 
the  depreciation  of  onr  currency  1  Or  the  rain 
of  thooaands  and  thousands  by  onr  delays  of 
payment,  and  the  consequent  depreciation  of 
our  Beourities  t  Oan  we  administer  to  the  relief 
of  the  vast  number  of  widows  and  orphani^ 
who,  from  those  oircnmatances,  have  been  re- 
duc«d  from  afflnenoe  to  want  and  be^gsirt 
Remember,  too,  he  sud,  the  sages,  who,  m  Oh 
hour  of  danger,  watched  over  your  seonrily; 
and  who,  in  tbeir  beet  days,  abstracted  thom^ 
selves  irom  every  IncratiTe  pursnit,  and  devoted 
all  their  time  and  talents  to  tbe  service  ot  thdr 
conntry.  Theaa  patriots,  now  in  the  evening  of 
life,  are  the  most  meritorioos  objects  of  the  gen- 


anoe  of  uioee  contracts,  which  we  are  under 
(he  most  solemn  obligadon,  if  in  onr  power,  to 
fUlfiL  And  ho  concluded  by  observing,  that 
when  the  improving  resoorcee  of  our  coontiy 
should  enable  the  Oovemmcnt  generoialv  to 
compensate  the  enffeiings  of  those  several  d&- 
aoripdona  of  persona,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
nught  we  ezt«nd  to  the  memorialiatfl  Uie  relief 
wmch  they  now  songht  for. 

Mr.  J&OESON  supported  tbe  claim  of  the  offi- 
cers. He  ebeerveo,  that  if  the  coontiy  hod  not 
derived  so  extensive  advantages  from  the  exw 
tions  of  the  navy,  it  must  be  imputed  to  peenliar 
circumstances,  and  not  to  any  deSdeney  in  the 
officers  and  a^ora;  so  &r  as  thdr  abilitiea 
could  be  exerted,  no  men  distdnguisbed  them- 
selves more.  Had  onra  been  a  maritime  jii«t*flj 
of  an  agricnltoral  country,  the  importance 
of  a  navy  would  have  struck  ns  more  fordblv. 
Their  claims  be  considered  as  fonnded  in  the 
strioteat  jnstioe,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  if 
tb%j  had  applied  to  the  old  Oongrces  thsj 
would  have  granted  their  request;  but  re- 
strained by  a  oonraderation  of  the  embarras»> 
ments  of  the  United  States,  they  did  not  obtruds 
their  petitions  upon  them ;  and  now  thia  very 
circumstance  is  urged  as  a  reason  for  not  grant- 
ing their  petition.  In  hia  opinion,  this  did  them 
great  honor ;  nnce  that  time,  thej  have  Keen 
scattered  through  all  parts  of  the  tTuion.  Tbia 
and  other  cironmstanoea  have  delayed  tbek  a^ 
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pUoation  to  this  time,  bat  have  not  leeMnod  tbe 
eqnity  of  it.  He  tKlded  maiij  otbw  obaem- 
tioiiH,  (ujd  oonoloded  by  ujing  that  be  wm  taiJj 
in  &Tor  of  the  report. 

Tmsbat,  June  SS. 
Ibreifn  ItUereewne, 

ITie  House  proceeded  to  apnalder  the  amend* 
Hunts  last  proposed  on  the  part  at  the  Saute 
to  the  bill  prOTldina  dw  tneaiw  of  inteiooime 
between  the  United  States  and  foiwgn  natjona. 
The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  out  thirty 
tltonaaad,  and  to  insnt  for^  thoosand  doUara. 

It  was  moved  that  the  HonM  atwold  agree  to 
tbla  amendment;  this  motion  was  oppoMd. 

It  was  said  that  the  oommittea  baa  ozoeeded 
tiielr  oommiselon  in  proposing  this  alteration  in 
tbe  bill,  »■  both  Honses  had  agreed  in  the  snm 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  farther  eiud 
that  more  than  one  ICniater  Plenipotentiary 
was  Tuinecessary ;  that  the  Oonn  of  Great 
Britain  hod  sent  only  a  Oonsul  to  this  ooontrj ; 
and  that,  ftom  the  present  qipe&ranoee,  no  ad- 
Tantnges  could  be  expected  to  arise  from  send- 
ing a  Minjeter,  eqaivnlent  to  the  aipense;  the 
neoeesitf  contenaed  for  is  merely  ooi^ectiiral ; 
and  b;  that  role,  the  kOnisters  Plenipotentiarf 
ma;  be  increased,  and  one  sent  to  Sp^  and 
another  to  Fortngal.  If  only  one  Minister  is 
sent  to  Enrope,  the  firstsnm  will  be  snffloient; 
with  respoot  to  the  Oouit  of  London,  a  Ohargi 
des  Afikires  will  answer  every  purpose. 

In  snpport  of  the  motion,  it  was  nrged  that 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  Is,  by  the 
oonstitution,  vested  with  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing BQoh  foreign  officers  as  he  may  think  necee- 
aary,  and  it  must  devolve  npon  the  Legislatnre 
to  make  provision  for  defraying  the  expense. 
The  Oomraittee  of  Oonferenoe  did  not  rely  on 
their  own  Jadgment,  they  consulted  the  Secre- 
tary of  Foreign  Affitirs.  His  opinion  was,  that 
tn  the  present  sitoation  of  this  country  with 
respect  to  foreign  nations,  two  Ministers  and 
two  Charges  des  Af&ires  were  neoeasaryi  a 
JGniaCer  at  the  Oonrt  of  Versailles  is  genersily 
ooBoeded  to  l>e  reqniate.  The  peonlior  situation 
of  this  oountry  with  req>ect  to  the  poste,  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  finintiers,  and  the  state 
of  our  commerce  in  respect  to  Great  Britain, 
can  soorcely  leave  a  donbt  of  the  neoeedty  and 
importance  of  sending  a  Minister  to  that  coun- 
try. This  being  the  state  of  afiiura,  a  lees  snm 
than  that  proposed,  it  is  demonstrably  evident, 
will  not  be  found  ^equate. 

The  qneetion  on  ooncorring  in  this  amend- 
ment waa  carried  in  the  afflnnative. 

The  other  amendments  were  agreed  to,  with 


TiTBSDtT,  July  6. 

Seat  of  GoMmment. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 

of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate 

Jx  cetabliabing  the  temporary  aai  permanoit 


manent  residoioe  of  the  Government,  whioi 
an  important  sol^t,  it  onght  to  be  a  matter  of 
isqni^,  whether  the  place  proposed  Is  tbe  i«al 
oeatre  of  popnktioa  and  territory  or  nott  He 
thoD^t  it  too  fhr  southward.  He  moved,  tJiR^ 
fore,  that  the  Potonao  ebotdd  be  stniok  oat, 
and  a  district  to  inolnde  the  town  of  Baltlmom 
be  Inserted. 

Mr.  Bnsxa  seoonded  this  motion. 

Mr.  Ixx  desired  the  gentleman  to  fnfocBi  tba 
oommittee  where  he  meant  the  temp<B«ry  roA- 
deDoe  should  be,  [ffovided  this  motion  tiioald 
beoarried. 

Mr.  Sbibhui  Bud,  he  had  do  otfjeotimi  to 
Tnnhing  Philadelphia  the  temporary  reddenoe^ 
as  Bomi  as  it  was  oonvenient  He  then  ni«&- 
tioned  several  particnlan  which  wonld  render  tt 
inconvenient  to  go  there  at  present 

Mr.  EuHnNOTOir  said,  that  the  only  renvm 
for  removing,  which  he  had  ever  heard  uraa, 
that  this  place  is  not  BO  centraL  If  there  is  any 
force  in  the  reasoning,  he  wished  not  to  go,  to  a 
place  less  central.  He  adverted  to  the  mode  of 
conveyance  to  this  plooe,  generally  adopted  hf 
members  to  get  to  the  seat  c^  GovenunenL 
He  snppoeed  that  the  present  centra  ma  amna- 
where  Detw«en  niilade^>h]A  Mid  Balljmwe ; 
but  the  plaoe  oontempl^ed  is  very  mnoh  r»- 
moved  from  the  oentre,  more  than  three  him- 
dred  miles  west  With  reqMot  to  aentra£ty, 
he  said  that  it  is  not  ao  idea  which  predon^ 
nates  in  regard  to  any  other  oomitry  of  «hi)di 
he  knew  any  thing  req>ecling  the  geogn^ilij; 
other  and  varions  important  conslderatioiia  (ite- 
rated in  fixing  the  seat  of  Government. 

Mr.  Wsrra  observed,  that  if  this  Hoose  waa 
slone  to  be  conanltad,  on  the  prineiple  (^  ma- 
oommodatiixt,  Baltimore  mght  answer;  bat 
when  it  is  otmsidered  that  this  MU  ori^naled  ta 
the  ot&er  Hooae,  who  have  an  eqnal  voice  with 
ns  in  determining  the  qneetlMi,  and  in  whiiA 
thlt  plooe  has  twen  repeatedly  r^eoted,  it  is 
evident,  that,  if  the  olanse  is  stnick  oat  the  VSi. 
wUlbelost  He  then  controverted  the  calcnlo- 
ticns  of  the  gentlMnan  last  speaJdng,  and  stated 
the  difibrenoe  of  travel  betweeo  &e  Southern 
and  Northern  distances,  which  is  made  to-be  as 
four  and  one-half  to  one ;  bnt  he  said,  that  so 
bi  as  respected  himself,  he  shoold  make  no 
difficulty  on  that  aeoonnt;  bnt  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  dtiiena  who  may  have  Inudnees  at 
the  seat  of  Govenmient  is  a  ooiindei«tioa  <rf 
very  great  importoDoe.  With  rs^eot  to  the 
nnoenCTBl  ntoation  of  tbe  seat  of  Goveminent 
in  other  countries,  this  arose  from  the  mere 
whims  of  the  Bovereigna  of  those  kisgdMna ; 
bnt  modem  policy  hu  obliged  the  people  ot 
European  countries,  (I  refer  partica^iy  to 
Great  Britain,)  to  fix  the  seat  of  Governmant 
near  tbe  oentre  of  trade.  It  is  the  commerdal 
importanoe  of  the  city  of  London  which  makes 
it  the  seat  of  Government ;  and  what  ia  the 
eouBeqaencel  LtmdoaandWestminatarjtbon^ 
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^tey  united  tend  only  aix  in«mbera  to  Pariiv 
ment,  bsTO  a  greater  ioflaeDoe  on  tbe  measnrte 
of  GovemnMot  than  tb«  vhole  empire  be^des. 
niis  is  a  ritaation  in  which  ne  never  vifih  to 
■ee  tiiiB  Mnnlrj  plaoed.  He  condaded  by  ob- 
serrinK.  tb&t  if  tiiis  ameodment  ii  agreed  to, 
the  bill  win  be  lost,  and  we  Bh&ll  be  wlthont 
«ttfaer  a  temporaiy  or  pormftnent  reaidenoe. 

Hr.  Lkk,  after  a  few  introdnotoir  obserratiopB, 
«Dter«d  into  a  oonmderatjon  of  the  relative  in- 
t«r«0ta  of  the  Sontbem,  Uiddle,  and  Nixthem 
^atee.  Ha  intenpened  a  Tanety  of  refleo- 
tiooa,  tending  to  otsidliate  and  blend  thoee  dif- 
ferent inteTMtB — and  to  disemlnate  the  sentd- 
menta  of  nnion  and  concord.  He  allnded 
particnlarly  to  the  great  object  of  fnnding  the 
debts  of  the  United  Stat«8 ;  the  seat  of  Goveni- 
ment  wiH  ooneenb^te  the  public  paper.  Henoe 
he  iidbrred  the  neceed^  of  a  eitoation  from 
wboioe  all  ^rta  of  the  Union  may  be  eqnally 
bendltad.  From  these  oongideratioiia,  he  d»- 
dnoed  ttt«  neceaeity  of  plauag  the  Oovemment 
in  a  oentral  dtnaliDn.  Ee  observed,  that  while 
the  jH^aent  poeition  continned  to  be  the  seat  of 
Oovemmen^  the  agricnltore  of  the  States  to 
the  eastward  ia  invigorated  and  enconraged, 
while  that  to  the  aonthward  is  langniahbg  and 
«zpirins.  He  tiien  ahowed  the  E^al  tendency 
of  this  prq>ond«rating  eooonngement  to  tho«e 
parts  of  the  eoontiy,  already  oonridcred  as  the 
Btrcngest  parts  of  the  TJnioii — and  from  the 
natural  operation  of  these  prinoiples  he  inferred 
that  the  IntercBt  of  the  Sonthem  States  most 
be  eventnally  swallowed  np.  The  deoiuon  of 
the  Senate,  said  he,  affords  a  most  favorable 
opportanin  to  manifest  that  magnanimity  of 
aool,  which  shall  embraoe,  npon  on  extensive, 
liberal  syst«n,  the  beet  interest  of  the  great 
whole.  This  cannot  be  done  while  the  present 
aneqaal  ritaation  of  the  seat  of  Government  of 
the  United  States  oontinaea.  Nations  have 
thMT  paarions  as  well  as  individnals.  He  drew 
an  alarming  pietnre  of  the  ooosequenees  to  b« 
amirehended  from  disonioD,  ambition  and  rival- 
■hq>.  Ha  then  nva  a  plearing  sketch  of  the 
happy  effect*  to  M  dorived  tnm  a  naUtHul, 
geDerons,  and  equal  attention  to  the  Sonthem 
and  Northern  intereats.  Win  gentlemen,  said 
he,  blast  this  pnapeot  hj  rqeotuig  th<  '  "  '  ' 
trust  they  will  not. 

He  then  entered  btto  the  merits  of  the  qnee- 
tioa.  The  Btat«s  of  Delaware,  Pannsylvonio, 
lEaryland,  and  Vin^ia,  which  contribnte  more 
than  one-half  to  the  revenae,  and  which  liave 
tbe  only  rival  dum  to  the  permanent  seat  of 
Qovemnient,  are  saliafled  with  the  arrangement 
in  the  bilL  That  Philadelphia  is  tbe  nearest 
centre  of  the  present  wealth  and  popnlati 
th«  United  States,  the  gentiemen  from  New 
Tork  themselves  will  confess ;  the  Potomac 
win  become  the  newest  centre  for  a  permanent 
rerideooe  probably  by  the  period  proposed— to 
oppose  tliia,  therefore,  will  be  acting  from  merely 
loed  motives. 

Tlie  gentleman  moves  to  insert  Baltimore. 
Vt.  L.  insisted  that  Baltim<n>e  b  as  far  Sooth  as 


[H.( 


the  plaoe  proposed,  beeidee  being  exposed  by  its 
(h>ntier  posibon  on  the  sea ;  we  are  not  oon- 
fined,  said  he,  to  a  partiaolar  spot  on  the  Poto- 
we  may  fix  on  a  plaoe  ss  far  North  as 
_  intleman  from  Oonneoticnt  wishes.  I  con- 
dder  the  motion,  therefore,  calonlated  to  destroy 
the  bill,  and  ought  to  be  opposed  by  eveiy  one 
who  is  in  fkvor  of  a  Sonthem  situation. 

This  State  has  no  pretentions  to  tbe  perma- 
nent reridwoe.  It  is  tme  the  oitiiens  of  this 
plaoe  have  pnt  themselves  to  a  great  expense  to 
aocommodiUe  th^  Qovemment,  and  are  entitled 
to  mooh  praise  for  th^  exertions;  bnt  he 
wished  to  take  op  the  snbjeot  on  national 
gronnd,  and  to  have  it  dedded  on  principles 
which  apply  to  the  best  interests  of  the  whole. 
He  then  referred  to  a  map  of  the  Potomoo,  and 
the  adjacent  oonntry,  which  lay  on  tbe  table^ 
and  which  had  been  sent  fr<Hn  the  Executive 
of  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  referred  also  to 
other  papers  and  documents. 

Mr,  BnsEs  said,  he  wished  that  the  whole 
buBinees  of  the  temporary  and  pennanent  rest- 
denoe  might  now  be  settied.  Ee  exenlpated 
the  members  who  are  in  favor  of  Baltimore 
from  all  dedgn  to  defeat  the  present  hilL  He 
referred  to  some  observations  which  had  been 
made  on  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
States  Booth  of  Virginia,  and  s^d,  that  they 
hod  consulted  the  interest  of  the  whole.  One 
reason  wby  he  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  waa, 
because  he  preferred  Baltimore  to  Oonooo> 
obeagne.  He  thought  a  popnlonsdty  better  than 
bnilding  a  palace  in  the  woods.  Another  rea- 
aon  was,  that  there  was  no  poliljoal  necessity 
eiiating  for  removing  the  Government  tma. 
New  York  to  Philadelphia.  He  sold  that  the 
measnre  would  exdt«  the  most  torbolent  mb- 
sions  in  the  minds  of  the  citiienB.  It  is  oiynit 
to  the  people  of  this  city,  to  remove  from  this 
plaoe  till  the  expense  they  have  incurred  is  r». 
paid  them.  It  is  a  beach  of  honesty  and  jna- 
tioe.  It  is  injnstice  to  the  State — to  tbe  whole 
nation.  He  entered  into  a  oonmderation  of  their 
saorifioee  and  servicee.  He  thought  it  a  veir 
eftraonUnarymeasnre  indeed.  It  is  oaloulated, 
said  he,  to  arrest  the  fbnding  system,  and  to 
throw  every  thing  into  conf^on.  If  the  biU 
is  passed  in  its  present  form,  Oongrees  wi9 
never  leave  Philaddphia ;  for  the  Oommiseion- 
ers  to  be  appointed  will  incur  no  penalty  for  a 
neglect  of  doing  their  dnty.  This  is  a  most 
essential  defect  in  the  btS,  and  there  are  other 
defects  in  it  He  qtoke  in  Ikandsome  terms  of 
tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  said  he  had  as 
high  an  opinion  of  that  State,  as  any  man  what- 
ever, bnt  he  was  ahaxA  of  thdr  Insnenoe ;  and 
that  State  was  tiie  last  in  which  he  would  ever 
oonaent  the  permanent  seat  of  Oovemment 
shoold  be.  He  then  adverted  to  tbe  influence 
of  the  memberB  ftom  that  State,  who  by  their 

Klitical  management,  had  raised  a  storm  in  fbo 
lited  States.  [Here  iir.  Btnacm  was  oaUe^  to 
order.]  After  a  short  interruption,  he  proceed- 
ed, and  ssid  a  Quaker  State  was  a  bad  ueigbbor> 
!  hood  fbr  the  South  Caroliniaoa.    Btn  he  »3f 
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Tertad  to  the  Qoaker  bnrineM  kst  winter.    He 


there  being  no  gallei?  In  the  Hoiue  proposed 
for  the  acooounodatioa  of  Oongren — an  open 
gallery  he  eonddered  m  a  ttiry  important  oheok 
to  the  Lef^alatnre. 

ib.  LA.mXKQM.—TiM  gentleman  from  Vii^ 
glnia  huobeerred,  that  the  objeot  of  the  amend- 
ment is  to  deftet  tlie  UD.  B»  hu  also  men- 
(joned  the  Statee  vhioh  are  moat  partionlarlj 
interested  in  the  qneation.  Mr.  L.  said,  the 
State  of  New  York  m^t  have  been  oonmderad. 
He  wished  the  motion  might  inoeeed,  beoaoae 
be  thoDght  that  it  woold  oondnoe  to  the  peace 
of  the  nnicA,  He  oltjeeted  to  the  place  pro- 
poMd  fbr  the  permanent  reaidenoe ;  117  the  bill 
It  ie  ooDoeded  that  the  pUoe  Is  not,  at  preeent, 
ft  enitable  podtioii.  By  what  magio  can  it  be 
made  to  appear  it  will  be  more  proper  at  the 
end  of  ten  yearel  What  reason  can  be  ^ven 
why  thoee  parta  of  the  ITnion  shonld  not  popu- 
late whidh  are  at  a  diatanoe  from  the  FotomB& 
in  proportion  to  those  porta  in  the  rioinity  of 
that  plaoet  I  preeome  none  can  be  aad^ted. 
Why,  thm,  is  a  period  of  ten  years  to  ex- 
pire, preTiona  to  going  there  t  Ilie  reason  is 
~ ''  ,  The  people  wonid  not  now  consent  to 
the  QoTenunent  dragged  to  so  remote  a 
part  of  the  Cnit«d  Bcatee.  He  then  adverted 
to  the  fhnding  bnaiaeas,  and  other  important 
matten  which  remun  to  be  dedded  on,  and 
verj  strongly  intimated  that  tliese  qneations 
were  to  be  determined  agreeaUe  to  the  late  of 
this  bill  He  showed,  trwa  a  variety  of  partio- 
nlars,  that  Fliiladel^a  would  beocHoe  the  per- 
manent reaidenoe.  He  then  adverted  partioiiIsT- 
ly  to  the  several  parts  of  the  bilL  The  fint 
was  reapecting  the  plaoe  where  it  is  proposed 
to  erect  the  pnblio  baildinos.  He  said,  they 
oonld  not  be  erected  within  t£e  time  mentioDe^ 
and  showed  the  varioos  difflcnltdes  which  would 
attend  the  whole  businesH.  He  then  stated  the 
advantages  of  Baltimore,  and  said  that  that 
plaoe  wonld  have  obtained  in  the  Senate,  if  the 
Maryland  SenMors  wonld  have  voted  for  it  Ha 
oondnded  by  observing^  that,  as  no  neoesdtj 
exists  for  removing  the  tanpwary  reridMoe,  he 
hoped  that  Gongren  wonU  dLdown  oontented 
where  they  are. 

Mr.  Bloodwobtb  observed,  that  as  the  find- 
ing bill  had  been  sllnded  to,  he  oonld  wish  that 
the  objection  from  that  qoarter  mi{^t  be  taken 
ont  of  the  w(^.  He  moved  that  the  oommittee 
shoold  ris^  in  order  to  take  np  the  ways  and 


t 


Mr.  Stoiol — ^AU  we  eeem  to  diS^  abont  is 
whether  Bdtimoro  or  tho  Potomao  shall  be  the 
seat  ot  tiifi  Govermnent;  and  if  this  was  all, 
the  Delegate*  of  that  State  might  fold  their 
arms  and  sit  down  omteDted ;  but  the  State  of 
Maryland  has  been  placed  in  the  sitnation  of 
Tantaloa.  He  then  etated  how  the  gentlemen 
had  formerly  voted,  who  now  appear  in  &vur 
of  Baltimore.  Had  the  bill  oome  down  from 
the  Senate  with  Baltimore  inserted,  instead  of 
Potomac,  he  should  have  had        '"^    '' 
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detenniDlng  bow  to  act ;  but  be  oonoeived,  that 
if  the  amendment  now  proposed  shonld  tain 
plaoe,  nothing  wonld  be  done,  and  ^e  bnanea 
will  be  left  in  a  very  Inanepicioiia  state.  From 
this  and  other  oonnderations,  he  was  reeolved 
not  to  be  drawn  off  ihnn  his  present  determina- 
tion byany  motion,  amendm«it,  or  modiScatiaa 
of  the  bill  whatever.  With  respect  to  himself 
he  had  no  election  between  the  town  of  Balti- 
more apd  the  Potomac;  yet,  aa  a  Msrylandn, 
he  wonld,  If  he  saw  a  prospect  of  sDooeee,  vote 


and  on  this  Idea  he  was  willing  to  make 
some  BBcriflcea.  He  con^dered  the  snbject  as 
one  of  the  most  painfnl  and  disagreeable  that 
oonld  be  s^tated,  and  he  wished  to  have  the 
bndneas  finally  and  nnalterabl^  fixed. 
Mr.  Bnmr  also  oonsidered  this  as  an  nnha{^y 

Kistion  to  oome  before  the  Honse  at  this  time. 
e  State  of  Mairland  la  as  mnoh  divided  (hi 
the  sntgeot  as  the  Vnited  Stetee  appeared  to  be ; 
a  great  rivalship  snbdats  between  the  Potomac 
and  Snaqnehaima  rivers,  and  he  donbted  not 
bnt  that  when  the  qneetion  was  ultimately  de- 
cided, it  wonld  be  either  on  the  one  or  the 
other  of  those  rivers.  He  wreed  with  Mt.Ixk, 
that  Pennsylvania,  Uaryland  and  Yirf^nia,  were 
the  ooIt  Stetee  who  oonld  make  any  reasonable 
pretensions  for  the  seat  of  Government;  bnt  a 
majority  of  voices  from  these  Stetes  baid  been 
against  the  Potomac.  Pennsylvania  and  Uary- 
l^d,  be  observed,  had  given  the  preferenoe  to 
the  Sos^nehanna.  Mr.  8.  then  noticed  some 
transsetions  of  the  XegUlatnre  of  Maryland, 
which  he  B^d  dearly  evinced  their  determina- 
tion to  snpport  the  pretensions  of  the  Snsqne- 
hanna.  Maryland  oertainl^  had  an  eqoal  rwht 
with  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  to  nave  her 
intereets  oonsnlted.  The  interests  of  Maryland, 
it  appeared,  were  now  to  be  saorificed  to  those 
two  ai^dning  States.  And  however  flattering 
it  may  eeon  to  Maryland  to  fix  die  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment on  her  side  of  the  Potomac,  the  real 
advantages  were  in  a  great  measure  nngatcvy, 
as  it  wonld  be  bnt  a  very  small  portion  c^  that 
Btete  that  conld  reap  any  benefit  therefrom. 
The  real  advantagM  wonld  nndonbtedly  resnlt 
to  Pennsylvania  and  Virrinia.  It  speared 
somewhat  extraordinary  to  him,  that  Eentlemen 
ebonld  be  willing  to  oooflne  the  redaence  to  a 
partionlar  spot,  previous  to  their  removing  to  a 
permanent  residence.  Why  is  it  neoessary  to 
fix  npon  Philadelphia  for  ten  years  T  Surely 
this  is  patting  the  Government  in  a  very  ineli- 
gible situation,  for  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
bable that  many  serions  and  important  ooour- 
renoee  might  render  a  removal  hi^y  expedient, 
perhaps  tmavddable.  Beddee,  aft^  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  have  renudnedten  Tears  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  probability  of  quttttng  it  for  the 
Potomac  appeared  to  be  veiy  uigfat  indeed.  For 
though  it  was  understood  by  the  bill  that  the 
offices  were  to  be  removed  to  the  Potomac,  yet 
if  amajority  in  either  House  were  opposed  to 
going  there,  Oongrees  wonld  reniaiD  at  niiladel- 
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phiij  ind  thay  would  be  obliged  to  repeal  the 
nil  mnn  neoeni^. 

Mr.  SooTT  Mid,  he  should  not  notioe  man; 
dung!  which  had  been  offered  on  the  inbjeat 
3«  would  only  obeerre,  that  ftom  the  town  of 
BihiiDon  thwe  !■  so  water  convayonce  to  the' 
iiMar  aoaDtiY ;  bnt  from  the  proposed  dte  oa 
tha  Potcmao,  tnwe  are  two  hundred  milee  navt- 
gadoo  direotlr  into  the  heart  of  the  country. 
Kor  la  Baldmore  more  northerly  than  the  posi- 
tko  cMilempUt«d.  A  oonneotdon  with  the 
T»(ern  ooonlxj  is  of  the  ntmoat  oonaequenoe 
to  lh«  peaee  and  onion  of  the  United  States, 
l«t  the  gentlemen  from  the  laa-ooast  say  what 

flMTwiO. 

Ib.HuiiKnr.— &i  ordw  to  dedde  thia  qneatlDn 
ri^th,  we  oDj^t  to  oompare  the  advantages 
and  £iulviutage«  of  the  two  places  ae  they 
nlnte  to  the  good  of  the  United  Sutee.  Now, 
I  *iD  defy  any  gentlemati,  however  aangnine 
kemt;  be  with  req>eot  to  Baltimore,  to  point 
ant  my  Bobatantial  advantage  that  is  not  com- 
mco  to  the  Potomac ;  and  I  defy  them  to  dis- 
prore  that  there  are  not  severs]  Importiuit  ad- 
TiDtsgea  belMigingto  the  Potoraao,  which  do 


posittona  i  .  ._  . 
^Mcs.    Id  point  of  aalubriliy  of  air,  without 


PotooiM)  is  a 


PotooiM)  b  at  feast  equally  fitvored  in  that 
n^eet  In  regard  to  oentralJty  of  ritnatioa,  the 
FtAomae  has  nndonbtedly  tlie  advantage.  Id 
n^wet  to  secmity  from  invasion,  I  aver  the 
FMomae  has  the  advantage  also.  With  rela- 
tina  to  the  Western  oonntry,  there  is  not  a 
"*'  r  of  compariKin.    If  we  should  go  as  far 


Potomac?    Those  who 
MqnaiDled  with  the  country  on  the  Potomac, 
DM  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  do 
art  heatate  to  give  the  preference  to  the  Potu- 


.  her  rapid  growth  ia  a  dear 
fnof  of  it ;  bnt  look  at  the  resources  of  the 
ntomae;  tbo  great  range  of  rich  country  that 
tx>den  ui  It,  and  see  if  tbcae  are  not  advan- 
tign  that  moat,  in  a  short  time,  produce  a 
amnerBial  town.  Sir,  a  period  might  be 
Hnwd,  not  exceeding  ten  ^eara,  within  which 
As  town  of  Baltimore  ohtamed  the  greater  part 
rfilsin<TeMeaod  oonaeqaenoe ;  a  period  often 
JMn  viU  produce  the  same  effects  on  the  Poto- 
JUe,  beeanse  the  same  causee  exist :  and  when, 
■■^eradded  to  this,  the  reddence  of  Government 
riMfl  be  there,  there  can  be  no  doubt  hut  that 
llxn  win  be  every  aooommodaticMi  that  can  be 
d«ii«d. 

It  is  rid,  Qmt  hefbre  the  ten  years  expire,  a 
n^  of  the  act  mn  take  place,  and  thua  Oon- 
gRssbekeptatPhtbaelphia.  Bnt  what  more 
«B  v«  do  than  pass  a  law  for  the  purpose  T  It 
li  not  in  our  power  to  guard  agiunst  a  repeeJ. 
Ou  aett  are  not  like  those  of  the  Uedes  and  Per- 
tes,  unalterable.  A  repeal  ia  a  thing  agsinat 
nieh  ao  provU(n  can  be  made.    If  that ' 


objection,  it  holds  good  against  any  law  that 
can  be  passed.  If  those  States  that  may  have 
a  Bnpenority  in  Oongress  at  a  Aitnre  day  will 
pay  DO  respect  to  the  acta  of  their  predeoea- 
sora,  or  to  Uie  pnblio  good,  there  ia  no  power  to 
compel  them. 

Bnt  I  flatter  myself  that  some  respect  will  be 
p^  to  the  public  interest,  and  to  the  plighted 
ftuth  of  the  Government.  Ae  to  oentrality,  the 
best  evidence  we  have  at  this  time  in  fOvar  of 
the  Potomac  is  the  different  travelling  of  t^e 
members ;  and  tTijn,  ^,  provee  inoonteetably  that 
the  proposed  place  on  the  Potomac  is  near  the 
cen^e.  If  any  arguments  oonld  l>e  brought 
against  it,  it  is  its  being  too  far  to  the  north- 
ward. For  the  mileage  south  of  the  Fotomao 
is  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  miles,  to  the  north  of  it  twelve  thousand 
hnndred  and  twenty-two  miles.  If  to  this 
le  Island  be  added,  it  will  not  be  more 
than  equal.  If  the  bill  once  pasaea,  I  am  not 
■nder  any  apprehensions  of  a  repeal;  bnt 
if  danger  of  repeal  does  exist,  it  is  of  that 
kind  against  which  we  cannot  guard.  Sir, 
we  should  calculate  on  accepting  the  bill  as 
it  now  stands;  we  ought  not  to  risk  it  by  mak- 
ing any  amendment.  We  have  it  now  in  our 
power  to  procure  a  Southern  pomtion.  The 
opportunity  may  not  sgain  speefflly  present  it- 
self. We  know  the  various  and  Jealous  interests 
that  exist  on  this  subject.  We  shonld  hazard 
nothing.  If  the  Potomac  is  struck  out  are  von 
sure  of  getting  Baltimore  (  May  no  other  plaoe 
be  proposed  f  Instead  of  Baltimore,  is  it  not 
probable  we  may  have  Snsquehamia  inserted, 
perliaps  the  Delaware  ?  Uake  any  amendment, 
sir,  and  the  hiU  wiU  go  back  to  the  Senate.  Ara 
we  sure  that  it  will  come  back  into  onr  posseesion 
again)  By  amending,  we  give  up  a  certain^ 
for  an  uncertwnty.  bi  my  opinion,  we  ahall  act 
wisely,  if  we  accept  the  bill  aa  it  now  atandii 
and  I  beg  leave  to  press  it  on  gentlemen  not  to 
consent  to  any  alteration,  lest  it  be  wholly  de- 
feated and  the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  Southern 
potation  vanish  for  ever. 

Ur.  QxKBT  s^d,  he  rose  with  greater  reluctance 
on  this  than  he  ever  did  on  any  former  occasion ; 
and  it  is  beoanse  it  appears  pretty  evident  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill  are  snreof  am^ority,  andere 
determined  not  to  change  their  minds  let  what 
arguments  will  be  offered  on  the  subject.  The 
budness  of  establishing  the  permanent  residence 
is  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of  a  m^oritry  of 
the  members  of  this  Eonse,  and  of  the  Senate, 
as  thev  have  both  negatived  a  hUl  for  this  pur- 
pose the  present  seanon.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  it  h^  ever  been  bron^t  forward,  for  it  Is 
very  evident  that  it  haa  had  a  very  pernicious 
influence  on  the  great  bn^ess  of  imiding  the 
pnblio  debt  He  Uien  mentioned  the  former  re- 
movals of  Oongrees,  which  had  never  been  oom- 
plaiued  o^  as  the  public  busineBS  was  never 
neglected.  He  sud,  that  if  the  present  hill  la 
carried  into  execntion,  a  very  great  uneasinesa 
will  ensue ;  for  the  measnres  of  Oongrees,  and 
not  th^  refddenoe,  are  the  objecta  of  ooncem 
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to  the  Mople.  TboM  State*  who  think  Utat 
litey  sun  be  iq]QTod,it  oannot  he  eqieotedwUl 
then  AoqdeMO.  He  then  nve  an  aooonutof 
theprooeaiofthiaiiieasnreuieUettenlon.  The 
trmrelling  has  been  mentimed.  Thie,  he  eaid, 
oonld  not  be  oond<leTedee  an  argomentinfikTor 
ot  the  bill,  for  the  ezpenw  to  not  pekl  bj  por- 
tionlar  States,  ft  oomea  ont  of  the  oomroon  tteft- 
■niy.  He  aMtrted  that  the  aooenibilitr  to  Nev 
YoHc  U  better  then  to  the  Fotomao.  He  con- 
tended that  the  riik  by  land  it  greater  than  bj 
watw.  He  stated  the  advantage*  tJiat  the  Booth- 
era  members  derived  fhon  oombig  to  the  north- 


In  enah  a  Southern  ntoadont  He  nid  it  was 
higUy  unreasonable  to  fix  the  aeat  of  Qototi- 
ment  in  snoh  a  powtion  aa  to  have  nine  States 
out  of  thirteen  to  the  northward  of  the  place. 
He  adTert«d  to  the  aacriSoee  which  the  Northern 
States  are  ready  to  make  in  beiog  willing  to  go 
so  far  south  as  Baltimore.  He  contended  that 
the  eipUoit  consent  of  the  EasternStstea  ao^t  to 
beobt^ed,  l>efore  thej  are  dragged  still  farther 
south.  He  ridionled  the  Idea  of  fixing  the 
Qovemment  at  Oonooocheagne.  He  did  not 
tUnk  there  was  wny  swioos  intention  of  ever 
going  to  tbia  Indian  fiaoe.  He  oonMdered  the 
wholebiimneeias  ameremanonTTe,  Baltimore 
holds  ont  Ibe  only  proq>eot  of  a  permanent  aeat 
of  Oovemment.  He  recapitulated  the  aooomit 
which  before  had  b«eii  given.  From  this  he 
adverted  to  the  general  expectation  of  the  pat>- 
Uo  with  respect  to  the  Government's  tanving 
here  till  the  permanent  seat  was  establisned. 
He  partionlarized  the  expenses  that  had  been  in- 
onrred  bj  the  citJzens,  and  for  which  they 
merited  great  honor.  He  sud,  it  had  been  pro- 
ndsed  to  New  York  that  this  plaoe  shonld  be 
the  temporary  residence  of  Oongrgea,  and  on 
this  enngement  tbej  came  into  aa  nnoondl- 
tional  adoptloa  of  the  conatitation.  Bbonld  this 
bill  pass,  what  can  it  be  denominated  hot  a  d»- 
Indon,  a  deception,  sanctioned  by  Ooogresa 
itself  i  He  remarked  on  the  several  obswva- 
Uons  offered  by  Measts.  ICanuoiT,  Lzk,  Btokk, 
andSooTT. 

Vi,  VisYsa. — When  I  find  argnmenia  made 
nse  of  to  in&ame  the  minds  of  gentlemen  against 
the  members  of  this  Hoase,  I  think  it  mj  dnty 
to  notice  snob  observationB,  Attempts  are  made 
to  bold  up,  in  anodioos  point  ofligbt,  the  mem- 
bers of  Pennaylvania.  Sir,  it  is  a  lict,  which 
your  Journals  will  jnstiiy,  that  the  members 
from  Pennsylvania  voted  the  last  eeeaioa  against 
Fhiladelphia.  I  tnist  that  none  of  those  ob- 
■ervationa  wHI  have  the  least  infloenoe  on  the 
mind  of  one  rfn(^  individnaL  We  are  sent  here 
to  do  the  public  baaneas,  and  I  trust  that 
oonsUtuen&  have  not  sent  men  that  are  U 
deterred  from  doing  tbeir  duty  by  snch  in 
iouB  insinnatjona.  sndi  iU-foonded  suggefltfons  of 
deceiving  and  deluding  the  citiunsofthis  place. 
It.  V.  added  some  more  stricturea  on  Mr. 
Qxset's  observations,  and  then  entered  largely 


into  the  merits  of  the  qnestitm.  He  siqtpcrtsd 
the  bill  on  general  principles,  and  noticed  Ibt 
•erwal  ot)jeotiona  uat  had  been  made  by  id- 
ferent  membos.  He  imputed  the  embtriH- 
ments  of  the  public  bodnsas  to  the  sssniqilko, 
and  not  to  the  subject  of  teadenoe. 

ICr,  CLTms  made  a  few  remarks  mi  die  bS 
serratioQs  of  Mr.  Bdxkk,  wbloh  were  not  fi» 
tincUy  heard. 

The  oommitte*  rose,  and  reported  propwa 


Wkdeosdat,  Jt4y  7> 
Stat  of  OiKemmmL 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  eom- 
mittee  on  the  bill  for  eetablishing  the  Uxiafxit] 
and  permanent  seat  of  Govemmuit,  Mr.  BouK- 
xoT  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  BmtxB  made  some  remaib  on  the  obsK" 
vations  of  Mr.  Yniiiia,  in  which  be  eioo^iatad 
himself  from  all  design  to  excite  nuibs  sad 
tumnlts  among  the  dtizena  of  New  York,  ta  had 
been  inainDated  by  that  gemtleman.  He  dedand 
that  he  believed  the  dtimis  inaapafale  of  be- 
baving  so  mooh  out  of  character.  For  bins^ 
be  discl^med  any  such  ide^  He  farther  ob- 
served, that  the  deiegatee  from  Penuaylnnii 
were  (blly  competent  to  advocate  the  intertsti 
of  th^partioalar  State;  they  bad  given  sbon- 
dant  evidence  of  th^  abiUliee;  tb^  tberabn 
did  not  need  the  oadstanoe  of  tha  gentloBiii 
from  Delaware. 

Mr.  EuTLiT  observed,  that  it  was  the  ft<lt 
of  the  New  York  Senators  laat  year  that  Ib^ 
did  not  vote  for  a  four  years'  reeidenoe  in  thv 
own  city,  and  the  permanent  oat  at  Gemu- 
town,  which  they  could  then  have  carried.  Hed» 
fended  himself  andhis  oolleagnee  from  say  cbant 
of  want  of  geoerosity,  and  tUeo  defected  tbe 
character  of  the  Qoakers,  Ihe  geatlemaa  Qb- 
BusEi)  b  not  aoanaintedwitb  the  peopleoallw 
Quakers  or  tb^  nlslory,  or  he  would  eoteitAH 
difCerent  eentimenta  oonoeruiiig  tbem.  Cute 
the  famous  William  Penn,  they  settled  thefiv- 


yoara  1680  and  l-.., 

century;  and  such  was  their  justice,  tfisdonk 
moderaUon  and  good  policy,  that  they  gaiaad 
r^ntation  abro^  Men  mnWated  from  lb* 
European  world  to  tbia  land  of  freedom.  th« 
preserved  peace  at  home;  lor  it  was  not  until 
the  year  ITAS,  in  a  war,  fomented  on  tbe  b«^ 
ders  of  another  Province,  that  an  inbabitsiit  d 
Pennsylvania  was  killed  by  the  hands  of  ■» 
Indian.  The  Qoakeie  had  always  beeoremaik- 
able  for  their  moral  laws,  (or  the  plsimun  oi 
their  mannera,  and  their  bmevoloioe.  lf*Ti 
should  the  gwitleman  go  to  Philadelpbia,  be 
will  find  that  these  people  will  treatbiiaai 
well  aa  any  other  society.  They  merit  not  tb» 
abuse  which  haa  been  so  freqnently  thrown 
npon  them. 

Mr.  Blooswokth  thoi^t  that  if  the  K«v 
York  Senators  had  acted  wrong,  vet  the  psc^ 
should  not  be  blamed  for  IL    ' 
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rf  lb-.  Buxss  WM  K  r«M0OBble  and  Just,  tbeA 
he  Hid  be  eonM  not  avoid  spproving  of  it, 

Ifr.LimKnsdefeDdod  t£e  NewToric  Bantr 
to*,  aitd  «ipUii«d  tho  reBBona  of  their  fonner 
(ondiiot,  which,  whan  it  wu  known,  he  be- 
lieved, wonld  ratlMT  merit  tlie  approlutioii  of 
tbe  people.  He  tlMn  ^ooeeded  to  remark  upon 
the  oondnct  of  New  York  dnring  the  war  and 
BMe.  Her  revanae  bad  been  thrown  into  the 
Truniy  of  the  United  Btatee,  and  every  sQcoor 
Ihit  orald  ^Mihly  be  expected  waa  received 
{cm  her.  Upcm  the  whole,  he  wished  the  dis- 
pnta  of  residence  conld  be  left  to  the  decision 
vt  the  three  NM^hem  and  three  Bonthem 
fititn;  and  be  appealed  to  the  House,  aa  poli- 
fiduM  and  men,  for  the  Joadoe  of  the  oaae. 

Mr.  WuewoBtB  roee  ne«.  He  waa  proceed- 
ing when  h«  waa  called  to  order.  After  aome 
alleroatJOD  oa  the  question  of  order, 

lb.  Pi.aB  B^ke  to  the  merits  of  the  qneetion, 
in  which  he  iMrodnoed  several  oondliatory  ob- 
aervatioDB,  and  then  added,  aa  to  the  place  for 
the  penoanent  residence  of  Oongrese,  any  no- 
pT^nfficed  didntareated  man  in  the  world,  look- 
uig  over  the  xaaf  of  tbe  United  Statea,  would 
jHit  hit  finger  on  (he  diatriot  pointed  ont  in  tli  ~ 
m,  aa'd  aaj,  "  This  ia  yonr  place,  air,"  As  t 
gMi^  to  Philadelphia,  it  is  not  my  wiab  to  g 
and  atav  then  aa  proposed  in  the  bill ;  bnt 
mef,  witti  my  oolleagne,  (Mr.  lOnison,)  that  I 
MwaeDt  to  so  there  to  get  into  a  more  central 
poeitioa,  and  to  be  ^lyoa  om-way  to  the  per- 
naoent  reridaMe  on  the  Potomac.  Aa  to  our 
present  aitnatlai,  the  citizens  of  Kew  Toi^ 
themaelvee  acknnrledge,  nay,  even  the  member 
Idmadf  who  im  called  me  to  order,  acknow- 
ledgea  that  it  baano  pretensions  to  bis  the  per- 
manent reaidenc*;  and  it  moat  I>e  oonfeeeed 
that  in  proportiot  aa  tt  is  improper  for  the  per- 
manent rcmdtnoe,  it  most  be  improper  for  Che 
temporary  reddenoe.  Tbe  continnanoe  of  Con- 
gren  here  hai  I>een  aoqnieeoed  in  hj  the  Soath- 
cni  Blatea,  nerely  on  the  aQpposition  that  a 
removal  to  tie  permanent  reaiifenoe  would  take 
)daoe  Hooner  f  Oongrees  aat  here  than  at 
other  place  nore  oenlral.  The  wise  and  virtnona 
dtiiena  of  Kw  York  know  thia,  and  cannot 
rtiist  the  renoval. 

Sir,  I  woa  lot  am>rebenBive  that  the  obeora- 
tiima  made  t^  gentkmen  yeeterday  could  exdte 
an  improper  eeoDtment  in  their  minds.  There 
k  not  a  dty  in  the  world  In  which  I  would 
HMHier  trust  nyaelf  and  Congrees  than  in  New 
York  J  for  it  B  auperior  to  anyplace  I  know  for 
the  orderly  ud  aeoent  behavior  of  ita  inhabi- 
tanta:  bat,  #,  when  the  member  behind  me, 
(Hr,  Bcsu)who  alluded  to  me  wlHin  he  waa 
bat  op,  s^tiat  they  were  iiMnred  and  robbed 
by  Ooogteai, '.  told  him,  as  a  friend,  that  bad  I 
Men  in  the  oair,  I  ahonld  have  caUed  him  to 
crder. 

looafeMlwaa  ahooked to  hear  that  gentle-, 
Ban'a  dedarriiona  repeated  by  a  member  on  the 
other  side  of  tbe  Honae,  who  is  remarkable  for 
hia  coolnef  I  md  his  pecnliar  attention  to  every 
Kwliment  e&red  tn  debate  (Mr.  Qkbbt.)    I 


behind  me  any  oflbnce,  I 
aak  their  pardon ;  bnt  I  etiU  think  I  sboold  have 
done  my  duty  had  I  taken  notioe  of  the  impro< 

'  ity  of  their  declaiationa  in  my  plaoe  in  the 
]ae,  aa  a  friend  to  order  and  freedom  of  da- 
bate. 

Hr.  LivKBHOBB  B^d,  that  the  motion  for  strik- 
ing ont  the  Potomac  and  inserting  Baltimore  ia 
so  reasonable  in  itself  that  I  cannot  conceive 
there  ahonld  be  one  person  oppoaed  to  it.  He 
observed,  that  Baltimore  ia  aa  fkr  eonth  as  the 
Potomac ;  the  members  vrill  then  have  as  &r  to 
go  to  one  aa  the  other.  There  is  a  river,  it  la 
said,  which  "runs  two  hnndred  miles  into  the 
oonntry  as  far  aa  the  Allegany  mountains ;  what 
advantage  can  this  be  to  Oongreaat  I  can  con- 
ceive none,  except  that  it  may  be  to  send  the 
acta  of  Oongrees  by  water  to  the  foot  of  tbe 
Allegany  monctains.  He  thought  that  tbe 
centre  of  population  was  the  only  true  oentfe. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  the  Potomac  is  at  pres- 
ent this  centre;  bnt  it  is  aaid  that  it  will  in 
time  become  the  centre  of  population.  What 
reason  is  there  for  any  such  supposition  T    The 

Iilaoe  in  which  this  &vorite  spot  is  has  been  aa 
ong  setUed  as  any  other  part  of  the  Continent, 
but  the  population  has  notkept  pace  with  many 
other  parts  of  the  United  States ;  it  ia  therefore 
entirety  chimerical  and  pioblematioal  whether 
it  ever  wiH  become  the  centre  of  population.  He 
then  enlor^  on  tbe  auperior  advantages  of  a 
popnloos  city  fur  the  aaat  of  Government,  and 
concladed  by  repeating  that  the  amendment  ia 
so  reaaonable  in  itself  that  he  hoped  every  mem- 
ber  of  the  committee  wonld  vote  for  it. 

Mr,  GEBBT,~-In  discussing  this  aubject  yea- 
terday,  I  made  use  of  snch  argnmenta  aa  ^i- 
peared  to  me  pertinent  to  the  occasion,  Bn^ 
sir,  thoae  arguments  have  had  the  most  extra- 
ordinary constmction  pnt  on  them  by  the 
gentleman  from  Delaware ;  they  have  been  rep- 
resented as  tending  to  eidte  mobs,  and  to 
raise  inanrrootionB  in  this  city.  Sir,  I  innst 
that  the  obaervations  I  made  hod  a  direct  con- 
trary tendency.  I  said  that  the  bill  contained 
thoae  malignant  prindplee  which  bad  a  direct 
tendency  to  agitate  and  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  citizens  of  America.  Those  principlea  I 
waa  endeavoring  to  expose,  and  to  show  what 
muat  he  their  obviona  efFecta.  Ia  this  ezdt- 
ing  molMt  Directly  the  reverae,  in  my  opii^ 
ion.  I  never  had  any  such  idea ;  and  as  to  the 
oitiaens  of  New  Torii,  I  have  too  Just  a  sense  c^ 
their  wisdom  and  gooid  judgment  to  harbor  snch 
a  sentiment.  He  Qien  adverted  to  the  constitu- 
tion, to  ebow  that  there  could  be  no  danger  of 
an  insnrrection  or  rebellion  against  the  GOTem- 
ment,  Oongress  is  vested  with  a  suffloient 
power  to  protect  themselves  from  every  insult 
whatever;  they  have  a  right  to  call  forth  the 
wliole  militia  of  the  Union  for  their  protection. 
[Here  Mr.  Q.  ftaa  called  to  order,  and  some 
altercation  eosuing,  Mr.  Q.  a^  be  woidd  mj 
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tbm  proceeded  to  state  £ia  arguments  agtiast 
Ibe  PotcHnao,  in  Qie  oonrse  of  which  be  noticed 
■Mne  obMTTaticHU  which  had  fUlen  from  K«een. 
Tnnna  and  Cltmib.  One  (rf  the  gentlemen 
bkd  aud  that  "  PauuylTuua  had  a  r^bt  to  the 
aeat  of  the  General  OoTemment."  TLis  he  de- 
nted ;  he  said  no  State  in  the  Union  oonid  pre- 
tend to  BDoh  a  right ;  Congreee  alone  has  a  right 
to  determine  where  the  leat  of  Qovenunent 
■ball  be.  He  entered  into  a  lengthy  diaonamon 
on  tiie  merits  of  the  Potomac,  and  among  other 
obserrstiona  asserted  that  taking  so  sootiiem  a 
rftnalion  woold  unoant  to  a  disqoaliflcation  of 
inanj  of  the  Northern  members,  who  wonid 
fttrego  their  election  rather  than  attend  the 
National  Legialatnre  on  that  rirer. 

Kr.  Yimao  read  a  report  of  »  oominitl«e  of 
the  lato  Congress,  reepeoting  two  seats  of  Odt- 
ermnent,  in  which  reptnl  Oeoi^town  was 
mentioned.  Mr.  Gbrrt,  being  one  of  this  com- 
mittee, roee  to  exphUn. 

Mr,  8EDOWI0K,  in  a  speech  of  considerable 
Iwtgth,  stated  hia  objeotiona  to  so  sonthem  a. 
■itnatiDn  as  either  Baltimt»«  or  the  Potomac, 
and  swd  that  he  should  have  the  nnhappineas, 
he  fbared,  of  dividing  on  the  qoeetion  from  his 
oolleagnce. 

Mr.  Bhsbkak  offered  some  otJcnlations  re- 
■peotjng  distonoea,  and  made  Baltimore  to  be 
the  nearest  to  the  centre  of  any  other  place  that 


Hr.  Whtti  said,  be  had  no  idea  of  altering 
the  sentiments  of  a  single  member  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  be  did  not  expect  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  would  agree  with  him.  ,  The 
gentleman  from  Msssachnsetts  bad  said  some- 
Uiing  abont  the  Oovemment  going  into  the 
wildemeea ;  he  said  it  was  tme  that  there  was 
not  at  preeent  everjr  accommodatian  which  gen- 
tlemen night  wish ;  bnt  there  is  eTery  proba- 
Ulity  that  there  will  be.  He  taiA  that  snch 
fanproTementB  were  making  in  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  as  will  render  it  a  place  Word- 
ing every  aocommodation  whether  Congress  go 
there  or  not.  He  instanced  several  places  on 
tbe  Potomac  which  were  at  this  day  snfflciently 
popnlooa  to  accommodate  Congreee.  He  then 
adverted  to  ntnations,  and  obswved  that  a  line 
from  the  AtJantie,  east  and  west,  to  the  extreme 
iK^t  mentioaed  in  the  hiU,  will  intersect  the 
Btato  of  New  Jersey,  inclnde  the  whole  of  Del- 
aware and  Maryland,  and  will  throw  thirty-one 
members  of  the  representation  in  the  sonthern 
divirion  of  the  United  States.  He  then  obaerv- 
ed,  that  after  the  present  ferment  is  subsided, 
tius  pomtion  will  be  considered  sb  a  permanent 
houdof  nnion;  and  the  Eastern  States  will  find 
their  moat  Msential  intoreata  promoted  by  the 
messnre.  He  adverted  to  the  trade  of  Ua«ea- 
ohnaetts,  which  he  said  was  greater  to  Yir^ia 
Hum  to  the  whole  Union  hesidee ;  the  Sonth- 
am  8tat«e  will  be  cordial  in  promoting  their 
■bipc^ng  and  advancing  their  interests,  when 
they  observe  that  the  principle  of  Justice  infln- 
aUM  them  on  this  great  nati 


He  then  remarked  on  die  observation  of  lb. 
BsxRitiy  respecting  the  repealing  c^  Ow  lav^ 


attraction  of  p<n>nlona  <dtiaa,  and  trosted  ih* 
other  ideas  wonld  prevail  'in  this  eonntry  tha 
what  inflaencied  in  fixing  the  seats  of  Goven- 
ment  in  Emope. 

Mr.  Bhitb  (of  Booth  Oarolina)  said,  he  w«ii 
favor  of  the  motion,  m  the  only  one  whi<^  'oM 
out  a  probability  of  ever  'fixing  on  a  aoatfaen 
remdence.  He  enlarged  on  the  difiScnlty  aad 
improbabili^  of  ever  ramoving  from  Phiadd 
phia.  He  said  that  it  was  evident,  frxm  the 
pmwit  repreeentatlon,  and  what  is  mMt  fikdy 
it  will  be  ten  years  hence,  that  Ooi^^ren  ooold 
not  be  removed  from  that  place.  Eb  then  stat- 
ed the  nmnber  of  the  members  io  the  soittb- 
ward  and  northward  of  Philadefifaia,  and  ob- 
served that  the  Congress  that  ^onld  exist  at 
the  expiration  of  ten  yeext  taaf  think  enlirelT 
difierent  from  the  present,  ant  will  not  tfalu 
themselves  bound  by  the  Itw ;  bnt  if  they 
should,  what  can  the  measme  be  denominated 
bnt  legialBting  for  the  nexteoitaryT  A  system 
proposed  the  last  session,  vhich  oombined  a 
mnch  greater  interest  than  the  present,  fiuled ; 
and  what  reason  Iiave  we  to  sixipose  that  this 
bill  will  ever  be  csrried  into  (Kecntiont  He 
said  no  gentlenian  pretends  that  the  place  pro- 
posed is  now  ready  for  the  meption  of  On 
Government;  and  even  if  tho  hnildings  woe 
now  erected,  is  there  any  gentl«nan  who  wonM 
give  his  vote  for  going  there  t  He  woold  agree 
to  a  plaoe  in  the  neigbborhcod  of  Baltimore^ 
and  this  be  supposed  was  tbefnrtheat  Eonthcn 
position  the  gentlemeta  ftom  iie  eaitward  will 
ever  consent  to.  From  all  the  iews  he  ooold  take 
of  the  measnre,  he  was  folly  tonvfnoed  ttiat  the 
Potomac  was  tacked  to  the  bill  merely  to  carrj 
Philadelphia;  he  wished  gentlenen  serionaly 
to  consider  the  oonaeqnenoes  of  |Msing  a  law 
which  wonld  so  intimately  and  nanspidooslf 
affect  the  interests  of  so  many  penile. 

Mr.  Madisoh  objected  to  the  notjoo  for  in- 
serting Bammore,  sb  it  wonld  h  rising  the 
hill  with  a  plaoe  which  hes  alrady  been  re- 
peatedly rtjected  by  the  Senate ;  be  religion^ 
believed,  be  said,  that  if  Baltimon  was  inserted 
the  bill  wonld  never  pass  the  Betate ;  and  the 
fate  of  the  VSi  which  the  gentloian  mentJona 
onght  to  be  a  serioos  warning  k  ns  never  to 
riex:  this  with  an  amendment ;  liie  instance, 
therefore,  prodnced  by  the  geotemao,  is  veiy 
mnch  against  his  own  argament 

The  qneetjon  being  pot  for  stiking  oat  the 
word  "Potomac,"  and  Inserting "Bdtimore," 
it  was  negatived— 87  to  2S. 

Tbcbsdat,  July  8. 
Gmetvl  Fott  (^^ 
The  Hoose  proceeded  to  conriilr  the  ameiid- 
meats  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  be  biU  to  es- 
tablish the  Poet  Offloe  and  post  nada  within 
the  United  Statea. 
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Tba  fint  Hnendinent  woa  to  Btrike  out  the 
btl  lai  Mcond  Mctioni,  which  specified  and 
artiUohed  the  aeTenl  roads,  and  to  insert  a 
oluN  empowering  the  Poatmaster  Qener&l, 
coder  the  direotiati  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  Btatca,  to  erttbiiah  them. 

A  cMMarrenoe  la  title  amendmeiit  was  op- 
Msed  bj  Messrs.  Bloodwobtb,  Wbitk,  Stxble, 
umMMDi,  HiSTLET,  and  Gbbbt. 

It  was  aaild,  that  it  was  delegating  the  power 
of  hpiiatioii  to  the  Bapreme  Execative  lii  one 
tt  the  most  important  points  that  oonld  be 
DMOtimed.  The  revenne  also  will  oedtre  in  the 
hind*  of  the  ExeontlTe ;  and  in  prooew  of  time 
this  raveone  may  be  converted  into  im  engine 
desfrnotive  to  the  liberties  of  the  Unit«d  States ; 
far  Bi  it  it  a  perpetual  law,  and  as  the  time  maj, 
md  jHobaUy  will  come,  when  the  Exeontive 
ntj  be  ocoTopt,  a«  the  reTenne  moreasea,  the 
<fflesn  of  the  department  will  be  incKosed, 
ud  we  do  not  know  to  what  extent  the  conse- 
ficBces  m^  be  carried.  It  is  nnoonstitntioDal, 
M  that  eipresslj  reserree  the  powe.- of  estab- 
bfaing  Post  Offices  and  post  roads  to  the  Legls- 
litiire.  It  was  ftartier  obserred,  it  wonld  be 
tbrowing  a  burden  upon  the  Prefudent  which 
be  cannot  eiecat«  with  aoj  convenlenoe  to 
UniHlt  and,  from  hia  ritnation,  with  satisfaclioii 
lo  the  oeople.  The  representatiTea  of  the  peo- 
1^  who  oome  fh>m  all  parts  of  the  United 
Sutea,  most  be  eopposed  to  have  a  more  oooipe- 
tsDt  knowledge  of  tb«  ^vper  places  for  esCab- 
iiiliiDB  post  rMda  than  the  Poatmaater  General. 

A  coDcajreiMw  waa  advocated  by  Ur.  Pa^t- 
m»E,  aad  Mr.  BmoawKK. 

ItwBsaaid,  that  upon  an  Boonrate  oalonlation 
h  was  fbond  tbtt  the  roada  [wopnaed  br  the  bill 
H  it  passed  the  Honae,  are  to  iramerona,  that 
n  &r  from  affittdliw  a  revenna,  thej  will  prove 
a  gnat  harden  to  Uie  United  States.  The  oir- 
flDBAiDoea  of  the  oonntrj  are  oontlnnall j  ohang- 
ins ;  the  teats  of  Oovemment  in  the  leveral 
States  are  removed  from  their  andent  aitnationa 


tome  hnndred  milee'  distance;  to 
iU»  tbe  people  in  snch  oases,  old  rontee  most 
bediscoDtinned  and  new  roads  opened,  which 
*ilt  be  a  perpetoal  aonrce  of  Iqidation  end 
vmecenarj  expense.  This  boBineea  waa  left 
lo  tb«  Postmaster  General  b;  the  late  Oongress, 
■Bd  verj  few  complaints  wer«  heard ;  the 
FMmaatw  General,  bj  hia  office,  mnst  be  the 
neat  competent  Jadge,  as  the  bnsinees  will  be 
tprindpai  ol^oct  of  bia  attenlioii,  and  actual 
nrers  of  theioada  will  be  made  bj  hia 


■it;-fiT|  parts,  every  one  of  which  has  its 
psninlar  convenience  in  view,  it  most  appear 
nidsat  that  all  re^Mnaibilitj  is  entirely  dia- 
ripsted.  As  to  tfae  nnoonatitntionality,  it  was 
M  that  tbe  bill  propoeeano  more  in  the  pree- 
mt  iutanoe  than  is  provided  for  in  the  other 

■'*™"—  " ' ta ;  the  principles  of  oon- 

I  are  eetabUshed  hj  the 


Encntive  Depwtmeata ; 
wiiig  the  biujnefls  i 
Hmm;  the  mode  of  ca 
lata  ueootioD  is  laft  « 


a  vi»  Executive,  and 


this  of  necessity  is  done  in  almoet  every  case    , 
whatever.    The  Honae  adjonmed  withont  com- 
ing to  a  vote. 

Pbisat,  Joly  9. 
Seat  qf  OovermMnt, 

Tbe  EoQW  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate  for  the  establishing  tbe  tempo- 
rary and  permanent  seat  of  Government  of  tbe 
United  States. 

Kr.  Bonomoi,  after  expressing  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  bill  generally,  moved  that  the 
Potomac  aboold  be  stmck  ont  and  the  Dela- 
ware inserted,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
after  some  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived, 
as  follows : 

Tau. — Hsun.  Anna,  BeoMOi,  Bondinot,  Floyd, 
Futer,  Geny,  Goodhos,  Oroot,  HnntinRtoiL,  Hathom, 
Leonard,  Lawranoe,  livennon.  Partridge,  Ita«a~ 
laar,  TminbaU.  SiihiutBuii,  Sbeiman,  3^vutai, 
StuTgM,  Sedgwick,  Wadawoitb— S3. 

Nats.— li^HTS.  Ashs,  Baldwin,  Bloodworth,  Brown, 
BnAe,  Cadwsladsr,  CanoU,  Clymer,  CoUi,  Contae, 
Filznmoiu,  Gilmau,  Heiitar,  Hai£ley,  Jaaluna,  Crala, 
Qriffin,  P.  Hulil«nbcrg,  HadiKiii,  MUhewi,  Hoora, 
Page,  Parker,  Lee,  Steals,  Soott,  SinninkKai,  Stone, 
Sevier,  Saaey,  Smith,  (of  Maryland,}  Smith,  (of  3oath 
CaioUiia,)  SuDter,  Thateber,  Tucker,  Tlning,  Vhits, 
WilliamMHi,  Wyiikocf»-S9. 

Ur.  Aiua  moved  to  strike  ont  Potoraao  and 
insert:  Germantown,  as  the  permanent  residence. 
Yeas  29,  nays  89. 

Variation — Ur.  Onjuir,  yea ;  Ur.  TmnmirtL, 
nay. 

Ur.  SxTTH  (of  Uaryland)  moved  to  strike  ont 
Fotomao  and  insert  between  tlie  I'otomao  and 
Snsquehanna.    Teas  3G,  nays  S6. 

Variation— Messrs,  Sutb,  (of  Maryland,) 
Smith,  (of  Sontli  Carolina,)  TnuianLi.,  wnA 
iHAroHBB,  yea;  Ur.  Skxriuii,  nay. 

Mr.  loAwKiNos  moved  to  strike  ont  Potomao 
and  inaert  Baltimore. 

Tku. — Haan.  Aidm^  BtsKO,  Bondinot,  Floyd, 
FMt«r,  Qetry,  Qoodhm,  Oront,  UalLani,  HnntinstoD, 
Lawrence,  Leonard,  Liisniioie,  Bmmlaer,  Partridge, 
Sohnieman,  Sedgirick,  Seney,  Shsrouui,  Smhfa,  (of 
Maiylaud,)  Smith,  {oF  South  Carolina, j  SylvMto^ 
Stnigea,  Thatcher,  IVambnll,  Wadiworth— 23. 

Naib Uexn.  Aahe,  Baldwin,  Bloodworth,  Brown, 

Cadvalader,  Carroll,  Clymer,  CoIb«,  Contoe,  Fitui- 
m(HU,  Gilmui,  Gale,  Gnffin,  Hartley,  HeisHr,  Jaok- 
•on,  Lee,  Uadijon,  M.itbewi,  Uoore,  Moblenbei;^ 
Page,  Parker,  Scot^  Sevier,  Somter,  Sinniduon, 
Steely  Stone,  'Ricker,  Viidng,  White,  Williamjon, 
Vynkoop— M. 

A  motion  was  made  to  a^joom  ;  which  was 
also  n^atived.  v 

The  bill  was  then  read  tbethirdtime^  and 
on  tbe  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass!  tbe  yeas 
and  nays  were  as  follows ; 

Ybas. — Mema.  A>1^  Baldwin,  Bloodworfl^Brown, 
Cadwalader,  CuroU,  Clymer,  Calei,  CtmUe,  Fitan- 
mma,  Gain,  GrifBn,  Hartley.  Heiitsr,  Jackaon,  Lee, 
MadisoD,  Hathewt,  Moore,  Hnhlonbeiv,  Page,  Park- 
er, Soott,  Sevier,  SinnickMii,  Steele,  Smim,  Somter, 
:  Viniog,  White,  WillianuoD,  Wynkocj    88. 
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,d,  FmMt,  QsnjL  Ooodlm,  OQauB,  Grout,  Bm- 
thflcn,  Himliiigtoii,  Lswniioa,  Lsonaid,  IJTarmoia, 
PMbMg*,  BsnHaUer.  Sohnmnui,  Sc%irick,  Santj, 
SbamMD,  EMnttar,  SmUvfofHii^xid,)  Smith,  Od 
Sonth  CwiAiift,)  Stiun*,  TbUAa,  TraatnSi,  Tui- 
«r,  Vadnrortb— W.« 


*  n>]t  metann  baams  suaUosd  wttb  th«  AMmnptli 
BUL  BuditaMMMbTUiuDtB^ailtlMiballKnnafU 
mHi  puiad.  Than  vu  i  •trong  hsUoiuI  pirtj  ftr  we 
but  sot  1111401117.  TheEutenimiidUlddlsBUtHwvnf 
the  ■nmptla&--<lu  Banttwrn  BMm  *B»liut  It :  IDm*  kM 
v«n  Ibi  Qw  PoComM  tor  th*  hU  st  SoraninMEt— tlu  Ah- 
SH  for  tlw  BmtBoliuuulL    tlM 


wko  lud  TOtid  igilut  th*  Mannptlan,  tgnaS  to  si 
IhoilTOtM:  dkvfrgm  thaSuUiB  mnd  Middla  BtUa  wbo 
bid  Toted  ifiliiit  tho  FoMmM,  ■gnod  to  dWBfo  In  Iti  kTW ; 
■ud  m>  lit  tmt  BMHnna  van  paaiad.  Ifr.  JnOtnoai  (Itm 
lUi  ■CBonst  of  it,  omimse  hk  (Mstnna:  -Thla  mcunn 
(tba  aaaninptiaii}  prodiwad  tha  mi«t  biltar  and  Uftj  Ma- 
tHt  avar  kDowiiiiiCoii|nia,1>ribnDTil>fla  thannlOBoftba 
BtMlm.  InrlTedln  tba  mMMUIt:  bBtaatm^erto  tba 
inukd.!  itianiarto  tba  aaton  In  U,b  lane  abaast  m  to 
hn*  bMt  aU  AaUlultr  vllb  tba  nl^aot,  and  u  rat  DHwan 
ofltiDl)tas^  I  took  BO  eoDoanlnlt.  Tha  (not  aadtijliig 
qaaaU-jD,  howaver,  ml  luat  la  tha  Hooae  ot  BapnaaiKatiTaa. 
Bo  U|h  wan  tha  fMda  aioltad  on  thia  anl^aat  that,  on  Iti 
nieeaim,  Ini^iii  wia  nupeadad.  Couareai  nwt  aod  ad- 
)aani*d  fton  day  to  daj  wlthaot  doing  any  thing,  tha  paHlsa 
balattaoMiwibaaltftampHtodobuliHtaCBlboc.    Tha 


IHon  via  IB  daqiali  A»  I  na  gcdng  to  Iha  Ficridasfa  oBa 
dar.ImathlmlBthaitrMl.  Ha walkad m* baakwatdi and 
ftitmida  bain*  tba  Pnaldanl'i  don  for  baU  as  bosr.  Ho 
palntad  pathaMoaltr  tba  taaqwr  Into  whlob  tba  Laglilatnn 
had  beao  wionsht— tha  dlafiut  of  thoaa  who  ware  oalled  tha 
orodltoT  fltatM-  tha  daoger  o(  the  aceaaJon  of  thali  mam- 
ban,  and  ol  tha  aapantlon  of  tba  Statn.  Ha  staorrad  that 
tha  Dwmban  of  tha  admlnlitaatlim  onght  to  aot  In  eosDirt— 
that  thOB^  tUt  qnaitlaii  vai  not  of  B17  dapaitmaat,  jet  a 

PtaaMaBt  wu  tha  oantra  on  wMA  an  admtoJftra1i>e  qiet- 
Uooa  DldBiatalr  natad,  and  that  ^  of  ot  aboaM  nltr  arosBd 
him,  BBd  BOpport,  irltb  Jotat  affbrta,  maaaoraa  appnjvad  bj 
bha ;  BBd  that  tha  qBaaUoD  bavliig  baas  luat  b  j  >  loiall  ma- 
}oti[r  obIj,  tt  wia  pnbabla  that  bb  appial  htm  aia  to  tha 
iaoaOoD  of  iofiia  of  mj  tHaad^  ml^t  aOsot 


Thcwut,  AngDflt  IS. 

Agreeililf  to  tbo  eoaeamat  TDt«  tXl  the  two 
Honaea,  an  •^jonmment  took  plaM  thia  daj— to 
meet  in  the  oitj  of  Fhilid«lphik  on  the  fin( 
Mond^r  in  Deoembernext 

PreTiooi  to  the  M^oonuowt,  »  imwimoM 
Tot«  passed  both  Houses,  retomfaig  thanb 
to  the  OorpontJM)  of  thia  City  t<^  the  degnt 
and  oonTuiieat  aooommodationa  AmushedtlM 
OoDfficsa  of  the  United  BtatOL 

A(|ioanwd,mM  dU. 


mtetl 

raTaallraHni^erlatbairhola  nbjeot;  ttetnot  krt« 
jat  iBtHiBad  mjaalf  of  the  ajftam  of  llii«aiii«  aJaptai,  I 
kaair  bM  bow  Mi  thla  wia  a  nnrnaMTj  aaQaaBsa ;  tU 
nadoBWaOlT,  If  Iti  r^aatlon  aBibBgarad  1  dliaolBtloB  <f 
OBrUBloaat  thla  tndplut  atlg^I  aboald  daam  that  Oa 
moat  BBfbrtBnata  cttSl  eoBiaqnaoAaa,  to  araft  i^<fe  afl  p^ 
Hal  and  tampoiaiy  arlla  ahoold  ba  Tfeldad.    I  pt^joaad  ■• 


gsthar,  and  I  thoogbc  It  Impoaalbla  that  laaanaibla  umb,  ■>■ 
■oiling  together  emUf,  ooold  hU,  bj  aooa  matBal  laartlHi 
ot  opinion,  to  Innn  a  oompnmlaa  whleb  vonU  Bara  tia 
UdIob.  Th*  diaenaalon  took  plaea.  I  oonld  laka  bo  [aittl 
It  bat  an  aihortator;  OBa,  beoaaaa  1  waa  a  atHBger  to  (^ 
olnaaatuuai  vblob  iboBld  goTam  IL  But  It  «>•  laHi 
agraad,  that  wbatarar  ImportaBoe  bad  baeB  attaabed  to  tia 
T(]aotlon  of  tUt  propoaltlan,  tha  pnaarratUm  of  the  Uale^ 
asd  of  ooaooid  mMg  tha  Btataa,  tm  Bior*  Impoitaat,  ai 
that  tberaftm  It  *onldba  batter  that  the  Totai^n|)aoa°* 


(haaga  Oali  ToUa.  BnlltWMobaKTadttBtthfaplIIiniaM 
b«  paanllarl7  Utter  to  the  BoBthen  BlatH,  and  that  mm* 
eoBeomltant  maanuB  ihonldbe  adopted  to  inatn  II  a  ntSi 


thaPotomaoi  and  It  wbb  thoo^t  that  bj  giTlBg  It  to  FUa- 
datphla  Ibr  tas  raaia,  and  to  Gooiselon  pennaBaatlrrite- 
warda,  thla  might,  aa  an  anodjoe,  ealm  In  a^e  dagna  ttt 
hrmant  irUoh  ml^t  be  eiolted  bf  the  other  uilubh 

;  >o  Out  of  Iba  Potamig  BMmben  (White  aod  i^t, 
bBt  the  Jt>imer  with  a  nTolaloB  of  ■*rtiwf*K  abnoat  aoBTii- 
dre)  agreed  to  ohange  their  to 

17  th*  oUiac  point." 


jvGooi^lc 


BBBATES  OV  CONaRBSS. 


FIEST  C0N6RESS.-THIED  SESSION. 


ESLD  AT   THE  GITT  OF  FHILADELPHIA,  DBCEMBEB  9,  17*0 


PBOOEEDmGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


V(Hfi>A.T,  DMeinber  8, 1790. 

The  Saaate  MemUed :  preaent, 

hwi  AjuMS,  'Viae  Frasideiit  ot  thft  United 
BWdfl,  ud  Fraddent  of  the  Beoate. 

Froin  Maw  HampiluTe,  Johk  Laii«>ok  «ad 
Fun  Wnrsin. 

Tnm  ICaHMliiiaettB,  Tkotsam  Daltob^. 

ttaa  Oonnecticint,  OuTKB  Euiwobtb. 

Aotn  New  To^  Brmn  Kino. 

From  Peniw^lTatiia,  WiLum  IIaclax  and 
Sam  UoBKis. 

From  Delaware,  Bmhakd  Buanr, 

Fram  North  Carolina,  Bakukl  Joaawroa  and 
toftmn  HiWKiNi. 

From  Bontb  OaroJina,  Fdoox  Soruat  and 
RunlusD, 

Frmn  Q«(M^;ia,  Wdxum  Fxt. 

Pmuxoir  Diomreoir,  from  tlie  State  of  New 
Jeiw^,  prodooed  lik  oredentiala  and  took  bta 
■cat  u  the  Senate,  in  the  jJaoe  of  GoTwnor 
PinuoH. 

Juan  McwBOK,  Kipointed  bf  (he  Legiala- 
tan  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  place  of 
Johk  Vuxax,  who  was  appointed  dj  the 
XnntiTe  of  the  aaid  Stat«  m  the  room  of 
Waum  OsATMtv,  deceued,  prodnoed  hia 
ndtotialfl,  and  took  hia  (Mtt  in  the  Benate. 

Tbe  TioK  PRHmxNT  administered  the  oath 
Xqaind  by  lav  to  Mr.  Diomnox  and  Mr.  If  ok- 
■i»i  reqieotiTelj, 

A  letter  was  read  from  Wnxuic  Pi.TiBS0)T, 
WTranor  of  the  State  of  Ilew  Jersey,  oommnni- 
Ming  the  redgnation  of  hia  ^pointment  to  be 
a  Senahtf  (^  the  United  SUtea. 

OrdtMi,  That  the  Seoretarj  Infbnn  the 
HooMof  Kepreaentatdvea  that  a  quorum  of  the 
Biata  ia  aaaembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 


'  TmauT,  December  1. 

,«  tttaa  die  Honae  of  fiepreacntatJvea 

M  Saute  that  a  qnomm  of  that  body 

■  MatmUed  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bnrineea. 
Memn.  I.avA(nr  and  Uobbs  were  appointed 
'eomadttee,  m  tlie  part  of  the  Senate,  to  in- 
wn  the  Preeident  of  tbe  ITnited  Statce  that  a 
IKnm  of  the  two  EonsM  is  aaaembled,  and 


win  be  ready,  tn  the  Senate  Obamber,  at  aaoh 
time  as  he  maj  appoint,  to  reo^ve  any  oom- 
monioatipn  which  lie  may  be  pleaeed  to  make. 
Hr.  LassDoit,  in  the  oonrse  of  the  day,  re- 
ported that  the  Preeident  wonld  meet  the  two 
Honaea,  as  propoaed,  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock. 

Wedkxbdat,  Deoember  8. 
JoHATBis  Euns,  ft-om  New  Jenny;  Oalkb 
Stboro.    from    Masaaohnaetts ;    and    QsoBei 
Bkad,  from  the  State  of  Delaware;  attended. 

A  letter  from  the  OommtsBioners  of  the  city 
and  comity  of  Philadelphia  waa  received,  ofl^ 
ing  to  OoDgrees  the  comity  conrt-hoose  for  their 
accommodation  doring  thdr  reeideDce  in  Phila- 
delpJiia. 

The  membera  of  the  Honae  of  Bepreeentatirea 
having  token  their  seats,  the  Pbbsioent  or  thx 
Ukitkd  &T1.TIB  entered  the  Senate  Ohamb«r, 
and  addressed  both  Honsee  aa  ftdloWB : 
fMm-Oikeiii  of  Ot  Bmci* 

au{  Boat  1^  Bcpr 
In  iDBefliig  jon  again,  I  feel  mnch  a 
bdi^  able  to  npeat  mj  cragralalatiaii  on  the  hnr* 

-*' 'I  Which  coDthme  to  distiDgniiboiirnib- 

tM  of  anothar  year  bave 
country  with  [ien^,  and  irilh  the  maana 
Uag  eonmene.  Tba  (rograH  of  pi^>aa 
credit  ii  witncaead  1^  a  conddeiable  liw  of  American 
Mock  ahnad  ai  wefl  u  at  hcma  {  and  tbe  leraoDaa 
allotted  tbrfeia  and  other  nelionelpoipcaeahaTeteaa 
calcnlation)  by  wliioh  tb^ 
tter  drenrnttanoe  i>  the  more 
it  I*  not  (Hily  a  proof  of  the  fertility  o 
'    '      ''        ~ "  HI  of  a  fortlier  iDcreaaa 


■dmtiTa  beyond 
reregnktei    Tl 


le  teatimocy  to  tbe  patrj- 
lercantile  uid  marina  part 
panetnality  of  the  fanner  in  dia- 
jementi  hai  been  ezemjdary. 
die  powen  Teitad  In  fu  bj  acta 
a  loan  ct  three  mllUona  oT  Soring 
DO  prorUODal  Duasnrei  had  ue- 
Tiooily  taken  place,  hai  been  completed  in  Hol- 
land.  A«  wall  the  celeriqr  with  which  it  hai  bsan 
filled,  u  the  natsni  of  the  teimi,  (ooniideiiiig  the 
more  than  ordiouy  demand  for  borrowing,  created 
by  the  sitoktion  of  Europe,)  giTe  a  reOHwable  hofa 
that  the  further  eiecotica  of  thoee  poweii  m^  pnK 


ogle 


ABRICOHENT  OF  THB 


OMd  with  wlnotaB*  ■od  *<>M**'^    The  Seoretarj  ofj 
the  Ti«>m7''hu  mydinctlaD*  tononimnii' 
ftartlier  pArticaUn  u  mftj  ba  raqoUta  for 


Since  Tour  lut  Muloiu  I  hare  reoetnd 
Bktioiu  1)7  vhich  it  appaan  that  tba  district  of  Eeo- 
ttxkj,  at  preesnt  a  part  of  Virginia,  hai  coDcnned  in 
oertain  pn^raaitiona  oautaiDedld  a  law  of  thit  State ; 
in  oaueqoaDca  of  irhich  the  diatiiet  i*  to  become  a 
diftinct  meiuber  of  tha  Uoioo,  in  caaa  the  reqoiate 
MnctiOD  of  Congna  be  addad.  For  thii  nnotion 
l^ication  it  now  made.  I  ihall  cause  Ae  papan 
oo  thi*  tbt;  important  bukMcdou  to  b«  laid  bafbn 

CThe  liberality  and  haimonf  with  wliich  it  hai 
oondacted  will  be  fnmd  to  do  gnat  booor  to 
both  the  partial ;  and,  the  aantimanti  of  waim  at- 
tacbineut  to  tha  Union  and  Ita  praieat  OoTtnmant, 
azpreawd  b;  onr  re!low-aiti«ni  of  Enrtnckj,  oannot 
fUl  to  add  an  aflectionat*  coooem  (br  their  paitiaiilar 
walfkre  to  the  gnat  national  impreadoiu  nuder  whioh 
jtm  will  decide  on  the  caie  mbmltted  to  foa. 

It  hai  been  heietcfora  known  to  C<^grea^  diat 
ftaqoent  iBcnrtioBi  bare  bacD  made  on  our  fWintier 
Ml^nant*  bj  certain  banditti  of  lodiani  fynu  Aa 
-iMtdl-weit  aide  of  the  Ohio.  llMaaL  with  IMM  of  tba 
bibea  dwelling  oo  and  near  the  Wabaah,  hare  of  late 
been  ptuticnlarlr  sotiTC  in  thidr  depradadona ;  and, 
being  emboUaned  by  the  itnpmil^  tS  their  Crimea, 
and  aided  by  inch  parti  of  the  nei^boring  triiiea  ai 
oonld  be  Bdnoed  to  join  In  their  boiCihdes,  or  aObrd 
tham  a  retreat  for  ibdr  priioDan  and  plonder,  thef 


and  orertores  made  on  l£a  part  of  the  United  Statei, 
lenawed  their  Tioleseei  withlVeah  alacri^,  and  great- 
er eStet  ThellTeiaf  annmberi^Tafauble  ddieni 
ha*e  Oaia  been  laeiiSoed,  and  some  of  tham  nnder 
onnunstaDCei  pecnllaily  ibocklng,  whilst  others  bare 
beeD'oarried  into  a  daidontble  ca^vi^. 

Theas  aggraTatednoTOoatian*  rendend  I 
to  thasafb^  of  the  Westan  asttlHiisnIs,  thatthe  ag- 
pastors  should  be  made  lenalble  tiiat  Ote  GorarB- 
mant  of  the  Union  is  not  leas  c^iabla  cf  pnniahing 
their  Crimea,  than  it  is  disposed  to  respect  their  rights 
and  reward  their  attaohmeDla.  Ae  this  object  oonld 
not  be  effected  bj  dereniiTe  measures,  it  became 
iM>ce*iai7  to  pot  in  force  the  act  which  empowan  tba 
Pnddent  to  oall  ont  the  militia  for  the  protectioa  of 
Hat  fiontier* ;  and  1  hare,  aoeoidii^;,  mtliorind 
an  azpeditiOD,  in  wUtdl  the  regular  tioopi  in  thai 
qnartar  are  comlnned  with  sneh  dnAs  of  militia  u 
vera  deemed  inffldant :  the  event  of  the  ■tteainte  Ii 
ytt  nnknown  to  me.  The  Secretw?  of  Wat  I«  dl- 
raoted  to  imj  befbre  jon  a  statamcmt  of  tha  infbrma- 

tian  on  which  it  is  fbmided,  as  well  as  an  ei^ ' 

the  etpenie  with  which  it  will  be  attended. 

The  disturbed  utnation  of  Europe,  and  partlonlarij 
the  critical  p««tai«  of  the  great  maritims  Powva, 
whilst  it  ongnt  to  make  ni  the  more  thankfnl  for  the 
Mteral  peace  and  secnri^  enjoyed  hj  the  United 
States,  raminda  ni^  at  the  same  tbne,  of  the  tntcnm- 
spectioD  with  which  it  become*  ns  to  preserve  these 
Uesungs.  It  requires,  also,  that  we  should  not  QTer~ 
lock  the  tendency  oTa  war,  and  even  of  preporaCious 
fijr  a  war,  among  the  □ations  moat  oonoemed  in 
aotive  oommeroe  with  this  conntiy,  to  abridge  the 
means,  and  dierebr  at  least  to  enhuioe  the  price  i^ 
tranqicotiDD  its  valnable  produotioDS  to  their  proper 
markets.  I  noommend  it  to  jonr  lerion*  reflection 
how  tkt,  and  in  what  mode,  it  may  be  expedient  to 
goard  against  embarrassments  fiom  these  contingen- 
dea,  by  snob  ennonragementi  to  onr  own  nangatim 


aa  wiQ  render  onr  oommene  and  agriecllnre  Isaa  de- 
pendent on  fonignbottoma,  which  may  hit  ns  in  the 
'Oiy  mooients  moat  intareadiw  to  both  of  tiM«e  neat 
ilyecta.  Onr  Biheiie^  and  »a  tmuportatlan  or  o^ 
iwn  prodnoe,  cAb  ns  abondant  tnaana  fin  g— rting 
mrselTe*  againit  thii  eriL 
YooT  attention  seems  to  b«  not  laaa  dna  to  that 

Caiticnlar  branch  of  oar  trade  which  belongs  to  tha 
[editarranean.  So  many  dtcmnstanoes  unite  In 
rendering  tha  praaent  itate  of  it  distnaAl  to  na,  that 
yoQ  will  not  think  any  delibetatio&s  misemployed 
which  may  lead  to  lis  relief  and  piMeotiao. 

Tba  law*  ym  ha**  already  paasad  for  tbeeata^ 
lishment  of  a  Jndlciaiy  ^«em  ban  opened  tbe  doan 
of  justice  to  all  deaviption  of  peraons.  Ton  will  oob- 
"  InyaoT  wisdom,  vhetlMrlmpnmmMib  in  tliBt 
mmayyalbe  made;  and,  partlaalariy,  iriiathv 
form  process  of  execution,  on  senteDoae  isaning 
from  tha  Federal  oonrta,  be  not  desirahk  throi^  dl 
the  States. 

The  patronage  of  onr  oommeroa,  of  oar  msrcbanta, 
and  seamen,  has  called  tea  the  appdntmant  of  Coo- 
■ols  in  foreign  ooontaies.  It  soams  ei:pedient,  ta  reg- 
nlate  hf  law,  the  exeioise  of  Aat  jnrisdiotMio,  ard 
those  fdoctions  whkib  are  permitted  tham,  eJlher  by 
express  oonvenliaD,  or  by  a  frieodly  indnlgeDOB,  b 
the  pboes  at  their  resUenoe.  The  Cousolar  Conren- 
tion,  too,  with  His  UoatChrittiBnHajM^,  has  slipn- 
lated,  in  oertain  caie^  the  ud  of  the  nati<Kial  andHip- 
'  I  hii  Consnis  established  hare.  Some  legiilatiTe 
prori^on  is  reqnlsts  to  cany  these  stqinlatiaDS  into 
Italleflbct. 

The  Mtahliihment  of  the  IGlitia,  of  a  Hint,  rf 
Staodaida  of  Weights  and  Heasont,  of  the  Poet  OIBm 
ind  peat  roads,  aie  snl^ieet*  which  (I  pnaome)  yoe 
rill  rasome  of  conrae,  and  which  are  ahnndantlf 
irged  by  their  awn  impottanoa. 


ThesafficiencyoftheniTemiesyoahaTS  eataUisbed 
for  the  ol^Jeots  to  which  they  aie  apprt^Biated,  laarea 
DO  donbt  that  the  residnaiy  pmrisrans  will  be  otan- 
mensnrate  to  the  other  ot{Jects  for  irtiich  the  pnhlia 
faith  Mandi  now  pledged.  Allow  m^  monorer,  to 
hope  that  it  wilt  be  a  farorite  PoUct  with  yon  not 
merely  to  noore  a  payment  of  the  debt  foiled,  but 
as  far  and  as  fast  as  the  growing  resoniiMS  of  tha 
oonntry  wUl  permit,  to  eianantte  it  cf  the  [Hiiiciple 
itselC  The  appropriation  yon  have  made  of  ibt 
Western  lauds  eiplahu  yoor  di^ositlons  on  this  sab- 
ject,  and  I  am  pennaded  the  aoooer  that  Talnabla 
ftmd  oan  be  made  to  oantiibnte,  along  with  other 
maana,  to  the  actual  redocBon  ot  the  public  deb^ 
salotery  wilt  the  measnrs  be  to  OTery  pab- 


the  piesant  sudon,  I  iodnlge  the  fli  , 
that  yoDT  consultations  will  be  equally  marked  witti 
wisdom,  and  animated  by  the  bn  of  yonr  oonutiy. 
In  whatersT  belongs  to  my  dnty,  yon  diall  haTO  iH 
the  ao-<^rali(ai  which  an  undiminished  seal  for  it* 
welfare  can  insfdra.  It  will  be  baj^y  for  oa  boA, 
and  onr  best  reward,  ii|  by  a  sneoeasfnl  admiiiistra- 
tion  of  our  req>«ctiTe  trnati,  we  can  make  tha  estab- 
lished Qoremment  more  and  more  iastnunenlal  in 
promoting  tha  good  of  onr  follow-ottiaeD%  and  mon 


DEBATES  OP  COHOBEaS. 


[Bduik. 


•od  vton  ^u  ol;|acit  of  tbeu  «nMbinant  and  ocmfi- 

GEO.  WASHraOTOH. 
DanxD  Sum,  DtctmUr  S,  1790. 
Tb»  n^ddent  of  the  ITnited  States  h&Tiue 
retired,  and  ^a  two  Honses  being  wparated, 
Heesra.  Ellewobth,  Kmo,  and  IzutD,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  prepare  and  report  the 
draft  of  an  Addnei  to  the  FBBsmxiiT,  in  answer 
to  Ua  Speech  to  both  Honsea. 

TsmsD&T,  December  9. 

T»Aa  PraiiemI,  md  At  Bhmrrable  Ot  Coi^/nM  qf^ 

til  TTnUi  Aofn  iffAmanai. 
TLe  msmorfiil  of  die  BcpnaentatiTei  at  the  paopla  (^ 
Kantackj,  in  Conrtntian  uaambled,  punuant  to 
aa  act  of  the  LegisUtors  of  Yirginia,  pausd  the 
IMi  December,  1T89,  entitled  "An  act  ooncem- 
ins  tba  erBCtiiHi  of  tlte  District  of  Kentocky  into  «i 
independent  State,"  bninbl;  ihoweth : 
Tlut  the  inhabitant!  of  thia  oonntry  ore  warmly 
devoted  to  the  Ameiiean  Union,  and  aa  flnnlf'  at- 
tached to  the  pRssit  h^ipr  establiihment  of  llie 
Federal  GorenuDent,  as  anj  of  the  citi«D>  of  the 
United  S(at>L 

That,  migntii^  fmn  henoe,  the;  haTs,  with  great 
^amd  and  difficvl^,  eSacted  (heir  {owent  nttle- 
menta.  Hie  hope  of  iDoraadng  Dumb^  ooold  alone 
Imtb  B^ported  the  eariy  adrentamre  imder  thoee  ar- 
dnona  eurtions.  Thaj  ban  the  ntiiTaetioD  to  God 
th*!  ho^  Teiified.  At  thit  day,  the  Herniation  and 
Aenglh  (£  (hi*  conntiy  render  it  ftiUj  abks  in  the 
opinloD  cf  jonr  msuorUlittt,  to  tarn  and  ta^pr'  ~~ 
efficient  doneilio  Qoremmeiit. 

The  ineaorenleDcee  remltiiu  &om  ita  local  ritna- 
laaa,  ai  a  |iait  of  Tiisinia,  at  Snt  bat  little  feh,  have 
far  ame  time  been  ocjecti  of  their  meet  Mrioiu  a' 
tantioo ;  which  ooaaaioaed  application  to  the  Leglili 
taue  cf  Virginia  for  rediesa. 

Hera  TOOT  roemarialiati  wonid  aeknowledge,  with 
pocnliar  pleainre,  the  beneTolence  of  Vfagii^  in  pa> 
mitting  them  to  remove  die  enla  ariiing  Aom  that 
'  g  npoD  themnalTei  a  Mate  i^  indi 


expedient  to  do,  a 


Tliii  th^have 


parkid  when  the  aaid 

It  >ow  remlun*  with  the  Prendept  and  the  Con- 
Kcvm  of  &•  United  States  to  MnotioQ  these  prooeed- 
fiiga,  br  an  Mt  of  their  lionoiable  L^idatnre,  prior 
to  the  snt  di^  of  Nmeaber,  1791,  rortheRurpoesof 
l»ijtti>lug  into  the  Federal  Union  nie  pei^fe  n  Een- 
tuiky,  ^  ^  name  of  the  State  c^Ecotookj. 


A  letter  from  the  8eoretarj  of  'Vtx  was  oom- 
mnnioated  to  the  Yios  PsBsiDzirr,  enclosing 
ondry  papers  referred  to  in  the  FresideDt'e 
Ipeeon  to  both  Houses  of  Congrees,  on  the  8th 
Dstaat,  which,  being  read,  were  ordered  to  lie 
ftif  conwderation, 

FmsAT,  December  10. 

A  letter  from  Monsieur  Beniere,  Praideot 
of  the  Oonunonalty  of  Paris,  addreceed  to  the 
PitBenmiT  and  members  of  Congress  of  tlie 
United  States,  with  twen^-aix  copies  of  a  Qvic 
Enlo^r  on  Ben/uon  FuirzLnr,  prononnoed  tiie 
£lst  daj  of  Jul;,  17S0,  in  the  name  of  the  Oom- 
monalt;  of  Paris,  by  Uonsieur  L'Abb£  Fanohet, 
was  delivered  to  the  Senate,  b;  Mr.  Lear,  Beo- 
retary  to  the  President  of  the  United  StatM. 

Bead,  and 

Ord&rtd,  That  Hie  lett«r  and  copies  of  the 
Enl<^  be  sent  to  Qia  House  of  Representativee. 

A  meesage  from  the  House  of  RepreeentatiTM 
informed  the  Secat«,  that  thevhave,  on  tlidr 
part,  appointed  the  B«r.  Dr.  Blaib  one  td  tiie 
OhwlauLs  of  the  present  Congreaa. 

Mr.  Eli^wokth,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  report  the  draft  of  an 
Address  to  the  Preddeat  of  the  United  States, 
reported  aooordinglj;  and,  the  report  bting 
.amended,  was  adopted,  as  Moweth : 

To  At  iVenHotf  ^  Its  UmHtd  Sbam  i/  Ammm. 

We  Mcaire,  dr,  with  jMiticnlar  sattAdian,  the 


talned  in  Toorspeeoh,  wbich  <x 


matA  the  ^jprobation  of  dw  General  Qovenimrait, 
tbey  hare  to  eall  a  Conrentioo,  to  fbnn  a  rimitita 
tioo,  enbeeqnwit  to  the  aot  of  Congiew,  and  prior  to 
Ae  daj  fixed  tot  tin  independence  of  thu  ooiutoy. 

When  yoor  menuaialiats  refleot  upon  the  pnueat 
eompiebendve  ijstem  at  Pedeial  aoremmeut,  and 
wboo  tlie;  aleo  i«coll»ct  the  detanninatioD  of  a  fbr- 
■i«T  Congreaa  on  thia  snliject,  the;  are  left  without  a 
doBbt  tiiat  the  object  of  their  wishes  will  be  accnn- 
pUed. 

And  jmr  memoriahita,  as  in  dn^  bound,  ihall  for 


fiim  to  OS  the  fli^reuiTe  itate  of  tlie  public  cradit^ 
and  aSbrd,  at  the  aame  time:,  a  new  proof  of  the  soUd- 
Itj  of  the  foundation  on  which  it  rests ;  and  we  cheer- 
full;  join  in  the  acknowlsdgment  which  is  dae  to 
the  probit;  end  patriotinD  of  the  mercantile  and  ma- 
rine part  of  oni  lellow-citisens,  wboee  enlightened  at- 
tachment to  the  prindplea  of  good  government  ti  not 
IBM  cooqMonoQs  in  thii  than  It  lus  been  in  other 
important  respects 

In  confldflDM  that  ever;  eoostitntloDal  prelimiriar; 
has  been  (Aeerred,  we  asuie  you  of  out  di^ittioa 
to  concur,  tn  ^ving  the  requisite  sanction  to  the  ad- 
miaiOD  of  Keotnck?  as  a  distinct  tnember  of  the 
UuioD  ;  in  dang  which,  we  diall  intidpBta  the  hqip; 
effecta  to  be  expected  from  the  aentunents  of  attach- 
ment towards  tiie  Union,  and  its  praseut  Government, 
which  bavfl  been  eipreased  b;  ma  patriotio  inhabi- 
'nts  of  that  district. 
While  we  rc^^t  that  the  continnaooe  and  increase 
the  hoctllitiei  and  dspredatioaa  which  have  dis- 
Msed  our  oorth-westem  frontiers,  should  have  ren- 
deied  offonuve  measures  neceasar;,  we  feot  an  entire 
confidenae  in  the  sufBcieoc;  of  the  motiTea  which 
liav«  produced  them,  and  in  the  wisdom  oftiie  dispo- 
ntiona  wliicb  have  heeu  concerted,  in  pnrananoe  of 
the  powen  vested  in  yon ;  and,'  whatever  ma;  have 
been  the  event,  we  ahall  cheeiAill;  ooucor  in  the  pio- 
viaiiHU  whioh  the  eipeditioa,  that  lias  been  underta- 
ken, may  require  on  the  part  of  the  Legialature,  and 
in  anr  other  whioh  the  fatmepsaoe  and  safet;orour 
frontier  Battlements  ma;  call  for. 


Coo'^lc 


ABBIDOHEKT  0»  THK 


«.] 


of ^XitolS^M ■» oI*«*  too intoK-ting »rt  to 

i,„^  ■  ^^Mdiio.  to  gemote  fl?™.^^^,;"^*; 

nuQ*  which  itM  «■(■«"  to  HI  wmiuWnt  with  thdr 

utnnl  pnwTB-  uid  pwmMieat  P»q^^-  ^ 

Imprwd  wltii  the  impaiUtioa  of  »  fre»  intePiwniM 
with  the  MedltanMiwn,  we  di*U  »*  tliink  k^  de- 
Ubenlioo*  im«eiiipl<^  lAidi  in.y  condnoi  «_&» 
(doption  of  pi'ipw  n»«>«~  fc*  "■»»*«"*•  ™I**' 
imaaU  Oat  obrtrnot  it. 

Thaimprowiaentrfaw  JiKlkdMj^**"!,  w™ 
«tber  bnportmt  oye««  to  which  jot  h««  p^ted 
our  MUaHtm,  wffl  not  fiil  to  engiga  Sia  ooniW 
tlon  flwj  Mip«otiTdr  merit. 

In  the  eotuie  of  onr  dellberetioni  upon  erm 
jeot  wo  ahall  rely  upon  thet  oo-ope«tloo  which  en 
^nJiiniiiiihed  leal,  onii  Inc«M«nt  oimety  br  the  pat- 
Uo  weUuB,  on  your  pert,  so  thorongtJy  eiunte ; 
u  it  li  our  ukzioiu  Min,  m  it  ihdl  be  out  om 
ondo«TOr,  to  reDdar  the  e««bli>hied  Qommmont 

^ow-cttlMnl,  end  '  """'      - -"*■ 


Ordtred,  That  the  Addraas  to  the  Presidant 
of  the  Dnitad  Btftte*,  in  answer  to  his  Speech, 
be  preseotad  by  the  Vice  Preddent,  attended 
by  the  Senate,  and  that  the  CMmmlttee  which 
reported  the  Addreaa  wait  on  the  President 
and  desire  to  be  informed  at  vhat  tinw  and 
plaoB  be  will  reoeive  the  same. 

U0NDI.T,  December  IS. 

Wnjuu  B.  JoHMOH,  ftom  Connectiont,  and 
pmjp  ScmmiK,  from  New  York,  attended. 

Mr.  Ellbwokth,  from  the  oommittee  appoint- 
ed on  the  10th,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  reported :  ^^ 

That  it  wotdd  be  agreeable  to  the  Pre«dent 
to  receive  the  Address  of  the  Senate,  in  answer 
to  his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Oongrcea, 
Monday  next,  at  12  o'clock. 

Whereupon, 

The  Senate  wuled  npon  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States  at  his  own  honse,  and  the  Vice 
President,  in  their  name,  communicated  to  him 
the  AddresB  agreed  to  on  the  10th  instant;  to 
which  the  Preadent  of  the  United  StstM 
pleaaed  to  make  the  following  reply : 

GEXTLEHior !  ThsM  aMurBUCOT  of  fSTOTable  ai 
tion  to  tho  lubjecti  I  heve  recommended,  and  of  en. 


UoHSAT,  January  17. 
jAxaa  QcxB,  from  0«or^  Attended. 

Fbjdat,  January  31. 
Ohaklh  Oabxoll,  fivm  the  State  of  Maiy- 
land,  attended. 

MoNCAT,  Febmary  14, 

The  8enat«  on  EzecntiTe  buwnesB.  The  foV 
lowing  Message  from  the  Pemidbmt  o?  th» 
"mrxD  Statis  was  under  oonmderatiOD : 

mfJemat  of  lis  Seualt : 

Coaa^^iag  tliat  in  the  potable  vnnt  cr  a  rann] 
of  jnMioe  on  the  pert  of  Great  Britun,  wo  ihodi 
atand  1^  oommitted  ihonld  it  be  nud«  to  a  priTita 
rather  then  a  pnblio  penon,  I  enqiloyod  Mr.  Gm- 
temonr  Morrii,  who  wei  on  the  epot,  and  without 
giTiu  him  any  definite  charaeter,  to  enter  infinmal- 
fy  into  the  eonferaioei  befbra  mentloDed.  Fvt  your 
mora  paitieiOer  infixmetion,  1  lay  befbra  yon  &e 
lutnulioo*  t  gave  Urn,  and  thoee  pnte  « 
rhenin  die  Britiih  ir-'-'-^ 


tire 


_ie  which  I  ought  to  feaL  I  thank  yon  for  them 
both,  Bnd  ehall  continne  to  rely  much  for  the  socoeu 
of  all  oor  meamrei  fat  the  public  good,  on  tlie  eid 
they  will  receive  from  the  wisdom  and  mtegri^  of 
TOUT  oonncilB> 
'  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  retnfced  to  the  Senate  Chambw. 

Wbdnxsdat,  December  IB. 
JoBBPH  Stahtok,  Jimior,  from  Bhode  laUnd, 
attended 

Monday,  January  10. 
John  Hkhry,  from  Maryland,  attended. 


either  in  convereatlon  or  by  letter.  Theee  era  two 
letten  from  the  Dnka  of  Leedi  to  Mr.  Honie,  aid 
three  letters  of  Mr,  Moma,  fpving  an  acooont  of  two 
nnost  with  tba  Duke  of  Leeds,   and  one  with 

and  Mr.  Pitt     The  eum  of  dieae  ia,  that  flig 

deoUra,  without  aoiupla,  they  do  not  mean  to  ftiUI 
whet  remains  of  the  Treaty  of  Peaoa  to  be  fblfilkd 
on  their  part,  (by  which  we  are  to  nndeiMand  tfce 
delivery  of  the  poeti  and  payment  for  pMpeity  tax- 
lied  off,)  till  porfortoanee  on  onr  part,  and  oompa^- 
■ation  where  the  delay  haa  rendered  the  parftnn^Me 
now  impracticable ,-  tlut  on  the  tubjeot  of  ■  tiea^ 
of  Dommerce  they  armded  direct  anewm,  ■>  ■■  to 
■atiaiy  Mr.  Morria  they  did  not  mean  to  enter  mta 
nnleee  it  could  be  extended  to  a  treaty  of  alliance 
niive  and  defiauKve,  or  nnleis  in  the  event  cf  a 
nplain  with  Spain. 

Ai  to  the  seodli^  a  Hii^Mr  here,  I3iey  made  ex- 
cnMa  at  the  Srat  oonteranoe,  seemed  di^needtoitin 
the  SBOond,  and  in  the  last  exproM  an  intention  rf 

Their  views   being  thus   anffidently  asoeitilBed, 
I  have  dire^ed  Mr.  Uomt  to  discontinne  his  oob- 
mnniMfion*  with  them.     GEO.  WASHINOTON. 
Omm  Btatb,  rtk  It,  tin. 

Ordered,  Th&tthiBMessageliefdroontiden- 

TiTMDAT,  Febmary  16. 

BioBASD Eehsi  LBB,from  Vimoia,attended. 

No  bnuness  of  importance  before  the  6«itta 
to-day. 

TauBSDAT  Etkhui«,  March  8. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  RepresmtatiTei 
Informed  the  Senate  that  they,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  bnsinees  before  them,  in- 
tend shortly  to  aiJJoQm  without  day. 

Ordimd,  That  the  Secretary  acquaint  the 
Honse  of  RepreaentativeB  that  Uie  Senate,  hav- 
ing completed  the  Legislitive  bnsinesB  before 
them,  are  about  to  acUourn;  and  having  ao- 
qn^ted  the  Vrci  PRBsinmr  that  he  had  dali- 
vered  the  messaJte, 

The  Senate  a^onmed  wltboU  day. 


Cockle 
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MovDLT,  DeooDber  S,  1790. 


<  ITta  Hampthirt — Abixi.  Fobtxb,  TSvaa- 
oiAs  unjLui,  and  SiinriL  Litskuorb. 

JVom  MauaelwuttU—^^asaiK  Akxs,  Bmj4.- 
Mm  Gooiran,  and  Gsopoa  Tai.TOHBR. 

.Awnt  Cl»uHet*Mt^~-IlitUAMiR  Huvniraioir, 
BoecB  Shbbicaii,  and  Johathas  Sttbsbb. 

.Avm  JlfinB  Foffc— EsBWT  Bd»o»,  Wiuuk 
FtoTs,  JomrLiirBBirim,  and  Pitbb  STLTBnBB. 

Prom  Jfem  Jirwy— Eiia»  BotnnjroT,  I^m- 
tXKt  Oabwalacrb,  and  Jaxu  SomTsnuir. 

Avm  AnMyleaftu) — OsoBei  OLTime,  Tbo'b 
RvzaDf  om,  FUDBBiox  Auoustdb  UuHUamiBe, 
Pbt*s  Hithlbnbzeo,  and  Henbt  Wmxoor. 

Awn  Jfarylantt— JosBDi.  BlKST. 

.n-OM  Ftr^tntd — John  Brown,  SuiuklGrif- 
nx,  and  Jamkb  Uu>isoir,  Jnnior. 

Prom  lf»rth  Carolina — Tuotet  Blood- 
woKTB  and  HnoK  Wiuxutsoir, 

JVmm  AnitA  Carolina — ^WnuAK  Sketh, 

JVoM  Oeorfia — Aammif  BujtmiT. 

Whieb  not  fomung  a  qDoram  ot  the  wbole 
*^  ~,  the  Honae  aqjoonied  nntil  to-morroir. 


Tdudat,  December  t. 

Dunn.  Bcens  and  Thoius  Soott,  from 
FennaylvaDia ;  Bioiusd  Bland  Lex,  from  Vlr- 
pnia ;  and  Daihsl  Hcaxa,  from  Bouui  Oarolina, 
^ipearad  and  took  their  seats. 

Vtujuf  B,  Oitn,  from  Yirginio,  retorned  In 
Uw  plaee  cf  Theodorick  Bland,  deceased,  also 
appeared,  prodnced  hia  credentials,  and  took  his 


WsDWDAT  December  8. 

EisxiDSB  Qbbbt  and  JasAmis  Obout,  from 
ICaaHaehiMetts ;  Ahdiebw  JIoobb  and  Auxaspkb 
Whttb,  from  Virginia;  and  Thoiub  Thimb 
TucKBK,  from  Boutb  Oaroliaa,  qipeared  aqd 
took  their  seata. 

A  meamge  from  the  Senate  inibrmed  the 
Hcmse  that  they  are  readj  to  meet  the  members 
of  this  House  in  the  Senate  Ohamber,  to  receive 


iimioation  from  the  President  <^ 


the  United  Btatoi. 

Hi.  Spbakkb,  attended  by  the  members  of 
thia  House,  then  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Oham- 
ber,  for  the  ptnpoee  ezpreased  in  the  above 


And  being  retnmed,  the  Sfbabxb  laid  befbre 
the  House  a  oopy  of  {he  Speech,  delivered  by 
the  Pbbsidbnt  (whioh  wiD  be  fbimd  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate). 

Which  being  read,  it  wa^  on  motion,  com- 
mitted to  the  oonsideration  ot  a  Oommittee  of 
Ihe  whole  Houm  to-morrow. 

TfiTTBSDAT,  Beoember  0.' 
Jaxbb  Jaokbov  and  Qxobbb  MAmnre,  from 
Georgia,  appeared  and  took  th^  seata. 

Addrtm  to  th»  Preaid«rU. 

On  motion,  the  Honse 'resolved  itself  into  & 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Speech  (rf  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  l£r.  IivzsiiosB 
in  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lawsbnob,  the  oommjttes 
agreed  to  a  resolation,  which  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  to  the  House,  whidt  was  oononrrod 
with  as  fbllowa: 

BttBlnd,  that  It  ig  the  opinion  of  thii  (mnmittea, 
that  BO  Ajldceia  oo^t  lo  be  pi«*enl«d  by  the  Hoiui 
to  Iha  Pmident  of  tiiB  United  StMes,  in  answer  tohii 
Speech  to  both  Hoiuei,  with  tsninuicei  that  tbi* 
HouM  triH,  withoQt  delay,  ptooeed  to  take  into  con- 
iddeialioa  the  varioas  and  impnitaat  matten  raoom- 
mended  (0  Oidr  attention. 

Ami  Ueaars,  llAnisoN,  Aubs,  and  Titoxxb, 
were  ai^int«d  to  prepare  the  AddrMi, 

Fridat,  December  10. 

GBOBQBPABTBiDaBffromMaSBacbneetts;  Jov- 

ATBAS  Tbcmbcix  and  Jbbbmiah  Wadbwobth, 

ft«m  C!onoecticnt;  Thoiias  BiKincsaoK,  from 
New  Jersey ;  and  William  Smith,  from  Mary- 
laud,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 


Goi 


,glc 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THB 

jliUrtM  to  Oi  AmfaiK. 


of  tbe  OomiDonaltjr  of  Park,  addr«Baed  to  the 
Federal  LegiaUture,  wu  read  tia  foUowa : 

Mr.  Praidmt—aaUlmtm: 

Tha  Devi  bu  readied  onr  e*n — Fkakklh  Ii  no 
mora  1 — Fbaitkus,  the  citiien  of  the  votU  1 — AU  n^ 
tioDl  are  indebted  to  him  for  uutrnction  in  ereij 
Imsoh  at  iciaace.  They  mn  all  bound  to  partiemate 
in  the  prief  oeeaakHied  hj  thii  common  loo.  But 
the  Aiaemblj  of  the  BeprBsentativea  of  the  Com- 
monalty of  our  caintal,  thipkiiy  it  theit  da^,  in 
addition  to  the  geoaral  monnung,  to  pay  to  hii 
memory  a  ihitber  tribute  <£  honor,  have  ordarad,  by 
a  public  decree,  that  the  Tbtne*  and  talesti  of  this 
great  phikwopher  ahonU  be  perpetuated  to  diatant 

ri,  ID  a  pnblio  and  aolenin  Eulogy — the  Siat  of 
kind  erw  bertowed  by  onr  nation  on  oirio  wor&. 
By  oidfr  of  the  Anembly  I  ixansmit  it  to  your 
hand*;  and,  with  the  moit  Uvely  wivUlonB  of  plea- 
•ore,  ambraoa  the  t^ipoitoai^  of  paying  due  homage 
to  a  body  of  men,  idio  not  od^  ponan,  but  an 
jutiy  entitled  to  eqjoy  Ae  tweet*  of  Uber^. 

Iliay  the  qipiobatioa  of  yoor  AMemUy  attend,  aa 
well  Um  pceaent  ilnlf;  u  &e  fraternal  and  relpeotflil 
Mtimenta  with  which 

I  am,  Mr.  Prendent — Gentlemen, 
Tonr  mod  obedient  homble  asTTant, 

BENIERE, 
Doctor  of  Ou  Sottomit,  Supplebirj  ManOtr 
^  lit  ffatiimal  AumNg,  OMJ  JVwufaa* 
^  Os  OommaiaUg  of  Parit. 
To  tlie  Faun^ra  and  Canavaa 

o/Uu  Unilad  Stalat. 
The  letter  aooompanied  tweoty-ux  copies  of 
the  Bolt^nm  on  Dr.  FBANxmr,  deUvered  bj 
the  Abbe  Fftnchet,  pnnoant  to  a  decree  of  that 
bodv, 

Hr.  BonDmoT  proposed  that  Qurteen  oopiw 
of  the  Eolopom  b«  returned  to  the  PresideDt  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Senate ;  which  was 

Ur.  SuTH  (of  Sontn  Oarolina)  obgerred,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  reqnest  uie  President  of 
the  United  States  to  retnm  an  answer  to  the 
Premdent  of  the  Oommonaltj  of  Paris,  or  that 
a  Joint  Oontnittee  of  the  House  and  Senate 
sboold  be  appointed  for  the  pnrpose.  He  was 
not  tenamons  of  any  partionlar  mode,  but  sup- 

Ced  it  highly  proper  that  some  notice  ehonld 
taken  of  the  polite  attention  shown  the  Got- 
emment  by  the  President  of  the  Oommonalty. 
of  Paris.  The  bnaness  was  specially  oommitted 
to  the  Sfukbb. 

An'eeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  tAke  into  consideration  the  Address  to  the 
Preddeut  of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his 

rich  to  both  Hooses.  as  reported  yesterday, 
LtTKBuOBB  In  tlie  chair. 

The  Address  was  read  by  the  olerk,  and  then 
disonjsed  by  the  oonimitteein  paragraphs. 

On  reading  the  olansa  respecting  tlie  Western 
expedition  agtunst  the  Indiuis, 

Ur.  Jaokson  roee  and  observed,  that  be  was 
as  fhlly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  an 
Indian  war,  and  of  extending  the  protection  of 
Oovernment  to  onr  de^celees  frontiers,  aa  any 
man  whatever,  and  had  no  donbt  of  the  neoes- 


sity  of  the  measores  taken  to  ohastise  the  baa- 
ditti  OS  the  Ohio ;  but  as  a  BepreeentatiTe  from, 
the  State  of  Georgia,  he  should  think  himself 
inexcusable  were  to  not  to  expren  bis  astooBh- 
ment  that  no  notice  is  taken  in  the  Preridott^ 
speech  of  the  treaty  with  the  Oreek  Nation ;  a 
treaty  which  has  spread  alarm  among  the  mi>> 
pie  of  that  State — a  treaty  by  which  rawe  Uud 
three  millions  of  acres  of  land,  the  property  <rf 
the  State  of  0«oi)n>i  goarantded  to  that  State  by 
the  Oonatitntion  of  the  United  States,  are  ceded 
away  witbont  any  oompeoMtdon.  Mx.  J.  then 
adverted  to  several  artaelea  d  the  trealj,  wMdIt 
he  said  controverted  the  plainest  prindplsa 
of  the  oonatitDtion,  particularly  those  parti 
which  secnre  to  every  citizen  the  ri^ts  at 
property.  He  contrasted  the  present  mtnatimi 
of  the  inhabitants  of  6eor^  wiUi  what  it  was 
nnder  the  British  Oovernment,  and  aaid  this 
treaty  placed  them  in  a  less  eli^tje  iMaation  hi 
reopeot  to  the  Indians. 

It  had  been  aud,  exdaimed  he,  that  thne  are  . 
secret  articles  in tibe  treaty.  GoodGodl  at  this 
early  period  are  there  to  be  secret  aitidee  exist- 
ing between  the  United  States  and  any  other 
nation  under  heaven  I  Treaties  by  Qie  oonsti- 
tntion  are  to  be  considered  the  aopreme  lav 
(^  the  land ;  bnt  will  Oongresa  permit  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  like  tiioee  ot  GaligvJa,  to 
be  placed  where  they  eannot  be  read,  and  thai 
punish  the  people  to- not  obeying  them  I  The 
people  will  never  snhmit  to  be  bonnd  by  secret 
articles. 

[Here  the  Ohurman  intermpted  l£r.  Jaokbov, 
by  inquiring  whether  his  obeorations  were  in- 
tended as  introduchn^  to  any  motioD  on  the 
paragraph  Jnst  read.] 

Hr.  J.  repbed,  that  it  was  his  intentitm,  at  a 
ftiture  day,  to  introdnce  a  motion,  that  the  Pn- 
Bident  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  the 
treaty  with  the  Greek  Indiana — not  except- 
ing the  secret  artidee.  He  then  expatiated 
on  the  sufferings  cS  the  {Wople  of  Qeoi^^  and 
asked,  what  mnst  be  their  feelings  when  tiiey 
reflaot  on  the  preparations  nude  to  chastise  the 
Wabash  banditti,  while  the  exertiona  (^  Oon- 
gresa have  not  been  called  forth  to  their  relied 
The  Preddent  sent  three  Oommijdonera  to 
Qeorgta  ^ot  one  of  whom  was  a  dtixen  of  that 
State).  They  inyestigate4  the  truth  of  hw 
repreeentations,  and  made  a  report  favorable  to 
her  clums,  that  the  lands  in  dispute  were  &irly 
purebaeed,  and  as  fully  obtdned  aa  the  Con- 
federation, or  the  nature  of  the  ease  wonld  ad- 
mit; bat  what  has  been  the  result!  The  treaty, 
BO  &r  from  recogninng  the  rights  of  Q«orgia, 
has  sacrificed  Uiem — the  report  (^  the  Oommia- 
sioners  does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended 
to.  On  the  other  hand,  a  savage  of  the  Oreeks 
bss  been  invited  and  iron^t  to  the  aeat  of 
Government,  and  there  loaded  with  Avon,  and 
caressed  in  the  moat  extraordinary  manner. 

He  said,  he  wonld  not  at  resent  engroes  any 
more  of  the  time  of  the  Hoose,  only  to  give 
notice  that,  at  a  future  opportunity,  he  aboald 
move  that  the  Preeident  oTthe  United  Btatea  be 


.Coo^^lc 
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. .  ^  I  lay  before  the  Honse  for  tieir  con- 

■derUiDD,  the  treat;  with  the  Creek  Indiaiu — 
not  doeptiog  the  secret  ftrtioles. 

TIm  fmgnfh  reepectiog  enooaragiiig  our 
OTB  DivigUioii  being  read, 

Mr.  SioTH  (of  South  Osroliaa)  obeerred,  that 
b«  did  not  riae  to  propose  aaj  alteratknu  ia  the 
ttjlt  at  t]ie  Addren ;  the  langoage  wm  BQoh  aa 
■d^t  be  expected  from  the  aoknowledged  sbil- 
itm  of  the  gmttlemaii  who  drafted  it     "" 


reapect  to  onr  own 
navtgtlkiii,  whieh  maj,  in  the  uene,  prove  in- 
huiooi  to  the  agiionltimd  intereHts  of  the  United 
Btttci.  At  this  earl;  period  of  the  seeuon,  it 
(ppMred  eitremetf  improper  for  the  House  to 
cammit  itself  especially  sa  few,  if  anj  of  the 
StalM,  are  fnllj  repreeented  on  tlie  floor.  He 
TH  ifrud  that  the  mode  of  expression  adopted 
in  tbe  Address  would  condaoe  to  the  exoliudon 
id  foeign  bottoms  altt»etber.  If  the  opinion  of 
the  oMBinittee  ahonld  bead(n>tad  hj  the  Honse, 
b(  coDceiTed  it  woold  be  anticipating  a  dedsion 
(oOwnechidiDgftitDra  disons^ns  <^  theanl)- 
)«t.  He  foresaw  that  thispuagraph  would  be 
mlbdap  at  some  flitnre  pwiod,  and  bronght  as 
B  iigniiMnt  against  anj  different  propodtions 
tfait  might  be  ofibred — and  thos  the  question  be 
ietemined  without  any  debate.  He  thonght 
Un  Address  went  into  too  minnte  a  considera- 
Iho  of  the  several  psrt«  of  the  fipeecb,  and  could 
lure  iriahed  tb&t  more  general  terms  had  been 
Md.  Ai  a  snbstitnte  for  the  paragraph  under 
OMaderation,  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
nnt  in  sobetanoe : 

rf|Bn£ng  igainit  tlM 
li^  ud  Till  tike  inch  m«unm«  w  may 
tntj  (ibMnutioa  to  tbe  promerity  of  tha  do 
■d  igrinihara  of  tbe  UniUd  Statu.' 
Ir.WnLiutBoir  observed,  that  he  saw 


"ttifKaioa  adopted  bj  the  committee  is  in  so 
pnml  terms,  that  be  hoped  it  would  have  met 
tlw  fidl  approbation  of  every  member  of  the 
•mmittee.  The  Prendent  propoMe  that  the 
anaatne  ot  the  United  Bt^ee  (honld  be  re- 
Esnd  from  all  h^nrions  restriotions ;  nothing 
MB  b»  mtm  Jnat  and  resaonable ;  and  this  is 
P«rfe!tlj  comiMtible  irith  snpporting  the  agri- 
odtmliotMMtsof  theeonntry;  the  promotion 
•^  tbe  fiirm^  involvea  that  of  the  flatter.  He 
tndMd  « the  impotiUons  of  Great  Britain  on 
Mr  eoitniere^  and  observed,  that  reason  and 
^Ae  point  oat  the  propriety  of  seeUng  redrees. 
MihoVever,  saw  na  opposition  in  the  two  pro- 
|><itiiiu;  bat  as  tbe  obvions  design  in  biing- 
■cfimrttd  the  snbstjtole  is  to  trndnde  sn^ 
ninqiiirj  as  tb«  exigenoy  of  the  case  seems  to 

^nre,  he  hoped  it  woold  not  be  adopted. 
b.  iujKBos  observed  that  he  had  seconded 
4e  notion  of  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Oaro- 
^^bacanse  he  tbooght  there  was  an  obvioaa 
onnaoe  in  thn  two  modes  of  eipreeri<»i.  He 
t^  entered  into  a  disonsrfon  at  the  ant^eot 
Tot  I— 17 
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generally;  and  enlaiged  on  tiie  injnrioos  con- 
aeqaencea  which  would  result  to  the  Boathem 
Statw  particolarly  by  enhancing  the  dnties  on 
foreign  bottoms.  He  said,  that  the  tonnage  was 
at  present  so  high  as  to  prevent  foreigners  frcan 
becoming  our  ceirierg;  several  instances  of  tlda 
had  been  mentioned  to  him  from  good  anthority ; 

id  while  the  American  shippinK  was  inocan- 
int  to  the  ol^ect,  and  he  call^  on  gentle- 
men to  show  that  it  was,  the  eiclnuon  of  for- 
eign ships  fr«m  our  ports  must  be  ruinous  to 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia;  therefore,  he 
hoped  the  amendment  would  take  plaoe. 

air.  Sbmbxab  aaid^  that  tbe  words  in  tbe  re- 
port appeared  to  hmi  less  exceptionable  than 
those  in  the  proposed  amendment,  even  on  the 
principle  supported  by  the  gentleman  in  favcv 
of  the  amendment  In  the  report  it  was  only 
sdd,  we  ahonld  consider  what  means,  Ac.,  but 
the  amendment  declared  we  sbonid  take  effbo- 
tnsl  measures.  The  words  in  the  rep<»t  tfsHj 
binding  as  to  consider — those  in  the  amend- 
ment ^diging  OS  to  act  He  thought  the  answer 
ahonld  be  general,  and  woa  therefore  ogainat 
the  amendment 

Ur.  Shttb  (ot  South  OoroUna)  observed,  that 
the  member  last  np  had  confined  his  obeervo- 
tion  to  the  first  words  in  the  paragraph  oMect- 
ed  to.  If  he  will  take  the  trouble  of  reading 
a  tittle  farther,  be  will  see,  that  as  the  report 
stands,  we  give  it  as  our  opinion,  that  foreign 
bottoms  ought  to  be  excluded,  which  wonld  o« 
severely  felt  by  the  Btatee  of  South  Garolinaand 
Geor^a^  We  cannot  wholly  depend  npon  onr 
own  vessels  for  the  exportation  (rf  onr  [wodnoe ; 
they  are  not  soffldently  nomerons,  nor  will 
they  be  for  many  years;  therefore,  let  ninot 
at  this  time,  in  a  hasty  manner,  declare,  that 
all  articles  exported  sh^  be  carried  in  onr  on 
bottoms.  To  settle  this  important  qneetion, 
Ur.  8.  thoDgfat  that  some  time  should  be  ^ven 
to  reflect,  and  a  day  fixed  for  discnsdon ;  In  the 
mean  time,  he  thought  it  improper  at  tua  stage 
oi  the  eesnon,  that  the  opinion  ttf  the  House 
should  be  given. 

Ur.  WiLLUMeoR  remarked,  IJiat  the  report 
did  not  say  that  we  should  have  no  dependence 
on  foreign  bottoms ;  but  that  we  ahonld  not  de- 
pend altogether  upon  them  for  the  exportation 
of  our  produce.  He  had  no  idea  of  eictnding 
foreign  bottoms.  He  was  for  making  provision 
in  case  that  resource  should  teH. 

Ur,  J^OKBon. — To  show  the  importance  of 
foreign  shipping  to  the  Sontliem  Btat««,  and  the 
inadequacy  of  onr  own  to  transport  their  pro- 
duce, notwithstanding  the  low  duty  on  Ameri- 
can wippln^  Ur.  J.  read  a  statement  of  the 
tonnage  dnties  paid  by  each,  in  the  State  of 
Geor^o,  for  the  same  period ;  the  forrign  ton- 
nage amounted  to  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  doHara,  tbe  American  to  dz 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollara  only.  This 
being  the  &ct,  he  inquired,  what  ooutd  be  done 
with  the  Bouthem  produce,  in  ease  of  the  ex- 
clodon  of  foreign  bottoma !  It  most  rot  in  the 
planter's  hands.    With  respect  to  the  amend- 
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nwDt't  being  u  podtive  aa  Hm  clBnae  in  the 
r^Ktrt,  iH  aid  been  M«wt«d,  if  this  is  th«  oaae 
he  oodM  aeo  no  oUeotiou  to  its  being  adopted. 

Mr.  TD43KXB  nid.  he  thought  it  improper  that 
in  aa  Addreea  on  tliie  oocanon,  tho  committee 
■honld  go  into  &  partionlar  deUU  on  eTerjr  snb- 
Jeot;  mndt  lew  commit  tlteir  judgment  with- 
ont  a  prevlons  diacnadon.  The  Pierfdent  tnajr 
have  matorelj  oonadered  the  satjeot  during 
the  receaa,  bat  the  oommittee  oannot  be  sap- 
posed  to  be  prepared  for  a  decision.  The  tbin- 
nen  of  the  Honae  was  a  farther  objection,  in 
his  opinion,  to  entering  into  a  diaemeioa  of  the 
question.  He  wu  not  pleased  vith  the  para- 
gnu>h  in  the  report,  as  it  leemed  to  imply  that 
nothing  bad  been  done  fiM- the  enoosragement 
of  onr  own  navigation,  the  reverae  ot  which  was 
ftct  Tbepoetnreofaf&irsinEorc^an^eated 
no  itronger  reasonsfor  giving  farther  cnoonrage- 
ment  to  our  own  imv^atioD  than  what  wa« 
presented  last  acMion;  the  expvXeaofvt  the 
meoanre  is  not  therefore  apparent  tram  anj 
ohange  of  oircnmatauoea.  Tbongh  he  was  dis- 
aatdafled  with  the  report,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed fell  short  of  bis  wi^ea.  It  did  not  reoog- 
niie  what  had  been  donefbr  theeDcoitragement 
of  Ameriean  shipping.  He  wonld,  therefore^ 
propose  a  substttnte  bv  leave  of  his  oolleagne ; 
whiohhadid  to  the  following  pnrpcrt:'"The 
enooaragenient  of  oar  own  navigation  has  at 
all  times  appeared  to  oa  highly  important,  and 
has  employed  a  large  share  of  oar  deliberations', 
we  shall  eonflnne  to  pay  <ttie  att»ntlon  to  the 
enl^eot^  and  consider  by  what  meana'onr  oom- 
ineroe  and  sgrienlttiM  may  be  beet  promoted." 

Mr.  Bmtts  withdrew  his  motioD  to  admit  Ur. 
TuoKKs'a, 

Mr.  BmrsT  said,  he  coold  not  eone^ve  what 
gronnd  of  apprehension  there  was  ia  the  Ad- 
areae,  to  lead  gentlemen  to  suppose  that  the 
opinion  of  the  House  wonld  be  committed  by 
its  adoption.  He  thought  it  oonohed  in  the 
most  general  and  nneioeptionable  terms.  The 
amendment  proposed  he  did  not  think  esaen- 
tjally  variant  from  the  paragraph  onder  consider- 
ation ;  bnt  as  the  originM  was  well  expressed, 
ka  saw  no'  reason  for  expnn^ng  the  danae ;  it 
oontuned  an  assertion,  the  truth  of  which  he 
•opposed  wonld  not  be  oontroverted.  Aa  to 
the  objecdoB  agmnst  going  iato  a  detail  of  psr- 
tlcnlars,  it  was  foUy  justJded  by  precedent  in 
the  last  Address;  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  he  will  recollect,  was  on  the  commit- 
tee wbo  tramrd  it ;  that  Address  more  point- 
ed^ committed  the  House  than  the  present 

Ur.  Hutisov  AoQght  proper  to  take  some 
notice  of  the  otfccdons  that  had  been  made  to 
the  report.  There  were  two  modes  rf  proceed- 
ing, wnich  might  be  adopted  in  drawing  ap  the 
answer.  The  first  method  was  geaerallv  to  de- 
clare, that  the  House  would  take  into  their  se- 
rions  consideration  the  bnatnesa  reaNnmended 
to  their  attention  by  the  PresidenL  Aod  this, 
he  observed,  would  be  saying  nothing,  for,  as 
by  the  coostltution  it  was  the  Freudeut's  duty 
to  oommauioate  what  matters  he  judgod  of  im- 


portance, BO  it  was  undoubtedly  that  of  Ihi 
House  to  pay  attention  to  the  ol(|ects  rwm- 
mended.  The  second  method  wsa,  Co  «iit« 
into  a  detail  of  the  different  points  mogticud 
in  the  President's  Address,  and  in  such  can 
where  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  pn^riet; 
(tf  measures  being  taken,  assure  him,  in  thtio- 
awer,  that  measures  would  be  adopted;  sod  if 
any  thing  donbtfiil  oocnired,  mwely  pnoiiH 
tliat  the  sutjeot  woold  be  attended  to,  lUi 
rule  the  committee  had  followed  in  drairisf  id 
their  report,  and  as  in  the  bnsineas  mentxoN 
in  the  paragnq)h  now  before  the  House,  iej 
did  not  hesitate  to  believe  some  measares  ntM- 
sary,  they  could  see  no  impropriety  in  seshuk 
him  tlist  the  best  would  be  adopted.  Ha  sdded, 
that  as  it  is  clear  that  a  war  in  Europe  irodd, 
by  depriving  ns  of  foreign  bottoms  to  eipo« 
our  produce,  ii^ure  this  oonotry ;  uid  is  win 
were  doabtfUj  it  was  of  the  Bbnost  importsoN 
that  the  American  navy  be  put  on  so  nsps°t*l>'< 
a  footing  as  not  to  need  foreign  aid  fat  tbe  «i- 
portation  of  her  produce.  He  fHirther  obaeiTtd, 
that  the  answer  retained  last  session  wu  more 
All],  and  went  even  to  give  the  Presideiit  «■ 
Burances  that  the  Honse  would  concur  in  hc- 
tain  points  prcnweed  for  their  oonsiderstiw  is 
his  address.  He  oondnded  hy  rrautrldngi  thit 
the  amendment  proposed  was  bhiding  od  iha 
House  quite  ••  much  as  the  paragn^  is  &» 

Mr.  Shtth  (of  South  Oarolioa)  said,  it  «ii 
true  those  who  reported  the  Address  the  ImI 
seeetoa,  adverted  to  particulars;  but  ircrscu- 
tious  in  their  mode  of  expresdon,  and  lA)^ 
ambigoons  language  to  avdd  ^ving  bo  omjuoB. 
This  would  appear  by  recurring  to  tnat  .Mdno- 
The  charge  i^  inoonsistenoy  on  his  part  « 
tJurefore  not  weU  fonnded.  Mr.  E  reBd  mm 
parsgrapha  of  that  Addre»,  and  observed  ^ 
the  House  was  not  pledged  by  the  eipreniiM 
then  read ;  but  in  the  present  Addreas  there  it 
an  opinion  given.  It  says  that  we  on^t  oat 
to  depend  on  fbreign  bottoms,  beoause  u  on 
of  war  we  may  be  deprived  of  that  reaomw 
These  declarations  oiiginMed  tiie  objeoli(a>> 
and  gave  rise  to  the  amendment.  He  [«opwd, 
therefor^  as  guitlemen  appear  to  have  do  ob- 
jection to  either  mode  of  expreemon,  th*t  tlMy 
wonld  accommodate  for  the  sake  of  bsmwj 
andnnaaimi^. 

""  the  amendment  was  lo*  ^ 

Address  wsa  read,  fA 
•greed  to  bj  the  committee.  The  cranmittee 
then  rose  and  reported,  and  the  House  sdoptM 
it  nnammoiuty. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Preadent  of  the  United  States,  to  knov  st 
what  time  and  place  it  wcMild  be  convenient  C)i 
him  to  recdve  the  Addrese. 

The  oommittee  having  waited  on  tbe  Pn"' 
dent,  Mr.  Muibok  reported,  that  the  PreaideDl 
was  pleased  to  retnra  for  answer,  that,  at  two 
o'clock  o&  Monday  next,  he  would  reoeiTS  n* 
Address  at  bis  aWa.  hoiue. 
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IfATBKwa  wn  (^ipointed  on  the  oomniit^ 
we  oa  tba  miHtia  bill,  mm  Vx.  Jaokbos,  who 
bemd  leave  to  deoUiu  scoring,  u  hi*  colleague 
had  been  h«retoftK«  on  that  bnaneM,  and  mast 
ooDseqnently  be  bettaraoqiuiDted  vllh  thesnb- 
Jeotthanbe  vu. 

tfossAT,  Deoember  18. 

6H»sa  LcoHABD  from  HasMohoBettB ;  Johtt 
ViHiBO,  from  D^ware;  Jmuh  Fakko,  from 
Virginia;  Johs  Baptibt  Asmc,  fttmi  North  Oa- 
nma;  anii  Edajtub  Bubke,  from  Sooth  Oaro- 
Ima,  qipeared  aud  took  iJieir  seats. 

Eulat/atnt  on  Dr.  JVantKn. 

Hi.  Shits  (of  South  Oarolina)  introdnoed  the 
Idlowiiic  motion,  which  was  read,  and  l^d  on 
thetable: 

TIm  Hoiua  Mag  tii^Oj  Minble  «f  fin  polits  at- 
(ntSoD  ef  the  Commoiialtr  of  Paiii,  In  dliaeUi^  a 
MloKhnn  to  the  ilhiKrioa*  memoiyof  Dr.  Bngamiii 
nuklin,  {nrnoicioad  befton  tbai%  to  b«  tnuumittod 
Id  Um  Pnildent  and  Coi^reu  of  tba  Didtod  Statu, 

AbIm^  Tliat  the  SpMker  ouuDiuiioate  tb«  Mu. 
of  tUi  Hmue  in  a  latter  addreoad  to  tha  Pmldaat 
"yofParia. 


AtUrem  to  th»  Pn»id«nt. 

At  two  o'clock,  the  Hoose,  preceded  b;  the 
Sergeant-at^Aj"""       -   '      ■'    "     ■'     ■    -• 

Untied  States, 

delicered  the  followiiig  Addrcra  is  answer  to  hia 
E^MCch  to  both  Houses : 

Sia:  The  RepKMntatlvM  at  the  peopla  of  the 
Cmtad  Statu  faSTe  taken  Into  oonddantion  jota 
Udim  ts  tha  two  HtKuei  at  the  ogaAag  of  the  pre- 


V«  ihan  Id  the  latiifactlmi  ifiniiTed  I17  dw  proa- 
paeti  which  oontinna  to  be  to  ani]Mioai  to  our  pobllc 
iAita  The  Uearii^  iMoltidg  from  the  imilea  of 
Htnvn  on  oor  ■gricaham,  tha  liia  of  public  credh, 
whh  the  (brthar  adTantaaM  jmmlaad  la  it,  and  die 
fatililr  of  nwonrcea  iriiieh  an  fbimd  m  little  burdeD- 
•MM  to  the  ecDUDani^,  liillf  antluiiie  our  mntnal 


S  at  ibe  law*  for  providiiig  adequate  revconea 

*~ai  ao  honorabljr  secooded  bjr  thoae  rlinini  of 

wboee  patrioUnm  and  {HTibitf  vera  more  im- 


Tlw  nooeta  of  the  loan,  opened  In  Holland  nnder 
tttdiwdTantagesof  tbapnHirtmmneiit,  ii  tha  more 
Kapotant,  aa  it  not  oMj  deootei  tha  oonfidence 
alnedj  plaeed  ia  tbe  United  Statea,  bat  aa  the  aAeta 
<fa  jndicKXu  application  of  that  aid  will  Kill  ftudlar 
Swats  the  iolldicj  of  tha  foondation  on  which  the 
paUie  crafit  (Mta. 

The  pnparatoi7  itspa  taken  bj  the  State  of  Vir- 
tiaia,  in  ocooort  with  tbe  Diatiict  of  Kentnckf,  to- 
'*aidi  the  erectioD  of  the  latMr  into  a  dlatioct  mam- 
W  of  tba  Union,  exhibit  a  L'berali^  mntnall/  bonop~ 
•Uilo  die  pwtiea.  We  ihall  be«o«  on  thU  Impor- 
tat  rabject  tbe  faronble  contlderatlon  which  it 
laariti,  and  with  the  national  poliej  which  ongfat  to 
^nm  our  dediion,  ahali  not  bll  to  mingle  the  affhi- 


whieh  aie  awakened  hj  thoae  »- 
preBied  in  beh&if  of  our  fellow-dtiieni  of  Eentnak j. 

Wbilet  we  naret  the  neceuity  which  ha«  pnidaoed 
oKnnvs  honilttieg  apunat  Knne  of  tbe  Indian  tribv 
Qorth-wBst  of  the  Ohio,  wfl  ympathiie  too  much  with 
our  Western  brethred,  not  to  behold  with  approbation 
the  watthfulneM  and  limr  which  haTe  been  eiarted 
by  the  EiBcntire  anthon^  for  their  proteition  ;  and 
which,  wB  trust,  Trill  maJLe  tha  aggreaaon  aennble 
that  it  is  their  interert  to  merit,  by  a  peaceable  be- 
havior, the  friendship  and  bmnanity  w^h  tha  Unit- 
ad  Statei  are  alwayi  ready  to  extend  to  them. 

Tbe  encouragement  of  onr  own  navigation  haa  at 
all_  timas  appajued  to  lu  bi^ly  hnportaDt.  The 
pout  U  view  nnder  which  yoa  have  recommended  it 
to  na  ia  atrmwly  euforoed  t^  tha  actual  atata  of  aii^ 
in  Enrope.  U  irill  be  imnmbant  on  u  to  eouidar 
in  wliat  mode  our  oommeroe  and  agricnItiiTa  can  be 
beat  relieved  &om  an  iiynriona  depandence  on  the 
nailgation  of  other  nadona,  which  the  freqaenoy  of 
their  wan  renden  a  too  precariooa  reaooree  fbr  oon- 
veying  the  prodoctiona  of  oar  own  oonntry  to  maAeL 

The  preaent  Sate  o[  Dor  trade  in  the  HeditarTanaan 
nema  not  len  to  demand,  and  will  acoordin^  reoalva, 
the  atteirtJDn  which  yoa  have  raoommsnded. 
_  Having  already  ooncnrred  in  aetabliahing  a  Jndl- 
ciaty  ^item,  wluoh  openi  the  doOTi  at  jnatioe  to  all 
widimt  distinction  of  panoii%  it  win  be  onr  diipcsi- 
tion  to  inoorpotate  evaiy  fanpnmmant  i^oh  ex- 
paiimoe  may  sognt;  and  w«  ahall  coorider,  in  par- 
tienSv,  bow  r*i  a«  uzufocml^  which  in  othtr  caaea 
'*  found  oonvenieot  In  the  adminiatiation  of  the  Ofr- 
iral  Government  through  ail  the  Statas  may  be  in- 
trodooed  into  the  forma  and  mlea  of  eaecntti^  aan- 
*•"""  imnii^  from  the  Federal  Courts 

I  proper  regulation  of  tbe  jnriaKcthm  and  fima- 
rhich  may  bo  ezeroiaed  by  Cooanli  of  the  United 
Statea  in  foreign  oouotrlei,  with  tha  protiaionB  atipa- 
Uted  to  thonoTHiaUogt  Chriadaa  IbvaatyaataUidi- 
ed  here,  are  aabjecta  of  too  mnch  oonseqaenoe  tc  tlM 
~~'  lio  intereat  and  honor  not  to  partake  of  onr  detU 
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a  attentiott  to  tha  eatabllahment 


of  ttie  mililiB  and  other  n 


of  all,  and  the  dtfficolty 
0,  will  allow. 

given  na  more  aadAction  tban  to  find 
that  tha  revenuea  heietofbre  eitabliilled  have  proved 
adequate  to  tha  puiposee  to  whioh  they  were  allotted. 
In  extending  the  proviooa  to  the  TandoaiT  dyecta.  It 
wOl  b«  eqnaliy  our  can  to  aaonre  •oSeleDcy  and 
pnnotoali^  In  the  payments  due  frun  tha  Treasny 
of  the  United  States.  We  ahall  alao  never  lose  ai^ 
of  the  policy  of  ■<i>"inl«Mng  the  poblia  de1)t,  as  &st  as 
the  increase  of  tin  public  raMmrcae  wHl  permit ;  aad 
patticulariy  aenalble  of  the  many  o(  '*  ~" 
'  to  the  anxiliaiy  n 


of  the  preaeat  sevioD,  it  will  be  oar  oonstaot  Btndr  la 
direst  onr  deliberadoaa  to  lbs  pabllo  weUua.   Wlat- 

the  fervent  lore  of  onr  ooontiy,  which  oo^t  t*  ani- 
mate oar  andeavora  In  your  co-operation,  wa  are 
aura  of  a  neonroe  wMoh  fortifiBi  our  h<ne>  that  the 
fruits  of  the  establisbed  Qovemment  will  jnatiiy  lbs 
oonlidenee  vliich  haa  been  placed  in  it,  and  recom- 
mend it  man  and  mon  to  tha  aflMion  and  allaeh- 


V  feOow-d 


.  Goot^lc 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 


foreKom 
plaaaed  to  reply : 

QtartLWMtai:   Hm  MDlimaiti  t 
AdiliMi_>ra  eotitbd  to  1117  putienU 


■ckDC 


_.(uit.  HsTiog  DO  otiJBCt  bnt  tlui  good  of  ' 
thii  twdmoDj  of  apprabatloa  >nd  oonGdenos,  {ran 
ita  immsdiktB  raptnautmlJT«i,  mtut  be  among  mj 
belt  rawardi,  ai  tfae  (Opport  d  joor  euligtiMnsd 
patriotini]  hu  lleen  among  my  gntteit  gnconrage- 


OEO.  WASHINGTON. 

tvEBDi-J,  Deoember  14. 
Vah  Rbhbsbubr,  from  New  York, 
and  Tbomas  Habtuy,  from  Pennsjlvuiia,  tp- 
peired  and  took  their  wats. 

FmsAT,  Deoember  IT. 

JoKs  H1.TH0BH,  bom  N«w  Tork,  and  John 
Smut,  £rom  North  Carolina,  speared  and  took 
tfarir  Beats. 

BnuuoN  BoTnm,  a  member  returned  frmn 
Bhode  lalimd,  prodooed  hia  aredentiala,  and 
took  his  teat 

UoRDAT,  December  87. 

Public  Land*. 

ITie  House  then  went  into  Oommitt«e  of  the 

Thole  OS  the  state  of  the  Umon,  Ur.  Liteb- 

icoBn  in  the  ohair. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaiuy 
on  tbe  eetabliahment  of  land  ofBoea  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  vacant  lands  belonging  to  the  Unit- 
ed Btates  was  taken  op ;  when 

iix.  BoDoDioT  ofbred  the  following  reeoln- 
tioni 

Sttolvid,  Tbat  it  i«  the  Mnaa  of  the  oraninittee 
Alt  a  Land  Offloa  be  eatatdiibed  at  the  nrt  of  tlie 
nt,  QDdw  tbe  direotioo  of 


Ifr.  Scx>TV  wished  the  Honse  to  take  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  bnMnen  before  they  went  into 
the  partjonlarg  of  the  Beoretarv's  report.  Upon 
Uie  whole,  he  was  pleased  witn  the  plan  drawn 
np  br  that  offloer ;  one  part,  however,  he  ob- 
jected to — ttiat  part  of  tne  report  wluch  pro- 
vided for  the  diatribntion  of  the  land.  He  did 
not  approve  of  Betting  apart  tracts  for  particu- 
lar desoriptioiis  of  porohaserv.  As  an  amend- 
ment, he  offered  seven  propodlions,  which  he 
wished,  for  the  preaent,  to  lie  on  the  table,  and 
which  he  propoeed  to  offer  as  sabetitntee  to  dif- 
ferent parta  of  the  Becretaij's  report,  as  they 
came  before  the  Honse.  Bis  principal  object 
was  to  let  the  tracts  which  Oongr««  proposed 
to  sell  be  iDdisoriminately  1ooat«d. 

Ur.  BoDDiKOT  thought  the  committee  oonld 
not  then  enter  into  the  minntiffi  of  the  bnsiness. 
It  waaenongb  to  fix  the  general  principles,  viz: 
Whether  there  shall  be  a  Gteneral  I^nd  Offloer 
and.two  snbordinates  f    Whether  they  shall  be 


Attdt.  [PvcnoMt,  ITMi 

nnder  the  direction  of  Oommisdonerst  And 
wliether  oertain  tracts  of  land  shoold  be  reserv- 
ed by  Oongrees  for  oertwn  pnrposeB  I  And  then 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  bring  in 
thoee  principles,  and  to  take  into  o 
thv  minutite  of  the  bnnneea. 

Ur.  800TT  moved  as  a  anbatitnte  his  second 
proportion,  that  snch  districts  aa  shall  be  set 
apart  for  sale,  ahall  inclnde  the  actual  aettla- 
mentB,  and  be  left  to  lie  indiscriminately  located. 
He  said  it  was  improper  to  set  aside  different 
traota  for  diflbrent  modes  of  kioadon — aome  in 
large  tracts,  others  in  small  lots.  He  conceived 
it  would  be  the  intereet  of  QovcnuuMtt  to  let 
eveiT  one  piirchase  where  he  pleased,  and  as 
much  or  as  little  as  he  chose.  From  e^>erieno& 
he  knew  that  tiioee  porta  were  always  settled 
with  the  moat  celerity  that  were  not  bonnd 
down  to  aov  of  those  reotrtotiona.  For  hia 
part,  he  oonid  eee  no.  good  ai^nment  in  &vor 

He  wished  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  ap- 
proved of  this  mode  would  give  him  some  rea- 
Bona  for  preferring  it.  There  ooold  be  no  fear 
of  individual  settlers  scattering  and  lomng  them- 
selves in  the  liackwoods;  there  was  a  sufficient 
check  to  prevent  it — the  Indiana  would  keep 
them  compact  mooh  more  effectually  than  any 
regulatJona  Oongreae  could  make,  "it,  after 
granting  oertdn  scattered  tracts  to  individnal 
settlers,  a  considerable  tract,  including  these, 
wae  wanted,  he  oould  see  no  inconvenieuoe  in 
granting  it,  reserving  to  the  fbnner  aettlen 
their  nghta. 

ICr.  WiLUAiuoH  rose  to  ^ve  tbe  gentleman 
last  np  one  reason  for  opposing  indisorimiiiate 
location.  Hitherto,  he  owned,  mnoh  miachief 
bad  not  arisen  fmn  this  mode  of  settlement; 
but  now  there  were  persons  rich  in  seooridea 
and  cash,  ready  to  tace  np  oonsideralde  qnanti- 


tract  they  could;  and  those  who  mi^t  not 
have  the  same  meana  oS  purchasing  immediate- 
ly at  oomndnd,  conld  only  obtain  the  indiflbi^ 
ent  paroels.  Uany,  he  knew,  had  it  in  coo- 
templotion  to  do  this,  if  tiie  opportunity  ofibred. 
He  instanced  North  Oarolina  as  an  example  of 
the  iiiijorions  tendency  of  this  lilArty;  when 
many  tracts  are  nnaaleable  owing  to  this  tAr- 
camstance.  If  these  tracts  were  to  be  purohaft- 
ed  by  actual  settJers,  the^^ase  would  l>e  di^v- 
ent ;  they  wonld  only  be  taken  up  by  persons 
under  tiie  name  of  actual  settlera.  Booh  a 
practice  would  be  an  impe£ment  to  snch  oom- 
paniee  of  Europeans  as  mi^jfat  wish  to  aettHs 
among  ua. 

Mr.  Boon  aud  he  expected  the  gentlonns 
wonld  have  offered  more  solid  ol^eotions  to  ttla 
plan,  and  more  forcible  argmneota  in  fkror  of 
the  other.  Thongh  the  first  settlers  had  tha  * 
choice  of  the  land,  yet  he  ooncdved  the  re- 
maining part  would  acqnire  a  considerable  ad- 
ditional value  from  the  snrrouoding  settlements. 
.As  for  the  European  cotnpanies  who  nught  b« 
tempted  to  aettle  among  us,  he  did  not  con- 
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Umolite  it  ss  BD  object  bo  derirabla  A  body 
fd  Freocb  pegple  GetUing  in  th&t  w&j  would 
fneeive  their  Imtgaage  and  manners  two  thou- 
nnd  yean  perhapa.  This  would  not  be  for  the 
bueintereat  of  the  country;  all  its  iufaatntanto 
(boold,  br  matoal  Interooone,  beocHiM  sasimt- 
lated,  and  no  name  be  known  but  that  itf  Ainer- 
lems. 

lb.  BouDnioT  waa  against  in^acrimiDat«  lo- 
eadon.  He  had  seen  t£e  bad  effects  of  it  in  the 
Bute  from  which  he  oame.  Persons  had 
bought  ap  the  low  landa,  and  sold  tliem  again 
to  loch  as  abaolntt^  needed  a  water  lot  to  uielr 
tuma,  at  enormous  prices.  He  mentioned  an- 
other olyeotdon  to  the  pliui — the  tendenoy  it  had 
to  create  lawsoita.  He  said  more  money  had 
Imoi  ^ent  at  l&w,  in  dispates  arising  from  that 
mode  of  settlement,  in  New  Jersey,  tbim  would 
liive  been  neoeaaary  to  parcbase  all  the  land  of 
tbe  State.  The  late  Oongresa,  he  was  informed, 
liad  adopted  a  method  to  obviate  the  inconren- 
luoM  of  Uie  former  mode— the  lands  were  laid 
oat  into  a  mile  sqoare :  these  were  divided  into 
fbnr  aqnal  aquares,  and  in  that  form  sold. 

Hr.  Soon  arid  there  were  tracts  of  land 
which  it  Is  impossible  to  mU,  even  by  offering 
good  parcels  witli  them.  Between  Philadelphia 
and  his  home  there  were  spots  which  were 
only  intended  by  nature  for  the  birds  and 
hearts— that  oonld  be  of  no  valne  for  oultiva- 
&«.  Ee  oonld  not  see  mach  probability  that 
the  b«st  land  wonld  be  picked  out.  The  di£B- 
oilty  of  exploring  a  wild  and  oncoltivated 
dnort  opposed  a  oonndarable  barrier  to  such 


Mr.  Scxyn's  unendment  w 


)  losL 


TcnBDAT,  December  S8. 
Zand  QgUet. 

^w  House  Uien  went  again  Into  a  Otnnmit- 
l«e  ctf  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr. 
BoninfoT  in  the  chair.  The  report  of  the  Sec- 
ntiry  of  (ho  Treasnry  on  the  mtjjeat  of  a  Land 
OSae  being  nudw  OHi^deration, 

"Hi.  Boon  a^d,  he  was  rMdy  to  give  some 
iafbcmatjon  relative  to  the  extent  of  the  seven 
nage&  He  produced  a  map  of  them,  from 
vhlah  it  appeared  that  they  included  thirty-flve 
lots,  each  six  miles  square.  The  tract  is  in  the 
ihspe  of  a  trianKlei  of  which  one  leg  measured 
■bast  sixty,  and  the.  other  forty-two — in  all, 
ibout  twelve  hundred  square  mile&  His  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  next  article  was  agreed  to,  with  a  trifling 
anendment,  withont  debato. 

ThM  the  following  was  read : 

"That  te  price  ihall  be  thir^oontifvaoTe,  to 
be  paid  uther  in  gdd  vt  iUvcr,  or  poblk  woaiitie*, 
compatiw  tfaoaa  lAk^  ihaU  b«ar  an  immediate  in- 
ltn«  of  dx  par  eeoL  ai  at  par  with  gold  and  iQver, 
•  nd  thoM  iriuch  shall  bear  a  fnture  or  leu  intenat, 
if  uy  tkwe  be,  at  a  proportional  Taloe." 

Kr.  SooTT  moved  that  thiKy  cents  ebonld  be 
NrncioBt. 

lb.  Hmwiut  waa  Ib  fcror  of  inaerting  flit? 


cents  per  acre.  He  aaid  there  was  every  rea- 
sonable probability  the  lands  woold  be  worth 
that  gum  in  a  few  years. 

Mr.  LAWBiHoa  s^d,  that  as  the  quality  of  the 
land  would  vary,  it  appeared  proper  to  fix  on 
two  prices  at  which  taey  ohould  be  sold,  vis: 

That  the  price  ahall  not  be  more  than ,  nor 

less  than .    He  submitted  the  idea  to  the 

consideration  of  the  committ«e. 

Mr.  Skdowioe  preferred  the  insertion  of  a 
Eom  below  which  the  lands  should  not  be  sold. 

Mr.  ViLLUJiBON  suggested  the  propriety  <£ 
making  a  difference  in  the  price  to  thoee  who 
purchase  large  qnantitieB,  fr«m  the  price  to 
those  who  pnrohase  small  quantities. 

The  motion  for  striking  oot  was  lost 

Mr.  Bkdowioe  thm  moved  to  amend  the 
olanse,  by  inserting  "  that  the  price  per  aora 
shall  not  be  lees  than  thirty  cents." 

Mr.  Btonb  obieoted  to  the  motion.  He  sold 
the  operation  of  it  would  be  to  leave  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  Surveyors  to  fix  the  price  of 
the  varions  tracta.  This  would  be  to  ciMiatitnte 
a  tribunal  in  a  measnre  independent  of  the  Gov- 
emmeuL  He  thought  the  policy  of  the  Grov- 
emment  should  be  to  fix  on  a  price,  which  shall 
be  so  reasonable,  that  persons  may  feel  every 
inducement  to  pay  it  Wore  they  take  ap  the 
lands ;  for  it  has  been  found  by  experience,  that 
when  once  a  tract  of  distant  oountry  is  taken 
possession  o^  yon  never  can  get  any  tiling  more 
than  the  setUers  are  willing  to  pay.  He  inmat- 
ed  that  it  was  impracticable  to  Sx  the  relative 
value  of  onlooatea  lands — it  had  been  repeated- 
ly tried  without  effect  He  asked  if  any  of  the 
States  had  ever  established  various  rates  for 
tiieir  lands?    He  knew  of  none. 

Mr.  SsDGWioK  answered  the  inquiry  respect- 
ing the  relative  valne  of  lands  being  asoertuned 
in  the  several  States.  He  add,  that  so  far  as 
his  infoimation  extended,  whioh  respected  only 
the  States  of  New  York,  New  Hampahire,  and 
Massaohasetta,  tills  had  invariably  been  the  cue. 
Every  man  knows  there  is  a  most  esMntioJ  dif- 
ference in  the  valne  of  lands.  Those  on  naviga- 
ble rivers  may  be  ten  times  as  valuable  as  those 
on  the  top  of  a  mountain.  This  evei7  individ- 
ual is  so  sennble  o(  that  a  difference  in  the 
price  is  oonstantiy  made;  and  why  the  Gov- 
ernment should  not  make  a  difference,  it  la  iq- 
posaible  to  say.  Any  man,  by  castins  his  eye 
upon  Uie  map,  oon  at  once  determine  tnat  scMne 
port  of  the  md  is  unspeakably  more  valnable 
than  other  parts.  He  was  cert^  that  vesting 
a  discretionary  power,  in  the  disposal  of  the 
lands,  would  be  productive  of  the  greatest  ad- 
vantwe  to  the  United  States,  and  on  this  prin- 
ciplehe  could  not  conceive  why  the  Surveyors 
should  not  determine  the  relative  quality,  that 
the  United  States  may  stand  some  chana  of 
getting  the  value  of  this  property. 

Vr,  XivanfOBi  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Skdo- 
wiok'b  motion,  and  enlarged  on  the  unreasona- 
bleaeaa  of  fixing  a  particular  price. 

Mr.  Jaoeboh  waa  opposed  to  investing  a  dia- 
oretionary  power  to  detonnine  the  price  with 
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any  peTBOns  vbaUoever.  Ithadbeeniwodactire 
of  tniBbhieTona  oomeqnencea  in  ttw  State  of 
Georgia.  He  was  for  firing  a  price,  and  the 
Ui^eat  price— tlie  best  the  land  would  bear ; 
when  tiitt  is  sold,  if  the  revenue  will  not  bear 
ttie  prioe  nnfriTiliAnil  it  can  then  be  redaoed. 

Mr.  BooTT  ot!jeot«d  to  Qi9  motion.  He  stat- 
ed aeTeral  diffionltiea;  the  priadpal  was,  that 
foraignen  wonld  be  deterred  from  adTeotnriog, 
owing  to  the  onoertaintj'  In  the  prioe ;  for  when 
they  arrive  in  the  oonntrr  to  settle,  tbej  mnst 
pnrohose,  and  thej  will  uien  Ue  at  the  meroj 
of  specnlatoTi. 

Mr.  Lawubrol — The  poaplt  have  great  de- 
pendence on  the  Western  territory  as  a  taoi  to 
eztingalBh  their  debt;  it  therefore  becomes  the 
dnty  of  iJie  Gh>Temment  to  obt^n  the  beet  price 
they  can  for  it.  The  question  is,  whether  we 
ahail  fix  a  price,  or  adtqit  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  fhnn  Uanaohnsetta.  He  was  in 
ftvor  of  the  latter,  and  sud  he  doubted  not  it 
woold  be  eMy  to  make  a  discrimination  in  the 
relative  qnalitles  of  the  lands.  This  difference 
fn  prioe  may  render  it  worth  while  fbr  the 
Oommiesioners  to  have  the  land  of  a  parttoolar 
^strict  explored.  He  replied  to  the  oljeotion 
from  tiie  want  of  integrity  in  the  sDrveyors. 
Admitting  the  Ml  force  of  the  objection,  it  wis 

tirobabte  that  the  United  Statee  would  gain  by 
t;  at  any  rale,  H  wonld  not  lose;  and  it  was 
probable  that,  to  avoid  suspicion,  if  the  snrvey- 
on  shonld  be  InterestAd  in  the  tract  snrvOTed, 
they  wonld  gjve  more  than  thirty  cents.  With 
respect  to  foreigners,  aJW  they  arrive  in  this 
ooontry,  they  then  will  be  on  the  same  fboUng 
with  onr  own  dtiiens.  He  adverted  to  the  mode 
which  had  been  adopted  by  New  York — they 
had  sold  lands  in  every  way,  at  a  certiun  price, 
at  auction,  and  ore  now  aelUng  them  at  the  dis- 
oretion  of  OonunisdonerH,  at  a  rate  not  below 
a  oertun  sam, 

Mr.  Stobs  oUeoted  to  the  mode  of  leaving 
tlie  price  nnflzed,  as  it  wonld  involve  a  complex 
system,  snbjeoting  the  porchasers  to  great  in- 
convenience, per^exity,  and  uncertainty.  He 
reprobated  the  system  adopted  by  New  York, 
and  asked  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Lawskkox) 
whether  New  York  had  not  been  subjected  to 
great  loss  and  vexation  in  conseqnence  of  the 
plan  they  had  pnnnjed  I  He  wished  the  system 
ol  New  York  shonld  be  Mly  nnderstood,  in 
order  that  the  United  Ste-Um  may  avoid  iL  He 
concluded  hj  aajing,  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
fixing  a  price,  and  snppoeed  that  the  Western 
Territory,  sold  at  thirty  cents  per  acre,  wonld 
dnk  the  whole  of  the  naldonal  debt 

Mr.  LAWxmraa  replied  to  Mr.  Btonx.  He 
Bsid,  that  when  the  State  of  New  York  sold 
titar  lands  at  a  fixed  price,  there  had  been 
oomplainta  on  account  of  the  beet  tracts  being 
taken  np.  When  they  had  sold  them  at  auc- 
tion, the  value  of  the  lands  had  been  generally 
TWinynl  in  proportion  to  the  quality.  WitA 
respeot  to  the  last  mode  adopted^  the  resolt  was 
not  yet  known. 
Mr.  Whiti  said,  if  gentlemen  hod  proposed 


the  amendment  to  the  elanse  which  reqMMi 
large  pnTchaees,  he  shonld  not  have  otjeded  to 
it.  He,  however,  ol^eoted  to  ft  In  the  prtBOR 
case,  and,  in  order  to  show  that  a  fixed  prin 
was  most  eligible  for  small  onantitice,  he  in- 
stanced the  practice  of  Lord  Fmrfbx,  who  b*d 
been  a  grpat  proprietor  in  Virginia ;  and  alto 
the  practice  of  the  first  proprietor  of  PernnTl- 
vania.  These  sold  thdr  luids,  good  and  bad, 
at  one  prioe ;  their  experience  for  sach  a  length 
(rf  time,  near  a  centnry,  he  thought  sufBdent  to 
show  that  mode  to  be  the  most  eligSUe.  H« 
would  not  object  to  fixing  Qiat  oonditwo  te 
apeciat  contract 

Mr.  Bedowidx  obviated  the  objection  ia  tb« 
first  fnstanoe,  by  saying  that  the  offloen  wiO 
be  able  to  det«rmin^  with  very  conddenUs 
^^^on,  what  wi]l  be  for  the  intwett  of  th« 
lJni(«d  8tat«fl.  He  s^  ezperieooe  had  proved 
that  there  were  no  insnpMvble  diffloilties  tai 
the  case. 

Mr.  UooEX  observed,  that  tiie  aotnsl  vdw 
of  the  beet  lands  In  that  toriton  wu  aboot 
thirty  cents  per  acre.  When  all  of  that  de- 
soription  (s  sold,  the  next  will  bring  the  mom 
prioe;  from  whence  be  interred,  that  then 


wonld  tesnlt  from  adopting  the  mode  pnq>osei 

WzDHESDAT,  Jannary  6. 
JDvtim  on  Spiriu. 

The  Hoaae,  agreed)^  to  the  orderof  the  daj, 
reeotved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  'Whoe, 
Mr.  BoTTDiHOT  in  the  chai^  and  took  into  eoo- 
sideration  the  bill  repesBng,  after  a  certain 
time,  the  aot  laying  duties  an  distilled  gp^ 
&o.,  and  tmpoaing  otlien  in  their  stead. 

Mr.  Jaoksoit  mo7ed  to  strike  out  the  eueo- 
tial  part  of  Hie  first  elanse.  He  stated  his  ob- 
ieotions  at  laiM  aghast  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  reprobated  the  ftrnding  system,  sadm 
eteise  in  pcrtionlar,  as  an  aoxihacy  to  itL 

The  tenor  of  his  observatkmB  was  to  shcnr 
that  this  mode  of  taxation  was  odione,  nnequl, 
unpopular,  and  oppreaive,  more  porticnlarly  io 
the  Southern  States;  in  whioh  he  observeff  its 
nne^jnal  operation  would  be  most  seniibly  felt, 
as  the  citizens  o(  those  SUtee  have  no  altcns- 
tive  to  adopt  by  which  they  can  diminiah  the 
weight  of  tlie  tax ;  no  breweries  or  orchards  Ic 
fniTush  a  anbstitate  for  spiritooos  liqnon ;  tt«M* 
they  become  a  necessary  article.  He  otajtoided 
that  they  were  not  only  neoeesary,  but  sahituT 
in  the  Sonthem  regions.  TUa,  he  add,  hu 
been  acknowledged  by  an  Eastern  author,  Xr- 
Morte,  an  anthority  which  he  pr«eBmed  would 
not  h»  disputed  by  the  Northern  gentUmeo, 
eepedally  when  it  was  conddsred  be  waa  * 
clergyman.  Mr.  H.  declares  that  grog  is  a  ne- 
oessary  article  of  drink  in  the  Soathem  Btttea. 

Mr.  J.  took  notice  of  the  petition  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Phydcians,  which  had  lately  been  read 
in  the  House  on  the  subject  of  distilled  qiirits. 
He  diaapiHOTed  highly  of  their  tntecftriDg  in 
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[H.  wB. 


H«  thought  tbeyuiig^t  vitb  equal 


penuciona  or  of  »  poiBODons  quality.  He  in- 
■tauoed  mnthrooiDa;  tber  might  petitioa  Oon- 
gKM  to  pMB  a  law  Interweting  tM  noe  of  oat- 
■op,  beoMue  souM  igBCvant^penoOB  had  been 
pcHaoued  }ij  eating  mnbroonw. 

Ur.  J.  thtti  gsre  a  tbori  sketch  t^the  hiatoiy 
of  exdaea  in  England.  He  nid  they  alwaye 
had  been  conridered  by  the  people  of  that 
ooaatrj  t»  an  odious  tax,  from  the  time  of 
Oliver  OivmtMll  to  the  preeent  day;  eTen 
Slaebbme,  a  hi^  prerogatiTe  lawyer,  haa  re- 
I»obated  them.  He  said,  he  hoped  this  coantry 
would  take  warning  by  the  experienoe  of  the 
pecfde  of  Great  Britain,  and  not  eacrifioe  their 
UbcDtiee  by  wantonly  oontractins  debt«  which 
wonld  naOa  it  neoenary  ia  barden  the  people 
by  each  taxee  aa  wonld  awallow  np  their  privi- 
l^ea.  We  are^  udd  he,  too  mnoh  in  the  habit 
of  iniitatiiigthat  oonnlry;  andl  plainly  peroeiye 
that  the  lime  will  come  when  a  ehirt  shall  not 
be  waAed  wlQiont  an  exoiHe.  He  then  expa- 
tiated on  the  imeqnal  operation  of  excises,  and 
instanoad  the  expoienoe  of  this  State.  A  few 
eonnties,  said  he,  spproiimate  to  Uie  capital, 
hare  borne  the  weight  of  the  whole,  while  the 
diMaut  parts  of  the  State  did  not  feel  the  bur- 
den ;  and,  by  an  indication  of  several  particn- 
laia,  be  showed  its  >neqnal  operation  in  the 
Southern  States.  It  wiil  derive  the  mass  of 
die  pe«^e  of  almost  the  only  tnxnry  they  en- 
joy, that  of  diatllled  spirits.  Hedid  not  see  the 
ntwwnity  of  paadng  tfis  law  the  present  seasion. 
Tbe  amount  of  tlw  piodnoe  of  the  dntiee  laid 
brt  scfldon  la  not  yetVnown,  nor  is  it  yet  asoer- 
tuned  whether  tne  oitizens  will  eabscribe  to 
tbe  annmption.  Let  ns  not  lay  a  tax  for  a  pnr- 
poee  whi^  may  never  exist;  for  my  part,  I 
iMfM  they  never  wHl  Bnhecribe.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  excess  of  dnties  already  laid,  and 
the  probabiU^  of  a  great  increase  of  that  ex- 
oem;  and  nrged  the  propriety  of  wtuting  at 
loMt  another  qnarter  to  see  what  that  excess 
^y  amount  to.  Theee  observations  be  enforced 
by  recnning  to  the  reo«nt  transactions  of  the 
Btatee  of  Maryland,  Yii^ia,  and  North  Csro- 
hna;  and  he  eneoted  to  hear  very  shortly  that 
tbe  AjMembly  of  Georgia  had  expressed  ^llar 
onniona  wiUi  tbe  latter  States  on  the  hasinees 
«  the  aiwunption.  He  eonctnded  by  expreanng 
a  general  disapprobation  of  the  vanons  parts  of 
tbe  bill. 


to  the  soboeoaent  parts  of 

fn^y  disliked  the  several  provisions  oontained 
in  it.  He  then  adverted  to  the  general  prooese 
of  the  revenae  bnsioees  the  last  session ;  and  ob- 
serving on  the  oondnot  of  the  mercantile  interest, 
to  which  so  macb  credit  had  been  given,  s^d, 
be  tbooght  the^  were  not  entitled  to  the  liberal 
eneominms  whioh  had  beoi  bestowed  on  them 
for  their  protnptitade  in  paying  the  dntiee,  u 


the  certainty  and  increMe  of  tbe  revenne  bad 
served  to  enhance  the  valne  of  tbe  pnblio  e^ 
onrities,  of  which  it  is  well  known  tbey  hold  a 
ve^  considerable  portion. 

He  then  tonohed  on  tbe  salieeqQent  parts  ot 
the  bill,  which  he  reprobated  as  hostile  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  as  contrary  to  the  general 
gentiment;  not  only  as  partial  and  onequal  in 
the  mode  of  assessment,  but  particularly  on  ao- 
oount  of  the  mode  of  oolleoting  the  tax.  It  will, 
said  he,  convulse  the  Oovemlnent;  it  will  let 
loose  a  swarm  of  harpies,  who,  ooder  the  de- 
nomination of  revenne  officers,  will  range 
through  the  conntry,  prying  into  every  man's 
boose  and  afOurs,  and  like  a  Haeedonian  phalanx 
bear  down  all  before  them.  And  thoogh  the 
Government  baa  proceeded  with  a  d^ree  of 
prosperity  and  soocess  beyond  the  most  s&ngnine 
expectations,  yet  he  very  mnch  donbted  tbe 
policy  of  trying  its  strength  by  an  experiment 
of  this  natore. 

Recorring  to  the  actnal  and  probable  prodnee 


of  the  dntiee  already  laid,  he  attempted  to  ahow 

that  the  additional  sam  of  upwards  of  ei|dit 

idred  thonsand  dollars,  eontemplated  to  oe 


raised  by  this  bill,  is  not  necessary, 
verted  tbe  policy  of  the  meaeore,  and 
that  it  wonld,  in  all  probability,  «ther  diminish 
than  increase  the  revenae  of  the  United  States. 
For  the  mercantile  part  of  the  coDUnanity,  who 
have  been  applanded  for  acting  so  honorably  in 
making  their  entries,  and  paying  the  impost, 
will  find  it  for  their  interest  to  alter  their  oon- 
dnct ;  thev  will  combine  to  defbat  the  exdse, 
which  will  in  its  operations  bear  so  nneqoally 
on  them. 

He  objected  very  parlionlarly  to  the  bill  on 
aoconnt  of  its  tendency  to  promot«  smi^ling. 
Mr.  P.  Bud,  no  man  was  more  heartily  disposed 
than  he  was  to  give  his  approbation  to  everr  Jnst 
meaanre  for  snpportin^  the  pnblio  credit,  and 
doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  support  the 
constitutional  operations  of  the  Government; 
bnl  this  mode  of  rusing  a  revenne  he  considtTed 
as  particnlarly  odious  to  the  people;  and  at  the 
present  moment  he  was  not  satisfied  that  soob 
an  increase  to  the  public  bordens  is  necessary. 

Mr.  Stonb  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
design  of  the  bill  so  far  as  additional  revenne 
was  necessary ;  but  the  mode  of  raising  it  by 
excise  he  exceedingly  disliked.  He  had  no 
donbt  that  other  means  might  l>e  devised ;  bnt 
at  jH^esent  be  thought  the  committee  was  not 
satBcientiy  informed  respecting  the  aotnal  and 
probable  amonnt  of  tbe  revenne  from  tbe  duties 
already  imposed,  to  determine  the  necessity  of 
an  addition  to  the  revenne.  He  therefore  moved 
that  tbe  oommittee  abonid  rise  without  any  fbp> 
tber  discussion  of  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  that 
a  select  committee  should  tie  appointed  to  make 
the  neceeeary  previous  inqniries  npon  the  snt^eot, 
and  report  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  FiizeiMONs  observed  that  there  wat  at 
ready  on  the  table  a  statement  froni  tbe  proper 
officers  of  the  product  of  the  revenoe,  flvm 
September,  1T6»,  to  September,  ITDO. 


.^Ic 


ABRnXSHENT  OF  THB 


This  statament  wh  TMd. 

The  motion  for  the  oonnnlttee'a  riaiiiK  wu 
put  and  IobL 

The  qneedon  on  Tit.  Jaokson'b  motion  for 
itriklDg  oat  the  clanse  wu  pnt,  and  neg^Uved 
by  ft  great  mqjont}. 

THtTBflDAT,  Janoarj  6, 
ItulU*  on  ^iriti. 

The  Honse  of^un  r«aolved  itaelf  into  &  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  hill  repealing  after 

the  last  day  of next,  theaot  layingdaties 

(u  diotilled  spirits,  &o.,  and  Imposing  others  in 
their  stead.    Ur.  Botthinot  in  the  chair. 

The  twelfth  seoUoo,  whioh  specifies  the  rates 
of  dntieo,  being  read, 

Ifr,  Pabksk  moved  that  it  shonld  be  strack 
ont,  in  order  to  admit  a  subatitnte  which  should 
provide  fbr  a  different  mode  of  rainng  the  re- 
gniaite  additional  revenue ;  the  proposition  he 
had  in  view,  he  said,  was  a  dnt^  oa  molaaaea. 
This,  he  observed,  would  answer  every  parpose, 
without  being  liable  to  the  objectiona  which  had 
been  offered  against  the  nlan  of  the  bill. 

]£r.  Kasibon  obaerveo,  that  he  had  felt  the 
feroe  of  the  objectionB  which  had  been  nrged 
■gainst  the  bilL  He  was  in  general  principled 
agunst  excises,  bnt  of  all  eicises,  that  on  ardent 

?iirit8  he  considered  the  least  exceptionable. 
be  question  now  to  be  determined,  be  cod- 
eetve^  was  this — is  an  addition  to  the  present 
amount  of  the  revenqe  necessarj  t  It  had  ap- 
peared that  an  addition  is  neoeesarj;  for  lus 
own  part,  he  should  prefer  direct  taxation  to 
•Dj  excises  whateverj  bat  he  ooncdved  this 
would  be  coDbw7  to  the  sentiments  of  a  ma- 
Jorit;  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
be  was  folly  convinced  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  a  great  m^ority  of  the  House. 
I^  aaid  he,  an;  mode  coold  be  adooted,  without 
having  reooorse  to  excises,  he  would  l>e  the  last 
that  would  give  them  support ;  but  he  conceived 
there  was  none,  and  the  plan  proposed  was 
divested  of  the  meet  exceptionable  provisions 
nsoally  oonnected  with  an  excise  system. 

}Il.  JxCKSON  observed,  that  his  defeat  yester- 
d^  should  not  deter  hun,  while  he  had  a 
monitor  within,  from  rising  in  his  place  to  do 
his  duty,  in  oppositton  to  a  system  unfriendly 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  said,  be  was 
not  the  first  on  this  floor  who  had  been  outvoted 
by  dlent  minorities ;  gentlemen  of  superior 
abilities  had  met  with  umilar  treatment.  He, 
however,  felt  so  mnoh  respeot  for  himself  as  U> 
mpp<»e  that  this  silauce  proceeded  Itom  an 
Inability  to  answer  the  arguments  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  offer  against  what  he  considered  a 
moat  ruinous  and  mischievous  system  of  taxa- 
tion. 

He  then  stated  oertain  pSTticulors  respecting 
the  prodnoe  of  the  reveuua  U>  show  that  so 
IS  is  proposed  to  be  raised  by  exdae 


peat 


and  lawyers,  andiatheM  partionlara,  be  w 
that  the  example  of  Great  Brit^  mi^t  be  fol- 
lowed. 

He  then  dilated  on  the  practice  of  smuQ^og, 
which  he  contended  would  be  promoted  by  tim 
bill;  also  the  difficulties  and  opponldon  which 
were  justly  to  be  expected,  by  which  the  dijaii- 
ty  of  the  Government  would  be  insnlted.  Can 
this  Oovemment,  said  he,  protect  its  officen 
from  the  resentment  of  any  one  State  in  the 
Union  f  He  reprobated  the  idea  of  pladng  the 
Government  in  such  a  ntuation. 

Hr.  Lawuhcb  observed,  that  he  doubted  not 
every  gentleman's  mind  was  opui  to  oonviotian, 
and  he  hoped  and  expected  that  every  questkn 
would  be  treated  dispassiouately.  He  did  not 
rise  yesterday  to  answer  the  gentleman,  beeaoae 
he  was  not  impressed  with  the  force  of  his  ar- 
guments in  the  manner  the  gentleman  snjqMsed 
the  House  was.  He  then  adverted  to  the  act  d 
the  last  seMion,  by  which  the  debts  of  the  par- 
ticular States  were  assumed.  Having  turn 
this  debt  upon  ourselves,  the  eonsequenae  is  ob- 
vious, nor  can  we  ever  get  over  the  dishonor  Of 
not  making  the  necessary  provision  for  paying 
it  He  Uien  adverted  to  the  statements  which 
had  been  submitted  to  the  House  by  the  officer 
to  whom  the  Union  had  intrusted  uiti  direction 
of  its  finances.  From  theae  it  fblly  appeared  thit 
a  much  greater  deficiency  in  the  revenue  exit- 
ed than  some  gentlemen  appeared  willing  to 
allow,  U  this  deiciency  exists,  and  if  the 
United  States  ore  bound  to  make  provision  ftr 
the  debts  they  have  assumed  to  pay,  the  duties 
contemplated  by  the  bill  ^pear  the  most  obvi- 
ous for  the  Government  to  recur  to.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  idea  of  direct  taxation,  and  inquired, 
on  what  principle  will  gentlemen  consent  to  this 
mode  of  raising  the  necessary  supplies  t  WiQ 
they  make  the  representation  of  the  several 
States  the  rule  by  which  it  shall  be  apportioned! 
He  doubted  whether  direct  taxes  on  this  prin- 
ciple would  be  agreeable,  even  to  the  gentlonai 
who  have  mentioned  them.  He  then  remarked 
on  the  objectiona  to  an  excise,  on  account  of  the 
mode  of  collection.  He  said  a  rigorons  coDee- 
tion  would  bear  hard  only  on  the  diahonest, 
while  it  would  protect  the  fair  trader  from  beai^ 
ing  an  undue  proportion  of  the  public  bnrdeoi. 

lie  obaervad  on  the  uneasiness  which  is  said 
to  prevail  in  some  of  the  States ;  and  to  obviate 
the  force  of  theae  reflections  he  instanced  the 
harmony  and  peace  that  prevailed  in  those 
States  which  heax  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
the  public  burdens  than  those  which  complwi^ 
as  was  abundantly  evident  from  the  doouments 
inposseswon  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Stzii^b  stated  his  objections  at  large  to  an 
excise ;  he  adverted  to  the  partionlar  situation 
of  affurs  in  some  of  the  Southern  States,  em- 
ciaUy  North  Carolina.  The  Assembly  of  that 
State  had  rejected  the  proposal  of  taking  an 
oath  to  support  ^e  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  with  scorn ;  they  bad  also  refused  to  ad- 
nut  Continental  prisonerainto  their  Jails;  and 
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laOhir  oirounutaDce  more  hoatilfl  to  the  Gen- 
eral GoTemmeut  than  either  of  the  foregoing 
had  taken  place,  which  he  forbore  to  mention. 

He  nid  inch  was  the  present  state  of  the  pnh- 
lio  mind,  in  varionj  parte  of  tbe  UnioD,  that  he 
■Iniild  dread  taking  an^  meaanree  which  might 
aerre  to  increase  va«  ftrmeatation  which  the 
people  are  in.  An  ezdae  he  conmdered  of  this 
Batnre ;  it  wonld  in  ita  oper&tiOQa  prodnoe  the 
went  oonaeqneDcee.  A  more  exceptionable 
mode  of  taxatton  he  conoeiTed  cootd  not  be  de- 
viled. A  direct  or  poll  tax,  he  aoppoeed,  would 
not  be  BO  odions ;  and  thoogh,  for  his  own  part, 
he  dioald  prefer  aa  excise  to  either  of  the  former 
taiei,  yet  snch  was  the  aversion  of  the  people 
to  it,  that  he  ahonld  prefer  almoRt  any  other 
alleniatiTe.  He  thon^t  other  ot^ecte  might 
be  foond  fW>m  which  the  necessarj  reTenue 
oonld  he  ruaed.  He  instanced  dntiee  on  in- 
liDd  ncvigatioii,  law  proceedings,  legal  coovey- 
•Dcea,  Ac 

He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of  an  ex- 
ase,  eapecialljr  in  the  Btate  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Hid  that  the  consumption  of  ardent  apirite 
in  that  Btate  wu  so  great  that  the  daty  wonld 
■nioimt  perhaps  to  ten  times  as  much  as  in  the 
Btate  of  Ccxineotinnt  On  the  whole,  he  hoped, 
if  the  aeotioa  is  not  stmok  ont^  that  the  excise 
will  berednced. 

Mr.  Shibicait  obeerred,  that  the  tnibject  now 
bdtse  the  committee  wen  thorooghly  discussed 
tbe  last  aession ;  and  as  nothing  new  or  of  w^ht 
or  importance  hod  been  offered  the  present  see- 
^Mi  against  it,  be  thought  it  would  De  a  useless 
wiateof  the  time  of  the  Hoose  to  go  into  apar- 
tienlar  reply  to  tlM  objeotiona  offered  agunst 
tbe  biU.  Thia  he  thought  a  snffident  answer 
to  the  charge  of  csnTiug  qneetions  by  silent 


B^oii 
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[e  then  entered  into  a  abort  considerodon  of 
the  nib)ect  generally,  and  defended  the  ayatem 
from  the  charges  which  had  been  adduced  re- 
qecting  ita  nnequal  operation. 

Kr.  LiTBRMORx  waa  in  tv/or  of  the  bill.  He 
i^  he  oonaidered  it  as  an  equal  and  Jaat  mode 
«f  taxation ;  and,  as  anch,  will  be  agreeablt  ' 
tbe  people-— they  will  oonslder  it  as  dri  ' 
down  the  national  debt.  So  for,  sud  he, 
oUerrstfons  have  extended,  I  have  not  found  a 
rin^  individual  who  baa  otjeoted  to  it  He 
tboi  obviated  the  objections  to  tbe  bill,  which 
beconceired  arose  principally  from  the  word 
•uiae.  He  thought  the  term  very  improperly 
qiplied  on  the  present  oooaaion,  for  the  duty 
Monot  be  said  to  be  an  excise.  He  then  save 
a  dncription  of  what  had  been  considered  in 
tfaoM  past  as  an  excise,  which,  to  be  acre,  is  a 
very  unequal  tax,  inasmnoh  as  it  fell  on  the  poor 
only,  who  were  obliged  to  purchase  in  amall 
quantitiea;  while  the  rich,  by  storing  theb-  cel- 
lan,  escaped  the  duty.  But  this  bill  provides 
that  the  duty  shall  M  equally  on  the  rich  snd 
poor.  It  is  to  be  paid,  or  secured,  by  the  im- 
porter of  fordgn  spirits,  and  on  the  still-head 
on  dooMatio  spirits.  This  will  eqoaliie  the 
bciidsn,  and  leave  no  room  for  complaint    He 


then  adverted  to  direct  taxation  ;  and  by  a  va- 
riety of  porticularB,  showed  that  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  lay  a  direct  tax  that  would  net 
prove  ui^nst,  unequal,  and  grievDnaly  oppressive. 


prevailed  in  the  Btate  of  North  Carolina.  His 
experience,  be  aald,  was  directly  contrary  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire ;  tbe 
people  to  the  southward  universally  condemned 

Mr.  BzDowioE  said,  he  waa  unhappy  to  hear 
that  discontente  prevailed  in  any  part  of  tlie 

United  States.  He  coold  aeanre  gentlemen  that 
he  did  not  oontemplate  the  execnUon  of  tbe  laws 
by  military  force.  He  waa  sure  that  in  no  part 
of  the  Legialatnre  were  entertained  designs  in- 
imical to  tbe  public  liberty.  In  framing  the 
present  bill,  great  ntteation  had  been  paid  to 
prevent  ita  being  attended  with  those  qnalitiea 
which,  in  other  oountries,  rendered  taxation  by 
excise  justly  obnoxious  to  popular  resent- 
ment Be  relied  on  tbe  good  sense  and  well- 
informed  Dnderstsndings  of  tbe  people  in  every 


part  of  America,  for  the  eiecntion  of  such  sys- 
tems for  the  support  of  public  credit,  and  for 
the  diminution  of  the  national  debt,  as  should 
be  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  their  Kepresent*- 
tivea.  For  the  same  pnrpoeee,  he  said,  he  con- 
fided in  tbe  patriotism  of  the  gentlemen  who 
came  fhua  those  districts  of  country  where  nn- 
eaaineaa  waa  said  to  exist.  He  believed  there 
was  indeed  conraderable  deficiency  to  be  provid- 
ed for,  for  tbe  support  of  Government  and  of  the 
poblio  credit  This  belief  waa  fonnded  in  his 
confidence  in  tiie  information  received  fWim  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treoaory.  But  if  there  was  do 
deficiency,  his  dispontion  to  support  the  UlL 
wonld  be  the  same ;  for  he  had  never  believed 
that  a  pablic  debt  was  a  public  benefit.  Is  it 
not,  then,  the  dut;  of  those  to  whom  the  peo- 
ple have  delegated  the  important  trust  of  guard- 
iDg  their  prosperity,  in  a  season  of  profound 
peace,  to  fibers*  tbera  from  the  bnnJen  and 
pressure  of  debt  t  Therefore  tbe  only  qnestion 
to  be  determined  is,  whether  the  proposed  dutiea 
are  a  proper  source  from  whence  we  might  de- 
rive the  neceaaary  aids  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest,  or  the  diminution  of  the 
principal  of  onr  debt !  He  beUeved  that  of  all 
the  BUDJects  of  revenue  which  were  within  the 
power  of  OongresB,  none  waa  bo  proper  as  the 
doty  on  ardent  spirits,  contemplated  by  the  bin. 
In  this  sentiment,  he  believed  he  concnrred  with 
that  of  the  great  bod^  of  tbe  people.  The  se- 
veral species  of  taiatlon  may  be  divided  into 
tbe  four  following:  b;  impost;  atax  on  internal 
n^otiatnons;  direct  Uiee;  and  that  now  under 
consideration,  excise.  Tbe  imp6st  duties  had 
been  extended  as  far  as  was,  in  tbe  opinion  irf 
any  gentleman,  dictated  by  aoimd  policy.  Tbe 
tax  on  internal  negotiations,  which  could  not  be 
carried  on  to  any  conmderable  extent  without 
the  intervention  of  stamps,  waa  subject  to 
the  objection  bronght  agunst  the  present  UU, 
and  that  in  a  d^^ee  inoranparably  beyond  it, 
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of  bmng  oppoMd  bj  pnbUo  opinion.  XHreot 
Ux«e  ire  iM  more  ot;]eatdOTiable  on  that  ao- 
.Mcutt,  M  l«aat  in  eTsiy  part  of  tbe  ooonttj  to 
which  Uj  kitowledge  eitendad.  They  are 
of  all  taxes  the  most  nneqoal,  and  in  this 
ooontrj  would  be  fonnd  the  most  oppreanve. 
liiej  are  nneqiitil,  beodme  wiUt  whatever  ez- 
Mtoeaa  Qmj  m^t  be  apportioned  upon  cwit&l 
or  inemue,  the  only  two  prisdideaon  which  an 
■{^rarlitHiinait  can  be  made,  they  may.  and  will 
be,  very  nneqnal  aa  to  the  btuden  imposed  ; 
beeaoee  a  man's  alrility  to  pay  tsiea  ia  not  in 
pnmortion  rither  to  Us  o^iital,  his  property, 
or  Ml  income,  bnt  to  that  port  of  hii  inoomo 
whioh  is  over  and  above  hii  necessary  ozpenaea, 
aooordins  to  the  nsnal  manner  of  living  forper- 
■ons  of  bis  degree  in  the  oommonity.  They 
will  be  oppresrive  in  this  oovntry,  because  in 
many  of  Uie  Btatea  the  jdentiAil  cironlation  of 
uumer.  >nd  the  fiudBty  irf  obtaining  it,  does  not. 
AXtend  to  the  interior  parts,  nor  OMild  it  be  ob- 
t^ed  by  many  of  onr  oiliEens  without  a  great 
■aoiifiee  of  property.  It  may  be  added,  that 
from  the  ertent  of  onr  settlements  ecHnpaied 
with  the  nnmber  of  onr  citizens,  the  expense  of 
ocdleotion  wonid  be  immense. 

In  r^ard  to  eidsea,  Ur.  8.  said,  that  in  all  in- 
MQsible  modee  of  taxation,  it  should  be  observ- 
ed, tbat  a  mnoh  great«r  stun  wonld  be  obtained 
from  an  individoal  than  by  any  mode  of  direct 
iiiq>oeition :  this,  without  entering  into  ft  dia- 
oiunon  of  the  reasons  apon  which  it  was  fonnd- 
ed,  is  demonitratad  by  fact  He  instanced  the 
p4^tArs  of  L<«don,  from  whom,  in  the  mngle 
article  of  beer,  wia  drawn  ten  times  as  mnch 
as  ooold  be  proonred  by  the  moat  rigorons  mode 
of  direct  taxation.  With  r^^ard  to  the  propos- 
ed dntles.  though  the  well-meant  consideration 
of  morality  which  bad  beui  urged  by  some 
gentlemen  weighed  bat  little  with  him,  becaose 
bedoabted  whether  it  was  well  founded,  yet, 
If  the  oonBomptioii  should  be  lessened,  he  did  not 
believe  it  would  be  attended  with  any  lenBible 
inconvenienoe.  The  consomption,  at  present, 
•moQute  to  an  enormous  quantity ;  from  these 
oonnderation^  as  the  measure  ia  dictated  by 
lound  polioy,  he  hoped  and  believed  it  would 
be  supportod  by  a  good  d^ree  of  nnaniinity. 

Mr.  SioTB  (of  South  Oarolina)  adverted  to  the 
fluKting  syitein,  to  show  that  the  £uth  of  the 
United  States  was  pledged  to  ndee  a  sufficient 
revenue  to  diechu^  the  debt,  which,  by  that 
system,  they  have  engaged  to  pay.  The  Seore- 
.  tary'a  atatements  point  out  a  deficiency ;  those 
statements,  he  had  no  doubt,  were  aa  accurate 
as  the  uftture  of  things  wonld  admit  GentJe- 
men  who  find  &nlt  with  the  proposed  plan  do 
not  ofier  a  aabstttute.  Ue  then  entered  into  a 
defence  of  the  bill,  andshowed  in  what  respects 
it  differed  from  the  TIngliiih  phw  of  an  excise. 

He  said,  the  present  bill  waa  not  so  exception- 
able on  account  of  its  violating  private  property 
as  the  collection  law. 

He  initaaoed,  in  a  partioular  dauie  (^  that 
law,  the  power  of  entering  houses  by  warrant 
fivm  a  JuBlice  of  the  peace — trial  by  Jury  ii 


woured  by  tUs  InE,  and  othw  a 
ly  to  peTHXial  ri^ts  are  added^ 

IHi«ot  taxes  are  as  BiB^  ohfected  to  by  North 
Oandinaastheaioiie;  and  thou^  dire«t  tazea 
are  menticmed,  no  plan  la  ofoed. 

He  then  enlarged  oo  the  importaitee  of  pm^ 
tuality  in  paying  the  intwest  of  the  pablie  deb^ 
and  of  having  a  sorphu  levenne  in  the  Trea- 
sury. He  doubted  not  the  gentlemen  in  &vcr 
of  the  bill  were  as  patriotio  as  those  wbo  are 
averse  to  It.  I>ifferenae  of  opinion  is  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  bat  he  had  a  better  opinion  at  the 
good  sense  of  the  oommuuity  Hian  to  sappoK 
they  would  be  led  away  by  a  sonnd;  they  wjS 
see  and  Indoe  for  themauvee ;  and  wb«i  tli^ 
see  that  uie  law  isfreefrcnn  all  those  obnoxiana 
qoslitiee  which  have  been  suggested,  they  will 
submit  to  it  without  complaint,  eqwcoal^  wben 
they  realise  that  tlie  lax  ia  eqdal,  and  the  oi^ 
efliEwelve  cesonroe  within  the  present  oommaod 
of  the  Government.  The  General  Govwnmetit 
ia  auAorited  to  la;  exrines  Worth  Oarcdina 
knew  this  when  she  adopted  the  oonstitntkn. 
The  of^Msidon,  he  anqpeoted,  wai  against  the 
oUeot  to  whioh  the  money  is  to  be  appropriated. 
Mr.  Gius  said,  the  sentiments  ot  the  people 
of  the  Bouthem  States  have  been  so  dif^«Dtty 
represented  ttam  what  he  ooneeived  to  be  the 
state  of  faolfl,  that,  in  Justice  to  them  he  con- 
ceived himself  bound  to  take  some  noIiGe  (tf 
the  observati<nui  which  had  &llen  from  gentle- 
men. He  then  stated  oertain  principTea  on 
whi^  taxation  ihoold  be  fivmed.  Taxes  should 
be  ueoessaiT,  and  r^sed  cm  a  plan  Mmstatoit 
with  the  principles  of  libertr.  He  adverted  to 
the  neoeaaity,  which,  he  observed,  waaabnn- 
dantiy  apparent  &ota  the  rqiort  of  the  Seon- 
tary  of  the  Tnaearj ;  bnt  he  did  not  confine 
his  opinion  to  what  had  Men  from  him.  Ha 
instenoed  other  ressons  which  wonld  ooeadon  a 
neoesnty  for  replenishing  the  pnblio  Treasury. 
The  expediency  of  the  present  mode  he  ai^ned 
from  the  impoet'a  being  carried  to  the  utmost; 
from  the  l^tprobstios  <d'  thia  mode  by  a  m^oritj 
of  the  people ;  and  though  nneaemess  might 
prevail  in  some  (^  the  SoDthem  States,  he  oon- 
ndered  them  as  originating  altogethu-  from 
want  of  due  information.  Foaeeeaed  of  that 
information,  he  oould  pledge  himacJf  to  the 
Dommittee  that  they  would  ^eerfriUy  aoqniesae 
in  whatever  theLeeJalature  should  decide  to  be 
for  the  general  interest. 

With  respect  to  the  bill's  bung  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  liber^  and  republicanism,  ti^ 
— iuld  more  propwlv  come  into  view  wh«i  that 
rt  of  the  bill  whiui  deeimatea  the  mode  of  ed- 
ition oomes  under  oomdaeration.    At  present 
he  would  only  say,  tJiat  he  had  observed  with 
pleasure,  that  there  appeared  to  be  a  nniven«l 
disposition  in  the  members  c^  the  House  to 
msnifeet  the  most  sompulona  attention,  in  iH 
their  deliberationB,  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
On  the  whole,  he  had  no  doubt  that,  on  ma- 
ture reflection,  the  people  wonld  acquiesce  in 
the  preeeut  plan,  when  the  honor,  security,  and 
peace  of  the  United  States  sftpeued  to  be 
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MWDtliDy  ooimeotod  with  a  ftarthar  prorinon 
Ibr  thepnbtia  ezigMioiea, 

Mr.  Ehrosa  partioularlj  aUnded  to  the  aUte- 
meot  oSte«d  bj  Hi.  I^oebos,  bj  whicih  tt  ap- 
pcan  tlutt  only  the  mun  of  144,000  doUan  was 
wintiiig — whereas  llie  Seoretary'B  report  calls  for 
the  eiionnoiuaiim<tf  000,000  doUars.  He  called 
OK  g^tlemen  to  ehow  the  errors  of  the  itatement 
off£«d  by  the  gmtleman.   It  had  not  been  done. 

He  tbwi  adverted  to  the  number  of  people 
that  would  probably  be  wanted  in  order  to 
mike  the  doty  prodnctiTe.  He  believed  they 
voold  be  so  nnmeroaa  as  to  '         —  ■     - 


t&al  and  probable  produce  of  the  preeent  impost 
ud  tMuuige  for  the  current  year,  by  whidi  it 
qipean  there  will  be  a  defidency  of  upwards  of 
100,000  dollars ;  bnt  takinK  hito  consideration 
MrUin  oootiiigendee,  whidi,  shotdd  they  take 
place,  wiU  dImlniBli  the  tmoant  of  the  )»eBent 
antiea,  it  appeared  tiiat  the  defidency  wonld  be 
much  larnr  than  the  earn  mentioned ;  bnt  even 
in  case  of  a  earplaa  bdnK  prodnced  by  this  bilL 
thtte  am  ol^eots  to  which  it  can  be  applied 
U^  bMM6daI  to  tiie  United  States.  He  in- 
rtmced  "^Hng  the  deferred  stock,  and  the 
three  per  oenta.  The  redaction  of  the  pohlic 
debt  18  an  object  which  on^t  never  to  be  loet 

ilosDxr,  January  10. 
Yaeat>^  m  the  J^etideiuy. 

Lt  OranmittM  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  declar- 
ii|  what  offioer,  in  case  of  vaoanoy  [by  death, 
nw>*il,  or  inability]  in  the  ofScee  of  Pre- 
Mut  and  Vioe  President,  ahaJl  act  as  President, 
Itr.  BoDioHOT  in  the  chair. 

Tb^  first  clause  of  the  bill  was  read,  which 
ooDtahks  a  bluik  to  be  filled  np,  designating  the 
pmoD  who  shall  act  as  President. 

Kr.  Sun  (of  Sooth  Oardina)  obeerred  that 
bj  the  eonatitiition,  the  vacancy  is  to  be  filled 
vith  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  This  nar- 
lows  the  diaonssion  very  much.  Bnt  he  con- 
Mired  tb»e  was  a  previtms  qa«etion  neoeeasry 
to  be  detmnined ;  and  that  was,  whether  the 
MnoD  app(^t«d  to  snj^ly  the  vaoanoy  shonld 
■wld  the  offloe  dnring  the  tame  for  which  the  Pre- 
Msot  and  Tloe  President  were  elected,  or  whe- 
Umt  be  was  to  hold  the  office  only  till  a  new 
dMion  oniild  take  pdace.  He  thonght  that,  by 
tbeooiiitttntion,anew  election  was  not  to  take 
gMs  tin  the  term  ftv  which  the  President  and 
Viee  Prasid«ot  had  been  elected  was  ex^red. 

He  tba  descanted  on  the  req>ective  cffleea  of 
flie  Chief  Jnattce,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Seo- 
ntary  of  the  Treasory ;  and,  by  several  parti- 
nlir^  showed  that  the  appointment  would 
mo*  naturally  devolve  on  the  Secretary  of 
Btite.  He  aooordini^y  moved  that  the  blank  be 
Died  with  the  words  "The  Secretary  of  State." 

Vr.  LimifoxK  observed,  that  in  oonsiderina 
tlnsqiMetian,  he  thonriit  no  reference  shonld 
be  had  to  the  officers  which  had  been  mentioned, 
fa;  M  it  waa  soppoeed  that  the  oaaooonlemplat' 


ed  would  not  happen  once  in  a  hnndred  years, 
he  conceived  that  the  preeent  characters,  who 
now  hold  the  above  offices,  wonld  be  entirely 
oat  of  the  qneatioo.  He  bad  in  view  a  different 
person,  and  that  was  the  Preddent  of  the 
Senate,  ore  Um^pore,  and  moved  that  the  blank 
be  fiUed  with  this  person. 

Mr.  Vhitb  observed,  that  the  oonst^tion 
says  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  an  officer  of 
the  United  States.  The  President,  pro  tempon, 
of  the  SenatCL  is  not  aq  offioer  of , the  United 
States.  Beeidea,  this  will  give  one  branch  of 
the  Legislature  the  power  of  electing  a  Presi- 
dent, 'niis,  he  conceived,  was  contrary  to  the 
oonstitation.  as  both  branches  have  a  right  to 
an  eqnal  voice  in  the  appc^ttneot  in  this  case. 
This  will  introdoce  the  very  evil  intended  to  be 
guarded  agdnst. 

Mr.  WiLUAHSOK  Bud,  the  motion  waa  direct- 
ly repognant  to  the  oonstitntion.  Why  not 
dioose  the  Speaker  of  this  Honsef 

Mr.  Ijtxbwobi  sdd,  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  oljjectiona  offered  t^  the  gentiemen.  He 
oonld  have  wished  the  oonstitntion  had  pointed 
ont  the  person.  Bnt  he  conceived  that  the 
Senate  was  the  only  body  that  oonld  do  this 
bnsineBa.  If  either  of  the  officers  mentioned 
shonld  be  the  person  designated  to  sapply  the 
vacancy,  it  wonld  be  in  the  power  of  the  Vice 
Preiddent,  by  virtue  of  the  power  of  removing 
offlroers,  abeolntely  to  qiptHnt  a  snccessor,  with- 
out consulting  either  branch  of  the  Legialatnre, 

Mr.  HnBPwm  observed  that  this  matter  is  left 
with  the  Legislatnra  The  whole  power  of  the 
people,  in  case  of  vacancy,  devolves  oa  the 
Legislature.  The  particolar  offioer  is  not  p<dnt* 
ed  ont;  it  lies  with  Oongresa  to  say  who  it 
shall  be.  The  President  of  the  Senate  is  m. 
officer  of  the  United  Btates.  In  case  of  the 
death  of  a  Governor  and  Llentenant  Governor, 
it  is  common  in  tiie  several  Statee,  for  the  old- 
est oonndllor  to  preside.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  the  abdication  of  James  II.  Adverting 
to  the  constitution,  he  showed  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Vice  President,  in  certain  cases,  de- 
volves on  the  Senate.  The  vacancy  may  he 
filled  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time,  and  this  ap- 
pears  to  be  a  question  previous  in  its  natnre  M 
be  determined. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  s^d  he  should  be  in  &vor  of 
the  motion  of  the  gentlonan  from  New  Eemp- 
shira,  if  it  was  not  for  the  expreeeprovidon  in 
the  coDstitntion,  whidi  sm,  the  office  thall  be 
flUed  by  an  officer  of  the  united  Slatea.  Shoidd 
the  vacancy  now  happen,  there  would  be  no 
officer  <d  the  Senate  that  oonld  be  appointed. 

He  mentioned  that  the  office  of  OMef  Justicfl 
was  oonmdered  as  next  to  that  of  Preddent, 
and  therefore  cm  the  whole,  he  considered  him 
as  the  moat  proper  person  to  fill  the  vaoanoy. 
He  thoQ^t  the  bill  req«cting  the  ?ot«e  for 
Preddent  and  Yioe  President  should  be  fint 
determined.  He  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
committee  shonld  rise,  and  take  up  the  next  biU. 

Mr.  Oasboll  and  Mr.  Ltvbbmoss  otjeetad  to 
the  motion  for  the  committee's  rising 
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Ur.  M^staoB  was  kIbo  opposed  to  th«  motion. 
He  enlarged  on  the  sabject,  and  said  he  thought 


in  their  cons^qnenoes,  that  the  dedaion  should 
DOW  tie  made. 

Ur.  Smith  started  a  variety  of  objections  to 
Mr.  LiTKmou's  propomtion.  He  Uiought  it 
tmooDstitntiona],  as  it  would,  in.  its  operotioii, 
deDrive  a  6tat«  of  a  vote  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Botnon  said  ha  seconded  the  motion  for 
the  committee's  ri^ng,  beoaose  he  oonoeived 
there  was  other  basinees  of  more  immediate 
importanoe  to  be  considered ;  and  he  saw  no 
necessity  for  ooming  to  a  decision  on  this  qnes- 
tion  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Lawkkbck  BODpoeed  that  the  blank  oonld 
be  filled  m>  in  the  Honse ;  he  wss,  therefore,  in 
&vor  of  the  ooDimittee'B  riaiag. 

The  motion  for  the  oonunittee's  riang  was 
neoHtived. 

Mr.  BunoK  was  in  fkror  of  filling  np  the 
blank  with  the  Chief  Jostiae.  He  observed 
that  the  objection  arising  from  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent's having  it  in  his  power  to  name  his  sno- 
oeeeor,  in  esse  the  Secretary  of  Btate  is  inserted, 
does  not  apply  to  the  Chief  Jnstice.  He  is  in- 
dependent of  the  Executive. 

Ha  pointed  out  several  partionlars,  in  wMoh 
there  was  an  iuconipatibility  in  the  offices  of 
Secretarv  of  State,  and  that  of  PreddenL  He 
observea  that  the  appointment  to  tiie  B^enoy, 
in  all  oonntriea,  is  geoenlly  of  the  firrt  law 
offiou-. 

Mr.  jAtnaon  objected  to  the  Obi^  Jostiae, 
and  said  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Reoresen' 
tativee  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  next  omoer  in 

Kint  of  dignity  to  the  Preddent  and  Tiee 
eddent. 

Mr,  Muiisoir  ol^ted  to  the  Chief  Jnstioe, 
as  it  wonld  be  blending  the  Jndiciary  and  the 
Executive.  He  ol^ected  to  the  Presiduitprt' 
Um,  of  the  Senate.  He  will  be  a  Senator  of 
some  partionlar  State,  liable  to  be  instraotod  by 
the  State,  and  will  still  hold  his  office — thus  he 
will  hold  two  offloee  at  onoe.  He  adverted  to 
the  other  objeotiona  which  had  been  of^red 
against  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  and  showed 
the  compatibility  of  the  two  offleee. 

Mr.  Stohb  stated  sondry  difficulties  reepeot- 
Ing  all  the  officers  that  had  been  named ;  bnt, 
on  the  whole,  thought  there  were  fewer  against 
the  Seoretary  of  8tat«  than  any  other  officer 
that  had  been  noentioned. 

Mr.  SstrsT  was  oppMed  to  (xming  to  any 
dedsion  at  the  preemt  time.  He  thou^t  more 
important  bnnneas  was  before  the  Hoose.  He 
was  not  ibr  maUng  any  decision  that  wonld 
give  nmhrage  to  any  offloer  of  the  Government. 
The  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Seoretary  of  the 
l^easory  were  equally  entitled  to  pnblio  notice. 

Mr.  Cabbou.  was  in  &vor  of  coming  to  a 
decision ;  and  if  nothinK  more  eonid  be  offered 
against  the  motion  for  nUing  np  the  bl^ik  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  he  pre«amed  tht  com- 
mittee were  ripe  for  a  decision.    He  refoned  to 
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the  situation  of  countries  who  had  not,  hi  sM- 
son,  made  provinon  for  a  Rt^ent,  Ac 

Mi.  SHZtouir  said,  he  wss  in  fkvor  ol  the 
committee's  rising  and  reporting  the  hill,  sal 
leaving  the  blanlu  to  be  filled  np  in  the  Hove. 

Mr.  Whitk  was  in  favor  of  filling  np  ths 
blank  in  the  committee — he  saw  no  reason  fa 
a  delay.  The  offloera  mentioned  an  aa  wd 
known  now  as  they  will  be  three  days  basesL 
The  Preaident  and  Vice  President  being  in 
health,  is  a  reason  why  the  sutijeot  shonld  now 
be  oonddered;  it  can  be  done  yritii  aoob 
and  freedran  frran  dl  wanntb. 

Mr.  Lawbxkob  said,  he  thonght  there  was  ■» 
necestity  for  predpit^ing  the  dedskin.  Wbh 
Kffliect  to  every  peison  that  has  been  nante^ 
^ffiooltiee  have  been  stsrted.  The  snlijeot  is 
important,  and  time  shonld  be  eivHi  to  ddft^ 
rate  on  the  several  ofiloeis  that  bare  bcM 
named.  He  hoped,  therefiire,  that  the  oosb- 
mittee  wonld  rise  and  repwt  the  bin,  and  lean 
the  blank  to  be  filled  np  at  another  time. 

Mr.  Bdhkx  was  in  tavor  of  the  oonumttea^ 
rising.  He  observed,  that  the  memben  ia 
genmal  appeared  to  be  very  mnoh  imdetw- 
myied.  This  is  the  first  day  the  snbjeot  hm 
been  under  oou^wation.  He  hoped  the  msn- 
bers  wonld  not  be  predidtated  to  vote  on  the 


Mr.  Casboll  said,  if  the  oonunittee  shonld 
rise,  he  hoped  the  bill  wonld  not  be  rqxnted, 
bnt  that  they  would  dt  again. 

Mr.  BuBKK  said,  he  hoped  the  oommittea 
would  dt  agun. 

The  question  on  the  o(wmuttee's  riiiiw  and 
reporting  progrssa,  was  carried  in  the  amrm»- 
Uve. 


Thubsdat,  January  IS. 
Vaeaney  in  &»  Prmidtnq/, 
In  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  1^  de- 
claring the  offloer  who,  in  case  <rf  vacanoy  in 
the  offices  of  Preaident  mi  Vice  Preaidtti^ 
shall  eierdsB  the  office  td  PrsMdent  ctf  tb» 
United  Statee,  Mr.  Bounmor  in  the  chitr. 

The  motion  for  filling  np  the  blank  witJi  **  tlw 
Seoretary  of  State  for  the  time  being,"  was  r^ 
newed  by  Mr.  Oabbou. 

Mr.  LivxBicoBB  observed,  that  the  dunots 
of  the  gentleman  who  fills  that  oSee  should 
have  no  wei^t  in  determining  theqnestkm,  b*- 
the  Hoose  was  aboot  to  provide  fbr  a 


it  Tnighf.  not  happcsi  b 
ere  elapaed.    aiie  Ho 


yeacB  were  elapaed.  The  Hoose  dtonld  fix  on 
the  offiow  who  wonld,  from  the  natora  <i  his 
office,  moat  natorallynaoeed.  Hebiq>ed  thn 
would  not  determine  in  ffrfyt  of  an  offioer  of 
tfadr  own  ereadng,  and  of  which  no  mention  is 
made  In  the  oondibition.  The  Chief  Jostiae^ 
he  reinailed,  bad  been  spoken  oi:  one  great 
objeotion  he  mcmtioned  againat  him — the  prori- 
rioo  which  the  conslitatioD  makee  in  ease  the 
Preaident  is  impeached,  vis:  that  lie  ahoold 
prende.  As  this  was  an  elective  Oovemmuttj 
he  wished  its  princ^lfla  pKaerved,  and  not  to 
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■w  tbe  Ohiaf  Magietracy  filled  by  an  officer  not 
Uie  choice  of  the  people.  The  President  of  the 
Senate  pro  tern,  appeared  to  him  a  much  fitter 
cfflcer  to  fin  that  Btatioa:  he  was  origiDAllj 
^boseii  by  the  people  to  the  Senate. 

Vbea  AmeDamente  to  the  constitution  came 
to  be  thought  o^  perhapB  it  would  be  proper  to 
proTide  for  this  owe  by  a  special  clause  in  it, 
impoveriag  the  Electors  who  had  ohoaen  the 
Prerident  and  Vice  Freddeot,  in  case  of  vacan- 
of,  to  meet  again,  and  make  another  oholbe ; 
(ily,  however,  for  tie  remunder  of  the  fonr 
jean;  benaDae,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  tbe 
paver  of  cbaodnK  the  Electors  should  return  to, 
wd  be  eierdaed  by  the  several  Btatee. 

U  Che  motion  bubre  tbe  committee  wae  n^- 
itlved,  be  gave  notice  that  he  would  bring  in 
his,  vii:  to  fill  up  the  blank  with  tbe  person 
list  antecedently  chosen  Frendent  of  the 
B«Dtte. 

Kr.  BAunns  eaid,  tliat  he  ahoold  vote  for 
tlie  pretent  motion,  mcauk  he  conceived  that 
tbe  ooDstitution  is  express,  that  an  ofBcer  of  the 
GoTaiiment,deg)Rnat«d  either  by  the  law  or  the 
eoBslitation,  ahoald  be  appointed  to  fill  this  va- 
esBCT,  Be  stated  some  objections  ogunst  the 
Chlrf  Justice.  He  is  an  officer  who  ongbt  to 
be  entirely  detached  from  all  political  a^tations 
winterer — his  mind  ought  to  be  kept  calm  and 
■  unembarrased  as  poeeible.  He  qaoted  the 
imedciit  established  in  the  law  instituting  the 
Goitrnx  of  tlie  Weetem  Territory— there  the 
Seovttry  is  to  snoceed  the  Oovemor.  The 
Secntsiy  of  Stat«  is  an  Exeontive  officer,  an 
Mistaiit  to  the  Prendent,  and  most  be  sup- 
posed, from  his  ritnatJon,  to  be  tbe  most  proper 
pcnoD  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

Kr.  Bhsbkak  was  of  opinion,  that  putting 
Ibe  Ohief  Magiatracy  into  the  hands  of  a  snb- 
ordhiate  oSc«r,  Tvaa  by  no  means  proper.  As 
to  the  obMrvadoDs  made  by  the  gentleman  last 
lip,  OQ  the  arrangements  in  the  Government  of 
the¥eeteni  Territoiy,  he  £d  not  ibink  they 
Mnld  be  applied  to  the  present  case.  That 
Goreniment  is  a  subordinate  one,  and  a  kind  of 
ItnilatiTe  power  is  vested  in  the  Governor  of 
Meeting,  from  tlie  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
difirant  StatM,  such  as  he  thought  requisite 
tw  the  GoTemment  ti  those  he  had  under  his 
tm. 

B»  Wis  in  fiivor  <^  dving  the  supreme  Exeo- 
ttirs,  in  case  of  aoddent,  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate.  The  Government  would  certunly 
nller  Ibwer  inoonvenienoee  by  that  amnge- 
oent  than  if  tbe  head  of  a  departmept  was  put 
in.  The  Viae  Premdent,  bv  the  oonstitutton, 
mneeds  to  the  Preddent^tLe  President  of  tbe 
Senate  to  the  office  of  the  first ;  it  is  therefore 
nej  natural  that  be  should  also  eiercdae  tbe 
dnaes  of  the  seo(Hid  in  case  of  a  vacancy. 

To  designate  any  officer  as  poflBii>le  encoeeeor 
to  the  Preddent,  would  be  giving  him  too  much 
w(nity,  and  raidng  him,  in  a  manner,  even 
shove  Uie  Legislature. 

Ur.  Oakboll  observed,  that  the  vacancy 
ai^t  happen  ia  the  recess  of  the  Legialatore, 


or  in  the  absence  of  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  the  Secretary  of  State  would  always  be  at 
the  seat  of  Government.  Besides,  the  consti- 
tution declares  tbe  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  an 
officer  of  the  Govornment.  The  President  of 
the  Senate  is  only  on  officer  pro  lem.  If  the 
framers  of  tbe  constitution  had  intended  tbe 
vacancy  should  be  filled  by  an  officer  named  in 
it,  they  conld  have  designated  him  i  but  this 
they  had  not  done;  he  therefore  supposed  they 
had  in  view  some  officer  not  then  in  esistenoe. 

Ur.  Gebbt  regretted  that  the  subject  eboold 
have  been  taken  up  at  this  moment,  when  so 
much  important  business  is  before  Congress.. 
He  adverted  to  the  motion,  and  said,  that  the 
character  which  now  fills  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  State  undoubtedly  possessed  the  oonfldence 
of  the  Legislature  in  tbe  fuUest  manner,  and 
very  justly;  bat  when  the  exigency  shall  arrive 
for  which  we  now  are  about  to  provide,  a 
character  may  fill  that  office  who  would  be  a 
scourge  to  the  Union.  Beeides,  said  be,  if  the 
office  of  Vice  President  was  now  to  be  filled, 
tbe  Secretary  of  State  would  be  ineii^bje,  com- 
ing from  the  same  State  with  the  President. 
Be  stated  other  objections  fr^m  tbe  constitu- 
tion. He  thought  the  nomination  should  not 
be  oonflned  to  officers  of  the  United  States. 
He  supposed  the  views  of  Government  may  be 
extended  even  to  officers  of  tbe  several  States. 
He,  however,  wished  the  whole  business  post- 
poned ;  but  if  this  idea  is  overruled,  he  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  filling  the  blank  wiUi 
the  constitutional  clanse  respecting  the  highest 
candidates  who  are  primarily  voted  for  as  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  SioTE  remarked,  that  there  appeared  to 
be  BO  great  a  divers!^  of  omnion  on  the  subject 
before  the  Hoose,  that  be  aoubt«d  the  possibil- 
ity of  procuring  a  majority  for  either  of  the 
motions  that  had  been  made.  There  would  be 
objections,.he  conceived,  to  any  proposition  that 
could  be  offered ;  but  tbe  conunittee  sboold  de- 
termine on  that  to  which  there  were  fewest. 
To  the  Secretary  of  State  he  thought  there  were 
lees  than  to  any  other  officer  proposed.  Those 
against  the  Chief  Justice  he  thought  unanswer- 
able. Indeed,  the  gentleman  who  proposed  him 
had  not  oSered  any  answer  to  uie  ol^ections 
made  to  that  officer. 

The  daties  of  the  President  of  tbe  Senate, 
and  those  of  the  I^«sident  of  the  United  States, 
appeared  to  him  incompatible.  The  first  was 
the  Representative  of  a  particular  State,  and 
bonnd  to  obey  the  Instructions  of  it  K  he  was 
to  be  deprived  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  his 
State  would  lose  a  vote  there,  and  the  balance 
of  that  branch  of  the  LegisIatDre  would  be  de- 

Ee  recapitulated  the  oUections  that  had  al- 
ready been  made  to  the  Chief  Justice's  filling 
the  chur.  His  power  of  expounding  treaties 
would  be  improperly  mixed  with  that  of  mak- 
ing them ;  that  of  condemning  for  ofilencee,  with 
a  power  of  granting  reprieves  and  pttrdons. 
Then  the  Chief  Justice  could  not  ut  with  pro- 
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priely  U  Oommuider-iD-Otuef  of  the  armj  ud 
navv.  It  had  been  laid,  he  observed,  that  the 
Jodicduy  btuJMes  might  20  on  for  some  time 
irlthont  tlie  udstance  of  the  Ohlef  Jtutioe.  He 
thongbt  not ;  there  were  three  Cironit  Conrts, 
and  two  Judges  for  each,  iDolodiiig  the  Ohief 
Jogtjce.  If  he  waa  absent,  the  bndneas  of  one 
of  tlie  oinudtfl  could  not  proceed ;  beeidee,  he 
ahonld  prealde  in  the  Bnpreme  Conrt. 

He  oonolnded  bj  ujing,  that  the  office  of 
8eoretai7  of  State  and  the  datiee  of  Preddent 
were  analwoiu.  He  was  a  kind  of  assistant ' 
the  Chief  HagisOate,  and  would,  therefore,  Terr 
properly  supply  bis  place ;  beddes,  he  was  af- 
w^  at  the  seat  of  GoTemmeat. 

Hr.  Bdkkx  sud,  that  he  had  consulted  a  gen- 
tleman skilled  in  tiie  doctrine  of  chancce,  who, 
after  conrfdering  the  snbject,  had  infonned  htm, 
that  there  was  an  eqDol  chance  that  each  a 
tingency  would  not  nappen  more  than  ont . 
ei^t  hundred  and  forty  years.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  oonunittee  would  not  spend 
any  more  Ume  npon  the  aoljeot,  but  pos^i 
it  altogether. 

Mr.  Q1LB8  conceived,  that  the  prolnbility  of 
the  event  taking  plaoe  was  mui^  greater  than 
th,  Bnsxx  seemed  to  think.  According  to  the 
doctrine  of  politics,  he  said,  it  was  not  more 
tlian  fifty  h>  one  that  it  wonld  not  happen  in 
two  months.  However,  even  if  the  chance  was 
mnch  less,  it  fss  the  dnty  of  the  House  to  make 
provision  for  the  accident  before  it  occurred. 
If  it  was  left  till  the  case  actually  took  place,  it 
wonld  then  be  too  late  to  think  of  remedying  the 
evil ;  for  it  was  to  tte  provided  for  by  a  Legis- 
lative act.  which  oonld  not  be  made  oompiete 
without  tne  President's  approbation  and  signa- 
ture, and  could  therefore  not  be  obtained  when 
the  chur  was  vacant  Then  if  the  event  should 
hmwn  before  it  was  provided  for,  there  wonld 
beThe  conceived,  an  end  to  this  Government. 

He  used  another  argument  to  urge  the  neoee- 
dty  of  a  speedy  provision.  Sappose.  add  he, 
the  Vice  President  should  die,  tnen  the  &te  of 
this  Qovemment  would  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  Preffldent,  who,  by  resigning,  would  destroy 
its  organisation,  without  leaving  a  constitutional 
mode  of  filling  the  vacancy. 

In  addition  to  the  lose  of  this  Government, 
wonld  not  every  member  of  the  Le^atnre,  he 
asked,  lose  his  character,  credit^  and  reputation! 

Having  shown  the  neceesitv  t^  making  im- 
mediate provision  for  a  case  of  so  much  impor- 
tance to  the  very  existence  of  the  Government, 
Hr.  Giles  declared  he  was  in  &vor  of  filling  np 
the  blank  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  He 
ohiefiy  rested  his  opinion  on  the  idea,  that  if 
the  constitution  had  not  intended  that  the  va- 
cancy should  be  filled  by  some  officer  not  there 
mentioned,  they  would  have  determined  who  it 
should  be. 

Mr,  Sedowick  was  sorry  that  the  busineeB  had 
been  brought  forward,  and  more  so  that  gentle- 
men should  discover  a  leal  on  the  occasion 
which  indicated  too  mnch  of  taking  a  personal 
interest  in  the  qnestioo. , 
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He  did  not  (^rehend  the  oonseqiietii 
wonld  follow,  if  the  aooidoit  ebon 
wonld  be  so  dreadftal  as  the  gentleman  Ivt  up 
appeared  to  think.  There  was  more  dsagtr,  t^ 
conceived,  in  raffling  men's  tempers  noir.li^ 
deognsting  one  oflloer  heir  apparent  fif  u 
might  be  ^owed  the  expresaion)  to  the  cdee 
of  Chief  Magistrate. 

He  ol^jeoted  to  filling  up  the  blank  witli  i» 
Secretary  of  State;  it  would  be  putting  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  President  (or  of  the  Vice  Ph«- 
dent)  a  power  of  appoindag  his  successor.  Tie 
anthority  with  which  tbe  ^ief  JnstfM  is  nri- 
ed,  the  respect  which  his  station  commudi, 
and  his  independence,  induced  him,  he  said,  K 
first  to  think  hun  the  most  proper  person  to  ba 
at  the  head  of  atUrs,  in  case  of  vacancy  in  fiw 
Ohief  Magistracy.  However,  if  it  oonld  net 
be  agreed  to  postpone  the  bnrineA,  he  shoiild 
now  vote  for  the  President  of  the  Sen  ale  jww  (ML 

Mr.  BuiBoK  said,  that  an  honorable  gecti^ 
man  (Mr.  Smith)  ha>d  remarked  that  he  had  not 
attempted  to  answer  the  objections  which  wen 
made  to  the  Chief  Jnadce's  being  designated  to 
fin  the  vacancy,  and  had  drawn  the  eonclinin 
that  the  objections  were  ananswerable.  fit 
was  sensible  that  there  might  and  wonld  be  ob- 
jections to  any  ofBcer  that  oonld  bemeutimsd; 
but  thcee  against  the  Chief  Justice  he  did  sot 
think  unanswerable.  It  had  been  ot^ected  Ihit 
there  wonld  be  an  Impropriety  in  his  oondant- 
ing  as  Chief  Jnstice,  and  pardoning  is  Fnd- 
dent  Bnt  something  like  this  is  fre^ueot^tbe 
case.  He  sappoeed  that  whoever  cxerciiM  tbe 
office  of  Chief  Hagistrafe  would  for  the  tiM 
resign  his  first  office.  He  only  mentioned  Oa 
to  show  that  the  objeolions  made  to  the  Obirf 
Justice  had  not  b^n  answered  becsiue  ^ 
were  deemed  unanswerable.  Bat  his  wish  wm 
to  see  the  vaoancv  filled  by  an  independeut  li- 
finer ;  he  had,  therefore,  no  objection  to  tbe 
Prendent  of  the  Senate  irro  tem.  _ 

Mr.  J&oKSON  moved  that  the  eonsiderstion  a 
this  bndness  be  postponed,  which  wss  sgRM 
to.    The  oommitl^e  rose  and  reported. 

FsinaT,  Jsnnary  21. 
J)ut^  <m  iSpiriti. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideratioi  (^  tbt 
new  Revenue  Bill. 

Mr.  JaoEBOir  propoeed  an  amendment,  by  sd^ 
..,g  a  clause  to  prevent  inspectors,  or  *"7^ 
fleers  under  them,  fW)m  interfering,  either  ^- 
rectly  or  indirectly,  in  elections,  i°"J*f  •r" 
"■.ving  their  own  vot«e,  on  penalty  of  ftwratiiif 


dition  to  the  amendment,  and  that  was  toM" 
tend  the  prohibition  to  every  other  person  what 
ever.  He  supposed  that  to  practise  the  art" 
electioneering  would  be  as  criminal  in  1*"^ 
in  general  as  in  tbe  officers  of  the  revenue ;  bjjj 
if  any  provision  is  necessary  in  the  ca«^  " 
thought  it  might  be  made  in  some  other  MIL 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESa 


,  1791.] 


[E.  or  B. 


Hr.  LiTBuou  wtnuTed  the  motloD.  Thaee 
dBcei^  aaid  he^  will  bold  their  places  under 
the  QoTemntent,  and,  from  the  duties  asai^ed 
them,  will  aoqnire  mob  a  knowledge  of  peraoaa 
aad  eharacten,  «s  will  glvti  them  great  advan- 
tages, and  enable  them  to  Inflnenoe  electiona  to 
a  great  d^ree.  He  thought  the  propoeition 
important,  and  merited  the  attention  of  the 

Hr.  Tianre  obearred,  that  the  moUon  went 
to  diefianchiae  a  great  number  of  dtizena  of  the 
ri^ta  of  Bofirage.  It  qtpeared  to  him,  Also, 
be  aDoonstitntiona],  aa  It  will  dwrlre  them  of 
■paikiiig  and  writmg  fhdr  minda;  a  right  of 
vlikh  no  law  can  divert  tJtem.  He  offered 
Mae  obaervatlona  on  Ota  ell^bilily  of  t&e  dut; 
now  eontemplated,  in  preferonoe  to  direct  tAzes ; 
and  then  nrged  the  bad  polioy  of  rendering  the 
law  odiona,  b;  fixing  a  atigma  on  the  offloera 
appointed  to  ezeonte  it. 

Ml.  J&oxaoii  replied  to  the  obaervations 
ininat  his  modon.  He«^d  the  ezperieooe  of 
Gtett  Britaia  showed  the  prtqirMr  of  the  pro- 
motion. He  read  a  section  finxn  a  law  passed  in 
tha  reign  of  "WUUam  and  Uary  on  the  anlfjeot 
A  law  was  fbnnd  necesMrf  in  that  oonnt^  to 
prerent  the  interference  of  exdse  officers  In 
deetiona,  though  the  excise  law  then  in  exist- 
ence was  only  for  ten  jears.  and  that  qoii 
ton  OS  is  a  perpetoal  law;  for  it  ia  to  exia 
the  whole  State  debts  sre  extingtuBhed. 
denied  thai  it  was  a  disfranchisement  of  the 
dtisKn;  the  J  will  have  the  aame  right  to  vote 
at  the  eleotiona  as  other  rititena ;  it  only  goes 
to  deflning  an  offence,  which  maj  be  of  pemi- 
maaoonseqaenoe.  Did  I  conMder  it  as  depriv- 
iag  the  ritizens  of  the  ri(^ts  of  anffivge,  I 
would  be  the  laat  to  vote  for  it.  He  adverted 
I«rticidui7  to  the  dangerous  in£nenoe  that 
ionie  fbtare  President  wonld  acquire,  hj  virtne 
of  the  power  which  he  will  possess  of  removing 
fliese  oBlotn.  He  read  some  olanses  fh»n  the 
Biitish  Excise  I^w,  to  show  its  resemblance  to 
ttelawnowanderoonsideratton.  Headdedaomo 
rtrietnres  on  the  bill,  and  regretted  that  it  had 
not  been  recomimtted ;  bnt  to  r^der  it  len 
odiona  and  miachievoiis  he  strongly  niged  the 
Mcen^  of  the  section  he  had  proposed. 

Hr.  Bunoir  sud,  there  am>ea»d  to  him  to  be 
B  alsardi^  to  say  a  man  shall  forfeit  an  ofBoe 
iriiieh  be  hotda  dming  pleasure. 

Tb.  GxBBT  oUected  to  the  motion,  beeanse 
he  thought  it  did  not  go  &r  enon^ ;  it  on^t 
to  extend  to  all  other  revenue  offioen.  He 
gave  s  Aort  account  of  the  nature  of  dvU  gov- 
(nment ;  no  form,  said  he,  la  stationary,  tbey 
ace  always  verging  either  to  Demooraey  or 
Knurehy,  or  to  Ariatoeraoy  and  Deq>otism. 
Frmn  hence,  be  drew  an  Infwenoe  ftvorable  to 
a  provision  which  should  tend  to  abate  and 
k»en  the  Infloenee  of  the  Exeontive  pover  in 
eatdnoasss. 

Kr.  Amxs  objected  to  the  motion.  He  said, 
Am  circumstances  of  this  country  and  Great 
Brit^  were  not  aimilar.  That  oonntry  is 
witboDt  a  eonstitntion ;  the  United  StatM  are 


blessed  with  one,  which  defines  the  rif^ta 
of  the  electors  and  the  elected ;  righta  of 
whioh  they  cannot  be  depriTed.  The  law 
which  the  gentleman  referred  to  was  not  pass- 
ed till  the  abuses  it  was  intended  to  remedy 
had  arisen  to  an  enormous  height  If  ever 
there  should  be  a  neoeerity  for  a  similar  law  in 
this  country,  which  he  by  no  means  expected, 
it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  make  the  regnlv 
tion;  bnt  this  oUnse  will  mnzale  the  montha 
of  freemen,  and  take  aw^  die  ose  of  their 

Mr.  Bloodwobtr  replied  to  Mr.  Aus.  He 
observed,  that  eormptiona  had  taken  place; 
elections  have  been  influenced,  and  human  na- 
ture being  the  same,  the  aame  evils  are  to  be 
expected.  He  thought  it  would  be  beet  to  pre- 
vent the  evil  if  possible  by  enacting  a  law  in 
seaaon,  and  not  wait  till  the  mischi^  ia  dona 

Mr.  Sbnbt  vras  in  &v<»  of  the  clause.  Ha 
thought  it  would  be  a  salutary  provision,  and  no 
infringement  on  the  righta  of  tiie  people,  as  It 
wonld  l>e  optional  to  accept  the  omoea  or  not, 
with  this  reetrictioD. 

Mr.  Srom  was  in  favor  of  the  motion.  He 
observed,  that  it  was  a  painflil  oondderalion 
that  a  number  of  dtiiens  shonld  be  disfran- 
chised, and  deprived  of  their  reason  and  speech, 
bnt  this  is  a  dilemma  to  which  we  shall  be  re- 
duced by  means  of  this  eidse  law ;  we  must 
dther  deprive  the  excise  offloers  of  this  privi- 
lege of  interfering,  or  ^ve  up  the  freedom  of 
elections. 

Mr.  TnriKs  controverted  the  oft-repeated  o1>- 
servation,  that  there  was  an  analog  between 
the  two  countries.  Great  Brit^  and  America, 
He  nived  an  acceleration  of  the  bill ;  delays  he 
thonght  did  not  produce  oonviotioD,  they  only 
serve  to  inflame;  he  hoped  the  clause  would 
not  be  agreed  to,  nor  the  bill  recommitted. 

Mr.  Lawekhob  was  sorry  that  there  were  so 
msny  impediments  thrown  in  the  way  of  this 
bill.  He  oould  wish  that  the  clause  mig^t  be 
deferred,  and  mode  the  subject  of  a  separate 
disouasion.  He  oljected  to  it  aa  not  extensive 
gh.  It  ou^t  to  include  ail  the  officers  (tf 
the  Government.  At  present,  he  should  waive 
any  farther  remarks,  but  hoped  the  motion 
would  not  be  agreed  to  at  this  time,  but  wlabed 
that  the  bill  might  be  finished. 

Mr,  Bedowiox  opposed  the  motion.  He  said, 
the  natural  tendeocy  woold  be  to  render  the 
law  odiona ;  to  deprive  the  Government  of  the 
ces  of  the  best  men  in  our  country.  Let 
me  ask  gentiemen,  if  they,  or  any  of  their  con- 
nections, would  accept  an  appomtment  nndar 
this  law,  with  anch  an  exceptionable  clause  in 
itt  He  observed  on  the  total  difference  in  the 
circnmatancea  of  this  country  and  those  of 
Great  Britain;  and  asked,  tihall  we  transplant 
the  corrupt  mftTiniH  of  that  country  to  this  t 
I  hope  we  shall  not. 

Mr.  Gbbbt  replied  to  the  several  otjectiona 
which  had  been  offered  against  the  motion. 
It  will  be  too  late,  said  he,  when  the  evil  takes 
place  to  apply  the  remedy.    The  PrasideDtwill 
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tben  have  it  io  hii  power  to  inflaenoe  the  eleo- 
tiont  in  raoh  nuuuwr  u  to  procnre  s  LegisU- 
tnr«  that  would  not  oonaeiit  to  a  law  fw  ^- 
plriog  a  remedy. 
Mr.  Amzs  reprob«t«d  the  motioii  in  verj 

Eolnted  termB,  tfl  impolillo  in  rMpeot  to  the 
iW,  as  repngnuit  to  the  oonstitnaon,  and  aa 
degrading  to  haman  natore.  Besidea,  he  ob- 
Mired,  that  it  was  nngatOT^  in  itaelf,  because  it 
goee  to  depiiTe  the  dtixens  of  an  inalienable 
il(^L  whidi  7<Hi  oannot  take  from  them,  nor 
can  tber  direst  theniselTee  of  it 

Mr.  XuKBOH  made  a  ebort  raplj  to  Hr.  Ahm. 
He  observed,  tliat  he  had  always  supposed  that 
the  Englidi  nation  possesMd  a  oonstitDtioii, 
and  that  the  violation  of  the  freedom  of  eleo- 
tions  was  tbe  greatest  infringement  on  that 


Mr.  SaiKiUK  observed,  that  this  motion  went 
to  create  a  podtive  offence.  He  said  lie  could 
not  conceive  any  reason  why  this  ofibnce  sbonld 
be  chargeable  on  one  description  of  officers 
only;  he  thought  It  ongfat  to  go  through,  and 
hiclnde  every  class.  He  replied  to  the  several 
ol^eotions  arising  &«m  the  infloenoe  of  the 
Praeident ;  and  obeerved,  that  ftdng  snch  a 
sdgma  woold  oblige  the  President  to  appoint 
mean  and  ordina^  obaraoters—ohBraotera  fit 
to  make  tools  of;  for  persons  of  credit  and  re- 
spectability will  not  accept  of  ^tpointmenls 
nnder  sooh  a  dlsqualifloation. 

The  qnestion  was  detennined  in  the  negative, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  as  follows : 

Tkib. — H«nn.  Aihe,  Baldwin,  Bloodvorth,  Btowa, 
Barks,  Flo^,  QW17,  Grout,  Hathom,  Hditer,  Jmck- 
Mia,  Uvermora,  MatlMV^  Hooi*,  Palfcer,  RgDUelasr, 
Sto^,  S^sMr,  Staoa,  Tooker,  aod  White— 21. 

Sty. — Hem*.  Ames,  Banian,  BondiDet,  Beams, 
Cadwalader,  CairoU,  Chrmr,  FilHiminu,  Forter,  Gak, 
QOman,  Ooodhne,  Griffln,  Gflea,  Hartlej,  HantiDgton, 
Lawieiue,  Lee,  Lacmard,  Hadlnm,  P.  MaUeabeTg, 
Scbnieman,  Scott,  Sadgviok,  Seyiei,  Sherman,  ^a- 
nickmi,  Smith,  (of  MuyUnd,)  Smith,  (of  Sooth  Caro- 
Ilsa,)  Steels,  StoTgu,  Thatcher,  Tnunboll,  Vining, 
Vadaworth,  Williamwxk,  and  Vjakoop—i7.' 

Tkubsdat,  January  ST. 
Dviy  on  SpiriU. 
The  engrossed  bill,  repealing^  after  the  last 
day  of  Jane  next,  the  dnties  heretofore  Md  on 
diatiUed  spirits  imported  troxa  abroad,  and  lay- 
ing others  in  thdr  stead,  and  also  upon  spirits 
distilled  within  the  Um(«d  States,  and  for  ap- 
propriating the  same,  was  passed  by  a  nu|jority 
of  fourteen. 


ii^toa,  Lawrenoe,  Lee,  Lemurd,  Lirermoie,  Uadl- 


alfhl  bni  bwo  th7  dli 


JmUdOalm.  [Fnaiunr,  inL 

•on.  Partridge,  Sdnueman,  Sedgwiok,  ^wnnaD,  tiji- 
verier,  Slimiokiai^  Smith  (of  South  CaKdina),  Stpt- 
ge«,  Tbatcbcr,  TnaDbnU,  Vinl^^  Vadawnrth,  WhU% 
and  Wynkoop--W. 

Nati.— Mean.  AJx,  Baldwin,  Bloodworth,  Bmwb, 
Bni^  Gilee,  Hartley,  HathiKii,  Heictar,  Jackjca, 
Hathewi^  Hoore,  Hohlenbwg,  Fukar,   Tea  F 


TmnnAT,  Febmary  1. 
Bant  Iff  the  Umted  StaUt. 

The  bill  sent  from  tlte  Senate,  to  inot^orata 
the  subscribers  to  U)e  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  the  qoes- 
tion  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Smtts  (of  Sonth  Carolina)  observed,  thit 
the  bill  beins  taken  nn  rather  nnezpeotedly  vea- 
terday,  gentlemen  did  not  ^>i>ear  preparaa  to 
discnea  the  saliject  It  theratbre  was  snffored 
to  be  read  in  Oommittee  ot  the  Wliol^  sad 
paned  t«  the  third  reading,  in  his  opinion,  rt- 
tter  informally ;  aa  the  membeiB  were  therab; 
deprived  of  givinn  their  sentaments  in  tbe  ssw 
manner  on  a  bill  of  the  greatest  importanoe, 
He  thon^t  it  snsoeptible  of  varions  amend- 
ments. [The  Spukxr  having  obeerved,  that 
the  Ull,  agreeably  U  the  rules  (tf  the  Hoaw, 
could  not  be  amended  wlthoat  bdng  reoom- 
mitt«d,]  Mr,  S.  moved,  that  the  bill  thia^  be 
recommitted,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  tnaking  mndiy 
alterations,  and  removing  otijeotionfl  which  he 
thonght  the  bill  liable  to.  He  then  enomerated 
several  ol^eotions.  Those  who  are  to  reoave 
the  subaoriptlons,  he  s^d  by  the  biH,  are  not 
obliged  to  give  any  bonds  vot  their  fidelity.  He 
thonght  tlw  danse  which  exdndes  foretgnaa 
from  voting  by  proxy  exoeplionable;  and  the 
time  in  which  anbaoriptions  are  to  be  received, 
he  tltonglit  too  oonlraoted. 

Mr,  JaoESON  said  he  was  in  bvor  of  flie  nx^ 
tion  for  a  reoommitment ;  bnt  not  tcft  ^Mmr 
sons  ofibred  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Osro- 
Una.  He  was  opposed  to  the  prindple  of  the 
bill  altogether.  He  then  adverted  to  the  nlna- 
ti>»i  of  Uie  United  Btatee,  and  obeerved,  that  it 
was  so  difierent  fri>m  that  of  Great  Britiin,  at 
the  time  the  Bank  was  eetablished  bi  that  conn- 
try,  that  no  reason  in  &tot  of  the  institnticn 
can  be  deduced  fhun  thenoet  He  adverted  to 
tlie  argtunents  arising  frwn  the  fiudli^  which 
banks  B&rd  of  aotidpatiDgthepnUioreBODroea 
in  case  of  emergency.  This  idea  of  anlic^ 
tions  he  reprobated,  aa  tending  to  Involve  the 
ooontry  in  debt,  and  an  endless  labyrinth  of 
pwplexitiee.  This  plan  raT  a  National  Bank 
said  he.  is  calonlated  to  benefit  a  small  part  <■ 
the  United  Statea,  the  mercantile  bitereet  ouly; 
the  &nners,  the  yeomanry,  will  derive  no  ad- 
vantage from  it;  aa  the  bank  bills  will  not  dr- 
onlate  to  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  Bsesid 
he  had  never  seen  a  bank  bill  in  Ihe  SUU  of 
Oeorgia,  nor  will  they  ever  benefit  the  fiumers 
of  that  State,  or  of  New  Hampshire.  He  nrgec 
that  there  was  no  neoeasi^  for  institiiliiig  a  new 
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Amcrioa.  Sda  prcnxMed  iiwtitiiti(ra  ie  aa  in- 
fiii^enent  of  Hw  <»art«r  of  tlot  Iwak,  nchich 
CUM*  kB  JHtHM.  He  nnd  Oe  anconrtf  t«' 
tioiiiJBy  «rtli«  fhn;  edled  It  a  bod^k^; 
ndi  ft  one  u  ooalnveDw  tbe  qiirit  of  tfie  con 
•tiMlaB ;  ft  moDftpoly  of  ■  r«fj  extnortHncry 
■■tiva;  ft  atcnopcij  of  ti>»  paMto  taoiMTB  for 
Ae  beocSt  of  tM  oorpontMHi  to  be  N«at«d. 
Hb  then  wdtOTcaJpaigMftwinlteftifera^ 
M,  iriueh  be  irid  were  Araetir  ecmtrary  to  the 
■HiofMoD  at  Ae  power  proposed  by  the  bUL 
He  linked,  theoWbre,  tbnt  M  iroidd  b«  neora- 
vatud;  ftiid  he  ooud  nal  he^  bopingj  abo, 
ttat  it  wcMld  be  tlefoied  tA  tbe  nost  atmAon. 

Ifr.  L^THKHOI  rincrred,  that  tbe  friend*  of 
tbe  IntttetiBa  propowd  bad  been  nqfntly 
efaBHed  wilii  pi«e^tft(iiig  tbe  bill;  bM,  be 
Mid,  it  tiMl  long  bwB  1ft  tb«  luBidB  «f  tb»>Mm- 
baa;  tbey  bave  bad  tfaoe  to  eensidw  It;  l^ie 
woal  fbnne  b«Te  bew  obeerved  ia  )U  ort^reM 
tboB  Ar;  md  if  tboee  wboare  oppoeed  to  the 
Ul  4id  not  see  ptopw  to  oonw  ferwu<d  with 
tfuk-  vfejadkna,  it  mre^  la  tbafa:  own  fault,  and 
tba  sdTMfttn  «r  tbe  M  are  boI  Jmtl?  cbarge- 
aUe  with  pcecq^Uaam.  He  thai  paiticvUrly 
inliad  to  Ui*  ot^feotioDs  oftnd  b;  Mr.  Bnra, 
or  Bootb  Oaroliaft;  vid  after  eonridorin^  tbetn, 
wai,  that  thoee  o^ectloDB  did  not,  in  bu  opis' 
lou,  oa«tU«t»  fidlMant  reawo  to  indaoe  a  te- 
MmnHment  <rf  tbe  biU.  Ho  tfaea  notioed  tbe 
wwrtitntjoaal  ()l:{)e«iona  of  llr.  JAtMSoir,  and 
■Id,  tba  OoreraBMint  of  tbe  United  Btatea  )g 
TMted  bj  tJie  eOiMtttation  with  a  power  of  bor- 
nwBg  maaay ;  and  in  panosDoe  4^  Uds  idea, 

!BI«y,«ir-'" 

an  tawrgeBoj 
Ihdtrtbe  UteOonfeAmttion,  tbe  Peu^ranla 
fiii^  eaUad  tbe  Baab  of  Iffoitb  Amariea,  ww 
brttxtod.  Hft  ppMnauitl  tbat  H  i^  not  be 
■atevertadl,  Ibat  tbe  preaanl  earenna«nt  la 
THled  with  powen  equal  to  thoae  of  tba  late 
Omttdantkm.  He  said,  t£at  be  had  no  donbt 
in  ofen&M  wvnU  boMdt,  not  only  the  Mktre, 
kot  tba  •xtse^tiea  aleo  of  tbe  Vtikm.  Tbe 
enwiiwuiftLMeftankal,  and agrtoaltval  lBt«r- 
wto  ol  tbe  United  BtMM  are 


wreft^tl 


sfltliig  tl 


■  of  thtfa- 


bnwd,  tbare&re,  tbat  h  wmU  not  be  reoam- 
■t  tint  it  weald  now  paiB. 
K  olMcrred,  that  bftvlna  bc«n 
■adedfr 


Wteibrt  tbftt  it  weald 

Kr.  tn  olMcrred,  that  — . 
if  ■'"^"— ,  W  waa  preolDded  Ovm  attending 


litEaam  jvfb»3*j ;  bnttid;Mbaww,badho 
imond  that  tbare  waa  ft  [vnp«et  af  a  bOl  cf 
WwnnamiWde and  inmarliwe pining wWwrt 
■  beMrioB  of  ik  primdplaa,  be  oertaUrmiald 
L _,   ,    ^^  ^^ff^  ^j.    ... ._ 


He  hoped,  tbarafor^  H  wenld 
«nT  be  reoMmnltted ;  that  a  bill  wbi<&  la  ao 
Teu  L— IS 


nneqml  and  m  pfo-tiat  may  tinde^o  a  thonn^ 


Mr.  TrcKKB  wab  In  ttvor  of  a 
ment.  He  Kbnowled^  that  those  who  bad 
their  oljjectioiis  to  the  bJB  were  certainly  blama- 
tde  for  not  ooraing  forward  with  them  yeater^ 
day.  He  then  atstod  enndry  otjec^na  to  tlie 
biUL  Tbe  time  dlowed  to  reeelve  the  nbearhr-  * 
tions,  be  Htd,  ia  too  Aort,  and  will  benefit 
Aose  only  In  the  fiomlty  of  Ae  Bank.  The 
olauae  whioh  aathorizes  the  loaning  c^  one  hlH- 
dred  thouMDd  dollnre  betfae  GovemmeBt,  wilb- 
oat  expre«  proTirivm  bf  h,Wj  be  thoDsht  excep- 
tionable, as  the  Ezeontjve  will  be  able,  by  tiua 
tneana,  to  borrow  at  any  time,  without  being 
(toAmized,  to  draoat  any  amount,  of  tbe  Bank, 
Tbe  loan  of  two  nffllons  of  dollars  by  tbe 
United  Btatee  W  the  Bank,  be  objected  to;  aa 
diverting  thai  siiin  from  tbenarlientar  oti^aat 
for  wbtcb  It  waa  borrowed.  Tsore  Ignoq^av- 
priatlon,  he  said,  of  tbe  half  yearly  dlrldMid  of 
pKdts  Monrfug  to  the  United  Statea,  whioh,  be 
obeerred,  was  a  Tery  eeacKial  defect.  Hr.  T. 
Btatod  ouiar  o^JeoUfins,  aa  reaacas  for  a  rooom- 


Mz.  WiuuxBov  WIS  bi  &iTor  of  the  reomn- 
roitment,  to  give  thow  who  aay  they  hare  not 
had  an  opportonitv  of  offering  their  o)^eetk»a. 
time  to  do  It;  and  If  the  moOen  be  not  agreed 
to,  he  ebonld  not  gtre  bia  vote  for  tbe  bSL  He 
tl^  adverted  to  tbe  oVJeoUona  dednoed  fton  the 
eonMtolioB,  and  ezphined  tite  elanm  reqwoting 
moot^ollM  as  referring  aHogetbor  to  e 


Mr.  gBRuuir  otiJected  t 
He  Bud,  that  though  the  bill  coold  not  be 
nMuded  without  ita  being  reaounlttad,  yat  It 
waa  open  to  diacosslon  and  oltJeeUfw  preTkna 
to  taking  a  vote  on  Ita  paasage.  He  dU  not 
tbink  the  ofc^ectiooB  offered  afforded  aafiktuit 
reaaona  for  a  reoonunitnirait.  He  renUed  to  tiw 
obeervatimf  oAred  byBoveral  genUemMLWbo 
bad  apt^en  in  IbvM-  of  tba  motion. 

Uf .  Gmr  expreieed  bla  auiprise  attbao^ 
aervalhaa  ef  gmtletnen  who  had  naglaeted  to 
oflbr  theor  ot^eotiona  to  tbe  bill  before,  and  aaid 
k  eodd  only  DO  imputed  to  their  own  ne^eot, 
and  not  to  any  Reamitan^  on  tbe  part  iS  tbe 
Mnda  of  the  loU.  ib.  G.  notioed  several  ob- 
jections itbidi  had  been  offered,  and  said,  If 
nothing  mora  important  oould  be  ofltaed,  he 
thought  it  would  be  mjastdflable  In  tbe  Heme 
to  go  into  a  ounmittee. 

Mr.  MtniaoK  obaerved,  that  at  thia  moment 
not  of  Importanoe  to  detonnine  how  H 
ppened  that  the  oU<   "  ''  '  * 

gentlemea  now  aay  they  h 
tbe  bill  wwe  not  made  at  tbe  proper  ttoe.  _. 
ta  snfBolent  fbr  them,  if  tbe  oasdor  of  t^  HoQM 
■bouM  lead  them  now  to  r«commit  the  UU,  that 
In  a  Committee  of  the  Tbfde  they  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  offerhig  thoir  obJootionB. 

Mr.  Ames  replied  to  Mr.  Madisoh.  He  ndd, 
he  did  not  oonoeive  that  tbe  appeal  now  made 
to  the  candor  of  the  House  was  u  point.  Tbe 
gentlemen  who  objeot  to  the  bill  tuid  an  o/pgOf 


Qoo(i\c 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THS 


Awi  ^a*  lltJud  Shim. 


CEkaBour,  IRL 


tonltrto  c^er  thnrotjeeliaii*;  tb«  ooBtwiuiy 
toram  hAve  been  kttended  to ;  and  the  whole 
qUMtaon  for  tba  roMmmitment  tnriii  on  tbe 
fiVM  of  the  ol^«otioiu  whkh  are  now  offered 


tirely  ont  of  the  queetion,  and  therefore  not  to 
^  be  appealed  to ;  bnt  the  Justioe  doe  to  their  oon- 
■tdtoenM  iu  the  proper  diaoharge  of  the  dnt; 
lepoBod  in  them.  Ba  wd,  it  appeared  to  him 
abaord  to  go  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  to 
detwmine  whether  thb  bill  is  oonstitatioDal  or 
not.  If  it  it  uQoonatitaCioual,  that  aiDoniita  to 
a  Flection  of  it  altogether. 

Mr.  Mai>i80n  thoof^t  there  was  the  greateat 
pnpriet;  ia dieoiunBKa eoDBlitational  qneiths 
b  OommittM  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  9toh>  and  Hr.  Oois  wen  in  bvor  c/ 
the  reoommitinwit.  Thej  ot)jeot»d  to  the  on- 
oonatttodonalitj  of  the  bill,  and  to  aerarsl  c£ 
its  partioolar  olaoMa. 

Mr.  VtHiNft  wid,  he  tbooght  it  waa  a  mlgeet 
of  oongntnlation  that  the  bUl  waa  in  its  praaent 
ritnation;  it  bad  b^pDr  passed  to  the  third 
reading  without  tliat  teoiona  discnsrion  whioh 
biUs  Dsnally  reoMTSL  The  sntfjeot  hw  been  « 
oonsidenUe  tiDM  l>efo*«  the  House,  and  gentlft- 
men  have  had  time  to  oostemplate  it.  The  bill 
Is  now  in  tlie  Btag«  to  which  gentlemen  ver; 
nanaltf  reaerre  themselves  to  state  their  objeo- 
tloDs  at  large,  and  he  hoped  they  wonld  now  do 
it.  He  was  not  perfectly  Mtisaed  as  to  tba  oon- 
stitstional  point  He  there&ve  hoped  gentls- 
men  would  state  their  oljection^  that  tboae 
who  are  satiafled  on  that  point  may  offier  their 

Hr.  BomnFOT  stated  the  process  of  the  borf- 
ness  Teeterday .  He  obserred  that  he  had  then 
the  hoD<H-  to  be  in  the  dialr.  He  had  read  the 
bill  TW7  distinotly  and  deliberately,  with  pro- 
per paaaee;  be  thooght  that  the  fnllest  oppor- 
tdnlty  had  beeD  oftwed  for  genOemen  to  oome 
forward  with  their  olfjeotions.  He  wsa  oMmaed 
to  the  reoommitment,  ss  it  would,  he  Mred, 
isane  in  a  defeat  of  tiie  bill  this  seseion.  He 
had  one  diffioulty,  however,  reepeoting  Ihe  on- 
OonstltntJMiality  of  the  luU,  which  he  hoped  to 
have  remored;  And  he  hoped  that  aftilldis- 
dnsdon  of  its  general  principles  would  take 
pUoe. 

The  motion  for  a  reeommitment  waa  lost,  as 
follows  c 

TsM.— Unoi.  Albs,  Baldvin,  BIoodmoA, 
Bourne,  Brown,  BsAe,  Curdl,  ContM,  0«le,  Qroat, 
(SOtM,  Jschua,  Le«,  Hadiaon,  Ifatbem,  Hoon,  Pn^ 
ker,  Siailh,  (of  MenWd,)  SmJih,  (of  Soalh  Cirolhks,) 
BbnM,  Tnokcr,  Wbbe,  and  ffJIHnmwn    W 

Nats.— Mtasn.  Waa,  Bsnaoo,  BoDdinat,  CadwaU- 
dar,  Cl/mei',  Fitttino^  Floyd,  Foster,  Gscry,  Ciil- 
man,  Goodhiie,  Hartky,  BtOian,  HeWer,  Hnotii^ 
tun,  Lawrance,  Leonaid,  LlTarmen,  M ohlanbeig,  Par> 
bidge,  Benudaer,  SolniRiinai^  Soot^  Senay,  ^lar- 
siau,  Sylvsater,  SiuniokMB,  Steele,  Stmrgei,  Ttiataher, 
Tnunbnll,  Tuun^  TadnratO,  and  W^oep— 84. 


VfKDmmDXT,  Febroarj  a. 
Sanl  qf  the  UuiUi  Stattt. 

The  House  resnmed  the  conrideration  uf  tti 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  to  iDoorporats  the  i^ 
BoribwB  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btatei. 

The  bill  being  on  iU  psssi^ 

Ur.  MADisoir  began  with  a  genacsl  ransrof 
the  advantages  and  disadvanlsees  of  banks.  Iht 
former  he  stated  to  ooi^st  u,  first,  the  M 
the^  sfford  to  merohanta.  who  c«o  tbvebj  pdi 
their  meresntile  ofwratiMM  forther  wilk  it 
lameo^titaL  Second,  Ihe^dstomenhsidsii 
paying  ponotaally  the  cnstoms.  Third,  Aidit) 
the  GoTemment  in  oomplying  poncbuJly  wilti 
its  engagements,  when  deficienoies  w  del^ 
h^tpen  m  the  rsTenae.  Foorth,  In  >4in.iniilnif 
nsn^.  Fifth,  In  saving  the  wear  of  g<dd  m 
silver  kept  in  the  vanlts,  ai^  r^rasntsd  ^ 
notetk  Bliih,  In  iimilltating  ooosnonal  vmA 
tanoes  from  diflierent  places  where  notes  h^pa 
toeircnlate. 

The  sAeotof  the  proposed  Bank,  inrtiat 
the  vshie  of  stock,  he  tlxm^t  had  been  greitlr 
orerrated.  It  wonU  no  donbt  raise  that  rfw 
stock  sobscribed  into  the  Bank;  bnt  oonld  Im 
little  efibot  en  stock  in  gtsieral,  aa  the  istcnit 
on  it  would  remain  the  same,  and  the  oMatitT 
taken  ont  of  the  market  wonld  be  repbued  tf 
bank  stock. 

The  {vindpal  disadvantages  conostad  is,  M, 
banishing  the  precious  metals,  by  enbaliUitiif 
another  medinm  to  perform  their  offioe.  Qii 
efFect  was  inevitable.  It  was  admitted  by  tk» 
most  enlightened  patrons  of  bonks,  psrttcwT 
\>3  Smith  o*tliaWtaitk<ifNaUo»t.  TbeH» 
mon  answer  to  the  ott)eotioa  wm,  tbat  1^ 
money  banished  was  only  an  ezohsi^  ^'('■^■b*' 
thing  eqnslly  valti^ils  that  woold  be  importid 
in  retnm.  He  admitted  the  wei{^  m  '^ 
observation  in  general ;  bnt  doabted  «b«h«, 
in  the  present  haUti  of  this  oonntiy,  tb«  » 
tmns  wonld  not  be  in  srtloles  of  no  perniisrt 
use  to  it. 

Second.  Expodng  the  pnblio  snd  indM- 
dnals  to  all  the  evils  ttf  a  run  on  Ihe  Bwi 
whidi  wonld  be  partioDlariy  aalaiBitoa>  >■>  ■* 
great  a  ooontry  as  this,  and  mi^t  hs[f>enAw 
varions  oanssa,  as  Use  mmotB,  bad  nisinc«n(^ 
of  the  institntlon,  an  nofavoralide  bshsM  <■ 
trade  from  short  cnpa,  lea,  , 

It  was  proper  to  be  considered,  also,  IM  W 
most  Importent  of  the  advanti^  ^"'^U! 
bett«r  obtained  by  seTeral  banki^  prt^mf 
distribntfld,  than  by  a  do^  one.  The  ««  » 
commerce  Donld  otuy  be  aSbrded  at  or  vayB*^ 
the  teat  of  the  Bank.  The  Mma  was  trw  a 
aids  to  merebsDla  in  tlw  p^mrat  of  cnrtt*^ 
Antioipations  ct  the  OoTeratnMt  wonld  ^w" 
most  oonrenient  at  the  difbt«nt  plsMs  vbv< 
the  int«reat  of  tits  debt  was  to  be  p^  ^ 
ease  in  America  waa  diitaviA  ttwn  ihtt  Is  vf 
land:  the  mterest  there  was  all  dn»  »t*J 
place,  and  the  gemns  <rf  the  Uonarchy  ft*^ 
the  aonoentratton  of  wealth  and  inflnsMs  it  ■" 
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He  thotw^t  the  pkn  Kalik  to  other  ob^ 
tioDL  It  did  not  ouko  no  pwd  a  bargidn  for 
(be  pvblio  aa  wu  due  to  iti  interMta.  The 
ohvtar  to  the  Bwk  irf  Eo^d  lud  been 
mntad  fi>r  eleran,  je«n  only,  and  wu  paid  for 
by  » loeit  to  tbe  Qovenuiieat  on  tenns  better 
than  oooU  be  riaewbere  got  Ererj  renewal 
of  the  ebaiter  had,  in  like  manner,  beui  pnr- 
dtaaed ;  in  eame  tutanoM,  at  a  Tei?  hi^  price. 
Tbe  Mme  had  bom  done  bj  1^  banke  of 
Oeooa,  K^lea,  and  otbcr  like  Mnb  (tf  dicola- 
tion.  The  pun  was  nneqnid  to  .tbe  pnblio 
flredUon;  it  gare  an  nndne  preference  to  tlie 
boldtt*  of  a  partionlar  denominatien  <rf  t^e 
poUio  4ebt,  end  to  thoae  at  and  within  reaoh 
of  the  BMtof  OoTemment  If  the  mbMriptJmu 
ifeonld  be  rarid,  tbe  <Ditaiit  boldera  of  eTideooee 
of  dritt  woold  lie  esdnded  ^together. 

In  maUnr  tbeae  remarks  on  tbe  mwita  (4  the 
bai,he^f 


HeUd 


r  reeerred  to  hlmtelf  the  ri^t  to 


this  cnlnitm  fhnn 

ef  the  M—tltnU(ttL  Hla  Imj^earioa  might, 
Mciupa,  be  the  atronger,  Iwoaiue  Ite  well  recol- 
leeted  that  a  power  to  grant  obartera  ot  inoof 
poration  had  been  pn^eeed  in  the  General  Gon- 
witknsndifdeet'tl- 

b  the  power  of  eatabBahfaig  an  inoofptvated 
bank  anHHig  tbe  powan  Teated  b;  Uia  oonatl- 
tatiooindM  La^Matnre  of  tbe  United  States  F 
Tlua  ia  the  qaestion  to  be  examined. 

After  aoine  general  remarks  on  the  limitatic»u 
of  aU  ptdilioal  power,  be  took  notiee  of  the  pe- 
eoHar  maanar  in  whieh  the  Federal  OoTem- 
meat  is  i™»itjiii,  It  is  not  a  general  grant,  oat 
ot  wbieh  partieidar  powers  are  exce^ed ;  it  is 
a  grant  of  partieolar  powers  tmly ,  leaving  tbe 
ginarai  maa*  in  other  haodn  60  It  had  been 
andei' stood  b^  ita  ftwids  and  its  foea,  and  so  it 
WW  to  be  Interpreted. 

Aa  preliminarHS  to  a  right  interpretation,  be 
Ud  down  the  fallowing  rnlee ; 

An  intertwetation  that  deatrors  Hie  ytxj 
(iaraeteristiD  of  tbe  QoTenmuit  cannot  be  Jnet. 

Where  a  mranJng  k  dear,  the  eonaeqneueea, 
wtecver  th^  la^  be,  are  lo  be  admitted- 
wbve  iaaktad,  it  i>  Mrlj  triable  bj  tta  cons 

la  controverted  ceaae,  tbe  meaning  of  the 
partiM  to  tbe  instrament,  if  to  be  ocdlectod  b; 
reaaoaaUe  evidence,  ia  a  prt^ter  gnide. 

OontemMrary  utd  ocneorrent  ezpod 
a  teaaonable  endeooe  of  the  meaalog  of  tbe 
partiea. 

In  a^lwiittiwg  or  r^eoljng  a  aonsbiictiTe 
Ihoritr,  not  (wlrUM  degree  of  ita  inoidentalitr 
to  an  express  antiioritr  u  to  be  regarded,  bat  tlM 
dagrao  cT  iU  imMrtanoa  also ;  nnoe  on  this  wiU 
d(«d  the  prababiUtj  or  improbabiUtr  of  ita 
btng  left  to  eoBatrootioii. 

Bariewtaig  tbe  oonatitntion  witb  an  era  to 
thsae  porftioac,  It  was  not  posrible  to  diaoorer 
h  il  tbe  power  to  inooiporate  a  bank.  He 
oaly  planaes  under  whkh  mob  a  power  coold 
be  pretended,  are  either : 

1.  Tbe  power  to  lay  nd  ocdieet  taxes  to  par 


tbe  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welbre ;  or, 

3.  The  power  to  borrow  mone;'  on  tbe  credit 
of  the  United  States  ■,  or, 

The  power  to  pen  ell  laws  avotmarj  and 
proper  to  carry  into  eiecntion  those  powers. 

'Die  bill  did  not  come  within  the  first  power. 
It  Itdd  no  tax  to  ps^  the  debta,  or  provide  for 
the  general  weUhre.  It  laid  no  tax  whatever. 
It  was  altogether  tbreten  to  the  snlitleot. 

No  argument  eonM  be  drawn  ttom  the  terms 
ennmon  defence  and  gmeral  wel&re."  The 
power  aa  to  these  general  pnrpoeee  was  limited 
to  aete  laTing  taxes  for  them ;  and  tbe  general 
pnrpoaes  themselves  were  limited  and  explained 
bj  tbe  particular  ennmeralion  snt^oinea.  To 
anderMand  these  terms  in  any  sense  that  would 
justify  the  poww  in  qnestion,  would  give  to 
Oraigreesan  unlimited  power;  would  rendor 
uagsioiT  tbe  ennmeratioa  of  particnlar  powers ; 
would  supersede  all  tbe  powers  reeerved  to  tbe 
State  Gcwemmetrts.  These  terms  are  celled 
from  tbe  Articles  of  Oonfederation ;  had  it  ever 
been  pretended  tbatthey  were  (o  be  nnderstood 
otherwise  than  as  here  exi^alned  t 

It  had  been  said,  that  "Mneral  welbre" 
meant  oases  in  whieh  a  general  power  might  be 
exercised  by  Oongrcae,  wHhoirtfaiterferiDg  with 
tbe  powers  ctf  tbe  States ;  and  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank  was  of  this  aort. 
Th«e  were,  he  mH,  several  answ«a  to  this 
novel  doctrine. 

1.  The  proposed  Bank  would  interfere,  so  aa 
indirect^  to  defeat  a  State  Bank  at  tbe  some 

S.  It  would  directly  Interfere  with  tbe  riAta 
of  the  States  to  prohibit  m  well  as  to  estaUiah 
Banks,  and  the  dnndation  of  bank  notes.  He 
men&Hied  a  taw  in  Virginia  actually  orohlUfr- 
ing  the  droolation  of  notes  payaUe  to  bearer, 

8.  Interfennee  witb  tbe  power  of  the  Statei 
was  no  c(HistitDt>Mul  eriteriMt  of  Qm  power  ct 
Oongrees.  If  the  power  was  not  given,  Chxt- 
grees  coold  not  emtjise  it ;  if  given,  they  might 
eswcise  it,  altbon^  it  should  Interfere  witb  the 
laws,  »  even  the  oonatitntian  of  the  States. 

4.  If  Congress  could  inoorporato  a  bank 
mwely  beoanse  the  act  would  leave  tbe  States 
free  to  eetabKsb  hanks  also,  any  othw  inocvpo- 
ratioBa  mi^t  be  made  by  Oongreoi.  They 
eonld  incorporate  companks  ot  manu&otnren, 
or  oompaniea  Ibr  eattng  canals,  or  even  rell- 
gioQs  Booietiee,  leaving  rimllar  bewptffaUona 
by  tbe  States,  Hke  State  Banks,  to  themselves. 
Ocogreas  might  even  establish  religtoos  teacbcn 
in  every  parish,  and  ptj  them  out  of  tbe  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  leavingother  teetdiwa 
mmolested  in  tbiir  functions,  ilieae  Inadmia- 
ilUe  consequences  condemned  tbe  eontrovwted 

The  case  of  the  Bank  eetabUdied  by  tbe  fer- 
mer  OouKreee  had  beendted  as  a  precadenL 
Thia  waa  known,  be  said,  to  have  been  tbe  eUld 
of  neoearity.  It  never  conld  be  Jnstifted  by  tbe 
rcfolar  powers  of  tbe  Articles  of  Oonfederatttn. 
Ongresi  betrag'ed  a  eonseaoaiBaa  of  this  In 
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reooaimuidiDg  to  the  BUtw  to  tnoorpormte  the 
Buk  also.  The;  did  not  Utempt  to  prot«ot 
die  bank  notoi  bj  peiulties  iguiut  ooaoterfeit- 
«ra.  TbeM  were  reeuT«d  wbollj  to  the  an- 
tboritj  of  th*  Statea. 

The  Moond  claoM  to  be  ezamined  i*  that 
whioh  empowers  Ooagnm  to  borrow  money. 

Is  this  bill  U>  borrow  mooxjt  It  does  not 
borrow  a  ahiUing.  Is  there  an;  fair  oonstme- 
tloti  by  which  the  bill  am  be  Memed  an  ezer- 
die  crfUie  power  to  borrow  money  t  The  ob- 
vious mearODg  of  the  power  to  bcMTOW  mcmej, 
to  that  of  aoc^itioff  it  m>ni,  and  atapoladng  pay- 
meat  to  thoM  who  ai«  able  and  willing  to 
lend. 

To  sv  that  the  power  to  borrow  involTea  a 

Kwer  of  orutiDg  the  ability,  where  there  may 
the  will,  to  lend,  ia  not  oo^  ertaMiBhing  a 
AangerouM  prindple,  aa  will  be  immediately 
shown,  bat  u  aa  foroed  a  cotutmotion  as  to  taj 
that  It  involree  the  power  of  oompelling  the 
will  where  there  may  be  the  ability  to  lend. 

The  third  claoae  to  that  which  pvee  the 
power  to  pass  all  tawa  neoevary  and  pnper  to 
flzeoat«  the  ^edfied  powera. 

Whatever  meaning  tato  olanse  m^  have^  n<Hie 
can  be  admitted,  th^  would  givo  an  nnliinited 
diteretion  to  Oongrees. 

Ita  meaning  must,  aoowdingto  the  natmnl 
and  obviotu  fbroe  of  the  tenna  and  the  oontext, 
be  limited  to  means  neoeesary  to  the  end,  and 
inddent  to  the  nature  of  the  speoifiad  powars. 

The  clanse  to  in  fact  merely  dedan^ry  of 
what  would  have  reaolted  by  onavoidaUe  im- 
aa  the  appropriate,  and,  aa  it  were, 
means  of  eieoutin^  those  powen.    In 
I  it  has  be«i  eiplamad  by  the  friuida 


tlitow 


of  the  0(»utitntion,  and  ratified  by  the  Btate 
oonventiona. 

The  essential  charaoteristto  of  the  Qovemmenf, 
as  oompoead  of  limited  and  ennmerated  power^ 
woold  be  destroyed,  i^  instead  of  direct  and 
Inddental  meaiu,  any  means  ooold  be  used, 
which,  in  the  langQage  of  the  preamble  to  the 
bill,  "might  be  oonoeived  to  be  oondnoive  to 
the  sncoMsM  conducting  of  the  finances,  or 
night  be  conceived  to  tend  to  give  &dlity  to 
the  obtaining  of  loans."  He  nr^  an  attention 
to  the  diffnse  and  dnctile  terms  whioh  had  been 
fbond  reqoisitA  to  cover  the  stretch  of  power 
contained  in  the  bilL  He  compared  them  with 
the  terms  necessary  and  proper,  OMd  in  the 
oonstitntion,  and  asked  whether  it  was  posdhte 


to  view  the  two  deecriptioiis  as  aynonymons, 
or  the  one  aa  a  &ir  ana 
the  other. 


[  safe  oommentar?  on 


I^  proceeded  he^  Congress,  by  virtoe  of  the 
power  to  borrow,  can  oreata  the  means  of  lend- 
ing, and,  in  pursuance  of  these  means,  can  incor- 
porate a  bank,  they  m^  do  any  thing  whatever 
creative  of  like  means. 

The  £ast  India  Company  has  been  a  iMtder  to 
toe  British  Qovemment,  aa  well  as  the  Bank, 
nnd  the  Soath  Sea  Oompany  to  a  greater  credi- 
tor than  either.  Congress,  then,  may  Incorpo- 
rate nmilar  companies  m  the  Unit«d  States,  and 


MM  «Mm.  [VnauaT,  ITIL 

that  too  not  ondw  the  idea  erf  regelating  ti^ 
bnt  uider  that  of  bc«rowing  mtmey. 

Private  oapitato  an  tba  <Aief  resonroe)  fir 
k>sas  to  the  British  Government  Whateiw 
then  may  be  eoncalved  to  fiivor  the  aoeimmla- 
tion  of  «q>{tals  mi^  be  done  by  Oongren.  "Qaj 
may  incorporate  mann<h<<tnfia  Tbsy  nir 
give  monoptdiea  in  every  branch  of  donmtia 
indnstry. 

!(  again,  Oongreaa,  t^  virtoe  <rf the  pnrcrla 
borrow  m(»ay,  oaa  a«ate  the  atdlitT  to  itai, 
thej  wj,  by  virtae  of  thepowwto  le^  mttotf, 
oreate  the  diUity  to  pay  it.  TIm  ability  to  pv 
taxes  depends  on  uie  general  weshh  of^ 
eodety,  and  tUa,  on  the  general  prmpcri^  cf 
agrianltnre,  maBdkctnrea,  and  oommerce.  0»- 
grasB  tban  nu^  give  bonnties  and  make  rsgils- 
tioos  on  sB  of  these  oUeots. 

The  Btstes  have,  it  to  allowed  ea  aO  hndi  I 
ooncniTent  ri^t  to  tov  and  oolleot  taxes,  vm 
power  to  secued  to  uiem,  not  by  its  bsiivet 
prasaly  reawved,  bnt  by  its  not  being  osM  bj 
the  ocmstitnticML  The  rewMH  for  the  bil]  as- 
not  be  admitted,  beoanae  they  would  invriidMi 
that  right ;  why  may  it  not  be  eoncovftl  )if 
OojUftfta,  that  a  nnUbnn  and  ezdnrfva  'mpm- 
tion  of  taxes,  would  not  less  than  As  ynpoKi 
Banks  "  be  condodve  to  ttie  soooessfal  eoMsct- 
ing  of  tba  national  flnanoea,  and  tend  to  |f** 
faeilitrto  the  obtaining  of  revenue,  Ar  tba  w 
rf  the  Government  ?  " 

The  doctrine  of  tm 
one.  The  danger  oi  .  . .  _  . 
Qovermnenta  The  delicacy  was  felt  ii 
adoption  of  our  own ;  the  duiger  may  ilw  ^ 
teh,  if  we  do  not  keep  dose  to  onr  ehsrtmd 
anthoritlea.  ^ 

Hark  the  reasoning  on  which  the  vsli^v 
&»  bill  depends  I  To  bwrow  money  is  imde 
the  end,  uid  the  aocnmnlstiasi  <rf  c^iiudi  in- 
plied  aa  the  means.  The  aoenmntotkmafc^ 
tato  to  then  the  end,  and  a  bank  iiqdtod  uot 
means.  The  bank  to  then  the  end,  and  a  da^ 
terof  imxffporation,amonc^y,«^ilalF»'^ 
ments,  Ac,  Implied  as  the  mean& 

If  impUostions  thns  remote  and  dras  tswi  | 
plied,  oaa  be  linked  togethw,  a  citato  iWH 
formed  that  will  reach  ever;  object  of  Iv*^ 
tion,  every  oi^ject  within  the  vAoIe  eoafm ' 
politioal  economy. 

The  latitnde  <»  interatetatlon  reooind  I?  w 
bill  to  condemned  by  the  nls  ftamvbed  h]0» 
oonstitation  ilsd£ 

OongresB  have  power  "  to  regulate  the  vs* 
of  money:"  yet  it  to  expressly  addsd,  tut  l» 
to  be  inmlied,  that  oomteifeiten  may  be  pa- 
ished. 

They  have  the  poww  "  to  dedsre  wv,  " 
which  armies  are  man  inddent  than  to«i^ 
rated  banks  to  borrowing;  vet  the  P'^'j.. 
niaa  and  snppert  armies  "  is  exprsMf  sUia; 
and  to  thto  again,  ths  ex{«ess  power  ''taiii''f 
rules  and  regolatioBa  for  the  govHWoait  ol 
armies;"  a  hks  remark  to  ai^osUs  totw 
powera  as  to  the  navy.  ._^ 

The  n«alatiaii  and  ceOling  oot  of  tha  wiEio 
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The  v«c7  power  to  borrow  moiia;  ia  a  leae  re- 
mote implicfttioii  from  the  power  of  war,  thtui 
■u  incorporated  monopoly  Imnk  from  the  power 
of  bornnring ;  ;et,  Uie  power  to  borrow  u  not 
kA  to  implicflition. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  every  insertion  or 
omission  in  the  constitntiDn  Is  the  eflbot  of  sys- 
tematic attention.  This  is  not  the  chanioter 
oftnj  hnioan  work,  partionlarly  the  work  of  a 
body  of  men.  Hie  examples  cited,  with  others 
lliat  migbt  be  added,  soffidently  inculcate, 
neverthelees,  a  nde  of  interpretation  verydif- 
ftrent  from  that  on  which  the  bill  reets.  They 
eoodemn  the  exerciee  of  any  power,  particn- 
larlj  a  great  and  important  power,  whidi  is  not 
endeotiy  and  neoewrily  invtdved  in  an  express 
power. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  power  proposed 
to  be  exen^ed  is  an  important  power. 

As  a  charter  of  incorporation,  the  bill  creates 
an  artificial  person,  previonsly  not  existing  in 
law.  It  confers  important  civil  rights  ana  Bt- 
tribntee  which  could  not  otherwise  be  claimed. 
It  i^  thoo^  not  precisely  simila^  at  least  eqaiv- 
ilent,  to  the  naturalization  of  an  alien,  by 
which  oert^n  new  dvil  cbaraotera  are  acquired 
tiy  bim.  Would  GonRresa  have  had  the  power 
to  naturalize,  if  it  bad  not  been  expressly 
pvent 

In  the  power  to  make  by-laws,  the  bill  dele- 
gated a  mxt  of  L^islative  power,  which  Is  nn- 
qiKationably  on  act  of  a  high  and  important  na- 
ture. He  tookooticeoftheonlyreetraintonthe 
bj-lawR,  that  they  were  not  to  be  contrary  to  the 
law  and  the  oonstitntion  of  the  Bank,  and  asked 
what  law  was  intended ;  if  the  law  of  the 
United  States,  the  scantiness  of  th^  code 
would  pve  a  power  never  before  given  to  a 
corporation,  and  obnoiionB  to  the  States,  whose 
laws  would  then  be  soperseded,  not  only  by  the 
laws  of  Oonsreaa,  bnt  by  the  by-laws  of  a  oor- 

C ration  wiuin  uieir  own  Jurisdiction.  If  the 
>  intoided  was  the  law  m  the  State,  then  the 
Btite  ndght  make  laws  that  would  destroy  an 
fawtitation  of  the  United  Statea.- 

The  lull  gives  a  power  to  purchase  and  hold 
lutds;  Congress  themselves  conld  not  pnrohase 
lands  within  a  State  "  without  the  consent  of 
Its  Legidatore."  How  coold  they  delc^te  a 
power  to  others  which  they  did  not  possess 
dtemseheet 

It  takes  from  onr  sacoeasors  who  have  equal 
il^ls  with  ooradvea,  and  witli  the  aid  ot  ex- 
perience win  be  more  ciqiable  of  deeding  on 
tbe  Ntlject,  an  opportoni^  of  exerdnng  that 
ridt  for  as  immoderate  term. 

It  takM  from  our  oonstitnentB  the  opportn- 


T  at  deliberating  on  the  nntried  meaeore, 

hoa^  their  ba^b  are  also  to  be  tded  by  it 

(br  the  same  term. 

It  iavtJvee  a  monthly,  wUch  aflbcts  the 

oil  rijjtta  of  even'  dtizen. 

It  leads  to  a  penal  regolatlon,  perhaps  capital 


fllea 


punishments,  one  of  the  meet  scdesm  acts  i^ 

sovereign  authority. 

From  this  view  oi  the  power  of  incorpora- 
tion exercised  in  the  bill,  it  oonld  never  be 
deemed  an  acceesory  or  lubaltem  power,  to  be 
deduced  by  implication  as  a  moans  of  executing 
another  power ;  it  was  in  its  nature  a  distinct, 
an  independent  and  substantive  prerogative, 
which  not  being  ennmernted  in  the  oonatitotion, 
conld  never  have  been  meant  to  be  included  in 
it,  and  not  bdng  inclnded  could  never  be  ri^t- 
foiiv  exercised. 

He  here  adverted  to  a  distincldon,  which  he 
said  bod  not  been  sufficiently  kept  in  view,  be- 
tween a  power  neceeeary  and  proper  for  the 
Qovemment  or  Union,  and  a  power  neoee- 
sary  and  proper  for  executing  the  enumerated 
powers.  In  the  latter  case,  the  powers  included 
in  tlie  enumerated  powers  were  not  expreesed, 
but  to  be  drawn  fi«m  the  nature  of  each.  In 
the  former,  the  powers  compoung  the  Govern- 
ment were  expressly  enumerated.  This  oonsti- 
tuted  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  Government; 
no  power,  therefore^  not  enumerated  could  be 
inferred  from  the  general  nature  of  GovemmenL 
Had  the  power  of  making  treaties,  for  example, 
been  omitted,  however  necessary  it  might  have 
been,  the  defect  could  only  have  been  lamuited, 
or  supplied  by  an  amendment  of  the  oonstito- 

But  the  proposed  Bank  oonld  not  even  be 

called  neoeesary  to  the  Govemment:  at  most 
it  could  be  but  convenient  Its  usee  to  the 
Qovemment  conld  be  supplied  by  keeping  the 
taxee  ■  little  in  advance ;  by  loans  from  indivi- 
duals; by  the  other  bonks,  over  which  the 
Qovemment  would  have  equal  command ;  ni^ 
greater,  as  it  might  grant  or  refbse  to  theee  the 
privil^  (a  free  and  irrevocable  p&i  to  the  pro- 
posed Bank)  of  using  their  notes  in  the  Federal 

He  proceeded  next  to  the  oontempwary  ex- 
positions given  to  the  constitution. 

The  defence  agunst  the  chaigs  founded  on 
the  want  of  a  bill  of  Hghts  preeappoaed,  he 
said,  that  the  powers  not  given  were  retained : 
and  that  those  riven  were  not  to  be  extended 
by  remote  imphcations.  On  any  other  suppo- 
^tion,  the  power  of  Congress  to  abridge  the 
freedom  of  Uie  press,  or  the  rights  of  oonsdeno^ 
Ac,  could  not  nave  been  disproved. 

The  explanations  in  the  State  Conventions  all 
turned  on  the  same  fhndamentol  principle,  and 
on  the  principle  that  the  terms  neoeesary  and 
proper  gave  no  additional  powers  to  those  enu- 
merated. 

*  [Here  he  read  sundry  passages  from  the  De- 
bates of  the  Pennsjlvanm,  Virginia,  and  North 
Carolina  Conventions,  showing  the  grounds  on 
which  the  constitution  bad  been  vindicated  by 
its  principal  advocates,  against  a  dan^ous 
latitude  of  its  powers,  chained  on  it  by  its  op- 
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■entimenta  dellTerad  mifffat,  in  many  iuBtanoeti, 
have  been  mlsUken,  or  imnerfeotlj  Dot«d ;  but 
the  oorapleiioD  of  the  waoIb,  with  wh*t  be 
himfielf  and  nunj  othera  most  rewUeot,  ItaII;r 
Justified  the  nse  he  had  made  of  them. 

The  ezplanatorf  deolaralJonB  and  amendments 
aooompanyinv  the  ratifioatl<ni«  of  the  Bereral 
States  formed  a  striking  eridenoe,  wearing  tbo 
same  oomplezirai.  He  i«fBiT«d  those  who  might 
doabt  on  the  tn^eot,  to  the  several  acta  (tf  rati- 
fication. 

The  ezpIanator7  amendment!  propoaed  by 
Oongresa  thetnaelrea,  at  least,  wimld  be  good 
BUtboritr  with  them ;  all  theee  rennnciatlons  of 
power  proceeded  on  a  rule  of  oonstmddon,  ez- 
olodiug  the  latitude  now  oontended  for.  These 
explanations  were  the  more  to  be  respected,  as 
they  had  not  only  been  proposed  by  Oongresa, 
bnt  ratified  by  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
Blatea.  He  read  several  of  the  artidee  pro- 
posed, remarking  particularly  on  the  11th  and 
12th ;  the  former,  as  guarding  against  a  Istitade 
of  interpretation;  the  latter,  as  esolnding  every 
sonroe  of  power  not  within  the  oonstitntion 
Hself. 

With  an  this  eridenoe  of  the  sense  in  which 
the  constitutiwi  was  nnderstood  and  adc^ted, 
will  it  not  I>e  sdd,  if  the  bill  shonld  pass,  that 
its  adoption  was  Drought  aboat  by  one  set  of 
argmnents,  and  that  it  is  now  adn^nistered 
under  the  inflnenoe  of  another  set?  and  this  re- 
proach win  have  the  keener  sting,  beoaose  it  is 
applicable  to  so  many  iodividnals  coooemed  in 
both  the  adoption  and  administration. 

In  fine,  if  tbe  power  were  in  the  oonstitntion, 
the  immediate  exercise  of  it  cannot  be  emen- 
tial ;  if  not  there,  the  exercise  of  it  involves  the 
goUt  of  osorpadon,  and  establishee  a  precedent 
of  interpretation  levelling  an  the  barriers  which 
limit  the  powers  of  tbe  General  Government, 
and  protect  those  of  the  Stat«  Qovenmiests. 
Jt  the  point  be  doubtftd  only,  respect  for  onr- 
eelvea,  who  ought  to  shnn  the  appearance  of 
predpitanoy  and  ambitltm ;  respect  fbr  our  sno- 
oeeaors,  who  ooght  not  lightly  to  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  exOMising  the  rights  of 
legislation;  respect  fbr  our  oonstitaenta,  who 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  making  known 
th«r  sentjments,  and  who  are  themselvea  to  be 
bonnddowD  tothemeasorefor  solonga  period; 
all  theee  oonsiderations  require  that  the  irrevo- 
oable  decisiou  should  at  least  bo  suspended  until 
another  sesMon. 

It  appeared  on  the  wholes  be  concluded,  that 
tiie  power  ezerdsed  by  the  bin  was  condemned 
by  the  ^enoe  of  the  constitntion;  was  oDn-- 
demned  by  tiie  role  of  interpretation  arising  ont 
of  the  constitntion;  was  ooodemned  by  its 
tendency  to  desbvy  the  msin  ohsraoteristic  of 
the  ooDstitution ;  was  condenmed  by  the  exposi- 
tions of  the  Mends  of  the  constitntion,  wnilst 
depending  liefcre  the  pnbnc;  was  condemned 
by  the  apparent  intention  of  the  parties  which 
ratified  uie  constitution ;  was  condemned  by  the 
explanatory  amendments  proposed  by  Oongresa 
tliemscdves  to  the  constitntion ;  and  he  hc^>ed  it 
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The  HoDse  resomed  the  oonrideratim  d  dH 
biU  sent  ftam  the  Senate,  to  Incorporste  tbe 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutia 

A  motion  wss  made  by  Hr.  WiuuHBCf  lo 
recommit  the  biU,  for  the  purpose  of  «nn'm1«[; 
the  first  section  by  prolonging  the  time  for  r*' 
ceiviog  subscriptions  from  October  to  April; 
this  motion  occasioned  some  debate,  sod  mi 
determined  in  the  negative ;  the  yeas  and  tip 
being  as  IbUow : 

Tais.  —  Hesan.  BaUwio,  Bloodireidk,  Bicm, 
Burks,  CtmL,  Cootee,  Gala,  Gllea,  Groat,  Jub*, 
Lee,  Hsdison,  Mathewi,  Moore,  Saner,  Smidi,  (d 
South  Caioiiiia,)  SCsels,  Stone,  Tnclur,  Wliit*,  ui 


Nats. — Heaos.  Amsi,  Bsnaoii,  Bondiso^  Boon 
Cadwakdar,  Clymer,  Fitwinmu,  Floyd,  Goij, 
Gibnmn,  Ooodhns,  GiiOIii,  Hartlsy,  Htfbmi,  Hda>, 
Huntington,  lAwrenoe,  Leonard,  liranDon,  HdlkD- 
bsrg,  Pulcer,  Partridge,  Remelaer,  Sdnnasii 
Soctt,  Sedffwiek,  Seney,  Sherraan,  Suitb,  (of  ICnr 
land,)  SylveiMer,  SinnioLrao,  Stui^^  Thitdv, 
T^umtnU,  Vlniiig,  Wadawarth,  and  V^akoop— K 

Ur.  Ambs. — Uttle  doubt  remains  with  rcqM 
to  the  utility  of  l>anks.  It  seems  te  be  eooixi- 
ed  within  doors  and  withont,  that  a  paUiobsiik 
wonld  be  useM  to  trade,  that  ft  is  almost  smb- 
tial  to  revenue,  and  that  it  is  little  short  of  ia- 
dispensftbly  necessary  in  times  of  [UUia  emM- 
gency.  In  countries  whose  forms  oS  govenuneiit 
left  them  free  to  choose,  this  institation  hsa  bMO 
adopted  of  choice,  and  in  times  rf  national  dss- 
g«r  and  oaUmity,  it  has  aflim^ed  soch  sid  to 
Government  as  to  make  it  i^jpaar,  in  the  sjw 
of  the  peo^  '  necessary  means  of  self-presv- 
vation.  TUm  sulijeot,  however  intrieate  in  iM 
nature,  is  at  last  cleared  from  obsonri^.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  estabHah  its  prioap)*! 
and  to  deduce  from  its  theory  such  oonseqoaiKCs 
as  wonld  vindicate  the  poUcy  of  the  messoM. 
Bnt  why  should  we  lose  time  to  eiamia«  <i* 
theory  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  resort  Ic  «■ 
perienoe  I  After  being  tried  by  that  test,  Um 
world  has  agreed  in  pronouncing  thelnititatioa 
eioenent.  This  new  capital  wiU  inrigmvl* 
trade  and  manufaetnres  with  new  energy.  A 
win  fhmlsh  a  medinm  fbr  the  o(dlectioii  of  Um 
revennes;  and  if  Govwnmsnt  shonld  be  pre*- 
ed  by  a  sudden  necesaiU,  it  will  afibrd  sesson- 
able  end  effectual  sid.  With  aH  thsee  and  many 
other  pretenrioDS,  If  it  was  now  a  qn«st3M 
whether  Oongress  should  be  vested  with  tht 

Cer  of  esteuishing  a  bank,  I  trust  that  llua 
se  and  aU  Am«ica  would  assent  lo  tbo 
afflrmativa. 

This,  however,  is  not  a  question  of  expediawTi 
but  of  duty.  Wo  are  not  at  liberty  to  exsmin* 
which  of  several  modes  of  acting  is  entitled  to 
the  prefarenoe.  But  we  are  sotemnly  wamw 
agiunst  acting  at  aU.    We  are  tcdd  that  the  oca- 
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not  mthDriw  Oongrew  to  inoorpo- 
nte  the  Ratworibers  to  the  hank.  Let  lu  ez- 
•mine  tiie  ocaistltiitioa,  and  tf  that  fbrbida  oar 
(Mvoeeding,  we  must  rqeot  the  bill ;  thongh  we 
riiall  do  it  with  deep  regret  that  Baoh  an  oppor- 
tonit;  to  *wve  our  conntry  moat  be  niflered 
to  escape  toe  the  want  of  &  ooDBtitntiooal  power 
to  U^iroTe  it. 

The  gentlemiji  from  Vu^nia  oonndeis  the 
q^oeen  of  the  bill  as  saficnDg  diaadvuitage, 
becMMQ  it  waa  oot  debated  oe  bills  tisiiaUr  are 
in  the  CcHnmittee  of  the  Whde.  He  has  pre- 
pared oi  to  pronovBce  a  enlogiam  npcm  his 
iwwiffiffifliHiy  by  infbrmingns  that  he  voted  in  the 
«ld  Coagtem  igabiBt  the  Bank  of  North  America, 
«n  the  groni^  of  his  preeeot  ot^ection  to  the 
euMtitntioDalitj.  He  has  told  qb  that  the  meen- 
ing  of  the  oonatitotion  is  to  be  interpreted  by 
ooatemporBoeoos  teetimoDjr.  He  woh  a  member 
of  the  OonTenlion  which  formed  it,  anA  of  course 
his  ojMnion  is  entdtied  to  pecnliar  weighL  While 
wa  raapect  his  former  Mndoct,  and  admire  the 
leBci^  of  his  ritnation,  ws  cannot  think  he  sus- 
tains disadvantage  in  the  delmte.  Bendes,  he 
mwA  bATe  been  prepared  witb  objections  to  the 
eoBstitnlioaalitj',  beoaose  be  tells  us  the;  are  of 
loag  alandingi  and  had  grown  into  a  settled 
hatnt  of  thinking.  Why,  Uien,  did  he  saffer  the 
bill  to  pass  the  oonunitlee  in  silence!  The 
fKends  of  the  bil)  have  more  oanse  to  complain 
of  disadvantage;  for  while  he  has  had  time  to 
prepare  hb  ohjeotiom,  they  are  oMiged  to  replj 
to  tbem  without  premeditation. 

Ja  making  tjiis  reply  I  am  to  perform  a  task 
ftr  which  my  own  mind  liaa  not  admonished 
BM  to  prepare.  I  never  soroeoted  that  the  ob- 
Jedioas  I  have  heard  stated  had  existence ;  I 
•oasiii«'  tbem  as  discoveries ;  and  had  not  the 
acute -penetradoB  of  that  gentleman  brought 
ibeoi  lA  li^t,  I  am  sure  that  my  own  nnder- 
itanding  wosld  never  have  suggested  them. 

It  seems  stiange,  too,  that  in  onr  enlightened 
ocRUitoj  the  pQbUo  should  have  been  involved 
ki  eqnal  blindneea.  While  the  exercise  of  even 
Sm  mwfril  powers  of  OovenimeDt  is  disputed, 
and  a  jeslons  eye  is  fixed  on  its  proceedings, 
not  a  whisper  has  been  heard  tgainst  it«  antho- 
rity  to  establish  a  bank.  Btill,  however  unsea- 
■onaUy,  the  old  alarm  of  pnbUo  discontent  is 
aoondedin  our  ears. 

Two  questions  ooonr;  may  Congress  exercise 
WMj  powers  which  are  not  exprwaly  ^ven  in 
Um  eenstitntkui,  bat  may  be  dedneed  by  a  rea- 
BonaUe  otmstractjon  of  tiiat  instrument !  And, 
wMudly,  wiQ  snoh  aoonstmctdon  warrant  the 
aatablishment  of  the  Bonkt 

The  doctrine  that  powers  may  be  Implied 
which  are  not  eipreaaly  vested  in  Oongreas 
has  long  been  a  bugbear  to  a  great  many  worthy 
peiKMis.  Tbay  tqtprehend  that  Congresa,  by 
patting  constructions  npoo  the  constitntion,  will 
■ovem  by  its  own  artib«ry  discretion;  and 
&«refore  that  it  ooght  to  be  bonnd  to  exercise 
tlte  power*  express^  given,  and  those  only. 

If  Congresa  may  not  make  laws  conformably 
to  Um  powers  plainly  imf^ed,  though  not  ei- 


the  day  to  adopt  it  as  a  principle  of  oon> 
duot.  A  great  part  of  our  two  years'  lalxn'  is 
lost,  and  worse  than  lust  to  the  public,  for  we 
have  scarcely  made  a  law  in  which  we  have  not 
exercised  our  discretion  with  regard  to  the  troa 
intent  of  the  coustitDtioD.  Any  words  hot 
those  used  in  that  instmment  will  l>e  liable  to 
a  difiereot  interpretation.  We  may  regulate 
trade;  therefore  we  have  taxed  shipa,  ereet«d 
ligbt-honsee,  made  laws  to  govern  seamen,  Jec, 
becaasa  we  say  that  they  are  the  incidents  to  that 
power.  The  most  funiliar  and  uodiBpoted  acts 
of  legislation  will  show  that  we  have  adopted 
it  as  a  safe  rule  of  action,  to  legislate  beyond  the 
letter  of  the  oooBtitation. 

He  proceeded  to  enforce  this  idea  by  several 
considerations,  and  illustrated  it  by  various  ex- 
amples. He  sajd,  that  the  ingenuity  of  man 
was  miaqoal  to  providing,  especially  beforeiiand, 
for  all  Uie  oontingendes  that  would  happen. 
The  constitution  c<mtains  the  principles  which 
are  to  govern  in  maltina  laws;  but  every  law 
requires  an  application  of  the  rule  to  the  case  in 
question.  We  may  err  in  ^iplyingit;  but  we 
are  to  exercise  our  judginents,  and  on  every  oc- 
casion to  decide  according  to  an  honest  ooovio- 
tion  of  its  true  meaning. 

The  danger  of  implied  power  does  not  arise 
from  its  assuming  a  new  principle ;  we  have  not 
only  practised  it  dteo,  bnt  we  can  scarcely  pro- 
coed  without  it;  nor  does  the  danger  proceed 
BO  much  from  the  extent  of  the  power  as  frum 
it  Buncertainty.  While  the  opposers  of  the  Bank 
exclum  agunst  the  exercise  of  this  power  by 
Congress,  do  tbey  mark  out  the  limits  of  the 
power  which  they  will  leave  to  us,  with  mora 
certainty  than  is  done  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Bank?  Their  rules  of  interpretation  by  oon- 
temporaneons  testimony,  the  debates  of  con- 
ventions, and  the  doctrine  of  substantive  and 
auxiliary  'powers,  will  be  found  as  obscora,  and 
of  course  as  formidable,  as  that  which  they  con- 
demn; thef  only  set  np  one  constructiaa 
against  anouier. 

The  powers  of  OooKreas  are  disputed  We 
are  obliged  to  dedde  ue  question  according  to 
tmth.  The  negative,  if  fidse,  is  leas  safe  tiian 
the  affirmative,  if  true.  Why,  then,  shall  we 
be  told  that  the  negative  is  the  safe  side)  Not 
eierciang  the  powers  we  have,  may  be  as  per- 
nicious as  usurping  those  we  have  not.  If  the 
power  to  raise  Hrmies  had  not  been  expressed 
m  the  enumeration  of  the  powers  of  Otmgress, 
it  would  be  implied  from  otiier  parts  of  the  con- 
stitution. Buppohe,  however,  that  it  were 
omitted,  and  our  oonntry  invaded,  would  a  de- 
□iston  in  Congresa  against  nUwng  armiea  be 
safer  than  the  affirmative  }  The  blood  of  onr 
citizens  would  be  shed,  and  shed  unavenged. 
He  thoDght,  therefore,  tbat  there  was  too  mnoh 
preposses^on  with  some  against  the  Bank,  and 
that  the  debate  ongbt  to  l>e  considered  mora 
impartially,  as  the  negative  was  neither  more 
safe,  oertmn,  nor  conformable  to  onr  duty  thai 
the  other  side  of  the  qoeetion.    After  ul,  the 
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proof  of  the  iffimutiTe  imposed  a  sufficient 
tnrdeii,  bb  it  ii  oasier  to  mIso  otfjectiooe  tbut 
to  remoTe  them.  Would  anj  one  doubt  that 
OoDgrew  ratij  lend  tnonar,  that  the?  maj  \mj 
their  debt  in  the  market,  or  redeem  their  oap- 
tijea  from  Algiers  I  Tet  no  such  power  is  ex- 
preealj  giren,  though  it  is  imaistiblj  implie'1. 

If,  therefore,  some  interpretation  of  the  ood- 
Vtitntion  must  be  indulged,  b;  what  mlea  is  it 
to  be  governed  t  The  great  end  of  everv  asao- 
dation  of  pereoDS  or  States  is  to  effect  tne  end 
rf  its  institatjon.  The  matter  in  debate  altbrds 
«  good  iltnatration :  a  corporation,  as  soon  as  it 
is  created,  baa  oertotn  powers,  or  qaalitiea,  tacit- 
ly aimezed  to  it,  which  tond  to  promote  the 
cad  for  whioh  it  wbb  formed ;  enon  as,  for  ez- 
•mrie^  ita  indiTidnalitj,  its  power  to  soe  and  be 
ned,  and  the  ^ferpetOBl  snooeesion  of  persons. 
Govermnent  is  itself  the  higheet  kind  of  corpo- 
ration ;  and  from  the  inst&nt  of  its  fbrmation,  it 
baa  taoitlj  anneied  to  its  being,  varions  powers 
which  the  tndividnals  who  framed  tt  did  not 
nparatelj  possess,  bot  which  are  essential  to  its 
tifocting  the  purposes  for  which  It  was  framed ; 
to  declare,  in  detail,  ever?  thing  that  Govern- 
ment ma;  do  could  not  be  performed,  and  has 
never  iieen  attempted.  It  woold  be  endless, 
otolesi,  and  dangerous;  exceptions  of  what  it 
m^  not  do  are  shorter  and  safer. 

Oongress  ma;  do  what  is  neoessar;  to  the 
end  we  which  the  oonstitntion  was  adopted, 
proTid«d  it  is  not  repngnanc  to  the  natural 
li^ts  of  man,  or  to  those  which  the;  have  ei- 
pread;  reserved  to  themselves,  or  to  the  powers 
which  are  assigned  to  the  States.  This  mle  of 
liitori»«tation  seems  to  be  safe,  and  not  a  vct; 
nnoertain  one,  independent!;  of  the  constitution 
itself.  B;  that  instrmnent  certain  powers  are 
q>eoial];  delisted,  together  with  all  powers 
Beoesaarr  or  proper  to  carr;  them  into  eiecn- 
tlon.  That  oonHtrnotion  may  be  maintained  to 
be  a  safe  one  which  promote  the  good  of  socl- 
es, and  the  ends  for  which  the  Government 
was  adopted,  withont  impairing  the  rights  of 
an;  man,  or  the  powers  of  an;  State. 

This,  he  said,  was  remarlubl;  tme  of  the 
Bank ;  no  man  oWd  have  cause  to  complain  of 
it;  the  bills  would  not  be  forced  upon  an;  one. 
It  is  of  the  first  Qtilit;  to  trade.  Indeed,  the  in- 
le  from  State  to  State  can  never  be  on 


Btate  bank.  Whether  the  power  to  regulate 
trade  frnn  Stato  to  State  will  involve  that  of 
regulating  inland  bills  of  exchange  and  bank 
W>er,  as  the  tnstrmnents  oS  the  trade,  and  inci- 
oent  to  the  power,  he  would  not  pause  to  ez- 
Mnioe.  This  is  an  injur;  and  wrong  whid)  vi- 
criatea  the  right  of  another.  As  the  buik  is 
fbmtded  on  ^e  free  choice  of  those  who  make 
we  of  it^  and  is  highl;  useful  to  the  people  uid 
to  Government,  a  Uberal  construction  is  natural 
and  safe.  This  circumstanoe  creates  a  presump- 
tloii  in  fkvor  of  its  conformit;  to  the  constitu- 
tion. This  presumption  is  enforced  b;  the  ne- 
oawit;  of  a  bank  to  other  governments.    The 
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most  ordwl;  governments  in  Europe  hava 
banks.  The;  are  considered  as  indispenaaUf 
neocssatT' ;  these  examples  are  not  to  be  Bafy- 
posed  to  have  been  nnnotieed.  We  are  to  pay 
the  interest  of  our  debt  in  tiiirteen  places.  Is 
it  poerat^  to  transport  the  revenue  from  chm 
eno  of  the  continent  to  the  otherf  Ka;,  a  w«dc 
before  the  quarter's  interest  becomes  due,  truw- 
fere  will  be  made  which  will  require  donbte  tba 
sura  in  Boiton  which  was  eipeat«d.  To  gamtA 
•gainst  this  (l*ng^r,  an  extra  sum  must  be  d«- 
porited  at  the  diftarent  loan  offices.  This  extra 
sum  is  not  to  l>e  had ;  our  revenue  is  be>«ly 
eqnal  to  the  intereet  due.  This  imposes  an  tJb- 
Bolnte  neoesait;  upon  the  Oovemment  to  m^A 
use  of  a  bank.  The  answer  U.  that  the  Stait* 
banks  wis  tnppi;  this  ^d.    This  la  riddng  & 

rl  deal  to  the  argument  againet  the  Bank ; 
will  the;  admit  the  neceesit;,  and  ;et  deny 
to  the  Gtovernment  the  lawfU  and  tHil;  ade- 
quate means  for  providing  for  itf  Ten  of  tita 
Statee  have  no  banks;  diose  who  have  may 
abolish  theirs,  and  snfier  thefr  cfasrten  to  ex- 
pire. But  the  State  banks  are  inenffident  to 
the  purpose ;  their  paper  has  not  a  suffiokoit 
circmation;  of  course  their  capitals  are  smalL 
Oongroos  is  allowed  to  have  complete  legidatj-ve 
power  over  ita  own  finanoee;  and  ;et  without 
the  conrtes;  of  the  States  it  cannot  be  exer- 
cised.   This  seems  to  be  inconi^Btent. 

If  a  war  should  sodden!;  break  out,  how  la 
Congress  to  provide  for  it*  Perhaps  Oongreea 
womd  not  be  sitting ;  great  expenses  would  be 
inoorred ;  and  the;  must  be  tnstantl;  [»wided 
fbr.  How  is  this  to  bo  done  t  B;  taxes  T  And 
wis  the  enem;  wait  till  the;  can  be  ooDectedf 
B;  loans  at  home  !  Our  oitiims  woold  employ 
thar  money  in  war  speculations,  and  tbev  are 
not  individnall;  in  a  condition  to  lend  a  snffl- 
cient  sum  in  siMoie.  Or  shall  we  send  aerosa 
the  sea  for  loans!  The  dilate  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain  ftmishes  an  example ;  tfae  aid 
of  their  banks  tor  several  millions  was  prompt 
and  efibctual.  Or,  will  ;ou  sa;  that  Oongresa 
might  issue  paper  mone;  I  That  power,  rai»- 
ons  and  fitUadons  as  it  is,  is  deduced  frwn  im- 
plication, for  it  is  not  expneal;  given.  A  bank 
onlyoan  affbrd  the  necessar;  aid  in  time  <^  sod- 
den emergeno;.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to 
establish  it,  oor  social  compaot  is  inoMnpIeta, 
we  want  the  means  of  self-preeervaHon. 

I  shall,  perhaps,  be  told  that  ueoeesit;  is  the 
tyrant's  plea.  I  answer  that  it  is  a  mlterabla 
one  when  it  is  urged  to  palliate  the  vlolati<Hi  tt 
private  right,  who  suffers  by  this  n»e  of  onr 
anthorit; !  Not  the  States,  for  the;  ere  not 
warranted  to  estabtish  a  National  Bank ;  not 
individuals,  for  they  will  be  asdsted  in  trade, 
and  defended  fKim  danger  by  ft 

Having  endeavored  to  enforce  his  argument, 
b;  noticmg  tlie  nsea  of  banks  to  trade,  to  reve- 
nue, to  credit,  and,  in  oasee  of  exigency,  he  a^ 
verted  to  the  anthority  of  our  own  preoedenta. 
Onr  right  to  govern  the  Western  Territory  » 
not  dispnted.  It  is  a  power  which  no  State  can 
exerojee;  it  most  be  exerolaed,  and  therefore  h 
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icrides  in  OongrcM.    Bat  how  doe*  Congms 

SthJB  powar  t  It  is  not  ezpreeBly  given  in 
ooDBbtutioD,  bnt  Ii  derived  ^ther  from  the 
Mtnn  of  the  case,  or  by  impIieatioD  from  the 
wnrer  to  ragulaU  the  propwty  of  the  United 
If  the  power  fiowaftamflM  n&taraand 
tj  of  the  ewe,  it  na;  be'demsnded,  ia 
the  r«aot  eqnal  uthtnit?  fbr  tlie  Bank !  If  it 
b  dniT«d  Sram  the  power  of  OoDgren  to  regn- 
lit«  tb«  territory  ud  other  proper^  erf  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  nuke  aU  ne«dnd  nilea  and 
lagnlatioitB  oonoemlDg  it,  and  for  the  disposal 
«^  it,  a  tttKt  oonBtmotion  wonld  reatraln  Oon- 
gnv  nurelj  to  the  management  and  disposal  of 
^opertj,  and  of  itn  own  property ;  yet  it  is 
{Ann  that  more  is  intended.  Oongress  has  ao- 
Mrfia^y  made  rules,  not  only  for  goreroing  iu 
own  property,  tMit  the  properly  of  the  periKms 
rcH^ng  t^ere.  It  has  made  rnles  which  have 
ne  id^on  to  property  at  all — for  pnniHhing 
crimes.  In  short,  it  ezerdses  all  power  in  that 
tcnitory.  Nay,  it  has  euroised  this  very  power 
of  cieaatig  a  eorporaticm.  The  goverament  of 
that  terrilo^  ia  a  ooip<»«tion ;  and  who  will 
dsoT  that  Congreas  may  lawfbUy  establish  a 
bank  b^ond  the  Ohio  t  It  ia  Edr  to  reason  by 
■Mdog;  iVom  a  power  wUob  is  nnqnesdonable, 
to  one  which  is  the  snblect  of  debate. 

He  then  asked,  wheUier  it  speared,  on  this 
view  of  the  snbjeot,  that  the  estahlishifleiit  of  a 
National  Bank  woold  be  a  violent  midnterpre- 
tKtion  of  the  constitntion  t  He  did  not  contend 
toe  an  arintrary,  unlimited  discretion  in  the 
Girvemmeni  to  do  every  thing.  He  took  ooca- 
doa  to  protest  wainst  sndi  a  misecakoeptloB  of 
hb  argnment.  He  had  notloed  the  great  marks 
by  wmeh  the  ocatstmedon  ol  the  otmstitotion, 
1m  oonceived,  mnst  he  gnided  and  Hmited  i  and 
titnwi,  if  not  abaolately  certain,  were  very  ftr 
from  being  arbitrair  or  nnsaib.  It  is  for  the 
Howe  to  Jndge  whetMr  the  oonstraetion  whioh 
itBOM  the  power  of  Oongresa  is  more  definite 
aadnft. 

In  proving  that  Oongr«sa  may  exeroise  pow- 
en  whidi  are  not  expressly  granted  by  the  oon- 
tf  totion,  he  had  endeavinvd  to  establish  saoh 
nlea  of  int«rpretati<Ni,  and  bad  illnsbvted  hie 
Umb  by  Booh  obaervaoona  as  would  anticipate, 
in  a  oonaiderable  degree,  the  s^lioatioo  of  his 
prine^ea  to  the  p<mit  in  qneatioD.  Bdbre  he 
pveeoded  to  the  oonatniotlon  of  the  elaasea  of 
the  ooABtitiilaon  which  q>ply  to  Ute  arsoment, 
bo  ol—ied  that  it  woold  be  {NTOpw  to  notice 
tbe  qualities  of  a  corpnratitw,  m  order  to  take  a 
more  exact  view  of  toe  oontrover^. 

Be  adverted  to  the  individnality  and  the  per- 
petni^  of  a  eorporation,  and  tbat  the  prop^y 
at  the  individuals  shoidd  not  be  liable  for  the 
debts  of  the  bank  or  company.  These  qnalities 
annotmorensefblto  the  corporation  tlian  con* 
fenaable  to  reason ;  bnt  Government,  it  is  said, 
eannot  crcAte  these  qnalitiesi  This  ia  the  mar- 
row erf  the  argmnent;  fbr  Congress  may  set  a  p 
absoikof  itsown,  to  be  managed  as  public  pro- 
pMty,  to  inoe  notes  which  shall  be  reoeived  in 

ts  at  the  TrMsnry,whidi  shall  be  ex- 


changeable into  specie  on  demand,  and  whioh  it 
shall  be  death  to  ooonterfeit.  Snch  a  banlc 
would  be  less  safe  and  nsefnl  than  one  nnder 
the  direeticin  of  private  persons ;  yet  the  power 
to  establish  it  is  indisputable.  If  Congress  baa 
the  anthnrity  to  do  this  busines  bsdly,  the 
question  retcrns,  whether  the  powers  of  a  ooi^ 

§  oration,  which  are  esseDtial  to  its  being  well 
one,  may  be  annexed  sa  incident  t«  it.  The 
Bank  of  New  York  is  not  a  corporation,  yet  ita 
notee  have  credit.  Congress  may  agree  with 
that  bank,  or  with  a  company  of  merchants,  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  oanse  all  payments  to 
pass  through  their  coffers.  £very  tiiins  that 
Govwnment  reanires,  and  the  bank  will  per- 
,  may  be  lawfolly  done  without  giving 
them  corporate  powers ;  hot  to  do  this  wbII) 
safely,  and  extensively,  those  powers  aro  indis- 
pensable. This  seems  to  bring  the  debate  with- 
— .  a  very  narrow  compass. 

This  led  him  to  oonrider  whether  the  corpo- 
rate powers  are  incidental  to  those  which  Con- 
gress may  exercise  by  the  constitntion. 

He  entered  into  a  discussion  of  the  constmo- 
m  of  that  clanse  which  empowers  Congress 
to  regnlate  the  territory  and  other  property  of 
the  United  States.  The  United  Btat«e  may  hold 
property ;  may  dispose  of  it;  tLey  may  hold  it 
in  partnership ;  they  may  regulate  the  terms  ol 
the  partnership.  One  condition  may  be,  that 
"'      stock  only  shall  be  liable  for  the 


the  chief  qnalities  of  a  corporation.  It  seems 
that  GongresB,  having  power  to  make  all  need- 
fnl  rules  and  regulations  for  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  may  establish  a  corporation  to 
manage  it:  without  which  we  have  seen  that 
the  regulations  cannot  be  either  safe  or  nsoM; 
the  United  States  will  be  the  proprietor  of  one- 
tenth  of  the  bank  stock. 

Oongress  may  exercise  exdnMve  legidatJon  In 
an  cases  whatsoever  over  the  ten  miles  square, 
snd  the  places  ceded  by  the  States  for  arsenals, 
light-honsee,  docks,  &c.  Of  course  it  may  eetab- 
]i^  a  bank  in  those  places  with  corporate  pow- 
ers. The  bill  has  not  restrained  the  bank  to 
this  city ;  and  If  it  had,  the  dispute  would  lose 
a  part  of  its  solemnity.  If,  instead  of  prind- 
plee,  it  concerns  only  places,  what  objection  is 
there  to  the  constitutional  authority  of  Oongress 
to  Sx  tlie  Bank  at  Sandy  Hook,  or  Beedy  Mandi 
where  we  have  light-houses,  and  a  right  of  ex- 
durive  l^slation  t  A  bonk  established  there^ 
or  in  the  district  located  by  law  on  the  Poto- 
mac for  the  Beat  of  Government,  conld  send  fts 
paper  all  over  the  Union ;  it  is  true  that  the 
places  are  not  the  most  proper  for  a  bank ;  hot 
the  authority  to  establish  it  in  them  overthrows 
the  argument  which  is  deduced  from  the  deS- 
nit«  nature  of  the  powers  vested  in  CongreaL 
and  the  dangerous  tendency  erf  the  propoaed 
oonstmotian  of  them. 

The  preamble  of  the  ctntstitution  warranta 
this  remark,  that  a  bank  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
^irit  and  essential  ol^Jeots  of  that  instrnment. 
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He  then  oooudwed  the  power  to  borrow 
moDey,  He  Boid  it  wu  nstoral  to  imdsrstaiid 
th&t  ftnUioritj  u  it  was  aotoally  exerdaed  in 
Sorope;  irhioh  b,  to  borrow  of  tihe  bank.  He 
obMTvecl,  the  power  to  borrow  wai  of  narrow 
oaa  without  ta«  InMitntion  of  a  bank ;  and  In 
th«  most  daagtfOQf  «iiais  of  afiUn  would  be  a 
dMd  letter. 

Af)«r  nottdng  tlw  power  to  k;  and  oolleot 
tazea,  he  advortM  to  ue  sweeping  QlaoBe,  as  it 
ia  nanallf  a«Ued,  which  empowers  Ooogreaa  to 
ezwoise  sU  powan  ueoeoaarr  and  pibper  to 
oarrr  the  ennmentted  powers  into  ezeontion. 
He  aid  not  {^etend  that  it  ^vea  any  new  pow- 
ers ;  bnt  It  eat^liahee  the  doctrine  <tf  implied 
powers.  He  then  demanded  whether  the 
power  to  incorporate  a  bank  is  not  Mrty  rela- 
tiva,  and  «  neoessary  inddent  to  &m  entire 
powers  to  rwnlate  ti«de  and  rerenae,  and  to 
provide  tor  l£e  paUio  credit  and  ddenoe. 

He  entered  into  a  partkalar  answer  to  seve- 
ral ol^eotioni^  and  after  reoqdtuUting  his  argn- 
ment,  he  oondaded  with  obserriiu  that  we  had 
felt  the  disadvantages  of  the  CoaMenJ^a. 
We atio^txA  the  oonstitDtiMi^emeoting  to  plaoe 
the  national  afihirs  onder  a  Federal  head ;  tins 
Is  a  power  whloh  Oongreas  can  aolj  exercise. 
Ve  ma^  reason  away  the  whole  oonstitution. 
AH  uaQonB  have  tWr  time*  of  adver^ty  jnd 
danger  j  the  neglect  of  providing  againrt  them 
ia  season  may  be  the  oaoM  St  mining  the 
oonntrr. 

FkiDAY,  FebmaT7  4. 
Bant  nf  At  United  StaUt. 

The  Houae  remmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fbr  inoOTporating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtea. 

The  qnestioii  being  on  tlie  passage  (tf  the  bill, 

Hr.  Smdhwux  sud,  he  wonld  Hideavor  not  to 
fkti^  the  patience  of  the  Honse  in  the  obser- 
vations he  shonld  mske  on  the  important  snl>- 
lect  now  onder  oonsderation.  Without  eoteiing 
Into  the  disoosdon  on  a  scale  so  extensive  as  bad 
been  indulged  bj  some  gentlemen,  he  woold 
dwdl  oolj  on  a  few  important  priDdples,  and 
an^  oonsegoencee  aa  were  oonotnsively  dedn- 
dble  from  tnetn,  wUoh  had  mode  a  strong  im- 
preedon  on  his  own  nJud,  The  i^podtion  to 
the  biU  liad  called  in  qneetion  the  constitn- 
tioDol  powers  of  Oongrees  to  establish  the  pro- 
posed corporation,  and  the  utility  of  banks, 
neither  <^  which  till  wittiin  a  few  days  did  he 
Boppoee  was  donbted  by  any  intelligent  nan  In 
America;  tad  had  charged  the  present  system 
with  holding  ont  unequal  ternu  agaioBt  the 
Government  to  those  who  shonld  subscribe  to 
tbepropoeed  stock. 

mth  regard  to  the  t^neetion  of  oonstitution- 
alitv,  mnch  liad  been  aaid  which,  in  his  opinion, 
had  not  an  intimate  rel^on  to  the  sabject  now 
before  the  Eouse.  We  have  with  great  eam- 
eettues  been  warned  of  the  danger  of  grasping 
power  by  oonatruotion  and  implication ;  and 
this  warning  has  been  given  in  very  auituUed 


grautad.    in 
duty  to  be  a 


JaUti  attm.  [FMBUKr,  ITtL 

language  by  the  gentleman  bna  ^nrsinift  (Mr. 
MuiiBov.)  I  do  notiriah  tod^nivethat  meoi- 
ber  of  the  honor  c^  oonsistea^ ;  bnt  I  wcU  i^ 
mnnber  the  time  when  the  eswrey  at  hie  ree- 
BMiing  impnned  tm  tlte  minds  of  the  m^fotity 
(tf  this  Honse  a  MmvictioD  that  the  power  of  r^ 
niOT«l  frtm  offlee,  htdden  «t  |4easiire.  was,  l^ 
coDBtraotion  and  impHealion,  vested  by  the 
constitntlcm  in  the  Prerident;  forthera  coold 
be  no  preteaioe  that  it  is  expressly  granted  to 

He  wotJd  only  observ^  in  answer  to  ewy 
thing  whieh  had  been  eaid  of  the  danger  at  ex- 
tMu&g  constmetioa  and  ImptioatJon,  Aat  the 
whole  budneas  of  le^datlon  wee  a  praatml 
oonstraotion  of  the  powen  of  the  Le^slatsre; 
and  that  probably  no  inetniOMBt  for  the  dcjeg^ 
tion  <tf  power  oonld  be  drawn  with  endi  preii- 
sion  and  acoaraey  as  to  leave  noUtlng  to  neoe» 
sBiy  imnlieation.  That  all  Ute  different  Legia- 
latnres  in  the  United  States  had,  and  tbis,  in 
hia  ofrfnioo,  indimeBMbly  most  conatam  the 
powen  whioh  had  beui  granted  to  them,  and 
they  most  easnine  meh  anxiUet?  power*  ai 

■    ■      hve«zpn 

no  doabt  thc^ 

it^  to  be  oarefnl  not  to  ezoeed  those  linlte  to 
which  it  was  intended  they  shonld  be  reMricted. 
"-  any  other  limitation  the  Oovemmeat  wwnU 
dackled  that  it  wonld  be  inoqiaUe  of 
oing  any    *   '       ~  "  ' 

tended  by  its  ii 

He  observed,  that  on  ahncet  all  the  great  and 
important  meaaores  whiah  ocnne  nndw'  the  d» 
liberation  of  Ooogresa  there  were  immrase  dffi- 
cnlties  to  be  surmoonted.  If  we  attempt,  said 
he,  to  proceed  In  mm  direction,  onr  ean  are  se- 
aled with  the  exclamation  of  "  the  oMietita- 
tion  ia  in  danger  I"  if  we  attempt  to  atttin  our 
objeote  by  porsoing  a  diSbrent  oourse,  we  an 
told  the  pass  is  guarded  by  tbe  stem  ^nrit  ot 
dwaoaiatij.  Did  I  concur  with  geatknMo  tn 
opinion  on  this  snlfjeot,  I  should  think  it  my 
dnty  to  go  home  to  my  cotwtitiienta.  and  hon- 
estly declare  to  thrai  that  by  thdr  jealoii^  of 
power  they  bad  so  reatrained  the  (nieraticms  of 
the  Qovemment  t}iat  we  had  not  the  means  cf 
effecting  any  of  tiie  great  tniT^aeei  tor  which  tha 
OQUstitation  was  demgneo,  without  attempting, 
what  perhaps  would  be  finind  imprao^saUe,  to 
fix  by  general  roles  the  nice  point  within  wUbh 
Oonareas  wonld  be  anthoriied  to  assome  pow- 
ers by  eonstrnclicHi  and  implication,  and  h^ 
yond  whioh  they  may  be  Justly  considered  aa 
nsurperg. 

He  wished  gtmtlemesi  to  re£eet  what  eSbot 
a  single  princiine,  nnivereally  acknowledged, 
would  have  in  d<ri»nnining  the  qoesliou  now 
under  oonsiderRtion.  It  ia  nnivereally  agreed 
that  wherever  a  power  is  del^^ated  for  expresa 
purposes,  all  the  known  and  uanal  means  ftr 
the  attainment  of  the  ol)|ects  expressed  are  coB' 
ceded  also.  That  to  dedde  what  inflnenoe  this 
acknowledged  principle  would  have  mi  the  sub- 
ject l>efore  the  Honse,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
refteot  on,die  powen  with  which  OoofNea  are 
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txpFtmif  inTeitod.  He  tbcm  repeated  that 
OoDgTCM  wu  anUxwiied  to  Ia;  and  ooUcet 
taxM,  to  borrow  mooe;  on  tbe  credit  of  the 
Unitad  BUtei,  to  niM  Mid  mpport  Bniu«H,  pro- 
vide and  mrinuin  naviee,  to  revidate  forrign 
■Bd  dtHDMtio  tnde,  and  to  make  all  Uvs  neoea- 
iai7  and  praper  to  tan;  tbeae  and  the  other 
inmeratad  poven  into  eStet  They  vere,  in 
flne,  intraat^d  wllli  tbe  azerdae  <tf  all  thoae 
powen  which  tbe  peo]^  of  America  thoni^t 
BaoesaaiT  to  aecnra  their  fune  and  hqiplneai 
■^inat  the  attaeka  of  internal  ykAmoa  sod  ex- 
temal  invaaion ;  and  in  tho  Bxendae  of  thoae 
poven,  thiB  Legidatnre  waa  antboiiied,  agna- 
aUj  to  tlie  iKiiwiple  which  he  bad  moitioned, 
to  ttnploy  aU  the  known  and  nanal  means  n»- 
BMaai7  and  premier  to  efitetnate  the  enda  whlob 
araezpraaaM.  It  might  batrfnse  to  determine 
with  preiMon  what  wai  the  meaning  ci  the 
wwda  aawMflry  end  prtp»r — tb^  did  not  re- 
atrict  (be  power  of  tbe  LegialatDre  to  enacring 
ancfa  lawa  mly  aa  are  inaispenaabla.  Such  a 
ttaatroetion  woold  beinflnitdr  too  narrow  and 


be«npiaied 

tf  any  of  tMm,conldbepn>Tedin^roeniable  to 
Uieexi«tsnee«ftheGoremmeiU.  Thaetmdoct 
af  Congreea  liad  a  oonatnictiM)  cm  tboee  wwdi 
itwitbi 


tbe  'lawa  dtoold  be  eslabliahed 

ripVfn,  and  aocb  an  agenoy  in  the  known  and 

«mal  meana  ranployed  in  the  eieontjon  of  them, 

■a  to  efiieot  tba  enda  e^treeaed  in  the  otmatita- 

tiom  with  tbe  greeteat  poaeible  degree  of  paUic 

■tffity. 

If  baoka  were  amcmg  the  known  and  nana! 
Kaaaa  to  idbetnata  or  facilitate  the  aids  which 
bad  bean  mentiMud,  to  enable  tbe  Ooremment^ 
with  tte  greateat  eaae  and  least  Imtden  to  tbe 
jma^ia,  to  ooUect  taxes,  borrow  money,  regulate 
Mtuoeac^  raiae  and  support  armiea,  provide 
and  m«inlain  fleets,  he  thouf^t  the  ai|[omait 
fawfl'agable  and  ooncloaiTe  to  prove  the  oontti' 
tationatity  of  the  bllL  Poisiiing  ftirther  tbe 
aame  idea,  he  asked  fix  what  ptupoeee  were 
bMuks  inatitnted  and  patroniiad  by  Oovem- 
manta  which  were  nnrestrietad  by  constitn- 
tkmal  IJnutaTitmii !    Were  th^  not  employed 


BOMy,  and  the  other  enomeiated  powersl 
Baaidin,  ba  aud,  it  waa  to  be  obserred  that  tbt 
euaatilnlim  had  espready  declared  the  ends  of 
lagialatinn ;  bnt  in  almost  sTery  imtanoe  had 
idk  the  means  to  tba  bimeat  and  sober  disore- 
ttm  of  the  TjgUirtiwB  From  the  nature  of 
tldags  this  mast  erer  be  the  case ;  for  other- 
wiae  tbe  oonstitalioB  moat  contain  not  only  aU 
th0  namsnaij  laws  under  the  existing  oironm- 
rtaitTM  of  the  ooiwmmity,  bat  also  a  code  bo 
•xtandTe  aa  to  ad^t  ilaelf  to  nil  fatore  poeeibli 

oontiogeoeiaa.     By  odt  ooustitatior    " 

baa  not  oidy  the  power  to  l«y  and  o 


bnt  to  do  every  tiling  snbordlnato  to  that  end ; 
the  otjeote,  the  meaniL  the  iuBtrnnteots,  and  the 
poiposea,  are  left  to  the  honest  and  sober  dls- 
cretl<ni  of  the  Legislature.  The  power  of  hot- 
rowing  money  waa  expreeely  granted ;  bnt  aU 
tbe  known  and  nsnal  means  to  that  end  were 
left  in  dlenoe.  The  same  obaerratioiu  mldtt 
with  troth  be  made  reapeoting  tbe  other  de- 
legated powera.  The  great  ends  to  be  obtained 
as  meana  to  effeotnato  tbe  oltimate  end— 4be 
pnbUe  good  and  general  wet&ie— are  capable, 
nuder  general  torsu,  of  constitntionsl  ^tedfica- 
titai;  but  the  snborfinaM  meana  are  so  nnmer- 
tme,  and  capable  of  snch  infinite  variatioti,  ea  to 
render  an  wnmeratlon  impraoticabl&  and  mnet 
therefcve  be  left  to  constroctJan  and  naceMary 
impBoatkin.  He  aaid,  cm  this  groond,  he  waa 
willing  to  leave  the  general  argument ;  H  wm 
rimjde,  intelligible,  and  be  bt^ed  wonld  be 
ttioai^t  oonolndve. 

He  Bsid  the  ocmetitatioiudi^  had  beMi  at> 
taAed  from  another  qnarter.  It  waa  aaid,  w« 
oonld  not  give'oommwdal  advantages  to  one 
port  above  another.  Tbe  eonsijtaticmal  Koyt- 
don  which  bad  been  quoted  waa  nndonbtedly 
intoided  to  prevent  a  partial  regnhtlon  of  com- 
meroe;  If  extended  to  the  case  mtder  oonddwa- 
titoi,  it  would  maoh  mon  atron^  prove  that 
Otmgreas  ought  not  to  rerade  in  any  ocmmmvial 
<dty ;  fi>r  be  verily  believed  that  tiie  commcMial 
advantsgee  of  Plulad«l[diia  were  inoomparaUj 
greater  aom  that  reddenoe  than  they  could  be 
suppoeed  from  the  institution  of  a  Nsti(»ial 
Bank,  Indeed,  it  was  bis  opinion  that,  consl- 
deriiu  that  tbia  city  had  a  bank,  tba  oMdtal  of 
which  waa  adeooate  to  all  her  ocanmermal  tai- 
ganriea;  that  sue  oonld  wla^e  that  c^)ital  aa 
her  neoeaDty  abonld  reqnire;  and  that  bar 
bank  will  tf  this  bill  should  be  rqected,  reodre 
the  benefit  of  national  operationa,  tbe  measore 
will  not  advanoe  her  individoal  tntweat. 

With  regard  to  the  otUity  of  banka,  be  ob- 
served that  he  would  not  attempt  to  di^lay  a 
knowledge  of  the  Bnl;|eat  by  repeadng  all  ha 
had  read  and  heard  In  relation  to  it,  n(»-  fotigoe 
the  House  by  a  detail  of  his  own  refleetiona  and 
reasoning  npoo  it ;  the  cenBes  were  onneoeasary 
to  be  eifdaJned ;  the  eflbots  had  been  snch  til 
all  oountriea  where  banks  had  been  instituted, 
aa  to  Mduoe  a  onauimoua  opkdon  that  th^ 
were  alike  naeftil  fiw  all  the  great  purposes  of 
Oovermneiit,  and  to  promote  the  general  hap- 
finem  ot  the  people.  Nor  was  oor  own  eipe- 
rienoe  wanting  to  the  aame  purpose.  At  a 
time  when  onr  puMio  resouroea  were  ahnost 
annihilated,  onr  credit  proatrate,  oor  Qovem- 
ment  imbecile,  and  its  patronage  inoonsider- 
able,  a  bank  of  small  capital  was  among  the 
moat  operative  oaoaee  whwh  prodooed  that  flrat 
dawn  that  nitimately  terminated  in  meridian 
splendor  by  the  eatablishment  of  peaoe,  inde- 
peodenoe,  and  freedom.  There  were  two  cir- 
□nmstanoea  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  to 
mention,  which  wonld  render  banks  of  mwe 
importance  in  this  oonutry  than  in  any  otiter 
oonntry  where  they  are  at  present  in  ose:  tba 
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fint,  tha  oommeTOBl  entarpri>«  of  our  mer- 
ehuU  oooiMnd  with  the  imalliMM  of  their 
e^iitala,  whiofa,  u  w«  bad  no  hipt  muinfMy 
tarinf  oapiUla,  wheretij  tbe  predoos  m«tBl« 
OoM.  be  retaiaed  in  aircnlAtiMi,  would  fr«- 
qoeBtljr,  by  their  expMtaUon,  graatlj  diitrcos  the 
pMfde ;  the  other  origtaated  from  a  meaanre  at 
the  OoTenunent.  CoogreaH,  from  a  Uodable 
InteatioD  of  aooomDwdaliiiK  thrir  ooaatitiienti, 
inetitated  Treaanriea  ia  all  ttie  Stateai  in  same 
of  IbeM  there  wonU  be,  in  tbe  ordinary  oofuae 
at  erenta,  a  deftdeni?,  and  in  otheia  a  rednn- 
danc?.  To  keep  them  in  eqnBibriaa  bj  tlw 
tnuMportatioo  at  the  predona  metala,  or  bj  die 
pnrohaae  of  Inlla  in  the  market,  wonld  be  not 
only  iooonTeniMit  and  eipcoMTe,  bnt  voold 
ka^  out  of  droolaUoD  a  oonddnaUe  part  of 
tbe  medium  of  tbe  eoaatrj. 

Gentlemen  had  been  pLBaaed  to  eonrider  the 
propoaed  term*  as  giving  anondiw  adraotageto 
tbe  stockboUers.  He  would  leaTe  thii  part  of 
(be  Bol^eot  to  gentkaen  who  belter  onderBtood 
it;  o&lj  obawring,  that  aa  Gorarunent  nuut 
raly  MindMlly  mi  men^iants  to  obtain  the  pro- 
poaaa  atoek,  it  would  be  neoeesary  to  affitrd  to 
them  aaffiaient  ntotivet  to  withdraw  ft«m  their 
oommerdal  pomoita  a  part  of  tbdr  «^)itah. 

He  would  attempt  an  answer  to  aome  of  tbose 
deeoltocy  otgectiona  which  had  been  made,  and 
in  dotng  this,  he  would  omit  to  answer  bd(^  aa 
had  been,  in  hb  opiaJoo,  already  reflited.  He 
obsetred,  that  it  bad  been  said  that  granting 
eharteiB  of  inoorpontk«  was  a  hi^  prctfogUlre 
of  GoTeminent  He  snppoaed  it  was  not  in- 
tended that  it  was,  in  thie  natore  ot  things,  too 
trauwMideat  a  power  to  be  azercnsed  by  a  Na- 
tional Goremmeat,  but  ttiat  tbe  uaroise  of  it 
abonld  only  be  in  ocnsaqncsMM  ctf  e^reaa  dele- 
gation. Let  this  ol;}eeam  be  eompared  with 
tbe  oondnM  of  Oonpeaa  aa  another  snbjeet,  in 
all  reapeeta  at  least  as  important,  llitteisnot, 
by  tiie  oonstitatiDn,  any  power  ezpresaly  dele- 
gated to  mortgage  our  reTumea,  and  yet,  with- 
out any  qneetion  bdng  made  on  the  oonstitn- 
tionality  of  tbe  meamre,  we  have  mortgaged 
tbem  to  an  >mmwMa  anoimt.  Frrnn  whence, 
be  aaksd,  do  we  aaqmie  the  antbtaity  to  exer- 
cise this  power  I  Not  from  express  grants,  but 
bdnf  empowered  to  bmrow  money  cm  the 
credit  of  tbe  United  States,  we  hare  vny  pn>- 
party  coBddwed  the  [dodging  ftmds  aa  among 
the  known  and  nsnal  means  neoeesary  and  pro- 
per to  be  wnployed  fbr  the  attainment  of  tbe 
endazpreaaly  ddegated. 

Itbas  been  said  that  the  biU  anthoriied  tbe 
stocUitdders  to  purchase  real  estate.  He  con- 
sidered the  proriaion  in  the  bill  in  that  regard, 
not  a  grant,  bnt  a  limitation  of  power.  Any 
man,  or  body  of  man,  might,  by  tbe  existing 
laws,  porohaae,  in  their  own  ^^ate  capacities, 
real  estate  to  any  amonnt.  This  right,  was  li- 
mited as  it  re^teoted  the  proposed  corporat3<ni. 

It  b  said  tbere  are  banks  uroady,  and  tbere- 
fore  the  propcaed  incoiporation  is  uuieoessary. 
To  thb  he  answered,  that  if  the  GoTemmeot 
dtonld  agree  to  teoaiva  all  ito  demands  in  the 


paper  of  tbe  eziatiBg  banks,  it  wvtfd  pis  . 
them  every  advantsge  wbii^  in  tlie  ofWaaW 
gentlemen,  renders  tbe  ps«aeat  system  " 
tiooaUe,  witboBt  stipwlsting  fcr  »mj 
to  Uke  Oovamment  Bnt  aie^  ha  aak  ,  , 
men  •eriaos  in  tbeee  obsss  raticaal  Do  ttq 
believe  the  capitala  of  tbona  basikn  n^eqaslaB 
the  exigenoies  of  tbe  nation  t  Dotbaykbn 
that  those  banka  posseas  any  powcn  by  «U 
tb<7  can  give  a  pn^fectUe  ims  to  tbssr  f^m, 
so  as  to  extesid  its  droalatioB  llii  misbisM  te 
United  States  t  Or  do  they  really  wirii  to  bais 
tbe  Ooverameat  rq>oae  itsdf  csi  inalitabas 
with  which  they  have  nointiinste  iiimiMnliin, 
and  over  whiob  tbef  have  no  eootrolt 

Mr.  B.  ocsclnded  by  obaervmg  b*  was  vwy 
confldent  a  minority  of  tbe  Hoose  oodd  aeiw 
be  indooed  to  believe  that  it  was  tbe  jntnafr' 
(rf  the  constitatioD  to  deprira  the  TjagbtoBre  gf  I 
006  of  the  most  important  and  nees^mrj  mtmi 
irf  ezeonting  the  powers  arorsady  ilalnaalml 

ill.  L^wnaaoi.— The  advoeatea  of  Vim  naa- 


sore  stand  in  anonibrtDnateribtation;  faabcbg 
those  who  in  gwoeral  advoeat*  "«**"■■'  c 
■ores,  thoy  are  charged  with  dfrigns  toezi 
the  powera  at  tbe  GorenuDSot  nndiUj.  B^ 
however,  ocmsoled  himself  with  a  omhcmms  it- 
taohment  to  the  ooostitation,  and  with  tbe  ■ 
flection  that  tlidr  oondnot  reodved  tfa*  apfve- 
bationof  tbsir  OMkstitDMtla.  If  the  pnaer"- 
ooatraated  with  tbe  tanoat  rjiminwrann 
thb  oeonlry,  he  donbted  not  tbe  msanmi 
Uib  Qovemmeot  y/otM  ooottaine  to  noesTe  Om 
approbatioa  of  the  people  of  the  Unitad  Ftntss 

The  silenoe  of  tbe  pecqtie  on  tbe  satgeet  now 
befiwe  tbe  House  b  str<»i^  presnmptiTv  tbift 
the  measore  of  tbe  Bank  b  not  ooMiderad  b* 
them  as  nitoonstitntioaaL  He  then  end«aTenA 
to  show  tbe  oraisttoticsiali^  of  tbe  bank  ^ys- 
tatn.  ItmBatbeoonoededthattberataBotiHiig 
in  tbe  omistitatltm  that  b  expresriy  against  b, 
snd  therefore  we  oiu^  not  to  dednoe  a  prohH 
bition  by  constraeboD;  be  adverted  to  tba 
smendment  jHtipoaed  by  Ocogreas  to  tb«  ega- 
Btitotion,  whichsays,  "powennotddegsteda* 
retained ; "  I>er&  said  he,  to  prove  Ibat  tba 
Bonk  u  nnconsbtntiODal,  tbe  ooiistnKitiT«  in- 
terpretation BO  nmoh  ot<)eoted  agaiaat  i»  ra- 
onmd  to. 

The  great  objeeta  (rf  tbb  Govenunent  ar«  ooa- 
tuned  in  tbe  context  of  the  oonalibition.  fia 
reeqntDlated  those  o^oota,  and  infemd  fhat 
every  power  necesssij  to  asonre  theas  mast  n»- 
ccssarUy  fi^ow ;  for  as  to  dta  great  ^eota  fbr 
which  thb  Government  was  inatltDtad,  it  ia  aa 
ftill  and  complete  in  sU  its  parts  as  aay  ayafeatn 
that  coold  be  derieed;  a  flill,  nncontzdlahla 
power  to  regnlate  tha  fiscd  coDcems  of  thb 
Union,  is  a  primary  otHOdderaliMi  in  tUa  Gov- 
ernment, ana  frmn  hence  it  deariy  fi^Iowa  that 
it  most  poeeeas  the  power  to  make  every  pca^ 
ble  arrangemwt  cwdndTO  to  that  great  <»;feaL 

He  then  adverted  to  the  late  OonfederafioD, 
and  pointed  ont  its  defbcta  and  inaovpateiMT ; 
and  benoe  tbe  oldOonfreai  called  on  the  States 
to  enact  omrtain  bws  i^doh  tfa^  had  not  pgwar 
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to  enact ;  from  beDoe  he  inferred,  thut  as  the 
late  Oonftderation  oonld  not  pan  those  lain, 
■nd  to  capacttMe  the  OoTeraiyieDt  of  the  Uoi- 
tod  States,  and  form  a  more  perfect  nnioD,  the 
eonstJtntioD  nnder  which  we  now  act  waa 
fbnned.  To  anppoae  that  this  GloTerimieiit  does 
i>otpoewi»  the  powere  for  which  the  conatJtatiop 
waa  adopted,  iiitoItm  the  groeBeet  abenrdit;. 

The  tnviatioa  from  charters,  asd  the  in- 
frlngement  of  parohment  riebts.  which  had 
been  Jnatafled  on  the^inotple  of  neoesot;  hj 
the  ^tleman  ftam  Virginia,  (Hr.  Mambox,) 
be  aaid  had  been  made  on  djiSerent  principles 
froiB  thoee  now  mentioned :  the  oeceeeity,  he 
contended,  did  not  at  the  tune  exist;  the  old 
Omgrees  exercteed  the  power,  aa  thej  thongbt, 
by  a  &ir  conatrnctioa  of  the  Confederation. 

On  oonetniotkiiia,  be  obeerred,  it  waa  to  be 
bmented  that  they  slionld  ever  be  neoeeHair ; 
bat  they  bad  heen  made;  be  instanced  uie 
power  <x  naDOTaUHty,  which  liad  been  an  act 
of  the  three  braocbea,  and  baa  not  been  com- 
idained  of  It  waa  at  least  aa  impwtant  a  one 
i«  the  preaent 

Bnt  tlie  conatmotion  now  proposed,  he  con- 
tended, WM  an  eaay  and  nataral  oonatmotion. 
Beearring  to  the  collection  law,  he  obeerred, 
tiiat  it  waa  by  oonstraction  that  the  receipts  are 
ordered  to  be  made  in  gold  and  alTer. 

Tith  respeot  to  creating  a  mass  of  capital,  be 
snjqKNed  jnst  and  upright  national  measures 
woold  create  a  will  to  form  this  capital. 

AdTerting  to  the  Idea  that  Oongress  has  not 
the  power  to  eetabliab  companies  with  exolnsive 
priTilegee,  be  obeerred,  that  by  the  amendments 
propoeed  ^  New  Hampehire,  Massacbnsetta, 
and  New  York,  It  jdain?  appears  that  these 
Btatee  considered  that  dongrese  does  possess 
thepower  to  eetahliab  snch  companies. 

The  oonsUtatioii  veeta  Oongrees  with  power 
to  dispose  ot  certain  property  in  lands,  and  to 
make  aQ  naefU  mles  and  rt^nlationa  for  that 
pnrpoae ;  can  ita  power  be  lees  orer  one  speoies 
ct  ita  own  property  than  over  another  t 

mth  respect  to  siring  prefraenoe  to  one  State 
onr  another  be  obserred,  that  ten  yeara  hence 
tbe  Beat  of  Oovemment  is  to  be  on  the  Poto- 
mac, and  whereTOT  the  Government  is  Qnally 
Battled,  the  place  will  enjoy  saperior  advant^- 
get ;  bat  atill  tbe  Government  most  go  thither, 
and  tiie  pbeea  not  enjoying  thoee  advantages 
mnatbe  satided. 

It  ia  aaii  we  mnst  not  pass  a  problematical 
bilL  wUch  la  Uable  to  a  sopervinon  by  tin 
Jndgea  <rf  the  Sopreme  Oomt ;  bnt  he  oon- 
eei^d  tbere  was  no  force  in  ttda,  aa  those 
Joditee  a»  inveatad  by  the  OoostitnUon  with  a 
pow«r  to  pan  their  Judgment  on  all  laws  that 
iy  be  passed. 

It  Is  bM  that  tUe  law  may  interibre  with  the 
8lst«  Geremmanta;  bnt  tbu  may  or  may  not 
be  tbe  coee;  and  In  aD  iMerterenee  of  the  kind 
the  pardenlar  tntereet  of  a  State  mnst  give  way 
to  tbe  general  intenBt. 

With  reqMct  to  the  eorpontion  possesHng 
Aa  poww  of  poaring  lawo,  tUa,  he  obeerred,  to 


the  instance  of  the  Weetem  Territory,  Congreea 
have  exercised  tbe  power  of  instituting  corpo- 
rations or  bodies  politic,  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent. 

He  defended  the  right  of  Congreea  to  pnr- 
chaae  and  possess  property,  and  anoted  a  pas- 
sage in  the  CoDstitntion  to  show  that  they  poe- 
•ees  this  right. 

He  then  toncbed  cm  tbe  expediency  of  banks, 
and  of  that  proposed  in  puticnlar.  The  ad' 
vantages  generally  derived  from  these  institn- 
tiona,  be  believed,  applied  peculiarly .  to  this 
ooDntrjr.  He  noticed  uie  obfeotion  iVom  banka 
banisbmg  the  spede ;  be  said  the  snrplns  onh 
would  be  sent  ont  of  the  oonntry;  out  is  ft 
given  awayt  No,  sir,  it  is  sent  off  tor  artidca 
wbich  are  wanted,  and  which  will  enriob  tbe 
oonntry. 

With  respeot  to  a  mn  on  tbe  Bank,  he  men- 
tioned the  circnmstancee  nnder  which  those 
rnns  on  the  British  banks,  which  had  been 
noticed,  took  place ;  and  sliowed  there  was  no 
parallel  that  wonld  prohaUy  ever  take  {daoe  in 
this  conntry. 

For  several  parti  cnlars  he  showed  that  the  oh- 

tiction  which  arose  from  tbe  United  8tatee  not 
Bving  a  good  bargain  by  tbe  system  was  not 
well  founded.  He  then  mentioned  the  pecnKar 
advantages  wMcb  the  United  States  will  enjoy 
over  common  snliscribers. 

The  ol^eotion  trosa  banks  bdng  already  estab- 
lished in  tbe  several  States  he  obviated  by  stat- 
ing tbe  mischieCi  which  might  arise  ttom  bb 
ignorance  of  the  sitnation  of  those  banks;  and 
conclnded  by  some  remarks  on  the  inexpedient^ 
of  the  General  Goremment  having  reoonrse  to 
institutions  of  merely  a  local  nature. 

tSr.  Jkjkbcss  said,  tliat  having  been  tbe  per- 
son who  brought  Ibrward  the  eonstitntionel  ol>- 
leotion  against  the  biU,  be  thought  himself 
bound  to  notice  tbe  anewere  which  had  been 
ofiiired  to  that  objection.  Newspaper  aathori- 
tlee,  said  he,  have  heoi  allnded  to,  and  their 
ritenoe  on  tbe  snbject  considered  as  indicating 
the  approbation  a  the  people.  He  wonld  meet 
the  gentiemea  on  tbat  ground ;  and,  though  he 
did  not  confer  newspapers  as  an  anthonty  to 
be  depended  on,  yet  if  opinioite  through  Uist 
channel  wcffe  to  M  regarded,  fae  wonld  refer  the 
gentlemen  to  thoee  of  this  dtr ;  the  expediency 
and  oonsdtntlonaUty  of  the  bUlhave  been  called 
in  qnestion  by  the  newspnierB  of  this  city. 

The  latitude  contended  for  in  oonstnicting  the 
OMMtitntion  on  this  oecarion  be  reprobated  very 
fbUy.  If  tl>e  swe^ing  olaose,  as  it  Is  called,  ex- 
tends to  vesting  Oongresa  with  each  powers,  and 
neoeasar^  and  proper  means  are  an  indispensa- 
ble impbcation  in  the  sense  advanced  by  Uie  ad- 
vooatee  of  the  bUl,  we  shall  soon  be  in  posses- 
sion of  an  poemble  powers,  and  tbe  chart« 
nnder  wbich  we  alt  will  l>e  nothing  bnt  anama. 

This  bill  will  essentially  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  tbe  separate  States,  for  it  is  not  denied 
that  tbey  possess  the  power  of  institating  banks ; 
bnt  the  proposed  oorpontion  will  ed^ee  tha 
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Bank  of  Nortli  AmerkiL  and  oontnTso*  the  in- 
terMU  of  the  indi^dnali  oonoemed  in  it. 

He  then  noticed  tke  •eTeral  wgomenta  drawn 
from  th«  doctrine  irf  implication;  the  riAt  to 
Incorporate  a  Nattooal  Bank  liaa  been  addnoed 
from  the  power  to  r^ae  armies;  bat  he  pre- 
snmed  it  wonld  not  be  contended  that  thia  is  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  national  defanoe.  Kor 
ooold  sQcb  a  power,  in  bis  opii^on,  be  derived 
from  the  riglit  to  borrow  money.  It  hat  been 
tailed  what  the  United  Btatee  could  do  with  the 
sorploi  of  their  rerenoe  witbont  the  oonve- 
nienoe  of  a  bank  In  which  to  depont  it  with  ad' 
vantage  t  For  his  put,  IJion(^  he  wi^ed  to 
anticipate  pleadng  oootirT«)cea,  be  did  tuA,  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  General  Oovem- 
ment  wonM  have  this  «iiperabandBnce  at  ita  dia- 
poftsL  The  rii^t  of  Oongreea  to  pnrobaae  and 
bold  lands  has  been  urged  to  prove  that  tb^ 
can  transfer  thia  power ;  bnt  the  General  Qov- 
emment  is  ezrareael;  restricted  in  the  exerdae  ^ 
this  power;  toe  oonaent  <^  the  partumlar  Btate 


lonppolv ; 
ddebt;  I 


to  the  purchase  for  partioolar  poipoees  only  i 
reimiMt«;  thewpDrpoaesaredesgnatedfiooLa 
bnuding  light-honsea,  erecting  arsenals,  Ao, 

It  haa  been  said  that  banks  may  exist  witbont 
a  charter ;  bnt  that  this  incorporation  is  neces- 
aary  in  order  that  it  may  have  a  hold  on  the 
Govermneot.  Mr.  J.  strongly  reprobated  thla 
idea.  He  was  astonished  to  bear  aooh  a  dec- 
laration, and  hoped  that  inch  ideas  would  prt^- 
vent  a  muority  of  the  House  from  passing  a 
that  wonld  thus  establish  a  perpetnal  moi 
we  have,  said  he,  I  belleTB,  a  parpetnal 
hope  we  shall  not  have  a  perpetnal  corporation. 
That  was  it  drova  onr  forefuhere  to  tnis  oonn- 
tryl  Was  it  not  the  eocleriastioal  oorpci«ti<Kis 
and  perpetnal  monopoliw  of  England  and  Soot- 
land)  Shall  we  snffer  the  same  evils  to  exist  in 
this  oonatry  instead  of  taking  every  po«ible 
method  to  encoorage  the  increase  of  emiarants 
to  settle  among  nst  For  if  we  astablisn  the 
precedent  now  before  as,  there  is  no  saying 
vbere  it  will  slap. 

The  power  to  regulate  trade  Is  said  to  involve 
this  as  a  neccaaary  means ;  bat  the  powara  con- 
aeqneat  on  this  express  power  are  roeoified, 
anoh  as  regulating  hght-honaea,  shipe,  harbors, 
&0.  It  has  been  imq  that  OoDgr«as  has  bor- 
rowed money ;  this  shows  that  there  is  no  n&- 
oeeuty  of  institatiog  any  new  bank,  those  al- 
ready establishad  having  been  found  sufficient 
for  the  purpose.'  He  denied  the  right  of  Otm- 
gress  to  establiab  banks  at  the  permanent  seat 
of  Government,  or  on  those  sandheaps  men- 
tioned yesterday ;  tor  if  they  should,  tlwy  oonld 
not  force  the  turcnlatioo  of  their  p^ter  one  inch 
beyond  the  limits  of  thoea  places.  But  it  is 
said,  if  OoDgress  con  estebUsb  tunks  in  those 
utuations,  the  qneetion  beoomes  a  queation  at 
place,  and  not  i^  principle ;  from  hence  it  is  in- 
ferred that  the  power  mav  be  axerdsed  in  any 
other  part  of  the  United  BUUs.  This  appeared 
to  him  to  involve  a  verf  dangeroua  oonatniction 
of  the  powwt  veBt«d  in  the  General  Govera- 


Adverting  to  the  powen  of  Oongrea  In  ta- 
Rwot  to  the  finances  of  the  Unioti,  be  obseml 
tnot  those  powers  did  not  warrant  the  adt^ittai 
of  whatever  meosares  they  thoo^t  pnyw.  . 
"Hie  conatitution  has  restrtoted  the  exeraae  d 
those  fiscal  powers ;  Oongreas  cansot  lay  a  ptJI 
ta^  oor  impoae  dutiea  on  exports ;  j^  tbM 
ondouhtedly  relate  to  Om  finanoefl. 

llie  power  exercised  in  rainect  to  the  Weeten 
Territory,  be  obaarved,  had  r^rence  to  pn- 
perty  already  belonging  to  the  Unitad  Btatai; 
It  ^>es  not  refer  to  property  to  be  purobsM^ 

)r  does  it  authorize  the  purohaaa  of  any  addi- 
dtmai  property ;  beside^  ue  powers  are  eiVM 
and  definite,  laA  the  axerciae  of  them  in  muiif 
needflil  rales  and  regnlalioBBin  the  govenuant 
of  that  Territory  iota  not  intM-fere  with  Uia 
'  any  of  J)w  reqwctive  Btataa, 

domed  the  neoeaidt?  of  the  popond 

Institnljon ;  and  noticing  the  obaovatbn  of  Ifr. 
Aua,  that  it  ma  dongwona  oa  matters  ti  bo- 
pcrtauoa  not  to  give  an  oidnion,  obaarred  tM 
be  could  conceive  of  no  dangar  that  would  rs- 
suit  from  pcetponing  that  conetructuHi  of  ths 
ooDstitntioa  now  contended  for  to  some  fttori 
Oongres,  who,  when  the  neoeauty  at  a  banking 
institution  ahall  be  tppanat,  will  be  as  oompe- 
tent  to  the  decision  as  the  praaent  House. 

Allndiiig  t«  the  frequent  repreeoatatieDi  rf 
the  Hourisning  condition  of  the  ooantiy,  b*  in- 
fened  that  this  ihows  the  ncoeadtj  of  the  pro 
poeed  lostitutioa  do«e  not  exist  at  the  pnMit 

•■ — *—  then,  should  we  be  anf-'--' — *- 

rations  f    State  iMnka  b 


time ;  why,  then,  should  we  be  antioipatau  for 
Aiture  nnerations  f  Stal«  Iwnka  he  eonriderel 
preferable  to  a  National  Bank,  aa  ooonteriM 
can  be  det«ot«d  in  the  States;  bnt  if  yon  est^ 
liah  a  National  Bank,  the  checks  will  be  forni 
only  in  the  dty  of  Fluladdphia  or  Oodooo- 
cheague.  He  pused  a  enlo^am  on  the  Bank 
d  Pennsylvama;  the  stookholdera,  said  be,  ire 
not  tpeenlaton;  they  have  the  solid  edn  do 
pontad  in  their  vanlte. 

He  adverted  to  the  [weamble  aikd  context  cl 
the  oonstitntion,  and  aaaerted  that  thia  oonUit 
la  to  he  interpreted  by  the  raieral  powen  vxr 
taiaed  in  the  instrnment.  KoUdiu  the  adna- 
tagee  which  it  had  been  aaid  woud  aecme  to 
the  TToited  States  ftvm  the  Bonk,  he  asked,  it 
the  United  States  going  to  oonunanoe  stockjob- 
bing I  The  "gMiaral  welfiffe"  are  the  t»* 
words  that  are  to  involve  and  Justify  the  la- 
snmption  of  every  powar.  Bnt  what  is  Ilii> 
genual  wel&rel  It  ia  the  welEaie  ctf  Philadd- 
phia,  New  York,  and  Boston;  tor  as  to  tht 
States  of  Georgia  and  New  E«npahire,  Aef 
may  as  well  be  out  of  the  Union  for  anyadvai^ 
tages  tbey  will  receive  fiwn  the  institatioii. 
He  rq)robated  tbe  idea  of  the  United  States  de- 
riving any  emolument  from  the  Bank,  and  mwa 
espeoiolljr  he  reprobated  the  infiuenoa  which  It 
wsa  deeiRDcd  the  GovenuBeot  should  e^of 
by  it.  He  aaid  the  Banks  ot  Venice  and  Aat- 
Bterdam  were  founded  on  difftreot  princi^M< 
In  the  famous  Bank  of  Venioe, Uion^  theOoV- 
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were  to  be  bnine^atalr  ooaoerned  In  thore,  and 


Th«  Bank  ol  iuuterdain  wm  under  the  en- 
tire direction  of  the  bn^tnnuten,  who  ■lone 
bad  the  power  of  nuUng  by-laws  for  Hi  reg- 
aiation.  This  power,  In  the  bUl,  was  given  ap 
hj  OoTemment,  rurj  mpivpmly  be  thon^t, 
•ad  was  to  be  ezerdaed  b;  tbia  rtookjobbers. 

The  Freoob  Bank,  be  added,  was  fint  eatab- 
fiahed  npon  ptaper  piteoii^  aad  flonriAed, 
bat  afUrwarda  Moune  a  royal  bank;  mnoh 
paper  was  inbvdooed,  wbkdi  deatiOTed  ttie 
wHaliUnbmnnf.  and  was  near  overaetoag  the 


The  boility  at  borrowing  be  depreoi^ ;  it 
"win  involTe  Qw  TTniaa  in  Irretrierable  debts ; 
tba  ftieSStj  (4  borrowing  ia  but  snother  name 
fcr  antidpation,  which  wBI  In  ita  eOeots  de- 
prive the  wverDment  of  the  power  to  control 
fta  rerenaaa;  tbej  will  be  mortgaged  to  dM 
(reffiton  of  tbo  Ooveramoit.  L^  na  beware 
of  fiidlowlng  the  uam]^  of  Great  Britain  In 
tbw  recpeet.  He  said,  ondne  adrantagee  bad 
bwB  taktfi  in  predpitataag  the  measiire,  and 
Hm  reasonaUe  pR^Oiition  i!eq)ecUii«  the  State 
debta  is  not  admitted.  This  I  oonMer  as  par- 
tial and  n^Jost. 

A  gmtleman  ftom  Vli^^nla  has  well  obeerred 
dtat  we  appear  to  be  dirided  t^  a  Mt^raf&ioal 
IfaM ;  not  a  gentleman  aoaraely  to  the  eastward 
of  %  eertdn  line  la  oppoaed  to  the  Bank,  and 
irbm  ia  the  oentleman  to  the  santbwoM  that 
ia  ftx-  itt  Tbia  ideal  line  will  bare  a  tendency 
to  en^diafa  a  real  difFerence.  He  added  ' 
mcce  obecrratioDe,  and  eondnded  by  art,  _ 
p(Mtpoo«iieat,  if  any  regaid  was  to  be  had  to 
Uta  trencpiillity  rf  tbe  lAiion. 

Mr.  BovnooT  said  be  meant  to  con 
a^  to  two  or  three  great  pcnnta  on  which  the 
whole  argoment  amieared  to  bim  to  rest  He 
ao&Bidered  the  obJeoUona  to  &e  UU  as  pointed 
a^inat  its  constittt(i<malIty  and  ita  expedleney. 
It  waa  eaaential,  he  obserred,  that  every  mem- 
ber riionld  be  aatisfled,  as  &r  as  ponlbla,  of  the 
fint;  fbrbowero-  expedient  it  might  be,  if  It 
was  eleaiif  nnoonstitntjonal,  the  bill  ihoald 
nerer  receive  the  sanction  of  the  repraaenta- 
ttTM  of  tbe  people.  He  wonld,  In  a  great 
anraimrn.  refer  its  ezpedlenoy,  if  oonstitntioaa], 
to  the  experience  of  every  gentleman  of  the 
Hooaa,  aa  the  moet  gatirfsctoTy  proof  on  tbat 
head,  and  he  conceived  there  was  no  need  of 
mneh  argnment  in  mpport  at  its  dednon.  The 
Irst  qsestim  then  wsa,  is  OcngreK  verted  with 
a  power  to  Kraut  the  privilegw  ODntatned  in 
dM  bmt  Thit  is  denied,  and  ooght  to  be 
pored.  In  order  to  show  in  what  manner 
dria  aot^ect  had  stmek  his  mind,  ha  first  laid 
down  these  principlee : 

Whatever  power  ia  exerdsed  bv  Oongress 
nmst  b«  drawn  ftom  tbe  omutitntum;  eHber 
from  the  exprees  w(»^  or  ^tparent  meai^g, 
or  bxim  •  neoeasary  Implie^lon  arising  fhnn 
tbe  obviona  intuit  of  tlw  ftamers. 

Thst  whatever  powers  (vested  bwetofbre  in 
WBj  in^vidoal  State)  not  granted  b;  this  fn- 


Btroment,  are  still  in  tbe  people  of  such  State, 
snd  osnnot  be  exercieed  by  Congress.  That 
whatever  implioaldon  destroys  the  principle  of 
the  constitution  ought  to  be  rejected.  That  in 
coostraiag  an  instrament,  the  different  parts 
ought  to  be  so  expotmded  as  to  Kive  meaning 
to  every  part  whioh  wQl  admit  of  it. 

Having  ststed  these  preKminariee,  1&.  B. 
proceedwl  Wt  inqnire  wiiat  were  the  powera  st- 
'  mpted  to  be  exercised  by  this  uUt     For, 

itil  tbe  powers  were  knows,  the  (^Bcetioa  oil 
oonstitntioDsJity  could  not  be  detarmmed. 

By  it  Oongreas  was  abont  to  eierdse  tbe 
power  of  IncorpMvting  oert^n  individaals, 
thereby  eetablishing  s  bulking  oompany  for  sno- 
oeaftuiy  eondaeliDg  tbe  finances  of  the  nation. 

Tbe  next  inaniry  is,  what  righta  will  this 
company  e^y  in  tbb  new  character,  thst  tbey 
do  not  enjoy  independent  of  tt  t  Every  iDdivi- 
dnsleitisen  had  an  undoubted  right  to  purchase 
and  hold  property,  both  real  snd  pereonsl,  to 
any  amount  whatever ;  to  dispose  of  this  pro- 
perty to  whom  and  on  what  terms  he  plessedj 
to  l^d  his  money  on  l^al  interset  to  any  per- 
aoa  willing  to  take  tbe  same;  snd  indeed  to 
exenttse  every  power  over  his  proper^  that 
wsa  contained  in  tbe  bill.  Individual  cltizena, 
then,  having  these  powers,  might  also  aaeodate 
together  in  ocwnpany  or  oopartnerahip,    and 


tgether  m  ocwnpany  or  oopartneraliip,  and 
io&tly  exercising  the  game  rights,  might  b<dd 
lands  in  joint  tenancy,  or  as  t^ants  in  common, 
to  any  amount  whatever;,  mi^t  put  any  mm 
of  numey  into  Joint  stock ;  mleht  issne  their 
notes  to  any  amount ;  might  meJce  by-laws  or 
articles  of  copartnenhip  for  their  own  govern- 
ment;  and,  finaQy,  might  set  op  a  bank  to  any 
amount,  however  great,  and  no  authority  in 
the  Government  oonld  legally  interfere  with 
the  exercise  of  theee  rights.  The  great  diSbr- 
enoe  between  this  private  association  of  dli- 
cens,  in  their  individusl  capacities,  and  tbe 
company  to  be  created  by  this  bill,  and  which 
is  held  np  in  so  dangerous  a  light,  ia,  that  the 
one  eiposea  the  company  to  tbe  neoeedty  <^ 
nnng  each  indiridual's  name  in  all  thdr  trans- 
actions ;  snita  mnst  be  bronght  in  all  their 
names;  deeds  mnat  be  taken  and  given  in  like 
manner;  each  one  in  bis  private  eetate  is  liable 
for  the  defenlt  of  the  rest ;  the  death  of  a  mem- 
ber dissolves  tbe  partnership  aa  to  him ;  and  for 
want  of  apolitical  existence  the  □nioD  may  be 
^asolved  by  soy  part  of  its  members,  and  of 
ooorae  many  obviona  inconveniences  nnisl  be 
BuSered  merely  of  an  official  kind.  By  the  bill 
theee  difflcnltiea  are  to  be  removed  by  convey- 
Ing  three  qualities  to  them, 

1st,  Individuality,  or  constHoting  a  number 
of  dtizena  into  one  legal  artificial  body,  capa- 
ble by  a  fletitioos  name  of  exercising  the  rights 
of  an  individnal. 

9d,  Irre^>onaibRity  in  their  individnal  capa- 
ei^,  not  being  answerable  beyond  tbe  joint 
MpitaL 

Sd.  Doratrillty,  or  a  political  exi^«noe  tx  ft 
certain  tJtne,  not  to  be  affected  by  the  natural 
death  al  ita  membera. 


Goo'^lc 


ABftnWMBRT  or  TBI 


and  the  righto  ooBve7«d. 

ooavenieat  ui4  adTUtfigaoiu  to  tb*  wnmnhy. 

bat  of  trifling  importutM  when  aonndeiM  as  t 


It ):«  (tf  anj  importtBc*  to  t]ie  St&U  Krhetker  a 
Bomber  of  il»  dtixene  are  ocundered,  is  Ugal 
ooDtempIatioB,  w  united  in  ui  individuki  m|i*- 
dtr,  or  wptnttlj  as  lo  nun;  in^vidQal8,«4«- 
daDj  if  the  pnblio  w«tJ  is  ihwtfay  prgmotedt 
Bj  tb<^  irMsponutuUtj  being  known,  eveiy 
panoa  dealing  nitii  th^  gi^^  bia  taoit  ooi^ 
Mot  to  the  prinouile,  and  it  becmnes  part  ef 
tbeoootiaot.  And  l^pdiUcal  dar^oa  tbafar 
powers  and  abilitiea  are  united,  and  ^w'  rigbta 
rcttrictad,  w  u  to  pravent  anv  danger  that 
might  arise  frim  the  exeraise  cS  Uteir  Joint  oat- 
BMU  right,  not  only  aa  to  the  anwoat  of  tMr 
oapital^  but  as  to  tba  bj-law«  tb«j  may  Make 
for  their  goTemment 

A  private  biok  oonld  maka  ooiitzaota  tritb 
tLe  Govemmwit,  and  Uie  Goverament  with 
them,  to  ailloteatB  and  parpoaee,  as  |^t«t  and 
impt^tant  at  a  pablic  bank,  would  tbeir  oapital 
admit  of  it ;  thioogh  the;  wonXd  not  poeaeea 
•nob  qnaEtJea  aa  to  Jnatiif  the  coofldonoe  of 
Qovanunent,  by  depending  on  tbem  in  a  time 
of  daoger  and  seoetsitf .  This  might  put  it  hi  the 

-.    -  ,  with  _ 

the  oapUl  -whea  moat  needed.  To  prarent 
this,  and  manT  other  ineonTenleiMBB,  it  la  na- 
eeeaary  that  a  bank  £>r  the  porpoaea  at  Govere- 
ment  ahould  be  a  l^iilly  arbfioial  body,  poMMa- 
ing  the  l^ee  qoalitiw  above  mantioaAd. 

Mr.  B.  tliea  took  up  the  oonstjtatioa,  to  see 
if  tht>  simple  power  waa  not  furly  to  be  dnwn 
hj  necesBtU7  implication  &<xa  those  vested  b; 
this  instnuoent  in  the  l^islatira  aathority  w 
the  United  Btates.  It  seta  onl  in  the  pieamUa 
with  dadaring  the  general  ptupoaee  for  which  it 
wasfbrmed:  "The  inaaranoe  of  domestic  tn»- 
^nilUtj,  proviaon  for  the  oenunao  deftaoa,  and 
pKMnolJon  <it  the  general  veLbre."  Theas  are 
the  prominent  features  ot  this  inslnunent,  and 
are  oonfirmed  a&d  enlarged  by  the  SDOoifio  gruile 
In  the  l>ody  of  it,  where  the  loinci^ee  on  whioh 
the  Legislature  should  raat  ut«r  Ukur  prooosd- 
inga  ^re  more  fully  laid  down,  and  the  diTiaion 
of  power  to  be  exercised  by  the  general  and 
narticnlar  GoTammente  distuctly  mailed  oqL 
By  the  8th  section,  Oongreasbas  powto'  "  to  lery 
tasea,  pay  debts,  proTide  for  the  oommon  Si- 
fbnce  and  general  v-eUare,  declaro  war,  raiaa 
and  inpport  armies,  Movide  for  and  munttun 
a  oaTy;''  and  aa  uie  means  to  aooomplisb 
tbesa  important  ends,  "to  borrow  mon^," 
and  flually,  "  to  make  all  laws  neoeasary  and 
proper  for  cariying  into  exeontion  the  fore- 
going powers."  ijet  ns,  than,  inqure,  is  the 
coDstitatii^  a  pablio  bank  netMssary  to  these 
Important  and  easendal  ends  <^Oo7emment> 
If  ao,  the  right  to  exardse  the  power  mnat  bs 
in  the  sui«eme  Let^latnre. 

He  arsQod  Chat  the  pow«i'  waa  not  ouat^ed 


in  eatpnw  wwd^fcat  dwt  tt  was  imusa wiflj 
deduced  by  the  etrangest  and  Mgat  daoUva  is- 
pUoatkn,  bse«MS  ha  «aM«>ded  AtX  it  was  a 


NaesMaiy  inwHeattnn  I 
thepowertol^andMOaDt  t^NM  and  taxs^ 
to  estahlidt  oSem  its- Ibft  coOeeiiai,  to  infliat 
penaUta  a^Jast  Ihaas  «h>  Aoidd  Mkaod  Iks 
nvenna,  toobUae  »ws«ls  to  «l«  at  vm  pivt 
Mid  deliver  la  aastber:  sn^feotad  than  1» 
Tsriona  eownsBNa  ta  tMr  jiwuiawriiiff,  Ibr 
wUch.  the  Awnaca  wero  BMda  to  pay  f  sm  ks 
ocMiaeivad  tkat  it  waa  vst  u  fftat  aa  «xartfaa 
at  power  by  imptioatiMi  teinocMpantaaeaB^ 
pai^fcr  tlw  pwpMS  «f  a  tik  Haaltods- 
daced'lheri^tfrao)  th*pow«vofpqingdebt^ 
rsi^ig  armiaa,  pDovidlng  inr  tho  giMrai  wit 
&re  «d  aoBuea  dsCtnee,  ftr  wUdi  tbay  wtn 
to  botrow  aMB^.  AUthas  awnwsnriTy  tnatsis 
tit  right  «f  niim  vrm  proper  aad  amsi— ^ 
iMMM  to  iiiiiiiiiiiiiiJi  Misaa  iiiiiiaaaij  isiili  a 
is  «ertian,k  saidT^  mimt  nnst  ka  niMd 
froDs  the  paiqila.  This  ewM  not  ba  dome  fei 
■wnawtteiant  foe  4b  aslgBoslesof  Oovarnao* 
in  aooumr  wkwa  tba  pmnoaa  metds  were  IS 
soaroe  aa  In  this.  Tke  Ptoaia  in  gaaard  an 
poor  when  oempared  with  fairaf  isn  natkaa; 
(bM  have  «wiMenMM  to  aAdaaaad  onUvate; 
taua  nmst  ka  laid  witk  praiawn,  aad  oafieaial 
witib  dtocretioB;  tk»  actieipadon  Ot  tba  van- 
nac^  tiMcefcn^  b(y  koftoving  laenef ,  bacsais 
abadnteJiy  BMoeawy.  If  so,  Aea  w  Ifaa  ao^l- 
tntHmhadnoU^edAedtlMnuMurafboRowlag; 
•r  frou  whom  the  loan  was  to  ke  ebtainad,  dw 
aofowBe  LM^Jatoraof  tba  Oidsn  wara  ui  Cbsm 
it  was  tbcfr  daty,  to  fix  m  die  best  nodsst 
efiectiag  the  pnrpoaes  ot  tkw-  appcto&weafc 
FaribwaaaaanBdpriBei^thattniao  a  gen- 
eral nowM  is  iprantod,  aod  the  maana  an  Mt 


)  trust  is  rtpoaad,  prorMad 
thaydft  wit  aAspt  toana  aspnsih'  ftrUddaw 

Tha  pnUio  dafwi)^  or  gsaoal  wmia,  Tasting 
on  me  aanud  sapiditB  frbtn  aaeartsda  tanaoMt 
would  aiMae  tke  Tar;  anriatomea  of  tba  tamf 
mwl^.  It  is  thada^of  tkaaa  towbcan  tks 
pao^  faave  aommlttad  this  power  teprqian  la 
time  (tf  peaca  fiv  IhaAeoeesa;  delEBDa  tat  a  tiaa 
ofwar.  HuUbIW  States  an  now  h«%ta 
aetatwofpaaoe;  bat  it  iraa  knaoasiUa  M  aay 
oaa  to  e^y  bow  long  it  wew  oontimin.  m 
prudent  managamant  It  ni^  ba  long  pNaem£ 
nt  thisptadenasttmiBted  in  brincuwaya  fbaad 
in  a  state  of  preparation  te  dclbiM  oar  ODanlir. 
The  ooaatttaUos  eontaa^latea  tUa  mr  dMy 
by  antbraUng  OoagMas  to  javTida  for  tli 
MnoMB  dofcnos  ^borrowing  muiey.  Why 
borrow  money  t  An  nat  tka  aaaoal  mtcoms 
snSdentt  ItmlAtWMvW  JMCUngwaatobo 
attended  to  bat  latonul  wiatai  bnt  tba  oo»- 
moa  defeaos  Md  gwsni  w«l&r«  k>adl7  call  fcr 
that  prorisoa  wbtch  iryi  proAua  a  «outaiH 
gawd  on  axteraal  anauiea  sikd  intenal  iaav- 
reotiona.  To  thin  MuiiBgaiy  end  it  baeoaMS 
Coagrato  to  [aovide  that  the  nrnaassymeaaa 
■atyfaa  idw^a  at  faaaiO,  k;  betag  ^la  to  «■ 
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it  qfike  UnHtd  aiami. 


[H.  <W  R. 


their  citiieM  «nd  provide  their  support  while 
aogaged  in  the  defence  of  tiieir  common  oonu- 
trj.  Thie  can  be  done  only  by  borrowlDg 
money,  which  iamually  of  citizens  or  foreigners; 
if  of  Uie  first,  it  ma«t  be  from  iudividoala  or 
from  private  banks :  will  it  be  pnident  to  trost 
to  mtiierf  Loans  from  individnala  were  at- 
twnpted  daring  the  war,  when  patriotdnn  pro- 
duced a  will  in  some  lenders,  and  others  wen 
(^ad  to  get  rid  of  a  depreoiatiiig  p^>er  onrren<7 
almost  on  any  terms  whatever. 

Bnt  even  these  lotUB,  aming  Srom  this  p^>er 
roedimn  with  which  the  market  was  gjntted, 
were  altt^ether  insofflcieat ;  and  by  one  ohange 
of  drcnnutanoes  every  hope  was  precloded  if 
bcdng  any  way  Bnooeeefitl  in  proonring  money 
from  tliat  Bonroe.  The  drcDmetanoes  of  in- 
dividual^ too,  in  this  country  are  anch,  when 
oompared  with  the  wants  of  a  nadon,  as  to 
randw"  the  aonrce  too  vagne  and  nnoertain  to 
rely  upon ;  and  it  wonld  be  a  most  improvident 
axeontion  of  the  powere  granted  for  the  ezprees 
pnrpoae  of  the  common  defence  and  general 
wol&re.  Private  banks  are  almost  as  iiiaaeqnat« 
to  the  oliject,  and  for  reasons  already  given, 
were  neither  to  be  depended  on  for  will  or  oap- 
Ital  as  to  the  nwty  for  the  principal  wants  of 
Government,  They  are  generally  established 
tar  eommerdal  pnrpoeee,  and  on  capitals  not 
alwajv  sufficient  for  them.  If  they  should  be 
prevailed  npon  at  any  time  to  attempt  to  simply 
the  demanda  of  a  nation  at  war,  it  must  be  from 
a  general  oombinalion  (^  their  whole  stocka,  to 
the  destraotion  of  the  ori^al  deagns  of  thdr 
several  institntiona.  This  ought  not  to  be  ez- 
peoted;  for  as  far  as  it  goee  to  the  depresdon  of 
the  mercantile  interest^  so  fkr  it  is  it^jnrions  to 
the  Govenmrait;  beddes,  a  dependenoe  upon 
noh  a  cMDbinatJon  would  be  impobtio,  both 
frmn  its  glowneea  and  uncertainty.  The  votes 
of  ft  few  individuals  afi^oted  by  local,  selfish,  tx 
ftdverse  peptics,  tnidit  endanger  the  whole  peo- 
ide.  Bach  a  dependenoe  ought  not  to  be  attrib- 
Btad  to  the  wise  framen  of  the  oonstitntion, 
nnthw  does  the  language  warrant  it  Bnt 
faraigii  loftna  have  been  mentioned,  as  a  proper 
•oaroe  for  this  purpose.  The  imprudence  of 
placing  the  common  defence  of  a  nadon  on  the 
will  of  those  who  have  no  interest  in  its  wel&re 
la  a  good  answer  to  this  observation.  Wonld  it 
be  i^odeot  to  trust  a  foreigner,  perhaps  a  rival, 
If  not  an  enony,  with  your  supply  of  what  has 
cmpbatioally  been  called  the  sinews  of  wart 
VonU  it  not  en>oee  os  to  exorbitant  demands, 
and  often  a  renisal)  Uany  adventdtions  dr- 
CDmstaneee  of  a  war,  increasmg  demands  fimm 
■n  qnartets,  aoardlj  of  coin,  and  difflenlty  of 
oatnmunioatioD,  as  well  as  the  intriguee  of 
eooTte,  all  loudly  oppoae  tiie  measure,  as  con- 
trary to  the  s;»rit  and  meaning  of  a  provision 
fa  the  common  defenoe  and  general  welfare. 
Xhe  only  resort  then,  he  oouoeived,  was  by  a 
tknety  provision  to  seonre  institutions  at  home 
from  which  loans  might  be  obtained  at  all  times 
on  moderate  terms,  and  to  snoh  amount  as  the 
neoeasty  of  Iha  Sttrte  mi^  require.  Bnt  gen- 
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tlemen  say  that  the  constitution  doce  not  ex- 
preeely  warrant  the  establishment  of  such  a 
oorporation.  If  by  Kcvreiilv,  express  words  are 
meant,  it  is  agreed  that  there  are  no  express 
words;  and  this  is  the  case'with  most  of  the 
powers  exercised  by  Oongren ;  for  if  the  doc- 
trine of  neceesarr  implication  is  r^ected,  be  did 
not  see  what  the  sopreme  Legislature  of  the 
Union  could  do  in  that  character.  If  this  poww 
is  not  oleariy  given  in  the  oonstitntion  by  neoes- 
sary  implication,  then  is  a  necessary  end  pro- 
poeed  and  directed,  while  the  common  and  usual 
necessary  means  to  attain  that  end  are  refbsed, 
or  at  least  not  granted. 

Ut.  B.  was  ormly  of  opinion  that  a  National 
Bank  was  the  neoeeeory  means,  witboot  wbioh 
the  end  ooidd  not  be  obtained.  Theory  proved 
it  so  in  his  opinion,  and  the  experience  of  the 
Union  in  a  day  of  distress  had  fally  confirmed 
the  theory.  The  Stmggles  of  the  friends  of 
freedom  during  the  late  contest  had  nearly  been 
rendered  abortive  for  want  of  this  wd.  That 
danger  which  was  then  so  hardly  avoided  be- 
came a  solemn  memento  to  this  House  to  provide 
against  a  similar  case  of  naoeesity.  This  was 
the  time  to  do  it  with  advantage,  being  in  snoh 
profound  peace.  He  had  not  heard  any  argu- 
ment by  which  it  was  proved  that  individnals, 
private  bouks,  or  foreigners,  oontd  with  saf^ 
and  propriety  be  depended  on  ss  the  efficient  and 
neceesarv  means  for  so  important  a  purpoee. 
AlthongQ  money  was  at  )»'eeeut  plentiful  in 
Ejoope,  and  might  be  borrowed  on  easy  term^ 
it  might  not  be  so  to-morrow,  in  esse  a  war 
should  break  out,  and  our  Deoeeeities  become 
presmng.  Ue  again  enumerated  the  harmlea 
qualities  with  which  it  was  proposed  to  vest  the 
bank  corporation,  by  the  bul  on  the  table,  fbr 
the  important  purposee  of  the  common  defence 
and  g^eral  weUu«.  Gentiemen  had  not  yet 
pointed  oot  any  danger  oridng  to  the  oommu- 
nity,  neither  did  he  think  it  possible  that  any 
could  ever  be  mentioned  equal  to  those  of  suffw- 
iug  the  Government  to  depend  on  individuals 
or  private  btrnks  for  loans  in  a  day  of  distrew. 

But  it  was  said  that  this  bill  gave  the  corpo- 
ration a  right  to  hold  real  property  in  a  State, 
which  Co^Tess  had  no  power  to  do.  The  terms 
of  the  biU  are  misapprehended;  this  is  a  right 
which  has  been  alrouly  shown,  attaches  to  the 
citiiens  individually,  or  in  their  associated  capa- 
city; the  bill,  therefore,  doee  no  more  than  to 
vest  a  number  with  an  artificial  single  capacity 
nnder  a  fictitious  name,  and  by  that  name  to 
hold  lands,  make  by-lawa,  Sco.;  all  which  ther 
might  have  done  before  as  citizens  in  a  col- 
lective capadliy.  So  far  from  giving  a  new 
power,  their  or^[inal  individn^  righte  ar«  limited 
for  the  public  safety  as  to  tiie  amount  of  thur 
stock  and  the  dm»tion  (tf  tbrir  eriatence. 

Hi.  B.  then  prooeeded  to  dte  numerous  In- 
stanoea'of  powers  exereised  by  Oongreea  during 
the  last  two  years,  dedoced  under  tiie  constitu- 
tion bj[  neoesaary  implication,  to  abow  the  utter 
impossibility  of  carrying  any  one  provinon  ot 
that  antbonty  into  exeontioii  tor  tiw  boufit  tt 
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the  people  withoat  thk  reaMiuble  ktitade  of 
eotutrnotion.  He  also  adverted  to  some  in- 
■tanoes  of  the  like  conduct  under  the  former 
Confederation.  It  had  been  urged  that  the  new 
Oongrew  had  no  rights  or  powers  bat  what  hid 
been  veeted  in  and  given  to  them  by  the  indi- 
vidual BtBtea,  and  therefore  thej  oonld  not 
accept  a  ceeuon  from  Qreat  Bntun  hj  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  the  landa  extending  to  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  because  not  before  included 
in  aaj  individaal  State.  Every  member  was 
■oon  ooDviaoed  d  the  absurdity  (rf  the  arg"- 
meot,  and  by  a  neCMMry  imnlication  estAblished 
the  power  of  the  Confederated  Legislature. 
DoiiDg  the  war  the  Oommander-iu-chief  gave 
a  passport  to  a  British  officer  to  transmit  clo- 
thing to  the  British  prisoners  at  lanoaster.  He 
aoDordingly  conveyed  a  very  large  quantity  cj 
British  eoods  into  Penn^lvania  for  that  pur- 
pose; whioh  being  direouy  agunst  an  express 
law  of  that  Stat«,  they  were  seized  and  oon- 
demned  by  the  proper  magistrate.  On  a  com- 
plaint lo  t^e  Legislature  of  the  State,  (hey 
referred  the  same  to  their  Judicial  officers,  npon 
whose  report  (that  Congress  being  Tested  with 
the  power  of  declaring  war,  the  right  of  giving 
safe  passports  to  an  enemy  was  necessarily  im- 
plied, whicli,  therefore,  was  duly  exercised  by 
thdr  Commander-in-ohie^  thoagh  no  express 
power  was  ^ven  to  him  for  that  purpose)  the 
Legislature  declared  their  law  Erecting  the 
condemnation  of  the  goods  void  ab  intlto,  and 
the  Juclgmeot  of  oondemuation  had  no  effect. 

This  was  also  the  role  that  governed  this 
House  with  r^ard  to  the  removsbUity  of  officers 
by  the  President,  and  the  aothority  given  to  a 
doanoil  to  legislate  for  the  Western  Territorv. 
In  fine,  he  oonolnded,  that  it  was  universally 
imderstood  that  whenever  a  general  power  was 
given,  especially  to  a  supreme  Legislature,  every 
neoeeeary  means  to  carryit  into  execution  were 
Beeesaarily  included.  This  was  the  common 
sense  of  mankiiid,  without  which  it  would  re- 
quire a  multitude  of  volumes  to  contain  the 
origiaal  powers  of  an  increasing  Government 
that  most  aeceoMirily  be  ohan^ng  its  relative 
iitaatioD 'every  year  or  two. 

If  power  was  given  to  raise  an  army,  the 
making  provision  for  all  the  necessary  suppliee 
and  ineidental  charges  was  included.  If  a 
navy  was  to  be  formed,  the  manning  and  sup- 
plying the  warlike  storee  are  neoMsarily  in- 
cluded. If  a  power  is  given  to  borrow  money, 
a  right  to  mortgage  or  pledge  the  public  pro- 

rty  to  secitte  the  repayment  is  onderstood  to 
vested  in  tJie  horrower.  Take  up  the  preaent 
statute  book,  and  every  page  will  afford  evi- 
dence of  this  doctrine.  Examine  the  law  with 
regard  to  crimes  and  punishmente ;  under  the 
power  of  establishing  courts,  we  have  implied 
the  power  of  pnniabing  the  stealing  and  tusitj- 
ing  the  records,  and  ascertained  the  punishment 
of  peijnrv,  bribery,  and  extortion.  Under  the 
power  of  regulating  trade,  we  have  accepted 
ceasioQS  of  real  estate,  and  built  ligfat-housea, 
pter^  &&    All  thia  is  nndai  the  doctrine  of 
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necessary  ImplioatJon  for  the  paUic  good;  aiid 
I  in  cases  not  so  strong  as  the  present,  and  (m  the 
exercise  of  which  no  gentleman  thoc^t  propw 
to  start  this  oifjeotifm. 

This  construction  i^peara  eo  nataral  and  ne- 
cessary, that  the  good  sense  of  every  gentlMoan 
on  the  floor  has  hltheriio  led  him  to  proceed  <hi 
this  principle  ever  rinoe  we  began  to  legislate; 
whatprincipleoftheoonstitDtiondoesitdestroyt 
It  gives  nothing  that  can  affect  the  rights  of  any 
State  or  dtizeu.  Indeed,  it  has  been  sud  that 
it  is  eiereising  a  high  act  of  power ;  he  tbongfat 
it  had  beeu  shown  to  be  rather  of  the  iafancr 
kind ;  but  allow  the  position,  and  who  so  propw 
as  the  Legislature  of  the  whole  Union  to  exertiae 
such  a  power  for  the  general  welfitret  It  bai 
also  been  said  that  t&a  power  is  a  mere  eoa- 
venienoy  for  the  purpose  of  fiscal  t 
but  not  neoeeaary  to  attain  the  ends  p 
in  the  constitution.  This  is  denied,  and  at  bert 
is  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and  must  be  left  fa> 
the  discration  of  the  Le^pskture  to  determine. 

lie.  B.  said,  he  sboidd  now  conclude  what  be 
had  to  say,  had  not  an  honoiable  gentleman 
(Mr.  JaaxsoN)  brought  forward  the  obaervationa 
of  the  author  of  the  FedM-aliit,  vol.  S,  p.  79,  7S, 
74,  to  show  a  different  oontemporaneous  axpo> 
dtion  of  the  constitution,  and  charged  tb» 
author,  who  he  alleged  was  said  to  be  also  the 
author  of  the  present  plan  belbre  tbe  Honse, 
with  a  change  of  sentiment.  As  this  geotlcmaa 
is  not  here  to  speak  for  himself  he  onsfat  to 
have  the  next  best  chanoe  by  having  what  he 
then  wrote  candidly  attended  to,  eq;>ecially  as 
gentlemen  allow  bun  to  be  a  good  authority. 
Hr.  B.  read  only  part  of  the  78d  page  referred 
to  by  Mr.  JaoKSOH,  in  these  words:  "  Had  tbe 
Convention  attempted  a  positive  ennmeratioB 
of  the  powers  neoMsary  and  proper  for  carryiag 
their  other  powers  into  effect,  the  attcoopt 
would  have  involved  a  complete  digest  of  laws 
on  every  saljject  to  whiuk  the  oonstitnticni 
relates;  acoommodated,  too,  not  only  to  tha 
existing  state  of  things,  but  to  all  the  powdUe 
changes  which  ftaturity  may  produce;  for  in 
ever^  new  a(>plicatioa  of  a  general  power,  tha 
particular  powera  which  are  the  means  of  attain- 
ing the  general  power  must  always  necessarily 
var^  with  that  ot^ect,  and  be  often  properly 
vaned  whilst  the  olgect  remuns  the  same. 
How  these  sentiments  can  lie  said  to  be  a  difl^ 
eat  contemporaneous  expodtion  must  l»  left  to 
the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  B.  then  begged  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  to  hear  the  same  gentlemen  when  arguii^ 
expressly  on  that  part  of  the  constitution  now 
under  consideration;  and  then  re«d  pp.  1U,1U, 
and  lU,  of  tbe  Ist  vol.  of  the  Fei&ralUt,  whkdi 
are  too  long  to  be  inserted.  He  declared  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  impractic^te  to  put 
together  language  in  the  same  length  that  oonld 
more  forcibly  and  pointedly  eluddale  and  prove 
the  oonstruction  contended  for  tn  support  of  the 
bill  on  die  table.  There  remuned  yet  bnt  two 
ol^ections,  to  answer  which  Mr.  B.  would  dMals 
tbe  House  a  little  Icager, 
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The  gentleman  from  Oeoivfal  (Mr.  Jaoeboit) 
had  cbuged  the  mMnm  with  eet&bliahiiig  the 
aominenriBl  interesto,  to  the  great  iqjiuy  of  the 
agrioaltnraL  If  this  wai  true  he  never  wonld 
agree  to  it,  fbr  he  ooDridered  the  agrionltaral 
interests  of  America  as  Its  great  and  anre  depend- 
ence. Mr.  B.  oonfeaaed  Uiat  so  hi  frmn  teeina 
these  roeasnTcs  in  thia  point  of  ligbt,  he  oonla 
not  brin^  his  mind  to  oomprehMid  how  th« 
oommeroul  interests  cf  a  eonntry  oonid  be  pro- 
moted vfithoQt  STf^T  adruidng  the  interests 
of  agrionltore.  Will  the  fitrmer  have  any  tsmp- 
tation  to  labor,  if  the  sarplns  of  what  he  r^acs 
bevtmd  his  domestiii  oonsomption  is  to  perish 
in  hisbam  fbr  wantof  amarkett  Oanamarket 
be  obtuned  without  the  merohantt  If  oom- 
meroe  flourishes,  the  merchants  increase,  and  of 
eonrse  the  demand  for  the  produce  of  the  land; 
but  if  the  mercantile  interests  foil,  there  is  none 
to  export  the  iorplns  prodooed  1>y  agrlonltare. 
If  the  Ikrmer  should  ludertake  to  enmrt  hia 
own  prodoce,  he  could  not  give  hia  whole  atten- 
tion to  his  sfiyra ;  or,  if  the  merchant  ahoald 
•ttempt  to  r^se  tl^  gwn  he  wanted,  he  oonld 
not  carry  on  hia  mercnandiae.  The  one  interest 
depends  on  the  other;  a  separation  destrovs 
both. 

Bat  the  incapai^  of  the  Bank  to  extend  its 
infinenoe  to  the  extronea  of  the0nionhaabeen 
•rgned  from  the  gentleman  never  having  seen  ft 
noto  of  the  present  Bonk  of  North  America  in 
Georgia;  he  therefbre  oonclndea  that  bank  hag 
never  been  of  anj  aervioe  to  heragriocltaralin- 
teresta.  Mr.  B.  aaid  that  he  drew  very  ditFerent 
oonoladons  from  this  foet.  He  snppoaed  that 
hj  mean*  of  the  bank  the  traders  wtth  Georps 
hkd  been  enabled  to  send  bw  the  precions 
meUla,  while  the  bank  paper  had  answered 
their  pnrposes  nearer  home,  where  it  drcnlated 
with  undoubted  credit.  He  inatanoed  a  oaae  of 
a  PbiUdelphia  merchant,  who  wtu  poesessed  of 
£100  in  gold,  and  £100  credit  at  the  bank ;  the 
mendunt  wanted  £100  worth  of  rioe  of  a  <ieor- 
ria  planter,  and  the  like  valne  in  flonr  of  a 
Pennsylvania  fonner.  When  he  porchswd  the 
one  of  the  Qeorcian,  he  oonld  aafbly  pay  him 
the  whole  in  gcM,  while  he  fomid  the  Pemujl- 
wnan  wonld  as  readily  receive  the  hank  p^ier 
for  bis  floor ;  but  had  there  iwen  no  bank,  he 
oonld  have  pnrchased  bnt  £S0  worth  of  each, 
sad  tbe  Georgia  and  Penn^lvsnian  both  would 
have  gone  indiont  a  market  for  the  residae. 
In  ahort,  the  whole  Union  may  be  likened  to 
tbe  bodjr  and  limbs;  yon  cannot  aid  or  comfort 
one  but  the  other  most  be  likewise  benefited. 

Ho  said  it  was,  however,  difflcnlt  and  imprac- 
tinble  to  ahow  that  every  measnre  adopted  by 
tbe  Government  ahonld  have  an  effect  perfectly 
eqoal  over  so  extenaive  a  coimtry  as' that  of  the 
llnitcd  States;  it  was  sufficient  if,  npon  the 
whole,  the  meaanres  of  Government,  taken  all 
toBBther,  produced  the  desired  eqoality. 

The  laat  objection  was,  that  by  adopting  this 
bill  we  exposed  the  meaanre  to  be  considered 
and  defeated  by  the  Jodldary  of  the  United 
BUtaa,  who  might  trudge  it  to  be  eontrary  to 


the  oonstitntjon,  and  thendbre  void ;  and  not 
lend  their  aid  to  carry  it  into  ezeontion.  Thil^ 
be  alleged,  gave  him  no  nneasineai.  He  waa  so 
for  from  controverting  this  right  in  the  Jndi- 
dary,  (hat  it  was  his  bosst  and  hie  confidence. 
It  led  him  to  greater  dedaion  on  all  sotjeots  of 
a  conatitntional  natnre,  when  he  reflected  that 
if,  from  inattention,  want  oi  predsion,  or  any 
other  deftet,  he  shonld  do  wrong,  that  there 
was  a  power  in  the  Government  which  could 
conatitntionally  prevent  the  operation  of  snob 
a  wrong  measure  from  sfibotiog  hia  oonstitoenti. 
He  waa  le^alating  for  a  nation,  and  fbr  thon- 
aanda  nnbom ;  and  it  waa  the  glory  of  the  con- 
■tJtntJon  that  there  waa  a  rranedy  even  for  tbe 
foilnres  of  the  sapreme  Legislatnre  itself. 

Upon  the  whole,  tben,  he  said,  that  on  taking 
the  power  in  qnestlon  in  every  p(^t  of  view, 
eitd  giving  tbe  omiatitntion  the  ftilleeteonridBra- 
tion,  nndar  Uie  advantage  of  having  tjte  objeo- 
lions  placed  in  the  ttrcngett  point  of  li^t  fay 
die  great  aUlitieeof  theoenQemenin  thec^po- 
Ntion,  he  was  dearly  in  »vor  of  the  bill ;  as  to 
its  expediency,  there  ooold  ha  UtUe  donbt  in 
the  ndnds  of  any  gentleman ;  and  onleae  man 
condnaive  ai^nmente  ooold  be  adduced  to  ahow 
itH  nnconstitntJonaUty,  be  ahonld  in  Uie  end 
voto  for  paaring  the  bill, 

SiTiTBDAY,  February  6. 

Bani  of  Git  Urtittd  Statti. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  ocmnderatian  of  the 

bill  for  inoDrporttJDg  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

The  qtwetiim  being  on  tbe  pasMge  ot  the  bOl, 

Mr.  BioTH  observed,  that  he  eomidered  it  his 

daty  to  ofito  tbe  reasons  which  abonld  inflomee 

him  in  giving  his  voto  on  thia  oeeaaka.  He  bad 

wished  amendments  to  the  bill,  as  some  parte  oi 

it,  he  oonfoased.  did  not  perfeedy  i^eaae  Idm  ; 

bat  hia  wiahes  having  been  overruled,  the  qoea- 

tion  now  is,  wfaetber  tbe  VSt  ahaU  pass  t  Thon{^ 

he  came  southward  of  the  Potomac,  Ute  piind- 

K)  of  the  bill  met  his  approbatim.  It  wotdd 
a  deplorable  thing  if  una  Government  ahonld 
enact  a  law  sobverrive  of  tbe  oonstitntion,  or 
that  BO  enlightened  a  body  as  tbe  Senate  of  the 
United  State*  ahonld,  by  lo  great  a  m^Mity  as 
were  in  fovor  (rfthi*  bul,  peaa  a  law  so  hcattle 
to  the  libertiM  of  tbi*  eotintry,  a*  ^  omicaititm 
to  this  measnre  have  soggested  Qie  banK  aystem 
to  be ;  and  it  would  be  very  extraordinary  if 
an  officer  of  this  Government'  who  has  produced 
a  performaooe  explanatory  of  the  oonstitatimi, 
of  anch  oelebri^  as  to  be  resorted  to  ss  an  au- 
thority, ahonld  be  ao  inoonsistent  with  himself 
u  to  propose  a  law  entirely  snbverdve  of  the  - 
prindplea  laid  down  in  his  able  defenoe  of  the 
coostitntion. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  oljjeotlan  drawn 
ftom  that  artide  of  tbe  constitution,  that  no 
preference  shall  be  given  to  one  port  over  aWK 
ther.  He  ahowed  that  the  dense  was  inserted 
for  a  particular  porpoae,  and  oonld  not  be  dted 
as  a  rnle  not  to  be  deviated  from,  SI  *" 
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was  and  miut  n«o«Birilj'  be  given  to  one  port 
over  another.  He  prodneed  nnmeKHta  inaUtnoes 
in  point  Inoonaeqnenceofmrionaolanaesm 
the  reTenae  laws,  general  i^nladons  gometimea 
operate  pMrtielly,  ud  oommwdal  arraniementa, 
apparently  nneqnal,  prodnoe  the  good  of  the 
ocnniMini^  at  Mtga. 

Id  referenoe  to  oonitning  the  ooiutitntloii,  lie 
obeerred,  that  the  present  moment,  when  the 
powers  of  the  Qo*emment  were  ue^ed  from 
variona  qnarten,  he  oonoeiTed  the  meat  impro- 
per to  oontraot  these  powera. 

The  right  to  oonatme  the  oonatatnlirai  he  ar- 
gued from  the  prindidee  advanced  b;  Mr.  Hut- 
nov,  in  the  debato  on  tbe  power  of  lemorabil- 
itjr,  and  read  nmdrf  ohaeiVatione  ftom  ZIdv^T* 
Mtifut«r,  made  by  that  gendetnan,  owrobon- 
tiTeofthisawtinMDt.  Those argommta, he ooo- 
orived,  qiplied  very  ^itljrto  the  present  anlffeot 

Hatters  of  a  flsoal  nature  naoeHarilf  devolve 
on  the  Qeneral  fSovemment,  and  he  o^ed  that 
every  power  reeultiiig  from  the  aoknowledged 
right  of  Oongrees  to  control  the  flnanoea  of  Vob 
oonntrr  tnnat  be  as  neoesaarily  implied  aa  in  the 
case  of  the  power  of  removability. 

He  then  allnded  to  the  ezpedienoy  of  a  Ka- 
tloual  Bant.  The  Secretary  gave  notJoe,  in  his 
first  report,  that  this  plan  was  in  contempla- 
tion. Nouiing  was  ever  read  with  greater 
avidity ;  and  thoi^  it  is  now  more  than  a  year 
dnoe  this  inHmstion  was  given,  yet  no  o^eo- 
tiona  have  been  ofito«d  againat  it  ritber  by  the 
States  or  by  individual— even  the  State  of 
North  Oarollna  has  not  meotitmed  it  [Here 
Ur.  Bloodworth  (if  the  r^iorter  did  not  inie- 
nnderetand)  informed  Hr.  Skith  that  the  re- 
port had  not  been  seen  by  the  Le^slatore  of 
Korth  Can^na.]  Hr.  6utb  said  he  was  sorry 
for  it — and  then  prooeeded  to  notioe  some  par- 
tial qnotations,  made  by  Hr.  Jaokboh,  from  2>r. 
Smi&'i  ]r«aiae^jrae«mi,agBiDSt  bank  systems. 
He  Mii,  he  oonld  have  wished  the  gentleman 
had  been  mtse  copions  in  his  qootaoons  from 
that  anthor ;  if  he  had,  he  would  have  fonnd 
that  that  anthor  has  fnlly  demonstrated  their 
utility. 

He  notioed  the  dividons  of  opinions  on  the 
gnbjeotofa  National  Bank  in  the  dty  of  Phila- 
delphia. He  mppoeed  ideas  <d  perscoisl  advan- 
tages Indaoed  these  oppofdng  sentiments.  He, 
however,  thought  this  BnlflMt  ebonld  be  taken 
up  altogether  on  general  principlea ;  and  even 
if  its  immediate  innaeaoe  should  not  extend  to 
the  ertremee  of  the  Union,  if  the  establishment 

Ciisea  a  general  preponderadng  advantag«s 
oonnderatioDB  must  be  oooaidered  '~   ~ 


eeoondaiT  ^int  q£  view.  The  principal  inquiry 
is,  wiU  the  institution  fkdlitate  the  toanasement 
of  the  financest  Thii,  he  thou^t,  bad  been 
made  awarent  This  is  the  cpii^ontrf  the  Beo- 
retsry  of  the  Treasury,  after  due  and  mature 
Donsideration  of  the  Babisot ;  and  he  owtainly 
eqjoys  the  beet  means  of  forming  an  opinion; 
he  is  at  the  head  of  the  Fiaoal  Department,  and 
deservedly  ei^ojs  the  public  oonfidenoe.  Very 
little  hae  Men  offered  to  disprove  hie  aoitimeiits 


on  this  part  of  the  question,  and  tbe  innpril- 
ency  of  the  meamre  shoiild  be  cleai4^  pnmi 
befbre  the  plan  is  rqeoted;  for  an  offioer  via 
deservedly  cqJoyH  the  puUic  confidence  is  aoi- 
tied  to  the  snpport  of  the  Legialature  in  Hem 
plana  which  are  expedient  and  oonstitDtionsL 

Ur.  S.  mentioned  ioHtancee  in  which  CongrtM 
ezerciaed  power  by  implicatioD,  and  djeeirtd, 
that  this  was  neoeBsary  to  the  ciecntion  of  tbe 
duties  which  devolve  on  the  Ooverament  ij 
the  oonstitntion.  The  power  to  eetabliih  ( 
National  Bank  most  reade  in  Oongreas,  br  so 
tndividnal  State  oan  exercise  any  such  pov«. 
The  right  of  no  particular  Btate  u  thererae  io- 
fringad  by  tbe  Institntion.     It  had  repeatedtf 


resorting  to  than  for  loans.  The  ... 
SB  before  obeerved,  is  founded  (hi  genenl  priit- 
oiplee,  and  will  undoubtedly,  In  its  •q»awis^ 
prove  of  general  utility, 

Hr.  Stohi  said,  if^  npon  qnealiona  lilt*  0» 
present,  he  had  given  pain  to  membetibe  re- 
garded, they  might  be  asenred  the  pain  vm 
reciprooaL     Let  ns  oheriah  mutual  UderatiaiL 


motivee.  We  difier  in  our  ideas  of  Goven- 
ment,  and  our  senae  of  the  saivedne«  rf  tba 
wTitt«n  compact.  We  varied  widely  in  <w 
opinions  of  tbe  direction  of  this  Govenimait 
The  oreat  lesson  of  experiment  would  aba* 
who  is  right ;  but  we  are  influeneed  in  on 
habits  of  thinking  by  onr  local  sitnaiioiu,  M 
perhopa,  the  distinct  interests  of  the  Ststea  wi 
He  observed,  that  npon  tbe  pnMDt 
the  opiDions  req»ecting  tbe  ocoftitn- 
to  be  divided  by  a  geogr^ihiosl  liM 
dividing  the  continent.  Hence  it  might  m 
inferred  that  other  oonndwations  nuied  wiu 
the  question :  and  it  hod  been  insinuated  tbtl » 
waa  warped  by  the  future  seat  of  Govemnisit 
But  other  cansea  may  be  assigned  tor  tbe  dire^ 
Aty  of  eentunent— tiie  people  to  tbe  eartwHO 
began  earliest  in  fcvor  of  liberty.  They  ptawM 
freedom  into  anarchy — etarting  at  tbe  preapM 
of  oonfonon,  they  are  now  vibrating  (k  w) 
other  way.  He  said,  that  all  onr  taxes  are  ^ 
by  the  consumers  of  manufactures;  thosa  tutt 
are  all  boonliee  npon  home  manabctores.  TM 
people  to  the  esstward  are  the  mannbotnr«n« 
this  country ;  it  was  no  wonder  that  they  ihoiu' 
<ndeavor  to  strengthen  the  hands  U  s  (3<>^ 
ment  by  wUch  they  are  so  peeuUar^  beoefitea. 
It  b  a  fact  that  dte  greateart  part  of  the  l^°- 
nental  debt  has  travelled  eastward  of  tbe  rate- 
mac.  Thialawis  to  raise  the  value  of  the  tJcO" 
tinental  p^»r.  Here,  then,  is  the  gtrong  "?■ 
pnlso  of  immediate  interest  in  fhvor  of  the  B«* 
He  took  notioe  of  the  distinotJMi  made  hj  l» 
plan  of  the  bill,  between  Oontinental  and  btste 
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VeotiTe  StatM.  Bnttbit  ooold  Dot,by  the 
ent  ajitaiii,  1w  aabsoribed ;  so  that  tit*  Sontoem 
Sutcs  were  deprirod  ot  tiie  advantage  tint 
might  have  been  ffireiD  to  the  laHj  paper  thev 
haTOL  But  if  aenUemen  etutva  ne  irith  defcnd- 
lug  the  Mat  of  OoreniiiMiit,  let  them  remem- 
ber that  thii  betraTB  oomcAouiKW  ot  an  attack 
If  thev  believe  that  this  scheme  tends  to  break 
the  futb  <^  the  CdIoh  pledged  to  the  Potomao, 
it  ia  DO  wonder  they  Bnopoae  we  oppose  it  upon 
that  groond  Eewonld  not  have  mentdoned 
tbia  anlHeot,  bad  It  not  Iwen  hinted  at.  Bnt  let 
the  whde  of  it  come  fbrth ;  let  gentlemen  con- 
sult their  own  bosoms ;  let  die  pnbUo  decide 
the  truth  of  his  observatlonfl.  He  hoped  be 
should  not  be  Hnspected  of  an;  Uas.  That  so 
nnlform  had  been  his  oondnct  npon  all  qaee- 
tfaMH,  taming  npon  principles  sunilar  to  the 
prsaent,  that  erei?  member  in  the  Honse,  he 
Mleved,  bad  ooqjeotared  riiJitly  of  the  ride  he 
woold  take,  baftw«  be  had  ottered  a  word  npon 
the  subject.  Wben  implioetlon  flrst  rtised  its 
bead  in  this  Honae,  he  stcrled  trotn  it  as  a  ser- 
pent which  was  to  sting  and  poison  die  consti- 
tntion.  He  I^t  in  unison  with  his  conDtry. 
TbefeanL  the  opinions,  tbejaalomles  of  Indlvi- 
daals  and  of  Stet«e,  had  been  explained  by  a 
gentleman  trom  Tirginta,  (Mr.  ICadibok.)  He 
thoold  only  remark,  that  ul  those  who  opposed 
the  Goreroment  dreaded  this  dootrine ;  thoee 
who  advooatAd  it,  declared  that  it  omtld  not  be 
rasorted  to ;  and  all  combined  in  omnlon  that  it 
oa^t  not  to  be  tolerated.  Kever  aid  an;  conn- 
trj  roore  oomp1et«l7  nidte  in  anj  eeottment 
turn  Americain  this,  "that  Oongrees ought  not 
to  ez^rdse,  hj  implication,  powers  not  granted 
bj  the  oonstitution."  And  is  It  not  strange  t 
For  the  admMon  of  this  doctrine  destroys  the 
{gtorilrfe  of  our  Goremment  at  a  blow-  It  at 
onoe  breaks  down  every  barrier  whidi  the 
¥Mer«I  oonstitDtion  had  rdsed  agslnst  nnllmlt' 
ed  legislation.  He  said,  that  necessity  was  Q)e 
moat  plaorible  pretext  tor  breaking  the  spirit  of 
tbe  Bmdal  compact,  but  the  people  of  this  oonn- 
trr  hare  antidpated  that  pretext  They  have 
and  to  the  UiUBtetB  of  this  oonntry,  "  we  have 
^▼m  yon  what  we  think  compet«nt  powers, 
m  tf  experience  proves  them  Inadequate,  we  and  manner 
wQl  enlarge  them:  but,  in  tbe  mean  time,  dare 
not  nmrp  thoae  whicb  we  have  reserved.'' 

It  is  agreed  on  aR  bands,  that  the  power  to 
fauorpwate  tbe  snbscriben  to  a  banking  com- 

'-  --■   ~ *T  granted,  and  although 

i  that  it  is  implied— Out 
it  Is  a  means  for  eflbotnat- 
tng  poirers  exprMsly  granted,  yet  they  an  not 
a^Md  as  to  the  mrticiUar  power  to  which  this 
b  an  incident.  They  adndt,  that  the  sweeping 
danse  in  the  oonstttnlion  otmfers  no  additional 
power.  But  if  he  understood  the  gentlemen, 
■everal  of  them  were  of  (^Mon  tiiat  all  gov- 
smmanta,  instltated  for  cwtain  end^  draw  to 
them  tii«  means  of  execution  as  of  common 
li^t.    lUs  doctrine  would  make  onrs  bnt  a 


paoy,  is  not  expressly  granted,  and  although 
MsttlenMn  have  agreed  that  It  is  implied— diat 
tt  is  an  inddent,  that  it  Is  a  means  for  eflbotnat- 


short  constitution.  [Here  he  read  the  preamble 
and  then  saldO  Here  is  your  constitation  I 
Here  is  yonr  bill  of  rights  1  Do  these  gentle- 
men require  any  thing  more  respecting  tbe 
powers  of  Oongnas,  thsn  a  deserfa>tlaD  ^  the 
eada  of  govemmentt  And  i^  of  right,  they 
can  carry  these  into  efflMt,  will  th^  ngari  the 
means,  tnon^  thev  be  expreasly  p<dnted  ent  t 
But  1  would  ask  if  there  u  any  power  under 
heaven  wbich  conld  not  be  exerdsed  within 
the  axteniive  limits  of  this  preamble  t 

Tbe  Convention  might  have  stopped  here; 
and  there  was  no  need,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman,  to  point  ont  any  of  the 
means  for  the  ends  mentioned  in  the  preamble. 
That  portion  of  the  oonstitDtion  which  by  dl 
America  has  been  tbon^t  so  important,  ao- 
cording  to  thdr  li^c,  woold  become  a  dead 
letter ;  bnt  the  preamble,  in  fair  construction, 
is  a  solemn  oompaet,  that  tbe  powers  granted 
shall  be  made  nse  of  to  tiie  ends  thereby 
eped:Sed. 

He  then  reprobated,  in  pt^ted  terms,  the 
latitude  of  the  prindples  premised.  He  said 
the  end  of  all  government  is  the  public  good  ; 
and  if  the  means  were  left  to  I^islation,  all 
written  compacts  were  nngatroy.  He  observed, 
that  the  sober  discretion  of  the  Legislatore, 
which,  in  the  opinions  of  gentlemen,  onght  to 
be  paramonnt,  was  the  very  thing  intended  to 
be  curbed  and  restrained  by  onr  oonstitution. 

He  then  declared,  diat  onr  form  of  govern- 
ment not  only  pointed  out  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment, bat  specified  the  means  of  eiecntion  He 
said,  we  may  make  war — this  wonld  draw  to  it 
the  power  of  rairing  an  army  and  navy,  laying 
taxes,  establishing  a  Jndiduy,  Sto.  Bat  the 
spirit  of  the  constitntion^  in  tide  respect,  had 
beea  well  explained  by  Mr.  Hadibo!i,  and  he 
ahonid  not  recapitnlate. 

He  Bud,  a  gentleman  fhnn  Bond)  Oaro&na 
(Mr.  Smith)  had  remarked  that  all  our  laws  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  principle  of  expediency — that 
we  were  the  judges  of  that  expe^ency — as  soon 
as  we  gave  it  as  onr  opinion  that  a  thing  was 
expedient,  it  became  constitutional.  What  then 
remans  of  your  constltntion,  except  its  mode 
of  orgamzation  t  We  may  look  into  It  to  re- 
fresh onr  memories  respecting  the  times,  places, 
imposing  UteOovemment;  that^ 


gentleman's  opinion,  he  woold  never  look  into  it 
■gain.  Gentlemen  see  the  difflonltles  of  their 
theories,  and  are  obliged  to  confieBs  that  thee^ 
incidental  powers  are  not  oadly  defined.  They 
rest  in  the  sober  discretioa  of  ute  Legislature. 

One  gentleman  rUr.  Ames)  has  sdd,  no  im- 
plication onght  to  De  made  sgainst  the  law  of 
nature,  ag^nst  rixhta  acquired,  or  agdnst  power 
pre-occupied  by  the  States ;  Uut  it  Is  easier  to 
restrain  than  to  give  competent  powers  of  ex- 
ecatlon.  Now  these  notions  are  Doetile  to  the 
main  principle  of  onr  Government,  which  is 
only  a  grant  of  particnlar  portions  of  power, 
implying  a  negative  to  all  others.  It  has  been 
shown  mat  the  ends  (tf  government  wiDiDolnde 
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filain  that  tb»T  han  no  limita.  Bj  tho  <itt»- 
ittio  word  ittetdmt,  your  oonititatioii  b  tnined 
upside  down,  and  bstetd  of  b^g  a  gnmt  of 
IMrtionlar  powm  gnarded  by  an  Impltod  ix«ga- 
tive  to  all  otben,  it  i»  made  to  imply  all  power*. 
But,  strange  t^  tell,  America  fivgot  to  gnaid  it 
bv  exprew  n^ative  proriuona.  la  there  any 
differenoe  io  effect  between  lodging  general 
power*  in  a  government,  and  penoittiDg  the 
ezerdse  of  th^  hj  subtle  conatraodonst  He 
taid  therewaaadiffeienoe.    Id  the 


trioiced  out  of  their  oonstitntion. 

The  pTeoeding  remartu  showed  how  danger- 
Ona  ia  t^  doctrine  of  impUoatiM^  and  apon 
what  snuJl  data  xngeDoity  oan  raise  the  moet 
dangeroib  nipWBtniotiire.  He  eboold  now  take 
a  Tiew  of  tbeae  precedents,  in  the  former  and 
present  Congress,  which  are  relied  on  to  Justify 
the  present  measore. 

let.  The  Bank  of  North  America.  Here  be 
■tated  the  distreasM  and  critioal  sitnation  a£ 
America  at  the  period  of  its  establishment;  he 
remarked,  that  ft  was  at  the  time  of  the  deolen- 
Aoa  of  ue  Continental  money.  He  showed 
t^t  there  were  no  powers  in  the  Ooofederation 
to  which  (even  acoording  to  the  reasoning  of 
the  other  fade)  this  power  oonld  be  incidental, 
bnt  what  required  the  yot«  of  nine  States ;  that 
the  ordinance  paased  bj  a  vote  of  seven  Statea, 
which  showed  that  necessity  alone  gave  birth 
to  that  meaanre.  He  Hhowed  the  ^BsimiUrity 
of  the  sitnations  of  the  former  and  this  Ooo- 
greas,  and  the  diSbrence  in  their  powers,  and. 
consequently,  in  the  dangers  to  be  apprebendea 
from  Uie  encroachment  of  either. 

Sd.  The  redemption  of  our  prisoners  at  Al- 
giers. This  comtt  within  the  power  to  regu- 
late trade.  If,  said  he,  we  are  not  enable  of 
redeeming,  by  the  best  means  in  oar  power, 
our  citizens,  onr  trade  may  be  entirely  mined ; 
and  hence,  the  law  wUch  wonld  tw  made  for 
their  redemption  woold  he  necessary  and  pro- 
per. Bnt,  hy  the  oonstitntion,  the  Ezecntive 
may  make  treatiea;  theee  maybe  general,  or 
for  a  partionlar  object,  and  the  Legisuktnre  may 
efibotnate  them  by  grants  of  money. 

8d.  Wb  have  boi^t  certiflcates,  and  not  de- 
stroyed them.  This,  they  say,  is  implied  trota 
ttepower  of  paying  the  dabta. 

He  asked  i£  l>efore  the  pnrohase,  the  oertiA- 
cates  were  deots  doe  fi-om  the  Umted  States  t 
And  demanded,  i^  by  the  purchase,  they  were 
divested  of  that  quality !  Inmy  jadgment,when 
a  debt  is  Mrly  oanoelled,  It  js  as  much  like  a 
payment  as  need  be. 

ith.  We  had  no  right,  except  by  implioation, 
to  give  a  salary  to  the  Vice  President.  He  had 
voted  agunst  the  salary,  and  had  l>eea  for  a  per 
dimt  allowanoe,  because  he  thonght  the  Vice 
President  was  viewed  by  the  oonstitution  only 
as  the  Preeident  of  the  Senate.  But  this  ex- 
ample bils  moat  palpably,  as  Congress  in  the 


compensatitau,  are  not  oonfined  by  tbe  ooneti- 
tntion  rither  to  a  partionlar  anm  or  node  oC 
payment 

StL  Ooogreas  have  made  eorporationa,  and 
exercised  complete  le^slation  in  the  Western 
Teititoiy.  He  said,  to  answer  this  oase,  no- 
thing more  was  neoessacy  than  to  i«ad  the 
olanae  in  the  oonstitntion  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress expressly  the  power  to  make  aU  the  mks 
and  regalations  for  them. 

It  seemed  to  him  as  if  gentlemen  were  invcft- 
ing  the  order  of  things,  by  ""'^ing  powers  where 
there  were  none,  and  attempting  to  prove  ex- 
press grants  to  the  implications.  ^ 

6th.  Onrregnlatioaareqwotingfr^htarsand 
owners,  and  between  e^tt^ns  and  seamen.  He 
had  not  those  regnlatlona  oorrectly  in  his  mem- 
ory, but  be  believed  them  proper  and  necoosaiy 
regulations  of  commerce. 

Tth.  It  has  l>een  add  we  have  exdu^ve  Jniit- 
diction  in  places  belonging  to  Congress,  and 
within  the  ten  miles  square.  We  oonld  end 
a  bank  in  any  of  those  placea;  its  infioenoe 
would  extend  over  the  oontinent;  the  princi- 
ple npon  which  we  .founded  this  power  oonld 
not  be  oonfined  to  a  partjcular  time  or  a  ^lot 
of  land.  QeoUemen  ridicule  tiieidea  that  the 
exercise  of  a  pervading  infloenoe  and  a  general 
principle  should  be  lunited  by  any  pariioolsr 
number  of  years,  or  be  confined  within  a 
fort  He  said,  the  power  of  exclnsive  legisla- 
tion in  those  placea  waa  expressly  granted,  and, 
under  its  infiuenoe,  the  Congress  might  exarciss 
complete  and  exctndve  leg^latiim  within  tiiJoas 
limits;  that  the  power  was  oonfined  to  tbe 
places.  Bnt  if  the  general  powers  of  this  oon- 
stitution  are  to  be  gowned  by  the  same  roles 
of  oonstniotion,  and  we  are  to  have  no  retnid  to 
plaoe^  it  follows  that  Congress  can  e.  ._ 
cluBive  lesialation  over  this  continent. 
astonished  at  tliis  doctrine.  It  would  Ira  equal- 
ly reasonable  to  say,  that  France,  because  with- 
in the  limits  of  her  own  dominions,  and  onr 
her  own  property,  she  exercised  exclnsive  legis- 
lation, that  henoe  she  had  a  right  to  legislate  for 
the  world. 

8th.  The  power  of  removal  of  offioera  by  the 
President  alone.  He  aaid,  it  was  known  he  had 
opposed  that  doctrine.  He  left  it  to  be  defendr 
ed  by  those  who  had  voted  ftu-  it.  Bat  he 
hoped  Hr.  SuTH,  of  South  Carolina,  and  some 
other  gentlemen,  who  had  oppoaad  il^  would  re- 
view the  arguments  they  had  need  npon  thtt 
oooasion. 

He  observed,  after  taUag  a  view  of  thMe  pro- 
cedents  on  the  danger  of  laying  down  improper 
priuci^ee  ]a  legislation,  how  eagerly  men  grasp- 
ed at  the  slightest  pretexts  fbr  exercise  of  power. 
He  shnddered  to  tliink  what  a  broad  and  oom- 
manding  poaiUon  this  Bank  will  form  for  fur- 
ther encroachments. 

A  gentieman  from  Uaaaaohusetta  (Ifr.  Smo- 
wiok)  has  sud,  that  whenever  a  power  is  grant- 
ed, all  the  known  and  usnal  means  of  exeontion 
are  always  implied.  The  idea  had  been  proper- 
ly examined  by  Mr.  Giua,  bnt  he  womd  adc, 
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if  inoorptHiAiiig  the  satMcribers  to  a  bank  iras 
tbo  known  and  usual  >  means  of  borrowing 
monef,  tmncaaily  when  th«  iDbsoriben  were 
not  obUged  to  loan ;  or  of  collecting  taxes,  when 
no  taxes  were  levied  on  tlie  bank, 

Bnt  gentlemen  tell  nB,  that  if  we  tie  np  the 
eonotitation  too  tightly,  it  will  break;  if  we 
hamper  it,  we  cannot  Mir;  if  we  do  not  admit 
the  doctrine,  we  cannot  l^iaiate  at  all.  And 
with  a  kind  of  trinmph,  the^  say  that  implioa- 
tion  is  recocnized  bj  the  oonatitntion  itself  in 
the  danaa  therein  we  have  power  to  make  all 
laws,  to  carry,  Ac.  He  asid^  he  was  read;  to 
iDMt  th«  gentlemen  npon  this  ground.  This 
danse  was  int«Dded  to  defeat  those  loose  and 
'  prond  vrindplee  of  legislation  which  had  been 
eMitoided  for.  It  was  meant  to  reduce  Icfisla- 
tion  to  some  mle.  In  fine,  it  confined  the 
tore  to  those  means  that  were  neceeaary 


Leffislatiire 
and  proper. 


laid,  it  wonld  not  be  pretendad  tiiat  it 
waa  neoeMarr  and  proper  for  the  ooOectlon  of 
tazea.  Indeed,  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Awtfi)  had 
attempted  to  show  that  the  paj^ents  tn  specie 
eonld  not  be  made,  if  by  chance  a  great  quantity 
of  debt  Boddenly  acoomnlated  in  a  pEuticalar 
place.  Bnt  it  might  be  remembered,  that  this 
nCMtiitj',  if  it  arrived,  waa  created  by  the  I/egis- 
latare^  and  that  would  be  strange  reasoninp 
which  hroke  a  good  oonatitation  to  mend  a  baa 
law.  No  taxes  are  to  be  collected  by  this  bill. 
It  would  not  be  neoeesary  and  proper  aa  a 
iBe«na  of  borrowing  money,  because,  first,  we  do 
not  want  to  borrow  money,  and,  if  we  did,  this' 
Uw,  though  it  may  be  the  probable,  is  not  the 
Mpwaary  mean;  for  if  it  was  the  interest  of  the 
stockboldera,  they  might,  and  he  believed  wonld, 
roftue  to  loan.  He  a^d,  that  the  inatitntion 
might  be  defended  upon  more  plausible  grounds, 
if  the  Bank  had  been  taxed ;  or  if  a  condition 
to  lo«n  money  to  the  public  had  been  part  of 
the  plan-  Upon  what  ground,  then,  do  gentle- 
men Btandt  They  can  only  say,  that  they  have 
Implied  a  great  and  substantive  power  in  Con- 
gwa,  which  gives  to  Oovemment,  or  to  indivi- 
dnals,  the  infiuenee  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars, 
iiT«vocaUy,  for  twenty  years,  with  a  power  of 
mr^^^g  by-lawB,  Ac.,  because  there  is  a  proba- 
WHty  that  this  institntiou  mi?  be  convenient 
and  agreeahle  in  the  operations  of  Oovemment. 
He  asked,  upon  parallel  principles,  what  might 
Cmgreee  not  dot  He  sud,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Ifr.  Vadoohi,)  pursuing  the  doc- 
trine into  all  ute  forma  in  which  it  might  ap- 
paar,  had  atmck  apon  several  oases  which  were 
wj*  p<Hnled — an  InctHporatiota  of  mannfeotarers 
witli  ezcloatve  privUegea ;  merahanta  with  the 
amie ;  a  naticmd  reUg^mi.  This  a  gentli 
(Hr.  Ana)  haa  add  waa  unMr  and  extravagant 
re«M»iiig ;  and  yet,  in  five  minutes,  the  gentle- 
man'a  own  reaacming  led  him  to  ask,  with 
warmth,  if  Oongreaa  oould  not  join  stocks  with 
a  oompany  to  b«de  to  Nootkat  And  be  « 
deeeokded  to  doubt,  If  the  privileges  given 
wndb  a  cwnpany  mi^t  not  be  ezdosive.  He 
aav  deariy,  himsd^  that  his  theory  lad  to  the 


latter  concIoHion  ;  for  If  expediency,  if  con- 
venience, if  facility,  if  fears  of  war,  if  prepara- 
tions for  events  wbich  might  never  happen,  can 
justiiy  an  incorporation  upon  the  present  plan, 
the  same  snggestions,  the  same  logic,  will  legal- 
ize incorporations  with  excln^ve  privile^ee. 
The  deductions  of  the  gentJeman  Ihim  Yi^nia 
are  aonnd  and  right,  and  cannot  be  fidrly  con- 
troverted. Congress  may  then  do  any  thing. 
Nay,  if  the  principles  now  advocated  are  right, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  to 
make  all  laws ;  not  only  those  that  are  necessa- 
ry and  proper  to  carry  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment into  effect,  but  all  laws  which  are  con- 
venient, expedient,  and  beneficial  to  the  United 
States.  Then  where  is  your  constitution  I 
'ire  wo  not  now  rittuig,  in  onr  sober  discretion, 
General  Government,  without  the  semblance 
of  restraint  t  Yes,  said  be,  wa  have  aUll  a 
oonstitation,  but  where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  la 
it  written?  No.  Is  it  among  the  archives  t 
No.  Where  is  it  I  ,It  is  found  in  the  sober 
discretion  of  the  Legislature — it  is  regiatered 
the  brains  of  the  m^ority  I 
He  proceeded.  I  say  there  is  no  necessity, 
there  is  no  occasion,  for  this  Bank.  The  Htatea 
will  institute  banks  which  will  answer  every 
purpose.  But  a  distrust  of  the  States  is  shown 
in  every  movement  of  Oongress — will  not  this 
implant  distrust  also  in  the  Btates  I  Will  yon 
gain  by  this  Gontestf  This  scheme  may  give, 
and  I  am  convinced  will  giv&  partial  advantages 
to  the  States.  In  the  fair  administration  of  our 
Oovemment  no  partial  advantages  can  be 
given ;  but,  by  this  bill,  a  few  stockholders  may 
institute  banks  in  particular  States,  to  their  ag- 
grandizement and  the  oppression  of-othera. 
This  Bank  will  swallow  np  the  State  banks ;  it 
will  raise  in  this  country  a  moneyed  interest  at 
the  devotion  of  Government;  it  may  bribe 
both  Btates  and  individuals.  He  sdd,  gentle- 
men asked  who  would  be  offended  or  hurt  by 
this  plant  Have  we  heard  any  comptainta 
against  it !  Have  the  newspapers  reprobated 
itt  These  qncetions  had  no  influence  on  hia 
mind.  He  said  it  was  one  of  those  sly  and 
subtle  movements  which  marched  silently  to  ita 
object ;  the  vices  of  it  were  at  first  not  palpable 
or  obvious ;  but  when  the  people  saw  a  distinc- 
tion of  banks  created — when  they  viewed  with 
astonishment  the  train  of  wealth  which  fol- 
lowed individuals,  whose  sndden  exaltation 
surprised  even  the  possessors — they  wonld  in- 
qnire  how  all  this  came  abontt  They  will  then 
examine  into  the  powers  by  which  these  pheno- 
mena have  arisen,  and  they  wiU  find—they  will 
reprobate  the  falsehood  of  the  theories  of  tlie 
present  day. 

He  sdd,  that  gratlemen  had  told  ns  of  tike 
sudden  irruptions  of  enemies.  When  tliose  no- 
cessities  arrive,  it  is  time  enough  to  make  use  at 
them  to  break  your  constitution.  But,  gentle- 
men say,  npon  emergencies  the  Bank  will  loan 
money.  We  difier  in  opinion.  I  think  when 
we  want  it  most,  the  Bank  will  he  most  nnable 
and  unwilling  to  lend.    If  we  are  in  prosperitf, 


Coot^le 


ABBIBGHKNT  OF  THB 


[FEBBUAKr,   ITM, 


w«  ou  boTTOV  nuMieT  almost  eaj  where;  bnt 
bt  adveraity,  stoddidaen  will  avoid  d 
much  oaation  as  any  other  capitalUU. 


fiat  A  geotiem^QIt.  Aubb)  taila  as  not  to  be 
alarmed,  the  Back  viD  not  eat  Dp  libert; — he 
Hid  be  vas  not  afraid.  He  was  not  under  any 
■pprahensioas  that  all  the  little  inflnence  that 
dongresa  possessed  would  destroy  the  great 
q[>irit  of  Amerioan  liberty.  The  body  of  the 
people  would  laugh  at  and  ridicule  any  attempt 
to  enslave  Iliem  ;  bat  a  conduct  which  had  that 
tendency  might  arouse  alarming  passions.  Ue 
said,  there  existed  at  tbie  moment  ill-blood  in 
the  TTuitad  St&tea,  which  to  qniet  he  vould 
readily  agree  to  enterinto  a  foreign  war.  Amer- 
ica with  OB,  we  might  defy  the  world.  There 
was  bnt  one  people  he  was  afraid  of  offending. 
This  was  America.  He  was  not  afraid  of  foreign 
enemies,  but  the  resentment  of  onr  own  conn- 
try  is  always  a  snlnect  of  serianH  a^ipreheusion. 
He  obeerred,  that  uiere  were  other  part^  of.  this 
important  and  diffuHlve  saUect  whichilyi  might 
bare  touched,  but  he  bad  &tigaed  himaelf  and 
tbeHooee. 

Vr,  Smith  (of  South  Oarolina)  said,  as  he  bad 
been  greatly  misunderstood  by  the  gentleman 
last  up,  he  wished  to  explain  the  position  he  had 
bid  diown.  He  had  never  been  so  absnrd  as  to 
contend,  as  the  zentleman  had  stated,  that  what- 
ever the  L^slatnre  thought  eipedient,  was 
therefore  constitutional.  He  had  only  argued 
that  in  eeses  where  the  question  was,  whether 
a  law  was  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  a  given 
power  into  effect,  the  members  of  the  L^isla- 
tnre  had  no  other  guide  but  their  own  Judgment, 
from  which  alone  they  were  to  determine  whe- 
tlter  tlie  measure  proposed  was  necessary  and 

Enper  to  carry  tlie  powers  Tested  in  Congress 
ito  full  effect.  J£,  in  such  cases,  it  appeared 
to  them,  on  solemn  deliberation,  that  the  meas- 
ure was  not  prohibited  by  any  part  of  the  oon- 
■titutiou,  was  not  a  violation  of  the  rights  of 
any  Stat«  or  individual,  and  was  peculiarly  ne-. 
oeasary  and  proper  to  carry  into  operation  cer- 
tain essenUal  powers  of  the  Government,  it  was 
tben  not  only  Justifiable  on  the  part  of  Oongress, 
but  it  was  even  their  duty  to  adopt  snoh  meas- 
'nre.  That,  nevertheless,  it  was  still  within  the 
province  of  tlie  Judiinary  to  annul  the  law,  if 
it  should  be  by  tbem  deemed  not  to  result  by 
ftir  oonstmcUon  from  the  powers  vested  by  the 
ouiutitntion. 


MoHSAT,  February  T. 

Rmi  of  th»   ETniElpi  StaUt. 

The  Eonse  resnmed  tbe  consideration  of  the 

bm  for  incorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United 

States. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  passage  of  the 

un, 

Mr.  Giles. — In  the  oonrse  of  discusting  the 
present  important  queatiou,  it  has  been  severM 
times  insinuated  that  local  motives,  and  not  a 
candid  and  patriotic  investigation  of  the  subject 
i^n  its  merits,  have  given  rise  to  tliat  differ- 


ence of  cvinitm  wbioh  haa  been  herebrfbn 
manifested  in  this  House.  I  shall  not  exanuna 
tbe  tmth  of  this  obeervatiou,  bat  merely  re- 
mark, that  the  oanaee  which  may  have  produced 
the  arguments  against  the  proposed  meaanrs, 
whatever  tbey  may  be,  can  neither  add  to,  ncs 
take  from,  Uieir  ment  or  iufioenoe,  and,  cj 
course,  the  inunualions  mi^t  have  beien  qwred 
without  injury  to  the  subject;  bat  so  far  as  the 
observation  may  have  been  intended  to  ^i^ 
to  myself  I  can  truly  say,  that  if  «  bias  wen 
to  influence  my  oonduot,  it  would  rather  direct 
it  to  &vor,  than  to  oppoee  the  proposed  meaa- 
ure.  This  bias  would  arise  from  two  oanaea : 
the  one  from  tbe  reepect  which  I  eut«rtain  fee 
the  Judgments  of  the  minority  wbo  advocate 
the  measure ;  tbe  oCJter  at  a  more  Berioaa  na- 
ture. I  have  observed  with  regret  a  radical 
difference  of  oninion  t>etweeu  gentlemen  frtm 
the  Eastern  ana  Southern  Statee,  upon  tlie  great 
Qovemmental  questions,  and  have  been  led  to 
conclude,  that  tbe  operation  of  that  cause  alona 
might  cast  ominous  coiyectare  ou  the  promised 
success  of  this  mnch  vuued  Government.  Mu- 
tual couceBwona  ^ipear  to  be  necessary  to  ob- 
viate this  effect,  andl  have  always  tjeen  pleased 
in  manifesting  my  dispoMtion  to  make  advan- 
ces; but  frxim  the  meet  careful  view  of  the 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  proposed  meaanre 
considered  under  this  impreeaion,  they  do  not 
seem  to  me  sufficient  to  ettablish  the  proprieCf 
of  its  adoption,  and  I  am  therefore  impelled,  by 
tt)e  joint  inflnenoe  of  duty  and  opinion,  to  be 
one  m  tlie  oppoeitioo. 

A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ahxs) 
prefiaced  his  observations  with  this  remark, 
that  it  ia  easier  to  point  out  defects  and  laiae 
objections  to  any  proposed  system,  than  to  de- 
fend it  frvm  otijections,  and  prove  its  affirma- 
tive propriety,  and  warned  tiie  House  against 
the  effects  of  arguments  of  this  natore,  urged 
La  opposition  to  the  measures  now  under  onnr 
sideration.  I  agree  wttb  the  gentleman  in  tJii* 
idea  in 'general,  but  we  should  reflect  that  in 
the  present  case  the  address  of  the  argnnmits 
in  &Tor  of  the  measure  ia  made  to  one  of  tlw 
strongest  affections  of  tbe  human  mind,  the 
love  of  dominion;  and  hence  we  may  jnatiy 
conclude,  that  they  will  be  received  and  re- 
lished with  their  niU  and  nnabatad  inflnenoe. 
This  reflection  appears  to  me  to  be  at  least  a 
counterpoise  to  that  remark. 

Tbe  advocates  of  this  bill  have  been  called 
on,  and  I  conceive  with  propriety,  to  show  its 
constitntionolity  and  expediency,  l>odi  of  which 
have  been  donbted  by  those  of  the  oppositioo. 
In  support  of  the  first  position,  a  mnltitude  of 
arguments  have  been  adduced,  all  of  which  may 
be  reducible  to  the  following  heads ;  such  as  are 
drawn  from  the  conatitntion  itself;  from  the 
incidentality  of  this  authority  to  the  mere 
creation  and  existence  of  govenunont;  firom 
the  expediency  of  the  measure  itself;  and  frwn 
precedents  of  Cougress ;  to  which  may  be  added 
a  similar  exercise  of  anthority  by  Oongreas^  on- 
der  the  former  Gonfbderatioti, 
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Obeerrations  arUms  from  the  constitutioa  it- 
tell,  were  of  two  klnda.  The  right  of  exercis- 
ing tbu  sDthorit;  is  either  eipreased  in  the 
HWatltntioD,  or  dedacible  from  it  hj  necesaaiy 
impBoatioii.  One  gentlenuui  only,  from  Maassr 
chuMtta,  (Ur.  6ii>awiCE,')  has  ventured  to  as- 
Krl,  that,  discardiDg  the  doctrine  of  implication, 
he  could  show  that  the  right  to. exercise  the 
■Dthoritj  contended  for  wae  exprefial;  con< 
timed  in  the  constitntion.  This,  I  presume, 
must  have  been  a  mistake  in  langnsge,  because 
tlie  difference  between  an  express  and  an  im- 
[died  anthoritj  appears  to  me  to  consiat  in  this 
—in  the  one  case,  the  natnral  import  of  the 
words  nsed  in  granting  the  aathoritj  would  of 
themKlveB  convej  a  complete  idea  to  the  mind 
of  the  anthoritj  granted,  without  the  aid  of  ar- 
gument or  deduction ;  in  the  other,  to  convey  a 
complete  idea  to  the  mind,  the  aid  of  ergnment 
and  deduction  is  found  neceaaary  to  the  usual 
import  of  words  used;  and  that  gentleman 
proceeded  with  a  labored  argument  to  prove, 
that  the  anthoritj  was  eipresalj  crantod,  which 
woold  have  been  totally  useless,  u  tiis  assertion 
had  been  JosL 

[Hr.  Sedowiok  rose  to  explain ;  he  never  con- 
ceived the  authority  granted  bj  the  express 
words  of  the  constitntion,  hot  absolutely  by 
neoeasaiy  implication  from  different  parts  of  it.] 

I  <hall  not  contend  as  to  the  aasertJoiL  hat 
tbtH  i^oceed  (o  condder  the  arguments  in  favor 
rf the measore  upon  (^doctrine of  implieatioD ; 
which,  inde«d,  are  those  only  which  deserve 
oondderation. 

In  doing  this,  I  shall  oonMder  the  authority 
ocntended  for  to  apply  to  that  of  granting  char- 
ters to  corporations  in  general,  ftir  I  do  not 
KCoDect  any  circumstance,  and  I  believe  none 
hm  been  pretended,  which  conld  vary  this  case 
fitan  the  general  exercise  of  that  authority.  To 
tttablish  the  affirmative  of  this  propodtion,  ar- 
gnments  have  been  drawn  from  the  several 
parts  of  the  con-ttitntion ;  the  content  has  been 
ivort«d  to.  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United 
8tata^  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
establish  Jostioa,  ensure  domestic  tranqidllity, 
jrovide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfkre,  and  secure  the  bleesings  of  lib- 
nty  to  tnuselvea  and  onr  poateritj,  &c.  It 
has  been  remarked,  that  here  Uie  en^  for  which 
tbis  Qovemment  was  established  are  clearly 
pointed  out ;  the  means  to  prodnce  tlie  ends  are 
Wt  to  the  choice  of  the  Legisl&tnre,  and  that 
the  iDaorporstiDa  of  a  bank  is  one  necessary 
mean  to  produce  theee  general  ends.  It  may  tie 
observed,  in  reply,  that  the  context  contem- 
^atas  every  general  olject  of  Gkivemment 
whatever ;  and  if  this  reasoning  were  to  be  con- 
dfflive:,  every  ol^eot  of  Qovemment  would  be 
within  the  authority  of  Congreea,  and  the  detwl 
rf  the  constitntion  would  have  been  wholly 
BniMOessaiy,  fbrther  than  to  de>dgnate  the  sev- 
«ral  brancheis  of  the  Government  which  were  to 
bo  intrusted  with  this  unlimited,  discretionary 
dioioe  of  mean^  to  produce  these  specified  ends. 
The  same  reasoning  wonld  apply  as  foidbly  to 
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every  clause  of  the  constitution,  restraining  the 
authority  of  Congress  to  the  present  case,  or  to 
any  one  in  which  the  constitution  is  silent. 
Tlie  only  candid  construction  arising;  from  the 
context  appears  to  me  to  be  this ;  it  is  designed, 
and  it  is  the  known  office  of  every  member  to 
point  out  the  great  objects  proposed  to  be  an- 
swered by  the  subsequent  regulations  of  which 
the  constitntion  is  composed.  TheM  regula- 
tioDB  contain  the  means  by  which  these  objects 
are  presumed  to  be  best  answered.  These  means 
consist  in  «  proper  distribution  of  all  Govern- 
mental rights  between  the  Government  of  tlie 
United  States  and  the  several  State  govern- 
ments, and  in  fixing  Umits  to  tbe  exercise  of  all 
authorities  granted  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  context,  therefore,  gives  no 
authority  whatever,  bat  onlr  contemplates  the 
euda  for  which  certun  authorities  are  subse- 
qnenUy  given.  Argnments  drawn  from  this 
source  appear  to  be  ineffectual  in  titemselvea, 
and  the  reliance  of  gentlemen  upon  them  indi- 
cates a  suspicion  and  distrust  of  such  as  may  l>e 
drawn  f^om  other  parte  of  the  constitution. 
Tbe  advocates  of  the  bill  have  turned  away 
from  this  context,  and  have  applied  to  the  body 
of  the  constitution  in  search  of  arguments. 
They  have  fixed  upon  the  following  clansea,  to 
all  or  some  one  of  which  they  assert  the  author- 
ity contendedforis  dearly  incidental;  theright 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  &c.,  && ;  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare, 
&c. ;  to  borrow  money,  &c. ;  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  &c.  Tbe  bill  con-  ' 
templates  neither  tbe  laying  nor  collectiog  tax- 
es, and,  of  course,  it  cannot  be  included  in  that 
clause ;  indeed,  it  is  not  pret«nded,  by  the  bill 
itself,  to  be  at  all  necessary  to  prodnce  either  of 
those  ends;  the  fhrthest  the  idea  is  carried  In 
the  bill,  is,  that  it  will  tend  to  give  a  facility  to 
the  ootiection. 

Tlie  terms  "  common  defenoe  and  general 
wel&re"  contun  no  grant  of  anv  specific  an- 
tbority,  and  can  relate  to  snch  only  as  are  par- 
ticularly enumerated  and  specified,  "  To  bor- 
row money."  GenUemen  have  relied  maoh 
upon  this  clause ;  their  reasoning  is,  that  a  right 
to  incorporate  a  bank  is  incidental  to  that  of 
borrowing  money,  because  it  creates  the  ability 
to  lend,  which  is  necessary  to  effectuate  tbe 
right  to  horrDw.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover  one 
nngle  relation  Iwtween  theright  to  borrow,  and 
the  right  to  create  the  ability  to  lend,  which  is 
necessary  to  exist  between  principal  and  ind- 
dent.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  incidental  an- 
thority  is  paramonnt  to  the  principal,  for  Uie 
right  of  creating  tbe  ability  to  lena  ia  greater 
than  that  of  borrowing  from  a  previously  exist- 
ing ability.  I  should,  therefore,  rather  conclude 
that  the  right  to  borrow,  if  there  be  a  con- 
nection at  all,  would  be  inddentol  to  the  right 
to  grant  charters  of  incorporation,  than  tbe  re- 
verse of  that  proposition,  which  is  the  doctrine 
contended  for  by  the  advocates  of  the  measure. 
The  same  reasoning  which  would  eetablish  a 
right  to  create  the  ability  to  lend,  would  a^j 
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more  itxonglj  to  enforce  the  wQI  after  the  abil- 
it]'  U  oreated ;  beoaiue  the  oreator  -wonld  have 
a  olum  of  ^atitDde  at  least  npon  Ute  created 
ability,  which  if  withheld.  perbape,withjaetice 
ndght  he  iiuiated  on.  "  To  regulate  oommerce 
wiOi  fbreign  nationB."  Thia  is  bj  no  meant  a 
uds&otory  gronnd  for  the  ammiptiaD  of  this 
anthoritj ;  for  if  it  be  deemed  a  oommerdal  reg- 
nladon,  there  is  a  clause  in  the  qonstdtataon 
which  would  abeolntely  inhibit  its  exercise.  I 
allnde  to  that  claose  which  proridea  that  no 
preferenoe  shall  be  ^ven  by  anj  regulation  of 
commeroe  or  revenne  to  the  porta  of  one  Btate 
over  those  of  another;  and  it  aeems  to  be  ad- 
mitted, Out  one  principal  effect  to  be  prodnoed 
by  the  operation  of  tiua  maaanre  will  be  to  give 
a  dedded  oommeroial  preference  to  ttiia  port 
ovtBC  every  other  in  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen  finding  it  difficult  to  diow  Utat 
neoMsary  relation  and  Intimate  connection  be- 
tween the  anthority  contended  for,  and  any  one 
of  the  qwcifled  authoritiei  before  mentioned, 
which  would  be  eeswitial  to  the  establishment 
of  their  doctrine,  have  referred  to  what  has  been 
generally  colled  the  eweeping  danee,  and  have 
made  dednctjona  from  the  terma  "neoeesary" 
and  "  proper ;"  they  have  observed  that  certain 
Bpedfled  anthoritiea  .being  granted,  all  others 
neoeBBOryto  their  execution  follow  without  any 
particnlar  specification.  This  observation  may 
in  general  be  true,  but  Ita  fallacy  here  con^sta 
in  ita  applioatdon  to  this  particular  case.  It 
cannot  be  applied  until  the  exercise  of  thia  an- 
thority  be  proved  to  be  neoewarily  connected 
with  Bome  one  of  the  previously  ennmeratad 
BulhoritiM,  and  here  the  argument,  as  well  as 
the  fact,  fiula. 

The  authority  contended  for  aeema  to  me  to 
ion. 


a  Satinet  substantive  branch  of  lwalati< 
e  ofthe  p: 
TlonaW   enninerated   anthoriliea,  and   ahonld 
therefore  not  be  oBDipedas  an  incidental  aabat- 


tern  authority. 

I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the  Indis- 
tinct, oonf^iBed  oonoeplions  of  gentlemen  who 
advocate  the  meaaure.  They  rely  upon  the  in- 
ddentality  of  this  authority  to  some  one  of  those 
particularly  apedfied,  and  yet  have  applied  it  as 
an  Inddeat  to  several  distinct,  unconneoted  snb- 
jeota  of  legation;  and  then,  distrusting  their 
own  oonolndons,  or  as  if  the  Inquiry  would  be 
too  troobleeome  br  minute,  they  leave  this 
ground,  and  aeaert  that  h  ia  incidental  to  the 
rwnlt  of  the  whde  combined  ^ecified  nttthori- 
tiea.  Geutlemen  must,  therefore,  view  this 
ri^t  throng  different  {^cs,  at  di^reot  timea ; 
or,  what  I  rather  believe  to  be  the  feet,  the; 
have  no  distinct  view  of  it  at  all,  the  tight  hav- 
ing no  eziatenoe. 

A  gentleman  from  Hassaohoaetts,  (Mr.  8n>a- 
WIOE,)  finding  the  usual  import  of  the  terms 
naed  in  the  constitution  to  be  rather  unfavor- 
able to  the  dootrinea  advanced  by  him,  has  fa- 
Tored  ua  with  a  new  exposition  of  the  word 
"necessary."  He  Baya  that  "necessary,"  as 
^tplioable  to  a  mean  to  ^^aoe  an  end,  should 


be  oonatmed  so  as  to  prodnoe  the  greatest  quan- 
tmn  <^  pnblio  nHUty.  I  have  been  tsught  to 
oonodve  that  the  tme  ezpodtion  of  a  noooaMry 
mean  la  prodnoe  a  given  end  was  that  mean 
withoot  which  the  end  oould  not  be  prodnoed. 

The  gentleman's  reasoning,  however,  if  pur- 
sued, wil)  be  found  to  teem  with  dAngeroos 
efibcts,  and  wonid  Justify  the  aaninptioQ  of  any 
given  authority  whatever.  Terms  are  to  be  n 
construed  as  to  produce  the  greatest  degree  of 
pnblio  utility.  Oongreee  are  to  be  the  jndgea  ef 
this  degree  of  utility.  This  utility,  when  de- 
cided on,  will  be  the  groJnkA  of  constitutiwuiU^. 
Henoe  any  measure  may  be  proved  oonatitn- 
ttonal  whidi  Oongren  may  Juoge  to  be  naeftiL 
These  deductions  would  anbom  the  oonstitnticn 
itself  and  blot  out  the  great  distinfrnishing 
oharaoteriatla  of  the  ft«e  constitutions  of  Amer- 
ica, as  oomparad  witb  the  despotic  Qovemmentt 
of  Europe^  which  oonaist  in  living  the  bounda- 
rica  of  govenunental  anthori^  okarly  mailed 
ont  and  ascertained. 

The  exdnaive  Jnrladiction  over  ten  milei 
eqaare  has  been  adverted  to  by  one  gentleman 
(Mr.  Ama)  aa  a  q>ecifled  authorih-,  to  whid 
the  one  contended  for  is  suggested  to  be  inci- 
dental. He  has  reasoned  in  this  manner :  Oon- 
greas  poaseaa  Jurisdiction  over  ten  miles  aqoare, 
Ac.  1  Congress  may  therefore  establish  a  bank 
within  the  ten  miles  square,  and,  as  prindple  is 
not  applicable  to  place,  Oongreea  may  ezeroM 
the  same  anthority  any  where  else.  This  Reens 
to  me  to  be  an  ingenious  improvement  npoo 
sopbistioal  deduction ;  the  genUeman,  howevw, 
should  have  reflected  that  the  ground  upon 
which  he  built  the  ri^ht  to  exercise  this  author- 
ity was  that  of  exdusive  jurisdiotiou,  and  to  ex- 
t^d  the  prindple  it  is  neceesary  to  extend  the 
right  of  exclusive  jorifidictioQ ;  witliout  this,  llta 
basis  of  his  argmnent  fails,  and  the  superstruc- 
ture, however  beautjfol,  must  foEow ;  for  the 
prindple,  if  at  all  dedaoible  f^m  that  aooroe,  is 
expressly  confined  to  place,  and  cannot  operate 
beyond  it. 

I  shall  now  oonalder  tba  second  reeonrce, 
whence  the  oonsdtntional  right  of  eieroinng 
the  proposed  authority  is  derived ;  its  inddcot- 
tality  to  the  mere  creation  and  existence  d 
government  It  has  been  observed,  that  in  all 
govemmenta  there  are  oertun  rights  tadtiy 
granted,  and  certain  other  rights  retained ;  that 
it  ia  impoadble,  in  framing  a  oonstitntion,  to 
ennmerate  every  minute  goTemmental  right 
and  that  such  an  attempt  wonld  be  chimerics 
and  vun.  And  hence  the  inddentality  of  this 
authority  to  the  mere  existence  of  government 
ia  inferred.  These  obeervationa  seem  to  me  to 
apply  to  a  government  growing  out  of  a  state 
of  aodety,  and  not  to  a  government  composed 
of  chartered  rights  from  previously  existing 
govemmenta,  or  the peopleof  those  govemmenta. 
1  b^ve  been  taught  to  coneideT  this  as  a  Federal, 
not  aa  a  conaolidated  Government,  and  am  not 
prepared  or  diqMtsed  at  present  to  relinquish 
that  idea.  A  gentieman  from  New  York  (Ifr. 
LiWBEtion}  bos  remsi'ked,  that  the  Government 
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^  dthur  inoideitls;  but  he  sboidd 
int  have  shown  that  tb«  avlhori^  oontended 
for  is  oiM  of  dioM  gruited,  or  inciduital  to  Bome 
WW  of  them,  befonthe  aM>Boc^<^  ^"^  ^  made. 
The  obMTTatioD  oaa  have  no  tendoioyto  ee- 
tablHh  ritfaer  of  thoM  pMilJonB.  What  eSbot 
Tonld  tUa  docArbte,  if  admitted,  haTs  nrxm  the 
State  ooTenrnMOtaT  And  hov  would  U  be 
itfudiM  trr  them  t  Thur  digmt7  and  otmse- 
qaenoe  wul  not  only  be  prottrated  by  It,  bat 
their  TMj  eiiitenoe  radfeaUy  lahverted.  A 
third  raaaaroa  ol  dedndng  this  ooDstitational 
aathoritv  is  reaorted  to — ue  expediency  of  the 
profMoed  DMa8m«  itself.  I  ptfenme  the  great 
otijeot  of  the  ooostitntion  was  to  dlatribnte  all 
governmental  rights  between  the  several  State 
Govemmoita  and  the  Goveniment  of  tUe  Uni- 
ted States ;  the  expediency,  therefore,  of  the 
•zeroise  of  all  aonsotntiomu  ri^ts,  as  they  re- 
late to  State  or  Gmeral  QoTeraments,  U  pro- 
perly oontaraplated  and  dedded  by  the  ooDsd- 
tntlon,  and  not  by  the  Governments  among 
whitdi  the  dktribntion  is  made.  A  gentleman 
fhon  Boath  OaroUna  (Ur.  Surra)  has  said,  that 
the  axpedieof^  and  oonstitationality  of  the 
pnposed  meaanre  oaanot  be  oonndered  separ- 
ateh,  beoanae  the  oonstdtntionality  grows  out 
of  the  axpedienoy.  TIda  is  but  candldiv  nnvell- 
faig  the  BUl;}eot  ot  that  aophiatloal  muik  whieh 
haa  been  ingenionaly  thrown  over  it  by  i 
gmtlemen ;  for  all  the  arguments  addnoed  in 
nrot  of  the  meaanre,  from  whatever  source 
th«y  arise,  if  pnnnied,  will  be  found  to  mah  into 
the  great  <aie  of  expediency,  to  bear  down  all 
eiHkstitational  prorUona,  and  to  end  tbemselvei 
in  the  nnlindted  ooean  of  despotism. 

Bevwri  genUemen  have  aud,  that  thia  autho- 
rity may  be  saMy  uerdaed,  since  it  does  not 
intarftre  with  the  rights  of  States  or  individnals. 
I  think  this  amertion  not  my  correct ;  if  the 
States  be  ooostitnUonaBy  entitled  to  ^e  exercise 
ef  tUs  anihority,  tt  is  an  Intnuion  on  thdr 
rl^ta  to  do  an  act  which  would  evuitaally  de- 
stroy  or  impede  the  ft^eet  eieroiae  of  that 
sotbicvity ;  for  it  is  totally  hnmaterkl  whether 
the  effeot  be  nrodooed  by  the  operation  of  this, 
V  by  an  iimilntitm  in  expreas  terma.  The 
BUtM  may  not  only  inoorporate  banks,  bat  may 
«f  right  prohiUt  uie  dronlation  of  bank  paper 
irittun  Ihdr  reiipeetive  limits ;  the  act,  there- 
tara,  if  ttbebtendedtohaveaaeffeotaalopera- 
tlan,  wUl  certainly  infringe  this  right,  or  exist 
•t  the  meroy  of  the  State  Kovenunents.  This 
naaonin^  Irawever,  places  the  anbjeot  in  another 
pmnt  of  view  a  litUe  ringnlsr.  It  ooatempUtes 
ne  anthoritj  ocmtended  for  as  vacant  ground, 
and  JQstifiee  the  tennre  bv  the  mere  title  of  oo- 
enpanoy.  In  almost  all  the  remarks  in  &vor  of 
the  meamre,  gentlemen  seem  to  have  forgotten 
the  peculiar  nature  of  this  GovemmenL  It 
being  composed  of  mere  chartered  anthoritiee, 
an  aothority  not  cmtained  within  that  charter 
iroald,  trom  the  nature  of  the  grant,  have  been 
'a  the  granting  party ;  and  1  vill  ven- 

sert,  that  this  (qnnion  waa  the  lint  gva 


nan  of  the  adoption  and  existence  of  thia  Govern- 
ment ;  bat  if  thia  ojnnlon  had  been  doubthl, 
Congress  thenuelvea  have  made  an  express  de- 
claration iu  fovor  of  thia  oonrtmotion  to  the 
proposedamendments  to  theoonstitution.  G^- 
tlemen  have  inferred  a  oonatitational  right  to 
exerdse  the  authority  contended  for  from  a 
fourth  rasoDree — the  former  usagee  and  bablto 
of  Oongreaa.  In  aSrmanoe  of  thia  aivument, 
several  acta  of  Oongreas  have  been  referred  to 
— the  power  of  removal  from  office,  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  Vestern  Twritory,  the  omaoo  from 
North  Carolina,  the  pnrcbaae  of  West  PoinV 
&o.  I  ahall  not  examiue  into  the  propriety  of 
these  several  acta,  though  I  conceive  it  wonld 
not  be  diffloolt  to  show,  thst  they  differ  mate- 
rially, upon  ooDBtitntioDal  gronnds,  from  the 
one  now  proposed.  I  ehaU  only  remark,  that, 
if  Congress  have  heretofi^re  been  in  the  nsage 
and  habit  of  disregarding  and  violating  the  con- 
stitution, it  ia  high  time  that  that  habit  and 
nsage  be  corrected.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the 
people  of  the  Cnited  Blatea  will  not  tamely  see 
the  only  secnrih  of  their  rights  and  liberties 
invaded  and  violated,  but  also  see  one  violation 
ot  it  with  tnmnnity  boldly  urged  as  an  argn- 
ment  to  Jnstiiy  another. 

An  inatauce  of  a  rimilar  exercise  of  authority 
by  the  Congress  which  existed  under  the  former 
Confederation,  haa  been  mentioned  in  ftvor  of 
its  exepoiae  by  the  preeent  Congreee.  The  argu- 
ment has  been,  that  aa  the  powera  of  the  pres- 
ent CongrcM  are  greater  than  those  of  the 
former  Oongreaa,  and  the  fonner  were  oompe- 
t«it  to  the  exerdse  of  tbia  right,  the  present 
must  be  more  ao.  It  is  to  be  remark^  that 
that  act  waa  the  ohild  of  neceaaity,  and  that 
OoDgreae  doubted  iCa  leKitimaoy,  and  the  act 
itself  was  never  confirmed  by  a  jndioial  dedmoD ; 
and  it  ahoold  be  also  rraouked,  that  the  same 
Congren  did  not  pretend  to  poesese  the  right  to 
punUk  those  who  should  ooDnt«rfbit  thepq)er 
of  the  Bank,  and  reoommended  it  to  the  Statea 
to  oonflrm  the  act  whioh  they  had  done,  aud  to 
pass  laws  for  the  purpose  of  pnnighing  those 
who  ahonld  oountmeit  the  paper,  and  it  is  a 
littie  remarkable  that  this  oircumstanoe,  whioh 
ia  one  of  the  moat  eaaential  to  the  exiatenoe  and 
operation  of  thia  act,  ia  withheld  from  onr  view. 
But  as  I  think  ai^umenta  drawn  from  thia 
source  wholly  fordgn  to  the  subject,  I  shall 
make  no  further  remark  npon  them. 

I  shall  DOW  suggest  a  few  obeervstions  respeot- 
ing  the  expediency  of  the  proposed  meaaore. 
In  doing  thia,  I  ahall  not  aay  any  thing  aa  to 
the  utility  of  banks  in  geuenil,  nor  as  to  the 
effects  of  the  banks  of  England,  Scotland,  Hol- 
land, &c.  1  poaaess  not  anffloient  praotioal  or 
theoretical  knowledge  to  Juatify  the  inquiry; 


administering,  which  might  vary  the 

application  of  general  rat«B,  drawn  from  govem- 
menta  of  a  different  nature,  and  which  posaesa 
the  nnqueationed  right,  of  granting  chaitara  at 
incorporation. 
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In  the  flr«t  slttoe,  the  right  ta  exenuiog  tbat 
anthori^  by  tae  Oiivemmeat  is  at  least  proble- 
ini^c*!,  it  is  Qovhera  muted  in  expraei  terms ; 
the  LegisUtare,  therOfore,  can  bave  no  oompe- 
tmt  security  agaiost  a  JadioEal  deoision  but  a 
dependent  or  a  corrapt  conrt.  1  presume  that 
a  law  to  pnniah  with  death  those  who  ooanter- 
felt  the  paper  emitted  by  the  Bank  will  be  oon- 
■eqaent  upon  the  ezistenoe  of  this  act.  Henoe 
a  jndiciid  decision  will  probably  be  had  of  the 
most  senona  and  awfol  nature ',  the  life  of  an 
IndiTidoal  at  stake  on  the  one  hand,  an  impro- 
vident  act  of  the  OoTenunent  on  the  other.  A 
distnist  arisins  firom  this  oause  will  for  ever 
keep  the  Baok  in  jeopardy,  and  the  very  first 
trial  of  this  nature  will  probably  sabject  the 
Bank  to  a  run  which  it  will  be  onable  to  with- 
standj  for  all  stockholders  will  require  the 
greatest  posmble  security  for  their  money,  and 
a  distrast  of  snch  an  institotjon  will  be  its  de- 
■traction.  This  observation  seems  to  me  to  hsTe 
peouliar  force,  from  the  great  proportion  of 
paper  to  that  of  gold  and  ulver,  upon  which 
the  Bank  is  proposed  to  be  founded.  The  pecu- 
liar relation  between  tlie  (JenersI  and  8tAt« 
Oovemments,  will  naturally  produce  a  contest 
for  governmental  rights,  until  long  experience 
shaU  settle  the  precise  boundaries  between  them. 
The  present  measure  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
unprovoked  advance  in  this  scramble  for  autho- 
rity, and  a  mere  eiperiment  how  far  we  may 
proceed  without  involving  the  oppoMtlon  of  the 
State  Oovemments,  It  should  be  remarked  that 
this  Oovernment  is  in  its  childhood;  it  is  there- 
fore unfitted  for  such  bold  and  manly  enterprises, 
and  policT  would  dictate  that  it  should  wait  at 
least  Quol  it  may  have  become  more  matored 
or  invigorated.  Two  modes  of  administering 
this  Qovemment  present  themselves;  the  one 
with  mildness  and  moderation,  by  keeping  with' 
in  the  known  boundaries  of  the  constitution, 
the  other,  by  the  creation  and  operation  of  fiscal 
mechanism;  the  first  will  ensure  us  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  the  only  natural  and  sub- 
stantial basis  of  Kepublican  Governments ;  the 
other  win  arise  ana  exist  in  oppression  and  iu- 
justice,  will  increase  the  previously  existing 
jealooaies  of  the  people,  and  must  tte  idtimat«ly 
discarded,  or  bring  about  a  radical  change 
in  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Having  sug- 
gested these  observations  upon  the  measure  m 
general,  I  shall  now  proceea  to  point  out  a  few 
oljjeotions  to  the  detuls  of  the  bill.  I  think  the 
authority  given  to  the  Bank  to  purchase  and 
hold  lands  objectionable;  in  the  first  place  I 
doubt  the  constitutional  right  of  Congress  to 
invest  such  an  authority ;  the  lands  within  the 
United  States  are  holden  of  the  individual  Statea, 
and  not  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  tenure 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  ground  upon  whioh 
the  right  to  eiefoiae  that  authority  grows.  I 
believe  it  is  admitted,  that  although  CJongress 
may  naturalize  a  foreigner,  they  cannot  autho- 
rize bim  to  purchase  lands;  and  I  think  the 
case  at  least  as  strong,  when  they  first  create  an 
■rtifidal  person,  and  then  invest  the  authority; 


beridee.  if  we  have  any  reference  to  the  ezpcri- 
enoe  of  other  oountiies,  we  shall  find  it  dan- 
gerons  to  allow  inoorporated  bodiee  to  hold  lands 
at  alL  The  exenuse  of  that  right  prpdneed 
great  oppresaon  in  ilngland,  and  nothing  bnt 
the  masterly  activity  of  an  abaoliite  prince  oanld 
apply  a  oompetent  remedy.  A  gentleman  tram 
MasMcbasetta  Qtc.  Sbdowiox)  haa  denied  that 
the  Bank  Is  invested  with  this  right. 


mortgage,  but  that  is  the  most  eflectoal  i  ___ 
of  porchaaing^andthemoat  nunonato  tlteland- 

I  will  merely  mention  one  other  ot^ectjoo 
without  a  comment — the  authority  ^ven  to 
make  laws  not  contrary  to  law  or  ita  own  con- 
stitution ;  bat  the  most  objectionable  olaose  ts 
that  which  limita  ite  duration,  and  pledgee  the 
futh  of  the  United  States  that  so  other  bank 
shall  be  estabUAed  in  the  mean  time,  however 
dangerous  and  ofibnave  the  present  meaBure 
might  prove  In  its  operation,  and  whatever  may 
be  the  utility  and  advantage  m  any  other  scheme 


the  most  pointed  necessity,  and  ttoia  the  ma- 
tureet  deliberation.  Wh^  I  search  for  Hu 
necessity  of  this  measure  it  esoi4>B8  me ;  it  ii 
not  pretended  in  the  hill  itself;  the  chief  sti- 
mulns  which  I  can  discover  to  the  existence  of 
this  measure,  is  to  give  artificial  impulse  to  the 
value  of  stock.  This  is  not  a  sufficient  joatifi- 
oation  ;  the  subject  has  not  been  euflSciwitly 
considered,  and  I  therefore  hope  it  may  be  poit- 
poned  to  some  future  ses^on  oi  Congreaa ;  many 
evils  may  be  avoided  by  such  a  ocmdnot,  dmm 
can  result  from  it. 

Kr.  QutBT  said,  he  should  prindpally  confine 
himself  to  the  objections  of  uie  gentlwuao  fint 
up  from  Yirgioia,  (Mr.  Hij>iaoi[,)  not  fitun  a 
disrespect  to  the  observBtions  of  other  gentle- 
men in  the  oppodtion,  but  beoanse  he  oonsider- 
ed  their  arguments  as  grafts  on  the  original 
stock  of  those  urged  by  the  gentleman  alluded 
to,  and  if  the  tronk  f«Il,  ita  (^ipendagee  most 
fallalao. 

The  objects  of  the  bill  were  to  Ko&er  Hm 
fiscal  administration  aucoessfiil,  and  to  ^ve  faci- 
lity to  loans  on  sudden  emergencies,  and  tA 
benefit  trade  and  industry  in  g^eral ;  and  that 
theee  were  objects  of  high  importaaoe  had  not 
been  denied,  neither  had  it  been  asserted  that 
they  ought  not  if  possible,  to  be  attuned. 

It  is  otgeoted,  however,  that  the  mode  pro- 
posed by  the  bin  is  unconstitDtiMul,  and  the  UQ 
Itself  defective. 

The  mode  proposed  is  a  National  Bank ;  to 
establish  which  ne  thought  Oongreaa  were  as 
competent  aa  either  House  were  to  a4]oiini  from 
day  to  day. 

It  is  said  that  Oongreaa  have  no  power  relat- 
ing to  thia  subject,  except  what  is  contained  in 
the  clausce  for  laying  and  oollecting  taxes,  int- 

Cts,  eiciaee,  iic ;  for  borrowing  money,  and 
making  all  laws  neoeeaary  and  proper  for 
carrying  Uiese  powen  into  e&eot;   and  that 
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these  do  not  authorize  the  eetftbllshmeDt  of  a 
National  Bank. 

To  ascertain  'thia,  the  gentleman  from  Tir~ 
ginia  praposee  a  candid  interpretation  of  the 
oonstitQtion,  whieh  we  shall  agree  to,  and  he 
oflen  to  aanst  ns  with  hia  mlee  of  inteniretatioo, 
far  his  good  intenttons  in  doing  which  we  give 
bte  fbll  credit;  bnt  aahe  acknowledgee  thathe 
has  been  long  dedded  agdnst  the  authority  of 
OongresH  to  eetablish  a  bank,  and  is  tber^re 
prejndieed  againrt  the  measare;  em  his  ral«e, 
Wng  made  for  the  ooeaaion,  are  the  reenlt  of 
lua  interpretation,  and  not  hU  interpretatit 
the  rules;  as  they  are  not  sanatioDed  by  law 
CSpcflition,  or  approTod  by  experienced  Judges 
of  die  law,  they  oaimot  he  considered  as  a  cri- 
teriou  forngalatingthejndgnientof  the  Houae, 
bat  may,  if  admitted,  prove  an  t^u^fwiuthat 
majr  lead  to  deetmction. 

We  wiih  not,  howerer,  by  eetabliehiDg  onr 
own  mlea  of  Interpretation,  to  enjoy  the  priTi- 
lege  which  it  denied  to  the  gentleman,  but  will 
naeet  him  on  fkir  ground,  by  applying  m1e« 
which  hsTe  the  eanotion  mentioned  i  and  as  the 
learned  Judge  BlaebUma  has  laid  down  sncb, 
h  ia  preaumed  the  gentleman  from  Tlt^inia  will 
not  contend  for  a  preference,  or  retW  to  be 
tried  by  thii  aUndard. 

The  Judge  obaarree:  "That  the  &ireBt  and 
moat  rational  method  to  interpret  the  will  of 
tbe  legidator  la  by  exploring  hie  intentions  at 
tfaa  time  when  the  law  was  made  by  ^;nB  the 
stoat  natural  and  probable ;  and  theee  ngns  are 
either  the  words,  the  oontcit,  the  subject-mat- 
ter, the  effect  and  couMonence,  or  the  spirit 
and  reasonof  thelaw."  ^th  reepeotto  words, 
the  Judge  observes,  that  "  the;  are  generally 
nndentood  in  their  usual  and  most  ordinary 
sSgnifloatlon,  not  so  much  regarding  the  gram- 
mar aa  their  general  and  popular  nae," 

The  gentlemen  on  different  rides  of  the  ques- 
tioa  do  not  dis^ree  with  reepeot  to  the  meaning 
of  the  tenna  tacai,  duties  impotU,  eieisM,  &o., 
or  of  borrowing  money,  but  m  the  word  n«Be»- 
aorw ;  and  the  question  is,  what  is  the  general 
•na  popular  meaning  of  this  term  I  Perhaps 
the  answer  to  the  queetion  wiU  be  trtdy  tbu, 
that  in  a  general  and  popular  one  the  word  does 
not  admit  of  a  definite  meaning,  bnt  that  this 
Tsries  aooordlng  to  the  subject  and  droum' 
atanocB.  With  respect  to  the  subject  for  in- 
stance^ If  the  people,  speaking  of  a  garrison 
besieged  hy  a  snperior  force,  and  without  pro- 
▼faions,  or  a  prospect  of  relief,  shoold  say  it 
was  under  the  neoearity  of  surrendering,  Uiey 
wonid  mean  a  physical  neceenty,  for  troops  can- 
not subrist  long  without  provwioni;  but  if 
qMoUns  of  a  deMor,  the  pet^e  should  eay  he 
was  fii^tcnad  by  his  creditor  and  then  redneed 
to  tb«  neceanty  c^  paying  his  dehta,  they  would 
1  a  legal,  whieh  is  very  different  frmn  a 


be  allowed  snhdstence,  and  the  necessity  he  was 
- -'-    'o  pay  his  debts  would  not  extend  beyond 
" ■      AgMn^  if  it  shoold  be  said 
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that  a  dient  is  under  the  neoesrity  of  giving  to 
bis  lawyer  more  than  legal  fees,  the  general 
popular  meaning  of  necensity  would,  in  this  in- 
stMioe,  he  very  different  IVom  that  in  the  other; 
the  necessity  woold  neither  be  phtrsical  nor  l^sl, 
but  artificial,  or,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, a  long-robe  neoessity. 

The  meaning  of  the  word  "  fMMWory,"  variea 
also  according  to  cironmstaneea;  for  altfaougfa 
Oongrew  have  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes, 
dnties,  ftc,  to  borrow  mouOT,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  time,  quantum,  mode,  and  every  reg- 
nlation  neoessarr  and  proper  for  supplying  the 
Treasury,  yet  tiie  people  wonld  apply  a  dif- 
ferent meuiing  to  the  word  "  necessary  "  under 
different  oircumstancefl.  For  instance,  withont 
a  sufficiency  of  precious  metals  for  a  medium, 
laws  creating  an  artificial  medium  would  be 
generally  thought  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effeet  the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes ;  but 
if  there  was  a  suffloteocy  of  such  metals,  those 
laws  woold  not  generally  be  thought  ueoenary, 
Ag^n,  if  specie  was  scarce,  and  the  credit  of 
the  Government  low,  collateral  measures  would 
be  by  the  people  thought  neeeeaar;  for  obtain- 
ing pobUc  loans :  bnt  not  so,  tf  the  case  waa  re- 
versed. Or,  if  part  of  the  States  shoold  be  in* 
vaded  and  overrun  by  an  enemy,  It  would  be 
thonght  necessary  to  levy  on  the  rest  heavy 
taxes,  and  collect  them  in  a  short  period,  and  to 
take  stock,  groin,  and  other  articles  from  the 
oiti^ns  without  their  consent,  for  the  common 
defenoe ;  bat  in  a  time  of  peace  and  safety,  such 
measures  would  be  suppoeed  unneceesary.  In- 
stancee  may  be  mnltiplied  in  other  respects ;  but 
it  is  conceived  that  these  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  popular  and  general  meaning  of  the 
word  "  neceseary,"  varies  according  to  the  sub- 
ject and  droamstanoes. 

The  second  rnle  of  int«rpretatioti  relates  to 
the  eontea^  and  the  Judge  conoeivee  that  "  if 
words  are  still  dubious,  we  may  estabUsb  theif 
meaning  by  the  context ;  thus  the  preamble  ia 
often  called  in  to  help  the  constrnction  of  an 
act  of  ParliAment."  The  constitntion,  in  the 
present  case,  is  the  great  law  of  the  people,  who 
are  themselves  the  sovereign  Legj^ture,  and 
the  preamble  ia  in  theee  words :  "We,  the  peo> 
pie  at  the  United  Btates,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  uidon,  eetablish  Justioe,  Insure  do- 
meatio  tranqoUUty,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blettdDgs  of  lilxfty  to  onrsdves  and  our  poa- 
terilT,  do  ordain  and  estabUsh  this  constitution 
for  die  Uidled  States  of  America." 

Theee  are  the  ottjeota  for  which  the  constitu- 
tion waa  established,  and  in  administering  it  we 
should  alwavs  keep  them  in  view.  And  here  it 
is  remaAaUe,  that  although  the  common  de> 
fmce  and  genial  welfare  are  held  up  in  the 
preamble  among  the  primary  objeats  at  atten- 
tion, tbey  are  again  tnsntionsd  In  the  d^th 
section  tn  the  first  artide,  whereby  we  are  en* 
Jdned  in  levying  taxes,  duties,  ke-  particnlarlv 
to  r^ard  the  common  defenoe  and  general  wet 
&re;  indeed  common  sense  dictatea  the  dim* 
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Bora ;  for  the  wonrit;  tit  out  pripertf,  ftmilies, 
and  Uberty-^of  «T«iT  thing  dear  to  oa,  dependa 
on  our  ability  to  defend  them.  The  me«na, 
therefore,  for  attaining  this  objeot,  we  osf^t  not 
to  omit  a  yearyiaonth,  or  even  a  day,  if  ve  ooold 
avoid  it ;  and  we  are  never  proTided  for  de- 
fence QDleee  prepared  for  tnddea  emei^oolee. 
Sbonld  Qovemmeat  be  BTurptised  in  tbia  oase,  it 
woold  be  as  diahoDorable  as  for  a  Reneral  to  be 
Borprised  in  a  state  of  war&r&  and  the  event  to 
the  commnnity  may  be  mnoh  more  fatal.  If 
provision  then  for  sadden  emergendea  is  India- 
pensable,  it  moat  be  evident  that  It  will  depend 
in  a  great  measure  on  the  ability  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  command,  at  all  times,  for  this  pDrpoae, 
a  eufSoient  aom  of  money,  wbiob  is  Jnatly  de- 
nominated the  sinews  of  war;  and  bow  is  tbia 
to  he  effected  t  By  emissioaa  of  biUa  of  credit  ? 
Doridg  the  Revolntion,  bills  of  credit,  it  most 
be  acicnowledged,  have  done  wonders;  they 
have,  in  oonfliot  with  the  banks,  Treasury,  and 
public  credit  of  Qreat  Britain,  risen  superior  to 
them  ell,  and  have  sinoe  died  a  natural  death. 
We  have  honored  them  with  a  ftineral  oile ;  we 
now  bid  peace  to  their  manea,  and  devoatly 
hope  that  bills  of  credit  will  for  ever  be  extinct 
in  the  United  States.  Are  we  to  depend,  then, 
on  taiea  for  commanOing  money  in  oaaea  of  nr- 
gent  neoeaaityt  These,  as  has  Deen  shown  by 
other  gentlemen,  will  be  too  alow  In  their  ope- 
rationa,  nnleaa,  indeed,  we  should  levy  a  tax  for 
drawing  into  and  locking  op  in  the  Treasa^r 
three  or  fbnr  milliona  of  doflara;  a  law  whidi 
would  be  nniveraally  oon^dered  as  nnnecessary 
and  improper. 

By  loHos,  and  loans  only,  can  provisian  be 
made  for  sndden  emergencies ;  bnt  if  loans 
ahonld  be  made  previonsly  to  an  emergency,  the 
people  wonld  he  unnecessarily  hardened  i^  the 
interest  thereof,  and  moat  of  the  other  evils 
would  ensne  that  wonld  arise  from  previons 
taxes;  and  if  tbey  were  to  be  made  at  an 
emergency,  withont  previous  arrangements,  of 
whom  are  we  to  borrowl  Of  iDdividoaUT 
These  cannot  be  depended  on,  aa  has  been  fully 
proved  by  our  own  experience  at  the  commsnoe- 
ment  of  the  Bevolntion.  Are  we  to  apply  to 
the  banks  already  established  In  the  States  for 
loans  f  These  can  no  more  be  depended  upon 
than  individoals ;  for  stockholders  having  not 
more  attachment  to  Government  than  other 
oitixens,  wonld,  in  oaaea  of  public  danger,  attend 
to  the  preservation  of  their  property  by  other 
means  than  loaning  it  to  Government.  And 
moreover,  the  united  capitals  of  all  the  banks 
existing  in  the  Utiion  wonld  be  insufficient  for 
Government,  for  they  do  not  amonnt  to  a  mil- 
lion and  ahalf  of  doliatB,  and  only  apart  in  this 
oooldfin  any  case,  be  reasonably  expected  on  loan. 

Are  we  to  apply  to  foreign  banks  or  individ- 
oalat  Tbeae,a8  hasbeenshown,aretooremote; 
and  if  not,  we  have  not  been  able,  without  the 
BB^tance  of  an  ally,  to  obtain  foreign  loans  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  perhaps  the  power  on  whose 
a^taace  we  may  rely  wonld  be  hostile  to  us. 
Such  'dependence,  then,  as  has  been  stated, 


wonld  neoeaaarily  leave  ns  in  adeplon^lestate; 
and  it  most  he  evident  that  a  previoos  arrange- 
ment to  aid  loana  in  caaM  of  sodden  (aaargeoej 


measure  that  Oougress  con  adopt  wonld  he  in- 
adequate to  the  pnrpoee  of  common  defence; 
and  what  previons  arrangement  can  we  make  ao 
prop^  as  that  of  a  National  Bank?  If  gentle- 
men in  the  oppoeition  know  of  any,  let  them 
produce  it,  and  let  the  merits  of  it  be  investi- 
gated ;  for  it  is  nnreasonahle  to  propoae  a  rejec- 
tion at  this  plan  without  prodnoing  a  better. 
The  plan  proposed  hy  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  is  now  the  snl^ect  <ff  diacos- 
sion,  does  honor,  like  all  bis  other  measoree,  to 
his  bead  and  heart ;  it  will  be  rantnally  benafl- 
cial  to  the  stookholdera  and  to  Government,  and 
consequently  so  to  the  people.  The  stockhold- 
ers by  this  plan  will  be  deeply  interested  in  sup- 
porting Government ;  becanee  three-qnartera  of 
their  capital,  ooodsting  of  timded  certifieatce, 
depend  on  the  exietenoe  of  Government,  whidi 
therefore  is  the  prop  of  tbdr  capital,  the  tnwa 
pillar  that  supports  the  bank.  Again,  the  (Tedit 
of  Government,  which  is  immoteria]  to  the 
other  banks,  is  eeeential  to  the  Nations]  Bank, 
for  the  annual  interest  of  three-qoarters  of  its 
capital,  which  moat  form  a  great  share  of  ita 
profits,  will  depend  altogether  on  the  credit  of 
Government,  and  produce,  on  the  part  of  the 
stockholdeni,  the  strongest  attatdiment  to  it 
On  the  other  band,  it  will  he  the  interest  at 
Government  to  support  the  Bank,  as  well  on  aiy 
count  of  the  benefits  which  the  public  wiO  gen- 
erally derive  from  the  Institution,  and  the  pro- 
fits ariung  from  the  ahares  of  Government  in 
the  stock  which  will  be  hereafter  nodoed,  aa  of 
the  supplies  of  money  which  it  wiU  be  ftv  the 
Interest  of  the  Bank  to  furnish  in  oaaea  of  nrguit 
neoeeaty.  Whenever  theee  exist,  Oongreaa  may 
lay  a  tax  for  supplying  the  Treasury,  and  anti- 
cipate it  with  certainty  by  means  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank.  It  being  then  our  doty  to  {nvivide 
for  the  common  defence  in  oases  of  emergency, 
the  provision  mnat  evidently  be  mode  hy  taxes, 
loans,  or  by  arrangements  for  obtuning  the  lat> 
ter  on  the  earUeet  notice ;  and  previons  taxea 
and  loana  being  oppresetTe,  improper,  and  un- 
necessary, the  arrangements  for  ^dmg  loans  be- 
come indispensable,  and  a  bank  consequenlly 
necessary  and  coOBtitutionaL 

The  third  rule  of  the  Judge^  relative  to  the 
"  sul^jeot-matter  "  of  a  law,  it  is  nnneoessary  to 
apply,  because  the  members  agree  in  their  ideas 
relative  to  the  meaning  of  the  terms  t&iee,  du- 
ties, loana,  &a. 

The  fourth  rule,  which  relatea  to  "  effe^and 
consequences,"  is  important;  and  here  the 
learned  Judge  obaerves  that  "  as  to  effects  and 
consequences,  the  rule  is,  where  the  words  hear 
none,  or  a  very  absurd  signiflcation,  if  literally 
understood,  we  must  a  little  deviate  from  tlM 
received  sense  of  them."  In  the  preeeut  ease, 
the  genUemen  in  the  oppoeiUon  generally,  aa 
well  as  the  gentiemon  nrat  ap  frtno  Virginia, 
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gi?a  the  whole  claosa  by  wUoh 
utborized  "  to  make  all  laws  neoeeearj  and  pro- 
per," fto^  no  meaoins  whateTerj  for  they  say, 
the  former  CoapreM  bad  the  eame  power  under 
the  Confederatioii  without  this  tdaxiBe  as  the 


anthoi'  of  it  diaoovered  groat  ingennitj, 
Mrt  of  hi«  performance  I  consider  oa  a  poJiUctil 
We^.  Eia  doctrme,  indeed,  waa  calcmat«d  to 
hn  tne  eonaciances  of  those  who  differed  in 
^inioii  with  him  at  that  time ;  and  harin^  Ao- 
compUahed  hia  object,  he  ia  probably  deoroiu 
that  it  Duy  die  with  the  opposition  itaelf.  The 
rale  in  this  oaae  aayB,th&t  where  the  worda  bear 
BO  dguifloatioii,  we  most  deviate  a  little ;  and  aa 
thii  deviation  oannot  be  made  by  giving  the 
Tordaleae  than  no  maanin^  it  mnat  be  made 


ia  tamed  on  themaelvea,  for  their  o 


nln- 


ud  reaton  of  ibe  h>w,  and  the  Jn^  ia  of  opin- 
ion "that  the  moat  nniveraal  and  enectnsl  way 
of  diaoovering  the  true  meaning  of  a  law,  when 
the  worda  are  dubiooa,  is  by  oonsideiing  the 
nuaa  and  spirit  of  it,  or  the  oanse  which  moved 
the  Le^alatnre  to  enact  it.  The  oauaee  which 
prodoMd  the  oonatitntion  were  an  imperfect 
muDD,  want  of  pnblic  and  private  joatice,  in- 
ternal oommolions,  a  defenceless  oommnnity, 
ntgleotof  the  pnblio  welfare,  and  danger  to  oar 
libertiea.  These  are  known  to  be  the  canaea 
not  only  by  the  preamble  of  the  constitntion, 
bat  also  from  our  own  knowledge  of  the  hiatory 
of  the  times  tli&t  preceded  (he  establishment  of 
it  If  these  'weighty  canses  prodaced  the  oon- 
■titntion,  and  it  not  only  (^vee  power  for  remov- 
ing ttiem,  bnt  alao  antbonzea  Congreea  to  make 
in  lawB  neccoeary  and  proper  for  carrying  these 
powen  into  effeoL  ahaU  we  listeik  to  assertions 
that  these  words  hare  no  meaning,  and  that  this 
mMitoUon  has  not  more  energy  than  the  oldt 
Shall  we  thna  onnerre  the  Government,  leave 
tbe  Union,  aa  It  was  under  the  Oonfederation, 
defcDoelea  againat  a  beuiditti  of  Creek  Indiuu, 
nd  thus  relinqniah  the  protection  of  its  oiti- 
leiist  Or  ohall  we,  by  a  candid  and  liberal  con- 
rtntctiOQ  of  the  powws  expressed  in  theooDsd- 
tntion,  promote  the  great  and  important  objects 
tiiereofl  Eaoh  member  most  determine  for 
himidf ;  I  shall  withont  heaitatdon  choose  the 
latter,  and  leave  the  people  and  States  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  I  am  purauiDg  their  tme 
iaterast.  If  it  ia  inquired  where  weare  to  draw 
the  line  of  a  liberal  conatmction,  I  will  also  in- 
quire where  the  line  of  restriction  is  to  be 
anwn  t  The  interpretation  of  the  constitn- 
tbin,  like  the  prerc^tive  of  a  sovertign,  may  be 
abased;  bat  from  hence  the  disase  of  either 
eannot  be  inferred.  In  the  eierdse  of  preroga- 
Hts  the  minister  is  responsible  for  his  aavioe  to 
kii  sorer^gn,  and  tbe  members  of  either  Eonse 
are  responaible  to  their  oonstitaents  for  their 
oonduct  in  oonstrning  &e  constitution.    We  act 


at  nor  peril ;  if  onr  conduct  is  directed  to  the 
attainment  of  the  great  objects  of  Government, 
it  will  be  approved,  and  not  otherwise ;  but  thia 
oannot  operate  as  a  reason  to  prevent  oar  dis- 
ohar^ng  the  trnsts  reposed  in  ns. 

Let  OB  now  compare  the  different  modes  of 
reasoning  on  thia  subject,  and  determine  which 
is  right,  for  both  cannot  be. 

The  gentleman  from  Yirginia  (lb.  IQdibok) 
has  urged  the  dangerous  tendency  of  a  liberal 
constraction ;  bnt  which  is  most  dangeroiu,  ft 
liberal  or  a  destmctiva  interpretation?  lie 
liberty  we  have  taken  in  interpreting  the  con- 
stitution, we  conceive  to  be  necessary,  and  it 
oannot  be  denied  to  be  osefLil  in  atbuning  tbe 
objects  of  it ;  bnt  whilst  he  denke  as  thia  liboly, 
he  grants  to  himself  a  right  to  annul  a  part,  and 
a  very  important  part  of  the  constJtnKon,  The 
same  principle  that  will  authorize  a  destruc- 
tion of  part,  will  authorize  the  destruction  of 
tbe  whole  of  Uie  constitution ;  and  if  gentle- 
men have  a  right  to  make  anoh  rulee,  they  have 
an  equal  right  to  make  othera  for  enlarging  the 
powers  of  Qie  oonatitntion,  and  indeed  of  fi»m- 
ing  a  deapotism.  Thus,  if  we  take  the  gentle- 
man fbr  our  pilot,  we  shall  be  wrecked  on  the 
reef  whidi  he  oantiona  us  to  avoid. 

The  gentleman  has  referred  us  to  the  last 
artiole  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the  ctm- 
Btitution  by  CongresB,  which  providea  that  the 
powers  not  delegated  to  Congress,  or  prohibited 
to  the  States,  shall  rest  in  them  or  the  people; 
and  the  quesUon  is,  what  powers  are  delegated? 
Does  the  gentleman  conceive  that  aaoh  only  are 
delegated  aa  are  expressed  t  If  so,  he  most  ad- 
mit that  our  whole  code  of  laws  is  unconstita- 
tional.  This  be  disavows,  and  yields  to  the 
neeesgity  of  interpretation,  which,  by  e  feir  and 
candid  applicatioa  of  established  rules  of  ow»- 
Btruction  to  the  constitution,  anthorizea,  aa  baa 
been  shown,  the  meastire  under  considOTStion. 

The  usage  of  Congress  has  also  been  referred 
to  1  and  if  we  look  at  thur  acta  under  the  exist- 
iog  constitution,  we  shall  find  they  are  gener- 
ally the  result  of  a  liberal  construction.  I  will 
mention  but  two.  Tbe  first  relates  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Executive  Departments,  and 
^ves  to  the  President  the  power  of  removing 
offlcera.  As  the  oonstitution  is  silent  on  this 
sul^lect,  the  power  mentioned,  by  the  gentle- 
man's own  reasoning,  is  vested  in.  the  States  or 
the  people;  he,  however,  contended  for  an 
assnmption  of  the  power,  and  when  assumed, 
urged  that  it  should  be  vested  in  the  President, 
aluiough,  like  the  power  of  appointment,  it  was  by 
a  respectable  minority  in  both  Houses  conceived 
that  it  shonld  have  been  vested  ia  the  President 
and  Senate.  His  rule  of  interpretation  then  waa 
thereforemore liberal thanitisnow.  Intbeother 
case.  Congress  determined  by  law,  with  the  aano- 
tion  of  the  PreBident,when  and  where  they  shoald 
hold  their  next  session,  although  the  constitution 
provides  that  this  poWer  should  rest  solely  in  the 
two  EoQses.  The  gentleman  also  advocated 
this  measure,  and  yet  appears  to  be  apprehen- 
sive of  the  consequences  that  may  resntt  from 
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»  oonstnictioa  of  the  oonstitatioa  which  admiu 
of  »  NatioD4l  Bank.  But  from  vhich  of  these 
measures  is  d«iiger  to  be  apprehended?  The 
onl;  danger  from  oar  interpretation  would  be 
the  exercise  bj  Congress  of  a  seneral  power  to 
form  oorporstions ;  but  the  tuuigers  resoldng 
from  ,tha  gentleuan's  interpretations,  in  the 
cases  alluded  to,  are  verj  different  \  far  what  may 
we  not  q>prehend  from  the  precedent  of  having 
■SBnmed  a  power  on  which  ttie  constitution  was 
nlent,  and  from  having  annexed  it  to  the  Su- 
preme Ezeonti  vet  If  we  have  this  right  in  one 
instance,  we  may  extend  it  toothers,  and  make 
him  A  despot.  And  here  I  think  it  necessary  to 
declare,  that  anch  is  my  confidence  in  the  wis- 
dotn,  integrity,  and  jnatioe  of  the  Chief  lCagi»- 
trate,  aa  that  I  shonld  t>e  at  eaae,  if  my  life, 
liberty,  and  propert?  were  at  his  di^>osal ;  but 
^is  is  a  trust  which  I  am  not  anthorized  to 
make  for  my  constituents;  and  as  his  sncoeasora 
in  ofBce  will  pt^sexs  eqnal  powers,  bat  may  not 
possess  equal  virtnes,  cantion  witti  respect  to 
them  is  neoeasary.  Again,  what  may  be  the 
result  of  the  precedent  relating  to  the  session 
of  Congress  t  If  we  had  a  right  by  law  to  de- 
termine where  tiie  next  Oougreas  shonld  hold 
their  session,  one  Congress  may  oblige  another 
to  sit  in  Eentooky,  or  in  the  intended  State 
Yazoo,  nnder  the  protection  of  a  Choctaw  ohie^ 
or  his  Excellency,  Governor  Tallan.  It  must 
therefore  be  evi^nt  that  the  nsage  of  Congrem 
in  both  instances  is  against  the  gentleman,  and 
that  the  dangers  from  the  precedent  of  eatab- 
liahing  a  bank  are  comparatively  amall  to  thoae 
re«nlting  from  the  other  meOBares  referred  to. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  endeavored 
to  support  his  interpretation  of  the  constitntjon 
by  the  sense  of  the  Federal  Convention ;  hnt 
how  is  this  to  be  obtained  ?  By  q)plying  pro- 
per rules  of  interpretation?  If  so,  the  sense  of 
the  Oonventjon  is  in  favor  of  the  bill ;  or  are  i«e 
to  depend  on  the  memory  of  the  gentleman  fbr 
a  history  of  their  debates,  and  from  thenoe  to 
oolleot  their  sense  t  This  would  be  improper, 
bemuse  the  memories  of  different  gentlemen 
wonld  probably  vary,  as  they  had  already  done, 
with  respect  to  those  facts;  and  if  not,  the 
opinions  of  the  individoal  members  who  debated 
are  not  to  be  considered  as  the  opinions  of  the 
Oonventjon.  Indeed,  if  they  were,  no  motion 
was  made  in  that  Convention,  and  therefore 
none  could  be  rejected  for  estAblishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank ;  and  the  measure  whichSie  gen- 
tleman has  referred  to  was  a  proposition  m^y 
to  enable  Coogress  to  ereot  commercial  corpora- 
tions, whioh  was,  and  always  onght  to  be, 
neg^ved. 

The  gentleman's  arguments  respecting  the 
sense  of  the  State  Conventions  have  as  little 
foroe  as  those  relating  to  the  Federal  Conven- 
tii»L  The  debates  of  the  State  Conventions,  as 
pnbllahed  by  Uie  short-hand  writers,  were  gen- 
erally partial  and  mntilated;  in  this,  if  the  pub- 
lications are  to  be  rdied  on,  the  arguments  were 
all  on  one  ride  of  the  question ;  for  there  is  not 
in  the  record,  whidi  b  said  to  oontain  the 
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Pennsylvania  debatea,  a  word  against  the  rati- 
fication of  the  constitnticn ;  althon^  we  all 
know  that  arguments  were  warmly  nrged  oa 
both  ridee. 

The  gentleman  has  qnoted  the  c^inioos,  as  re- 
corded in  the  debates  of  this  State  and  Ncrth 
Carolina,  of  two  of  our  learned  judges ;  hot  Hm 
speech  of  ime  member  is  not  to  be  oonndered 
as  eipresdng  the  sense  of  a  convention ;  and  if 
it  was,  we  have  no  record  which  can  be  de- 
pended on  of  such  speeches.  Indeed,  had  erta 
this  been  the  owe,  Uie  Union  was  at  that  tine 
divided  into  two  great  parties,  (me  oi  whioh 
feared  the  loss  td  the  Umon  if  the  oooBtttotiaa 
was  not  ratified  nncon^tionally,  and  the  other 
the  loss  of  our  liberties  if  it  waa.  The  ol:^ 
on  either  mdewas  so  important  m  pertiaps  to 
induce  the  portiee  to  depart  firom  oandtv,  and  to 
call  in  the  aid  <tf  art,  flattery,  profaMipns  otf 
Mendship,  promisee  <k  offloe,  and  st«d  good 
oheer;  and  when  these  Med,  the  Jlkbral  AS 


oircnmatanoea,  the  opinioiu  (rf  great  men  oogiit 
not  to  be  oMisidered  as  authorities,  and  in  many 
instancee  oonid  Dot  be  reoogniied  by  themaelveL 

Mr.  Q.  then  observing  that  the  sense  of  the 
States  reapeoting  a  baut  would  be  best  asov- 
tained  by  thrir  l^psladTe  acta,  showed,  fttm 
the  journals  of  Oongrese,  that  when  reatrained ' 
by  the  Confederation  froai  eiennsing  any  poweia 
but  what  were  eipreaaly  delegated,  OongrsM 
had,  without  any  authority,  established  a  bonk 
whose  capital  mi^t  extend  to  ten  millions  of 
dollan ;  and  had  not  only  pledged  the  iaath  of 
the  Unbn  not  to  erect  any  other,  bnt  had 
recommended  it  to  the  States  to  prohibit  any 
State  establishment  of  the  kind,  and  had  also 
determined  that  the  bank  bilk  should  Im  re- 
ceivable in  the  taxes  and  duties  of  every  Bttfe, 
That  the  States  did  not  remonatnl«  agunst,  or 
tacitly  aoqniesoe  in,  bnt  aotnally  supported  the 
measures  of  Oongrees  relative  to  the  bank, 
whilst  the  war  ocHitinoed,  and  after  the  peaoe. 
That  this  was  the  stnmgeat  eridenoe  the  Statea 
could  give  that  tbey  thon^  the  measnie  aaht- 
tary,  and  had  no  obteotion  to  It  m  the  gronnd 
of  its  being  onooostltationaL  He  t^en  mged, 
that  if  the  States  and  the  pec^ile  at  large  had  no 
objection  to  a  bank  in  th^  case,  they  oonld  not 
in  this ;  and  Inquired  whether  titwe  was  any 
evidence  of  thwr  dis^)probatim  of  moh  an 
institntion  in  the  detiatea  ^  thmr  OcmTentioai 
or  propositions  fbr  amendments!  To  this  he 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  nived,  that  whilst 
the  Conventions  were  nlent  on  the  subject,  and 
had  no  otjjeotions  to  such  a  measnre,  eeveral  <d 
them  had  proposed  amendmenia  to  the  ocmstitn- 
tion  tor  reetridning  OoDgreas  from  eataUishing 
oommerdal  eorporations ;  which  evinced  th^ 
<Usu^>robation  of  soch  inatitntions,  and  admitted 
at  the  same  time,  tn  ecKue  degree,  the  power  of 
OongresH,  under  the  existing  oonstitution,  to 
form  them. 

Hr,  G.  then  showed,  tfiat  as  a  mimopdy  had 
been  oiged  aa  an  otijeoluak  to  the  hsm,  no  KKib 
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oonMqaenM  oonld  result  tn>ia  it;  for  tiie  bill 
doM  not  reatrun  State  or  private  bonlu,  or 
ey«&  lodividiulB,  from  negotUtioDB  of  a  dinilar 
iiatiir«  witb  tboee  permitted  to  the  itookholderB; 
nor  doM  it  rcatntin  tbe  Btatee  from  forming 
■milAr  corporations.  This  plan  bas  not  a  fea- 
tan  of  monojK^,  and  the  gentlemen  who  oppoee 
it  eoirtend  for  a  hank  which,  acoording  to  ita 
w^^nal  inatitation,  was  foanded  in  monopoly. 

He  tb«rD  answered  the  argoinents  nrged 
agaiuM  the  authority  of  Congreaa  to  enable  oor- 
p<««tion8  to  hold  lands,  when  they  hbd  no 
power  themselves  of  pnrchaaing  and  holding 
laad ;  and  showed,  that  although  Ccmgress  are 
reatrained  from  porchaung  lands,  (exoept  in 
certain  caaae,)  and  from  exercising  over  the 
■ame  ezclnaive  legislation,  jet  that  they  may 
bold  lauda  obtained  b;  ezeontion,  conquest, 
and  bj  ether  means  as  well  as  by  those  dansee 
of  the  o(Hiatitntion  which  relate  to  lands  now 
bdoogiiig  to  the  Dnion ;  and  that  Coagrem  had 
often  invested  othera  with  powers  which  they 
tfacraaelves  oonM  not  exercise. 

He  then  noticed  the  argument,  that,  by  a  law 
of  Virginia,  notee  payable  to  the  bearer,  or 
order,  would  not  drcuUte  in  that  State,  and  ob- 
serred  that  this  law  ccnld  not  be  anpposed  to 
extend  to  bank  notes;  and  if  it  did,  it  would  be 
Bid]  and  void,  beeanee  the  oonatitntion  of  the 
Union,  aoA  laws,  made  in  porsnanoe  thereof^ 
were  paramount  to  the  laws  and  oonstitatdona 
of  tbe  several  States.  Having  considered  tlie 
anmneots  against  tbe  constitutionality  of  the 
W,  he  entei«d  into  the  poUcy  and  ntjlitiy  of  the 


TCUDA.T,  February  8, 
£anl  of  Qie  VniUA  Statti. 
The  Hoaseremmed  tbe  couriderstioii  of  the  bill 
for  inoorporating  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Tbe  onest  ion  sbtl  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
Kr.  ViKiso  apologized  for  rising  to  o%r  his 
■eotiiiients  on  this  snbieot,  which  had  been 
liiMidT  so  ably  diacnssea ;  but  considering  the 
natore  of  the  objections  as  arising  from  coniti- 
billuul  principles,  it  had  acquired  an  impor- 
taoee  which  wonld  justify  lus  troubling  the 
HouBe  with  some  remarks. 

He  began  by  notjoing  the  leading  argument 
of  Mr,  Uadibok  raqieoting  the  tense  of  the 
Oonluiental  Oonvention  on  the  power  propoted 


to  be  exerdaed  by  Congress  in  this  bill  He 
abowed  that  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman,  in 
Utie  iiMtanoe,  was,  if  not  singolsr,  different  frran 
that  of  his  contemporaries;  at  least  a  similar 
objection  had  not  be^  started  by  those  gentle- 
man *>l  die  Senate^  who  bad  been  members  of 
tbe  Conv«itiaD;  bat  granting  that  the  opinitm 
{/  tbe  gMnkman  from  Vir^nia  had  been  the 
ftiB  aenee  of  the  members  of  tbe  OonventiiNi, 
tbair  (^nnion  at  that  day,  he  observed,  is  not  a 
■nOlrieDt  aiithoril7  by  whioh  for  Oongreaa  at 
tbe  present  time  to  conatrae  tlte  eooMitntion. 

Mr.  Y^  in  explaining  the  powwa  proposed  by 

die  bUl  to  be  ^tsb  to  tbe  eoiporatiou  of  tbe 
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Bank,  adverted  to  the  paridonlar  power  of  "  mak- 
ing roles  and  regulations  not  contrary  to  law." 
He  showed  that  this  term  law  means  the  oom* 
mon  law ;  and  alluded  to  the  inqutry  of  Mr. 
Madibon,  as  to  what  law  was  intended  by  this 
clause,  who,  in  answering  his  own  qnestion, 
'■id,  "that  if  the  laws  of  the  United  States -were 

tended,  the  power  contemplated  was  dangei^ 

IS  and  imooDstitntional,  as  thoee  laws  were 

)ry  few  in  number," 

Mr.  Y.  observed,  that  the  reetriotdon  contend- 
_  I  for  by  the  gentleman  as  the  result  of  his 
objection,  would  annihilate  the  moat  eseentlal 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  He  then  observed,  a  Corporation  is 
nothing  more  than  oonatituting  a  nod;  with 
powers  to  effect  certun  ohyects  in  a  combined 
capacity,  which  an  individual  may  do  in  his  in- 
dividual capacity,  agreeable  to  the  usage  and 

istoms  of  common  law. 

Adverting  to  the  act  by  which  tbe  United 
States  became  n  ftee  and  Independent  nation,  he 
said,  fh>m  that  declaration,  solemnly  recognized 
at  home  and  abroad,  they  derive  all  the  powers 
appertaining  to  a  nation  thoa  circumstanced, 
-nd  consequently  the  power  under  consideration. 
_e  traced  the  oripn  of  corporations  to  the  time 
of  Numa,  tbe  first  of  whioh  was  for  agricoltural 
purposes ;  they  were  afterwarda  extended  to 
other  objects  ;  and  fVom  that  day  to  this,  all 
civilized  and  independent  nations  have  been  in 
the  practice  of  creating  them ;  and  what  do  thej 
amount  to  but  this — enaUing  a  number  of  per- 
sona, in  a  otnnbined  capacity,  to  do  that  to  a 
more  certain  effect  than  an  individual  may  do  i 
bnt  subject  to  the  control  of  common  law,  in  alt 
its  reguatioDB  and  trtmaaotiona. 

On  the  doctrine  of  ooostmction,  as  applied  to 
the  constitution,  he  observed,  that  on  some  oo- 
oodona  the  constitution  is  like  the  senntive 
plant,  which  ahrinks  from  the  smallest  touch ; 
on  others  it  is  like  the  sturdy  oak,  which  braves 
the  force  of  thunder.  He  referred  to  the  sot 
oontaining  the  power  of  removability ;  in  whieh 
the  utmost  latitude  of  construing  me  oonalita- 


was  contended  for  and  adopted ;  and,  stdd 

he,  the  funding  system  cannot  oe  defended  on 
any  other  principle  than  of  implication. 

Be  then  inquired,  of  what  right  does  this  in- 
corporation deprive  a  rinde  dozen  ?  And  can 
an  act  possibly  meet  the  ^sapprobation  of  a  sin- 
gle person  which  does  not  infringe  hia  ri^ls, 
and  which  puts  money  into  his  pocket  t  I  think 
not  He  insisted  that  the  power  of  Oongrees 
alone  was  equal  to  eetabliahing  a  bank  oompe- 


it  circulate  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 


tended  for  by  tiie  opposers  of  the  bill,  he  com- 
pared the  oonslitntion  to  a  horse  finely  propor- 
tioned la  ever;  reqteot  to  the  eye,  and  elegantly 
caparisoned,  but  deBdent  in  one,  and  the  most 
esnenlial  reqoiedte,  that  of  abihty  to  cany  the 
owner  to  his  journey's  end;  he  nod  rather,  ba 
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Btld,  mocmt  the  old  Oonfbderation,  and  dng  on  in 
du  old  way,  than  be  amiued  with  the  appearaDoe 
of  a  GcTemmant  so  easentiallf  defeotiTe. 
Hr.  Uaduon  ohtemtA,  that  the  preeent  is  a 

SDMtioD  which  OTight  to  be  oooducted  with  mo- 
eration  and  candor ;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no 
occasion  to  have  reooorae  to  those  tragic  repre- 
•entatioQB  which  hare  been  adduced.  Warmth 
and  pamon  ahoold  be  eiclnded  from  the  diBOOB- 
iion  of  a  anljeat  which  ought  to  depend  on  the 
oool  dictates  of  reason  for  its  decision. 

Adverting  to  the  obeeiration  of  TAi,  Smith, 
(of  South  Oorolioa,)  "  that  it  would  be  a  deplor- 
able thing  for  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
to  have  fallen  on  a  dednon  which  violatee  the 
oonaCitntJon,"  he  inqoired,  What  does  the  Tea- 
Boning  of  the  gentleman  tend  to  show  bnt  this, 
that  horn  respect  to  the  Senate  this  Hooee  ought 
to  sanotion  their  dedidonsf  And  from  hence  it 
will  foUow,  that  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
Btatee  ought,  out  of  reepeot  to  both,  to  sanction 
their  joint  prooeodingH;  bnt  he  ooold  remind 
the  gentleman  of  his  holding  different  sentiments 
on  another  ocoasion. 

Kr.  M.  then  enlarged  on  the  exact  balance  or 
equipoise  contemplated  by  the  oonatitntion,  to 
be  observed  and  mainlined  between  the  several 
branches  of  Government ;  and  showed,  that  ex- 
cept this  idea  was  preserved,  the  advantagee  of 
dinerent  independent  branches  wonld  be  lost, 
and  their  separate  deliberations  and  determina- 
tions be  entirely  useless. 

In  describing  a  corporation,  be  observed,  that 
the  powers  proposed  ta  be  ^ven  are  saoh  as  do 
not  exist  antecedent  to  the  ezistenoe  of  the  cor- 
poration; these  powers  are  very  extensive  in 
their  ostare,  and  to  which  a  prindple  of  perpe- 
tnitjT  may  be  annexed. 

He  waived  a  reply  to  Mr.  Vnraio'B  observa- 
tions on  the  common  law,  fm  which  that  gen- 
tleman had  been  lengthy  and  minnte,  in  order 
to  invalidate  'Si.  MIdison's  objections  to  the 
power  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Bank,  to 
moke  rolee  and  regolationi,  not  oontrsry  to 
law.]  Mr.  U.  sdd  the  question  would  involve  a 
very  lengthy  discusdon ;  and  other  oljects  more 
intimately  connected  with  the  snlyeot  remained 
to  be  oonudered. 

The  power  of  granting  charters,  ha  observed, 
is  a  great  and  important  power,  and  onght  not 
to  be  exercised  unless  we  find  ourselves  expressly 
antborized  to  grant  them.  Here  he  dilated  on 
the  great  and  extensive  influence  that  incorpo- 
rated societies  had  on  public  affairs  in  Europe. 
They  are  powerful  machines,  which  have  al- 
ways been  found  competent  to  effect  oljeots  on 
principles  in  a  great  measure  independent  of  the 
people. 

He  araued  agdnst  the  influence  of  the  prece- 
dent ta  be  established  by  the  bill ;  for  thongh 
it  has  been  sdd,  that  the  charter  is  to  be  granted 
only  for  a  term  of  years,  yet  he  contended,  that 
graotbg  the  powers  on  any  principle  is  granting 
them  in  jjerpafuutny  and  sasuming  this  right  on 
the  part  of  the  Oovemment  involves  the  a»- 
■umptioQ  of  every  power  whatever. 


Noticing  the  orgnmenls  in  fbvor  of  the  UJl, 
he  said,  it  had  been  observed  that  "  Govemnuoit 
neoessarily  possesses  everv  power."  Howevs" 
tme  this  Ides  may  be  in  the  theory,  he  denied 
that  it  applied  to  the  Oovemment  of  the  Uoitsd 
States. 

Here  he  read  the  reatriotive  clause  In  the  coo- 
stitntion ;  and  then  observed,  that  be  saw  nc 
pass  over  this  limit. 

The  preamble  to  the  oonstituti<»),  seid  he,  hiB 
produced  a  new  mine  of  power ;  but  this  is  tiie 
fint  instance  he  had  heara  of^  in  which  the  pre- 
amble has  been  adduced  for  such  a  purpose.  In 
his  opinion,  the  preamble  only  states  the  olfjeeta 
tS  the  Oonfederation,  and  the  subseqnent  elaom 
designate  the  eiprees  powers  by  which  those 
objects  are  to  be  obtained;  and  a  mean  is  pn>- 
posed  through  which  to  aoqnire  thoee  that  loty 
be  found  still  reqnisite,  more  fully  to  eSbot  tlw 
purposes  of  the  Oonfederation. 

It  is  said,  "  there  is  a  field  of  legislation  yet 
unexplored."  He  had  often  heard  this  language; 
but  he  oonfeesed  be  did,not  understand  it.  la 
there  a  ungle  blade  of  grass— is  there  any  pro- 
perty in  existence  in  the  United  States,  whkh 
IS  not  a  subject  of  legislation,  either  of  the  paiti- 
onlarStat^  or  of  the  United  States!  He  ood- 
tended  that  the  exercise  of  this  power,  on  the 
part  of  the  TTnited  States,  involves,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  every  power  which  an  individnal 
State  may  exercise.  On  this  principle,  he  denied 
the  right  of  Congress  to  make  use  of  a  bank  to 
facilitate  the  coUection  of  taxes.  He  did  not, 
however,  admit  the  idea,  that  the  institatkm 
wonld  conduce  to  that  object.  The  bank  notes 
are  to  be  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  and  conse- 
quently win  be  OS  difficult  to  obtain  as  the  spe- 
cie. By  means  of  the  objects  of  trade  on  which 
^Id  and  silver  are  employed,  there  will  be  an 
mfiux  of  those  articles ;  but  paper  being  substi- 
tated,  will  fill  those  cliannels  which  wootd 
otherwise  be  occupied  by  the  precious  metaK 
This,  experienoe  shows,  is  the  nnifbnn  e^ot  of 
such  a  substitution. 

The  right  of  Oongrees  to  regulate  trade  is  ad- 
duced as  an  argument  in  bvor  of  this  cf  cresting 
a  corporation ;  but  what  has  this  bill  to  do  'with 
trade!  Would  any  plain  man  suppose  that  this 
bill  hod  any  thing  to  do  with  trade! 

He  noticed  the  observation  reepectiiig  the 
utility  of  l>auks  to  aid  the  Governmont  with 
loans.  He  denied  the  necessity  of  the  inatitn-  ' 
tion  to  aid  the  Oovemment  in  this  reepeot. 
Great  Brit^  he  observed,  did  not  depend  on 
such  institutions  ;  she  borrows  from  Tanom 
sources. 

Banks,  it  is  said,  are  necessary  to  pa^  tha  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt.  Then  they  onght  to 
be  established  in  the  places  where  that  interest 
is  paid ;  bnt  can  any  man  say,  that  the  bank 
notes  will  circulate  at  par  in  Georgia !  From  the 
example  in  Scotland,  we  know  that  they  cannot 
be  made  equal  to  specie,  remote  from  the  place 
where  they  can  be  immediately  converted  into 
coin ;  they  must  depreciate  in  case  of  a  demand 
for  specie ;  and  if  Uiere  is  no  moral  certainty 
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thftt  Uieiotereet  can  be  paid  by  these  bank  billg, 
will  the  Government  b©  Jtatifled  in  depriving 
itself  of  the  power  of  eatabliahing  banks  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union  I 

We  reason,  and  often  with  advantage,  trtim 
BritiBh  models;  bnt  in  the  present  Instanoetbere 
Is  a  great  dis^ilarity  of  dromnstanoea.  liie 
l>*nk  notes  of  Great  Britain  do  not  circnlate 
universally.  TomakethecircniiiBtaooes  pu^el, 
it  ought  to  have  been  assnmed  as  a  fact,  that 
banks  are  estsbllsbed  in  variooa  parts  of  Great 
Britain,  at  which  the  interest  of  the  national 
debt  is  pud ;  bnt  the  fact  is,  it  is  onlj  pud  in 
oiwpIaMi. 

The  clause  of  the  oonstitntioD  whidi  has  been 
BO  often  recurred  to,  and  whidi  empovets  Oon- 
greee  to  dispose  of  its  proper^,  he  sapposed  re- 
ferred on]  J  to  the  propertv  left  at  the  oonolnsion 
cHftlie  war,  and  has  no  referenee  to  the  moneyed 
prwertT  at  the  United  States. 

Tba  clause  which  empowers  Congress  to  pass 
sH  laws  necessary,  &c^  has  been  brought  for- 
-ward  repeatedly  by  the  advocatea  of  the  bill; 
he  Dotioed  the  several  oonatmctions  of  this  olanse 
which  had  been  offered.  The  conclnsioii  which 
he  drew  froiD  the  oommentary  ef  the  gentleman 
ttoai  Maasachnsettsj  (Hr.  Gsbki,)  was,  that  Con- 
greaa  msf  do  what  they  please  ;  and  reonrrins 
to  the  opinion  of  that  gentlenutn  in  1767,  he  said 
the  powers  of  the  coDstitntioQ  were  then  dark, 
inexplicable,  and  dangeroDs;  but  now,  perhaps 
aff^e  reanit  of  experience,  they  are  clear  and 
InmiuonB ! 

The  constraotioQS  of  the  constitation,  he  aa- 
•erted,  which  have  been  maintained  on  this 


for  oor  oomfort,  that  the  Judges  will  rectify  our 
mistakea.  How  are  the  jndgM  to  determine  in 
the  cam;  are  they  to  be  guided  in  th^deoieions 
by  the  roles  of  expeffiency  t 

It  has  been  asked,  that  if  those  minute  powers 
of  the  constitution  were  thought  to  be  necessary, 
is  it  sDpposable  that  the  great  and  important 
power  on  the  table  was  not  intended  to  be 
given  t  Ur.  it.  interpreted  this  circnmstance 
U)  m  qnite  different  way,  viz :  if  it  was  thought 
neoeMary  to  speciff  in  the  oonstitntion  thoee 
ndnnte  powers,  it  would  follow  that  more  Im- 
portant powers  wonld  have  been  explicitly 
granted,  had  they  been  contemplated. 

The  Western  Territory  hnainess,  he  observed. 


tiooed,  he  said,  was  purchased  by  the  United 
StatM,  pursuant  to  law,  and  the  consent  of  the 
State  of  New  York  is  snpposed,  if  it  has  not 
been  expressly  granted ;  but,  on  any  occasion, 
does  it  fellow  that  oneviolationnf  the  constitu- 
tion is  to  be  justified  by  another  t 

The  permanent  reaiaence  bill,  he  conceived, 
was  entirely  irrelative  to  the  subject ;  but  he 
conceived  it  miKht  be  Juatifled  on  tmty  oonsti- 
totioDal  principles. 

The  act  vesting  in  the  President  (tf  the  United 
States  the  power  of   removability  has  been 


quoted ;  he  recapitulated,  in  a  few  words,  his 
reasons  for  beiug  in  favor  of  that  bill. 

The  Bank  of  North  America  he  had  opposed, 
aa  he  considered  the  institntion  aa  a  violation^ 
the  Confederation.  The  State  of  Uassachasette, 
he  recollected,  voted  with  him  on  that  occasion. 
The  Bank  of  North  America  waa,  however,  tiie 
child  of  necessity ;  as  Boon  as  the  war  was 
over,  it  ceased  to  operate  as  to  Continental  pur- 
poses. But,  asked  ne,  are  precedents  in  war  to 
Justify  violations  of  private  and  State  rights  in 
a  time  of  peace  ?  And  did  the  United  States 
pass  laws  to  punish  the  counterfeiting  the  notes 
of  that  bank)  They  did  not,  being  convinoed 
of  the  invalidity  of  any  such  law ;  the  bank, 
therefore,  took  shelter  nnder  the  anthori^ra 
the  State. 

The  energetic  administration  of  thia  Govern- 
ment is  mlA  to  be  connected  with  this  institu- 
tion. Ur.  M.  here  stated  the  principles  on 
which  he  conceived  thia  Government  ought  to 
be  administered ;  and  added,  other  genuemen 
may  have  had  other  ideas  on  the  subject,  and 
may  have  consented  to  the  ratification  of  the 
constitntion  on  different  principles  and  expeo- 
tationa;  bnt  he  considered  the  enlightened  opin- 
ion and  ofieotion  of  the  people  toe  only  solid 
basis  for  the  support  of  this  Qovemment. 

Hr,  X.  then  stated  his  objections  to  the  se- 
veral pariis  of  the  bill.  The  first  article  he  ob- 
jected to  was  the  duration.  A  period  of  twenty 
years  was,  to  this  country,  as  a  period  of  a  cen- 
tury in  the  history  of  other  conntries ;  th«« 
was  no  calculating  for  the  events  which  might 
take  place.  He  ui^ed  the  ill  policy  of  gran&ig 
BO  long  a  term,  from  the  experience  of  uie  Gov- 
ernment in  respect  to  some  treaties,  which, 
though  fbund  inoonvenlent,  oonld  not  now  be 
altered. 

The  difibrent  classes  of  the  pnblio  oreditora, 
he  observed,  were  not  tiH  tmt  on  on  eqoal  footing 
by  this  bill;  but  in  the  Dill  fbr  the  disposal  of 
the  Western  Territory  this  had  been  thought 
essential.  The  holden  of  six  per  oent.  securitiee 
will  derive  nndue  advantagea.  Creditors  at  a 
distance,  and  the  holders  of  three  per  oent.  ae- 
ouritiee,  ought  to  be  considered,  aa  the  pnblio 
good  is  most  eaaentially  promoted  by  an  equal 
attention  to  the  interest  of  all. 

I  admit,  said  he,  that  the  Government  ought 
to  consider  itself  as  the  tmstee  of  the  public  on 
this  ooeaston,  and  therefore  should  avail  it«df 
of  thebest  disporition  of  the  public  property. 

In  thia  view  of  the  subject,  he  oWected  to  the 
bill,  aathe  public,  he  thought,  ought  to  derive 
greater  advantages  from  the  institntion  than 
tiioae  propoeed.  In  case  of  a  universal  cironla- 
tion  of  the  notes  of  the  proposed  bank,  the  pro- 
fits  will  be  so  great  that  the  Government  ought 
to  receive  a  very  oonriderable  sum  fbr  granting 
the  charter. 

There  are  other  defects  in  the  bill,  which 
render  it  proper  and  neoessary,  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  should  undergo  a  revj^on  and  amend- 
ment before  it  passes  into  a  law.  The  power 
vested  by  the  bul  in  the  Exeoative  to  borrow 
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of  the  bank,  h«  thonght  wis  otfjectionable ;  and 
the  rigbl  b)  eitabllsh  aabordinale  buiki  ouAt 
not  to  be  delegated  to  U17  set  of  men  nnaer 
He&Ten. 

The  pnblio  opiiii<Hi  hu  been  menUoiied.  If 
tbe  ^>pral  to  the  public  opmion  ie  niggeeted 
with  dnoerity,  we  ooght  to  let  oar  ooDBtitaente 
have  an  opportimitj  to  form  an  optuion  on  the 
•D^eot 

He  ocmdhided  hj  aajlng,  be  ibonld  move  fbr 
thepreTiooB  qDettion. 

The  preTioni  qaeetton,  "  Shall  the  main  qnee- 
tion  DOW  b«  pat  t "  being  deternuned  In  the 
sfflrmallTe, 

Ifr.  Obbbt  Toee  to  replf  to  Mr.  Uadibok  i  bat 
Qie  House  dtworering  an  impatience  to  have 
Qie  m^  qnestion  pot,  after  a  few  remarks,  he 
wuTed  anj  hrther  obserratioiie. 

The  7 eaa  and  nsyi  were  then  taken  aa  fol- 
low^ on  the  paaaage  of  the  bill: 


Clraier, 

UVTJ,  Itlinrtn.  UOOdhov^  n^fuaj,   A^auiuaii,  UHHoTi 

Hon^^tan,  Lawience,  Laoowd,  Ureimon,  P.  Hnh- 
Uahm,  PaHridge,  ReuidMr,  Sdmieiiun,  Soott, 
Sedgiriok,  SaoBj,  Serin,  Shennan,  Sfhutcr,  3in- 
idckMn,  Smith,  (oTHatTlud,)  Smith,  (<^  South  C»«- 
liiia,)  Steels,  StiunL  Thatcher,  Tnuaboll,  Tlnhig, 
Wadnroth,  end  ^^i^oop— 3S. 

NAra.— H««m  Jbb^  Baldirin,  Bloodworth,  BKm, 
Buke,  CenoU.  Ccratee,  Gale,  Oront,  Giiw,  Jtdktim, 
Lee,  Hadlno,  Hatbewt,  Mooie,  PaAer,  Stono, 
Tnoker,  Thlta,  and  WQliamion-^. 

MontAT,  Febmarj  14. 

Chmmtree  witA  Snglcmd. 

The  following  Ueesage  was  reo^ved  from  the 

~  ■  Unitid  Bnns : 


0/  Ou  BmtaU, 

md  Btutt  0/  Jttpnmmlalirti! 
Som  after  I  wai  called  to  tin  admiDtetntioii  of 
dw  GoTenunant,  I  fonnd  It  impcntant  to  oome  to  an 
nadantandiug  mlh  the  Court  <£  lanioo,  on  MTend 
poiiitiiiiteiMtiiigto  the  Ui^ted  StUei;  aodpartioa* 
larij  to  know  whethei  thg7  were  dl^rawd  to  ester 
Into  anaDgementa,  b;  mntaal  oraiaent,  which  mi^t 


if  reotorooal 


adrantage.    For  this 


lIl^l^po^^I 
iniiiiteia; 


I  hare  Iho^t  it  proper  to  gin  jon 
u  It  ru^it,  at  Mme  time,  here  iik- 
n  under  jmr  oooBdarathiD. 

QEO.  WASHINGTON. 
t14,  1T9L 


Thubsdat,  Jbrah  8. 

Jaih  ^  Us  Ante. 

On  motion  that  the  Hooae  do  oome  to  the 

fbllowlng  resolution : 

H  Vhnea*  CoDgmM  did,  hj  a  nsohitka  of  tbe  S8d 


of  Septumber,  1' 
Stataa  to  paaa  l*wi  making  it  exiveadj  the  dalr  tt 
the  kaapen  of  th^  jaUi  to  reoeire,  and  nfalj  kaas 
tbareln,  all  pdaonan  uammittad  nnler  anthcntj  i 
tbaUidtod  Statei:   In  o  '       '      ' 

Siadni  iflktSimttt 

That,  in  o>m  »bj  Stata  ihiUl  mt  haTa  w 
&e  Mid  reoommaDdation,  tbe  Maidial  h 
under  tlie  direction  of  the  Jndge  of  tbe  Dijtnct,  be 
anthoriied  to  hire  a  cenrenieDt  jdaoe  to  asm  •*  a 
tenporar;  jail,  and  to  malu  tlia  neoMMeir  pronasa 
fbr  tlie  aaf^eepiiig  of  piaaoan  ccounlttad  mtdu-  the 
anthoritj  of  the  United  Stalei,  nntil  permamt  pm- 
vitieo  thaU  be  made  Inr  law  te  that  ptupoae ;  ni 
tbe  aaid  Hanhal  abaU  b*  allowed  hii  rgaaonaUe  ei- 


«npliedwilh 


It  was  leaolved  in  the 

SMffen  ClMii. 

Hm  bonnen  of  Qu  seflBon  being  gone  throo^ 
on  motion, 

Oml—i,  That  die  thanke  it  Om  Hocue  «f  Eanre- 
SMrtatiTM  of  tta  Uidtsd  Stataa  be  praaeided  to  Vt^ 
eriok  Aognatna  Hnhlenberc,  in  lieliiiiiinj  af  their  u- 
probaticn  of  hia  ootidnet  in  tbe  ohair,  and  in  ma 
•xeoetionardtedlffienlt  end  impertaU  ttmt  rapoaad 
in  him  aa  speaker  of  the  laid  BooaaL 

It  was  resolved  munimonsly :  whereupon 

Mr.  Spkaxxx  made  his  acknowledgmeati  to 
the  Eoose,  in  manner  fDHowiug : 


obaticD  of  nr 

10  on  my  min^ 

1  word!  to  ai^neii  tiie  high  aeoea  of 

,.    . ..Alnea  tUaoeoa^oo. 

I  have  not  vaniqr  aoffioieDt  to  MiFpoaa  that  mj 
laeUe,  tfaoorii  trall-maan^  endaavori  merit  eo  great 
a  reward;  for  It  wai  jonr  kind  indulgenee  and  de- 
part alone  wUoh  eoaUed  bm  to  go  diroo^  the  dotim 
of  tha  rtatioo  which  toq  were  plaaied  to  aang 

able  teatimoDf  aa  tlie        '  *    ' 


I  moat  iseoAj  dwnk  yon.     Ifn 
happineBa  attend  ym  and  every  indi- 
body,  and  may  yoor  s 
I  walfara  of  our  baloTei 
I  have  ao  long  and  ao  often  bem  a  witneaa  to,  be 


Ordtrti,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  tha  Sea- 
ate,  to  inform  them  that  this  House,  hariiig 
oompleted  the  bnsnees  before  them,  are  now 
abont  to  a^onm  wltbont  day,  and  that  the 
Olerk  of  this  House  do  go  with  the  laid  in«»- 
sage. 

The  Olerk  aooordiogly  went  with  tbe  said 
message,  and  bdng  retomed, 

A  meeeage  woa  reo^red  from  the  Smate,  no* 
tifying  that  the  Senate,  having  ocmpleted  the 
legislstlTe  tmsinesB  before  them,  are  now  about 
to  a^onm;  wherenpon, 

Mr.  BnaxXB  adjourned  One  Hoom  vitbont 
day. 
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>  AT  THE  CITT  OF  PHILADEIf  HIA,  OCTOBEB  S4,  1791,  TO  HAT  8^  17». 


LIST  OF  MEUB£BS. 


■BobBt  KorI^  J*iD«  Bom. 

OBraU,  Johs  Smrj. 
H.  Lh,  Jhm  KoiiriM. 


JTms   Fori.— KgbMt  BtDiOB,  Jima  Ooidoo,  John  I4<l- 
naoa,  a  a  BehoonmakH,  Ptttr  %j\teMt,  T.  TMdwtIL 
Jfme  JigrMy.— Ellai  Boodliia^  JeuUun  DarUnt  Aina 

ArHI(vlll«><a.--Wil]l«B  VlBdllT,  TtaOBH  IltariBO^ 
Aodrtv  On((,  Tiaam  fiutlaj,  Dulel  EaWait  IhmI 
Jaeoba,  Jobs  W.  KltUn,  Pi*d«ilek  A.  If  IhlaitMii. 

Jlalwoar*.— JobD  VlalBc, 

jrwylandL— PhlUp  K*r.  ^ 
tJpdlM  BbandlH,  Bi 

Plre^ote— John  Brown*,  WOIlwa  B.  GUo,  Sunnal  Oitf- 
On,  Blidunl  Blud  Laa,  JunH  IttOitaa,  ADdmr  Usor^ 
Jolm  Pi^  Jnliili  Fnrkar,  A.  K  Taubla,  Alunndir  WUt*. 

^orllt  Cbn>Hna,~Jalui  B.  Aih*.  Tlmotl;  Bloodvoitii, 
WllUun  B.  OroTt,  Nitbuiltl  Khob,  John  ftaTin,  tat\ 
BiMla,  Hngli  'WUUuhhl 

dna  Oii-BMaa— Bstwt  Busvall,  Dulsl  tao|v,  mi- 
Uun  Bmlth,  TIuhbm  SnmMr,  Thoaat  Tudor  Tniku. 

■^■"-ff*-  — "r— ■—  Baldirin,  AiUwar  Wafx^  Viaad* 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


UovDAT,  October  S4, 1701. 

Tldi  being  tlie  day  fixed  bj  Uw  tar  the  ta- 
ml  meetiiiff  of  GongrasB,  at  th«  flnt  aesdou 
vl  tkt  Moond  Oongreaa,  the  foOowing  memben 
rf  (be  Senate  ^teired,  produced  tb^  credea- 
Ui,  nd  took  aeir  seats : 

J(Hs  Adaub,  Yioe  Freaident  and  Preddent 
of  the  Senate. 

Jomr  LursDon  and  P*im  Whtsatx,  from 
A€v  HaibMcire. 

CiixB  ^soNa  and  GiOBaB  Oibot,  from  Kaa- 


TnoDOBi  TonsB  and  Joext^  SxurroK,  Jr., 
frmBbode  Idand. 

BoBB  Shkbiuit,  from  Oonnectiont,  In  tlio 
)lm  of  WnjjAK  B.  Johsbos',  reaigned. 

Aiioir  BcsB,  from  Nev  York. 

PanjEXOX  DioKmtnr  and  Johb  BTnmxBKMii), 
from  New  Jaraej. 

SoBBi  Honoa,  frcm  FamaylraiiiL 


Gxoaox  BiAD,  from  Delaware^ 

SuniKi.  JoHBROK  and  Bskjuoh'  Hawxibb, 
from  Vortli  OaroUna, 

Fkboi  BirrLKRaDdBALF&l£AKD,fr(HnBonth 
Otrolina;  and 

WiLLUM  Fnr,  from  Oeoigia. 

OrdtfTti,  That  Meeara,  BuTtiK,  HoBm&  sod 
DicKimoN,  be  a  committee  to  wdt  m  tlie  n«d- 
dent  of  the  United  Statee,  and  inform  bim  that 
a  qnonim  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and  read; 
to  recdve  an;  commnnication  ha  mar  ^  pleased 
to  make  to  Uiam. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretarj  acqndnt  the 
Honae  of  BepreseatatiTea  that  a  qnonnn  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  read;  to  proceed  to 
bndneee ;  and  that  the;  have  notified  the  Preal- 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  that  the;  are  ready 
to  reodve  aooh  commnnioataona  as  he  m^  be 
pleased  to  make  to  then^ 

Ur.  ISAXD,  ftom  the  Joint  committee  t^ipcdnted 
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to  w^t  on  the  President  of  the  United  Btatoa, 
■gr«e«bl7  to  the  rewdntion  of  the  two  Honsee, 
<5  tfaia  day,  reported  that  they  h*d  eieonted  the 
bnrincM,  and  Out  the  Precudent  of  the  United 
Btatea  propoaed  t^Mnorrow,  at  19  o'clock,  to 
meet  the  two  Eoiuee  of  OoDgreas  in  the  Booate 
Ohamber. 

Tttebdxt,  October  86. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Beoretwr  inSorm  the  Honie 
of  RepreseatatiTes  that  the  ^nate  are  ready  to 
meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  receive 
any  oommnnJoationB  the  Frerideot  of  the  United 
States  may  be  pleased  to  make  to  the  two  Honsea 
of  OcmxreM ;  and  that  the  oanal  Beats  will  be 
■e^nedthem. 

Tbe  Hoow  of  BepreMiitatiTea  having  aooord- 
ingly  taken  their  aeata,  the  Pjaaa>KiT  or  thk 
UiimD  Btatxb  came  into  the  Senate  Ghaml>er, 
and  addreaeed  both  Eotuea  of  Oongr«aa  as  fol- 
loweth:* 

fmom-atntmifat  Ban^  tmd 

I  meat  Ton  npon  £•  iMMnt  oooancn  w]A  tb* 
fMing*  wlucih  at«  natunlqr  inqdnd  W  a  itrong  im- 
{mnirai  of  &•  laotpnooi  dtoatiou  of  our  oammoa 
ooonbj,  aad  t^  a  pennanoD,  equally  >tro>v,  that 
llwlabi»i</dM  -'-'^  '---  '--'  ' 


itabillty  and  incisaM  of  nttjonal  pioaperitr. 

Nmneroiu  u  ue  the  Proridential  bleuugi  which 
demand  our  gntefdl  acknoirled^mcnti,  tbe  abaii' 
duHW  Tith.  wUoh  uotlivr  year  hu  »guii  Tavardod 
the  iDdnttry  of  the  boabuidmau  la  too  Inipottant  to 
eicape  recollection. 

Yonr  own  obHrralioni  in  your  TMpectfre  dtoallm* 
will  haT(  Htdafied  yoa  of  the  pngnaaTB  itata  of  tgci- 
onltare,  mumfactare*,  oMuneRe,  and  navigation.  la 
tracing  tbui  cantea,  yon  will  have  remariied,  with 
paitionlar  pleasure,  tba  happy  oflseti  cTtlut  rcriTal  of 
"  ""'  s,  pablio  a*  well  a*  private,  *"  -*^--'-  ■"-- 
■  •         -'le  United  i 


Conitltntkin  and  lawi  of  the  U 


d  State*  have  ■ 


d  dedava  prooA  of 
Increaung  repntation  ind  otedit  of  the  ualian.  Bnt 
you,  neverthalen,  cumot  fail  to  derive  wtiafiunjon 
Tcvrn  the  ctmflniution  c£  theae  dicoDutaooei,  which 
will  be  discloeed  in  the  nreral  oSciol  oonuannica- 
taoQi  that  will  tie  made  to  yon  in  ths  ooone  of  yoar 
delibeiationi. 

The  npid  mbecriptiwu  to  tba  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  oonndeted  die  sum  aUowed  to  be  aob- 
■atibed  in  a  sin^  day,  b  among  Aa  strikiDg  and 
pleasing  eridflnoMwhidipnaenttbemselTea,  not  only 
of  oonfidsnoe  in  the  Qoranmient,  bat  tt  reeotiTce  bo 


been  paid  to  tba  exeonlicai  .     ._.  .       ._, 

vhkb  were  apeoialty  prorided  for  t^  the  lawa  and 
intions  of  the  last  ■raaJiai 


and  secorih'  of  the 

piiih  it  on  the  most  bomane  principles  was  a  primaiy 


*  Topics  oT  twDponi?  Intenet  omlUed. 


[0(n»Ei,im 

','  at  tbe  same  time  Ati  btUia  bnt 
,  ally  ctmoli^lad,  and  other  proper  mtns 

nsed  to  attach  tba  waTering,  u>d  to  cmGnii  in  dnir 
fHendibip  the  weD-diqmaadtribesof  Indlsna,  ellKtial 
measnres  bant  bcea  adi^iUd  to  make  tbon  of  i  hadli 
ilmiiiiiiliiiii  sennble  that  a  pacificetiaD  was  deondif- 
□D  terms  of  moderation  and  jnatiee. 

Them  measons  having  proved  onKUKesifbl,  it  b- 
came  neoeaaary  to  oonviDoe  the  re&actoryorttiepais 
of  the  United  States  to  punish  their  depreditioii  Ot 
iinuiTS  (^MnUioDS  have  theiefore  been  dirocted,  to  bt 
omdnctad,  however,  a*  consistently  as  pcesUt  vilt 
tbe  dictates  of  humanity.  Some  of  these  have  ba 
crowned  with  foil  sncceu,  and  others  are  j^  Jeptal- 
Ing.  The  expedidoa*  which  have  been  oisii|ilnhH 
were  carried  on  oiiderthe  ao&ority,  and  at  ths  ti- 
pensa,  et  tbe  United  States,  by  the  niililia  oT  Eb- 
tuoky ;  wliose  eDterpnae,  intr^ndi^,  and  gooi  «■- 
duct  an  entitled  to  pecnUar  oommeudatian. 

Orwtnresof  peaoe  an  still  eootinnad  to  lbs  daisi- 
ed tribea,  and  conkderabLe  nnmben  of  in^iidiili 
belonsiog  to  them  have  lately  lenooand  ell  fnrAB 
oppoatioQ,  lemoved  fiwn  their  former  utoalian^  si^ 
placed  thuaselves  nndei  the  '"■"'-'■*'*  pntsotiaa  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  DDcerdy  to  ba  deored,  that  all  need  of  im- 
<doQ  in  fiitare  may  cease  ;  and  that  an  intiinsls  '^tt- 
oonrse  may  nicoeBd,  calcolated  to  advanoe  tbi  bsffi- 
oasi  of  the  Indians,  and  to  attach  themfirmlf  toM 
United  States. 

In  order  to  tlus,  it  saems  Deoessatr — 

That  tbey  should  ezperience  the  beiMAts  of  SI  a- 
partial  diqKuuatian  of  joslice. 

That  the  mode  i^abanaling  tb«r  lands,  tht  am 
source  of  disoooteiit  and  war,  dioDld  be  so  ddosd  ud 
legnlated  as  to  obviate impositiai,  and,Mluul^ 
be  practicable,  controversy  ooncerning  the  itati^  ud 
extent  of  the  alienatiotis  wliioh  are  made. 

That  oMnmeroe  with  them  should  be  inoHMd  n. 
der  tvgalations  tmdi^  to  aecaie  an  eqninbl*  ds- 
poctmcnt  towards  ttieu,  and  that  such  ntiontl  a- 
perimects  sboold  be  made,  for  impaitii^  to  tbaotlM 
Uannga  of  ciriUntion, .  a*  nay  from  time  kitiu 
snit  theii  cmditioiL 

That  the  Eiecntive  of  the  Unitad  States  shocid  la 
euahled  to  employ  the  means  to  which  '^.'^^ 
have  been  Ions  aoonstomed  for  oniting  tbair  iaunedi- 
ate  interests  with  tbe  preservation  (/  peace. 

And  that  effloaoicDe  proriairai  sboold  ba  msds  n 
ioSiothig  adequate  penalties  won  aH  tbow  *1>°<J? 
violating  tlieir  rights,  shall  infinnge  die  tlMtiMi "'' 
endanger  the  peaos  at  the  Union.  . 

A  systaoi  ooneqKHiding  with  the  mild  pTin^d|a^ 
teligicn  and  [dulanthiopy  towards  an  onsidi^K"" 
race  of  men,  whoee  haj^ness  matarisUy  dapandi  oo 
tiwoondoct  of  the  United  States,  woold  besiboiu^ 
abk  to  the  national  dkaraoMraaooofaRaahlB  w  tw 
dictates  of  eound  policy.  , 

Pnrsnant  to  the  ao&ority  oontalnai  hi  ^  m<«|i 
aoti  CD  tiiat  sntjeot,  a  district  of  tan  miles  ifosniRi 
tiMparmanent  seat  «f  the  Govenimsnt«f  tba  UidM 
States,  has  been  fixed,  and  anncmioad  by  proeUiw- 
ticn;  which  district  Wm  eonpi^iend  lands  on  tuA 
tides  of  the  river  Potomac,  and  Hutannatiii^ 
dria  and  Geonetown.  Aoity  haa  also  beui  W^ 
agreeably  to  a  pUa  which  win  be  placed  btAn  C^ 
gttaa  And,  as  tbeie  is  a  proqiec^  &vDr«d  lij  ™ 
rata  of  sales  which  have  afa«adytakaipUos,«*fP* 
ftinds  fbreanying  on  the  neceeoary  pnUiob^u* 
there  is  ovory  expectation  c£  their  dna  pi      "" 

The  ccmpWco  <€dM  eemncf  the  U 
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wmi  insda  bj  Uw,  hai  bMa  dti^  noti- 
1,  (ezcaplmg  tma  tnRaooe  In  which  tha  Mtnm  lui 
besn  infiiiiiul  i  and  anath«r,  in  lAioh  it  hu  bten 
canitlcd  or  muoanMI,)  aud  llie  mtanu  of  tha  officsn 
irbo  were  chmad  with  thi*  dn^,  wUcli  will  be  Ud 
before  jm,  viunvs  jcm  the  pleasiiuc  BHaraDoe,  that 
tha  jveamt  popi&lion  of  the  United  Statea  bordera  on 
fimr  mlUioiu  of  panoni. 

vaUaawl 

duded  with  Hie  Cherakeeiuiid^L       .__ _  _. 

will  be  Ud  before  jon  for  your  ocauiderallon  and  rall- 

In  eDMring  ufoa  the  alaDl^ive  of  jronr  le^iUtive 
Inu^  70a  mnit  anA^te,  wiU  pleaMire,  that  manj 
of  the  diBenWa^  neeewarily  tooident  to  tbe  fintar- 
MBgenaatanf  a  new  GoranmeDt,  for  an  eiteDure 
eonatrj,  bar*  been  lia}^d^  mnDoaated  bj  the  eealoiu 
and  jndlcfona  eseitlona  or  jotir  predeoeeson,  in  co- 
operation wtdi  tbe  other  bnnoh  of  the  LegialBtnre. 
The  impoHatit  oljeeti  wliich  remain  to  be  Bocom- 
pliab»d,  will,  I  am  permaded,  be  eondncted  npon 
ptindplsi  eijnallf  cMmprehenilva,  and  eqnaUj  well 
ealenlated  tot  Oe  adruoement  of  the  general  weaL 

It  !■  paitlcalariy  pleaiiiig  to  me  to  be  able  to  an- 
nonnoa  to  yon  &Bt  the  reremiei  which  haTS  been  ea- 
tabBihed  promiie  lo  be  adequate  to  their  otyecte,  and 
mnrbe  permitted.  If  noimfOTeaeen  exigency  oceon^  to 
aup«iiade,  tbr  tlie  present,  die  neceaaity  M  any  new 
burden*  spon  out  conititaanti.* 

An  Meet  which  win  olaim  your  early  attention  ii 
ft  ptori^on  for  t3M  current  nrrice  of  the  enioing 
year,  togelliar  widt  ineh  aacertniiied  demanda  npon 
tba  'nrauniyaareqniie  to  be  immediately  diaehaiged, 
•nd  mch  csaoBhiea  u  may  bate  arleea  in  the  exe- 
entkia  of  Ae  pnblic  bodnaas,  for  wtiich  no  ipeciSo  ap- 
profiriation  may  hara  yet  bean  made ;  of  all  which 
ft  proper  eatimate  will  be  l^d  before  yon. 


*  At  tUi  eo^muMenant  oT  tt*  Meoed  OoagTm.  being  In 
IbethlMyearofTitiilBgtoB'aHimliitibatlDii,  ncd  vlun  tha 
fliiaaiee  had  b««n  broniM  to  orier  ind  ijilein  ij  Qsutnl 
HBDl]t«i,HidtbeiDeebljiflT7Dfpmnment|»Dt  IntotUTutd 
Ml  epenIlaa,apnp*TpolBtpi<eaiitallMlrieloakattli«ei- 
piiiire  of  the  saw  Ooraniment,  botli  u  ■  ftel  it  the  Uma, 
■■d  IB  a  potBt  of  eoinpai1»n  Id  the  Itatora.  Is  tha  unui] 
ipeedi  which  tha  PnaLdent  dellTerod  to  the  two  Hodki,  he 
BtHpatsJalwlCODCTeHonUiaadaqucjofthereTaDiieiirliLGb 
bal  been  provided,  uid  on  the  pnwpect  that  bo  naw  bni^ 
tlHBia  would  be  Teqnlred  to  be  l&ld  opoo  the  peopla,  TMa 
wee  B  fTBtl^Dg  unouncameDtr  and  makai  tt  daelnble  ta  aee 
wtet  wH  the  reianoe  at  that  thna,  ud  (o  whit  ob]eati 
ippUad.  Tfa*  Int  Isqniij  Ig  anaweied  b;  a  ncBrrance  to 
tha  two  tariff  acta  whteh  hid  been  paaaed— 00*  it  tha  lint, 
tbe  other  it  tha  leaHid  laiiioD  oT  tha  Bnt  ConfiaMi  The 
feet  Bet  bid  prodneed  Mar  tiro  mnilont  of  dollin,  which, 
thDo^Bra  tliMsb*TODdwhitwaaDeCMMiyfbith»npport 
^the  QoremmaBt,  wh  not  nihalent  fin  tha  damudi  of  the 
pabUo  debt  ud  tba  Indian  war  i^lag  in  the  North-west 
An  lagawntatleo  at  the  datlae  beaame  amwatr,  ud  wu 
BeompUihad  hi  the  aaeoiid  Ht,  but  itill  OB  1  iBiU  of  moden- 
UoB.  TbaailMt(ir«««w«eEpue«itaai,Tt,l(l,Ut.lII; 
bat  Is  eoBnUag  their  prodnat,  onlj  tba  two  Ant  mij  be  eon- 
ridorad,  u  tha  mm  of  tha  Imporlatloiu  Cull  oadai  thoae 
lit  miuioat  nadei 
OBdai  tha  thna  luti  »  ChiE  tha  A  md  tha 
tha  (BactlTa  duUta, 
Importa.     Tba  Uit  of  qiacllla 


and  lb*  letoBl  levy  apoa 


OimtlemHt  of  at  Bmate.  md 

<fOu  Batm  <if  BepntnMtint : 


definitive  renlnt 

ttiem  to  yonr  attention ;  and,  I  tmat  tliat  tha  pi 
alresdy  made  in  the  moat  ardnoni  airangt 
tbe  Gorenuufnt  will   aSord  yon  leisure  ti 
them  with  adTantBge. 

Them  are,  however,  enne  t£  them  of  which  I  can- 
not forbear  a  more  particular  mention.  These  are : 
the  Militia,  the  PoM  Office  and  Post  Boads,  the  ATrnt, 
Wei^ts  and  HsBsnres,  and  a  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  Statea 

The  disorders  In  tha  ailMlng  catrency,  and  espe- 
cially the  scaieiirr  of  mibII  ehange,  a  scaraty  so  pe- 
cnliarly  diatnadng  to  tba  poorer  clasaes,  stronsiy 
reoommeod  the  carrying  Into  Immediate  efihct  ttie 
reiolntii»  already  cnterM  into  concBming  the  esta- 
blishment c^  a  Mint.  Maamres  have  been  taken  puran- 
ant  to  that  resotntian  for  procnring  aome  of  the  most 
naoesaaiy  artists,  togetherwithtbereqmateHppaiataa. 

A  pTDviiion  Sat  the  sale  of  tlie  vacant  lands  of  the 
United  States  ii  particnlaity  urged,  among  other  rea- 
sona,  by  the  important  ooniideTfttlans,  thit  they  are 
pledged  as  a  fbnd  for  reimbnivng  the  public  debt ; 
that,  if  dmely  and  jndiciotuly  applied,  uie;  may  save 
the  neceaaity  of  borthening  our  citiieua  with  new 
taxes  ibr  the  exttngniiliment  of  the  ptiocipal ;  and 
that,  being  free  to  discharge  the  principal  bnt  in  a 
limited  proportion,  no  opportnnity  ought  lo  be  lost  for 
ivailing  the  pabiio  cf  its  right. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UitrrxD  States,  Ooteicr  25, 1791. 


dalles  was  enisled  In  the  saaond  Mil,  (tha  BsoalBry  a  tba 
Traianrf  wlialf  ■ajhig  ^st  the  axparlaDoa  of  tba  worid 
ihowed  that  dntleB  Dpon  qouUtlas,  iBcartBlnible  by  weight 
Bitd  meason,  were  tbe  011I7  o»s  txgMa  at  »tle  and  cheap 
ocdleetlon,  ind  tharalbca  to  be  pralHnd  ai  Ikr  is  possible,) 
ind  their  nte  laoraaaad,  bat  stUt  In  modanta  proportloB. 
Tba  prodDoa  of  the  whela  was  iboot  S|  lalllJoiu,  which  was 
oeirlj  Dine  UmcaumnohsitlieBDpport  ofthaGoveramant 
rsqnlicd.  leaving  neailyalgbt  parts  oat  of  nine  to  go  to  tha 
pabUo  debt,  tba  Indlin  war,  ud  othir  utraoKUBii^  objoeta 
This  Importist  ititamant  raqnlrae  to  ba  verlflad,  which  Is 
done  bf  raferrlng  lo  Oenanl  HimUton't  eatlinita  ufippro. 
priidoni  It  tha  eomnMDosmuit  of  this  drat  sssalon  of  tba 
ueood  Coi«nss ;  to  wit,  oivn.  lbi.  eomprahaodlng  aom- 
pensitlon  to  tba  PitaldaBt  sad  Tlea  Praaldettt— tbe  Depait- 
jntnU  of  Stota.  Tieasnty  and  Wei^-lha  Board  et  OdibdI*- 
tlonen-ttaa  govarniDaBt  oftbe  Horth-wcatam  Tanlloiy-tbe 
JndlduT— the  two  Hoosea  of  Oeagiesa— eenttngeaciea  taA- 
dent  fa)  Iha  elvll  list :  Id  all  tn^ettt-OO ;  to  which  waa  aftet- 
wudi  sddad  •ST,OM)  Ibr  dljdomitla  IntareoDna,  lasfeastBg 
tba  BDOUt  of  Ute  unoil  arthmte  to  HIS,00a  Tba  psbUe 
debt,  tha  Indian  war,  ud  other  aztraoidiniria  looli  aU  tbe 
nst,  amoontlDg  to  ibonl  lb»*  mlUlons  ;  so  that  this  mall 
laTenna,  prodnoed  by  each  modante  dntlaa  Dtwn  tlia  MoaA 
inpoRiUoD  of  that  diy,  inSced  be  tha  npporlottb*  Oav< 
•nment,  fbr  euTyliig  on  an  Indian  war  is  Ibr  o)^  (tbe  dls- 
tiDoe  meuond  bj  time  ind  aost  of  miieb  ind  trusporta. 
tion,)  ud  with  Indlui  lar  mora  lormidibla  than  aay  now 
In  the  world ;  ud  ilao  tet  the  intarast  of  the  pobllo  debt 

flactloD  DU7  be.  thit  with  tha  huqo  iplrit  of  oeoDomy  wUeh 
than  praviUad,  the  Mine  kaowlcdge  oftbe  otjacla  Ibr  wUd 
tha  Fadaial  Ooveimnent  wu  created,  ud  the  iBma  datanDl- 
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Tli«PxxBii«KT  or  THB  UnrcD  Snu 
ntirad,  and  tba  two  Hoobh  bang  am 

OrAarai,  That  U«asn.  Bras,  Oabot,  'and 
J<ffliraTON,  b«aooiiiinittMtoprqMnaiidnport 
Hie  draft  of  an  AddrcM  to  the  Pendent  or  the 
Utdted  Stales,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  delivered 
titia  da/  to  both  Honieg  of  Oon/ 

Oriartd,  That  the  Speech  of  die  Praeident  of 
On  nvited  States,  delirered  this  da;,  be  printed 
ItetheuBBof  the  Senate. 

"WiDmBDAT,  Ootober  20. 
BmTTB  Euro,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
snd  JoHx  Hbkbt,  from  th«  State  of  Uaiyland, 
attended. 

Thtbsdat,  October  ST. 
The  foUowing  meseaoe  was  received  frvm  the 
President  of  the  United  81al«a : 

gariiM  0/  IKt  aaaU,  ami 

1 1>7  befbn  7011  ■  oo[7'  of  ■  Irtter,  and  of  nuidiy 
Aoeaneat^  which  I  Iut*  recrired  from  ^m  Goremor 
cf  F«iiii*7lTanlA,  nqiecting  oartiin  penoni  wbo  ue 
nid  to  luTe  fled  fiom  jiudoe  out  of  the  StaU  of  Peon- 
■jlTUiiB,  into  that  of  TiiginU  ;  tosnther  with  ■  re- 
port <£  Ow  Attorney  General  of  £«  United  State* 
t^cn  the  wme  aahject. 

I  hate  Toceired  from  the  Qorernor  of  North  Cuo- 
Bna  a  oopj  c£  an  Aot  of  the  GenenI  AesemUj  of 
Aat  Slate,  antiioilang  him  to  ooa-rtj  Co  the  U^ted 
States  the  righC^^d  jurisdiction  of  the  uid  Slate  over 
mw  acre  of  l&noln  OeiaODck  Island,  and  ten  >cn« on 
the  Cape  bland,  within  the  nid  Strtc,  for  the  pm^ 
poM  «^  enotiiMF  B^itJiODiM  thereon,  togMher  with 
tbedeedoftheOoniDor,  inpoTBDanee  £eteo^  Mid 
Am  original  otmrcTanoaf  mada  to  Ae  State  I7  the  Indi- 
indnal  proprietory  iriilah  origiiMl  omrejaneee  con. 
bin  eoutitiODi  that  te  li^hoDse  an  Ocncock  ihaU 
be  built  belbre  ttw  fint  dar  c^  Oatmrj,  1801.  and 
dtat  on  Ae  Cms  Idand,  before  the  dgbth  day  ofOc- 
(ober,  IBOO.  And  I  hava  earned  these  ssraral  pipen 
to  be  daponted  in  the  offios  of  the  Secretuj  1^  State. 

A  rtatcauent  tt  the  Batnnu  of  tbe  EaanierMioD  of 
die  Inhabitants  of  the  United  Statea,  which  ban 
h»m  raceiTod,  will  at  this  time  be  liid  before  you. 
G.  WASHDJGTON. 

Uamn  Sum,  OtteUr  S7,  IT9L 

Vx,  Bdbs  reported,  from  the  oonunittee  ^i- 
|iolnt«d  to  prepare  an  Addr«M  to  the  Preddent 
tf  Uie  TTnit^d  States,  in  onewerto  hia  Speech  to 
both  Honaea  of  Oongren  at  the  opening  of  the 


■stlon  to  confliie  Its  usaoo  to  them  oljacta,  th«  nine  mode- 
nto  nta  of  dntlo  on  th«  lugi  isportittou  of  thli  iaj  wootd 
be  entlnlj  suOldent,  both  tOr  Uie  mppart  of  the  aoreni- 
mant  ud  for  ill  oitnardUuuT  objKta.  The  «Mt  at  ooUeot- 
lB(  tbe  ravenne  In  Uut  aulf  period  il«  pnuenti  i  po[st 
fcr  iMn^set  ud  umpirijon;  It  wh  then  ebaiit  t  ud^ 
per  eanL,  ud  womlliig  to  the  principle  af  >Dch  oollectleni, 
luger  nmoBBt  coUect- 


bMDornnr  beoHfgBedtotdB 


FauuT,  October  98. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Scnit 
proceeded  to  take  into  couddermtitm  the  Addtw 
reported  by  the  oommittM,  in  aniwer  to  Oa 
Speech  of  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Stita, 
on  tbe  S4th  instant,  to  both  Hoims  of  Cn- 
gren ;  which  report  was  agreed  to,  as  Mlawi; 
IbOtPniidaUe/lie  UiuH^  Staitt : 

Smi  TbeSanaleortbsUnitadSuteehsmnaM 
with  As  hl^Mst  satiAotioa  A*  mmimmiirA 
OTO^eri^  oootainad  in  yonr  Speeeh  to  boaHovL 
The  mnltipliwi  Uesdngs  of  FnmdsDca  ban  k*  m- 
cued  our  notice,  or  Med  to  axcita  onrgntHak 

Tbs  benefits  whieb  flow  fton  dta  ratorstba  gff^ 
lie  and  prirate  conftdenoe  are  con^cnoai  ud  ims- 
tant  {  and  IIm  pteasore  wiA  whittt  ve  wsitii^ 
tbem  is  beigfataMd  by  yoar  asaianae  of  Iksa  br- 
Iher  oommnnieation*  which  shall  confina  thor  BJK- 
ence  and  indicate  tbeir  sowca. 

While  we  njoica  in  the  ■uoceu  of  those  aStn; 
opeiatlons  wfaich  bare  been  direotsd  sgwnA  AiW 
tUe  Indians,  we  lamant  with  yontfas  uumJ^Htl 
baa  prodnoed  them;  and  we  pattioipate  A>  kf 
that  the  pmant  prpapect  of  ageaenlpeaee,ontcai 
at  modeiatiua  and  jnslioe.  may  be  wroofdit  intDoB- 
plete  and  penuaneut  effect ;  and  tlut  the  nuaiim 
cf  QorvToment  may  eqniJiy  embrace  the  KBortj  i  ' 
our  frootien  and  tbe  general  insenM  of  haoiiBlr. 
Onr  •olidlnde  to  obtain  vbioh,  wQl  iunre  oni  a*l- 
onaattenlioDtoanobjeci  so  warmly  eipoued  l;  tbe 
prinoiples  of  beneroleoce,  and  so  bigbly  iotenilDg'i 
tbe  booOT  and  welfare  of  tbe  nation. 


sDoooT^ld  to   prasecnte  Oam  wiA  aberi^  i^ 


[mportsnt. 
mpliebed. 


pai^on  bnt  tbat  for  tbe  general  weUua;  l^dii  «■ 

'  -  -loeit,  aid  Ey  a  tiow  of  the*  ud«w 

anangemeotB  wbiob  haTe  bMO  >taw4 

We  observe,  bt,  tba  oonstency  ud  actirity  <f  jw 
lealibr  the  pnblio  good.  The  example  will  wiDib 
onr  effort!  to  promote  the  fa^ipinesi  d  oar  amtrj. 

Ordered,  That  the  Addreai  to  the  PrMJdait 
of  the  United  States,  in  answer  to  his  SpM^k 
be  presoited  by  tbe  Yice  Preddent,  sttoiM 
by  tlie  Senate ;  and  tliat  the  oommittee  vliidi 
reported  the  Addreea  wut  on  the  Prmdoit  ^ 
the  United  States,  and  desire  to  be  infonned  it 
what  time  and  place  he  will  receive  th«  suk 

UoRnAT,  October  81. 
s  UoNwnL  from  the  State  of  Tvff^ 
attended,  and  took  Mb  aeak 

Uoesa  RoBiNsotr,  from  the  State  of  Tennoni 
prodnoed  his  credentials,  and  took  bis  Mt  ■" 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bmts,  from  the  oommittee  appc^t*^  tn 
the  28th  to  wfut  on  the  President  of  the  Unittd 
StMee,  reported,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  r«M« 
the  Address  of  tbe  Senate^  in  answer  to  bn 
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E^eech  to  both  Hoaies  of  Oinigreas,'  on  Mond&7 
next  at  13  o'olook. 

Whereopmi,  th«  Senate  wdted  on  tlie  Pred- 
deot  of  the  United  States  at  his  own  house,  and 
the  TioB  PsiaiDKnT,  in  Qieir  name,  ooromnni- 
cated  to  him  the  Addreee  agreed  to  on  the  aBth 
instant,  to  which  the  Pbxbidbht  or  na  Unttbd 
St&tbb  wag    pleased  to  moke  the  following 

Givfunm:  ThitmaoffeiUiioiiof  TooiKalfistiie 
booor  md  the  bq^dnan  of  <RiT  oomitiy  darira  Its  fyi 
tsIdb  from  &e  duure  which  jcnir  ddUNnUonj  ban 
ainkdj  liad  in  niotDOliag  both. 

I  Sunk  Ton  Air  the  faTorable  wirtiiiieDli  with  wluoli 
TOO  Tkw  the  part  I  hsTs  bone  in  the  ardnonj  tmat 
eommittedlo  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
and  da^rs  Ton  to  b«  UHoied  that  all  1117  zeal  will 
emtanne  to  noood  those  (brdur  efhrls  for  the  pablio 
good  wUch  are  snsiirad  hj  the^rit  in  wbidi  yon  are 
•Dtarburcn  the  vasait  seadon, 

O.  VASBINQTON. 

Tbe  Benata  retorned  to  the  Senate  Ohamber. 

Fbidat,  November  4. 
BisnuM  R.  Bbaslkt,  from  the  State  of  Ter- 
moDt.  appeared,  produced  hia  credentials,  and 
took  his  seat 

WKDiraflDAT,  November  9, 
OuvsB  Eluwobih,  from  the  State  of  Con 
neotknt,  attended,  and  took  his  mat. 

TEUBaotT,  November  10. 
Jamm  Qwms,  from  the  State  of  Goorgia,  al^ 
f^ffi'^''^,  and  took  his  seat. 

FbidjLT,  January  6. 
Cfaaxus  Oaxkoll,  from  the  State  ot  liaiy- 
tend,  attended,  and  took  his  seftt. 

HoNSAi,  Jaoiurj  9. 
BioHAXD  Bi.BeRT,  from  the  State  of  Dela- 
mre,  attended,  and  took  bis  seat 

UonsAT,  Maroh  0. 
The  fbOowingUoMOAewas  received  fhnn  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  States : 

attatmm  tfOa  Saialt,  imd 

of  a*  Ham  of  Jtr^rmmMitn  .- 

Kiowiog  tbe  Mntdlj  mtaiest  70a  take  in  wbotern 
mi^  pnanota  tb«  bwinais  Koi  ymptiity  of  the 
fiMicfa  nation,  it  Is  with  pleMora  that  I  laj  bafioe  von 
<1m  tnnaUdon  of  a  letter  wUcb  I  bsve  ncttvad 
fyota  his  Host  Cbristisn  Majesty,  aunoonciag  to  t 
DniMd  Stataa  at  America  bis  acceptance  oT  &e  oc 
slitntianpmsenteilM  him  in  die  name  ot  Ms  nstii 
Q.  WASHINGTON. 

Unm  Biuat,  Jfavl  5,  1792. 


ake  it  our  doty  to  Intbim  joa  that 
.  the  oonstitiituni  which  has  besn  j 


1^ 


to  tu  in  the  name  of  tbe  bmjod,  and   acoordtDg  to 
which  France  will  be  benoelbrtb  goTsroed. 

Wa  do  not  doobt  that  jaa  take  an  Interest  in  an 
tut  so  important  to  our  kingdom,  and  to  ni ;  and 
at  it  is  wIUi  real  pleason  we  take  thb  oecaaian  to 
new  to  yon  assocances  of  tbe  idnoere  Aienddiip  we 

lar  Ton.     WbeieapoD,  we  mj  God  to  b 

17  dear,  great  fiUmda  and  allies,  in  his  jnst. 
ka^hig. 

Vtjtten  at  Paris,  the  19d  of  September,  1T9I. 
Your  good  friend  and  alW, 

LOUIS. 
HoiniioBiii. 
His  Uhred  SrAtn  or  Noacn  AmmiOA.  ' 


TiTHDAi,  March  18. 

The  Senate  reanmed  the  oonrfderatitm  ot  tbe 
motionmade  jeaterdajoa  tbellenageft^nn  tbe 
PKsident  of  the  United  States,  tranamltting  a 
oopT  of  a  letter  from  his  Most  Obristisn  U^es^ 
to  Uie  United  States  of  Amerioo. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  postpone 
this  motion,  In  order  to  take  np  the  fallowing: 

"Saoletd,  That  ihaPreddent  of  tfie  United  States 
be  Infbnned  that  the  Senate  have  rec^ved  with  satll- 
fiwtion  the  official  iDtelligenoe  that  the  King  of  Hit 
French  bu  accepted  the  oonstitntioa  presented  to 
him  by  ^  National  ABsembl7,  and  are  Mg)i!7  grnti- 
Sed  by  eTer7  event  that  pnimotes  the  freedom  and 
proaperit7  o(  tbe  French  nation  and  tbe  hi^juneas  and 
glot7  rf their  King* 

It  paned  in  tbe  negative ;  jeaa  6,  uajs  81 — 
aafofiows: 

Yus.— Messta.  Bassett,  Cabot,  EUswordi,  mng, 
StRH^  and  Wheats. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bndle7.  Bnrr,  Batter,  Carroll, 
Dickinson,  Few,  Fatter,  Qnnn,  Huridns,  Beniy, 
Jciuiston,  iMrd,  Langdon,  Lee,  Monroe,  Morris,  Read, 
Robinson,  RntbBrfilrd,  Staotcm,  and  Shannan. 

The  ori^aal  motion,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to.    Wberenpon,  it  was 

Seiohad,  That  tbe  Preddent  be  requested  to 
make  known  to  tbe  King  of  tbe  French,  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  hare  reodved 
with  the  highest  satiBfootioD  the  official  oom- 
mnnicatioii  of  his  occeptanoe  of  the  oonstitodon 
whioh,  it  is  their  earnest  wish,  ma7  establish, 
on  a  BcAiA  haxa,  the  fi-eedom  and  proeperitv  of 
tbe  French  nation,  and  the  b^ipineas  and  ^017 
of  tbe  Monarch  prodding  over  it. 

yfxDSWDi-T,  March  14. 
Ordered,  That  the  resolntlon  trf  tbe  Senate^ 
on  the  Message  of  the  Pre«dent  of  the  Unlt«d 
State^  enolosmg  the  letter  tronx  bis  Moet  Ohris- 
tiao  Mtjestj,  be  signed  b7  tbe  Vice  PreddenL 
and  laid  before  me  Preddent  of  the  Unitea 
States,  by  the  Secretary. 

MoxDAT,  March  26. 
A  motion  was  made  bj  Mr.  Mohboo,  second- 
ed bj  Mr.  LaXjBS follows : 
^Setohtd,  That  it  be  a  standing  mle^  that 
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the  doora  of  the  SenftU  Ohamber  remain  open ' 
whilst  the  Seatta  dull  be  flitting  in  thdr  Legia- ' 
Utive  oatwoity,  exoqit  on  anoh  ocraaiona  as  in 
their  jndgment  ma;  reqoin  Maretnr ;  and  Hiat 
thia  rnle  shall  eommenoe  and  be  toHffoeoD  the 
first  da^  of  the  next  seeraonc^  GoDgren;"  and  it 
passed  m  the  negatJTe— yeas  8,  nays  17,  as  fol- 

Tus.— Hmbi.  Badcr,  ChtoH,  FoMer,  HkwUiu, 
Jotuuton,   King,  Lm^  and  Honroo. 

ITATa.— HewB.  BaMatt,  Btadlajr,  Cabot,  DioUo' 
•on,  Elliwartfa,  Few,  Gmm,  Emiij,  Iwd,  Lugdon, 
Boad,  BoUnacD,  Bnthaifbid,  Stmmaii,  Staaton, 
Stmis  BDdWingata. 

'WiransDi.T,  April  IS. 

The  Vict  FsuiDiKT  being  absent,  the  Benate 
pFDoeeded  to  tJie  election  of  a  President  pra 
Umport  as  the  ocHUtitation  proridee,  and  the 
Hon.  BiOHABD  Hksbt  Leb  was  dnly  deoted, 

Ordtred,  That   the  Beoretary  wait  on  tliB 


Preddant  of  the  TTnit«d  States,  and  l^bcfa* 
bim  an  attested  o^y  ol  this  prooeedmg,  nd 
that  he  notify  the  Honse  <rf  BepresentitivH  of 
the  eleetion  of  a  pRoideiit  pra  (Mtyor*. 

TECBSD1.T,  April  19. 
Bttohed,  That  the  Prendeot  prv  Xmum  d 
the  Senate,  aa  a  member,  retain  hia  Hf^  t> 
TOte  npon    " 


TmtBUT  ETBTore,  Hay  a 

A  menage  frtm  the  House  of  BepnsHittfini 

infbrmed  the  Senate  that  tlie  House  of  "B/m- 

sentatiree,  haTtng  oompleted  the  boaineH  tun* 

them,  are  aiboat  to  a^joom. 

InocafonDi^  tothereeoltttitMiafthe  4tlib- 
Btant,  tlie  Freodoitpro  teMfXM-a  a^jonnied  te 
Senate  to  Uie  first  iConday  in  NoTonber  not, 
being  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the  nut 
annnal  meeting  ofOongrteB. 
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FBOOEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 
THE   HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


M(»n>AT,  Ootober  M,  ITSl. 

TIda  bring  tiie  Aaj  appointed  1>7  law  fbr  the 

meeting  of  the  prairat  OoneresB,  the  followuig 

meinbeTS  uipeared,  prodnoea  their  eredentUla, 

Htd  look  their  M«ti : 


Am  MtmaeMvtetU,  Tawxa  Aios,  Bbsiua- 
iKCB  BouBN^  Elbzidgb  Gxbbt,  Bdhxhut 
GooDHim,  GxoBai  Thatciixb,  and  Abixmas 

■ffiSD. 

AvM  Shodt  Aland,  Bxirf  aux  BoiTBrn. 

Fmn  QmiueUmtt,  Jameb  Eillhousb,  Josa- 
nix  EtniBOKS,  Joitathait  TRTmrLL,  Jkbucab 
Wamwobth,  and  Akaha  Ijuiisxd. 

JVvm  ^Me  Tort,  James  Oosdov,  John  Lait- 
luoi,  Frkb  Stitkixb,  and  Thoius  Trcd- 

Fnm  Seie  JtTMy,  EuABBocDnraT. 

Awn  PMHuyfcama,  Tkouar  FimnroNS, 
DinxL  Hkibtxs,  and  Fsxdkeick  AiraiTBrnB 
Xnmxnjue. 

Awn  IMoMNinL  Jomr  VamrQ. 

«  Maryland,  Jcmhua  Sxhxt,  and  Baktxc 


Am(  Tirgima,  Jobs  Bbowh,  Willuh  B. 
Sub,  Sunm.  Qkhtut,  Jaub  MAoiaov,  Am- 
mw  Koosi,  and  AxxrunoK  Wbitx. 

Avm  JV^tA  CbroKfia,  Joer  Stxcle,  and 
EcoH  WiuiUtaoF. 

Asm  Booth  Carolina,  Daxol  Eusib,  Wil- 
uu  Shtth,  and  Thohab  Tusor  Tuoxxb. 

Amm  0MfyM,  FxAXOta  Wnxn. 

A  qnonun  of  uie  mraab«n  bdng  preaoDt,  the 
HoDM  pTOawd«d  to  ballot  for  Speaker,  when  it 
q>peand  that  Jottatoak  TSmBinx,  frtHn  Oon- 
■Bctieitt,  was  elected. 

On  bmng  ooodiioted  to  the  ch^,  l£r.  Tbum- 
nu.  addr^ed  the  House  as  follows ; 

GamxNBi  I  I  find  nqraelf  imabl*  to  axpna*  to 
}im  the  fbD  mdm  I  hiTa  of  the  dutingaidiad  bonce 
jvu  h>Tedo<M  (M  in  Uia  dKries  of  joor  ^wakar. 

Tlw  ^ffideno*  lAd  in  mj  sUlldai  todlMhana, 
vlA  prafristr.  ^  ^0"^  o'  *^  Bh^i  ^  ahuMt  b- 
^rrihlt  in  my  own  minJ.    Btd^  enocmniged  trgt  the 


ance  of  each  indirldnal  in  i^  I  dull  enter  cm  iti  dn- 
tiea,  with  ftdlanonnoeato  jira,  gmdeswn,  tiiat  I 
AaU  endtavoc  to  ccodiwt  mjMlf  irith  fliU  impartiat 
i^,  Integri^,  and  aMidnity,  whldi  beoome  Ob  too- 
qHODOni  itadcm  in  irtiieh  70a  hava  been  jdeaaed  to 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Olerk,  when  there  appeared  a  nnanimons  vote 
for  John  Bxoxlbi. 

The  oath  to  snpport  the  oonatitntion  waa  then 
administered  to  the  members  preeen^  and  the 
oath  of  office  to  the  Speaker  and  Olerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  commit- 
teee  nntil  the  House  shall  otherwise  determine. 

A  meeaage  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 
forming the  Hoiue  that  a  quorum  of  that  bodf 
is  assembled  and  read;  to  prooeed  to  bnainees ; 
and  tltat  the  Senate  have  infonoed  the  Preo- 
dentof  the  United  States  that  tfaej  are  ready  to 
reoeive  an;  oommnnioatdou  he  may  be  pleued 
to  make  to  them. 

Sttoked,  ThatHx.  SurtH,  of  SonthOaroUna, 
Ifr.  Lausako^  and  Mr.  WiiTn,  be  a  ocuomittee 
on  the  part  ol  thia  Honse,  to  act  Jointly  with 
the  committee  from  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
President. 

Ordertdf  That  a  oommittee  be  appt^ted  to 
prepare  and  report  Standing  Bnlea  and  Orders 
of  proceeding  for  the  Honse.  Ueasra,  Uuhlket- 
BKsci,  TcoxBB,  yfajiAMooB,  Amks,  and  Smuh^ 
of  New  Eampahire,  were  named. 

JoeiPH  Wkeatoit  was  ^ipointed  Sergeant-at- 
Arms;  and  Qhfobd  Dallbt,  Doorkeeper,  and 
Thomas  Olaxtob,  aariatant  Dooileeper. 

Seiohed,  That  two  ObutUna,  of  different  de- 
nominationa,  be  awi^ted  to  Oongreaa  fbr  the 
present  searion,  to  intn^hange  we^f  . 

Hr.  SuTH,  from  the  joint  committee  qipcdnt- 
ed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  the  President  wonld  moke  a  00m- 
mnnication  to  botb  Houses  to-morrow  at  twelve 
o'olook,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  annonnoed  the 
'    'that  bodyto  thercMtotionoftUa 
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HoDse  for  th«  ftppointment  of  two  Chwilains, 
Mid  had  elected  the  Right  ReTerend  Biihop 
Wbitx,  on  their  part 

TuEBiiAT,  October  3S. 

The  fbllowiDg  memben  appeared,  preeeDt«d 
their  oredeDtials,  and  took  their  weiia :  Abbi.- 
HJH  OtAax,  JoN^TRur  Dattoit,  and  Aabor 
EiTomix,  from  New  Jersey ;  and  Israel  Ja- 
OOBB,  from  PeimaylTaQia, 

The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  fi>r  a  OhapUn, 
when  a  mi^rit}r  of  the  votes  were  found  in  ft- 
Tor  of  the  Rer.  Vr.  Blub. 

A  menage  being  reorived  from  the  Senate, 


«d  Stttea,  the  Speaker,  attended  b;  the  mem- 
ben of  the  Honw,  withdrew  to  the  Senate 
Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  reoelving  the  same. 

On  the  return  of  the  memben.  the  Speaker 
I^  before  the  House  a  cop;  of  the  Speech  de- 
livered l>f  the  President,  {which  will  be  foond 
in  the  prooeedings  of  the  Benat«.) 

The  &we^  waa  a<nunitted  to  ft  CknnmUtM 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Wednxbdat,  October  26. 
Prttidmt'i  Spmi. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Preaident'a  Speech,  Hr.  UrHLBr- 
BZBo  in  the  chair. 

The  Speech  heSsg  read,  Mr.  Tnmro  moved 
a  resolntion,  of  whioh  the  following  is  the 
purport: 

"  Saolnei,  Tb»t  it  is  the  oiMod  at  tMi  oommit- 
tee that  an  Addrea  ihonld  be  praaanted  to  tba  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  bj  tbe  Honw  tf  It«pn«n- 
tativci,  Id  UDwer  to  Ma  Speedi,  to  congratoUta  him 
on  Ihe  ptMpetODS  dtnsCion  of  As  tliuM  Stitn,  ex- 
inseiveof  the  ipptntetioit  of  theHonss  of  the  wtw 
•nd  pnidant  mCHnreih*  basr — ~-'  '—' — "*-' — 
MM,  In  Ilia  anoDlfoa  of  dx  di 


ftn  tb«  dafimca  of  the  Westsm  bontiara.' 

This  raaolnlion  waa  ol|}eoted  to  byUeesrs. 
LAUumnt,  Sboowtok,  ftan,  <(tf  South  Oaro- 
llnaj  «nd  Ijvkdiobk,  upon  uta  jslndpla,  that 


whidh     , 

tigation  befbre  the  HooBe  oonld,  with  propriety, 
det«miine.  It  was  diffionlt  to  say,  benreprop- 
er  doonments  were  Ud  b«fbre  the  House, 
whether  the  meaanrea  adopted  toe  tlie  dafenoe 
ot  the  Weat«m  fronlJen  were  the  most  prndent 
that  ooold  be  adopted.  It  was  impossible  pod- 
tivety  to  assert,  that  tho  Prerident,  in  the  exe- 
ontlon  of  tiie  datiea  aa^eied  him  fn  oanying 
into  effiaot  the  excJM  act,  nad  done  all  fcv  the 
besL  Erwy  member  that  spoke  agreed  in  ex- 
pressing his  indlvidnal  opimoo,  t3at  no  donbt 
the  Preddttit  fajid  tettA  with  his  wonted  pm- 
denoe  uid  wisdom  in  the  axecntion  of  the 
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tmeta  reposed  in  him ;  hut  also  agreed  tiiat  it 
was  improper,  indeed,  it  waa  no  oomplimeDt 
paid  to  the  Preaident,  to  ^iprove,  bef<M«  a 
formal  examination. 

In  answer  to  (heoe  otjecttons  it  WM  obeared, 
that  so  fkr  as  eircnmstaneee  had  been  made 
known  to  the  members,  relative  to  the  stns 
taken  by  the  President  daring  the  reoesa  of  the 
Federal  L^ialatore^  so  for  th^  claimed  the  »p- 
probation  of  the  Honse;  and  that  the  opinion 
of  the  Honse  waa  only  meant  to  be  given  aa  ftr 
M  tbey  were  informed.  It  was  urged,  that  the 
answer  of  the  Honse  ihonld  he  a  candid  cxiffea- 
sion  of  th^  feelings ;  feelings  whioh  the  proa- 
peroos  sitnation  of  the  conntij  nndonbtedlj 
called  fbrth,  and  which  the  iisne  of  the  meM- 
nres  adopted  could  not  fail  to  excite. 

Several  modifications  were  propuaed  to  the 
reeolntion,  whioh  was  finally  agreed  to,  as  fol- 

"SMobcd;  Tlut  it  ti  the  oplnfaa  «f  IhJtoBBimit- 
tM  that  ft  reipaclftd  Addreai  onght  to  b*  |ii  ■wsMiii 
I7  tba  Hooaa  of  RapresantatiTas  to  the  PresidaU  ef 
tha  United  Staler  tn  amwer  to  Ui  !^«e«b  *o  boOi 
HouMi  of  CongiMi  at  the  oommaneeuMt  «f  tUi 


tee  to  prepare  an  Address,  patmiant  to  the  ra- 
olntion. 


Tbdbsdat,  October  S7. 


reported  a  .  _ 

United  States,  in  answer  to  hia  Speecb  to  bodi 
Houses  of  Oongreasj  whidi  waa  read,  and  os^ 
dered  to  be  committed  to  k  Oommittee  of  the 
vhide  House  immediately. 

Addreu  to  the  iVsridmt. 
Ihe  House  according  resolved  Itself  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  whMe  Home  on  the  said  Ad- 
dTMs;  and,  aftw  some  lime  nwrnt  therms,  Mr. 
MuHunrBKBO  roiMHted  that  the  Mmmittoe  had 
had  the  si^  Address  under  oonaderation,  and 
made  no  amendmedt  thereto.    Wlm«iipoo,it 


Stiohed,  unmiimaailf/,  That  thin  House 
doth  agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  irorda 
foQoving : 

Snt :  In  mocdring  you  Addnsi,  at  dw  opeidng  of 
tba  praaant  aaanon,  the  Honia  of  Rafwwita&ui 
have  taken  in  ampla  abare  in  tbeftellngiiDapind^ 
the  aetnal  pro^riQ'  and  flittoiing  pKMpauti  of  our 
coontiy ;  and  whiut,  with  bacomlng  gratitada  to 
Heaven,  we  ucribe  thii  hsppinaas  to  the  trna  aeraM 
from  which  it  flowl,  ws  beboid  widi  an  onimatfug 

Elaamrs  the  decree  in  which  the  Cowtitiilion  sod 
iwi  t^  the  United  States  have  baan  famimuanlal  ia 


intHTticolaT 
whidithe  dill 


with  whidi  the  diffbrent  important  meume*  of 
the  Oovramneot  have  prooeedad  ;  as  well  ttton  ipe- 
dally  jmnddad  far  the  last  wirioi^  as  Hiose  of  ;(•• 
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[H.  or  K. 


Bidliig  iitt.  Tla  nfctf  <€  our  Weitem  frontira,  ia 
rtich  ths  Utv  and  lepoae  of  w  nunj  of  am  fellov- 
dliwii  an  ianilfed,  bdng  pecoliarij  iaterealdng, 
TOUT  cKmumuucatiDDi  on  th&t  stilgect  aro  prnpoTtJon.- 
illj  gratohl  to  u.  The  g&Qaatiy  and  good  conduct 
of  llw  n^ltia,  whoaa  lerTba  mra  called  for,  Is  an 
bownnbla  eonfirmation  of  tlie  eflhvey  of  that  praeimi 
lewoKe  of  a  ft«a  Stale.  And  we  anxioiulf  viili  that 
Ibe  ODDseqiiBBcea  of  their  mccowflil  eDta^iiasi,  and 
cf  the  othar  pnioaedliig*  to  which  yea  have  referred, 
IU7  bare  the  United  StMae  tnt  la  pnnae  the ' 


Is  onr  Bu^bothood. 
It  of  the  pcpalatioD  of  the  United  Statei, 
fMsmiDed  1^  tba  ntnmi  <£  tba  oaiuiia,  ia  tMnuoe 
d  A»  nuat  pleadng  reflectioni^  whathar  it  be  viewed 
Id  relation  to  oni  naliiinBl  aalli^  and  renieotabilitj, 
orua]>foofof  that  IsUdt^m  the  ritdaUdh  of  our 
ccmttn,  wfaieli  fsTon  ao  omzainpMa  r^ddllr  in  Ita 
Dovth.  Nor  ongfat  anj  to  be  inmidble  to  the  ad- 
dttional  motiTa  nggeated  bj  tbia  impcitant  fkct  to 


wJH  adnlmrtntiai  of  It,  to  a  poitini  of  the  earth 
iriwdifnBuaaa  snob  anioonaaa  irflhe  nmnb«r  which 
ii  to  ngaj  thoao  bloMinga  widiin  the  limiti  ef  the 
UdM  Slatw. 

We  ihall  piocwad  with  kH  the  reneot  due  to  jonr 
pMriotic  raoommeDdatiinu,  and  with  a  deep  aanae  of 
tba  IriBt  eommittad  to  tii  by  our  fellaw-cidieiu,  to 
laka  into  eonaideraticai  the  Taiioni  and  Important 
mittan  falUilg  -withio  the  pnNDt  wuion  j  and,  in 
diami'Tig  and  daiading  each,  we  shall  feel  everr  ^a- 
foBtkn,  whilat  m  are  pnrtoing  the  public  welfare, 
vliicli  mnit  be  die  mipiwDe  olgect  with  all  oar  conatit- 
MD^  to  aecomnodUa,  aa  far  aapotalble,  the  meana 
rf  attaining  It  ta  tba  lentiBienti  and  wlihaaof  eTety 
faitcfOam. 

Vr.  HaDiBOET,  trvm  tbe  oommittee  appointed 
to  mit  OD  tbe  Prerident  of  the  United  Btatee, 
to  know  when  And  where  it  will  be  ooavenleat 
fiv  him  to  reaeire  the  Addren  of  this  Honse, 
in  aiuwer  to  hia  Speech  to  both  Honeee  of  Oon- 
pvm,  mtorted  that  the  commlttM  had  waited 
on  the  Preddant,  who  rignifled  to  them  that  it 
voold  be  oonvflnient  to  him  to  reodve  the  uid 
Addran  at  trndre  o'dook  to-morrov,  at  his 


Fkidat,  October  88, 
He  Sfiaxxk,  attended  bj  the  Honae,  tlien 
irilhdrew  to  the  house  of  the  Preadent  of  the 
United  Statee,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
AddreM  of  tlus  House,  in  answer  to  hia  Speech 
tobothHonseBof  Oongreas;  to  wMoh  thft  Freo- 
ideot  made  the  foUowfiig  reply: 


The  tiaaauia  I  dariw  from  an  aMuiauue  at  jva 
attaatioa  to  the  olgaota  I  have  leoomniended  to  yon 
iiloBblad  by  TonrocnoaimKMla  the  '     ' 
Wta  bone  Id  tb*  Bti 


M  pnaparoM  OMditko  of 


'our  poblie 


•  </ ymr  aoliglita 
e  aU,IihBllbe 


»djiidg- 

cseoora^  in  aD  my  emleaTora  for  the  pnUIo  w«d, 
■mi  paMcnlaiiy  hi  thoaa  which  may  be  reqnirad  on 
niyput  thr  ezBontingdianhitatyiQaanmal  antid- 
pWa  fttm  yoor  pnasnl  dallberationg. 

G.  WASHDJOTON. 


MoNDAT,  October  SI. 

Several  other  membera,  to  wit :  from  Tw> 

mont,  Ni.THunEL  Nilbb  and  Isbabl  &aiH; 

from  Maryland,  Uftoit  Shsbiduix;  from  North 

OaroUna,  William  Bazbt  Qboti;  and  from 


TuaSDAT,  Kovember  1. 
AiiTHOiir  WATim,  member  from  Georgia,  and 
JoBiAB  Fabekb,  from  Virgiida,  took  th^  Msts 
thiadaj. 

Thtosdat,  NoTember  S. 

Two  otiier  members,  to  wit,  Riokasd  Blasd 

Lis  and  Jobit  Pasi,  from  Virginia,  appeared, 

prodnced  tlieir  oredentdala,  and  took  their  aealB 

ID  the  Honae. 

Fbidat,  November  i. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Eobbst  Bxiraoir, 
from  New  York,  sfipearod,  prodnood  his  cr»- 
dentiala,  and  took  his  seat  In  the  Honse. 

MoiTDAi,  November  T. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Penn- 
^Ifania,  WauAX  Findlat;  from  North  Oaro- 
lina,  Joan  Bipnar  Ashb;  and  from  Geo^^ 
AnBABAK  Baldwin  ;  ap^ieared,  prodnced  th^ 
oredentiala,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Honae. 

TuEBDAT,  November  8. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Ahdbiw  Gbm«, 
from  Pennaylvania,  qipeared,  produced  hia  cre- 
dentials, and  took  his  seat  in  the  Hooaet 
John  ToTT«y. 

Tba  Honse  reeolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Report  of  the  So^ 
tary  of  War  on  the  petition  of  John  Torrey, 
administrator  of  M^or  Joseph  Torrey,  deceased. 

Mr.  Ann  olijected  to  the  motion  for  accept- 
ing the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
Btdd,  It  mnst  be  apparent  that  he  was  placed  by 
accident  in  a  relation  to  the  snbject  in  debate, 
which  be  shoiild  not  have  adopted  of  ohoioe. 
With  very  little  knowledge  of  the  parties  and 
thdr  connections,  and  the  interests  that  would 
be  involved  by  the  decision,  he  seemed  to  be 
oonsidered  as  standing  spoosor  for  the  petitioner. 
Be  might  Jostify  this  active  support  of  the  peti- 
tion, by  assigning  motives  which  were  common 
to  other  genuemen ;  but  as  they  have  oontinned 
sHent,  I  will  assign  a  reason  for  speaking,  which 
is  peculiar  to  myBel£  Nothing  ezcitee  a  person 
to  a  more  fervid  defence  of  hie  ojdnitma,  than 
the  SDppoeed  discoveiy  that  they  are  tnisnnder- 
stood,  and  the  fbroe  <»  the  reasons  on  which  he 
had  fbrmed  them  nndoly  eetimatod. 

Oongress  promised  half-pay  to  the  officers 
who  should  oontinne  in  service  to  fk«  aid  <ifti« 
war.  This  was  aflierwards  made  a  oommatotion 
for  balf-pay.    K^jor  Torrey  oontinned  bi  sei<- 
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tIm  till  8M)teiDb«r,  lYSS,  when  he  died. 
qnwtiDii  <\^'d  ^^  oontina«  in  aervioe  to  the  end  of 
UM  war  ?  The  provisloiiftl  articlei  of  peace  were 
signed  on  the  80th  November,  1T89;  hot  the; 
were  to  remain  without  force  till  terms  of  peace 
shonld  be  agreed  npon  between  Great  Britain 
and  Fntnce.  This  took  place  on  the  80th 
January,  17S8,  and  the  ratificationB  were  ez- 
changed  on  the  3d  Febmarj,  1788,  at  Paris. 
The  proriglooal  treat;  between  Qreat  Britain 
and  America  wae  then  a  treaty  of  peae«,  and 
according  to  the  words  of  that  treaty  was  otm- 
ebided.  Acoordingl;,  on  the  11th  April,  1788, 
Oongreas  by  a  proclamation  made  known  those 
f^ta,  and  the  stipolations  made.  In  regard  to 
the  periods  when  hostilitiee  shonld  oease,  bj 
the  contracting  partlee  to  the  treaty.  Hostilities 
did  cease,  and  before  the  end  of  April,  17S3,  all 
America  was  in  perieot  peace.  The  late  hostile 
nations  shook  hands,  onr  vesseli  sailed  in  safety, 
and  by  sea  and  land  reconciliation  sncoeeded  to 
hostilitr. 

Bnt  did  ell  this  pnt  an  end  to  the  war  T  The 
children   in    the    street   would   answer    this 

Saeetion :  tbey  wonid  say,  it  is  peace  when  it 
I  not  war.  Of  all  facte,  the  most  notorious 
seems  to  be  the  state  of  war ;  and  it  is  the  &ct 
tliat  ihe  war  was  at  an  end,  (and  not  any  after 
resolve  of  Congrees,)  that  the  commntation  of 
U^or  Torre;  was  made  to  hinge  npon.  'When 
the  meaning  of  a  bargain  fsdispnted,  it  is  usual 
to  search  ont  the  Intention  of  the  oontracting 
parties  when  it  was  made.  Bnppoung,  Instep 
of  interpretihg  a  re«olve  of  Congress,  any  tw^ve 
of  this  body  had  to  try  a  case  between  two 

JriTKte  persons ;  suppose  that  a  man  had  given 
is  note  of  hand  for  a  snra  to  be  paid  at  the 
md  of  Oie  viar.  Would  twelve  of  this  Hoose, 
or  woald  any  jury  in  the  conntrv  saj  that  the 
war  oontinued  longer  than  bostilitiest  In  pri- 
vate life,  a  man  would  think  it  touched  his 
character  to  refuse  paying  his  note  in  such  case. 
Bnrely  a  government  ought  to  perform  its 
pronuae  with  as  much  delicacy  and  exactness. 
tlongreae  did  not  promise  the  hsif-paj,  and 
afterward  the  commutation,  on  the  condition 
that  a  man  should  serve  till  they  should  think 

S roper  to  say  the  war  was  at  an  end.  He 
epended  on  the  stnbbom/(nrf  that  it  did  end, 
which  no  resolution  of  Congress  oonld change; 
and  not  on  the  refining  opinion  when  the 
officers  might  safely  be  discharged — for  that  we 
see  might  be  differently  formed,  according  to 
the  different  views  of  policy  and  safety  at  the 
time.  An  officer  having  this  promise  of  Con- 
gress, has  a  right  to  this  commutation  on  the 
cessation  of  hoBtilitiea,  in  nursuance  of  the 
treaty.  If  this  is  dispnt^d,  tne  meaning  of  the 
words,  "  tht  end  of  the  war,"  should  bo  decided 
as  it  was  understood  at  the  time  of  tlie  promise. 
Will  any  one  believe  that  the  8d  November, 
1768,  WAS  the  term,  after  the  state  of  war  and 
all  the  treaties  which  pnt  an  end  to  it,  had  been 
long  passed  t  If  any  doubt  still  remdns,  writers 
on  the  law  of  nations  shonld  be  ooosalted.  For 
the  officer  msj  Justly  clma  an  execution  of  the 
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eomisB  aooording  to  taw ;  that  is  the  nmpn 
tween  Government  and  the  people.  On  appeiJ- 
ingtotiie  law  of  nations,  we  find  that  wariadc- 
fined  to  be  "  the  state  in  which  a  nation  proK- 
outee  its  right  by  force."  "  Peace  is  oppc««d  to 
the  state  of  war — an  accommodation  is  propowd 
and  oonditlons  agreed  on,  and  thns  peace  puis 
an  end  to  war."  "  When  the  powers  at  iw 
agree  to  lay  down  their  arms,  the  agreemest 
is  the  trea^  of  peace."  "  The  general  and 
neoMsary  effects  of  peace,  are  the  reoondHsIian 
of  enemies  and  the  cessation  of  hoetiUties;  it 
restores  the  two  nations  to  their  natural  atsle," 
Would  any  jury  in  this  country  say,  that  th« 
matter  of  fact  and  the  principles  of  law  wen 
not  in  favor  of  tiie  petition  t  Apptj  these  m«i- 
ims  of  law  to  the  case.  The  provisionsl  srtidN 
of  Navember,178S,wereof  themselves  nothing, 
it  is  tme,  but  they  were  to  constitute  the  tnstj 
of  peace,  whenever  Great  Briton  and  Fnoce 
hod  agreed  on  the  terms  of  peace.  As  tluM 
two  powers  did  agree  on  the  80th  January,  md 
raldfled  the  terms  on  the  8d  Febmary,  ITBS, 
tlxtn  the  provisional  articles,  to  use  uie  tb7 
words  of  Uie  preamble,  did  wntHbtU  €i»  frwiv 
ofpaaee;  it  was  th«n  a  eonetvdsd  thing;  vil 
peace  in  fttct  took  place  In  the  several  pirts  (^ 
the  world  on  the  appointed  days. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  preliminaries  vat 
no  more  than  a  suspension  of  arms — that  tba 
state  of  war  still  oontlnnes,  until  a  d^finitki 
treaty.  To  this  it  Is  answered,  that  nreunuu- 
rle«  Wd  the  national  faith ;  if  violated,  tba 
peijored  faithless  nation  would  kindle  a  d«* 
WOT,  By  the  law  of  nations  there  is  not  wch 
a  distinction  as  that  which  is  allied,  b«tToen 
preliminary  and  deflnitive  treaties.  Let  ibt 
authorities  for  such  s  distinction  be  prodoeed 
by  those  who  make  it.  But  they  do  not  wi* 
— a  truce  does  not  put  an  end  to  a  war—* 
truce  is,  however,  a  suspension  of  war  for  i 
specified  term.  At  the  end  of  this  term,  tbt 
war  begins  again,  of  course,  without  anjfWsb 
declaration.  But  a  suspension  of  hostilitits  fc 
an  indefinite  period,  is  not  a  truce,  but  a  wane ; 
eepedftlly  if  it  is  added,  that  it  is  agreed  upon 
by  the  belligerent  nations  in  consequenoe  ot  * 
settlement  of  their  disputes,  and  if  it  happeiu 
in  feet  that  the  war  is  not  ruvived.  Those  wiw 
make  so  much  of  a  deflntlire  treaty,  and  w 
light  of  prebminariea,  shonld  consider  that,  oB 
their  own  system,  the  former  is  a  kind  of  de- 
feosanoe  which  annuls  the  latter.  BotwbM 
the  definitive  treaty  is  signed,  the  pre!inunan<^ 
which  before  were  liable  to  be  annulled,  no* 
become  of  force,  and  the  treaty,  now  becoM 
indefeasible,  takes  ito  date  from  the  prelimi- 
naries. Though  this  mode  of  reasoning  has  not 
much  weight  on  my  mind,  it  ought  to  haw 
some  with  those  who  have  set  up  the  diatlDCtiaa 
which  It  is  adduced  to  overthrow,  ^^ 

These  are  the  reasons  on  which  I  have  formed 
my  opinion  that  the  war  ended  in  fact  in  April, 
1788,  when  hostilities  eeased  by  mutnol  Bg«f 
ment  of  the  powers  at  war.  My  opinion  M 
supported  by  authori^  nmoh  mow  rspuw* 
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tiian  anj  I  can  give  to  it.  The  law  conrts  in 
tfais  coontr;  have  decided  it  Jadioiall;  ;  oeees  of 
dptmed  Teasels,  and  the  question  of  interest  on 
Bntiah  debta,  have  prodnoed  de<^ons  is  eveir 
State  of  the  TJnion,  nnlese  I  am  miBinformed, 
that  the  war  ended  in  March  or  April,  1788. 
The  oonrts  in  England,  and  in  eyery  oonntrf 
where  the  war  spread,  on  trials  of  property, 
have  made  tdmilar  dedaions.  Major  Torrey 
died  la  September,  ITSS ;  sha]!  thia  bodj  decide 
■pdnst  the  settled  mle  of  all  the  law  oonits? 
It  remuna  to  remove  eome  objections : 
It  a  allied,  that  OongrMS  have  bj  varions 
niclTes  ftied  the  period  of  the  irar,  and  bare 
deolared  t^t  Hie  8d  November,  1788,  ia  the 
Una.  If  they  bad  declared  that  it  shonld  be 
oonipnt«d  from  the  end  of  the  world,  it  wonld 
not  alter  the  tmth  of  the  fact  JjUr  deolara- 
tiona  ought  not  to  be  received  to  change  their 
own  promisee.  Bnt  a  declaration,  or  »  dozen 
of  them,  made  for  another  porpoee,  and  not  to 
declare  the  meaning  of  Qie  oontraot,  oannot  on 
aj  prindple  be  received  to  interpret  iL  It  is 
not  oeoeKary,  however,  to  contend  against 
Aoee  reaoivee  of  Oongrees,  They  are  irreoon- 
dlible  with  the  former  engagement  to  Ifi^jor 
T<»Tev.  In  undertaking  to  reconcile  them,  I 
&d  that  I  impose  a  task  on  myself  which  b 
made  heavy  dt  the  preponeaaiona  of  many  of 
in;  friends ;  I  Wieve  the  minde  of  gentlemen 
tre  perfectly  £ur,  and  well-dispoaed  to  doing 
the  petidouer  jnstdoe.  Bnt  I  hope  I  shall  not 
be  tDonf^t  to  int«nd  any  offence,  when  I  re- 
Durk  that  cert^n  ideas,  ancb  a*  that  this  claim 
ia  cut  off  bj  reaotvee  of  Congrees,  and  that  on 
iSowing  it,  oonAidon  wonld  take  plooe  in  the 
basineH  .of  the  pnblio  offloea,  were  started 
with  the  diaciiaaion,  and  they  have  remained  so 
woven  into  the  teitore  of  Hie  debate,  that  I 
tbink  it  hard  to  nnravel  them.  It  was  soon 
manifested  that  there  was  a  general  dispodtion 
to  vote  tgiunat  tbe  petition.  This  opportnnity 
for  debate  seems  to  have  been  aooorded  aa  oif 
grace,  rather  than  as  a  means  of  removing  any 
eristiiig  donbta  of  their  own.  Having  adopt- 
•d  thwB  opinions,  thia  is  rather  a  form  of  re- 
fiual  than  a  mode  of  inquiring ;  and  it  seems  to 
have  been  ohoeen  with  eveir  dTcnmstance  of 
deoen^,  and  witb  all  poadble  steadfastneas  of 
pnpoae.  Tet  I  will  proceed  to  stat«,  that  the 
point  whether  the  war  was  at  an  end  when 
watilitka  ended  in  April,  ITSS,  being  already 
etaadered  &illy,  we  are  to  look  for  other 
reasons  than  snch  as  relate  to  the  oommntation, 
to  eiplain  the  reaolves  of  Congress  which  con- 
tinned  the  service  of  the  officers  beyond  the 
and  of  the  war,  and  aa  late  aa  November,  1783. 
A  mistake  seems  to  have  crept  in  here.  It 
•eons  to  be  sapposed  that  the  i^oers 
giged  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  Jost  long 
eooogh  to  secnre  their  commutation.  Bat  the 
eommotation  depended  on  one  thing — the  term 
<rf  their  servioe  on  anotiier.  The  former 
their  right  at  the  end  of  the  war ;  bnt  they  ^ 
to  remain  in  service  till  dismisaed,  imless  they 
ihonld  think  fit  sooner  to  redgn.    They  hdd 


their  oommiseions  dnring  the  plesanre  of  Oon- 

Though  when  the  war  ended  they  had 

to  the  commutation,  they  had  no  right 
to  say  their  servite  was  at  an  end.  They  did 
not  choose  to  resign :  Oongreas,  for  wise  rea- 
sona,  did  not  choose  to  dismiss  tbem.  A  for- 
dgn  army  was  stall  in  New  York.  They  were 
sent  home  on  forlongh,  but  drawing  pay,  and 
liable  to  be  called  into  the  field.  Oongress,  in 
their  resolves,  did  not  say  that  it  was  not  peace, 
but  in  effect  that  it  was  unsafe  to  disarm.  Gen- 
tlemen are  not  well  agreed  among  theiliselves  aa 

the  end  of  the  war.  Bome  fix  it  at  the  defin- 
itire  treaty  of  September  8,  1783 ;  others  at 
November  8.  Their  conclasiona  agree  as  Illy 
vrith  their  principles;  for  if  the  deflnitive  treaty 
put  an  end  to  the  wht,  how  can  the  same  gen- 
tlemen  say  that  the  war  was  kept  alive,  on  the 
jonmals  of  Oongrees,  till  November,  1788  ? 
Here,  then,  were  Peace  and  War  snhaiBtdng 
qnielly  together  dnring  two  months. 

The  f^ars  of  making  oonf^on  by  openii^  a 
door  to  many  applioanons,  seem  to  be  ground- 
less. A  man  must  have  died  between  the  end 
of  hostilities  and  Novemtwv  1768,  to  plaoe  a 
daim  on  the  like  footing.  Tho  living  have  bad 
their  commutations ;  they  cannot  come:  and  no 
other  officer  died  in  that  period,  as  far  as  I  can 
loaro.  I  have  inqnired,  and  cannot  find  at  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War  any  precedent 
which  militates  with  this  daim,  or  any  rea- 
son to  swpose  that  any  similar  one  will  be 
offered.  The  case  is  a  new  one  f  it  stands  alone, 
uid  probably  ever  will,  and  it  must  be  decided 
on  its  own  merits.  Believing  Ute  fact  to  be  in- 
disputable that  ]^^|o^  Torrey  served  to  the  end 
of  the  war,  confiding  in  tie  prindples  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  the  settled  decisions  of  the  Judi- 
cial Courts,  I  have  endeavored  to  explain  my 
ide^  with  perspicuity,  and  to  impress  them  irith 
force.  I  have  add  more  than  questions  touch- 
ing an  individual  will  oiten  be  found  to  merit ; 
but  when  public  prindplw  are  oonstmed  to  the 
pr^udice  of  private  rights,  the  debate  cannot 
be  treated  too  seriously. 

Mr.  BommoT  said,  he  diflbred  in  opinion  fh>m 
the  gentleman  in  his  construction  of  the  bnd- 
ness.  He  did  not  coindde  in  the  Idea  that  the 
decision  of  the  present  question  ehonld  be  on  & 
strictly  judicial  principle.  The  petition  is  found- 
ed on  certain  reaolutiona  and  laws  of  Congrees ; 
and  as  there  are  certain  established  rules  which 
have  been  observed  in  settling  with  every  other 
officer  similarly  drcnmstnuced,  Congress  cannot 
now  with  propriety  break  through  those  rules; 
to  these  they  ought  to  adhere,  till  by  the  deci- 
don  of  some  Jadicisl  conrt  it  shall  appear  tJiat 
they  are  contrary  to  iba  rules  of  justice.  [Here 
Mr.  Aina  requested  Mr,  Boddinot  to  point  out 
the  rules  to  which  he  referred.]  Mr.  B.  refer- 
red to  the  report  now  under  consideration,  which 
was  founded  on  a  resolution  of  Congress,  that 
the  time  for  wbicb  the  army  was  engaged  ahoald 
expire  in  November,  178S.  This  has  been  made 
a  rule  in  all  the  settlements  with  the  officers  of 
Uiearmy. 
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The  terms  of  the  contract,  between  the  offi- 
oers  and  the  United  Statea,  depended,  he  Mid, 
on  Qio  decision  of  the  eovereiga  power ;  that 
iras  aathorized  alone  to  determine  when  the 
war  should  cease.  That  power  was  vested  in 
the  then  existing  CongresB,  who,  although  thej 
entered  into  provisional  tuticles  in  November, 
1763,  did  not,  however,  think  proper  immedi- 
atelj  to  disband  their  armies  or  pat  an  end  to 
diA  war,  as  it  was  yet  nncertain  whether  those 

Srovisional  articles  wonld  be  ratified  by  Great 
Iritain,  or  a  treaty  of  peace  concluded  between 
Great  Britain  and  France ;  a  circnmstance 
which  was  neeaeasry  before  those  articles  conld 
be  definitively  hin^og.  It  was  only  when  the 
definitive  treaty  was  made,  that  Congress  de- 
termined the  period  of  the  war.  The  army, 
when  finally  disbanded  and  paid  up  to  that  day, 
acknowledged,  hy  accepting  Qieir  pay,  that  it 
was  then  only  the  war  ended ;  and,  as  far  as 
WHS  in  their  power,  assented  to  tho  principle 
which  he  maintMned,  that  the  provisional  arti- 
cles had  not  before  pnt  an  end  to  the  war. 
Bnppose  that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  Congrase  had  no^  agreed  to  the  terms, 
wonld  the  war  have  then  heea  considered  as  at 
an  end  t  Wonld  not  Congre«a  have  been  in  the 
same  mtnation  as  befbre  ttie  signing  of  the  pre 
TiMonal  articles?    It  was  neceeeary  that  Cot 


e 


act;  and  the  House  at  present  cannot  with  pro- 
"-'^ty  enter  intaa  reeolution  to  altar  the  penod. 
I  argament  of  inconvenience  onght  ako  to 
have  some  vreight  with  the  House ;  for  if  any 
alteration  were  now  to  be  made  in  the  law,  it 
most  have  a  retrospect  to  all  the  widows  and 
<3iildren  of  deceased  officers,  who  have  received 
half  pay  for  years  past.  Besides,  many  officers 
who  nave  not  hitherto  considered  themselvee  as 
entitled  to  half  pay,  wonld,  in  consequence  of 
SQch  an  alteration,  have  a  right  to  apply  for  it. 

Mr.  Lauhu^ce  sud,  he  donbted  not  tiie  gen- 
tleman who  supported  the  petition  was  fully 
satisfied  as  to  the  Justice  of  the  dum  which  he 
advocated  irith  so  mnch  ardor ;  he  begged 
leave  to  state  his  opinion,  however,  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  which  he  should  differ  from  that  gen- 
tleman. 

The  contract  with  the  offloers  of  the  Iat« 
army  was,  that  those  ahotdd  be  entitled  to  cer- 
ti^n  benefits  who  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
But  Ui^or  Torrey  was  not  thus  circnmstanced, 
as  he  died  previoos  to  the  period  when  the  war 
ceased,  and  left  neither  widow  nor  orphan  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  allowed  by 
lalt ;  his  case  is  not  contemplated  by  any  exist- 
isK  reaolntion  at  Oongrees. 

It  is  well  known  that  hostilities  oeaaed  at  die 
time  of  pnblishing  the  provirional  articlea  wMch 
formed  the  ba^  for  the  treaty  of  peace;  bat 
can  any  man  say  that  every  soldier  nad  &  right 
on  that  event  to  demand  a  discharge!  Snrely 
not.  The  ^rovifflonal  articles  had  the  peace  in 
contemplation,  bnt  the  army  was  not  to  he  dis- 
diarged  till  the  articles  of  the  definitive  treaty 


ratified  by  the  belligereat  powen.  His 
army  of  the  United  States  was,  Uierefore,  only 
furlonghed,  and  Congress'  retained  the  powv 
of  retelling  them  into  service;  and  hai  the 
officers  and  soldiers  been  recalled  from  thc^ 
forlougliB  to  take  the  field,  it  wonld  have  bew 
a  oontinuaoce  of  the  same  war ;  but  if  tbe  da> 
flnitive  treaty  had  been  signed,  and  faostililiei 
had  commenced  Qie  very  next  day,  it  would 
have  been  a  new  war,  and  wonld  hare  be^ 
proeecnted  on  entirely  new  prindplea.  The 
second  artide  of  tlie  provinonal  treo^  lodb 
forward  to  a  fittxtre  period  for  a  oonclosoa  at 
the  war;  and  he  inferred,  that  tjie  deAnitif« 
articles  being  ratified,  and  the  ratificstiwie  ex- 
changed, alone  constituted  a  termination  of  the 
war.  Mr.  L.  added  some  observatioiis  cm  Uw 
legal  ideas  of  Mr.  Ames,  in  wMch  he  also  dif- 
fered fhun  tiiat  gentl«mui ;  and  conoloded  by 
expivsaing  his  approbation  eS  the  Report  of  tM 
B«cretary  of  War, 

Mr.  Axts's  remarks  were  farther  oomhatedl^ 
Mr.  WiLLUKioii,  Mr.  Dattox,  Mr.  HuiKoxH^ 
Mr.  Wadswoets,  Mr.  Claxk,  and  Mr.  Tnin. 

Mr.  WiTKB  was  oupoHed  to  the  report,  lA 
stated  certain  particolars  to  show  that  the  army 


mand  for  their  servicee,  but  beo^se  it 
convenient  to  give  them  an  absolute  diacliarge 
at  that  period. 

The  motion  for  accepting  the  SeoretBiT'a  fie- 
port  was  carried  by  a  lai^  m^rity. 

WsDXX8DA<,  November  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  trani  Maryland, 

Wiujui  Yasb  Mcbkat  ;  and  frmn  Sooth  Oar- 

olina,  Thoku   SmTKB  ;    Mpmred,  i^odtKed 

their  credentaals,  and  tocA  their  seats   in  the 

The  8f«aker  laid  b«<bre  tbe  Hooae  ft  lotts 
from  the  Governor  ot  Maryland,  enoloeiiig  a 
letter  to  bim  frtHn  Willuk  FmuiSY,  a  mem- 
ber returned  to  serve  in  this  House  tor  tiie  said 
State,  ooutuning  his  reagnation  of  that  a{>- 
pointment;  also  a  return  of  John  FRaxon  Ms*. 
uSK,  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  Hona^ 
in  the  room  cS  the  sud  Willum  Prsxaxr: 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  refored  to 
the  standing  G(xnmitt«e  of  Meotiona 

Thubsdat,  Novonber  10. 
The  Gmmu. 
The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  Sdiednk  of 
the  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Hr.  LacBijnn  hod  previooaly  moved,  that 
until  the  next  enumeration  the  number  of  Bep- 
reeeotatives  should  be  one  for  every  thir^  11kh»- 


Mr.  Datton  moved  to  stiike  out  "  thir^," 
before  "  thousand."  This  amendment  was  am- 
der  consideration. 

Mr.  GxHBX  obserrod,  that  in  all  the  dedaicuM 
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of  the  Lwiflatiire,  we  onght  to  follow  as  &r  &9 
poasble  the  opmioo  of  the  gretit  body  of  the 
people.  If  tbla  opiiiion  abomd  be  fotrnd  to  be 
igduut  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  the  unend- 
mant  ought  to  be  adopted ;  bat  if  we  refer  to 
the  amendnieiits,  proposed  by  the  Oonrentioos 
to  the  cocstitntion,  we  ahall  find  that  five  States 
ire  in  (kvor  of  oue  Kepresentative  to  every 
tbiity  thonaand  persons,  till  the  nnmber  should 
imoDnt  to  two  nimdred.  Hpne  of  the  propo- 
litioiiB  now  mored  «m  amenaiiieote  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  itom  New  York,  amonnt 
to  Uwt  somber.  Sevwal  oUiers  of  the  Oonven- 
tioDf  wm«  of  opinion  that  the  repreMQtation 
«u  too  small  to  seooTe  the  libertiee  of  this 
conntry.  This  Government,  said  he,  b  a  Oov- 
enunentof  representation;  the  people  may  con- 
trol their  RepreaentatiTes,  bat  Uieir  inflnenoe  is 
■mtn  k  reepeot  to  the  Senate  and  the  Eseoa- 
6n,  and  gtUl  leas  over  the  officers  of  Govem- 
nunL  On  what  then  do  the  people  depend  foi' 
cbecUng  encroacbments,  or  preventing  abuses  t 
On  their  BepresentadTes)  If  these  should  be 
too  few,  or  if  they  sbonld  fail  tbem,  they  never 
cto  ledrees  their  grievances  without  having  re- 
cmm  to  violence.  If  the  nnmber  ia  small,  a 
mtjontj  may  be  the  more  easily  oormpted. 
Oa  the  other  hand,  too  large  a  nnmber  wul  be 
attended  wiQi  diScnltiea ;  a  medium  then  is 
moat  eUgible.  An  adequate  nimiber  is  abso- 
lutely necessary ;  and  to  show  that  one  to  tiiirty 
thousand  wonld  not  produce  more  than  an  ad- 
equate nnmber,  lie  referred  to  the  ratio  of  rep- 
nsentation  in  England  and  Franoe,  in  which 
there  was  a  greater  proportion  of  Representa- 
iim  than  in  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  ejection  ansioK 
from  the  addidonal  expense ;  bnt,  he  observe^ 
•fttt  Gongreaa  ebaU  have  passed  a  few  more  of 
the  most  important  acts,  it  is  not  probable  that 
ttta  pablic  borinees  will  in  future  require  tbat  the 
KsrioDs  should  be  for  more  than  four  months 
usuDt  ;  thia  would  rednoe  the  expense  greatly, 
in  the  nrat  instance ;  and,  agreeably  to  a  oalcn- 
utioD,  an  addition  of  forty-seven  members  to 
the  present  nnmber,  wonld  make  tlie  aggregate 
■ipSDse  bnt  about  one- eighteenth  pan  more 
wo  at  present,  snpposiiig  the  sessions  tg  be 
Gnr  months  loi^.  Bnt  he  considered  the  ob- 
Kctioa  on  aooonnt  of  the  expense  as  merely 
q>«eulative. 

Althon^Oongress  is  not  podtdvely  bound  by 
"»  oonMitution  to  give  one  member  for  every 
tur^  thonaand  inhabitants,  yet  he  wonld  uJc, 
wbeUier  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  did 
■lot expect  that  this  ratio  wonld  be  adopted! 
•ad  whether  they  would  not  oonaider  it  a 
•feiw  of  power,  if  Congress,  instead  of  one  to 
thiny  tbonsand,  should  settle  the  representation 
•t  one  to  forty  thousand !  Eigiht  States  have 
■Ireody  adopted  the  first  article  of  the  propoeed 
uaendmenbs  to  the  oonstitnUon :  and  if  the 
House  should  either  settle  the  number  of  the 
Mpresentative  body,  as  it  now  stands,  or  rednoe 
It,  or  establish  it  at  one  hundred,  perhaps  tbey 
mi^t,  before  the  end  of  the  aewion,  be  obliged 
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to  repeal  their  act — aa  they  wonld  be  bound  by 
the  amendment,  as  soon  as  it  is  ratified  by  a 
Boffioient  number  of  States.  If  gentiemen 
thought  it  probable  that  the  propoeed  amend- 
ment would  be  ratified  by  the  several  Statee, 
the^  ought  already  to  conuder  it  as  a  mle  for 
their  conduct,  and  be  restrained  by  it,  fVom 
giving  less  than  one  Representative  for  thirty 
thousand  inbabitanta.  After  the  representation 
amounts  to  one  hundred,  Oongrees  will,  no 
doubt,  have  a  rif^t  to  fix  it  there,  until  it  is  in- 
creased by  the  ratio  of  one  to  forty  thousand : 
but  that  is  a  power  which,  he  preenmed.  Con- 
gress will  not  exercise ;  but  that  they  then  will 
establish  some  ratio,  by  which  the  increase  of 
representation  ehall  keep  pace  with  the  increase 
of  population,  imtil  tjie  Hoiue  consists  of  two 
hundred  members. 

Mr.  BoinnsoT  was  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  striking  out  the  word  "  thirty."  The  House 
ought  to  consider  what  would  be  an  adequate 
number  for  doing  the  busineae  of  the  Union ; 
and  that  number  ought  not  to  be  exceeded, 
except  to  answer  some  very  valuable  purpose. 
Bosioees  would  proceed  with  difScnlty,  if  the 
representation  was  so  nnmerona  as  it  wonld  be- 
come by  the  ratio  of  one  to  thiri^  thousand. 
The  present  representation  of  the  United  Btatea 
is  in  a  ratio  very  different  from  that  of  one  to 
thirty  thousand;  and  yet  he  thought  it  Mly 
adequate.  From  a  rough  calculation,  the  ratio 
of  thirty  thousand  would  produce  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  members;  thirty-five  thousand 
would  give  ninety-seven ;  and  forty  thousand 
would  produce  eighty-one.  If  the  numberonce 
eettied  was  to  rest  there,  he  would  not  be  over 
anxious  to  oppose  the  increase ;  but  if  geutlemen 
wonld  take  into  view  the  increase  consequent 
on  the  next  ennmeration,  they  would  find  that 
the  nnmber  will  by  &r  exceed  the  due  bounds. 

He  thonffht  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
would  be  duly  represented,  and  to  their  entire 
satisfaction,  if  the  ratio  was  set  higher  than 
thirty  thousand;  nor  could  he  imagine  that 
such  an  exact  proportion,  between  the  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  represented,  was  at  all  re- 
quisite to  secure  their  liberties,  or  to  do  the  ne- 
cessary businete  of  Oovernmeot.  This  indeed 
might  be  the  case,  if  the  power  vested  in  Con- 
gress was  proportionate  to  their  nnmber;  but, 
since  the  Honse  would  possess  the  same  poweTf^ 
whetlter  it  oonnsted  of  a  greater  or  a  smaller 
number,  be  thought  the  people  equally  secure 
in  either  case.  Therstioof  thirty-flvethousand, 
which  would  produce  ninety-eeven  members, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  very  proper  one,  I(J 
however,  the  people  sbonld  uiink  otberwise, 
they  had  it  in  their  power  to  correct  the  mis- 
take, by  ratifying  llie  proposed  amendment, 
Tbdr  not  having  as  yet  ratified  it,  was  to  him  on 
argument  that  tiiey  thought  the  ratio  too  low ; 
or,  at  least,  that  tbey  considered  the  question  aa 
doubtful  Borne  of  the  Statee,  he  observed, 
have  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  eight  only  have  as  yet  agreed  to  it. 
On  the  whde,  the  Bouse  might  safely  »Aaf% 
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the  ratio  of  one  ta  thirtv-five  thonsaad ;  for  that 
the  increa^ng  popnUtion  of  the  United  Statea 
-would  ever  stipplj  a  repreaentation  sufficiectlf 
nnmerouB  to  anawer  everj  good  purpose. 

Mr,  Clibk  obaerved,  that  hia  ohjeotion  vas 
not  merely  on  acconnt  of  the  pa;  of  the  mem- 
bers, but  an  increaae  in  the  repreaenlation  -would 
bring  aa  additional  ezpense  on  the  people,  bv 
increftaing  the  number  of  pnhlio  offioerB;  a«  al- 
most every  man  would  wUh  to  see  his  Mend 
Cvided  for.  The  liberties  of  America  could 
in  no  danger  from  the  present  ratio  of  repre- 
eeotatiou.  The  doors  of  the  House  are  open, 
And  the  people  know  what  their  Representatives 

Mr.  Steels  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  tbr 
striking  out  thirtj/.  In  diricugsing  the  impor- 
tant subject  before  the  committee,  he  obeerved 
that  there  were  two  inquiries  to  be  attended 
to :  What  is  the  proper  number  to  constitute  a 
Representative  body  for  the  United  States,  and 
what  ratio  -will  leave  the  fewest  fractions  in  the 
respective  States)  One  member  to  thirty  thou- 
sand, he  conceived,  would  ^ve  too  numerous  a 
representation.  According  to  the  present  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  it  will  almost  double  the 
present  number ;  it  -will  divide  and  di(oinish  the 
responsibility,  make  the  House  too  unwieldy, 
retard  publio  bu^ne«e,  and  increase  the  public 
expenses  unneoessarily.  An  adequate  repre- 
sentBIion,  be  thought,  would  be  comprised 
within  a  much  smaller  number. 

Gentlemen  have  called  our  attention  to  the 
House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
National  Assembly  of  France ;  bnt  G<:>d  forbid 
tbat  we  shoold  draw  our  precedents  from  such 
ezamplee  as  may  be  dted  from  European  repre- 
sentation. 

He  was  opposed  to  thirty  thousand  i . 

tio;  it  would,  in  fractions,  throughout  ttie 
United  States,  leave  above  three  hundred  and 
eixty-nino  ttonsand  citizens  unrepresented. 
Thirty-flve  tbousand  he  thought  the  most  eligi- 
ble number,  as  it  would  leave  the  feweet  frac- 
tions. 

Mr.  Lauhahox  B^«ed  that  an  adequate 
ber  was  the  great  ol^ect  to  be  attended  to ;  bnt 
he  contended  that  tJie  origin^  motion  vrould 
give  this  number  more  completely  than  a  larger 
ratio :  and  it  ought  to  be  conudered,  that,  be- 
fore the  next  enumeration,  it  will  not  be  proba- 
bly more  than  one  to  fifty  thousand.  Aatothe 
increase  of  ezpense,  he  observed  that  the  great 
objects  being  accomplished,  the  future  seesio: 
wul  be  short;  besides  which,  the  cofnpensatii 
of  the  members  may  be  diminished.  But  he 
considered  a  necessary  increase  in  the  expense 
to  be  fully  Gounterbalanaed  by  affording  greatt 
security  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Tli 
firmness  of  a  government  depends  on  a  strong 
Executive ;  but  this  Executive  should  be  found- 
ed on  a  broad  bottom ;  and  the  broader  the 
baMs,  the  more  secure  is  the  public  freedom  i 
der  a  vigorous  Executive. 

The  existence  of  the  Union  may  d^ud 
the  fiillness  of  the  repri^entation.     The  ine- 
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quality  in  the  proportional  increase  of  the  nuBt- 
ber  of  inhabitanta  in  different  States,  ought  ski 
to  be  taken  into  consideration ;  for  it  b  vnj 
probable  that  in  a  short  time,  while  some  of  tin 
smaller  States  bad  a  Repreaentative  for  ev^ 
thirty  thousand,  others  wonld  not  have  <xie  te 
forty  thousand.  He  was  governed  by  general 
principlee,  and  not  by  any  calculations  of  fiae- 
tional  numbers :  the  constitntion  contemplita 
the  ratio  be  had  proposed,  and  therefore  be 
hoped  the  motion  fbr  stritung  out  would  not 

Mr.  GooDHTTK  observed,  that  tbemtnationtnd 
circumetancee  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  so  di-fferent  fWim  those  of  France  <t 
Great  Briton,  that  no  parallel  conld  be  dnwi 
respecting  them.  Nor  is  there  an  sbeolate  am- 
ilarity  between  this  Government  uid  those  of 
the  State  Governments.  The  objects  of  legi^ 
tion  which  come  under  the  cognizance  of  C<h>- 
gress.  are  bnt  few  compared  with  those  whi<i 
engage  the  British  House  of  Commons  and  the 
National  Assembly  of  France.  A  much  Itiget 
representation  for  them,  and  in  our  State  Legis- 
latures, is  therefore  more  proper,  than  is  new«- 
sary  for  us  in  the  General  Government  Ba 
doubted  the  opinion  that  a  large  representaliai 
was  less  liable  to  corruption  than  a  small  one:  . 
some  facts  appear  to  confirm  the  former  senti- 
ment. He  did  not  consider  the  expense  as  s 
material  objection,  if  on  increase  of  the  nnDib«r 
be  necessary  to  doing  more  ample  Justice,  or  for 
the  greater  security  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple; but,  as  be  thought  this  was  by  no  niMns 
the  case,  he  was  in  &vor  of  striking  out 
"  thirtV'  in  order  to  insert  a  larger  number. 

Mr.  BiJtywBLL  agreed  with  the  gentlemsn 
last  up.  He  should  vote  for  striking  oat 
"  thirty,"  in  order  to  subatitate  the  largest  nam- 
ber  that  had  been  mentioned.  Mr.  B.  entered 
into  an  abstract  and  philosophical  discns^on  d 
the  principle  of  representation  in  Goveminent, 
The  leading  sentiment  was,  that  a  large  propar- 
tion  of  Bepresentatives  is  not  neoessary  to  ob- 
tain the  beet  objects  of  le^slation,  in  exnrecsiiig 
the  wiil  of  the  people,  or  to  eecure  the  libeitiM 
of  the  constituent  ixMly.  The  great  point,  be 
observed,  was,  to  combme  the  greatest  portion 
of  honesty  with  a  due  degree  of  activity.  That 
number  which  wonld  comprise  a  due  proportiM 
of  these,  would  be  competent  to  tli  the  pir-* 
poses  of  legislation,  whether  the  number  fcr 
which  it  legislates  is  ten  thousand,  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand.  On  this  principle,  he  was  de- 
cidedly against  a  large  number,  and  in  favor  of 
a  email  one.  Adverting  to  the  British  House 
of  Commons  and  the  National  Assembly  of 
France,  -with  respect  to  tbe  former,  he  said, 
their  oormption  is,  in  a  great  decree,  owing  to 
their  numbers :  as  ta  the  latter,  he  obserrd, 
that  the  National  Asscmblj  had  acted,  in  his 
opinion,  politically  and  wisely.  They  set  out 
with  a  large  representation,  in  conformity  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  at  the  momenti 
but,  on  experience,  finding  the  ntuniver  loo 
great,  they  have  rednoed  it  from  twelve  bnn- 
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'  dred  to  about  two  hundred  and  flftj.  He  be- 
Bcied  that  the  generiLl  sense  of  the  people  was 
Igljnat  a  large  representation  in  Oon^MS ;  the 
iMODTeDiencea  eiperienced  from  nnmerous 
bodm  ia  the  State  Le^sUtnres  have  led  aereral 
of  the  States  to  lessen  the  nnmber.  He  in- 
stanced Georgia,  Soath  Oarolina,  and  Fennsjl- 

Mr.  Baujwin  was  opposed  ta  the  motion. 
One  Repreeentative  for  thirty  thonsand  ap- 
peared to  him  by  no  means  a  great  repreeenta- 
tioD.  The  opinion  that,  of  late,  had  been  so 
oAea  advanced  from  the  press,  and  in  public  dis- 
curion,  fur  reducing  the  fiepresentatire  branch 
in  Govenunmt  to  a  small  nnmber,  he  held  to 
be  foil  of  dangeroDS  error.  He  was  sei^ible 
thst  the  terms  great  and  small  were  so  merely 
reluive  in  tbeir  sigaifloation,  that  it  was  diffl- 
eolt  preoiaely  to  nnderatond  each  other  in  the 
nwofthem.  Perhaps  they  may  moet  properly, 
both  of  tbern,  be  considered  as  extremes.  So 
dsflbt  representation,  which  of  late  seema  to 
be  uwd  IS  the  character  of  liepnblic&n  Gorem- 
neiit,i9  a  great  improTement  upon  Democracy, 
or  legiidlttion  by  the  whole  body  of  the  people. 
Ha  omJd  conceive  that  a  representation  might  be 
to  large  as  to  partake  of  the  evils  of  assemhlLng 
tbc  whole  body  of  the  people ;  bnt  it  was  a 
Tcty  imjHobable  and  not  a  dangerona  extreme ; 
the  other  eitretne  was  fall  of  danp'r.  These 
observations  acquire  mnoh  force,  when  applied 
particQlorly  to  tne  Governments  of  this  oonn- 
Vj:  enfeeble  the  represontatjve  part  of  them, 
ud  von  su)  the  very  principles  of  life.  They 
■tBDd  on  a  different  basis  from  the  Governments 
vbieh  have  gone  before  them,  and  may  Justly 
b«  aaid  to  be  new  experiments  in  government^ 
tiue,  as  yet,  has  sctu^y  given  room  to  Judge 
of  the  probable  isane ;  but  this  we  may  pro- 
Boance  with  mach  certainty— Let  the  prinoi- 
jiti  of  represeiLtation  langnisb,  and  they  have 
no  chance  of  sncoew. 

It  bad  Vet  been  foand  practicable  to  ground 
r^Ksentation  in  the  Federal  Constitution  upon 
lay  other  principle  thui  that  of  nnmbers ;  bnt 
eUent  of  territory  is  nnquoetionably  one  of  the 
Mtiiral  principles  on  which  it  rests,  and  shonld 
if  ponbje  be  regarded.  One  for  thirty-fonr  or 
thotj-fivQ  thousand  may  be  deemed  K  proper 
(q)raaitation  in  the  Kingdom  of  France  or  of 
Sreat  Britain.  The  fonr  millions  whioh  com- 
post the  UnitAd  States,  compactly  settled  where 
there  was  great  aamenesa  in  the  oonntry,  and 
pnt^  eqouly  distant  from  a  common  centre, 
*0(ild  be  properly  represented  by  a  smaller 
Bnmber  Uum  in  their  present  sparse  settlement 
But  still  further :  the  settlement  of  the  United 
Ststea  isa  fiUet  stretched  along  the  lea^ooast  fbr 
nveoieen  hnndred  miles,  comprehending  as 
gnat  a  variety  of  dimate  and  interwta  as  one 
fi  the  other  qnartera  of  the  ^obe.  It  is  difficult 
■o  ooDoeive  of  &  sitnadon  which  calls  for  a 
snater  extensioD  of  the  principle  (tf  repreaenta- 
ticn. 

It  baa  been  said,  that  one  for  thirty  thonsond 
vQl  moke  too  large  and  miwieldy  a  body.    He 


sen^ble  that  was  a  point  that  did  not  admit 
of  being  determined  by  any  conclusive  reason- 
ing; it  was  a  mere  mattw  of  opinion;  sonnd 
Judgment  only  ia  to  be  nsed,  time  and  expe- 
rience will  come  on  and  conflrm  or  correct  the 
opinion.  In  such  a  case,  it  is  wise  to  inquire 
how  this  has  been  judged  of  by  others  who 
have  had  a  Representative  body.  In  France, 
one  thousand  two  hnndred  was  not  thought 
too  great  a  representation  in  forming  their  Na- 
tional Assembly;  and  the  nnmber  establiithed 
by  their  now  constitution  for  their  stated 
Le^latnre  was  not  two  hundred  and  fifty,  aa 
the  member  last  up  had  stated,  ba^  if  he  had 
not  been  minnformed  by  the  publications  in 
this  oonntry,  it  was  nearly  seven  hnndred  and 
fifty. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  Great  BritMn,  five  hnn- 
dred is  not  thought  too  great  a  representation : 
and  can  one  hnndred  ana  thirteen,  which  is  the 
greatest  nnmber  contended  for,  be  considered 
in  this  country  as  a  huge  and  impracticable 
mass  of  representation  1 

It  had  ever  appeared  to  him  to  be  amoi^  the 
strongest  marks  of  our  youth  and  inexperieno& 
that  we  growwise  too  suddenly.  Hewaaafhiid 
this  iostsntaneona  wisdom  which  sprung  np  ao 
at  once,  and  set  at  nonght,  or  removed  to  the 
extreme  of  absurdity  and  folly,  the  deliberate 
and  ttied  opinions  of  the  most  profound  and 
eulightened  among  men,  in  circumstances  pe- 
culiarly favorable  to  honest  decision,  will  itself 
be  left  by  time  on  that  extreme. 

The  Federal  Government,  it  most  be  admit- 
ted, is  in  fact  pretty  highly  seasoned  with  pre- 
rogative ;  practice  has  thready  evinced  the  ne- 
cessity, in  many  instances,  of  increasing  it,  by 
devolving  mncb  of  the  Legislative  power  upon 
the  Executive  Department,  arising  from  tbe 
dlfficul^  of  making  particnlar  provi^ona  and 
details  m  onr  lawa,  and  accommodating  them 
to  the  various  interests  of  so  extensive  a  oonntry. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  many 
traits  of  a  perpetual — at  least  of  a  very  solid 
constitnent  part  of  the  Government.  He  did 
not  mention  these  as  imperfections  in  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  they  are  perfections,  if  the  other  parts 
can  be  in  dne  proportion :  bnt  it  is  aorely  a 
sonnd  reason  against  taking  podtive  meaaores 
at  thia  time  to  diminish  the  Representative 
branch.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  not  well 
satisfied  as  to  the  intention.  If  there  ia  any 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  Government  will 
depart  from  the  point  on  which  it  was  first 
placed,  be  could  acarcely  suppose  that  any  one 
could  be  honestly  alarmed  with  the  fear  that 
the  departure  wonld  be  towards  Democracy, 
He  concluded,  by  expressing  his  hopes  that  the 
repreeentation  to  the  next  Congress  would  be 
fixed  at  one  for  thirty  thousand,  aa  it  had 
hitherto  been,  and  that  the  motion  for  abriking 
out  would  not  prev^ 

Fbidat,  November  11. 
JoHB  T.  EimBA,  from  PenniylHifa,  i^ 
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pewed,  pTodnoed  hia  oredentiala,  ud  took  hii 
■eat  la  uie  House  t<Mlaj. 


IfoKDAT,  November  14. 
A  petition  of  Jtunu  jHokson,  of  the  State  of 
GeoTRia,  was  presented  to  the  Hoaee  and  read, 
MmpuIniDg  of  the  nndne  election  and  return 
of  AiiTKONT  Watnk.  one  of  the  members  re- 
turned to  serve  in  thisHonse  for  the  stud  8tat«. 

SiUio  of  Bepmmtation. 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itedf  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Home  on  the  Schedule  of 
the  Ennmeration  of  the  InhalHtaats  of  the 
United  States. 

l£r.  TrsDtAT  deoUred  himself  to  be  in  favor 
of  one  Repreeentadve  for  everj  thirty  thousand 
persons.  The  opinion  of  the  people  should  be 
the  gnide  of  the  committee ;  that  opinion,  be 
oono^ved,  to  be  in  favor  of  tha  ratio  he  had 
mentioned. 

The  r^ireeentation  ongbt  as  nearly  as  poidble 
to  express  not  only  the  will,  bnt  to  partJdpate 
in  the  wishes  and  interests  of  the  people.  A 
large  repreeentation  embraoee  tbme  interoets 
more  Mly,  and  is  more  competent  to  giving  and 


feelings  of  every  man ;  the  Qovemtnent  ooght 
therefore  to  secure  the  ooufidenoe  of  ike  people 
by  a  large  repreeentation.  The  expense  he  con- 
ndered  as  trifling  oampared  to  the  benefits — and 
the  people  expect  and  are  willing  to  pay  for 
bdng  well  governed,  and  having  Uieir  libratiee 
seoured.  An  increased  repreeentation  is  an 
additional  security  against  oormption.  As  to 
delays  occasioned  by  a  nmnerous  body,  he  ob- 
served that  the  Repreeeatativea  were  chosen  to 
deliberate  aqd  to  mature  every  snbject  before  de- 
cision ;  he  instanced  the  advantages  derived  trom 
the  nnmeroos  representations  in  France  and  in 
Ireland ;  the  former  had  framed  a  oonslitadon 
in  two  years  for  twenty-six  millions  of  citizens, 
and  provided  for  secnring  the  libertiea  of  their 
country — and  the  latter  had  proved  a  enocese- 
fU  barrier  agsinst  the  encroachments  of  tiie 
arbitrary  power  of  England.  He  ooncladed,  by 
asserting  that  the  voice  of  the  people  was  in 
&vor  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  the  con- 
stitution, which  would  give  one  Kepresentative 
to  every  thirty  thousand  pereons. 

Hr.  Giles  said  this  snbject  had  atrack  him  in 
two  points  of  view :  whether  Oongreas  are  not 
precluded  fhim  eiercidng  any  discre^on  on  the 
any  act  I  and  whether,  if  they  are  not,  it  is  ex- 
pedient for  them  to  exercise  this  discretion  at 
this  lime  I  The  ratio  of  representation  is  a 
constitutional,  and  not  a  Legislative  sot.  He 
referred  to  the  constitution,  In  which  it  is  sud 
that  there  bIibI!  be  one  Bepresentative  to  every 
State ;  and,  secondly,  that  nntil  the  ennmeration, 
the  nnmber  should  t>e  as  therein  appointed  to 
each  State.  AAer  tbe  enameration,  the  nnmber 
is  mentioned  below  which  it  shall  not  be  placed; 


but  there  is  a  negative  power  to  ini 
ratio,  and  from  this  negative  power,  a  poatin 
discretionary  power  is  inferred,  Bnt,  he  ob- 
served that  Congress  had  preclnded  itself  frau 
a  right  to  exercise  thia  discretionary  pow«r,  I9 
sending  out  to  the  several  Btat«  Leffudatorea  an 
amendment  on  this  very  sntjeot.  This  Kneod- 
ment  he  oonndered  in  a  serions  point  of  view; 
and  had  ttiis  idea  been  attended  to  «t  the  oom- 
menoement  of  the  diecnsrion,  he  oonoeiTed  thit 
it  would  have  prevented  tlie  opinion  from  being 
bron&ht  forward  whether  it  was  expedient  thtt 
any  Siange  in  the  ratio  of  the  repreaentatidi 
shonld  t^e  place.  The  idea  of  one  to  thirty 
thonsand,  he  oonsidered  as  fully  settled  in  M 
minds  of  the  people ;  and  a  change  on  the  put 
of  the  Qovemment  would  indicate  a  changeable 
disposition,  and  a  mntabili^  of  ooonaela,  iriM 
is  bnt  anodienname  for  weakness. 

Mr.  Q.  then  took  a  view  of  the  ot^ects  of  legis- 
lation to  the  State  Assemblies,  and  of  those  of 
the  General  Qovemment  In  the  forma-,  abom 
one  thousand  persons  are  employed,  thoo^  tlMO' 
attention  b  confined  to  thdr  internal  pohoa 
Those  of  the  G^ieral  Government,  on  the  oilier 
hand,  are  on  the  great  ot^jects  of  the  irtiole 
finance  of  the  Union,  a  snm  of  more  than  ^^7 
millions  of  dollars,  Ac,  &c 

It  is  s^d  that  we  shall  want  abilitiea,  hot  T 
should  be  sorry  if  a  repreeentation  of  ten  times 
the  preeent  nnmber  of  this  Honse  ahonld  cocn- 
prise  the  abilitiea  of  a  single  Sbtte. 

Be  assigned  difi'erent  cansee  than  nsmben, 
for  the  oormption  in  the  British  Hodbo  of  Oom- 
mona;  amongtbesewerethe frequent  mortgaga 
of  the  f^nds,  and  the  immense  sqipropriaticoa 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  the  mode  d 
their  elections,  &x>.  A  large  nnmber  ia  not  n 
oarily  eormpted  an  a  amall  body. 

An  inequality  of  circomstoncee,  he  then  ob- 
aerved,  produces  revolutions  in  Govemment, 
from  Democracy  to  Aristocracy  and  Monarchy. 
Great  wealth  prodnces  a  deure  of  diatinctims, 
rank,  and  titlea.  The  revoludona  in  pr(^i«ty 
in  thia  country  have  created  a  prodigious  in- 
equality of  cironmstances.  Government  hal 
oontribnted  to  thia  inequality ;  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  a  most  important  machine  in 

Cioting  tbe  objects  of  this  moneyed  interest. 
l>ank  will  be  the  moet  powerM  engine  lo 
corrupt  this  Honse.  Borne  of  the  members  are 
directors  of  this  institution ;  and  it  will  only  be 
by  increarang  the  repreeentation  that  an  ade- 
quate barrier  can  be  opposed  to  this  moiuvsd 
interest.  Ho  next  adverted  to  certain  ioeas 
which  he  said  had  been  disseminated  tbroogh 
the  United  States ;  and  here  he  took  occasion 
to  observ^  that  the  Legislatnre  ong^t  to  expraes 
some  public  disapprobation  of  these  opinicHis. 
The  strong  Executive  of  this  Government  on^t 
to  be  balanced  by  a  full  repreeentation  in  this 
Honse.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  strike  out 
thirty  thousand  would  not  obtain. 

itr.  BouniiroT  closed  the  delwte  of  this  day 
by  a  few  remarks,  reinforcing  his  former  oheer> 
vations  in  favor  ot  an  increased  ratio. 
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TviSDA^T,  Korember  16. 
Batio  of  £tprttmtatum. 

The  EoaM  iMin  reaolred  itself  into  a  «om- 
■ittee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Sohedole  of 
tbe  EonmerBtion  of  the  InhAMtAnta  of  the 
United  Statea. 

Mr.  Pmb  sddrened  the  Oh^  as  foIloWB : 

Hr.  Chubmui  :  I  can  no  longer  refrain  from 
npTMNDg  mj  sentdmenta  reepeoting  the  qnestioii 
btfore  the  oommittee ;  not  onl;  because  I  wish 
Vpomble  to  remove  Uta  error  which  I  think 
Mreral  members  for  whom  I  )u(Te  the  highest 
rtmect,  hare  falleii  into,  but  beoanse  I  feel  m^' 
idf  more  intereeted  in  the  question  than  I  ever 
mt  in  any  one  I  have  ht/A  to  decide  on. 

Sir,  it  gave  me  pain  to  find  thoK  worth^mem- 
bees  e^odating  and  coldly  applying  the  roles  of 
arithmetio  to  &  snl^t  beyond  the  power  of 
nmnbera  to  express  me  d^r^e  of  its  importance 
to  th«r  fellow-citiEens.  I  was  distmeed,  fdr,  to 
find  that,  in  their  honest  zeal  for  secnring  order, 
dtipatoh  of  businesH,  and  dignity  in  respeota- 
b^ty  of  members  in  the  General  Legislstiire, 
they  used  argnments  which  have  been  applied 
in  other  eomitriee  to  the  eetablishment  of  mso- 
aome,  tyrannical  despo- 
.  _  ._  .  .  others,  kings;  those  eonntnes 
which  were  most  on  their  gaard  with  a  sem- 
blance  of  a  free  Government. 

Sir,  Qte  errors  I  wish  to  correct  are  these. 
Th^  think  that  because  it  is  propo»ti,  by  a 
fTMotti  ■mcndmeDt  to  the  constitution,  to 
intbluiie  them  to  interfere  in  the  hnsineas  of 
Mcertaining  and  fixing  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion to  the  population  of  the  Ststea,  that  Oon- 
gnw  DDght,  withont  any  hesitation,  to  enter  on 
that  bosinees ;  bat  I  bnmbly  conceive  that  Oon- 
nen,  h  this  is  a  delicate  qaestion  in  which 
ueir  own  weight  and  importance  mttst  unite 
viUi  thew^f^tand  snbetantial  interest  of  their 
ODDstitaents,  onght  to  listen  t«  the  suggeations 
of  deUc«oy,  and  leave  its  discnssion  to  a  disin- 
tctested  convention  of  the  States.  I  eay  it  ap- 
peals to  me  no  vnall  error  to  qnit  the  plun  path 
of  legiilatton,  marked  ont  for  as  by  we  oonsti- 
tnthn,  needlessly  to  wander  into  the  field  of  po- 
Hliealipeciilation  respecting  its  snpposed  defects. 

Let  me,  therefore,  advise  to  leave  the  reetrio- 
tioa  of  the  nombera  of  membere  of  this  Honse 
te  the  people,  or  to  some  (iitnre  Congress,  which 
cansee  more  plainly  than  can  now  be  descried, 
lbs  evils  of  a  too  nnmerons  representation.  By 
n  doing,  we  shall  avoid,  if  not  an  improper 
neaanre,  at  least  a  rash  step~-at  least  we  shall 
itind  clear  of  a  charge  of  indelicacy,  and  de- 

C're  oar  enemiee  of  the  triumph  they  expected 
the  completiim  of  th^r  predictions,  that 
Gourev  would  never  propose  any  amendments 
to  the  coDstJtQtion  bat  snch  as  wonld  be  snb- 
mjoitto  their  own  views  and  aggrandizement. 
l4t  01  not  gire  the  enemies  of  onr  new  Qov- 
VBmtat  cause  to  exnlt,  and  its  friends  to  mgh 
mdmoara.  Let  ns  not  give  oar  friends  occasion 
to  repeat  what  many  have  said,  that  so  manv 
rf  oar  cdtiEons  have  been  led  away  by  theorett- 


oal  writers  on  government^  as  to  render  it 
problematical  whether  the  American  States  are 
not  at  this  time  as  mnch  indebted  to  &e  Na- 
tional Assembly  ibr  its  remains  of  Repablioan 
principlee,  as  France  was  to  Congress,  m  177S, 
tor  their  flret  ideas  of  that  liberty  which  they 
now  eqjoy.  Let  as  not,  in  this  moment  of 
general  exaltation  of  the  friends  to  the  rights 
of  man,  take  a  step  which  may  damp  their  Joy, 
and  lead  them  to  fear  that  Amerioanij  who 
were  foremoet  in  the  glorions  career  of  liber^, 
have  stopped  short 

Bat,  not  to  take  ap  the  preoions  time  of  this 
Honse  with  relations  of  &cts  to  show  what  was 
and  is  the  opinion  of  oar  fellow-dtizens  on  this 


themselves  evident  tmthe,  viz :  Onr  oonstita- 
tion  bdng  framed  by  the  people,  and  introdaoed 
t«  OS  In  thtir  name,  and  Oongreea  being  the 
creatarce  of  their  wiU,  spoken  into  existence  by 
the  word  of  their  power,  for  Oongreea  to  lessen 
tAWr  weight,  to  diminish  their  importanoe,  and 
to  eiclade  them  from  as  fall  a  share  in  their 
own  Government  as  can  be  consistent  with  the 
natare  of  it,  and  indeed  fr^nn  that  share  whieh 
they  claim,  most  be  impolitio  and  dangeroos. 

Sat,  granting  that  the  people  wished  not  a 
greater  share  in  the  General  Govemroeot  than 
is  proposed  by  the  amendment,  as  it  la  impossi- 
ble, in  a  oonntry  like  the  United  States,  that 
one  man  can  be  soffioiently  informed  of  the 
opinions,  wishes,  and  real  interests  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  of  his  fellow-dtizenH,  and  there- 
fore laws  might  be  enacted  contrary  to  the 
opinions,  wishes,  and  intereets  of  the  people,  in 
which  they  might  nevertheless  acquiesce,  sacri- 
ficing their  interests  for  the  sake  of  peace  and 
aniet  to  the  wills  of  their  Bepreaentativee,  one 
lirty-five-thoQsandth  part  of  their  own  num- 
ber, what  friend  to  his  oonntry  would  wish  to 
see  such  a  dangerous  influence  on  the  one  hand, 
and  auch  a  blind  aabmission  on  the  other?  Eow 
long  could  an  enlightened  people  remain  in  such 
a  stAto  of  inBenribuity  and  torpor  t  And  what 
might  not  be  the  conseqnenoe  of  their  awaken- 
ing fiMm  their  lethargy!  If  not  an  expeDsiTe 
revolution,  an  expensive  repeal  of  laws.  And 
here  I  wUl  remark,  that  the  amalleet  number  of 
Legislators,  and  they,  too,  well  selected  for  their 
wisdom  and  reepectability,  if  nnaoquainted  with 
their  conatJtneQta,  might  pass  well-framed  laws, 
founded  on  the  wisdom  of  other  ooontrie^  and 
yet  find  them  disagreeable  to  thdr  constitaenta, 
and  be  under  a  neoeeaity  of  repealing  them ;  bnt 
this  could  not  be  the  case,  if  the  people  had  in 
that  Legialatnre  a  aufBdent  nnmber  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  whose  fidelity,  attachment,  and 
dimntereetedneas  they  could  rely.  This,  sb,  is 
a  truth  worthy  of  onr  attention — an  ignorance 
of  which,  or  inattention  thereto,  I  snspeot  haa 
been  the  occasion  of  much  political  enl  in  the 
world.  Happily  for  France,  the  people  had 
such  a  number  of  KepresenlMivos  in  the  Na- 
tional Assembly  aa  oonld  engage  their  fbeliug, 
inform  their  Judgment  attaioh  thdr  intenat, 
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■ad  establish  their  oonfideooe  in  their  fidelity 
and  diBinteresteduess ;  had  that  niimb«r  been 
mnob  Bmaller,  it  ia  probable  France  would  oever 
have  been  deliTwea  from  oppreeaion  hj  their 


I  know,  nr,  that  roan;  friends  of  oor  consd- 
toiiao  thought  that  the  coovention  did  not  pay 
■  snfflcient  attention  to  the  interests  of  their 
oonstitnents,  when  they  reatrMoed  them  from 
having  more  than  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty  thousand  oitizeni.  I  know  that  there  i» 
B  report  that  the  people  are  indebted  to  their 
President,  even  for  tnis  share  in  their  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  believe,  sir,  if  this  report  be  tme, 
that  whatever  has  been  so  iostl^  said  of  him, 
as  compared  to  Fabioe,  to  Hannibal,  Ia  Alex- 
ander, may  be  forgotten,  when  this  instance  of 
his  wisdom,  di^nterestedness,  and  attachment 
to  the  intereato  of  his  fellow-citiieni  will  be 
more  and  more  known  and  applauded,  and  tie 
for  ever  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  their  posteri- 
ty. BhaU  we,  then,  Ur.  Chairman,  the  direct 
Representatives  of  the  people,  be  less  attentive 
to  their  interest,  and  that  too  respecting  their 
■hare  in  the  deliberations  of  their  own  Honse  of 
Representatives,  than  the  Preddeut  of  their 
convention  was  ?    I  trust  not. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  say,  however,  whether 
in  as  Assembly  where  attempts  are  frequently 
made  to  carry  into  effect  the  projects  of  mo- 
narohica]  or  ariatocratical  Jmitos,  the  virtnons 
straggles  of  patriotic  members  may  not  produce 
mob-like  disorders ;  but  in  an  Assembly  like 
Congress,  where  I  should  suppose  no  such  ques- 
tion con  be  agitated ;  none  which  may  not  be 
discussed  with  temper  and  decency,  such  disor- 
der need  not  be  apprehended.  I  should  supi- 
poee  there  would  be  less  danger  of  animosities 
and  disorderly  debates  in  Congress,  amongst 
twelve  hundred  members,  than  in  the  British 
Parliament,  if  it  consisted  but  of  one  hundred. 
Where  we  have  all  bnt  one  and  the  same  great 
ottjeot  in  view,  the  happiness  of  our  oonntry, 
(not  the  interests  of  a  particular  body  of  men 
bom  with  privil^es  insulting  to  the  feelings 
and  rights  of  freemen,  nor  the  whims  of  an  in- 
dividual, bom  t«  trample  on  his  fellow-crea- 
tures,) we  can  have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  one  another. 

Surely,  sir,  unless  these  gentlemen  suppose 
the  members  of  Oongress  void  of  sense,  or  of 
every  idea  of  decency  and  propriety,  they  can- 
not suppose  that  even  five  hundred  members 
would  not  be  easily  restrained  within  the 
bonnds  of  order. 

Mr.  CiABK  eaii,  he  did  not  rise  to  trouble  the 
Honse  with  a  lengthy  discourse,  for  he  had  al- 
ways believed  that  long  speeches  answer  no 
valuable  purpose.  He  meant  only  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  what  had  been  said  in  opposi- 
tion to  his  former  observations,  and  he  hoped 
that,  although  the  gentlemen  contend  for  the 
ratio  of  80,000  as  the  only  basis  whereon  to 
fonnd  the  liberties  of  the  people,  he  should  not 
be  stigmatized  with  the  name  of  an  aristocrat 
for  votmg  in  &vor  of  a  ]exg»  ratio.    Hitherto 


he  had  not  borne  that  character,  and  he  could 
not  suppose  himself  yet  infected,  unleas  he  bad 
caught  the  disorder  since  he  became  a  memlm 
of  the  present  House.  Much  has  been  aid 
abont  the  influence  of  the  bank,  and  that  bank 
directors  are  members  of  the  Honse  of  Bepn- 
sentstives.  The  bank  (said  he)  is  pnblic  pro- 
perty, and  therefore  he  could  not  see  the  torta 
of  the  gentleman's  arfrnments  respecting  the 
dangerous  influence  of  that  institution,  unlesait 
was  that  he  was  displeased  at  the  distribeliMi 
of  the  shares,  so  much  of  the  stock  being  bdd 
at  New  York  and  to  the  eastward,  and  so  tittle 
at  Conocooheagae.  In  the  same  pr^icameot 
he  viewed  the  other  objections  respecting  the 
influence  of  speoulatora;  for  he  did  not  know 
that  any  members  of  the  Honse  were  ^pecula- 
tors, neither  oonld  he  see  any  danger  from  bii- 
bery. 

In  reply  to  Ur.  Findiat'b  observation,  that 
more  wisdom  would  be  brought  into  t  he  House 
by  increa^ng  the  ratio,  he  asked  whether  thia 
would  not  also  bring  in  more  folly  t  For  tbe  pro- 
bability is,  that  the  ratio  of  both  wisdom  and 
folly  will  increase  with  the  mcrease  of  numben. 
and  likewise  of  honesty  and  dishonesty ;  sad 
with  respect  to  the  sm^ness  of  the  district,  or 
that  it  was  safer  for  a  small  number  to  send  i 
member  than  a  greater,  he  was  of  a  different 
opinion,  as  he  believed  that  if  ever  tlie  practiM 
of  bribery  should  come  into  play  in  America,  it 
would  be  easier  for  a  Representative  to  pur- 
chase a  small  district  than  a  large  one.  If  ever 
the  liberties  of  the  people  are  endangered,  it 
will  not  be  by  the  smallness  of  the  repr«<eiita- 
tion,  but  by  the  corruption  of  electors  and  eltc- 
tions.  This  is  tbe  door  which  Congress  should 
guard  in  the  strictest  manner,  and  that  will 
secure  the  people    against  corruption   in  the 

A  gentleman  from  Geor^a  has  observed,  (bit 
the  disposition  of  a  great  many  millions  of  dol- 
lars has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  quorum  of  this 
House,  of  whom  it  requires  only  seventeen  to 
form  a  m^ority.  On  tnis  Ur.  C.  observed,  that 
the  old  Cfongrees,  which  was  composed  of  a 
much  smaller  number,  were  intrusted  with  the 
disposal  of  larger  sums,  although  there  were 
sometimes  only  two  members  from  tbe  laignt 
State,  Yirgioia,  and  no  complaints  were  heard 
of  their  conduct. 

But  there  is  an  argument  which  ought  to 
have  weight  in  the  present  question.  The 
Senate,  although  a  much  smaller  body  than  this 
House,  are  fully  competent  to  judge  of  onr  pro- 
ceedings, and  of  the  safety  of  the  country.  In- 
deed, (said  Mr.  C.,)  it  appears  very  evident  to 
me  that  we  are  not  in  want  of  a  la^er  number 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  debate  any 
question,  if  it  be  considered  how  much  has 
aheady  been  said  on  the  sul^eot  now  before  us. 

Mr.  ViNiHS  oipre«sed  much  eorprise  that  the 
ibject,  which  to  him  appeared  perfecliy  defina- 
ble, should  have  occasioned  the  debate  to  travel 
so  widely  from  the  line  marked  out  by  the  oon- 
stitntion.     Tlie  pendolom  seems  to  vibrate  be- 


DEBATES  OF  G0N0BE3S. 


17»L] 


[H.0 


tween  tbeDombera  SI,  96,  and  118 ;  and  ehonld 
thatpendulam  rest  on  anj  one  of  tbem  in  pre- 
fereace  to  the  others,  be  could  not  euppoM  that 
it  wonld  affect  the  liberties  of  America.  Whj, 
Iherefbre,  bU  this  extr&neoQB  argament  about  a 
pMnt  of  so  easy  decision  t  We  are  sent  here  to 
administer  the  Government,  the  first  prindples 
of  which  are  already  fiied,  so  that  nei^ar 
breach  can  encroach  on  the  other.  Tho  Seoate, 
the  Honae  of  Representatives,  the  President, 
have  each  defined  powers;  and  whilst  thoee 
renmin,  I  shall  alwajs  believe  the  liberties  of 
America  are  inrnlnerable. 

Coder  this  impresfflon,  Wi.  Ohainnan,  I  shall 
vote  for  striking  out  SO^O,  in  order  to  accom- 
modate the  queatioa  to  a  medium.  But  I  sbsU 
do  this  on  different  principles  from  some  other 
geatlemea ;  DotwithBtaoding,  I  at  the  same  time 
confess  that  the  ratLScation  of  the  first  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  ought  to  govern  as  in 
deciding  this  question.  The  spirit  of  the  amend- 
ment appears  to  me  clearly  to  implj  that  we 
shenld  not  snfier  the  number  of  Representatives 
to  Mceed  one  for  80,000.  I  am  here,  not  as  a 
person  who  shaJl  exercise  discretionarj  opinions, 
but  J  adge  bj  tlie  letter  of  the  constitntion.  And 
m  this  case  we  may  increase  the  number,  but 
ire  cannot  mate  it  less  after  the  enumeration, 
la  the  mean  time,  until  that  enumeration  is 
complete,  the  representation  remaina  as  it  has 
been  hitherto,  which  I  believe  may  be  about 
one  member  to  every  40,000  or  41,000. 

If  we  go  upon  theory  only,  I  wonld  enlarge 
the  representation  to  its  greatest  extent,  and 
hand  down  the  principle  to  futnrity,  in  letters 
of  gold,  that  ft  very  great  representation — that 
Democracy  is  the  very  best  Government  that 
an  posaiUy  be  devised,  provided  it  were  prac- 
ticablB  to  give  it  stability.  Neit  to  a  govern- 
ment as  free  aa  theory  conld  extend,  we  have 
the  freest  in  the  world-^«  Q-ovemment  of  rep- 
reemtation,  which  will  Increase  with  the  popn- 
Ittion  of  the  conntry,  and  the  ten  new  States 
vill  always  preserve  an  equilibrinm ;  bnt  if  you 
increase  it  to  an  extreme,  you  may  render  it 
tamoltooas,  althoogh  it  may  be  safe. 

I  cannot,  however,  see  the  propriety  of  com- 
paring this  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
tlthoegh  that  is  called  a  Government  of  Bepre- 
nntation,  consistjng  of  two  HoQses  of  Parlia- 
owDt  one  of  which  is  elective,  the  Lords  are 
hereditary,  and  the  King  can  do  no  wrong ;  and 
it  baa  hitherto  been,  I  believe,  the  next  beet 
Government,  after  our  own,  in  the  wwld.  And 
yet  we  know  with  how  much  relnotanoe  Ire- 
wad  obtained  a  participation  of  the  trade  and 
ooDunerce  of  Great  Britain;  although ■  Flood 
bdlowed  forth  with  the  voice  of  liberty  like  a 
Demosthenes,  stQl  nothing  could  indnoe  the 
British  ICniatry  to  give  way,  until  the  volttn- 
tten  effected  iL  And  have  we  not  the  volun- 
teers, dr,  in  this  country  to  protect  onr  rights  ( 
Tea,  HT,  the  American  votunteers  are  perfectly 
oorapet«nt  to  this  service. 

I  am  nnder  no  apprehenuons  ftom  the  stock- 
hdlden  of  the  bank,  or  the  speonlstors  in  the 


fiinds ;  for  it  is  their  interest  to  have  a  wise 
and  good  representation.  The  people  who  are 
employed  in  the  more  simple  path  of  agricul- 
ture, removed  at  a  great  distance,  are  not  more 
interested  in  the  security  of  the  Government 
than  the  more  informed  stockholder.  As  an 
example  of  the  discernment  of  the  great  oom- 
mercial  people  of  London  and  Bristol,  I  need 
only  mention  their  choice  of  a  Foi  and  a  Bubkk, 
for  until  a  late  day  Hr.  Burke  was  the  cham- 
pion of  the  people  and  the  friend  of  liberty. 

If  onr  Senate  should  take  any  nnwarrantable 
stride  towards  aristocracy,  have  we  not  the 
power  to  check  them  T  No  President  can  very 
well  attempt  it  at  any  time  hereafter;  and  we 
are  perfectly  secure  in  the  present  time  from 
all  suspicion  of  corraption. 

Ur.  HnxHODSB  said  he  had  ever  been  a  friend 
to  a  Repablican  form  of  Government,  and  God 
forbid,  that  he  should  ever  give  his  vote  for  any 
measure  that  shoold  endanger  the  liberties  of 
his  oonntry.  He  was  in  favor  of  an  energetic 
government,  as  that  alone  can  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty.  As  to  the  dread  of  corraption 
in  this  Houae,  which  some  gentlemen  appeared 
to  entertwn,  he  thonght  there  was  no  foundation 
for  such  an  apprehension ;  at  least  as  the  idea 
refers  to  one  or  two  hundi«d  Representatives — 
two  himdred  he  contended,  were  as  easily  cor- 
rupted as  one.  But  the  corruption  contemplated 
was  a  mere  matter  of  opinion ;  no  &cts,  he  pre- 
snmod,  existed  in  this  country  to  justify  a  porf- 
tive  assertion;  and  as  to  fbreign  countries,  it 
seems  to  be  conceded  that  a  larger  number  than 
any  that  has  been  mentioned  is  siuceptible  of 
nndne  inflnenoe.  He  then  adverted  ta  the 
restrictions  on  the  President  of  the  United 
Btates,  and  the  Senate,  in  respect  to  the  means 
of  oorrnpting  the  IiCgistature.  The  constitntion 
has  also  made  provision  to  secure  the  independ- 
ence of  the  members,  im.  He  then  nrged  some 
difGcnities  which  would  be  occasioned  by  a 
small  ratio.  He  observed  that  the  populatioa 
of  some  of  the  States  is  nearly  stationary :  if  a 
small  ratio  is  now  established,  the  oonseqnenoe 
will  be,  when  it  is  aagmented,  that  the  ropn- 
sentation  of  thoee  States  must  be  diminidied. 
This  would  be  a  measare  that  wonld  be  greatiy 
disliked.  With  respect  ta  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, he  thought  it  was  entirely  oat  of  the 
aoestion,  till  it  was  ratified  by  three-foarths  of 
]e  States.  A  very  numerous  representation 
would  tend  to  weaken,  if  not  destroy  the  StatA 
Governments,  and,  in  the  issue,  wonld  destroy 
the  General  Government.  For,  said  he,  they 
mntnal^  depend  on  Bach  other  for  aapport. 

Mr.  KiTOOELi.  was  is  favor  of  a  nameroos 
representation.  He  thought  the  amendment 
proposed  to  the  constitution  ought  to  be  the 
guide  to  the  House  on  this  occasion.  He  did 
not  draw  his  ideas  of  what  should  constitut«  a  ^ 
proper  representation,  from  the  examples  att«d 
from  foreign  countries ;  nor  was  he  actnated  by 
an  apprehension  of  corrnption,  aa  more  ^ittli- 
oahle  to  a  small  unmber  than  to  a  large  one ;  but 
when  he  otmudered  the  various  objects,  view^ 
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deDonuDaUotu,  profassloiu,  oallings  and  intere«te 
of  the  citiiena  of  the  United  States,  b«  waa  foUy 
ooDvicoed  that  &  Isrge  represeDtation  was  oe- 
oeaHUy  to  embrace  the  wishes  and  answer  the 
eipeotations  of  the  people.  He  shooldj  there- 
fbK,  TOt«  agunst  t£e  motion  for  striking  out 
thirtj  thotuand. 

Mr.  GiBBT  took  a  general  BorrOT  of  the  argn- 
meota  agaiDBt  Uie  }>ropoaed  ratio  (^  one  to  thirtj 
UioDsand.  In  notidng  the  objection  from  the 
instabUitj  of  the  State  LegiBlatnres^  he  s^  St 
was  not  owing  to  their  nnmbera,  but  to  the 
mode  in  which  the^  are  elected.  Were  the 
Senates  and  EzeontiTes  of  the  Boveral  States 
chosen  as  those  of  the  General  GoTermnent, 
there  would  hare  been  as  much  stability  and 
consistency  in  tbdr  trangaetions,  as  in  those  of 
the  Government  of  the  Union.  A  gentleman 
h«d  said  that  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
constitution  had  been  adopted  with  relootance 
br  some  of  the  States  which  had  acoepted  them. 
Me  called  on  the  gentleman  to  produoe  his  an- 
thoritiesforthisaaeertioD.  A  relative  proportion 
between  the  members  of  the  House  and  the 
Senate  bad  been  soggcsted ;  this  idea  had  no 
foundation  in  the  constitntioo.  And  he  further 
obeerved,  that  the  oonsCilntion  has  so  oompletelr 
guarded  and  secured  the  rights  and  independ- 
ence of  the  Senate,  that  he  oould  not  conceive 
of  the  apprehensions  of  gentlemen,  who  appear 
to  think  that  an  increase  of  the  membera  of^this 
House  will  overwhelm  that  branch  of  the  Legis- 
latDie.  In  all  events,  the  privileges  of  l^t 
body  will  remain  the  same.  The  States,  it  is 
sua,  have  reduoed  their  Bepresentative  Assem- 
bfiee.  This,  eo  &r  from  beins  an  argument 
uninst  the  proposed  ratio,  was  directly  in  favor 
<rfiL  The  diminution  of  the  State  Legislatures 
has  been  oooaeioned  by  the  idea  which  the  peo- 
ple entertain  of  the  increasing  importance  of 
the  General  Oovemment.  The  objects  of  leras- 
latiou  to  both  Qovemmeuts  ore  nearly  umtlar; 
they  relate  to  those  important  concerns  which 
interest  the  feelings  of  every  citizen  of  the 
United  Stales;  all  the  difference  lies  in  the 
magnitude  of  their  respective  spheres  of  action. 
HenoBj  it  must  evidentiy  be  the  wish  and  ex- 
pectation of  the  people,  that  their  interests  in 
every  point  of  view,  should  be  fiilly  and  ade- 
quately represented  in  this  House. 

The  resolution  being  ag^  read,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  Stiolvtd,  That  ths  number  of  RepreioatativBS 
thai],  jmtil  the  next  ennmenCiou,  be  oua  ibr  thirty 


The  question  was  taken  thereupon  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House ;  yeas  85,najs  23,  asfollows: 

Teas. — Abrehun  Btldwin,  Egbert  Benaon,  Jolui 
Brown,  WiHiuu  Findlky,  Thonuf  Fltinmons,  Elbridge 
Gflny,  William  B.  Qilei,  J&mei  Qotdon,  Andrew 
(h<m,  Samuel  OHffin,  Daniel  Usiiter,  Dniuel  Hoger, 
Jsra^JaCObi,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  W.  Eittera,  John 
I^anibOB,  Ama»  Leameii,  Richard  BUnd  Lee, 
Jamei  Uadbon,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  Augnitoa 
Hnhlenbeig,  WiUiuu  Vans  Murray,  John  Page, 
Jodah   VaAer,  Joshua    Seoey,   Upton    Shendine, 


Tbomai  Tudor  Tudsr,  Abnham  Vanabla,  Jmoiik 
Wadiworth,  Anl^ny  Wayne,  ATuunder  Wlute,  nl 
FcinoU  WillM, 

Nats. — Fiaber  Ame>,  Jt^  Bapliit  Aiha,  Bobot 
Baniwell,  Elias  Bondiaot,  Sheaijaihnb  Bonnie,  Beo- 
Umin  Boame,  Abiahun  Clai^  Nichalas  Gilmu, 
Bemamin  Ooodhae,  William  Bairy  Grove,  Jamu 
ffiUoouie,  Saomel  Livermore^  Nsthauici  Hwoe, 
Nkthaniel  NilM,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeramiali  Smitli, 
loael  Smith,  William  Smith,  John  Stsele,  Jonadun 
Stnrna,  Qeorgs  nateher,  John  Tioing,  and  Artemu 

Ordtrtd,  That  a  biU  or  bUle  be  brought  in 

fm-snant  V)  the  said  resolution ;  and  tbat  Mr. 
AOK,  Hr.  MirssAT,  and  Hr.  Kaooh  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same. 

Tdibdat,  November  33. 

A  memorial  of  the  oommittee  of  the  counties 
of  Washington,  Weetmordand,  Fayette,  and 
Alleghany,  in  the  State  of  Fennsylvuiia,  wis 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  th^ 
objections  to  an  act,  passed  at  the  last  eeeaon. 
Imposing  a  duty  on  ^irits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  the  some  may 
be  repealed.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  his  information. 

SepretfUtatitB^ft'om  Maryland. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  stand- 
ing Committee  of  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Letter  frvm  the  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Uarvland,  containing  the  resignadon 
of  WnjjAH  PnfKifKT,  a  member  returned  to 
serve  in  this  House  for  the  said  State ;  and  slso 
a  certifloal«  of  the  eleotion  of  Johh  'Es^stsa 
UattOBB,  in  the  room  of  the  said  Willum  Fnti- 


read  J  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  that  State  were  authorized  to  fill 
np  vacancies  in  the  representation  of  that  Stale 
in  Congress, 

Some  otjjections  having  been  offered  against 
aooepting  the  report, 

Hr.  Sbnet  olMerved,  that  the  case  appeared 
to  him  to  be  so  plain  that  he  was  surprised  to 
find  gentlemen  otgeoting  to  an  acceptation  of 
the  report  of  the  committee.  He  then  stated 
the  whole  process  of  the  business,  in  the  resig- 
nation of  Hr.  PiHCNXT  and  the  election  of  l£. 
Ukhckb,  in  which  the  law  of  the  State  had 
been  sliiotiy  adhered  to.  He  concluded  by 
saying,  that  two  coses  in  point  had  already  oo- 
oorred  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  uid  do 
difBculty  respecting  tb«n  had  taken  place  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  GiLxs  B^  that  he  was  a  member  of  tiie 
select  committee  which  had  made  the  report ;  , 
and  from  an  aocurste  attention  to  all  the  nr- 
cumstanoes  of  the  case,  he  was  led  to  think  the 
report  a  very  improper  one.  From  recurring 
to  the  constitution,  he  was  of  opinion  that  s 
resignation  did  not  oonstatute  &  vacancy,    ^^w 
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oomrtitatioD  Bpwke  only  of  rao&Ddes  in  generd, 
■nd  doee  not  oontemplato  one  as  resnldng  from 
B  reffignstioD.  Adverting  to  the  Britiab  Eooae 
at  CDmmona,  he  obsarred  that  in  that  body  there 
oonld  be  no  rengnadon.  This  is  an  established 
principle.  The  people  haTing  onoe  ohoeen  their 
TCpreKntativea,  tiieir  power  oeawa,  and  oonse- 
qaentlythebody  to  vhlchthe  redgnetion  oo^t 
to  be  made  no  longer  exists.  From  the  ezperir 
ence  of  tho  British  GoTemment  in  this  respect, 
he  argned  against  a  deviation  from  this  mle. 
He  showed  from  the  oonstitatioo,  that  the  Ez- 
wntives  of  the  Btates  who  are  empowered  to 
fill  Tacancle^  are  not  at  sH  aathorized  to  de- 
clare the  existence  of  snoh  vacancies;  for,  if 


basineas  of  vaoanoiea — an  idea  that  materially 


He  concluded  bv  saying  that,  if  the  pdnciples 
be  hadadvanoedwerejost,  he  hoped  the  report 
woold  not  be  accepted. 

Mr.  SviTii  (a  0.)  had  had  his  donbts  on  the 
report ;  bnt  on  more  matare  consideration  he  was 
convinced  that  on  aoooont  of  the  inconvenience 
which  wonid  remit  fh>m  r^ecting  it,  and  from 
other  oonstderationa,  it  was  proper  to  adopt  it, 
bnt  not  withoot  a  fbll  diseoasion.  He  then 
Btated  some  particnlars  to  show  that  the  vacancy 
which  had  occurred  on  this  occasion  oonld  not 
properly  be  called  a  resignation.  Mr.  Pihknkt 
had  never  taken  his  seat,  nor  the  reqnisite  oath. 
He  smd  that  there  was  no  analog?  between  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  this  House; 
the  mode  of  iasning  the  writs  ori^nally,  and  of 
Sling  np  vacancies,  is  essentiallj  different.  No 
part  of  the  constitution  prohibits  a  member 
from  resigning,  and  for  convenience  it  ought  to 
be  Donduded  that  he  may  resign.  The  pnblio 
intereet  may  gaffer  extremely  in  oases  of  sick- 
Ben  or  embarrassments,  which  may  prevent  a 
member  from  attending.  This  argoment  from 
the  body's  not  existing  to  whom  the  resignation 
OQf^t  to  be  made,  will  apply  to  the  Preeident 
of  the  United  States,  whose  resignation  is  ez- 
prasalj  mentioDed  in  the  constitotion.  The  ob- 
jection nrged  fr^nn  the  Execativee  of  the  States 
judging  of  vacancies,  he  conceived  had  no  great 
force,  for  Congress  would  finally  judge  in  every 
esse  of  election.  It  is  nnoertain  how  the  prac- 
tice of  the  British  Parliament  originated. 
BlaeiitoTie  says  nothing  of  resignations.  When 
m  member  wants  to  reugn  in  that  Legislature, 
be  gets  appointed  to  some  fiotitiona  office  which 
disqnslifies  him  from  sitting  in  the  Honae.  He 
thanght  it  best  to  eetablish  some  precedent, 
ntiter  than  oblige  members  who  may  wish  to 
resign  to  have  recoorse  to  somefamiliar  method, 
by  accepting  of  some  appointment  in  the  State 
which  ia  incompatibie  with  a  seat, 

Hr.  MirBBAT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  accept- 
ing the  report,  both  on  aoconnt  of  propriety 
aitd  oonvaniency.    Vacancies  may  h^^»ea  from 


various  caosee — by  resignation,  by  death,  or  by 
expulsion — Uie  Ezecntive  of  the  State  is  the 

Sroper  judge  in  the  first  case.  He  stated  certain 
ifferences  between  a  resignation  after  a  person 
has  taken  his  seat,  and  a  resignation  before  that 
event.  In  the  former  case  Congrees  will  ot 
course  give  notice  to  the  Ezecntive  of  the 
State;  in  the  latter,  the  Ezecntive -alone  can 
take  cognizance  of  the  resignation.  He  stated 
the  extreme  inconveniency  which  would  resnlt 
from  the  ideas  of  the  gendeman  from  Virpnia, 
as  it  wonld  reepect  the  State  of  Georgia.  He 
then  stated  several  partienlars  to  show  that  Mr. 
PiNKKBT  was  not  a  member  of  the  Honse  agree- 
ably to  the  oonetitntion,  and  therefore  the  Honse 
cannot  proceed  with  him  as  one.  He  said  that 
we  ought  to  be  willing  to  derive  information 
from  uie  ezperience  oi  every  oonntry;  bnt  he 
conceived  that  no  precedents  could  be  drawn 
that  wonld  apply  fn  the  present  case  from  a 
oonntry  which  had  none,  to  one  which  had  a 
constitution  that  so  clearly  defined  and  gnarded 
the  rights  of  the  citizens.  The  cnstom  which 
had  been  mentioned  as  obtaining  in  that  coon- 
try,  arose  from  a  wish  to  prevent  a  frequency 
of  elections.  From  what  had  been  offered  by 
the  geutJeman  from  South  Oarolina,  and  the 
ideas  he  had  snggested,  be  boned  the  committee 
would  be  indoced  to  accept  the  report 

Mr.  WnxiucBON  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  constitntion  contemplates  that  a  mem- 
ber may  redgn.  He  read  the  clause,  which  says 
that  no  menuier  of  the  L^slatnre  shall  accept 
of  «n  office  made  <2unnjr  the  time  for  which  he 
was  chosen — fr-om  hence  he  inferred  that  redg- 
nations  were  olearly  contemplated. 

Mr.  Gbbbt  said  that  he  had  heard  nothing  to 
show  that  Mi.  Pin  knit  bod  ever  accepted  of 
his  appointment,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  have 
been  ezpreesed  that  he  had  declined  ■  but,  grant- 
ing be  had  redgned  after  accepting  his  4)point- 
ment,  he  asserted  that  nothing  had  been  tiered 
to  prove  that  resignations  might  not  take  plaoe 
in  one  Hoose  as  well  as  in  the  other ;  and  the 
oonstitntioaplaiilly  expresses  that  a  Senator  may 
resign.  The  House  of  Commons  originated 
with  the  Kings,  who  formed  that  body  to  con- 
trol the  Lords ;  and  hence  arose  the  prohibition 
against  redgnations,  as  they  would  weaken  the 
body,  and  tbe  expense  of  a  new  election  wonld 
fall  on  the  King.  With  reepeot  to  the  Execu- 
tive declaring  improper  vacandee,  he  observed 
that  Oongresa  was  inveeted  with  fiill  power  to 
control  the  Eieontivee  of  the  States  in  respect 
to  snch  declsrationa. 

Mr.  Senbt  observed  npon  &  distinction  made 
by  Hr.  Giles  between  a  resignation  on  the  part 
of  a  Senator  and  a  Manher  of  the  Hoose,  he 
suppoaed  a  resignation  in  dther  wonld  eqnal^ 
vacate  a  sea^  and  that  no  difference  did  really 

Mr.  SEDawiOK  observed  that,  if  a  power  of 
abjudication  was  <red«d  in  the  Ezeonlives  of 
the  Btates  to  determine  on  a  vacancy  in  cases 
of  redgnation,  it  wonld  involve  this  « 
qoence,  that  a  power  of  Judging  ol  v 
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He  thought  the  proposition  involvi 

moBt  serioua  effeota  with  respect  to  the  privi- 
legeB  u)d  independency  of  this  House. 

This  Bolyect  was  fhrther  disoiuaed  the  next 
daj,  and  ended  In  an  acMptadou  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  which  was  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Usbobb'b  election. 

'Uqsiia.i,  December  5. 

The  House  agtun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Uonse  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govoroment, 
for  the  year  one  thoosond  seren  hundred  and 
ninety-two;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  amendments, 
be  recommitted  to  Mr,  Laubanoe,  Mr.  Bali>- 
WIN,  and  Mr.  Ashb, 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoose  a  letter  from 
the  Secn;tar;  of  the  Treasorj-,  accompanying 
hia  report  on  the  subject  of  manufactDres,  made 
puTBuant  to  an  order  of  the  House  of  the  fif- 
teenth of  January,  one  thousand  sereii  hundred 
and  ninety ;  which  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  lud  before  the  Boose  a  letter 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  accom- 
panying bis  account  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  pubtio  moneys  between  the  first  of 
July,  and  the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  thon- 
aand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one;  which 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brnson  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  join  a  com- 
mittee of  tlie  Senate,  to  consider  and  report  the 
moat  ehgiblo  manner  of  carrying  into  effect  a 
former  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the 
ereotjon  of  an  Equestrian  Statne,  in  honor  of 
General  Wabbinoto!'. 

Appropriation  Bill. 

The  House  then,  paranant  to  the  order  of  the 

day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

Spropriation  bill,  Mr.    MnnLENSEBG  in    the 

In  proceeding  through  the  bill,  the  several 
items  were  separately  considered  and  agreed  to. 
Some  occasional  remarks  were  made ;  but  no 
material  debate  took  place.  One  amendment 
was  proposed,  by  whicn  the  bill  is  made  to  ex- 
press the  several  purposes  for  which  the  moneys 
are  appropriat  '  '    "     '  "  "'" 

in  groas,  with 
timate,  for  particnlars. 

The  committee  having  reported  the  bill  and 
die  amendment,  the  House  adopted  the  same, 
and  recommitted  the  biU  to  the  select  commit- 
tee, who  had  originally  framed  it,  with  instruc- 
tions to  new-model  it  pursuant  to  the  sense  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  GntRT  presented  \  resolntion  in  lien  of 
(ue  which  he  uud  on  the  table  on  Friday  last, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Trea- 
■D17  to  report  to  the  House,  on  tbe  tbird  Mon- 


day of  every  session,  on  acoonnt  of  the  reeapa 
and  expendituTM  of  the  pnblic  mtaiey  app«x)prift. 
ted  during  tbe  preceding  seeuon,  so  far  as  be 
shall  then  have  it  in  his  power  to  state  particu- 
1bi8  ;  and  if  he  be  nnable  to  give  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  whole,  at  the  time  appointed, 
he  is  to  oomplete  it  as  soon  afterwards  as  may 


Tb»dat,  December  9. 
fiMalwd!,  That  Mr.  Bbnsok,  Mr.  Gerkt,  and 
Mr.  Swra,  (of  South  Carolini^)  be  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House,  jointly, 
with  snch  committee  as  shall  be  appointed  en 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  condder  and  report  to 
Congress  the  most  eligible  manner  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  resolution  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  of  the  seventh  of  August, 
1798,  directing  that  an  Equestrian  Statue  d. 
General  Wabhoigton  should  be  erected. 

MoBDAT,  December  IS. 
The  following  Message  was  reoeived  ftomtha 
Preeident  of  the  United  States. 

CoKlmHii  of  On  AhkM,  omI 

^rAflOwH  iffBtprmmbdivtti 

It  in  with  great  ooncein  thmt  I  oommanicata  to  ^tn 
tba  infbnmtiou  received  &om  H^jor  Gsnenl  St, 
Clur,  of  the  miifratnas  which  hu  boiaDeii  ttas 
troops  uofier  hii  commftiid. 

Although  tbe  natioDal  loss  is  oonnderable,  accord- 
ing to  tbe  Bcale  of  tbe  event,  yet  it  may  be  nipaind 
withoQt  great  difficult,  nccepting  Aa  to  the  bnw 
men  who  have  fullga  on  tbe  occaiion,  uid  who  m 
a  snigecl  of  pnblic  u  woU  ai  private  regret. 

A  farthei  commnnicatkHi  will  ahordy  be  mad<  of 
al]  rach  mattera  aa  ahall  be  neeesaaiy  to  enabls  tb> 
Le^atnre  to  judge  of  the  futnie  mecmrci  wUeb  it 
may  ba  pinieT  to  parade. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

DaiTED  States,  DaxnAeT  12,  1791. 

FBiniT,  December  16. 
.      The  Po»t  Offi^  Bill 

The  Honse  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House,  on  tbe  bill  "  fw  es- 
tablishing the  Poet  Office  and  Post  Boads  with- 
in the  United  States." 

[The  fbUowing  is  a  ooodtuued  view  of  tbe  aign- 
menta  made  on  sCriking  out  the  aection  which  ^vM 
to  memtwis  tbe  privilege  of  fianldng.] 

When  the  bill  under  oonrideration  is  ooee 
passed  into  a  law,  it  is  preenmahle  that  no  gen- 
tleman will  ever  ask  a  member  to  frank  for  him, 
as  he  cannot  grant  the  request  oonmstently  with 
his  honor ;  the  apprehension  entertuned  of  the 
existence  of  abuses,  and  of  their  increarang  with 
the  increase  of  nnmbera,  would  be  an  argument 
equally  valid  against  eveij  law ;  for  no  \kw  can 
be  framed,  as  that  the  people  will  not  find 
means  to  evade  it  But  stiU  me  LegialatDre  will 
have  the  power  of  correcting  the  abuses,  as  soca 
1,  by  passing  Dew  laws  ta  ehe^ 
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them.  The  oommittee  who  drafted  the  bill,  had 
before  them  all  tlie  acta  of  tbe  Biitiab  Le^ela- 
tnre,  respecting  the  poet  offloe  ;  they  eaw  the 
abuses  and  bon  the;  bad  been  remedied;  and 
vilh  meh  light  to  giude  their  steps,  they  had 
proceeded  io  the  eieootion  of  their  taak.  The 
privilege  of  franking  they  bad  iatrodaced  into 
the  bill^  upon  mature  considerationa ;  to  take  it 
avay  woiud  be  leveling  a  deadly  stroke  at  the 
liberty  of  the  press ;  the  information  conveyed 
by&anlu,  may  be  oonaidereda^  the  vitaljnicee, 
and  the  chanuela  of  the  post  office  aa  tbe  veins ; 
and  if  these  are  stopped,  the  body  must  be  de- 
gtroyed ;  it  is  treading  on  dangerous  ground,  to 
take  any  measures  tbat  may  stop  the  cbannele 
of  pnblic  information,  especially  of  that  which 
Tdites  to  matters  in  whiob  the  people  are  iu- 
t«reated;  to  check  the  circulation  even  of  for- 
^iga  intelltgence  may  be  dongerona ;  bnt  it  is 
higbly  BO,  to  deprive  tbe  people  of  informatiDin 
reelecting  tLe  measnres  of  the  General  Oovem- 
ment ;  cor  ought  tbe  members  to  oomplain  of 
being  obliged  to  read  so  man^  letters  and  peti- 
tions as  c«me  to  their  hands  m  consequence  of 
the  exemption  from  postage.  If  any  gentleman 
Ihoaght  this  a  heavy  task,  he  ought  to  remem* 
'ber  that  it  was  only  bis  dnty,  and  a  task  which 
every  member  had  andertaken  when  he  accept- 
ed a  Kat  in  tbe  House. 

The  privilege  of  franking  was  granted  to  the 
nembvs,  not  as  a  personu  advantage,  (for  in 
ttct  it  proved  rather  a  burden),  bnt  as  a  benefit 
to  their  oonstitaenta,  who,  by  means  of  it,  de- 
rive information  from  those  who  are  best  qn&li- 
fled  to  give  it,  as  they  are  the  persons  obosen 
to  administer  the  General  Government.  The 
members  also  receive  nsefnl  information  through 
the  same  channel.  When  tbe  impost  law  and 
tbe  excise  law  were  nnder  consideration,  many 
peiBons  who  were  better  acquainted  with  the 
operation  of  such  laws,  transmitted  to  the  House 
mncb  valuable  information  on  thoee  subjects; 
■nd  to  «ach  information  tbe  House  ought  ever 
to  be  open ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  tbe  motives 
for  adoDting  certain  measures,  ought  always  to 
be  explained  to  influential  cbaracters  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  Union.  Such  conduct 
will  produce  the  moet  salutary  effects  in  re- 
conciling the  people  to  the  measures  of  Gov- 
enment,  when  the  principles  upon  which  every 
law  is  filmed,  are  explained  to  them,  as  well  by 
tbe  correspondence  c^  the  members,  aa  by  their 
debttca,  pnblished  in  the  newspapers.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  members  to  disperse  the  newspapers 
among  those  people  who  cannot,  perhaps,  oth- 
enriae  obtain  them,  under  the  protection  of 
franks.  Even  along  the  post  roads,  the  common 
pad^ets  of  newspapers  are  not  safe  ^m  depre- 
dation ;  bnt  when  once  they  get  into  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  country,  tiiere  is  hardly  any 
chaooe  of  their  escaping ;  whereas,  und^  the 
WVBT  of  a  frank,  they  are  sore  to  reach  their 
mination  in  edety. 

If  the  privilege  were  confined,  dming  the 
HsatoD,  to  letters  sent  from  and  received  s£  the 
Mt  of  Government,  and  the  memljera  limited 


to  their  own  lettora,  and  obliged  to  write  the 
whole  superscription,  the  increase  of  the  appre- 
hended abases  would  be  prevented ;  if  it  were 
Airtber  reetricted,  by  hmiting  to  those  lettora 
only  what  are  sent  to  or  come  from  the  State 
to  wlucb  the  member  belongs,  this  would  con- 
vince the  people,  that  the  privil^e  was  intend- 
ed for  tbe  benefit,  not  of  the  members,  but  of 
their  constituents. 

Further,  it  was  observed,  that  every  argu- 
ment, which  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  with- 
drawing the  privilege  from  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, might  be  used  with  equal  foroe  in  the  caaea 
of  Preeidect,  Vice  President,  and  every  other 

fublio  otBoer,  mentioned  in  the  same  section, 
f  the  allowance  of  six  dollars  per  day  was  a 
reason  for  sulfjecting  tbe  membeni  to  the  pay- 
ment of  postage,  every  public  officer  onght 
also,  on  the  same  principle,  to  pay  for  his  let- 
tera,  as  they  were  all  compensated  with  equal 
liberality.  If  abuses  were  apprehended  from  the ' 
lembers,  others  were  as  likely  to  introdnoe  them 
i  tbey ;  if  an  increase  of  revenue  was  contem- 
plated, the  postage  of  al!  letters  to  and  from 
the  President,  the  Vice  Preddont,  the  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  of  t^e  Treasury,  of  tbe  Depart- 
ment of  War,  &c.,  wonld  contribute  to  that  in- 
crease ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  those  gentlemen 
mnst  have  their  compensations  increased,  if  thdr 
letters  were  to  be  taxed ;  for  they  conld  not  be 
expected  to  pay  for  them  at  their  own  expense 
If  the  privilege  can  be  guarded  against  abuse, 
with  respect  to  those  officers,  it  can  also  be 
guarded  in  the  case  of  members  of  Congress. 
The  establishment  of  the  post  office  is  agreed 
be  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  conveyance 
'  information  into  every  part  of  the  Union ; 
and  a  greater  portion  of  that  had  been  convey- 
ed into  many  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, by  the  newspapers  sent  by  the  members  of 
the  House,  than  could  be  conveyed  by  other 
means,  excepting  on  the  main  roads  on  which 
stagee  go.  That  information  had  proved  highly 
serviceable  to  the  present  Government;  for 
wherever  tbe  newspapers  had  extended,  or  even 
the  correspondence  of  tbe  members,  no  opposi- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  laws ;  whereas,  tbe 
oontrary  was  experienced  in  those  parts  to 
which  the  information  had  not  penetrated ;  and 


eveu  there,  the  opposition  (wil»n,iu9  buuu  bb  urn 

principles  on  which  the  laws  had  been  passed, 
were  made  knovm  to  the  people. 

As  long  as  the  privilege  can  be  thus  used  for 
tbe  general  advantages  of  the  citizens,  it  onght 
not  to  be  relinquished  by  the  members  merely 
through  fear  of  its  being  thought  a  personal 
privilege ;  it  might  be  confined  to  membera  ac- 
tually attending  tbe  sesnon;  they  might  be 
obli^d  to  write  the  whole  superecription,  end 
even  to  add  the  date.  In  short,  the  wisdom  of 
the  House,  it  was  hoped,  would  prevent  all  the 
evils  apprehended  from  it,  and  retain  the  advan?- 


X,. 


question  being  taken  on  the  motion,  fyr 
withdrawing  the  privilege  from  the  membei^ 
it  passed  in  the  n^ative ;  yeas  SI,  ittyt  80. 
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TnaiUT,  December  20, 

The  Honee  wun  reeolTed  itself  into  a  Com' 
mittoe  of  tbe  iraole  House  on  the  bill  for  eetab- 
UshiDg  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roods  within 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wadbwobth  mored  an  amendment,  to 
withdraw  the  priTil^e  of  ftwikiog  from  tlie 
members  of  both  Houses  of  Oongresa. 

Dt  snpport  of  this  motion,  it  was  said,  that 
the  grand  seonrity  which  the  people  of  the 
UnitM  States  have  in  their  Bepresentstivee  is, 
that  those  Representatives  are  subject  to  the 
same  regnlations  as  their  constitoents.  In  the 
■rtide  of  postage,  this  was  not  the  case.  Oon- 
cresB,  in  this  case,  assume  to  themselves  a  privi- 
kge,  whioh  thej  refaae  to  the  people;  they 
took  monej  from  their  constitoents,  and  paid 
none  themselTea.  The  people  viewed  this  pri- 
*  vilege  with  a  Jealous  eve,  and  ooold  Dot  be 
pl^ed  to  see  it  enjojed  by  Oongrese,  whUst 
neither  the  meioben  ik  the  Btato  Assemblies, 
nor  even  the  Ooveniors  were  indulged  in  it. 
Congress  ei^joje  onlj  chartered  rights;  and  all 
rights  not  ezpreeal;  mentioned  in  the  charter, 
are  of  oonrse  eiclnded.  The  oonstitation  is 
their  charter;  the  Oonvention,  who  framed  it, 
had,  no  doobt,  -well  oonndered  the  whole  snb- 
jeot  of  privUe^  and  accorstelj  defined  all  saoh 
as  they  wiah^  the  Legislative  bod;  shontd  en- 
joy distinct  from  their  oonatitaents.  In  the 
entuneration  of  those  privileges,  there  is  not  a 
syllable  tending  to  exonerate  them  from  their 
share  of  the  common  borden  of  postage ;  the; 
have  DO  conatitntional  claim  to  such  an  immu- 
nity, and  if  they  assiimed  it  they  wonld  in- 
oreBBe  the  bnrden  on  their  constitnents.  The 
post  office,  if  onable  to  maintain  itself  must 
derive  its  support  ft^m  other  sources  of  revenue. 
Already  the  members  of  both  Housee  send  and 
receive,  dnring  their  session,  as  many  letters 
through  the  General  Post  Office  as  all  die  other 
inhabitaDts  of  Philadelphia;  those  letters,  if 
paid  at  the  osaal  rates,  wonld  amount  to  half 
the  postage  of  the  United  States.  The  nomber 
and  Dnlk  of  the  A:aDked  letters  and  paclcets 
dnded  the  newspapers  frum  the  mail,  and  thcs 
prevented  the  circulation  of  intelligeDce ;  If 
the  evil  inoreaeed  (and  there  was  no  probability 
of  its  being  diminished,  except  by  the  ntter 
abolition  of  the  privilege)  it  wonld  eventually 
prove  the  ruin  of  the  post  office.  The  example 
of  Britain  showed  to  what  an  enorntons  height 
the  abuse  of  anoh  a  privilege  may  be  carried ; 
and  though  amilar  abuses  mav  not  as  yet  have 
taken  place  here,  yet  it  could  Dardiy  be  doabted 
that  many  nnneceBeary  letters  were  daily  sent 
by  the  post,  which  never  wonld  have  been  writ- 
ten if  Bnbjeot  to  postage ;  those  letters  are  not 
only  nnprodactive,  but  in  aotnal  expense  to 
the  post  office,  as  the  postmaster  receives  a  cer- 
t^n  percentage  oD  these,  as  well  as  upon  other 
letters.  The  privilege  of  franking  is  moreover 
nseqnal  in  its  operation ;  while  some  members 
use  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  polit- 


ical informadoD  to  tbdr  oonsldtDenta,  othrn, 
absent  perhaps  daring  the  whole  session,  nse  it 
for  very  different  parpoees :  to  men  in  trade  it 
was  a  considerable  advantage,  amoDDting  proba- 
bly, in  some  inatancee,  to  a  hnndred  dollais  a 
vear.  It  wonld  be  better  to  take  away  the  privi- 
lege entirely,  and  reduce  the  general  rates 
of  postage  one-half,  or  to  allow  the  members, 
at  me  dose  of  each  sesdon,  to  make  a  ebai^ 
for  all  lettera  on  pnblio  bnsines,  from  their  con- 
Btitnenta,  or  to  make  them  an  allowance  in  gross 
to  defray  the  expense  of  postage ;  better,  even, 
if  neoMsary,  to  make  an  addition  to  the  com- 
pensation which  the  members  receive  for  their 
services,  if  the  present  one  be  found  incompe- 
tent to  their  honorable  support 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  observed,  that  the 
privilege  of  franking  was  not  aaanmed  by  the 
memb^  for  their  own  private  accommodatioa, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  their  consUtnents,  to 
tranmiit  to  them  every  neoessary  informatioo 
respecting  the  operations  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  receive  from  them  snch  informa* 
tion  as  they  might  have  to  communicate.  Peti- 
tions are  freqnently  enclosed  to  members ;  and 
if  these  were  to  be  subject  to  the  payment  of 
postage,  the  privilege  of  petitioning  the  Hooae, 
would  be  in  a  great  measure  destroyed.  The 
diminntion  of  revenue  which  the  poet  office 
might  in  some  instanoes  anfier  from  the  privi- 
lege of  franking,  ought  not  to  be  deemed  a  snf- 
ficient  reason  forabolishing  that  privilege;  dnoe 
it  is  allowed,  that  the  object  contemplated  in 
the  establishment  was  the  general  convenienoe, 
and  an  easy  and  speedy  mode  of  dlBseminatiiig 
public  and  privat«  intelligence.  Revenue  was 
bnt  a  seoondarr  consideration.  Although  the 
dtizens  who  Uve  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
and  have  daily  opportunities  of  learning  &om 
the  newspapers  what  public  measures  are  going 
forwwd,  may  not  be  materially  affected  by  the 
abrogation  of  the  privilege,  yet  the  esse  wonld 
be  widdy  different  with  thoee  who  live  at  a 
distance,  especially  when  fiscal  operations  were 
on  foot ;  thoee  who  are  informed,  will  make  a 
prey  of  those  who  are  ignorant,  and  deatmctive 
specnlation  will  enrich  the  few,  at  the  expenaa 
of  tbe  many.  In  a  government  of  opinion 
(which  is  the  Government  of  America)  mnoh 
greater  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  the  oonfi- 
denoe  of  the  people  than  upon  any  other  <^ 
cumstance:  that  oonfidance  can  only  be  the 
result  of  the  fiilleat  information ;  but  if  the 
privilege  of  franking  were  taken  away,  the  ave- 
nnes  of  iofornultion  wonld  be,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, dosed,  for  the  members  could  not  nnder- 
take,  at  their  own  private  expense,  to  transmit 
intelli^nce  to  ev«y  part  of  the  Union;  yet 
the  oiliEens  have  a  right  to  expect  information, 
not  only  of  the  acts  of  Government,  but  also 
the  prindplee  upon  which  they  were  grounded. 
The  abuses  of  the  privile^  that  have  prevailed 
in  England,  do  not  prevail  here ;  and  its  aboli- 
tion wonld  give  general  dissatisfaction,  parti- 
cularly in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  Union, 
where  informaUon  would  be  sali}ect  to  a  very 
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high  tax,  if  cinmlated  through  the  poet  office, 
■t  the  ordinary  rstw  of  postage.  Of  those 
bnadlw  of  letters  I'eceived  and  dispatahed  hj 
ntambOTS  of  OongreHs,  many  (thonoh  far  tram 
bung  unneoeBBarj,  as  had  been  said)  would  p«r- 
h^ia  Dever  be  written,  if  thej  were  not  to  pass 
free  of  poetage ;  and  thiu  that  free  connniinica- 
tion  of  Mntiment  between  the  Representative 
ud  eonetituent,  which  'a  bo  essential  in  a  Gov- 
ermnent  like  this,  would  be  in  a  great  measnre 
cnt  off;  and  the  post  office  would  gain  little  or 
nothing  by  it,  aa  those  packets  of  newspapen, 
Ulla,  reports,  &o.,  would  either  be  sent  07  pri- 
Tate  band,  or  not  sent  at  all ;  even  here  an  in- 
aqoalitj  wonld  prevul,  as  the  people  who  live 
nsBT  the  seat  of  Qovemment,  and  all  along  the 
main  road,  oonld,  from  the  greater  freqneno;  of 
qiportonitiee,  receive  snch  paokets  with  more 
ease  and  re^ilaritj,  whilst  thooe  In  more  re- 
mote atnationa  oonld  seldom  or  never  receive 
them,  nnleae'  by  the  mail.  The  expense  arising 
from  the  peroentage  to  the  postmaster  on  the  free 
letters,  is  bnt  trifling,  as  in  anoh  oaaee  be  receives 
no  more  for  &  packet  of  two  ounces  than  for  a 
single  lett«r ;  and  as  to  the  idea  of  allowing  the 
meidben  to  make  a  charge  for  their  letters, 
thii  woold  be  no  better  than  receiving  with 
one  liand  and  paying  away  with  the  other.  It, 
however,  it  -were  found  ai)solQteIy  neoeasary  to 
take  precautions  against  the  abases  that  were 

r-ehended,  this  might  be  done  by  limiting 
nnmber  or  weight  of  letters  that  shonld  go 
free  by  any  one  post,  without  entirely  prevenlr 
ingthe  interchange  of  aenUmenta  between  the 
B^rwraitative  and  bis  ooDstitnents. 

The  committee  then  rose,  without  taking  the 
qoeation  on  the  ameodment. 

TnnBaDi.Y,  December  33. 
Ehetion  of  Pretideitt,  Ae, 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Beuate,  entitled  "An  sot  relative  to  the  election 
of  a  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Btitee,  and  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act 
t»  Pnddent,  in  oase  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 
both  (^  President  and  Vice  President." 

The  bill  waa  read  by  the  Qerk.  The  first 
sMIion  being  again  read  by  the  Clhdrman, 

Hr.  Tdokks  moved  to  amend  this  olaose  by 
striking  ont  these  words,  "  except  in  cases  in 
which  an  extraordinary  election  of  President 
and  Vioe  Premdent  shall  take  place,  as  here- 
after specified."    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  SsDawioK  made  soroe  generic  observa' 
tkma  cm  the  great  objects  of  the  bill,  andadvert- 
ing  to  the  term  proposed  for  the  choice  of  Elec- 
tors of  Prendent  and  Vice  President,  observed 
thst  he  had  hie  doubts  whether  it  wonld 
He  enlarged 


Uy  {BSne,  in  case  ^ere  shonld  not  he  a  choice 
by  the  Electors;  as  the  matter  mnst  then  ~ 
determined  bj  the  House,  voting  aooording 
the  eonstltdtion,  by  States.    He  descanted 


the  pemioions  consequenoee  which  might  result 
from  the  collision  of  parties,  and  the  working 
of  passions  in  tbe  breasts  of  men  whose  ardor 
would  probably  be  exdted  to  the  greatest  de- 
gree on  snch  an  occasion ;  every  reasonable 
measure  shonld  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  evila 
which  he  deprecated;  ne  therefore  moved  that 
the  words  "  tiiirty  days"  flhonld  bestrnck  out^ 
in  order  to  give  the  people  a  longer  time  to  ^ve 
in  their  votes  for  Electors. 

Mr.  Whtts  olijected  to  the  motion.  He  con- 
ceived it  was  oalcnlated  to  produce  the  very 
mischief^  the  genUeman  appeared  to  deprecate. 
If  it  had  been  possible,  he  could  have  wished 
that  the  Electors  should  meet  and  ^vo  in  their 
votes  on  the  very  day  of  their  being  chosen :  he 
wished  as  mach  as  the  gentieman  to  adopt 
meaanres  to  prevent the^evils  he  mentioned; 
bnt  did  not  think  the  motion  wonld  condnce  to 
that  oljject;  be  thought  the  time  shoold  rather 
be  oontraoted  than  extended. 

Mr.  Batton  also  objected  to  the  motion ;  he 
thonght  fonrteen  days  wonld  be  a  more  proper 
time;  it  was  the  dedgn  of  the  conatitntion, 
thongh  it  is  not  expre^ed,  that  the  President 
should  not  know  the  characters  to  whom  he 
ifl  indebted  for  his  election, 

Mr.  Sbdowioe  obserTod,  that  ^e  olijeotions 
wonld  be  very  proper  was  it  certdnly  known 
that  the  Electors  would  always  asree  ina  choice ; 
bnt  this  he  conceived,  it  was  hardly  possible 
shonld  always  be  the  case;  and  what  inll  then 
take  placet  The  election  devolves  on  this 
House,  and  the  Electors  will  then  be  known, 
and  liable  to  all  that  intrigue  and  cabal  which 
has  prev^ed  in  other  countries.  He  left  it  to 
the  oonaderation  of  the  committee  to  determine 
on  the  iiomense  importance  of  providing  in 
season  against  the  evils  of  a  contested  election, 
in  the  case  now  before  them. 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  tbe  motion;  bnt 
sdd  if  it  was  stmok  out,  he  ahonld  then  move 
to  insert  a  olanse  which  shonld  assign  diffbrent 
periods  according  to  the  oironmstances  of  the 
several  Statee^  bo  that  the  Electors  should  meet 
as  nearly  aa  possiUe  at  the  same  time  In  ail  tho 
SUtes. 

Wx.  N1LB8  oljeoted  to  the  motion;  and  the 
queetion  being  pnt  it  was  negatived. 

The  olanse  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  of  the  several  States  to  cause  the 
names  of  tlie  Electors  to  be  certified,  was  ob- 
jected to, 

Mr.  NiLss  obserred  that  no  person  could  be 
called  upon  to  discharge  any  duty  on  behalf  of 
the  United  Statee,  who  had  not  accepted  of  an 
appointment  under  tieir  authority.  He  thought 
that  this  was  opening  the  door  too  wide,  and 
involves  a  blending  of  the  respective  powers  and 
duties  of  each,  which  is  not  warranted  by  the 
oonstitntion ;  and  he  observed  that  he  shonld 
be  sorry  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Statee  shonld  attempt  to  exercise  a  power  whioh 
they  are  not  competent  to  carrv  into  eiecntion. 
He  moved  that  the  claDse  mould  be  atraok 
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Mr.  SKDawiCT  obsMTed  that  if  Oongreee 
not  aatlioriwd  to  call  on  the  Eiecntivee  of  tbe 
several  Stotea,  he  ooald  not  oonedve  what  de- 
•cription  of  persoDB  thej  were  empowered  ' 
call  DpoD. 

Hr.  NiLta  raid  he  conndered  this  seetion  as 
degrading  to  the  £iecQtLve  of  tbe  wveral  Stat«s : 
and  inqnired,  what  in  to  he  done  in  case  those 
Eiecntives  shonld  revise  to  comply  with  the 
roqnisitionl 

Mr.  Clabk  taid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
oommittee  was  oreating  difficnltiu  where  none 
before  existed.  He  obeerred  that  tbe  choosing 
these  Electors  was  a  privilege  conferred  on  the 
people,  and  that  thia  wa«  merely  pointing  out 
the  mode  of  exercisins  this  privilege ;  he 
thought  the  danse  stood  very  well  and  would 
create  do  nneaainefla  whatever, 

Ur.  HiLLHOcsE  Biudj  he  conadered  the  pro- 
vituon  improper.  It  imposed  a  datj  on  the 
Bnpreme  Eiecotives  of  the  several  States,  whioh 
they  might  or  might  not  exeonte;  and  thus 
the  neoeasarj'  oertifloat«s  may  not  be  made. 
He  seconded  the  motion  to  Btriie  out  the  clauee, 
and  proposed  a  sDhaUtnte  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  Electors  to  procore  for  themselves  the 
necessary  certificates. 

Ur.  LivEiuioBE  spoke  in  &vor  of  the  clanse  , 
he  did  not  consider  it  either  as  an  nndne  assump- 
tion of  power,  or  degrading  to  the  Ezecatives 
of  tbe  respecUve  States. 

Mr.  Basnwsll  said,  a  small  addition  to  the 
olanse  woald  in  his  opinion  obviate  every  diffi- 
culty ;  tlie  words  he  proposed  to  insert  were — 
"or  snob  persoEi  as  the  Eiecntive  may  ap- 
point" 

Mr.  Stusobs  moved  to  strike  ont  "Exeon- 
tiv^"  and  insert  "tlieL^islatnre." 

Mr.  J.  SwTTB  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  proposed  alteration  would  amount  to  exact- 
ly the  same  thing;  for  the  dnty  of  giving  the 
oertidcBte  would  eventually  devolve  on  ihe  Ex- 
ecntive. 

Tbe  motion  for  strildng  OQt  the  olaose  was 
negatived. 

The  ninth  section  provides,  that  in  case  of 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  President  and  Vice 
President,  the  President  of  the  Senate  pro  ton., 
or  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
shall  act  as  Preddent. 

Mr.  WmTB  moved  the  section  should  be 
abuck  out.  He  said  tbe  Honse  had  formerly 
disonssed  the  subject  and  oould  not  agree ;  the 
first  part  of  the  bill  iir  necessary ;  this  is  not  of 
immediate  importance  to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Frrzaoions  said,  he  supposed  the  question 
must  be  determined  some  time  or  other,  and  he 
knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  decided 
at  this  time ;  to  strike  ont  the  clause  would,  in 
effect,  be  to  declare  that  the  House  could  not 
agree. 

Mr,  WiLLiAMfloS  was  in  favor  of  striking  out. 

Mr.  LivBBiioBB  objected  to  tbe  motion;  he 
said  no  two  subjects  could  possibly  be  more  in- 
timately connected ;  and  the  providons  of  tlie 
biU  are  such  as  to  render  the  intermisaiun,  during 


which  thia  regency  was  to  take  place,  aa  ahcrt 
as  poesihle ;  he  hoped  the  clause  would  not  be 
■tricken  ont. 

M>.  Weiti  added^BOme  fttrther  objections  to 
the  section ;  he  said  it  was  distinct  flrom  tbe 
bill,  and  though  a  m^ority  of  the  oommittee 
were  in  favor  of  tbe  characters  nominated,  yet 
he  tboogbt  it  would  be  best  to  make  it  the  ob- 
ject of  another  bill,  and  of  an  independent  dis- 
cnseion. 

Mr.  Skdowick  said,  be  hoped  the  sectioii 
would  not  be  struck  out^  especially  if  there  is  a 
m^ority  of  the  oonunittee  iu  fevor  of  it  He 
observed,  that  last  session  there  was  no  deciaoa 
in  the  case ;  be  conceived  it  necessary  that  tbe 
bnraness  shonld  be  now  decided  on  ;  and  ad- 
verting to  tbe  particular  characters  named,  he 
said  they  were  as  far  removed  from  any  influ- 
enoe  of  ue  Executive  as  any  persons  that  ootdd 
be  poswbly  pointed  ont 

Hr.  Barnwell  was  in  tavoF  of  goin^  into  a 
discusBon  of  the  snttject  at  thia  time.  He  said 
there  was  a  large  number  of  the  present  Hooss 
who  had  not  heard  the  observations  offered  in 
the  last  Oongress ;  be  soppoeed  the  present  •> 

tper  a  time  to  consider  tiiesultject  as  any  that 
..  jld  occur.  If  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to 
the  section  will  offer  their  objections,  he  sbooid 
be  glad  to  bear  them  ;  if  they  were  conolDriTa, 
he  shonld  vote  to  strike  oat  the  section.  11 
nothing  was  offered,  be  should  vote  against  tbe 
motion. 

Mr.  BroBan  mentioned  several  objections  to 
tbe  section,  which  in  his  opinion  rendered  it 
unconstitutional;  he  oould  not  find  that  tfas 
Speaker  of  the  Eonse,  or  President  of  the  Senate 
pTV  Um.  were  offlcersof  the  Government  in  the 
sense  contemplated  by  the  constitntion.  Tbe 
compensations  of  the  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident are  settled  by  the  Honse;  the  Speaker 
would  have  to  decide  on  those  compensations; 
this  he  said  rendered  him  evidently  improper. 
He  furtber  observed  that  tbe  consequence  would 
be  caballing  and  eleoti'meering  in  the  chtnce  of 
Speaker. 

Mr.  VHin  said,  the  Speaker  was  not  a  per- 
manent officer,  if  he  could  be  considered  as  one 

any  point  of  view;  bnt  he  waa.ttf  opinion, 

lat  he  was  no  more  an  officer  of  the  Govem- 

ent  than  every  otber  member  of  the  House. 

The  question  for  striking  ont  the  sectitHi  was 
nwatived. 

Mr.  STtrHQKB  then  moved  in  strike  out  die 
vords,  "tbe  President  of  the  Senate  pro  Umr 
por^  and  tbe  Speaker  of  the  Honse  (tt  Bepre- 
sentatives." 

Mr,  Qn.RS  stated  tbe  reasons  which  he  cm- 
ceived  fully  proved  tbe  nnconstitntionality  of 
the  clause.  The  characters  referred  to  he  did  not 
think  were  officers.  If  they  bad  been  conaid^- 
I  such,  it  is  probable  they  would  have  bem 
designated  in  tbe  constitution ;  the  constitution 
refers  to  some  permanent  officer  to  be  created 
inrsnant  to  tbe  provisions  therein  conttuned. 
rhese  persons  are  not  permaneiit ;  a  permuient 
fficer  was  eontemplated}  the  anl^ject  was  not 
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to  be  left  to  Any  oasnali^,  if  it  could  posublj 

be  prevented. 

Ur.  SsDowioz  mi,  he  did  not  Icnow  what 
officer  conld  with  proprietj  be  said  to  be  per- 
maneDt;  offices  are  held  dnring  good  bebttvior 
iDaoniGiD$taDce6,aiid  in  othere  during  pleasore; 
bfiC  it  will  be  impossible  to  eaj  that  anj  officer 
ii  ft  permanent  offioer,  for  the  expression  is  verj 
eiteDBiTe.  He  was  anrprised  to  hear  the  idea 
emtroverted,  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Eonse, 
orthe  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tern.,  is  not 
■n  offioer.  In  common  parlance  he  was  sore 
there  was  no  ^ffiooltj  in  the  matter. 

Hr.  Gksbt  observed,  that  some  gentleman 
bad  ttid  the  Speaker  is  not  an  officer ;  bnt  if  he 
is  not  an  officer,  what  is  he  1  lie  then  read  a 
dwue  from  the  constitution,  which  says  that 
the  Honae  shall  choose  their  Speaker  aitd  otKer 
effietn.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  Speaker 
rathe  HonseofEeprasentfttiveswonld  be  atmck 
oat,  in  order  to  avoid  blending  the  legislative 
sod  Executive  branches  together.  He  conrider- 
<d  this  measore  as  a  political  stroke  of  the 
Eenate;  bnt  he  hoped  that  the  IIoDse  would 
aew  ixinsent  to  luaking  their  Speaker  an  em- 
pbibioDB  animal.  He  moved  therefore  that  the 
words  "Speaker  of  the  House  of  BepresentA- 
tivet"  should  be  strnck  out. 

Ur.HnxnonBB  olijectod  to  any  offioer  appoint- 
ed bj  the  Eiecntive  being  inserted.  He  stud, 
if  that  Bhonld  be  the  case,  the  appointments 
would  in  most  caaea  be  made  with  reference  to 
that  object ;  and  hence  important  offices  wonld 
often  be  filled  with  improper  and  incompetent 
perswLB.  Besides,  it  was  taking  away  tlie  choice 
from  the  people,  and  thus  violating  the  first 
principle  of  a  free  elective  Government.  The 
Seuate  are  appomted  bj  the  people,  or  then* 
Representatives,  and  hence,  in  his  opinion,  filling 
the  vacancy  wonld  devolve  with  the  greatest 
[snpriety  on  that  body, 

Mr.  WiLUAHBOH  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
firr  striking  ont  both  the  characterB.  He  ob- 
Mrved,  that  this  eitensive  construction  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word  officer,  wonld  render  it 
proper  to  point  out  any  person  in  the  United 
ntates,  whetlier  connected  with  the  Goveminent 
or  not,  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  vacancy 
contemplated. 

Before  taking  the  question  npon  tlie  amend- 
ment, the  committee  rose. 

TnraDiT,  Jannary  10. 
A  inemDrial  of  Qeorge  Tnmer,  one  of  the 
Jadges  In  and  over  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  north-WMt  of  the  Ohio,  was  presented  to 
the  HoQse  and  read,  praying  a  reviuon  of  the 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  said  terri- 
tory, and  also  an  increase  of  compensation  to 
tbe  Judges  thereof  Referred  to  Ifr.  Livn- 
ifOKE,  Ur.  L&nuNos,  Ur.  White,  Ur.  Willuu- 
Ms,  and  ySt.  SxriE,  (of  South  OaroUna) ;  that 
tbey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof  and  report 
the  same,  with  their  opinion  tharenpoii,  to  the 


On  a  motion  made  and  seconded, 

"  Th«t  the  Secretary  of  War  bo  imtraotod  to  lay 
befbrc  thia  Hmua  an  sccnrsts  BtaUmeDt  of  aH  ucer- 
tained  talancei  of  pay,  which  appeu'  by  the  book*  of 
the  United  SMtea  to  be  due  to  the  officen  and  icA/GeTt 
of  the  Ute  Amy  oT  the  United  States,  ind  which 
ttQl  rsniBin  eitfaer  Dnclaimed,  or  daimed  and  mipaid, 
together  with  the  raaaona  Ibr  withboUing  payment 
from  thoea  vbo  may  have  le^witively  entered  diums 
tiiezefor;" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  i>e  referred  to 
Mr.  WiDswoKTir,  Mr.  Giuts,  and  Mr.  Sioth,  {iA 
New  Hampshire;)  that  they  do  examine  the 
matt«r  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  remaining 
blanks  in  the  bill  to  establish  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Hoads  of  the  United  States ;  whloh 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 

2'etition  of  CatkaHne  Qregnt, 
le  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hotise,  on  the  Report  of  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  on  the  petition  of 
Catharine  Oreene,  relict  of  the  late  General 
Qreene. 

The  ot^ect  of  the  petition  is  to  obtiun  an  in- 
demnifioation  from  the  United  States  against 
certain  engagements  which  were  entered  into 
by  her  hiisl»nd,  tbe  deceased  Ki^or  General 
Nathaniel  Greene,  while  commanding  officer  in 
the  Southern  department ;  and  for  the  circum- 
stances on  which  it  is  founded,  refers  to  a  repre- 
,tJon  of  the  aad  Angnst,  1T8S,  which  was 
then  made  by  the  said  General  Greene  t«  Oon- 
greas. 

The  petition  is  acoompanied  by  a  nninber  of 
vonohers,  arranged  in  alpnabetical  order  by  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  in  his  Report ;  from 
"  which  he  draws  the  following  conclusion : 

'That  itrong  and  extraordinary  motivei  of  national 
gratltode  for  the  very  aif^al  and  important  aervices 
rendered  l>y  General  Greene  to  hia  coanti7,  mnat 
serve  to  give  a  keener  Miiig  to  the  regret,  which 
ought  ever  to  attend  the  neceaatj  of  a  strict  adbei^ 
ence  to  claima  of  pnblio  policy,  in  opposition  to  cUima 
fonoded  on  nsefnl  acts  dl  leal  for  the  poblic  aervice, 

measa  of  protecting  from  indigence  and  pennry 
the  family  of  that  most  meriloriona  officer  ahoU,  upon 
juninatioD,  be  fonod  adLsiaaible." 
Mr.  'Waynk  rose  and  gave  his  reasona  for 
snpporting  the  petition,  as  follows: 

■.  Chairman  :  It  may  not  be  improper  to 

ion  the  motives  that  impel  me  Ut  wish  a 
fortnnate  issue  to  the  claim  now  under  consid- 

on  of  this  committee,  which  I  must  also 
ofier  as  an  apology  for  the  part  I  have  taken,  or 
that  I  may  eventually  take,  in  support  of  the 
claim.  From  my  first  interview  with  General 
Greene  nntil  the  moment  of  his  dissolotioii,  we 
always  lived  in  the  strictest  habits  of  friendship 
and  confidence.  He  was  an  officer  with  whom 
I  had  partidpated  in  almost  every  vicissitude  of 
fortune,  (in  many  a  well-tried  field,)  from  the 
frozen  waters  of  the  North  to  tie  baming 
sands  of  the  South.    He  was  a  man  whose  vir- 
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tii«8  and  talent«  1  knew  Nid  revered ;  his  noble 
tool  would  have  revolted  at  the  idea  of  impori' 
tion.  He  never  wonld  have  offered  in  a  elat'nt 
to  Gongress,  bnt  npon  the  purest  prindplee  of 
honor  and  jiutice.  I  waa  a  witneea  to  the  preM- 
Ing  neceedtj  that  Btma>»Ued  him  to  beoome  the 
■Qretjr  for  which  indemnitj  is  now  clumed. 
He  did  what  I  wotdd  have  done,  (aa  second  in 
oommandO  had  he  been  absent  at  that  trjinK 
oriuB.  The  dum  I  Icnote  to  be  just,  and 
1  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  he  was  drawn 
into  that  secnritjr  ft«m  the  utoation  in  which 
he  was  placed  bj  Congress,  as  Commander-in 
chief  of  the  SoQthemDeparlinent  Under  these 
impressions,  I  beg  leave  to  sabmit  to  the  oon- 
dderatjon  of  this  oommittee  the  resolationa 
now  in  mj-  hand,  and  doubt  not  of  their  con- 
onrrent  sapporL 

"Saolad,  at  lie  tpuwm  ofAii  Commilttt,  That 
the  satatc  of  the  Uu  Majcnr  General  Nathaniel 
Oreene  ou^t  to  be  indammned  fbr  and  on  itooimt 
of  tha  engagement!  enterad  into  by  that  QenenI  with 
certua  penoos  in  the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  fbi  the 
porpOM  of  obtaining  mnplie*  for  the  American  Annj, 

mOis  jear  1783,  and  Uiat be  granted  to  the 

Ezecnbm  of  the  estate  of  the  late  M^joi 
Nathaniel  Greene,  for  that  pnrpoas. 

"RifAxd,  That  acomroittaebeaf^dntedtabiliig 
in  a  UU  in  cDnfonnit;  to  the  foregtuog  resdntioa.' 

Iff.  BoDonrOT  said,  there  was  no  greater 
fiiend  to  the  memory  of  General  Greene  than 
be  was,  nor  anj  person  more  aniioos  to  have 
Justice  done  to  his  widow  end  faniiif ;  bnt  he 
was  apprehensive  that  the  resolution  proposed 
by  the  worthy  gentleman  who  had  first  brought 
forward  this  euliject  was  not  drawn  up  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  ensure  it  a  passage  through  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  Hewishe<^  therefore,  that 
it  should  be  so  expressed  as  to  prevent  any  t«- 
dions  discnsaioo,  and  at  the  same  time  do  ample 
justice.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
TreBsnry  pats  the  subject  on  the  best  footing. 
The  motives  which  led  him  to  make  the  oon- 
tract  were,  first,  the  public  good ;  and  perhaps, 
secondly,  to  serve  his  frien^  Mr.  Burnett,  be- 
cause he  was  his  aide-de-camp,  and  he  wished 
to  pnt  him  in  the  way  of  being  established  in 
bnsineaa  after  the  war ;  but  Mr.  Burnett  was 
never  in  any  other  way  connected  with  General 
Greene  than  as  a  yonng  man  brought  up  in  ^e 
Euiiily,  whom  he  wished  to  patronize. 

After  a  few  other  observations,  Mr.  Bottdihot 
moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the  resoln- 


11  irf  the  late  H^jor  General  Graens,  who  n  glori- 
onsly  Mrred  his  conatiy ;  and  that  they  be  indemni- 
fied ibr  the  lou  which  hia  estate  ii  likely  to  ■natain 
by  his  havii^  entered  into  certain  bonda  tor  aupplying 
^  Soathem  army  with  rationi  and  clothing  at  a 
time  when  they  were  threatening  to  di^ene?' 

Mr.  FiKSLA-T  observed,  that  on  the  question 
aa  it  is  now  stated,  the  otnumittee  have  a  choice 


of  three  alteruBtivee ;  the  claim  may  be  rejected, 
a  pension  or  gratuity  may  be  granted  to  the 
amount,  or  the  claim  of  Uie  petition  m^  be 
granted  as  a  matter  of  right  npon  the  footing 
of  its  own  merits  by  a  special  law,  as  all  author- 
ized  clums  which  Oongress  grant  are  given. 
Claims  for  which  the  standing  laws  ar«  compe- 
tent, do  not  come  befcuv  as.  I  am  in  bnot  at 
the  last  alternative.  I  am  against  r^ecting  the 
petition ;  because,  as  the  fkcta  are  stated  in  the 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Gene- 
ral Greene  putting  himself  in  this  tilnati<«  ol 
risk  was  from  the  moat  pnbUo-spiiited  motive; 
it  was  to  support  the  puMio  intereet  at  a  most 
important  crisis,  when  the  well-being,  if  not  tlM 
existence  of  the  Sonthem  army  was  at,  stake,  la 
well  as  the  security  of  the  inhabitants.  If  a 
oommander-in-ebief  of  an  army  may  be  mined 
in  his  private  affairs  hj  "aUng  an  onantbor- 
tzed  exertion  to  save  his  army  or  his  country, 
the  precedent  may  be  dangerous;  it  may  teach 
oommanders  lesaons  of  pmdenoe,  whi^  may 
have  minons  effects.  It  is  true  the  neoeemty  ai 
the  case  must  be  such  as  will  Justify  the  nnaiH 
thorjied  measure :  from  the  Report,  this  appean 
to  have  been  the  case  in  the  sobject  of  the  prca- 
ent  debate.  From  the  whde  state  (rf  the  tMU 
before  us.  General  Greene  appears  sot  to  hava 
had  hia  own  interest  is  view  in  this  transactiuL 
if  the  proof  of  this  only  lay  between  Banks  wu 
him.  The  established  charaoter  of  Genend 
Greene,  not  only  as  an  officer,  but  aa  a  man  of 
integrity  and  public  spirit,  certainly  cannot  sink 
when  laid  in  the  baluice  with  the  secret  insiuit- 
ation  of  an  unprincipled  speculator.  Such  hsa 
been  my  own  opinion  of  General  Greene's  cha- 
racter, that  I  would  oertwnly  require  otbn 
proo&  than  this  before  I  would  even  indidge 
suspicions :  but  it  does  not  rest  upon  this.  We 
have  Banks's  own  testimony  to  the  oontrary,  and 
his  partner,  and  we  know  it  would  have  been 
the  interest  of  Banks  ft  Co.  to  have  made  the 
oontrary  appear :  nay,  we  have  snoh  a  cloud  <k 
witneseea,  &I1  concurring  to  the  same  point,  as 
appears  sufficient  to  remove  doubts  from  the 
most  BcrupolouB  mind.  Unauthomed  accounts 
are  admitted  in  settiementa  between  tbe  United 
States  and  the  individual  States,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity.  I  oonuder  this  as  a  case  of  dte 
same  nature,  and  will  vote  for  it  agreeably  to 
this  nrecedent.  I  consider  granting  the  prayer 
of  tne  petition  in  this  manner,  as  an  act  of 
Jnstioe,  not  only  to  bis  estate,  but  to  the  memory 
of  bis  character.  But  I  object  to  granting  the 
relief  in  the  indirect  way  oiapenmon;  itianot 
so  safe  to  the  public,  nor  so  nonorable  to  the 
heirs  of  Genend  Greene.  To  the  public  it  is 
highly  dan^rousas  a  precedent;  it  will  operate 
aa  an  opening  wedge  to  other  claims  wiUioot 
limitation.  Few  indeed  can  have  an  unaotiior- 
ized  though  just  claim  as  commanders-in-chief 
of  au  army  reduced  to  such  a  dilemma  as  (xiff.- 
uated  the  present  question ;  but  merit  and  dta- 
tress  are  not  conmied  to  commanders  alone; 
they  are  to  be  found  in  every  rank  of  citizens. 
The  strngglw  during  the  late  revolution  pro- 
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dMcd  abandukoe  of  merit;  we  oannot  took 
inmnd  io  this  Booae,  nor  in  tstj  large  eollection 
of  dtUeni,  but  onr  ere  meets  with  tboae  who 
bin  dafau  (^  toflrlt.  We  can  Bearoetj  be  ao- 
qnatoled  In  8117  nei^bco'bood,  bat  we  moat  be 
aaqiwnted  wiui  mxti  as  haTe  been  redneed  to 
(Mhm  bj  tbeir  meritorions  e<«rti(Hu,  either  in 
the  camp,  intheaBbinet,or  brgraotiiitf  mip|d)ea. 
How  vaaj  who  have  wded  the  pnblia  with 
tbrir  MbMaooe,  hare  been  obliged  to  ^ait  with 
the  evideoMH  of  tbetr  meritoriooe  damia  for  s 
trnporary  n&A  Itsaj  ot  die  aged,  manj 
vidowi  ioA  orphana,  to  m^  knowledge,  labor 
tapcniHT,  and  monm  in  aeoret,  on  the  acoonnt 
clinch  meritorious  atda  not  being  reoompensed 
vhMi  they  onf^t  to  have  been;  thon^  this 
wt«  owing  to  the  pnblio  misfortone,  jot  the 
marit  and  anfferinra  ware  not  the  IcM.  I  am 
Tn7  nnstble  of  Qis  great  merit  of  Qeneral 
QfiMiie:  it  ia  so  well  known,  and  so  geoerallj 
■cknowledged,  on  alt  handa,  aa  to  render  it  im- 
{ropar  fi>r  me  to  ealarg«  thereon.  Bnt,  aape- 
riOT  M  his  merit  wae,  if  we  grant  a  pension  or 
i4jtt  not  founded  on  a  Just  dum,  merit  of  a 
lewer  order  mnst  Iw  also  admitted:  there  is  no 
dtttingeiehingtheBhBdfH.  Ihsveheardof  olums 
on  the  footing  of  merit  brongbt  before  Oongreaa, 
aoppcoted  b7  BDch  argoniMits  as  would  indoce  a 
(tnnger  to  think  that  neari;  aS  the  merit  of 
amnnplitliing  the  reTolntitm  waa  oentred  in 
the  claimant.  If  merit  is  to  be  rewarded  b^ 
MBwma,  we  ihall  aoon  hare  clsimanta  in  abnn- 
oaace.  hi  the  exercise  of  sapreme  command, 
ffioultiee  oAen  arise  which  render  eiertiong 
BeeenaafT  for  which  gecarBl  rake  cannot  be 
fniTtded;  these  hare beea  genenll^  treated  aa 
ol^ecls  ef  indemnification,  ihnj  claims  are 
WW  belbre  Congreaa ;  tbey  are  rarions  in  tb^ 
natoTe,  and  no  £nibt  a  number  of  them  will  be 
adn^tted;  fant  from  erer;  view  I  hare  takot  of 
Uw  d^m  bvfore  ns,  I  think  Uie  present  as 
tangly  addresses  onr  Jastioe  and  sympathj 
■r^them. 

Mr.  WATwrn  thon^t  it  neeeaurjr  to  make 
MDte  observations  on  what  had  faDen  from 
tt«  gentleman  on  his  ri^t,  (Mr.  Bootxaor.) 
li  (Mer  to  place  thia  enbject  in  a  ^oper  point 
of  riew,  he  begged  leave  to  mention  certain  cir- 
annrianoM  previow  to  the  eracnation  of  Ohariea- 
Un.  Soneof  the  first  ohwactera  in  SovtiiOaro- 
liaa  obtrised  ft  Sag  &om  Glena^  Greoie,  to  meet 

^ennnderaflag 


n  of  merohanls  futd  others 
tan  ^  BiitUti  Unee.  Those  merdumts  were 
■Biioastoiaaalnaftertitearni;,  fbrthepnrpose 
rf  diiposuig  of  their  stock  in  ^»de,  and  wilted 
lor  a  reasonable  time  to  transact  that  bndm 
ttk  indnlgence  was  readtl^  granted,  fbr  it 
Ihon^t  an  ol|)eat  of  conseqnence  to  retain  snp- 
t^mka  the  use  1^  the  oonntry  aa  weU«~  *~~ 

tha  artnj;   and  they  were  p^mitted  to 

tboainlheplMefbr  the  space  oi  tveht  utaatAt 
iAw  the  aband<»ment  ahoold  take  effect.  As- 
■■KncMwere  dsogirenthunfor  the  invidable 
fniteotiiHi  (tf  tbdr  persma  and  property  for  that 
pniod.  Thn*  nnetkiMd,  thef  were  probably 
>'>diKed  to  specnlate  npon  anch  storea  a  Om 


Britudi  snnj  conkl  spare,  (tor  that  anny  was 
redundantly  supplied,)  whilst  the  AmerioaBa 
were  experiencing  almost  every  poenble  digtztm 
for  want  of  the  common  necesBariea  of  lifb. 
Abont  this  time  hopes  wore  entertained  of  the 
speedy  qipearance  of  a  snperior  marine  force 
from  the  French  West  In£ea,  to  that  of  the 
British;  end  the  operathig  army  nndar  my 
command  wsa  adranoed  to  the  ^oarter-honse, 


its  inbabitanta  fhim  depfedattoi  and  Inantt. 
Thia  mancanvre  had  the  desind  effect ;  It  created 
a  jealonaj-  In  the  British  General  for  the  safo^  ' 
of  his  rear,  and  General  Leslie  was,  in  a  manner, 
compelled  to  come  into  a  eoavention,  more  re- 
sembling a  ttmtulaticn  than  an  abrntdonment, 
for  he  was  under  the  neoeasity  to  "  agree  not  to 
commit  any  iuHiilt  npon  the  inhabitanta,  c«'  de- 
predation oponth^prtAerty,  or  damage  to  the 
d.ty,  at  or  ij/W  his  ombartaition."  flie  w<wd 
(f/ier  caneed  some  demur ;  bnt  it  was  insisted 
npon  and  oon^lled  with,  in  oonseqneaee  of  the 
orders  I  had  pferionaly  reoeired  from  Goternl 
Greene ;  a  measure  wbkh  at  <noe  aflbrded  se- 
curity to  the  inhabitants,  and  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  full  supplies,  aa  wdl  for  the  citisens  aa 
for  the  army. 
The  gentieman  (Mr.  BorDuror)  Bays — How 
«  we  to  disUngnish  between  the  artlclee  and 
oeceeeories  that  were  actually  made  nse  of  bj  the 
army,  and  of  the  other  goods  pnrcbased  fi  Uie 
Briti^merchante?  Ibis  may  be iUly  answered 
and  eipluned  by  mentioning  this  &et:  that 
those  merchanta  took  advantage  of  their  eitna- 
tion,  and  wonld  not  ^spose  <»  any  article  stat- 
able for  the  army  nulesa  thtir  i^lt  tt^ek  imm 
prtrehtutd  togttMr;  having  but  twdre  months 
todl^oaecrfth^  goods  and  collect  th«ir  debts. 
Nor  conld  the  necessary  articles  be  obtidned  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  as  the  merchants  were 
protected  by  a  compact  made  undw  the  eano- 
tionofaflsg.  Nor  would  they  trust  the  ooo- 
traotor  .Sonbwith  thdr  property,  unlesa  Gene- 
ral Greene  beeatne  his  seconty  ■  by  which  aeC, 
in  their  opinion,  the  UniUd  SlaUi  wonld  be 
bonnd  in  honor  to  fulfil  a  contract  made  by  tbrir 
commanding  officer ;  nor  did  General  Greene 
come  into  the  measure  until  compelled  by  dire 
necessity,  to  prevent  a  mutiny  and  dlaaolntion 
of  the  army.  And  such  was  the  exhausted  tlto- 
ation  of  the  conntty  in  the  vioinily  of  Charleston, 
that  the  Executive  and  the  Legiilatore  foond  it 
eipedluit  to  send  a  distance  into  the  oountrj  to 
obt^  sarolies  for  themaelvea  and  the  refdRae 
&ml]iee  who  were  retnming  to  the  tatj  after 
the  evaenation :  in  foct  we  were  under  the  ne- 
oesrity  c^  taking  part  of  these  very  j^ovirionS) 
to  prerent  an  instantaneous  revolt. 

But  the  gentleman  (Ur.  Bouubot)  saya  that 
General  Greene's  private  JHendahip  for  Hajor 
Burnett,  who  had  beea  hie  aide-denaamp,  waa  a 
peculiar  inducement  for  his  mtering  into  that 
security,  and  that  Mqjor  Burnett  had  mortgaged 
an  island  to  General  Greene  aa  a  oollatenil  aa- 
onrity.    This,  indeed,  was  an  act  of  jvivate 
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ftiandibjp ;  bat  it  was  »  ■abaeqaenttmuaotion, 
■nd  nomyv  oonueotad  vrith  tcte  former,  nor  is 
it  unoQgst  tbe  durgee.  This  waaapriTBtepnr- 
eluM  by  H^jor  Bam«tt  from  Mr.  John  VQaoeD, 
k  geodeiiuui  well  koown  In  Sonth  OBTolina; 
•nd  it  voa  thonght  to  be  ii  very  advantageou 
porotuiae  for  U^or  Bontett  at  tbe  tune  it  was 
made,  (altboD^  it  has  tnrtied  ont  otherwlK,) 
bat  it  waa  nnrrnnirj  fof  bim  to  obtain  aeonritj, 
praTiotu  to  recriring  tilU*.  He  applied  to 
0«neral  Greene  to  beoome  hia  eecoritr  npon 
that  ocoaaon,  wtiioh  «aa  complied  wiui ;  and 
in  ttiat  act  he  oertunlj  displayed  a  superior  de- 
gree of  private  friendship,  and  meb  as  has  al- 


Uie  claim  now  under  consideration. 

The  danger  of  establishing  a  precedent  in  fta- 
tore,  nniapport«d  by  previoos  authority  obtained 
from  0(»igresa,  is  also  mentioned  as  an  ot^eotian. 
Ur.  ahunnsn,  there  never  can  be  any  danger 
<rf  drawing  this  oircnmstanoe  into  precedent; 
for  the  page  of  hishMy  never  did  before,  nor  I 
I>elieve  ever  wUl  again,  prodaee  a  nmilar  prece- 
dent, i.  A  an  army  fiunng  and  snrmonntinB  every 
difficulty  and  danger  through  a  long  and  bloody 
ccmtoet,  badly  clothed  and  worse  paid,  and  fr»- 

anenOy  deetitnte  of  the  common  necessaries  of 
fe.  Sir,  it  is  for  the  honor  of  General  Greene 
that  we  contend ;  and  I  am  warranted  in  assert- 
ing, that  he  was  not  interested  in  the  contract 
of  Mr.  Banks,  otherwise  than  from  the  pure  and 
yiitnooa  moUvee  of  serving  and  saving  his  conn- 
toy.  I  therefore  feel  myself  interested,  and 
bound  in  honor  to  support  and  defend  the  ohar- 
aoter  of  my  departed  friend,  and  to  demand  this 
olaim  OS  a  matter  of  rif/ht,  and  not  of  graet ; 
and  I  have  a  confidence  that  the  candor  and 
Jostice  of  this  ooramittee  will  induce  them  to 
adopt  tbe  principles  of  tbe  reeolutionB  submitted 
to  tJieir  consideration. 

Mr.  SuMTBu. — With  respect  to  the  reaoln- 
tion  as  it  now  stands,  I  feel  myself  obliged  to 
oppose  it.  Nothing  that  has  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  'Wi.tnb)  has  con- 
vinced me  that  the  measure  is  proper  or  Just. 
It  is  neoesaary  to  be  cantioiis  in  tbe  manner  of 
diicns^g  a  matter  of  so  mnch  delicacy.  I 
rise,  not  to  moke  any  painted  objections  that 
can  in  any  degree  ii^nre  the  reputation  of  the 
officer,  whose  abilities  I  respect,  or  to  hnrt  tbe 
feelings  of  his  funily  or  connections.  I  suppose 
that  no  gentleman  will  decide  in  favor  of  the 
reeotution  without  examining  the  merits  of  the 
cue.  The  committee  will  have  that  informa- 
tion which  they  shall  deem  to  be  reqnialte 
the  oQoaaion.  I  am  sorry  to  differ  in  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  am  there- 
fore disposed  to  make  sacrifices  of  my  own  f^ ' 
inga  of  past  injuries,  and  will  not  snffer  them 
warp  my  judgment,  but  will  endeavor  to  decide 
inonnformity  with  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  and  in  particnlor 
of  the  district  which  1  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
tem,  Jn  going  into  the  investigation  of  this 
matter,  I  will  give  my  reasons  why  I  do  not 


think  tbe  oountry,  althoogh  in  extreoie  iSdiM, 
was  in  that  deplorable  ritnation  which  hai  bca 
represented ;  neither  was  ite  credit  reduced  « 
low  bat  that  relief  ml^t  have  been  obtiised, 
and  that  so  small  an  army  mi^t  har«  bw 
aooommodated,  had  a  proper  apphoatiwi  tiM 
made  in  time  to  the  Government  Th«  gwtle- 
man  mnst  therefore  be  mistaken  instatingiiicH 
cnronmstancee;  for  if  the  proper  doenmcntik 
eiammed,  it  will  ^>pear  that  the  army  recMial 
very  ample  sapplieB  frtmi  <i»  same  sonroe,  mu 
months  previous  to  the  contract  made  bjKr. 
Banks,  which  mnst  have  been  in  Novembtf, « 
early  in  December,  and  previous  to  the  evtnt- 
tion  of  Charleston.  Whether  it  was  b^ts  to 
adopt  the  means  used  by  General  Oieeoe,  cr 
those  within  the  power  of  the  Govemiaent,  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  determine;  bntlhiTtiH 
doubt  that  the  Government  poeaeeeed  both  lb 
and  the  inclination  to  find  snppUta.  nt 
contract  was  first  made  by  Banks  in  IfoTenlicr 
or  December,  and  General  Grewe  did  not  t»- 
oome  the  guarantee  nntil  the  April  foUoviii; 
whether  there  were  any  reasons  for  preftnag 
this  mode  to  that  of  an  application  to  Gorcn- 
ment,  will  perhiq»  appear  in  tbe  conne  of  die 
investigation, 

Mr.  Chairman,  this  contract  has  been  vaA 
ered  to  have  operated  rather  as  a  miBforaia^ 
althongh  it  may  have  afforded  a  temptra?  n- 
lief ;  it  waa  the  oooa^on  of  much  eomrJuit, 
vexation,  and  distmst,  rather  than  of  orawil* 
tion ;  and  that  this  discontent  ran  through  w 
army  is  within  the  knowle^  of  ssveral  oO*' 
whose  namea  could  be  mentioned.  It  is  tbtf*- 
fore  neoessajy  to  bring  the  matter  into  tbe  W 
—  iw  of  the  committee,  and  to  have  rww* 
the  files  of  the  public  offices,  before  we  igne 
to  the  resolution  on  the  table.  At  Ihesw* 
time,  it  is  my  wncere  wish  to  render  jnaiw  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased  in  every  ressoMW 
accommodation;  but  it  does  not  ^pesr  lotM 
that  the  family  is  reduced  to  that  diBigrwaw 
sitnation  which  has  been  repreeantei.  l"' 
large  grants  that  have  been  made  by  tbe  BtitH 
of  QooiBin,  North  and  South  Carolina,  we  wl 
in  tbe  possesion  of  the  heirs  of  the  de«*M. 
and  I  have  been  informed  fliat  a  gendemtt 
offered  ^30,000  for  that  granted  bj  Norti  (*»- 
lina,  so  late  as  last  summer;  oather  hiw  ' 
heard  that  any  distress  has  been  levied  uptf 
any  of  tbeae  estates,  or  that  they  are  »  b"* 
affected,  in  reality,  bot  that  the  olainw  n** 
against  them  are  rather  of  a  nominal  and  n*"^ 
ary  nature.  But  admitting  that  General  GrtM" 
was  security  for  the  United  SUtes,  sod  thrt  iM 
operation  had  been  beneficial,  (which  I  «"/j 
does  it  appear  that  exeoudons  have  been  l«i» 
to  any  oonsiderBble  amount,  or  to  such  an  ew" 
as  to  justify  the  present  application!  ToW" 
does  not  ^pear  this  has  been  the  case,  neiuw 
do  I  believe  that  the  estate  has  been  redooeti « 
the  manner  represented;  and,  whilst  l»J'r. 
honestly  and  sincerely  hope  it;  under  wU" 
■      '      a  never  accede  to  the  iW"*" 


.  Goot^lc 
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Hr.  WiDBWOBTH. — The  gsDtlem&n  last  up  hu 
nid  Dunf  things  to  wa  utterly  n&intelli^ble, 
ud  othare  which  directlj  militate  witii  what 
bu  been  laid  \)j  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 
He  has,  however,  declared  that  no  real  or  gop- 
poced  peraonal  ii^ory  shall  ioflaenoe  him  in  giv- 
log  bis  opinion  or  vote.  I  bope,  or,  he  will  not 
now  fed  or  resent  those  real  or  rapposed  injn- 
riM  I  do  believe  they  an  not  real ;  and  from 
mj  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  General 
Qreene,  I  had  good  opportnnitj  to  know  him ; 
a  better  man  I  never  did  know.  That  he  bad 
enemiefl  i»  not  to  l>e  wondered  at ;  the  nature 
of  his  command  to  the  southward  was  impor- 
tant critical  and  difScnlt,  aod  he  might  be  oon- 
itriiiied  to  do  things  that  neoeaaitj  onlj  would 
joftiiy.  If  be  haa  injnrftd  any  man,  he  has 
itoned  for  it;  neither  the  toogoe  nor  pen  of 
malic«  have  been  abib  to  affix  a  stigma  oa  his 
ehancter.  If  I  ever  knew  a  man  whoee  heart  was 

Cand  withoat  goile,  it  was  General  Greene, 
be  bad  enemiea;  no  man  deserved  them  so 
Bttle.  Kore  honest  fame  la  due  to  no  man. 
And  if  his  fbrtooe  is  to  be  sacriflced,  and  his 
funilr  b^Kared,  it  is  a  oonsolatioa  that  his  good 
name  willbat  for  ever.  Being  one  of  his  exec- 
stor^  I  know  something  of  his  a&in ;  but  it 
was  with  reluctance  I  rose,  as  my  attadiments 
to  him  and  ooocera  for  his  ftmily  rendw  it  ex- 
tremelf  difficult  for  me  to  entv  on  the  sabjeot. 
The  gentleman  bora  Sonth  Carolina  has  told  na 
be  is  acqaainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  estates 
in  the  C^rolinos,  and  baa  said  tbej  ue  without 
iBj  eieootjona  ag^nst  them,  the  bonda  on  good 
mdit,  and  the  fiunily  in  no  danger  of  povertj, 
Ac  I  can  hardly  allow,  sir,  that  be  is  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ^airs  of  General  Greene,  eren  in 
Booth  (WoliDS  and  Georgia ;  but  if  be  is,  I  will 
■k  Itim  if  he  doee  not  know  that  all  the  negroes 
from  the  South  Carolina  estate  are  sold,  and 
that  the  land  b  totally  unprodndivet  that  Hr. 
Batkdge  has  prevented  eiecntiona  from  taking 
the  Qeorgia  estate  by  his  personal  interference  t 
that  ail  the  estates  in  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Jersey  are  sold)  and  that  the  hope  of  thejns- 
tiee  we  now  ask  for  has  delayed  the  sale  of  all 
the  rest,  to  satisiy  his  creditors — his  Southern 
oeditont 

The  proo&  and  documents  alluded  to  by  the 
geoUeman  (Ur.  Soiiteb)  have  been  before  Oon- 
gnss  for  several  yean,  and  the  friends  and  ex- 
Mnttnv  of  General  Greene  have  challenged  his 
(Kmies,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  to  disprove 
tbMn ;  and  1  hope  no  dda;  will  now  take  place. 
Hw  subject  is  folly  before  GoDgrees.  I  hope 
^atiee  will  be  done  to  the  widow  and  orphsns 
cf  the  late  General  Greene,  and  that  the  inveatigft- 
iMn  will  now  be  finished,  Ida  honest  fiune  ^- 
dicated  and  established,  and  his  bmily  saved 
ftmi  the  mln  that  awaits  them, 

Hr.  HaKiLETj  in  siroport  of  1&.  Wayux's 
B)ctk»,  obeerved,  that  be  lud  paid  some  atten- 
lioo  to  the  report  and  the  doomnenta  referred  to 
Mt,  aa  irell  aa  the  ol))ectioni  made  to  the  reso- 
RrtiQiu  nndar  oondderatiuL  Hany  of  the  ob- 
jMioo^  said  be,hSiTB  boon  anawered  bj  gentto- 


[H.  or  B. 

who  were  nearer  to  the  scene  of  aotton 
than  myself;  I  shall  strive  to  obviate  othera. 
The  mode  of  oondnctiog  our  affairs  In  Bontii 
Carolina  does  not  seem  to  liave  been  agrteable 
to  the  genQeman  opposite  to  me  fi^  Uiit 
Btate,  (mi.  BnvnK,)  and  be  expresses  his  hif^ 
disapprobali<»i  of  many  parta  of  it.  When  I 
disagree  with  that  gentleman,  I  do  it  with  grwt 
reluctance;  for  no  one  on  tb!a floor  haa a  greater 
remMct  for  him  than  myself.  In  a  hanvdons 
and  difficult  dtnatiOD,  or  in  carrying  on  war,  or 
even  in  great  political  questions,  the  best  friends 
may  differ  in  the  mode  of  conducting  them ;  and 
it  has  too  fr^nently  h^jpeoed,  that  soch  difibr- 
ence  hss  tended  to  lessen  the  friendahip  which 
formerly  existed.  Upon  the  whole,  onr  arms  to 
the  southward  were  crowned  with  snccen;  wo 
must  presome  the  means  generally  osed  were 
right  If  Bttpplies  coold  have  been  ftinuahod  I7 
the  State  of  Bonlh  Oarcdina,  it  is  a  {dty  they 
were  not  granted,  I  say,  it  Is  posrihle  General 
Greene  might  have  puTsned  a  diSlerwit  mode  to 
obtdn  oloUiing  and  provisions.  He  did  noL 
He  was  of  opinion  no  other  plana  could  havo 
been  soooessnilly  followed  but  those  which  wen 
adopted.  The  idea  of  his  being  a  partner  with 
Banks  k  Co.,  seems  to  be  given  up  by  the  op* 
podtioD.  The  mere  inrinoation  of  Mr,  Banks 
snd  some  others  can  have  no  Inflnence  sfninst 
such  a  cloud  of  evidence  and  dooomenlB.  Theea 
are  so  strong  for  the  General,  that  they  would 
woil  conviction  on  the  greatest  infidel.  I  shall 
barely  advert  to  a  part  m  them,  as  mentitmed  in 
the  report,  and  <»l  this  head  give  a  tew  observa- 
tionsofmyown.  And,  first,  the  a|iplioation  to 
the  Legidatore  of  Sonui  OaroUna,  in  order  to 
create  a  oompeUtion:  Hadhe  beeneoDcemedas 
a  partDw,  or  intMided  to  be  so,  do  oompeUtion 
tltfough  that  channel  would  have  been  proposed. 
If  he  was  to  be  a  partner,  the  more  secret  the 
transaction,  the  hi(^er  the  advantage.  TIm 
bond  of  indemnity  to  General  Greeny  oatha  of 
Banks  and  Hunter,  certificate  from  H^to^  Fot- 
eyih,  Nathaniel  Pendleton's  oath,  Ohariea  OL 
Hnokney's  oath,  (now  Governor  of  South  Oaio> 
lina,)  and  the  cwtifleates  of  the  two  ChanceiDorB 
of  Booth  Oarolina,  who  were  both  high  In  the 
Exeoudve,  when  these  tranaaetionB  should  have 
bsftpened.  Besides,  dr,  if  we  ocmdder  how 
many  partner*  there  were  oonoemed  with  Baoka 
intbe&fitoenttransactiona,  bad  General  Greene 
been  one  of  Uie  oompauy,  it  most  hmg  aineo 
have  been  maui&sted  to  the  world.  The  aecrrt 
could  not  have  been  kept;  nor  oan  we  poasihl]' 
think  that  General  Greens,  who  was  nndonbt«dly 
a  man  of  nnderstanding,  would  have  ezpreaaed 
himself  in  the  manner  he  has  dcme,  In  the  doM 
of  his  letter  fr^Mn  Newport,  dated  the  Mtli  of 
Angost,  lT8t>,  had  he  been  a  partner.  He  saya 
tbera,  "  Thns  have  I  given  your  Exoellmoy  a 
short  narration  of  the  origin  and  sitution  ni 
this  matter,  and  have  only  to  add  aa  this  aob- 


Jeot,  that  I  never  heddaivot 
tka  with  the  emnpany,  other  than  what  OMioem- 
ed  the  public,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or 
ever  rwefvad  oi»  fkrtbing  pnAt  or  MnolnrnMi^ 
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or  the  promiBe  of  an;  one  from  th«m ;  and  my 
bond  of  md«niihy  eiptcnly  dedares  that  I  hate 
no  interest,  ommeotion,  or  oawoem,  in  the  debts 
for  wliich  I  became  bound,  all  yihitii  I  am  wil- 
ling to  verify'  cm  oath."  Would  he  hare  pledged 
hii  honor,  hie  reputation,  had  he  been  inter- 
eatedf  Na  it  is  imponible  t  He  woold  have 
been  nlent  had  he  been  a  onliwit,  and  not  have 
challeoMd  the  wodd,  aa  the  power  of  deteotioD 
woold  have  laid  with  so  manf ,  and  the  shaft 
of  env;  alwm  ready.  I  hope  eiTeej  man  mnst 
be  latJaSed  that  tb«  General  wa*  no  partner. 

The  great  p(^ta  of  oonteet  before  the  oom- 
mittee  seem  now  to  be — 

1st.  Did  the  General  enter  into  these  engage- 
ments out  (rf  peivonal  regard  to  individn^ 
withont  a  view  to  the  poblia  intereett 

Sdly.  Waa  not  the  good  of  the  pnblio  his 
principal  oUeott 

Sdly.  TTndw  all  oironmatoncM^  ahonld  not  hii 
estate  be  indemnified  t 

As  to  the  first,  I  oannot  think  that  the  Gene- 
ral, ont  of  mere  personal  regard  to  indiridnals, 
without  a  view  to  the  pnblio  good,  wonld  h«ve 
been  baiL  He  had  been  eeteemed  a  man  ot 
prndence,  and  vaa  not  a  person  of  large  fortune. 
How  wonld  he  embarrass  his  fiunily  and  propr- 
erty  in  inch  engagements  I  Who,  nnder  mere 
motJTee  of  frien^ip,  would  have  done  so! 
The  snm  was  too  IsJ^;  he  had  no  interest 
He  got  no  goods  or  money  for  himuU  He 
might  have  had  a  favorable  opinion  of  some  of 
the  ocHnpany,  bnt  his  reeponability  lAs  beoome 
neoenar?  inth  a  view  to  the  pnhlio  good. 

As  to  the  second,  pnblio  good  must  have  been 
his  prinrapal  object.  The  oontraots  before  made 
wonld  not  have  been  carried  into  ezeontioo, 
withont  the  aid  of  the  oontract,  for  which  the 
indemnity  was  made  in  AftU,  1768.  A  great 
many  artiolea  were  abaolotely  necessary  to  the 
army;  they  were  connected  with  others;  the 
neoMaarles  eonld  not  at  that  oiitioal  period,  or 
f>r  the  motoent,  be  obtained  daewhere.  The 
merchants,  as  I  nnderstand,  insisted  upon  two 
oonditiou  bdiiffe  they  wonld  deliver  the  goods : 
1st,  that  all  the  goods  ahonld  go  together;  2d, 
that  the  oommanding  officer  should  beoome  se- 
enrity.  There  was  a  neoeedty  for  an  odditiotial 
OBpilol  to  ftirnish  the  means  for  snpporting  the 
army;  and  as  most  of  the  goods  were  nseftl 
and  neoeseary,  the  residne  might  be  di^Kised  of 
to  the  beat  advantage  and  tiio  money  srimng 
from  them  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
debt.  Pnblio  neoeesity  and  the  state  of  things 
would  oblige  the  General  to  agree  to  the  first 
oonditjon.  The  compUance  with  the  second 
condition  became  a  necessary  oonseqnenoe.  The 
General's  letter  from  Newport,  and  General 
Wayne's  o»tli,  Nathaniel  Pendleton's  oath,  and 
other  evideno^  prove  the  situation  of  the  army. 
As  to  the  third  point,  shonld  not  his  estate  be 
Indemnifiadt  'niroogh  his  seal  for  the  pnblio 
good,  he  has  nnfortonately  involved  his  estate 
m  diraoalty.  WhatevertheoondDctof  the  com- 
pany might  be,  the  creditors  were  not  to  be 
afieoted  ^ther  by  the  fraud  (w  fulnre  of  Banks 


and  the  pnrohasers.  General  Greene  was  Gt- 
ble.  The  General,  when  he  hears  <^  miscca- 
dact,  does  all  he  can  to  save  and  indemiu^ 
hirasialC  and  through  him  the  United  States 
E^nrities  were  taken  in  as  ample  a  numw  m 
they  oonld  be  obtained  from  the  ddluqnento; 
and  Gweral  Greene  never  wished  to  call  npoa 
the  public,  untdl  every  othw  means  failed.  So 
late  as  the  year  ITSfi  he  had  still  hopes  thvs 
wonld  be  no  Ion ;  bat  when  he  found  the  do- 
ger,  a  sense  of  daty  obliged  him  to  erase  for- 
ward to  save  himself  and  fiunily,  to  ask  the 
protection  of  the  poblic  to  indemnify  him  frca 
a  debt  that  he  had  oootraeted  to  save  an  anuj 
fhnn  mutiny  and  disbandiw ;  to  protect  a  ootm- 
t^  which  otherwise  would  have  been  erpoeed. 
Uxny  exntioDs  had  he  to  make  to  feed  the 
hongry  and  cover  the  naked-  were  not  thess 
for  the  piblio  good,  and  shall  his  private  prop- 
erty snffert  Shall  his  family  l>e  rednced  to 
be^ary,  be  stripped  of  tbeir  sll,  to  dischar^ 
what  the  United  States  are  in  honor  and  m 
Justice  boond  to  pay  t 

Betroq>eotive  laws,  to  afibct  rights  attacked, 
ought  never  to  para;  but  laws  have  freqaently 
be^  enacted  to  indemnify  persona  for  a  cco- 
dnot,  though  not  strictly  legal,  yet  founded  oa 
the  spedaloircametaDoegirf  the  case — thesafo^ 
or  honor  of  a  nation  or  sjmy,  where  the  ccm- 
etitntional  anthority  oontd  not  come  fbnrard  in 
time.  Such  was  the  treaty  or  system  fiwrned 
bv  the  I>nke  of  Marlboroogh  and  the  great  De 
Witt.  The  Dutch,  instead  of  punicjiing  thdr 
minister,  approved  the  measure;  it  evaitoallT 
tended  to  the  safety  and  honor  of  the  alli«& 
The  individual  who  nndertakes  risks  for  ia 
country's  good,  a  magnanimoua  Govemmeot 
will  always  sonctiiy.  We  should  oon^der  the 
ease  upon  substantisl  principles,  not  accta^Uu 
to  the  tetter,  not  act  as  the  Lacedtemonians  ^ 
to  one  of  their  leaders;  they  fined  him  Ibr 
the  infringement  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  yet 
for  the  same  act  rewarded  the  hero  with  a  gar- 
land. The  fine  here  mius  the  General's  estate, 
and  the  gvland  alone,  I  fear,  in  this  oonntry, 
will  not  ^ve  his  children  bread  or  ft  becomiog 
edncotion. 

In  our  late  contest,  the  oomnion  Tnatima  (tf 
old  nations  could  not  always  be  adhered  to. 
We  were  obliged  to  act  according  to  em^gea- 
oies.  In  the  esse  of  General  Greene,  he  seenM 
to  have  intended  tix  the  besL  He  helped  to 
serve  and  save  a  oountry.  His  merit  stands 
high  indeed.  I  need  not  repeat  the  nomber  of 
his  great  and  glorious  actions,  which  mark  him 
the  General  and  the  hero.  His  name  will  be 
handed  down  with  honor  to  snccee^n^  ages. 

Under  oil  circomstanoes,  T  think  hu  estate 
shonld  be  indemnified.  If  the  oommittM  do 
not  like  the  whole  of  the  resolution,  let  then 
be  a  division,  as  proposed  by  one  of  the  gentie- 
men  from  Booth  Carolina;  though  I  should 
think  we  might  safely  vote  for  the  whiJe  of  ths 
resolution,  and  let  the  bill  make  any  other  pio- 


Mr.  1ms,  Ur.  Basvwsu,  Mr,  Watbx,  and 
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ICr.  Bonssi,  B.  I.,  apoko  in  &ror  of  agreeUig 
to  ti»  reaolDtions,  and  Ur.  itxoon  and  Ur. 
Stdmh  against  the  motion,  Ur.  Sitiitbk 
doed  the  debate  in  Bondry  remarks  on  extraote 
from  letten  wrote  hj  Oeneral  GreeDe  dnrinff 
tbe  lite  war,  Inoertea  in  Gordon's  Historj  ttf 
the  Amuiean  Revolution,  which  extraota  oon- 
taia  mi&vorable  reflectiona  on  the  militia  of 
South  Carolioa,  and  tbe  patriotism  of  the  in- 
hiUtinta  of  that  SUte.  Tbeee  reflwtdons,  Ur. 
BncTiB  aud,  were  gross  oalanmiea  on,  and 
mur^resentations  of  (he  oharaoter  of  that  peo- 
jie,  whioh  he  sud  were  invalidated  by  fikota 
that  at  that  time  took  place,  and  bv  the  general 
tenor  of  the  condnct  of  Sooth  Oarouna  thioi^^- 
oat  the  vhole  oontse  of  the  war. 

UoOTiAT,  Jaanarj  S8. 
Petition  cif  Catharint  Qrttne. 

The  order  of  the  day  bmng  called  for,  on  the 
nport  of  &e  Seoretarr  of  the  Treaanr;  on  the 
pMitlon  of  Catharine  Qre^ie,  several  members 
olfected  to  taking  np  this  snbjeot,  being  of  a 
priTate  nature,  while  matters  of  tbe  greatest 
pvblio  importance  demand  the  immediate  at- 
tootioD  of  CoDgrees.  The  qneation  being  taken, 
flw  motioQ  for  going  into  Committee  of  the 
Vbole  was  carried,  21  to  16 ;  and  Hr.  I^tkk- 
MBi  took  the  chair. 

After  coodderable  debatA,  the  qneetioo  was 
Ht  for  agreeing  to  the  first  reecdatioD,  in  the 
mlowiiig  words : 

BmlKd,  ti  the  opinkia  of  this  oooiBince,  That 
tkt  HWa  at  the  late  Uiyor  Gflmral  Qreaae  ought  tn 
U  iademiufitd  fbr  the  eng!^[«ment«  sntend  into  bj 
Ikit  QeDarsl,  with  certain  penoni  in  tbe  StMe  of 
SmA  Carolina,  for  the  pnipon  ct  obtaiiune  nqiplies 
t*  dM  Ami7  at  tbe  Uidted  St&te^  DUder  bia  can- 
Mad,  in  the  Tear  1788. 

Vhich  was  negatived,  28  to  26. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Ohurman 
npirted  that  the  Oommittee  of  the  whole  Honse 
ai  bad  under  consideraUon  a  reporii  of  the 
Secntarj  of  the  Treasnrv  on  tlte  petition  of 
Oslharina  Greene,  and  had  come  to  no  Twda- 
SoDthere<m. 

Hz.  MiooN  then  moved  that  the  Ccnnmittee 
'i  tbe  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  any 
hither  prooeedings  rai  the  sabjeot;  wliich  mo- 
lioa  was  agreed  to. 

Vr.  BouRNK  then  bid  on  tbe  table  a  resola- 
Im  tot  referring  the  Seoretarf's  Keport,  to- 
K«tlier  with  Urs.  Greene's  petition,  and  the 
^Dochera  acoompanjing  it,  to  a  select  oommit- 
ttfii  with  inatmotion  to  inqnire  into  tbe  &ota 
wbich  rendered  it  necessanr  for  General  Greene 
to  become  aecorit;  to  Banks  &  Co.,  and  tbe  na^ 
bu^  oircDmstanoea,  and  amount  of  tbe  origiDel 
wbt,  and  the  obligation  entered  into  by  Gen- 
ml  Greene  flir  payment  thereof;  with  an  ao- 
flwrnt  of  the  moneys  or  ooUateral  security  re- 
nifed  by  the  obligeee,  or  by  General  Greene 
a  bis  lifetime,  or  nig  repreeent^tives  since  Ma 
wUh,  la  part  thereof;  and  the  eventual  loas 
"uch  bia  estate  will  ensbun  In  oonseqnenoe  oi 


the  said  secorities;  and  after  ^^TBTT'inlng  all  the 
dicomatanoea  and  snoh  further  evidence  as  may 
be  offered  relative  to  the  transaction,  to  report 
their  opinion  thereoa  to  the  House. 

TsumDAT,  January  36. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  aaoertiun  and  r^olate 
the  olaima  to  half-pay  and  tq  invalid  pension! 
was  read  the  Ihird  time  and  passed. 
iVotaeftm  qf  th»  ^ivntier*. 

The  House  resolved  itoelf  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  whole  Honse  on  tbe  bill  for  mitklng  tar- 
ther  and  more  effectual  provigion  fbr  the  Pro- 
tection of  the  Frontiers  of  the  United  Statce. 

A  motion  being  made  to  strike  oat  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  contemplates  the  r^^ 
Ing  of  three  additional  regiments  of  tnfimtiT' 
and  a  sqnadron  of  light  dragoons,  amounting  in 
all  to  three  thousand  and  forty  men,  exclusive 
of  oommisnoned  officers — 

It  was  urged  In  &Tor  of  the  motion,  that  the 
Indian  war,  in  which  the  United  States  are  at 
present  Involved,  waa,  In  Its  origin,  aa  ni^nstly 
undertaken  as  It  has  since  been  nnwiaely  and 
nnsnoceaaflilly  conducted ;  that  depredations  bed 
been  committed  by  the  whitee  as  well  as  by  the 
Indiana ;  and  the  whitee  were  most  probably 
the  a^ressors,  as  thev  frequently  made  en- 
croaobmente  on  the  Indian  landsj  whereas  tbe 
Indians  showed  no  inclination  to  obtain  posM»- 
sion  of  our  territory,  or  even  to  make  tempo- 
rary Invasions,  until  urged  to  It  by  a  sense  at 
their  wrongs.  A  proof  of  this  unencroaohing 
dispodtion  on  their  part  pl^nly  appeared  In 
their  conduct,  after  the  viatoir  th^  latelj  ob- 
tained over  our  troops ;  for,  when  flnshed  witb 
sncoeas,  they  might  have  swept  tbe  oountiy  he- 
fore  them,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  Kttabnrg, 
they  contented  tbemselvee  with  the  advantage 
they  had  g^ed  over  their  invader^  and  did 
not  attempt  to  invade  our  territories  in  retom, 
althoQgh  there  was  nowhere  at  hand  a  sufficient 
force  to  check  their  career. 

The  mode  of  treating  the  Indiana  In  general 
was  reprobated  as  onwiae  and  impoBtto.  ^e 
Indians  are  with  difHculty  to  be  reduced  by  the 
sword,  but  may  easily  be  g^ed  by  jastlceand 
moderation  ;*  and,  althoiu^h  their  cruelties  are 
allied  as  reaaons  fbr  a  different  conduct,  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  white  people  pathetically 


■  Th«  ciM  of  F«ui>t1tu1i  gosg  &r  to  maUiu  (hi*  titw. 
TIm  poller  tf  Wmiun  P*BB  w«  thit  gf  jutlsa  ud  houta. 
Lt7  to  th»  IndLau,  ksd  hla  eolanj  wm  louff  «CAEtipt  frqm  Iti 
alunltf  of  Bng*  iviOlitj.  It  hid  bMn  HtU^  mtalj 
,   .  "idUnklltad  OMoffto 


nelghboriUf  ptorlan.  Bneh  i 
tlm«,  *od  Willi*  all  th*  otbar  eolonlH  wen  iBTolvtd  la  IB> 
dliB  wBi  ftom  UHb  Hrij  MUcaMat,  »UIa  ao  boaonlil*  to 
Fuu'i  (anrDDMntudta  Um  U 


lyGoot^lc 
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deplomt,  tiMM  aMmUrtA,  It  wm  Hud,  u 
Mt  but  Ml  port*  erldHioe — we  hear  noulii 
the  snfferings  of  the  DadisiM— bot  if  Oorni 
tar'*  qieeoh  wen  read,  ft  wcnld  set  the  mattor 
tn  a  yerj  different  point  of  riew,  and  ftarnith  a 
oomplete  answer  to  all  the  ohargof  of  thdr  ao- 
cnaera. 

Paaoe,  it  was  Mid,  maj  be  obt^ned  from  the 
Indian  tribea  at  a  moch  f«sg  expense  than  would 
be  neoiwary  for  die  support  of  the  war.  To 
perMvere  in  hoatiltti«a  wonld  be  waadns  tLe 
pablio  mone;  to  a  werj  bad  purpoN  indeed ; 
for,  snppoting  onr  arma  crowned  with  Tlotory, 
what  are  the  adTantaKes  we  ma^  expect  to  reap 
frcMn  oor  snoeeMt  We  oanonl^gaia  poasa  ' 
of  their  lands— a  posseMitai  that  mtut  long 
tinne  nnprodiiotive  of  the  amalleet  beneS  , 
we  alPBady  possesB  land  enffioient— more,  in 
bot,  than  we  will  be  aUe  to  oultirate  for  a 
tnrj  to  oome. 

Instead  of  being  ambitions  to  extend 
bonudjuiea,  it  wodd  answer  a  much  better  na- 
tional purpose  to  check  the  roring  dispoutic 


Western  wat«rB.  If  kept  oloaer  together,  and 
more  nearlr  ocameoted  with  the  old  tettlementa, 
titej  woold  be  more  naaftd  to  the  oommnni^ 
at  Urge,  and  wonld  not  so  freqnentl;  involTe 
OS  in  nnneocssnry  and  expensiye  wars  with  the 
Indians ;  bat  if  permitted  to  rove  at  pkasorej 
they  wni  keep  tlie  nation  embroiled  in  perpetual 
warfare  as  long  as  the  Indiana  have  a  single 
aere  of  gronnd  to  rest  npon. 

If  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  re- 
called within  their  proper  boondariea,  there 
they  might,  for  years  to  oome,  cnltivate  the 
soil  Id  peaoe,  ndther  invaded  nor  inTading.  As 
the  oonctry  progresses  in  popnlation,  and  onr 
limitB  are  found  too  narrow,  it  wilt  then  be  soon 
enoogh  to  contemplate  a  gradool  extendon  of 
onr  frontier ;  bnt,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is  an 
idle  profbsioa  of  blood  and  traanire  to  carry 
war  beyond  oar  preeent  line  of  fcols.  It  is  only 
exponng  onr  arms  to  diagraMh  betraying  onr 
own  weakness,  and  lessening  the  pnblic  confi- 
dence in  the  General  Qovemment,  to  send  forth 
■mdea  to  be  bntohered  in  the  forests,  while  we 
■offer  the  British  to  keep  poeseenon  of  the  posts 
within  our  territory. 

As  long  as  Britam  is  suffered  to  retain  these 
posts,  we  can  never  hope  to  soooeed  against  the 
Indians ;  nor  oogbt  we  to  traoe  onr  late  miaftv- 
tnne  to  any  other  soorce  than  her  still  holding 
them  in  her  possesion.  Were  they  in  our 
hands,  the  Indians  oonld  not  carry  on  their  ope- 
rations Rgtunst  m  with  the  same  decree  of  vinir 
as  they  now  do ;  for  it  is  from  thoee  forts  uat 
they  obtain  their  supplies  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, with  which  they  oan  be  at  all  times 
[dentifully  furnished,  as  long  as  things  otmtinne 
on  tbeir  present  Jboting. 

Until  those  posts  are  in  bar  possession,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  send  our  armies  into  the  wilder- 
ness. A  body  of  five  thousand  men,  sent  out 
against  the  Tn^iftna  under  the  preeent  cimni^ 


hav»  olrcAdy  j 
wilds,  OUT  troops  have  no  friend  at  hand  to  ftu^ 
nidk  them  with  supplies,  or  to  i^te  tbem  intsl- 
ligenoe  of  the  approach  and  operatJoos  of  tti 
enemy;  whereat,  the  Indians,  receiving  boft 
aid  and  information  frtxn  their  friendly  nsigt 
bors,  oan  pre«oaoert  their  plans,  ami  eboott, 
Bcomding  to  their  own  convenioioe,  the  plaa 
and  the  honr  of  attack,  as  thev  did  befbre. 

It  was  here  observed,  by  an  nonorable  gends- 
man  on  the  other  ride  of  the  qnestion,  that  we 
ought  undoubtedly  to  get  poaonosiMi  of  Ukm 
posts ;  and  that  we  mi^t  have  long  rinoe  ob- 
tained it,  if  we  hod  only  laid  a  masonaUe  <n- 
bargo  cm  all  the  British  shit^nug  in  onr  porta; 
thongh  he  donbted  whether  it  would  at  prcaent 
be  worth  while  to  take  snoh  a  step,  as  the  Eag- 
lish  have  lost  so  great  a  portion  of  our  conying 
trade,  in  consequence  of  the  additional  tconage 
laid  on  their  vessels. 

In  favor  of  the  motion,  it  was  fMber  nig«d, 


posing,  also,  that  the  national  honor  and  inlerMt 
colled  for  a  oontinuanoe  of  hostilities — yet,  is 
it  was  by  no  means  either  &eaeeBaiT  or  pni- 
dent  to  invade  the  Indian  t«rr)tory,  as  this  hsd 
been  attempted  In  two  snoceesiTe  campoiga^  and 
tlie  event  had,  in  both  Instances,  been  soeh  is 
to  afford  no  very  flattering  proqwct  fhnn  a  tluid 
expedition  of  the  same  Und,  it  was  thongbt 
mnoh  more  advisobk  to  content  onrselves  whh 
defoo^ng  the  frontier ;  and  this  might  be  dene 
without  Toafcing  so  great  an  angmentUicxi  in 
the  military  establishment. 

The  only  nse  of  regular  troops  on  the  frootia' 
is  to  garrison  the  forts,  and  to  have  a  standiBg 
fbrce  in  the  nei^borhood  to  fbnn  a  station,  to 
which  tlie  militia  may  resort  either  for  protee- 
tion  or  supplier;  bnt  as  to  active  service,  the 
frontier  mititia  and  rangers  were  pronounoed  to 
be  by  fsr  preferable  to  the  regular  troops,  ss 
being  more  expert  woodsmen,  «ad  better  hslMl- 
nated  to  the  Indian  mode  <k  firiiting.  To  de- 
fend the  forte,  a  small  nnmbw  <n  regidars  woald 
be  snffldent.  The  present  establishment  of  two 
regiments  wonld,  if  oompleted,  be  amply  ade- 
quate to  the  purpose,  and,  when  assisted  by 
EQoh  foroee  as  might  at  all  times  be  ocdlected  on 
the  frontier,  would  be  able  to  repel  every  in- 
road of  the  enemy. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  sadden  and 
desultory  attacks  of  the  frontier  militia  and  ran- 
gers are  ever  attended  with  better  suooev  then 
Uie  methodical  <^>erations  of  a  regular  fbroe. 
The  farmer  ore  better  calculated  for  expedhkn 
and  surprise,  making  onexpeoted  salUee.  sootir- 
Ing  the  oonntty  in  email  bo^es,  haraa^ng  the 
Indians,  and  intercepting  their  strag^gputie^ 
bywh<anth^motionsareonobwrved;  whereas, 
when  a  body  trf  regnlan  take  the  field,  encum- 
bered with  Mggage  and  heavy  ortilleTy,  tlie  un- 
avoidable slowness  of  thnr  movements  aSbrda 
the  enemy  an  (mportunl^  at  watddng  all  their 
apnttaOBB,  oollMting  their  whd*  fiM^  and 
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dea  blow  which  thej  g«i>«rall7  do  vitli  coooeM, 
bnt  which  tbef  could  nevar  attempt  if  «xpoeed 
everjr  lioor  to  the  miforaseeu  attaoka  of  oar 
woodsmen,  who  would  keep  their  attention 
coostaut^  engaged  in  all  qnartera,  and  thai 
pKTent  them  from  uniting  in  large  bodies. 

It  was  further  obaerred  bj  gome  geotlomen, 
who  even  Admitted  the  proprietj  of  invading 
the  Indian  territorj,  tbaL,  to  effect  this  with 
ntooeaa,  it  was  b?  no  meanf  neceesar^  to  make 
anch  an  increase  in  the  military  wttJjliahineDt 
as  that  oontdmplated  in  the  bilL  The  misoar- 
riMe  of  the  former  eipeditiooB  oould  not  (thej 
aaid)  be  alleged  as  a  sufBcient  reason ;  for  it  ia 
well  known  that  the  former  eetablisbnient  wu 
fax  from  being  oomi^t«.  The  regulars  intend- 
ed for  the  MTvice  of  the  last  campaign  were  to 
have  been  above  two  thonsand  two  hnndred ; 
tbo  Freeident  was,  beeides,  empowered  to  r^se 
two  thoDsandflve  hnndred  levies,  in  addition  to 
the  regolars ;  and  these  would,  together,  have 
ooDstitaled  an  arm;  of  about  fbnr  thooaand 
aeren  hundred  men.  Had  saoh  a  bodj  been 
amplojed,  we  might  reosonabljr  have  expected 
mnoh  better  aucoess  against  the  Indians,  whose 
nonibers  were  so  CaruifeTior ;  the  whole  force 
of  the  Wabash  tribes  not  amonntiog  to  above 
eleTen  or  twelva  hondced  warriors,  who  never 
flcmld  keep  the  field  for  anv  length  of  time,  but 
mnst  be  soon  obliged  to  maperge,  without  ven- 
toring  an  attaek  npon  an  armf  of  anch  supe- 
rior str«ngtii. 

Instead  of  this,  our  army  consisted  of  odj 
abont  twelve  hundred  men,  and  of  these  not 
above  four  or  five  hundred  were  r^^lar  troops ; 
beeidee,  had  even  this  foroe  be^  sofBoient,  if 
emplojed  in  season,  the  delara  that  had  taken 
plaoe  in  the  execution  of  the  plan  would  alone 
Wre  been  sufficient  to  defeat  the  intended  pnr- 
poMb  During  the  winter,  the  law  wee  fisssed 
n^  raising  the  additicmal  troops  for  oarrvmg  on 
the  war  with  greater  vigor.  The  whole  sum- 
nter  was  spent  in  the  boMneee,  and  the  few  men 
tbat  we  did  enlist  were  not  r^sed  till  late  In 
the  foil.  Oolleoted  at  length  at  the  head  of  the 
Ohio,  thev  trnitleml;  loitwed  away  thw  time, 
till  they  finally  erected  a  monnmentto  our  eter- 
nal di^raoe  and  inihmy. 

Whatever  troops  are  to  be  employed,  onght  to 
be  raised  with  diligence  and  de^atch,  u  we 
will)  to  avirid  a  aimilar  miscarriage  id  our  next 
attempt.  The  army  ought  not  to  enter  the  In- 
dian country  till  their  whole  foroe  ia  complete. 
IMfflcnlties,  however,  and  delay,  eqnal  to  those 
ot  last  year,  may  be  expected  in  enlistdng  the 
mm ;  and  w«  shall  have  the  officers  in  pay  a 
eonaiderable  time  without  any  aoldiers.  Fer- 
ham  the  former  pay  of  the  troops  was  too  low, 
and  proper  effective  men  were  unwiUing  to  ae- 
eept  of  It ;  if  so,  let  it  be  raised,  let  the  men  be 
well  clothed  and  led,  and  they  will  more  readily 
engage  in  the  service.  Probably,  also,  the  term 
of  tJiree  years  was  an  otiJeotion  with  many,  who 
would  otherwise  have  Jdned  our  standard.    " 


enlisted  txily  for  dx  mtnths,  the  ranks  wffl  be 
sooner  filled;  and  this  ooght  to  have  oonrider- 
able  weight  with  those  who  advocate  the  an^^ 
mentation  of  the  militair  establishment,  as  they 
cannot  but  know  thi^  if  we  set  about  enlistiiK 
the  number  of  men  ooutemplated  in  the  Wi, 
and  in  the  manner  there  prescribed,  they  can- 
not be  raised  time  enough  to  render  any  service 
in  the  next  campaign. 

The  information  contuned  in  the  report  cm 
the  table  was  not,  it  was  said,  to  be  implicidy 
relied  on.  That  report  was  made  by  a  man 
who  had  not  personally  visited  the  frontier. 
Others,  who  had  been  on  the  spot,  were  of 
opinion  that,  if  two  thousand  levies  had  been 
rused  last  year,  they  wonid  have  been  sufficient, 
not  only  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  but 
even  for  any  offensive  operations  that  might 
have  been  thought  necessary.  Bnch  troops 
collected  in  the  vicinity,  are  more  competent  to 
indertakiiig  than  the  troops  now  in  oon- 
jlation.  No  complaint  had  been  made  of 
their  conduct.  Whenever  they  were  tried,  they 
behaved  as  well  as  the  regulars,  and,  in  the  ac- 
tion under  General  St.  (fiair,  uiey  gave  eqoal 
proofe  of  their  valor, 

'''  was  Airther  aroed,  that  the  frontier  militia 
lot  only  equal,  bat  infinitely  saperi  or  to  any 
regnlar  troope  whatever,  for  the  defence  of  the 
borders,  and  that  they  are,  in  tHot,  the  only 
foroe  that  can  be  efiectually  employed  in  expe- 
ditions against  the  hostile  IndiEuu,  whose  mode 
of  flghtmg  is  fomiliar  to  them,  and  does  not 
strike  them  with  that  decree  of  terror  with 
which  tt  Inspires  those  men  who  enlist  on  the 
regnlar  establishment.  These  latter  being  ool- 
lected  in  the  heart  (tf  populous  oitiee,  where  the 
face  of  an  Indian  is  sotaom  seen,  hardly  know 
whether  tbe  Indian  and  his  horse  are  not  the 
same  animal.  And  when  they  approach  the 
enemy,  at  tiie  very  first  shont,  even  befbre  he 
ia  in  view,  they  are  terrified  at  the  idea  of  sav- 
age barbarity,  which  they  have  ever  been  taught 
to  refieot  on  with  horror,  and,  being  incapable 
of  re^stanoe,  they  commit  their  safety  to  ni(^t. 
To  prove  tbe  snperiority  of  the  militia,  gentle- 
men need  only  contrast  the  despatoh  and  eoo- 
aem  oi  the  expedition  conducted  by  General 
Scott,  with  the  delays,  dif^race,  and  mortifica- 
tion, which  attended  that  nnder  General  St. 
Olair,  and  consider  the  difference  of  the  expense 
on  those  two  occasions. 

The  expense  of  snch  an  army  as  the  bill  con- 
templates ia  an  object  well  worthy  of  eeriona 
conraderataon,  e^mally  at  the  patient  moment, 
when  there  is  soaroely  a  dollar  in  the  Treasn^. 
Gentlemen  would  also  do  well  to  advert  to  the 
progreas  of  this  business,  and  consider  where 
they  were  likely  to  stop,  if  they  went  on  at  the 

Ereeeat  rate.  At  first,  onl^  a  sin^  raiment 
ad  been  raised,  and  the  expense  was  abont 
$100,000 ;  a  second  was  afterwards  added,  whjdi 
swelled  tbe  expense  to  abont  $800,000;  and  now 
a  standing  force  of  S,168  men  is  oontemplated, 
at  an  annnal  ezpenae  of  above  a  ndllion  and  a 
qnarter  of  dfdlars.    Can  tUs  be  Jariifled  in  the 
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wcMnt  state  of  onr  finanoea,  when  It  Is  well  ksown 
that  tha  Seoretarj'  of  the  Treosniy,  buTiiig  heen 
requested  \>j  the  memben  from  a  pai'tkmlar 
State  to  build  a  light-hooM  on  a  part  of  their 
oOBst,  declined  the  ondertaking,  and  alleged  the 
-want  of  flmdn  as  the  reasont 

Onr  reeoDTcee,  however,  might  be  made  to 
answer  for  the  mpDart  of  such  a  force  as  that 
wbiob  was  intendea  for  the  Beirloe  of  the  pTO' 
oedlng  year,  and  there  would  be  HtUe  oomplaint 
or  dinatis&otian  among  the  people.  Very  few 
murmorings  were  heard  gainst  the  former  es- 
tablishment ;  bnt  anch  a  one  as  is  now  oootein- 
plated  will  be  thonght  extravagant,  will  breed 
msoontent  among  tb^  oitLsens  of  the  United 
Statee,  and  perh^  aSori  onr  nd^bors  in 
Canada  an  opporbmity  to  take  advantage  of 
om*  divided  mtoation,  and  involve  na  in  a  war 
more  daugerona  than  the  formm  which  separ- 
ated ns  fr^  Great  Britain. 

Appraheofflonfl,  it  is  add,  are  entertained  that 
the  oqect  ocait«mplated  in  raising  these  addi- 
tional troops  is  not  so  mnob  to  pnni^  and 
coerce  the  Indianp,  as  to  have  a  standing  regn- 
lar  ibrce  eqnal  to  what  the  British  have  on  this 
continent  This  is  said  to  amoont  to  about  dx 
thonsaod  men,  icdnding  those  in  Canada.  Bot 
it  is  to  be  renuu-ked,  that  the  British  nation  has 
not  above  otm  UousanJ  men  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States ;  and  jret;  with  this  haod- 
fdl  of  troops,  tbey  not  only  keep  the  Indians  in 
awe,  bnt  even,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
tba  United  States,  retain  poesceaion  of  those 
poets  which  shonld  have  bean  ceded  to  ns  pnr- 
■osot  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  Why,  tnen, 
is  it  necessary,  for  tbe  purpose  of  establishing 
posts  and  garrisoning  them,  to  increase  the 
standing  force  to  so  large  a  number  as  that 
contemplated  in  the  claose  onder  consideration  I 
Dmiug  onr  late  arduous  straggle  for  liberty, 
when  we  had  to  cope  with  the  most  powerftil 
nation  nnder  heaven,  the  commaDdei^-chief 
had  never  at  any  one  time  above  ten  thousand 
men  onder  his  own  immediate  command ;  and 
it,  with  so  small  a  force,  we  were  able 
so  glorious  a  revolution,  there  can  be  no  necea- 
nn  of  going  such  lengths  at  present,  for  the 
sue  of  eBtablishing  a  military  character.  It  is 
strange  policy,  indeed,  to  raise  five  or  six  thon- 
■andmen  to  oppose  a  handAiI  of  Indian  banditti, 
whose  utmost  amount  does  not,  from  the  doou- 
mento  on  the  table,  appear  to  exceed  twelve 
hundred. 

We  are  preparing  to  squander  away  money 
by  millions ;  and  no  one,  except  those  who  are 
in  the  secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  knows  for  what 
reason  the  war  has  been  thus  carried  on  for 
three  years.  But  what  Amds  are  to  defray  the 
increased  expense  of  maintaining  such  a  force 
SB  is  now  contemplated?  The  excise  is  both 
nnpopolar  and  unproductive.  The  impost  dn- 
tiea  have  been  raised  as  high  as  is  consistent 
witli  prudence.  To  increase  them,  would  be 
bat  to  open  a  door  for  smuggling,  and  thns  di- 
TTiiniah  their  prodoctiveness.  And  if  those 
■onroes  of  revenue  &il — if  our  floanoea  be  thna 


cotme  be  had  to  new  taxes,  the  oonaequfaice  tf 
which  may,  with  Jnst   reason,  be  deplored; 


any  nation  dare  to  insult  ns,  or  b 
do  it  vrith  impunity. 

Dnring  the  course  of  these  obeerratiotn,  sa 
hmorabfe  gentieman  asked,  whether  this  was 
a  day  set  apart  for  rhetorical  flourishes,  as  tbs 
gallfflies  were  open,  and  he  saw  the  short-band 
writers  stationed  at  their  different  poets  t 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  debate,  an  hon<»aUe 
^ntlemon  had  suggested,  that,  instead  at  pass- 
mg  a  law  tor  raising  at  all  events  the  addition^ 
regiments,  which,  for  his  part,  he  did  not  tluok 
neeeasary,  the  Honse,  if  they  finally  det«nimied 
thepresent  establishment  to  be  insnfficieot,  would 


such  additionBl  aid  as  drcumstanoee  may  n- 
qniret 

To  this  it  was  otijected,  that  it  is  the  duty  rf 
the  BepresentadvM  of  the  people,  in  bH  ^ipro- 
priations  of  the  public  money,  to  make  them 
for  certcdn  specific  purposes.  To  act  otherwise 
on  the  present  occasion  wonld  be  setting  a  pre- 
cedent that  might,  in  its  consequences,  provs 
highly  injurious;  for,  although  the  gr«aM«( 
oonfldenoe  may  ssfely  be  repmed  in  the  virto* 
and  integrity  of  him  who  now  fills  the  Pns- 
dentiol  chair,  it  isimpossible  to  foresee  what  ost 
may  hereafter  be  made  of  the  precedent  by  his 
BuocessoTB,  or  how  far  it  may  be  carried. 

Against  the  motion  for  striking  out,  and  in 
iitvor  of  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  nih- 
lary  establisoment,  it  was  nrgod :  That,  as  to 
the  Justice  of  the  war  carried  on  against  the 
Indian  tribes,  that  was  a  qneetioa  which  coaH 
not  admit  of  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  man 
who  would  allow  that  self-preservation  and  in- 
dispensable necessity  are  sufficient  causes  to 
Justify  a  nation  in  taking  up  arms.  If  the  pie- 
sent  war  be  not  in  every  respect  justifiable,  then 
there  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be,  a  jost  war. 
It  was  originally  undertaken,  and  mnce  carried 
on,  not  for  the  sake  of  conqoest,  but  to  defend 
OQT  feUow-citiiens,  onr  friends,  our  dearest  cob- 
sections,  who  are  daily  exposed,  in  the  frontier 
settlements,  to  all  the  ra^  of  savage  barbarity, 
to  which  they,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
must  soon  faU  victims,  unless  we  speedily  fly  to 
their  asdstance ;  and,  although  there  are  some 
people  who  ntteriy  deny  the  justice  of  any  war 
whatever,  this  doctrine,  however  fine  in  theory, 
will  hardly  ever  obtain  in  praeiice ;  for,  is  it  to 
be  Imagined,  that  any  set  of  men  are  of  such  a 
pasdve  di^ceition  as  calmly  to  look  on  wbibt 
their  friends  and  relations  are  butchered  befon 
their  eyes,  and  to  reftise  giving  them  every  is- 
siatance  in  their  power  t 

The  murders  and  depredations  which  have  for 


years  past  been  repeatedly  committed  by  th( 
savages,  londly  oali  for  T«areM.    '" 
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docBmNiU  oT  nnqnestiofu^k  ftnthi»ri^,  now  in 
flw  hudi  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  War,  mgned  and 
atteMed  by  tbe  Bieon(i7«  and  LcgialAtore  of 
Eeutook;,  b;  the  District  Judge,  and  the  Oap- 
taim  of  the  militia,  it  m>ean,  that,  from  the 

BIT  1TS8  to  1T90,  there  li*Te  been,  of  the  in- 
Mtanti  of  that  Diatrict,  or  of  emigrants  on 
their  wa;  thither,  no  leaa  than  fifteen  hundred 
MTMms  either  masBaored  by  the  saTagea,  or 
dragged  into  ewtirity,  two  thonaand  liorsea 
takee  away,  a&d  other  property  plundered  or 
dcetroyed  to  the  amount  of  fifty  monsaod  dol- 
lars. And  there  ia  good  reaeon  to  anppoae  that 
on  the  other  flvntiets  of  Vii^ia  and  Fennsyl- 
Tania  tbe  Qwnber  of  persona  murdered  or  taben 
piiionen  dnring  the  aboTe-mentloned  period 
vonld  fitmiah  a  list  of  Mie  thonaand  or  ntteen 
hundred  more. 

The  white  people,  it  ia  troe,  hare  aometimea 
eonunitted  depredations  on  the  Indiana;  but  the 
instaneee  have  been  rare  (the  honorable  gentle- 
Bun  who  apoke  did  not  recollect  aljove  one  or 
tiro)  of  tbeir  making  unjnet  attacka  opon  the 
HTagM;  nor  did  they,  on  those  occasiooa,  eom- 
■enoe  hoatilitiee  agsiDst  tbem  till  ezasperat«d 

S'  the  ■trongest  proTocatione  that  could  posd- 
j  atimnlate  the  boman  heart  Thia  oircnm- 
■tanoe  iii»  be  Jnatly  allowed  as  some  palliation 
<f  the  oflenoe.  Even  in  these  instances,  how- 
erer,  a  fov  indiTidnala  only  were  ooncerned ; 
and,  when  the  afiaJr  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
tbe  State,  ample  reparation  was  made  to  the 
iqjnTed  party.  The  General  Qovemment,  too, 
ud  shown  an  eqnal  disposition  to  do  Jostioe  to 
die  Indian  trib^  Witness  the  affair  of  the 
Cbarokeee ;  for,  as  soon  as  Oongress  had  heard 
tbeir  Gomplainta  of  an  encroaehment  made  on 
them  by  some  of  the  people  tttaa  the  frontier 
ef  tbe  Oaroliiias^  immediate  orders  were  issoed 
lor  obliging  the  mtruders  to  evacuate  tibe  Indian 

Bat,  Dotwithatanding  the  disposition  that  pre- 
T^  as  well  in  the  Legislatures  of  those  SUtee 
whose  frontiers  are  most  exposed,  as  in  the 
0«Dera]  QoTemment,  to  cnltivate  peace  and 
imity  with  the  neighboring  Indiatis,  tliat  desir- 
able object  is  become  Dtterly  unattainable  in 
the  prenent  poatnre  of  afMra,  Tbe  frontier  In- 
dians have  killed  a  nnmber  of  whites;  the 
whitea,  in  tbeir  tnm,  have  made  retaliation. 
Both  particB  are  in  the  hi^eet  iegraa  ezaspe- 
nted  against  each  other,  and  likely  to  continue 
so,  in  q)ite  of  every  endeavor  that  can  be  made 
to  efiiMt  a  reconciliation.  With  minda  tbos  ir- 
ritated, it  la  vuo  to  hope  for  peace,  as  long  as 
tbevoontinue  in  each  other's  neighborhood.  It 
Is  tberdbre  necesBary  to  form  a  strong  barrier, 
to  kem>  Aem  asunder,  nnlese,  indeed,  the  advo- 
attes  lor  a  oesaation  of  hostilitiea  would  obliee 
the  A«ntier  aettlere  to  abandon  their  lands. 
Bat  by  what  new-invented  rule  of  right  should 
the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  and  the  other 
friHitier  settlers,  be  laid  under  a  greater  obliga- 
tion than  any  other  citizens  of  the  United 
fkatea  to  relinquish  a  property  legally  acquired 
Iqr  their  pumhaae  t    Were  it  even  proposed  to 


pacify  tbe  savBges,  by  purchasing  tbe  lands 
anew,  anch  a  measure  would  answer  no  other 
purpose  than  that  of  procuring  a  temporary 
peace,  which  would  soon  aoain  be  Interrupted 
by  t,  war  that  would  reproduce  the  necessity  of 

r'  Q  having  recourse  to  the  saioe  expedient 
dionld  have  to  purchase  the  lands  «g{dn  and 
^^n,  without  end.  By  thna  sqnandering  the 
public  money,  year  after  year,  we  should  swell 
the  national  debt  to  an  amonnt  that  we  cannot 
possibly  foresee.  Better  at  once  to  make  a  vig- 
orous effort,  to  act  -in  a  manner  becoming  the 
national  dignity,  and  to  mt^ntain  our  ground  by 
war,  mnoe  we  cannot  obtain  a  dnrable  or  an 
honor^le  peace. 

Attempta  have,  at  various  limes,  been  made  to 
efiM  treaties  of  peace  with  the  Indian  trlbea 
with  whom  we  are  now  at  war ;  and,  althou^ 
these  efforts  have  constsntiy  proved  ineffectual, 
they  yet  show,  that  neither  the  Uuited  States 
nor  the  8tat«  of  Virginia  were  backward  on 
their  part  to  adopt  conciliatory  measures,  and 
to  do  away  that  animosity  which  had  com- 
menced on  the  part  of  the  savages  at  an  early 
period  of  the  late  war  with  Oreat  Britain,  and 
bad  continued  to  break  out  at  intervals  ever 
since.  In  the  years,  1788,  '84  '86,  '87,  '88,  and 
'90,  offers  of  peace  were  made  to  them.  On 
the  last-men  tioued  occasion,  when  a  treaty  wai 

Sroposed  at  the  Miami  village,  the  Indians  at 
rst  rofhsed  to  treat  They  nf  it  required  thirty 
days  to  deliberate;  and,  in  the  interim,  the  in- 
habitants of  Kentucky  were  erpressly  prohib- 
ited by  the  President  of  the  United  States  fhim 
carrying  on  any  offensive  operations  against 
them ;  yet,  notwithstanding  this  forbearanoe  on 
the  part  of  the  whites,  uo  leas  than  one  hundred 
and  twenty  persons  were  killed  or  captured  by 
the  savages,  and  several  prisoners  roasted  aliv& 
dnring  that  short  perioo,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  the  Indians  reftaaed  to  give  any  answer 
at  aU. 

On  another  occadon,  the  Indians,  not  con- 
tent with  rejecting  our  offers  of  peace,  pro- 
ceeded even  so  &r  as  to  insult  oa,  by  telling  ua 
we  have  lands  within  the  British  posts,  and  ask- 
ing  us  why  we  did  not  go  and  take  possession 
of  them  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  we  are  unable  to 
do  it  t  Is  this  language  to  be  nsed  within  the 
United  States  I  Sol  We  art  able,  abundantly 
able  to  do  it,  whenever  we  please ;  and  if  we 
would  but  retrench  our  expenses  in  some  in- 
stances, which  might  well  admit  of  a  rednotion, 
OUT  ability  would  still  iaereaae;  our  financea 
are  not  quite  so  insufBcient  as  some  gentlemen 
neem  to  unagine,  nor  so  eaailv  deranged.  Wa 
are  still  able  to  prove  that  the  t>oast«d  efficiency 
of  the  General  Government  ia  something  more 
than  an  empty  name — we  can  yet  raise  both 
men  and  money  sufficient  to  defend  the  nation 
from  either  ii^ary  or  insult. 

It  is  now  too  late  to  inquire  whether  the  war 
was  originally  nndertaken  on  the  principlee  of 
jnstioe  or  not    We  are  actually  involved  in  1^ 
and  cannot  recede,  without  ezporing  numbera  ■ 
of  innocent  penona  to  be  bntohered  l:^  the 
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•aemj;  for,  though  we  Hhoald  defermine  to 
^BMUtiDne  the  war,  can  it  be  said  that  the  sav- 
ages  will  also  agree  to  a  ocaation  of  hostilitiea  ? 
It  ia  well  known  that  thej  are  averse  to  peace; 
and  even  the  warmeat  advocate  of  paoiSo  mea- 
Borea  mnat  therefore  allow  that  the  war  is  a  war 
at  aecxetiitj.  and  most  be  mpported.  We  can- 
not, with'oat  impeachmeDt  both  to  onr  JnBtioe 
and  our  bomanitj,  abandon  onr  fellow-citizena 
on  the  frontier  to  the  rage  of  their  savage  eoe- 
Duee.  And  although  the  excise  ma^  be  some- 
what onpopnlar,  although  money  maj  still  be 
wanted;  what  is  the  excise t  what  is  money, 
when  pot  in  competition  with  the  lirea  of  oar 
flienda  and  brethren  f 

A  inffident  foroe  mnat  be  raiaed  for  Hbtar 
defence ;  and  the  onlj  qneetion  now  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  what  that  force  aball  bet  Experience 
has  proved,  that  the  foroe  employed  in  the  last 
oampugn  was  inadsqoate.  It  is  tme  the  estab- 
lishment was  not  complete ;  bnt  who  will  ven- 
ture to  assert  that,  if  it  had  been  oompleta,  it 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  intended 
IKirposef  Are  gentlemen  who  assert  this  so 
well  acquainted  with  the  ciroamstances  of  the 
enemy,  as  to  be  able  to  ^ve  an  aocnrate  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  tbeir  forces  on  the  fron- 
tier t  There  pre  stronger  opinions  in  fovorof 
an  angmentation  of  the  army  than  oan  be  ad- 
duced against  it — opinions  given  by  tnen  <^ 
C'  ^ent  and  experience,  who  have  themaelvee 
n  on  the  spot,  and  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  situation  of  afiurs  in  that  quarter.  These 
gentlemen,  who  mnst  be  allowed  to  be  compe- 
tent judges,  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
present  establishment,  though  completed  to  the 
last  man,  will  not  famish  an  adequate  foroe  to 
carry  on  the  war  with  effect ;  and  that  it  will 
be  a  hopeless  attempt  to  open  another  oam- 

C'gu,  with  less  than  about  five  thonsand  regn- 
troops,  the  Dumber   contemplated  in  the 
bill. 

Nor  ought  that  number  to  be  deemed  extrav- 
agant, under  an  idea  that  we  have  only  a  con- 
temptible handfol  of  banditti  to  contend  with. 
Their  numbera  were,  last  year,  &om  anthende 
dooamenta,  stated  at  about  twelve  hundred 
warriors,  from  twenty-three  different  trihee: 
moh  was  the  opposition  then  contemplated ;  but 
it  is  unposdhle  to  ascertdn  what  acceesions  of 
Btrengtb  they  have  since  received,  or  even  what 
force  they  had  eogaged  in  the  late  nnfortnnate 
action,  as  the  very  men  who  were  in  the  en- 
gagement do  not  pretend  to  form  any  Just  or 
accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  thdr  aa- 
Bsjlanta;  but  there  is  good  reason  to  anppose 
that  they  had  previoo^y  entered  into  an  as- 
sociation with  various  tribes,  that  have  not  as 
yet  come  within  oar  knowledge.  The  bows 
and  arrows  nsed  against  our  troops  on  that  oc- 
cauon,  afford  a  convincins  proof  that  they  had 
foes  to  eooonnter  from  distant  nations,  aa  yet 
unacquainted  with  the  naa  of  fire-arms.  Nor 
does  the  account  (^  the  bows  and  arrows  depend, 
for  its  authenticity,  on  newspaper  evidence 
alone;   gentlemen  ta  nnqnestituiable  veraoity, 


who  were  personally  engaged  in  the  aetm, 
have  declared  that  Uiey  hftd  themselves  ootiosd 
the  arrows  flying: 

When  we  oonsider  the  warlike  dispoaitiMi  rf 
the  Indiana  in  general,  and  the  alacrity  with 
which  the  victors  are  ever  cnre  to  be  jraned  hj 
onmenHH  allies,  we  have  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  much  more  formidable  opposition  in  tbc 
next  campaign.  It  is  well  known  that  the  «t- 
ages  place  all  thdr  glory  in  deeds  of  war ;  aad 
that,  among  them,  a  yoimg  man  cannot  maki 
his  appearance  in  company  till  be  has  ngmt- 
iaed  his  valor  by  smne  martial  aehieremtnt 
When,  to  this  powerful  incentive,  a  new  sliBa- 
loa  is  added  by  the  trophies  obtained  in  the  lata 
action,  it  is  preeumable  that  numbers  will  erowj 
to  their  standard;  and  it  strongly  behooves  v 
to  prepare  in  time  for  a  mnch  more  vigonn 
effort  than  any  we  have  yet  made  agunat  thetn. 

The  ot^tions  drawn  from  the  incwMed  d- 
pense,  most  entirely  vanish  from  before  the  eye* 
of  any  man  who  looks  forward  to  the  ooosi- 
qnenoee  of  one  more  ansnooeasfol  canqwgn. 
Such  a  disaster  would  eventually  izercAve  ti» 
nation  in  mncb  greater  expense  than  tha£  whid 
is  now  made  the  gronnd  of  oppoaiUon.  Better, 
therefore,  at  once  to  make  a  vigorDOs  and  ef- 
fectual exertion  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  final 
iasne,  than  to  oontinae  gradually  draining  lh« 
Treasury,  by  dragging  on  the  war,  and  nosw- 
ing  hos^ities  fVom  year  to  year. 

If  we  wish  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and 
a  happy  conclusion,  and  to  secure  a  permaiMi 
peace  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  mmtier,  we 
mnat  employ  each  troops  and  adt^t  saeh  mea- 
sures as  appear  best  calculated  to  ensure  sotxMa 
If  we  delay  our  determination  until  the  foroe  vt 
the  enemy  be  ascertained,  we  can  make  no  pro- 
vision at  all ;  for  the  nature  and  ciroumstancea 
of  the  case  preclode  us  from  the  very  posmbility 
of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  their  strength  and 
nmnbers.  And  are  we,  meanwhile^  to  remua 
inactive  and  irresolnte,  and  make  no  efforts  to 
repel  tbeir  intended  attacks!  Nol  Whatever 
their  numbers  may  be,  prudence  oalls  aload  Ibc 
kind,  Andif  experience  is  to 
le  of  the 
the  tne 

mode  of  securing  our  frontier,  and  rendering  it 
invulnerable  to  an  Indian  fbe.  Let  as  oocui^ 
posts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  «iemy,  let  them  m 
properly  garrisoned  and  well  provided,  and  tfaa 
bnamees  is  done. 

These  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  tradiu 
with  the  friendly  tribea,  and  will  prevent  ifl 
intercourse  between  the  whites  and  the  Indian^ 
exoept  nnder  proper  regulations.  Should  hoAll- 
itiea  be  meditated  by  any  tribes  who  are  not  in 
amity  with  ns,  early  intelligence  of  their  move- 
ments can  be  obtained ;  their  marauding  parties 
may  either  he  beaten  off  on  their  ^tproaoh,  or 
intercepted  on  their  return ;  owortnnitiu  may 
tie  taken  of  separately  attacking  the  hostile  tribes; 
their  old  men,  their  sqnawa,  tiinr  children,  will 
be  exposed  a  great  part  of  the  year,  whilst  the 
others  are  oat  hantiDg.    In  ahwt,  if  fear,  hop^ 
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interest,  obd  be  nippoeed  to  have  an;  influence 
on  the  Indiana,  this  mode  of  defenoe  miut  b« 
allowed  to  be  preferable  to  luy  other,  as  pv- 
ing  Qie  fullest  scope  to  the  operation  of  all  those 
motivet. 

A  different  mode  has  long  been  DorBoed  in 
"Virginia,  and  adopted  by  Uie  iohBoitftiito  of 
Kentnck;,  bnt  its  sncceei  has  not  been  snob  as 
toiler  an  J  indncementto  the  General  Gorem- 
ment  to  follow  the  same  plan.  Rangero  have 
tfaera  been  employed  for  a  nmnber  of  years  to 
MQor  the  frontiers;  and  those  rongen,  too, 
were  expert  woodsmen,  perfectly  innred  to  the 
Indian  mode  of  war&re ;  jet,  notwithstanding 
their  ntmost  vigilance,  these  savages  stiU  found 
means  to  commit  all  the  mnrden  and  depredo- 
tiona  already  enumerated.  It  is  trne,  however, 
that  ft  frontier  militia  man,  trained  mi  in  the 
wood&  may  be,  in  many  respects,  preferable  to 
ft  regular  soldier,  who  has  not  the  same  know- 
ledge of  the  oonntry,  and  of  the  mode  of  fight- 
ing; bnt  with  eqnal  experience,  (and  proper 
men  possessed  of  that  experience,  may  be  en- 
Bated  on  the  establishment^)  regular  troops  will 
be  fonnd  infinitely  saperior  to  any  militia  npon 
earth. 

Every  man  who  has  ever  seen  militia  in  the 
field,  cannot  bnt  know  that  a  very  trifling  dis- 
Hl«r,  or  a  slight  cause  of  discontent,  is  sofficient 
to  make  them  disband,  and  forget  aU  snbordino' 
tion,  so  far  OS  even  to  neglect  the  means  of  self- 
defeoce;  whereas  r^ular  troops,  under  proper 
disoipUue,  and  acting  with  greater  steadiness 
and  Doneert,  are  much  more  to  be  depended  on, 
eq^et^ftlly  when  the  oljjeot  of  attack  is  distant, 
■nd  gr^  iatigae  is  to  be  nndergone.  The 
militia,  in  whatever  mode  they  may  be  called 
oat,  will  baldly  ftirmsh  men  (^  the  proper  de- 
scription; if  Isjge  pay  be  offered,  the  tempta- 
tirai  will  equally  prevail  npon  those  who  are 
imfit  for  the  service  as  it  will  upon  good,  effec- 
tive men ;  beddeo,  eoroe  of  the  Slates  have  no 
aulitift  laws;  and,  even  in  those  States  which 
have  snch  laws,  they  are  gone  into  disnse ;  no 
dependence  con  therefore  be  placed  on  militia 
nuder  any  laws  now  existiiig.  There  is,  indeed,  a 
general  militia  law  now  bdbre  the  House :  bnt 
|[  it  ever  passes,  it  certainly  cannot  he  passed 
fa)  doe  season  to  answer  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing for  the  immediate  defence  of  the  frontier. 
Regular  troops  most  be  raised,  or  nothing  ef- 
feetoal  can  be  done ;  and  if  to  avoid  the  expense 
ve  refrise  the  only  aid  that  may  prove  of  any 
real  service,  we  render  onraelves  re^nsihle 


strnotion  of  our  fellow-dtizens  in  the  Western 

The  Complanter's  speech  was  ag^  mention- 
ed and  called  for;  bnt,  as  It  had  been  confi- 
Aenlially  commonicated  by  the  Pretideot,  an 
olyection  was  made  to  having  it  read,  without 
dearing  the  galleriea.    Whereupon^ 

Aq  honorable  member  rose,  and  mentioned 
hie  having  read  it  in  one  of  the  pnblia  news- 
P^us  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 


To  this  it  was  answered,  that  if  any  gentle- 
man hod  the  newspaper  to  produce,  the  speech 
might  be  publicly  read  from  that;  otherwise, 
although  it  might  be  very  proper  that  the  speech 
itself  should  be  read,  yet,  as  it  had  been  confi- 
dentjslly  received  from  the  Execntive,  there 
would  be  a  maniiest  trespass  on  propriety  and 
deoomm  in  having  it  read  with  open  galleries ; 
it  was  therefore  wished  that  the  ^enes  might 
be  cleared. 

The  Forliomentary  etiqnette  requiring  that 
this  should  be  done  b^  the  House,  and  not  by  ft 
committee,  the  committee  rose  for  the  pnrpoaa; 
and. 

The  Speaker  having  resnmed  the  chair,  the 
motion  for  clearing  the  galleries  was  renewed. 

An  objection  was  here  started  by  an  honor- 
able gentleman  in  favor  of  the  ouf^entation, 
who  said  that,  as  some  gentlemen  hod  spoken 
on  the  popular  side  of  the  question,  whilst  the 
galleries  had  been  open,  it  was  unfair  to  pre- 
clude those  of  opposite  sentiments  from  an  op- 
portunity of  answering  their  arguments  in  the 
same  public  manner,  and  proving  to  the  peo^e 
the  Justice  and  necessity  of  the  war. 

The  motion,  however,  was  persisted  in,  and 
the  galleries  were  cleared.* 


*nib  ipflcdi  at  C«vpluitflr,  the  bmoai  ohloT  of  tks 
BtnaOB  trIlH,  (ong  of  tlw  Bli  KaUou,)  dx*  uotsppttt  la  (b* 
dttalM,  hiTlBg  bHn  oonildratUlr  rud  to  Ik*  Hoow;  bst 
It  If  toaoA  Id  th4  fiUte  pq>eTa  of  tbM  time,  aad  Is,  H  the  il- 
lulaii*  to  It  Inpllsd,  *  plM  IB  bduU  of  tbs  Indians  •$«lait 
the  wTOflgiDftha  whltflL  Inbulon  npon  thfllr ludi,  frudo- 
lant  panhueg.  ud  illUnf  nnoSandlng  lodluig,  in  Iba  ub- 
]«tg  or  Mmplnlnt.  Tbe  tpsssli  opsnt  witli  ■  duuMteilstto 
•PPhI  to  Wuhln^ton. 

"FMbor:  Tb*  TOlwot  tha  8«a*c(  iwtlan  ipeikito  jon, 
tbo  great  conncUlor  In  TlioAd  benrt  tlie  irlie  men  of  ill  tht 
Thlrtsen  Fine  (TMnem  United  Btatn)  ttais  plued  ttidl 
wbdom.    It  amj  t>«  tor;  bdwII  In  ^nt  eui,  ud  we  thei*- 

mnj  entered  tlw  eon 
the  town  deitnrer;  ud  to  tbli  dej.nheD  tint  nnue  U 
heud,  onr  votDOn  look  Ijobind  them  and  Cum  pale,  and 
our  oMIdien  ellng  eloee  to  the  neoka  of  their  laatban.  Oat 
oonnsUlon  and  wnrrlon  are  moB,  and  cannot  be  afraid; 
bat  thslr  heart!  art  (tieied  with  the  teara  of  onr  woniea 
and  ohlldren,  and  deain  It  to  be  bailed  h  deep  H  to  bo  heaid 
no  moi*.    When  jon  gaTO  ni  psaee,  we  called  ^on  Fatbor, 


IS  lot 


bdoTedni 
Thenfol 


d  a  eomplalDt  ftii  wronge  done  tbem  Inthalt 
land* ;  to  which  Waehlbflon  ropLled  that  that  wron^  waa 
done  belMe  tha  new  Gorenunent  waa  iwtabllihed  and  the 

woold  now  \t  pntected.    Thli  npl;  Ml  abort  of  bla  ei- 
pcctatloni,  and  the  Cornplanter  r^olncd : 

"Father;  Tonr  ipeeeh  written  on  tha  gnat  paper,  It  to  u 
Ilka  the  flnt  llglit  of  the  morning  to  a  tick  man,  whcaa  polea 
beat!  too  itninglj  In  hli  templea,  and  pravantt  him  from 
tloep.  Be  ieu  II  and  r^Joieea,  bot  li  not  cured." 
Of  kllUng  and  robbing  tbeli  people  he  eald : 
*■  Thraa  men  and  one  woman  hare  been  killed  it  Big  S*s- 
var  Creek,  and  ther  wen  good  people,  and  toma  of  lb* 
whit*  p*i^  will  tailliy  thla.    Twantr-savan  m»  ssbs 
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[The  m«aken  in  this  dn'a  debate  were 
Uessr*.  Watm*,  Goodht™,  BonDiKor,  Liru- 
HOBE,  Steklk,  Fabxkb,  Boxmna,  (Rhode  Isluid,) 
Vbtt*,  and  Uoobb.  Mr,  WmTX  and  Hr.  Ifooss 
opposed  the  moUon ;  the;  were  in  &vor  of  the 
augmentation  proposed  in  the  bill.  The  other 
genUemen  were  in  bvor  of  striking  out  th« 
olaose.] 

Fbisat,  Juoary  27. 

The  House  tgsin  rewdved  itself  into  &  Com- 
mittee of  (he  whole  Eoose  on  the  bill  fbr  mak- 
ing (brther  and  more  effectoal  prori^on  for  tlie 
protection  <^  the  frontlen  of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Hkbokb  rose  and  addressed  the  Obait  u 
ftillowi : 

Ur.  Ohainnan ;  I  originallf.  opposed  the  refttr- 
ence  of  this  mibject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreO' 
nuy,  on  principles  mpported  b;  the  constitn- 
tion,  b;  the  theory  of  ft-ee  gorermnent,  and 
from  practieal  obeerrstion  on  the  progreaa  of  onr 
own,  and  I  believe  the  resolt  now  before  as  will 
fully  Biempliiy  every  evil  predicted. 

Let  any  man  eiamine  tnis  bill,  and  oompare 
It  with  the  terms  of  the  original  reference.  Let 


from  uolher  RuSa,  ud  moriued  tliN*  man  In  tha  Quiket 
Bt>Uwlisntb«rIuil  ooma  lo  timde.  ind  took  iirsj  ill  Iha 
tumei,  ud  all  Uw  looda  the;  bad  purdussd  ttam  tha 

Tha  PiHldcDt  wuvan  to  Ibis  eompliliit  that  ha  I*  my 
aogiT  to  haar  oftAiiimnTdaraodTobbat/ — tluEhairill  hara 
It  Inqqjrad  Into,  and  irlll  comAirt  Iha  Mandi  ud  nlatlou 
of  the  psnoDB  vho  iTBra  killed,  and  nuke  them  nompaiua- 
tloo  for  tha  hanai  and  propert;  taken ;  and  do  all  In  hla 
pavn  to  bring  Uie  mordonn  to  Jnitlw,  and  that  ha  wilt  son. 
rider  tha  erlms  a>  tad,  eXKUj-,  M  If  oommltted  aealutao 
man;  whlla  people,  aod  vlU  oae  tba  same  endeaTOri  to  bring 
then  to  puDlBbmenL  SatUled  with  tha  aaaniaooH  whloh 
the  PrnddaDt  gare  them,  the  Complaotar,  and  tha  olhar 
ohteh  wltb  him,  took  a  formal  and  alfoctlonata  laava  lA 
wrlUog ;  In  which  tlrnj  taf : 

"Father:  Xo  Seneea  grer  goea  from  tha  flm  of  hltbtand 
nnCU  ha  baa  aald  to  him  ■  I  am  gvlng.*  We  therafbra  now 
toll  roa,  that  we  ue  setUng  oat  fbr  anr  own  ocmnti]'. 
Father:  We  thank  yon  ftora  onr  heaiti,  that  we  now  know 
then  l>  a  soontiT  we  may  «11  our  own,  and  on  vhloh  we 
may  lie  down  In  peace.  Wa  aee  that  there  will  be  peaea  be- 
tween yoni  cbUdmD  and  onr  chlldnn,  and  our  hearta  are 

On  arriving  at  PlttibDrg  on  their  way  home,  tat  thm  tn- 
tarrlewa  with  Waahlnglon  took  plaea  In  Fhnadalphli,  thaa* 
children  of  the  tbreat  with  a  naUre  aenttmenl  of  gmeeltal 
pnUlaDSM,  wrote  back  tobim  to  let  Urn  know  bow  (key 
were  getUng  along,  tba  whola  eipreaaed  Is  two  brief  aen- 

■•  Throng  Iha  wholo  Qnakar  Slate,  ai  we  came  sp  the 
nad,  wewan  treated  w^and  they  took  good  <«re  of  oi 
natll  we  cuna  ben.  Ooe  mUbrtona  happened  only,  that 
one  of  onr  wagona  la  not  yet  arrlied  here,  the  one  we  fint 
eigaged,  and  with  tbe  good!  yon  preaenled  to  na' 

They  alwajB  ipeak  affecdonataly  of  the  Quaker  State,  ud 
in  one  <^  tha  ipeeehea  to  President  Washington,  baring  oa- 
lailDS  to  mention  *  promlae  made  to  them  by  the  State, 
mU: 

■Tb*  Qoakei  Stala  will  do  what  It  pnmliK' 


it  then  be  asked,  whether  the  rabmlnlon  to  de- 
vise wm  and  means  to  provide  for  tbe  defenee 
of  the  western  ftontier,  anthorized  tbe  pbnt 
proposed  by  Qie  Treasoij  Department,  that  we 
are  now  giving  sanction  to  t  Did  it  aathoriM 
a  perpetnal  tax,  irrepealable  by  the  whole  L^ii- 
latnre,  wichont  a  breach  of  faith,  aocording  to 
received  doctrine  t  At  least,  so  hr  placing  tb« 
pnree-strings  in  the  hands  of  the  EiecntJTe,  w)>o 
may  reftise  an  assent  to  the  repeal ;  in  the  power 
of  the  Senate  also,  and  oonseqnenljy  beyond  th« 
reach  of  the  Bepresentotivea  of  the  people,  whs 
alone  are  deputized  by,  and  may  be  recalled  by 
the  great  msEe  of  socieh',  and  to  whom  the  ood- 
stitntion  expressly  oonflnea  the  power  of  origi- 
nating money  billH.  Hare  we,  in  truth,  origi- 
nated this  money  biH  f  Do  we  ever  originals 
any  money  bill  T  If  a  referenoe,  snch  as  m^ 
to  the  Beoretary.  was  proposed  to  the  Benat^ 
who  are  a  branca  of  the  LedHlatore,  neariy  or 
equal  importance  with  oarsdves,  woold  it  not 
be  held  a  breach  of  the  oonstitotion  f  Were 
they  to  propose  snch  a  plui  as  this  to  tuL  wonW 
it  not  be  received  with  in^gnationf  Why  so 
litUe  Jealoasy  of  the  Exeentive  Department, 
separated  by  the  constitutioa  with  so  moch  care 
from  Qst  Of  the  Treafinry  Department,  loo, 
which  is  conmdered  in  other  countries  as  pos- 
sesdng  and  exercising  the  means  of  corruption  f 
It  is  in  mj  judgment  a  direct  inftaction  of  tbe 
letter  and  spirit  of  the  oonstitotion,  of  the  ftiar 
ciples  of  free  government,  and  I  have  besra  no 
attempt  to  defend  it,  bat  on  the  gi-onnd  at  ^6- 
ful  evasion,  more  dishonorable  to  oarEolv«B  and 
dangerous  to  the  public,  than  an  open  violatiwi, 
that  would  roQse  their  resentment  and  ensure 
opposition, 

fint  did  the  sabmission  of  a  proviuon  to  de- 
fend tbe  frontier  antboriie  a  system  for  the  ea- 
couragement  of  mannfactures,  thereby  plsong 
the  oecnpationa  and  productive  labor  of  onr  dt- 
izens  tmder  the  direction  of  Government,  and 
rendering  the  living  of  the  artist  and  sntetstoice 
of  the  farmer,  so  br  equally  dependent  on  and 
anbaervient  to  the  views  of  Administration  t 
Did  it  authoriae  an  entire  provi^on  for  the  pab- 
debt,  past,  present,  and  to  come?  Did  it 
BDtborize  a  plan  for  snptilying  former  deficioi- 
cies,_whichitisadmitteadonotexist?  Lsstiy, 
did  it  anthorize  an  eitennve  increase  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which  we  are  informed  is  one  ij 
the  principal  objects  t  It  wonld  he  an  affi^»t 
common  sense  to  answer  one  of  these  queries 
the  affirmative— it  anthorized  none  of  them. 
And  yet  these  are  ell  its  oflbpring ;  these  are 
the  great  objects  it  prodcced.  It  is  true  there 
*i  the  bill  two  or  three  little  clauses  that 
authorized,  and  which  relate  to  the  snb- 

on,  and  which  might  well  have  eec^ied 

my  attention,  and  would  probably  never  attract 
the  observation  of  the  pnblic,  bnt  for  the  title 
— a  bill  for  the  protection  of  tiie  frontiets.  By 
these  danses  five  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thonaand  dollars  of  the  whole  moneys  to  be  fo 
ever  rwsed  from  its  perpetnal  revenue,  are  t^ 
propiJated  for  this  yttu'soampaiga.    After  thirt 
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enm  u  expended,  ve  most,  even  the  next  year, 
look  out  for  new  taxes,  and  apon  the  same  prin- 
oiplM,  as  long  as  the  Indian  war  ooatinneB  (and 
ItT  the  enlistnienta  it  is  not  contemplated  to  be 
of  very  short  duration)  new  taxes  most  be  pro- 
Tided,  for  the  reeidne  of  these  taxes  are  ij  tliis 
bill  appnmmted  to  other  purposes,  for  ever. 
after  OTe  hundred  and  twenty -three  thonaand 
dollars  are  pcud.  This  sppropriation  is  nnalter- 
able  even  by  the  whole  Legislature,  unless  by  a 
breach  of  public  faith,  or  provi^ng  other  equal 
levenne.  Should  every  year's  Indian  war,  and 
eveiy  national  disaster  excuse  Government  for 
laying  a  perpetual  tax,  equal  to  the  increased  an- 
nnal  demand,  it  will  be  selling  us  defeats  at  a 
Tory  high  price ;  and  if  GoveromeDt  are  paid 
ao  w^,  they  may  be  tempted  to  repeat  the 
tragii^  representation. 

But  what  is  the  reflection  that  naturally  arises 
fltim  a  contemplation  of  this  bUl.  That  Admin- 
is^ation  will  not  even  permit  us  to  def^d  the 
helplees  women  and  cnildrea  of  the  fkintier 
ftom  the  bmtal  ferodty  of  a  savage  foe,  but  on 
condition  that  the  Representativee  surrender  up 
tar  ever  the  sacred  trust  of  the  constitution,  and 
place  in  the  power  and  onder  the  control  of  the 
Executive  and  Senate^  &  perpetual  tax.  TJuleea 
thej  throw  the  power  of  regulating  the  labor 
and  industry  of  their  fellow-citizens  into  the 
bands  of  Government,  and  into  a  mean  depend- 
enoe  on  Administration ;  and  unless  they  fur- 
si^  a  large  sum  of  money,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  a  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  purposes  of 
^lecolation,  in  order  to  ruse  and  lower  the 
IHic«  of  stocks  at  pleasnre,  or  as  may  suit  the 
Tiews  and  interest  of  the  band  of  favorites  that 
are  in  the  secret. 

^^rd  and  oppressive  oondltional  'Was  this 
tb«  otiject  of  the  reference  to  the  Secretory  1  It 
waa  not  the  avowed  one,  nor  ooald  it  have  been 
aoepected,  from  a  umple  propositioo  to  devise 
ways  and  means  Us  defend  the  frontier.  A 
mighty  fabric  has  been  erected  on  this  s^ht 
fbondation,  to  hnrry  as  into  its  adoption.  We 
have  been  ofSciaUy,  I  sappose,  informed  that 
the  money  for  the  War  Department  is  almost 
azpended ;  that  the  preparations  for  the  West- 
ern expedition  must  stop,  unless  we  pass  the 
bin  immediately ;  and  thus,  with  the  tomahawk 
mspended  over  our  beads,  we  must  give  op  to 
Admiaistration  the  dearest  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  sa^iifice  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the 


UoNDAT,  Jannary  80. 

Tbe  HoQM  apin  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
inittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
ftrther  and  more  effectoal  provision  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontiers  ot  the  United  States ; 
fTiH,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Ohalr- 
man  reported  that  the  committee  had  agun 
had  the  said  bill  mider  consideration,  and  nude 
atrraral  amendments  thereto ;    when  the  same 


being  read,  some  were  agreed  to,  and  others 
diaa^^ed  to. 

And  then  the  said  bill  being  before  the  House, 
a  motion  was  made,  and  the  qncetion  being  pat 
to  amend  the  ssme,  by  strilcing  oat  the  second 
section  thereof  in  the  words  following: 

"■  AtiiUit  fme»r  aacffa.  That  there  ibaU  ha 
niwd  three  uditioiial  re^menta  of  infuitiy,  Moh  of 
which,  sxclunvely  of  the  oommiuioaed  officers,  dull 
oonmit  of  nine  hnndied  and  twelve  Don-oanmiii*laMd 
officen,  privates,  and  tunsieiaiu:  ° 

It  passed  in  the  negative— yeas  18,  nays  S^ 
as  follows : 

Tku.— John  Biptitt  Aahe,  EUa*  B«a Jinot,  SLaai- 
iaahub  Boome,  Bei{|ainin  Buonie,  Nicbolu  Oilmaii, 
Bei^Main  Goodhoe,  HVHUam  Barry  Grove,  Sunucl 
Liveimore,  Nafimniel  Haoon,  Nathai^  Nihu,  Jodah 
Fu-ker,  Iiraal  Smith,  Ji^  Steele,  Thomas  Snmter, 
George  Thatcher,  Artemas  Ward,  Hn^  WilUamm, 
and  Francis  Willii. 

N^n.— Fiiher  Amea,  Abiaham  Baldwin,  Robert 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Benaon,  John  Brown,  Jonathan 
Dayton,  WOham  Hndlej,  Thom»*  FiliaimonB,  Wil- 
liam B.  Gilei,  Andrew  Grej^,  Thomas  Hartley,  Den- 
iel  Hngn,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  KitcbeH,  Jobc  W.  Kit- 
ten,  John  Lonranoe,  Am  aca  Learned,  James  Madison, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  AngoMns  Mahlenberg,  Li- 
lian! Vans  Murrey,  John  Page,  Comelinn  C.  Schooo- 
maker,  Joabna  Seney, William  Smith,  Samoel  Sterret^ 
Jonathan  Stmgea,  PeMr  SylveaUr,  Thomas  Tredwel, 
Thomas  Tndor  Tocker,  Abnham  Tenable,  Jeremiah 
Wadawortli,  Anthony  Wayne,  and  Alexander  White. 

The  farther  oonsideration  of  the  aaid  bill  was 
then  poBtpooed  tintjl  to-morrow. 

TrxsDA.T,  Jannary  81. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
&om  the  Secretary  of  War,  covering  his  rnrart 
on  the  petitions  of  James  Swaine,  Abraham 
Springv^imothy  Monntford,  auodry  aesjnen, 
Samnel  Waii,  fbr  himself  and  servant,  John 
Oamm^an,  James  Shielda,  Henry  Slcinner,  and 
William  Loring ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Honae  reenmed  the  oonaideration  of  the 
bill  for  making  fiulher  and  more  effbctnal  pKV 
vimon  for  the  protection  of  the  ftixitien  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  same  bring  farther 
amended,  was 

Ordtred,  To  be  engrossed,  and  read  flie  tUrd 
time  to-morrow. 


.Wxi>maDA.T,  Febntary  1. 

Hr.  Paob,  item  the  committee  to  whom  wn 

referred  the  petition  of  John  Churcboiaa,  made 

areport;  wfai<^  waa  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

oa  tAe  table. 

JVofwMan  of  th«  FranUar*. 

An  engroteed  tdll  for  making  farther  and 

more  effectoal  provirion  for  the  protection  of 

the  £nntien  of  the  United  SUtea,  waa  read  the 


.  Coot^le 
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tJilrd  time,  and  tho  blanks  therein  filled  up; 
and  on  the  qntotion  that  the  said  bill  do  pan, 

It  was  reserved  in  the  afflrmatiTe— yeaa  29, 
nayslV. 

Fbidat,  February  8. 
A  menage  fh>m  the  Senate  informed  llie 
Hoiue  that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amend- 
menta,  disagreed  to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  to 
establish  PoatOfflo«e  and  Post  Roads  within  the 
Daited  States,  and  do  agree  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  tiie  House  to  their  amendment  to 
the  said  InU. 

The  CodFuKeria. 

The  HoDse  resolred  itself  into  a  Oommittee 
of  the  whole  Iloase  on  the  bill  tent  from  the 
Senate, entitled,  "AnaotfortheenooDragement 
of  the  Bank  and  other  Ood  Fisheries,  and  for 
the  reflation  and  government  of  the  Ssbermen 
employed  tber^." 

The  first  section  being  read  as  follows : 

"  A  il  enaeUi,  fft^  That  tbc  boantv,  noir  alltnraii 
open  Ui«  ezportatioD  of  dried  Gih  of  Uia  fiihniM  of 
Ilia  Umted  Statei,  iLallosua  on  all  dried  Bih  export- 
ed stUr  llie  t«ii^  dtj  of  Jniw  next ;  and  In  lien 
tbenof,  and  for  the  man  Immediate  enooaragsnient 
of  ths  laid  Emeries,  thera  ih»ll  be  &flanrarda  paid,  cd 
the  laat  da;  of  December  ■unaa1l7,  to  the  omier  of 
•very  tgucI,  or  hi>  agoDt,  by  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict There  inch  veuel  may  belong,  tbat  ihall  be 
qualified  agreeably  to  law,  for  oanring  on  the  Bank 
and  other  cod  fiifaeries,  and  that  iball  actualty  have 
besn  employed  thenin  at  sea,  for  the  taim  oF  toot 
months  at  least,  of  the  fiihina  mssoq  mzt  preceding 
(i^ikb  season  Is  seooanted  to  be  fam  &»  iMt  day  of 
Fsbiiiaiy,ta  the  last  dn  of  No*«Diber  in  sTHy  year) 
breach  andereiyttm  anoh  Tessel'i  bnrdio, aoootd- 
Ingtoheradmsasunment,  ssUcensed  oreiuoUed;  if 
of  twenty  tons  sod  not  eiosediitg  tlurty  toss,  one  snd 
a  balT  dollaia,  and  if  above  tbir^  bms,  two  and  a 
half  dollars,  of  which  bounty  three-eighth  parts  ihsll 
accnis  and  belong  to  the  owner  of  inch  Sslung  ressel, 
and  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  divided  by 
him,  his  agent  or  lawful  represeatstite,  to  sod  among 
the  several  fiihennen  who  shall  have  been  employed 
Id  snch  veesel,  during  the  leaaoa  aforesaid,  or  s  part 
thereof,  as  the  ease  nay  be,  in  soch  proportioiu  a* 
file  fish  An  shall  reqieolivaly  bave  taken  may  bear 
to  ths  iriMMs  qtianli^  of  Sah  taksc  on  board  inch  ves- 
sel daring  sacA  saasoo.  Frvmdei,  That  the  boon^, 
to  be  allowed,  and  paid  on  any  vessel  for  one  seasoo, 
shall  wt  exceed  <»ie  hondred  and  seventy  dollara" 

Mr.  &1LHS  ezpreesed  some  doabt  respecting 
the  principle  of  the  bill ;  and  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
oollectini;  the  seoae  of  tbe  committee  on  the 
sabJeotL  he  tboaght  the  most  effectual  means 
wonld  ne  a  motion  to  amend  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing ont  the  whole  section.  He  aooordin^y 
made  the  motion,  obseiTnng  at  the  same  lime, 
that  be  oonld  not  positively  assert,  whether  the 
reasons  which  determined  him  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  werewellfooDdedornot;  that. 
In  matters  where  a  local  preCarenoe  is  glren,  It 
is  necessary  to  accommodate;  and  he  would  be 
bappy  if  his  objeotions  oonld  be  runoved.  The 
present  section  of  tbe  bill  appears  to  oontain  a 


direct  bonnty  on  oconpations ;  and  if  that  be  ffe 
object,  it  is  the  first  attempt  as  yet  madebj 
t^  Government  to  exercise  snch  authority; 
and  its  constitntionatity  struck  him  in  a  donbt- 
M  point  of  view ;  for  in  no  part  of  the  otmrti- 
tntion  could  he,  in  eipr««8  lerme,  find  a  pews 
given  to  Congress  to  grant  bonnties  an  oociq*- 
tions :  the  power  is  neither  directly  granted, 
nor  (by  any  reasonable  constmctjon  that  he 
ooald  give)  annexed  to  any  other  power  fsptA- 
fled  in  the  oonatitntion.  It  might  perhaps  b< 
bronght  in  nnder  a  mode  of  construction  alrea^ 
adopted  by  tbe  Honse,  vii:  that  of  "  ways  and 
ends,"  by  which  any  power  whatever  mig^t  be 
equally  implied ;  bnt  he  wished  ever  to  see  soaie 
oonnection  between  a  specified  power,  and  the 
means  adopted  for  carrying  it  mto  eseentiotu 
There  is  a  great  difierenoe  between  giving  at- 
oonragement,  and  granting  a  direct  boonty. 
Congress  have  a  right  to  regulate  eommwte; 
and  any  advantage  thereby  resulting  to  a  parti- 
cnlar  occupation  connected  with  commerce 
comes  within  that  authority ;  bnt  when  a  bounty 
is  proposed  to  a  particular  employment  or  oo- 
cQpation,  this  is  Btepping  beyond  the  cirde  of 
oommerce ;  and  socn  a  measare  will  affect  the 
whole  manufacturing  and  agricultnral  syBtem. 
In  all  oases,  the  revenue,  to  be  employed  in  tUs 
boanty,  is  drawn  trout  ail  tbe  sonroes  of  revenne 
in  the  tfniled  States,  and  confined  to  a  partico- 
lor  ol^ect.  He  was  averse  to  bounties  in  alotcst 
every  shape,  as  dercwations  from  the  cramMm 
ri^t ;  and  he  thou^t  there  would  be  no  great 
d^cnlty  in  proving,  that  a  govemment  is  both 
ninast  and  oppressive  in  establishing  eiclnuve 
rights,  monopolie&  dre.,  withont  some  very  sob- 
stantial  merit  in  the  persons  to  whom  they  are 
granted ;  although  even  In  that  case,  tlie  iffo- 
iriety  of  snch  grants  b  still  questionable.  Un- 
ler  ajnst  and  equal  government,  every  indivi- 
dnal  is  entitled  to  protection  in  the  ei^joyment 
of  tbe  whole  product  of  his  labor,  except  audi 
portion  of  it  as  is  necessary  to  enable  Govem- 
ment to  protect  the  rest ;  this  is  given  only  in 
consideration  of  tbe  protection  offered.  In 
every  bounty,  exclusive  right,  or  monopoly, 
Qovemment  violates  the  stipulation  on  her  part; 
for,  by  such  a  regulation,  tbe  prodnct  of  on 
iq's  labor  is  transferred  to  the  use  and  enjoT- 
int  of  another.  The  exercise  of  such  a  ri^ 
the  part  of  Government  can  be  justified  tn 
other  principle,  than  that  the  whole  product 
of  tbe  labor  of  every  individual  is  the  real  pro- 
perty of  Government,  and  may  be  distribnted 
among  the  several  parts  of  the  oommuui?  bj 
governmental  discretion ;  snch  a  suppositioii 
would  directly  involve  the  idea  that  every  ia- 
dividual  in  tbe  community  is  merely  a  slave  and 
bondman  to  Government,  who,  although  be  may 
labor,  is  not  to  expect  protection  in  tbe  prodnet 
of  his  labor.  An  authority  given  to  any  govern- 
ment to  eierdse  snob  a  principle,  would  lead  to 
a  complete  system  of  tyranny. 

He  entertained  fewer  doubts,  respecting  tbe 
principle,  as  it  regards  politic^]  eoouomy.  AH 
oeonpations  that  stand  in  need  of  bonntiea,  la- 
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tteaA  of  increaeiDg  the  real  irealth  of  a  country, 
rather  t«nd  to  leegen  it :  the  real  wealth  of  every 
oonntry  oonsistiog  in  the  active  product  of  nse- 
fnl  Inter  employed  in  it.  It  is  therefore  bad 
policy  to  encoTirsge  any  occapation  that  wonid 
diminiah,  instead  of  increasing  the  aggregate 
irealtb  of  the  community ;  and  if  an  occupa- 
tion IB  really  productive,  and  angmenta  the 
general  wealth,  bounties  are  onneeceeory  for  its 
npport;   for  when  it  reimburses   the   capital 


pdota,  any  forced  advantage  that  is  given  to  it 
Dy  the  Government,  only  tends  to  decrease  the 
wealth  of  the  country.  The  Bnbject,  however, 
might  be  coDsidered  in  a  more  favorable  point 
ot  view :  and  that  is,  whether  the  proTiaioQ  be 
cneatial  to  the  defence  qf  the  United  States, 
and  whether  the  bounties  proposed  in  the  bill 
wer«  more  than  equivalent  to  the  portion  of  de- 
fence that  wonId  he  procured  by  them.  The 
bill  doee  not  (in  bis  opinion)  contain  that  kind 
of  eDconragement,  which  is  essential  to  the 
national  defence.  Any  man  who  takes  a  view 
of  tbiB  conntry,  must  be  convinced  that  its  real 
npport  rises  from  the  land,  and  not  from  the 
■ea;  and  the  opposite  mistake  most  have  arisen 
merely  from  a  servile  imitation  of  the  conduct 
(rf  Great  Britain :  the  inhabitants  of  this  conn- 
try  heretofore  thonght  favorably  of  her  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Revolntion  has  not  yet  altered 
their  former  ideas  respecting  it  But  the  cir- 
camBtancefl  of  the  two  conntries  will,  on  exanli- 
UitioQ,  be  found  widely  different ;  Britain,  anr- 
roand«d  by  the  sea  on  every  .aide,  finds  a  navy 
Becessnry  to  snpport  her  commerce;  whilst 
America,  posaessea  of  an  immense  territory,  and 
having  yet  ample  room  to  cultivate  that  terri- 
tory, hea  no  occasion  to  contend  by  sea  with  any 
Enropean  power :  her  strength  and  her  resonrcea 
ate  ail  to  be  found  within  the  United  States ; 
and  if  aho  bnt  attends  to  her  internal  resoureea, 
the  object  of  national  defence  will  be  mncii 
better  answered, 

Mr,  O.  next  proceeded  to  consider  whether 
that  portion  of  the  national  defence  which 
nUght  be  derived  bam  the  fisheries,  would  not 
be  purchased  at  too  high  a  price.  Although  the 
apparent  intention  of  the  bill  is  only  to  convert 
the  present  existing  drawbacks  iutoabounW; 
yet  the  drawbaclu  being  allowed  only  to  uie 
actual  exportation  of  the  flab,  and  the  bounty 
being  granted  on  the  tonnage  of  the  fishing 
vessels,  there  can !»  no  comparative  valne  be- 
tween the  drawback  and  the  bonnty ;  they  have 
DO  necessary  relation  to  each  other,  and  the 
latter  may  exceed  the  former,  or  the  former  ex- 
ceed the  latter.  Be  had  made  a  calculation, 
lud  upon  the  moat  favorable  principles,  ground- 
ed on  the  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
Bory  and  the  Secretary  of  State.  Here  he  pro- 
duced a  calculation,  tending  to  show  that  the 
proposed  bounty  on  the  tonnage  of  the  flahing 
veeeda,  would  coodderably  exceed  the  amount 
of  the  present  drawbacks.  From  a  comparison 
between  the  bounty,  and  the  number  of  uilora 


employed  in  the  fisheries,  he  showed  what  on 
expense  each  man  would  be  to  the  United  States ; 
and,  after  other  remarks,  observed,  that  even 
Great  Britain,  whose  whole  national  support 
and  defence  depends  on  her  navy,  had  found, 
that  the  men  employed  in  the  fisheries,  thon^ 
so  necessary  Ibr  that  defence,  had  cost  her  too 
much;  that  America,  whose  consequence,  as  a 
nation,  does  not  depend  on  a  navy,  ought  to 
takealeason  from  tne  experience  of  Brit«n: 
that  he  did  not  wish  to  enterinto  a  oompetition 
with  Britain  and  Prance,  in  supplying  the  differ- 
ent markets  with  fish;  that,  as  those  natioQa 
are  able  to  hold  out  greater  encouragement  to 
their  fishermen,  than  we  can  to  ours,  we  would, 
by  such  a  competition,  only  exhaust  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  to  no  purpose ;  and 
□pon  this  principle  alone,  he  thonght  there  was 
some  reason  to  doubt  the  policy  of  the  meosnre 
proposed  in  the  section  under  consideration, 
which  therefore  he  hoped  the  committee  wonld> 
agree  to  strike  out,  nnleas  bia  objection  could  be 
obviated. 

Mr.  If  ussAT  observed,  that  in  order  to  demon- 
strate the  propriety  of  the  measure,  it  would  he 
incambent  on  the  friends  of  the  bill,  first,  to 
irove  that  the  fishery  trade  is  in  a  state  of 
lecay,  that  the  stock  employed  in  it  does  not 
yield  the  ordinary  profits,  so  as  to  justify  the 
merchants  in  embarking  their  capital  in  this 
branch  of  trade;  that  there  is  a  system  of  de- 
1  in  contemplation,  which  the  circomatancea 
le  country  call  for,  and  which  this  trade  is 
calculated  to  furnish;  that  other  bronchee  of 
trade,  which  do  not  stand  in  need  of  encourage- 
ment, are  not  equally  capable  of  furnishing  sea- 
en  for  the  purpose :  that  this  particular  object 
peculiarly  claims  the  attention  and  encourage- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  as  to  leave  for  behind 
every  consideration  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
terest, the  agricultural,  &c.  All  this  he  thought 
necessary  for  gentlemen  to  prove,  and  to  show 
some  very  strong  necessity  for  encouraging  one 
particular  class  of  men,  in  preference  to  all  oSiera. 
Mr.  GooDBUB. — It  happens  that  the  fisheries 
of  the  United  States  are  almost  entirely  confined 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  and  they  t^imlah 
a  considerable,  a  principal  portion  of  our  export 
trade.  As  we  are  a  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  IJnited  States  in  general  are  intereated  in 
the  proBperity  of  that  branch  of  business,  so  far 
at  least  as  it  contributea  to  the  national  defence: 
it  ftu^iahes  a  copious  nursery  of  hardy  seamen, 
and  offers  a  never-failing  source  of  protection 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  If  we 
engage  in  a  war  with  any  European  power, 
those  seamen  will  he  excluded  from  their  ordi- 
nary employment^  and  must  have  recourse  to 
privateering.  During  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  we  annoyed  the  enemy  more  in  that 
line  than  in  all  others ;  and  had  it  not  l)een  for 
privateering,  it  would  often  have  been  Imposm- 
ble  to  keep  together  our  armies,  who  frequently, 
in  the  hour  of  need,  were  supplied  by  uie  pri- 
vatoera  with  ammunition  and  clothing,  of  whidi 
they  were  wholly  destitnte.    All  that  we  wish 
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to  obtun  b;  tUs  bill  la,  tliat  ve  iomj  not  be 
liardMi«d  with  dntiea.  &a  opiaioD  ha»  been 
entertiinod,  that  no  drawbacia  ot^t  to  be 
allowed  on  the  re-esportation  of  article*  iiU' . 
ported  from  foreign  conntrka ;  bat  if  this  opin- 
ion were  to  obtain  in  pracCica,  and  no  draw- 
baoka  were  t«  be  admitted,  we  most  ixoifine  our 
Importation  to  articles  for  onr  own  connunption. 
Tlie  drawback  allowed  by  the  eii«ting  law,  oa 
Ou  eiportatioD  of  aalt  &h,  waa  calculated  to 
be  oolj  eqnal  to  tiae  dutj  beforehand  paid  on 
the  quantity  of  salt  nsed  in  curing  the  Bah ;  bnt 
the  fiahermen  complain  thnt,  as  the  act  now 
standa,  they  are  whollr  axdudad  from  anj  par- 
tidpation  in  the  beoent,  which  centres  entirely 
in  uie  ooffera  of  the  nerchanta.  The  ol^eet  of 
the  present  bill  ia,  only  to  repay  the  same  money 
into  the  hands  of  those  persona  who  are  imme- 
diately ooncemed  in  catching  the  flab;  and 
there  can  no  reaaooable  objection  he  made  to 
ouch  a  transfer  of  the  drawbaolc,  as  GoTenunent 
win  not  lose  a  euigia  dollar  by  the  change.  The 
gentleman  from  vii^nia  (Mr.  Gaw)  t^ks  of 
the  nncoDstitiitioaaUty  of  granting  bomildea; 
bat  no  bounty  ia  reqnlred.  We  only  ask,  in 
another  mode,  the  nsnal  drawback  for  the  aalt 
nsed  on  the  fialL  If  we  can  make  it  ^pear 
that  the  bin  doea  not  contemplate  any  greater 
sums  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  than  are 
already  allowed,  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  no 
firther  opposition  will  be  made  to  the  messare ; 
and  that  this  Is  really  the  case,  can  be  proved 
by  documents  from  the  Treasury  oQ3c«.  Hare 
he  read  a  statement  and  catonlstion  to  prore 
his  assertion;  and  to  show  that  the  TJoited 
States  will  probably  pay  one  thousand  dollars 
pw  annum  less  in  the  proposed  boonties  on  the 
tonnage  of  the  fishing  vessels,  than  they  would 
in  the  drawbaoks  on  the  ezportation  of  the  ftib. 
The  fishermen,  he  continued,  are  now  under  no 
oofitrol ;  and  in  consequence  of  Uua  want  of  a 
proper  restrunt,  they  often  take  whims  into 
their  heads  and  qnit  the  vessels  during  the 
fistilD^  aeaaon.  To  prevent  the  Inconvemeuces 
of  this  practice,  the  bill  eontemplataa  their  ex- 
du^on  from  the  bounty,  nnleas  they  enter  into 
sach  contracts  and  regulations,  ss  may  be  fonnd 
necessary  for  the  proper  and  successful  conduct- 
ing of  the  business,  which,  from  our  adran- 
tageons  aitnatiou,  would  he  entirely  in  our  hands, 
if  we  did  not  meet  with  such  oppoeltion  and 
discouragement  from  foreigu  nations,  whose 
bounties  to  their  own  flshennen,  together  with 
the  duties  laid  upon  oar  fish,  would,  to  perscms 
loss  advantageously  situated  than  ns^  amount 
almcet  to  a  total  prohibition. 

In  the  Report  from  the  Secretai7  of  Btate,  a 
drawback  is  conteinplated  of  the  duti^  on  all 
foreign  articles,  nsed  by  the  aeamen  employed 
in  the  fishing  trade,  snch  as  coSbe,  mm,  &o. ;  but 
we  ask  it  on  the  aalt  alone;  nor  is  it  asked  as  a 
boOQty,  but  merely  as  a  transfer  from  the  hand 
of  the  merchant  to  that  of  the  fishermen. 

Mr.  Whitr  had  no  objection  to  give  the  trade 
a  proper  degree  of  eocoaragement;  bnt  be  did 
not  reliah  the  idea  of  granting  bountiesj  If  any 
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genUaman  would  prepare  an  amendiMBt,  «> 
to  make  them  drawfawcka  in  fact,  aa  wdlvii 
words,  he  would  consent  to  the  measurt. 

JCr.  Akbs,  afW  some  introdsctory  olxni» 
tions,  adverted  to  the  necessity  of  fixing  hw 
point  in  which  both  ndes  woold  agree.  Kfr 
pates,  he  said,  could  not  be  t«rmiDattd~« 
more  properly,  they  could  not  be  man^  * 
all,  if  some  first  principles  were  not  ooocalel 
The  parties  would  want  vet^txis  br  ihe  oa- 
troveray. 

Law  IS  in  some  ooanMea  tlte  Toke  of  goven- 
meat,  which  bends  or  lireaka  toe  necka  ef  At 

EBople;  but,  thank  Heavnt,  in  tlus  cooDtrjiit 
a  man's  shield-^his  coat  of  mul-— his  csslk  d 
safety.  It  is  laon  than  his  defence:  it  it  Ui 
we^on  to  pnoish  thoaa  who  invade  Ua  ri^ 
— it  is  the  inatromait  which  asHats— it  b  tU 
price  that  rewords  his  indastry. 

If  I  say  that  fishermen  have  equal  rif^ta  «iA 
other  men,  every  gentleman  feels  in  hia  on 
bosom  a  principle  oif  assent.  If  I  say  tlut  M 
man  shall  pay  a  tax  wi  sendinghii  propcitf  Ml 
of  the  country,  the  constitotioa  wiu  OHiBniitt; 
for  the  constitution  says,  n«  dtU}/  ikaUii  Ui 
on  exporti.  If  I  say,  tlkat  on  en>c«tiDg  dritd 
flah,  the  exporter  is  entitled  to  ^wbsii  tb 
duty  paid  on  the  salt,  I  gay  no  more  tliaa  tin 
law  of  the  land  has  confirmed.  PIwd  md  durt 
as  these  principles  are,  they  include  tha  vkk 
controversy.  For  I  consider  the  law  al!a>iiif 
the  drawback  as  the  right  of  the  fi^herf,  tk 
defects  of  that  Ltw  as  ^  wrong  suffered,  u^ 
the  bill  before  us  as  the  rwncdy.  The  A*«» 
of  the  law  are  many  and  grievooai  6u^eaii| 
840,000  qiuntoUs  exported — 

The  nh  dot}*  is tU,W 

The  dcawtackii  only     ....      *M" 

Lorn  to  {be  EMhery       .        .       .        S,'^ 
When**  Govcnunent  pays  $46,900,  «1 
IS}  cents,  inclndiug  oh^vea,  Tbich  ire 
B|  etDt»  ao  a  qaioul ;  nhkh  a  trajool 
what  tba  fishery  receives     .         .         .        H,** 

BciiuF  a  clear  Iwa  to  tfas  Gnctn- 

mSitar  .  .         .         .         I,t« 

So  that,  though  the  whole  is  mt«nd«d  &r  tin 
benefit  of  the  fishery,  about  one-fonrth  of  ifW 
is  paid  is  not  so  applied :  there  is  a  iiesfj  l"" 
both  to  Government  and  the  fishery.  Er* 
what  is  paid  on  the  esport  is  nearly  loal  toowj; 
the  bounty  Is  not  paid  till  the  expiatsilon,  of 
then,  tin  six  months  have  elapeed;  whereBU* 
duty  on  sslt  is  paid  before  the  fish  is  takai :  n 
is  paid  to  the  exporter,  not  to  the  flsheniufc 
The  bounty  is  so  mdlrect,  that  the  po«  fW*" 
man  loses  sight  of  iL  It  is  paid  to  such  persWi 
in  snch  places,  and  at  aaoh  period^  as  to  dis- 
appoint its  good  effects;  pasang  tbrcMli  » 
many  handa,  and  paying  so  many  ja™B  to 
each,  it  is  almost  absorbed.  The  eocoorsp- 
ment,  too.  Is  greatest  in  sacoessfn]  year^  *''>*' 
least  needed ;  and  is  least  in  bad  fishing  seascM 
when  it  is  most  needftd.  It  la  a  very  P*'?'^?"' 
embarrassing  regulatJMi  to  the  oflteen  of  ^^' 
enunuit  and  to  th9  axp<n7twi  hence  thegn*> 
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ohane:  and,  with  all  this  charge  and  trouble^ 
it  is  liable  to  many  frauds.  Four  hundred  milea 
of  ooaat,  Uttle  tovna,  no  officer.  All  theee  de- 
feota  the  bill  remediea ;  and,  beaides,  gives  the 
mtmef  on  condition  that  certain  rt^nlationa  are 
mbmitted  to,  which  are  worth  almost  as  much 
as  the  money. 

The  bin  a  defended  on  three  grounds,  first, 
it  will  promote  the  national  wealth ;  teoond, 
the  natioital  safety;  third,  Jottioe  requires  it; 
the  last  is  fiiQ j  relied  on. 

To  show  that  the  fiahery  will  increase  the 
wealth  of  the  nation,  it  csonot  be  iropraper  to 
mention  its  great  vslne.  The  export  before  the 
war  brought  mwe  than  a  million  of  dollars  into 
this  countiT ;  probably  it  is  not  less  at  present, 
and  no  small  part  in  gold  and  silver.  It  ia  oom- 
pDted  that  thirty  thonsand  persooH,  including 
four  thousand  seamen,  subsist  by  it.  Manj^  say, 
very  composedly,  if  it  will  not  muntun  itse^ 
let  it  &]t  But  we  should  not  only  lose  the 
aonnal  million  of  dollars  which  it  brings  us;  an 
immense  capital  would  be  lost.  The  flshiog 
towoa  are  built  on  the  naked  rooks,  or  barren 
■anda,  on  the  side  of  the  sea.  Those  epote, 
however,  where  trade  would  sioken  and  die — 
which  husbandry  scorns  to  till — and  which 
nstnre  eeems  to  have  devoted  to  eternal  bar- 
renaeas,  are  selected  by  industry  to  work  mira- 
cles on.  EoOMS,  stores,  and  wharves,  are 
erected,  and  a  rest  property  created,  all  depend- 
ing on  this  business.  Before  you  think  it  a 
li^t  thing  to  consign  them  to  rnin,  see  if  you 
can  compute  what  they  oost;  if  they  oatrun 
your  fignree,  then  ooofess  tbat  it  would  be  bad 
economy,  as  well  as  bad  policy,  to  suffer  rival 
nationa  to  ruin  our  fishery,  liie  regnladous  of 
fofrign  nations  tend  to  bring  this  ruin  about. 
France  and  England  equally  endeavor,  in  the 
language  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  mount 
their  marine  on  the  destraotion  of  our  fishery. 
The  fishtfe  at  Newfonndlaud  are  allowed  libend 
bounty  by  the  English  Government ;  and,  in 
the  French  West  Indies,  we  meet  bounties  on 
their  fish  and  duties  on  our  own,  and  theee 
imoant  to  the  price  of  the  fish.  From  the 
Engiiah  islands  we  are  quite  shut  ontj  yet  such 
ts  the  force  of  our  natural  advantages,  that  we 
have  not  yielded  to  these  rivals.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  made  these  statementa  in  hb 
Eeport. 

The  more  flsh  we  catch,  the  cheaper;  the 
En^iflh  fish  will  need  a  neater  bounty:  whereas 
if  we  should  yield,  the  English  would  probably 
need  no  bounty  at  all;  they  would  have  the 
mcmopoly.  For  example ;  sappose  the  £nglish 
can  flab  at  two  dollars  the  quintal — we  catch  so 
mnch  that  we  sell  at  one  dollar  and  two'thirds: 
the  lose  to  them  is  one-third  of  a  dollar  on  each 
quintal.  They  most  have  that  sum  as  a  bounty. 
Whereaa,  if  we  increase  our  fishery,  a  greater 
and  a  greater  bounty  is  needed  by  foreign  na- 
tiona.  The  contest  so  peinflillv  snstained  by 
tbem  DBut  be  yielded  at  last,  and  we  shall  enjoy 
alme  an  immense  fund  of  wealth  to  the  nation, 
irhioli  nature  has  made  oura;  and  though  &«■ 
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tignera  disturb  the  poesesrion,  we  shall  final^ 
eqjc^  it  peaoeably  and  exdusiTely.  K  the  lancb 
of  £entu<^  are  invaded,  you  drive  off  the  in- 
vader; and  so  yon  ought.  Why  not  proteot 
this  property  as  well  t    These  opinions  are  sup- 

Cid  by  no  common  authority.  The  State  of 
aohusetts  having  repreeented  the  disoonr- 
agements  of  the  fishery,  the  subject  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  Btate ;  he  con- 
firms the  facts  stated  in  the  petition;  he  aays  it 
is  too  poor  a  businees  to  pay  any  thing  to  Gov- 
ernment. 

Yet,  instead  of  asking  bounties,  or  a  reml»' 
man  of  the  duties  on  the  articlea  consumed,  we 
ask  nothing  but  to  g^ve  us  our  own  money  back, 
which  you  received  under  an  engagement  to  pay 
it  back,  in  case  the  sriide  should  be  exported. 
If  nothing  was  in  view,  therefore,  bnt  to  pro- 
mote national  wealth,  it  seems  plain  that  this 
branch  ought  to  be  protected  and  preserved ; 
because,  under  all  the  disoonragements  it  sufibra, 
it  increases,  and  every  year  more  and  more  en- 
riches the  country,  and  promises  to  become  aa 
inexhanstibla  fimd  of  wealth. 

Ano&er  view  has  been  taken  of  the  subject 
which  is  dnwn  front  the  naval  protection 
afforded,  in  time  of  war,  by  a  fishery.  Our 
coasting  and  foreign  -  trade  are  increasing 
rapidly ;  bnt  the  richer  our  trade  beoomee,  the 
better  prize  to  the  enemy :  so  fer  from  protect- 
ing us,  it  would  be  the  very  thing  that  would 
tempt  bim  to  go  to  war  with  us.  As  the  rice  and 
the  tobacco  planter  cbeernilly  pay  for  armies, 
and  turn  out  in  the  militia  to  protect  their  pro- 
perty on  shore,  they  cannot  be  so  much  de- 
ceived as  to  wish  to  have  it  left  unprotected 
when  it  is  afloat ;  especially  when  ft  is  known 
that  this  protection,  tnongh  more  effectual  than 
the  whole  revenue  expeuded  on  a  navy  could 
procure,  will  not  cost  a  farthing ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  will  enrich  while  it  protects  the  nation. 
The  coasters  and  other  seamen,  hi  the  event  of 
a  war,  would  be  doubly  in  demand,  and  oould 
neither  protect  themselvee  nor  annoy  the  enemy 
to  any  considerable  degree ;  but  the  fishermen, 
thrown  out  of  business  by  a  war,  would  be 
instftotl^  in  action.  They  would,  as  they  for- 
merly did,  embark  in  privateers ;  baring  nothing 
to  lose,  and  every  thing  to  hope,  they  wonld  not 
dishonor  their  former  fame.  Their  mode  of  lUb 
makeathemexpertandbardyseamen.  Nothing 
can  be  more  adventurous.  They  oast  anchor 
on  the  banks,  three  hundred  leiwnes  from  land, 
and  with  a  great  length  of  cable  ride  out  the 
storms  of  winter.  If  the  gsle  proves  too  strong 
they  often  dnk  at  their  anobora,  and  are  fiwd 
for  fish  which  they  came  to  take :  for  ever  wet 
the  aea  almost  becomes  their  element.  OtAa 
and  labor  in  that  region  of  frost,  brace  th^ 
bodies,  and  they  become  as  hardy  as  tbe  beara 
on  the  islands  of  ice :  tbeir  skill  and  spirit  are 
not  inferior :  familiar  with  danger,  they  deepiaa 
it.  If  I  were  to  recite  their  exploits,  tbe  theme 
would  find  evNy  American  heart  already  glow- 
ing with  (he  recollection  of  them;  it  wonld 
kindle  more  enthosiasm  than  the  aulfleot  ha* 
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oeed  of.  M;  view  la  odI  j  to  ^>pul  to  bets,  to 
evince  the  importanoe  of  the  flahaiy  ai  a  meaiu 
of  naval  protection.  It  is  proper  to  paw  orer 
Bunker's  Hill,  thoash  memorable  bjtlie  valor 
of  a  regiment  of  fisaennen ;  nor  is  it  neoenarj 
to  mention,  Airther,  that  five  hnndred  fiaher' 
men  foogbt  at  Trenton. 

It  is  kaowQ,  that  the  privatMra  manned  by 
flfihennen,  in  want  of  everj  thing,  not  excepting 
arms,  which  they  depended  on  taking  from 
their  enemies,  brooght  into  port  warlike  stores 
of  ever;  kind,  as  well  aa  ever;  kind  of  mer- 
chandise sufficient  for  the  army  and  ooantrj  : 
the  war  oonld  not  have  been  canied  on  without 
them.  Among  other  exploits  almost  beyond 
belief,  one  instance  is  worth  relating:  these 
people,  in  a  privateer  of  rixleen  gaoa,  and  one 
nnndred  and  fifty  men,  in  one  croise  took  more 
than  twenty  ships,  with  upwards  of  two  hmi- 
dred  gnno,  and  nearly  fonr  hundred  men.  The 
privateers  from  a  singla  diatrict  of  Masmchosetlfl, 
where  the  flahei;  is  cfiieflT  seated,  took  more 
than  two  thonsand  vessels,  oeing  one  third  of 
the  British  merchant  vessels,  and  brought  in 
near  one  thousand  two  hondred.  A  hundred 
sail  of  privateers,  manned  by  fishermen,  would 
aoonr  every  sea  in  case  of  a  war. 

The  first  qoeation  is,  how  mnch  does  Oovem- 
ment  receive  by  the  daty  on  the  salt  nsed  In 
onring  the  fish  which  is  exported  I  The  quan- 
tity of  fish  mnst  be  known.  Several  ways  of 
information  are  to  be  explored.  The  Secretary 
of  State  supposes  the  fish  of  17M  t«  be  8S4,2T6 
qnintals.  A  Treaaory  return  of  fish  exported 
from  Angnst,  20,  1789,  to  September  SO,  1790, 
which  is  thirteen  and  one-third  months,  is 
S78,721  quintals.  For  a  year,  equal  to  8W,S19 
quintals. 

Foreign  dried  fish  imported  from  August  IS, 
17B9,  to  AngUBt,  1790,  8,701  qnintala ;  five  per 
outt.  drawback  thereon  is  only  three  hundred 
and  ten  dollars,  at  one  dollar  and  uity-slx  oeots 
pw  qaintal.  Kr.  Gilu  is  mistaken  in  suppos- 
mg  that  foreign  fish  dedacts  $16,000  from  our 
eetimate.  Return  of  fish  in  seven  months,  from 
Hay  80,  to  December,  1790,  exported,  idl  fish 
of  the  United  Statea,  197,278  quintals:  which, 
for  a  year,  is  888,184  quintals.  The  medium 
may  be  fairly  taken  for  the  time  past  at  340,000 
quintals  a  year. 

Six  gentlemen  of  Uarblehead  certify,  that  5,043 
hogsheads,  or  40,844  basbeU  of  salt,  were  used 
on  88,497^  quintals;  which,  for  840,000  quin- 
tals, gives  86G,200  huahela.  The  duty,  at  twelve 
cents,  is  $42,744,  which  Oovernment  recdves. 
But  the  charge  to  the  United  States,  is,  at  thii^ 
teen  and  a  half  cents  per  quintal  .  |4S,900 
Whereof  the  fishery  receives  ten  cents 

OB  each  quintal  exported  .        84,000 

Charges  as  the  law  stands        ,        .        11,900 

Further,  this  is  but  an  estimate  made  up 
fh>m  what  the  last  year  proved.  The  next  may 
be  very  different,  and  probably  it  will  be.  If 
more  money  should  be  demanded  than  $44,000, 
we  must  not  be  accused  of  misleading  Ccngress. 
But  in  that  ease  aa  inore*<a  would  tw  maie  by 


law ;  for  the  more  fish  is  exported,  the  mora 
thirteen  and  a  half  oenta  must  be  paid ;  so  that 
the  bill  creates  no  burden  in  that  way.  But 
the  inoreaae  of  the  export  of  fish  will  probably 
operate  in  favor  of  Oovernment.  For  it  ii 
known  that  the  economy,  skill,  and  activity  of 
the  fishery  are  making  progress.  Its  snccess 
has  progrened.  The  more  fish  to  a  vesNl,  the 
chewier  the  allowance  on  the  tonnage.  There- 
fare,  the  tonnage  of  vessels  will  not  increaae  in 
a  ratio  with  the  increase  of  the  fish. 

The  very  objections  prove  this.  For  they 
deem  the  encouragement  too  great  But  any 
enoouragement  must  have  the  efibet. 

The  difference  of  the  agreements  for  dis- 
trihudng  the  fish  according  to  the  present  prvy 
tice,  or  by  this  lull,  makes  a  great  one  in  the 
quantity  taken.  The  bill  reforms  the  practiM 
in  tbis  point  Marblehead  vessels  take  less  than 
those  from  Beverly.  The  former  throw  the 
fish  into  a  common  atook,  which  is  aiterwards 
divided  upon  a  plan  very  unfKendly  to  exoticn. 
A  man  works  for  the  whole — perhaps  twelve 
honra,  and  they  take  about  eight  hunored  quin- 
tals to  a  vessel.  But  in  Beverly,  the  exntiMi 
is  as  great  as  can  be  made ;  eighteen  hours  a 
day,  because  each  man  has  what  he  catchei^ 
and  they  catch  eleven  hundred  quintals. 

Marblehead  seamen  sailing  from  other  towns, 
and  dividing  as  last  mentioned,  which  the  biD 
establishee,  seldom  &il  to  catch  two  or  threa 
hundred  quintals  more  than  veaaela  and  men 
from  Marblehead  on  the  first  plan.  Acoordin^y, 
I  assert  on  good  authority,  that  the  inta^ase  in 
Marblehead  only  may  be  computed  at  fifleen 
thousand  quintala,  merely  in  consequence  of  tbs 
reform  bv  the  bUl.  The  best  informed  persoos 
whom  I  nave  consulted,  enterttun  no  doubt  that 
the  export,  in  case  the  bill  abould  pan,  would 
not  be  leas  than  four  hundred  thousand  qnintatt^ 
probably  more ;  but  at  four  hundred  thousand 

ntals,  it  woidd  add  seven  thousand  two  hiu- 
dollarsmore  to  thessltduty;  aaummore 
than  equal  to  any  estimate  of  the  actual  ton- 
nage, or  any  probable  Increase  of  it    .    $4S,T44 
7,30a 

Salt  duty  on  400,000  quintals       .        49,»44 
Other  &cts  confirm  the  theory,  that  skill  and 
exertion  are  increasing  in  this  bumneea. 

In  1776,  as,000  tons,  4,40S  seaman.  Fi^ 
sold  fbr  $1,071,000.  In  1790,  three-fourths  of 
the  seamen  and  three-ttturths  of  the  tonnap 
take  as  much  fish.  It  is  owing  to  this  that  our 
fishery  stood  the  competition  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

Finally,  the  average  in  fritnre  may  be  reUed 
on  not  to  be  lew  than  850,000  qnintala. 
Salt  duty  on  which        .        .        .     $48,9*4 

Bounties 44,000 

Wanted M 

The  calcolatjona  first  made  will  answer  the 
purpose, 
840,000  qnintala  pay  sdt  daly  $43,744 

Tonnage  Wmty    ....       44,000 
Wanted l,aH 
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This  ia  the  mi^tT  defect.  Observe  the  au- 
thentic retnrn  of  tne  export  of  fish  maj  be, 
md  we  can  ahnost  prove  it  to  be,  below  the 
future  export.  Whereas,  to  banish  all  donbt,  we 
go  to  (he  top  of  the  scale  for  the  tonnage,  we  take 
wiist  we  know  to  be  the  otmost.  This  we 
might  hare  repreeeDt«d  more  favorably  if  we 
had  chosen  to  conceaJ  taij  thing.  But  even 
this  will  answer  our  purpose. 

For  two  hnodred  tons  are  wanting  in  the 
estimate  of  the  bonnUes,  being  nineteen  thon- 
Hnd  eight  hundred,  not  twentj  thonsand,  which 
will  uie  off  one-third  of  the  deficient  snm. 

The  tonnage  over  raity-eight,  which  receivee 
DotMog,  is  not  mentioned ;  and  which  probably 
it  not  fesa  than  another  tturd. 

The  boats  nnder  five  tona,  thongh  trifling,  are 
to  be  noticed — they  receive  nothing. 

Bnt,  above  all,  the  chanoM  of  non-compliance 
with  the  regolations  are  in  favor  of  the  remain- 
der of  the  twelve  hundred  and  fifty-siz  dollars 
bdng  stopped.  Boats  may  not  get  twelve  qnin- 
tals  to  the  ton,  or  Teseele  may  have  their  voyo- 
gM  broken  np,  and  not  stay  four  months  on  the 
Bjbing  gronnd ;  in  either  case  they  woold  receive 
nothing.  Take  all  these  tc^ther,  ia  it  not  to  be 
doabted  that  twelve  hundred  and  fifly-  . 
lira  wis  remmi  of  the  forty-four  tiionBuid  in  the 
Treuuryl 

Bnt  tbeee  are  triflee  which  I  cannot  believe 
gentlemen  are  anxions  about 

For  the  event  cannot  be  rednced  to  a  certainty, 
"   ■  -■  ■  of  fiah  will  be  exported, 

Bnt  as  Oovemment  may 
more  than  it  will  pay,  the  chance  may  tnm  the 
other  way,  and  it  may  have  to  pay  a  few  hnn- 
dred  dollars  more  than  it  will  nave  received. 
We  have  seen  that  the  chance  is  most  in  favor 
rf  Oovemment,  Bat  one  chance  must  balance 
the  other.  This  answer  is  sincerely  relied 
imodone. 

I  barely  mentioo  that  the  wear  of  cordage, 
cd)l«s,  a^a,  and  anchors,  is  very  great.  These 
tilicle^on  being  imported,  paydnties.  So  that 
It  is  probable  the  extra  duty  [uid  by  the  fishery 
on  thttr  eztm  consumption,  will  overbalance 
■Dj  little  sums  rappoeed  to  exceed  in  the  bounty. 

It  has  been  ask^  as  if  some  cmmiitg  was  de- 
tected, why  if  the  money  received  in  the  Trea- 
•my  to  pay  (he  drawbacks  Is  eqoal  to  the  pro- 

rid  boimties,  a  further  appropriation  should 
EDBdet  This  cnnnutg  question  admits  ot 
ttnrtl  very  rimple  answers. 

The  bin  being  for  seven  yeare,  the  average 
prednet  is  the  proper  snm  to  be  calculated.  Bnt 
lb*  three  firet  years  may  fall  short  of  the  boon- 
fits,  say  two  thoosand  dollars  a  year,  which  it 
u  thonsand  dollars. 

The  fbnr  last  may  exceed  two  thonsand  dol- 
lui,  m  elg^t  thousand  dollars. 

Shall  a  poor  fisherman  wait  for  the  whole,  or 
if  he  takes  his  part  according  to  the  money  hi 
the  Treasury — for  a  twenty-fourth  part  of  the 
bomty  on  his  veeeel,  trota  17M  to  1796t 

Sd.  This  delay  TOQldh^>pQn  after  a  bad  year, 


the  very  time  wlien  he  woold  most  need  prompt 
ly. 

8d.  But  fiah  taken  this  year  will  not  be  ex- 
ported till  December  next.    Therefore  the  mo- 
ney will  not  be  stopped  by  the  drawback  as  the 
law  stands,  till  mx  months  after. 
A  substitute  has  been  proposed  for  the  clause, 
Impropriate  the  drawback  only. 
Tlus  is  absolntely  Improper.    For  the  ten 
cents  allowed  as  drawbau  is  but  a  part  of  the 
duty  p^d  on  salt,    Itia  not  easy  to  see  any  rea- 
son why  a  part  stopped  at  the  Treasury  should 
be  eqnu  to  the  whole  paid  there  long  before. 
The  drawback  falls  near  nine  thousand  dollars 
short  of  the  salt  duty  received  by  the  Oovem- 
ment   The  expense  of  the  drawback  would  be 
very  heavy  and  useless. 

Nor  may  gentlemen  uiprehesd  that  Govern- 
ment, by  paying  next  December,  will  advance 
money  to  the  fluiery.  The  salt  duty  will  have 
been  pdd,  and  Government  will  have  the  nw  of 
the  money  many  months  before  the  fishermen 
will  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  bonntiee. 

It  is  left  to  the  candor  of  the  genUemen  who 
have  urged  this  oUection,  whet£er  a  better  or 
farther  answer  is  desired. 

After  having  laboriously  gone  tbrongh  the 
estimate  of  the  probable  ^port  of  fish,  it  wiU 
not  be  necessary  to  be  eqnally  minnt«  aa  to  the 
■nantity  or  kind  of  veasels  which  are  to  recdve 
be  bounty. 

The  estimate  we  believe  to  be  very  high. 
Tliat  it  is  high  enough,  we  snppoee  very  proba- 
ble fh>m  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat& 
which  b  only  nineteen  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  tons. 

This  mode  of  paying  the  bounty  on  the  ton- 
nage is  very  ample  and  safe.  The  meaaorement 
is  already  made  and  costs  nothing ;  and  as  It 
was  made  to  pay  adnty  on  tonnage,  we  are  very 
sure  that  Government  will  not  be  cheated  by  an 
over-measnre.  The  mode  of  paying  the  draw- 
back, as  the  law  now  stands,  is  eipeneive,  per- 
Sleied  and  emban-asaing;  liable  to  franda  and 
Blays, 

This  intricst«  and  dIagnstiDg  detail  of  calcul&- 
ttons  was  necessary  to  satisfy  toe  committee  that 
each  of  the  three  groonds  of  defence  on  wMch 
the  bill  rests,  is  t«nable. 

Instead  of  impoveriahlng  the  nation  by  toat- 
tering  the  treasnree  of  the  whole  to  benefit  a 
part,  it  appears  that  ve  are  preserving  a  mine  of 
treasure.  In  point  of  naval  protection,  we  can 
scarcely  estimate  the  fishery  too  highly.  It  is 
always  ready,  alwas  equal  to  the  ocject;  it  )r 
almost  the  oolj  suffident  source  of  security  hj 
sea.  Our  navigation  is  certainly  a  predona  in- 
terest of  the  country.  But  no  part  of  our  navi- 
gation can  vie  with  the  fishery  in  respect  to  the 
protection  it  affords.  There  la  no  pidnt  which 
regards  our  national  wealth  or  national  safety, 
in  respect  to  which  it  seemapracticahle'todoto 
moch  with  BO  little. 

We  rely  on  the  evidence  befi»e  yoo,  that  the 
public  wul  not  snstain  the  cbaige  of  a  di^lar. 
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Those  (Higbt  not  to  doabt  the  e-videnoe  who 
oaimot  invalidate  it.  If  then  the  fishermen 
ask  ;oQ  to  restore  011I7  th^  own  money,  will 
jou  deny  them  t  Will  yon  return  to  every  oth- 
er person  exporting  datied  goods  the  money  he 
has  paid,  and  will  yon  reftise  the  poor  fisherman  t 
If  there  most  be  an  instanoe  of  the  kind,  will 

fou  single  ont  for  this  oppressiTe  partiality,  that 
ranch  which  is  d«scrib«d  by  the  Secretary  of 
Stat«  as  too  poor  even  to  brar  its  own  part  of 
the  common  bnrden;  that  branch  which  nev- 
ertheless has  borne  the  neglect  of  our  natJOQ, 
end  the  persecution  of  foreign  prohibitions  and 
dnties ;  s  branch  which,  thoogh  we  have  re- 
o^ved  much  and  expect  more,  both  of  money 
tod  services,  nrges  no  claims  but  siidi  as  oom- 
monjustice  has  sanctioned  t 

J£r.  OansT  having  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
words"bonnty  allowed"  in  order  to  insert  ol- 
hvana  made,  by  way  of  aoooramodation, 

Hi.  VvBBiT  observed,  that  the  qnestinn  was, 
vbelher  a  bounty  ahould  be  given  for  the  en- 
Doorogement  of  the  fishery:  the  amendment 
propMod  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Guibt)  did  not  altertbe  principle— it  was 
atjll  "  the  old  eoeked  hit  "  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other,  "  ike  eoehed  old  hat ; "  the  gentle- 
man firom  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Fitzsimonb)  had 
asserted,  that  Oonsreaa  have  a  right  to  alter  the 
drawbacks,  and  aUow  them  in  any  other  mode, 
by  which  die  citizens  may  receive  back  their 
own  moaey ;  bnt  tliis  is  not  a  case  of  that  na- 
ture ;  for  uie  bill  says,  "  in  case  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated (Jot  th^  payment  of  the  dutiei)  shall 
be  inadequate,  the  defiolency  shall  be  supplied 
from  the  Treagory ;"  here  the  Treasury  is  pledged 
for  the  payment  of  the  bounties ;  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  not  on  the  principle  of  changing  the 
drawback,  but  the  giving  encouragement  to  a 
particniar  branch,  at  the  expense  of  the  commu- 
nity at  large. 

Mr.  Barnwell  observed,  that  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  fisheries,  look  un  the 
proposed  mode  of  encouragement  as  the  best; 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to  use  the 
pfls  of  the  public  in  the  most  advantageous 
manner :  that,  if  he  were  himself  concerned  in 
the  cultivation  of  any  particular  commodity,  for 
the  encouragement  of  which  a  sum  were  grant- 
ed, he  would  be  much  surprised  to  meet  a  refu- 
sal, in  case  he  should  come  forward  and  pro- 
pose some  more  effectual  mode  of  applying  that 
grant:  that  even  if  the  bounties  should  happen 
to  exceed  the  drawbacks,  by  ^ght  or  ten  thoa- 
Band  dollars,  the  nnmlrer  of  seamen  to  be  mwn- 
t^ned  vpouid  be  well  worth  that  snm:  that 
whenever  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the 
President  of  the  United  Btates  are  of  opinion 
that  the  general  wel&re  will  be  promoted  by 
raising  any  sum  of  monev,  they  have  undoubted 
right  to  raise  it,  providea  that  the  taxes  be  tri- 
form ;  that  although  it  may  not  at  present  be  an 
object  of  great  consequence  to  America  to  be- 
come a  maritime  power,  yet  it  is  of  some  im- 
portance to  have  constantly  at  hand  a  nnrsery 
of  seamen,  to  ftimiah  our  merchants  with  the 


meana  of  transporting  thrir  oommoditiee  aesou 
the  sea ;  that,  whaterer  allowanoe  or  boonty  ■ 
granted  upon  ai^  particolar  commodity,  mut 
ever  be  paid  by  the, whole,  tot  tb«  advantage  of 
a  part,  whether  it  be  npon  cotton  to  the  Son& 
ward,  opon  fish  to  the  Eastward,  or  npon  other 
commooities  to  the  Middle  States ;  that  if  tbe 

E)ple  cannot  have  so  much  oonfidence  in  thai 
prteentaUves,  as  to  trust  them  with  the  pow- 
er of  granting  boontiea,  the  Government  mnsi 
be  a  very  paltry  one  indeed.  The  oljeot  of  tk 
bill  was  only  to  allow  to  the  flabermen,  in  the 
manner  that  would  be  moat  beneficial  to  then, 
the  same  sum  that  would  otherwise  be  allowed. 
If^  however,  from  time  and  experienoe,  it  should 
appear  that  this  boonty  proved  an  imposition  on 
Govemment,he  would  not  hesitate  to  revoke  it 

Mr.  Gckkt.— The  State  of  Massachusetlaaab 
nothing  more  than  equal  Justice.  We  do  not 
come  forward  to  request  &vors  from  the  United 
States,  we  only  wish  that  the  same  system  whidi 
ia  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  tTnion,  may  be 
applied  to  us.  But,  in  examining  this  question, 
we  wish  that  genUemen  would  not  make  distinc- 
tions which  will  not  admit  of  a  difference. 

The  proposed  allowance  has  been  called  a 
bonnty  on  occupation,  and  is  s^d  to  be  vuy 
different  fh)m  that  encouragement,  which  is  the 
incidental  result  of  a  general  commercial  ^s- 
tem ;  bnt  in  reality  it  is  no  bounty-:  a  boim^ 


of  a  bounty,  which  admits  of  receiving  from  ttis 
person,  on  whom  it  is  conferred,  the  amount  of 
what  is  granted.  We  have  imposed  a  duty  on 
salt,  and  thereby  draw  a  certain  snm  of  nuney 
from  the  fishermen ;  the  drawback  ia,  in  all  in- 
stances, the  amount  of  the  money  received; 
this  is  all  we  ask;  and  we  ask  it  for  a  set  of  mta 
who  are  as  well  entitied  to  the  regard  of  Qot- 
emment  as  any  other  class  of  citizens. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  allowance  mads 
to  the  fishermen,  will  amount  to  a  greater  snm 
than  the  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  the 
fish ;  bnt  I  think  it  has  been  clearly  abown  that 
this  will  not  be  the  case;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
presumable,  that  the  drawback  on  the  M 
would  on  the  whole  exceed  the  sum  whidi  is 
proposed  to  be  allowed  to  the  fishermen ;  some- 
times it  might  be  more,  sometimes  less.  The 
calculation  is  made  on  general  principles;  and 
it  is  impoB^ble  to  calculal«  to  a  sngleceut :  the 
quantity  of  salt  to  be  expended  on  the  fish,  can- 
not be  minutely  ascertained;  but  thia  was  not 
heretofore  considered  as  a  sufficient  reason  why 
Congress  should  refbse  to  allow  the  dr&wlMck; 
they  allowed  it,  though  in  adifierent  shape.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  make  a  further  commntation : 
gentlemen  call  this  a  bonnty  on  occupation ;  but 
U  there  any  propoution  made  for  paying  to  the 
fishermen,  or  other  persons  concerned  in  the 
fishery,  any  sums  which  we  have  not  previondf 
received  from  them  t  If  this  were  die  csN^  it 
would  indeed  bo  a  bounty ;  but  if  we  before- 
hand receive  from  them  as  much  aa  the  aHow- 
anoe  amoonts  to,  there  is  ao  boonty  granted  at  all 
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U,  boiraver.  it  really  wu  &  botm^  on  oooa- 
pation,  it  would  after  all  be  only  ftn  indalgeocc 
dnilar  to  vh»t  hfta  been  granted  to  the  landed 
nd  tgricnltnral  interest  We  have  laid  on 
hemp  a  dn^  of  flftj-foiv  cents  per  hondred- 
veipit ;  and  on  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  five  oents 
p«r  gallon.  Now,  lask  gentlemen,  whether  the 
prtd^emoA  de^gn  of  tboae  dntiea  wot  to  ttiw  a 
rerenQB,  or  to  prevent  the  importation  of  those 
articles  t  They  were  laid  for  no  other  prntNtse, 
thin  to  ^«veat  fordgners  from  importiiig  ibnti, 
indtherebjtomoourageonrownmannibatDres; 
and  was  nM  that  enoonngement  alxnnty  to  the 
penooB  concerned  In  prodncing  snoh  articles 
m  tlus  comitry)  If  the  dntiea  had  not  been 
laid,  the  importer  oonid  sell  mnch  cheq>er  than 
he  DOW  can;  and  the  landed  interest  would  be 
iiDderaneoessit7  of  selling  cheaper  in  proportitm. 
U  those  ivohilntorj  dnlles  miwate  as  a  bonnty 
in  fikfor  of  ruang  hemp,  and  of  brewing  beer, 
ale,  and  potter,  Iaak,mietlier.  if  abotmtywere 
pKOOaed  on  every  qointal  of  fish,  it  might  not, 
with  &e  same  pn^ety,  be  granted!  If  we 
hare  not  a  right  to  grant  a  boon^  in  the  one 
oaae,  we  liave  as  little  rij^t  to  grant  it  in  the 

A  ctlcnlatJon  has  been  offered  to  aliow  that 
tbe  pmpoeed  allowance  will  exceed  the  amount 
of  (he  pitsent  drftwbftcka,  by  tan  thooBand  dol- 
Imayear;  bat  that  calculation  has  been  proved 
to  be  erroneoas.  Suppose,  however,  that  tbis 
wu  the  bot,  what  comparison  is  there  between 
BMh  a  Uz  on  the  dlJzens  of  the  United  States, 
ud  the  tax  borne  by  the  (^tiKena  of  Massaohu- 
ntta,  fbr  the  defence  of  the  Weetem  frontier  t 
A  OMnoiercial  war  is  waged  ag^nst  the  Amw- 
ieu  laheries,  by  foreign  nations,  who  lay  heavy 
(hities  on  the  American  tith,  and  apply  ute  pro- 
dnee  of  those  dntiea  In  bonndee  to  their  own 
Uennen;  and  Ihtir  fisheries  bring  less  ezten- 
■ve  Iban  oqtb,  the  daty  thos  imposed  on  onr 
Sib,  and  iMstowed  in  bonntiea  to  their  vessels, 
<T^ite  in  a  twofold  proportion  to  the  disoonr- 
■gtment  of  oor  flsbenoen,  and  the  enoonrage- 
tHot  of  theirs 

I  «ish  to  know  on  what  principle  gentlemen 
MD  eipeet,  that  the  dtizens  of  llnwaciinBetts 
AonW  Gootribnte  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
ls!^ or  perhaps  a  greater  snm,  fbr  the  prot«o- 
tiniof  the  Weetero  frontier  agtunst  the  Indians, 
whan  no  oontrihntion  is  made  to  snpport  the 
(■annerce  of  UasRachtisetts,  which,  without 
thia  sBpport,  will  be  as  efibctnally  nuned,  as  if 
their  vessels  were  oaptored  by  an  enemy.  The 
priDciple  is  carried  farther  with  respect  to  the 
protection  of  the  fhintier ;  we  have  vot«d  large 
rans  as  presents  to  the  savages,  to  keep  them 
Hands  to  the  frontier  settlers;  there  is,  how- 
■v«r,  no  clanse  in  tbe  ocmBtitntdon  that  will 
WlMrize  a  measnre  of  this  kind :  it  is  tme,  in- 
*od,  we  have  a  power  to  regulate  trade  and 


— i  with  the  Indian  tribee ;  bat  does  that 
|h»  naapowM-  to  render  the  United  States 
Mlwtaiy  to  the  savages  t  and  if  we  make  tfaem 
»"!h  grants  every  year,  do  we  not  in  bet  be- 
««ietribntary  to  themt 


The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Qius)si9a, 
that  althongh  tJiis  plan  of  encoora^ng  the  neher- 
ies  may  be  wise  policy  in  Britain,  as  being  on 
all  ddes  surroonded  by  the  sea,  yet  the  United 
States  will  not  equally  find  their  acooont  in 
pnrsnin^  the  same  plan.  The  State  of  Virginia 
is,  in  point  of  ezposnre  fhmi  the  sea,  very  dif- 
ferenUy  eircnmstanced  from  the  State  of  Uas- 
sachnsetta ;  we  have  a  vast  extent  of  oonntry, 
four  hnndr«d  and  ftttj  miles  of  sea-coast,  ex- 
posed ;  the  cidaena  of  all  the  towns  along  tha 
coast  are  obliged  to  pnrsDe  marine  ooonpations; 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  does  not  wish  that 
the  country  ahonld  be  depopulated,  and  the  in- 
habitants &ven  off  to  settle  the  Weetem  tei^ 
litoty. 

The  State  of  Virginia  is  very  happily  droam- 
stanced  with  respect  to  a  muine  war :  ahonld 
snoh  an  event  take  place,  that  State  is  pretty 


aetts  are  exposed  in  a  case  of  that  kind,  we 
ought  to  look  forward,  and  make  some  provi- 
rion  for  their  defence:  they  have  aa  good  a 
right  to  expect  that  Government  will  make 
some  airangemente  for  their  protection,  as  that 
they  shsU  be  obliged  to  contribnte  for  (he  de- 
fence of  the  Western  frontier. 

But  their  commerce,  it  seems,  must  not  be 
supported  I  Taxes  however  must  be  laid ;  and 
those  taxes  applied  to  encourage  tlie  former, 
and  to  bribe  the  Indians  into  peace!  Is  thia 
fkirl  la  this  pursuing  a  liberal  system  of  poli- 
tics t  Will  this  reconcile  tbe  minds  of  our  peo> 
pie  to  the  General  Government  t  If  so  reason- 
able a  proportion  be  Defected  by  the  House,  it 
win  oonvinoe  tite  dticens  of  that  Btateithat  it 
is  tbe  object  of  Government  to  destroy  thdr 
oommeroe,  and  to  make  them  entirely  depend- 
ent <Hi  Ae  agrionltnral  interest 

Here  ill.  GiKKT  read  a  statement,  to  show 
the  diminution  of  tbe  reveioue  in  oonseqaenoe 
of  the  failmre  of  the  fisheries  ;  and  added, 

To  support  the  fisberiea,  ia  to  support  the  rev- 
enue: by  that  staple,  the  citizeDS  of  Maae^ 
ohnsetts  are  enabled  to  pay  the  revenue  that  if 
expected  from  them ;  and,  by  an  attempt  to  save 
ten  tiiousand  dollars,  Government  will  proba- 
bly sacrifloe  a  hondred  thousand ;  and  beaidea^ 
lose  the  confidence  of  the  dtiiens  of  that  State, 

The  only  question  now  is,  whether  tltis  be  a 
direct  bonnty,  or  simply  a  oommutati(»L  irf  the 
allowanoealnadj  granted  by  OongTeat  If  tlw 
latter  be  tbe  case,  I  ean  tee  no  reascm  why  we 
ahonld  ref^ise  onr  aaeoit  to  a  proposition,  whioh 
ia  only  caleulated  to  do  Jnstioe  to  the  people 
ooncemed,  and  to  pve  encouragement  to  a  vei; 

aortaut  branch  in  the  United  States  ;  cq>»- 
ly  as  the  propoaition  will  even'  hare  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  the  revenue. 

Mr.  WiLUAJiBON. — It  baa  been  urged  with 
great  propriety,  in  fhvor  of  the  bill  now  sub- 
mitted to  onr  conmderadon,  tliat  tbe  operation 
ir  laws  ahonld  in  all  casea  tend  to  enooni^ 
age  Qsefiil  indostry ;  that  while  we  are  givinc 
back  the  dutjea  on  all  other  fbrdgngoodi  vhiaE 
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tn  exported,  It  would  be  oniiut  and  cniel  to 
Teftue  &  fall  drawback  of  Uie  duties  on  nit 
whiob  Dia7  be  exported,  eipeoiall;  when  the 
oiromiuUiioM  of  ita  ezportatioii  are  atteoded 
with  an  iDorease  of  HoW  and  etrength  to  the 
nation.  Impreeaed  as  I  am  with  the  force  of 
these  argmnetite,  and  deairons  as  I  am  to  protect 
and  eaoonrage  the  native  seamen  of  Aioerica, 
hj  aH  pradent,  practicabia,  and  oonstitational 
meana,  I  ahaU  neTertheteas  find  it  mj  datj  to  vote 
for  atrildng  oat  the  fiiat  sectioa  of  the  bill,  be- 
unse  tt  proposes  to  give  ■  boontj  for  the  enooor- 
■gement  of  the  veewls  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  luuue  is  impro- 
perj  that  it  is  iimplf  a  drawback  of  the  cut; 
upon  aalt ;  and  gentlemen  have  prodnoed  e,  ver; 
ingenious  calculation,  bj  which  thej  attempt 
to  prove,  that  hi  some  jetn  it  m«j  hjjipeD  that 
the  wholedntjT  on  the  salt  will  not  be  repud ;  bnt 
the^  admit  that  in  some  yean  the  drawback  or 
bonntj  will  ezoeed  the  datf.  It  is  oertaielj 
their  opinion— and  in  this  we  are  perfectly 
•greed — that  the  monej  to  be  pud  will  be 
more  than  that  received,  else  there  had  been  no 
use  fbr  so  laige  an  appropriation,  y/e  ehall  not 
bonble  the  oommlttee  with  calchlations  on  this 
saljeot.  It  is  conceded,  that  the  anoonnwe- 
ment  to  be  Klven,  probablj  will  exoeed  the  foil 
drawbaok  <a  the  dot;  on  aalt.  In  other  words, 
a  doaoenr  or  a  proper  boontjr  is  to  be  given :  let 
OS  call  it  one  thooBand  dotlsis  per  annom.  Is  it 
within  the  powers  of  this  Congrees  to  grant  bonn- 
lies  t  I  thmk  not ;  and  on  this  sin^  poatioD  I 
would  rest  the  orgnment 

In  the  constitution  of  this  Government  there 
are  two  or  tliree  remarkable  provisions,  which 
seem  to  be  in  point  It  is  provided,  that  direct 
taxes  shall  be  apportioned  amon^  the  several 
BtatM  aooordlng  to  their  reapectiva  nnmben. 
It  is  also  provided,  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and 
eztnaee,  Bhall  be  oiuform  throo^ont  Uie  United 
States;  and  it  is  provided,  that  no  {aeference 
shall  be  given,  bf  anj  regulation  of  commeroe 
or  rovenne,  to  the  ports  of  <me  State  over  those 
flf  another.  The  clear  and  obviooB  intention 
of  the  arddee  mentioned  was,  that  CongreK 
might  not  have  the  power  of  impoung  nnequal 
burdens ;  itiat  it  n^^t  not  be  in  their  power  to 
gratify  one  part  of  the  Union  bj  oppressing 
another.  It  appeared  poasible,  and  not  very 
improbable,  that  the  time  might  come,  when, 
by  greater  eohemon,  by  moro  onanimity,  by 
more  address,  the  Bepreeentatives  of  one  part 
of  the  Union  might  attempt  to  impose  nnequal 
taxes,  or  to  relieve  their  oonstituents  at  the  ex- 
pense of  other  people.  To  prevent  the  poad- 
oUity  of  sneh  a  combination,  the  articles  that  I 
have  mentioned  were  inserted  in  the  constitu- 
tion. Bnppoee  a  poll-tax  should  be  attempted; 
suppose  it  should  be  enacted  that  every  poll  in 
the  Kastem  States  shall  pay  a  tax  of  half  a  dol- 
lar, and  every  poll  in  the  Sonthem  States  ahonld 
pay  a  tai  of  one  dollar.  Do  yon  think  we 
should  pi^  the  tax  t  No  oertainly.  We  should 
plead  the  constitution,  and  tell  yon  that  the 
uw  was  impotent  and  vmd. 


have  been  told,  that  Oongreaa  aaj 
give  bounties  for  naeful  pnrpoeea;  that  is  to  aaj, 
tbey  may  give  boanties  for  all  imaginabla  pur- 
poeee ;  beoanse  the  same  m^ority  ibat  ▼otas 
the  bonnty  will  not  fail  to  <^  the  purpose  i 
good  one.  Establish  the  doctrine  of  boantie^ 
and  let  ns  Bee  what  may  follow.  Uuiform  taxes 
are  laid  to  raise  money,  and  that  money  is  dia- 
tribnted — not  uniformly  ;  the  whole  of  it  m^ 
be  given  to  the  people  in  one  end  of  the  Uuob. 
Oould  we  say,  m  such  a  case,  that  the  tax  had 
been  uniform  ?  I  think  not.  There  is  certain- 
ly a  minority  in  this  House  who  think  Ifaat  tbt 
nation  would  be  stronger  and  more  independent 
if  aU  onr  labor  was  performed  by  Itea  men. 
This  ol(jeot  might  be  promoted  by  a  bonn^. 
Let  a  poll-tax  be  laid,  acotwding  to  the  oousti- 
tution,  of  one  dollar  per  poU :  in  this  cose,  axtf 
oents  must  be  pud  for  each  slave ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  being  680,186,  their  t«x  wooU 
amount  to  (S84,eil.  To  encourage  the  Ubor 
of  citizens,  let  Congress  then  give  an  annnal 
bounty  of  one  dollar  to  everj;  free  man  who  k 
a  mechanic,  or  who  labors  in  the  &M.  We 
might  be  told  that  the  bounty  was  small,  and 
the  objeiA  was  good ;  but  the  measure  would 
be  moat  oppo'eeidve,  for  it  would  be  a  clear  tax 
of  rather  more  than  throe  hondred  tboosaad 
doUars  on  the  Southern  6tate& 
Perh^is  the  ease  I  have  put  ia  too  si 


which  the  theory  of  boanties  s 
The  oertun  <n)eration  of  that  measure  is  the 
OH>remon  of  tiie  Southern  States,  by  sopokr 
numbers  in  the  Northern  interest  This  was  to 
be  feared  at  the  formation  of  this  Governmeo^ 
and  yooi  find  many  articles  in  the  eon 
besides  those  I  have  quoted,  which  v 
tainly  intended  to  guard  ua  against  the  dangar- 
ous  bias  of  interost,  and  the  power  of  namlMn. 
Wherefore  was  it  provided  Qiat  no  dn^  ahodd 
be  lud  cm  exports?  Was  It  not  to  defeid  the 
great  staples  of  the  Sonthem  States  tobaeea 
rioe,  and  indigo— from  the  operatiiHi  of  uneqaal 
regiilationa  of  oommeree,  or  uneqaal  mdirect 
taxes,  as  another  article  had  defended  ns  from 
unequal  direct  taxes  t 

I  do  not  haxardmnoh  in  saying,  that  the  pres- 
ent constitntion  had  never  be^  adopted  with- 
ont  thoee  preliminary  guards  in  it.  EsLaldidi 
the  generu  doctrine  St  bounties,  and  all  the 
provi^ous  I  have  mentioned  become  nseleo. 
They  vanish  into  air,  and  like  the  Imimirin 
fabric  of  a  vision,  leave  not  a  trace  behind. 
The  common  defence  and  general  welfara,  in 
the  hands  of  a  good  p<ditician,'iuav  mpeteede 
evetr  part  of  our  ocastitntion,  and  leave  us 
in  the  hands  of  time  and  nhannn,  Uanu&e- 
turee,  in  general,  are  useM  to  the  natico ;  ther 
OTomote  the  public  good  and  general  wdlue. 
How  many  ot  them  are  springing  np  in  the 
Northern  Stalest  Let  thwn  be  property  sop- 
ported  by  bounties,  and  you  will  fin<l  no  oocamoD 
for  nnequ^  taxes.  The  tax  maybe  equal  in  tttebs- 
ginoing— it  will  be  Buffldentlj  unequal  in  the  end. 
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Wb  we  told,  tbat  a  mii^eiy  of  BMmen  m»y 
be  of  great  oae  to  the  nation,  sod  the  boonty 
propoied  U  »  very  BmaU  one.  These,  sir,  ore 
the  Teaacaa  why  I  haTe  marked  this  as  a  danger- 
ooa  bill;  the  most  dangerooe  tnuovatioDB  are 
mAde  under  Uieee  drcomstances.  To  begin 
with  a  great  bounty  would  be  impradent,  and 
to  give  a  fmall  bonntj  for  ft  doubtful  parpose, 
ini^t  deserve  a  worse  epithet  Half  a  mitlloD 
of  dollars  per  ajinnin  would  haTe  been  too 
much  fi>r  a  bwiuning,  and  perhaps  a  boontr'  on 
the  Dse  of  sleighs,  uioogb  they  are  convenient 
ffar  trkvelling  in  winter ;  or  a  boimty  on  stone 
fenoea,  Aong^  they  are  durable,  ironld  not  at 
thia  time  be  prudent  The  object  of  the  bounty, 
■nd  the  amonnt  of  it,  are  equally  to  be  disre- 
garded in  the  present  case ;  we  are  simply  to 
oonrider  whether  boonldes  may  safety  be  pvm 


le  thoDSand.  I  wish  that 
my  oimstitneDta  may  know  whether  they  are 
'  3  pnt  any  ooofideuoe  in  that  piq>er  called  the 


Ton  will  snffer  me  to  uy,  tliat  the  Sootbem 
Btatee  hare  much  to  fear  from  the  progress  of 
this  Government,  miless  yonr  Htrengtb  is  govern- 
ed by  prodence.  The  operation  of  the  fimd- 
ing  nrstem  has  translated  at  least  two  millions 
of  dtuars  fhnn  the  Boatbem  States,  that  ie  to 
My,  from  Geo^pa,  the  Carolines,  and  Yirginia, 
to  the  Korthem  States.  The  interest  of  that 
■am,  when  it  shall  be  six  per  oent,  will  be 
$ia€,OO0;  bnt  the  quota  of  those  States  is  at 
least  one-third  of  the  whole ;  whence  it  follows, 
that  tbey  must  pay  forty  thousand  dollars  every 
year,  in  the  form  of  interest  to  the  tTortbem 
8tatc«.  This,  it  seem^  ia  not  snffioient,  and 
other  measaree  are  to  be  adopted  for  draining 
the  Sonthem  States.  Bounties  to  promote  the 
BBaeral  wel&re  are  already  brongnt  forward. 
We  shall  not  hear  of  ■  bounty  for  raisng  rice, 
or  preparing  naval  stores.  If  that  was  the  qnes- 
tion,  uie  general  welfive  would  not  have  sach 
prniiiDent  fbatnree.  TJnlees  the  Southern  States 
■re  protected  by  the  oonstitation,  their  valuable 
■tquee,  and  thnr  virionary  wealth,  most  occa- 
rioD  their  destruction.  Three  short  years  has 
thia  Government  existed — it  is  not  three  years 
— but  we  have  already  given  serioas  alarioa  to 
many  of  oar  fellow.<;itisens.  Establish  the 
doctrine  of  boontiee,  aet  aride  that  part  of  the 
Qonstitation  which  requires  eqoal  taxee  and  de- 
mands omilar  distribntions,  destroy  thia  bar- 
rier, and  it  is  not  a  few  fishermen  that  will 
eot«r,  doming  ten  or  twelve  thonsand  dollars, 
but  all  manner  of  persons— people  of  every  trade 
and  occnpation — may  enter  at  the  breach,  nntil 
tb^  have  eaten  np  the  bread  of  our  children. 

PerbuMi  have  viewed  this  project  m  too  se- 
rions  a  %ht ;  bat  if  I  am  partiodarly  solicitous 
on  the  sal^ect  of  finance,  that  we  do  not  even 
■eem  to  depart  fhmi  tha  q)irit  of  the  oonstitn- 
tlon,  it  is  beoansel  wish  Qiatthe  TTnion  mi^  be 
peroetaaL  The  several  Btates  are  now  pret^ 
-well  Telievad  fr<Hn  tbdr  debts^  and  oar  feUow- 


eitizens  in  tbe  Bonthern  States  have  very  little 
interest  in  the  national  ftmds;  press  them  a 
tittle  with  oneqnal'  taxes,  and  the  remedy  ia 
plain. 

While  I  would  shun  hountiee,  as  leading  to 
dangerons  measures,  I  am  not  Inattentive  to 
every  argnment  that  has  been  advanced  by  the 
honorable  member  who  first  rose  in  defence  of 
the  bill  That  gentleman  tells  ns,  that  more 
than  a  boshel  of  salt  is  used  in  curing  a  quintal 
offish.  If  this  fkct  be  established,  the  former 
act  should  be  amended,  by  ^ving  a  greater 
drawback.  He  says  the  drawback,  as  it  is  now 
paid  to  the  merchant,  doee  not  operate  so  as  to 
encourage  Uie  seamen,  who  have  most  need  of 
such  assistance.  This  is  very  probable,  and  tbe 
parties  may  be  relieved  by  dividing  the  draw- 
back in  tlie  very  manner  that  is  proposed  by  the 
bill.  If  it  is  tme  that  the  pn 
will  not  exceed  the  average  c 
that  should  be  paid  on  salt,  wby  do  they  con- 
tend about  names,  unless  they  are  solMtoua 
about  the  precedent  ?  If  our  object  is  to  en- 
courage industry,  and  to  increase  our  commerce, 
by  sending  fish  to  a  foreign  market,  we  must 
adhere  to  the  drawback ;  for,  according  to  the 
terms  of  tbe  bill,  the  bounty  isto  be  paid,  though 
every  fish  that  is  canght  should  be  consumed  in 
the  country ;  in  which  cose  we  should  be  paying 
a  visionary  drawback,  when  nothing  was  ex- 
ported. According  to  the  terms  of  the  bill, 
there  is  no  proportion  between  the  labor  and 
the  reward,  so  far  as  the  bank  fishery  is  con- 
cerned ;  the  bonutT  in  all  cases  being  tbe  same. 

Having  exerdsed  yonr  patience  in  objecting 
to  this  new-  system  of  bounties,  and  having 
hinted  on  some  objections  to  the  general  opera- 
tions of  the  bill,  so  far  as  industry  and  enter- 
prise may  be  desired,  I  shall,  in  a  few  words, 
submit  the  outline  of  a  plan  tiiat  seems  to  com- 
prehend all  the  useful  parts  of  the  bill,  without 
any  speculation  npou  bounties. 

If  tiie  drawback  on  dried  flsb  exported,  is  not 
equal  to  the  duty  ou  the  salt  used  in  curing  snob 
fish,  let  the  drawback  be  increased  to  eleven 
cents  or  twelve  cents,  as  the  case  may  be.  Let 
us  suppose  that  the  drawback  for  the  next  year 
will  be  eqtud  to  the  drawback  on  the  last  year; 
and  let  tliat  sum  of  money,  bdng  ihe  expected 
drawback,  be  divided  between  the  seamen  end 
owners,  aooording  to  die  terms  of  tbe  bill  The 
accounts  must  be  made  np  annually.  If  tbe 
drawback  exceeds  the  allowance  that  had  been 
made,  the  difference  will  be  oonadered  as  ad- 
vanced to  the  fishery,  and  the  allowance  for  the 
neit  year  must  be  somewhat  reduced,  according 
to  tbe  actual  amount  of  the  drawback.  If  the 
fishermen  are  more  fortnnate  or  more  active, 
and  tbe  exports  are  increased,  tbe  allowance  for 
tbe  next  year  must  be  rdsed.  The  role  being 
fixed  by  law,  all  that  remiuna,  being  pare  calcu- 
lation, may  be  dtme  ttaia  year  to  year  by  the 

" "-ery  importf   ■     "'    '      "    ' ' 

anpresentet  ,      , 

be  obtained  b7  safe  and  constitutional  stepg. 
Vby  ebonld  a  man  take  a  dangerona  ana  a 
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doabtfbl  path,  when  «  u&  oa«  prwaaln  itaelf  I 
If  uoUuDg  moN  is  dMiredthan  to  regnlue  and 
protect  the  fisher;,  the  bill  wtij  be  Mtered  sod 
uoommodoted  to  that  pnrpose.  If  the  theory 
al  boDDtiea  ie  to  be  eetabluhed,  b;  wMoh  the 
3oatherD  8t«tes  moat  saffer  while  oQiera  gain, 
the  bill  informs  ns  what  we  are  to  expect 
The  ootnmittea  bow  tom,  without  taking  any 


UomiAT,  Febroary  6. 

A  meinber  from  Ifarylaad,  to  wit,  Jokk 
Fbahou  Ukbozb,  returned  to  serrein  the  room 
of  WiLuui  PiBKimT,  redgned,  appeared,  and 
took  hia  Beat  in  the  House. 

A  petition  of  the  tuinen  lOf  the  town  of 
Kewark,  In  the  Btate  of  New  Jersey,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Honae  and  read,  stating  the  iooon- 
venienoea  Uiey  soffer  from  the  erection  of  milla 
fin-  tiie  pmpoee  of  grinding  tannera'  bark  for 
exportation,  and  praying  that  Congress  will 
adopt  sndi  measures  for  their  relief  as  may 
pear  Just  end  right.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  ts 

Th*  Codtithentt. 

The  Honse  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Ooin- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Boose  on  the  bill  sent  tram 
the  SeniUe,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  enooarage- 
meat  of  tiie  Bank  and  other  Cod  Fisheries,  uid 
f<^  Uie  regulation  and  government  of  the  fisher- 
men employed  thei^u," 

Mr.  GoOBKUB. — The  genUeman  last  np  Qii. 
ITnxUHSOM)  says,  that  an  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney being  madt  b;  the  bill  now  before  n^  and 
the  Tre^orr  stan^ng  pledged  for  tlte  payment, 
ther^ore  a  direct  bounty  is  granted.  At  present. 


payment  of  the  drawbacks  next  year ;  for,  if 
greater  quantity  of  fiah  be  taken,  a  greater  mm, 
of  course,  most  be  allowed  i  and,  as  the  sun 
d^ienda  entirely  on  tiie  quantity  of  fish,  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertun  beforehand  the  preiuse 
amount.  There  is  not,  however,  in  the  whole 
bill,  any  thing  of  a  bonnty  except  the  bare 


The  gentleman  allows  that  we  mar 
the  present  drawbacks,  and  give  tLem  to  the 
flahermao  instead  of  the  merchant ;  but  it  is  im- 
pos^ble  to  do  this  with  aafetv  i  vany  other  mode 
than  that  pointed  out  in  the  bill.  Shall  we  leave 
it  to  the  fisherman,  to  be  determined  by  his 
oath  t    This  would  not  be  advisable. 

The  plan  proposed  is  a  much  lass  exoeption- 
able  one.  It  is  founded  on  a  oaloulation  uist  s 
certain  qnantityj  oftonnsge  isemfJoyed  in  taking 
a  oertun  quantity  of  fish.  On  this  calculation 
iIm  idlowanoe  is  ^iportioned  to  the  tonnage. 
If  gentlemea  think  tne  allowanoe  too  high,  let 
the  sum  be  reduced  \  bat  let  it  not  be  stigma- 
tiied  as  a  bcMnty.  It  is  no  snoh  thing.  The 
word  "bounty"  is  an  unfortunate  expreesion, 
and  I  wish  it  were  entirely  out  of  the  bill. 

Ifr.  Lttebhobx. — The  Dill  now  under  con- 
riderati-on  has  two  important  ot^eots  in  view. 
The  one  is,  to  give  enoonragement  to  our  fisher- 


ikefttDnderdoerestnuot.  Both  these  oi 
«  (»  great  importance  to  such  Mrsons  as 
ehooae  to  emplov  tbdr  e^>it«ls  in  ttie  fldiery 
boiiaeas.  And  I  bdiev*  it  will  not  be  diqinted 
that  the  bnsinew  Itself  is  of  oonddwahle  inn 
portanee  to  the  Dnit«d  StMe^  inaommh  ••  it 
afibrds  a  oertaio  proportion  of  leoHttaaoe  or  ex- 
portatkHitof(M«igncotmtriea.sDddoea  notin- 

Kverish  the  eon^ry,  bot  orlohea  H  by  dte  ad- 
i<m  of  ao  much  weslth  drawn  from  the  sea. 


,  but  directed  to  tfaem  o«t 
of  what  was  in  the  former  law  called  a  dr«w- 
baok  of  the  duty  on  salt.  The  oaloolatiui,  mI 
nnderstsnd  it,  has  been  made  as  nearly  as  poe- 
siUe  to  give  that  drawback,  not  to  the  merohanta 
who  export  the  fish,  but  Id  the  fishermen  who 
take  it,  in  order  to  inoreasetbat  description  cf 
men,  without  whose  asMstanoe  it  is  vain  to  ex- 
peot  any  beu^t  from  tiie  fishniee ;  for,  if  the 
merehants  at  present  ennged  in  that  Maneh 
poaeeesed  the  whole  d^ttd  of  the  United  Statca, 
yet,  if  they  cannot  get  fishermen,  they  cumot 
oany  on  tlie  fiabevy.  This  la  done  by  a  paifr 
cnlar  class  of  men,  who  must  be  not  only  expert 
seamen,  bnt  also  accustomed  to  taking  Uie  fiafa 
and  coring  it.  If  tlieea  men  cannot  be  had,  the 
capital  cannot  be  employed,  and  those  who  nn- 
dertske  the  bndnea  cannot  carry  it  on,  or  re^i 
anyproflt  from  it 

Whilst  the  drawback  is  payable  only  to  the 
merchant  who  exports  the  fish,  it  ia  imposrible 
\o  convince  Uie  fishermen  that  they  re^  from 
it  any  advantage  whatever ;  or,  if  the  nxve 
diaoerning  among  them  do  perceive  any  advan- 
tage in  it,  the  othere  who  are  not  so  dear- 
elgnted  cannot  disoem  it,  and  are  therefore  not 
diqweed  to  nndertake  the  boHiieas.  Itla,  how- 
ever, of  considerate  importance  to  the  mer- 
chants that  the  fisherman  should  receive  a  pro- 
per encouragement,  even  if  they  were  obliged  to 
allow  him  a  bonnty  out  of  their  own  pooket. 

The  government  of  the  fisfaermen,  after  their 
engagement  in  this  business,  is  also  neceHsry  to 
be  provided  for ;  otherwise,  fi:«qnent  instances 
vmij  occur  among  that  class  of  men  of  quittinc 
one  vcMel  to  embark  on  board  anoChv,  or  of 
shipping  thenwelvee  for  a  fitreign  voyage,  be- 
fore the  expiration  e£  the  fidung  season.  In 
the  latter  ease,  the  vessel  lies  useless  on  the 
owner's  bands,  and  be,  together  with  the  whole 
expense  of  the  outfit,  lows  all  his  proq>eclBof 
fntiuegaiQ. 

The  two  otjects  here  mentioned  are  folly 
provided  for  in  the  bill.  Sdll,  however,  it  is 
olfjectedto.  But  what  istheott}eetJonf  ItU, 
that  the  word  "  townty"  ia  twice  osed  in  this 
clause.  Let  ns  now  see  what  advantage  wiD 
result  from  striking  out  this  obnoxioos  "  Aotm^r." 
Kone  at  alL  The  bill  says  it  shall  cease;  and 
have  gentiemen  any  ol^eolkm  to  the  boimty^ 
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ceaaingt  Since  tie  bounty  ia  to  cease  bj-  this 
bi&f  what-  advantage  in  striking  it  out)  The 
sense  would  st!H  retnaia  the  some ;  and  I  do  not 
know  whj  we  shonld  make  a  law  expreae];  to 
strike  oot  the  word  "  bounty,"  bat  to  strike  oot 
tbe  bonntj*  itself. 

It  is  strapge  to  me  that  an;  gentleman, 
-whether  be  is  fbr  dving  a  great  boonty  or  no 
bonnty  at  all,  idionld  quarrel  with  tliie  nnforta- 
B»te  word.  There  is,  indeed,  one  part  of  the 
aection  which  I  will  readilj  oonstnt  to  strike 
ODt,  and  T  believe  ererj  other  gentleman  who 
5fl  in  favor  of  the  btU  will  consent  to  it  like- 
wise ;  and  that  is  the  dame  which  provides  that 
Ihe  boanty  to  be  allowed  aod  paid  on  ever/  veeoel 
for  one  season,  shall  not  exceed  me  hundred  and 
aeventj  doIlaH.  I^  when  the  vote  ia  taken  on 
the  Bectjon,  there  does  not  appear  a  mtuority  of 
the  EoQse  in  favor  of  striking  out  the  whole, 
may  then  move  for  strikinR  ont  the  j>r<nUe 
it  be  offensive  to  an;  gentleman.  IT  it  be  i 
oSensiva,  it  may  rfflnain. 

If  centjemen  are  dispnting  only  beoanse  the 
ward  "  bouaty ''  ia  in  the  bilJ,  the^  m^  bo  per- 
fectly relieved  from  tLeir  uneaaineas  on  that 
Boore ;  for  the  bill  expressly  sayH,  "  that  the 
bonnty  now  allowed  npon  the  exportation  of 
dried  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  Htatee 
aball  cease,  and  in  lien  thfreoi^"  a  different  kind 
of  encouragement  is  to  be  given.  Here  is 
reason  to  dispnte  about  a  word.  If  gentlem 
are  disposed  to  consent  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  that  the  drawback  of  the  dnties  on  salt 
shall  be  commoted  for  a  certain  sum,  to  en- 
courage the  fishermen,  they  will,  vote  in  favor 
of  tbe  bill ;  if  not,  they  will  vote  agunst  it. 
Bnt  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  why  any 
EcntlemaD  onder  heaven  should  be  against  it. 
It  is  only  fixing,  for  the  merchants  engaged  in 
this  branch,  a  clear  mi  equitable  ratio  for  dift- 
tribnting  among  the  Sshermen  that  enoonrage- 
ment  which  they  think  neoeeaary  in  order  to 
attach  those  people  to  the  budnees,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  going  to  other  occnpations  on 
land.  The  bill  b  an  important  one,  and  will 
increase  that  branch  of  busineBs,  which  is  vei; 
usefbl  to  the  oommnnity.  It  does  not  lay  a 
larthing  of  bounty  or  dnty  on  any  other  persons 


than  those  who  are  imoiediately  oonoemed 

it.    It 

body. 


It  will  serve  them,  and 


ately  oonoei 
will  not  ii\|i 


Inreany 


Mr.  LinBAHOi  said,  from  examining  the 
section,  he  conceived  it  contemnlated  no  more 
than  what  the  merchant  ia  entitled  to  bv  exiat- 
ing  laws.  The  merchant  is  now  entitled  to  the 
drawback ;  bnt  it  is  found  by  experience  that 
the  effect  has  not  been  to  prodnce  that 
conragement  to  (he  fighermMi  which  was 
pected ;  and  he  presumed  the  way  was  perfectly 
dear  to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  drawback, 
and  this  is  all  that  is  aimed  at  in  the  biU.  He 
anppoeed  that  the  clanse  had  no  neoessary  ood- 
neMion  with  the  qnestion  which  had  been  started 
reipecting  the  right  of  the  Government  to  grant 
bonntiea ;  but,  since  the  question  has  been 
bronght  forward,  it  may  be  proper  to  oonaider 


In  dieoDsdng  the  qnestion,  ha  inqulMd, 
■What  has  Congreas  already  dose  I  Have  we 
Bot  hid  extra  dntiea  on  various  articles,  ez- 
ireaslv  for  the  purpose  of  enoonragiog  vwioaa 
irancoes  of  oor  own  ntannfaetures  t  ^eee  da- 
les ore  iounlUt  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
fe  fonoded  on  the  idea  only  of  their  condndng  - 
0  the  ganeral  iat«rmt.  Similar  objections  to 
those  now  advanced  were  not  mode  to  these  du- 
ties. They  were  advocated,  Bome  of  them,  by 
gentlemen  from  the  Sonthward.  He  trA«ed  die 
effects  of  these  dotjes,  and  showed  piat  they 
operat«d  iUly  as  indirect  bounties. 

Ur.  L.  then  adverted  particularly  to  the  ocn- 
rtitution,  and  observed  that  it  contains  7<n«ral 
prlndplee  and  powers  only.  These  powers  de- 
pend on  partieular  laws  for  their  operandi; 
and  on  this  idea,  he  contended  that  the  powen 
of  the  Government  mnat,  in  various  cir<nmi> 
stances,  ezt«nd  to  the  granting  bonntdes.  He 
instanced,  in  case  of  a  war  with  a  foreign 
power,  willany  gentleman  aay  that  the  Oeneral 
Govemment  mis  not  a  power  to  grant  a  bounty 
on  arms,  amniuDitdon|^a,  shomd  the  general  ' 
welfare  require  it?  Ifce  general  welfare  is  in- 
separably oonneoted  with  any  ol^Ject  or  pnnolt 
which  in  its  effects  adds  to  the  riches  of  the 
oonntry.  He  conceived  that  the  argument  was 
given  up  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  t«  Qie  trill, 
when  they  a£n!t  of  enoonragement  to  the  fisher- 
men \a  any  possible  modification  of  it.  He  then 
adverted  particnlarly  to  the  flaheriee,  stated  the 
number  of  men  employed,  the  tons  of  shipping 
necessary  to  export  the  fish  taken,  and  inferred 
the  sound  policy  of  encouraging  so  Important  a 
branch  of  bnsinesB. 

Gtotlemen  say  that  we  do  not  want  a  navy. 
Grant  it;  bnt  can  they  say  that  we  iball  never 
have  a  war  with  any  European  power!  If^ 
not  the  time  airive  when  the  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  derived  from  this 
Bonroe,  may  be  of  the  utmost  necessity  to  ita 
existence  t  Adverting  to  Vr.  Willuuoh's 
objection  from  the  unequal  operation  of  boun- 
tiM,  and  who  had  refnred  to  the  article  of 
the  constitntion  which  says  that  taxes  shflU 
be  equal  in  ^  the  States,  Ur.  L.  observed, 
that  this  article  in  the  oonstitntion  conld  only 
respect  the  rotM  of  tlie  duties,  and  that  the  «m« 
dntiee  ahould  be  paid  in  Vii^nia  that  ar« 
paid  in  New  York — at  the  Northward  sa  at 
the  Southward.  It  surely  oould  not  mean 
that  every  individual  should  pay  exactly  the 
■ame  sum  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  This 
was  a  provi^on  that  no  law  could  possible  con- 
template. 

He  conohded  by  a  summary  reoapltolation  of 
his  arguments,  and  saying  he  noped  the  section 
would  be  retained. 

Mr.  Madison. — ^In  the  conflict  I  feel  between 
my  dispodtion  on  one  hand  to  afiford  every  con- 
stitutional encouragement  to  the  fisheries,  and 
my  dislike,  on  the  other,  of  the  oonsequenoaa 
apprehended  from  some  dauses  of  the  bill,  I 
should  have  forborne  to  enter  Into  this  dlstnu- 
I  don,  if  I  had  not  finud,  Ha*,  over  and  cbore 
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nioh  arguments  m  appear  to  be  DatnnJ  aii4 
pertinent  to  the  an^ed:,  others  have  been  in- 
trodnced  which  are,  in  my  Judgment,  oontnuj 
to  the  true  meaning,  and  eren  strike  at  the  char- 
acterislje  principles  of  the  existing  oonstitution. 
Let  me  premise,  however,  to  the  remarks  which 
I  shaJl  briefly  offer,  on  the  doctrine  maintained 
b7  these  gentlemen,  that  I  make  a  nAterial 
distinction,  in  the  preeent  case,  between  an  bUow- 
anoe  as  a  mere  commntation  and  modificatioD 
of  a  drawback,  and  an  allowance  in  the  nature 
of  a  real  and  positiye  bount;.  I  make  a  distinc- 
tion al»o,  as  a  sobject  of  fdr  consideration  at 
least,  between  a  bountj  granted  under  the  par- 
tionlar  terms  in  the  constitution,  "a  power  to 
regulate  trade,"  and  Mie  granted  nnder  the  in- 
dwnite  terms  which  hare  been  cited  as  authori- 
ty on  this  occasion.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
tarm  "  bounty,"  is  in  every  point  of  view  im- 
proper as  it  is  here  iq)plied,  not  only  beoanse  it 
may  be  offensive  to  some,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
others  carries  a  dangerons  implication,  bat  also 
becanse  it  does  not  express  the  true  intention  of 
the  bill,  as  avowed  and  advocated  by  its  patrons 
themselrea.  For  i^  in  the  allowance,  nothing 
more  is  proposed  Uian  a  mere  reimbnrsement 
of  the  sum  advanced,  it  is  only  paying  a  debt ; 
and  when  we  pay  a  debt,  we  ought  not  to  claim 
tiie  merit  of  granting  a  boonty. 

It  is  supposed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  Con- 
gress have  anthoritj  not  only  to  grant  bonnties 
in  the  sense  here  nsed,  merely  as  a  commnta- 
tion for  drawbacks,  bat  even  to  grant  them 
nnder  a  power  by  vutue  of  which  Uley  may  do 
any  thing  which  they  may  think  oondu<uve  to 
the  "  general  welfare."  This,  sir,  in  my  mind, 
raisee  the  important  and  fundamental  qnestion, 
whether  the  general  terms  which  had  been 
cited,  are  to  be  considered  as  a  sort  of  caption 
or  geneml  description  of  the  specified  powers, 
and  as  having  no  farther  meaning,  and  giving 
no  farther  power  than  what  b  found  in  that 
vpeetfloation ;  or  as  an  abstract  and  indefinite 
dal^stion  of  power  extending  to  all  casee  what- 
ever; to  all  anoh,  at  least,  as  will  admit  the  ap- 


I,  eir,  hare  always  conceived — I  believe  those 
who  proposed  the  oonstitntion  conceived,  and  it 
is  still  more  fnHy  known,  and  more  material  to 
observe  that  those  who  ratified  the  oonstitation 
conceived— that  this  is  not  an  indefinite  Qovem- 
ment,  deriving  its  powers  from  the  general  terms 
prefixed  to  the  specified  powers,  but  a  limited 
Government,  tied  down  to  the  speoified  powers 
which  explain  and  define  the  general  terms. 
The  gentlemen  who  ocntend  for  a  contrary  doc- 
trine are  surely  not  aware  of  the  oonseqnenoes 
vhich  fiow  from  it,  and  which  they  must  either 
admit  or  give  np  their  doctrine. 

It  will  follow,  in  the  first  place,  that  if  the 
terms  be  taken  in  the  broad  sense  they  m^ntain, 
the  particular  powers  afterwards  so  carefully 
and  distinctly  enamerat«d  would  be  withoat 
any  meaning,  and  mnst  go  for  nothing.  It 
frould  he  absordto  BBy,fir^  that  Congress  may 
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do  what  the;  please,  and  then  that  tbey  mq 
do  this  or  mat  particular  thing;  after  gifini 
Gongres  power  to  ruse  money,  and  apfdy  it  lo 
all  purposes  which  they  may  pronooDce  neces- 
sary to  the  general  welfai*,  it  would  ha  absurd, 
to  say  the  leust,  to  superadd  a  power  to  njat 
amies,  to  provide  fieete,  &a.  In  fact,  the  meaa- 
iog  of  the  general  terms  in  qnesdon  must  either 
be  scm^t  in  the  subsequent  enmneratiun  whid 
limits  and  details  them,  or  they  convert  ths 
Government  from  ohe  limited,  as  hitherto  aap- 
posed,  to  the  ennmerated  powen,  into  a  Gov- 
ernment withont  any  limits  at  alL 

It  is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  terms  "cob- 
mon  defence  and  general  wel&re,"  as  here  nsed, 
ife  not  novel  terms,  first  introdaoed  into  tlm 
constitution.  They  are  terms  familiar  in  tbor 
construction,  and  well  known  to  the  pec^le  ^ 
America.  They  are  repeatedly  fonnd  in  the  old 
Articles  of  Confederation,  where,  althon^  they 
are  ntsoeptible  of  as  great  latitude  as  can  be 
given  them  by  the  context  here,  it  was  sevtf 
supposed  or  pretended  that  they  conveyed  any 
such  power  as  is  now  asngned  to  them.  On 
the  contrary,  it  was  always  considered  as  dev 
and  certain,  that  the  old  Congress  was  limited 
to  the  ennmerated  powers,  and  that  the  eonme- 
ration  limited  and  explwned  the  general  temu. 
I  ask  the  gentlemen  themselrea,  whether  it  eva 
was  supposed  or  suspected  that  the  old  Oongreee 
could  give  away  the  moneys  of  the  States  in 
bounties,  to  enconrago  agriculture,  or  for  uj 
other  purpose  they  pleased  t  If  snch  a  powsi 
had  been  possessed  by  that  body,  it  would  havs 
been  much  les  impotent,  or  hare  borne  a  very 
different  oharact^'  from  that  nniversallj  asoib- 
edtoit 

The  novel  idea  now  annexed  to  these  term, 
and  never  before  enterl^ed  by  the  &iends  or 
enemies  of  the  Government,  will  have  a  furtbtf 
consequence,  which  cannot  hare  been  taken 
into  the  view  of  the  gentlemen.  Thrir  constme- 
tion  would  not  only  give  Congress  the  complete 
Legislative  power  I  have  stated — it  woold  do 
more — it  would  supersede  all  the  restrictiow 
understood  at  present  to  lie  on  theirpower  with 
respect  to  the  Judiciary.  It  wonld  put  it  in 
Ihe  power  of  Oongren  to  establish  courts 
thronghont  the  United  States,  with  cognizinoa 
of  suits  between  dtizen  and  citizen,  and  in  iS 
cases  whatsoever.  This,  dr,  seems  to  be  de- 
monstrable ;  for  if  the  clause  in  question  resQT 
authorizes  Congress  to  do  whatever  they  think 
fit,  provided  it  he  for  the  general  weUare,  of 
whirfi  they  are  to  judge,  and  money  can  be 
applied  to  it.  Congress  mnst  have  power  tt 
create  and  support  a  Judiciary  Establtshmea^ 
with  a  jurisdiction  extending  to  all  eases  bvor- 
able,  in  their  opinion,  to  uie  gsnMal  wd&re, 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  power  to  pM 
laws  and  apply  money,  providing  in  any  otbtr 
way  for  the  general  welfare.  I  ehall  be  remind- 
ed, perhaps,  thst  according  to  the  terms  of  tb> 
constitution,  the  Jndldal  Power  is  to  extend  to 
oertun  oases  only,  not  to  all  easea.  But  this 
circumstance  on  hare  no  efiM  in  the  aige- 
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mcnt,  it  beinK  prtenppoaed  hj  the  gentlemen 
tW  the  q>ed&oation  of  certain  objects  doee  sot 
liinit  the  import  of  general  terma.  Taking  these 
tmna  u  ut  ftbgtract  and  indefinite  gr&ot  of 
poTer,  thej  comprise  all  the  objects  of  Legisla- 
tive regulation,  aa  well  sncb  as  fall  under  the 
Jndiciorj  article  in  the  oonititction,  as  those 
fUling  immediatelj  under  the  Legislative  arti- 
cle ;  and  if  the  partial  ennmeration  of  objects  in 
the  Legislative  article  does  not.  as  these  gen- 
tlemen coDtead,  limit  the  general  power,  neither 
will  it  be  limited  by  the  partial  enomeration 
at  objects  in  the  Jadiciarj  article. 

There  are  consequence^  air,  still  more  ezten- 
rive,  which,  as  they  follow  dearly  from  the 
doctrine  combated,  mntt  either  be  admitted,  or 
the  doctrine  mast  be  given  np.  If  Oongre«s  can 
^>ply  money  indefinitely  to  the  general  welfare, 
aiid  are  the  sole  and  supreme  Judges  of  the 
general  welfare,  they  may  take  the  care  of  reli- 
gion into  their  own  hands  \  they  may  establish 
teachers  in  everv  State^  county,  and  parish,  and 
pay  them  ont  of  the  publio  Treasury ;  th^  may 
take  into  their  own  han^  the  edncation  of 
ohildren,  establishing  in  like  manner  wbools 
thronghout  the  Union;  they  may  ondert^e 
the  r^nlatfon  of  all  roads,  other  than  post 
roads.  In  short,  every  thing,  from  the  highest 
olyect  of  State  legislation,  down  to  die  most 
Bunnte  object  of  police,  would  be  thrown  nnder 
the  power  of  Oongreas ;  for  everv  o^ect  I  have 
mentioned  wonld  admit  the  application  of  mo- 
ney, and  might  be  called,  if  Congress  pleased, 
provisions  Ibr  the  general  welfare. 

The  language  held  in  various  discnsnons  of 
this  House,  is  a  proof  that  the  doctrine  in  qaes- 
tion  was  never  entertained  by  this  body.  Ar- 
guments, wherever  the  subject  would  permit, 
nave  constancy  been  drawn  from  the  pecnliar 
natore  of  this  Government,  as  limited  to  certtun 
enomerated  powers,  instead  of  extending,  like 
other  Governments,  to  all  cases  not  partionlarly 
excepted.  In  a  very  late  instance — I  mean  the 
debate  on  the  RepreaentAtion  bill— it  moat  be 
remembered,  that  an  argument  much  urged, 
particolarly  by  a  gentleman  from  Uassaohnsetta, 
against  the  ratio  of  one  for  thirty  thousand, 
was,  that  this  Qovemment  was  unlike  the  State 
Govemxnents,  which  had;  an  indefinite  variety 
of  objeota  withhi  their  power;  that  it  had  a 
■man  number  of  objects  only  to  attend  to,  and 
therefore  that  a  smaller  number  ol  Repreeenta- 
tivee  wonld  be  sufficient  to  administer  )t. 

Several  arguments  have  been  advanced  to 
show,  that  because,  in  the  regulation  of  trade, 
indirect  and  eventual  enconragement  is  given 
to  mann&ctorea,  therefore  Oongreas  have  power 
to  give  money  in  direct  bounties,  or  to  grant  it 
in  any  other  way  that  would  answer  the  same 
pmpoae.  But  surely,  sir,  there  is  a  great  and 
obvious  difference,  wnioh  it  cannot  be  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  upon.  A  duty  lud  on  imported 
implements  of  husbandry,  would,  in  its  onera- 
tiMi,  be  an  indirect  tax  on  exported  proance ; 
bat  wiU  any  one  aay,  that  by  virtue  of  a  mere 
power  to  lay  duties  on  imports.  Congress  might 


go  directly  to  the  produce  or  implements  of 
agriculture,  or  to  the  articles  exported!  It  is 
true,  duties  on  exports  are  expressly  prohibited ; 
but  if  there  were  no  article  forbidding  them, 
a  power  directly  to  tax  exports  could  never  be 
dednoed  from  a  ^wcr  t«  tax  Imports,  although 
such  a  power  might  directly  and  incidentally 
affect  exports. 

In  short  nr,  without  going  fhrther  into  tha 
subject,  which  I  should  not  nave  here  touched 
on  at  all  but  for  the  reasons  already  mentioned, 
I  venture  to  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  were 
the  power  of  Congress  to  be  established  in 
the  latitude  contended  for,  it  would  subvert  the 
very  foundation,  and  transmute  the  very  nature 
of  the  limited  Government  eetablished  by  the 
people  of  America;  and  what  inferences  might 
be  drawn,  or  what  consequences  ensue  from 
such  a  step,  it  is  incmnbent  on  ns  all  well  to 
con«der. 

With  respect  to  the  qneslion  before  the  House, 
for  striking  ont  the  clause,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  it  be  struck  out,  or  so  amended  as  to 
rept  on  the  avowed  principle  of  a  commutation 
for  the  drawback;  but  aa  a  clause  has  been 
drawn  up  by  my  colleague,  in  order  to  be  anbstl- 
tut«d,  lahailconcurina  vote  for  striking  out,  re- 
serving to  myself  a  freedom  to  be  governed  in  my 
final  vot«  by  the  modification  which  may  prevuL 

Ur.  BoDBNB,  of  Massachusetts — 

Hr.  Chairman :  I  think  little  can  be  added 
after  so  fall  a  discussion  of  the  subject  before 
von.  The  objeat  of  the  first  secUon  in  this  bill 
IS  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  fishermen  and 
their  owners.  They  complain  that  the  law  now 
in  force  was  meant  for  tndr  benefit,  by  grant 
ing  a  drawback  on  the  fiah  exported;  this  they 
find  by  experience  is  not  the  caee,  for  they  say, 
that  neither  the  fishermen  who  catch  the  fish, 
nor  the  importer  of  the  salt,  receive  Qia  draw- 
back ;  and  I  rather  anppose,  mi,  it  is  the  ease. 
The  owners  of  the  greater  part  of  the  fiahing 
vessels  are  not  meKhants,  neither  do  they  im- 
port the  salt  they  consume ;  but  when  the  flsli 
they  take  are  cored  for  market,  they  are  sold  at 
tha  market  price ;  and  it  frequently  happens 
that  those  peisons  who  purohsae  the  fish  are 
not  the  exporters  of  them,  or  the  imnortera  of 
the  salt,  but  a  third  person,  who  puTcoasea  with 
a  prospect  of  selling  them  at  a  proSt,  is  the  ex- 
porter ;  and  when  it  so  happens,  neither  the 
fisherman  who  catches  the  fisb,  nor  the  importer 
of  the  salt,  receives  any  benefit  from  the  draw- 
back, unless  the  purcuaser  (the  third  person) 
nve  a  greater  price  in  oontemplalion  of  the 
drawba^  which  I  think  is  not  to  be  supposed. 

Is  it  worthy  the  attention  of  Qovemment 
that  the  cod  fishery  ahould  be  preserved  t  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  la.  TPhen  we  oonaider 
the  labor  and  oe^dnity  bestowed  on  this  object 
by  our  Miniaters,  at  the  settlement  of  peace  be- 
tween ns  and  Great  Britun,  and  the  care  then 
taken  to  secure  this  privilege,  as  appears  by  the 
treaty — [here  Mr.  B.  read  that  part  of  the  trea- 
ty which  secures  to  us  the  fishery,  he  then  pv- 
oeeded] — and  ooiudder  the  straggle  made  to  d«- 
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P'iTe  hb  of  this  ineetimable  liranoh  of  coiiuaerc«, 
oannot  snp^oae  that  any  one  would,  at  this 
dajr,  Tolnntanly  relinqnuh  it,  &ad  suffer  (rrcAt 
Britmn  to  monopolize  this  brancli,  sad  sopplj 
tlie  Uediterruiesn,  French,  and  other  markets. 
Great  Britain,  at  present,  e^'ojs  a  sufficient 

Sortion  of  this  commerce,  while  Franoe  is  oim- 
ned  to  the  narrow  limits  of  St.  Peters  and 
IGqaelon.  If  we  rehnqnish  this  hranch  of  the 
tt)d  flsherj,  what  is  left  as !  Onr  whale  fishery 
la  neartf  at  an  end,  and  mileas  Qovemment 
qieedilf  interpose,  bj  granting  relief  we  shaU 
totally  lose  it  Does  not  the  Britisu  Govern- 
ment wish  to  deprive  ns  of  this  branch  also  t 
Have  not  letters  of  agents  been  sent  to  the 
island  of  Nantucket,  as  well  as  New  Bedford, 
where  this  branch  of  bnsiiiees  is  principally 
prosecnted,  inviting  the  whale  fishermen  to  r&- 
move,  and  offering  them  pennanent  settlanents 
at  Hilford-Eaven,  at  the  expense  of  their  Goy- 
emmentl  This  mnst  be  viewed  as  a  great  en- 
oooragement,  in  addition  to  their  boonties  on 
oil,  to  a  clasH  of  poor  men  employed  in  that 
bostness.  If  the  cod  fishery  is  rclinaQiahed,  die 
fishermen  have  only  to  remove  to  me  oppoMtA 
shore  of  NoTS  Scotia,  where  they  will  find  en- 
conragemeiit  fully  adeqoate  to  their  servioee — 
of  all  which  they  are  not  nnapprised.  By  en- 
oonraging  this  class  of  men,  yonr  revenne  will 
be  increased  ^  for  in  return  for  the  fish  eiportad, 
you  will  receive  sogar,  coffee,  cocoa,  indigo,  mo- 
usses, pimento,  cotton,  dye-woods,  rnm,  wine^ 
salt,  mtit,  and  other  articles  salgect  to  duty, 
and  consumed  in  the  country.  And  again,  your 
Treosu^  will  receive  an  excess  by  the  proviaon 
in  this  bill ;  fijr  I  preamne  the  p'eater  propor- 
tion of  vessels  employed  in  this  busiQeBs  are 
from  twenty  to  forty  tons ;  the  town  of  Marble- 
hettd,  perhaps,  has  principally  large  ones.  Snp- 
pose,  Uien,  a  vessel  of  thirty  tons  obtains,  in  a 
seasoQ,  six  hundred  quintsJs  of  fisht  (a  very 
moderate  voyage  indeed,}  her  tonnage  is  seven- 
ty-five dollars;  the  drawback  on  exportation 
woold  be  seventy-eight  dollars ;  so  that  yonr 
Treasury  retains  three  doilara  gain  by  this  bill, 
which  would  be  a  loss  on  the  drawback. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  that 
granting  the  enoooragement  to  the  fishermen 
and  their  owners,  held  oat  in  the  bill,  would 
prove  very  benefldal  to  the  United  States  ;  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  section  before  yon  will  not 
be  struck  oat. 

At  this  point,  the  comnuttee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  dt  again. 

TussDAT,  Febmaiy  T. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  the  tamiers  of 
the  town  of  Newark,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, which  was  presentedjesterday,  be  referred 
to  Hr.  BouDiNOT,  Mr.  WirrB,  Mr,  Tbatcbsm, 
Mr.  BouBsz,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr.  Niles  : 
that  tbey  do  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and 
report  the  same,  with  theb  opinion  thereupon, 
to  the  House. 

}iz.  BxNSoH,  from  the  committee  appointed, 


preeented  a  bill  lor  an  apportionment  of  Bspre- 
sentatives  among  the  several  States,  ■ceor£ng 
to  the  first  enumeration,  and  making  provisicti 
for  another  enameration,  and  apportiomn^ 
of  Bepresentatives  thereon,  to  compose  the 
House  of  RepresentatiTes  after  the  thira  day  at 
March,  179T;  wbioh  was  received  and  read  ths 
first  tiine. 

The  Sfxakkb  lud  befbre  the  Hoose  a  letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  acoompony- 
ing  his  report  stating  the  amount  (rf  the  sub- 
scriptions to  the  loSDB  proposed  by  the  act  mak- 
ing provision  for  the  pnblie  debt,  as  well  in  the 
debts  of  the  respective  States  as  in  the  domestie 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  partt 
which  remain  unsnbscril>ed,  together  with  such 
measnres  as  ore,  in  his  opinion,  expedient  to  be 
taken  on  the  snl^ect,  punnant  to  an  ordw  of 
thisHonseof  the  Istcf  November  last;  whiek 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  eommitted  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  Hoose  on  Mondiy 

Th«  FiOorf  BilL 

The  Rouse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Cknt- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  sent  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  Oct  for  the  enooorage- 
ment of  the  Bank  and  other  God  Fisheries,  and 
for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fiaher> 
men  employed  therein." 

Hr.  Faoe  said  no  man  in  this  Honse  wn 
more  heartily  disposed  to  encourage  the  fishe- 
ries of  the  TTnilAd  States  than  he  was;  ncr 
oould  any  one  more  sincerely  wish  to  encoorage 
the  bold,  active,  and  enterprising  adveatnreis 
in  that  branch  of  our  commerce  to  persevere  in 
it,  than  he  did;  being  sensible  of  the  impc^ 
tauoe  of  their  traffic  in  peace,  and  of  their  d^ 
fence  of  their  country  and  annoyance  of  thor 
enemies  in  war.  But,  »r,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  much 
doubt  whether  Congress  can  give  that  enoMcr- 
Bgement  to  the  fisheries  to  which  tbev  are  en- 
titled, and  which  jMhcy  wonld  lead  tne  Gene- 
ral Government  to  give,  were  it  not  restricted 
by  the  constdtution.  I  consider,  nr,  the  oonsti- 
tutiou  as  intended  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the 
Confederation  to  a  certMu  d^ree ;  so  flu-  only 
as  would  secure  the  independence  and  generd 
welfare  of  the  Confederated  States,  without  en- 
dangering the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
the  individual  States.  Congreee,  therefbre,  wsa 
authorized  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Unfam,  and 
to  regulate  commerce,  |)art!y  for  that  pnrpose^ 
and  partly  to  prevent  miproper  and  dangeroos 
commercial  combinations,  jeidousies,  and  alt^ 
cations  l>etween  the  States.  But  Oongreas  wsa 
not  intrusted  with  any  regulation  of  eiportt 
which  could  admit  of  an  interpolation  whidi 
might  be  dictated  by  partiality;  nor  was  Coo- 
gress  permitted  to  lay  any  tax  which  eonid  by 
any  possibility  operate  nnequally  on  the  States 
in  general.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that,  if  a  draw- 
back be  not  allowed  on  the  s^t  used  in  salting 
fish,  there  will  be,  in  feet,  a  duty  on  the  expor- 
tation of  the  fish.  But  to  this  I  think  it  m^ 
be  rqilied,  that  the  coiistatati<»i  guards  the  ex- 
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ports  of  each  State  agaliut  ihe  poadlidlit?  of 
partial  rcetrictjon  b;  CoDgresii  or  wea  ij  the 
States  themaelvea ;  that  Ooiigi«8B  eannot  lay  a 
datj  on  the  eioortftliOD  of  rice,  indigo,  tobacoo, 
&&,  or  any  oUier  ortide  exiKMted  from  any 
State,  becuue  this  might  be  done  to  the  injurj 
of  the  State  where  anch  iatj  wonld  operate. 
and  to  the  advantage  and  a^randiieinent  of 
some  particular  States,  ita  oontpetitars  more  fa 
TOred  bj  the  General  Govemment,  or  poesessiiif 
more  ioflnenoe  in  (he  debates  of  Congress ;  tDC 
that  the  Statee  are  also  indiTidoallj  restrained 
from  laying  such  duties  without  the  nonsent  of 
Gongreas,  to  prevent  acta  which  might  prodnoe 
iealoasies,  commercial  combinatioos,  and,  per- 
napa,  at  length,  civil  dissensions.  That  this  re- 
BtrtctiMi,  if  it  be  intended  to  prevent  partiality, 
tiierefore,  cannot  extend  to  anthonze  draw- 
backs, which  may  be  productive  of  partial 
preferences  snd  their  consequent  JealoQsies;  that 
if  drawbacks  be  granted  at  all,  they  ought  to  be 
onivereallf  extended  to  every  article  which  is 
or  can  be  exported  from  any  of  the  States,  hav- 
ing in  its  composition  a  datlable  Ingredient; 
that  hence,  ships  and  other  vessels,  Ac,  should 
ikave  drawtutoks  on  the  sails,  cordage,  iron,  &c. ; 
bnt  it  may  also  be  said  that,  as  to  the  dnty  on 
salt,  that  is  amply  repud  to  the  merchant  hy 
the  price  annexed  to  his  fish ;  the  snms  lidd  ont 
in  salt  and  fish  ti^ther  form  a  capital  on  which 
be  takes  eare  to  have  a  safBcient  profit  Those 
merchants  employed  in  this  traffic,  if  allowed  a 
drawback,  wonld  have  a  preference  to  other 
merchants,  who  import  largely,  pay  heavy  dn- 
ties,  and  have  no  other  advantage  than  the  nsn- 
al  advance  on  thdr  goods.  The  exporter  of  any 
article,  with  a  drawback,  must  have  an  advan- 
tage over  his  fellow-citizenB,  who  purchase 
tfaroiigb  necessity  many  dutiable  articles,  and 
■re  obliged  to  oonanme  them,  without  any  oth- 
er benefit  than  the  nse  of  them.  I  mention 
this  because  it  has  been  said  0>7  Mr,  Ana) 
Ihnt,  having  made  the  men  of  Harblehead  pay 
for  salt,  they  have  a  right  to  demand  the  mon- 
ej  expended  In  that  salt  on  the  exportation  of 
their  fish ;  for  it  would  be  aa  reasonable  for  the 
man  who  had  ate  his  fish  on  which  his  salt  vrea 
expended,  or  who  had  nsed  any  other  article 
for  which  he  had  paid  a  duty,  to  clslm  of  Oon- 
gresi  a  retom  of  his  money  expended  therein, 
as  the  exporter  of  fish.  The  only  difference  ia, 
that,  if  both  were  pmd  the  exact  som  so  ex- 
pended by  them,  the  exporter  of  fish  wonld  get 
twice  paid.  The  purchaser  or  consumer  of  his 
Esh  would  pay  him  for  his  salt  therein,  as  if  it 
wei«  snbstanilal  fish,  and  the  State  for  it  as 
mere  salt  Here,  then,  is  a  field  for  partiality, 
discontent,  and  complaints,  wbioh  the  constitn- 
titm  wisely  guards  agunst.  It  cannot,  therefore, 
be  to  any  purpose  to  tell  us  that  a  bounty,  or 
allowance,  aa  it  is  now  called.  Is  preferable  to  a 
drawback,  as  there  Is  not  so  great  room  for 
fraud  in  the  one  aa  in  the  other ;  nor  can  It  be 
cf  importance  to  show  that  the  fishermen  have 
not  the  profits  to  which  they  are  entitled.  That 
th^  services  in  the  lasl  war  deserve  rewards, 


&o.,  their  country  sbsred  with  them  the  gknj 
of  their  gallant  behavior;  bnt  they  alone  re- 
ceived the  rewards  they  aimed  at.  The  twelva 
hundred  ships  they  took  were  a  oompensatioD 
for  services  and  a  reward  for  those  exploits. 
It  is  true,  they  annoyed  the  enemy ;  it  h  cer- 
tain their  prixes  sometimes  fed,  armed,  and 
clothed  onr  armies ;  bat  it  la  not  said  that  tb^ 
did  not  receive  payment  for  furnishing  those 

But  ber«  we  are  asked.  Is  it  not  of  great  con- 

naence  to  the  United  States  to  employ  those 
i,  skilftil  seamen  in  onr  service,  that  we  may 
eiyoy  the  commerdal  advantage  they  give  us  la 
peace,  and  their  powerful  aerastance  in  wart 
To  this  I  reply,  that  it  ought  first  to  be  proved 
that  Oongr«M  has  the  power  and  authority  to 
give  them  the  encouragement  demanded;  and 
even  if  Congress  have  that  power,  it  ought  to  bo 
shown  that  it  can  be  extended  to  the  benefit  of 
the  sailors  of  some  of  the  States,  and  not  to 
those  of  every  State.  It  may  be  a^d  that  Con- 
gress may  with  as  much  propriety  ^ve  bonntiea 
hunters  in  the  Western  conntry,  to  raise 


give  drawbacks  and  bounties  to  the  fishermen 
of  the  Eastern  States,  with  a  view  to  enconrwe 
fisheries,  and  to  raise  a  nursery  of  seamen  for 
their  defence  against  enemies  who  may  invade 
our  Eastern  frontiers.  Indeed,  if  darenoe  be 
the  object  in  view,  wa  might  as  well  dve  bonn- 
tiee  to  sturdy  landsmen  to  be  fn  r«Miness  and 
constant  training  for  war. 

Indeed,  sir,  I  confess  I  am  not  altogether  con- 
vinced, that,  if  Oongreee  have  this  power,  it 
ought  to  be  thus  exerted ;  because  it  is  not  clear 
to  me  that  those  fishermen  would  not  be  more 
imfitable  to  the  TTnited  Statea,  if  they  were  cul- 
tivating the  lands  whit^  now  lie  wast«,  and 
riusing  fimiilies,  which  would  be  of  ten  times 
more  valne  than  their  fisheries.  A  nursery  of 
virtuous  families,  which  will  produce  soldiers, 
sailors,  husbandmen,  and  statesmen,  must  be 
preferable  to  a  mere  nursery  of  awlors,  who 
generally  live  single,  and  often  perish  at  eea.  I 
always  look  upon  the  losa  of  a  crew  to  an  in&nt 
Republic  as  the  losa  almost  of  a  new  State. 

1  speak  of  this  question,  however,  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  member  of  this  House. 
Were  I  to  discuss  it  as  a  citizen  of  Massachn- 
setta,  and  in  their  Legislature,  I  should  aay,  aa 
the  State  Is  nearly  filled  with  inhabitants,  and 
our  fishermen  increase  our  commerce  in  peace, 
protect  ns  in  war,  and,  indeed,  even  enrich  us 
By  their  prizes,  it  ia  our  interest  to  encourage 
them  to  the  utmost,  and  to  prevent  their  gotog 
into  the  service  of  other  countries.  I  might, 
therefore,  aa  a  member  of  the  Legialatore  of 
that  State,  do  all  in  my  power  to  procure  boun- 
tiea  for  them,  and  indeed  for  all  the  sailors  be- 
longing to  that  State ;  hut  I  should  not  think 
of  appb^ing  to  Oongrees  for  their  assistance;  not 
only  because  I  dODbt  their  right  to  afiTord  it,  bnt 
because  I  should  look  upon  it  as  in  some  degree 
derogatory  to  the   sovereigntj  and  indq»en- 
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denoe  of  the  StsU.  I  ikoidd  IwA  Jtpoa  moh  an 
interferenoe  irf  OongnM  M  k  itep  towirdi  nral- 
lowiBg  np  the  powMv  of  the  Sute  GoTenuDeotB, 
•ad  BB  coDsobdatiiiff  Uw  difbrant  St>t«a  into 
one  Govemment,  vmch  the  wiae  and  Tirtuow 
in  everj  StAt«  alwsja  protested  against  aa 
dangeroDB  to  their  libertiee ;  the  fear  of  irbiob 
oonaoUdKtioii  prevented  nuuty  good  men  from 
voting  for  the  adopliM)  of  Uie  new  Govem- 

The  framers  of  the  oonatitnlaon  gnuded  ao 
mnob  against  a  pombility  of  mioh  partial  pre- 
ferenoee  aa  might  be  given,  if  Gongieei  had  the 
right  to  grant  tlieni,  that,  even  to  enoonrage 
leamiog  and  naefnl  arta,  the  granting  <^  patents 
ia  the  extent  of  their  power.  And  annlT  no- 
thhig  ooold  be  leee  dangeroiu  to  the  NTerelgnly 
or  intereeta  of  the  inoividiul  States  than  the 
enoonragement  whioh  might  be  given  ti 
nions  inventors  or  promoters  at  valuable 
tiona  in  tbe  arte  and  soienoea.  The  enoc 
ment  which  t^  General  Government  might 
give  to  the  fine  arts,  to  oommeroe,  to  mann&o- 
tnrea,  and  agrioaltnre,  might,  if  Jodicionelj  ap- 
plied, ledoond  to  the  honor  of  Oongreee,  and 
the  splendor,  magniflcenoe,  and  real  advantage 
1^  the  United  Statee ;  bat  the  wiae  framers  of 
oor  oonstitation  saw  that,  if  OoDgrese  had  the 
power  of  ezertinff  what  has  been  called  a  royal 
mooiflcence  for  these  pnrposeB,  Congreee  might, 
like  man;  ro^ al  bene&ct4»a,  misplace  th^  mn- 
nifioence ;  might  devate  syoophonta,  and  be  in- 
attentive to  men  nnfriendl;  to  the  views  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  might  reward  tbe  ingeniiitv  of  the 
dtizena  of  one  Stale,  and  negleot  a  mocu  greater 
genins  of  another.  A  citizen  of  a  powerful 
State,  it  might  be  said,  was  attended  to,  whilst 
that  of  one  of  lees  weight  in  the  Federal  aoale 
wga  totally  n^lected.  It  is  not  saffidetit  to  re- 
move these  oqjectioDa,  to  saj,  as  some  gentle- 
men have  sud,  that  Congress  is  incapable  of 
partialitf  or  absurdities,  and  that  thej  are 
far  from  committing  them  as  mj  ooUeagnes 
mjself.  I  tell  them  the  constitntion  was  form 
on  a  supposition  of  human  frailty,  and  to  re- 
strain abnaee  of  miataken  powers.  The  oonsti- 
tntJon  has  been  sud  b;  »ome  one  to  be,  like  an- 
swers of  the  oracles  of  old,  capable  t^varioDS 
and  oppodte  oonstmotiona;  that  it  has  been 
ingenioosly  contrived,  hhe  some  of  them,  to 
enlt  two  events — a  repnblican  or  a  monarchical 
issne.  I  will  not  pretend  to  raj  that  this  ianot, 
in  some  inatanoes,  too  just  an  observation ;  nor 
will  I  undertake  to  deny  tliat  it  was  not  the  In- 
tention of  Bome  <4  the  Convention  that  anoh 
ambignitiee  mi^t  be  in  their  constitution,  to 
oorreepond  with  the  eritioal  and  ambignona  state 
o{  the  American  mind  i«q)ecldng  government ; 
bnt  I  will  boldly  affirm,  that,  whatever  the  the- 
ories of  that  da;  might  lead  some  to  think  re- 
epecting  the  appfioation  of  monarchical  priodples 
to  Uie  Government  of  the  United  States,  m>  one 
can,  at  this  day,  pretend  that  they  are  applica- 
ble to  their  ciroomstanccs,  their  dispontions,  or 
intereeCa,  or  even  are  agreeable  to  the  wishee  of 
tLe  people.    Even  before  the  adc^tion  of  the 


>nBtitotion,  wlwo  the  li^ta  of  mm  -  had  not 
been  ao  thoroughly  investigated  as  the;  anet 
have  been,  it  mnat  be  rememboed  that  wboh 


States,  and  lai^  and  respeetabh 
other  States  eomplained  of  and  o't^jeciea  lo  ua 
aristocratical  and  mooarcliieal  featnrea  of  tha 
new  OoTeramenL  In  vam  dii  the  friends  rf 
the  new  Govemment^^iends  of  order,  erf  nnioiL 


of  exercising  them,  and  that,  indeed,  tlie;  w 
be  endained  or  restrained  b;  some  ftitm 
amendmenta.  The  aagadons  and  eloquent 
HntBT  shook  his  head  at  sooh  promises,  ^^ei 
and  submitted  to  t2ie  will  of  the  m^Jori^— a 
small  one  indeed — but  foretold,  from  lus  know- 
ledge of  tbe  homan  heart,  what  would  be  doat 
uid  saidinjostiflcation  of  every  measore  which 
might  extend  tbe  power  of  Ckmgress. 

h  it  pohtic  and  wise,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
exert  the  power  contended  for,  even  if  it  liesa- 
tborized  b;  the  constitntion  t  Uay  not  the  in- 
terferences of  Congren  in  the  bosikeea  of  regn- 
latbg  the  trade  of  the  Eastern  States,  exdte,  if 
not  envy  on  aocotmt  of  a  supposed  partially,  a 
jealous;  lest  OongreeB  nndertake  to  intermeddls 
in  the  commerdal  regnlatJons  of  other  Statcsl 
ICay  not  Congress  with  eqnal  propriet;,  onder- 
take  to  r^ulate  the  tobacoo,  the  rice,  and  indigo 
trade,  as  well  as  that  of  the  fisheries  ?  If  they 
intermeddle  in  the  bueineae  of  sailors,  why  not 
in  that  of  mannfactnrets  and  &nnersl  M'here, 
I  ma;  ask  with  my  coUeagoe,  may  the;  not  go 
on  in  their  zeal,  and,  I  may  add,  ir  '' t--A.. 


Jealousy  of  rival  States,  instead  of  mntnal  Mtis- 
Dsction  and  pleasure — if  distrust  and  sn^idciL 
of  Congress,  instead  of  confideace  in  thmr  mesa- 
ures,  b«  the  oonseqaenoe — how  will  the  Uuicn 
be  promoted,  or  the  General  Government  ■»' 
cored!  However  virtuously  disposed  the  prta- 
emt  members  may  be,  (and  I  am  ready  to  *p- 
pland  tbdr  honest  int^tiona,)  let  them  consider, 
sir,  that  they  hod  better  supprea  thdr  patriotio 
emotions,  than  give  a  pretext  for  ttieir  snccv- 
scffs  to  abuse  the  powers  wliioh  they  now  widi 
to  exert  for  the  pnbiic  good.  I  know  they  wiU 
quote  the  opinion  of  as  wise  and  virtnons  a  dti- 
zeu  as  is  in  the  United  States,  I  know  his  pa- 
triotism, and  know  well  his  tme  Republican 
Sirinciplea;  but,  dr,  with  the  freedom  of  afel- 
Qwcitizen,  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  thstbi* 
honest  sea^  like  that  of  the  friends  of  the  Ull, 
has  led  him  into  a  mistake.*  That  able  stslea- 
man  and  virtuous  dtizen,  like  the  eloquent  ad- 
vocates d  the  bill,  has  considered  the  acta  no* 
qooted  as  B  full  sanction  for  the  one  before  tha 
committee.  Bat  I  am  of  opinion,  that  thess 
acts  had  better  be  repealed  than  {^ve  a  aandioa 
to  the  enacting  of  a  law  which  goes  to  the  <•■ 
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tb«  partial  snconragement  of  an;  branch 
3f  trade  or  emplojmetit  whatBoever,  I  ahall 
therefore  yoIb  agunat  th«  Inll  before  as,  and,  to 
ret  rid  of  it  ihtJl  vote  for  str&iog  oQt  of  it  die 
Orst  section,  according  to  the  motion  now  be- 
fore the  oommittee.  As  a  member  of  this 
Souse,  I  aball  think  it  my  duty  to  protect  the 
9sheci«a,  and  every  other  branch  ca  oar  oom- 
meroe,  the  fisherman  as  well  aa  every  other 
Ditizen,  as  far  aa  maj  be  within  my  ability ; 
bnt  I  am  not  permitted,  aa  a  member  of  Con- 
^ee^  I  hombly  conceive,  to  aelect  the  £aheriea 
and  fiahermen  te  objects  of  more  conseqnenoe 
than  any  other  branchea  of  trade,  or  perBone 
employed  In  them,  leet  Congreea  should  not  only 
show  a  mistaken  attachment,  or,  even  if  jn- 
dicionsly  placed,  excite  jesloosiea  and  disoon' 
teata  between  the  States,  and  distrust,  deetrao 
tive  of  their  weight  and  inflaence.  Uy  oonstant 
wish  has  been  to  see  Congress  oonflned  to  sach 
acts  Mwonldfbrm  a  more  perfect  union,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  ensnre  domestic  tran^nilli^, 
and  enga^  the  oonfidenoe  of  cm*  fellow-citizena. 
Ht  wish  is,  that  the  members  of  Oongreas 
wonla  leave  their  respective  Statfie  in  the  fnll  en- 
joynjent  of  every  right  end  privilege  they  held 
before  their  adoption  of  the  new  constitution, 
which  on  be  exerdsed  without  prejudioe  to 
the  General  Government  Let  the  Legislatores 
of  the  different  St&tes  encourage,  aa  far  aa  ' 
tlieir  power,  the  commerce,  agriculture,  ornu 
nfacturea  of  their  respective  States!  and  let 
Congress,  aa  far  aa  can  be  consistent  with  the 
most  steady  impartialilj,  patroniTe  th^  pa- 
briotic  exertions,  by  wise  regulations  of  their 
oommerce  with  foreign  nations,  anch  as  may 
open  aa  fall  an  interconrae  with  thorn  nations 
■H  the  States  may  deaire.  The  emnlation  of 
the  sister  States  in  oommeroe,  manufactures^  or 
agricnttnre,  would  lead  to  the  early  estabhsh- 
ment  of  that  branch  of  dther  to  which  each 
Slate  might  be  best  adapted.  This  rivalahip 
coold  produce  nO  jealousy,  no  general  national 
discontent  in  the  States,  no  localities  in  Oon- 
pen.  Virginia  would  not  attempt  to  rival 
Massachneetls  in  her  flsheries  or  carrying  bnsl- 
nea,  nor  will  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  rival 
the  mannfactortes  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsyl- 
VBi^a.  Each  State  may  r^oioe  to  see  its  sister 
States  enjoying  the  advantages  with  which 
Heftven  has  blessed  them ;  and  Congress,  If  con- 
&ied  to  sntjocts  which  admit  not  of  local  con- 
ttderatlona,  may  debate  with  temper  and  decide 
with  nnbiascd  Judgment  I  confeas  I  have 
wished  that  Congress  possessed  the  power  that 
the  friends  of  the  bill  teU  ns  we  do  poaaess,  and 
1^  m  we  have  exerted ;  bnt,  on  eiamininK  the 
CDUtitntion  with  a  view  to  my  wish,  I  found 
reason  to  think,  not  only  that  Congress  has  not 
ttiat  power,  bnt  that  it  ought  not  to  posse~  " 
QnlesB  the  constitution  was  intended  to  eati 
a  consolidated  Government  on  the  ruin  of  the 
State  L^telatnres ;  but  this,  I  conceive,  cannot 
1«  the  caae,  because  the  oonatitntion  gnaranteea 


to  the  States  th^  reqMotive  Repnblican  Gor- 
— unents.  The  general  powers  of  Congress, 
doubt,  otig^t  to  be  (as  they  are)  adequate  to 
the  pnrt>ose  of  forming  a  more  psrfttt  vnicn 
than  snWsted  under  the  ConfMeration,  to  ea- 
tablish  Jnstice,  Sk.  ;  bnt,  aa  they  are  bonnd  to 
gnarantee  to  the  States  their  respective  Repub- 
fioan  forms  of  Qoyernment,  I  cannot  conceive 
how  any  of  these  powers  can  be  employed,  con- 
sistently with  the  ends  fbr  which  they  were 
^ven,  ia  diminishing  the  power  and  aoverdgn- 
ty  of  the  State  L^slaturea,  How  Oongress 
m  interfere  in  the  regulations  respecting  the 
lerohants  and  their<sdIors  at  Marblehead  with 
_iore  propriety  than  with  those  at  Philadelphia, 
Norfolk,  or  Charleston,  I  cannot  conceive ;  nor 
how  this  interference  conid  take  place  without 
alarmins  those  Statee,  I  know  not  Viewing 
the  bill  oefore  ns  in  this  light,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
shall  vote  against  it,  and,  aa  I  s^d  before,  to  get 
rid  of  it,  shall  vote  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 
according  to  the  motion  now  before  the  com- 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  aeotioD 
waa  ^en,  and  negatived— 82  to  36. 


Febmary  8. 

A  message  was  received  ftom  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  together  with  a  statement 
of  certdn  articles  of  expense,  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  for  which  no  provi^on  is  maoe  by  law. 
[The  expense  alluded  to  was  incurred  for  die 
relief  of  a  number  of  American  s^ors,  impressed 
in  Sugland  to  serve  on  board  the  British  navy.] 
The  meaaage  and  accompanying  papers  were  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  examine  and  re- 

The  Sfbasxb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  oer- 
ttdn  communications  with  the  Kiecntive  of 
Virgiiua  relative  to  the  existing  temporary 
defensive  protection  of  the  expoaed  frontierg  of 
that  State,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States ;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  oi 
the  claims  of  persons  nnder  particular  ch^irum' 
stances  barred  by  the  limitations  heretofore 
eBUd>liBhed ;  which  waa  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

lb.  BxsBos,  from  the  committee  t«  whom 
was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  o[  the 
Treasury  on  the  petition  of  Comfort  Banda, 
and  othera,  made  a  report;  which  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  01  ''     '  " 


Tht  Cod  FUhvritt. 
The  House  again  resolved  ttsdf  Into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Honse,  on  the  bill  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  Bank  and  other  Cod  Fish- 
eries, and  fbr  the  regulation  and  government  of 
the  fishermen  employed  therein." 


:e  on  the  table. 
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On  a  molioii  to  itrikft  out  the  wch^  "  bounty 
now  allowed,"  and  insert  aOowutee  mw  maiU, 

lb.  Gius  observed,  that  be  ooDoeind  tlie 
▼ote  of  fBaterdaj  agaimt  Htritdnff  out  tlie  flrat 
set^on,  was  a  deoiaion  in  favor  of  the  policy  of 
vraBting  QoTemmental  aid  to  the  flsheriee ;  the 
Inqnirj  of  to-day  will  be  on  what  torma  tliis 
aid  shall  be  granted  f  He  felt  bat  little  regret 
at  the  deci^on  of  yeaterda;,  beoaose  he  bad 
himself  previonaly  contemplat«d  lome  reaaona 
not  unimportant,  to  Justify  that  deciaioD,  and 
others  had  been  snggested  by  Bereral  gentlemen 
in  die  eonrae  of  the  debate.  The  principles  of 
thia  policy,  be  tbonght,  bowever,  migbt  be  com- 
bated by  rMsons  of  at  least  eqoal,  and  as  &r  as 
he  was  able  to  Judge,  of  paramonnt  Importance ; 
bnt  as  be  admitted  considerable  weight  in  the 
reasons  on  each  side  of  the  question,  he  was  not 
partjcularly  tenacions  of  the  preference  which 
his  own  opinion  saggested.  When  he  first 
mentioned  his  doubts  respecting  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  it  was  with  diffidence,  and  those 
doobts  in  some  measore  arose  from  an  idea  that 
the  bill  oonttuned  a  direct  bonnty  upon  occn- 
padon;  npon  a  more  minnta  examination,  be 
thoWit  tne  term  boontj  onneoevsrily  intro- 
dooed  into  ^e  bill,  and  that  the  olject  of  it  oonld 
be  answered  without  the  use  of  terms,  which 
might  hereafter  be  deemed  to  contain  a  deciuon 
npon  the  general  principle  of  the  constitntional 
right  to  grant  boontiee ;  it  was  to  avoid  any 
tbing  which  migbt  wear  the  appearance  of  such 
a  deuBton,  that  induced  Mm  to  make  the  present 
motion. 

He  proceeded  to  remark,  that  as  great  a 
difference  of  opinion  often  eiis^  reepeoting 
the  precise  meaning  of  the  terms  nsed,  as  the 
oonseqnences  which  flow  from  them  after  at- 
taining snch  predsion  t^  meaning ;  and  it  is  of 
importance  to  the  present  discoseion  that  an 
acoorate  definition  of  the  terms  nsdd  in  the 
biU,  and  those  proposed  to  be  nsed,  should  be 
had.  The  avowed  object  of  the  bill  is  not  to 
increase,  but  to  traneinate  the  snm,  or  a  portion 
Qianol,  now  allowed  to  the  fisheries  in,lieu  of 
the  drawback  upon  salt,  f^m  the  merohant 
who  is  now  sapposed  to  receive  the  sole  benefit, 
to  the  fishermen  really  employed  in  the  fish- 
ing vessels.  This  b  a  mere  chimerical  project, 
but  if  it  be  admitted  that  this  is  the  object  to 
be  effected  by  the  bill,  the  term  bounty  is  im- 
properly applied. 

A  gentleman  from  Massaohnsetts,  (Ifr.  Akib,) 
who  rests  the  defence  of  this  bill  ^noet  solely 
npon  this  position,  that  those  wbo  reouve  the 
benefit  intended  by  it,  are  of  right  entitled  to 
anoh  benefit  in  conaideration  of  a  previous  ad- 
vanoement  in  valne,  and  that  this  bill  contains  a 
mere  permissbnto  tbem  to  retun  their  own,  has 
at  the  same  time  declared,  that  he  thought  the 
term  bounty  the  most  proper  and  tecbnieal,  to 
ooDvey  this  idea  In  this,  the  gentleman  ap- 
pears to  have  deviated  from  bis  usual  accuracy. 
A  bounty  is  the  granting  a  Iieneflt  without  a 
oorreapondeat  retora  in  value ;  a  drawback  is 


tin  retakiiM  of  somMhing  tn  oonrideralian  of  a 
pravloiu  aaranoement ;  this  is  always  firanded 
npon  a  eonslderstios  previously  received — that 
is  a  grant  of  fevor  n  mero  motv,  Bnt  the 
great  charaoteristic  dialinctioa  between  bonntin 
and  drawbacks  as  the^  eesentJally  relate  to 
the  admlniabvtion  of  thu  Oovemment  con^stt 
In  the  governmental  ol^jects  to  which  they  may 
severallv  be  applied ;  drawbacks  are  neoessarily 
conflnea  to  commerdal  regulations ;  boontits 
may  be  extended  to  every  posaibie  object  of 
Government,  and  may  pervade  the  whole  m!- 
nntite  of  police.  They  may  not  only  be  extended 
to  commerce,  bnt  to  Uaminff,  ajp-ieultun, 
manufaetyiret,  and  even  the  soeretfnatt  of  re- 
ligion will  be  found  too  feeble  to  famish  com- 
plete protection  from  their  infinence.  Ths 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  boa 
scrnpulonsly  tenacious  of  a  oonstitotional  secu- 
rity for  the  most  free  and  equal  ezereisee  of 
this  right,  but  tbrongb  tba  me^um  of  bounties, 
even  this  right  may  be  invaded,  and  the  only 
security  against  snch  invasion  must  be  gmernr- 
mental  ducratton.  The  same  characteristic 
distinction  will  attend  that  ipeeU*  of  bonnly 
which  may  incidentally  result  from  commerdil 
regulations;  and  direct  bountdee upon  oocnpa- 
tion  fonnded  upon  the  broad  baas  of  discretion- 
ary right.  The  spedfication  in  the  coostitih 
tion  of  the  right  to  regulate  oommeroo,  may 
postibly  in  some  casee  fpye  rise  to  this  indirett 
species  of  bounty,  not  from  any  right  in  the 
constitution  to  grant  bonnties,  bnt  as  the  neces- 
sary result  from  the  specified  right  to  nuke 
commercial  regulations;  and  this  specification 
can  be  the  only  foundation  of  JusUfication  to 
this  indirect  species  of  bounty ;  but  there  is  no 
spedflcatlon  in  the  constitution  of  a  right  to 
regulate  learning,  or  agrieultvre,  manafaetnrtt, 
or  reHgum,  and  so  Ear  as  the  sense  of  the  con- 
stitution can  be  colleetod,  it  rather  forbids  than 
authorizes  the  exercise  of  that  right. 

Arguments  used  to  deduoe  any  givea  ait^ 
thority  from  the  term  gmerai  welfare,  abetract- 
edly  from  the  specification  of  some  particular 
authority,  are  dangerons  in  the  extreme  to 
rights  constitutionally  reserved,  and  ought  ever 
to  be  viewed  with  great  oauljon  and  sospidon. 
They  serve  directly  to  show  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  not  only  consolidated  in  all  its  parbk 
bnt  that  it  is  a  consolidated  Government  <a 
onlimited  discretion ;  that  it  conttdns  no  con> 
Htitntional  limitation  or  restriction.  If  ai^ 
given  antbority  be  inferred  from  the  term  geM- 
ral  aelfaTe  in  the  abstract,  any  other  authority 


it,  and  differs  only  in  degree,  as  t 
several  Governmental  ol^Jects. 

He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the  novel  and 
curious  distinction  taken  by  a  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  Qii.  Hilleodsb)  between  p«n«raZ 

ilfare  ani particular  welfare;  for  every  par- 
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tion,  hiTe  DO  other  liinitatioD  than  Congrw- 
modbI  diticretaoD,  it  is  eqaallj  destmotive  of  &11 
cooMitiiUoDal  reetrunt.  Gentlemen  who  faave 
•dTOMted  this  principle  of  conBtraction,  appear 
■tarlled  at  Bome  conaeqaenccs  suggested  to  re- 
golt  from  it,  and  bare  denied  tlutt  thejr  have 
made  the  admistdon  t^  anoh  «oiueqiieiioeB>  This 
is  tme,  nor  have  those  Id  nph  to  asserted,  bnt 
tbej  have  taken  up  the  prindplee  of  constrno- 
Hon  fbrniflhed  by  its  adTocsl«s,  and  made  the 
uiplication  of  it  to  the  coDBeqnenoM  whioh 
vtej  thenuelves  infer ;  and  if  the  principle  be 
admitted,  it  is  nndenlsble  that  the  conaliuiona 
drawn  tttxa  it  will  neoeesaiily  follow  in  tbeir 
ntmcM  latitnde. 

A  ftentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Hr.  Babk- 
nu)  eonfidentlj  spoke  of  the  inherent  rights 
of  thlt  QoTemment ;  this  is  a  new  source  of 
inlbiirit;,  and  totallj  inwplicable  to  this 
GorenunentL  If  there  be  inherent  rights  in 
goranunents  at  all,  they  must  belong  to  goyem- 
mcnts  growing  ont  of  a  state  of  societj,  and 
not  to  a  goremmeat  deriving  aU  its  snthoritiee 
tij  ebartH  from  previonslj  existing  gorern- 
moiti,  (H-  the  people  of  those  goremments.  In 
iiieh  a  gDvenunent,  the  eierdse  of  every  au- 
Iboritf  not  contuned  in  the  instnunent,  or  de- 
dndble  from  it  by  a  fair  and  candid  oonstnio- 
tioD,  ia  an  niHnstuiable  assamption  and  nsDrpo- 
tiim.  He  clid  not  mean  to  analyze  this  anhjeot 
futber  at  tJiis  time,  and  had  been  led  into  these 
general  remarks,  bcioanse  the  impatience  of  the 
CDinmittee  to  have  the  qnestion  upon  striking 
out  Qm  section  had  caused  him  to  refrain  from 
ddiTering  these  sentiments  at  that  time. 

He  would  remuk  farther,  that  bounties  In  all 
eooatries  and  at  all  timea,  have  been  the  effect 
rf&Toritisn;  tbeybave  only  served  to  divert 
tb«  eurrent  of  industry  from  its  natural  channel. 
into  one  I^  adTSiiteKaoDs  or  prodntitive ;  ano 
■Ik  &ct,  they  are  nothing  more  than  govern- 
■Motil  UkeJU  oommittea  npon  the  rights  of 
OM  part  of  the  oommonity,  and  an  muneriUd 
^nnimmttl  mim\fiemet  ta  the  other.  In 
HUiconatry,  utd  under  this  Qovemment,  they 
pMDt  an  aniect  peculiarly  drtadfal  and  di- 

To  contemplate  the  subjects  npon  which 
wODtiei  are  te  operate  in  the  United  States,  the 
'*tBn  (^the  Qovemment  to  dispense  them,  the 
™te  preferences  which  now  do  and  will  for 
"er,  more  or  lees,  oontinne  to  exist,  the  im- 
I^Milnlity  of  an  equal  operation  of  bounties 
''I'Mighoat  the  United  St^es,  npon  anv  ssbjeot 
"hitover,  shoold  be  considered;  and  one  of 
UM  two  efibct«  will  neceesarily  follow  the  ei- 


unistnttion  most  be  radically  changed,  It  must 
M  converted  into  the  most  oomplex  system  of 
V^Mv  and  favoritism. 


umy  andfi 
leobterred 


He  dbterred,  that  it  is  not  nnfreqaent  at  this 
nu  to  hear  of  an  Eastern  and  Soatbem  inter- 
M,  uid  he  had  fyr  some  time  dlentiy  and  in- 
*|p»"iOy  seen,  or  thought  be  saw,  attempts  by 
"»  means  to  Infinence  the  deliberations  of  this 
i       Ten.  t—M 


HoDse  npon  almost  every  important  qnestion. 

80  far  as  he  was  the  insulted  object  of  these 
attempts,  he  felt  that  contempt  for  their  anthors, 
whioh  appeared  tu  him  to  be  the  correspondent 
tribnte  to  the  impnriCj  of  their  designs ;  yet 
he  thoaght  that  this  had  been  the  most  formi- 
dable and  effectual  minuterial  maehim  which 
had  been  yet  used  in  the  administration  of 
Government  Bnt  one  great  mischief  be  ap- 
prehended from  R^blishutg  the  principle  of  toe 
nnrestruned  right  to  grsnt  boanties,  will  be, 
that  it  will  make  the  £fference  of  interest  be- 
tween Eastern  and  Sonthem,  bo  far  as  tliey 
differ  in  tlieir  respective  States  of  manufacture 
and  agriculture,  real,  whioh  is  now  only  ideal. 
It  wiU  make  that  party  real,  which  is  now 
artifloiiiL  The  jealonnee  and  auspicious  arising 
frwa  party,  will  tiien  have  a  snbetantid  founda- 
tion, which  now  have  no  foondation  in  fact,  bat 
are  ingeniously  stimulated  by  a  few,  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  particular  objects  \  as  long 
as  tne  Government  shall  be  administered  lQ>e- 
raUy  and  impartially,  as  long  as  the  prindple 
of  i^procal  demiBud  and  sopply  between  East 
and  Sontli  shall  remain  inviolate,  so  long  there 
can  exist  no  essential  distinct  interef  ^  between 
them ;  bnt  the  instant  boontiea  or  governmental 
preferencee  are  granted  to  occupation,  that  in- 
stant is  created  a  separate  end  £stinct  interest, 
not  wholly  between  East  and  South,  but  be- 
tween the  manufiuturer  and  the  cultivator  of 
the  soil.  There  will  still  exist  a  commanity  of 
agricultnral  intereete  thronghont  the  United 
States,  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  not  Ear  dis- 
tant, when  a  common  sympathy  will  be  felt  by 
the  whole  of  that  class  ot  the  conmiunit>y.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  the  motion  would  pr&- 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with,  and 
amended,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  It 
with  amendments  which  the  Eonse  immediatelv 
took  into  oonsideration  and  adopted.  The  bill 
was  then  further  amended  and  the  House  ad- 
journed, 

Thubsdat,    Febmary  0. 
Tha  Coi  Fi»hene*. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  fur  tlie  encouragement  of  the  Bank  and 
other  Ood  Fisheries,  and  for  the  regulation  and 
government  of  the  fishermen  employed  therein," 
together  with  the  amendments  thereto,  was 
read  the  third  time ;  and  the  qnestion  being  put 
that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

Tub.— Hunt.  Fiilier  Aims,  Rob«it  Banwt^  f^ 
bart  BaiiKHi,  Eliu  Bondinot,  SbBa^admb  Bonma, 
Beqjamin  Baume,  .Uiraham  Clark,  Jooatliui  Daytoo, 
ThiSnaa  Fitrtmon%  Bbrijge  Qeny,  Kiohrfa*  Gibnao, 
BaqjuniD  Goodhue^  Jsmea  Gordon,  Andrew  Gngg, 
Samuel  Griffin,  Thiunai  Eaiday,  James  HiUbooMt 
DaaitI  Hoger,  Jolui  W.  Eitteia,  Jdm  LaoraiKe, 
AmuB  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  SuDud  lirir- 
moie,  Jaaea  Hadiaon,  Frederiok  Ananrtni  HaUenbeig 
Natbanial  t^ei,  Connliiu  C  S4£ooemih?T,  Jere- 
miah Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Saama) 
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Del  Storrett,  Josatlun  Starga^  Peter  SjlraMer, 
George  Thatcbra,  Tluimu  Tredwell,  John  Vuing, 
Jeremieh  Wadnroith,  •od  Artema*  Wud. 

Nati. — Heun.  John  Beptiit  Adie,  Abnluun  Bald- 
win, JohD  Brown,  WiUum  B.  Gilei,  WiUiun  Bury 
Grove,  Duial  Heistar,  PtuL'p  Key,  Nathulel  Macon, 
John  Fiancu  Mercer,  Audrew  Hoore,  WiUUm  Tani 
Mnrre;,  Jobn  Pege,  Josiah  Peifcer,  Joihna  Seaej, 
JohD  Steele,  ThomM  Somler,  Thomu  Tndor  Tuck- 
er, AbnhuQ  Venable,  Aleiuider  White,  Hn^  WIl- 
liamion.  and  Fnncii  WUlu, 

Se*i>k«i,  That  the  title  of  tbe  Mud  l)ill  he, 
"An  BcC  coacerning  oert&in  flsheriM  of  the 
United  Stat«s,  and  fur  the  regnlatioa  and  gov- 
eminent  of  the  fishernieD  employed  therein." 

Mr.  LiUBiiiiOB  presented  a  petition  Tram  the 
tanners  and  curriers  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praring  relief  from  the  hard^ipg  they  labor 
nniler,  in  oonseqnence  of  tbe  exportation  of  tan- 
nera'  bark.    Referred  to  a  select  oommittee. 

WEDXtKttr,  Febmary  28. 
Indemnity  to  Qen.  Qrteait  EttaU. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  tlie 
HODse  do  oome  to  the  following  resolation : 

"WliereBi  the  Ute  Hi^jor  General  Nathuuel 
Qreeoe,  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thooMod  mv- 
en  huudnd  and  eightj-thive,  the  mon  effietnally 
to  procure  raliooi,  and  laf^Iiea  for  the  Soolhcrn 
Anny  of  the  Uiutad  States,  becanie  bound  at  iniety 
for  John  Banki  &  Company  to  tfercomen  &  Col- 
let, merchant!  in  Charleston,  for  tlie  payment  of 
eight  tboDiaad  >evea  hundred  and  forty-threa  poundi 
Gilun  BhilJlngi  and  liipence,  starling  money,  being 
tbe  eon^tion  of  said  bond : 

"  And  whereas,  on  the  fint  day  of  Hay,  otm  thou- 
land  seven  hnodred  and  eighty-eii,  the  balauoe  of 
'pal  and  interest  of  sud  bond,  t>eing  tben  eight 


thoiuand  ux  huidred  and  eighty-eight  pomida  lii  BfW''m,Bo.uanux,  Bourne,  Abraham  Cli^  W: 
dulling,  werling,  wa.  paid  lyS?  said  General  J"^*);.  Thomas  I, ta,moti»,  Wdham  B.  GM 
Qreenli  Thorefoie,  ™"  "S''"".  Benjamin   Goodhoe,   JamM   Go 


Greene  1  Therefon, 

"Siooivii,  That  the  United  States  shall  indemnify 
the  estate  of  the  said  General  Graene  for  the  loid 
•am  last  meationed,  and  the  interest  thereof:  Pro- 
vidid,  The  Executors  of  the  said  General  Greene 
shall  account  for  a  sum,  being  about  two  thousand 
pomids,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  received  of  John 
Feirie,  one  of  thepartners  of  (hesaid  Banks  &  Com- 
pany, to  be  in  part  of  the  iadenuuficatjon  aforesaid ; 
and  also  shall  make  aver,  for  the  nse  of  the  United 
Stales,  all  mortgages,  bonds,  covenants,  or  other 
countor-seouritiBs  whatsoever,  now  due,  which  were 
obtained  by  the  said  General  Greene  in  his  lifetime. 
tmn  the  said  Banks  Sc  Company  on  account  of  his 
being  sure^  for  them  as  aforesaid,  to  be  sued  for  in 
tlie  name  of  the  said  execaton,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  resolation  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Oommittee  of  the  whole  Hnnae  imme- 
^inlely. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  tbe  said  reso- 
lution; and,  after  some  time  spent  tlierein,  the 
committee  rose,  reported  progroea,  and  obtuned 
leave  to  ait  ^^n. 


SaTUBDar,  Uardi  10. 
Coarteriet  to  f^anee. 

On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  thit  lit 
HoDse  do  come  to  the  following  resolntjon: 

"Snolvti,  That  this  Hoow  bath  received,  nlk 
senlimeDti  of  high  satistaodon,  the  notificatian  ofltt 
Klngof  the  French,  ofhis  acceptance  of  Ike  imn. 
tDtdon  presented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  Nsdoi; 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stsia  h 
requested,  io  hit  answer  (o  the  slid  notifiofion,  B 
express  the  tineera  participation  of  the  Houtt  is  it 
inter;  sti  of  the  French  Nation,  on  this  gniat  and  io- 
portant  event ;  and  their  wish  that  the  wiakm  tA 
magnanimity  diiplayed  in  the  fonoatjon  and  taxfr 
aucB  of  the  ooDStiRition,  may  t>e  rewarded  b^  it 
most  perfect  attainment  of  its  olgect,  the  peratiari 
happinest  of  to  great  a  pe(f  le.* 

It  was  moved  and  aeoooded  that  tite  nid  mo- 
tion be  conuiiitt«d.  And  on  tbe  queetiuc  fbt 
oommibnent,  it  passed  io  the  ne^tiT»— jw 


IT,  1 


«?!' 


And  tlieu  debate  arising  on  the  sud  matko, 
a  division  thereof  was  colled  for.     'Wherespoi^ 

The  qneatioD  being  pnt,  that  the  Uoondo 
agree  to  the  Srst  part  of  the  aaid  motion,  in  tb 
words  following: 

"RttUttd,  That  this  Home  has  received,  wiAw- 
timentt  of  high  satisfactian,  the  notificaliiK  tl  ds 
lUng  of  tbe  French,  of  his  acc^tsnoe  of  tbe  oMi)- 
tution  preiented  to  him  iu  the  name  of  the  Katioi; 
And  that  the  President  of  th»  United  SlatM  ba  n- 
quested,  In  his  aniwer  to  the  said  notifimtiSii,  an- 
press  the  sincere  participstian  of  the  House  in  ^ 
interests  of  the  French  Kation,  on  this  great  sod  in- 
portant  event : 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— jMiM. 
nays  2,  as  follows; 

Ykas.— Fisher  Amei,  John  Baptist  Aibe,  Abnla" 
Baldwin,  Benlamin  Bourne,  Abraham  ClaA,  *511i» 
a.NiA- 


Gorda, 
Andrew  Gregg,  Thomat  Hartley',  Dmiel  BaBOi 
James  HiUhouse,  Israel  Jacobs,  Philip  Kcj,  AW" 
Kitchell,  John  W.  Kittera,  John  liorance,  Aiiis» 
Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Samnel  livennoie,  N>- 
thaniel  Macon,  James  Madisoa,  John  Fraoci)  M^'^i 
William  Vans  Hnrray,  Nathanid  Niles,  Ji^  P^ 
Cornelias  C.  Schoonmaker,  Theodore  Sedrvvd^  <!•- 
shna  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smiu.  Willis> 
Smith,  John  Steele,  3arai>elSten«tt,JoBathaaSoiiS<a 
Thomas  Snmter,  George  Thatcher,  TbomiiTredvA 
Thomas  Tudor  Tucker.  Abraham  Venable,  Jolm  Vi>- 
ing,  Jeremiah  Wadiworth,  Artemas  Ward,  i^"! 
Wayne,  Alexander  White,  Hugh  WBliamsOB,  •» 
Francis    WillU 

Navs.— Robert  Barnwell  and  Egbert  Bessoi. 

On  the  question,  that  the  Hoose  do  <^ J^ 
tbe  second  part  of  the  said  motion,  in  tbe  w™ 
folio  wing : 

"  And  thur  wiih  that  the  wisdom  and  "E"*^ 
oimity  displayed  in  the  (bnoatioD  and  aecepuoi'' 
^e  coustitntian ,  msy  be  reirarded  by  tke  taaH.  peiw< 
attainment  of  its  olffect,  the  permanent  bappiiw''  ' 
to  great  a  people  : 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affiruative— jeu  >^ 

OTd«r«d,  That  Mr.  Tnan^  Mr.  MadW* 


Goo^^lc 
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ICr.  MuoBK,  ICr.  YtinHS,  ud  Hr.  Pass,  be  ap- 
pointed «  oommittee  to  wait  on  Oio  Preddent 
cf  tlie  United  Bt«t«s,  with  the  said  rMolntton. 

S^TFBDAT,  Uaroli  24. 

'Hie  Hotue  naolTed  itielf  into  a  Oommittoe 
(^the  whole  Hooae  on  the  bill  sent  from  the 
Senate,  entitled,  "An act  establishing  a  Hint, 
md  resnlating  the  ooiae  of  the  United  States." 
The  Mowing  amendment  being  nnder  conaide- 
lation,  vi«: 

"  In  tba  tsnth  *Belloii,  rtrike  oat  the  mtdi,  '  Or 
nrandHini  of  Ae  luad  of  Hit  Fntidait  af  tlu  Uiut- 
dSMa  pr  Ike  Hm*  itaig,  mA  on  tnttrripliim,  vAiol 
Jail  i^na  An  nuKoI  or  jM  hOtr  of  Ui  CAriniim  or 
Jramm,mdlutMimiamaellaigA,a«mieetmimqfa» 
fHiUsKf  lattncaUti,'  uid,  in  lien  thenoT,  ioMTt, 
'  EmbltrnMio  oT  liberty, '  with  an  inaoription  of  th* 

Vttll  IjUFll't." 

ICr.  P&as,  in  support  of  this  motion  kAA^  that 
it  had  been  a  practice  in  monarohiea  to  exhibit 
the  flgnres  or  heads  of  their  liings  npon  their 
emiu,  Mther  to  hand  down,  in  the  ignorant  agn 
in  which  this  praotioe  was  introduced,  a  Icuid 
rf  chronologiod  account  of  tbeir  kinga,  or  to 
^w  to  wham  the  coin  belonged.  We  hsra  all 
read,  that  the  Jews  p^d  tribnte  to  the  Bomana, 
b;  means  of  a  coin  on  which  wa»  the  head  of 
fteir  Osear.  Now  aa  we  have  no  oooBSioa  for 
thii  «d  to  historTi  nor  anj  pretence  to  coll  the 
■noDej  of  the  United  Btatea  the  money  of  our 
Pnndenta,  tbare  can  be  no  sort  of  neceseitT  for 
adopting  the  idea  of  the  Senate.  I  seoond  the 
motioti,  therefore,  for  the  amendment  proposed ; 
ud  the  tooro  readily  beeaoae  I  am  cerUun  it 
will  be  more  agreeaole  to  the  citisena  of  the 
UiiiCed  Blatea,  to  aee  the  head  of  Liberty  on 
thric  ooin,  than  the  ht^da  of  Preaidenta.  How- 
•wwell  pleated  they  might  be  with  the  head 
rf  the  peat  man  noir  thor  Freaident,  they  may 
MTc  DO  great  reuon  to  be  pleased  with  some  of 
*i>  niiaesaorB ;  as  to  him,  Uiey  have  his  btuts, 
wnirtnrea  evort  where;  historiana  are  d«W 
^^*^watiDg  hia  iame,  and  Oongreaa  have  voted 
liiin  a  monimienb  A  fnrther  compliment  they 
DMd  not  paf  him,  especially  whoi  it  may  he 
Mid,  thst  DO  Repnblio  has  paid  anoh  a  oompli' 
nnt  to  its  Chief  Magistrate ;  and  when  in- 
"*d  it  wonld  bo  viewed  by  the  world  as  a 
'^'^  "f  royalty  on  onr  coins ;  would  wonnd 
w  Mimp  <^  many  frienda,  and  gratify  onr 

Ur.  WnJUMBON  aeooaded  the  motion  also, 
Ud  iffinned  that  the  Bomana  did  not  pnt  the 
■■di  of  their  Oonanla  on  ^eir  money ;  that 
Jdiu  Cnar  wished  to  have  hia  on  iho  Eoman 
2^  Iwt  only  ventnred  to  oanee  the  figure  of  an 
•"I«»nt  to  be  impreesed  thereon ;  thalhyapon 
j  ^uuCanbagimanDameof  that  animal,  which 
I  awoded  like  the  name  of  Cawar,  he  might  be 
■«  to  b«  on  the  coin.  He  thooght  tie  amend- 
mot  coMialent  with  Repablioanprindplee,  and 
i  "WW*"*  Improved  of  iL 

Mi.  Inxntou  ridioalad,  with  an  UDOommoa 


degree  of  hnmor,  the  idea  that  it  could  be  of 
any  oonsequeaca  to  the  United  States  whether 
the  bead  of  Liberty  were  on  their  coins  or  not; 
the  Preddent  was  a  very  good  emblem  of  Lib- 
erty; bntwhat  an  emblematical  figure  might 
be,  he  could  not  tell.  A  ghost  had  been  said  to 
be  in  the  ahape  of  the  sound  of  a  dram,  and  so 
migbt  Liberty  for  anght  ha  knew  ;  bnt  how  the 
Preudent'a  head  being  on  oar  coins  oonld  affect 
the  liberty  of  the  people,  was  incomprehenaible 
to  him.    He  hoped,  therefore^  that  uie  amend- 


lent  wonld  be  fleeted. 
Hr.  SiUTH,  of  Booth  C 


Oan^na,  agreed  with 
Mr.  LiTXBiioBX  in  opinion;  adding,  that  the 
Prerident  representing  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  mi^t  with  great  propriety  represent 
them  on  their  ooins.  He  denied  that  Republics 
did  not  place  the  images  of  their  Chief  MSgi»- 
trates  on  their  ooina;  and  said,  he  was  snrpriaed 
that  a  meml>er  who  so  much  admired  the 
EVench  and  their  new  conatitntion,  abonld  be 
so  averse  to  a  practice  the;  have  established; 
the  head  of  their  King  is  by  their  oonslitntiDn 
— *  npon  their  money.  Besides,  it  was  etrange 
1  for  a  drcamstanoe  go  trivial  we  shoiud 
lose  time  in  debating,  and  risk  the  loss  of  an 
important  bill. 

The  said  amendment  waa  agun  read,  and  a 
division  of  the  qnestion  thereon  called  for: 
Whereapon, 

The  qneation  being  taken,  that  the  Hodm  do 
agree  to  the  first  part  of  the  said  amendment, 
for  striking  ont  tne  words  "  or  representation 
of  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  with  an  inscription, 
which  dull  eipreea  the  initial  or  fint  letter  of 
hia  Ohiiatian  or  first  name,  and  his  snmame  at 
length,  the  sncoession  of  the  Presidency  mimeri- 
oally:"— it  waa  resolved  in  the  a~ 
yeas  26,  nays  2: 


amendment,  for  inserting,  in  lien  of  the  words 
Btrioken ont,  the  words,  "Emblematic  of  libaty, 
with  an  inscription  of  the  word  Liberty : " — it 
waa  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeaa  42,  nays  S. 

HoNDAT,  March  26. 
MtablUhmtnt  t^fa  Mint 

A  mesBsge  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment prt^Mised  by  thie  Hoose  to  the  bill  eo- 
Htled  "  An  act  establishing  a  Hint,  wd  rt^olat- 
ing  the  ama  of  the  United  States;"  and  agree 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  tms  Honae  to 
the  bill  entitied  "  An  act  supplemental  to  the 
act  for  mating  ftirther  and  more  effectoal  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  fronlieis  of  the 
United  SUtei." 

It  was  moved  that  the  Eonse  shonld  recede 
from  thdr  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  establishing  a  Hint,  and  retaliating  the  ooina 
of  the  United  Sutw." 

Ur.  LivxRiiOBX  supported  the  motion.  He 
■aid,  he  did  not  oonoeive  it  posnble  that  and 


I,- 
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friend  to  the  Preeident  of  the  United  State*, 
the  Chief  Uagistrat*,  that  great  and  good  moo, 
would  hsve  rdtaied  to  p»y  every  tribute  of  re- 
^•eot  which  WM  jnitlj  dne  to  Um.  We  have 
now  a  fiiTonU«  i^portimitjr  of  oomplimeoting 
him,  witboDt  any  ihadow  of  flattmy,  and  with- 
ont  anj  ezpuue.  But,  instead  of  this,  what  ia 
woiKwedt  An  emblematioal  flgnre  of  Ubertj. 
Bnt  what  is  this  llber^  which  iome  i^mar  to 
be  so  fond  oft  He  had  no  idea  of  laoh  liliertj 
aa  4>pean  to  Miaseea  the  minds  of  some  gentle- 
men. It  is  little  better  than  the  liimtj  of 
•ava^ea — a  relinqnishment  of  all  law  that  oon- 
tradiete  or  thwu^  thur  passions  or  deurea. 
His  idea  of  liberty  wm  that  whicl)  arose  from 
law  and  jaadoe,  which  seoared  every  man  in 
his  proper  and  social  rights.  Some  Kentlemen 
may  think  a  bear  broke  loose  from  bis  chain  a 
fit  emblem  o(  liberty ;  others  may  devise  a 
different  emblem ;  bat  he  oonld  not  oono^ve 
that  any  of  them  wonld  be  applicable  to  the 
^tnation  of  the  United  Sutce,  which  JasUy 
boasted  of  being  always  fi^e.  If  any  idea  of  an 
emblem  ia  neoeesarj,  he  thoa^t  it  might  be 

3^1ied  to  the  head  of  the  Preddent  of  the 
nited  States.  The  present  oocaaion  affords 
the  beet  opportnnitv  of  doing  honor  to  the 
man  we  love :  instead  of  which,  we  offer  bim 
an  afflvnt.  He  eonld  not  reconcile  this  oon- 
dnet  to  prooriety  or  oonsiatenoy ;  for,  while 
it  is  proposea  to  raise  a  monument  to  tlie  mem- 
ory of  the  President,  whioh  will  cost  fifty 
thoQsand  gnlneas,  a  propodtion  to  honor  bbn 
tn  a  more  effeotoal  manner,  and  in  a  way  which 
will  be  laticEaotm?  to  the  people,  without  any 
'  ezpenM,  and  with  perfect  seoority  to  their 
UberUes,  is  objected  to.  He  hoped  the  Honse 
wonld  reeede. 

Ur.  IfKRon  replied  to  Hr.  Iivsbitobi  with 
some  degree  of  asperity.  He  obeerved  that 
there  was  a  mle  in  the  British  Honse  of  Oom- 
mons  that  the  name  of  the  Ki^  shonld  never 
be  mentioned  in  any  debate.  £  thoo^t  some 
snoh  rule  might  be  introdaoed  with  advantage 
into  this  Hooee.  In  the  oonrse  of  his  remarks, 
to  show  that  the  oircnmstonoe  of  having  the 
Preudent's  head  stamped  on  the  coin  oonld  not 
be  Justly  considered  as  doing  him  an  honor,  he 
said,  that  pereona  of  no  better  character  than  a 
Nero,  a  Ooligulo,  or  a  Heliogabalns,  may  e^joy 
ft  as  well  as  a  Tr^an.  to. 

Vr.  Bamr  animadverted  with  severity  on 
the  remarks  offered  by  Kr.  Liveshobi,  and  on 
the  ooDdnct  of  the  Senate ;  particularly  in  re- 
toming  tbe  bill  with  a  negative  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Honse,  within  a  period  that  left 
them  no  time  to  deliberate  on  the  reoaone 
which  might  have  influenced  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Giues  opposed  the  motion  for  receding. 
He  adverted  to  the  ideas  which  are  oonoected 
with  the  subject  in  European  oonntries.  Tbe 
President's  head  will  not  designate  the  Gov- 
ernment There  is  to  be  but  one  head;  bnt 
does  not  onr  Oovemment  coBaiat  of  three  parts! 
Is  there  any  other  head  proposed  to  be  on  the 
coin  bnt  the  PTendenfs  t    He  said  this  drenm- 1 


stance  was  of  a  piece  with  the  first  aot  of  tl« 
SenaU.  It  had  a  near  alBnity  to  titiss,  tLst 
darling  child  of  the  Senate,  which  has  bsenpst 
to  nurse,  with  an  intention  that  it  shall  tit 
annonnced  at  some  fdtore  period  in  doe  fonn. 

Ur.  BmoK  said,  he  snppaeed  be  should  U 
extremely  disorderW  were  be  to  mentioa  tlw 
motive*  wbkh  intineooed  tbe  Senate  in  tliar 
diacuHiMia.  He  knew  not  what  they  were,  iff 
was  it  of  importanee  that  be  ahonld.  Be  tba 
observed,  that  pUn  pieoea  of  metsl  will  nti 
answer  for  mone^ ;  some  Impremw  is  ho» 
sary  to  guard  agamst  omuterf^ta.  Tbe  SessM 
have  determlDed  what  tbe  device  liiall  be;  ba 
the  Honse.  by  their  amendment,  have  Irft  the 
matter  entirely  to  the  Jodgment  of  the  vti^ 
who  m»  form  sneh  an  emblem  as  snita  Im 
fimcy.  Mr.  B.  ridionled  the  idea  of  the  oK^i 
being  enslaved  by  their  Prevdenta,  ana  mnek 
lees  by  his  image  on  their  eoin. 

Mr.  Pasb  replied  that  he  was  sony  to  Sod 
that  some  gentlemen  endeavored  to  lidink 
BepnbUoas  eantiona.  £[e  thouht  it  Mi  i>- 
delioate  and  inooneiBtent  with  thdr  ritnilM 
as  well  as  higtdy  impoHtJc  He  eenfsssad  tli^ 
as  long  as  tbe  people  were  eensible  of  tb«  Us- 
ing* of  liberty,  and  bad  their  eyes  opm  W 
watch  encroachments,  they  wonld  net  M  «- 
slaved;  bnt  if  they  shonid  ever  shut  tbm,* 
become  inattentive  to  their  interests  sad  the 
tme  principles  of  a  free  government,  th«y,  St( 
other  natioiu,  might  lose  their  UbertlcB;  ^ 
it  was  the  doty  of  the  membere  of  tbst  H(^ 
to  keep  the  eyee  ol  their  oonstitnents  open,  i" 
to  watch  over  their  liberties.  It  wss  theiwj 
unbeoomlng  a  member  to  treat  with  levity  on 
to  ridioale  any  sentiment  which  had  that  <^ 
denoy.  For  his  part,  he  thon^t  it  th*  p«* 
bar  duty  of  tbe  Repreeentatire  of  a  free  pwp" 
to  put  them  npon  their  guard  against  any  ttiif 


of  the  danger,  not  merely  of  imitating  the  B''- 
tery  and  almost  idolatroos  praotios  of  K"^' 
archies  with  reqiect  to  the  honor  paid  to  tl« 
Kings,  by  impreenng  theie  imag«e  sod  n»wj 
on  their  oidns,  hot  he  wished  to  add  at »" 
incentives  as  posmble  to  competitors  tet  tH 
Preeident's  place.  He  warned  his  w?"*? 
ag^nst  the  cabals,  the  oormption,  and  »niiw*  : 
itiee,  which  might  be  excited  by  the  intng* 
of  ambitions  men,  animated  with  the  hope  a 
handing  their  names  down  to  the  l*t»t  Wjf 
the  medals  of  their  country.  But  this  in** 
criminate  honor  is  unworthy  of  the  Preod^ 
acceptance,  A  Nero,  a  O^ignla,  a  Ho!iog«* 
lus,  it  has  been  observed,  (by  Mr.  lto<»J 
may  enjoy  it  as  well  as  a  Tr^an.  To  applJ^ 
to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  alona,  i^ 
he  lees  exoeptionable.  But  this  would  be  am 
Improper ;  for,  if  he  shonid  paw  sn  act  tor  «* 
pnrpoee,  it  might  blast  his  repntalion.  I  "^ 
opinion  that  the  Senate  know  hi*  "^SSi 
wonld  not  permit  him  to  pass  snob  a  "DO.  Jl"^ 
have  therefore  extended  the  '»inp''™*|l!; 
all  his  anooessors.    We  are  under  obiig»w" 
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to  the  sreAt  Dum  now  oiir  Preodent ;  but  a 
kiTer  <n  liberty  and  fHend  to  the  rights  of 
nun  would  bo  cantions  how  he  showed  his 
)  of  tbot  obligation.    As  a  friend  to  the 


_, , „_t  damn  hiB  r^Q- 

lation.  Tere  I  in  bia  plaoa,  I  wonld  oat  off 
my  haitd  ruber  than  it  ahotdd  rign  the  act  as 
It  now  Btandt.  'Were  I  bla  greatciBt  enemy,  I 
■honld  wish  him  to  pass  it  ai  it  was  paaeed  by 
the  Senate.  Sir,  I  am  aa  much  his  friend  as 
the  member  from  Kew  Humpehire,  and  hare 
shown,  at  proper  times  aad  places,  that  I  was 
(0. 1  am  too  senaible  of  the  honor  onr  Preddent 
hu  aequred  to  snppoee  that  an  nnbecoming 
<XHQ[diinent  can  in  any  degree  contribnte  to  its 
inoreue,  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amendment 
which  the  Honse  has  made  will  not  bo  receded 

The  qoestioD  bdng  now  pat,  that  this  Hoose 
doth  recede  fi-om  the  ttii  amendment,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  24,  naya  8S,  as  foUowe : 

Tus.— Fulmr  Amei,  Bobeit  Bunv«11,  Efbert  B«o- 
KD,  EHm  Bon^uot,  Shea^uhnb  Bonnie,  Beajuuin 
Bninie,  Thomia  Fituimoni,  Elbndjin  Oertj,  SUcbo- 
ki  GOman,  Botguain  OooJbns,  XhomH  Hutlef, 
Juan  Hillhoaie,  Duuel  finger,  larael  Jacoba,  Jolui 
W.  ffittnn,  4"**^*  Leimed,  Sunoel  IJvecmaTe, 
HkoJoiv  SBdgwick,Wi)liun  Smith,  Joiwtliaa  StiiigB% 
Fetd  S^Tuter,  George  Thatcher,  Jeremiah  W*d*- 
vaMh,  tod  Artemai  Wud. 

Nats. — John  Btplut  Aihe,  AbnJiwii  Baldwin, 
JcQm  Brown,  Abnhun  Clarlc,  William  B,  Giles, 
Juwa  Gcrioo,  Aodraw  G"8B»  Samnal  Oriffln,  WU- 
liun  Barrj  Gnnre,  Daniel  H^iter,  Philip  Key,  Aaion 
Eitebdl,  RichardBland  I^e,  Nathaniel  Hacon,  Jamw 
lladino,  John  Fcaadi  Harcer,  Andrew  Ifoore,  Wil- 
ha  Yani  Hnmay,  K»tb«nlel  Nilet,  John  Page,  Jo- 
iUi  Pu^o',  Joelnu  Seney,  Jeianilah  Smith,  Israel 
Sioitl^  John  Steele,  Thomaa  Siuntw,  Thonai  TVed- 
vdl,  Tbomai  Tudor  Tneker,  Abnbam  Ycnsble, 
lolmTmiiig,  Atexaader  White,  and  Hi^  mBIam- 

Bitthed,  That  this  Honae  doth  adhere  to  the 
Mid  uaendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  Honse  do  ao- 
qntint  the  Senate  themwith, 

TmsDAT,  Uaroh  ST. 
A  mesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Bouse  that  tlie  Senate  recede  from  their  dia- 
Weement  to  the  amendment  adhered  to  by 
ttiii  Honse  to  the  bill  entitled  "  An  aot  eetab- 
iMhlng  a  ICnt,  and  regnlating  the  ooini  of  the 
Tnlted  States." 

WxDirasDAT,  April  4. 
GcMToZ  }r<ttAaiiia  Grmu. 
The  HoBse  prooeaded  to  oonsider  the  reaolo- 
tim  reported  from  the  Oonunittee  of  the  whde 
Boose  tm  the  Mth  ot  Febmary  last,  to  Indem- 
>ify  the  est«l*  of  the  late  Qeneral  Nathaniel 
Gftene  for  a  oertun  anre^ship  entered  into  by 
the  said  Nathaniel  Oreeoe,  in  hJs  lifetime,  on 
the  pablie  behalt  ITfaerenpon,  the  sud  reaoln- 
tin  bting  read  at  the  01erk>t  taUe,  m  follows : 


Army  at  the  United  States,  l 
-    fbi  John  Banks  *  Co,  to  Newoosnen  &  CoOet, 
mts  In  ChaitetoD,  Ifac  &e  payiaent  of  £8,HS 
U(.  6<L,  iteiling  moo^,  being  the  conditiMi  of  the 


— .-  of  pindpal  aodinterett  of , „ 

£8,608  9^  (terling^  was  paid  by  the  said  Oensral 
Qrsene.    Tharerore, 

"  Saelved,  That  the  United  State*  ihaU  iDdemniiy 
theeatateof  theiaid  General  Greeaefbr  the  nudsnm 
laet  mendoned,  and  Che  lalereat  theieol^  or  for  sod) 
■am  aa,  npon  doe  innetigation  by  llu  offlcen  of 
the  Tteaniy  of  the  transactiaiu  between  John  Banks 
A  Co.,  with  Heuri.  Newcomen  A  Collet,  in  wfaldl 
Groneral  Greene  waa  nmiritf  for  aaid  Bu^  &  Co., 
it  ahslt  ^ipeai  that  ueitfaar  General  Greene  nor 
his  eiecntonahallluiTeieceiTedany  payment  or  oom- 
pensation  for :  PnaiJei,  Tbt  executon  (tf  the  aaid 
General  Greene  ahaU  acconat  for  a  mn  being  aboni 
£2,000^  be  theMme  more  or  leu,i«ooTeTedbyJ<dm 
Fetiie^  one  of  the  pertnen  of  the  nld  John  Bank*  & 
Co.,  to  be  In  part  of  the  iDdemnlfioatlaa  aibieiaid ; 
and  alio  ihall  malce  orer  (br  the  n«e  of  Uw  United 
StUea,  all  mortnga^  boodi,  oorenanta,  or  other  coon- 
ter-eecnritiea  whaUoeTor.  now  doe,  which  ware  ob- 
tained by  the  lald  Qeoeral  Gieene,  In  hie  lUetime, 
from  the  laid  Banki  A  Co.,  on  aooomit  ofhli  being 
mrety  for  lliem  as  aforeoud,  to  be  mod  for  Id  Ae 
name  of  the  lald  eieoaton,  for  the  nee  of  the  United 
Statea." 

The  prevloiu  qneetion  thereon  was  called  fbr 
by  five  members,  to  wit :  "  Shall  the  main  qne»- 
tion,  to  agree  to  the  said  reeolntion,  be  now 
put  f "  ibid  on  the  previous  qneeUon,  "  Shall 
the  main  qneetion  t«  now  pnt  t "  it  was  resolved 
in  the  afflrmativo.  And  then  the  main.  qne»> 
tioSj  "  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  res- 
olution t "  being  put,  it  WHS  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  20,  nays  36,  as  follows ; 

Tus.— Tlalwr  Ameii,  Abiaham  Baldwin,  Bobeit 
Barnwell,  Egbert  Beneon,  Sheaijuhob  Bonme,  Beop-' 
i»nin  Bonme,  Wniiam  Findlay,  Thomas  Fltsamoni, 
tibridge  Geti7,Andrew  Gt^j^Thomas  Hartley,  Da^ 
hi  Heistar,  PhQIp  Eer,  John  W.  Utteia,  JohnLao- 
nooa,  Amaaa  Learns^  Blchard  Blanl  Lee,  Samoel 
Livermoie,  F^edaiiA  Angnstns  HnhlanbeTg.  WDUaB 
Vaitf  Hurray,  John  Page,  ThoodioeSedgwiok.Uptea 
Sfaeridme,  WOUam  BtaSb,  Samuel  Sterrat^  George 
Thatcbn',  John  Vlnli^  Jeremiah  Wndswordi,  and 
FnndaWniU 

IfiTt. — John  BaptirtAshe,  Elias  Bon^no^  Jaba 
Brawn,  Abraham  Clsik,  ^lUhua  B.  Gile*^  Nlchola* 
Gihnaii,  Baifianio  Qoodhna,  James  Gordon,  VIDUm 
Bany  Gidtc^  Jamas  BlOhansa,  Israd  Jaooba,  Aaron 
Kitchen,  Nathaniel  Hacon,  Andrew  Hoore,  Nathaniel 
Nilaa,  Joahoa  Seney,  Jeremiah  Smith,  laW  SniA, 
John  Steele,  Jonathan  Stutges,  Thomas  Snmter,  Pe- 
ter SylTBster,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Artemas  Ward,  Alez- 
andar  White,  and  Hogh  WUlismsoa. 

Orderti,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in 
pnraoant  to  the  said  resolution,  and  that  Xr. 
LivxBifonK,  Ur.  Pj.oil  and  Ur.  Buorwsu.,  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 
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Tkubsdat,  April  8. 
Apportionment  BiU. 
A  m«8si^  was  received  from  the  PreddeDt 
of  the  United  Sutee  returning  to  tbe  Doase  the 
bill  passed  by  tbe  two  Hoosee  entitled  "  An  aot 
(or  an  Apportionment  of  ReprMent&tivea  among 
the  sevOTol  Stat«9  ocoording  to  the  first  Ennms- 
ration,"  aud  presented  to  the  Prondeot  for  his 
approbation  on  Monday,  the  96th  of  March ;  to 
wbioh  bill  the  President  baTing  made  objections, 
the  said  objections  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  entered  tt  large  on  tbe  Jonmal,  as  follows: 

"  Uximi  SrATn,  April  S,  1T92, 
(TmfJmm  ^Iha  Hunt  of  RtpntaUatutt ; 

*'  I  hare  mmtoraly  c<»i£d«nd  tha  id  ptim]  bj  the 
two  HotUM  eotitled  'An  act  Tor  bd  AffKntEomnsirt  of 
BaprsMntatiTai  unong  the  Krenl  State*,  aocording 
to  the  fint  Enomgntiori ; '  and  I  letarn  it  to  joor 
Honu,  whonin  it  origlDatad,  with  the  following  ob- 

"  Fini.  Ths  canttitntioD  bu  prsKiibed  that  R«p- 
mMntatiTU  ihall  be  appottioDea  amc^  the  nieral 
StatN  aooordhig  to  their  re>pactiv«  numbers ;  aud 
there  ii  no  one  proportiDn  or  diriior  which,  applied 
to  the  nqtecfiTe  nmnben  of  the  State*,  will  jlelil  the 
nnniber  ai>d  allotment  of  RepreeentktiTea  propoaed  br 
tbebilL 

"  Seoond.  The  oonatitatlon  hai  alio  pnnided  tb^t 
the  nomber  of  RepreaentBtiTei  ihall  DM  exceed  one 
for  eTery  Ihir^  thonund ;  wbicb  reitriction  le,  b; 
the  oonteit,  and  bj  fair  and  obrlDni  constniclloD,  to 
be  applied  to  the  eepaiate  and  tetpeotiTe  aomben  of 
the  State*;  and  the  bill  hai  allotted  to  ught  <rf  the 
State*  mon  Sua  one  for  tytrj  thii^  thouand. 
"  G,  WASHINGTON." 

Btttlttd^  "Hutt  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  tite 
raooasidentjon  of  the  said  bill,  in  the  mode  pre- 
■oribed  by  the  Oonstitntitm  of  the  United  States. 

Fbid&t,  April  0. 
AppwUonment  BiU. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  reconndur  die  blU 
passed  by  the  two  Houses  entitled  "  An  aot  for 
■n  Apportionment  of  BepreaentwtiTes  among 
the  seTeral  States,  aoeca^ing  to  the  first  Enn- 
meration,"  which  was  preeenled  for  approbation 
on  Monday,  the  26th  of  March,  and  retnmed 
by  the  President  yesterday,  with  objeotiona. 

The  said  bill  was  reed,  and  is  as  f^lows: 
"An    act  for   an  A]W>h]tmeiit  of  RepreeentatiTe* 

amcmg  the  leToral  State*,  aooon^i^  to  the  firit 

" BaUaiaeltdit  OuBmaUinid Bouutf  Btprotn 
tatuia  1^  U*  UtHt»i  Btottt  if  Amerim  w  Congnu 
tmimbltd,  Tbi*,  from  and  after  flie  Sddayof  Maroh, 


threes  the  Hon**  of  KepreaentatiTee  Aall  be  oonpoied 
of  one  hnndrad  and  twen^  tnemben,  elected  Mthio 
tbe  eereral  Statea,  aeoording  to  the  MIowtng  anMir- 
tiauneot,  that  ii  to  uy:  Within  ths  Stale  of  Hew 
Hampehire,  fire ;  wktiin  the  Slate  ef  UatMofawett*, 
Mxteen;  withio  the  State  of  Venncot,  thrae ;  within 
the  State  of  Rhode  leland,  two  ;  within  tbe  State  of 
Cooneclietit,  eight )  witbiD  tbe  State  of  New  Yoik, 
elavcB ;  within  the  State  of  New  Jeraey,  uz ;  within 


tbe  State  of  PeoD^jlTevh,  fourteen;  withio  the StaM 
of  DeUv*re^  two ;  witbb  the  State  of  Maryla^ 
nine ;  within  tbe  Slate  of  Tbf^nia,  tweoty-eat ; 
within  die  State  of  Kentucky,  two ;  wilhio  the  Sttt 
of  North  Carolioa,  twelre  ;  within  the  State  ctf  SooA 
CaniliBa,  mtan ;  and  within  Hm  State  of  Geogi^ 

tWOL 

"JONATHAN  TBUKBULL, 
"  artakm-  of  tit  fiwM  of  JUpntmHatimu. 
"JOHN  ADAMS, 
'    "  Vim  Fntidml  U.  S.amd  Frtiiimt  if  jSaaafa* 

The  Preeident'e  objections  were  al»o  raadj 
and,  after  debate  on  the  subject-matter  of  thi 
said  bill,  the  question  "  That  the  Hoose,  on  n- 
consideration,  do  agree  to  pass  the  bili,"  wai 
det«niiined  in  the  mode  prescribed  bj  the  Cnt- 
stituUon  of  the  United  States,  and  passed  in  tfas 
negative — yeas  28,  nays  88,  as  follows : 

Yua. — Fiitisr  AmM,  Egbert  Beiuoo,  Hii  aiJeJia^ 
Bonnw,  Beojunia  Bourne,  Abraham  Clark,  Tbomu 
ntnimoiu,  Elbridga  Geny,  Niohola*  Gilman,  Beqja- 
min  Goodbne,  Jamea  Gordon,  Thomai  Hartley,  Ind 
Jaeobi,  Alton  KitcheU,  John  W.  Kictera,  John  Laa- 
ranee,  Amasa  Learned,  Stunael  Lirerinora,  NathaaU 
Nile*,  Comeliut  C.  Scbooniaaker,  Theodore  Sedgwitk, 
JeieniUh  Smith,  Imel  Smi&,  John  Steele,  Georp 
Thatcher,  Thoma*  Tiedwell,  John  Tlning,  JemmU 
Wadiworth,  and  Artsmaa  Ward. 

Nat*. — ilobn  Baptiit  Aihe,  Afaiabkm  Baldwii^  Bo- 
bert  BamweB,  John  Brawn,  William  Findlay,  WUEia 
B.  Gik*,  Andrew  Gren,  Samnel  Griffin,  Wm.  Butt 
Giove,  Daniel  Haliter,  Jame*  Hillhoiue,  Daniel  Ea- 
ger, Philip  Key,  Rkdtiid  Bland  Lee,  Nathaniel  Hsaa, 
June*  MadtaoD,  John  Fraueia  Heroer,  Andrew  Moon, 
Frederick  Angnrtoi  Hnhlenberg,  William  Van*  Msr- 
ray,  John  Page,  Jotlah  PaAer,  Joahna  Senn-,  UpKa 
Sheridine,  WJliun  Smith,  Samnel  Slenett,  JonUxa 
Stnrgea,  Thoma*  Somter,  Thome*  Tndor  Tofbr. 
Abiabam  Tenable,  Alaiander  White,  Hn^WiUiiBh 
■on,  and  Fnmci*  wmia. 

And  BO  tbe  bill  woi  r^eoted,  two-tbirds  d 
the  Honse  not  agreeing  to  pass  the  Ba|ne> 

MoNDAT,  April  9. 
AppoTtionment  BiU. 

The  Honse  resolred  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  EoOM  on  the  bill  fbr  an  Apportitn- 
ment  of  Sepreaant^Tes  among  the  several 
States,  according  to  the  first  Ennmeration ;  at 
the  ratio  of  one  for  ereij thonasnd  per- 
sons, in  tbe  respective  States. 

Mr.  QtLU  observed,  that,  although  this  sob- 
Jeot  has  been  heretofore  thoroughly  ducnned, 
and  the  minds  of  gentlemen  probably  fatigued 
with  the  disonsmoD,  yet  he  could  not  help  tres- 
pasung  upon  the  patience  of  ^e  committer  br 
mentioning  some  of  the  principal  rewona  wbioli 
would  infiuenoe  his  vote  a^^lDBt  the  motioii, 
and  in  fiivor  of  that  ratio  which  will  dbrd  tiM 
greatest  number  of  Bepretentativeg  autboriied 
by  the  oonstitntion.'  He  was  induced  to  do  this 
from  an  opinion  that  in  the  nnul  Mxina  ei 
things,  argnmaots  will  have  an  effwt  npon  tbe 
public  mind  in  some  measore  prt^ortiooed  to 
their  own  solidity,  and  tbe  pnri^  of  tbe  mo- 
tivet  which  actuate  thrai.    TW  um  oompoond 
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of  thGM  qiulities  fom)  a  aonunoa  eUndard,  hj 
which  hU  Brgamenta  would  and  ought  to  be 
meunred  hj  the  great  majority  of  the  people ; 
and  he  had  no  ol^aotiouB  to  sabmitting  hia  rea- 
■ons  to  the  applioatioa  of  tbU  oommon  itand- 
■d;  he  meant,  however,  to  confine  himself  to 
gasend  remarks,  and  not  to  &t%ne  the  oom- 
miCtee  DDDeoeecarily  with  minato  ezemplifio&- 
tioD  of  thrao. 

He  proceeded  by  obeerring,  lliftt  the  azpres- 
(ioDiot  he  ooDBtitatioa  indnced  and  jnatified  the 
genmd  exjtectation  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  that  one  SeprMentative  for  every 
tbiitr  thonuod  persons  waa  secured  to  them  by 
the  oomlitDtion ;  that,  a  deflnitiTe  cerbuntj  in 
the  QUmber  of  RepreeeDtative8^  as  well  as  the 
Bunner  of  proonring  them,  ia,  m  its  nature,  of 
eoostitational  and  not  ot  legialalive  provifdou, 
tud  afibrds  s  reason  sgtdnst  vary ing  the  ratio 
mentioned  in  the  oonatitntion,  alt£oagh  that 
ntio  be  expreased  in  terms  of  latitude ;  that 
OongrsBs  had  oonfirmed  the  general  eipeotation 
in  the  public  mind  bj  the  propoaed  amendments 
to  the  oonatitutloD,  and  had  at  least  given  a 
nkmn  opinion  in  favor  of  the  raUo  of  one  to 
thir^  thonund,  nntil  the  namber  of  Bepresen- 
titivea  sboDld  amoont  to  one  hundred,  alter  ac- 

m  which  number  by  that  rule  only,  s  qual- 
iacretion  is  admitted ;  tiiat  the  opinions 
ofthe  great  hulk  of  the  people  of  America  were 
in  EiTor  of  an  increased  representation,  at  least 
uhr  as  the  utmost  limits  prescribed  by  the 
wnstitnlwD;  that  this  circumstance  was  evi- 
denced by  the  conventions  which  adopted  the 
cmatitiitjon ;  that  it  was  further  evidenoed  by 
the  wreral  Legislatnree  which  adopted  the  pro- 
pOMd  ameodmentB  hefbre  alluded  to;  that  it 
wnilfll  ftarther  evidenced  by  the  namber  of 
K«{«eaeDtatlyes  in  the  respeotive  State  Legisla- 
taiM;  that  this  last  dronmstance  ia  rendered 
penliarly  forcible  by  a  comparative  view  of  the 
ollfeat"  of  le^«tion  chartered  to  the  Govem- 
ueut  of  the  United  States,  and  thoje  retained 
totheBt«t*Go*enimenta.  The  objects  of  legie- 
litMHi  chartered  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  are  wholly  national  and  import- 
■Bt;  the  ot^jeota  of  legiidation  retained  to  the 
Stita  Goveminenta  are  comparatively  local  and 
nbiltem ;  thooe  peculiarly  prompt  temptation 
tad  invite  corruption — these  ofier  no  indnce- 
■cBti  to  either.  In  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  the  oonstitnente  of  the  Represen- 
tative body  are  complex  and  diversified ;  in  the 
Btate  Qovernments  thOT  are  oomparatively  dm- 
pk  and  MsbniUted.  llist  a  sympathy  with  the 
iMlings  of  the  people  should  oharaoteriie  this 
bimeh  of  the  Oovermnent ;  wisdom  is  the  ez- 
.  peMed  eharactorietio  of  the  Senate ;  and  d»- 
ipatch  of  the  Ezeontive. 

To  the  inequality  of  representation  relatirely 
to  Btates  sagg«eted  to  resnlt  from  the  applioa- 
tioB  of  this  rale,  Mr.  G.  replied  that  the  ineqnal- 
i^  mmploined  of  is  rather  Ideal  than  real ;  that 
to  detennuie  bow  &r  this  consideration  really 
coght  to  exist  among  Btatea,  it  is  right  and  pro- 
P«  to  iBoert^  the  whole  comparative  Qovem- 
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ment :  and  the  issae  of  this  inquiry  win  be,  that 
those  Stales  in  whose  fkvor  toe  rule  is  said  to 
operate,  possess  the  least  govemmeotal  infln* 
ence  in  the  Senate,  proportioned  to  numbers ; 
and  that  the  easnal  gun  here  is  no  equivaleut 
for  the  certain  loss  there.  As  fu-,  therefore,  as 
the  governmental  inflnenoe  of  Btates  in  relation 
to  numbers  is  to  operate,  it  will  Aimish  a  mo- 
tive of  preferment  for  the  rule  he  contended  for. 

It  has  heed  wid  (continued  Mr.  G.)  that  the 
rejireeentation  of  the  States  In  the  Senate  is 
strictly  defined  hv  the  constitution,  and  tlut 
therefore  the  consideration  of  the  rsladve  iufla- 
ence  of  the  Btetes,  then,  should  not  be  resorted 
to  as  an  argument  in  the  apportjonment  of  Rep- 
reMntativee  to  this  House.  But,  it  should  be 
observed,  that  the  rale  contended  for,  though 
not  BO  strictly  defined,  is  equally  within  the  pue 
of  the  oonstitQtion;  and  the  most  extended  nw 
to  be  made  of  this  considerBtion  is,  to  maniftet 
the  impropriety  of  resorting  to  the  pretended 
inequahty  among  States,  as  a  ooncludve  argu- 
ment to  vary  that  ratio  of  representation  for 
this  House  which  is  admitted  to  be  the  moet 
proper,  upon  its  intrinsic  r 
viewed  without  a  reference  1 
tion.  This  particular  snbjeot  suggests  a  peculiar 
»inity  and  propriety,  in  taking  into  conridera- 
tion  the  comparative  governmental  influence  flf 
the  States  in  the  Senate,  proportioned  to  nom- 
bers  \  becanse,  it  is  in  consequence  of  a  repre- 
sentation by  States,  there,  that  they  gain  this 
unequal  influence :  and  nothing  more  is  con- 
tended for  by  this  rale  than  a  representation  of 
the  people  throu^  the  medium  of  the  several 
States,  here.  The  rale  of  representation  is  not 
the  cause  of  the  present  inequality,  as  far  as  it 
may  ^>pear  to  exist;  it  is  a  mere  contingent 
circomstanoe,  depending  upon  arbitrary  facta 
and  nnmbers,  which  cannot  be  rendered  sub- 
servient to  any  general  rule.  It  should  also  be 
remarked,  tiiat  most  of  the  States  supposed  to 
be  favored  by  the  operation  of  this  rnle,  have, 
heretofore,  been  unequally  represented  in  the 
extreme ;  and  fh)m  the  extent  and  rapid  popu- 
lation of  theee  States,  it  may  be  concluded,  with 
certainty,  that  previously  to  the  expiration  of 
the  present  apportionment,  the  real  inequali^ 
of  repreeentabon  in  this  House,  as  well  as  in  the 
Senate,  wifl  oontinae  to  bear  particularly  hard 
upon  ^em.  Perfect  eqnality  is  nnattainable ; 
and  the  proposed  ratio  ia  in  the  principle, 
equally  snoject  with  any  other  to  all  the  inoon- 
venienoes  whiob  it  is  intended  to  remedy. 

Tiie  looonveniencea  of  the  rule  he  contended 
for,  in  their  utmost  extent,  can  never  be  very 
great,  because  the  same  role  is  applied  In  the 
same  manner  to  the  respective  States ;  and  the 
most  extended  scope  for  its  unequal  operation 
must  be  conflned  to  the  oasnal  resnlt  of  the 
fractional  nnmbers  within  the  several  States. 
lu  roSecting  npon  this  ailment  of  inequality 
(^  representation  in  relation  to  States,  an  ideia 
had  presented  itself  to  his  mind  which  seemed 
to  hhn  both  novel  and  important;  and  that  ia, 
that  ■  quality  exists  In  Uie  Oov«iiment,  from 
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which  enahlM  a  tnl- 


m^ority  of  B«preeeacLUtiv«k  to  give  law  to  a 
maioritj'  of  oonatitiients,  abaolately  againtt  the 
wtU  ofthtir  minorit;  of  KeprMeolativM.  Thia 
qnolitj  of  theGorerninent  arisMfrom  tfaoState 

reproseDtatioHH  ia  the  Senate ;  and  it  ^sts  not 
merelj  in  Bpeculation  or  idea — it  has  ba«Q  aensi- 
blj- felt  in  practice,  and  there  iR  a  raal  tendsQoy  in 
the  Govenunent  to  make  it  still  more  bo.  The 
■verj  bill  now  under  oon«deratlon  will  ^bo- 
bly  farniBh  one  strong  evidence  of  ita  efficacy 
in  practice ;  it  wonld  have  passed  very  dilTer- 
ently  from  the  present  niopoBition,  tf  it  had  not 
met  with  this  nonatoral  check ;  and  I  am  oon- 
ovned,  Mid  he,  to  retoark,  that  almoet  in  every 
important  meaanre  of  the  Qovermneot,  the  mi- 
nority of  the  people  of  the  Union  had  given 
law  to  the  m^ority  of  the  people,  agaioat  their 
consent,  as  for  ob  this  can  be  evidemwd  through 
the  medinm  of  their  Bepreaentativee.  This,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  is  a  radical  evil  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  its  magnitade  wocld  !>«  in  a  great 
mewnre  proportioned  to  the  eitenaion  of  the 
otjeots  of  legislation  by  this  Government  If 
the  people  be  the  only  legal  sonroa  of  govem- 
inental  anthoritj,  and  this  right  of  individoals 
be  equal,  this  is  certainly  a  heterodox  principle 
in  the  Government  Ue  wonld  not  pretend  to 
ny,  however,  that  this  was  a  cancer  apon  the 
body  poUlJo  too  inveterate  and  vital  to  admit 
of  a  core ;  hut  be  conceived  it  to  be  a  sore  of 
that  sort  which  It  would  be  onwise  to  irritate 
or  tamper  with :  and  he  conceived,  also,  the 
preeent  proportion  not  to  be  withont  its  irri- 
tating qualities. 

Hi.  Q.  then  pntoeeded  to  oonatder,  upon  gen- 
eral principles,  of  Inoreaung  the  repreeent^on 
in  thia  Honae  to  the  full  extent  antborized  by 
the  constitution,  and  particularly  with  a  view 
to  the  necessity  of  establishing,  in  this  branch 
of  the  Government,  a  pennanent  sympathy  with 
the  landed  interest.  He  observed,  that  aU  Rep< 
reeeutative  Governments  appeared  to  possess  a 
natural  tendency  from  Bepublicaoism  to  Mon- 
archy; that,  n-eat  inequalitiee  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth  among  iudividusls,  consequent 
npon  the  progress  of  ell  governments,  appeared 
to  be  the  cause  of  their  political  evolotions; 
that  no  oompetent  remedy  against  this  evil  hod 
been  heretofore  discovered,  or  at  least  practi- 
oally  applied  by  any  Government ;  that  perhaps 
thia  great  political  Ught  may  first  ahlne  forth 
through  the  medium  of  the  American  constitu- 
tions, and  serve,  as  some  others  have  previonaly 
done,  to  illumine  not  only  the  American,  but 
the  European  world. 

The  peonliar  circDmstancea  of  the  United 
States,  however,  since  the  late  Bevoiation,  and 
In  the  infiiaoy  of  the  American  Governments, 
Ikvored  extremely  thia  natural  principle  of  the 
growing  ineqnality  in  the  distribution  of  wealth 
amongst  individuals.  An  extensive,  nneihanat- 
ed,  fertile  country  fomlshed  foil  scope  for  agri- 
oaltnre,  the  plenty  and  cheapness  of  provinons 
and  mde  materials  for  manufootores,  and  an  un- 


shookled  oommarce  for  Oie  n 
these  were  added  the  bleadnga  f^  peao&  nd 
lawa  eecnrtng  to  the  individual  the  ezdunvt 
POWMaiou  of  (he  froits  of  his  own  indintiy, 
however  abundant  There  were  intrinnc  di- 
onmstaooefl ;  there  was  a  contJogent  one.  A 
,  public  debt^— tha  price  of  the  Revolution  itsrif 
and  ita  conseqneut  blesdngs — had  been  inonired, 
and,  from  the  Imbecility  of  the  then  existinc 
Oomederaoy,  and  other  omism,  was  dqiredited 
oonuderab^  below  ita  nonunal  valne;  bat  it 
was  then  in  imall  maasea,  and  not  v«rT  niwqoi}- 
ty  q>read  amongst  the  in^vidnals  thronghost 
the  whole  United  States.  The  QoTenunent  at 
the  United  States,  instead  of  managing  this 
contingent  dronmstanae  with  caoticKi,  and  d»- 
cloring  so  in  its  ministration,  adaed  Tq»oo  it 
with  its  fiscal  arraagement,  and  sfiidied  it  as  the 
most  powerAil  mai^ine  to  ffti^TilBtf  this  grow- 
ing ineqnality  in  the  ^tribution  of  wealtb— 
a  principle  perh^M  too  much  fiivored  by 
other  existing  canses.  The  Government,  not 
satisfied  with  the  debts  contracted  by  the  fipr- 
mer  Oonfederooy,  aasamed  the  payment  of  ■ 
neat  proportion  of  the  debts  contraoted  t? 
toe  respective  State  Govemmento,  and  ertlb- 
lished  fbnds  fwr  paying  the  interest  of  the  whole. 
This  measore  produ^d  two  effeots,  not  vwy 
dedrable  amongst  individnals.   It  gathered  these 


the  hands  of  the  few ;  sod  it  slimnlatca  ths 
valne  of  them.  Thns  collected  into  greatv 
masses,  beyond  all  calculation,  by  the  artifioiil 
qiplication  of  fiscal  meohoiuam,  it  produced  s 
variety  of  seriona  efilscta  with  respect  to  the 
Government.  In  oppodtion  to  the  ogricottoial 
or  republican,  it  -enlisted  a  great  moneyed  in- 
t«rest  in  the  United  States,  who,  having  cm- 
barked  their  fortunes  with  tbe  GoveromenI, 
would  go  all  lengths  with  its  Administratioii, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  virtmooB  or  vidona,  by 
rendering  the  debt  but  partially  ledeemaUe, 
pasdng  perpetool  tax  laws,  snd  mortgaging  their 
products  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  this 
perpetually-existing  debt  It  gave  the  Eiecn- 
tira  a  quafified  control  over  the  beet  moneyed 
resonroea  of  the  United  Statea,  not  oontem- 

Slated  by  the  constitution,  nor  founded  in  wis- 
om.  It  gave  rise  to  an  onanthorized  iacor- 
poratiou  of  the  moneyed  interest,  and  placed  it 
SB  far  as  possible  from  the  reaoh  of  future  Le- 
nslative  influence.  It  eetablished  tbe  doctrine 
toot  one  systematJc  financier  was  better  able 
to  originate  money  bills  and  tax  the  people  of 
the  United  Stetes,  than  the  whole  ooUeoted 
wisdom  ot  thdr  R^preeentativea,  with  the  tH 
of  a  redprodty  of  feeling.  It  gave  rise  to  the 
idea  of  a  Sinking  Fund,  without  limitation  as 
to  amount,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  s  few 
trustees,  and  there  to  be  protected  from  L^gi^ 
lative  control  by  all  the  sanotionB  snd  secorities 
annexed  to  private  property.  In  short,  it  es- 
tablished the  doctrine  that  all  authority  could 
be  more  safely  intrusted  to,  and  better  executed 
by  a  few,  than  by  many^  and,  in  ponnanoa  of 
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this  idea,  nude  more  eontumal  drafta  (rf'  mi- 
thoritj  from  the  Bepreientative  braneh  of  the 
GoTernment  and  plaoed  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
EiMutive;  UmaAng,  bj  tUs  mechaaistn  of  ad- 
Viinittration,  the  oon«titnti<MuJ  Inflnenoa  of  the 
people  in  the  Qorenuuent,  and  ftmdamentallT 
dh^i^ag  ita  naliTe  genins  and  (^ginal  prtnd- 
fie.  He  (lCr.fl.)kneirof  no  competent  remedy 
(gaimt  the  abominahle  erOs  to  be  ap[««hended 
from  the  fatnre  operation  of  thete  uthallowed 
piindplea,  hot  a  permanent  eetabliahment  of 
the  oudid  or  Bepublioan  Entereet  in  this 
Honw;  and  tlie  beet  chance  of  effeotiiig  this 
gnat  ol;}eat  he  oonoeived  to  be  a  foil  repre- 
MntatioB  of  the  people.  Hia  alanni  nepeoting 
UwM  fubioiiahle,  eaergetic  prindplea  were 
ireatlf  inoreaaed  bj  a  penqieobve  view  (f  some 
of  the  proposed  meaanrea  of  Oovemment.  He 
MT  ^Btemi  introdaced  to  carre  ont  of  the 
ciKDmon  righta  of  one  part  of  the  oommnnitj 
^Tilegea,  monopolies,  excloBiTe  righta,  fto.,  for 
the  beD«£t  of  another,  vith  no  other  viev,  in 
hti  opinion,  bat  to  create  nnraeriea  of  imme- 
diate dependanta  npon  the  Government,  whose 
icitereat  will  always  stimulate  them  to  aapport 
it«  neasoree,  however  fniqnitona  and  tTnumioal, 
ud,  indeed,  ibe  very  emolunenta  which  will 
eompoae  the  price  of  their  attachment  to  the 
Govamment  will  grow  oat  of  a  tyrannical  vio- 
Iiliaii  of  the  rights  ot  others.  He  would  for- 
bear to  mention  a  variety  of  other  oiromnstan- 
eea,  to  prove  tltat  principW  having  a  tendentT' 
to  change  the  very  natiire  of  the  Oovemment, 
hare  pervaded  even  the  miuotest  rsmifioationa 
of  iti  fiaoal  arrangements,  nor  would  he  dwell 
■pon  the  nndne  inflaenoe  to  be  apprehended 
Inm  moneyed  foreigners,  who  had  become  ad- 
nDtDteis  in  the  Autda,  nor  tlie  varions  avennea 

ried  to  tatatitait  the  operatdon  of  cormptioa. 
would  merely  reman,  that,  acting  onder 
ImpreaMona  produced  by  these  oonaiderations, 
ma  strengthened  by  others  not  less  pertinent 
lud  important,  saggeeted  by  a  number  of  gen- 
tleoien,  in  the  oonne  of  the  diacasBion  of  this 
■abject,  and  believing  tJiat  a  Ml  representation 
tf  tbe  people  will  furnish  the  only  chance  of 
mnedy  for  the  existing,  and  a  oompetent  pro- 
tection agvnat  fature  evils,  he  Bhoold  ftel  him' 
kU  orindnal  if  by  bis  vote  he  shonld  give  np  a 
nn^  Bepreaentatire  anthorued  by  the  conati- 
tndon.  The  same  imprnaianB  wonld  have  in- 
dued him  to  have  voted  for  tbe  proportion 
which  gave  one  hundred  and  twenty  membera, 
Ittl  it  not  been  for  a  conacientiona  and  para- 
numat  i^ard  for  the  preservation  of  the  conati- 
tmioQ.  The  difieresoe  of  the  pontion  of  the 
members  thronghont  tbe  nnited  States,  which 
wonld  have  been  sagnmed  by  the  difference  In 
tbe  manner  of  making  the  apportionment,  never 
(monnted  to  the  minimom  of  a  consideration 
with  him  against  the  proposition ;  for  he  felt  a 
ooDviction  that  the  agricnltara]  or  equaliang 
Interest  was  nearly  the  same  thjvngnnut  m 
partBof  the  United  States;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  increased  representation  woold  fhmish 
HroDg  teatimoniea  of  the  tmth  of  the  position. 
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He  woold  remark,  generally,  the  Goremment 
ot  America  waa  now  in  a  state  of  pnberty,  that 
i>^  at  thie  time.  She  is  to  asenme  a  fixed  chet^ 
aoter,  and  he  t^ongfat  it  in  some  d^ree  reHt«d 
nptm  the  vote  now  to  be  given,  whether  she 
would  preserve  the  simplicity,  ohaatity,  and 
pority  of  her  native  repreeentation  and  lUpnb- 
liaaniam,  in  which  alone  the  tme  dignity  and 
greatneaa  of  her  character  must  ooneiat;  or 
whether  she  will,  so  early  in  yonth,  proatitnte 
herself  to  the  venal  and  borrowed  artiflcea  and 
oormptions  of  a  stale  and  pampered  Monarchy  t 
Whatever  his  own  opinions  or  soapidwa  may 
be  req>eoting  the  tendency  of  the  preeent  Ad- 
ministration, and  whatever  mty  be  the  diaeu*- 
aion  of  to-day,  he  ahoold  stUl  premrve  a  hnpe 
that  the  increaeed  rqvreaentation,  snpported  by 
tiie  enlightened  aptnt  of  the  people  at  large, 
will  tcara  »a  aSbctaal  reristanoe  to  the  preaanra 
of  the  whole  vices  of  the  Administration,  and 
may  yet  establish  the  Qoveroment  upon  a  broad, 
permanent  and  Bepnblican  basis. 

When  Mr.  Giles  nad  condnded,  tbe  commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  an  amendment,  viz:  to 
fill  un  the  blank  with  the  word  "  thirty-three ;  " 
which  waa  carried  in  the  affirmativo—yeaB  M, 
nays  80,  as  follows : 

TBU.—Fliher  Amei,  Bobert  Barnwell,  Egbert  Bm- 
■on,  EUai  Boodiiio^  Shearimdidt  Bourne,  benjamin 
BoiinM^  Abnhun  Claric,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tboioaa 
I^ttrimou,  Elbridge  Geny,  NiohalH  Qtlman,  Beiga~ 
min  Ooodlme,  Junss  QoHon,  Andrew  GresK  Thomai 
Hardey,  Daniel  HelMr,  James  mUhoue,  Dantal  Hn> 

Elnaal  Jaoobi,  Aaioa  Xitcball,  Joha  W.  Qtteta, 
ua  Leanied,  Samuel  Lirermore,  Nathaniel  Ifilsa, 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Inael  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Jonathan  Storgu,  Peler  Sylvester, 
George  Ilistchcr,  John  Vining,  Jeramiah  Wadswortfa, 
and  Artemaa  Ward. 

Ni.Ta. — John  Bapllit  Aehe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
John  Bfown,  WnUun  FiiidlBy,  William  B.  Oilai,  Sam- 
uel Griffin,  William  Barry  Orove,  Philip  Key,  John 
Laniaooe,  Kicliard  Bland  Lee,  Nathuiid  Haoon, 
James  MaJieon,  John  FrancI*  Mercer,  Andrew  Moor^ 
f>ederick  Ai^oMoi  Hnhlenbecg,  William  Tbdi  Mnr- 
ray,  John  Page,  Jodah  Pu^gr,  Comeliuj  C.  SclKNai- 
mmker,  Joehna  Ssaey,  Upton  Sheridiae,  John  Steele^ 
Samuel  Stenett,  lliomaa  Smcter,  Thomu  IVedwaf^ 
Thomu  Tndcc  Tucker,  Abnhun  Venable,  Alexander 
While,  Eu^  WiDIamMm,  and  li'raucii  Willis, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  together  with  tbe 
■TtifrTiriTinflntji  be  engroesed  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Fbidat,  April  SO. 
Publication  of  tlie  Debatet. 

Before  the  House  proceeded  to  the  otier  of 
the  day — 

Ur.  GzBST  said,  that  the  circnmstance  ot  a 
pnblication  which  had  made  its  appearance  that 
morning  induced  him  to  rise  for  tee  purpose  of 
brinj^g  forward  a  proposition  respecting  a  foil 
and  impartial  poblication  of  the  debates  of  that 
Hooae.  Every  ewitleman,  he  believed,  wonld 
agree  with  bim  that,  from  a  pnblication  of  thia 
kind,  the  dtizens  of  the  United  Statea  would 
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derire  iach  iiifoiiii»tIon  reapecting  Oie  proc«ed- 
iogs  of  the  Legialatore,  and  the  principlea  on 
which  the  lam  ttn  groDoded,  as  must  be  pro- 
ditotive  of  the  most  aalatary  effectfi,  and  attach 
the  people  more  stronglj  to  the  tienefal  Govern- 
ment ;  Irat  the  tx  part*  pnblicationa  can  hare 
no  other  tendeooj  than  to  uisrepresent  their 
prooeediDgs,  and  alienate  the  affecdoni  of  the 
dtiaenB-  He  therefore  moved  the  following 
resolDtion : 

"  Whenu  an  impartial  pnblieatioa  of  the  IMnteB 
□f  CoDgreu  atitiug  Kconntelj  their  Legiilitiie  in«a- 
mnt,  and  ths  reuoiu  orged  (or  and  against  Iham,  ii 
■  duirable  object,  inasmnch  a«  it  may  aid  Iba  Eie~ 
eaSn  is  adminiatering  the  Ooreniment,  the  Jndid- 
txj  in  eipoDDdtng  the  Uwi,  the  Goremmsiiti  aod 
dtiiem  of  the  seTsral  Statea  in  fMrniDg  a  jodgmeiit  of 
the  eoodnct  of  their  rrapectiTi  RepntentatiTia,  aod 
Coagnu  thanudvea  in  rarimng  and  amending  tbair 
L«guUtiT«  prooeadii^:  And  •hanai,  rmm  the 
mnt  of  proper  ernuuemeata,  nch  poblicatioD  hai 
not  been  aocom  [dished — 

"Jioo/nd;  Tl>at panoni,  oTgoodnpntatian, 

and  ikilled  in  the  ait  of  iteeograph  j,  be,  at  the  next 
Muion,  appointed  b;  ballot,  to  take  and  pnbiiah,  im- 
partiallj  aad  aocuratelr,  the  Legidatire  mt^jecti 
wliich  ma;  bend>mitted  to  the  oaruideretion  of  the 
Honae,  and  the  debate*  thenon  of  the  membeia  re- 
■pectivelj ;  that  (he  panoni  n  to  be  appointed  be  ccct- 
fddsied  u  officer*  ot  the  HoDW,  and  provided  for  as- 
oardiDglj ;  that  the?  b«  sereraily  qiuMed  b;  oadi  to 
a  Utl^  lUich^rgB  of  the  tmil ;  and  that  nioh  legn- 
latioiu  shall  be  piewTibed,  u  maj  be  neceaniy  to 
ploCect  them  in  aCtainii^  the  nlntai;  otyecti  ot  tbair 
■pptdntmeat," 

This,  Ur.  O,  aaid,  was  a  Bubject  which  ought 
no  longer  to  be  overlooked.  Whilst  Congress 
sat  at  New  York,  great  uneaaineaa  had  been  oc- 
casioned in  tbe  House  bj  the  mode  in  whibh  the 
debates  were  pablished.  Sometimes  members 
were  introdei^d  as  uttering  argomenta  directly 
the  reverse  of  what  the^  had  advanced.  At 
other  times,  the  substaoce  of  the  ailments,  as 
poblished,  wore  on  aspect  widely  different  from 
what  the;  bad  when  offered  in  debate.  In  some 
instances,  their  arguments  were  so  garbled  that 
they  themselves  were  nnable  to  recognize  them 
in  print;  in  others,  they  were  disfigured  with 
grammaljoal  errora,  and  rendered  totally  unin- 
telligible ;  and  on  many  occasions,  the  argmnenU 
on  one  side  of  the  question  only  were  published. 

Sncb  were  the  effects  produced  by  this  mode 
of  publication  that  a  gentleman  &om  Sonth 
Oarolina  (Mr.  Bubke)  brought  forward  a  mo- 
tion for  correcting  those  evils,  which  was  de- 
bated for  some  time.  After  the  subject  had 
been  two  or  three  times  mid^  discossion,  the 
Honae  was  informed  that  there  was  a  probability 
of  oare  being  taken  in  fhtnre  to  correct  the 
errors ;  and  thus  the  matter  was  passed  over. 

Ur.  G.  then  mentioned  a  circumstance  which 
he  hod  learned  from  a  gentleman  who  had  de- 
clared, he  oonld  prove  it  on  oath  before  the 
House,  if  called  upon,  viz;  that,  having  asked 
one  of  those  persons  who  at  that  time  published 
tiie  debates,  "bow  beconld  think  of  publishing 
them  so  inalccnratelj?"  the  answer  was,  "that 
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he  was  odder  a  necesnty  of  obliging  hia  ■»- 

K'  lyers."     Hence,  he  oonclnded  that  th«e  niM 
*e  been  a  oormpt  factioD  who  inflneoced  that 
short-hand  writer. 

When  Congress  first  came  to  thia  city,  the  de- 
bates were  published  pretty  actmratety ;  and  *• 
they  were  this  session,  in  some  at  the  p^m, 
bnt,  in  otbeis,  the  case  was  otherwise ;  and  ha 
himself,  as  well  as  otber  geotlemen,  had  been 
nnder  a  necessity  of  poblid;  contradicting  them 
in  print.  In  aome  of  the  debates,  the  anawv 
to  aa  argument  was  published  before  the  argo- 
ment  itself  made  its  ^xiearanoe ;  on  otbei  oc- 
casions, they  were  pnbnshed  veiy  tally  on  ana 
nde  of  the  questjon,  whilst  nothing  appeared  m 
the  other.  Every  gentleman,  he  bdieved,  would 
admit  that  this  was  a  tne  state  of  the  busnea; 
and  it  was  well  known  that,  on  many  importsM 
oocasioDs,  no  debates  had  been  pnblidied  at  iD. 

The  want  of  regularity  in  the  pnbtkalia* 
was,  he  supposed,  owing,  in  some  meaaere,  to 
the  want  ot  proper  enoooragement,  as  tlie  ptiat- 
ei8  of  newspapers  would  not  prob^ily  find 
their  account  in  allowing  a  sufficient  oompe 
tion  to  induce  short--hand  writes 
their  whole  time  to  the  bosineaa. 

Mr.  6.  then  read  from  the  American  DKij 
Advertiser  (of  Friday  last)  the  following  pas- 
sage: 

"  A  warm  debate  hereapon  to^  place,  during  A* 
course  of  vhicb  one  gentUmao,  who  strennuuefF  "9" 
ported  the  motioa,  was  savaral  bnea  hterrnptad. 
Apprehen^na  were  ex|H«>aed  of  dangeront  eoawi 
qnences,  in  oaae  bis  apeach  ahoold  ^>p«ar  In  print; 
and  an  honorable  member,  who  oppooed  die  mntim 
(Mr.  Gkbrt,)  deoUred  that  the  manner  m  which  Iha 
DefcateBoTConpesa  had  been  published,  aadthebna- 
neas  oondnctad,  dnring  the  pieacBt  aeiaion,  had  a  &■ 
rect  tendency  .to  bring  about  a  diasotntko  of  tie 

"As  the  honorable  gentleman  did  not  fhrther  ex- 
plain bimaelt^  we  are  at  a  loas  to  determine  whether 
he  meant  to  tai  the  pabUahen  of  the  debates    nlh 

deoce,  ia  statiog  them  right,  and  freely  ppbh*hing 
whatever  aentimenta  any  member  of  thai  Home  may 
think  proper  to  express,  in  the  cooatitntional  eiercisa 
of  the  freedom  of  debate.  But,  oeitaio  we  are,  ttiat 
ha  eoold  not  mean  to  atigmatin  tbeni  aa  actaated  by 
partiaU^,  undue  inftnence,  or  ainiater  motiTea  of  any 
kmd." 

Here,  said  Mr.  O.,  an  idea  was  held  up  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  spoken  first  (Mr.  Mkb- 
czb)  was  interropted.  But  it  is  not  said  that  I 
was  interrupted  too.  I  was  interrupted  as  oftea 
as  he.  The  House  can  determine  whether  I 
have  ever  taken  any  measure  to  prevent  ■  free 
and  candid  publication  of  the  debates.  On  the 
contrary,  I  have  always  endeavored  to  obtain 
it ;  and  I  will  still  proceed  to  aoeomjplish  it  as 
far  as  possible,  I  tlunk  neither  this  House  nor 
any  of  its  members  ought  to  be  ealgecC  to  pah- 
lications  of  this  kind.  If  they  are,  they  will  be 
obliged  either  to  enter  into  paper  wars  wHh 
printers,  or  to  rellnooish  the  public  good.  It 
is  incumbent  on  the  House  to  take  measar«e  to 
prevent  misrepresentation,    I  therefore  snbmit 
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to  the  HoOM  tbf  raaolation  which  I  have  read ; 
■nd  I  hope  that,  if  the  proposition  ile«lf  ap- 
peara  northy  of  tlteir  attentioii,  they  will  take 
a  into  eoDdderatJoD ;  or,  if  it  wants  an;  amend- 
mmt,  they  will  refer  it  to  a  committee ;  for  I 
tldnk  the  sabjeot  onght  not  to  be  &ay  longer 
Deflected. 

Mr. MiBCEB. — ^I  second  the  motion;  and  I 
think  the  pablloation  wMch  the  honorable  gen- 
tlenum  baa  read  to  the  House  contains  bnt  a 
bit  statement  of  lactE.  The  gentleman,  in  the 
oonne  of  the  fbrmer  debate,  made  some  verr 
Mnnge  alluuons  to  what  was  Mid  by  me,  which 
wers  whoUj  nnsnthorized.  I  consider  it  as  a 
mmary  oUeot  in  this  Oovemment  that  we 
■bodd  on  this  floor  be  at  all  times  free  to  express 
our  wnlinienta  of  the  GoTemmeDt,  without  in- 
Tolving  the  OoTemment  itself.  I  consider  sach 
ameisare  ss  is  now  contemplated  to  be  well 
worthy  the  serions  attention  of  the  House.  We 
lie  at  a  distance  from  onr  constituents ;  and  it 
is  a  misfortaae  that  we  &re  withdrawn  from 
Ibeir  Inspection,  hj  being  placed  in  a  part  of  the 
Union  where  it  is  not  easy  to  compare  onr  cir- 
cuutancea  and  condaot  in  private  life  with  the 
motivss  which  may  be  snppoeed  to  Influenc* 
onr  poHtioal  oo&dnct.  Onr  eonsdtoents  ooght 
to  M  aoqn^nted  witii  onr  proceedings  here; 
and  it  is  onlT  from  a  foil  and  aocnrate  nnblica- 
tioo  of  the  debi^  of  this  Eonse  that  they  can 
obtun  tny  satasfsctory  information  on  this 
nbjsct 

Mr.  Gbbkt  taii,  that  the  paragraph  he  had 
Kad  did  not  cont^n  a  full  statement  of  facts, 
■s  ths  apprehensions  he  bad  expressed  were 
only  in  esse  the  argnmenls  ahonld  go  "  unon- 
mnd." 

Hi.  Qilbs  mode,  and  Ur.  W.  SuirB  seconded, 
I  motion  for  referring  the  resolution  to  a  eelect 
ooomuttee,  to  report  such  regnktion  as  they 
ma;  think  necessary  for  the  poblication  of  the 
dmtss.  An  additional  reason  for  the  reference 


m*nL  [H.  or  B. 

was,  that  some  alteration  in  the  wording  ^ 
peared  necessary,  to  (Mr.  Smith,)  bo  far  as  re- 
spects the  Judiciary,  ice, 

Mr.  BoijDiROT  objected  to  the  commitment, 
as  he  thought  it  a  saltJeot  of  coomderable  con- 
sequence, and  there  wonld  not  be  time  to  take  it 
np  dnring  the  present  seesion,  the  House  having 
ateady  ontsat  the  time  which  the  other  brsnoa 
of  the  Legialatnre  had  proposed  for  the  a^jonm- 
ment  ^ia  was  his  only  oljecdon ;  otherwise, 
he  was  far  from  being  opposed  to  the  measnre. 

Ur.  QiLEB  thonght  the  conseqnence  of  letting 
the  matt«r  lie  over  till  next  session  would  be^ 
that  it  wonld  die  away,  and  nothing  wonld  be 
done.  Unless  some  steps  be  token  during  the 
present  session,  no  persons  would  come  forward 
as  candidates  at  the  commencementof  the  next. 
Bnt  if  a  committee  report  on  the  sobject,  the 
House  may  determine  what  steps  are  to  be  taken, 


it  passed  in  the  affirmative—yeas  27,  nays,  2S. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  motion  be  oomniitted 
to  Ur.  Gbbst,  Mr.  Mkbobb,  Hr.  Lxm,  ICr.  Slum, 
(of  South  Oartdlna,}  wd  Hr.  KrrcBxA. 

TuESDAT,  May  6. 

A  mesBsge  was  received  from  the  Benate,  no- 
ticing the  House  that  the  Senate,  having  com- 
pleted the  Legislative  business  before  them,  are 
now  abont  to  a^onm.     Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  bnsineas  before  them,  are  now  about 
to  adjourn  until  the  first  Ifonday  in  November 
next,  and  that  the  Olerk  of  this  House  do  go 
with  the  said  message. 

The  Olerk  acoordiuglj  went  with  the  said 
message ;  and,  being  returned. 

The  SrsiXKR  a^jonmed  the  House,  to  meet 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November  next. 
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BEGUN  AT  TSB  CITT  OF  PHILJLDELPHIJL,  NOTEKBEB  C,  17SS. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SENATE. 


UoRiiAT,  NoTember  R,  1709. 

Ttds  being  the  Atkj  fixed  hj  law  for  the  annvel 
meeting  of  the  aeoond  weaioD  of  tiie  woond 
Congress,  the  folloTiog  Semtton  appeared,  and 
took  their  saata : 

JoHn  LuisDOiT  and  Padik  Whtoats,  from 
New  Hampebire, 

OiUB  SraoNO  and  Gwnai  Oibot,  from 
UaMaohoaetta. 

Thioikikk  FonxB,  traia  Bhode  Island. 

OuTBR  Eluwoxtk  and  Rookk  BHcmuir, 
from  Oonaectlont. 

Btkphkn  H.  Bsinm  and  Vobib  ItoBiRSos, 
from  Vermont. 

Edtub  Koto,  from  New  York. 

PHnsuoH  Dioxmoir  and  JoHir  Buikcsvord, 
from  New  3eney. 

Oeobob  Rku),  from  Delaware. 

Jambs  Uonboe,  (h>m  Virginia 

JoHS  Bbows  aiid  John  ^wASDe,  from  Een- 
tocky. 

BsxtAiati  Hawtins,  from  North  Oardlina, 

PuKos  BcTLEB  and  KAif  e  IsAsn^  from  8onth 
Oarolina;  and 

WHJJAV  Fbw,  from  Geor^a. 

In  the  Bbeenoe  of  the  Viok  Pbbbidknt,  and 
alao  of  RioHABD  Hkhbt  Lsb,  elected  President 
pro  tanpoTB  at  a  fbrmer  aesaion,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choioe  of  a  Preaidant  pro  tempore, 
as  the  oonstituticm  proridea,  and  Johb  IiUsodos 
was  dnlj  elected. 

JoHK  Brown  and  John  Edwakdb,  trom  the 
Btate  of  Eentack^,  respectively,  produced  their 
credentials ;  and  the  oath  reqQired  by  law  was, 
bj  the  Pbebisknt  pro  ttmp(>re,  admlniatered  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  aoqnunt  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  a  qnomm  of  the 
Senate  is  assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  on 
bnainesa. 

A  msBsage  from  the  Home  of  Keprceoitstivea 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  qoonun  of  the  House 
of  Repreeentatives  ia  assembled,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  bneineas. 

A  second  meaa^  informed  the  Senat«  that 


th«  Bonse  of  Bepresentatives  have  resolved  that 
a  committee  be  upointed,  Jcwtly  with  rack 
committee  aa  the  Senate  shsli  ^ipoiat,  to  wait 
tm  the  'PaMtDWST  of  thx  TTtHTKo  BrATta,  and 
notify  him  that  a  qoorom  of  the  two  Houses  ta 
assembled,  and  rrady  to  receive  any  oomns- 
nleationa  he  may  plaase  to  make  to  them;  in 
which  ^jeeoloUoft  taey  dedre  the  ooncatrenee  <^ 


pointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  oi 
Pbisidkbt  of  rat  Ukited  Statbb,  agreeably  la 
the  rcaolntion  of  the  Boose  of  Repr^sentatlTee, 
and  that  Messrs.  Ixabd  and  Stboks  be  the  com- 
mittee cm  the  part  of  the  SeDste. 

A  message  IWim  the  Eonae  of  Represenlatir«a 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Honse  of  Befn- 
sentativea  have  resolved  that  two  Chaplains,  of 
different  denominations,  be  appointed  to  Con- 
gress, fbr  the  present  eesNon,  one  by  each  House, 
who  shall  interchange  weekly;  in  which  th«r 
desire  the  concnrrenoe  of  the  Senate. 

The  Benato  proceeded  to  consider  the  sud 
reeolntion;  and 

BeKlved,  That  th^  do  oononr  therein,  and 
that  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Wbitb  be  the  Obnp- 
Iwn  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Bepreseotatini 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  B«pie- 
sentstives  have  proceeded  to  the  election  d  t 
Chaplain  to  Congress  for  the  present  aeanoe. 
and  have  appointed  the  Bev.  Doctor  Gbus  <» 
their  part. 

Ur.  IzABD,  (hnn  the  J<^t  committee  q»i<aDKd 
to  w^t  m  the  pRBsmraiT  or  thb  UinW 
States,  agreeably  to  the  reeolntion  ot  the  two 
Honses  of  tbia  day,  reported, 

That  they  had  ezeant«d  the  bndnes^  and 
that  the  PBEstDBirr  or  the  Cnitkd'  Statv  prp- 
posed  to  meet  the  two  Honsee  of  CongrSM  >■> 
the  Senate  Chamber  to-morrow  at  11  o'dooL 

TonDAT,  Norembo-  0. 
RoBzxT  MoKBis,  from  the  State  ot  Teou^ 
vanla,  attended,  and  took  hie  aeat 
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DSBATES  OF  COKOBESa. 


Danauit  the 
Senate  are 

nidj  to  m«et  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  te 
noeive  aa;  oommnnioations  the  Pbbsidbht  or 
IE*  nHimi  &U.TI8  maj  be  pleased  to  make  to 
Um  two  HoQBBB  of  Congma,  and  that  the  usual 
te»t»  will  be  aariimed  to  theau. 

The  House  of  Representativea  having  aooord- 
JDglf  taken  their  Heats,  the  Fbisidxnt  or  tsb 
UinTXD  BriTES  came  into  the  Seoate  Chamber, 
and  addressed  both  Eonaes  of  Oongresa,  as 
fidlowB: 

Fdim-Cituemi  t^lka  SawU,  and 
cf  Ai  Souk  nf  Sfpnmnlativn ; 

ItlooDM  abatamaiit  tftbe  ntdiTiction  with  which 
I  meat  700  on  the  piMentoeouion,  Iha^  infdioitatiiig 
jniai  Bcontiiniuioa  of  the  iiali<iiielpn]^«ritj',gen- 
mllj,  I  un  not  mble  to  add  to  it  inlbnnatioii  that 
At  iDdiu  hoamiCiM,  which  hara,  lor  lome  time  put, 
diitiMied  imr  Dorth-weHun  frontier,  ban  lemuiBt- 
ed. 

Tea  will,  I  un  [leTtnBded,  learn  widi  no  len  OOD- 
Mmtfauilcaniniuiueatelt,  thattdteratadendenon, 
tuwaidieSectii^  a  |iacific«tioii,  have  Utherto  imwd 
tnljin  Dew  and  oatngwMU  prooftof  perMrreriiigho*- 
tilitj  on  tha  part  of  the  tribes  with  whom  we  an  in 
contut.  An  eflmert  desire  to  procnre  banqnillity  tc 
tlu  fimtier ;  to  stop  the  fiirtbar  affnrion  of  blood ;  tc 
■mat  the  progieu  of  eipeoM ;  to  forward  tke  pnra- 
Icnt  wUi  of  tSe  natioD  toi  paaoe,  faai  led  to  itTennonl 
eSirli,  through  Tuions  cbannel*,  to  aooomplith  theu 
duirabls  pnipoaac  ;  la  making  which  efforta,  I  cm- 
nitid  Ibb  mj  own  aaticipadaiii  of  the  erent,  or  the 
KTopla  which  >ome  coiiiiderationa  were  f«l^l«twl 
tu  inqiin,  diao  the  wiih  to  find  the  ot^ect  attainaMe ; 
or,  if  not  tttunable,  to  anartuu.  BB«quiToca%  that 

k  detail  of  the  meaaonia  which  have  been 
ud  of  their  couaeiiDeDcai,  which  will  be  laiJ  before 
fmi,  whilB  It  will  confirm  to  joq  the  want  of  meceu, 
time  far,  <rill,  I  trait,  ennce  that  means  aa  pr^er 
isd  at  efficaciona  a>  could  hare  been  deriaad  hne 
ben  nnployed.  The  Ume  cf  aonu  of  them,  indeed, 
ii  itJll  depending ;  bnt  a  favorable  me,  thodf^  not  to 
ha  deapaired  ot;  i>  not  pmnuiedbr  ai^  thing- that  haa 
Tet  happened. 

Id  the  eonraa  of  the  attamp4i  vdilch  have  been 
made,  aimie  Tahiable  citizens  hare  fallen  Tictio*  to 
theu'  lea]  for  the  pnblio  aerrioa.  A  sanction  com- 
bodIj  feapected  eren  among  savages  has  been  fonod, 
b  Ihli  inrtancB,  iuaofficiant  to  pmteot  fioin  maaaaore 
the  Buuiasriei  of  peace :  it  will,  I  presume,  be  duly 
nmsideiBd  whether  the  oocaaion  does  not  call  for  an 
eieidse  of  Hbersli^  towaidi  the  fiunilies  of  the  de- 
eeased. 

It  mnM  add  to  yoar  concern  to  be  tnfonned,  that, 
haddes  the  continaatian  of  boatile  anearauceB  among 
the  tribes  north  of  the  Ohio,  soma  mieateoing  ijmp- 
tsmshave  of  late  been  nrivad  among  some  of  those 
(Dothtfit. 

A  part  of  tte  Cherokee^  known  by  _.  _  _ 
(Aiekamaua.  InhaUting  fire  liQagBs  m  the  Tennes- 
Ma  Krer,  naia  long  been  In  the  ptaotJoe  of  eommit- 
ting  depredations  on  the  nelf^boring  aettlanienta. 

U  was  hoped  that  the  tnaty  of  HoLlon,  made  wi_ 
fta  Cherokee  natleii  in  JnW,  1T91,  would  have  pre- 
vented a  npetitiaD  of  tuch  dipredatiaas.  Bnt  lb« 
event  has  not  answered  thishopa.  The  Chickam^ia^ 
aided  br  xio"  banditti  of  anotbar  ttib^  In  theh!  vidu- 


s  not  imdentMid  that  anj  Ineach  of  treaty,  or 
aggiesaion  whatBoerer,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Statea,  or  flieir  dtixens,  a  even  alleged  as  a  pretext 
for  the  spirit  of  hnitititjr  in  this  qoarter. 

1  ban  raasim  to  believe  that  evei7  praotleable  exe^ 
lion  has  been  inade  fponoant  to  the  proidsion  br  law 
fmr  that  pnrpoae)  to  be  prepared  Ibr&ealtematiTe  of 
a  pToeeartionof  ttie  war,  In  the  event  of  afaihne  of 
paci&o  oTortorea.  A  large  pn^iortioa  of  the  troopa 
anthoriied  to  be  raised  have  been  reemitad,  thongh 
the  monber  is  sdU  inoranplete.  And  pains  have  been 
taken  to  discipline  and  pnC  them  in  condition  fbrtha 
particular  kind  of  asrvice  to  be  performed.  A  delaj 
of  operatictis  (besides  being  dictated  by  the  meainrea 
irtuoh  wera  panning  towards  a  padfio  tsrmination  of 
lar)  has  bean  in  ibelf  deemed  prehrabte  to  ha- 
re eflbita.  A  atatement,  f)nm  the  proper  De- 
partment, with  regard  to  Qiennmber  cf  troops  r^sed, 
and  acme  odwr  pdnts  which  have  been  saggeated, 
will  aflbrd  mora  precise  Information,  as  a  guide  to 
tiw  Le^alative  consnltaliolis ;  and  amoi^;  otiier 
thbgi^  will  enable  Congrees  to^adge  whetiier  some 
additional  ftimnlna  to  Ae  leormling  lerrice  may  not 


,  will  be  better  ascertained  In  the  course  d 
Iheaesdon;  and  It  iipn^arloaddjthatthaialbnna- 
tion  alluded  to  proceeds  npoo  the  aoppoaition  of  no 
material  exteiUion  of  the  mirit  of  hostility. 

diamin  the  sobject  of  Indian  aSain  wltb- 


Im^ans ;  withont  which  all  pacific  plans  tnnat 
ptore  nugatory.  To  enable,  by  competent  rewards, 
the  emplojment  of  qnalifled  and  Iznsty  pesrons  to  r»- 
nda  amcog  diem  as  agents  would  also  contribute  to 
the  pnaarvation  of  peace  and  good  iMdffhboriiood.  If 
hi  additien  to  tbeas  expedients,  an  eli^le  plan  conld 
be  derised  Ibr  promotii^t  dvilieation  among  the  fileod- 
ly  tribes,  and  for  oarrying  on  trade  with  them,  upon 
a  scale  equal  to  their  wants,  and  under  regnlations 
calculated  to  protect  them  from  imposition  and  ex- 
tortiim,  its  infliieDce  in  oeoientinK  their  interest  with 
onn,  could  not  bnt  be  considerable. 

The  piDspenms  state  of  our  rerenue  has  been  inti- 
mated. This  would  be  still  more  the  case  were  it  not 
for  the  hnpedimmts  whioh,  In  some  places,  oontinue 
to  ambanaas  the  ocdleolion  of  the  duties  on  sforit* 
distilled  within  the  Umtad  Statea  These  Impedi- 
menta have  lessened,  and  are  lessening,  in  loou  ex- 


contentment  with  the  law 


ipplied  to  the  oommnni^  at  large,  the 
he  law  appears  to  be  ptwnssiTe. 
hnreaaad  oppontion  havm^  late- 


But  symptoms  <rf  ,,       ...._.. 

)y  maninstad  themsehre*  in  certain  quarters,  I^ndged 
a  special  int«rpoaitlot>  on  my  part  proper  and  advisa- 
ble ;  and,  vndar  this  Impreation,  Imve  Issued  a  Pro- 
I'lnTn"'"'.  warning  agunst  all  onlawful  combinations 
and  prMeedings,  uvbig  fbr  their  oltjact  er  taadiog  to 
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obitnKi  tbe  Ww  in  foMtkn,  and  umaoiidiig  that  all ' 
kwhlir^*  andiiMuswaiddhe  ibictlj  pat  in  ezo- 
cvtiott  for  briiMfb^;  to  jiutim  Om  in&v^an  lh«no( 
and  •eciuing^*£enoa  AeiMx 

H«MBrM  luTe  also  been  t«k<n  for  tlia  [nmentira 
of  oflbndm;  and  Coi^icm  maj  Im  auomd  that 
nodiing  irittiii  oonMltitt'oul  and  l«nlUinili,  wliicli 
mar  depend  spoo  mi,  ifaall  b«  wanOng  to  umtand 
■unt^SnjnMsntboiitroftiiekin.  In  fnlfilling 
thii  tnut,  I  luall  oonnt  entiralj  iip<ia  the  ftaU  OMipaTa- 
tioD  of  tbe  otlHr  Papai  lunula  of  Iho  Gonramant, 
•ndi^co  tiM  nalooamppiat  of  ailfoodoitinni^ 

I  cannot  fivbaai  to  Mug  agdii  into  tbaTiew  of  tb« 
Lagidatnre  tlia  anlgeet  rfarariiloaof  tba  Jndidaij 
tjtUm.  AieprMOTta^on&om  thejndgaaof  dioSit- 
(raoe  Court,  wliidi  irillb«laidbeftre7Dti,iNrfnlBnit 
Mmet^the  IncoaTMiienoe*  tkat  are  eipaiianoad.  In 
tlw  ooom  of  tlic  eiecDticai  of  tte  lam,  oonsdntioBi 
alias  out  of  tin  Mmctiim  of  that  lyMem,  wUcb,  in 
■oma  oaaea,  ten^  to  ralai  th«ii  afBeacr.  ij  eotmacl- 
ed  vitli  this  nitfieot,  proviuoni  to  faoiUtato  the  tak- 
ing of  bail  upon  prooenu  out  of  the  Coortt  of  Htv 
tJoitad  StatsB,  and  a  ■DpplameDtar7  d<AnUioi]  of  of- 
fcnaaa  aniiut  tbe  Mnalitatioo  and  laws  «f  tbe  Daion, 
and  of  Uu  pnuiibmant  taimA  oflbnoei,  will,  it  ii 
preranwd,  be  found  tnsrAj  of  partlenlar  attentioL 

Obmratloni  on  tbe  ttian  c(  pease  with  other  nft- 
tiont  an  unneceamr.  It  woold  be  wiM^  bowsTer,  bj 
timeljr  praridonito  goard  agalnrt  tboM  acta  of  ooi 
own  citiMiia,  which  napA  tnid  to  diatnrb  it,  and  to 

aounelTee  in  aoondition  to  ^e  that  Mllrfarttn«to 
gn  naijoua  irtiich  we  may  lometinieBbara  oeoaaiai 
to  requite  from  them.  I  particnlariy  reeowmend  to 
jam  oonddeiatiCHi  the  maam  of  pnmntitiK  thoae  ag- 
gnmmi  by  oui  citiauu  on  the  teiritoy  of  other  na- 
Sooa,  andothninfractioiuof  tfaelaw  of  nattiau  which, 
ftuuiihing  juM  mlgectof  aamplaint,  might  endanger 
out  peace  with  them,  and,  in  general,  the  mainte- 
nanos  of  a  friendly  inteRsune  with  foreign  Powvn, 
will  be  preaenled  to  toot  attentian  by  the  ezpration 
of  the  law  for  that  purpoae,  which  taliei  jdaoa,  if  not 
miewed,  at  the  close  of  the  present  seedon. 

In  eieenljon  of  the  anthoritj  gireu  by  the  Legie- 
Istore,  maanma  haTe  been  taken  fiir  engaging  loine 
artist*  from  abroad  to  aid  in  the  enablishment  of  our 
Hint :  othen  haTe  been  employed  at  liome.  PnM- 
•lon  lias  been  made  for  the  reqniste  buildings,  and 
these  are  now  putting  into  prqwr  conditioa  far  the 
purposesof  tlieestabUtbment.    Tberelias  also  been 

want  of  .small  coins  in  ciioulatKMi  calling  the  first  at- 


The  regulation  of  fiirdgn  ooin 
wMb  the  prindples  of  onr  national  coinage,  as  being 
essential  to  their  doe  operatioD,  and  in  ordsr  to  our 
money  concerns,  will,  I  doBbt  not,  be  leaaraed  did 
completed. 

It  Is  represented  Chat  some  pmrldons  in  the  law 
which  estahhshes  the  Post  Office^  opwate.  In  experi- 
ment, against  the  trananisaon  of  newqiapera  to  dis- 
tant parti  of  the  counCi^.  ShonM  this,  upon  due  iO' 
qoiiy,  be  ibund  to  be  tbe  fact,  a  fiiU  conviotiou  of  the 
importance  of  facilitating  tlie  circolatiQa  of  political 
intelligence  and  inCormadon  will,  I  dcabt  not,  lead  to 
the  appUcatioD  of  a  remedy. 

The  adoptioa  of  a  conadtolioD  for  tlie  State  of  Ken- 
tncky  has  been  notified  to  me.  The  Legislature  will 
share  with  me  in  the  satiBfaotioD  which  arises  frtan  an 
event  interesting  to  the  happiness  of  the  part  of  the 
natiou  to  whioh  it  relate^  and  ooadniiTa  to  the  gmie- 
cal  Older. 


It  Is  proper  likewisB  to  inlbim  you,  tiiat,  anee  ^ 
last  oDMinmilfatitwtwfliesnl(}eet,  and  mfindMrna- 
oQtioBof  theaot*  serwaHy  maki^  pcnisiaB  fcrtts 
PublH  Debt,  and  for  the  rednolioo  tbereo<;  thrse  as* 
loans  bai«  been  effected,  eadilbr  Anemillioaa  (rfk- 
rins ;  one  at  Aotweip,  at  the  amnial  iotsmt  ef  liar 
and  ona^half  per  cent,  with  an  allowanoa  of  tmM  pa 
oeuL,  in  lien  ft  all  charges ;  and  tbe  other  two  rt 
Amsterdam,  at  the  annual  interest  of  (onr  par  eoit, 
with  an  allowancQ  of  fire  aitd  one-haV  per  easK,  ■ 
one  case,  and  of  five  per  cent  in  the  odur,  in  &ea  rf 
all  ehaij^et.  The  rales  cf  these  loan^  and  tha  ar- 
enmstucet  under  whioh  they  haie  bom  made^  m 
conflmations  of  the  hi^  state  ef  our  credit  ahnad. 

Among  tbe  otgectf  to  which  these  fundi  havE  bea 
dincted  to  be  ^^lied,  Ae  payment  <^  the  debts  dB 
to  certain  foreign  officers,  according  to  the  pronrion 
made  dnring  tbe  last  sesson,  has  been  emhtsced. 


le  attle  of  oor  na- 


I  cntCTtain  a  strong  hc^  mat  the  attle  i 
tional  Snaneea  is  now  n 
yon  to  enter  upon  a  syit 
ment  for  the  legnlar  redemption 
PubUo  Debt,  acoordii^  to  flte  right  which  £w  bsa 


wish  of  the  nation. 

Proviidon  Is  likewise  reqnidte  Ibr  the  r 
ment  of  ttie  loan  which  has  been  made  of  Ae  Buk 
of  the  Doited  States,  porsnant  to  As  elsveulh  ■  itiin 
of  the  act  by  whidi  ft  fs  Incmporated  ;  in  fblffltiif 
the  public  stipiilationA  in  this  particnlar,  It  is  expect- 
ed a  Taluahle  saring  will  be  made. 

Appropriations  fbr  the  corrent  sernce  of  the  en&n- 
ing  year,  and  for  such  eztnordtnaiies  as  may  requin 
prorisioD,  will  demand,  and  I  doubt  not  will  engage, 
your  eariy  attenlioil. 

GnOemn  ^  At  BaaU,  a 

of  Vie  Boat  of  Bepn 

I  content  myaelf  witii   recalHng  your   attenrik^ 

goierally,  to  such  objects,  not  particolariiad  in  my 

present,  as  have  been  suggested  in  my  (ormei  cntn- 


nnications  to  yon. 
Various  temporal}  laws 


n  will  expire  during  the  prv- 
■Kia.  juuDDg  thess,  that  which  regulataa 
id  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes  wiU  merit 


The  resultsofyeuroommondelJbetKtlani  hitherto, 
win,  I  trust,  be  prodoctiTe  of  solid  and  dorabla  srd- 
vantagesto  our  constituents ;  such  as,  by  concifiating 
more  and  mora  thor  ultimate  snfBage,  will  taod  U 
Arengthen  and  oanfirm  theb:  attaduncDt  to  that  ooa- 
sdlodoo  ef  Goremment  iqion  whidi,  nnder  Diiias 
ProvidsDoe,  materially  dl^end  their  Union,  Adr 
•afMy,  and  their  li^i|aiiBK 

Swl  Authai  to  promote  and  seonre  these  Ineati- 
mable  endi^  there  isnothii^  which  can  have  amen 
powstfol  tendew^,  than  the  careM  cuhiralioii  of  hai^ 
mony,  combined  with  a  doe  regatd  to  stability  in  d)« 
publu  ooancil& 

O.  WASHMQTON. 

UiniKD  Suna,  HovaaAtr  6, 17S3. 


The  FsmmiiT  at  tbi  Uheto  Suth  h«*- 
og  retired,  uid  tbe  two  Hooaca  being  iq**- 

Ordtrad,  That  Ue«v>.  Stboxo,  Kno,  wd 
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BuTKiBroxD,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  and 
report  the  draft  of  an  Addreesto  thePBSnmKirr 
or  TBI  UinTZD  Statsb,  in  anaver  to  bis 
Bpeecb  tbis  dny,  to  both  Eousee  of  CongreM 
Mmrened  in  the  Senate  Obamber. 
,  Orderad,  That  the  Bpeeob  of  the  Pbbshibitt 
Of  THi  Uhttk)  Statib,  deli»«red  this  day,  be 
I^ted  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

TmiBBOAT,  November  8, 

John  Hkiist,  trom  tbe  State  (tf  Uaijland, 
Attended,  and  took  lua  aeaU 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  coonderaliaQ  the  Address  reported  by 
tbe  committee  to  the  FsKatoKsr  or  thb  Viot- 
■D  Brxns,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  CoDgreas;  which,  being  recommitted 
and  amendments  reported,  waa  agreed  to,  m 
amended. 

Oritrti,  That  the  same  oommittee  wait  on 
ttie  PaaaiDEST  o>  tbb  Urttsd  States,  and  de- 
lire  him  to  aoqnikint  tbe  Senate  at  what  time 
sod  plwB  it  niU  be  moat  oonvement  for  him 
tlut  it  ihoold  be  presented. 

Hr.  Stroso,  from  tlie  abofe-mentioned  com- 
nutUe,  reported  that  the  Frksident  ot  ihi 
Unitid  SrATia  proposed  to  receive  the  Ad- 
dress of  tbe  Senate  at  11  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FsiiiAT,  November  9, 

The  Senate  waited  en  the  Prwdbht  or  the 
UnxED  BrATEg  at  his  own  bonse,  and  the  Psi»- 
mtirr  pro  tempore,  in  their  name,  commnni- 
cated  to  him  the  Address  agreed  to  on  the  8th 
instant,  which  is  tm  follows: 
Hi  da  lYaidtKl  aflia  UHOtdStatei! 

Aec^t,  nr,  oar  gnteTol  acknowledgmeati  foryoni 
AddrcM  4t  the  opening  of  the  pnMnC  niuoD.  Wa 
puticipite  with  you  in  the  utuTwlIon  ariginff  from 
tin  oontiaaaDOe  of  tbe  genenl  prospeii^  of  &a  ua- 
tim,  bul  it  is  DOC  irithoaC  tbe  moit  liucara  conoam 
that  WB  jue  informed  that  the  raitented  effort*  which 
have  been  rosde  to  Mtablisb  peace  with  Oie  hoiCilB 
hidauM,  have  hitherto  fmiled  to  accomplitb  that  de- 
■Kd  objecL  Hoping  ibmt  the  meHona  itlU  dipeod- 
iif  may  piore  more  mcceufiil  than  thoM  wtiidi  have 
pnnded  them,  w<  duU  aeveithelen  ooucnr  in  ever; 
Mcntuy  picpeiation  for  tbe  alteniatiTe ;  and,  ihonid 


>,  win  emore  our 

decided  oo-operMion  in  every  meaion  which  iball  be 
dtenied  nqniate  for  Cbeii  proteetian  and  nfety. 

It  the  Bnie  tJme  that  we  aTow  the  obligatiao  of 
Ihe  GomTunent  to  afford  iti  ptotectian  to  evriy  pan 
of  tlia  Union,  we  cannot  nfrmm  &om  expreHLDg  onr 
legRt  ihM  even  a  xmall  portion  of  our  f^'.ow-citinni 
h  aoy  qoarter  of  it  ihontd  have  oombiDsd  to  oppoae 
tlu  operaUoD  of  Um  law  for  the  oollection  of  dodea  on 
fiiiu  dittilled  within  the  Uaited  States :  a  law  re- 
peatedly nnetioDed  by  the  antfaority  of  tbe  nstkn, 
•nd,  at  tU*  jnnctare,  materially  onuiected  with  tbe 
—^  and  protection  of  tlKise  who  oppon  It.  Slunld 
Ibe  meana  alnady  adapted  faD  in  neoring  obedience 
>o  Ibli  law,  ndi  ftirtbar  mBMnna  a*  may  tie  ^MMigbt 
-•  epen&ci 


Mcasaaiy  to  cany  the  m 


eamiot  fail  to  receive  the  apptobatioa  of  tlw  Lc^s- 
latnre,  andtba  (oppcrtef  every  patilotladtiian. 

It  ylelda  ni  paitienlat  pleainre  to  learn,  tfaM  the 
prodnctiveneM  rfthe  rwenne  of  the  preuDt  yearwiH 
probably  sopersedetbenecei^tyof  anyadditicnialtax 
fi»  the  urvice  of  the  next. 

The  cnaniiation  of  the  government  of  the  State 
of  Kentoi^j  bung  an  event  pecaliarlf  inCereib'ng  to 
a  part  of  our  ftllow-citiieni,  and  conducive  to  die 
general  order,  aAbrds  us  pardcnlar  utfifactiDn. 

We  are  happy  to  leam  that  the  high  itate  et  onr 
eiedit  abroad  hai  been  erincod  by  tlie  teimi  on  irtilch 
the  new  team  have  beeo  negotiated. 

In  tbe  coniMof  the  Mtoon  we  iball  proceed  to  take 
into  connderation  the  aeverai  ohjeoti  which  jon  have 
been  pleued  to  reconuaend  to  our  attention ;  and, 
keeping  in  view  the  importance  of  union  and  liability 
in  ue  pobllo  conncDs,  we  sizall  labor  to  render  ow 
deddon*  oondnetve  to  the  la&tj  and  bqipiueu  of  ooi 
ooontry. 

Ve  npeat  with  plessore  onr  ammnccs  of  oodS- 
dence  in  yoor  Administration,  and  onr  ardent  widl 
that  your  nnabated  leal  for  the  pnblio  good  m«y  be 
rewarded  by  the  dorable  procpeiity  of  tlu  nation,  and 
eveiy  ingnidieut  of  penonal  hanuoeu. 

JOHN  LANGCON, 

PrttidoUpn  teiipiim. 

To  this  Address,  the  PBBBniBnT  of  thb  Usit- 
ID  Staxes  was  pleased  to  make  the  following 
reply: 

I  derive  much  pleasure,  gentlemen,  from'yeui  Tety 
latiifBAtDry  Addren.  Tlie  renewed  aanraooei  of  yov 
eonfidSDoe  in  my  Administration,  and  tlie  ezpreuiaii 
of  you  wish  for  my  pemnal  luffineu,  dam  and 
leouve  my  particnlai  acknawledgment&  In  my  fb- 
tiire  eodeavor  fbr  the  pnblio  weukre,  to  wbidi  my 
daly  may  call  ma,  I  ihall  ikot  cease  to  eeont  i^on 
the  firm,  enlightened,  and  patriotio  nqiport  rf  tlw 
Senate. 

G.  WASHINCITON. 

Tbe  Senate  retnmed  to  their  Ohamber. 


MamAT,  November  13. 
Bakuei.  Johnston,  fhnn  the  Bt^te  of  'Sorih 
Carolina,  and  Joseph  Stastok,  from  the  Stat« 
of  Rhode  Islimd,  Mtended. 


Waxanau.T,  November  14, 
The  petition  of  William  Dnnbar,  ezecator  of 
the  last  will  and  testAment  of  Qeorse  Oalpljin, 
deceased,  late  a  Commissioner  of  Indian  afikirs, 
waa  presented  and  read,  praying  in  belialf  of 
the  children  of  the  laid  George  Oalphin,  that 
ilie  oompensatioB  allowed  to  the  other  Commb- 
sio^ers  of  Indian  af^rs  may  be  extended  to  them, 
the  legal  representatives  of  their  late  father. 

On  motion  that  this  petition  lie  referred  to  a 
committee,  it  passed  in  the  n^ative. 


Fbidat,  November  23. 
RiOHABD  BuaiTT,  from  the  State  of  Dd»- 
wve,  attended  and  took  Ma  we»L 


.  Goot^lc 
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Thdbsday,  Jaonary  S,  1T98. 

A  motiOD  wu  made  Hid  leconded  tbat  the 
Benato  adopt  the  foUowiitg  Tmolntiona,  to  wit : 

<■  Saolvai,  That  U»  Senata  of  the  UoHad  Stafai 
an  iiidiTidnaUy  reapoiuible  fiir  tb«ir  contact  tatheii 
oaDititaaiiti,  «ho  are  entitled  to  ■ach  iufamiatlaa  ■■ 
wQl  suable  Uieiii  to  fonn  ajnit  MtinutB  tharaoT. 

"  RtfJvad,  That  the  joiimaU  *l«  bra  Tohiimiunu 
and  ezMDiiTe  to  drcolate  aanrTall^ ;  and,  if  it  wera 
odieTWlu,  that  the  hifonnatum  Aej  ooDtain,  ai  to  tba 
pAuiiplei,  moti*ei,  and  deiigoa  of  iadiTidnal  mem- 
Mn,  i*  Inodtqaate. 

"  Raolvti,  That  tMi  infonnation,  defsetiTa  ai  It  is, 
baoome*  more DOgatoij  and  dehuira,  iDpn^artioDB* 
Oie  occaaioD  for  it  incraaM*,  nnoa  the  Sanata  maka 
dteir  own  Jonniali. 

"  Umtlnd,  That  the  eouhieting  tH  Q»  La^ilatira 
and  Jndidal  power*  of  die  Stoala  mpdblla,  and  m£- 
fertng  an  account  c^  their  meaamai  aad  deliberatknii 
to  be  pobUihed  in  the  newi^per^  i*  the  beat  meam 
of  ditfoBD^  gaoeial  infoflDatioD  oODoeming  the  prin- 
sqdoiv  motiTu,  and  cuvliict  of  indiTidnal  membart ; 
and  that,  b;  withholding  thit  infotmation,  nspooB- 
UUtf  b«come<  BiuTBiling^  tba  inAiwDCe  oC  thdr  cao~ 
■titnenta  OT«f  ona  branch  c£  the  LegiBlatDre,  in  a 
great  meaaora,  anolhilated,  and  the  iMSt  ncnritj 
which  eiperience  hu  dCTiied  ag^nit  the  abuse  of 
powET  and  a  maUdminlatratioa  abaiidflnad. 

"  Betabjtd,  tlierrfan,  Hat  it  be  a  etandlng  rale 
that  the  ioan  of  the  Senate  Chamber  remun  open 
whilst  the  Senate  shall  be  atting  in  aLi^idative  and 
JndicatlTe  capacity,  eioept  on  Rich  ocoauoni  aa,  in 
their JndgiDenl,  may  reqaire  nciacy;  and  that  thii 
nil«  di^oommenca  and  be  In  frace  on  the  flnt  i»ff 
of  the  next  «eMion  of  Ccoffem. 

"  Rentttd,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  le- 
qoeat  the  Commiadoners  of  the  (^  and  oomi^  of 
Philadelphia  to  caaf«  a  proper  gatlm;  to  be  errcted 
for  the  accommodatioD  of  an  aadlsiKe.'' 

On  motion  that  the  reaolrea  nov  proposed 
be  printed  fur  the  oee  of  the  Senate,  it  paaaed 
in  Uie  negative. 

Orderta,  That  the7  lie  on  the  table,  and  that 
the  connderatioQ  thereof  be  the  order  of  the 
d»7  for  the  first  Ifooday  in  February  nezL 

Fbidat,  Juiaary  4. 
The  Senate  reaamed  the  aeoond  reading  of 
tlie  lull  respecting  fiigitivee  from  Josti^  and 
persona  tecaping  from  the  aenice  of  thmr  mas- 
ters, and  the  report  of  the  oommittee  thereon; 
and,  after  debate,  the  conud«raton  thereof  was 
fiirtber  postponed. 

Friut,  Jomiarj  18. 

The  bin  respecting  fb^tiTes  from  Jtiatioe  and 

persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  their  maa- 


dred  dollars,''  for  thepnrpoeeof  iusertingalees 
sunt  in  section  4th,  the  penalty  on  "  onj  person 
who  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  obstmct  or 
hinder  snch  claimant,  his  agent  or  attorney,  in 
■0  oeizing  or  arresting  snch  fagitive  from  labor, 
or  shall  rescue  snch  ^gitive  from  snch  claimant, 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  when  ao  arrested,  por- 


snaot  to  the  anthority  herein  giTeii  or  deekied, 
pr  shall  harbor  or  conceal  snch  persoo,  after 
notice  that  be  or  she  was  a  fogitive  from  iabcr 
as  afbreeaid ;"  it  passed  in  the  n^atJTv. 

^Moba^  that  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  ci- 
grassed,  amd  that  the  title  uiereof  ba,  "  Ad  iit 


KoRDAT,  Febnury  4. 

RtORASD  Potts,  from  the  Sfite  of  Maryland, 
qipointed  in  place  of  Gkuilb  Oa^Boix,  n- 
signed,  prodoMd  his  credentials,  and  took  Ids 
seat. 

Agreaably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Seoata 
proceeded  to  consider  the  motion  made  the  Sd 
ofiannory,  179S,  "That  the  doors  of  the  Soiale 
Chamber  remun  open  whilst  the  Senate  AaO 
be  sitting  in  tbeir  Legislative  aitd  JodkatiTa 
neDamtT." 


On  mottOQ  tst  Uie  previona  qaeelioB,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  question  be  now  put  on  the  fidlowiag 
preliminary  resolntious  t 

"Jteialeid,  That  the  Senate  of  the  StatM  an,  b- 
dlvidaally,  reqranaible  for  Iheir  oandnct  to  Aair  «am- 
ititiMiita,  wlio  are  entitled  to  snch  mfbnnatioa  a*  wiD 
enable  ^em  to  fbtm  a  just  eitlniate  thereof: 

"  Jtaotnd,  That  the  joomali  are  too  TohimhioM 
and  expennre  to  circulate  genenJIy  ;  and,  if  it  wen 
otherwise,  that  the  infbimatioa  thej  contain,  u  to  Ae 
prlncdple^  jnodnw,  and  deagns,  Of  In^Tidoal  mcm- 
hm,  u  inadeqnate  : 

"  Raalvtd,  That  thii  Infonnallon,  defective  as  it  H 
beaomes  more  nucatiny  and  delnsve,  in  pnfKirtion  M 
the  oocasion  for  it  indeaaei,  unce  the  Senate  utsks 
their  own  journals: 

"Bfclivd,  That  the  ooodocting  of  the  Legislafii* 
and  Jodicial  powers  of  tiu  Senate  in  public,  and  Esf- 
fering  an  account  of  their  meamrss  and  delibaratioas 
to  be  pnbHihed  in  the  newipapen,  is  the  best  meaai 
of  diSiting  general  infbnnation  ocneeming  the  pria- 
oipIeiS  motivsi,  and  oondoot,  of  individnal  memben: 
and  that,  by  widihalding  thjs  Inlbnaatioa,  ittfODn- 
bili^  bec(»Des  nnaT^lin^  the  taflaeOM  of  tivir  ecm- 
■titaenCi  over  one  branch  of  the  Legislatore  in  a 
great  meosnre  annihilated,  and  the  best  ssosrity 
which  ezpeiiBDee  has  devised  against  flie  ■boss  a 
power  and  ■  maladm  jnistrafinn  abandoned : 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays  31,  as 
foUows : 

Tku, — Uesn^  Ban,  Bnllar,  Edwaida,  Gonn,  Hi*- 
loe,  Pott*,  and  Taylor. 

NliB.— Uevn.  Buoett,  Biadlsy,  Brown,  Calw^ 
Dickinsau,  Glliwoidi,  Foetv  Hawkins,  Heniy,  Johs- 
ston,  Inrd,  King,  Laiudon,  HcrTii,  Bead,  Bobinsaa, 
Entheiford,  SCuttn,  German,  Strong  and  Wtngils. 

And  on  motion  to  agree  to  the  DUUn  qnestion, 

"  Rfmktd,  Unrt/ort,  That  tt  be  a  staodii^  ai*, 
that  the  doon  of  the  Senate  Chamber  renuin  open 
whilst  the  Senate  shall  be  sitting  in  a  L^jislatinsad 
Judicative  capacity,  except  on  snch  occasions  as,  to 
their  jndgment,  may  teqnire  socrocy  i  "  "'"'  "^~ 
mle  wall  commence  and  be  in  foroe  oi 
of  the  next  sesaiini  of  CoograM. 

It  passed  in  tbe  negative— yeaa  10,  nafi  lfl» 
0*  follows: 


inthafiitt  day 
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Tub.— Hann.  Brown,  Burr,  Bndtr,  Edward*, 
Gum,  HawUna,  Eii^,  Uooroa,  Potta,  and  Taylor. 

NJH^-UotK  BMWt^  Bndl^,  Cabot,  Dickiiuini, 
Eniworth,  Voatar,  Homy,  Jobnttnk,  Iwd,  Laogdan, 
Uorrti,  Rsad,  Robinaon,  Eaibmbii,  Sbennaa,  SOm- 
Ion,  Strong  and  Wlagata, 

On  the  QQMtioa  to  agree  to  the  last  reeoln- 
tiofi  moved  for  on  thu  sabject,  It  paawd  in  the 
segatiTe. 

Tdisdat,  Fabmarr  6. 


I  Senate,  tliat  the  Hoom  of  Repre- 
wntativee  have  resolved,  that  a  conimitl'ee  he 
appointed  to  join  auch  committee  as  maj  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate  to  asoertain  and  report 
a  mode  of  eiamioing  the  Totes  for  PsEsiDEirT 
lod  Vioi  PRMiD«(fT,  and  of  notifying  the  per- 
sons who  ihall  be  elected  of  thdr  election ;  and 
toi  re^nUtiiig  tlie  time,  place,  and  manner,  of 
administering  the  oath  <a  office  to  the  Paiai- 
dekt;  aod  hare  ^>p(^tedaoommittee  on  their 
part. 

This  resotntioa  of  the  Honse  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate  for  concnrrence,  entitled, 
"An  act  respecting  fngitives  from  juaUoe,  and 
penons  eecapmg  from  the  service  of  their  mas' 
t«ra,"  and  agreed  to  the  amendment,  to  wit; 
To  strike  ont  the  word  "  deemed,"  in  section 
finL 


Wkdhudat,  Febrnary  6. 

Hie  Senateptoceeded  to  consider  the  reeoln- 
fiui  of  the  Honse  of  Representativea,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed,  to  Join  snch  committee 
IS  may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  aaoertain 
and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for 
PmcDiT  and  Tiob  PKniDnrr,  and  of  notify- 
ing the  persons  who  shall  be  elected  of  their 
Section,  sdA  for  regulating  the  time,  place  and 
maimer  of  administering  the  oath  of  ofBoe  to 
the  PaniDEirr. 

Smktd,  That  the  Senate  eimcnr  in  this 
raolntion,  and  that  Messrs.  Eine,  Izabd,  and 
Snovs  bis  the  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the 
Benate. 

IfoBDAT,  Febmary  11. 
Ur.  Enrs,  from  the  joint  committee,  appointed 
Ibe  tth  Febmary,  instant,  reported  that  the  two 
HoQMS  shonld  assemble  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
en  Wednesday  neit,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  that 
CM  wnoa  be  appointed  a  teller,  tm  the  part  of 
the  Benata,  to  make  a  list  of  the  votes  as  they 
duQ  be  declared ;  that  the  rMult  ahail  be  de- 
livered to  the  PusmENT  of  the  Senate,  who 
dull  annonnce  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  the 
psnrau  elected,  to  the  two  Hoosea  aaiembled 
M  albieeaid ;  which  ahall  be  deemed  a  declara- 
ToL.  L— SS 


tion  of  the  persona  elected  FsntDEin  and  Vios 
Psssmrarr,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the 
votes,  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  two 
Honsea,  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

TuMDAT,  Febroaiy  IS. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tivee  informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hooae  of 
Repreeentatives  agree  to  tba  report  of  the  j(Aat 
oommittee  appointed  the  Sth  of  Febmary,  in- 
stant, respecting  the  manner  of  coonting  the 
TOtee  for  PiutsiDKin;  axd  Viox  Pbuidbkt  or 

K  Cnitxd  States. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kofo  be  wpointed,  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  a  teller  of  the  votes  for 

PbESIDBNT  ASD  YiOK  pBEamiNT  OF  THE  UlOTBD 

Statis,  conformably  to  the  report  of  the  ^otai 
committee,  agreed  to  the  11th  inatant 

WEnmsnAT,  Febniary  IS. 

Orderid,  That  the  Secretary  notdiy  the  Honse 

of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  are  ready  to 

meet  them  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  attend 

the  opening  and  counting  the  vote  fbr  Pbbbi- 

nEHT     AND    VlOB     PbKSIDBHT    OF    THE    IJnITED 

Statkb,  as  tbe  constitntion  provides. 

The  two  Honses  having  accordingly  assembled, 
the  certiflcatea  of  the  Electors  of  the  fifteen 
States  in  tbe  Union,  which  came  by  eiprea^ 
were,  by  the  Vice  PmutDBxr,  opened,  reao,  end 
delivered  to  the  t«ller8  appointed  for  the  pnr- 
poee,  who,  having  exammed  and  ascertained 
the  votes,  presented  a  list  of  them  to  the  Vm 
PBEemBnr;  which  list  was  read  to  the  two 
Honses,  and  is  as  follows : 

FOB  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
New  Hampaliire, 
Masuehiuetla, 


Connectiont, 


NewT«k, 
New  Jeney, 
PontiaylTaiita, 
Delawan, 
MaiyUnd,  . 
Vii^a, 
Kentucky, 
Nonh  CATdHna, 
Sooth  Camlina, 
Georgia, 


FOR  JOHN  ADAMS. 


Rhode  Iiland,   . 
CooDectimt, 
Termont, 
New  Jeney, 
Pnuuylvania,  . 
Delaware,  ; 
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ABBII>OHENT  Ot  TfitB 


FOa  QEOBQE  CUNTON. 

HawToA, IS 

PrauaylniiU,         ....  1 

Tliginia,  .  .  .31 

North  CantBu,      ....  13 

OwbK * 

SO 
FOK  TH0UA3  JEFFEBSON. 
Kaatnckr,       .....       4 

FOR  AlBON  BURB. 
Sovtb  CaioliDa,  .  .  .  ,       1 

Whweapop  tbe  Vio  Paamxin  declared 
CteoBOi  W AeHnmTox  onaziimoasly  elected  Psn- 
ii»iiT  4tf  tbe  Umm  Statu,  for  the  period  of 
fbar  jeftra,  to  oommenoe  witli  the  fourth  day  of 
2broh  next;  end  Josh  Adamb  elected  bj  a 
iJonlitj  of  Totes,  View  Pnarorar  of  the 
UmTiD  Stath,  f<a  the  same  period,  to  com- 
mence with  the  4tb  da;  of  ICaroh  neit. 

After  which,  the  Yimi  FaaoxsT  delivered 
the  daplicate  certificates  of  the  Electors  of  tbe 
•eTeral  States,  reoeired  by  poat,  together  with 
those  which  came  bj  eiprese  to  the  Secretarj 
(rftheBenatft. 

The  two  HoQsei  theDS^[wU«d,  and  the  Bea.- 
atn  aifymxatA. 

Thcbsdat,  February  14. 

Jb.  Kino,  from  the  oomnuttee  appointed  tbe 
6tb  iostant,  tA  Join  the  oommittee  on  tbe  put  of 
the  HoDSe  of  Represeatativee,  to  report  a  mode 
of  noti^ng  the  person  who  eboolu  be  elected 
I^BsoEHT  or  XHK  UinrXD  Siatm  of  bis  elec- 
tion, anbniitted  the  following  reaolre ; 

Seiohed,  That  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to 
Jdn  guoh  committee  b8  aball  be  appointed  bj  the 
Honae  of  Repreaentadvee,  to  wait  on  the  Pns- 
iDKBT  and  notify  him  <^  his  tmaoimocu  t^ 
electioD  to  tbe  office  of  PBmnKm  or  rax 
XJtntMD  SriTie. 

And  tbe  report  was  ad<npted.  Ordered,  That 
VeaerB,  Eraa,  Iuxd,  and  Stboho,  be  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  tbe  Senate. 

A  menage  from  the  Honae  of  Bepresentativea 
infttrmed  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
■entalives  have  adopted  the  report  of  the  joint 
oommittee,  appointed  the  6tb  instant,  to  aeoer- 
tain  and  report  a  mode  of  ezaminiog  tbe  votes 
for  FBiaiDiRT  and  Viob  PKien>un  or  thk 
UirmD  SvATBa,  and  for  other  pnrposes;  and 


Fbidat,  Febroary  IS. 

Jit.  Euro,  from  the  Joint  committee  appointed 
for  that  parpoee,  reported : 

"  That  pnrsoADt  to  the  reeolntiaaa  of  tbe  14th 
instant,  the  Joint  oommittee  of  the  Benate  and 
House  of  Bepresentatires  have  this  daj  waited 


on  the  PsBstDKHT,  and  notified  bim  of  bia  nnsB- 
imona  re-election  to  tba  office  of  PBunm 
OF  rat  Unhxd  BiAxn." 

UossAT,  Febmary  IS, 
On  motion  to  adopt  tbe  following  resolntioa, 
to  wit: 

AMbd;  Hat  the  Secntaiy  of  the  Tnmmy  la 
[nitniotsd  to  TeriM  tba  HXKiaiit  of  the  paDBoo  prabd 
bj  Congnai  for  tba  ednotioa  and  board  of  Hi^ 
tfenar,  ub  of  tbe  lata  Oenanl  Hwmt,  ftoa  «■  itf 
to  As  pnsaot  period,  and  oonaot  anj  bitoi  that  taw 
bava  taken  place  thcnta,  pning  all  arraaragi^  I 
auj  BOW  dna ;  and  that  ha  likewin  pa^  taaniilw 
wilboot  BooDont,  Bnimally,  aod  ondl  hit  adacatioa 
■hall  be  oomplatad,  for  that  nirpoao,  la  tha  gaariiiii 
t€  the  aaid  Bn^  the  nun  of  roor  bandied  doUara 

It  wa»  agreed  to  poatpone  the  ooarideratitm 
of  ttds  motiOB  mitil  to-motrow. 

T&nE8i>aT,  Febraarj  S8. 
The  VioK  Presidbnt  bud  before  tbe  Senate  a 
oertificAt«,  pnrporting  that  tbe  Legialataie  ot 
the  Oomroonwealtb  of  Penosjivania  have  this 
day  chosen  Albbbt  Qallitik  a  Senator  of  tb* 
United  BUtee. 

^nuT,  Uarob  1. 
The  Fbxsidxnt  Ud  before  the  Senate  a  Let 
tor  fhmi  tbe  Secretarr  of  tbe  Department  at 
State,  endomng  a  triplicate  certificate  of  tba 
votes  of  the  Electors  of  the  State  of  EentBck; 
for  Fnamnrr  and  Vioa  Fvkbidsst  or  m 
UmTBD  SriTn,  obtained  by  esprees,  Bent  frin 
tbe  seat  of  Oovemment,  as  tbe  law  providta 

Satosdai,  March  3. 
Hi.  Emo,  from  the  oommittee  u>pointed  tliii 
day  on  tbe  commnnication  of  tbe  PaasroUT  <a 
THK  UtnrxD  States,  relaliTe  to  his  taking  tbe 
oath  of  office,  reported  that  the  Secretarr  in- 
form tbe  House  of  Representatives  that  tba 
PamDaHT  or  nnt  TJsrnu>  Staxks  will,  on  Moa- 
daj  next,  take  the  oath  of  office  required  bj 
the  oonstitntion,  in  tbe  Benate  Chamber,  it 
twelve  o-'dook'  and  that  be  infirm  tbe  Fns- 
UEHT  or  TB>  UiiiTKii  Statu  that  the  Swat* 
will  be  in  season  at  that  time.  And  the  rqiort 
waa  adopted. 

8FE0IAL  SESSION. 

UoiTDAT,  Hanih  4. 

In  aonformlty  to  tbe  imnmona  from  the  Fbb- 

idxst    or   THB  Ukitbd   Statu,    tbe    Seaite 

assembled  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

The  Hon.  Jobs  Lasodov,  President  f>r«  tfl*- 
pore,  read  the  smnmons  of  tfae  PBBBmuR  oa 
THB  TJiriTBi)  States,  as  follows: 

n<  AwiAmt  qfOn  United  SbOt* 

to  Ae  PretUaU  of  lie  8auU  : 
Cartain  matten,  toncUng  tbe  pnblie  Mod,  r•;u^ 
1)^  that  tiie  Smala  ahdl  ba  anroDad  oD]f<MJ 
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[Bmn. 


Aa  MiinMurt,  I  h^n  dtdnd  ttuiT  iMBaiKaix,  m  I 
doTonn,  bj  tlM*a  {mMtiti^  at  tfaa  Sanate  Cbunber, 
in  Philadelphia,  n  Outd^;  thUi  and  dien  to  re- 
eafra  uid  dalibcvate  on  such  i*f>iinmiTiVTati"tii  aa  ihalt 
bimadatona  aniSTpart. 

0,  WASEINGTOH. 

JTarnl  1,  ITSS. 

The  followiiig  Bmaton  we  preaent: 

Jobs  Lakodoit,  from  New  Hampahire. 

GioBeB  Oabot,  from  Uaaiaolnuetis, 

Thiodobi  FoaiiK,  from  Bhode  lalind. 

Oum  EuMwoxiB  and  Books  Shkkiuii, 
from  CcHineotiont. 

Bditb  EmoE,  from  Hew  York, 

JoBN  BDTBKBToaD,  from  New  Jene^. 

BoBKBT  MoRKiB,  ttom  PemuflvaiiijL. 

OiOKoa  Read,  from  Didaware. 

JoaKHxKBTBiidRioHaBsFom^  fromUaij- 
lind. 

Juds  UoKBOX,  from  YirginiA. 

Jobs  Baowir  and  Johh  eSwabdb,  from  Ken- 
tacky. 

BiNjuinr  HAWKna,  from  North  Oartdua. 

Balfh  Izabd,  from  Sooth  Car(diit&, 

Jiiou  GcKK,  frnn  Oeorgia. 

BtMDXL  LivBBifOBK,  from  tbe  State  of  Ifew 
Buapahire,  prodtieed  his  credenti&U  and  took 
hi*  leat  in  the  Senate ;  and  the  oath  waa  ad- 
ministered to  him  b^  uie  PaianiKKT  of  the  Se- 
nate, *a  the  law  proFides. 

Agreeahlj  to  not)c«  given  hy  the  Pbb8ii>eiit 
Of  THK  TInited  BtATBs,  On  the  2d  inetant,  he 
Game  to  the  Senate  Chamber  and  took  hUaeat  fn 
the  chair  csoallT  aaaigned  the  PsiaiDBiiT  of  the 
Ekoate,  who,  on  this  oooasion,  was  seated  at  the 
right,  and  in  adranoe  of  the  PranDKNT  or 
UxnsD  Statbb  ;  a  seat  on  the  left,  and  also  in 


„  op^  the  Head*  <d 
the  Department^  ForrigD  Minutera,  the  lat« 
Speaker,  and  sooh  memhera  of  the  ute  Hooae 
of  RepraaentatiTe*  m  were  in  town,  together 
with  as  maof  other  speotatoni  ui  oonid  he  ao- 
oommodated,  were  preeent. 

After  a  short  panse,  the  Prbbidxiit  of  the  Se- 
nate arose,  and  addrefeed  the  P 
Ubitid  Statss,  as  follows: 

"Sra:  One  of  lb 
aa  United  BMtt  Is  dow  praaen^  m 
miniiter  to  yon  du  oath  raqnired  b;  th«  oonatitatkm 
to    be  taken   by  the  rniwtnaiiT  of  vat  V»aB> 

On  which  the  Prmsbnt  o>  vbm  Ubttbd 
Stars,  rising  from  his  seat,  was  pleased  to 
address  theandienos  as  foUowa : 

"FKuow.Cm^BM:  I  am  tigtbi  called  open,  by 
tha  Tidce  of  my  ooonti^te  axeonte  ths  ftntcdana  it 
itaChlaf  UagMrata.  Whan  Jha  oocadon  pn^er  fbt 
it  alull  airira,  I  ahaH  endaans  to  anifaai  0\»  high 
Mnie  1  antntam  of  tl^  diiCJogviahed  honor,  '*^  id 
tha  confidenoe  vludi  bu  bean  repoaad  in  ma  by  Ibe 
people  of  Oniled  America. 

"  Pnrioiu  to  the  aieoation  (/ any  oAoial  aot  of  dM 
PuBiuun,  Qm  ocostitotlan  nqnirea  an  oath  of  offlcs. 
TUi  <Mih  I  am  now  about  to  take,  and  In  your  pn- 
aence;  diat,  if  it  abaQ  be  (bond,  during  my  admlm*- 
of  the  Gorermuent,  I  have,  ii  ~ 


iahment)  be  mlgect  to  the  npbmidingi  of  all  who  at* 
now  witneiaea  c^  tba  preient  lolenm  ceramony." 

Jndge  CoSHiRa  then  administered  the  oath  of 
office  required  by  the  oonstdtntioD ;  after  which, 
the  PsBsntiiiT  01  THX  TJairxn  Statu  reldred, 
and  the  qMotators  dispersed. 

After  Mting  imon  several  nraninations  n.- 
cetved  trma  the  nHroBsr,  the  Sanate  a^oon- 
edfuwiia. 
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SECOND  CONGEESS.-SECOM)  SESSIOU. 


PB0CEEDIHO8  AND  DEBATES 
THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


MoKSAT,  NoTember  S,  170S. 

This  beini  th»  daj  qipointod  b^  Ikw  for  the 

meeting  of  the  |p«Mnt  OonsreM,  the  (bllowing 

mtnitw*  amami,  prodnoed  their  orodeDtialB, 

and  took  thdr  leats : 


SunriL  IdTiBMOBX,  and  Jkbxmuh  Buth. 

.Awn  MatmehvMttt,  Fvana  Ataa,  Shxab- 
JUHUB  Bomtm,  ELBBii>ai  Okret, 
GooDHD^  GioBflK  Thatobib, 
Wabd. 

/Vi>m  .£fto(2*  /floTui^  Oxoksi  J-KOViMt,  Bxn- 
jAUtir  BousBK. 

/Vma  Coniuetieut,  AiuoA  LkABno,  Joha.- 
THAB    Btubou,  and    JoNATHui    TBuxBinx, 


id  Abixius 


.TVwm  K«rni«f)t;  N^TELunxc  NiLis  and  Ibsaxl 

SXTTH. 

.JVwnJVma  Fori,  ^anr  Bmsoy,  JoEX  LjLn- 
KAMOB,  and  Taoiua  Tbkdtcll. 

iVom  A(M  Jtrtg,  'EuLM  Boudibot,  AaatHm 
Oluk,  and  Johatsak  Dattoh, 

JVoM  Pmnivleanja,  TBomai  FnuDKom 
and  Fbidibioz  Adoubtos  Uiihlkhbkbo. 

Awm  JToryliMKl^  Fhhip  Kir  and  WauAH 
Vaxi  MnSKAT. 

AvM  Ftr^mJo,  WiLLUH  B.  Qkxb,  Jauk 
UASisoir,  Ardbbw  Uoobe,  Josiah  Pasksb, 
AnKABAM  Vbtablx,  and  Aixxabdkk  Whrk. 

Avm  J^or(&  fAwoUruLNATOABiiL  1£aoon, 
JoHM  Smi^  and  Huoh  WnxuMaoB. 

.Hvm  &«»  fSireiltna,  Willluc  Sioth,  1^0- 
KAS  Bdhtib,  and  Thokas  Tmxu  Tuoxas. 

Avnt  0>»r^Ja^  Ahbihih  BAiDimt  and 
nuirou  WiLua. 

A  qruvmn  cf  memben  bdoc  neaent,  a  mea- 
aage  was  sent  to  the  Senate  to  uiionn  that  bodj 
thereof  And  a  nmHar  nteasage  wag  reoeived 
bj  the  Hosae  from  the  Benate ;  and  that  Johh 
IIlkodoh  had  been  ohoaen  thur  Present  jmv 


tmwor*. 


i.  joint  oommittae  were  then  appointed  to 
w^t  on  the  PnmDBirT  of  thi  UmTKD  Statis, 
to  inform  turn  that  a  qoonun  of  the  two  HoDaes 
ia  aieembled,  and  read;  to  reotive  any  oommn- 
nioationa  he  mar  thinkprwer  to  make  them. 

BfoiHd,  That  two  Ohaplainji,  of  difibrent  d»- 


nominatjona,  be  appointed  to  OongreM,  one  bj 
each  Home,  to  interchange  weeUj. 

The  Hooaa  then  proceeded  to  appoint  a 
Oh^lain  on  their  part,  when  a  m«oritj  ot 
TOtea  q)peared  in  bvor  Mthe  Reverend  A^bkl 

The  SpnAZBK  laid  before  the  Honae  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  enclosing  a  pn>- 
clamation  and  return  of  l£e  election  of  Johs 
HiLLinoK,  to  serve  ta  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Honse  for  the  said  State,  in  the  roMn  at 
Authqitt  WtncK,  vhoee  seat  was  declared  va- 
cant ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  m 
the  Uble. 

Ur.  BoimraoT,  from  the  Joint  committee  if- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Pbesidbrt  or  raa 
LTBrraD  Btaiib,  and  noti^  liun  that  a  qaonim 
of  the  two  Bonaes  U  assembled  aod  read;  to 
receive  any  commnnlcations  he  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  them,  reported  that  the  committea 
had  performed  that  service,  and  that  the  Pan- 
roiHT  was  pleased  to  say,  that  he  would  make 
a  ooDunnnioation  ta  boOi  Hcnsee  of  Congress 
bMKorrow,  at  twelve  o'clock  in  the  Suista 
Ohambw. 

TunnAT,  November  6. 

Several  other  members,  viz :  fr«m  New  Toik, 
Jakbs  Qobdon  ;  from  Pennsylvania,  Joex 
Wnjoa  EimtBA ;  and  from  Vii^inia,  Samcil 
GmniN  and  John  Paab,  ^^learod,  and  toiA 
th«r  seats  in  the  Eonae. 

A  menage  from  the  Benat«  Infbrmed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  are  new  ready,  in  the 
Senate  Obamber,  to  attend  this  Eouae  in  re- 
ceiving the  oonunnnication  fl'om  the  Pannim 
OF  TBI  UmnD  Btatbs,  agreeably  ta  his  notifi- 
cation to  both  Eoosee  yesterday. 

The  Spxakeic,  attended  by  the  members  of 
this  House,  then  withdrew  to  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  memge 
from  the  Benate ;  and,  being  retimed,  the 
Spbakxx  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
Speech  delivered  by  the  PnaamKnr  or  m 
iJMiTiD  Statu  to  both  Honses  of  Congress,  io 
the  Benate  Chamber.  [A  oc^ y  of  the  Speech 
appears  In  the  prooeedinga  of  the  Benate.] 


DEBATES  OP  C0N0RE8S. 


Ordered,  That  the  said  Speech  be  committed  Ordertd.  That  the  said  lettera  and  petltiona 
to  the  (MHiBtdenUon  of  a  Oomroittee  of  the  be  Tefen«d  to  the  Secretaij  of  State,  tax  inlbr- 
wholaHotiBe  to-morrow.  — '"-- 


ViDHBSD&i,  Korember  7. 
Defeat  of  Qaural  St.  Clair. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  oommittee 
qipointed  to  inquire  into  the  cansee  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  late  expeditioD  onder  M^or  General 
6t.  Clair,  which  was  made  on  the  8th  day  of 
May  last,  be  referred  to  Hie  oonsideration  of  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Wednesdaj 
wit. 

Antaer  to  the  iVwubnt. 

The  order  of  the  day  b^g  called  for,  (Mr. 
IiAtrstiiox  in  the  chiur,)  the  Speech  of  the 
Pbkidebt,  delivered  yesterday  to  Oongreas, 
was  taken  up ;  and,  oa  motion  of  Ur.  Bmob,  of 
fionth  Carolina,  the  following  reeolve  vas  agreed 
to :  "  That  a  comrnittee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
lod  report  a  reepeotful  Addresa  to  the  Pnaa- 
DEST  o»  THE  Unitkd  St  ATM,  in  anawer  to  Lia 
Spwdi  delivered  to  both  Honaea  of  Congreas  at 
toe  opening  of  the  present  session ;  with  ae- 
SDrsntMS,  that  they  wonld  take  into  comudera- 
tion  the  important  mattera  therein  contained." 
An  amendment  was  now  moved,  to  atrike  oat 
the  word  "  important ;  "  bnt  it  was  n^atived, 
as  being  a  word  of  too  mnch  Importance  to  be 
Defected.  Tbe  resolution  was  carried,  in  snb- 
atuoe,  aa  above,  and  the  committee  n>aa  and 
Kported  it  The  House  immediately  agreed, 
and  a  committee  of  three — Meaara.  Hadibov, 
BiEisoir,  aod  ICusbit — were  af^inted  by  the 
BruKKB  U>  prepare  the  answer  in  ocmformit; 
Witt  the  said  reeolve. 

The  fc^owing  Meeeage  waa  rec^ved  from  the 
FuamiBT  OF  tbb  Ukitbd  Stites  : 

Ga^emem^tie  Benatt,  aod 

afOe  Haute  of  BeprtteBtaSea: 

I  lay  beRK*  yoa  iw;ia)  of  o«rb^  papa*  nlatl**  M 
tlu  Spaniih  {nterftrence  ia  the  exacdliaD  of  die  tm^ 
adered  into  In  tha  year  1790,  between  Uw  Vniled 
Satu,aiid  the  Creak  nation  oTIadiaw^  together  irilh 
ilaOerfran  the  Secrstaiyof  State  to  the  Preiident 
rf  ths  Dinted  Statu,  oa  the  game  mtject 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

UniBD  Suns,  Novsmber  7,  ITSSt. 

The  papers  accompanying  the  said  measege 
were  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbuob  laid  before  the  Hoaae  two  let- 
ten  from  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Oonrt  of  Morocco,  one  dated  the 
«th  of  May,  the  other  the  17th  of  July,  179S, 
«idoang  petitiona  from  Biobard  O'Brien^a  be- 
hilfirf  himself  and  other  citizens  of  the  United 
Btatea,  now  in  captivity  at  Algiers,  stating  the 
pscnliai  bardahipa  they  have  nndergone  during 
the  time  they  have  been  kept  in  slavery,  and 
praying  that  Congreee  will  conader  their  dia- 
tKssed  sltDation,  and  take  sach  measures  for 
thinr  releasemeut  as  to  their  'wisdom  shall  seem 


THUBBDiT,  November  8. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Con- 
nectjcnt,  Juoa  Hillhoube  ;  f^m  Pennsylvania, 
WiLUAM  FtNiiiAT  and  Ibsuu.  Jaoobb  ;  and  fivm 
Kentucky,  ALBXAmm  D.  Osn,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seals  in  the  Honse. 


Satdsdat,  Ncvwnber  10. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit ;  Pens  BTLTXft- 
TKB,  from  New  York,  and  Thokas  Habtlzt, 
ironf  Fennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took  thdr 
seats  in  the  House. 

Add/ftm  to  the  Prtiidmt, 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 


his  Speech  to  both  Hcuaea  of  Congress;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  wxakkb  re- 
sumed the  ahtJi,  and  Mr.  LArsAHO  reported 
thatihe  oommittee  had  had  the  eaid  Addresi 
oader  oonaideration,  and  made  several  amrad- 
ments  thereto ;  whiob  were  aeverallj  twice  read, 
and  agreed  to  by  the  Houae. 

And  then  the  said  Address,  as  amended,  b^g 
again  read,  was,  on  ibe  question  put  Uiereon, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  aa  follows ; 

"  Sm :  The  Bonn  of  ItapresentafiTei,  who  alwiyi 
1m1  a  uMActton  In  moetbig  you,  an  mnch  eouoemed 
that  the  occajlan  tm  nmt^  MieUaJiim  aSordsd  by 
favorable  to  Ae  national  pntiperi^ 
—  -DodnDanoe  of  Iha  boMile  qiint 
tribe^  and,  partioularly,  that 
thg  reitontsd  effbiii  Tar  effecting  a,  esoeral  p>^Bea- 
&m  with  them  shonld  hare  isrosd  in  new  proofs  of 
tlieir  penarering  eiuni^,  and  the  barbaroae  lacrifiaa 
of  citiiena,  who,  as  ths  meiMogen  of  peace,  were  dla- 
tingniahing  thcmAfllveB  by  their  Eeal  for  tbe  pnblio 
wrrice.  m  our  deliberatioai  on  thii  impratant 
department  of  onr  affiun,  we  iball  be  disposed  to  pur- 
ine every  meamre  tliat  may  be  ilictated  by  the  £a- 
oerett  deiire,  on  one  band,  of  cnltiTmting  peace,  sod 
manifesting,  by  OTerfpacticable  regulation,  our  benev- 
olent renid  for  tlie  welfare  of  thon  miiguided  peo- 
ple; Budby  thed^  we  feel,  on  the  other,  to  pniide 
oKctnally  for  t^  aafe^  aod  proteotion  of  our  fellow- 
dtimns. 

'•  While  with  regret  we  leam  that  lymptoou  (rf 
oppositiaa  to  the  lew  imposing  duties  on  ipirila  dis- 
tilled within  the  nailed  St&tea,  hare  manifested  them- 
eelves,  we  reflect  with  coiuolation,  that  tbey  are  eon- 
Gned  to  ■  inudl  portion  of  our  (enow-citiians.  It  is 
not  more  enential  to  the  preservation  of  true  liber^, 
that  a  Govemmeot  Should  be  always  ready  to  Hsten 


good  of  the  whole,  than  it  is,  that  the  jut  anthoil^ 
ot  the  laws  ahoold  be  ttoadTartly  maintained.  Undai 
tills  impresuon,  every  department  of  the  Gorem- 
ment,  and  bU  good  citLsenj  mvO,  approve  ths  maa- 
snns  yoD  have  taken,  and  the  pnipoas  yon  have 
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lten«d,  to  sxMote  tUi  part  of  jam  tnut  wia  finnMM 
mai  tntm ;  ud  b<  unmd,  itr,  of  tmty  comtltD^ 
tiooaJi  tUd  ud  eO'^pantko,  vhSeh  m^  becoou  ra- 
qoiiite  od  ovt  part.  And  m  bopa  tha^  yASt  flw 
[■oftTua  of  ooDtentment  under  the  law  In  qnMdan,  li 
aiobrlooaaa  it  i«  ntiODal,  Joo  pwtiMiluputAf  lfa« 
ooaunoii]^  may  b«  nuiiiEtsd  to  vithdiaw  from  dio 
genaral  tmrdao*  of  tbe  ooontiy,  by  a  ooodoot  ai  Ir- 
raooiicilalila  to  "'ti""*!  jiutioc,  ai  It  ti  iikoonnrtnt 
wttbpablia  iaaeaej. 

"  n*  pndwtJT*  atato  of  Che  pnbUo  rsvamw,  and 
tlM  oonfinnation  «f  Om  eradit  of  tba  Dnited  SMtea 
abroad,  «TiiM)Ml  by  tba  loam  at  Aiitw«ip  and  Aa- 
*t«id«m,  an  conmnnteatinai  tlM  nion  graHrying,  ai 
thn'  mCnoB  tlta  obUgation  to  ntar  co  iribimalia 
aDdetbotQal  ansogBmcoti  for  duoharnag  Uie  public 
debt,  ai  brt  a*  the  oonditioni  of  it  will  permit ;  and 
we  take  |d«aanra  in  tbe  omartmilty  to  assure  yon  of 
onr  antira  oonommiee  In  uie  c^inion,  that  no  meanue 
oan  ba  moi«  deitralilB,  irhether  Tiewed  iritta  an  eye 
to  the  srgent  wUi  of  Ae  cxnamoni^  or  tba  intriniio 
fanpartaDoe  of  pnmotlng  w  bappy  a  obange  in  oor 

&c  the  State  of 


H  paiticnlady  intarascing,  ui 


mediate  benc£ti  ranll 
aidciaudamonMc*tion(]f3ie  facilic;  and  luoceaq  with 
whieb  an  euligbtened  people  ia  capabts  of  proyidintf, 
by  fV«e  and  ddlberate  plana  of  goTeminent,  for  theu' 
own  aalbty  and  bappiness. 

"  Ibe  operatJoD  of  Ae  law  *itab1idiing  tbe  Poat 
OAee,  MM  tektte  to  tbettananinionof  newtpapen, 
will  merit  «BT  putienlar  inqniiy  and  tttlantjon,  die 
cinolalion  of  poHtioal  iolalligcnoe  throogfa  tbeea  re- 
bidet  b«in^  jiutly  Noknwd  among  tbe  •oratt  meana 
of  pnT«Dting  tbe  degeneraqy  of  a  Am  goTunment, 
aa  well  •«  tf  teocmmendii^  erciy  salatoiy  pnblic 
meanra  to  tbe  oonfidenoe  and  co-<i>ei>tioa  of  all 


viitooDi  dtliens. 

"  Tbe  several  other  mMtera  i4iidi  yon  ban  com- 
monicated  and  recommended,  will,  u  tb^  order,  r«- 
cdTB  the  attentian  due  to  Iham,  and  onr  fisciuBona 
win,  in  an  oasBi,  we  tnut,  be  guided  by  a  proper  le- 
•peot  fbr  bannonj  and  MaUQ^  in  fiie  pubHc  Cono- 
oiIl  andade^tooaodliata,mueBndmoie,  the  at- 
t^moDt  of  oor  oonetltnmte  to  tbe  oonstitntion,  by 
maaaores  aooommodatsdtoflietniaenda  Us  wUch  It 
waieUabUabed." 

RmittA,  That  the  Sfuxzb,  attended  \>f  the 
Eonie,  do  preeent  the  iaid  Addreea,  and  that  Mr. 
IQdkon,  Hr.  Bshboh,  and  Mr.  Ucbbat,  be  ■ 
committee  to  wait  on  the  Pbisidrnt,  to  know 
irhen  and  where  it  will  be  oonveaient  fbr  tiJTn 
to  receive  the  same. 

Jfr.  JCuneoR,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wut  on  the  FsxsoiKirT  o>  thi  Unitiii 
States,  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  he 
convenient  for  him  to  receive  the  Addreaa  of 
this  Boose,  in  answer  to  hi«  Speech  to  both 
Eoneee  of  CongreM,  reported  that  the  oommit- 
tee  had  wuted  on  the  PBrnDnrr,  who  dgnified 
to  them  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  to 
receive  the  said  Address  at  IS  o'dot^  on  Mon- 
day next,  at  his  own  honse. 

Mohhat,  November  13. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  John  Baptbt  Aaok, 


Aiirmtoih«Pr«iidMt. 
The  Speaxkb,  attended  by  the  House,  then 
withdrew  to  thehonse  of  tbe  FXHomiiTorTEi 
UsinED  SxAna,  and  there  presented  to  bim  tk 
Address  of  this  Honse,  In  answer  to  his  Sgwdi 
to  bodt  Houses  U  Con^rees ;  to  which  the  Ite- 
Ttxen  made  the  following  reply : 

"GlBTLCKEIi:  It  ^vga  me  pleunie  to  expna to 
voa  dw  aatiibctioii  irttich  your  Addreii  tlkni*  dk. 
Ifed,«s  Iooght,the  (        • "  —=-.--. 

tbe  measnru  I  havs  t 
formed,  to  maintain,  pnrtoant  tc 
me  by  the  oonMitatioii,  the  reapea  wmcn  la  an  n 
the  lawi ;  and  the  assnrann  which  yon,  at  the  aaa 
lime,  Rve  me,  of  every  oonatitntioaa]  ^d  mi  to- 
oparatlon  that  may  become  reqaiiita  oo  yoDr  pait 

"  Tbia  ia  ■  new  proof  of  that  enUdiiened  adidtvla 
for  tbe  eetablidmient  and  confirtnation  of  pnbUc  oi- 


the  UoQsa  of  Representatina ;  a  pcneteiuM  la 
which  oan  alone  aecnre,  nnder  tbe  Divine  Umki^ 
the  real  and  permanent  felicity  of  oor  oommv  fs^ 

"G.  WASHWGTOH." 

The  Honae  having  retorned  to  their  Olumbv, 
resmned  the  rettding  of  tbe  papers  oomminueattd 
by  the  Seoreta^  of  War,  on  Wednesday  lut,  n- 
lative  to  the  Indians  north-'weBt  and  aoath  (rf 
tbe  river  Ohio,  and  to  the  troops  in  the  wrncs 
of  the  United  Btatea,  and  made  a  farther  pTogrM 
tbenin. 

Tnm>AT,  November  IS. 
Two  other  members,  to  wit :  Robsbt  Bii5- 
wxix  and  Dakikl  ni;ftiB,  from  South  Cswlio, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Hoiue. 

D^eat  (if  0*Mral  St.  Clair. 
On  a  motion  made  and  aeoonded,  that  tlM 
Honse  do  oome  to  tbe  following  resolntion; 

"  AsBDfMd,  That  tbe  Secretary  <f  tba  TraafBiy  h' 
tbe  Sectetaiy  of  War  be  notified  that  6A»  Bom*  1^ 
tend^on  Wednnday  next,  to  tde  into  oi»iUera;>* 
theBqiort  oftbe  oommltteeamdnledtainfiiin^ 
the  oanaei  of  the  fUhin  of  the  late  expeditJOD  saw 
General  St.  CUir,  to  the  end  that  tbey  may  aOw 
the  House,  and  nimish  inch  infoimaticHi  ai  lUJ  I" 
oonduoiTe  to  tbe  due  inveatigation  of  the  matWI 
stated  in  die  said  report :  " 

Mr.  WiLUAXso^  moved  to  strike  out  the  IiB* 
part  of  the  resolotion,  which  respected  t'*'*' 
tendance  of  the  Secretaries  on  the  House.  _  Tm 
motion,  if  carried,  leaves  the  resolntion  a  rimut 
propoeition  to  inform  tiiose  officers  that  «« 
House  were,  oa  Wedneedav,  to  take  the  t^ 
on  the  fMlure  of  General  St.  Ohur^  e^wQW* 
into  conrideraition. 

Mr.  Vbitablb  objected  generally  to  •**  I*^ 
Intion,  as  inoonwstent  with  the  dignity  of  tw 
House.  He  donbted  the  propriety  of  the  M*" 
snro  altogether.  The  gentlemen  are  ""'J?! 
peached,  and  therefore  the  House  hM  no  npu 
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to  oiU  tbem  to  mofee  th^  sppearanc« ;  and, 
Tith  remeot  to  infonii&tioti,  Uie  Honsa  eon 
commiod  sneh  from  the  n««da  of  Deptirtments 
M  thef  Tsa,j  «ee  proper  to  require.  He  was  at 
■  \o»  in  sttemptiug  to  investigate  the  oljject  of 
the  reeolntiui.  &i  oonld  see  no  purpose  that 
it  would  answer,  whidi  oonld  not  as  well  be 
obttined  wiUiont  it. 

Mr.  Vmix  oSered  aeTeral  objeotiona  to  the 
nadntioD,  ot  a  Bimilar  import  vith  the  aboTe, 

Vr.  Dattob^  supported  the  motion  by  a  few 
lemarka,  statjng  uie  iraportanoe  of  that  Infor- 
matioii  which  those  gentlemen  alone  oonld  ^ve. 
Be  odrerted  to  the  report  of  the  cominitt«e, 
which  he  observed  had  exculpated  the  oom- 
muding  General  on  that  expeditjiop,  whereas 
ha  was  of  opinion  that  the  failore  was  owing  to 
the  miwondnot  of  that  gentleman. 

Vr.  TnaKm  olgjeoted  to  the  raeolntion.  He 
ptderred  the  mode  of  requiring  that  inibnna- 
tkm  wliich  the  Eonse  might  think  neoeeui?,  in 

Mb.  MiMBOH  otyeoted  to  the  motion  on  oon- 
BtitctJonal  groands,and  tsbeingoontrarif  to  the 
praotioe  of  the  House.  He  had  not,  he  s^d, 
thoroD^r  revolved  the  matter  in  his  own 
mind,  and  th««fore  was  not  prepared  to  state 
ftillf  the  effecta  which  would  result  from  the 
tdoptbn  of  the  reeolntioo ;  bnt  he  wonld  hazard 
(hot  much,  that  it  wonld  form  an  innovation  in 
the  mode  of  oondnoting  Ihe  bnrineee  of  this 
House,  and  introdnoe  a  preoedent  whioh  wonld 
leid  to  perplexing  and  embarrasDng  oonse- 
qneneee;  as  it  involved  a  oondndon,  in  reepect 
to  tbe  principles  of  the  Government^  which  at 
ID  earlier  daj  would  have  been  revolted  jhtm. 
He  WIS  dedoedly  in  &7or  td  written  informa- 
ciia. 

Mr.  Ci.aBK  vaa  opposed  to  the  reaolntlDn ;  as 
1  member  of  the  coounittee  who  made  the  re- 
port, he  had  no  apprehension ;  with  respect  to 
information,  ths  report  and  the  vonchers  are 
hdbre  the  House;  and  snch  fHirther  inqniry 
may  be  made  of  the  proper  offloer«  as  the  Hoose 
mar  think  neacasniy. 

V.  Aicxs  enpported  the  resolntion.  He  no> 
tioed  the  impreeums  which  the  fUlnre  of  the 
late  expedition  had  made  on  the  pahllo  mind. 
Ohancters  had  soflbred  in  the  general  eetima- 
tian.  It  was  of  the  utmost  ImoortaDoe  that  a 
tbonmgh  investigation  shoold  taie  place,  that  if 
the  fiulore  cS  tlie  expedition  was  a  mere  casualty, 
and  the  fortane  of  war,  it  might  be  made  to  ap- 
pear; or  ifitwasowingtomisoondnot^  the  blame 
mightUlontbepropersnttJects.  Tbemodesng- 
gMed  to  obtain  informaticm  ^ipeared  to  him  the 
W  that  oonld  be  adopted — the  most  adeqoate  to 
the  otjjeot.  It  was  due  to  jnstice,  to  troth,  and 
to  the  national  honor,  to  take  effectual  measnree 
to  investigate  the  bnsiness  thoronghlj.  This 
inquiry  appears  to  be  the  begintuns  of  an  ar- 
rtngeiDeat  pr^aratory-to  an  impeachment ;  on 
whom  this  will  fUl,  he  shoold  not  presnme  to 
>ay ;  bid  stiD  it  places  the  sntjeot  in  an  impor- 
tant point  of  view,  asd  ahoWB  in  the  strongest 
naaner  the  oeoeaaity  of  adopting  the  best  pos- 


sible mode  of  ascertaining  tlwrealstatoof  &ols* 
This,  he  conceived,  oonld  not  be  done  so  effeo- 
tnally  as  by  the  mode  proposed  in  the  reeoln*    - 
"m. 

Mr.  Gius  objected  to  the  reeolntjon.  He 
preferred  a  thorough  discoedon  of  the  report, 
in  the  first  place,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
vonchers  with  the  report ;  and  i£  in  the  issne^ 
it  shoold  appear  neoeesary  to  call  for  informa- 
tion from  these  officers,  it  oonld  then  be  done ; 
bnt,  in  the  present  state  of  the  bnsmesa,  to 
adopt  the  resolnlion  wonld  place  the  committee 

a  very  disagreeable  mtoation. 

Ur.  LauuNox  observed  that  the  committee, 

their  report,  say  that,  for  want  of  tune,  they 
had  not  been  able  to  complete  it ;  it  is,  then, 
apparent  from  the  report  itself  that  it  is  imma- 
ture. He  stated  sevend  partionlars  in  the  re^ 
port  whioh  were  incomplete,  and  from  hence 
inferred  tiiat  Uiere  was  material  information  to 
be  received  prerions  to  being  able  to  form  a 
competent  Judgment  on  the  matter.  He  ob- 
served that,  as  the  information  mnst  be  had,  he 
saw  no  neoeasit;  of  postponing  the  attendance 
of  those  officers  in  the  first  instanoe. 

Mr.  Maduoit,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ame's  remark, 
that  Ae  beet  posuble  mode  onght  to  be  adopted, 
observed,  that  there  seemed  to  be  different  Ideas 
eut«rtuDed  by  the  different  advocates  of  the  ree- 
olation;  one  seemed  to  implicate  the  offleers  Bl- 
inded to  as  partieeooneemed;  another  appeared 
to  oonrider  them  merely  as  witnesses,  for  bis 
part,  he  thonght  there  was  no  other  way  of 
prooeedinK  bnt  ^hat  of  adopting  me  or  the 
other  of  these  altematires :  dtber  to  take  np 
the  report  and  disuias  its  merits,  or  fbr  the 
House  to  be^  the  inqniry  themselves,  ds  nom. 

Mr.  LivKBHOBi  ol^eoted  to  the  resolDtion. 
He  oonld  not  see  any  advantage  whioh  would 
result  from  adopting  it,  He  thought  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  were  enffidentiy 
obvions,  witliont  orinuuating  any  body.  He 
adverted  to  these  causes — they  were,  the  raw- 
ness of  the  troops,  and  the  snperiori^  of  the 
In^Uans  as  marksmen.  On  these  points  he  could 
not  see  what  infbrmation  oonld  be  derived  frvm 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury.  He  thonght 
that  the  Le^slatnre  had  gone  too  far  already, 
and  that  no  satiAction  would  result  frtan  Air- 
iher  prooeedings,  bnt  that  the  saltJect  would 
appear  more  a^  more  involved, 

Mr.  BonDDiOT,  after  stating  snndry  partion- 
lars relative  to  the  state  of  the  pnbHo  mind  at 
the  time  of  the  report,  adverted  to  several  parts 
of  it  which  appear  to  criminate  partionlar  ^w- 
sons,  some  of  whom  were  absent  at  the  bme 
of  tiie  inveetigaticwi  on  which  the  report  is 
founded.  He  tnerefore  urged  the  necessity  of 
receiving  from  the  Heads  of  the  Departments 
that  information  which  was  reqnirato  to  throw 
Ught  on  several  parts  of  the  report,  and  that 
this  oQ^t  to  be  done  previous  to  taking  the  re- 
port Into  consderation. 

Mr.  FmsDioira  aald  he  shonld  voto  against 
the  resolution.  He  did  not  think  this  the  pro- 
per time  to  call  for  the  information  allodsd  to; 
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Dor  tho  mod«  proposed  &  proper  one,  Boma 
remftTlu  have  been  made  on  the  report,  tbonsl 
it  ia  not  before  the  Hoose ;  to  theee  he  ebould 


it  partionlwly  reply,  but  would  only  observe, 
tbat  no  person  had  applied  to  the  Hoiue  for 
dran  of  any  suppowd  injury  reoeived  by  the 
port.  It  hai  been  raid  tbat  the  inqniry  oaght 
to  have  been  &  military  one ;  bnt  it  was  well 
known  that  it  was  impcMHible  to  institnte  snoh 
an  inquiry  by  reaaon  of  the  want  of  offloers. 
He  then  gave  a  aketcfa  of  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing adopted  by  the  committee  in  oondaoting  the 
inqniry,  to  show  that  thev  had  avuled  thera- 
getVw  of  evei7  means  of  information  within 
th«r  power. 

Ur.  WiLLuiDoir  said  he  bad  moved  to  strike 
ont  the  latl«r  part  of  the  resolntion,  bnt  he  was 
equally  opposed  to  the  whole  of  it ;  and  sinoe 
ho  bad  heard  the  remarks  of  several  gentle- 
men, on  both  sidw  of  the  House,  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  beet  way  was  to  dispose  of 
it  ^together,  and  let  the  aul^t  proceed  in  the 
oonrw  which  it  had  already  taken. 

Mr.  GiLBs  obaerred,  that  he  thooght  there 
was  leas  delicacy  observed  on  this  occasion,  in 
respect  to  the  committee,  than  waa  usual  in  this 
House.  With  respect  to  the  report  the  Toaoh- 
era  on  which  every  assertion  is  founded  are  be- 
fore the  Honse.  As  to  the  incompleteness  of 
the  report,  it  is  an  immaterial  object ;  the  few 
blanks  it  contains  are  occasioned  by  the  want 
of  time  to  examine  the  voluminoaa  papers  ne- 
oessary  to  be  examined,  in  order  to  aBcert^n 
Bobie  of  the  facts — &ct8  not  in  themselves  of 
t^e  first  importance.  He  observed,  that  he  had 
not  tlie  smallest  objection  to  the  fullest  investi- 
gation of  the  subject ;  he  was  in  favor  of  all 
the  information  that  could  be  possibly  obtained ; 
be  objected  not  only  to  the  mode  now  contend- 
ed for,  which  he  thongbt  not  only  liable  to  all 
the  objections  which  bad  l>een  made,  bnt  to 
many  others  which  might  be  ofiTered. 

Mr.  SikiTOH  observed  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  were  not  satisSed  with  the  report ; 
he  did  not  think  the  oonoloaion  which  excul- 
pated the  commanding  officer  conld  be  sop- 
ported  bj  the  report  itself.  He  adverted  to 
several  facta  stated  in  it,  which 'showed  that 
the  commander  must  have  been  highly  culpa- 
ble ;  he  instanced  the  slowness  of  his  move- 
ments, the  dllatoriness  in  oonstracting  forts, 
and  his  being  snrpriaed  by  the  enemy.  He 
thought  that  the  r^narks  which  had  fi^en 
from  gentlemen,  on  wliat  be  had  said,  were 
iUiberu,  as  tbey  had  virtnallv  impeached  bis 
candor,  when  he  was  not  consoioiu  of  deviating 
from  its  dictates.  It  was  not  his  intention  to 
have  touched  on  the  merits  of  Ibe  report, 
bnt  be  bad  been  impelled  to  do  it  from  the  torn 
the  debate  bad  taken. 

Mr.  Oebbt  waa  in  favor  of  the  resolotion. 
He  enlarged  on  the  magnitude  of  the  object  of 
inveatigation,  aud  insisted  that  it  waa  the  india- 
pensable  doty  of  the  Hoose  thoroughly  to  probe 
the  snbject  to  the  bottom,  that  if  any  persons 
have  been  to  blame  they  may  anfifer,  or  if  tbe 


event  which  has  taken  place,  by  which  the  na- 
tional character  has  soflered,  and  so  seTere  aad 
unproductive  an  expense  but  been  incarred, 
amounting  protiably  to  one  million  dollara,  baa 

been  owing  to  drcumstuices  which  oonld  not 
be  avoided  or  controlled,  the  public  may  receive 
satisfaction  as  to  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Paoe  objected  to  the  reeolntion,  parti- 
cnlarly  to  tJie  precedent  it  would  establiah ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  be  was  in  &ivor  of  the  Ibllert 
inqniry  the  sul^ect  was  susceptible  oC  He  said, 
the  mode  proposed  would  ofierate  to  clog  the 
ft«edom  (rf'  inquiry,  and  the  freedom  of  dMMte. 

Ur.  Aios,  adverting  to  the  spirit  of  the  re- 
port, pointed  ont  the  peculiar  sitoatim  of  the 
two  Secretaries,  and  that  they  did  not  stand  on 
the  same  ground  with  other  persons  wbo  are 
not  so  intimately  implioat«d  in  the  mattor.  He 
alluded  to  the  various  objections  which  had 
been  urged  from  precedent,  from  the  fblneaa  of 
the  investigation  which  the  anbject  liad  nndei^ 
gone  in  the  bands  of  the  committee,  and  frcm 
Uia  remark  by  Mr.  Livbbuobk,  that  snfficieot 
had  already  been  done.  To  this  last  ottjection 
he  particularly  replied,  by  saying  ttiat  the  pub- 
lic wanted  fortber  satisactlon,  and  that  the 
House  oould  not  Justify  themselves  to  their  con- 
stituents  without  a  stricter  and  fiiller  investiga- 
tion, that  the  whole  of  the  fects  might  be  lud 
before  them. 

Mr.  Madiboh  said,  the  mode  now  proposed 
involved  a  dereliction  of  the  only  practicable 
mode  of  transacting  public  business;  and  that, 
however  imperfect  that  mode  might  be,  still  b« 
believed  that  it  was  the  only  one  that  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  experience  and  utili^. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  resolution  would 
be  rejected,  and  the  mode  already  adopted  pn^ 
severed  in,  and  the  necessary  information  called 
for  in  writing,  from  every  person  in  anywiss 
interested  or  competent  to  give  it. 

Mr.  W.  Swia  liupported  the  resoluti<xL  He 
showed  by  the  report  itself,  and  from  the  rea- 
soning used  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  te  the 
resolution,  that  tiie  two  Seoret^es  were  impli- 
cated in  the  causes  of  the  fulure  of  the  eq>e- 
dition ;  from  hence,  he  inferred  the  Jnstice  and 
propriety  of  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
culpating themselves. 

Mr.  Gebbt  expressed  surprise  at  the  appre- 
hension which  some  gentlemen  appear  to  enter* 
tain  of  the  messnre  of  introducing  the  Heads 
of  Departments  into  the  Honse';  for  his  part  he 
had  no  such  apprehensions.  The  Secretary  wili 
attend  at  the  orders  of  the  House  merely  to 
give  such  information  as  may  l>e  required,  and 
not  aa  members  or  ministers  to  influence  and 
govern  the  determinatione  of  the  House. 

Mr,  Vkmable  objected  further  to  the  resolu- 
tion '  he  ni^ed  the  impropriety  of  any  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments  coming  forward,  and  at- 
tempting in  any  way  to  influenee  the  delibent- 
tiona  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  I..ATiBAi(OB  replied  to  Ur.  TnrABU ;  Iw 
observed  that  the  gentleman  appeared  to  mis- 
take the  object  of  the  raadutiDn;  itw»not«oif 
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tempUtad  that  either  of  the  Beeretariea  ahonld 
^pear  on  the  floor  of  the  fioow  to  infloence, 
in  any  d^ree,  its  decisions;  the;  are  to  be 

called  on  merelj  for  infonnstJon. 

Mr.  UuKEi.T  objected  to  the  reeolation.  The 
report,  he  obserred,  is  made  to  the  House ;  if 
in  the  course  of  its  disonsaion  any  further  light 
or  information  shoold  bo  deemed  necessarT^  It 
nuT  then  bo  called  for,  and  in  that  mode  which 
ahall  q>pear  most  eligible ;  at  present  the  qaes- 
tion  appears  to  be  prematm:^.  Mr.  MDBai.T 
added  several  other  remarks,  and  then  the  qaes- 
tion  being  pnt,  Mr.  Williucson's  motion  for 
striking  ont  was  carried. 

And  then  the  mun  qoeetion  being  pat,  that 
the  Honae  do  agree  to  the  said  resolation  as 
amended,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Saohed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
HoDse,  to  whom  is  referred  the  report  of  the 
oommittee  appointed  to  inqnira  into  the  causes 
of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  nniler  Major 
General  St.  Clair,  be  empowered  to  send  for  per- 
sons, papers,  and  records,  for  their  information. 

'Wednbsdai,  November  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Willuk  Babbt 
Oboyk,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared  and  took 
his  seAt  in  the  House. 

The  SniAXBB  lud  before  the  Hoose  a  letter 
from  the  Becretarj  of  War,  together  with  a  me- 
morial of  Samnel  Eodgdon,  late  QnartenQBSter 
General  to  the  Army,  reepectivelj  prajing  that 
the;  may  be  heard,  and  permitted  to  ^ve  in- 
fonnstion  and  explanatiomi  as  to  the  causes  of 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  M^jor  Gens- 
t»l  St.  Clair;  which  were  read.  The  lett«r  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  ia  aa  follows : 

Was  DxfjLBna2n,y<ntmUr  14,1792. 

Sm :  After  tha  clon  oT  the  last  sesaion  of  Congresa, 
I  nw  with  much  concern  the  report  to  the  coaimittae 
appolated  to  loquire  into  the  canieg  of  the  fulore  of 
fte  aipedition,  under  Hnjor  General  St.  CUir,  of  the 
8th  of  Haj,  1T93  ;  which,  having  been  prciented  to 
the  Home  in  th*  laat  momeDta  oT  the  se»ioQ,  wai 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  hu  anca  circnlUed  Id  the 
paUic  neit^pttrs  throughout  the  United  SCatei,  con- 
tainii^  icggeitioni,  moat  of  them  foacdsd  npon  ex 
ftrle  invenigUiou,  which  hare  been  understood  in  a 
■enaa  ven  injorioni  to  my  repntation. 

Leanung  that  the  present  day  wae  appointed  for 
taking  into  cooaideradon  the  ahove-mentioned  report, 
I  hsTc  waited  with  uuiona  expectation  for  some  act 
of  the  Bonn  enabling  me  to  attend  the  progreia  of 
tiie  examination  npon  which  they  are  Bt>oiit  to  enter, 
fin  the  purpoae  of  funitshuig  anch  mformatimi  and 
e]qilaoatioiu  aa  might  conduce  to  a  right  nndentaod- 

aof  Acta,  in  which  I  am  n  materially  implica- 
The  faQnrs  of  a  propoaitiDa,  which  I  am  in- 
ismed  waa  made  to  the  Hooae  with  that  view,  haa 
added  to  my  aolicitnde  and  regret. 

Thua  Btnated,  I  feel  myaelf  called  upon  to  aak  of 
'''    '    "     of  the  Hooae  that  some  inode  may  be  de- 


by  which  it  will  be  put  into  my  power  to  be 
fnaent  daring  the  coune  of  the  intended  inquiry,  aa 
veil  to  bear  the  evidence  on  which  the  HTBial  al- 
kgationa  contained  in  the  report  am  ftmnded,  a>  (o 


offer  the  informatioQ  and  explanations  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

To  this  step  I  am  Impelled  by  a  perananon  that 
an  accnnle  and  MHanrtOry  loTeatigBtion  cannot 
otherwise  be  had  with  equal  advantage,  if  at  alL 
And  my  entire  reliance  upon  the  eqni^  and  impar- 
tiali^  of  the  House,  will  net  peimit  a  doubt  to  exist 
CD  my  part  that  aooh  an  iaveatigatioa  will  be  axehi- 
bvely  the  ol^ect  of  their  desire  and  pursuit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dr,  with  the  higheat  iv^eo^ 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

H.KNOX 

The  SpEaKEB  of  At  bonaraUe 

lie  B-xm  of  Jtrpnttntaiiva  of&e  U.  S. 

Defeat  of  Oeneral  SL  Clair. 

And  then  the  order  of  the  day,  that  llie 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inqnire  into  the  caiues  of  the  Ml- 
ure  of  the  expedition  Under  M^or  General  SL 
Cltur,  being  taken  up — 

Mr,  MikDiBOK  suggested  that  the  most  simple, 
most  practicable  and  conustent  plan  would  be, 
to  recommit  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
and  refer  the  present  applioationa  *  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  report  shall  be  recommit- 
ted. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  should  be  discharged  from  con- 
sidering the  reports  on  the  caoaes  of  the  Ulnre 
of  the  Mte  expedition. 

Mr.  Sicm  (8.  0.)  observed  that  several  ob- 
ieoUons  struck  him  m  opposition  to  this  motion. 
The  Honse  must  at  some  period,  said  he^  meet 
this  cose ;  if  it  is  recommitted,  there  will  be 
an  impropriety  in  referring  it  to  the  same  com- 
mittee ;  if  a  new  committee  is  appointed,  tliej 
must  liegin  the  whole  subject  de  funo  ;  and,  if 
their  investigation  sboold  take  up  such  a  length 
of  time  as  that  of  the  former  committee,  the 
ses^on  will  be  expended,  and  at  tbo  close  of  it 
the  budness  will  recar  on  the  House,  and  the 
same  discnssion  will  occur  agtun  that  is  now 
proposed.  He  hoped  the  House  would  there- 
fore proceed  in  the  coDsideration  of  the  report, 
assign  two  or  three  days  in  the  week  for  tbe 
purpose,  and  continue  the  investigation  till  the 
whole  is  finished. 

Mr.  Giles  replied,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  youcheni  on  which  the  committee  had 
founded  the  report  would  appear  sufficient  to 
justify  the  deciaions  that  they  had  made.  He 
said  that  he  did  not  suppose  that  the  applicants 
would  adduce  anv  new  information ;  one  of 
them  had  been  called  on,  he  attended  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  supposed  that  be  bod  famished 
all  the  information  he  was  in  possession  of.  He 
objected  to  a  recommitment ;  ns  one  of  the 
committee,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
report;  nor  did  he  conceive  there  waa  any  ad- 
ditional evidence  to  be  produced,  except  it  was 
of  a  recent  date. 

Mr.  Akks  said,  he  perceived  snch  a  dtsincli- 
uation  to  go  into  the  subject  as  indicated  a 
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proper  temper  of  mind  b)  rd&tion  to  the  per-  conceived  the  Honse  oogfat  to  fbnnd  thdr  de» 
aom  sappoeed  to  be  in  any  wajs  ioterestea  tn  dons  on  &cts  aseertftined  b^  thetnaelTCs.  h 


the  nlbmftte  decirioQ  of  the  Honae.  He 
opposed  to  a  reoommitment,  a»  it  would  pro- 
craatioate  instead  of  expediting  the  inqoirr.  He 
kdverted  to  the  report.  Facta  are  at^ted;  the 
pabUo  have  been  left  to  draw  the  infbreDoes; 
the  oommittee  have  not  explidtlf  eriminftted 
an;  bod  J ;  bnt  the;  hare  determined,  In  leyeral 
instances,  who  is  not  to  blame.  What  is  the 
situation  of  tboee  who  are  implicated 
ososeBof  thefoilnret  Sver;  citizen  kaowa-tlukt, 
in  ODnseqneDce  of  the  Issae  of  the  expedition, 
olamorg  egainst  the  War  Department,  io  respect 
to  Indian  affairs,  have  rang  through  the  Conti- 
nent. Should  pnblio  officers,  who  have  been 
placed  in  sitaations  of  anch  importance,  be  silent, 
and  eahmit  calmly  to  such  tmpatations,  the; 
woold  be  unworthy  of  pnblic  confidence,  un- 
worthy to  breathe  fiie  vital  air.  The;  now  ap- 
ply for  an  opportonity  to  be  heard  in  their  own 
vudication.  Shall  the;  be  sent  to  a  committee- 
room,  and  make  their  defence  against  the  allega- 
tions bronght  forward  to  their  disadvantage, 
which  have  been  published  to  the  world,  in  the 
hearing  of  perhaps  ten  or  a  dozen  persons  oulyf 
He  hoped  not — he  thought  jaatico  to  them  and 
to  the  pnblic  required  that  they  shonld  be  sl- 
lowed  to  make  their  defence  in  the  face  of  the 
world.  Will  not  precluding  them  look  like  a 
wish  to  smother  all  farther  inquiry  into  the 
matter) 

Mr.  Baldwis  was  in  fhvor  of  reconmiitting: 
he  said  it  was  the  moat  eli^ble  mode>,  and  wbe 
consonant  to  the  practice  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Maduoh  remarked  that  it  had  been  add 
a  disposition  was  discovered  to  smother  inquiry. 
In  reply  he  observed  that,  if  he  wished  to  pre- 
vent a  Ihoroagh  investigation,  he  should  be  in 
favor  of  the  whole  subject  being  undertaken  by 
the  Honse ;  because,  be  observed,  that  if  a  se- 
lect committee  of  a  few  members  took  seven 
weeka  to  form  an  incomplete  report,  it  most 
uipear  evident  that  so  largo  a  body  as  this 
Hooae  could  never  get  throngh  the  matter.  He 
fhrther  observed,  that  the  s&me  reason  existed 
for  referring  the  residue  of  the  evidence  to  a 
select  committee  as  induced  the  measure  in  the 
first  instance. 

Mr.  I^TzsntoifB  sud  he  was  at  first  in  favor  df 
t,  recommitment,  but  on  further  connderation 
he  was  convinced  the  Honse  would  be  able  to 
get  through  the  snbject  in  a  shorter  time  than 
a  select  committee.  He  added  several  other 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  be  in  flavor  of 
the  House  proceeding  with  the  report 

Mr.  OsmiT  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
only  qneetioD  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  Honse 
or  the  select  committee  shall  eetdiUsh  the  &ctB. 
If  these  facts  are  established  by  the  oomndttee, 
wonld  it  give  equal  satisfaction  as  if  tiiey  were 
established  by  the  House!  He  conceived  it 
wonld  not ;  but,  should  the  result  be  a  convic- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  House  that  some  of  the 
officers  are  colpable,  will  the  House  rest  an  im- 
peachment on  the  report  of  the  committee?  He 


has  been  said  there  is  no  diflhrence  betweta 
the  House  and  the  committee.  If  thk  is  ti« 
case,  does  it  not  imply  a  oensare  by  the  HcnM 
on  certain  characters  f  He  thonabt  it  did.  It 
therefore  becomes  the  Honse  to  discuss  the  n- 
port,  that  it  may  be  determined  on  what  fbol- 
ing  it  stands.  If,  in  the  case  of  a  eontohj 
election,  the  House  revolted  fVom  the  idei  tl 
submitting  iJieir  Judgment  to  ftota  substantistcd 
by  a  committee,  the  case  before  os  is  of  m- 
Bpeakably  greater  magnitnde.  For  th«se,  ud 
several  other  reasons,  he  hoped  the  report  would 
not  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  TiLLUHaoN  was  in  fftvor  of  the  motiaB 
fbr  recommitting  ;  ho  supported  his  o^nim 
by  the  uniform  practice  of  toe  House,  wbieh  Es 
every  case  where  new  evidence  was  adduced, 
always  provided  that  the  new  evidence  fhoidd 
he  examined  by  the  same  committee,  who  hid 
originally  brought  in  the  report.  He  Mid  if 
this  mode  was  departed  from,  we  diooM  fled 
no  committee  would  bring  forward  s  stsl*  rf 
facts  in  future.    He  thought  it  was  not  tnat- 

g  the  committee  with  proper  candor  to  dt- 

ae  on  their  report  in  its  present  sitnatioa. 

Ur.  STLTaSTKB  observed,  that  the  molntiaD 
of  the  House  at  the  close  of  the  Isst  sesnos,  tint 
they  would  take  np  the  enli^ect  eoii;  in  tbi 
present  session,  precluded  a  r«oommiIment;  Im 
was  therefore  opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  BoimnTOT  was  in  favor  of  aretommit- 
ment ;  he  said,  if  there  is  new  evidence  to  1m 
brought  fbward,  the  House  ought  to  wait  till 
that  is  received  and  reported  at  the  Okrl'i 
table ; ,  and  this  he  conceived  ought  to  be  dost 
In  the  nsDsl  way,  by  a  select  oommitteo;  tiU 
'le  whole  testfanohy  is  completed  it  spared 

I  him  the  Honse  was  not  prepared  to  bus  oh 

ep  in  ihe  matter. 

Mr.  Madison  replied  to  Mr.  Qxsbt'b  aDnnn 

>  the  oase  of  the  contested  election.  Be  in- 
quired of  him  whether  the  House  itself  mt 
into  an  investigation  of  &cts  in  the  fint  in- 
stance I  He  believed  he  would  not  ssv  tbey 
did.  With  respect  to  the  memorials,  w  ^ 
quired,  whether,  if  tbey  had  been  preseotad  il 
the  time  of  the  investigation  of  the  satijaet  bj 
the  select  committee,  they  wonld  not  have  two 
referred  to  the  oommitteet  If  they  wonld  then 
have  been  referred,  the  same  reason  eiists  fi« 
referring  them  to  a  seleot.  committee  st  tltt 
present  time. 

Mr.  Li.iisuroB  was  of  ofdnion  that  a  ncoo- 
nubaent  wonld  tend  to  a  saving  of  tiEse;  Ite 
committee  will  not  be  obUged  to  go  over  tM 
same  gronnd  agtun  that  has  dreadybeeB  u- 
plored ;  all  they  will  be  oldjg^  to  do  is,  to  u- 
veetjgate  the  new  testimony  which  will  be  *d- 
dnced.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motw 
would  prev^. 

Mr.  GiLKB  s^d,  that  the  prooeedtngi  of  tt» 
committee  were  pnblic,  and  that  the  SecretsiiM 
could  have  attended  all  the  time,  had  theysM" 
proper.    They  attended  bnt  onot)  and  tben  ip- 
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lesred  extremel;  anxioDa  to  get  awaj  to  attend 
0  theb  offices.  The  conuaittee  would  have 
«en  eztremel;  gbd  to  liave  had  thoae  gentJo- 
oea  pNeent  oftener,  and  to  receive  all  the  in- 
onnatton  they  conld  gise,  and  soppoBed  they 
lad  done  it 

Mr.  Qbkrt  replied  to  Tit.  Hasison,  He  add. 
F  geatlemen  would  recur  to  the  proceedings  of 
he  House  on  the  oonteat^d  election,  they  will 
ind  that  the  House  expressly  reserved  to  itself 
be  right  of  rabstanttadng  the  &ots,  wbioh 
honld  appear  &om  an  examiiiBtion  of  the  de- 
loritioiu,  taken  in  conformity  to  the  reeolntiona 
f  the  House;  and  here  he  adverted  to  the 
node  pointed  out  by  the  House  in  taking  thou 
iepoeition&  The  adverse  party  was  to  be  snm- 
uoned  to  attend  to  the  taking  them;  but  in 
his  report  it  appears  that  ex  parU  evidence  has 
•een  admitted  as  the  foundation  on  which  some 
if  the  dedrions  have  been  made. 

Ut.  HnBK&T  supported  the  motion  fbr  a  re~ 
ommitment.  He  observed  that  the  niatter,  io 
la  preeent  state,  was  so  Incomplete  that  he  «nild 
lot  see  how  the  House  could  proceed  upon  it. 
)De  part  of  the  evidence  only  is  flnished,  and 
he  report  is  made  on  that  evidence.  Now,  we 
ire  told  new  tentimony  is  offered ;  let  the  whole 
w  Immght  int«  view  at  once,  and  then  the 
louse  wUl  be  in  a  situation  to  judge. 

Mr.  Pt.o«  was  in  favor  of  a  fiirtber  commit- 
nent  of  tha  snlqect;  but  whether  to  the  com- 
nittee  who  made  the  report,  or  to  a  new  com- 
nittee,  he  shoald  not  teke  npon  him  to  say. 
IFlth  respect  to  the  admianon  of  any  head  of  a 
lepartment  to  the  bar  of  liiia  Honse,  except  in 
»u  of  an  impeachment,  he  wonld  never  oon- 
nnt  to  it  It  would  be  a  precedent  of  a  most 
bnprons  natnre,  tending  to  a  destruction  of 
tQ  freedom  of  inqniry  by  oommitteee, 

Mr.  FniDLAT  observed,  that  the  committee 
■riibed  that  Mr.  Hodgdon  abonld  have  been  pres- 
urt,  but  he  did  not  make  his  appearance ;  the 
DODUDitlee  therefore  proceeded  on  the  testimony 
Ihey  had,  and  as  there  is  now  now  evidence 
l)rcnight  forward,  he  thought  it  was  proper  that 
tlia  report  sboold  be  recommitted.  Ah  one  of 
(he  committee,  he  shonld  have  no  objections  to 
xMh  alterations  as  might  appear  proper  on 
'ii'ther  and  more  complete  investigation  of  the 
matter. 

Kr.  8mLB  called  for  Qie  readingof  a  clause 
b  the  memorial  of  the  Secretary  ofwar,  which 
Hates  tliat  the  committee  had  drawn  oonclunons 
fnm  et  parte  evidence.  This  being  read,  Hr. 
SroLi  remarked  on  the  wint  of  candor  to- 
wards the  otHomittee,  which  had  been  shown 
1v  some  of  tike  members  in  tlie  coarse  of  their 
CMervations,  He  then  adverted  to  the  above 
clause  rMpecliiig«zj)art«  evidence,  and  observed 
1»t,  with  rapect  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  it 
was  not  trae  ttkat  the  oommittee  bod  proceeded 
m  upatU  evidence ;  that  officer,  said  h&  was 
noMedof  the  meetings  of  the  committee;  heat- 
icDded  those  meetinsa ;  he  fomiahed  the  commit- 
tee with  papers  and  aocnments,  Aec.  ;  and  further, 
Im  waa  reqaeetad  to  detun  officers  in  town  whose 


testinumywas  necessary  in  the  matter,  and  that 
he  compMned  of  some  of  those  officers  being 
detiuned  by  the  delays  of  the  committee  from 
the  recmiting  service.  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Hodgdon  the  same  caimot  be  sai^  ae  he  was 
not  then  in  the  country. 

Hr.  Stkslb  then  conoladed  by  some  additicoial 
remarks  on  the  indelicacy  manifested  by  aom* 
gentlemen  in  tbeor  treatment  of  the  committee, 
and  observed  that  he  did  not  apply  it  t«  himsEJt 
personally,  bnt  as  it  reepected  the  committee  at 
'  rge,  he  thought  pro^r  to  ezpreas  the  contempt 

hioa  he  conceived  it  merited. 

Mr.  Dattoji  replied  to  Mr.  Stkslb.  He  r&- 
peat«d  the  substance  of  his  orimnal  remarks  on 
the  report,  and  added,  that  in  Sie  course  of  the 
discussion  he  shonld  attempt  to  show  that  the 
deductions  made  in  several  parts  of  the  report 
were  false.  Mr.  D.  added,  that  whatever  the 
gentleman  last  speaking  might  say,  as  one  of 
the  ootniQittee  who  signed  ^e  report,  he  waa 
certdnly  implicated  in  whatever  oensore  it 
merited. 

The  qneadon  for  a  reconmiitment  was  then 
agreed  to,  80  to  23.    And  It  was  acoor^nj^ 

Eewhed,  That  the  Oommittee  of  tiie  whole 
Honse,  to  whom  was  committed  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  tbe  failure  of  the  expedition  under 
M^jor  Genera]  St  Clair,  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  thereof;  and  tltat  the  said  report, 
together  with  the  doooments  relating  thereto, 
induding  tbe  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  aikd 
the  memorial  of  Samoel  Hodgdon,  be  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  FrrzBiuoire,  Mr.  Gilks,  Mr, 
Smu,  Mr.  Cunx,  and  Mr.  f  umiaT. 

Tettbsdai,  November  10. 
Another  member,  to  wit,   TmonoBK  Sedo- 
wiOK,  from  MasBachnsetts,  appeared,  and  took 
hia  seat  in  the  Honse. 

MoiTDAT,  November  19. 
Ahother  member,  to  wit :    Johk  Fbaitoib 
Mbbokb,  fh>m  Maryland,  appeared,  and  to<>k 
his  seat  in  the  Honse. 

FrotMU&n  U  American  Commerce. 

Mr.  WrLLUMBON  moved  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  or  bills 
for  promoting  commerce,  by  the  increase  of 
American  seamen.  In  moving  the  above,  Mr, 
W.  addressed  the  Honse  as  follows : 

Meaanres  have  already  been  taken  by  Oon- 
grees  for  increasing  the  number  of  onr  shipping ; 
Set  no  efiectnal  and  general  measore  has  been 
adopted  for  increasing  the  number  of  native 
American  aeamen.  Every  gentleman  in  my 
hearing  knows  that  there  arealwaya  a  consider- 
able number  of  foreigners  employed  on  board 
American  vessels ;  bnt  none  of  ns  could  have 
expected,  and  some  of  ns  may  not  have  beard  of 
the  ii^nry  and  inanlte  to  whioh  our  comi 
has  been  exposed,  from  having  British  at 
on  board  onr  ahipa. 
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A  Bchooner  called  the  David  and  Qaorge,  be- 
longiDg  to  Portamonth,  in  Virginia,  and  com- 
mands bf  Captain  Qofflgso,  late);  toaefaed  at 
Bietra  Leone,  on  &e  ooast  of  Afnoa ;  she  was 
navimted  bj  eleven  persona.  Three  of  that 
nmnber  who  had  been  on  shore,  informed  Cap- 
tain Wiokhani  who  commanded  ananned  Tevet, 
that  ths;  were  British  snttjecta.  Oaptun  Wiok- 
ham  went  on  board  the  American  veawl  and 
dumed  the  three  seamen ;  ha  also  claimed  wages 
for  them.  OaptMU  Qofflgan  refused  to  deliver 
the  men,  and  declared  with  truth  that  nothing 
was  dne  them.  Captain  Wiohham  took  the 
men  by  force,  and  by  the  same  regolation  he 
went  mto  the  hold,  and  took  as  much  of  the 
cargo  as  he  thought  fit,  aader  the  cover  of  9ub- 
stitnte  for  wages.  Captain  Goffigan  complained 
of  this  violence  and  robberj  to  Mr.  Clarkson, 
who  is  Governor  of  the  Province.  The  Govern- 
or repUed,  that  he  ahoold  have  done  the  same 
thing,  and  that  Aa  had  ordirrifnim  Kit  tvperion 
BO  tJi  act  in  snch  cases. 

The  ship  lUostriona  President,  belonjjQng  to 
Yirnnia,  commanded  bv  Captain  Batler, 
tonched  some  time  ago  at  Madeira^  on  her  pas- 
aage  to  the  East  Indies.  The  British  fKgate 
Hyena,  commanded  by  Captain  Hargood,  lay 
St  that  time  in  the  road.  Seven  of  Captain 
Butler's  sailors  being  British  autijects,  Captain 
Hargood  sent  to  take  them  by  force  Avm  on 
board  the  American  ship,  and  he  would  have 
done  BO,  had  not  the  (lovemor  of  the  Island, 
remembering  whet  he  owed  to  the  honor  of  his 
nation  and  to  evary  ship  under  his  protection, 
int^rrapted  his  authority. 

The  ship  Fame  belonging  to  Philadelphia, 
commanded  by  Walter  Bims,  on  her  way  to 
the  East  Indies,  lately  tonchedat  Table  Bay,  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Captain  Blitli,  who 
commanded  a  diip  of  twenty  gnoa,  then  lay  in 
the  road.  One  of  Captain  Sims'  sailors,  a  na- 
tive of  Sootland,  offered  his  service  ta  Cap- 
tain Blith,  oalliog  himself  a  British  snbjeot. 
That  very  man  ia  Philadelphia  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States ;  but  tlie 
British  claim  was  beat,  for  Captun  Blith's  ahir 
was  strongest.  Ue  took  the  man,  sent  on  om 
oer  on  bo^  the  American  ship,  who  took  the 
liberty  of  opening  the  after  hatch,  aearehing  the 
bold  and  looking  ont  a  chest  and  clothes.  Cap- 
t*in  Blith  jnstined  these  acts  of  violence,  by 
Baying,  that  be  btAfriatei  inttraetumt  to  take 
all  who  called  themselves  British  eabjecta. 

These  are  a  few  ont  of  the  nmn1>erlefl3  cases 
In  which  onr  ships  have  been  robbed  of  their 
seamen,  and  they  are  samples  of  the  manner  in 
which  we  shall  be  oonstantiy  treated,  while  we 
depend  on  foreigners  to  navigate  our  ships.  If 
these  cases  had  terminated  hi  threats  and  abu- 
uve  language,  to  which  onr  flag  la  too  mnch 
aocDstomed,  it  might  have  l>een  questioned 
whether  the  nation  of  the  offenthng  party  was 
to  blame.  When  yon  ore  told  by  one  officer 
and  another,  that  he  is  instructed  to  diitregs  onr 
trade,  we  should,  if  possible,  deprive  them  of 
the  present  excuse.    Is  it  not  our  bosineas  to 


,  ire  into  the  oanse  of  this  strange  cwnductt 
By  a  vitiated  passion  for  British  goods,  we  on 
universally  clothed  in  the  manuioctares  of  that 
nation.  Oor  debts  increase  every  year,  &od  -wt 
labor  to  make  her  rich,  while  we  are  beooming 
poor.  We  pour  our  treasnres  into  her  lAp  aum 
than  any  other  nation  nnder  the  sun.  Obseora 
the  rewards!  Isaynothiug  abonthermeaaarcs 
on  onr  Western  Frontier ;  but  our  trading 
ships  are  boarded  and  plundered  at  discretioi 
by  her  ahipa  of  war ;  and  yet,  Great  Britain, 
whose  commerce  we  cherish,  ia  the  only  natioa 
that  treats  ns  in  this  manner.  Perhaps  it 
ia  ooi^eotnred  tjiat  Americana  are  of  thait  spaat* 
of  animola  whose  favor  ia  increased  by  ron^ 
treatment.  Be  this  aa  it  msy,  it  is  oar  daty  to 
consider  of  the  safbst  and  sorest  mode  of  vt- 
tending  our  commerce.  After  we  have  been 
told  that  an  American  vessel  having  sailora  on 
board,  who  chance  to  have  been  hara  in  the 
British  dominion,  is  anbject  to  be  deprived  (rf 
her  hands,  robbed  of  her  property,  and  tnmed 
adrift  without  help,  it  can  hardly  be  necessaty 
to  addace  other  argaments  in  ikvor  of  native 
American  seamen  ;  but  other  strong  and  ooo- 
clusive  argnments  in  favor  of  the  meosore  pr«- 
sent  themselves.  The  merchants'  property  in 
critical  aitnations,  or  in  distant  or  obscure  parts  of 
the  worid,  is  always  moat  safe  when  a  ahip  Is  n*- 
Tigated  by  men  who  uniformly  strive  to  return  to 
their  native  home,  and  whose  hopes  and  happi- 
ness centre  in  that  coQntry  to  which  their  ship 
belongs.  The  crew  of  a  French  brig  some 
weeks  ago,  mnrdered  their  captain  and  mote 
on  onr  coast ;  that  misfortune,  in  all  probability, 
wonld  not  have  happened,  if  the  seamen  had 
been  natives  of  France.  Two  of  them  onlr 
were  of  that  kingdom.  Is  it  nooessary  to  ad^ 
that  a  powerfhl  body  of  aeamen,  at  some  ftatun 
day,  may  save  ns  ft'om  the  vast  expense  and 
danger  of  a  standing  army  t  Upon  this  ain^ 
argument  of  native  seamen  we  might  rest  ttte 
question.  It  needa  neither  snpport  nor  illustra- 
tion. I  shall,  therefore,  presume,  that  it  is  our 
duty  as  soon  as  possible,  to  provide  for  the  daily 
operationa  of  pride  or  iignBtice,  by  (umiahiog 
the  merchant  with  seamen,  of  whom  he  cannot 
be  robbed,  eic«pt  by  open  declaration  of  war — 
with  seamen  in  whom  he  con  trast— -with  mm, 
who,  actuated  by  those  paadoua  which  are  in- 
separable from  the  hnman  breaat,  the  pride  tX 
nation  and  the  We  of  country,  may  serve  him 
In  every  part  of  the  world,--to  ftirniA  the  na- 
tion with  a  safb  and  strong  bulwark  agwost 
foreign  tyranny  and  invasion. 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  of  moving  that 
committees  may  be  appointed  to  bring  in  billi 
for  the  purposes  mentioned. 

Mr.  WiLLUKSOH,  Mr.  Laubino*,  Mr.  Good- 
hub,  Mr.  Bkhjajos  Bocbhb,  and  Mr.  BABTmLL, 
were  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring   in  the 

TauBflDAT,  NoTcmber  SS. 

Another  biember,  to  wit,  JoHir  tbaxom, 

returned  to  serve  in  this  Honse  fbr  the  State  cf 
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Oeoi^  in  the  room  <^  AirrHOin  W^tnk,  whom 

■Mt  vru  deokr"* '    i    ..      > 

hill  oredeKtud& 

WtDstaDAJ,  November  SB. 
Want&r  M^in'i  PttUim. 

Jb.  Stkeu  oaQed  the  attention  of  the  Eonae 
to  the  memorial  Mid  repreeentrtion  of  Wftrtier 
IGfflin  on  the  ralilect  of  Negro  slavery.  Kr. 
B.  md  that  after  wiiat  had  pasBed  at  New  York 
on  this  Bab|eot,  he  had  hoped  the  House  wonld 
hire  heard  no  more  of  it ;  hot,  to  his  sorprise, 
he  fbond  the  snbjeot  was  Btartad  anew,  and  had 
bew  introdaoed  bj  a  fanatic,  who,  not  content 
with  keeping  his  own  conscienoe,  ondertook  to 
beoome  the  Keeper  of  the  consciences  of  other 
men,  and  in  a  mamier  which  he  deemed  not 
Ter^  decent,  had  intruded  his  opinions  in^  this 
Hddm,  Hs!d  an  appUoation  been  made  to  him 
to  present  snch  a  petition,  he  thought  he  should 
luve  avoided  a  oompliance  with  it.  Gentlemen 
b  the  Northern  States  do  not  realite  the  mle- 
thievoni  otmseqneiicee  which  have  already  re- 
nlted  ttom  meaanres  of  this  kind,  and  if  a  stop 
were  not  pat  to  anch  proceedings,  the  Sontliem 
Stttee  wonid  be  compelled  to  apply  to  the  Gleno- 
lal  Govenimeiit  for  tneir  interference.  He  con- 
dnded,  by  moving  "that  the  paper  purporting 
tob«apetition  from  Warner  Hlfflin,  be  returned 
to  faim  by  the  Olerk  of  the  Hoaae ;  and  that 
tha  entiT  of  said  petition  be  expunged  from  the 
Jcnmal." 

Hr.  Ansa  roee  tO'explatn  hia  motives  In  pre- 
NDlJiif  the  petition.  Uesaiditwaahiaotnmon, 
whidi  be  had  eipressed  to  the  Honse  long  ago, 
that  this  Government  conid  not,  with  i^opriety, 
take  an;  steps  in  the  matter  referred  to  in  tnis 
petition ;  tnt,  on  the  general  principle  that 
erery  citizen  luis  a  right  to  petition  the  L^isla^ 
tore,  and  to  apply  to  any  member  to  present  his 
request  to  the  Honse,  he  had  handed  it  in.  The 
petitiraier  is  a  citizen  of  Delaware ;  and  had  the 
member  from  that  State  been  in  the  Uoose,  he 
■bonld  not  have  thought  himself  obliged  to  have 
Introdnoedit;  bat  that  gentieman  b^g  absent, 
the  petitioner  had  a  right  to  apply  to  a  member 
ftran  any  other  StBt«.  He  had  no  idea  of  sup- 
vcii6ag  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  his  mind 
haviiu  been  long  made  np  on  the  snbj  set.  He 
0»n<fered  it  as  totailv  inexpedient  to  interfere 
vHk  the  subject,  and  had  uniformly  opposed 
the  qipUcatiooB  made  at  a  former  Beeaon  of 


Kr,  LrrKuion  ^d  not  consider  the  motion 
in  order,  the  sniped  not  being  properly  before 
Sm  Hoose ;  nor  did  be  believe  there  was  any 
diwasition  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  V.  BmTK  said  he  bad  seoooded  the 
tfon,  with  a  view  of  putting  It  ont  of  the  power 
of  toy  member  to  caU  it  np  when  persons  might 
be  atisent  who  wonld  find  it  their  doty  to  op- 
pose it.  Ur,  8.  Bud  he  admitted,  in  its  fait  ex- 
tent, the  right  of  each  citizen  to  petition  tor  a 
ndnas  of  grievancee,  and  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  consider  snch  petitions;  hut  the  paper  '" 


qaeatioa  is  a  more  rant  and  rhapsody  of  a 
meddling  fanatic,  interlarded  with  texts  of  Scrip- 
tore,  and  coQolnded  with  no  specific  prayer.  He 
observed  it  ftaa  the  general  practice  of  Le^sla- 
tive  bodies  for  members  presenting  petitions  to 
read  them,  in  order  to  maka  known  their  ob- 

Ieeta,  and  to  have  them  entered  on  the  jonmaL 
n  this  partionlar  instBDoe  the  practice  might  be 
attended  with  danger.  Oitizena  of  the  Southern 
States  learning  that  papers  of  this  kind  meet 
with  conntonance  here  wonld  he  alarmed.  The 
gentieman  who  presented  this  paper  had  not, 
on  this  occasion,  shown  Ms  nsnal  regard  to 
Son  them  intereeta.  Had  hestateditsdangerotu 
object,  the  Honse  would  nndoobtedly  have  re- 
fosed  ita  reception.  Ailer  the  proceedings  at 
New  York,  wh«i  a  «milar  application  waa 
made,  his  oonstitnonts  bad  a  rigcit  to  expeot 
that  die  subject  wonld  never  be  stirred  again. 
He  wonld  aaanre  the  House,  fliat  while  he  con- 
tinned  a  member  of  it,  he  shonld  never  fail  to 
express  his  abhorrence  against  all  snch  amplica- 
tions, as  they  oould  have  none  hot  a  misdiiev- 
ous  tendency.  So  far  fW>m  brang  calcolated  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  race  who  were 
the  object  of  them,  they  had  a  tendency  to 
alienate  their  affections  from  thdr  masters,  and 
by  exciting  in  them  a  spirit  of  restleasness,  to 
render  greater  severity  towards  them  necessary. 
He  therefore  earnestly  called  on  the  Honse  to 
agree  to  the  motion,  and  thereby  convince  thia 
enthosiast,  and  others,  that  they  can  never  meet 
countenance  in  the  Legislature  of  the  Union. 

The  part  of  the  motion  directing  the  petition 
to  be  retomed  by  the  Olerk  was  agreed  to.  The 
under  was  withdrawn  by  Mr,  Steels,  the 

mover.  

TmsnuiLj,  Deoember  IS. 

AmiKrw  Geeoo,  from  Petmsylvania,  t^ 
peared,  and  took  hia  seat  in  the  Honae. 

Tdssdxt,  December  IB. 

A  memorial  of  the  officers,  now  residing  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  of  the  late  American 
Army,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their 
brethren,  the  soldien  of  the  said  Army,  waa 
presented  to  the  House  and  read,  praying  that 
the  depreciation  which  accmed  on  the  cerdfi- 
oates  of  debt  granted  them  in  reward  for  their 
military  services  during  the  late  war,  may  be 
made  good  to  them,  or  such  other  relief  afibrdad 
them  as  the  present  olronmstances  of  the  United 
States  will  admit  Also,  a  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  of  the  late  Army,  to  the  same 
effect 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  memorials  do  lie  on 
the  table. 

Thubssat,  December  2T. 
The  Spsaxis  laid  before  the  Honse  &  lett«r 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aocompanying  a 
stetement  of  the  present  organization  of  the 
troops ;  also,  Returns  of  the  oonunissioned  offi- 
oera,  non-oommiacioned  officers^  and  privates, 
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lntheaervioeaftlieIJntt«(lStatM|  which  w«re 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  tthtb. 

FanuT,  December  38. 

A  memoriil  ti  the  offlcen  and  eddletB  of  the 
late  New  Eempaldre  Une  of  th«  Oontinental 
Am;  was  prewntod  to  the  Honae  and  read, 
prajuig  that  the  dqirecdation  which  aoomed  toi 
the  c«rtifioatee  of  debt  granted  them  in  reward 
for  their  military  awrloea  daring  the  late  war 
maj  be  made  good  to  them,  or  anch  other  relief 
afforded  them  aa  the  premnt  drcmnatanoea  ot 
the  T7Dit«d  Statea  will  admit;  which  waa  hud 
<KithetabI«. 

SedvOion  ^tfOu  Armf/. 

]tr.  Stcclb  oalled  np  hia  reaolotion  laid  on 
the  table  KHue  daja  ago,  aa  Mlowa; 

"AsjolHtl,  nut^committasbtappobteatopn- 
par«  and  bifaig  in  a  bDl  ta  ndooa  Uw  militaij  Mtib- 
Hibmant  of  the  Dmtod  SWei  to 


of  ui  ae^  puwd  tbs  fifth  of  Ifaich,  om  thatiwml 
nnn  hnndred  and  nins^-two,  eotittsd  *  An  aot  f<r 
in«Hng  fbitber  aod  iii<a«  efbotiia]  proririoi  for  the 
protectiou  ij  ^e  froitien  of  the  United  State%'  u 


Hr.  SrxXLK,  in  proporing  the  above  reaoln- 
tio%  Bud,  the  dtoation  of  ttie  frontierB,  and  the 
iaeffioiBnoyof  the  meamreB  adopted  throngh 
the  medinm  of  the  "War  Department,  to  relieve 
them ;  the  extreme  burdens  which  thoae  me*- 
mrea  were  heaping  on  the  people,  and  the  pro- 
babiljtv  of  their  coatjnaaace,  afforded  ample 
Boope  for  inqidrf ;  and  to  ait  silent  on  snoh  an 
occasion,  he  thought,  wotild  be  to  partake  of 
and  anpport  the  errora  from  which  thoae  mia- 
fortukes  ma;  have  arisen.  The  dtlaeDa  of  the 
TJaitedBtatea,  he  Mid,  were  of  a  peaceable  and 
patient  diapoatica,  and  the;  have  with  oheer- 
iblneaa  aoqmeeced  in  tiie  meaaorea  of  the  Nb- 
tioaal  Legialatnre ;  but  the;  were  not  beooma 
BO  tame  aa  to  aabmiit  to  immense  and  froitJeaa 
expenses,  an4  the  diagraoe  of  their  military 
oharaotw,  to  answer  an;  vain  prqjects  of  fdl; 
and  ambition,  without  a  prospect  of  gnaraotee- 
ing  a  peaoe.  Is  it  not  evicGBat^  aaid  he,  that 
plana  have  been  persevered  in  withoat  regard 
to  common  sense,  b;  an  nnneoocaary  Inoreaae 
(tf  oor  arm;,  imtil  the  indignation  of  the  whole 
oontiaent  has  been  ronsed  up  against  it ) 

To  ehddate  this  portion,  lb.  8.  recited  the 
expenses,  charges,  and  increase  of  the  War  De- 
puiment  from  its  first  establishment  under  the 
present  Gkivemment,  to  its  present  enormons 
demands,  whioh  for  the  year  1798,  are  no  less, 
agreeablv  to  the  estimate  Ibmishea  b;  the  8eo- 
retar;oftheTreaanr;,  than  t],17I,719;»  more 


nun,  of  lU 
.    It  vonld 

1»  flurioQi  to  (»mp««  the  annj  a^Miuce  ot  Xb*it  diif  vlth 
thoM  at  tUa  <Ur,  ud  the  mmpwttlTe  cue  with  -whleh 
Oongnne  looked  Into  thaeo  eipaaiM  et  the  two  dlflannt 


emmeiO.  The  better  to  illnstmte  tfaia  snbieet 
of  the  Indian  war,  he  entered  into  eompMndve 
statemoita  of  the  ;eara  ITW,  W,  'SS,  aoid  'M ; 
and,  anlmadTeitiog  tot  the  differeot  items  of 
calooWtm,  ha  asaorted,  in  strong  terms,  that 
th^  axoeeded  ever;  thing  that  ^  iaatarj  ef 
the  Indian  wars  affordedfor  twen^  vean  back; 
ha  wished  an;  gentleman  to  «itar  into  an  ia- 
veatlgation  and  oomparison  ol  the  alarming  ia- 
eceose  of  the  eipensw  of  the  department,  and 
to  t^  a  retroapeot  of  the  sobject  for  tweti^ 
Tears  back ;  and  he  was  certain  nutber  the 
Beoratar;  of  War  nor  an;  other  pawn  ooald 
aoooant  rational!;  for  the  occasion  c^  studt  sn 
estahlishment  There  was  u>  precedent  to  ba 
found  In  an;  of  the  States;  not  one  of  thea 
has  a  War  Departm«it ;  neither  was  it  eon- 
t«mplated  in  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United 
States.  Tet  it  has,  in  the  short  space  of  thret 
or  fonr  yews,  been  imposing  on  the  ooanti; 
bnrdens  which  the  people  have  at  length  ex< 
preased  their  abhorrence  of;  it  has  be»i  is- 
creased  from  tlS7,000  in  1789,  to  the  extrava. 
gant  demand  now  required,  of  |l,171,TtS  and 
|SO,000  omtingenciefl  for  the  sapport  of  17M. 
This  is  so  alarming  an  increase,  that  it  eaQs 
londl;  for  refiwmation,  or  the  mtire  aboliiia 
of  the  department,  ajtd  that  another  kjvUo 
shall  be  adopted  for  the  protection  o£  the  ^m- 
tiers.  Annies  ot  regnlais  will  never  affori 
protection;  the;  liave  sever  answered  an;  good 
pnrpoee  against  the  Insane  from  the  time  c'' 
Braddoclt'a  defeat  down  to  that  of  ICtior  Omm- 
ral  SL  Olair,  althoD^  thia  hwt-mentiwted  no- 
fortonato  expedition  coat  the  Didted  Statea  aa 
immense  stun  of  money,  and  the  Uvea  (tf  a  great 
nmnber  of  valoahle  Mnoers  and  dtixeoa.  ^a- 
tor;  and  the  experience  of  ages  have  proved 
this  fact,  that  onwieldy  umiea  will  never  be 
able  to  fight  the  savages  in  the  wildenu» ;  in- 
deed, the  Seoretar;  of  War  oonfesaea  the  &at 
in  one  of  bis  reports,  which  Ur.  S.  read,  whertia 
the  Becretar;  aoconnts  for  the  ill  soooess  of  tha 
plans,  by  obsuriog,  "  that  it  was  owing  to  tha 
extreme  activity  of  the  enem;  and  our  ignt^ 
ranoe  of  the  wildenien  throng  whi<^  oht 
troops  had 'to  march."  Bub  the  SeoretaiT 
might  have  also  added,  oor  entire  igjaocanoe  oC 
llie  mode  of  carrying  on  the  yrer. 

Here  Mr.  B.  UxA  occasion  to  obeecre,  that 
this  alarmingly  expendve  and  nselesa  depart- 
ment had  crept  npon  the  connlry  eatirel;  from 
our  fondness  for  taking  np  mtKie;  on  loana ;  fie 
had  it  not  been  that  the  money  waa  thai  ob- 
t^ed  with  a  sort  of  facility  that  waa  not  dirset- 
1;  felt  b;  the  people,  the;  never  would  Ikava 
consented  to  be  direoU;  taxed  to  anppwt  the 


period).  The  Unltod  SteMa  wan  eng^edln  IndluwHi 
than  ■■  now,  ud  upon  ■  thaetre  (tloM  auit  aoatof  (attlcc  te 
It  oootfdarad)  aa  ihr  offaa  our  IndUa  wiie  He  et  jtfwant; 
Ibi,  tha  dlatanoe  aati  mated  In  that  war,  la  1«i  now  to  CalUbr. 
nln  tluiQ  It  wa>  then  to  the  Uunloftha  Idkaa :  r«t  >  east 
of  BOnMUUBg  like  nm  1  heed  wai  eenildered  u 
ud  anoh  aa  to  <aH  i^on  Oontnai  In  an  leqnii/. 
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mrade  of  k>  mmMMsary  an  est&bMiment, 
Tbia  is  my  reason  for  being  ui  enemy  t«  loans ; 
they  deceive  citiKiu,  and  lull  tbem  for  a  time, 
inoifler  U)  levv  donble  contributions  afterwards. 

But  it  may  be  demanded,  how  ve  the  fron- 
tien  to  be  protected,  if  tho  arniT  was  dlsband- 
edt  Id  reply  to  tliiaUr.  8.  Budne  wished  that 
tbe  former  two  r^imeots  ini^t  be  retained  to 
ganison  tbe  (bria,  ajtd  that  a  nulitia  near  the. 
uene  of  action  should  be  raised,  who  wonld  be 
■hie  to  make  five  expeditions  agunst  the  sar- 
tgtt  in  a  y^tx,  if  necessary,  instMd  of  one  soli- 
tary fruitless  attempt,  which,  upon  an  average, 
It  tn  much  as  a  regular  army  can  do;  and  some- 
times not  to  nrnoh,  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  expedition  took  place  during  the  last  twelve 
months:  moreover,  it  is  not  so  eaay  for  the  In- 
dians to  discover  the  plans  and  approaches  of 
mlUtla,  as  they  do  the  alow  motions  cS  an  unwiel- 
dy anny,  draginng  their  heavy  artillery  through 
tbe  woods.  Tht,  fact  is,  •AaX  the  Indians  have 
the  beat  intelligence  and  know  every  motion 
of  the  army,  and  they  can  even  calculate  the 
time  and  pls«e  to  meet  them,  and  the  numbers 
of  their  tribea  ttiat  will  be  neoesHair  to  receive 
BOch  a  force;  they  will  always  be  prepared 
wbeo  a  n^ar  army  are  to  march  against 
then.  But  if  the  bnsineas  be  left  to  a  militia 
of  the  fr<aitier  inhabitants,  who  know  the 
ftwntry,  and  have  their  property  at  stake,  it 
Tcnld  not  ooet  the  Government  one-fonrth 
part  of  the  eipense  to  give  a  complete  proteo- 
ll<m,  and  to  repel  all  the  depredations  of  the 
»T«ge«^  if  that  be  onr  intention.  If  it  be  the 
praiection  and  happiness  of  our  brethren  on 
a*  frontiere-^f  we  are  serious  to  check  the 
pogresH  of  expense,  the  motion  wliich  I  have 
Drought  forward  will  Ije  the  most  effectnd 
iKins,  and  to  establish  a  proper  Militia  System. 
On  this  motion,  therefore,  will  depend  the  ques- 
tion, whether  we  are  to  conUnne  a  froidees 
wirikre  in  the  present  mode  for  seven  or  ten 
fears,  or  shall  we  adopt  a  better  system,  which 
will  not  cost  one-fourth  of  the  expense,  and 
which  would  oompletely  check  the  Indiana; 
ntf ,  it  wonld  entirely  exterminate  them,  if  that 
WH  thought  to  be  necessary. 

In  order  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  point,  Mr. 
°  sn^Ketod,  that  it  wonld  be  proper  to  disband 
an  the  troops  except  the  two  former  regimenta 
irftwo  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
UED^  which  would  be  more  than  sufficient  id 
prison  all  the  f6nrt©en  post*  on  the  frontier. 
UMse,  with  a  militia,  under  proper  regulations, 
iBd  Qm  officers  api»inted  by  the  pBEsimirr, 
Jjonld  be  found  a  more  certain  protection. 
p» garrisons  are  at  Fayette,  Hamilton^Stenben, 
Knox,  Tammany,  TelMr,  Harmar,  Franklin, 
Jefferson,  St.  Clair,  Manetta,  Massachnsetts, 
"■"^iwB,  and  Knoiville.  Moet  of  these  are 
by  captains,  except  two  that  are 

_ by  majors:    now,    reducing   the 

MabliAnient  to  two  thousand  one  hondred 
Ud  eighteen  non-commisBioned  and  privates, 
Mid  average  them  amongst  the  garriaona,  it  will 
give  one  hundred  and  flftf-two  men  for  each ; 


the  sum  saved  by  this  reduction  wonld  be  git 
hundred  and  twenty-four  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seven  dollars — uie  difibreuoe  between  the  ap- 
propriations for  1789  and  those  required  for  1798. 
Witii  regard  to  the  expense  that  would  tie  in- 
ourred  fiT>m  militia  expeditions,  none  of  them 
would  oost  above  thir^  thousand  dollars;  and 
four  or  five  of  those,  if  made  in  a  year,  would 
have  ten  times  the  saocess  and  effect  that  could 
be  expected  from  the  present  system.  Had  the 
militia  plan  been  adopted,  we  should  not  at  this 
day  hear  such  murmnra  ftom  our  constitnents, 
nor  would  the  people  be  aaddled  with  heavy 
taxes  and  impoets;  but,  on  the  oontraiy,  the 
money  that  has  been  actually  wasted  would 
have  sunk  a  coodderable  part  of  onr  National 
Debt  But  by  the  system  of  warfare  lately 
adopted  of  dragpng  heavy  cannon  and  camps 
*  '       wilderness,  of  which  we  have  confessed 


revenues  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
reported  as  affording  a  prospect  of  income  be- 
yond the  permanent  wants  of  Government,  will 
not  all  together  be  suffldent  for  our  War 
Establishment :  we  must  fly  to  loans,  and  pur- 
sue a  system  of  ruin  and  distress  to  the  country, 
Under  these  impressions,  said  Mr.  8^  I  have  in- 
trodaced  the  proportion  now  before  the  House; 
and  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  think  seriously  of  it, 
for  thereon,  in  a  high  degree,  will  depend  the 
real  prot«ction<  of  our  frontier,  the  safety  of  out 
garrisons,  and  the  ultimate  ease,  happiness,  and 
tranquillity  of  the  continent. 

Mr.  H*Rri.Ei,  although  he  did  not  wish  to 
advocate  the  oontinuanoe  of  a  standing  army, 
yet  he  was  averse  to  disbanding  the  6^>opa  at 
present,  while  it  is  known  that  a  negotiation  for 
a  peace  is  going  forward,  and  may  not  perhaps 
be  brought  to  a  dedsion  before  the  spring.  It 
is  a  well-known  maxim  in  poUtics,  that  a  peace 
can  always  be  easiest  obtained  by  a  nation 
which  is  prepared  for  war.  He  noticed  the 
preat  prudence  and  economy  of  the  Fbesidkkt 
m  forming  the  army  into  a  legion;  and  he  dif- 
fered in  opmion  with  Mr.  Stulz  respecting  the 
insufficiency  of  r^ular  troops.  No  Instance 
could  be  qooted  where  n^ulars  had  engaged  the 
Indians  without  beating  tiiem. 

Mr.  Pak^k  said  he  bad  always  abhorred  the 
idea  of  keeping  up  standing  armies  in  tldscoun^ 
try ;  and  he  bdieved  he  could  I^om  experience 
demonstrate  that  it  was  an  unwise  measnre  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Government; 
for  it  answered  no  better  purpose  than  throwing 
out  a  hint  to  the  Britdsh  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments, on  our  Northern  and  Sonthem  frontiers, 
to  increase  their  forcee,  and  even  to  admiidster 
countenance  and  support  to  the  Indiana,  whidi 
they  never  would  nave  thought  of  doing,  but 
for  onr  vain  attempt  at  military  parade.  He 
mentioned  a  letter  which  had  been  written  by 
Lord  Dorchester  to  the  Indians,  informingthem 
"  that  Prince  Edward  had  arrived  with  a  nmtt- 
ber  of  chosen  warriors  to  protect  them,"  mean- 
ing agunat  tbe  United  States. 
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Thus,  Mid  Ur.  P.,  we  hare  been  wuriug  with 
oar  finances  fur  the  last  three  jean,  bj  keeping 
up  aafiitay  in  imitation  of  Eoropesu  plana, 
miloh  are  formed  incoantrieealto^therananal' 
ogons  to  Amiirica  in  everj  poMible  riew.  The 
eonaeqnences  have  been  nnsDcoessfal,  and  pro 
doced  miiitaty  disgraces,  by  sendiag  into  tbe 
field  a  collection  of  beings,  oollect«d  m>m  etewi 
and  brothels  and  fWim  t£e  most  nnprindpled  of 
their  BpecisE,  to  flght  against  Indians  well  snp- 
ported  on  both  sides,  and  fightiag,  as  they  do, 
for  their  property,  their  bunting  gronnd,  their 
viret,  ana  children,  inst«id  of  calling  forth  the 
militia,  the  natural  strength  of  the  oonntr;. 
Bat  tbe  present  plan  has  inrolred  ns  in  sndi 
difficultiea  that,  we  are  not  now  able  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  our  debts,  withont  the 
mediom  of  loans;  nay,  we  are  now  called  on  for 
a  small  sam  of  two  hundred  tboasaod  dollars  at 
tbe  bank,  which  would  have  been  easily  paid 
ont  of  the  eurplns  in  the  Treasury,  were  it  i  ' 
that  onr  fluances  have  been  eihauateU  by  tbi 
ill-indged  expedicioDS  nnder  General  Ham  . 
and  General  St  Clur.  He  mentioned  the  na- 
ked, starved  appearanoe  of  the  men  who  were 
sent  ont — with  shoes  that  woQid  not  last  three 
davs,  clothes  that  did  not  half  cover  their  miser- 
able bodies  from  the  indemency  of  the  weather, 
and  food  sfmieUmes  not  fit  fur  dogs.  He  conld 
mention  the  particulars,  if  required,  of  some 
other  very  abominable  abuses,  bnt  refrained  from 
it  at  present  He  concluded  by  aipressing  the 
same  opinion  of  militia  that  Ur.  S.  had  done ; 
and,  with  regard  to  the  starved  soldier;  who 
had  Bpneored  in  the  woods,  tbey  were  despised 
K  much  by  the  Indiass,  that  they  called  thorn 
Ooatmen,  and  shot  them  down  tike  wild  turkeys. 

Mr.  FrnsiHONB  was  apprehenaiTe  that  it 
wonld  be  a  dangerotu  experiment,  so  saddenly 
to  alter  the  system  of  defence  already  adopted. 
He  remarked,  that  when  Mr.  Steele  hod  stated 
the  Wot  Department  to  have  coat  tbe  United 
Btates  three  million  five  hundred  and  forty 
thousand  dollars,  he  hod  committed  agreat  mis- 
take, for  tliere  was  one  million  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  thousand  dollars  of  that  sum  not 

Set  granted.  [Mr.  Stbilb  explained,  that  he 
ad  gone  by  the  estimates  for  tJie  appropriations 
proposed,  &c  ]  Mr.  Fitzsihoss  did  not  wish  to 
advocate  a  standing  army;  and  if  any  better 
mode  of  defence  for  the  frontiers  iould  he  di- 
gested, he  would  be  amongst  the  foremost  who 
would  agree  to  it 

Mr.  White  could  not  entirely  approve  of  the 
motion  for  striking  ont,  unless  a  proper  snbati- 
tnto  for  defence  was  fairly  broi^ght  forward. 

Ur.  WiLLiufsoN  said,  it  was  not  disbanding 
an  army  of  men,  bnt  tbe  disbanding  an  army  of 
paper,  that  he  conceived  to  he  the  object  of  the 
motjon,  and  It  should  have  his  support.  He 
mentioned  an  affair  between  ninety  mili^  and 
two  hundred  and  forty  Indians,  wherein  the 
militia  reeeized  them  much  better  than  any  of 
the  regulars  could  boast  of  having  done  I 

Mr.  Shith  (of  South  Carolina)  reverted  to  a 
olaose  in  the  law  which  empower*  tbe  Fbebi- 


DXST  either  to  raise  those  three  additional  le^ 
iiients,  or  to  forliear  to  raise  them,  or  discharge 
them,  &C.,  provided  he  thonght  it  oonsisteBi 
with  the  safety  of  the  country.  Frtmi  tbia  Mr, 
S.  said  it  was  evident  there  was  a  sort  of  ind^ 
oacj  in  the  motion,  as  it  implies  a  doubt  that 
the  PinmKNT  might  &il  In  this  instance,  or 
vary  from  his  nsou  line  of  prudence. 

Mr.  Di.TTotr  said,  he  woud  vote  for  refenief 
the  motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbole,  al- 
though he  disapproved  of  it  He  Bhonld  not 
have  risen  had  he  not  heard  from  the  two  'Sixth 
Carolina  members  the  strangest  pervereion  i£ 
argument  and  the  most  eitraordinarj  reasonjng. 
The  gentleman  who  has  brought  n>rward  the 
motion,  said  Mr.  D.,  has  decried  every  idea  of 
ener^  and  efficacy  in  reKular  disciplined  troops 
considering  them  not  omy  inefficient,  bnt  cod- 
tempttble,  when  employed  against  Indiana ;  and, 
to  confirm  this  assertion,  he  has  instanced  tbs 
expedition  under  General  St  Clair,  when  it  it 
well  known  that  there  were  not,  in  fact,  two 
oompaniea  of  r^nhu*  disciplined  infantry  smonit 
thun.  The  other  gentleman  (Mr.  Wiimw^g) 
has  extravagantly  commended  theback-conntty 
militia,  and  extolled  them  for  their  tSSeacj 
and  success  in  Indian  warfcre;  and  instances 
tbe  affur  of  a  rencontre  between  Mi^or  Adair, 
with  ninety  militia,  against  two  hundred  and  . 
forty  Indians.  In  reply  to  thia,  Mr.  D.  felt 
himself  compelled  to  remark,  that  that  aS^  did 
not-appear  so  successful  in  his  mind;  for  tbosa 
very  militia  were  unquestionably  surprioed  and 
beaten,  inasrauoh  as  they  were  driven  into  a 
corner,  antil  the  Indians  captored  ail  their 
horses  and  other  property  in  their  camp ;  and 
what  is  still  more  disgrocefiil,  one  half  of  the 
Moor's  party  deserted  him  at  tbe  oonunence- 
ment  of  the  action,  and  secured  themselves 
within  their  garrison- 

Whilst  he  wa4  up,  Mr.  D.  wonld  fbrther  ob- 
serve on  the  ez^^ordiuary  speech  of  the  mover 
of  the  question,  that  it  was  such  as  no  pefscKL 
could  have  ever  expected  to  hear  withm  the 
walls  of  that  House.  It  seemed  to becalcolated 
to  pr^udice  the  minds  of  the  people  af^nst  the 
whole  Administration;  and  itappearea still  the 
more  eitraordioary  that  such  a  speech  shonid 
ooire  from  a  gentleman  who  so  lately  expressed 
the  nicest  delicacy  in  matters  of  order  and  ie- 
cency;  for,  in  this  instance,  he  lias  committed 
the  greatest  breach  of  decorum  and  propriety, 
by  a  direct  censure  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  tbe 
Fbbbidext,  and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
[Here  several  members  called  Mr.  Dattoh  to 
order.]  He  proceeded,  however,  and  appealed 
to  the  House,  whether  he  bad  not  drawn  ajnat 

Sicture  uf  the  eipresuonsof  tbegentlemanfrom 
forth  Carolina.  The  very  calculations  which 
he  has  so  laboriously  produced  have  been  qnee- 
tioned  by  other  members.  In  re^rd  to  the 
surprise  expressed  by  the  gentleman  at  the  ii^ 
IB  of  the  War  Department  from  IT91  to  '93 
S3,  it  was  not  so  strange  that  fire  thousand 
would  require  greater  eilpplies  than  two 
thoosand.    Yet  (be  gentleman  is  aniprised  at 
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obiues  bsve  been  oominitted;  bat 
of  ezpenM  for  protectiDg  the  frontiers  lua  wy 
arned,  tb«  oenrare  ongbt  to  foil  on  the  Legy*- 
tnre  f^  direeliiig  it  by  their  laws,  and  not  npon 
tbe  £ie(mtir&  irho  an  merelj  the  inetrnmente 
for  curying  them  into  eflboL 

Upon  tbe  whole,  Mr.  D^  bowerer  he  night 
himMlf  be  in  &Tor  of  a  rednotion  of  the  army, 
if  it  rtood  simply  on  its  own  merits,  jet,  tu  it 
now  Btmek  him,  it  b^ng  connected  vith  some 
iwent  drcnmstuiDee,  he  would  therefore  oppoee 
it » tending  only  to  embamue  tlie  Eieontive 
in  their  attempts  towards  apadflcation.  More- 
over, he  R^dhe  knew  the  temper  of  Indiana  so 
well,  by  haTing  lived  amongst  them,  that  there 
was  not  a  nation  on  etrth  more  extravagant  in 
their  demands,  when  they  saw  the  foroe  agunat 
thmi  was  lessening.  Bo  that  what  la  Intended 
by  the  motion  for  redaction  at  present,  as  eoooo- 
mksl,  may  tnra  ont  to  be,  in  the  end,  the  most 
cxnensve  of  any. 

Mr.  WAnewoBTB  was  also  agdnst  the  motion ; 
ind  Mr.  Ans  doeed  the  debate  by  a  few  obeer- 
vatiMH  on  the  neeeatdty  of  committloK  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  there  would  l>e  no 
other  way  of  answering  the  indostrions  calcnla- 
tionaofthemoTer.- 

The  question  on  committal  was  carried,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Wednesday. 

WxDNSSDAT,  January  S. 
Military  JEitailiiAmMt, 

The  Hovse  resolved  itself  Into  a  Oommittee 
of  tbe  whole  Hoose  on  the  motion  of  the  38th 
nltinw,  for  redacing  the  Military  EstAbliahment 
rf  the  United  Btstea. 

Mr.  WjLDSWOBTa  rose  and  oheerred^  that  ho 
hid  pledged  bimaelf  to  the  House  last  Friday  to 
thow  that  the  oalcnlations  of  the  gentleman 
tnm  North  Carolina  were  not  trae;  and,  if 
tne,  that  the  iufereuoes  drawn  from  them  were 
lut  oorrect.  There  was  a  material  difference 
(he  idd)  between  tbe  appropriations  quoted  by 
the  genUemao  and  those  which  he  would  now 
nad  to  the  Honse.  Here  he  read  a  statement 
wlodi  he  had  prepared,  from  which  it  would 
^pear  that  Mi.  Btulx  had  overrated  the  con- 
tingencies. boaintalB,  qnartermasters,  &rag&  ca- 
nlry,  ordnance,  pay,  and  snbmstenoc^  eaoh  of 
them. 

The  total  difibnnce  between  Mr.  Stbelb'b 
nd  Mr,  WasewoBrn's  cslcnlstions,  from  this 

Tentatioa,  was  |3TjW0  In  the  year  1T90. 
iike  manner,  Mr.  W,  read  hie  oalcnlations 
for  ]791.  On  comparing  which  with  those  of 
Vt.  SrtEut,  he  sud  there  was  a  difference  in 
the  total  of  $268,813;  and  in  Uie  total  of  1763, 
ha  ihowed  a  difference  of  tSflT.CSO.  He  also 
psMkolarly  object«d  to  Mr.  Stxilb'b  statements 
of  the  ormianoe  expense  for  1798,  which  hod 
liMn  c^ed  t&8,000 ;  bnt  that  som,  althoogh  it 
NDca  under  the  bead  of  ordnance  in  the  esti- 
mate, is  not  altogether  appropriated  for  the 
pn^sae  of  cannon ;  the  whole  arnoont  of  the 
opense  of  cannon,  he  aaid,  had  been  Teiy 
To(.I— £e 


trifling— abont  )700  or  |600.  Having  pro- 
oeedea  thus  fitr  in  attempting  to  controvert  the 
caknlations  of  the  gentieman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Mr.  W.  B^d,  it  wonld  indeed  have  been  an 
riannlng  thing  to  the  United  Statea,  hod  they 
been  fbnnded  in  reality.  Bnt  the  gentleman 
had  not  confined  himself  to  misetatemente — he 
had  gone  ftarther ;  for  be  had  "lamented  the  ne- 
cessity of  qnoting  even  troths  from  that  office  " 
—the  War  Office.  Here  Mr.  W.  stated  that  the 
qnotation  whioh  Mr,  Steblb  had  made  from  a 
report  of  the  Becretory  of  War  had  not  been 
correctly  quoted.  After  Mr.  W.  had  thna  rep- 
resented Mr.  Btkblk's  oalcnlations  as  erroneous, 
and  bis  quotations  as  misstated,  he  qaid  that  the 
House  ought  to  beware  of  not  being  led  astray 
by  them.  He  next  observed,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  laid  a  great  ded  of  blame  of  the  pres- 
ent hostilities  between  the  United  Statea  and 
the  Indiana,  and  the  expense  attending  them,  to 
the  War  Department.  Bnt  Mr.  W,  emodved 
that  there  were  other  canses  to  be  asdgned  fiv 
the  Indian  war.  There  hod  never  been  a  day, 
from  the  first  settlement  of  America  to  the  pres- 
ent momentj  without  oor  b^ng  at  war  with 
the  Indians,  m  one  place  or  anotner.  The  his- 
tory of  the  oonntry  the  resolves  of  the  old 
Oongresa,  every  book  published  by  CongrcM. 
show  this  to  have  Iwen  the  case.  [Here  he  read 
some  qnotations  from  the  resolves  of  17B4,  to 
show  the  appropriations  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Inoion  wars.]  He  wished  ihe  Honse 
to  take  a  retrospect  of  the  anbjoot,  from  the 
be^nning  of  those  troubles  down  to  the  late 
sppUoation  for  assistance  from  the  N^ational 
Government  by  the  Governor  of  Georgia.  Al- 
though they  I^ve  three  thousand  men  on  the 
frontier  of  that  State,  yet  it  is  not  found  eoffi- 
dent,  and  the  Indians  have  driven  them  in. 
Indeed,  there  has  been  a  tdme  when  the  town 
of  Savaimah  has  been  obliged  to  keep  a  guard. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  introduce  com- 
mendations of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Deportment^  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  is  not  to  be  blamed  on  aooount 
of  the  expenses  referred  to.  He  isnomorethan 
an  Instrument  acting  under  the  Supreme  Exe- 
cutive. It  is  the  Pbhidziit  or  rax  UBirsn 
States  wtio  has  found  it  necemary  and  proper 
to  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  nulitaiy 
force.  It  is,  therefore,  not  the  Seoretory'^  it  la 
the  Prxsidxht's  war;  and  to  assert  Uiat  the 
Secretary  has  had  any  undue  influenoe  with  the 
Legislature,  would  be  altogether  fitlse ;  for,  on 
the  oontroiT,  his  repgrte  have  been  treated  with 
disrespect  m  this  House.  Was  not  his  report 
at  New  York  ridiculed,  and  called  '^preaching," 
Ac,  because  it  was  in  favor  of  peace,  and  spoke 
with  great  humani^  re^>ecting  the  hardships 
often  Inflicted  by  the  whitee  on  the  Indians! 
Indeed,  the  Becretary  of  War  Has  been  nnlfonn 
in  his  endeavors  to  bring  abont  a  durable  peace. 
This,  however  desirable  an  oliject,  has  been 
found  hitherto  impracticable,  and  the  Indiana 
have  latdy  carried  their  depredations  to  so 
great  a  teutgOi  thattheFBmDurrbaajodgadtt 
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cnnrdered  in  cold  blood  ow 
peitoe,  whilst  faoldiiiK  a  flag  of  tnioe  in  one  hand 
•nd  resrching  the  outer  out  in  friendahip  to  the 
lodUns.  Perhuw  thej  ma;  have  been  excited 
to  this  degree  of  barharit;  b;  manf  canaea.  It  ia 
hard  to  determine  which  are  tbs  greatest  oggrec- 
flon — the  settlers  on  the  &0Dtiera  or  the  Indiana. 
The  mnrder  of  the  MoraTitin  Indifuis,  the  pro- 
olaniation  of  Congreaa  against  onr  own  people,  all 
ahow  that  the  In^Aiia  have  groood  Ux  complaint. 

Hera  Mr.  W.  rec^itolMed  the  affura  of  the 
banditti  at  Fort  St.  Vinoeiuies ;  the  represeota- 
tions  of  Jadge  Innia,  of  Eentudcj,  from  17SS  to 
1790,  respecting  the  people  there  who  could  not 
be  restrained  from  the  commisdoD  of  Crimea 
•gunst  the  peaoe  of  the  countr;.  From  theae 
oanaea  and  the  oommoii  fataJitj  of  the  times, 
our  attempts  towards  peace  luiTe  proved  abor- 
tive, and  the  war  has  been  prolonged,  bat  the 
Beoretar;  is  entirel;  innocent  of  promoting  it 

In  regard  to  the  other  argumenta  of  the  gen- 
tleman (If  r.  BTKaLs)  respecting  the  militia,  that 
thej  would  afford  either  a  dieaper  or  better 
defbnce  for  the  frontiers,  he  htid  his  donbts. 

Mr.  W.  now  went  over  the  whole  history  of 
the  frontier  wars ;  a  line  of  posts  was  once  w- 
tablished  and  garrisoned  b;  milittB,  jet  they 
oonld  not  prevent  the  Indiana  from  coming 
within  sixty  miles  of  Winchester,  and  mnrder- 
icK,  scalping  and  plundering  the  women  and 
ohlldien.  After  the  peace  of  1709,  the  Indians 
drove  in  the  militi&,  and  advanced  aa  for  as 
Oomberiand  and  CaiWe,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

But  Colonel  Boqaet^  with  the  remuns  of  two 
regiments  of  r^ular  troops,  who  had  Jost  Ijefore 
arrived  from  the  West  Indies,  marched  against 
the  lavBgce,  and  hired  pack-horsee  to  carry 
some  of  his  sick  men.  With  these  legnlai^ 
Colonel  Boqaet  fought  them  and  drove  tbem 
with  the  bayonet  from  one  end  of  llie  conntrv 
to  the  other.  The  battle  began  at  one  o'clock 
the  first  day  and  lasted  until  night,  and  was 
renewed  the  next  morning  with  superior  force 
by  the  Indians ;  yet  they  were  entirely  dis- 
comfited. This  news  went  to  Fort  Pitt  and 
Virginia,  and  revived  the  spirits  of  the  conntry. 
Virginia  raised  more  troops — and  Colonel  Bo- 
qaet dictated  a  peace  to  the  savages. 

These  instances  fornished  snfflcient  argoiaents 
to  show  the  saperiority  of  regular  troops  over 
militia.  But  he  could  mention  many  others, 
viz;  General  Hartman,  with  eight  hundred 
chosen  men,  giving  a  total  defeatto  the  Indians; 
Colonel  Willot'a  attack  and  defeat  of  them ;  and 
General  Sullivan's  affair  in  South  Carolina. 

As  to  the  defeat  of  Harmer  and  St  Clair, 
their  men  ou^t  not  to  be  reckoned  regular 
troops.  They  were  raw  recmils,  undisciplined, 
&c  But  even  they  stood  better  than  the  mili- 
tia ;  for  the  militia  ran  away,  and  those  who 
remained  to  fight  the  savages  fell,  to  their  honor 
be  it  spoken,  whilst  the  militia,  who  were  the 
advanced  guard,  ran  and  threw  away  their 
guns,  nay,  th^  coata. 


Upon  the  whole,  the  bahuce  of  argomait,  Mr. 
W.  tnought,  must  appear  in  bvor  of  regular  trixqit. 

lie  further  took  oocasioD  to  animadven  ok 
what  lii.  W11J.U1IBOM  had  Bud,  when  that 
gentleman  expr««ed  hlmsdf  «o  stron^y  in  favor 
of  the  militia  under  l£i^or  Adair.  lliaL  offices^ 
Mr.  W.  obeerved,  had  been  a  Continental  officer, 
and  from  his  own  words,  it  appeared  that  be 
had  no  very  great  opinion  of  the  militia,  fbr 
they  hsd  fled  to  the  garrison ;  and  the  IndiKH 
obtained  their  ends,  notwithstanding  the  rectf- 
tion  given  by  M^or  Adair.  Theirs  was  ttv 
triumph,  and  when  they  retired,  it  eeems  to 
have  been  not  bo  much  a  matter  of  neceaai^,  m 
a  thing  of  choice,  on  their  p&rt.  The  loss  d 
horses,  one  hundred,  perhaps,  and  the  expenM 
of  this  affair,  amounted  to  a  much  greater  smn 
than  any  regular  troops  would  have  coat.  The 
party  under  M^or  Adair,  HuppouoK  it  to  consist 
of  a  hundred  men,  cost  one  han£«d  dollara  a 
day,  reckoning  the  attendant  circamatanoee — 
and  considering  it,  as  Mr.  W.  did,  a  oom[Jeie 
defbat— fbr  there  are  no  circomsteoces  to  prove 
that  it  was  otherwise— the  militia  having  de- 
serted him  and  left  the  few  regulam  he  had 
exposed  to  the  whole  of  the  duiger. 

Mr.  W.  did  not  stop  here  in  his  details  oi 
military  disgrat^s — he  recounted  many-  other 
oases.  He  mentioned  the  Grant's  expediliaa 
against  the  Cheiokeee,  Ac.  And  still  he  drew 
a  balance  against  the  sucoeeses  of  the  militia; 
for  he  said,  they  had  oonstantiy  been  defeated, 
and  the  conntry  left  exposed  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy. 

Mnch  has  been  said,  observed  Mr.  W.,  of 
Clark  and  Sevier's  succeeees.  They,  indeed, 
afford  an  exception  to  the  casea  above  mentioD- 
ed;  but  bow  for  were  they  suooeasfiilT  The 
immense  expense  of  men  and  money,  and  the 
interruption  given  to  the  agriculture  of  the 
connti7  by  calling  away  from  their  buMnesE  so 
many  industrious  dtirens,  is  a  tUng  beyond  the 
power  of  calculation ;  for  my  part,  said  he,  I 
do  not  know  figures  enough  to  oount  it  up.  Foi 
the  truth  of  this  position,  and  for  theenormooa 
waste  and  expense  iuonrred  by  militia,  he  ap- 
pealed to  one  of  the  members  (Col.  Puikkb)  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  had  eiperienoe 
in  the  matter,  whether  it  was  not  absolutely 
impossible  either  to  bnng  militia  under  a  pro- 
per diBcipllne,  or  prevent  weii 


regiment  of  militi«  to  « 
country.  The  militia  of  Kentucky  have  cost 
more  blood  and  wealth  than  all  the  American 
war ;  when  the  circDmstances  are  considered  <rf 
calliog  out  men  from  the  tillage  of  the  field, 
ica.  It  is  enormoDB  the  nnmbo'  of  lives,  and 
the  agn^gate  loss  is  aountless.  The  caiues  of 
these  things  are,  want  of  order  and  discipline, 
&C.  And  those  oauses  have  produced  a  uai- 
MTwI  reprodotion  ^  th»  war  tttahtuhmeiit ; 
but  all  those  who  condemn  are  not  well  ac- 
quMnted  with  those  causes;  they  Judge  from 
hearing  oidy  one-half  of  the  tnth  in  our  news- 
papers.   It  ia  Buppooed  a  pence  can  be  easily 
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tfeeud,  bnt  I  know  of  no  peace  that  has 
been  e^l«d  b;  force ;  tor,  altbon^  prDmisee 
have  been  made  and  peace  often  bveted  for  with 
the  Indian^  yet  thej[  have  as  oooatuttij  broken 
tboee  promisee.  Tme  ia  a  good  reason  for  keep- 
ing Qp  the  present  force  of  the  ITnited  StAtee. 
We  are  now  able  to  meet  the  Indians  and  de- 
mand ■  eafe  peace.  Bnt  the  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina  calls  onr  eetabuihment  a  mere 
miliUr;  parade,  which,  tt  is  said  by  another  gen- 
tlenao,  (Hr.  PASKsn,)  will  only  tend  to  ronse 
the  tjpiniards  and  the  British,  dec 

He  went  on  qnotiog  the  condaot  of  the  In- 
dians and  their  threatening  manner,  when  thev 
tM  yon,  "  go  to  yonr  own  side  of  the  Ohio," 
Ac  Whatlangaaee  do  they  now  hold  outt 
Bnt  I  am  not  at  liberty,  said  Mr,  W., 
tian  it,  as  it  was  confidentially  oommnnioated 
to  this  Honse,  and  read  with  onr  doors  shut. 
However,  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  members 
present  the  insolence  of  that  langnage.  For 
my  part,  I  have  little  hop«e  of  a  peace  from  any 
pvmisea  of  the  Indiana;  and  althongh  a  ne- 
gotiation is  said  to  be  Jipoa  the  carpet,  I  can 
never  depend  npon  the  promisee  of  aavagea  who 
have  GO  often  broken  them. 

In  speaking  of  the  reomita  that  have  been 
lately  raised  for  the  regular  army,  Mr.  W.  op- 
pMed  hia  opinion  to  that  of  Mr.  Pabesb,  who 
mentioned  them  in  snch  contemptible  terms  as 
kiving  hwax  oolleotad  ft«m  the  stews  and  bro- 
thels of  the  oitiM,  &e.  For  his  part,  Mr.  W. 
Bad  often  seen  them,  and  he  believed  uiey  were 
•qui,  if  not  superior  in  spirit  and  appearance, 
to  most  of  the  soldiery  during  the  Britdah  war, 
nil  better  than  the  soldiery  were  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  with  some  exception^  guch  as  re- 
spects the  men  who  cost  £800  each.  Before  he 
mnld  quit  the  enbjeot,  he  begged  leave  to  men- 
tion another  instance  of  the  efficacy  of  regular 
tioope;  it  was  the  affair  of  General  Wayne's 
"■nnise,  when  the  light-horse  dismoonted,  and 
cnt  the  militia  to  pieoea,  and  the  in&ntry  drove 
them  off  at  the  point  of  the  b^onet 

He  ridiculed  the  Idea  of  calling  ont  a  nMtia 
^on  every  emergency.  Where  are  they  to  be 
fomedt  to  Pennsylvania  it  would  be  attended 
"ith  a  tenfold  loss,  if  they  must  quit  their  dwly 
Ubor.  He  wonld  admit  that  the  onarsoter  of  the 
Kentncky  militia  had  l>een  brave  and  intrepid ; 
Iwt  there  was  still  ocoMion  fbr  a  new  war,  and 
DO  nliiniate  protectiota  afforded  to  the  frontier. 

The  QoTemor  of  North  Oarolina  had  com- 
Pained  of  a  IKendly  Indian  being  mtwdered,  Ac 
On  the  whole,  be  thonght  it  improper  to  take 
niOtia  to  B{^t  Indian  waniora.  He  admitted 
^  some  atrasee  n^ht  have  been  practised  in 
[be  r^nlar  army,  but  they  were  as  little,  if  not 
Im,  than  in  aav  other  army  he  conid  remember. 

He  insisted  tnat  the  scheme  of  the  Depart- 
jsent  of  War  was  not  a  scheme  of  the  Beoretary, 
wt  a  edieme  of  the  United  States  from  the 
ratTDtm  down  to  the  members  of  the  Legia- 
utnre,  and  the  meanest  of  their  Mnstatnenta. 
Be  took  a  retreapect  of  the  great  aUU  of  the 
rumoiR  after  Braddook's  defeat    The  pBi- 


PBBATB8  OF  OONGBBSS- 

HiOwt  EMabliilmml. 


[H., 


BiDKNT  must  be  the  beet  Judge  of  the  diqKMition 
of  Indians,  and  the  beat  way  of  treating  with 
them  ;  be  approves  the  scheme  of  the  present 
war,  and  ehaU  we  impmdently  attempt  to  diange 
his  plan,  by  sendingoot  a  few  men  to  be  knocked 
on  the  head  by  the  Indians,  as  those  ooaC  men 
were?  so  called  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Ofr.  PAtooEB,)  but  instead  of  coat  men,  he,  Mr, 
W.  thought  they  might  also  have  been  called 
petty-ooat  men,  Ac  He  finished  hie  observa- 
tions by  again  remarking,  that  the  oalcnktiona 
of  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Btkxlb)  who  hod  intro- 
duced the  motion  for  reducing  the  present  war 
eetablishmenta  were  founded  m  error  and  on^t 
not  to  have  any  weight  with  the  House.  .■ 

Mr.  Brm*.— When  the  Honse  have  delibera- 
ted, npon  the  merits  of  the  gentieman's  arga- 
ments,  and  the  trath  of  my  statements ;  and 
when  they  have  decided  the  qneetion,  I  will 
submit  to  their  deciuon ;  hut,  in  the  mean  time^ 
I  insist  that  my  oalcnlationg  are  fonnded  on  the 


. —  ,  —  the  appropriationa 

and  lawB,  Ac  I  wish  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wubwosth)  had  told  ns  where  he  has  found 
those  papers,  from  which  he  attempts  to  contro- 
vert such  authentic  documents  as  I  have  gnoted. 
I  wish  he  had  made  the  Honse  understand  then)  { 
for  my  r«rt  they  appear  unintelligiWe, 

iii,  WisBWORTH  said  it  was  from  the  laws. 

Mr,  StIXlb  explained  some  things  in  hia 
fbrmer  statementa;  end  in  teply  to  some  sug- 
gestions that  might  be  thrown  ont  with  reqwot 
to  his  iodelioata  mode  of  attacking  the  Beore- 
tary of  War,  or  the  FRwmEKT,  he  defied  any 
member  to  show  that  he  had  acted  beyond  the 
line  of  his  duty,  or  that  he  had  ever  shown  an; 
disrespect  towards  the  Pbuidsht.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  of  opinion  that  that  gentle- 
man's ofaaraoter  would  for  ever  be  seonred 
agtunst  all  the  posnbte  attacks  of  ingratitude  or 
malice,  Ac  He  also  need  some  other  very 
handsome  expressions  on  this  oocaaon,  Bnt 
whilst  he  was  ready  to  declare  these  tilings, 
and  to  prove  that  he  nad  no  personal  intentions 
of  iiijQring  the  Seoreta^  of  War,  yet,  he  would 
not  suffer  himself  to  be  deprived  of  his  privilege, 
whilst  hehad  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  that  House; 
and,  in  tlio  present  instance,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  hold  np  his  oppoaidon  i^unst  the  rapid 
increase  of  expenses  In  all  the  Departments  of 
Government,  which  he  said  were  grown  to  an 
enormous  burden  upon  the  people,  and  nn- 
warrented  by  the  oonstitntion ;  that  the* 
therefore  ought  to  be  immediately  checkei 
He  hoped,  for  the  fbture,  gentlemen  would  con- 
fine their  arguments  to  measures,  sod  not  apply 
them  to  persons.  He  sat  down,  for  the  present, 
with  this  proviso:  that  he  wixdd  reserve  to 
hjmaelf  the  ri^l  of  answering  to  what  might 
be  advanced  wunat  his  proposition,  which  he 
oonld  [wove  to  be  salutary;  and  that  the  present 
■yttem  ia  ftmdamentally  wrong. 

iii.  HannxT  was  against  adopting  the  mo- 
tion under  the  present  oironmstanoea  of  the 
oonntry,  and  he  entered  into  a  partionbr  iavc^ 
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ti^ttoa  of  the  marlta  of  the  qnoetion.  When 
the  last  \av  tor  the  more  effeoto^  protectioD 
of  the  jWmtiera  pttased,  the  subject  now  under 
ooitridera&n  wu  very  ftilly  and  ably  dieonsrad, 
and  tlie  gentlemen  who 
aagmentatloi 
attietj  them. 

Itutead  at  the  Pxhuhht^  b^ng  obliged 
nlae  the  whole  of  tiie  three  regimenta,  he  v 
to  ezerdae  his  discretion  dther  to  nuke  the 
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had  anihorit]'  to  disband  them  after  being  raised. 

The  12th  seotdon  of  tliat  law  is  thus  expreeeed : 
"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  pBEsmxirr  or  tbi 
tJxTTKD  Btatks  to  forbesT  to  raise,  or  to  disband 
after  they  shall  be  ruaed,  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  sud  three  additional  regiments,  in  case 
OTsnU  shall  In  hisjndgment  render  his  so  doing 
oonsistent  with  the  pnblio  safety." 

We  sbooJd  therefore  oonnder  whether  di^ 
onmstano^  have  so  materially  ohaiwed  rinoe 
that  time  as  to  rmider  it  proper  that  toe  Legis- 
lature should  Interfere,  repeal  the  powers  given 
to  the  FBiawtln,  and  disobarge  the  three  regi- 
ments. This  necessarily  leads  as  first  to  view 
the  sitnation  of  onr  finances,  and  the  state  of 
the  iiroatiers  at  and  immediately  before  the  time 
of  passing  the  taw.  The  extent  of  our  revenue 
was  not  as  well  known  then  as  at  present,  and 
every  good  man  deprecated  the  misfortune 
whidi  obliged  him  to  increase  the  taxes,  The  war 
was  a  disagreeable  one,  bnt  necessary,  if  peace 
could  not  otherwise  be  obtained.  The  Le^a* 
tnra  considered  the  expense,  and  were  of  opinion 
that  we  had  means  and  abilities  to  defray  the 
same.  Many  murders  and  ravages  had  been 
eommitted  bv  the  savages  on  the  frontiers. 
One  army  had  snfi^d  in  the  year  1700,  and 
nearly  a  whole  arnw  ont  off  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1791.  Aod  we  hsd  every  reason  to 
snppose  that  the  Indians  would  act  in  great 
force  agEunst  as.  Oar  finances  are  still  respect- 
able. It  is  true,  I  shoold  he  happy  if  we  could 
apply  the  monev  towards  discharging  the  na- 
tlcnal  debt  already  contracted,  bnt  the  anforta- 
nate  sitnation  of  our  (hjntiera  prevent  it.  War, 
thoagh  an  evil,  may  (from  tlie  present  dispoai- 
don  of  the  worid)  be  sometimes  necessary, 
when  nations  ore  unreasonable  and  Jostioe  can- 
not be  otherwise  obtained.  Hostditiee  have 
lately  been  oommitted  on  onr  troops  commanded 
by  Mqjor  Adur,  and  several  of  the  Bouthem 
tribes  show  themselves  inimical,  and  we  have 
no  absolute  assaraooes  that  we  shall  have  peace  in 
the  spring.  The  agreement  by  some  tribes  to  a 
Ko^tenmon  of  hostiUties,  was  only  oonv^ent  to 
them  as  it  protected  their  families  for  the  winter. 

The  great  o^ect  of  the  additional  armament 
was  to  obtain  peace:  this  is  not  yet  effected. 
May  we  promise  oarselTes  more  ancoess  in  nego- 
tiation by  laying  down  oar  arms,  or  by  rettJn- 
Ing  them!  Ilistory  ia  in  &vor  of  the  latter. 
Indeed,  I  hold  it  as  a  maxim,  that  the  nation 
which  is  prepared  for  war  can  most  easily  ob- 
tain peace.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  discover 
oo  existiDg  eaoses  for  altering  the  system  ee- 


tablishad  by  the  act  to  which  I  have  befbri  » 
ferred.  The  expense  has  been  madeav«7» 
rioos  otgection.  It  OQ|^t  to  hare  wa^t;  W 
where  measnrea  have  been  propw,  Amelia  h* 
not  regarded  it.  She  has  freely  expended  \a 
treasore  to  support  hv  rights.  We  sre  bonai 
injostice  and  honor  to  protect  onr  MioiHii 
lens  on  the  frontiers;  we  demand  from  tbas 
an  excise.  They  require  from  the  Genenl  Gor- 
trameat  protection.  I  am  for  making  pctce 
with  alt  the  Indians  in>oa  reasonable  term* ;  M 
any  oonntry  which  has  been  fairly  porduari 
fiYtm  the  Indians,  they  ^ould  not  be  pomittid 
to  repossess  or  hold  by  conquest  If  as  alto- 
tare  war  be  neceasary,  says  the  genUemsn  froa 
North  Carolina,  regular  troops  are  not  tbennl  i 
proper  to  carry  it  on.  They  are  more  en»  i 
sive,  and  nnflt  to  meet  the  savages  of  the  ^iai»  I 
nees.  As  to  the  expense,  I  have  partly  ansvinl  I 
befbre.  Bnt  if  the  gentleman  Is  to  hsTefn 
expeditions  in  one  year,  I  l>elieve  he  would  W  : 
that  his  calonlations  are  not  correct :  a  nisSt- 
tone  to  Mther  detaolmieots  or  party  wooWbat 
very  hard  apon  the  district  they  came  from ;  tb 
partial  loasof  regnlars  wonld  notbeeqniQjti^ 
very  few  of  them  having  ftmilie& 

I  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  backwoodi  lib- 
men,  bnt  I  am  confident  that  we  caanotctf' 
tunly  rely  npon  their  tnming  oat  itoBfB 
thev  might  b«  wanted;  we  oonld  notr^o 
such  uncertainty ;  and  yet  this  is  aSteni  » i 
favorite  project.  If  you  cannot  rely  upw  tluOi 
you  may  say  that  the  ordinary  imlitia  aa^ 
drafred.  Ton  woold  find  them  unfit  for  suetii 
service ;  they  would  in  general  be  ccmpcnd  d 
substitutes,  inexperienced  and  ondiseipliiK^  "^ 
it  wonld  be  un&ir  to  take  them  all  from  ll» 
frontiers,  and  some  of  theStates,  or  atleertw^ 
have  no  militia  laws.  I  am  for  retainliig  tl» 
regnlar  troops. 

The  pBXBiDiuii  has  practised  eoosomy  id  it- 
ganizing  the  troops  voted  for,  and  I  am  tw 
they  have  made  conuderable  progress  in  diso- 
pline ;  they  are  formed  into  l^caiary  cwpa,  «^ 
posed  of  horee-rifleraen, lighMnfiiutry,  uA  1* 
talion-men.  The  throe  former  will  be  fit  n 
e  service  in  the  field,  the  latUr  £k  <» 
non  duties  in  the  camp  or  garrisim.  I™ 
allow  voluntesTB  and  nillitift  their  t^  cnoit; 
but  I  do  not  think  the  regnlar  tooopa  merit  li» 
disparagement  attempt«a.  Volunteer  c^ 
have  not  been  free  from  misfortunes.  Colimd 
Orawftird,  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  vo^ 
teers  fh)m  Virginia  ai^  Penn^lvauifc  *««*" 
feated  in  the  Weston  oonntrr,  and  he  "^ 
bamt  at  the  stake.  General  Braddock,  it  " 
sud,  was  obstinate,  and  his  Europesa  tno^ 
were  nndisciplined  for  such  a  service.  To*  *""' 
ander  General  St.  Olwr  was  lost,  because  ttetw" 
were  nndisciplined  and  nnfitted  for  thai  eerriw- 
I  can  mention  several  instances  where  repi* 
troops  hare  Bncoe»fQlly  penetrated  the  In*"' 
country,  among  warlike  tribes,  witii  suceeaj  *|<J 
lonel  Montgomery,  into  the  CherokMs;  Coloiw 
Armstrong  to  the  Kittaning;  Colonel  Boqiw" 
oampaignofl7M,and  1761  Three  detaehnwo" 
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of  the  American  artay,  in  die  jesr  17^,  (one 
under  the  command  of  General  Broadbead,  one 
under  Lieutenant  Ooionel  Butler,  and  the  last 
commanded  bj  joor  hnmble  Mr*an^)  pene- 
trated the  conntr;  posaesaed  by  tJie  Sixi)  ationg. 
Neither  of  the  detschmente  was  large,  and  the 
last  had  to  contend  against  snperior  numbers. 
In  General  SnlliTan'B  campaign,  the  jear  follow- 
ing, bis  yaiigaBrdbeataneqnal,if  notaanperior 
nnmber  of  Indians,  I  might  mention  the  Boinaa 
legions;  the;  atmoet  oonatantlj  were  enooeseAil 
(gvngt  those  thej  colled  Barbariana,  nntil  their 


proweai  of  an  Indian,  bnt  I  do  deny  that  tfaej 
can  act  to  the  beet  aavantage  in  hum  bodlea. 
The;  luiTe  not  an  experienc*  of  that  md ;  dia- 
ciplioed  troope  would  haTe  the  advantage.  I 
reprobate  the  Idea  of  a  atanding  annj,  which 
might  endanger  the  libertj  of  this  ooimtry  ;  but 
I  coDdder  the  troops  oontemplated  in  the  act  of 
Ooogresa  to  be  abaolntelj  neceewry,  nntil  peace 
Bhall  be  obtained,  and  therefore  shall  vote 
agaiosta  reduction.  Everyst^  has  been  taken, 
and  I  dare  m;  will  be  taken,  by  IhePfiBsntDrr, 
to  procore  a  peace  without  blooidahed.  Oitr  mes- 
tengera  of  peace  have,  in  some  place^  been  mnr- 
derod.  and  yet  he  has  sentmeesengers  toothers. 

Hr.  C1.U1C. — One  wonld  suppose  from  the 
itjie  of  the  debate,  that  we  were  going  to 
abandon  the  frontiers,  the  safety  of  the  oonntry, 
Ac,  and  to  disband  the  whole  of  the  army :  fOT, 
the  ai^ituneots  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  op- 
posed to  the  mittion  seem  to  be  calcnlstad  to 
mislead  the  Huuho  in  that  way,  and  to  prove 
that  tlie  qoestion  onder  consideration  is  for  re- 
chidnR  the  whole  of  the  troops  now  existing. 
Bu  £ia  is  so  far  from  being  the  bne  state  of 
the  mattar,  that  it  is  not  even  contemplated  to 
disband  a  singte  man  of  them;  It  only  goes  to 
theprevention  of  raising  any  more  troope,  which 
ptthape  wonld  be  the  safest  polioy  under  the 
weMSt  drcnmstancee  and  temper  of  the  United 
mates.  There  are  alx>nt  three  thonsand  three 
hmtdred  e^ctire  men  already  r^aed,  who  are 
ioffident  to  garrison  the  forts  on  the  ftontSer, 
(p«eably  to  the  gentleman's  stal«ment  who  in- 
trodnced  the  motion ;  and,  indeed,  it  aeems  as 
If  they  were  friUy  competent,  if  we  believe  tlie 
r^MMt  that  the  Whole  c^  the  Indian  force,  at  the 
lime  of  meeting  General  St.  Olair,  and  when  they 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  was  bnt  one 
thonsand  two  hundred  warriors. 

Mr.  0.  made  some  farther  remarks  on  the 
Hotiments  which  bad  been  expressed  by  the 
gmtleman  last  np ;  Bnd,  in  speaking  of  tlie  dis- 
cretionary powers  vested  in  the  Pbibidbnt,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  sitnation  of  the  Chief 
Uagietrate  in  this  respect  woa  extremely  deli- 
cate :  for,  snpporing  ne  mi^t  be  inclined  to 
Mop  the  reomiting  service,  and  reduce  the  war 
eataUishment;  and  snpposing  the  frontiers  to 
be  again  harassed,  it  m&ht  M  charged  to  him 
for  not  having  kept  np  the  l^al  complemoit  rf 
men.  Under  this  Imprseriou,  Mr.  0.  wished 
ftat  tome  way  ooold  be  adopteid  of  oonvejing  to 


_  the  seotimenta  of  the  Legislaton 
on  this  sntjeot,  witbont  the  tedknu  fbrm  oft  law. 
Ur.  Pakekr, — ^The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania (Ur.  Rtsnxr)  btm  been  reading  a  section 
of  the  taw,  to  inform  ns  of  the  diaoretionary 

rowers  vested  in  the  Pmsmnrr,  whioh  wo  have 
sard  from  other  members  before  he  rose,  and 
whioh  we  all  knew  aa  well  as  himself.  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  gentlemen,  when  they  have  no 
other  resource  of  argnment  left,  so  often  resort- 
ing to  the  name  of  the  PBKeiniST,  to  carry  their 
measnres;  and  yet,  in  the  present  instance,  I 
much  donbt  whether  those  sentiments  are 
avowed  by  the  Prbsiuxxt,  which  have  tieen 
hid  to  his  charge  in  the  eonree  of  this  debatet 
however,  if  they  were  reaiij  so,  this  Is  not  a 
BotBdent  reason  to  nipnoe  me,  or  to  prevent  me 
from  delivering  my  own  sentimenta,  and  those 
of  my  oonstituents  who  sent  me  here  to  do  so. 
He  vindicated  the  character  of  the  militia,  in 
oppomtion  to  the  diagraceM  piotnre  which  Mr. 
Wadswobtb  had  painted  of  this  respectaUe 
class  of  dtizens,  whom  he  (Ur.  P.)  insisted 
were  always  more  spirited  soldiery,  and  fitter 
for  fighting  the  Indians  than  the  r^nlara,  ai- 
thongb  they  did  not  always  move  at  the  sound 
of  a  trumpet  or  beat  of  a  dmm;  which  were 
neceesary  to  ronse  the  attention  of  heart-broken, 
mercenary  troops,  who  seldom  act  bnt  tma 
force,  or  fear  of  the  whipping-poet.  Militia 
were  not  so  well  aoqnainted  with  military  show, 
or  the  display  of  ooliunng ;  neither  did  the  Pbbbi- 
nnrr  or  thi  OnrrED  States,  when  acting  Uo- 
Jor  of  a  regiment  little  better  than  militi^  find 
that  the  doctrine  of  tactics  was  c^  any  great 
service  to  him. 

Hr.  P.  nirther  mentioned,  that  the  Awerui:^ 
nera  of  General  Bnrgoyne's  army  ware  taken  by 
General  Stark's  miUtia  near  Bennington ;  and 
the  csjitnre  of  the  whole  of  Burgoyne'a  army 
waa  chiefly  brought  abont  by  militia,  as  General 
Lincoln  had  very  few  regular  bvope  at  the  time 
d  his  surrender.  In  short,  the  militia  bore  a 
conapionons  sliare  of  almost  every  engagement 
doring  the  war.  At  Trenton,  the  men  who 
took  the  Heariana  were  little  otlier  than  mililla, 
aa  tliey  had  been  rtuaed  bnt  a  short  lime  before. 
Ur,  P.  oonld  vonch  for  them,  as  he  was  a  wlt- 
neaa  of  th^  activity  and  braveiy.  Another 
instance  offered  (rf  their  anccesa  at  Charleston, 
after  it  waa  taken  by  the  British  and  tlie  rego- 
lars  drove  off;  the  militia  kept  possesuon  of  Uia 
oonntry  and  supported  themselves.  He  also 
remembered  having  lieen  called  away  from  the 
regnlar  army  in  the  North  to  take  the  command 
of  some  nulitia  in  Virginia,  who  supported 
themselves  for  twelve  months  without  either 
pay  or  provisions  from  the  United  States ;  and 
yet  they  were  never  Mice  defeated  or  di^;raced, 
neither  did  they  leave  the  country  nnprotected 
and  exposed;  and  all  they  received  for  their 
services  waa  oertifloates  which  neoesaity  obliged 
them  to  alienate  at  three  shillings  in  the  pound 
to  persons  who  are  now  in  poaseasioD  of  theia 
drawing  an  annual  interest  m  nearly  as  mnotL 
and  who  never  p^hapshad  a  goodwiah  toward 
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tii«  ReTolatlon.  He  next  qooted  the  militU 
under  Oolonel  Mercer,  tX  Yorktown,  who  were 
saocesBnil  in  a  skirmuh  with  the  enemy  tmder 
Tsrteton.  These  eJid  eeverol  other  arRamento 
in  &Tor  of  the  militia,  vhom  be  stiti  nuintaiued 
to  be  the  best  seonrity  of  a  oonntry,  were  awd 
t^  Mr.  F.  He  wonid  not  advooue  the  rwnng 
them  from  (tU  part«  of  the  nnit«d  StatM,  bat 
only  in  hqoIi  plaoee  as  the  tafMy  of  the  frontiera 
required  it  moet :  thej  were  not^  to  be  sore, 
aootutomed  to  the  diapky  of  the  column,  •&o., 
bnt  they  knew  how  to  take  t^e  Indians  in  a 
proper  wav  through  the  woodi. 

It  gave  oim  p^n  to  bear  the  charMt«r  of  the 
tnilltia  M)  mach  tradnoed,  and  it  also  was  a  pain- 
tol  reflection  to  think  of  the  two  disn-aoefiu  de- 
faata  of  oor  Brmiea  onder  fjienerals  Hannar  and 
Bt.  Chtir ;  indeed,  it  would  have  a  strange  ap- 
pearance to  the  world,  to  think  that  this  conn- 
try  is  inh^ited  by  ^e  same  men  who  lived  in 
1770.  He  repeated  what  he  had  before  aaaert- 
ed,  that  mort  of  tlie  present  regalars  were  col- 
lected from  the  stews  and  brothels  of  the  cities, 
and  had  none  of  the  spirit  or  prindplea  of  the 
honest  yeomanry,  who  composed  the  militia 
dnring  former  wars,  when  every  man  tnmed 
OQt  impressed  with  a  good  oanse. 

It  was  not,  he  s^d,  bis  desire  to  oriminatA  any 
Individnal  in  office,  althoogh  he  would  muntain 
luB  right  of  expressing  his  opinion  on  that  floor, 
•o  long  aa  he  neld  a  seat  in  the  Home.  Bnt 
with  regard  to  myseU^  said  he,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  poTtr  incense  into  any  man's  onp;  I 
reepeot  tbe  PkceiniNT  as  much  as  any  man,  and 
think  him  incapable  of  doing  wrong,  at  least  on 
those  principles  that  foreign  despots  are  sap- 
posed  to  do  no  wrong,  beoaose  the  people  are 
th^  snbjeots,  and  dare  not  to  say  their  sover- 
eigns do  wron^  and  dare  not  contradict  this 
tyntnnio  maztm.  If  the  House,  or  if  the  Pbksi- 
DBNT,  have  committed  an  error,  they  ooght  io 
oorreetit;  for  my  part,  I  conceived  the  whole 
of  the  plan  wrong  from  the  b^lnning.  From 
the  present  appearances,  he  was  convinced  we 
shonld  get  no  peaoe  with  tbe  Indians,  nnlees  it 
were  dictated  by  the  British  agents  in  Oaaada ; 
for  it  was  dear,  as  long  as  they  can  do  ns  the 
Ii^oatice  to  withhold  territory  from  ns,  we  oan 
hare  little  reason  to  expect  their  aid  or  friend- 
ship in  bringing  abont  a  peace  which  is  so  dedr- 
able.  He  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  day  that 
America  will  be  able  to  show  herself  superior  to 
her  enemies,  and  ohastise  them:  at  present,  it 
wonld  be  improper  to  Aigage  in  any  war,  if  it 
oonld  be  avoided. 

Inad^Cion  to  the  foregoing  reasons  offered 
by  Mr.  P.  for  being  opposed  to  a  war  establish- 
ment, he  also  remarked,  that  it  was  ttom  a  de- 
sire to  see- the  pnblio  debt  redeemed  withont 
resorting  to  new  (aiut;  for.if  they  once  should 

git  fixed  tAore,  (pointing  ap  to  the  Senate 
hamber,)  we  shonld  never  be  able  to  with- 
draw tliem.  whetherthey  were  necessary  or  not 
He  conduded  by  a  hearty  wish  that  the  motion 
made  by  his  friend  from  North  Oardina  might 
sQoceed. 
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Mr.  BocDiNiiT  was  against  the  motion,  as  bi 
thon^tauy  immediate  alteration  of  the  present 
system  would  be  attended  with  dangercnu  mb- 
•eqnences,  ander  the  present  drcnm*tanc«e  <^ 
(ha  United  States.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
be  Jnstiflahle  to  alter  it  It  would  show  sa 
instability  in  oar  public  measares,  especially  it 
this  moment,  when  we  have  done  every  thinf 
to  bring  about  a  peaoe  with  the  hostile  Indians: 
and,  when  it  is  Just  advandng  to  the  season  tat 
effecting  it — when  it  is  at  tbe  eve  of  oompletioB 
— shall  we  rashly  counteract  tiie  whole  T  and 
aAer  having  brought  the  enemy,  who  were  sa 
much  dated  on  acooont  of  their  recent  socom^ 
to  a  propw  sense  of  our  power  and  force  to  im- 
pose an  honorable  peace,  would  it  not  ha 
extremdj  imprudent  to  lessen  our  own  conse- 
qnenoe  before  we  have  accomplished  the  olgeet  t 
The  Indians  would,  in  this  case,  most  indnbita- 
bly  raise  their  demands  in  proportion  to  whit 
they  supposed  to  be  onr  wetness,  tb.  R 
added  several  other  obeervations. 

Mr.  WiLuB  had  always  been  strongly  im- 
pressed with  a  didike  for  standing  armies;  but 
when  he  considered  the  utuation  of  the  frot- 
tiara,  and  particntarly  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
he  mnst  give  his  vote  against  the  motiai. 
Neither  dtd  he  tiiink  two  regiments  by  any 
means  a  saeSdent  fbroe^  even  to  garrison  the 

On  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  rq>ortad 
progresB. 

The  Bfbaexb  Itud.  before  (he  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stata  enclodng  a  Eat  of 
tbe  sevOTal  persons  employed  in  his  onioe,  with 
the  salary  allowed  to  each,  pursuant  to  the  re- 
solution c^  this  House  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo ; 
which  wsB  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  ths 
table. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hooee  on  the  bill  making  coiiq>ensa- 
tion  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  fvt- 
sons  who  were  killed  by  IntUans,  nndor  the 
sanction  of  fiags  of  truce,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

THCBSDA.T,  Jaonary  8. 

Mr.  WnjJAx  Siotr,  from  ttw  committee  ap- 
pointed, presented  a  bill  to  regulate  the  claimi 
to  Invatid  Fensions:  which  was  rec^ved,  and 
read  twice,  and  committed. 

The  Honse  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Omn- 
mittee  of  the  '^de  on  the  lull  to  make  com- 
pensation to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain 
persons  who  were  killed  by  Indiana,  under  the 
sanction  of  flags  of  trnoe ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  the  Ohairman  reported  that  the 
committee  had  agdn  had  the  said  bill  tmder 
oondderation,  and  made  severd  amendment 
thereto, 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, do  Ue  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Uecretai;  of  Vv,  endoring  a  list  of 
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the  perBoiu  employed  In  the  Beveral  offloea  of 
hu  Depsrtment,  idth  the  BaUrv  allowed  to  each, 
pnran&Dt  to  the  reeolntion  of  uiis  House,  of  the 
81st  ultimo;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to 
Be  on  the  table. 

Military  ^tdbHthmmt. 

The  order  of  the  d&^  beinK  called  for,  the 
HoDM  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
VHrn  in  the  chidr,)  on  Hr.  Stulb'^  motion 
for  redncing  part  of  the  present  mUitBr;  estab- 
Mimeat  of  the  United  States. 

In  replf  to  the  speeoh  made  yeeterday  bj 
Hr.  WADewoBTB,snawbichhadboenn:i)reseea 
in  Eooh  strong  laagnage,  Hr.  Stkklb  thought  it 
nec«eB(U7  to  make  a  few  observations,  as  a  pre- 
Kminary,  before  the  Honse  went  fbrther  mto 
the  debate. 

The  gentleman  from  Oonnecticot  had  dispnt- 
ed  the  calcnlations  which  he,  Hr,  S,,  had  pro- 
duced. Perhape  the  gentleman's  calcnlations 
maj  be  right,  and  perhaps  both  of  onr  state- 
meats  may  be  so ;  bnt  witb  reepect  to  those 
which  I  produced,  if  the  acts  of  Congress  are 
blie,  if  tne  reports  and  estimates  of  the  Heads 
of  Departments  on  your  table,  Hr.  Bpeaxeii, 
aie  fUse,  then  my  statements  are  wrong,  or 
"nntrae"  as  the  gentleman  eipresBed  it,  and 
for  whicli,  I  hope,  on  more  cool  reflection,  he 
will  not  adhere  to.  Hr.  8.  then  read  the  acts 
.  of  Congreas  of  the  2Bth  of  September,  ITCfl, 
aethofHarch,  lT90,andl3th  of  August,  same 
year;  the  lltb  of  Febmary,  ITSl,  and  SSd 
.December,  1793,  &^.,  from  which  he  clearly 
proved  that  every  it«n  of  his  calculations  was 
anctty  quoted.  He  knew  of  no  sorplnsage 
nnezpended  at  the  War  Department,  bat 
(140,000  as  reported  by  the  Seoretary  of  the 
T^eisnry ;  if  any  gentlemen  in  the  Eoose  knew 
of  any  other,  he  hoped  they  would  mention 
them.  For  his  part,  he  thought  the  estimate 
for  1TS8  showed  very  little  savings  any  where 
from  the  RTftnts  of  the  preceding  year,  bat  it 
Kmtaiued  dranands  for  new  grants  much  larger 
than  for  any  former  year.  This,  howerer,  was 
a  satject  he  did  not  at  present  mean  to  say 
DiDch  on,  until  he  should  hear  the  sentiments 
of  other  members.  He  therefore  sat  down  with 
a  reservatioii,  that  he  wonld  take  the  liberty  of 
replying  to  snch  arguments  as  might  be  adduced 
Ignnst  his  propontion. 

Hr.  Wadswosth  disavowed  any  intention  of 
being  indelicate  in  his  expresdons  yesterday,  to- 
ward the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina ;  and 
if  he  had,  in  the  warmth  of  debate,  said  any 
thing  to  which  that  gentleman  coald  take  of- 
ftnoe,  it  was  not  meant  so,  and  ho  was  ready 
to  retract  it.  He  could  not,  however,  avoid 
taking  notice,  that  tbe  gentleman's  arguments 
appeared  to  him  to  convey  a  strong  censure  on 
the  Executive,  and  to  spread  abroad  improper 
imprea^ons.  The  principaV  error  which  he 
dwelt  on,  was  that  of  quoting  the  difference 
between  the  appropriations  of  1789  and  1790, 
to  he  so  great  as  appeared  from  that  gentle- 
man's statement.    Bnt  the  fact  is,  tliat  the  gen- 
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tteman  hod  overlooked  the  laws,  and  instead  of 
quoting  the  amount  of  the  two  appropriationa  t 
mode  in  1789,  be  had  only  mentioned  the 
amonnt  of  ons,  consequently  this  was  giving  an 
improper  impression  of  the  real  comparative 
appropriations  of  ttiose  two  years ;  for,  when 
they  are  taken  in  the  whole,  the  difference  is 
not  BO  great,  nor  the  increase  so  mnch  as  Hr. 
Stbbu  exhibited  it,  by  (37,080.  In  like  man- 
ner,  the  oomporative  increases  of  the  other  years, 
1791,  I7B2,  and  1798,  have  been  misstated,  and 
the  tmth  is,  that  the  total  inoreases  are  not  lees,  ■ 
but  more  than  the  gentleman  represented  them 
by  the  som  of  $667,880  73. 

Hr.  CiARK  hoped  the  gentleman  last  np  did 
not  suppose  that  the  Honse  was  going  to 
war  with  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  sincerely 
wished  that  some' means  should  be  adopted  of 
conveying  the  sense  of  the  Honse  to  the  Psni- 
DENT,  who  would  thereby  be  considerably  re- 
lieved from  the  dehoate  dtnation  in  which  ho 
now  stands  with  regard  to  the  discretionary 
powers  vested  in  him.  Before  Mr.  0.  sat  down, 
he  suggested  the  idea  of  filling  np  the  blank  In 
Hr.  Stselb's  motion  with  the  word  three,  so 
as  to  limit  the  military  to  three  regiments. 

Hr.  HiLLEDQE  liked  the  spirit  of  the  motion, 
in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  stoudiug  armiea ; 
but  he  was  agtunst  \\a  being  put  in  praotioe  at 
the  present  time.  He  differed  iVom  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersev,  and  as  his  motion  had 
not  a  second  he  wonld  proceed.  He  wished  the 
queetionmiderconBlderation  to  go  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  that  a  f^r  and  open  discos- 
sion  of  every  point  of  the  important  sabjeot 
might  be  broaght  into  view.  Tie  situation  of 
the  State  he  bsd  the  honor  to  represent,  had 
been  mentioned  in  the  course  of  debate ;  he 
therefore  felt  himself  called  on  to  deliver  his 
sentiments:  that  he  was  persuaded  there  was 
not  a  member  in  the  Honse  who  more  ardently 
wished  for  peace  than  himself  or  who  woold 
go  fHirther  to  promote  so  dedrahle  an  object,  as 
patting  an  end  to  a  savage  war,  and  an  enot^ 
mous  pnhlio  expense:  hut  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  reduction  of  the  militair  eetablisnment . 
would  not  answer  either  of  those  pdrpoeee; 
that  it  well  became  members  to  take  mto  oon- 
nderation  such  parts  of  the  TTnion  as  lay  ex- 
posed, and  then  Judge  the  propriety  of  the 
intended  measure ;  that  it  was  well  known  that 
Georpa  was  a  frontier  State,  bordered  on  one 
dde  by  a  nation  with  whom  a  just  understand- 
ing and  interconrse  still  remains  to  be  settled 
by  treaty,  and  on  the  other  by  a  warlike  tribe 
of  Indifms,  the  moat  nnmeroue  of  any  on  the 
continent,  ten  thousand  warriors,  besides  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  three  thonsand  and  five  hun- 
dred— a  State,  in  proportion  to  its  wealth,  and 
in  proportion  to  what  it  oontributett  to  the 
Genersl  Government,  of  the  fewest  inhabitants, 
an  extent  of  frontier  from  the  river  St.  Hary  to 
the  northernmost  line,  fnll  three  hundred  milw 
— a  conntry  hardly  at  any  period  enjoying  per> 
feet  safely,  since  the  commencement  c?  the 
Revolution.    Hy  constituents,  ssid  1m,  adopted 
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the  Federal  BjBtani,  tratn  a  hope  that  wb  shoiild 
be  protected :  wme  of  them  at  this  momeBt, 
have  never  been  »ble  to  return  to  their  halnta- 
tioDs,  which  thej  left  at  the  oonuneDONnent  of 
the  war ;  uid  I  am  warranted  in  saTins  that  a 
part  of  my  oonstitaenti  are  now  thronghont  the 
State  tmd«r  arms.  Let  -memberfl  for  a  moment' 
place  thdr  oonBtHaeDta  in  the  aitiiation  of 
mine,  and  let  me  ask  them  If  they  wonld  not 
demand  the  protecting  arm  of  Chtremment  t 
Aa  yet  we  have  azp^eneed  Hula  mora  than 
the  enfordng  a  traatj,  that  baa  not  'been  oran- 
pUed  with  on  the  part  of  the  BriUdt,  whidi  baa 
reduced  some  of  our  first  olazena  to  a  atate  <rf 
dependenoe  oa  tboee  who  sot  long  ago  were 
their  avowed  and  open  enenuei,  ana  a  d^irirft- 
tion  of  onr  terrttonal  right,  fbr  the  jieldinK  (^ 
whieh  a  permanent  peaoe  and  parmanent  line 
were  to  be  established.  Of  the  peace  we  have 
experienced  no  great  shu«,  and  as  for  the  per- 
manent  line,  it  BtiU  remains  to  be  nut,  and,  from 
well'gTonnded  informatian,  the  half-waj  con- 
dact  of  the  Oreeki  the  other  day  with  Mr.  Sea- 
grove,  gives  very  little  reasott  to  expect  it. 
Bnoh  was  the  atnation  of  his  State.  But  to 
the  point:  he  was  of  opinion  that  we  set  ont 
wrong  in  warring  with  the  Indians  at  any  rate. 
Unfi>rtimately  for  ns,  the  event  has  not  answer- 
ed the  design,  and  we  are  now  rednoed  to  that 
■tats  that  hvdtj  any  change  oan  mendL  The 
nnacoonntable  snccees  of  the  In^ans  has  so 
elated  them  with  their  prowess, — and  which 
likewiiehas  presented  views  to  the  English  and 
Spaniah  they  never  dreamed  of;  and  the  fi^de- 
rated  ntaatjon  of  the  different  tribes  oocanoned 
Mm  not  to  hesitate  in  prononnctng  that  the 
Mveral  frontier  Btatee  wonld  be  more  or  lees 
exposed  to  the  crael  ravages  of  a  savage  war- 
bra.  If  the  onatoms  of  savage  tribee  did  not 
direct  them  towards  os,  th^  were  inoenantly 
excited  by  Hie  British  and  Spaniards  to  amnse 
ns  with  fidae  pretences  ot  peace,  while  they 
were  engrosmng  the  advant^es  of  tfa^  trade. 
The  aged  Todians  kept  to  their  hunting,  and  the 
yonng  men  were  gratified  in  the  military  ex- 
ploits vrith  the  blood  of  oar  fetlow-cidzens.  In 
this  ffltnadan  the  frontier  of  the  United  States, 
a  distance  of  not  less  than  flfl^en  bnndred 
miles,  most  be  garrisoned.  He  left  it  bo  gentJe- 
men  to  calnnlato  what  force  would  be  reqnired 
for  that  purpose,  if  troops  Bhonld  be  emplojed 
in  no  other  way.  Militia,  he  said,  wera  for  sod- 
den invadon ;  they  were  scattered  when  they 
returned,  and  mnat  be  protected  while  at  home. 
The  jealonsy  of  the  English,  and  Utdr  angmentr 
ing  their  force,  snrely  ought  not  to  occasion  tlie 
redaction  of  any  part  of  onrs ;  if  any  thing,  it 
ought  to  have  a  contrary  effect.  He  likewise 
aaid  that  it  wonld  be  neceesair  to  view  the 
early  history  of  onr  eonntry,  and  find  what  had 
beeu  the  ooudDot  of  Spardards  and  Indians 
abont  the  commencement  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. The  Spaniards,  at  the  same  spot  where 
they  now  are,  by  th«r  treachery,  when  they 
were  at  peace  with  the  English,  at  a  time  when 
the  Oaroliniaofl    little    snspected,  wheo  they 
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imagined  they  were  in  perfect  aOiaooe  widi^ 
Indiana  the  Yamanes,  Creeks,  and  Gboobft 
those  Indians,  by  their  iiisti^lifHi,  iiimtij 
oat  hundred  and  thirty  of  thwr  inhibiM 
and  drove  the  rest  into  OharleattHL  T1»i»' 
habitants  of  the  capital  of  Georgia  am  h  mA 
exposed  aa  the  OaroliniansthHi  were;  adutaa 
of  twenty  miles  fi-om  Savannah,  places  titmk 
an  open,  nninhahited  oaantry,  to  th«  Cmi 
nation,  and  within  that  twoi^  mike,^iid* 
inhabited  on  aooonnt  ot  tbe  naUua  el  Hwt 
coltivation.  WbattiMlltappened,heiaiimi(b 
happen  again:  the  Spaniards  bad  not  cangii 
their  pidioy.  If;  thweAm,  we  are  tonwrnel, 
ought  we  not  to  be  ftavannedt  That,  faa 
thdr  «bogeroDa  dtnation,  eren  on  a  pean  » 
tabliahment,  Ihera  ongbt  to  be  at  lewt  ht 
hundred  troops  on  that  frontier. 

If  pnbSo  cheers  have  misapplied  the  palGi 
money,  the  constitiition  pointed  out  a  laoii  t> 
poniah  them.  Tbe  GoTemmeiU  belong  tsAi 
people,  the  offloers  are  their  servants,  w  m 
their  Repreeentativea,  and  weoogbttodotba 
jnslioe.  He  conceived  ft  was  pwsewutlifh 
any  member  to  afibrd  any  aid  or  inJiiniiitioBii 
hia  power  to  bring  these  things  to  light;  ^ 
be  felt  it  his  dety  to  make  strict  inqmrj  'a» 
the  eipenditare  of  pnldlo  money;  thst  lu  m 
sent  by  bis  oonatitoents  to  protect  thtir  !»*■ 
pertj,  and  in  doing  that  should  vote  agusst  Its 
present  propodtion. 

Mr.  F1BDIJ.T  observed  that  a  diflareMe « 
(^linion  existed  in  respect  to  the  motion  6x  R- 
dncing  the  army.  The  mover  was  fer  fil- 
ing up  the  blank  with  two  raiments;  b«t  Kr. 
(XtRK  had  proposed  three,  and  wasigsiis'^ 
cbar^Dg  any  of  those  already  eolined.  JH 
principle  of  the  motion  was  what  he  wisben''' 
speak  to.  Pasdng  by  the  oomparstirs  new,  v 
mnch  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  deUtt, » 
militia  and  regulars,  he  atmck  at  onoe  i>^  ^ 
heart  of  the  question,  Tbe  redemption  a  Im 
public  debt,  from  the  savings  to  be  nuid«bjttj 
reduction  of  the  army,  seemed  to  be  »  ptisai* 
olgect  with  some  members,  but  in  his  odoiw. 
it  was  no  more  titan  a  secondsry  one:  tw  »" 
fence  of  the  frontier  is  of  superior  ooncetn. 

The  origin  of  the  war  goes  mooh  w™" 
back  than  that  of  the  present  Govemmait;  « 
arose  ont  of  the  war  with  Britain ;  «i^  ''J* 
been  ever  since  nhnnging  for  the  worse,  ontn  n 
has  at  length  assumed  a  very  alarmiog  ««; 
plezion ;  for  it  has  united  a  grester  "["'^  " 
tribes  than  has  ever  been  known,  md  i'^^' 
posed  a  much  greater  extent  of  our  froniw- 
With  regard  to  tie  mismanagement  or  eiiii^^ 
any  there  were,  it  was  no  pface  to  disc"?^ 
subjects  by  deaultory  debating  in  •^.rf^ 
whilst  there  were  other  modes  opML  °^1^ 
however,  believe  that  any  material  a'"'**- , 
taken  place  indeed.  This  war  is  not  one  ol^ 
faults  chargeable  to  the  Executive,  for ''  "^ 
with  more  justice,  perhaps,  be  said  to  h»"  ^ 
its  origin  in  the  ineffectual  o'«**'"'?tj  nn- 
Legiakture.  The  first  Congress  WW^rLii, 
der  the  present  Government  found  tbe  uww 
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ftrtftteof  war;  aodaldionf^cmeregliiMntwaa 
■Udonad  at  Pittibmvj  jet  tha  mUilia  were  not 
relieved  from  kctoal  Mrrioe.  Bat  the  lately 
r^sed  tro(^  may  peAi^w  be  foond  more  effoo- 
tnal,  aa  it  Is  said  there  ia  an  excellent  ajBtem  at 
diacipline  etbUiUahed  amongrt  them. 

With  regard  to  the  argnment  that  the  TTnion 
eaanot  rappmrt  ao  heavy  an  Axpenaa  by  new 


taxee,  he  waa  of  o[^on  tliat  erery  oonddenk 
tion  ought  to  i^TO  way  to  theaafetj  and 
lion  of  the  ooontry. 


oomplisbios  a  peaoc^  and  it  on^t  not  to 
aiTesl«d  without  a  trial  bdng  made.  TheiD- 
deflned  law  anthtnisliw  Uke  FjatBSDtxr  to  call 
OBt  the  miUtia,  and  the  levke  tmder  GeiMnd 
Harmar,  did  not  anawer  the  end  intended,  fbr 
the  time  of  th^  enlistment  had  Dearly  ezidred 
ere  th«T  had  reached  their  dealinalicHi ;  bat  if 
G^ural  Harmar  bod  carried  ont  two  regimenta 
of  permanent  troow  he  oonld,  withont  the  a»- 
aiataaoe  of  the  militia,  have  deatro^od  all  the 
Indian  towna  and  villagee  that  atood  m  hia  way, 
and  he  wodM  have  completed  the  ol^eot  of 
erecting  a  line  of  poeta  which  wonld  aeonre  a 
laatiiw peace;  bntmimtheweekneaaoftheforoe 
and^a  indBcacy  of  the  law,  the  pnipoee  waa 
arrested  at  a  criltoal  moment,  and  the  Tuueance 
of  the  IndiBtiB  ronsed  to  the  ntmoet  plb£ ;  in- 
ateftd<tf  their  fears  bring  alarmed,  the  next  Aep 
of  runng  another  r^ment  waa  iff  a  piece  witii 
the  former  weak  policy ;  for  the  enoooragemest 
was  insnffiuent,  and  the  miserable  two-dollar 
men  who  were  raised  for  a  six  months''  serrice 
— their  fote  is  too  well  known,  and  will  be  long 
remembered.  Thev  arrived  at  the  wildemesa 
with  clothing  that  lasted  only  to  the  time  they 
reached  the  scene  cf  action,  and  those  who 
were  not  cut  off  by  the  enemy  were  left  to 
starve  with  cold  in  the  most  inclement  season. 

The  fetal  catastrophe  of  this  campugn  has 
only  served  to  elate  the  Indians,  and  render 
them  inaolent,  aa  qtpears  from  their  treatment 
of  our  DMesengen  nnder  flass  of  truce.  The 
parsimony  on  tuoae  oocanona  has  been  the  oaose 
of  a  doDue'expoise. 

In  opposition  to  this  it  may  be  said  thatthcae 
MrnmoMone  plans  were  recommended  hj  the 
Ezecntive^  and  onlv  enacted  into  laws  by  the 
Lepdatore.  His,  however,  if  it  were  the  (act, 
is  no  apology  fbr  the  Legislatnre,  for  they 
hare  no  right  to  cast  their  LegialatiTe  r«eponffl- 
bilityopon  the  ExecutiTe Department;  nor  can 
they  do  it  withont  a  breach  of  tmat  towards 
their  oonetitnenta.  The  memben  knew  tliat 
the  wioonruemMit  of  pay  and  time  of  enlists 
ments  woola  never  answer  any  good  purpose ; 
the  wont  of  resources  conld  have  been  no  reason 
for  that  paniiiioiiy  toward  the  defence  of  the 
fnwtiefs,  oe<MHise  it  ia  known  that  we  fonnd 
reveODe  enon^  not  only  to  pay  the  iater«et  of 
the  pnblio  debt,  and  to  sapport  the  Government, 
bnt  even  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  individnal 
Btatea.  The  conviction  of  these  mistakes  In- 
dnced  Congress  at  last  to  make  adequate  provi- 
sion,  and  now  ao  attempt  is  made  to  withdraw 


the  means  before  the  end  is  aeocmplished.  The 
other  brandi  ot  the  Legialatore  haa  prevented 
ns  fh>m  ffvisg  hi^er  wages  to  enoonnige  the 
recrnltiitgservloe;  but  notwithstsnding  all  this, 
it  uipears  to  go  on  with  eonsideraUe  snooeas. 

Here  he  mentioned  something  of  the  conS- 
dential  contmnnications  which  he  was  not  now 
at  liberfy  to  explMn.  The  gentleman  who  says 
that  two  regiments  are  soffldent  to  gBrris<Mi  tlie 
forte,  ought  to  consider  that  garrisoning  those 
ia  not  the  only  otjeot  in  oontemplation.  If  we 
expect  to  exist  as  a  nation  we  most  protect  th» 
whole  frontier,  and  make  it  the  interest  of  the 
Indians  to  be  at  peace  with  na. 

Bat  do  geotiemen  oondder  the  oonseqnenoea 
(^  throwing  all  Internal  defenoe  and  distant  ex- 
peditiona  tmon  the  militia  t  la  it  not  enongh 
that  they  uready  stand  as  a  picket  guard  to 
their  brethren  who  live  at  ease;  that  they  eat 


thdr  bread  in  the  f^ar  of  their  lives,  and  ore 
fre^nently  embittered  with  the  view  of  monmAil 
incidents;  bat  that  we  must  lay  a  deliberate 
idan  for  increadng  the  nnmber  oT  their  ikther- 
leas  children  and  childless  parental 

To  aay  that  those  States  who  have  frontiers, 
onght  to  be  left  to  protect  themselvee,  is  a  very 
onn-Fedecal  sentiment,  which  he  was  sonr  to 
hear  advanced  In  that  Honse.  Neither  is  It 
generons  to  say  we  will  pi^  the  exp«is£^  and 
let  them  fight  for  ns.     Bo  gentlemen  contem- 

E'ate  to  what  issae  these  principles  woald  lead) 
o  they  not  observe  that  the  fete  of  the  Oot- 
enunentisdaeplyinvolvedinthedecnricait  Per- 
h^  I  may  be  asked,  Did  not  the  Stotea  depend 
chiefly  npoa  thur  own  exertion  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  nnder  the  old  Oongreest  Yee, 
they  did,  and  were  betier  protects  than  since 
that  period.  Bnt  let  it  be  recollected  that  at  the 
time  the  States  had  the  command  of  their  own 
reeonroee,  and  the  laying  and  execating  thrir 
own  plans,  that  the  Indians  were  not  so  fbrmi- 
d&bly  combined.  Bat  that  sinoe  the  States  had 
not  the  power  of  retalistins,  dot  the  means  <rf 
grati^ing  with  presents ;  ^oe  the  Indians  have 
been  solemnly  told  to  look  away  from  the  littie 
fires  of  the  States,  to  the  great  fire  of  the  Union, 
they  have  looked  npon  m  as  a  more  formidable 
and  dangerous  foe,  and  made  their  arrangements 
aooordiogty;  and  Enropeen  nadonsL  and  emis' 
ssriea  among  them,  have  improved  npon  the 
dromnstance,  and  eidted  and  aided  diem  in 
their  nnion  and  exertions. 

He  made  some  farther  remarks  on  the  im- 
policy of  o^readng  the  militia  at  Marietta,  Ac, 
and  asked  if  it  were  possible  that  those  nufor- 
te  few  could  be  able  to  protect  the  whole 
ler  against  the  anited  force  of  the  IndiaoBl 
)  agreed  with  those  who  said  that  the  sense 
cf  the  people  of  America  was  in  fevor  of  peace ; 
bnt  the  qnestion  is  come  to  this.  It  is  not  to 
begin  a  war  that  we  have  raised  this  army,  bnt 
to  procure  a  peace,  and  so  soon  as  this  end  is 
attained,  the  army  will  be  discharged.  It  ia 
raised  to  protectj  not  to  oppress,  or  to  dd  In 
governing  our  citizens.  I  know,  said  he,  that 
itonding  amues  have  always  been  sonroea  of 
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oppression  and  aida  of  tjranny.  Oar  people 
msj  long  be  gOTeroed  withont  such  aidB ;  their 
aitnadon  will  not  admit  of  abases  IW>m  standing 
armiea,  nor  woald  the  dtizene  iabmit  to  them. 

He  was  confident  that  the  army  would  be 
discharged  bj  the  next  Legidatnre,  as  soon  as  a 
prospect  of  onr  affairs  will  admit  it.  The  pres- 
ent proapects  were  not  of  a  very  flattering  na- 
ture, and  therefore  it  was  good  policT  tAieep 
np  the  force  at  the  present  crisis ;  and  it  wonld 
be  dangerous  to  repeal  the  law  under  the  oir- 
gmnstanoeB. 

The  present  Indian  war  is  essentially  different 
firom  any  former  one.  When  Britain  and  France 
divided  North  America  betwixt  them,  if  the 
emisBgrie*  of  both  excited  the  Indians  t«  war, 
the  power  of  both  afforded  protection.  Whea 
Britain  became  possessed  of  the  Western  poete, 
and  many  tribes  of  Indians  oonunenced  a  war, 
the  British  Government  oondncted  the  war, 
carried  it  into  the  lodiao  country,  and  by  the 
dread  of  their  arms  prooored  p^ce ;  but  the 
Indians  were  not  then  snpported  by  other 
powers.  In  the  present  war,  the  Indiui^  who 
at  that  time  knew  nothing  of  ns,  have  combin- 
ed to  make  it  a  oommon  cause ;  and  no  superior 
powers  interest  themselves  in  onr  favor,  No: 
the^  CQSoeive  onr  interest  to  be  inimical  to 
theirs.  But  if  they  did  not  receive  enoonrage- 
ment,  protection,  and  suppliea  from  onrsapenor 
nei^bors,  a  peace  would  soon  be  procured. 
The  gentlemen  who  anpport  this  resolution  know 
well  bow  that  matter  stands,  and  they  know 
explanaUons  here  are  not  convenient  He.oon- 
dnded  by  declaring  that  be  could  not  vote  for 
the  motion. 

The  committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to 
rft  again. 

FuDAT,  Jannary  4, 

Sauubl  Stxbbbtt,  from  Uaryland,  appeared, 
ftod  took  bis  seat  in  the  House. 

The  House  prot^eeded  to  connder  the  amend- 
ments reported  yesterday  by  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  the  bill  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  certain  per- 
sons who  were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the 
sanction  of  flags  of  truce;  and  the  same  being 
read,  some  were  agreed  to  and  others  disagreed 
to.  And  then  the  said  bill,  being  flirther 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was,  together 
with  the  amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow,  * 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  enclosing 
lists  of  the  persoos  employed  in  the  sever^ 
offices  of  liis  Department,  with  the  salary  allow- 
ed to  each ;  also,  a  letter  accompanying  certain 
statements  relative  to  foreign  loans,  which  have 
been  made  by  the  United  States,  under  the  an- 
thority  of  the  Preddent,  pursuant  to  the  resoln- 
(donsof  tliis  House  of  the  24th  and27th  nldoio; 
which  wete  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hooae  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the 


dtims  to  Invalid  Penaons ;  and,  after  some  tiw 
spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and  nfottA 
progitsi.  

SxTvaDAT,  January  6. 

A  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eitj  <J 
Hudson,  in  the  State  of  New  Tork,  wis  pn- 
Bented  to  the  House  and  read,  stating  the  in- 
oonveniencee  under  which  they  \abSt,  fna 
b^g  obliged  to  register,  enter,  and  deer  thor 
veeseU  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  fnja% 
that  the  said  city  of  Hndson  may  be  midc  ■ 
port  of  entry.  Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  &t 
Treasury,  with  instruction  to  examine  the  ttat, 
and  report  his  opinion  thereapon  to  the  Boiae. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  oompensatkiti  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  oert^n  peratws  wbo 
were  killed  by  Indians,  under  the  sancticaic' 
flags  of  tmca,  was  read  the  third  time  sad 

The  BrauxR  laid  befiwe  the  House  t  letltr 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aocompanying  U* 
copy  of  a  message  of  Complantcr  and  Kw 
Arrow  to  M^or  General  Wayne,  dated  the  Bi 
of  December  lost,  relative  to  tbe  measores  Thick 
they  have  taken  to  oondude  a  peace,  on  be'iil' 
of  the  tTnited  Btatea,  with  vertain  tribes  of  Iks- 
tile  Indians;  which  wh«  read  andoidendtt 
lie  ^  the  table. 

Military  BtUAluhmaitt. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  Into  s  Qm 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  motioB  « 
the  28th  ultimo,  for  reducing  the  militUTW- 
tablishment  of  the  Umted  States. 

Mr.  HooBB  said,  that  there  was  not  scSckb' 
infoTmation  befbre  the  Honse  reqwedng  tit 
prospect  of  a  peace,  to  warrant  a  siulden  nd»- 
tion  of  the  army.  He  referred  to  the  sbwa 
which  had  been  hint«d  at  in  some  of  tH 
branches  dependent  on  the  War  EslabKilmKiit, 
but  he  did  not  believe  there  had  be«i  any  wo™ 
muoh  notice.  He  also  mentioned  the  alistrw^ 
uess  of  attempting  an  investigatioB  into  1» 
origin  of  the  war — whether  the  froBtier«tt!««i 
or  the  Indians,  were  in  fault,  was  a  difficult  lbii« 
to  determine;  bnt  from  many  cuwunstanotj  i' 
appeared  to  him,  the  white  people  were  wW" 
guilty  of  committing  depredations.  'Hiis  «, 
iu  his  opinion,  a  gwd  reason  why  the  I"'**' 
tion  of  those  frontiers  should  not  be  intnif«ed  tt 
the  militia  that  would  be  rrised  tiiere.  Sub 
we  inbTist  the  conduct  of  that  matter  to  W 
very  persons  who  it  has  been  allied  are  oW" 
the  aggressors  I  Oan  the  President,  at  m  a* 
tance  he  is  situated  from  the  Western  temtoTr. 
check  all  the  irr^nlar  proceedings  that  mip^ 
happen  amongst  such  a  militiat  Th*'* Jt! 
two  obvious  reasons  for  passing  the  Isff  rf  l» 
6th  of  March,  1TB2,  for  the  protection  of  t» 
frontiers  by  r^nlar  forces-  First,  it  conM  ■=» 
be  expected  that  militia  would  always  pw 
successful  against  the  Indians,  becaaseths  w^ 
are  gmning  more  eiperience  every  day  ^ 
mode  of  warftre,  and  there  can  be  no  *^ 
enoe  on  a  treaty  between  tbow  nuUba  mw"" 
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Indiaiu.  The  second  reason  was,  tLat  the  Pres- 
ident was  strongly  impressed  with  tlie  Deco»- 
■i^^  erf  establishlog  the  greatest  degree  of  har- 
moDj  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
bj  anconra^Dg  aod  protecting  a  bade  with 
tfaem,  and  that  this  conld  be  easiest  and  beet 
effected  by  establishing  a  line  of  forts  along  the 
frontiers,  to  be  garrisoned  by  regular  troops. 
Til.  H.  neit  mentioned  someUiing  of  the  man- 
aeis  and  caatoms  of  the  Indians,  whose  practice 
It  is  to  spend  meet  of  their  time  on  their  hunt- 
ing grounds,  leariug  theif  old  men,  women,  and 
children,  in  their  towns.  They  IjaTe  no  regnlar 
plan  of  goTemment,  and  can  only  be  attached 
ttj  inflaencing  some  of  their  cbiefe.  Tlie  sys- 
tem of  harasfdng  them  b^  baming  and  destroj> 
ing  their  towns  at  the  tmie  the;  are  emi>1oyed 
in  hunting,  has  come  reoommenaed  to  ns  Dy  ex- 
perience, and  regnlar  troops  are  the  best  to  be 
wnplojed  in  this  service.  Their  present  inex- 
perience will  soon  be  done  away  by  a  proper 
mode  of  discipline,  and  why  may  not  these 
troops  be  soon  inetractedt  Are  they  not  as 
c^wble  of  receiving  instructions  as  miUtia,  and 
may  we  not  expect  more  subordination  amongst 
them,  than  could  poadbly  be  established  over 
militia!  He  ooDolnded  by  declaring  himself 
aguDst  the  motion, 

[Here  the  Sfkxebb  infonned  the  Chair  that 
he  nad  received  a  confidential  message  from  the 
Pkksioknt.  The  committee  tbeo  rose,  and  the 
gAlleriee  were  closed  for  some  time.] 

The  House  having  gone  into  Oommittee,  the 
debate  was  renew^  by  Mr.  WiiiiiMSOM,  Mr. 
ltADiso;{,  and  Mr.  Steele. 

Mr.  &TB«tB  rose  after  Mr.  MiDisotr,  and  said 
he  was  perfectly  iu  sentiment  with  that  gentle- 
man, in  Hgard  to  the  propriety  of  inserting  an 
amendment  to  the  motion,  which  might  secure 
a  snfBuent  appropriation  to  oarry  on  ofibnslve 
operations  against  the  hostile  Indians,  by  the 
militia  of  the  frontiers;  and  if  an  alteration  was 
propoeed  to  that  effect^  he  would  second  it. 
The  attention  of  the  Honse  to  this  qnestion 
qt^ks  its  importance;  it  is  probable  one  more 
important  will  not  occur  donng  the  present  see- 
ROn,  On  its  dedaion  are  suspended  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  the  people  of  tlus  country,  th^ 
liopes  of  a  speedy  kd&  honorable  peace,  and  their 
fMia  of  a  standing  army,  with  its  nsnal  retinue 
of  political  evils. 

The  present  is  regarded  as  an  interesting  epoch 
in  the  affidrs  of  the  TTnited  States ;  and  it  has 
been  perceived,  with  serious  r^et,  that  while 
oar  national  character  is  forming,  iha  hoped  it 
ma  not  yet  formed,)  it  seems  to  partake,  in 
■nine  respects,  more  of  the  unuatnral  spirit  of 
monarchy,  than  of  the  mild  and  couoiliatoiy 
temper  of  a  republic  The  principle  of  keeping 
np  standinx  armies,  tbongh  highly  cbnoiions  to 
the  greatbody  of  the  people,  has  not  been 
eqouy  so  to  the  Oovemment ;  they  have  been 
maintained  and  increased  without  affording  mv> 
tection,  or  even  defence  to  the  frontiers.  The 
■oppbes  neoessary  to  support  the  establishment 
Ixgm  to  discover  an  aumung  deraugemeot  of 
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public  finances,  and  it  is  now  incumbent  on 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  check  this 
growing  mischief. 
Mr.  S.  then  adverted  to  the  effects  of  standing 
mice  on  the  morals  and  political  sentiments  (M 
the  people,  wherever  they  had  been  employed; 
of  the  eipensiveness  of  ^1  such  establishments, 
and  of  the  wicked  purposes  to  which  they  had 
been,  and  might  be  subservient  He  said  he 
had  prepared  himself  to  have  spoken  largely  to 
this  point,  and  to  have  qnoted  the  pernicious 
efiects  of  snch  a  policy  in  other  nations ;  but  the 
debate  having  been  already  lengthy,  and  the  com- 
mittee probably  fatigued,  it  would  be  sufficient 
for  his  present  purpose,  for  the  members  to  make 
their  own  renections,  and  to  mark  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  army  from  1TS9  to  lTfi2,  both 
m  numbers  and  expenses.  Instances  fVom  for- 
eign histoid  are  superflnona,  when  onr  own  af- 
fords such  ample  teetimony.  The  establishment 
began  with  one  re^ment:  it  is  now  five.  The 
Honse  was  called  on  in  17SS  to  ^propriate  a 
litUe  more  than  {100)000  for  that  Department; 

the  present  year,  above  {1,000,000  is  de- 
manded. The  reason  of  this  extraordinary 
additional  expenditure,  this  unexpected  increase 
of  the  army,  if  not  enveloped  in  darkness,  has 
been  fonnded  on  policy  hitherto  not  satisfactorily 
explained.  He  said,  however  lightly  he  was 
disposed  to  touch  this  part  of  the  subject,  be 
oonld  not  avoid  reminiung  the  oommittee  of 
the  memorable  sentiments  of  17Tfl,  in  regard  to 
standing  armies ;  of  the  universal  abhorrence  oi 
the  Americans  to  tbem  at  that  time;  and,  to 
illnetrate  it  more  clearly,  he  read  the  expressions 
of  some  of  the  States  in  their  Bills  of  Right, 
These  were  the  sentiments  of  the  Vhigs  of  1776, 
and  to  snoh  Tbigs  he  wished  to  appeal  on  this 
occBuon.  He  also  reminded  the  oommittee  of 
the  recent  debates  of  173S,  of  the  amendments 
proposed  iu  several  of  the  State  Conventions j 
of  the  unanimity  which  prevailed  among  oil 
ranks  of  people  on  this  partioolar  point ;  and 
it  is  now  to  be  lamented,  said  he,  that  while 
the  ink  which  recorded  these  objections  to  tbe 
constitution  is  yet  drying,  the  evil  then  predict- 
ed has  taken  pkoe.    ' 

If  there  is  a  subject  on  which  much  delibera- 
tion ia  unnecessary,  in  order  to  form  a  right 
opinion,  it  would  i>e  in  regard  to  military  estab- 
lishments. The  (telings  of  a  free  people  revolt 
at  their  continuance,  an^  every  man  who  reads 
or  thinks,  can  point  out  their  dangers.  He  said 
he  felt  more  anxiety  for  the  Aite  ot  this  motion, 
than  oommonly  marks  his  conduct,  becaose  this 
is  the  last  seouon  that  will  ever  wSbrd  him  an 
opportmiity  to  trouble  the  House  with  his  sen- 
timents on  thi9  or  any  other  subject.  The  mo- 
tion was  brought  forward  to  discharge  a  dn^ 
which  be  owed  to  his  constituents,  to  satis^ 
his  own  conscience,  and  to  afford  that  prolec' 
tion  to  the  frontiers  which  they  deserved,  and 
to  save  tbe  pnblio  money.  If  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  zeal  was  discovered  in  supporting  th< 
motion,  it  ou^t  to  be  attributed  to  tltece^  anc> 
no  other  motivea. 
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The  qQeBdon  will  dow  »con  be  Ukea;  if 
adopted,  I  abiUl  be  unong  tbose  who  r^oloe ;  if 
r^ected,  among  tJioee  who  hare  always  Bnb- 
mitted  with  a  proper  degree  of  decency  to  the 
declricm  of  the  majority.  But  in  anj  event,  the 
pablio  will  know  that  we  have  aseerted  the 
■enae  of  the  people  against  standing  armiee ; 
that  we  are  anxiona  to  defend  the  frontiers 
against  tbeir  enemiee;  that  we  have  reoom- 
mended  a  ayatem  of  eoonomy  and  efficiency,  in- 
stead of  profnuon  and  delay;  that  we  have  ro- 
oommenaed  a  aystem  calculated  to  prodnoe 
victory  and  peaces  inatead  of  disgrace  and  war ; 
and  tliat  we  wish  to  Teeone  the  Qovemment 
from  the  intozioatjon  of  the  tlmea,  and  all  the 
■p«ry  of  military  eetablishmenta. 

He  Bud  he  had  been  attentive  to  the  argn- 
menta  of  the  opposition,  and  they  led  prinol- 
paily  to  fonr  points.  If  neither  ot  theee  posi- 
tions be  fbond  tenable,  the  motion  will  oertainly 
BQooeedj  and  that  they  are  not  tenable,  is  be- 
lieved and  will  be  shown. 

iBt.  It  has  been  boldly  aasraied  that  the 
FbW>knt  ia  the  anthor  of  the  eiistiDg  sys- 
tem. 

Sdly.  The^  call  in  qneetion  the  sincerity  of 
our  declarations  in  wishing  to  affixd  effectual 

ooy  of  the  mili- 
tia. 

Itbly.  The  impolicy  of  reducing  the  estab- 
Ushment,  when  a  treaty  ia  expected. 

In  re^ird  to  the  first,  we  deny  that  (he  Prks- 
IDEOT  is  the  author  of  ttua  plan  of  prosecnting 
the  war.  Kot  having  avowed  ezplicitlj  himself 
that  he  Is  so,  no  docoment  appearing  to  eon- 
firm  that  opinion,  we  arejostined  in  attribaljng 
a  eyst«m  wnich  t^pears  to  w  ineffectnal  to  his 
Secretary,  and  not  to  him. 

It  is  trae,  that  the  Secretary  is  only  a  finger 
of  his  hand,  and  the  intimate  oonneotion  which 
must  of  necessity  subsist  between  them,  per- 
haps, IB  the  ground  upon  which  the  asserdon  has 
been  made.  The  Seoretaries  are  all  eqnally 
near  to  the  pBESiDEirr,  and  if  it  be  adinitt^ 
that  he  is  the  anthor  of  this,  he  may,  with  eqnal 
propriety,  be  said  to  have  been  the  anthor  of 
eve^  sy^em  on  general  snl^eots  which  either 
of  them  have  reoommended. 

Was  he  the  author  of  the  report  on  the  fish- 
eries t  Was  he  the  anthor  of  the  plan  for  ee- 
tabli^iing  the  Kational  Bank!  It  is  known 
that  he  was  not.  and  circtunstances  might  be 
mentioned  (whicn  are  withheld  from  deuoacy) 
to  confirm  thia  opinion. 

"•     '     ■'      * "      "    ■  mf 


lion,  would  not  be  willing  to  give  the 
that  credit  if  he  claimed  it,  and  soma  who  sup- 
port this  motdott  would  not  only  be  sorry  that 
the  Pbesidbnt  had  even  claimed  such  a  credit, 
but  believe  that  it  was  in  no  respect  attribnta- 
ble  to  him.  The  same  Mntleman  (Mr.  Wam- 
tobtb)  who  first  asserted  that  the  PEBaioBNT 
was  the  author  of  this  militair  plan,  in  the 
aame  speech  admitt«d  it  to  l>e  the  war,  aa  well 


as  the  plan  of  the  House,  and  then  argned  en 
the  necessity  of  stability  in  oor  meaaores.  It  is 
not  very  material  to  the  present  question  whose 
plan  it  IB ;  being  a  public  measure,  we  are  joati- 
Qed  in  offering  onr  obJectionB  to  it;  and  this  is 
the  first  time  that  I  have  heard  it  publicly  as- 
serted that  a  Government  should  persevere  in 
an  error,  because  they  had  ondcrtaken  it.  If 
the  plan  be  a  good  one,  it  may  be  supported  tiy 
reason ;  if  a  bad  one,  no  name  onght  to  be  call- 
ed in  to  prop  it  np. 

The  Inoonristonoy  of  that  gentlnnan'a  (Kr. 
W&nawoBTH'e)  argnmenta  not  only  e)^>porti 
the  motion  before  the  oommttte^  bat  anows 
the  wret«hed  shifts  which  have  beat  used  to 
defeat  it 

It  has  been  sud,  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
that  individual  members,  and  even  this  Bbos^ 
are  tnoompetent  to  decide  npon  the  efficacy  or 
inefScacy  of  military  plans.  In  answer  to  tlus 
it  may  m  said,  that  if  we  are  not  all  Genoals, 
we  are  all  members,  and  that  we  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  thinking  for  ourselves  and  for  oor  oon- 
stitnents.  To  aoinit  this  doctrine  in  the  Istitade 
which  has  been  expressed,  would  be  to  intro- 
dnce  military  ideas  mdeed ;  it  would  be  to  mate 
soldiers  of  as,  insteU  of  Legislators :  nay, 
worse  than  that,  It  wonid  be  to  revive  the  ex- 
ploded doctrines  of  pasmve  obedience  and  non- 
resistance. 

In  regard  to  the  dncerity  of  his  int«nticBis  to 
afford  effectnal  protection  to  the  frontiers,  Mr. 
S.  said  that  he  had  been  sufficiently  ^^dt; 
that  a  feeling  for  the  sufferers  had  dictated  this 
motion;  that  he  was  sotry  that  it  had  beoi 
whispered  in  the  ears  of  some  of  the  mwihea 
that  it  was  intended  to  withhold  the  neceraary 
appropriationa,  and  divert  them  to  other  pui^ 

If  two  regiments  were  insufficient  to  garrison 
all  the  posta  necessary  for  defence,  he  would 
even,  nnder  certdn  restrictions,  consent  to  coa- 
tdnue  the  three  snb-le^ons,  thereby  unaWing 
the  Fbesident  to  establish  doable  the  number 
of  poata  now  erected,  if  he  ehoold  deem  it  advia- 
able.  Regular  troops  being  inowable  of  active 
expeditions  against  Indians  in  the  wildemeo, 
Ms  wish  was  to  abandon  that  system  and  ooofina 
them  entirely  to  the  garrison. 

The  next  ol^ection  to  the  motion  ia  the  in- 
competency of  the  militia ;  and  to  support  thlB 
opinion  tlte  gentieman  from  Oonneotiont  (Mr. 
Wadbwobtb)  has  made  this  expre^on,  "  that 
as  to  the  expedition  nnder  General  St.  Clair, 
the  regulars  were  few,  and  not  to  be  uameo 
when  compared  with  the  number  of  the  mili- 
tia." The  truth  is,  there  was  not  a  man  en- 
gaged that  day  as  a  militia  man,  except  tbe  ad- 
vance guard  conunanded  by  Ckjlonel  Oldham, 
which  consisted  of  about  three  hundred,  per- 
baipa  a  few  more.  The  field  return  of  the  day 
preceding  the  action  being  in  the  War  (Mos, 
this  can  be  ascertained  with  precision.  Iha 
balance  of  the  army  on  that  unfortunate  day,  had 
been  enlisted  as  regulars,  were  fought  as  regu- 
lars, even  clothed  as  regulars,  and,  poor  fallovf, 


^ed  like  tegnlsre.  They  suffered  th«  fete  which 
swalM  everj  regular  srniy  deetised  for  rimilar 
expeditioDB.  Even  the  handAil  of  militia  em- 
plojed  that  day,  did  not  deserve  that  name ; 
they  were  chiefly  snbstitutw  for  drafted  men 
from  the  ceded  territory.  This  draft  became 
nnavradaUe,  from  a  miefortnne  to  General  Be- 
vier,  vhioh  Mr.  Stseli  related. 

The  attack  on  M^or  Adair  h^a  also  been  men- 
tkmed  as  a  proof  of  the  incompetency  of  militia, 
and  Mr.  8.  inriBted  that  the  only  inference  which 
oonld  be  drawn  from  thence  was,  that  one  hmi- 
dred  militia  were  able  to  repel,  bat  not  destroy, 
niar  two  hnndred  Indiana.  This  event  he 
OMioeived  was  in  favor  of  and  not  agaiuat  his 
motion. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  argtiments  of  ili. 
Wadbtobth,  in  remrd  to  the  war  of  1763 ;  of 
ttie  eetabliahment  of  poata  in  Pennaylvania  and 
Virginia,  and  of  the  nicceas  of  Colonel  Boqnet'e 
expedition.  If  twowom-ont  regiments  at  that 
Ime  were  anffldent  to  defend  the  frontiers,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  the  mOitia,  to  terminate  the 
war,  two  new  regiments,  with  all  the  rigor 
which  the  (^tleman  described  them  to  poeseas, 
with  the  aid  of  estahliahed  posta,  and  a  mnch 
more  effective  militia,  can  certainly  be  eqnal  to 
the  aane  end.  After  examining  Mr.  W.'a  argn- 
menta  for  some  time,  Mr.  8.  said,  that  when 
analyzed,  it  woold  be  foand  that  they  proved 
more  than  they  were  intended  to  prove ;  bnt 
the  merits  of  thia  motion  did  not  require  that 
he  ahoold  take  advantage  of  these  indiacxe- 
tioiip. 

He  showed  ftom  the  history  of  1763,  that 
though  poata  were  eetabliahed,  with  a  handfdl 


frtmtier  people  were  always  obliged,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  de&nd  tbemaelveB;  that  they  were 
best  calcnlated  for  that  services  and  that  they 
would  perform  it  now  with  alacrity  and  sncceea, 
if  wdl  rewarded. 
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I.  then  rrfbted  the  objection  against  the 
..  on  aoconnt  <^  their  waste  ana  expense 
whioh  Hr.  W.  had  allnded  to.    The  law  allowB 


a  mouited  volnnteer,  fomishing  himself  with  a 
good  horse,  good  arms,  provirions,  and  every 
other  neceaaaiy,  except  ammnnition,  at  his  own 
risk  and  expense,  one  dollar  per  day.  The  ex- 
act expense  at  sock  an  expedition  can  be  calca- 
lated.  Whether  sneoeasftal  or  not,  the  charge 
to  the  public  cannot  be  Increased,  The  oon- 
toactora,  qnartonuutera,  and  hospital  depart- 
ments, are  all  avoided,  with  the  abnses,  ex- 
penses, and  frands,  attending  snch  establish- 
ments. Mr.  6,  enlarged  upon  this  point,  and 
■aid  that  theee  were  always  foand  to  be  the 
moat  expensive  dniartments  in  any  army,  and 
bat  the  federal  iVeaanry  had  felt  their  effects 
already.  In  f^vor  of  tLe  militia,  it  may  be 
aaked,  who  fonght  the  battle  of  Bimker's  Hill  t 
Who  fought  the  battles  of  New  Jersey  I    Who 
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Rntherford,  through  the  Cherokee  nation,  laid 
waste  their  coontry,  and  forced  them  to  peace  t 
Who  fought  the  battles  of  Georma,  under  Clark 
and  Twiggs?  Who  fonght  the  battles  of  8onth 
Carolina,  nnder  the  command  of  an  honorable 
member  now  preeent?  Delicacy  forbids  me  to 
enlarge  upon  his  sncceases  in  his  presence. 

Who  fonght  the  ever-memorable  battles  of 
Oowpens,  Xing's  Hountain,  Hanging  So<^ 
Blackstocka,  the  pivots  on  which  the  Revotn- 
tion  tamed  in  the  Southern  States  I  In  shorty 
who  fousht  all  the  battles  of  the  Southern 
States,  wnile  we  had  a  mere  handful  of  regular 
troops,  scarcely  the  shadow,  much  leas  the  real- 
ity ot  an  army? 

They  were  all  fought  by  firemen,  the  nb- 
stantitd  fi«eholdera  of  the  conntry — tlie  men 
attached  to  the  Revolution  fi«m  principle,  men 
who  were  sensible  of  their  rights  and  fought  for 

Snch  men  will  not  enlist  in  regular  armies^ 
nor  will  any  one  who  has  the  disp^tion  or  the 
oonstitntion  of  a  freeman.  It  would  give  me 
pain  to  describe  the  traah  which  composes  all 
regular  armies :  they  enlist  for  three  aoUare  a 
month;  which,  in  a  country  like  the  TInit«d 
Statea,  is  a  sumcient  description  of  Uieir  bodies 
as  well  as  their  minds.  Bach  men  are  not  fit 
to  combat  the  most  active  enemy  in  the  world. 
Here  Mr.  8.  rend  H^or  Oaither'a  and  M^or 
Tmeman's  depositions,  re^)ecting  the  defeat  of 
the  4th  November,  17BI,  stating  that  they  could 
not  see  the  Indians,  because  they  were  Itehind 
trees,  &c. ;  that  the  regnlor  troops  tried,  but 
could  not  light  that  way ;  that  they  seemed  to 
be  stupid,  and  incc^sble  of  resistance ;  and  that 
If  any  General  in  the  world  had  commanded 
snch  men  that  day,  he  moat  have  been  defeated 
as  they  were. 

An  additional  ailment,  and  one  of  the  moat 
weighty,  too^  against  regular  expeditions,  in 
this  species  of  warfare,  is,  that,  by  the  alowneM 
of  their  movements,  the  force  of  the  enemy 
may  be  concentrated ;  time  ia  afforded  them  to 
form  alliances,  and  to  confederate  against  those 
^hom  they  conader  a  common  enemy.  It  ia 
otherwise  with  militia  incnrsiona.  He  offered 
a  nmnber  of  reasons  to  show  that  it  was  sa 
and  how  easenUal  for  the  Intereet  of  the  United 
Statea  to  adopt  a  policy  calculated  to  detach 
the  tribea  fir>m  each  other  as  much  as  possi- 
ble. 

Bnt  it  has  been  stdd,  these  men  were  not  re- 
gular troops.  Hr.  S.  asked,  what^  th^  were 
they!  They  am^ly  were  not  militia.  The  last 
objeddon,  and  the  least  serions  of  all,'  to  this 
motion,  la  the  expectations  of  a  treaty  in  the 
spring.  Mr.  6.  said,  if  he  thon^t  the  gentie- 
man  who  threw  this  difficulty  in  the  way  be- 
lieved himself  that  we  have  any  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  permanent  peace  team  the  treaty  now 
propoeeO)  It  might  deserve  an  answer.  Facts  are 
more  to  oe  relied  npon  than  words.  From  the 
channel  throng  whioh  these  proportions  have 
come — ftvm  die  whole  complexion  of  th^ 
taUcB,  and  from  the  late  attack  on  U^jor  Adair, 
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of  the  difficaltiea  vhich  this  motion  had  to  con- 
flict with,  and  said  that  he  ooald  mention 
othera,  if  he  was  at  libortj  to  do  so.  Under 
■aoh  circumEtances,  snocesa  ia  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected; bat  he  kn«w  the  merits  of  llie  motion 
deserred  it 

Mr.  HiLLBouBE,  who  had  luQkerto  sat  rilent, 
observed  that  Dotiiing  new  had  been  advanced 
in  the  whde  coarM  of  this  long  debate,  bnt 
what  he  had  beard  mentioned  W  winter  In 
that  Eonse.  He  was  then  opposed  in  principle 
to  a  war  establishment,  and  he  still  retwned 
the  same  ojdiuoa ;  bnt,  from  the  oomplexion  of 
affidrs,  It  appeared  to  him  that  he  onsht  to  sab- 
mit,  and  give  np  his  own  opinion  to  the  general 
sense  <^  ue  Le^slatore,  wtiich  at  present  seem- 
ed to  be  for  persevering  in  the  system  already 
adopted,  and  which,  as  it  bad  scarcely  bad  time 
fbr  a  fair  trial,  he  thought,  therefore,  ooght  not 
to  be  arrested,  perhaps  in  the  vetj  instant  when 
Its  efficacy  was  to  be  expected,  u  peace  shonld 
not  be  established  dnring  the  next  summer,  he 
wonld  then  join  with  aach  members  as  would 
propose  a  better  system ;  bat  as  the  law  pro- 
videe  for  the  discretionary  powers  of  the  £x- 
ecDtiva,  it  wonld  be  best  to  rely  on  them,  A 
fltandiog  army,  be  said,  was  a  thin^  impossible 
to  be  accomplished  in  the  United  Statee  whilst 
the  Eoneeoi  Representatives  ,haTe  the  power  of 
sranting  money  only  for  two  years  at  any  time ; 
he  therefore  had  no  fears  on  that  score.  An 
army  existing  in  time  of  peace  was  the  idea  he 
had  of  a  standing  army,  and  not  an  army 
bodied  for  only  a  year  or  two.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  wonld  be  as  e:^nsive  to  disbaiid  the  present 
force,  and  to  institute  another  of  militia,  Ac.,  sa 
it  will  be  to  keep  np  the  existing  establishment 
for  a  little  longer  time;  it  was  therefore  his 
advice  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  is,  with 
tiie  Ezeontive,  for  the  preseet.  But,  in  case  of 
a  peace  not  being  accomplished  within  a  reason- 
able period,  he  would  Join  those  who  wonld  be 
fbr  a  change  in  the  system ;  and  he  was  clearly 
of  opinion  that  a  system  might  easily  be  adopts 
ed,  not  only  to  protect  our  frontiers  by  repel- 
ling the  aarages,  ont  to  exterminate  them  alto- 

Ur.  FraniAT  felt  himself  inclined  to  say  a 
word  or  two  more  in  reply  t»  Mr.  Striuc.  He 
thonght  it  would  be  m^ust  to  lay  so  mnch  of 
the  wdght  of  protecting  the  frontiers  on  the 
militia  only.  He  expatiated  on  the  meaning  of 
the  wor^  militia  as  defined  by  law,  &o.  He 
also  remarked  that,  however  it  might  be 
fashionable  to  despise  the  levies,  yet  amongst 
them  there  were  examples  of  great  bravery  to 
be  foond,  and  particularly  in  one  battalion  of 
the  unfortunate  army  on  the  4th  of  Novembei , 
1791.  He  noticed  the  well-oondocted  retreat  of 
Hqjor  Olabe,  and  the  success  of  General  Broad- 
head  np  the  Alleghany.  It  was  ni^nst  to  ex- 
pect to  raise  enongh  of  militia  in  tlie  back  parts 
of  Pennsylvania;  and  the  inhabitants  cf  Virgi- 
nia are  bo  dispersed  near  the  frontiers  that  they 


be  expected  from  that  State.  With  i» 
spect  to  the  men  who  went  oat  with  Geotenl 
Harmar,  and  whose  time  of  enlistment  expired 
soon  after  they  reached  the  scene  of  oper«tioii^ 
many  of  them  remained  and  settled  in  tbM 
eonntry.  He  again  repeated  the  iqjostice  at 
calling  ont  beads  of  (ainilies  from  one  p«rt  ti 
the  frontier;  and  above  all,  he  lamented  the 
risk  and  loss  of  lives.  Bnt,  if  it  ahonld  be  de- 
termined to  carry  on  the  war  with  militia,  let 
them  be  called  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  The  burden  already  Md  on  a  part  ot 
the  inhabitants  is  eitromeJy  mieqiial,  and  moat 
not  Ue  longer  on  them.  Let  the  troopa  now 
rusingbedisdplined.  I  am  informed  that  noany 
of  them  are  considerably  advanced  ia  point 
of  discipline,  and  may  before  spring  beoome  ex- 
pert soldiers.  Let  these  go  on  in  the  preaait 
system,  and  let  the  militia  also  be  kept  np  or 
increased,  nntil  the  oljject  shall  be  attainea  (at 
which  the  law  was  intended,  and  then,  and  not 
before,  it  miyr  be  nniper  to  talk  of  redncing 
the  present  establisnmenL  We  ar«  now  in  a 
situation  that  it  wonld  be  extremely  impmdftDt 
to  retreat  from, 

Mr.  McBBAZ  delivered  some  opinions  on  the 
preceding  orgnmenta  of  all  the  members,  and  re- 
marked that  the  army,  nnder  the  present  est*- 
blishment,  hod  no  right  to  be  compared  to  or 
called  a  standing  army ;  it  bore  no  more  oun- 
parieon  to  a  standing  army  than  &  chameleon  b> 
an  owl. 

Hr.  WuMWOvra  dosed  this  tenons  debate 
with  a  few  fWther  eiplanationa  He  acooonted 
for  tbe  difference  between  his  cslcnlations  and 
those  of  the  gentiemon  from  North  Carolina  by 
observing  that  he  got  some  of  his  statement! 
from  the  War  OfBoe.  Mr.  SmLs's  were  taken 
from  the  appropriation  laws,  and  in  one  instanoa 
he  had  nnderrated  the  appropriations.  With 
regard  to  the  opinions  he  hod  delivered  on  the 
militia,  he  had  never  meant  to  tradnoe  the 
character  of  militia,  because  he  hod  often  ex- 
perienced their  brilliant  actions ;  his  orgumento 
went  no  farther  than  to  show  tbat  the  oporfr- 
tions  of  reg^ar  troops  were  in  general  more 
effectual.  He  never  wished  to  detract  from 
the  honor  of  militia,  but  only  to  remark  that 
they  were  not  so  efficient  as  regnlor  troope. 

The  question  cm  the  original  motion  bdng 
now  pot,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WfT.T.iAVftpn  did  not  entirely  approve  <i 
the  motion  in  its  present  form;  the  Uanki 
might  be  ao  fllled,  he  thongbt,  oa  to  import  a 
thing  opposite  to  his  wishes— they  might  im- 
port a  diacharge  of  tiie  regular  troope  already 
raised.  He  believed  his  colleague  had  no  ancA 
desire;  he  thought  the  measure  would  be  im- 
proper ;  bnt  he  wished  not  to  have  a  regiment 
of  officers  without  soldiers ;  he  wished  to  fix  a 
time  at  which  the  recruiting  service  ahoold 
cease  and  the  supernumerary  officers  should  be 
discharged.  As  he  intended  to  move  thxt  the 
proposition  might  be  so  amended,  he  should 
consider  it  in  that  light,  and  he  l>dieved  the 
messnre  wonld  not  bo  imprudent  nor  incon- 


.Coo^^lc 


,  17M.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONaRESS. 


tfitMt  with  the  most  vigorons  meaanrea  of  d«- 
ftnoe  or  offenoo. 

It  should  be  remembered-that  the  Hooae  of 
SepreBentolivea,  when  they  had  the  bQI  before 
them,  which  laat  winter  passed  into  a  law,  for 
defending  the  frontiers,  Bent  it  to  the  Senate, 
with  a  clange  importing  that  officers  below  the 
milk  of  field-officers  should  not  be  pot  into 
commisBion  anj  faster  than  troops  could  be,  en- 
tiated.  The  Senate,  adhering  to  their  privilege. 
lefosed  to  agree  to  that  ol^ae  in  (he  bill,  and 
it  became  aocemaij  immediately  to  oommiadon 
the  oSoers  tor  five  thousand  men,  some  of 
whom,  if  report  speaks  troth,  not  covetons  of 
btmor,  are  content  with  their  pay,  without 
haThiff  raised  three  men.  Bj  the  proposed 
uoenoinent  the  officerg  only  would  be  dismissed, 
whom  moet  of  us  wished  never  to  have  seen  in 
commission. 

The  proposed  regolation  haa  been  censored  as 
implict^ng  some  tund  of  oensilre  on  the  Eieca- 
tive.  Ho  viewed  it  in  a  diflerent  light.  The 
Exeentive  had  done  what  was  proper  and 


s  would  fit  the  change  of  dromn- 
itanoee,  he  did  not  see  why  those  measnree 
ihonld  not  be  adopted.  It  shonld  be  recollected 
that,  during  the  last  winter,  when  the  estimate 
of  five  thoosand  men  as  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  onr  frontiers  was  handed  to  Congress, 
there  was  no  militda  law.  A  well-armed  effec- 
tive militia,  that  paUadium  of  liberty,  had 
and  aguD  been  recommended  by  the  raisi 
to  the  attention  of  Oongrese ;  bnt  Ooogress,  from 
year  to  year,  as  if  they  wished  for  a  stuidiog 
tnny,  had  neglected  the  militia.    Tow&rda  the 

(dose  of  the  last  sesmon,  indeed,  they ■*  * 

law.  He  hoped  he  might  wlthont  offe 
it  the  shadow  of  a  law.  It  was  Baying, 
words,  that  the  several  Btates  might  have  a 
good  militia  if  they  pleased :  and,  if  they  pleased, 
they  might  have  none  at  aU.  Was  the  Ezecn- 
Kve  to  trust  the  defence  of  a  country  to  a  miiitia 
formed  under  such  a  kwf  He  thought  not 
Bat  he  observed  that,  since  the  last  winter,  it 
had  come  to  be  generally  known  that  a  class  of 
onr  fellow-citizens  eiist  on  the  frontiers  who 
are  at  all  times  ready  to  serve,  not  as  drafted 
nilitia,  bnt  as  volunteers.  These  are  thi 
by  whom  the  Indians  mnst  be  chastised, 
■ball  never  have  peace.  They  are  the  best 
woodsmen  and  marksmen,  and  they  have  no 
professional  interest  in  spinning  ont  the  war. 
He  mnst  repeat  the  observation  that  volunteers 
of  the  militia  are  the  only  troops  for  vigorous 
offen^ve  operations.  Figure  to  yourselves  an 
army  of  regulars  creeping  throngh  the  wilder- 
seHB,  with  all  its  cannon  and  other  military  ap- 
paratna,  in  chase  of  a  naked  savage,  who  sees  it 
without  beins  seen.  It  is  an  elephant  tn  chase 
of  a  wolf.  The  troops  afready  rtused  may  be 
pretty  well  disciplined  before  the  season  for  ao- 
ti(«i ;  they  are  sufficient,  with  the  oo-operation 
of  the  militia,  to  take  a  poet,  and  build  forta 
where  they  please ;  every  thing  else  is  beyond 
their  power,  if  they  were  not  five  bnt  fifteen 


thousand.  They  will  never  see  an  Indian  nnlen 
he  chooses  to  be  seen.  He  wished  to  be  in- 
dulged in  a  mngle  observation  respecting  a  case 
in  which  it  waa  said  the  other  day,  the  militia 
had  been  surprised.  He  was  sorry  that  lus 
nanung  Mqor  Adair  had  produced  uie  remark. 
He  wonld  nevertheless  venture  to  repeat  the 
case  as  an  instance  of  vigilance  and  bravery. 
The  H^jor,  believing  there  was  an  enemy  at 
'   'lad  visited  all  his  ]  .-.•■..■ 

his  Lieutenant, 


dawn  of  day.  ronsed  all  the  men,  telling  th«n 
that  the  Indians  were  coming.  The  Megor, 
wishing  to  leave  the  ground  before  dayli^t, 
called  m  the  sentinels;  but  the  Indians,  rushing 
in  with  them,  rave  a  heavy  fire  before  there 
waa  Ught  by  which  they  could  be  seen.  The 
Usjor  had  not  the  merit  as  he  believed,  of 
having  been  a  continental  officer,  but  he  nad 
the  merit,  not  less  honorable,  of  having  served 
bravely  in  the  militia-  He  questioned  whether 
any  of  the  green  troops  to  be  recruited  next 
spring  or  summer  will  make  so  good  a  defenoe 
as  U^or  Adur's  militia  had  made.  They  had 
taken  scalp  for  scalp,  though  they  fought  against 
the  odds  of  three  to  one.  He  prayed  it  might 
be  remembered  that  his  ideas  were  not  founded 
on  any  hopes  of  sodden  peace  with  the  Indiana ; 
on  the  contrary,  every  motion  of  the  Indians, 
and  every  measure  taken  by  those  who  had  moat 
influence  over  the  Indians,  induoed  him  to  re- 
gard an  Indian  war  as  the  pen>etual  tax  of  at 
least  one  million  per  annum.  It  Is  fortmiatA,  as 
ha  oonoeived,  that  the  United  States  know  the 
source  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  If  they  are 
compelled  to  spend  one  milhon  per  annum  in 
opposing  a  savage  enemy,  who  seems  to  be 
hunted  upon  them,  perhaps  they  may  be  tanght 
to  indemnify  themselves  oy  refusing  to  expend 
several  milliona  which  they  can  easily  save.  If 
a  perpetual  tax  on  this  head  must  be  rused, 
souna  policy  will  readily  point  to  the  jvopei  ob- 
ject of  taxation ;  but  this  most  remain  ovn  for 
our  sucoeBsora.  In  the  mean  time,  believing 
that  the  troops  already  raised  are  anffident  to 
maintun  every  fort  that  is  or  may  be  erected, 
and  being  confident  that  volnnteers  may  be 
found  at  any  time  sufficient,  if  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary, to  eitirpate  every  hostile  tribe  of  Indian^ 
he  should  vote  for  the  proposition  with  the  pro- 
posed amendment 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  W.'s  amend- 
ment, ^z: 

"Sttolvid,  That  BOommittMbeappcuDted  tobring 
in  a  bOl  to  reduce  the  miHtaiy  ettabliihment  of  the 

Unitod  States  to legimsntt,  to  connst  of  the  Toen 

who  an  now  in  nrvios,  or  who  uwy  be  racniited  b»- 

tan  tin day  of nerti"  tn. — 

was  negatived — 83  to  24.  The  qoestion  then 
waa  on  the  original  resolution,  as  moved  by 
Mr.  SraKLx;  which,  being  pnl,  it  was  n^ia- 
tived— 21  members  only  rising  in  tavot  of  it. 
The  commttC«e  &en  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  according.  The  report  was  Ud  OD 
the  table,  and  the  Honte  a^onmed. 
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U0BDI.T,  Jutuiy  7. 

Ur.  Ijtkbhobb,  from  the  oommiUM  aioiHiit- 
«d,  neMOted  a  bill  to  rapMl  part  of  ■  nsolnttoi 
of  OoDgren  of  the  SflOt  <a  Angnst,  1788,  n- 
qwcting  t^e  iDbaUtanU  of  Poet  Bunt  Y inmnta ; 
wbioh  ITU  raoeiTed,  r««d  tvioe,  and  eiHDmittod. 

Ifr.  Lausukx,  fhMn  the  eomntitfaw  to  whom 
iraa  reoommkt«d  the  bill  miUng  appropiw&m» 
for  the  anppoit  of  Govanimcmt  for  ue  jt*x 
17&8,  repertod  ui  uaendatoi?  bill ;  which  w» 
read  twice,  and  cmnmitted  to  a  OMnmittae  of 
the  whole  Honae  imme^atelj-. 

The  Hooee  aooM^inglj  resolTod  Itaelf  into 
the  Baid  committee,  and,  after  sometime  spent 
tfaerun,  the  Ghiurman  "  ■■'■■'- 

nutteehad  had  tike  said  _  _ 
and  made  no  amendm«|t  thereto. 

Order«({,  That  the  said  biU  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Honse  a^^  Keolved  iMdf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honae  on  the  InU  to  regn- 
iMa  the  olaima  to  Inralid  Veattam ;  and,  aftw 
•ome  time  spent  thei^o,  the  committee  roae, 
and  reported  progre«. 

TcKSDAT,  Jannary  8. 

The  HoTue  proceeded  to  the  oMisideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriatione  for  the  sapport 
of  Government  for  the  year  1TB8,  which  lay  on 
the  table ;  and  the  Bud  bill  being  unended,  was, 
together  with  the  amendmenta,  ordered  to  be 
engnMeed,  and  read  the  third  time  UMnorrow. 

A.  meesage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Honee  that  the  8enat«  have  passed  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  establish  the  Jndicial  Oonrts  of  the  United 
States;'"  to  which  they  dedre  the ooncnrrenoe 
of  iJiie  Honae. 

The  Speakkb  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  Beoret(U7  of  State,  acoompanring  a  re- 
wnt  of  the  assays  and  experim^ta  made  b^  the 
IKrector  of  the  Umt,  on  the  gold  and  silTer 
ocdoa  of  France,  England,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 

Cjoant  to  the  order  of  the  2Sth  of  ilToTemDer 
;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  t^le. 

The  bill  sent  boja  the  Senate  mtided  "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  es- 
tablish the  JDdioia]  Oonrts  of  the  United  SUtea,' " 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

MUiiary  EttaHMmmA 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  motioa 
of  the  28th  ultimo,  for  redncing  the  Uilitary 
Establiahment  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
theCommitteeof  the  whole  Honse  had  reported 
their  diaagreementon  Saturday  last.  Wherenpon, 

A  motion  was  made  and  seoonded  to  amend 
the  same  by  striking  ont  the  words  "  each  of 

non-oomminicned  offloers,  privates,  and 

mnsiciaDH,"  and  inserting,  in  lien  therecC  the 

words  "  of non-conuniasiooed  omcers, 

mnmdans,  and of  the  privates  who  are 

now  in  service,  or  may  be  reomited  beftwe  the 
day  of neit" 

And  the  question  being  pnt  thereDp<a),  it  passed 
in  the  negative— yeas  26,  oaya  8S,  as  follows 


Tus.— John  Bt^itU  Adia,  Abmbna  Cank,  Il> 


bridn  Qeny,  Timnn  R  Gilu,  Nkbcfaa  (HImm, 
B««^inln  Goodhn,,  Chrirtoohr  Gi  ""^ 

Harry  Qton,  BIchaid  Blud  Lea,  C 


r   Qrtenap,  WUSam 


a  GoodhDs,,C 

,  _ro?e,  BIchaid 

Seminl  LhtiniMTe,  Mathsniel  Haeon,  J 
■on,  John  namii  Uoccr,  Andiew  Hbon,  NaUmM 
iniM,  AlexandB  D.  Oir,  Jonah  PaHcer,  Jeramisk 
Smim,  Jdm  Stada,  Thomai  Somter,  Thomas  Tr&i- 
wdl,  TboDiM  Tudor  Tockar,  Abnhaa  Vaiafaie,  Aiii- 


Banwdl,  Egbert  Bouin,  EUm  Boadino^    Shaar- 


numaa  Haitlaj,  DanM  HcutiE,  Jan 
Daoial  Hngar,  Aanni  Khchell,  John  Wilkea  KitKn, 
J(^  Lanmice.  Johi  BTiDadga,  F^edantl  Aiagm^m 
Unhlauber^  VDliam  Yaiu  Hnmy,  CameKna  C 
■"  '  "  '  kk,  Peter  S^  ' 
imoal  Stanelt,  J 


Alaxairiar  Whita,  and  FriDCii  Wniii. 

And  then  the  m^Q  qnestimi  bemg  pot,  that 
the  Honse  do  agree  to  the  siud  motion,  it  paoeed 
in  the  negative— yeas  20,  nays  30,  as  foUowa: 

Tua.— J(Jm  B^itkt  Adw,  Abraham  CIb^  VH- 
liam  B.  Gitea,  Nicludaa  Gnmaa,  Banjaaun  Goodk^ 
Chriatmber  Greenup,  WiUiim  Bairj  Grove,  G«ini 
Leonard,  Samuel  livermora,  Natlumiel  UaooD.  J^m 
Fiancii  Uen»r,  Ifalliaiiiel  Nllei,  Alexander  D.  On; 
Jodah  Pu^r,  Jennniali  Smith,  Jcdu  Steele,  Tla>- 
maa  Somkr,  Tbomaa  Tredwell,  Abnham  VenaUa, 
and  Artemaa  Ward. 

Nats.- Fiahar  Amea,  Abnham  Baldin,  Kobart 
Barnwell,  f^bert  Benaon,  Eliaa  Boodinot,  faweqa 
(bnb  Boama,  Benjamin  Booma,  Jonathan  Dt^yti^ 
William  Findlay,  Thomaa Fitninuki^ EOoidsaGaBy, 
Andiew  Gregg,  Thoniaa  Haitloy,  Jantca  "^F""— r. 
Daniel  Hngw,  Aaron  Kitchell,  John  WakM  Eitan, 
John  Laonnce,  Bichatd  Bland  La<^  John  HDledeB, 
Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  AngoMM  Hnhlenbet^ 
William  Vana  Mnrrav,  Coroeliiia  C.  Sehoonmakm^ 
Theodoie  Sedgwick,  Peter  Sylvester,  land  Smi^ 
WtUiam  Smi^  Samnel  Stemtt,  Joaatiian  StiiiH 
George  Thatcher,  Tbomat  Todor  Tucker,  Jareraah 
Wadaworth,  Aleunder  White,  Hn^  Williaiuaai,  nd 
FTaDcU'Wim& 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  wheat  wia 
oommiteed  the  letter  and  representation  from 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Jndgea  of  the 
Supreme  Court  (^  the  United  States,  referred  to 
in  the  Phmidknt's  Meaaage  of  the  7th  of  No- 
vember last,  be  discha^ed  from  the  ftarther 
consideration  of  the  same. 

The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Coin- 
mittee  of  the  whole  Hoose  on  the  bill  to  rc^n- 
Jate  the  claims  to  Invalid  Pensons ;  and,  ate 
some  lime  spent  therein,  the  Chairman  reported 
that  the  committee  had  again  bad  the  said  bill 
under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
menta thereto;  which  were  read,  and  partly 


rsmii,  Jannary  18. 

^_  troai  the  Senate  informed  the 

Honse  that  the  Senate  have  paned  a  biU,  en- 
titled "  An  aot  respecting  fogittvas  from  JtMtioe, 
and  persons  escajnng  frW  the  nrvioe  at  thur 
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MoHDAT,  JannuT  21. 
Tbe  bill  sect  from  the  Senate  entitled  "As 

mot  Nspectiiig  Aigi^Tee  from  Jmtioe,  end  per 

esosrangtiom  thegerriee  of  their  masten," 
read  twioe,  oitd  committed. 

Mornur,  Febrnarj  4. 
Fufitivet/rom  Jvttiee  andj^om  LiAvr, 

The  Honae  reeolTed  itedf  Into  a  Committee  of 
tlie  whole  Honse  on  the  bill  Bent  from  the  Sen- 
ate entitled,  "  An  Bct  reapecting  fagitivee  from 
juBtice  and  persons  eMnptng  from  the  eervice  of 
tbeir  masten ; "  and,  aft«r  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Chairman  reported  tjiat  the  oom- 
mittee  bad  bad  the  uaA  bill  under  oonndera- 
tion,  and  made  an  amendment  thereto ;  which 
iras  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  b;  the  House. 

Ordortd,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment, do  lie  on  the  table, 

TuKBDAT,  Febmarr  5. 
PagUhm/^om  Jvttiee  anAfrom  LcAor. 
The  House  proceeded  to  conuder  the  bill  sent 
firom  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  reapecting 
ftagitives  from  JDstice  and  persons  esc^ing  firom 
the  service  of  their  masters,"  which  loj  on  the 
table :  Whereupon,  the  said  bill,  together  with 
Uie  amaudment  agreed  to  yesterdajr,  was  read 
the  third  time  ;  and,  on  the  ijaestioa  that  the 
same  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afBrmatire 
— j-eas  48,  najs  7,  as  foUows : 

Ykab. — Fiiher  Anei,  John  Baptist  Aihe,  Abraham 
Bmldwin,  Bobait  Barnwell,  Egbert  Betuna,  EUai  Bod- 
£ncit,  Sheaijaibnb  Boorae,  Benjunin  Bonma,  Abra- 
ham Claik,  JtnMhao  Daj^Xi  Wm.  Fiadlfty,  Tbomat 
fltzauDoiu,  Elbridge  Gen?,  Nicholai  Gilman,  Ban- 
jamiit  Goodhna,  Junei  Gordon,  Cbriitopher  Gnennp, 

""  " ,  Samuel  GrifEn,  WiUiiun  Barry  Grove, 

■    '         ""'       I,  William  TfiTwlniiLTi^ 


Kdngg,  Sa: 
u  HarSe;,  J 


>.  OiT,  John  Fage,  Comeljai  C.  Schoomnaker, 


Uo^AT,  February  11. 

ExoBtming  Votetfor  Pretidmt,  <fo. 

itr.  WnxUM  Smith,  from  the  committee  K^ 

•  Tha  bill  BtiiM  don  from  th<  Senate  when  debitu  ware 
■at  pnbUahed.  aad  Hema  to  hiia  puMd  tha  Hauae  wlthont 
dclAtc,  and  almoHt  wlthoal 
ToUa  ■ednM  tt,  and  tt 


It  dlvlaton,  ttura  boLag  bat  aert 


a  Btalaa.    Nor  does  It  appear  to  what  put  of 
tha  bill  tber  objMteil,  whctbar  to  the  part  la  niatloil  to 
tifUlTaa  ftom  Jaatlea,  or  to  then*  who  flad  fron  Mrrtoa, 
Vol.  I.— 31 


pointed  on  the  part  of  this  Hoase  Jointlr  with 
a  cmnmittee  awdnted  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate, toaaoertwi  and  report  a  mode  of  examining 
the  Totea  for  Psiudbitt  uid  Viob  PRHiDBira  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  of  the  fifUi  instant 
made  a  report;  which  was  twice  read,  ana 
agreed  to  b;  the  House,  as  follows : 

"  That  tbs  two  Hoiuoa  diBll  auBmble  in  ths  Son- 
ata Chamber  on  Wodneid»y  oeit,  at  tweb's  o'clock  i 
that  two  penon*  bo  appointed  tollen  oa  the  put  of 
thii  Honae,  (o  make  a  liit  of  the  vole*  as  they  ahall 
be  daclaml :  that  the  reantt  aball  be  delivered  Co  tha 
FBmtWBT  of  the  Senate,  who  ihall  annonnoB  tha 
itate  of  the  vote,  and  the  penraii  elected,  to  both 
HoDM^  aiaemUed  a*  aforeaud,  which  ihall  be  deem- 
ed a  decUration  of  the  peraona  elected  Pbesiuevt  and 
Vio  Pbuisent,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the 
votea,  be  entered  on  the  jonmaJ  of  the  two  HouMa" 

Ordtred,  That  Mr.  Wju.iam  Smith  and  Mr, 
Laus&hob  be  appointed  tellers  on  the  port  ot 
this  House,  pursuant  to  the  sud  report 


of  fnglMTea  vere  oompiBhandad  la  tha  lame 
Bsed  m  a  meaia^  from  Prefddfiit  Waehlli^ 
n  a  eonuoaniatloB  from  the  Qonrnat  of 
t  nlatloo  to  a  ftigltlTa  from  Joatloa  who  had 
taken  refuge  In  TligliilB,  and  beoaaia  It  wai  nnrnnrmj  to 
have  an  aet  of  Oongreaa  to  giT*  eStet  to  tha  raodJUon  elaoae 
U  tha  oouUtntlon.  Thara  waa  bnl  Util*  utenAtj  In  thoaa 
tlmea.  nor  ftv  1ob(  aflsr,  for  au  aot  of  Congreia  to  anthorlaa 
thenoorerjaf  hgltlTadaTea,  Tbe  law*  of  tha  free  Stataa, 
aud  BtUl  more  the  tfbroe  of  pobllo  f^Lnloa,  were  the  ownera* 
beat  (abgiuiidi.  Pabllg  opinion  wai  a^lnat  tha  abdaotloii 
of  ilaTei;  and  Ifuj  ooe  nu  lednced  from  hli  owner.  It  wu 
dooa  rnrtlTalT  aod  iscntly,  wUbontihow  or  friraa,  and  M 
an;  other  moral  offbaee  would  ba  oomnltted.  Btate  lawa 
ftvorad  the  owner,  and  to  a  greater  extent  CtiaD  the  aot  of 
CongTMa  did,  ol  MDld.  In  PennajlTanla  there  waa  an  act 
[It  waa  paued  in  ITSO,  and  onlf  repeal^  In  1B4T)  dlacrlml- 
naUiig  between  t 


d.latheGa 


S  become  aobjeet  tu 


oSear,  allowing  at  mneh  mora  Uma  *>  hit  dntlei  rtqolied 
him  to  remain.  Haw  York  had  the  aame  aet,  onlj  Tarjlsf 
In  Ume,  whloti  waa  Bin*  nontht.  While  theaa  two  aols  ware 
In  forea,  and  ani^DTtad  hj  pnbllo  opialoe,  the  traTeller  ead 
•OloBniai  waa  aah  with  hla  ilaTaa  In  thoaa  Blatfe,  and  tha 
aune  In  the  othar  free  Btatag.  There  waa  no  tmnMa  about 
ftq^tlTailaTea  In  thoaa  tlmea,  Thia  act  at  im  did  not  (row 
ODt  of  anr  aneh  tronUe,  bnt  oat  of  the  eva  of  a  fIclllTC 
tnm  jiatleg.  It  wat  tliat  ceM  wUob  bnoght  tha  anljeet 
b*A>n  Con(;reaa ;  and,  In  the  aet  that  waa  pawed,  the  eiaa 
of  AiclIlTea  from  Jutloa  wag  fint  prsTtdad  (br,  tha  flat  end 
aeecmd  lectlDBioftha  tot  bolnggiTOn  to  that  bnaoh  of  tb 
•object,  and  tha  third  and  feoith  to  the  oths—all  brlgf  and 
plain,  aod  eieeatable  wltfaont  eipenie  or  fOm.  In  tha  «ta 
ofaaUra  the  owner  waa  allowed  to  aeUe  him  whirareibe 
taw  Um,  b;  da;  or  bj  nVt,  Bnndaja  ot  week-daja.  Joat  u 
ft  he  wag  la  hla  own  State,  and  a  peoaltf  of  |U0  attached 
to  BUT  peraon  who  realtted  or  obatrucled  tilm  in  thli  aelnua. 
The  onlf  anthoTtt;  he  wanted  «ai  after  the  aeliore,  and  to 
JnatUy  the  canTlag  back,  and  ftir  that  pnipcae,  tha  affldarlt 
of  the  owner,  or  hla  agentwaa  anflUdonL  Thla  aet  waa  pa> 
tact,  except  la  reljlnE  open  State  e&een,  at  well  at  Meral 
■Seen  to  eiecnte  It,  than  State  oflloen  not  being  anljaet  to 


Goo'^lc 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THE 


»H-] 


(^tdalCondmXi^ata 


Wkdxisdit,  Falinui7 18. 
VotM/or  Frttidmt  and  Vice  PrtiideiU. 

A  meaaage  tnm  the  Senato  tiifonn«d  tlie 
House  that  a  PsBSiDavr  of  the  Senate  ia  elected 
(br  the  sole  pnrpose  of  opening  the  oertificatef 
and  ooosting  the  votes  of  the  aeverai  States,  ii 
tiie  choioe  of  a  Pbibuiknt  and  Vion  PKisiDKir. 
of  the  United  Sutes ;  and  that  the  Senate  ia 
now  readf,  in  ttie  Senate  Chamber,  to  attend, 
with  this  Honse,  on  that  occaaioii. 

Eetolted,  That  the  Spkaxxb,  attended  by  tlie 
Honae,  do  now  withdraw  te  the  Senate  Chamber, 
for  the  pnrpoae  ezpresaed  in  the  sud  measage. 

The  SpBUKB  acoordinglj  left  ths'  chiur,  and, 
attended  hj  the  Honse^  withdrew  to  the  Senate 
Cbambw,  and,  aft«r  eome  tjme,  retonked  to  the 

The  Speakxb  resomed  the  ohalr. 

Ur.  WiLuui  Shitb  and  Mr.  Liusuroc  then 
delivered  in,  at  the  Clerk's  table,  a  list  of  the 
Totee  of  the  Electors  of  tlie  several  States,  in 
the  ohoioe  of  a  Prbsidikt  and  Viob  Pbuidsnt 
of  the  United  StiUea,  as  the  tame  were  declared 


ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Jonmal,  and  u  as 
follows : 
[Hm  same  w  in  the  Suuta  procesdlugs.] 
Thussdat,  Febrnaij  28. 
.  OgMal  etmdvct  0/  th«  SeoMtarp  of  {A«  TVm- 

1%«  reeolotdons  bronght  fbrward  jeaterdaj- 
\>j  Ur.  QiLis,  were  called  for  by  that  gentle- 
man. The  reading  being  finished,  Mr.  Auks 
moved  that  the  resolutions  ahonld  be  taken  np. 

Mr,  Mtirrat  gn^eeted  the  necessity  of  givinga 
prefbrence  to  the  Jadiciary  Bill  reported  by  him 
•otne  dajB  since.    He  was  seconded  bj  Mr.  En. 

The  motion  for  taking  np  the  resolntions  was 
carried,  forty  members  rising  in  favor  of  it.  The 
resolutions  were  aocordingly  read  by  the  Clerk, 
and  are  as  fbUow,  viz  : 

].  JUtotved,  That  K  la  mmuUsI  to  the  due  adn]ii>- 
iMntion  of  tha  Gorcniinaiit  of  the  United  Statei, 
that  lawi  making  q»ecifio  appTaoriationi  of  monsf 
■bonld  be  itrictly  obeerred  by  the  ■dmiuictratoi  of 
the  flnaucea  tbereoT. 

S.  Jtaatved,  That  a  rioIaUoii  of  a  lav  tnaUi^  ap> 
propriatiDna  of  money,  i>  a  violaticin  of  that  leotioD 
of  the  Coutitntton  of  the  Uoited  Statea  which  n- 
qidni  that  no  money  ihall  be  drawn  fiom  tha  Trea- 
■D17  but  in  oneeeqiieiiae  of  ap[iroprintiona  made  by  law. 

S,  Baolctd,  That  the  Sacntair  of  the  Tieamry 
has  violated  the  law  pasaad  the  4th  of  AngosC,  1790, 
nuking  appropriatioui  of  eerttun  monaya  authoriwd 
to  be  borrowed  by  the  aame  law,  in  tha  following 
particulari,  viz  :  Firtl,  fiy  a^iplyiiig  a  oeitua  portion 
of  the  principal  tnirowed  to  the  pi^taent  of  intemt 
filling  due  upon  that  principal,  which  was  not  au- 
thoriiad  by  that  or  any  other  law,  Steondtg,  By 
dnwing  part  of  the  aame  moneya  into  the  United 
Stales,  without  the  iiiMrncCioaj  of  the  Freaident  of 
the  United  StMea. 

(.  Jiaalaid,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 
baa  deviated  fnun  the  inatraclioDe  given  by  the  Prea- 
idant  of  the  United  States  »  exoeadiug  the  aatbo- 


riliea  for  making  loaiu  under  die  acta  of  the  M  id 
t£th  «r  Aogaat.  1790,  I 

S.  JEnolMf,  That-the  SecntaiyoTthe  Tnon;    I 


entiald 


rcfb 


_      _  _       official  inlcnulM    i 

la  doe  time,  of  the  bhhi^  diawn  by  him  ftoa  Et- 
lopa  into  the  United  State* ;  which  dnwing  em- 
manoed  Deoembtc,  1790^  aid  ooatiBoed  tfli  J>s- 
aiy,  1798  ;  and  of  the  oaoiee  of  makii^  awl  dnh 

S.  Raalwtd,  That  the  Secralaiy  of  tha  Trams 
haa  without  tha  initmcdona  of  the  Preaideat  of  ii 
United  State*,  drawo  roois  moneya  bccroirad  ii 
Holland  into  the  United  Sutsa  than  the  Piesto  J 
the  United  Stale*  wu  aathorind  to  draw,  noderlii 
aot  of  the  12th  of  Anguat,  1790  :  wbich  act  q^ 
priated  two  minium  of  dolian  only,  when  bcnnt^ 
to  tbe  puichaae  c^  the  Fnblio  Debt  i  And  ^t  b 
haa  omitted  to  diachaige  ui  enential  duly  d  >■ 
office,  in  failiDg  to  give  cfficial  inionnalioa  ID  ii 
Commiiaionere  for  potchaaing  the  Publin  Dtlit,  i 
tbe  varioua  nunj  drawn  from  time  to  time,  aagge*- 
ed  by  him  to  have  been  intended  for  dio  punduM  (< 
the  Public  DebL 

7,  RaBlnd,  That  the  Seeietuj  of  Qie  Tniail 


hthe 


c  intei 


loan  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stato,  uid  driv- 
ing therefrom  four  hundred  thonaand  dt^in,  w  Gn 
per  cent  per  annmn,  when  a  greater  nun  J  pdli: 
money  wa«  deponted  in  various  bank*  at  Hit  n- 
q>ective  period*  of  making  the  reapective  drafk 

8.  Rtaohtd,  That   tha  Secretary  of  the  Tpeam; 

hi*  been  goilty  of  an  Lodecorum   to  thia  Hoon,tii 

undertaking  lo  judge  of  ita  motivn  in  oalling  ftr  i>- 

formation  which   waa    demandable  of  hiu,  Smnlh 

of  hia  office  ;  and  in  faitiag  to  ein  il 

f  iDformation  within  lua  knowle^  ie- 

aa  aubjacla  of  the  refereiwe  mada  to  ii" 

of  the  19th  January,  1793,  and  of  the  S2d  Nona- 

179S,  during  the  pieeeut  aeaaiMi. 

Xetobied,  'fliat  a  copyof  the  fiwomgn^ 

I  be  tiaiiamitted  to  the  Premdent  <f  the  UniM 

Statea 

Mr,  QiLK  then  moved  diat  they  akoaUbi 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Boosa 

Mr.  W,  Smith  waa  decidedly  opposed  lo,'*: 
ring  those  resolntions  to  the  cooaideratiaD » 
the  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House,  beaM 
he  neither  viewed  a  discossion  of  them  tf  ^ 
the  present  occasion  nor  wKWOtw 
by  the' nature  of  the  iuqoiry  into  the  Secretjirt  . 
conduct.  It  was  trifling  with  the  precious  tin» 
of  Uie  House  to  lavish  it  on  abstract  propoa- 
tioos,  when  the  object  of  the  inquiry  ought  W 
be  into  the  facts.  He  was  satis6ed  that  shorn 
the  House  once  involve  itaclf  in  an  b"^''^'P?°J 
of  theoretic  principles  of  government,  the  vnx* 
idue  of  the  se^oa  would  be  exhauEted,  tM 
opportunityremaln  for  examining  the  ohB^ 
themselves.  Those  charges  being  made,  it  t^ 
the  Honse,  from  a  sense  of  doty  to  t" 
ptiWio  and  justice  to  the  aooused,  to  proceedun- 
mediately  to  conader  them.  If  the  mo™ 
intended  to  ^ply  the  principles  of  the  two  Wffl 
resolutions  to  the  fhcla  contained  in  lh«  ssMfr 
qnent  ones,  it  was  onquestionablr  P'*Pt  ^S 
to  substantiate  the  fkcts,  and  then  eatabhsb  uw 
principles  which  were  applicable  to  ibem ;  t>a 
It  was  surely  a  reversal  of  order  to  spana  maM 
tune  in  eetabliahii^  principlegi,  vhenitmii» 
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tfpen  that  tbe  olutrgee  themaelrw  wonld  be 
ttaJlf  QDsapported.  fie  did  not  like  this  mode 
r  proceeding,  because  it  might  tend  to  mislead 
le  Hooae ;  it  was  BometimeB  a  pBTliamentsr; 
ractjoe  to  endeavor  to  lead  the  mind  to  Tsgoe 
nd  uncertun  reeolts,  b;  fint  laTiog  down 
iMorema  from  which  no  one  ooald  dueeut,  and 
ben  proceeding  hj  imperceptible  shades  to 
lore  nnsettled  potntiona,  in  order  vltimatelj  to 
□trap  the  House  in  a  rota  which  in  the  flnt 
litanoe  it  wonld  have  rqjeoted.  This  mode  of 
<»idacting  pnblio  baaineH,  he  oonaidered  as  iu- 
oiiai(t«at  with  fkir  inquiry.  The  qneetioD  was, 
lad  the  Secretary  violated  a  lawt  If  so,  let  it 
■«  shown;  every  monber  was  competent  to 
lecide  ao  plain  a  qneatioQ.  He  oonld  examine 
he  proofe,  read  the  law,  and  prononnoe  him 
[oilty  or  innocent  without  the  aid  of  dieae  pre- 
iminary  metaphyseal  discnssions. 

If  it  were  ni^ed  tJiat  the  propoeitiona  are  so 
ilain  and  obvions  that  no  timo  would  bo  lost  in 
loiiridering  them,  be  then  begged  leave  to  ob- 
we  that  all  sntocedont  discQasio&s  of  oonati- 
ntional  -qneMions  had  never  fuled  to  occapy  a 

Sra  portion  of  their  time,  and  that  however 
-evident  the  reeolntions  might  at  the  first 
^anoe  appear,  a  more  critical  attention  wonld 
mUstj  a  mind  not  mnoh  pven  to  donbt  that 
liey  were  by  no  means  so  oonolnalve  aa  to  be 
^ee  fh>m  ol^eotJona. 

Thoogh  iLe  position  oont^ned  in  the  firet  re- 
lolntion,  as  a  general  mle,  was  not  to  be  denied : 
ret  it  mnat  be  admitted,  thatliieremaybe  casei 
)(  a  BofBdent  urgency  to  justify  a  departnre 
torn  it,  and  to  make  it  the  dnty  of  the  Z^egula- 
nre  to  indemnify  an  officer ;  as  if  an  adherence 
ronld  in  particolar  cases  and  under  pardon- 
■r  rircnmstanoea,  prove  minonB  to  the  pnb- 
ia  credit^  or  prevent  the  taking  measnree 
iaaential  to  the  pdl])io  safefy,  against  invasion 
yr  insnrrecUon.  In  oases  of  that  natnre,  and 
irbich  cannot  be  foreeeen  by  the  LegisUtnre  nor 
{oarded  og^nst,  a  dUcretioiisry  authority  most 
M  deemed  to  reside  in  the  Pbzsidekt,  or  some 
itber  Ezeontive  officer,  to  be  exercised  for  the 
mbUo  good;  snch  exercise,  instead  of  being 
lODBtrned  "into  a  crim^  wonld  always  meet  the 
u>t"vbBtion  of  the  National  Lc^Gdatnre.  If 
here  be  any  weight  in  these  remarks^  it  does 
Mrt  then  follow,  as  a  general  mle,  that  it  is  essen- 
ialtothedne  (^ministration  of  the  Government 
Itat  laws  m^ing  speoific  appropriations  shonld 
n  ^  easee  whatsoever  and  onder  every  public 
jicimutance,  be  strictly  observed.  Before  the 
Knmnittee  conld  come  to  a  vote  on  snch  a  pro- 
Mdlion,  it  wonld  be  proper  to  examine  into  the 
noc^ons  ont  of  the  nile,  to  state  all  the 
mnstaaoea  which  wonld  warrant  any  departore 
Vom  tt,  to  whom  tlie  excrdse  of  the  discretion 
lioald  be  intmsted,  and  to  what  extent.  Did 
iny  member  wish  at  thb  period  to  attempt  this 
nqnlrjf  He  snpposed  not  Lot  every  deviai- 
ioD  ftom  Jaw  be  tested  by  its  own  merits  or 
lemerits. 

The  seoond  resolntion  was  liable  to  stronger 
^tjectiona.    It  might  with  propriety  be  qnea- 


tioned  whether,  ai  ft  general  mle,  the  poritiai 

well  founded.    A  law  making  appropriv 

may  be  violated  in  varioos  partioolan 
withont  infringing  on  the  constitution,  which 
only  ei^oins  that  no  moneys  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasory  bnt  in  oonseqnence  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  law.  This  is  only  to 
say,  that  every  disbnrsement  most  be  anthoriz- 
ed  by  some  appropriation.  Where  a  sum  <rf 
money  is  paid  ont  of  the  Treasnry,  the  payment 
of  which  is  anthorized  by  law,  the  constitution 
is  not  violated,  yet  there  may  have  been  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  in  some  collatersl  particnlars. 
There  may  even  have  been  a  shifting  of  funds, 
and  however  exceptionable  this  may  be  on  other 
acconnts,  it  wonld  not  amoimt  to  that  apedes 
of  offence  which  is  created  by  tiie  constitntion. 
The  Oomptroller  of  the  Treasnry  mnst  coun- 
terngn  ever^  warrant,  and  is  reeponsible  that 
it  be  anthonzed  by  a  legal  appropriation ;  yet 
it  cannot  be  snppcraed  that  he  is  to  inveetigate 
"esoarceof  the  fond. 

One  of  the  alleged  inf^aotlons  stated  in  tlie 
snbseqnent  reeolntion,  namely,  the  drawing 
port  of  the  loans  Into  the  United  Btatee  withont 
the  instmotions  of  the  Psuidkkt,  evinces  that 
the  opposite  constractdon  is  not  a  sonnd  one. 
For  Boppose^the  fact  proved,  and  suppose  St  a 
violation  of'the  law,  it  certainly  woold  be  a 
very  Afferent  thing  from  drawing  money  ont  of 
tbe  Treaanry  withont  an  appropriation  by  law ; 
for  in  this  case,  there  wonld  be  no  drawing 
money  from  the  Traasoiy  at  all,  the  money 
never  having  been  in  the  Treasnry, 

Mr.  8.  then  said,  he  should  also  object  to 
referring  the  last  reeolntion,  which  is  in  these 


The  ottjeot  of  this  resolntlon  went  clearly  to 
direct  the  Pbbsidkst  to  remove  the  Secretary 
from  office ;  the  foregoing  were  to  determine 
the  gailt,  the  last  to  inflict  the  pnnisbment,  and 
both  the  one  and  other  withont  the  aocnsed 
being  heard  in  his  defence.  When  the  violation 
of  the  constitnlion  was  so  uppermost  in  our 
minds,  it  would  be  indeed  astonishing  that  we 
should  be  BO  hoodwinked  as  to  commit  such  a 
palpable  violation  of  it  in  this  instance.  The 
principles  of  thst  coustitntion,  coreftil  of  the 
fives  and  Ubertiee  of  the  citizens,  and  what  is 
dearer  to  every  man  of  honor,  his  repntatton, 
secare  to  every  individual  in  every  class  of 
society,  the  preoions  advantage  of  being  heard 
before  he  is  condemned. 

That  constitBtion,  pecoliarly  careflil  of  the  re- 
pntatioD  of  great  pnblio  functionaries,  directs 
that  when  accused  of  a  breach  of  duty,  the  im- 
peachment most  be  voted  by  a  minority  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  tried  by  the 
Senate,  who  are  to  be  on  oath,  and  two-thirdr 
of  whom  must  concur  before  a  sentence  can 
paaa,  by  which  the  offioer  is  to  be  deemed  guil* 
ty.  The  officer  is  to  be  frimished  with  a  omr 
of  the  charge^  and  ia  heard  by  himself  or  h! 
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ooQDsel  iji  Tindioation  of  his  ooudact.  Soch 
are  the  solemoitiee  and  guards  by  which  thej 
ar«  protected,  and  which  pr«oede  a  Bontenoo, 
the  on]  J  effect  of  vrhioh  ia  a  kjiotbI  from 
offica.  Bat  if  the  Honae  proceed  in  the  man- 
ner contemplated  hj  this  reaolntioii ;  if  the; 
flnt  Yote  the  diargei^  and  send  a  copy  of  them 
to  the  PueiDErr,  a*  an  instrnotiOD  to  him  to 
remove  the  oflSeer,  thev  will  violate  the  aaored 
and  fandamental  prindplee  of  thia,  and  erery 
ftea  Qorenmuait.  Thev  will  ooodeom  a  man 
onheard,  nay.  withoat  nis  haring  even  heen 
(tu-nished  with  the  charges  agaiiiHt  him ;  thej 
will  condemn  to  infunj  a  high  and  responaibk 
ofBcer  oonvioted  by  the  Repreaentatives  of  the 
people,  of  a  violation  of  the  important  trosta 
committed  to  him,  without  affording  him  one 
opportunity  of  vindicating  his  oharaot«r  and 
JDstifyiiig  his  oondncL 

Ur.  MiTBBAT  add  he  was  oppoMd  to  the  re- 
ference of  the  resolntiona  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  He  had,  aa  far  as  the  time  permit- 
ted, azamlDed  the  several  reports  on  which  the 
eiunloaUon  depended,  and  waa  then  ready  to 
vote  on  them,  thongh  he  ooufessed,  from  the 
intliosoy  whidi  waa  inherent  in  snch  a  anhject, 
as  well  aa  from  the  vast  variety  of  the  detail 
involved,  he  had  not  had  enfficient  time  for  a 
complete  inreatigatioa.  Kor  did  he  imagine 
that  any  man  who  had  not  previonsly  meditate 
edoD  the  snbjeot  for  a  length  of  time,  and  made 
choice  of  his  ground  of  attack,  oonid  say  he 
was  completely  master  of  the  sabjecL  Borne 
vote^  however,  was  now  rendered  essential  to 
the  oharacter,  not  only  of  Govcmmeot,  but 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  finances 
of  the  ooontry.  But  three  days  were  left  for 
this  iuqniry,  and  to  finish  a  great  deal  of  other 
badness ;  and  he  thought '^t  despatch  which 
was  nioal  In  the  Hoose  onght  to  be  used  in  pre- 
ference to  the  indnlgenoe  which  a  committee  af- 
forded. Aa  to  the  abstract  propoaitioos,  if  it  were 
necessary  now  to  go  into  them,  he  thonght  it 
would  hie  proper  to  decide  on  them  first.  He 
thonght  it  most  logical  to  lay  down  principles  of 
reasoning  before  &cta  were  developed.  Were 
they  agi^ed  to  by  the  House,  it  would  be  under 
provisions  and  restrictions.  They  could  not 
nave  the  implicit  force  of  axioms,  bnt  at  most 
must  l>e  yielded  to  as  wholesome  nuLiimn,  the 
application  of  which  must  be  freqnently  modi- 
fied by  a  oertaiu  decree  of  discretion.  With 
respect  to  ell  the  other  resolutions,  he  ima^^ed 
they  would,  on  examination,  be  Caond  to  be 
nnwarran(«d  by  facta.  He  hoped  the  movers 
and  supporters  of  the  resolntiona  would  not  be 
gratjfiea  at  ao  late  a  season  by  the  Hoose  in  re- 
serving itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  mode  in  which  they  were  broaght  forward 
did  not  entitle  them  to  much  confidence.  He 
Bud,  a  more  nohandsome  prooeading  he  had 
never  seen  in  Coi^esB.  It  had  been  a  practice, 
derived  from  the  lights  of  common  iibertyi  com- 
mon right,  and  the  first  principles  of  Jnstice, 
that  whoever  was  charged  with  a  violation  ol' 
law  on  whudi  a  pnniahmeut  etuned,  should  have 


gwss, 
first  ij 


some  modeof  answeringtothe  diar^    ItLa( 
■"  "  recent  instauoe,  be«i  the  practice  of  Cos- 
when  an  officer's  oondnot  was  eveo  io  At 
inquired  into,  to  aff«d  the  (A* 


blame  was  to  ^ipear.  He  allnded  to  IIm  m- 
dnct  of  the  House  when  en  exaniinatiin  Ml 
place  relatively  to  the  failure  of  Genen!  & 
Clair's  eipedition.  Suspicions  were  enterUiiid 
that  blame  lay  somewhere.  A  oomnuttse  «■ 
appointed  to  examine.  The  three  offiun  ;!■■ 
tJcnlariy  concerned  wera,  he  noderstood,  isrii- 
ed,  as  it  were,  to  come  before  the  commiiue,  tg 
explain  to  internets,  and  to  give  infermiliia 
Thon^  the  Secretary  of  War  was  not  pervi' 
ted  to  explain  on  this  floor,  justice  snd  dsliM^i 
and  the  most  common  principles  of  jutisfn- 
dence,  to  which  we  attempted  to  hcdd  kh 
analogy,  demanded  that  he  should  b«  iMvd 
somewhere,  and  the  committee  was  reoend 
for  this  purpose.  The  Qnart«rmastet  Gcnsd 
asked  to  be  beard  on  this  floor.  Though  rA» 
ed,  he  was  permitted  to  attend  that  cmnmiiM 
on  whose  examioatiou  liis  character  as  s  Qol^ 
termaster  depended.  Were  any  man  reapooaU 
as  an  officer  to  this  House  to  fall  onder  the  m- 
pEcion  of  its  members,  a  regard  to  decraey  u' 
to  Uie  established  rights  of  citiienehip,  ^iif^ 
teach  gentJemen  to  inquire  formally  before  tht; 
hastily  laid  a  charge  on  the  table,  to  which  Uk; 
might  move  the  assent  of  the  House.  But  it 
this  proceeding  a  Legislative  charge  wupoi 
into  before  inquiry  had  been  instituted.  £<VT 
role  of  Justice,  and  all  that  delicacy  which  w^ 
ever  to  attend  her  pn^reas,  had  been  disfgtn' 
ed,  and  in  the  very  first  instance,  a  pumbw  <■ 
charges  are  brought  forward,  not  for  inqdirj, 
bnt  conviction,  which,  if  sanolioned  bj  »  n* 
jority  of  the  Hoase,  are  to  be  followed  hj  tj* 
dismission  of  one  of  the  highest  officeis  in  IH 
Qoverpment.  This  mode  was  as  tyrsusit*'  " 
it  was  new,  and  if  any  thing  could  thfo*  ' 
bias  agunst  the  resolutions,  independent  of  U- 

Suiry,  it  was  the  partial  and  unjust  form  in  fhi™ 
le  proceeding  had  commenced.  Reeolntw* 
of  oonviction  might  rise  out  of  the  repcrt  m  * 
committee  of  inquirr,  who  would  act  a»sGi»» 
Jury  to  the  House,  but  could  never  precwe  it 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  refer  to  »  COT- 
mlttee  of  the  Whole  what  might  be  deddtc  n 
the  Honse  with  more  despatch. 

Mr.  Pag*  in  r^ply  to  Mr.  SmrH,  spok^  >* 
substance,  as  fbllows ; 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  more  precious  our  tiOT 
the  more  readily  shall  I  vote  for  acomidewtKii 
of  the  first  resolution ;  for  I  think  it  ot  more 
oonseqnenoe  that  we  should  decide  on  it,  thM  * 
any  other  before  us.  We  find,  from  the  inqiW 
which  has  been  set  on  foot  into  the  mmscIM 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  differsfiOT 
the  mover  of  the  rasolntion  iu  op™'"',;^^^ 
ing  his  power^  and  the  oonstitntJOBsl  obligsW" 
he  may  be  under  of  regarding  acts  of  aprt* 
tioo ;  it  therefore  must  be  the  wish  rf  the  M«- 
wtary  himself  whether   wo  agree  with  luo 
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or  not ;  and  it  is  onr  dnty.  u  soon  as  pomible,  I 
conceive,  to  let  our  coustltoents  know  whether 
we  MiproTe,  or  not,  of  Lis  opinion.  The  Secre- 
Uij  mnuel^  I  thiak,  confesses  "  that  a  strict 
idherence  to  appropriatioM,  in  oertdn  cases, 
TOidd  he  pnwllaniniity."  He  preferred,  no 
donht,  the  public  good,  which  he  thought  be  had 
in  vieir,  to  a  strict  compliance  with  an  act  of 
^ipropriatian.  It  beoomea  ns,  then,  to  deter- 
mine whether  we  wi^  that  the  Becretarr  shall 
hereaftw  be  bonnd  bj  our  tea  of  appropriation 
or  not 

I  CBimot  conceive  t^at  the  reaction  of  the 
first  resolntion  can  alter  tlie  natore  of  the  case 
before  n^  or  in  anj  manner  oonfinn  or  inyali- 
daCs  the  truth  of  fkots  which  some  gentlemen 
■eem  lo  apprehenuTe  maj  lead  to  an  impeach- 
menL  For  my  part,  I  keep  in  view  the  first 
nsolntion,  withont  thinking  a  moment  of  the 
latt,  or  the  iotermediate  propowtioiw.  When 
tiiej  shall  come  under  consideration,  I  shall  be 
reidf  to  show  a  proper  attention  to  them. 
How  the  first  resolotion  can  be  called  an  ab- 
stract proposition,  I  know  not,  when  the  nai- 
tare  of  the  last  before  as  reqaires  a  deddon  on 
JL  The  Becretarj  himself  should  desire  it,  and 
our  eonstitnents  most  expect  it  If  the  Oom- 
mitt«e  of  the  Whole  shall  he  of  opinion  that  ap- 
propriations onght  to  he  sacredtj  regarded,  thej 
win*gree  to  the  resolntion ;  if  they  think  they 
msj  be  diroensed  with  "  in  certiun  cases,"  they 
may  amend  the  resolution,  and  qualify  it  so  as 
to  justify  the  conduct  of.  the  Secretary.  To  call 
the  resolution  a  preamble,  and  to  cbjc«t  to  it 
Msudi,  appears  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  to 
call  it  an  abetraot  proposition;  for  I  have  al- 
itsys  thought  it  inconsistent  with  Eeoublicaa 
principles  to  object  to  preambles.  I  nave  re- 
marked, sir,  when  they  have  been  objected  to, 
it  became  the  Representatives  of  a  free  people 
to  show  on  what  principles  and  with  what 
news  their  laws  are  enacted,  and,  not  in  a  dic- 
tatorial manner  enact  thst  it.  shall  be  so  and  so. 
The  framers  of  our  constitution  have  set  ns  an 
(umpJe  of  an  eicellent  preamble;  and,  as  it 
has  been  remarked  br  several  members,  this 
House  has  occasionally  nsed  them ;  I  think, 
tbtrefore,  thst  none  of  the  objections  to  the 
oommitment  of  the  first  resolution  are  of  suffi- 
dent  weight  to  induce  the  Ilouse  to  agree  to  the 
motion  for  string  oot  the  two  first  resolutions. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  committing 
the  first  two  resolutions,  and  negatived— 36  to 
S2.  On  the  question  of  referring  the  last  "^7 
fourteen  members  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordertd,  That  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sirth, 
terenth,  and  eighth  resolntions  contained  in  the 
Eaid  motion  be  committed  to  a  Committee  ot  the 
whole  Eonso  immediately. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  Itself  into  the 
■ud  committee;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to 


Fbidat,  Uaroh  1. 
Cfffi/Aal  maduct  of  the  Seoretary  t(f  the  lYea- 

Tbe  House  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  third,  (brnth, 
fifth,  nzth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  om^ 
tained  in  the  motion  of  yest«rday,  req>eoting 
the  offidal  oondnot  of  the  Beoratarj  rf  th« 
Treasury. 

The  third  resolution  b^g  nnder  ooudder*- 
lion,  in  the  words  following,  via : 

"  Saoked,  Tliat  tte  SecrMuy  tt  the  Treanuy 
hit  violated  the  law,  paued  the  fmith  of  Angni^ 
ona  thoDMnd  Miren  faniilreil  and  nfne^r,  maUog  »p- 
pn^atunu  of  Eeitaiii  moneya  ■nthoniKl  to  ba  bot^ 
nwed  by  the  nma  law,  in  the  ItdJowing  paitionlan, 

"  1.  By  applying  a  oert^  porliaii  of  the  prind- 


by  Hut  or  an;  other  Uw. 

**  2.  By  drawioa  part  of  tlie  suae  moneyi  Into  the 
United  Statei  wichoat  the  hutmcliODS  of  flie  Prad- 
dent  oTtba  United  Slates.' 

Mr.  BABSWRLL-^Mr.  Cb^rman,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  the  observations  which  yeeler- 
day  fell  from  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
the  resolutions  now  Defore  ns,  I  c&nnot  T%fr^ 
from  saying  that  I  am  extremely  happy  that,  in 
passing  through  the  medium  of  that  gentleman's 
examination,  this  sulject  has  changed  its  hue 
from  the  foul  stain  of  peculation  to  the  milder 
coloring  of  an  Uiegal  exercise  of  discretion,  and 
a  want  of  pohCeness  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  feel  liappy,  because  I  always  am 
so  when  any  man  charged  with  guilt  can  ac- 
quit himself;  and  the  more  so  now,  when  a  man 
in  a  high  responsible  office,  and  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  his  countrymen,  can  reduce  a  charge 
from  a  quality  calculated  to  have  excited  an 
alarm,  even  in  Pandemonium,  to  snch  a  shape 
as  I  fancy  will  scarce  serve  to  satisfy  the  un- 
common curiosity  which  it  appears  to  have  ex- 
cited. As  I  have  never  been  In  the  habit  of 
taking  notes,  I  shall  depend  npon  memoij  in 
answerins  the  gentleman  fi«m  "Virginia;  al- 
though I  imagine,  as  that  gentleman  nsnally 
sticks  very  close  to  his  point,  whatever  It  may 
be,  that,  in  pursuing  his  charges,  I  shall  substan- 
tially answer  his  arguments.  In  comment- 
ing upon  the  two  first  resolutions,  to  which  I 
am  by  order  confined,  I  shall  conriderj  in  the 
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first  instance,  what  regards  the  right  of  drawing 
money  into  this  country.    The  genUeman  ap- 

rn  not  to  have  considered  thelaw  properly, 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  Psesidrt 
had  a  right  to  make  what  arrangements  he  pleas- 
ed, in  order  to  attain  what  he  might  consider  a 
proper  modification  of  the  debt  dne  by  the 
United  States  abroad.  He  might  have  borrj^w- 
ed  the  money  here,  or  have  paid  it  here ;  be 
might  have  borrowed  the  money  in  England, 
or  wherever  he  thought  fit  I  wih  ask  the  gen- 
tleman by  what  pr^dsa  authority  he  borrowed 
the  money  in  Amsterdam  and  Antwerp,  and 
paid  it  in  Farisl    Certainly  by  none  bnt  that 
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disoretion  whioli  haa  been  depraded  upon  to 
modify  the  debt  in  the  maimer  moet  condndve 
to  the  iutereat  or  the  United  States.  I  take  it, 
then,  for  granted,  Mr.  Churman,  that  the  right 
of  the  PusntBitT  ta  draw  the  money  borrowed 
bere,orto  send  itany  where,  moet  be  conceded. 
The  qoestjon  will  then  arise,  whether  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnij  had  a  right  ta  do  thia  or 
not,  and  whether  this  baa  not  been  done  with- 
out, nay,  againat  the  inatruotioua  of  the  Prbs- 
mBKT  t  I  reall;  oonaider  tbia  aa  one  of  the 
moat  extraordinary  caaee  that  I  have  erer 
known  exhibited.  Let  oa  conaider  its  form.  A 
hif^dj  important  tmat,  of  no  leas  import  tlian 
the  diacreldonarj  nae  of  foorteen  nuUiona  of 
doUara,  ia  placed  in  the  Pbsbuiekt  ot  thi  Unit- 
■D  Statrb;  he,  by  a  general  oommiwion,  and 
by  apecial  inaCmction,  depntes  this  power  to 
the  Becretary  of  the  Tretunry,  atating  that  he 
ia  to  conform  to  theee  and  whatever  inatractiona 
he  might  from  time  to  time  ^ve  him.  Let  any 
man  eeriooaly  examine  these  powers,  and  lam 
t^  opinion  that  the  Secretary,  nnder  tbeee,  had 


inatmcted  to  the  oontrary ;  for 

oonTeva  a  complete  power  to  modify  the  debt, 

Srovided  that  it  shonld  be,  with  all  oonvenient 
espatoh,  apphed  to  pay  the  principal  and  inter- 
est dne  to  France ;  for  where  the  p^menta  arc 
to  be  made  is  certainly  left  to  the  Secretaiy. 
If  thia  has  not  been  eieroised  advantageously, 
Qua  ia  another  circomatance  which  the  gentle- 
man himself  haa  not  questioned.  Bnt,  aays  the 
gentleman,  the  Secretary,  nnder  theae  tnatmo- 
tiona,  had  no  special  aathority  to  draw;  not- 
withstanding wnioh,  he  began  to  draw  in  1T90, 
and  haa  oontinaed  to  draw,  at  different  times, 
into  this  country  the  enormooa  anm  of  three 
milUons  of  doUara,  and  therefore  he  mnst  have 
done  thia  without,  nay,  against  the  inatrnctions 
of  the  Fbesident,  who,  it  is  presmned,  having 
delegated  this  great  trust,  has  never,  for  three 
years,  inqnired  into  the  peifonnanoe  of  it.  Can 
this  be  the  inference  of  common  aenee  }  Can 
ttiis  be  the  inference  of  the  experience  which 
we  havehadof  the  PsBsmuTT,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent features  of  whose  character  always  has 
been  an  industry  to  investigate  partioQlars,  as 
remarkable  as  hia  sagacity  to  frame  generals ! 
Zi,  then,  inatrnctions  have  not  been  given,  or 
have  been  exceeded,  was  it  necessary  for  ns  to 
oome  in  aid  of  the  Ph«hid«st,  he  who  by  onr 
law  has  the  power,  which  we  onraelveB  cannot 
exercise,  of  removing  any  of  the  Executive  offl' 
oers  at  pleaanre  t  It  certuuly  cannot  be  ueoes- 
sary ;  for,  as  this  officer  continues  to  act,  we 
must  conclude  that  he  has  either  acted  by  ia- 
Btmctjons,  or  in  such  manner  as  to  have  given 
aatia&ction  to  his  principal  withont  Uiem. 
Beally,  Hr.  Churman,  I  cannot  but  believe  that 
if  aupioion  bad  not  led  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia  astray,  the  naoal  correctness  of  hia  under- 
standing would  have  prevented  him  frvm  pur- 
suing  auoh  on  ignitfatwu  aa  this. 

Ur.  W.  fiioTH  regretted  that  ao  important  an 
ihquiry  had  been  inatituled  at  the  very  does  of 
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session,  when  the  members  were  throB 
with  bunueaa  of  an  indispensable  natare,  aal : 
was  scarcely  possible  for  them  to  b«stov  its 
attention  and  deliberation  which  tiiB  uatmc  i 
the  snb}ect  called  for.  But,  while  he  oifomL 
this  regret,  he  aasured  the  committee  ths  i 
was  mingled  with  much  aatia&ctioD,  in  fin^ 
that  the  vague  charges  of  miamansgem^t,  wtt 
which  the  public  had  long  beea  alanoed,  «at 
at  length  east  into  a  shape  soaceptible  of ' 

ligation  and  deci^on.     Previous  to  an  e 

nation  of  the  specific  chai^  then  undo'  ecs- 
nderation,  he  claimed  the  indnlKence't^ik 
unittee  in  offering  a  few  prSiminai . 
'ks,  which,  though  they  did  not  bear  pi- 
daely  upon  the  cbai^  itselfj  yet  were  ini- 
lately  connected  wiOi  the  Bubject-mantf  4 
le  inquiry,  and  were  justified  by  tlie  g 
remarks  of  ^ntlemen  who  had  preceded 

la  recumng  back  to  the  origw  and  progna 
of  tliis  examination,  it  must-  S4>pear  Bomewk* 
surprising  that  that  which,  in  the  cmiiiiiicmc- 
meat  of  the  sesuon,  was  sounded  forth  aa  pm 
peculation,  now  turned  out  to  be  noiJiing  bkr 
than  a  mere  substitatdon  of  fonda,  and  that  tte 
which  waa  announced  as  abominable  canq>- 
tion,  waa  dwindled  away  into  a  mere  drawi^ 
of  money  from  Europe  into  this  country, 
ap&^edhere  according  to  law. 

Whatever  credit  might  be  dne  to  the  mi  _ 
which  had  originated  this  inquiry,  every  m^ 
her  would  concur  in  the  sentiment,  that  a  a 
government  constituted  like  that  of  the  UniRd 
States,  which  liad  Dottiiug  bat  the  public  eoaS- 
dence  for  its  basis,  premature  alarms  aid 
groundless  suspicions  respecting  the  conduct  d 

'  "lc  officers  were  pregnant  with  the  moet  iqja- 
cousequences.  This  (pinion  was  more  pe- 
culiarly applicable  to  the  important  station  tf 
Secretary  of  the  I^reasnry.  hitraated  with  tbt 
management  of  a  large  revenu^  and  neceasaril; 
clothed  with  some  latitude  of  discretioa,  it  wis 
to  be  expected  that  he  would  excite  the  jta- 
lousy  of  we  public  vi^lance ;  but  aa  l<mg  aa  i» 
kept  in  view  the  iifjunctiona  of  law,  and  Ihs 
public  good,  his  reputation  waa  entitled  to  thai 
aeourity  which  is  due  to  everv  citizen. 

An  officer,  introsted  with  the  care  and  distri- 
bntiou  of  public  moneys,  is  generally  looked  tf 
with  a  watchfrd  eye ;  mankind  are  too  prtma  to 
suspect  the  purity  of  his  conduct;  alight  inain- 
nations  are  but  too  oiteu  sufficient  to  iqjim 
him  in  the  pnbli-.  estimation.  Such  b^ng  the 
natural  propen^ty  of  things,  itdouhtleesb^T^ 
ed  those  wno  wished  for  tranquillity  in  ibt 
country  to  withhold  charges  not  clearly  wir- 
ranted  by  proof— to  anepend  animadveitioDi 
which  were  not  hkely  to  terminate  in  eoovio- 
tion.  A  contrary  proceeding  had  aD  inevitabla 
traidency  mmeceesarily  to  alarm  the  public  mipd, 
to  instil  into  it  anapiciona  agunst  Uie  integrity 
of  men  in  high  stations,  to  weaken  thoir  pnblic 
confidence  in  the  Government,  and  to  enerntt 
ita  operations. 

There  was  something  remarkable  in  tbe  na- 
ture of  the  present  allegationa  against  the  Se- 
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oretaiT.  Taking  them  all  into  view,  they  pre- 
BBDted  nothing  which  involved  self-intereated, 
pecaniary  coDHiderations ;  and  in  tliis,  thej 
«9BentiaU;  differed  from  acoosations  sgunat 
financiers  in  other  coantries,  to  whom  motives 
of  interost  were  generally  ascribed  as  the  Booroe 
of  their  peculations.  To  the  Secretary,  no  snch 
motive  was  impaled ;  notwithstanding  former 
insinaations  agamst  hie  integrity,  the  som  of  all 
tlia  charges  now  amonnted  to  nothing  more 
than  aiTi^anee,  or  an  aasmnption  of  power,  or 
an  exercise  cf  nnanthorized  diacretion. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  next  to  examine  the  charge 
noder  consideratian.  It  consisted  of  two  items : 
the  first,  the  application  of  a  certain  portion  of 
th«  principal  som  borrowed  in  Gnrope  to  the 
payment  of  interest  foiling  dne  upon  tnat  piin- 
cipal,  which  it  was  contended  was  not  autho- 
lized  by  any  law ;  the  second,  the  drawing  part 
of  the  same  moneys  into  the  TTnited  States, 
without  the  instrnctions  of  the  PsKeiDEnr. 

The  first  item  of  this  supposed  violation  of 
law  appeared  of  so  frirolona  a  natnre  that  it  did 
not  merit  mnoh  discns^on  ;  at  any  rate,  it  was 
more  aa  objection  of  form  than  of  sabstance.  If 
he  comprehended  well  the  pnrport  of  the  charge, 
it  was  nothing  more  than  tbis^ — that  the  8e<Te- 
tai7  having  moneys  at  his  disposal  in  Earope 
applicable  to  the  porchase  of  stock  in  this 
country,  and  having  at  the  same  time  moneys 
In  this  conntrr  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  abroad,  had  substituted  the  one  for  the 
other.  He  had  paid  the  foreign  interest  ont  of 
the  foreign  funds,  and  he  had  pnrchased  stock 
with  the  domestic  fiinds.  This  was  the  hcinons 
offence  with  which  he  was  choired,  and  which 
was  thought  snfficuent  to  remove  him  from 
office.  If  the  moneys  in  Europe  might  have 
been  drawn  to  this  conntrj  by  bills,  fbr  the 
porchase  of  the  debt,  it  might  have  equally  been 
drawn  here,  by  ordering  the  appIicatioQ  of 
Bom  in  Earope,  for  a  puri«Dse  which  would  1: 
represented  by  an  eqnal  snm  here,  to  be  ap- 

Sdied  to  the  purchase.  The  snbstonee,  not  the 
arm,  is  to  decide  whether  this  mode  of  nego- 
tiating tbe  matter  was  proper.  Bnppose  hills 
bad  been  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  the  oommis- 
rionera,  and  remitted  to  them  on  aooonnt  of  the 
foreign  intereet,  woold  not  this  have  been  as  reg- 
ular as  to  draw  them  for  salet  Did  the  eie- 
ontion  of  the  law  reqnire  that  tbe  Secretary, 
having  i^nds  in  Europe  with  which  the  foreign 
interest  might  be  discharged,  shonld  neverthelces 
remit  moneys  abroad  for  that  purpose,  and  then, 
haring  funds  in  this  conntry  with  which  the 
.  Mirchases  of  the  debt  might  be  made,  should 
draw  bills  to  bring  the  foreign  ivoAe  heret 
Was  there  any  necearaty  for  this  complex  ope- 
ration, for  the  expense  of  remittance,  the  pro- 
bable loos  on  the  sale  of  biHa,  the  loss  of  interest 
while  the  money  was  in  tratuita,  when  the 
■ttho^  matter  conld  be  negotiated  by  the  ample 
and  economical  mode  pnraaedt  So  far  f^om 
this  arrangement  beiog  &  ground  of  oensore, 
Kr.  S.  asserted  that,  had  the  Secretory  porsned 
tbe  otlier  mode^  he  wonld  have  been  anlmod- 
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verted  upon  with  great  eeverit;  for  snoh  an 
extraordinary  course.  He  would  have  been  ao- 
cused  of  ignorance  of  his  duty,  and  etery  leas 
inddental  to  the  transaction  woold  have  been 
charged  to  hia  acoonat. 
The  second  divirion  of  the  chai^  being  of 
ore  magnitude,  required  a  more  lengthy  dis- 
ission.  This  instance  of  violatioa  consisted  in 
a  enppoeed  deviation  fhim  the  instracticns  of 
the  Fbebwxst,  or  a  supposed  aoUng  withont 
any  instmction  whatever.  It  was,  however, 
begging  the  question ;  it  was  taking  for  grant- 
ed  that  which  did  not  appear,  and  which  onght 
not  to  be  preenmed.  ^d  here,  Hr.  B.  obeeiT- 
ed,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  entirely 
reversed  one  of  the  fundamental  maxims  of  crim- 
inal jnTisprudenoe,  which  declared  that  Inno 
oence  shonld  be  presumed  and  Kuilt  proved; 
whereas  they  had  presumed  gnUt,  and  called 
upon  the  accused  to  prove  his  innocence. 

And  what  was  the  slender  basis  on  which  the 
presumption  was  bnilt  1  Why,  say  the  gentle- 
men^ the  instmctions  from  the  PRaaroasT  to 
tJie  Secretary,  which  have  been  laid  before  the 
House,  relate  only  to  the  payment  of  the  Fronoh 
debt,  and  convey  no  authority  to  draw  any  of 
the  foreign  loan  into  this  conntry  for  tbe  pur- 
chase of  stock :  and  hence  they  infer,  ha  had  no 
authority  for  this  latter  pnrpoee. 

To  comprehend  the  fulaoy  of  the  inference,  it 
was  only  necessary  to  recnr  to  the  laws,  and  to 
the  FsEsiDEirr's  commission  to  the  Secretary  to 
negotiate  the  loans.  Two  sots  of  Oongrees  had 
passed ;  one  on  the  4th  of  August,  the  other  on 
the  13th  of  Augost,  1760.  The  first  anthorlEed 
a  loan  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  appHcable 
to  the  payment  of  the  French  debt ;  the  other, 
a  loan  of  two  millions,  applicable  to  the  pnr- 
chase  of  the  domestic  debt  The  PnieiDKKT'a 
commiasiou  to  the  Seoretary  embraced  both 
acts  and  both  objects,  and  under  that  commis- 
sion one  loan  was  negotiated  applicable  to  both 
objects.  True  It  is,  that  the  Pbisident'b  first 
instructions  were  confined  to  one  object,  namely, 
the  French  debt ;  bat  the  inference  la  not  that 
no  other  instructions  were  given,  and  that  the 
Secretary  acted  withont  authority ;  but  the 
very  reverse,  that  the  PmtsiDBtrr  either  left  the 
other  object  to  the  general  discretion  of  the 
Secretary,  who  was,  tx  offisio,  the  proper  agent 
and  his  repreeentative;  or  that  he  reserved  it 
for  snbsequent  and  occasional  instractions. 

Thisinferenoe  mnstbe  thebneone:  first,  be- 
oanse  a  contrary  saopoMtion  woold  impnte  to 
the  PsBsmKNT  an  ili^^  intention,  that  of  ap- 
plying all  the  moneys  borrowed  ander  both  ants 
to  the  object  of  one  only ;  secondly,  becaase  the 
commission  extending  to  the  borrow  ins  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars,  and  embracing  both  object^ 
and  the  instmctions  being  confined  to  twelve 
millions  of  doUara,  and  to  only  one  olject,  it 
foUowed  that  the  other  either  was  left  to  diB> 
eretionary  management,  or  to  after  regulation, 
for  tbe  law  eirioined  the  execution  of  both. 

If  preenmption,  then,  was  to  govern,  the  more 
natnral  preonmption  wa^  that  the  omow  aotad 
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Moording  to  iom«  general  diMretioQ  reposed  in 
him,  or  according  t>i  ioBtnictiona  from  time  to 
time  iriven.  These  inatructioDS  may  have  been 
verbftt,  aa  irell  as  written.  Tlie  written  in- 
etractioaa  pvea  in  the  flrat  inatanoe  were  evi- 
denti;  confined  to  the  ol^ect  of  the  flrat  act 
lie  necessary  ooncloaiOQ  is,  that  the  appUostion 
of  the  moneja  borrowed  ander  the  seoond  act 
was  not  meant  to  be  indaded  in  tliat  Instmo- 
tioD,  bnt  waa  left  to  be  regulated  by  a  general 
discretion,  or  by  oooaaioDal  directions,  Terbal 
or  otherwise. 

Having  gone  through  this  r«8olati<Hi,  Hr.  B. 
observed,  that,  if  there  was  as  little  ot  crimlnalit; 
in  the  nbseqnent  chaises  as  in  that  which  he 
had  just  diMossed — and  from  an  attentJvB 
exammatioD  he  ginoerely  believed  it — he  was 
satisfied  tiiat,  notwithstanding  all  the  severe 
anhnadveTnona  within,  and  all  the  virulent 
oalamny  withont,  the  waits  of  Oongren,  the 
oonduct  of  the  Secretary  woold  oome  forth 
ohast^and  nnblemiahed.  Instead  of  any  thing 
being  detected  which  would  disgrace  Pandemo- 
ninm,  nothing  conld  be  chargeable  to  him  which 
would  snlly  the  pnrest  angel  In  heaven.  What- 
ever difference  of  opinion  might  exist  as  to  the 
wisdom  and  beneSt  of  his  measures,  he  was  confi- 
dent in  cavinx,  that  in  every  thing  the  Secretary 
bad  done,  he  bad  been  guided  by  principles  hono- 
rable and  patriotic,  and  lie  trusted  that  a  very 
great  minority  of  the  committee  woold,  by 
dieir  votes,  evince  the  same  aentimeDt.  The 
sword  of  JoBtice,  it  was  said,  ought  at  times  to 
be  token  from  its  scabbard  to  keep  great  pnV 
lio  fiinotionaries  within  the  pale  of  the  taw ;  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  if  Justice  had  its 
Bword  to  punish  the  guUty,  it  had  likewise  its 
shield  to  protect  the  innocent.    If  the  Secreta- 

2  had  committeda  wanton  violation  of  law,  let 
e  sword  be  drawn  forth  for  his  pnnlshraent ; 
but  if  be  has  punued  the  dictates  of  an  enlight- 
ened patriotism,  the  committee  were  called 
upon  to  ruse  the  shield  for  the  defence  of  a 
faithfo)  officer. 

Mr.  FiKDLAT  addressed  the  Obair  as  fol- 
lows: ' 

Ur,  Chairman ;  B^ng  strongly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  our  time,  which  is  now 
so  near  an  end,  thoogh  I  bad  the  honor  of 
aeoonding  the  resolntions,  I  took  no  part  in  the 
delates  of  yesterday ;  nor  will  I  now  detain 
you  with  replies  to  many  of  the  argnments 
which  have  been  offered  egsinst  the  resolutii 
now  nnder  diecns^on. 

Upon  one  argument  frequently  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  last  up,  vIk  :  tiie  greatness  of 
the  Secretary's  ctiaracter,  &c.,  I  wiilonly  make 
a  ungle  remark.  There  is  no  character  officially 
known  in  Executive  departments  of  this  Gov- 
enunent,  who  merits  pre-eminence,  or  to  whom 
a  degree  of  greatness  can  t>e  ascritied,  bnt  in 
proportion  to  his  prompt  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  the  attention  with  which  he  dischargee  the 
duties  of  his  office.  From  this  rule,  the  Pbssi. 
DINT  himself  is  not  exempt,  mnch  less  a  sutior- 
dinate  Secretary,  whose  appointment  is  during 


changeable  and  temporary  nature.  Bat  t< 
to  the  resolution  before  us.  The  first  ques- 
tions tliat  offertbemselTes,are:  Was  the  money 
in  question  appropriated  to  special  end  disdnct 
purposes  1  Did  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
apply  the  money  to  other  uses  than  the  law 
directed t 

In  answer  to  the  first.  It  is  only  neceoary  to 
advert  to  the  law  anthoriiing'the  loans.  Tba 
law  authorizing  the  twelve  imltion  loan,  appro- 
priates whatever  amount  may  be  borrowed  solely 
to  the  payment  of  debts  then  dne  to  France 
and  Holland.  The  law  anthoriiing  the  two 
miUion  loan  directs  the  applicattim  thereof  to 
the  redemption  of  the  domestic  debt,  in  aid  of 

about dollars,  arinng  from  the  reTenuee 

previous  to  the  1st  of  Jannaiy, .     Tbeaa 

appropriations  are  precise,  distinct,  and  jiatioa- 
ditional.  With  respect  to  the  uses,  no  room 
was  left  for  the  eierdse  of  discretion.  The 
will  of  the  L««i8latnre  was  expreee  and  dewiy 
defined ;  it  left  no  room  for  evsuon,  nor  any 
excuse  for  mistake;  nor  did  the  PKKamEiT 
transfer  to  the  Secretary  any  other  authority 
or  instructions  than  what  the  law  expressed. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  sayt^ 
that  the  presumption  ia,  that  the  PsKsmsst 
did  give  other  instructions  ttianhehaa  com- 
municated; that,  in  this  cose,  presumption 
should  be  admitted  as  concIa»ve  teetimonj,  and 
that  neither  the  Secretary  nor  the  pBKaiDKNT 
is  obliged  to  communicate  the  instmction?  or 
authority  to  us.  The  gentleman  is  a  lawyer: 
I  will  appeal  to  himself;  I  will  appeal  to  all  tbe 
profee^onal  members  on  the  Soor,  whether  pre- 
sumptions can  be  admitted  as  proof,  where,  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  positive  testunony  can 
l>e  procured.  Surely,  in  courts  of  jnstice, 
positive  testimony  is  always  required,  and  pre- 
sumptive is  rarely  admitted;  but  in  this  case,  the 
presumptive  is  by  the  gentleman  set  in  oppoo- 
tion  to  the  positive.  However,  this  is  not  the 
case  in  fact.  The  Fbesiuest  did  give  oommia- 
sion  and  instructions,  and  those  are  ftally  oom- 
munieated  to  us.  If  he  conceived  we  had  no 
right  to  demand  them,  he  would  have  toM  us 
BO ;  If  he  had  kept  any  part  of  them  back,  he 
would  have  informed  us,  and  assign  edhis  reasons 
for  doing  BO.  I  presume  that  the  Pbesioent 
liBs  acted  the  part  of  a  candid,  honest  man ;  the 
gentleman  presumes  the  reverse.  Tbe  su^^es- 
tion  that  this  House,  wliich  has  the  exdouve 
right  of  originating  the  appropriation  of  money, 
has  no  right  to  lie  informed  of  the  application 
of  it,  is  so  novel  and  ertraordinary,  so  incon- 
sistent with  every  idea  of  propriety  and  good 
government,  that  it  requires  no  reply. 

Did  the  Secretary  apply  the  money  trarrowed 
in  Europe  agreeably  to  the  le^  appropriations 
and  the  instructions  of  the  Pbesidxnt?  No, 
he  did  not;  though  some  of  the  gentiemen  do 
not  acknowledge  this,  yet  the  Secretary  has 
clearly  acknowledged  it  himself  and  has  filled 
his  reports  with  labored  and  iageuioos  apolo- 
gies for  so  doing.    He  has  suggested  a  variety 
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t  motivea,  uid  taken  infinite  pains  to  chtum 
B  with  the  might;  pabUo  advantages  reeolting 
■om  his  doing  bo.  He  acfcnowledgea  combin- 
tg  the  loana,  and  diraeting  tha  apptioation.  of 
iem,  in  the  reir  oAet,  in  a  way  oontraiy  to 
tw ;  he  aeknowledgM  having  drawn  to  this 
Dontiy,  and  applied  in  Europe,  to  uses  for 
rfaich  other  monevs  irere  impropriated,  near 
£,000,000.  Oat  of  this  he  has  p^  npwsrde 
f  ^400,000  of  the  French  debt,  to  8t  Domio- 
p,  I  do  not  complain  of  paying  the  iatereet 
IvA  in  Europe  cot  of  the  money  drawn  here, 
lie  gentlemen  apply  the  foroe  of  their  sxgu- 
oentB,  with  great  attention,  to  support  or  apol- 
igise  for  this  part,  of  the  Secretary's  oondact, 
LS  if  agunst  thiB  only  the  charge  in  the  resoln- 
km  }aj.  But  we  do  not  object  to  qiplying  that 
DMiey  in  Holland,  which  oo^t  to  nave  been 
n«n^t  her^  if  the  money  which,  aooording 
o  the  wpropriatioD,  shoold  have  gone  to  Hol- 
vnd,  had  been  pnt  to  the  nee  h»«  for  whiah  the 
itber  wae  intended.  A  simple  exchange  of 
uoney  for  the  pnrposes  of  conveniency  or  econ- 
(iny,  is  propeny  one  of  those  cases  to  which 
ninistenal  discretion  may  safUy  be  extended ; 
jnt  the  qosstion  before  ns  is,  the  money  has  not 
leen  re[Haoed.  The  araomit  of  money  has  not 
t>een  applied  to  the  uses  intended ;  conseqnent- 
'y,  the  appropriation  has  been  dlsregardea.  It 
in  acknowledged  that  thoogh  there  were  np- 
irards  of  |1,800,000  of  the  Domestic  Sinking 
pond,  and  upwards  of  $9,800,000  drawn  from 
Enrope,  bedoM  the  moneys  applied  to  the  re- 
tief  (tf  St  Domingo;  yet,  when  these  inqni- 
ries  began,  there  was  not  $1,000,000  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  the  pnblic  debt,  and  even  yet 
the  whole  of  the  domestic  appropriation  has  sot 
been  applied  to  the  Sinking  Fond,  notwith- 
standing that  the  pnblio  debt  is  now,  and  has 
for  some  time  been  nnder  par.  We  have  it  on 
record  that  the  Secretary  never  informed  the 
commissioners  of  the  drafts  he  made  on  Eu- 
rope, although  the  fbnd  was  ezclosively  to  be 
at  thNT  disposal. 

Hr.  QiLBB  rose. — He  was  sensible  that  he 
stood  in  a  pecnliarly  delicate  utnation.  In  which 
nothing  short  of  the  pnblic  good  could  have  In- 
dnoed  him  to  place  ntmself.  If  a  pablic  and 
highly  responable  officer  had  violated  the  laws, 
it  was  necessary  that  he  shoold  be  called  to 
an  aoconnt  for  it;  and  to  determine  whether  in 
the  instances  before  the  Honse,  he  had  been 
guilty  of  that  violation,  it  is  necessary  to  com- 
pare the  testimony  with  the  facts  alleged  in  the 
reeolntions  before  the  committee.  He  first  ad- 
verted to  the  law  anthoridng  the  rfiKBiDBST  of 
TH«  TJjnTKD  Statm  to  borrow  twelve  millions 


of  borrowing  was  expressly  given  to  the  Piwbi- 
nSKT,  no  doubt,  with  an  eye  to  the  personal 
virtoes  of  the  character  who  fills  that  office; 
the  loan  is  also  directed  to  be  made  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  pnblic  debt.  Here 
he  remarked,  that  in  every  appropriation  law, 
the  ^ipropriation  is  always  emphatically  men- 


tioned, which  is  an  evidence  that  the  Legisla- 
tore  int«nd  to  rem^  the  sole  Jndces  of  the 
appUcations  of  money.  He  read  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  em- 
ployed by  the  PtJtBnaim  to  negotiate  this  loan, 
to  Hr.  Short,  the  Secretary's  foreign  agent  for 
this  nnrpose,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  1791,  in 
whidi  the  Secretary  informs  Hr.  Short,  that 
one  million  and  a  naif  of  the  money  he  had 
obtained  on  loan,  vraa  destined  for  Prance;  of 
which  snm  he  was  aothomed  to  ^>ply  imme- 
diately one  miUioD,  but  to  reeerve  ei^t  hundred 
thonsand  florinato  answer  soch  snbaeqnent  direo- 
tiona  M  he  should  receive  fh>m  the  PBumnr. 
He  cited  this  passage  to  show  that  the  million 
and  a  half  which  had  been  obt^ned  on  loan, 
was  destined  for  France. 

To  remove  any  donbt  that  might  remtdn  npon 
this  head,  he  referred  to  a  preceding  letter  from 
the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Short,  dated  the  18th  of 
April,  in  which  it  is  also  expressly  said,  that  of 
the  two  miSions  borrowed,  one  million  and  a 
half  is  intended  for  France,  the  remaining  half 
ndllion  to  wait  for  farther  directions,  aivlng 
established  this  point,  he  adverted  to  the  reso- 
lution before  the  committee,  which  says,  tiiat 
he  applied  a  portion  of  the  principal  borrowed 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  falling  due  npon 
that  prindpal,  vrithont  being  authorized  so  to 
do  by  any  law.  To  show  this,  he  refe*rred  to  a 
report  of  the  8d  of  January,  containing  sandry 
statements  respecting  foreign  loans.  That  part 
of  the  report  to  which  he  allnded  in  proof  of 
the  f^ot,  stated  in  general  terms,  a  snm  paid  on 
account  of  foreign  loans,  and  this  sum  was 
taken  from  the  principal  borrowed,  and  amonn  ted 
to  1,888,180  florins.  If  bis  statement  was  ac-  , 
curate,  the  fact  he  wished  to  establish  was 
proved.  He  wanted  more  ligbt^  he  confessed, 
than  he  could  collect  from  the  Secretary's  official 
communications.  He  shonld  not  go  into  the 
examination  of  what  cirenmstances  might  have 
indnced  the  Secretary  to  deviate  from  the  posi- 
tive injunctions  of  the  law,  or  to  make  any  re- 
marks npon  bis  conduct,  nntil  he  had  heard 
what  gentiemen  wonld  say  to  controvert  the  fact 
he  wished  to  establish. 

Another  feet  of  consequence  he  wished  to 
prove,  viz :  that  part  of  the  money  ohtained  on 
loan  in  Eorope  had  been  drawn  over,  though 
not  wanted  here  for  any  pnbho  pnrpoee.  This 
appeared  from  other  papers.  He  turned  to  the 
instructions  from  the  PxEsiDxtrr  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasory,  authorizing  hira  to  borrow 
$14,000,000,  in  which  the  Secretary  Is  cautioned 
to  keep  in  view  the  two  several  acts  authorizing 
the  loans,  and  the  distinct  conditions  they  con- 
template. By  the  instmctions  of  the  PBBflicBwr, 
the  Secretary  is  authorized  to  apply  the  moneys. 
In  the  eiecation  of  the  trust  confided  to  him, 
the  Pbebideht  generally  directs  him  to  empldy 
Mr.  Short  to  negotiate  the  loans,  to  borrow  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  acta,  and  to  dis- 
charge immediately  the  arrears  of  interest  due 
to  the  French,  to  which  onrpoee  and  to  the 
complete  paytnent  of  that  debt  the  twdve  mO- 
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lion  lo&n  wu  alUigeUier  appropriated.  If  this 
money,  then,  was  shonn  to  bave  been  drawn 
here,  it  was  nwther  warranted  by  law  nor  by 
the  rB>en>raiT'B  instroctions.  The  Secretary 
did  begin  to  draw  as  early  u  ITEK),  and  bad 
oontinoed  t«  draw  from  time  to  time,  til!  17BS, 
withont  citing  notice  of  this  to  the  Le^datnre. 
Having  showD  tliat  the  Secretary  had  drawn 
witbont  anthority  to  draw,  he  next  proceeded 
to  consider  the  purpose  of  those  drafts. 

The  money  thus  drawn  for  wai  not,  be  itated, 
aippUed  t«  the  porohiae  of  the  pnblio  debt.  No 
money  obtuned  from  foreign  loans  was  thus  ap- 
plied until  this  year;  t^e  domestic reeoorcee ap- 
propriBt«d  to  this  object  were  never  exbaitHt«d. 
These  were  the  facts  involved  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion, which  he  wished  to  establish.  Before  he 
proceeded  farther  into  the  diecoMion,  he  wished 
to  hear  what  gentlemen  had  U>  say  to  contro- 
vert them.  He  wished  to  see  Justice  done  in 
the  matt«r  before  the  House ;  he  wished  Justice, 
also,  to  be  tempered  with  moderation  and  mercy; 
and  if  gentiemen  could  show  the  necessi^  for 
deviations  from  poeitive  law,  which  he  had  en- 
deavored to  point  ont,  it  would  exonerate  the 
Secretary  from  a  very  great  share  of  blame. 

Mr.  Babnwxll  called  for  the  reading  of  c 
tain  parts  of  the  two  acta  authorizing  the  loans. 
One  of  the  4th  of  Angnst,  aothoriies  a  loan  of 
$13,000,000,  to  be  obtained  without  limitation 
as  to  the  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  tite 
foreign  debt;  tbeotberisof  the  IStb  of  An- 
gnst, for  92,000,000,  the  interest  to  be  not  more 
than  five  per  cent.,  and  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ducing the  domestic  debt. 

Ur.  Srdowiox,  to  disprove  that  the  drafts  al- 
luded to  have  been  made  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Legislature,  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
Fbbsidbnt's  Speech  to  l)oth  Houses  on  the  8tb 
of  Decemljer,  1790,  and  a  subseqnent  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  same  point. 
By  this,  it  appeared  that  the  power  of  Imttow- 
ing,  having  been  exercised  nuder  the  Joint  an- 
thority  of  the  two  acta,  the  Secretary  states  a 
difflcalty  that  had  occurred  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  drafts  alluded  to.  The  money  hav- 
ing been  obtdned  on  an  interest  of  five  pw 
oeuL,  eicludve  of  douoenrs,  he  wished  tlie 
I.egialature  to  determine  whether  it  might 
Btrictlv  be  oonffldcred  as  borrowed  nnder  the 
second  act,  which  limited  the  interest  at  five 
per  cent.  This  was  snfflcient,  he  oonoeived,  to 
show  that  the  Legislature  were  not  ignorant  of 
those  draffs,  and  an  act  was  passed  solving  the 
Secretary's  doubt,  and  sanctioning  his  cons' 
tion  of  the  law. 

Mr.  GiLKS  remarked  that  he  had  drawn  be- 
fbre  that  sanction  was  obtained. 

Mr.  FrrEsiHOirs  observed,  on  the  first  charge 
in  the  resolution,  that,  as  the  fnt«reet  of  the 
nytney  borrowed  in  Enrope  is  payable  where 
borrowed,  it  was  economical  in  the  Secretary 
to  pay  that  interest  with  moneys  there,  which 
were  to  be  drawn  here,  and  replace  the  sum 
by  taking  the  amonnt  botn  the  fimds  here 
destined  for  that  payment     A  financial  ope- 


Q  of  this  natore  is  simple,  and  sares  da 
tronbte  of  drawing  with  one  hand  and  Rtm 
ting  with  the  other.    He  conceiveid  tbera  w« 

lUSt  foundation  fbr  the  first  chsrge. 

[r.  L*DSAiiOE  said,  tiiat  when  the  resc^nlkM 
calling  for  information  from  the  Treasory  De- 
partment were  first  brought  forward,  the  pobGc 
mind  was  impreflsed  with  an  ide&  that  tbsi 
~~  I  moneys  nnaccoonted  for.  This  charve  n 
dropped,  and  it  is  honorable  to  th«  oAor 
emed  that,  after  much  probing^  nothine's 
found  to  support  it.  The  inquiry  doiv  is,  wiie- 
tber  a  debt  was  pud  ont  of  this  or  thai  Aiad. 
He  did  not  aldmit  the  fact,  that  it  was  p«id  a«t 
of  any  other  moneys  than  what  law  stricdy 
warranted.  He  went  into  a  history  of  the  sob- 
ject  Irom  its  origin.  He  stated  the  natnre  M*i 
pnrpoaeB  of  the  loans-  There  was  Dothing  to 
prevent  the  Pnisiniin  frmn  oonBc^datii>s  Iks 
two  loans,  provided  snch  an  arrai^einent  AJ 
not  interfere  with  the  purpoaee  intended  ky 
them.  The  Pbsbidekt  employed  the  Secrctair 
to  obtain  the  loans  nnder  uie  Joint  aathorrty  o( 
both  acts,  as  it  was  found  that  the  object  conld 
best  be  carried  into  effect  by  snch  an  arrsiige- 
ntenL  The  money  thus  borrowed  became  sab- 
Ject  to  the  appropriations  of  both  mots,  and  oat 
eiolnsively  for  the  payment  of  the  foroign  debt 
Then,  as  part  of  that  mone^  was  subject  to  be 
drawn  here  for  the  redemption  of  the  domestit 
debt,  and  the  interest  of  the  loan  was  to  be  paii] 
with  domestic  fDnds,  it  wasperfectly  reasonable 
to  avoid  further  drafts  and  remittances  to  pay 
the  debt  there  with  money  there,  and  replace 
it  here  with  money  already  here.  The  &et 
stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolntion  is,  by 
this  plun  statement  ef  the  case,  sabetantially 
refuted,  and  appears  altogether  unfoonded  ;  but 
if  tlie  fact  is  proved,  what  is  ImpUedT  No  in- 
Jury  to  the  interests  of  the  community ;  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  has  been  in  every 
point  fulfilled.  If  the  Secretary  had  acted 
differently,  be  would  have  been  gnilty  ot  an 
abeordity,  and  to  blame  for  sacrificdng  the  pub- 
lic interest  and  neglecting  the  spirit  ctf  a  lav 
for  a  strict  and  unprofitable  obsavaiioe  ot  ila 
letter. 

Mr.  BiDowioz,  by  adverting  to  the  Speech  <^ 
the  Fbksidbht  and  Report  of  Uie  Beeretar7,  bad 
shown  that  the  Legislature  bad  been  made  a^ 
qnunted  with  the  drafte,  and  sanctioned  ftiture 
onee  on  the  same  principles.  The  latter  part  <£ 
the  first  resolution  criminates  the  Secretarj  for 
making  them  withont  inatmctioaa  from  the 
Pbesidxnt.  Even  if  this  was  the  caae,  he  did 
not  know  whether  this  was  really  repreheneiUa. 
He  defended  it  on  the  gronnd,  that  the  Secre- 
tary is  the  ofBoer  appointed  by  law  to  snp«ain- 
tend  the  finances  and  apply  all  moneys  agree- 
ably to  ^propria tions.  He  took  a  view  of  d»e 
subject,  as  s^ted  by  Mr.  LicaAsoK,  and  oon- 
cluoed  by  asking,  whether,  if  the  Secretary  was 
found,  on  a  critical  ezaminatioD,  to  have  deviat- 
ed in  a  trifle  frvm  the  letter  of  the  law,  soeh  a 
deviation  was  sufficient  to  warrant  the  alarm's 
being  soimded  from  SL  Cnuxto  SLMary's,  and 
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whether  theprecJona  tuna  of  the  House,  at  the 
dose  of  tbeseeaioD  with  a  vast  varietj  of  bosi- 
Dcsa  on  their  huida,  ahonld  be  taken  np  in  so 
miprofltable  and  £rivo1oas  an  iDv«atiKatiunt 

Mr.  Giles  said,  the  tranaaotioo  alluded  to  bj 
tiie  Kentieman  to  coatrovert  the  fact  laid  down 
in  we  first  part  of  the  reaolution  before  the 
oommittee  was  not  immaterial,  as  the;  had  en- 
deavored to  show  it.  It  was  not  merelj  a  fi- 
nandal  operaUun  to  avoid  the  neceewtf  of  draw- 
ing and  remitting.  The  tmth  was,  that  the 
Seoretar;  had  drawn  over  nearlj  $8,000,000. 
The  PBBflisxar'B  aathori^  was  limited  to 
11000,000. 

Mr.  XiADBAiraB  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
Pbsbidsnt,  or  his  agent,  hsid  drawn  the  whole 
amount  of  the  roonej  obtuned  under  both 
loans,  be  could  not  be  said  to  have  gone  hejond 
Lis  anthority.  He  was  authorized  to  borrow 
$13,000,000  to  pay  the  arrears  on  the  foreign 
debt,  and  to  modifr  the  whole.  In  the  eiecu- 
tian  of  this  tmet,  he  might  have  found  it  advis- 
abk  to  draw  to  the  conntry  the  whole  of  that 
mm.  It  had  been  found  advisable  to  draw 
fbr  part,  and  to  pay  the  French  by  shippiue 
produce  to  SL  Domingo.  If  the  money  expended 
tor  supplies  to  St.  Domingo  Ib  deducted,  the 
balance  will  be  found  less  than  $2,000,000. 

Mr.  L.  contended,  that  the  interest  of  the  mo- 
neys borrowed  was  not  ptud  out  of  the  principal 
of  the  looDj  aa  set  forth  in  the  first  charge  of 
the  resolution  before  the  oommittee.  If  gentle- 
men would  attend  to  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tion, they  would  find  this  strictly  true.  This 
interest  was  pud  oat  of  the  moneys  borrowed 
for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  and  not  out 
of  those  intended  to  pay  the  Freuch,  aoil  the 
flmds  appropriated  fur  the  payment  of  that  in- 
t«reet  were  here  to  replace  the  former  and  be 
qtplied  as  those  were  appropriated.  He  referred 
to  the  Pbebidbrt'b  Speeches  at  the  commence- 
ment of  th«  two  laat  aesdons,  to  Aow  that  the 
loan  was  obtained  onder  the  joint  authority  of 
both  acta ;  and  adverted  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
in  conseqaence  of  a  doubt  snggested  by  the 
Secretary,  explaining  that  the  moneys  firat  oh- 
tuned  might  be  conudered  aa  borrowed  under 
the  act  authoridng  the  two  million  loan.  Hav- 
ing shown  the  first  charge  in  the  resolution  to 
be  unfounded,  he  torned  to  the  second. 

The  Secretary  ia  accused  of  drawing  moneys 
to  this  conntry  without  instructiona.  In  this 
tnuaaction  the  Fsbbidkvi  most  be  coniddered 
la  the  principal,  and  the  Secretary  the  agen^  or 
the  Secretary  must  be  looked  upon  as  the  prin- 
dpal  If  the  FBHmEKT  is  the  principal,  and  he 
ba  authorized  to  obtain  the  loans,  as  soon  aa  the 
money  ia  obtained  it  naturally  falls  under  the 
Erection  of  the  financier;  hut  if  it  be  contended 
that  the  Fsssxdkit:  was  to  have  applied  the 
moneys  as  well  as  to  borrow  them,  then  we 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  agent ;  that  agent 
b  acconntoble  to  his  principal,  and  as  this  prin- 
dpal  ia  not  called  to  an  account  by  the  Lepsla- 
tue  for  any  improper  czerdso  of  diiMiretion,  he 
tnnat  be  conndered  as  having  acted  strictly  with- 


tbe  law.  If  the  Secretary  ia  conaidered  as 
the  principal,  (and  by  a  strict  attention  to  the 
law,  he  believed,  it  would  be  foand  so,  for  the 
PaxsmxiiT  is  by  it  authorized  to  burrow,  and  it 
is  not  expreased  who  shall  apply  the  money,) 
then  it  was  not  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Seore- 
taiy  to  procure  the  instmctionsof  the  PsBsmm ; 
being  the  prindpal,  and  consequently  having 
the  direction  of  the  money  borrowed,  he  is  made 
the  jndge  o!  the  time  of  drawing,  to  fulfil  the 
intention  of  the  law.  Waa  the  money,  he 
asked,  to  have  reiuained  in  the  hands  of  the 
banker  in  Europe  1  Since  it  was  borrowed  for 
the  puTohase  of  the  public  debt,  the  sooner  it 
was  drawn  over  the  better,  and  the  Secretary 
having  the  direction  of  those  moneys,  could  do 
it  without  oonsulting  the  Pbksidest.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  show,  however,  that  the  Secretary 
had  by  no  means  acted  entirely  without  regard 
to  the  Psuidint'b  iostraoUoiiB.  His  letter  to 
Mr.  Short,  which  had  been  read,  expressly  says, 
that  he  is  waiting  for  instructions  from  Uie 
Pbbbidbnt.  and  the  only  instructiona  brought 
forward  dearly  show,  that  hedid  notact  with- 
out them.  On  this  occasion  it  was  not  nccea- 
BBry,  he  concdved,  that  all  the  private  comma- 
nicatioos  between  these  two  omcers  should  be 
broaght  forward;  indeed,  many  of  the  iustmo- 
tions  might  have  been  verbal,  and  of  a  private 
nature.  Another  proof  lies  before  the  com- 
mittee, to  show  that  the  Secretary  did  not  act 
independent  of  instructions.  A  report  of  the 
Secretary  mentions  that  some  matters  relative 
to  the  loans  were  under  oonsideration  of  the 
Pbisidxnt  of  tax  Unitxd  Staiib.  This  docu- 
ment, the  gentlemen  were  in  possession  of  when 
they  framed  the  resoiutions;  and  it,  in  his 
opinion,  left  very  little  ground  indeed  to  m^ 
poee  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  without  in- 


Mr.  MxBOUt  next  rose.  None  of  the  commn- 
nications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
hod  redoved  his  suapicicna relative  to  the  trana- 
aotious  of  that  department  What  hod  fallen 
in  the  oonrse  of  the  discusioD,  bad  not  removed 
his  doubts.  He  confessed  himself  more  at  a  loss 
than  ever  to  account  for  the  condnct  of  that 
officer.  To  jndge  of  the  propriety  of  his  con- 
duct, it  was  neoeasary  tc  consider  what  his 
duties  are,  and  investigate  whether  a  necesaity 
existed  to  justify  the  drawing  oomplained  of. 
Gentlemen,  in  their  arguments,  had  alluded  to 
some  observations  that  nod  fiillon  fi'om  him  on 
other  occa^ous  expreesive  of  his  opinion,  that 
there  had  been  corruption  in  that  department. 
This  opinion  he  still  entertdned.  He  auggeeted 
that  some  irregularities  had  token  plaoe  as  to 
the  money  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fond, 
This  might  be  the  fact,  and  his  suspicions  were 
auSdently  urgent  to  warrant  him  in  suggesting 
that  It  might  be  possible.  At  the  close  of  1702, 
he  stated  there  was  a  balance  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury  of  $3,8S1,182,  and  the  bonds  due  in 
the  conrae  of  the  present  year  would  produce  a 
sum  of  about  $3,269,000.  Tet  a  propoaitioii 
.  was  made  in  the  House,  predicated  on  a  totil 
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-want  of  money  in  the  Treaanrj,  to  borrow 
$800,000  in  addition  to  the  $100,000  already 
borrowed  of  the  bank. 

Sere  Ur.  Boimiiroi  interrnpted  the  member, 
ing  out  of  order.  The  Chairman,  oonceir- 
ing  Mr.  Mbbobb'b  remarks  to  t«  introdnctory 
to,  and  connected  with  the  obeertaliona  he  in- 
tended to  make  on  the  reeolntion,  dedaied  Urn 
in  order.] 

Mr.  lUBOBR  proceeded  to  show,  by  sundry 
statements  and  calcolatioiiB,  that  thera  was  no 
necessity  for  this  1d«i  of  $800,000.  The  Eoose, 
he  said,  to  discharge  their  daty,  should  be  satis- 
fied how  the  money  appropriated  "was  applied, 
before  they  coosentea  to  repeated  additional 
appropriationg.  When  calls  for  ioformation  bad 
been  mode  by  the  Hoose,  with  a  new  to  com- 
ply with  this  their  indispensable  dnty,  the 
Secretary  liad  thought  it  sufficient  to  balance 
money  actually  received,  by  oalcnlations  of  nuns 
that  wonld  probably  be  wanted  agreeably  to 
appropriations.  Were  dollars,  be  asked,  to  be 
balanced  by  sbsolnte  appropriations  f  CanthiDgs 
certain  be  balanced  by  things  nncertun  t  Ao- 
toal  expenditure  would  alone  balance  actual 
receipL  Appropriations  fonnded  only  on  nn- 
ccrtaln  calculations  could  not  show  the  money 
actually  laid  out.  He  adverted  to  some  calcn- 
Istions  made  to  ascert^  the  probable  expenses 
of  the  War  Department. 

^ere  the  member  was  again  called  to  order, 
and  was  declared  out  of  order  by  the  Chair- 
Mr.  M.  confined  his  observations  more  imme- 
diately to  the  resolntion  before  the  committ«e. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  interest  paid  was  paid 
out  of  moneys  that  were  to  be  drawn  to  this 
ooontry,  and  were  replaced  here  by  foods  from 
the  domeatjc  resources  originally  appropriated 
for  that  oljject,  and  that  the  dead  letter  of  the 
law,  if  any  port  of  it,  hod  alone  been  violated. 
He  contended  there  had  been  an  ^sential 
violation. 

The  sums  drawn  for  and  appropriated  to 
reduce  the  public  debt,  were  not  applied  to 
that  purpose ;  the  domestic  resources  appropri- 
ated to  taat  object,  never  were  eihansted.  If 
this  ia  the  case,  oondnsions  surely  unfavorable 
to  that  officer  must  natnrally  follow. 

He  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
question,  whether  the  Secretary  had  acted 
under  instructions  from  the  Pbsbiddit.  It 
was  disagreeable,  he  premised,  to  criminate  the 
character  of  any  officer.  He  bore  a  great 
respect  for  the  I^smasT,  for  his  virtnea,  tal- 
ents, and  services,  but  however  grating  to  his 
feelings  it  might  be  to  find  ftinlt  with  any  part 
oF  bis  conduct  in  this  matter,  he  was  unable  to 
discharge  hia  duty  under  his  present  impres- 
sions, unless  he  avowed  that  he  conceived  that 
officer  bad  violated  the  law,  though  be  allowed, 
without  intention,  by  not  inquiring  into  the 
sabject  while  transacting,  as  it  was  his  duty  to 
do.  He  must  declare  that  he  saw  no  proof  that 
the  Secretary  had  acted  under  the  FnEsraBHr's 
instructions.     On  the  contrary,  he  saw  the 


reverse,  there  was  even  no  presnmptJTe  prosf 
of  the  fact.  The  Honse  has  colled  for  infonw- 
tion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  authority  ddegaled 
by  the  PxEBiDKiiT  to  the  Secretary.  ESths 
the  Secretary  has  prodnced  tbe  protrf  of  this 
anthority,  or  he  has  not  complied  iritb  the 
order  of  the  Honse ;  it  does  appear  that  he  ha 
gone  beyond  tt  In  making  the  drafts  compIaiiMd 
of.  The  PaBsntEHT  directed  ttist  the  proMe^ 
of  the  loan  be  immediately  applied  to  pay  the 
Trench;  yet  a  great  portion  of  that  mooay 
was  brought  over  here.  It  was  said  tb«t  ha 
mieht  have  bronght  tbe  whole  here  if  he  diosa 
and  paid  it  to  tbe  French  here.  This  argaxaeA 
goes  on  the  preenmption  tliat  the  Pbhbis^r 
might  do  wrong  without  incurring  blame.  Bat 
the  Pbcsiixnt  eipT«esly  directed  it  to  be  paid 
immediately  to  France ;  and  the  Honse  hsd  no 
right  to  presume  that  be  did  direct  the  money 
to  be  drawn  here,  when  proof  to  tbe  contTsy 
appears.  Upon  the  whole,  he  oondoded  thtf 
the  law  haa  been  broken  in  letter  and  aab- 
stanoe,  Uid  that  the  Secretary  bad  acted  witb* 
oat  proper  inatmctiona  from  the  Pusoikst. 

Mr.  LtviBKoBX  observed,  that  tbe  charge 
agunst  the  Treasury  Department  was  at  firat 
well  calculated  to  biget  serions  alarm.  Wliea 
misapplications  of  the  pnblic  money  are  sounded 
in  tbe  publio  ear,  all  feel  interested,  knowing, 
that  wbat  affects  the  publio  purse,  must  in  a 
degree  affect  tbe  purses  of  each  private  indrvi- 
dual.  In  the  present  stage  of  the  sntgect,  be 
was  happy  in  being  able  to  felicitate  faimsdf 
and  his  fellow-citiiens,  that  even  should  the 
whole  of  tbe  charges  contained  in  the  residii- 
tions  be  proved,  it  would  not  appear  that  thty 
had  lost  a  farthing  by  the  conduct  so  lun^ 
compluned  of.  What  is  the  chargef  That  tb« 
Secretary  has  pud  an  interest  that  was  jo^Jy 
due ;  why  then,  he  presumed  we  shonld  not 
have  it  again  to  pay.  If  the  Secretary  has  paid 
what  was  due,  what  then  is  the  oompiaint  f  ft 
was  surely  not  intended  that  it  shonld  not  hara 
been  paid.  This  was  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress j  for  they  passed  an  act  providing  fands 
for  its  payment.  The  Secretary  was  then 
right  to  pay  it.  But,  it  is  said,  he  pud  with  the 
wrong  money.  He  saw  no  harm  m  not  paying 
it  with  the  very  dollars  appropriated,  and  tqf- 
proved  of  the  operation,  which  saved  drawing 
with  the  one  hand  and  remitting  with  the 
other;  in  this  there  was  no  crime  committed, 
no  \om  incurred.  It  appeus,  on  the  oontnuy, 
that  something  was  guned  by  it  So  far,  th«i, 
he  was  clear,  no  law  had  been  violated,  nor 
was  any  rule  of  propriety  departed  from.  Ha 
then  touched  npon  the  Secretary's  dismted 
right  to  draw.  He  contended,  that  he  had  that 
right.  The  loans  were  obtained  under  tbe 
joint  authority  of  the  two  acts.  It  was  said 
that  more  than  two  millions,  the  amount  ap* 
propriated  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  were  drawn 
over;  but,  he  insisted,  he  might  have  drawn 
the  other  twelve  millions,  if  it  had  been  for  the 

Enblic  interest  so  to  do.    He  French  wished  to 
a  paid  here,  and  it  bdng  no  loe^  but  ratlMr  a 
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profit,  to  comply  with  their  wish,  where  waa 
the  harm  in  bo  doing !  If  anj  public  loss  had 
been  incurred  owing  to  these  drafts,  then 
blame  woold  lie.  He  coucladed,  by  eipresaiiig 
tin  beart;  approbation  of  the  condact  of  the 
officer  woo  ia  criminated  by  the  resolntions, 
and  decilared  it  aa  his  flna  intention  to  g^ve 
them  hia  n^ative. 

Mr.  HiLLHorax  argned,  that  the  intereet  paid, 
■was  not  paid  ont  of  the  tS,DOO,000  loan,  and 
that  the  drafts  were  made  agreeably  to  the 
directjons  of  the  Fbebidbst.  He  showed  this 
by  the  docaraenla  which  had  been  abesdy  re. 
farred  to.  He  pnt  in  a  clear  point  of  view  the 
propriety  of  avoiding  the  expense  and  risk  of 
draha  and  correspondent  remittances,  and  con- 
<diided  by  (^ving  hie  approbadon  to  the  condact 
of  the  Secretary  in  the  transactiona  complained 
of^  and  by  expressing  it  as  his  firm  belief  that 
a  m^ority  of  the  nommlttee,  from  the  eTidence 


Ur.  Sbdowiqk  rose  to  correct  a  mistake  of 
Hr.  Mkbokb's.  The  gentleman  hod  asserted, 
Chat  the  Becretaiy  had  drawn  on  Europe,  before 
the  loan,  obtain^  by  Oie  commissionera  under 
the  old  GloTemment,  wag  ratified.  This  was 
not  the  case.  The  loan  had  been  ratified  in 
pmsnaoce  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  antlioriz- 
ing  it.  The  Pbebidint  in  his  Speech,  Decem- 
ber 8, 1760,  says,  "thatagreeablyto  the  powers 
vested  in  him  at  the  last  sesalon,  the  loans  in 
Holland  had  been  completed." 

By  existing  acta  of  the  Legislature,  and  from 
exprMS  commnmcatlons  from  the  Secretary  of 
tiie  Treosiuy,  It  appears,  that  all  the  moneys 
borrowed  were  deemed  borrowed  imder  the 
joint  authority  of  both  acts,  and  not  to  be 
■olely  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
fbreign  debt. 

Kr.  HcBoiB  expluned,  that  he  bad  said,  that 
the  Secretary  had  drawn  from  the  loan  obtained 
nnder  the  authority  of  the  old  GoTemment, 
before  said  loan  was  l^allzed  by  law.  If  the 
Legislature  had  the  right  to  legalize  it,  Uiey 
bad  the  right  to  r^ect  it. 

llr.  Ixt  next  rose.  He  obaeired  that  as  he 
found  lumaelf  nnder  the  neceesitv  of  differing 
from  his  friend  who  had  moved  the  resolution, 
with  whom  he  generally  agreed  in  opimon, 
and  WAS  accostomed  to  act,  he  begged  the 
attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  minntes. 
To  determine  whether  the  Becretary  of  the 
Treamry  had  acted  legally,  it  was  necessary 
to  examine  whether  the  authority  tfora  the 
FnsroKKT  and  his  snbseqnent  instructions 
anthorized  him  to  consolidate  the  loans  under 
the  acts  of  the  4th  and  ISth  Angnat,  ITOO. 

On  this  question  Mr.  L.  observed,  that  there 
•eemed  to  be  no  olyection  to  sach  a  conatrnction, 
except  that  which  arose  from  the  difference  ot 
interest  allowed  by  those  acta ;  that  the  first 
loan  was  commenced  without  any  regular 
aothority  by  a  company  in  Amsterdam ;  that  it 
receited  ita  anthenticity  from  the  acceptance  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.    The  interest  and 


donceara  on  this  loan  amounted  to  more  than 
an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  which  was  the 
only  premium  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the 
19th  of  August.  It  oould  consequently  be 
accepted  onlv  under  the  act  of  the  4tn  of 
August,  whicn  gave  no  limitation  to  the  interest 
which  was  to  be  allowed.  The  money  seemed 
therefore  solely  applicable  to  the  pajrment  of 
the  foreign  debt  From  hia  report  of  the  24th 
of  February,  17S1,  the  Secretary  himtelf  seemed 
to  have  had  this  impreedon ;  Congress  seemed 
also  to  have  this  impreadon  as  on  the  8d  of 
March  following  they  passed  an  act  authorizing 
the  application  of  this  loan  to  the  object  of  the 
act  of  the  I8th  of  Angost,  1790.  After  the  8d 
of  March,  1791,  therefore,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  a  right  to  bring  this  money  to 
America  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
The  interest  of  the  foreign  debt  becoming  due, 
for  which  domestic  revenues  were  pledged,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  pay  that  mterest  out 
of  this  loan,  relying  on  Uie  domestic  revenue* 
to  replace  it  for  the  purposes  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  This  was  a  mode  of  bringing  the  money 
here,  and  he  was  not  limited  in  his  discretion 
as  to  the  mode ;  and  therefore  had  a  right  to 
follow  that  which  appeared  to  him  moet  advan- 
tageous. The  paying  of  the  foreign  interest  ont 
of  this  loan  was  made  after  the  8d  of  March,  1791 . 
Mr.  L.  bad  no  doubt  as  to  the  legahty  of  all 
the  proceedings  relative  to  moneys  drawn  to  thia 
ibsequent  to  the  third  of  March,  1791 ; 
moneys  borrowed  for  the  foreign 
debt,  because  a  higher  interest  than  five  per 
oenL  was  stipulated  for,  on  any  of  thi  sul»e- 
quent  loans,  and  because  the  FaEannxr,  in  his 
inatmctiona  to  the  Secretary,  leaves  the  mode 
of  paying  the  ibreign  debt  to  hia  discretion. 
If  he  judged  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  this  money,  in  the  first  place, 
to  America,  the  legality  of  eucb  a  measure 
cannot  be  questioned,  though  the  economy  and 
wisdom  of  it  mav  not  be  admitted.  On  this 
[loint,  Mr.  L.  acknowledged,  that  he  had  not 
minutely  all  the  statements 


the  money  which  had  been  drawn  to  America. 

Whether  it  had  been  consistent  or  not  with 
the  interest  of  the  United  Statee,  Mr.  L.  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  Secretarv  bad  legally  a  right 
to  bring  all  the  money  he  hod  drawn  fbr  to 
America,  except  what  was  drawn  prior  to  the 
third  of  March,  1791.  This  money  was  drawn 
out  of  the  first  loan ;  it  was  drawn,  as  declared, 
for  the  Sinking  Fund ;  the  first  loan,  for  the 
reasons  before  stated,  could  not  be  applied,  and 
consequently,  tiU  the  act  of  the  8d  of  March, 
17S1,  this  monev  conid  not  be  legally  drawn 
for  the  Sinking  Fund.  Ferhaps  this  act  caused 
the  irregularity  of  this  proceeaing. 

But  is  not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  auh- 
ject  to  blame  I  Mr.  L.  observed,  he  thought 
he  waa  not  altogether  free  from  It.  At  the 
meeting  of  Oongress  on  the  8th  day  of  Deoem- 
ber,  1790,  the  riaeaasn  In  hia  Speech  inibrmod 
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hait  Hon8e&  that  the  first  loon  had  been  ac- 
cepted, and  that  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Trvtaary 
had  directions  to  lay  the  particulsn  before 
them.  But  what  did  he  do?  On  the  IStli  of 
Beioember  following,  he  began  to  draw  monej 
on  aoconnt  of  thia  loan  to  America,  for  tbe 
Sinking  Fund ;  though  from  his  report  on  the 
84th  of  Febrnary,  I7BI,  he  appear*  to  Lave 
hod  a  doolit  as  to  the  legality  of  this  proceed- 
ing. He  delayed  giving  information,  in  con- 
fonnity  to  the  PwBioBNr'B  Speech,  till  a  ffew 
days  before  the  dissolution  of  Congress.  This 
conduct,  Mr.  L.  said,  seemed  to  argue  a  diatrnst 
of  the  Le^slative  Conncils.  l£r.  L.  dilated  on 
tbe  necesdty  of  the  purest  and  most  confiden- 
tial oommnnication  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  tbe  Legislature,  and  said, 
Qiongh  he  could  not  agree  to  the  reaolntion 
then  under  conaiderstion,  there  was  one,  sDbse- 
qnent  to  it,  relating  to  this  point,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  find  himself  onder  the  neoesdty  of 
voting  for. 

Mr.  BouDtnoT  considered  it  as  the  duty  of  the 
committee  in  the  disoussion  of  the  charges 
brou^t  (brword  to  confine  thenuelves  strictly 
to  the  points  in  qneetion.  The  present  exami- 
nation differed  from  ordinary  Legislative  hod- 
Dees.  Spedfic  charges  are  brought  forward 
agunst  4  highly  responsible  officer ;  the  facts 
brought  forward  to  support  those  oharges  should 
be  understood  and  considered,  to  form  a  right 
Judgment  on 'them.  Tbe  Secretory  is  charged 
with  hariog  violated  a  law,  by  paying  the 
interest  due  on  a  loan  ont  of  the  principal  of 
that  loan.  He  went  into  aome  statements  and 
calculations  to  show  that  the  money  paid  on 
aoooont  of  foreign  loans,  as  stated  iu  otBcial 
docnments,  oonld  not  have  been  pdd  on  account 
of  interest  of  the  late  loans,  &om  the  diepro- 
portion  of  the  sums. 

He  need  say  nothing  more,  he  oonodTed,  to 
show  that  the  first  cha^e  in  the  resolution 
immediately  before  the  oommittee  is  nnfonnded. 
If  what  he  said  was  not  snffldent  to  disprove 
it,  he  asked  where  ia  the  evidence  to  support 
itt 

He  neit  turned  to  the  aecond  charge  in  the 
resolution,  vix:  that  tbe  Secretary  had  made 
the  drafts  complained  of  withoat  the  Pani- 
smrr's  instructions.  Here  he  noticed  a  mistake 
some  gentlemen  bad  fallen  into,  when  speaking 
of  the  call  of  the  Honse  for  information.  This 
was  a  Toqnest  to  the  PnEsmnKT,  and  not  an 
order  to  the  Secretary,  From  the  information 
oommnnicated  in  consequence  of  this  call,  it  did 
not  appear  that  the  Secretary  had  acted  with- 
out, or  contrary  to  inatractioDs,  and  he  insisted, 
that  he  ousht  to  be  presumed  innocent  till  he 
was  proved  guilty. 

He  argued  that  the  authority  given  to  the 
PnSBtDKNT  in  the  sul^ect  put  it  in  his  power  to 
draw  the  whole  fanri«en  millions  to  this  ooon- 
tiy,  if  he  Ihoaght  fit;  it  could  not,  therefore,  he 
contended,  be  innstcd,  that  tbe  amount  of  the 
drafts  had  passed  the  limits  of  the  authority 
given.    It  IB  not  denied,  be  proceeded,  that 
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there  was  a  right  to  draw  for  the  two  millioiK 
appropriated  kr  the  rednctioa  of  tbe  pablia 
debt  Well,  it  has  appeared,  on  a  oert&in  oe- 
casion  to  the  Honse,  that  onr  lOnister  in  fYmnoa 
negotiated  a  contract  with  the  National  Aasran- 
bly,  or  their  oflScera,  for  the  payment  of  (800,000 
of  tbe  debt  due  them,  here ;  then  certainly,  tba 
exigency  of  the  case  required  that  this  snm 
should  be  drawn  here  for  the  purchase  of  pro- 
visions for  St  Domingo,  in  which  this  payment 
was  to  be  made.  Here  then  was  a  positive  ne- 
cessity of  drawing  for  $3,800,000  and  as  &  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  subject  had  be«n  left 
to  the  Eiocntjve,  they  might  have  found  it  ad- 
visable, perhaps,  nnder  an  expectation  of  ad- 
ditional payments  in  tbe  same  manner  to  hAva 
drawn  over  as  mnch  more  as  they  mi^t  haw 
thought  pmdent 

He  adverted  to  the  application  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  tbe  Le^slature  to  declare  whether  tl>a 
loan  ohtuned,  for  an  interest  of  five  per  oeot., 
exclusive  of  douceura,  might  be  coosidered  as 
borrowed  under  authority  of  the  (S, 000,000  acL 
It  was  bis  (Mr.  Bocmsot's)  opinion  at  the  time^ 
that  no  explanatory  law  wsa  necessary ;  and 
that  the  Executive  bad  power  to  construe  the 
act  in  that  sense.  This  was  also  the  Secretary's 
opinion,  and  in  consequence  of  that  opinion  he 
had  drawn  bills.  He  thought  it  however  right 
to  apply  to  the  Honse  and  have  every  doubt 
removed,  and  the  Legislature  sanctioned  hia 
ooDstraction  of  tbe  law. 

It  had  been  said,  that  if  the  Legislatnre  had 
a  right  to  confirm,  they  also  had  a  right  to  re- 
ject the  construction  put  upon  tbe  law  by  the 
Executive.  This,  he  conceived,  they  would  not 
have  been  warranted  in  doing,  afler  a  contratjt 
agreeably  to  that  construction  had  been  made; 
such  a  proceeding  mnst  have  involved  a  breach 
of  contract 

It  had  been  repeatedly  asserted  and  streno- 
oualy  indsted  on,  tltat  the  Legislature  irere 
tot^y  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  drafts  from  En- 
rope.  To  disprove  this  assertion,  he  read  seve- 
ral items  from  sandi?  reports  of  the  Secretary, 
where  sums  received  on  account  of  loans  are 
specified.    It  had  also  been  asid,  that  there  w 


evidence  that  any  part  of  the  loan  was  ap- 
>d  to  or  intended  fort'      "     '         '■'        ' 
lie  debt. 


IT  intended  ^r  the  pnn^iaae  of  the  pnb- 


This  also  appears  nnfonnded,  from  a  nota 
dated  S5th  of  August,  17S0,  laid  before  the 
Trustees  for  purchasing  the  public  debt,  which 
expressly  mentions,  that  a  loan  had  been  nego- 
tiated, part  of  which  was  destined  for  the  pnr- 
chase  of  the  pubho  debt,  and  that  some  points 
relative  thereto  were  before  the  PBseiDEm'  for 
his  approbation.  This  also  showed  that  the 
Fbbsident  had  knowledge  of  such  intentions. 
His  Speech,  and  the  Report  of  the  Secretary, 
in  consequence  of  part  of  that  Speech,  which 
had  been  ao  repeatedly  referred  to,  uso  mi- 
eqmvocolly  prove  this  point. 

He  recapitulated  the  heads  of  his  argumenta, 
and  concluded,  that  if  nothing  further  oould  be 
brought  in  support  of  the  charges  now  before 
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th«  oommlttee,  the;  Bbonld  have  his  decided 
native. 

Xr.  Madison. — He  nished  not,  he  s^d,  to 
waste  a  mament  of  the  small  portion  cS  tjme 

kft,  hj  regretting  ita  iDsafficlenc7  for  a  tUL  dia- 
ODsnoi^of thEsnbjeotbeforethecomiiiitt«e.  Bat 
be  thought  it  due  to  truth,  and  to  the  honor- 
able and  independent  motives  of  big  ooUeagne 
(Mr.  GiLBs)  in  proposing  the  resolutions,  to  re- 
mark, that  the  lateness  of  the  daj  to  wbich  they 


was  not  to  be  considered  aa  Qnavoidable, 
blame,  at  least,  would  fall  elsewhere.  The  in- 
qniriee  in  which  the  whole  matter  originated, 
bad  been  moved  hj  his  oolleagne,  and  passed 
tbe  HoDse  some  weeks  ago.  The  reports  in 
answer  to  these  inquiries  had  not  been  finallj 
made  and  printed  a  single  da?  before  tbe  pres- 
ent resolutions  were  submitted  to  the  Honse. 
He  admitted  that  it  might  have  been  impracti- 
cable to  report  the  information  called  for,  as 
eariy  aa  was  dewred  by  tbe  House,  He  was 
sensible  of  the  onxiet;  that  wonld  be  natnrallj 
felt  bj  the  officer  called  upon,  to  present  every 
coodderation  that  mi^t  place  lus  conduct  in 
the  most  fkvorable  point  of  view;  jet,  with  all 
these  allowances,  it  was  impossible  to  deny 
that  tbe  reports  contuned  tnings  which  did 
not  belong  to  them,  and  therefore  oousomed 
time  which  belonged  to  the  period  for  discns- 
non.  lie  wonld  mention  one  instance  on  which 
there  conld  not  possibl/  be  a  difiereoce  of 
opinion,  viz:  the  vindicaUon,  formally  nnder- 
takenby  the  Secretary,  of  tbe  policy  of  borrow- 
ing money  abroad.  Whether  his  policy  was 
ri^t  or  wrong,  the  Legislators  had  themselves 
, decided  in  favor  of  it;  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary,  in  complring  with  the  orders  of 
the  Hoose,  to  inform  uie  House  bow  the  law 
had  been  executed — not  why  it  had  been  made; 
to  explain  his  own  conduct, — not  to  justify  that 
of  tin  L^islature. 

It  had  been  asked  why  the  call  for  information 
had  not  been  sooner  inade  ?  The 
obvions  and  simple.  It  was  not 
ocived  by  the  House,  that  there 
necessity  for  it  The  want  of  Informstiou  was 
first  su^ested  by  the  bill  fbr  paying  t^000,000 
to  tbe  Bank,  although  (200,000  ody  were  im- 
mediately dae,  and  for  authorizing  another  for- 
eign loan  to  tbe  amount  of  $2,000,000.  From 
the  dawn  of  light  thrown  by  some  circum- 
stances incident  to  tbe  occasion  on  the  dark- 
ness in  which  tbe  Honse  bad  remained,  pro- 
ceeded those  donbts  and  inquiries  whioh  had 
led  to  tbe  information  now  poeeessed.  His 
coUeagne  had  great  merit  in  having  brongbt 
about  this  development  He  had  rendered  a 
•ervice  highly  valuable  to  the  Legislature,  and 
no  less  imporiant  and  acceptable  to  the  public 
One  good  effect  of  the  information  had  been, 
that  it  prevented  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  bor- 
rowing  $2,000,000  as  an  anticipated  payment 
to  the  Bank.  The  bill  had  dropped  from  tbe 
hand  of  its  patron  with  tbe  first  light  that  broke 


in  npon  tbe  House.  What  other  measures  would 
bsve  been  prevented  or  varied,  if  a  like  loiow- 
ledge  of  our  funds  and  finances  had  been  sooner 
obtained,  wss  matter  of  serious  consideratioa. 

Another  consequence  of  tbe  reports,  t^en 
together,  was,  that  the  face  of  them  presented 
to  bis  colleague  an  evidence  of  the  charges  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions.  Whether,  at  so  late  a 
day,  it  was  best  to  leave  tbe  subject  as  exhibit- 
ed by  tJie  various  documents  in  print,  for  the 
examination  and  opinion  of  the  public,  at  to 
press  it  on  the  consideration  of  tbe  House,  was 
1  point  which  every  member  bad  a  right  to  de- 
cide for  himself.  His  colleague  had  viewed  the 
positions  stated  in  his  motion  as  too  important 
Xa  be  suspended,  and  as  supported  by  snt^  clear 
and  authentic  proofs,  that  a  small  portion  of 
time  would  suffice  for  the  subjeot.  Under  this 
"  iresaion,  what  was  his  right  became  bis  duty; 
I  be  bad  dischai^ed  it  by  offering  his  reeo- 
Intions  to  tbe  House. 

As  the  Honse  bad  revised  to  commit  tbe  two 
introdootory  resolutions,  which  established  ^e 
role  of  judgment  to  be  applied  to  tbe  case,  and 
the  last  also,  which  declared  the  inference  to  be 
drawn,  tbe  task  of  the  committee  wss  limited 
to  a  simple  inquiry  into  the  &cts  stated.  "liiey 
were  to  make  ont  and  report  a  special  verdict 
of  these,  and  leave  it  to  the  House  to  prononnoa 
theproper  indgment  arising  from  them. 

The  resolution  immediately  before  the  oom> 
mittee  imported,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tutd  violated  tbe  law  passed  on  the  4th 
of  Angost,  1790,  making  appropriations  of  oec- 
tain  moneys,"  first,  "by  applying  a  certain 
portion  of  the  principal  Iwrrowed  to  tbe  pay- 
ment of  interest  ou  that  principal;  "  secondly, 
"  by  drawing  part  of  tbe  same  moneys  into  the 
United  States,  without  the  instruction  of  tbe 


The  questions  here  are  questions  of  fact;  and 
whatever  quality  may  be  attached  by  different 
gentletnen  to  tbe  several  facts,  it  would  seem 
as  if  tbe  facts  themselves  are  too  clearly  sop- 
ported  by  tbe  Reports  of  tb»  Secretary,  and  tbs 
documents  attending  tbem,  to  be  denied  ot 
controverted. 

The  law  of  August  4,  1760,  authorized  tbe 
PBBBmiNT  to  cause  to  be  borrowed  $12,000,000, 
to  be  applied  to  tbe  Foreign  Debt  of  the  United 
States.  A  subsequent  law  of  August  13,  1780, 
authorized  another  loan  of  $2,000,000,  to  be 
applied  to  tbe  Domeetio  Debt  of  the  United 
Stales.  A  power  to  make  these  loans  was  dele- 
gated, on  the  28th  of  August,  1790,  to  the  Sec- 


tioned, but  without  any  further  discrim 

of  the  loans  to  be  made.  As  the  law,  however, 
for  applying  loans  to  the  foreign  object  was 
prior  m  date,  tbe  presumption  wonld  rather  be 
that  it  was  to  have  a  priority  of  execution; 
that  tbe  first  money  borrowed  was  to  belongto 
the  first  object  provided  for.  It  was  nnneoea- 
sary,  however,  to  dwell  on  this  consideration, 
because  the  PsKsmBin  had  removed  all  tuoer- 
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Becretary,  and  whieh  on^t,  in  truth,  to  be 
deemed  %  part  of  the  ooDumBaon.  The  instmc- 
tioa  baring  be«ii  more  tban  once  read  to  the 
committer  he  would  content  himself  with  re- 
fernog  to  it. 

The  part  referred  to  ia  in  the  following  words : 

"Ido  hereby  mike  known  to  jim  on  the  ezecn- 
tlon  of  the  said  tmit,  joa  are  to  obtarre  and  fellow 
die  ord«n  uid  diraotiDiu  rallowing,  ni ;  Eioept  whan 
otherwiKi  eqwcially  directed  by  me,  yaa  ahall  em- 
ploy in  the  oeeotiation  of  any  loan  or  loam  which 
may  be  made  in  any  foreign  eoontry,  WilUam  Shott, 
Esq.  ;  yon  ibnH  borrow,  or  canes  to  be  bonowed,  on 
the  best  ternu  which  ehall  be  foond  piai^cabla,  tad 
witlun  the  iimit&tioas  preacribed  by  law  *e  to  time  <€ 
Mpayment  and  rate  of  inCareet,  nich  earn  or  snmi  ai 
diaQ  be  mfficieat  to  diacharge,  «a  well  all  inatahneoti 
or  parta  oT  the  principal  of  the  ibreign  debt,  which 
are  now  dne,  m  ihiU  become  payahle  to  the  end  of 
tite  year  1791,  as  aU  intereat  and  anean  of  inlaieit 
which  now  an,  or  ihall  become  due,  in  reapeet  to  the 
fii  debt,  to  the  aame  and  of  the  year  1791.  And 
yon  iball  apply,  or  canae  to  be  applied,  the  moneyi 
which  ahajl  be  ao  borrowed,  with  all  coovcnient  de- 
apaCch,  to  the  payment  of  the  said  inatalmente,  and 
parta  oTthe  principal  and  intaiwit,  and  arreara  of  in- 
terest of  the  aoid  debt  Yod  ehall  not  extend  the 
amonnt  of  the  loan  which  yon  shall  make,  or  caoae 
to  be  made,  beyond  the  sum  which  ahall  be  necesaaiy 
for  completing  auch  payment,  onlcaa  it  can  be  done 
upon  terma  more  adTantageona  to  the  United  Stales, 
than  tluMe  upon  which  the  rendns  of  the  aud  debt 
ahall  itand  or  be.  Butiftheaud  ieaidBe,oranypaitof 
the  aama,  can  Iw  pud  off  by  new  loans,  npon  tinut  of 
advantage  to  the  United  SCata^  yon  ahall  oanae  radi 
fnrtber  loani  ai  ma;  be  leqniate  to  be  made,  and  the 
^oceedi  thereof  to  be  upUed  aooordiBgly.  And  fbr 
oanying  Into  effM  Oe  aLjjecta  and  porpoaaa  aToieaud, 
I  do  heraby  farther  empower  ^ on  to  make,  or  oanao 
to  be  made,  with  whomaoerer  it  may  ooncem,  anch 
contract  or  contracts,  beiiu;  of  a  nature  lelaHre  there- 
to, aa  shall  be  focnd  needral  and  oondnciTe  to  the  In- 
terest of  the  United  States.* 

By  tbia  formal  act,  isaued  along  with  the 
commission  to  the  Secretary,  the  Pbbsidext 
designated  the  olyect  to  which  the  loans  to  be 
made  were  to  be  applied ;  and  by  declaring  tbe 
object  to  be  that  provided  for  by  the  act  of  Aa- 
gnst  4^  1700,  he  eipreasly  placed  the  loan  nnder 
the  anthoritj  and  provision  of  that  act ;  so  that 
the  moment  the  money  should  be  twrrowed,  it 
was  to  »tand  legally  appropriated  to  its  specined 
object — SB  much  as  if  another  law  anthoriiing  an- 
other loan  for  another  pnrpose,  had  not  eziated. 

This  arrangement  of  the  pRmniiiT  was  the 
more  proper,  not  onl^  because  provision  for  the 
pajment  of  the  toreign  debt  had  been  the  pri- 
tnary  object  of  the  Legislatnre,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  French  debt  the  anxiona  vrisA  of 
their  coostitaents,  hat  because  payments  to 
France  were  no  longer  matter  of  option,  bnt  of 
strict  and  positive  obligation  on  the  United 
States.  Inproof  of  thia,  he  stated  that  the  debt 
of  France,  calculated  to  the  end  of  ITSl,  and 
oranpnting  the  livre  at  5  4-10  to  a  dollar,  amoont- 
ed  to  $4,814,814,  wbilat  the  payments  actual^ 


made,  oompnttng  the  florin  at  2}  to  k  U^ 
amonntad  to  more  than  $8,872,TlT,  leMving,  ■ 
a  balance,  at  the  end  of  1791, 11,443,097.  Add- 
ing to  this  balance  the  inatalmenb  dw  fcr 
1TS2,  amoonting  to  |688,888,  there  wen  to  ba 
paid  within  that  year  tS,080,ft3S.  Tbe  cotin 
payments,  however,  oompoaed  (tf$66fi,S00  in  E»- 
rope,  and  |7S«,000  put  to  tbe  acooont  cf  St. 
Donungo,  (althongh  |444,S6S,  6S  were  ACtniDf 
paid,)  amoanted  to  (1,382,600,  leaving  dw  a 
the  end  of  1793,  a  balanoe  of  |B9a,4SC. 

Here  Ur.lC.  adverted  to  and  read  a  paiagi^ 
in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  page  IS,  when 
in  allomon  to  the  meaaore  of  drawing  biHi  ii 
the  latter  part  of  17S3,  he  says:  "I  fed  myMff 
the  more  at  liberty  to  do  it,  becawa  it  did  tot 
interfere  with  a  complete  folfilment  of  the  pab- 
Ho  engagements  in  r^ard  to  the  f(»«igii<kU. 
It  could  be  done  con^stently  with  a  fall  rcaei- 
boraement  of  all  arreats  and  inatalmenta  wbidl 
had  accmed  on  accomit  of  that  debt" 

Ur.  M.  observed,  that,  ee  he  coold  not  reooe- 
oile  this  paragraph  with  the  calcolatioiia  wluA 
he  had  stated,  and  which  were  drawn  &oac^ 
ficial  docnments,  he  most  regard  it  aa  an  la- 
qneationable  error,  produced  by  some  bas^vin 
of  the  sabject. 

Returning  to  the  oommisfflon,  Ifr.  U.  rep«^ 
ed  that  all  the  money  which  that  ioatnuMiit, 
defined  and  qnalifled  by  the  iaBtraclJou  aniwi- 
ed  to  it,  anuiorized  the  Seoretaiy  to  bomv, 
was  actnally  and  specifically  ^propriated  U 
the  payment  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  nnda 
drcamstances  particularly  nrgen^  in  relalicD  to 

In  what  manner  had  this  tmat  been  cairM 
into  eiecntionl  It  was  to  be  observed,  wiA 
regret,  that,  on  the  very  day  on  wbidi  die  ad- 
mission and  instmction  issned  from  the  Prta- 
dent,  the  Secretary  commenced  his  arrangenoit 
fbr  diverting  part  of  the  loan,  acoe[rted  utd  nt- 
ifiad  by  virtne  of  bis  commission,  to  a  pnipow 
different  from  that  specified  and  reqnireo  by  Us 
instrnction.  That  a  &ct  of  so  extraordinsiys 
compleiion  might  be  n'oimded  on  the  most  on- 
Eceptionable  proof,  Mr.  V.  said  he  should  tite 
lefibe        ■  -     -      - 


the  Dnteh  honses  irom  whom   the   1 
been  accepted,  the  following  passages,  viz: 

"I  idioold  also  wiah,  for  particnlar reaaoua,  thst  At 
bnaiQeis  maybe  so  regulated  at  lo  fpve  it  thelbni^ 
two  loana — one  for  two  miHiona  nn&r  the  fint  aft, 
and  the  other  for  one  million  ander  the  aecood.  M 
neither  about  this  am  I  so  aolicitons  as  to  ba  wilGsj 
that  it  abonld  eonstitnle  an  embairaasment" 

"  I  deadne  a  million  and  a  half  of  thia  emu  u  a 
payment  to  Franoe,  under  the  diiecdon  of  Mr.  Sttort. 
□nr  Chsrg6  if  AilUrea  at  that  Conrt,  wltoae  mdcn  ftr 
that  pmpoas  yon  will  please  to  iUlow." 

The  aspect  hero  presented  by  a  compariscm 
of  the  several  docnments,  was  MDgolar  and  re- 
markable. The  subordinate  officer  appeartd  is 
£rect  oppodtion  to  tbe  Chief  Us^istrate.  Tlia 
agent  was  seen  overmling,  bj  his  own  oniei^ 
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theordenof  hisprindpal.  The  limgnfi^  of  the 
Fre«deot  was,  "By  virtne  of  the  power  vested 
tn  me  bj  law,  I  deetine  the  money  to  be  bor- 
row«d  to  tbo  disoharge  of  the  iiutaljnents  and 
Interest  of  the  foreign  debt."  The  langoage 
of  ^le  Secretary  wt>9;  "I  deatine  a  part  of  t£e 
money  only  to  that  purpose,  and  a  part  to  be 
brought  to  the  United  Btates  fbr  other  pnr- 
poees."  He  left  every  member  to  make  his 
own  reflecUona  on  the  anhjecL  He  wonld  only 
obaerve,  in  general,  that  it  demonstrated  the 
tmtii  Bssert«a  in  the  proportion,  that  the  BecrO' 
Urr  had  Tiotat«d  both  the  taw  of  Angoat  4, 
ITW),  and  the  inatniotion  of  the  PreeideDt  relat- 
iiwtoit. 

He  then  proceeded  to  a  more  ^stinct  view 
ct  the  two  plants  partionlarly  Btst«d  in  the  re»- 
cdntion.  The  first  was,  "  That  a  certtun  portion 
of  tb«  principal  borrowed  nnder  the  act  of  An- 
gnst  4,  17S0,  had  been  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  falling  due  on  that  principal " 
A»  the  &ot  wonld  not,  he  preanmed,  be  denied, 
he  forebore  to  qnoi»  that  part  of  the  docnmenta 
wbiob  admitted  and  anthenticated  it.  He  wonld, 
however,  premise  to  any  obaervationa  on  it,  a 
earaorf  view  of  the  natore  of  appropriationa. 

It  was  nnneceasafy  to  repeat  the  emphatic 
remarka  tw  tliii  autgect,  which  had  fidlon  from 
the  member  from  Pemwylvania,  (Ur,  FdiIiUt.) 
It  was  sofficiently  nnderatood.  He  coaclnded 
that  ftppropriations  of  money  were  of  a  high 
and  aacred  character ;  that  they  were  the  great 
bulwark  which  onr  oonatitntion  bad  careftilly 
and  jealoQsly  estabilBhed  against  Executive 
DaorpatiiHu.  He  meant  only  to  take  notice  of 
the  different  plana  into  which  appropriations 
might  be  monlded,  and  of  the  particolar  opera- 
tion which  onght  to  l>e  given  to  them. 

One  of  the  plans  wrs  that  of  anpropriating 
^ledfied  fdnds  to  qiecified  objects,  in  which  the 
nppo«ed  certainty  of  the  fnnds  was  a^jurted  to 
the  rapposed  importance  of  the  otfjects. 

The  other  plan  formed  all  the  branchea  of 
nveaoe  into  an  aggregate  fhnd,  on  which  the 
•everal  objects  ahonld  have  a  priority  of  claim 
aoeording  to  their  anperiurity  of  importance. 
It  WM  o^dent  that  in  both  these  oases,  the 
Le^alatnre  atisie  poaeessed  the  competent  an- 
tborilj.  The  eiclodve  right  of  that  depart- 
■MOt  of  tbe  Government  to  make  Ihe  proper 
ragolsdona,  waa  the  basis  of  the  utility  luid  ef- 
Soioy  ot  ai^K^riations. 

There  wm  a  third  qneatlon  Incident  to  the 
doctrine  of  appropriations,  vii:  Whether,  nnder 
nedfio  appropriations,  snch  as  had  been  adopt- 
ed by  Gongreaa,  the  Eiecntive  autliority  conld, 
withont  special  permiasion  of  the  law,  apply  the 
excess  of  one  fund  to  the  aid  of  a  deficient  one, 
or  borrow  from  one  fond  for  the  ol^ieot  of  an- 
other. On  this  queetion,  there  might  perhapa 
be  e  diSbrenoe  of  opinion.  He  wonld  only  re- 
mark, that,  admitting  snch  a  diacreUoa  to  be 
implied  in  Uie  trnst  of  executing  the  lawa,  it 
WMdd  atni  be  reqainte  that  the  dne  aaoction  of 
4te  Ezeontive  ahonld  be  given,  that  a  regohu* 
•eeonnt  abonld  be  kept  between  tlie  tliflhrnnt 
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fDnds,  and  that  all  advances  from  one  to  the 
other  shonld  be  replaced  as  Boon  as  pomble. 
This  woe  eqnally  necewary  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  order  in  the  public  finances,  and  to  a 
proper  respect  for  the  anthoritj  of  the  laws. 

In  the  preeent  ease,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
moneys  taken  at  different  times  inita  the  loans 
designated  by  the  President,  and  thereby  placed 
nnder  the  appropriation  of  the  act  of  Angast  4, 
1790,  to  the  foreign  debt,  had  ever  been  re- 
placed. It  did  not  appear  that  any  such  re- 
placement waa  regniarly  planned  or  provided 
for.  It  was  particularly  worthy  of  observation, 
that  the  only  n«e  within  tiie  United 
which  any  loan  in  Euk^  could  be 
vas  that  of  the  linking  Fund;  thai 
the  Trustees  of  this  fund  had  never  been  even 
informed  of  the  drafts ;  that  if  the  moneys  drawn 
had  been  carried  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  lim- 
ited sum  of  (3,000,000  wonld  hare  been  ex- 
ceeded; and  that  the  statements  and  aoconnta 
bad,  in  fact,  i>een  so  wonnd  np,  as  mentioned 
by  the  Secretary,  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  the 
money  laid  out  in  pnrchanng  the  pobUo  debt 
bad  been  charged  on  loans  drawn  into  the 
United  States,  althongh  snch  was  the  only  pni^ 
pose  to  which  they  were  legally  applicable,  and 
snch  the  pnncipu  reason  assigned  for  making 
the  drafta. 

He  did  not  go  into  a  particular  proof  that  the 
som  drawn  into  the  United  States,  after  buIh 
tracting  the  whole  sun  placed  U>  a  foreign  ac- 
count, exceeded  the  sum  of  |3,000,00Q,  beoanse 
tlie  fact  had  been  conceded  on  the  other  side, 
particularly  by  the  statement  of  tlie  member 
from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Hulhodsk.) 

Thus  it  appeared  dearly,  in  oonflrmation  of 
the  first  point,  that  the  application  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  principal  borrowed  in  Europe,  to 
payment  of  the  interest,  was  not  a  mere  trana- 
position  of  moneys,  to  prevent  the  sending  tbem 
Wkwarda  or  forwai^a,  nor  an  advonoe  ^ 
money  from  an  overflowing  frind  in  favor  of  a 
di'fioient  one ;  but  an  absolute  diversion  ot  ap- 
propriated money,  and  oonseqnently  a  violation 
of  the  law  making  the  appropriation. 

The  second  point  in  tlie  resolution  related  to 
the  drawing  of  moneys  into  the  United  States 
without  the  instruction  of  the  President.  Thia 
point  had  been  ftally  established  by  the  dnoa- 
menta  ond  explanations  applied  to  the  first. 
They  had  done  more :  they  had  demonstrated 
that  the  instructions  of  the  Preddent,  which 
dedioated  the  loans  to  be  made  under  hia  oom- 
mission  to  a  foreign  object,  were  an  exjH'cas 

frohibition  of  drafts  for  any  domestio  o^eot, 
t  was  snScient,  therefore,  to  refer  to  the  in- 
structions of  the  Preiddent,  and  to  the  contra- 
dictory steps  taken  by  the  Secretary.  Two  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  elude  the  force  of  these 
official  proob.  Tbo  first  appealed  to  tiie  Pre«- 
dent's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  aesnon  in 
1  TBO ;  to  the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  made  la 
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Had  the  circanutances  inrolyed  in  this  traos- 
ution  been  attendod  b>  bj  those  who  seemed 
to  ralf  cm  it,  Ur.  It.  was  persuaded  that  a  ref- 
erence to  it  would  never  have  been  made  b; 
rtlemen  on  that  ride.  Ab  they  had  tbonoht 
however,  to  ivAW  argaineuta  from  that 
■oiirce,  it  was  prq>er  to  give  an  anawer  to 
them  i  and  the  Wt  answer  would  b«  a  naked 
■Utement  of  facta. 

Tbe  instrgotioD  of  the  PreeideDt  to  the  Secre- 
tary was  given,  as  has  been  seen,  on  the  2Bth 
of  Angoat,  1790.  The  letter  of  the  Secretary 
contravening  this  inatriiotion,  was  dated,  as  has 
also  been  seen,  on  the  same  28th  day  of  August, 
1790.  The  actual  drawing  of  billd  bv  the  Seo- 
letary  commenced  the  IGth  of  Deoember,  1790. 
The  law  now  pleaded  in  justification  of  the  oan- 
daot  of  the  Ijeoretary,  passed  on  the  M  of 
Uarch,  1791. 

There  are  other  facta  material  to  a  correct 
and  full  view  of  the  sntyect.  The  Speech  of 
the  Preudent  was  deliverad  on  the  8tL  of  De- 
cember, 1790.  It  briefly  informed  the  two 
Houses  that  "a  loan  of  8,000,000  of  florins,  to- 
wards which  some  pruvlslonal  measures  had 
previonsly  taken  place,  had  been  completed  in 
Holland,'*  and  "that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
tiry  had  discretion  to  conununicato  such  farther 
particulars  as  mit^t  be  requisite  for  more  pre- 
cise information.  The  consequent  Kepori  of 
the  Secretary,  recommending  the  jirovision  in 
the  supplementary  act,  was  not  received  till  the 
aSth  ol'  February,  1791 — six  days  only  before 
the  conBtitutional  dissolution  of  tbe  Uoose.  In 
the  interval  between  the  Speech  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  Secretary's  Report,  he  had  pro- 
ceeded to  draw  bUU  to  the  amount  of  793,892 
florins.  Uis  report,  notwithstanding  what  had 
been  said  of  it,  oontwned  not  a  word  from 
which  it  could  be  known  that  a  dngle  florin  bad 
been  actnaliy  drawn  over  to  (he  Cnited  States. 

The  other  attempt  to  elude  the  evidence  be- 
fore tbe  committee,  recoiled  with  equal  force 
on  the  gentlemen  woo  had  hazarded  it.  In  the 
report  lately  made  by  the  trustees  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  is  a  statement  laid  before  them  by 
the  Secretary,  in  which  it  is  noted  "that  the 
acceptance  of  the  loan  of  8,000,000  of  florins, 
and  tbe  application  of  oue-thinl  of  it  to  the  pnr- 
poee  of  that  fund,  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  President."  From  tills  fact,  it  had  been 
inferred,  not  only  that  the  Secretary  had  with- 
held no  proper  information  from  the  Trustees, 
but  that  the  result  of  the  Prewdent'a  deUbera- 
tiona  on  tbe  subject  had  varied  the  purpose  sig- 
nifled  by  his  first  instrooUons  to  the  Secretary. 

It  happened,  however,  most  unfortunately  tor 
the  gentiemen  who  exulted  iu  this  argument, 
that  they  had  entirely  overlooked  the  dates  ol' 
the  two  papers.  Tiie  paper  kid  Iwfore  tbe 
Trustees,  and  alleged  to  have  explained  the  final 
purpose  of  the  President,  was  dated  on  tlie  25th 
of  August,  1790.  The  paper  relied  on  by  tbe 
other  side,  as  the  final,  as  well  as  tlie  most 
formal,  designation  of  tbe  will  of  the  President, 
was  dated  the  SSth  of  Angusl,  1790.    The  gen- 
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tlemen,  therefore,  instead  at  tbe  ii 
liod  made,  should  have  revened  their  p 
and  joined  with  their  c^poneota  in  oondodiig 
that  the  President  was  fed  by  a  oonsdtcmtiaa 
of  the  subject,  not  to  do  what  tbe  BeoreCaiy,  n 
his  note  to  the  Tmatees,  aemied  to  antiapats, 
but  what  had  been  evinced  by  tbe  PreeidiBt'i 
own  oot  of  posterior  date. 

The  second  point,  then,  as  'weU  as  tbe  ficK, 
rests  on  the  most  solid  proo&,  taken  tnm  *  eol- 
lective  view  of  authentio  documents. 

Koch  has  been  e^d  on  tbe  neoesu^  of  anM- 
times  depardug  ttom  the  ttnotnees  of  l^al  ap- 
propriations, as  a  plea  for  any  freedoms  1W 
may  have  bean  taken  with  them  by  tbe  Sea*- 
tary.  He  would  not  deny  that  tber«  nu^ii  be 
emergendes,  in  the  course  of  hnioaa  a&irs,  rf 
so  extraordinary  and  prewuig  a  natures  ■■  ^ 
absolve  tbe  Executive  fraia  an  inflexible  eoe- 
fonnity  to  tbe  iqjanctjona  of  the  law.  It  ma, 
neverlbeleaa,  at  essential  to  remember,  as  it  vh 
obvious  to  remark,  that  in  all  such  cases,  tka 
neoeaaity  should  be  palpable ;  that  tbe  £xecnlh« 
sanction  should  flow  from  the  supreme  Boarei; 
and  that  the  first  opportunity  ehonld  be  otiial 
for  oommnnioatiQg  to  the  Legislatore  the  mce- 
Buree  pursoed,  with  the  reasons  ''•'p**''"'-^  A* 
neoeseity  of  them.  This  early  OMnmaiucnbaa 
was  equally  enforced  by  iaiid«ice  and  1^  Atlg. 
It  was  tlie  best  evidence  of  the  motives  for  as- 
suming the  extraordinary  power ;  it  waa  a  n- 
gpeot  manifestly  due  to  the  L^islatlve  witboritj: 
and  it  was  more  particularly  iiMliH>«ianblB,  ai 
that  alone  would  enable  the  Legialatare,  by  s 
provident  amendment  of  tbe  law,  to  accixQiao- 
date  it  to  like  emei^ntoee  in  future. 

In  the  proceedings  falling  under  tbe  pwset 
inquiry,  no  seoeeaity  ^)pewed  for  the  JibedKB 
which  had  been  taken,  toe  money  ap{Mv>priiied 


Supreme  Executive,  instead  of  warranting  tfaoes 
liberties,  bad  precluded  them;  norhad  tbe  fto- 
per  explanations  been  disclosed  in  doe  time  w 
the  Legislature.  To  place  tbe  snl^ject  in  a  omw* 
distinct  point  of  view,  it  was  proper  to  adv«ft 
to  the  precise  authorities  and  duties  cf  the  Sec- 
retary, OS  his  office  is  defined  by  tbe  act  eatab 
hshing  the  Treasury  DeparUnwt.  For  this  par- 
pose,  Mr.  M.  read  th»  second  section  of  that  m^ 
which  is  in  the  words  following : 

■'ThatitihaUbethedatyofdieSeoretatjgr  tiM 
Tnwraiy  to  digest  and  prepue  pluu  for  tka  ini[ro«s- 
meat  oiid  maiugemsnt  of  the  reveiiiie,  and  tat  tin 
mpport  of  public  credit ;  to  pivpare  aod  report  psd- 
matea  of  tho  pnbHc  rovenue  and  tbe  public  exp«o^- 
tarei ;  to  BUp^Hritead  the  collpcdoa  of  the  nvfaue  ; 
to  decide  on  the  fbrma  of  keeping  and  utating  mwoonti 
■nd  making  ntnniB,  and  to  grsnC,  under  ^r  Gmid- 


■niy,  iu  pnnnaiiM  of  apiHnpiiatioiu  by  Uw  ;  to  aza- 
CQte  Hich  KTvicw  relativs  to  Uia  sale  of  the  Iswb 
belonginff  to  the  Uoilad  States  at  m^^r  be  by  U«  r» 
qnind  of  him ;  to  make  rapott  and  give  inCDmatioa 
to  either  bianoh  of  the  IiegUUtuv,  in  paraon  «  ia 
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writing,  (at  he  may  be  raquind,)  mpMliagail  mat- 
ter* referred  to  hia  b;  the  Senate  or  Houh  (^  Bepre- 
nuMtivee,  or  which  idujl  apperttun  to  hia  office  ;  and 
■eoerally  to  perform  all  such  Hrricea  relatiTe  to  the 
finaocee  aa  he  shall  ba  directed  to  perform." 

This  eBtablishment  of  the  office  eTidentl;^  had 
no  raferenoe  beyond  (he  case  of  evperinteDdlng 
the  regular  and  ordinary  collMtioa  of  the  reve- 
nue, aod  ETButing  warrants  for  moneja  iwaed 
frtHD  the  TreasDrj-,  in  paraaanoe  of  appropria- 
tions b  J  Uw.  The  case  of  loans,  as  an  oocasional 
and  extrftordinary  reaonrce,  vaa  left  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  particular  laws  for  the  pnrpoee. 
Tlie  anthwity,  with  respect  to  theloansiaqaee- 
tion,  waa  aooordingly  committed  to  the  Pbbsi- 
MBT,  in  order  to  aeonre  for  eo  Bpeoial  a  trnst, 
tbe  highest  reapoDBibiJity  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
OtiTemment.  And  when  it  was  oonddered 
tiiat  the  whde  eom  contemplated  was  no  lesa 
than  fonrteen  raiUions  ot'  dollars,  and  when  the 
latitude  as  to  the  terms  and  contracts  was  com- 
bined with  tbe  Tastncss  of  the  sam,  it  might 
veil  be  questioned  whether  so  great  a  power 
woald  have  been  delegated  to  any  man  in  whom 
ttw  Le^atnre  and  the  people  of  America  had 
kai  confidence  than  they  so  Jostlr  reposed  in 
the  editing  Chief  Magistrate,  and  whether  an 
cqnal  power  will  ever  be  committed  to  a  sne- 
ttmor.  This  distinction  between  the  case  of 
ordinary  revenne  and  tliat  of  loans  is  not  only 
consonant  to  tbe  actnal  policy  of  onr  laws,  bnt 
ii  fbnnded  in  obvions  and  solid  considerations. 
In  the  eolleotion  and  disbursement  of  the  ordi- 
nary reTenn«B  arising  from  taxation,  UiebnsineeB 
flows  in  official  channels,  is  subject  in  erery 
■tage  to  offioia]  checks,  and  the  money,  beingin 
nMistant  inflnx  and  efflnx,  nowhere  acetunnl^iM 
b  immoise  sums,  Tbe  case  of  loans  is,  in  all 
these  respects,  different.  In  settling  the  teitns 
and  arranging  the  negotiationa  there  is  alwm 
an  important  discretion  inTolred.  When  tbe 
Imoi  are  fbreign,  as  well  as  great,  regnlations 
eonoeming  the  bills  of  exchange  form  another 
ooCHon  where  great  latitude  is  implied  in  the 
bast ;  whilst  the  magnitnde  of  the  soms,  falling 
vnder  the  same  Erection  at  the  same  moment, 
prasent  a  fbrther  and  material  Tariance  between 
Uietwo  cases.  The  tendency  of  these  observa- 
tinu  is  to  show  that,  as  the  permanent  law  ee- 
laWidiinE  the  Treasury  Department  does  not 
extend  the  anthority  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
cue  of  loans  and  as  tbe  law  anthori&ng  loans 


wetary,  in  eiecnting  the  loans,  and  the  appro- 
priation of  them,  mnst  be  derived  from  the 
rustnurr ;  and,  oonseqnently,  where  that  aa- 
thori^  lails,  there  can  be  no  resort  to  the  law 
MaUishtng  the  department,  much  less  to  any 
E*neral  discretion  inddent  to  hia  official  oharsc- 
t«r.  It  is  evidtnit  that  the  PsxemasT,  althongh 
j^onbt  gnUed  by  the  most  proper  conddera- 
was  b  empjoytng  the  agency  of  fbe  Secretary 
«  the  Trenary  in  the  bnrineas  of  tb«  loans, 
'^t,  if  he  had  Judged  fit,  have  snhetitDted 
ws  agency  of  another;    and  that,  whatever 


agency  he  might  prefer,  his  own  inatractions 
would  always  regulate  the  extent  and  exerdse 
of  the  power  conferred.  The  want  of  any  ap- 
parent anthority  from  the  Fbesident  had  led 
several  gentlemen  ta  insist  onpresnmed  author* 
iUee,  superseding  the  instructiona  Joined  with 
the  eommiarion  to  the  Secretary.  But  here, 
again,  the  fair  inference  was  to  be  reversed.  A 
commnnication  of  the  authorities  given  by  the 
Pbksidekt  to  the  Secretary,  as  to  the  applicatica 
of  the  foreign  loans,  had  been  expressly  request- 
ed by  the  vote  of  the  House.  It  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  Secretary,  if  he  had  received 
further  authorities  or  instructions,  wonld  havo 
i^ed  to  produce  thenii,  or  to  refer  to  them,  in 
thejnstincation  of  his  oondact.  Far  less  oonld 
it  be  presumed  that  the  Pbssidbni,  if  he  bad 
given  any  soperseding  authorities  or  instruction^ 
votdd  not  have  caused  them  to  be  commnnica^ 
ed  to  tbe  House,  or  that  he  would  have  snfFeied  , 
a  partial  communication  to  mislead  the  Eonse 
into  an  error  as  to  so  important  a  foot.  The 
PscBIDBRT  was  the  last  man  in  the  world  to 
whom  any  measure  whatever  of  a  deoepUre 
tendency  conld  be  credibly  attributed. 

Thus  far  (s^d  Mr.  U.)  Ihs  observations  had 
departed  as  little  as  possible  from  the  question 
in  its  strictest  sense.  He  shonld  now  avail  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  terms  of 
the  last  clause,  which  spoke  of  drafts  generally, 
to  take  a  more  partionlar  notice  of  tluMe  recent- 
ly made ;  in  doing  which,  he  considered  himself 

'e  within  the  Rulee  of  the  House,  which  w  era 
rigoronsly  enforced  against  the  affirmative 
«de  of  the  qneetion.  The  whole  amonnt  of  forei^ 
losnstraosferreddireotiyorindirectiy  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  appeared  from  the  several  statements 
to  be  about  $8,000,000.  The  amount  of  the  direct 
drafts  was  ^,804,769  IS.  Of  the  drafts  made 
tho  16th  of  April,  17S2,  and  sold  by  the 
bank,  the  proceeds  now  in  tbe  bank,  or  pay- 
able into  it,  before  the  1st  of  April  uext,  amount 
to  $1,880,47S  01.  Of  this  sum  9C10,000  have 
been  drawn  in  the  ooocee  ol  the  [weeent  seerion 
in  Oongresa.  With  respect  to  the  times  and 
the  amonnt  of  th«Be  drafta,  hitherto  abeolntely 
unknown  to  the  Legislature,  becanee  the  aoeonnt 
of  them  had  remuned  in  the  books  <rf  the  bonk 
withont  ever  appearing  In  the  books  of  the  Troft- 
snrer,  Mr,  H,  confessed  that  he  had  fonnd  no 
-      ■■  -   ■       -    •'-    He 


the 


exphnationi  that  wer«  satiafodocy  to  him. 
hadlocAxdthitinAhsllthe  roportasnd  all 
commonications  before  the  House,  without 
covering  rither  Uiat  they  had  been  made  by  the 
anthority  or  with  the  knowledge  of  tbe  Fran- 
DKHT,  or  had  been  reqnired  for,  or  applied  to 
the  purchase  o(  the  pnblio  debt,  or  had  been 
ever  communicated  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fond,  who  had  the  direction  of  snoh  pur- 
chases, or  that  they  were  the  effect  of  an^ 
necessity  that  conld  JHStJly  them.  And  if 
there  was  no  evident  neoeauty  for  the  proceed- 
ing, it  was  the  more  to  be  lamented  thM,  whilst 
we  were  every  where  sympathizing  with  onr  al- 
lies In  their  udnona  stmg^es  fbr  liberty,  and 
echoing,  fftan  every  part orthe  Unhvi,  onr  too- 
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gratnUtionR  and  good  wiebw,  th«  peetmiu? 
SQCoors  BO  critioall;  neceeurj  to  their  cniue,  and 
the  most  eabatantial  proof  of  the  nnoerit;r  of 
our  profe^ona,  ghonld  be  nlentlj  vritLbdrawo 
(toroBs  the  Atbutic  from  the  object  for  which 
thejr  were  Intended — Bncoora,  too,  which  were 
not  raenly  a  tribnle  of  gratitude,  of  generosity, 
or  of  benevolent  eeal  for  the  biamph  of  liljerty, 
but  a  debt  moreover  of  strict  and  podtlve  of 

ron,  for  value  acknowledged  and  reeoii 
In  contemplating  the  mtiject  In  this  point 
of  view,  helelt  apain  whiahheoould  noteanly 
eipreas,  and  to  which,  he  persuaded  himself,  the 
breast  of  no  other  membcd-  could  be  a  stronger. 
Lajing  aaide,  however,  all  these  no&vorable  oon- 
riderationa,  the  important  aaeetion  still  remun- 
ed,  wh  J  the  Legislatare  had  been  nuinfortned  of 
the  moneys  ao  nnexpeotedlj  drawn  into  the 
bank,  and  to  so  rerj  great  an  amotint  I  If  the 
drafts  had  received  eve^  reqoidte  aanotioii,  if 
they  had  been  prodaoed  by  the  most  Jostifiable 
caoaee,  the  existence  of  (1,890,478,  in  a  idtna- 
tion  so  difl^rent  from  what  had  been  contem- 
plated, was  a  fiut  which  the  Representatlvee  of 
the  people  bad  a  right  to  know,  which  it  was 
itatportant  to  them  and  their  oonstitnents  that 
they  shoold  know,  and  which  it  was  the  Indis- 

Knsahle  dnty  of  the  officer  charged  with  it  to 
TO  made  known.  This  omiBsion  was  the 
more  remarkable  when  conndered  in  relation  to 
the  meaanre  above  mentioned,  of  paying  off  at 
once  the  whole  sum  of  (3,000,000,  payable  to 
the  bank  by  inatalraents  in  fen  years.  A  bill 
for  this  pnrpoee  had  been  introdaced,  and  was 
on  ita  passage ;  the  object  of  it  had  been  patro- 
nized bf  areport  of  tbeBeoretaiynot  longsinee 
made.  In  one  of  his  last  reports  be  expressly 
states,  among  the  Indnoements  to  ancbextenaive 
drafts  of  money  from  Europe,  that  they  were 
made  "  with  an  eye  to  placing  within  the  reach 
of  the  LesidBtnre  the  means  neoeasary  for  this 
object  was  it  not  extraordinary,  was  it  not 
nnaocoantable,  tliat  so  important  a  measore 
should  be  recommended,  ana  be  actually  intro- 
doced,  and  ttiat  money  otherwise  appropriated 
in  Enrope  should  be  transferred  to  this  countrj 
and  deposited  in  the  bank,  in  order  liiat  it 
might  be  within  the  reach  of  bring  ^tplied  by 
the  Legislature  to  that  measnre,  and  yet  Uiat  no 
dJBolosaTe  shonld  be  made  to  the  Legialatnre  of 
that  (ket  that  tiie  money  wm  bo  drawn  and  lay 
at  the  bank,  within  their  reach,  to  be  so  tqtplied  ? 
If  any  thing  oonldheigbtenagtonlahmentonthia 
occasion,  it  must  be  the  reason  assigned  by  the  Sec- 
retary for  aaj  obscurity  that  might  have  hung 
over  our  finances — "  that,  till  the  last  reaolutjons, 
no  call  had  been  made  on  the  department  which 
rendered  it  proper  to  exhibit  a  general  view  of 
the  public  moneys  and  fbnda,  or  to  show  the 
amount  and  ntuation  of  anch  is  were  onap- 
plied."    Mr.  M.  would  not  decide  that  the  Le- 

S'ialatore  was  free  from  blame  in  not  using  more 
nil  and  efBcacious  means  of  obtainiog  such  in- 
formation as  would  have  removed  all  obscurity. 
But,  whatever  dera^o  of  blame  might  fall  on 
them,  it  never  ooiud  be  admitted  that  th«r  calls 


on  the  department  bad  ftiraisfaed  no  proper  oe- 
casioo  for  exhibiting  a  AiH  view  t^  the  pvUie 
flnancee.  He  referred  generally  to  the  v«rio^ 
reaolntions,  which,  without  the  least  fate*  of 
oonstmcti':>n,  wouldhaveextendedtoflvetyptO" 
per  article  of  information.  He  reminded  tba 
committee  of  the  latttoda  of  r^orta  nndcr  Qa<- 
tain  other  orders  of  the  House,  nnd  aAed 
whether  less  freedom  of  eonstnetioo  tna  to  ba 
allowed  when  information  was  tobegivaii,ti 
when  poWar  or  discretion  was  to  be  e 


and  palpable  that  Hh 
very  situation  of  the  money  afforded  an  oecasiaa 
which  rend  ered  it  proper  that  the  Hoose  afaooU 
be  informed  of  it.  If  a  liberty  conld  be  taken 
of  removing  monev  frccn  Europe,  wbore  it  stood 
appropriated  by  law,  to  this  oonotry,  wbm 
taere  was  no  legal  ot^eot  that  reqnired  it,  aaad 
withaneye^  aa  waa stated,  toanotgect  to whkli 
no  mon^  was  qiplicaUe,  witbont  the  antbonty 
of  the  Le^alatore,  how  ecrald  it  poenbly  be 
supposed  improper  to  take  the  ftiruier  libei^ 
of  oommnnicating  what  was  done  to  the  L<^p>- 
lature  t  He  oonduded  with  T«enrring  to  tbi 
partjonlar  form  in  wUoh  the  salject  preaented  i^ 
self  to  the  otMunittee,  and  repeAting  th&t,  what- 
ever quality  might  be  attached  to  the  &eta 
charged,  oi  however  imprtqwr  it  might  be 
thonght  by  some  to  proceed  in  haate  to  anj  af' 
flnnative  decision  on  th«ai:,  it  a^qieared  irreecw- 
cilable  with  the  evidence  which  bad  been  fn- 
dnced,  to  decide,  by  a  negative  vote,  agaiiwt  tbi 
tmth  of  the  facia. 

If  r.  Anxs  preboed  his  remai^  tm  the  enlgeet 
before  the  committee  by  some  obMrvations  oa 
the  nature  of  the  charges  hron^t  fbrwmrd.  Ha 
was  happy  that  they  were  determioste,  aad 
conorived  that  the  defence  could  be  crowded  k 
a  nntehell.  Aa  to  the  first  ohai^  in  the  reso- 
lution immediately  before  the  oommittae,  he 
had  seen  no  proof  in  support  of  it  brought  fiy- 
ward.  It  is  founded  only  on  aBserlioa,  and  he 
conceived  that  oontra-essertion  was  suffici^it  to 
meet  it.  No  authority,  it  was  stud,  was  girta 
to  the  Secretary  to  obtain  the  loan  under  the 
blended  authority  of  both  acta.  This  a  not  oot 
<^  the  charges  incloded  in  the  readntiona  befive 
the  committee,  and  therefore  this  is  tM>t  tiie 
time  to  answer  iL  However,  if  this  w^re  &ct, 
nothing  criminal  conld  in  otmseqnence  be  ioi- 
puted ;  and,  slnee  the  purposes  of  both  laws 
were  carried  into  execution,  tbere  conld  be  ne 
ground  for  saying  that  eith^  was  violated.  He 
said  much  on  the  impraotioability  of  the  line 
of  conduct  which  some  gentlemen  appeared  to 
think  ought  to  have  been  followed  by  tbe  Sec- 
retary. It  was  inipoeable  to  keep  di^ruit 
ftands,  diffbrently  appropriated,  so  inviolably 
separate  as  that  one  might  not  be  used  for  the 
object  of  the  other ;  all  was  rig^t,  he  oonetived, 
provided  what  was  taken  was  to  be  replaced. 
He  was  also  of  opinion  that  the  overfiowinc  cf 
one  taa&  conld  he  apphed  to  make  up  the  dtfr 
clency  of  another ;  and  that  all  that  b  neoesaaiT 
Is  to  pve  priority  to  the  appropriation.    The 
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monej  pud  in  Europe  for  ioterest  on  the  loan 
•WW  mid  to  hare  b««n  improperly  applied,  be- 
c«in  the  find  appropriated  for  the  pnrpose  naa 
here.  He  insisted  tnat  that  monev  waa  abso- 
hitely  repreacDted  bere  by  an  eqnal  sam :  and 
he  oontraided  that,  though  tbe  interest  waa  not 
paid  in  the  identical  coin  appropriated,  yet,  by 
■Sowing  a  very  reasonable  latitude  of  ezpres- 
rion,  it  oonld  be  said  that  the  intereet  was  p^d 
with  tiie  money  ^)propriat«d,  for  the  applioa- 
bOitf  of  tbe  same  there  depended  on  the  exist- 
ence of  the  ftnd  here.  He  next  tamed  to  the 
Rcond  charge  in  the  resotntion;  and,  after 
showing  that  the  natnral  preeumption  wap,  that 
the  bcratary  either  was  iaatracted  or  h^^  ' 
tiseretionary  power,  he  then  vindicAted  his 
duct  in  respect  t«  the  drafts  of  money  to  this 
e«mtry.  He  did  honor  to  the  inotiTeB  of  the 
gentlemen  who  had  instituted  tbe  inqniry,  and 
ecmolDdad  an  elegant  speech,  by  a  contrasted 
pletore  of  oar  former  and  preeent  sitnation  aa  a 
eonntry,  dwelling  npon  the  importanoe  of  pre- 
nrving  harmony,  and  insisting  on  the  danger 
of  giving  rae  to  ao^icions  against  a  highly  re- 
■ponuble  officer,  and  of  bringing  forward  chai)[ea 
not  to  be  anpported  by  proof. 

Mr.  FnTOLAT. — If  my  hopes  respecting  the 
Goremment  have  not  been  eqnally  elevated 
with  those  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Uassachn- 
setts,  (Mr.  Ambs,)  neither  are  my  apprehensions 
10  much  depreaed  with  fears.  But  I  hope  I 
>m  equally  anxious  for  the  stability  and  pros- 
perity at  the  Ooremment ;  and  thongh  we  dif- 
fer in  opinion  on  this  qneetion,  yet  I  am  firmly 
perwaded  t^t  the  part  I  take  is  the  best  oatcn- 
lated  to  promote  the  necessary  confidence  in 
OoTemmeDt,  and  secore  the  virtne  of  its  ad- 
ministration. As  the  gentleman,  in  an  elegant 
diaconrse,  has  entlajned  no  difficolties,  nor  ad- 
dnoed  any  proofs  in  snpport  of  his  opinions,  I 
will  coly  add,  that  I  believe  the  Government  to 
be  ao  well  eeteblished,  and  so  mnch  beloved  by 
Ute  citizen^  as  not  to  be  endangered  by  the 
Hoase  of  Kepreaentatives'  examining  how  the 
lawa  have  been  obeyed  in  the  aj^llcation  of 
poblie  money,  and  giviag  their  opmions  npon 
tbe  i«salt  of  th&t  examination. 

That  the  8e(»«tary  has  not  reported  fWly  to 
this  Honse,  in  dne  time,  b  so  mnch  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  member,  that  it  is  imposri- 
Ue  to  donbt  of  the  troth  of  tbe  fact,  however 
we  may  differ  abont  the  propriety  of  the  co) 
duct  To  go  no  Airther  back  than  last  sesuon- 
beadee  the  referenoes  to  the  Secretary  to  report 
npon  the  Ways  and  Means,  and  inform  the 
House  what  revenues  were  Deceasary,  on  the 
10th  of  Febmary,  ITbl,  a  standing  order  was 
rwolved,  directing  tbot  he  shonld  report  to  the 
House,  within  a  fbw  days  after  the  meeting  of 
tbe  next  senon,  "  an  accnrate  statement  and 
aeoonnt  of  the  receipts  and  eipenditorea  of  all 
tbe  pnblio  moneys,  in  which  shall  be  distin- 
KOiahed  the  expenditnres  which  fall  nnder  each 
head  of  appropriation,  and  that  it  shall  be 
rikown  the  soms,  if  any,  which  rem^n  nnez- 
pended,"  Aa     Were  not  the  moneys  drawa 


upon  loan,  puiUe  numevi,  and  were  not  those 
loans  appropriated?  TJndonbtedly,  they  were 
strictly  so.  It  is  a  strange  evason  to  say,  that 
by  these  expresajons  only  the  cnrrent  revenne 
is  intended.  Arguments  mnst  be  scarce  when 
this  becomes  necessary.  It  requires  no  refutation. 

On  the  ISth  of  Jannaiy  last,  he  was  oalied 
upon  to  "lay  before  theEoosesnoh  infbrma- 
tion  with  respect  to  the  flnanoes  of  the  United 
States,  aa  will  enable  tbe  Legislature  to  Jndge 
whether  any  or  what  additional  revenues  will 
be  neceseary."  In  consequence  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  PKssmBHT,  and  the  wtdkea 
of  this  Honse,  to  commence  the  discharge  of 
the  redeemable  part  of  the  Fnnded  Debt,  a  re- 
ferenoe  was  made  to  the  Secretary,  regniring 
hltn  to  report  a  mode  for  the  application  of  the 
pnblio  money  for  that  pnrpoee;  the  Honse  be- 
ing assured,  by  the  gentleman  who  moved  the 
resolntioD,  that  no  new  tax  was  intended  or  ne- 
cessary. Bnt  the  Secretary,  so  fkr  from  inform- 
ing the  House  how  ranch  money  be  bad  sutject 
to  his  discretion,  in  the  bank,  in  notes,  Ac, 
proposed  a  new  and  partial  tax,  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  new  system  of  loans.  When  the 
memorable  bill  to  authorize  another  loan  of 
12,000,000,  was  before  the  Honse,  a  few  we«hs 
ago,  we  were  told  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor, 
that  there  was  not  time  for  argument :  that  th« 
bill  must  be  passed  in  three  or  four  days,  Ac ; 
and  when  we  wanted  information,  we  were  told 
by  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  that  it  was 
not  convenient  to  give  information  there — that 
we  might  procure  information  elsewhere,  as 
they  had  done.  I  cont^  I  did  not  oomprehend 
this  method  of  legislating;  but  the  Secretary 
has  since  explained  it,  in  one  of  liis  reports, 
by  complaining  of  the  House,  because  the  mem- 
bers did  not  go  to  bis  office  and  ask  information, 
instead  of  requiring  it  to  be  publicly  reported. 

Even  when  this  favorito  bkll  for  a  new  loon 
re  the  House,  the  Beoretary  did  not 
condescend  to  inform  us  that  he  had,  with- 
out authority,  provided  near  a  million  and  ft 
half  of  dollars  for  that  purpose;  he  did  not 
inform  us  bow  oblinngly  he  had  drawn  billa 
upon  our  bankers  in  BdJ^d,  to  have  the  money 
put  in  our  way.  Thus,  in  order  to  ontidpate 
the  payments  due  to  the  bank,  be  did  what  h« 
could  to  induce  Gongreas  to  break  the  pnblio 
filith,  by  repealing  the  existing  qipropnalioil 
made  for  seeming  the  discharge  or  a  debt  of 
Justice  and  gratitude  to  the  fVendi  natioiw 
From  this  and  other  instanoea,  it  appean,  that 
however  high  the  Beoretary's  regara  for  pnblio 
credit  may  be,  there  are  other  oonsiderationa 
which  have  obtained  a  higher  degree  of  his  «U 
tention  than  obedience  to  tbe  laws.  The  gen- 
tieman  flrom  Virginia  (Mr.  Haoibon)  has  ao 
dearly  explained  the  nature  of  that  discretion 
with  which  the  Secretory  is  rested,  tmd  so  fully 
proved  that  there  was  no  necesmty  to  justify  ■ 
departure  from  the  appropriations  made  by  law, 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  explain  flnther 
on  this  head.  However,  I  cannot  help  remarkinai 
that  the  disoretionaiy  powers  were  pretty  ftedf 
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exercised.  Tbe  drawing  of  bills  began  early 
indeed,  Mid  was  continued  to  a  recent  period. 
The  times  of  drawing  fortnnately  corresponded 
with  the  neceiddee  S(  the  bank,  and  the  power 
of  emplojiog  agents  was  prettj  freely  used. 
The  same  agents  were  freqncntlj  both  the  cetlers 
And  the  purchasers  of  the  bills.  Perhaps  this 
was  necessary;  no  donbt  it  was  convenient. 
Probably  it  was  safe;  bat  who  can  aa;  it  will 
b«  always  so. 

I  have  not  aud  ao  mnoh  to  proYO  the  truth  of 
the  facts  expressed  in  tbe  resolution,  for  of  this 
there  can  be  no  doubt — it  is  as  clear  as  tbe  snn, 
ehining  in  daylight, — hot,  in  order  to  prove  the 
pmprietj  of  this  committee  exprexeing  its  dis- 
•{iprobation  of  a  conduct  so  nDJastiflable.  That 
infonnation  was  withheld  nndnly,  is  evident, 
from  tbe  lateness  of  this  discussion ;  that  it  was 
obtained  with  difficulty,  is  evident,  from  the 
numerous  applications  we  were  obliged  to  malce 
in  order  to  obtain  it. 

Tbe  Honso  then  a^onmed  until  seven  o'clock 
postmeridian. 

SviKiNa  Skuoh— 7  P.  M. 

An  engroeaed  bill  making  certain  appropria- 
tioDs  therein  mentioned  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  tbe  6«nate  entitled  "  An 
act  providing  for  the  compensation  of  Ebene- 
eer  Btorer,"  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Qffhial  Cmidvet  nf  the  Sterttary  iff  th*  TVso- 
wury. 

The  House  again  resolved  Itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  tbe  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  resolutions  con- 
tained in  the  motion  of  Thursday  last,  respect- 
ing the  offlcinl  condnet  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury.  The  third  resolution  being  still  un- 
der consideration,  in  the  words  following,  vii : 

"  Sttolctd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuiy  bu 
vloUled  the  law  jiuaed  the  4th  of  Aogiut,  IT90, 
making  approprimtioDi  c^  certaizi  mODejg  aDthorLzed 
to  be  borrowed  by  the  aaid  law,  in  the  following  p»r- 
tianlan,  vli ;  Firat,  by  applying  «  certain  portion 
ofthe  principal  barrowed  to  the  payment  ot  interest 
filling  dueriipcD  lliat  principal,  which  was  not  antbor- 
bed  oj  tint  ta  iny  other  law.  Secondly,  b;  dnw- 
fa^  apart  ofthe  laid  moneyi  into  the  UnltedSutea, 
witboDt  lbs  inatmolioiu  of  die  Pieudeut  of  the  Unit- 
ed StMtea. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  qaestion  being 
put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  tiie  whole  Honse  in  their  ^sagreement 
to  the  reaolntioD,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afflrm- 
Ktive— yeas  40,  nays  12,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Fldier  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benaon,  Elias  Boodlnot,  Sheaijashnb  Boome,  Beqja- 
min  Boume,  Jmalhui  Dayton,  Tlwimas  FItiaimona, 
Elbridge  a«rry.  Nioholai  Qilmaii,  Ba^junin  GooS' 
hue,  Jamei  Gordon,  ChiiatdpheT  Gnenop,  Sanmel 
Griffin,  William  Bariy  Giovc,  TbaDUU  Hartley, 
JaiDO*  HillhooM,  WiUiom  Hiudman,  Philip  Key, 
Aaron  Kjlchell,  John  Laurauoe,  Amaaa  Learned, 
Bichard  Bland  Lee,  Georgs  Leonard,  Samnel  Liver- 
more,  Frederick  Augiuhu  Muhlenberg,  William  Vtuui 
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Murray,  Nathaniel  N'iles,  Thsodon  Sedfwick,  Ja«- 
miob  Smith,  larael  Smilh,  William  Smitii,  Joka 
Steele,  Samuel  Slerrett,  Jonathan  Stni^es,  G»oif-t 
Thotchn',  Thomas  Tndcr  Tucker,  Attsnura  Ward, 
Hngb  WiUiamm,  and  Ftai>cti  VOSa. 

NAva-^ofan  Baptist  AdM,  Abraham  BoUwiil 
William  FmdUy,  William  B.  Gaes,  Ai>di«v  Ons^ 
Xatbaniel  Macon,  James  Uaditoo,  John  FimadB 
Mercer,  Andrew  Moora,  AleiaikdeT  D.  Oir,  Jobi 
Pa«cs  and  Joiiab  Parker. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  the  onestinn 
put,  that  the  House  do  agree  with  the  C 
tee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  diasgi 
to  the  fourth  resolution,  in  tbe  words  following: 

"Saelrrd,  That  tbe  Swretoij  of  Om  TTMUDiy  hu 
deviatedfhim  Che  inslnietl(mj  givan  him  by  the  Pa^ 
iDSST  OP  TBS  UNrrsD  SiAna,  in  ezeoDtiiig  tbe  as- 
tboritiei  for  making  loani,  nnder  tbe  acta  tt  the 
fourth  and  twellth  of  Angustj  on*  l'"i— tH  lann 
huodrad  and  ninety. " 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — jeaa  S9, 
nays  12,  as  follows : 

[The  same  as  above.] 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  nod  die 
qaestion  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole  House  in 
their  disagreement  to  the  fifth  resolution,  in 
the  words  following : 

"AvoJsed,  That  the  Secretary  oT  tbe  TVessiu^haa 
omitted  to  diachaige  on  eueDtuI  da^  of  bis  office, 
in  failing  to  give  Congress  official  inft^matioci,  in  dm 
time,  of  the  moneji  drawn  by  him  &om  Emttpa  iato 
the  United  Slatea ;  iriiioh  drvwing  camoMDOsd  Dt- 
cember,  one  thonsond  Mven  hundred  and  ninety  aol 
oontiaDed  until  Jannorj,  one  tbotuood  Kven  Iub- 
dnd  and  nine^-tbree ;  and  01  llie  canae  t£  »— n-j 
■Dch  drafts: 

It  was  renolved  in  the  affirmative — jress  SS, 
nays  16,  as  follows: 

YKAS.~ruJier  Ames,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Bennn,  Eliai  Bondlnot,  Sheo^adbnb  Bourne,  Beqja- 
min  Bourns,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Tbomoi  Fitaumot^ 
Elbridgo  Gerry,  Ntcbolaa  Gilman,  Bet^jamin  Good- 
hue, James  Goidoa,  Tbomu  Hartley,  Jam«s  HiD- 
koiHB,  William  Hindmon,  Philip  Key,  Aaron  Kitd>^ 
John  Lamance,  Amaw  learned,  George  Leonard, 


Samnel  Livermore,  Frederick  Aug 
William  Vani  Unnay,  Tlieodoce  3 
Smith,  William  SmiUi,  John  Steele,  Siunnd  SterrM^ 


.Dgiulna  J 
9Sed|prie 


Jonathan  Sturgei,  Geo^e  Thatcher,  Thiomm  Tudor 
Tuclcer,  Artemai  Waid,  and  Hngh  WilliamsDm. 

Kats. — John  Baptiat  Adie,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
William  Fmdlay,  William  B.  Gile^  Samnet  Griflbi, 
William  Ban?  Grove,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Nathanid 
Macon,  James  Madison,  John  Fianeii  Hener,  An- 
drew Moore,  Nathaniel  inies,  Jotm  Page,  jooafa 
Porker,  and  Israel  Smilli. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  tLe 
question  being  put,  that  the  House  do  agrve 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in 
their  disagreement  to  the  sixth  resolution,  in 
the  words  following: 

"Baolvei,  ThattbeSecretat7oftheTnaiaTyhM 
without  tbe  imtmction  of  tbe  PaBSUuKT  of  tbe  IJkit. 
BD  SrlTfa,  diawn  more  moneji,  borrowed  in  HoU 
land,  into  the  United  States,  than  tbe  Prbsipbst  or 
TUX  U:iiTu>  SuTEs  was  authorized  to  draw,  nndcr 
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of  tha  pnbltc  debt ;  and  thit  he  hai  omitted  to  du- 
chmi^  an  euential  dntjKif  hii  office,  in  fatling  to  gire 
offidml  infomiation  to  die  commiiBonBn  for  porcitts- 
ing  the  pablio  debt,  of  the  vuioiu  nuns  drawn  from 
time  to  tune,  Baggeated  b;  him  to  have  been  intend- 
ed for  the  pnrcbaiie  of  the  pablic  debt :  " 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — jeas  8S, 
Dajs  8,  aa  follows : 

[Yeaa  u  abore.] 

Natb. — John  Baptiit  Aihe,  Abraham  Baldwin, 
WHUam  Fiodlaj,  Wiliiam  B.  Giles,  NftChaniel  Macon, 
Jamea  MadiaoD,  John  Francis  Meicer,  and  Jo^ah 
Paiker. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  and  the 
qneetion  being  pnt,  tliat  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  vhole  Hoose  in 
their  ^iaagreement  to  the  eeventb  resolution,  in 
the  words  following : 

"SaOleed,  That  the  Secratary  of  the  Tieamtj  did 
not  cODsalt  the  pnblio  interest,  in  negotiating  a  loan 
with  the  Bank  of  the  Unit^  States,  and  drawing 
thereAom  four  hnndied  thousand  dollars,  at  five  per 
eeDtom  per  annum,  when  a  gnat«r  aom  of  pablio 
laoaej  was  deposited  in  Torions  banks,  at  the  re- 
ipNtiTa  periods  of  making  the  lespective  drafts  i " 

It  vi-BS  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  83, 
naja  6,  as  follows : 

[Some  as  aboTe.] 

Another  motioD  was  then  made,  and  the 
qneedoQ  being  put,  that  the  Honse  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Home  in 
tteir  di«agr«ement  to  the  ei^th  resolation,  in 
the  mtia  following: 

"lUtolwed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tt«aant7  has 
beea  gnUty  of  an  icdeconmi  to  this  Hooh,  in  nnder- 
bking  to  judge  of  its  motives  in  calling  for  informal 
lian,  vhicLwasdeniBiidableof  him,fromtbeoo■utita- 
liIaa^his  office,  and  iu  railiog  togiio  all  the  Decessary 
UbraiBtioi)  within  his  knowledge  relatiwlj  to  tl^ 
nlijects  of  refereooe  made  to  him  of  the  nineteenth  of 
Juiaiy,  oDe  thonaand  seven  himdied  and  ninety-two, 
and  of  the  twentjr-aecand  of  Nonmber,  one  thoniand 
wnn  hnndred  And  nine^-two^  during  the  pivsaut 

Hr.  WiLiiAH  Shtth  said,  that,  after  the  vote 
which  bad  Jnst  prevailed  bf  eo  oonnderable  a 
nu^mity  on  Ibe  preceding  resolntions,  tba  com- 
aiciee  could  not,  with  any  proprietjj  oriminate 
tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  for  foiling  to  give 
tlie  information  alladed  to,  Ijocause  by  that  vote 
it  bad  been  established  that  the  Secretary  had 
<'ol?  acted  under  the  anthority  of  the  Pubi- 
DctT,  and  conformably  to  bis  iostractions.  If 
tbwe  had  been  any  omissinn  to  oommunicate 
ialbrmation  tfl  Congress,  that   omiseion 


Hiy  inlbrmation  had  been — 

ircasnier's  aceonnts,  which  bad  been  fWim  time 
to  time  ttud  before  the  House,  exhibited  the 
Jfflonnt  of  moneys  proceeding  from  tbo  sale  of' 
MUs)  and  the  Secretary's  report  of  rebrnarj-, 


1791,  conveyed  fnU  information  of  the  draw- 
ing. It  was  true,  there  was  a  sum  of  abont 
1600,000,  the  proceeds  of  billa  which,  as  had 


owing  to  the  aalea  of  the  bills  by  the 
bank  not  having  been  dosed  at  the  time  the 
last  qnarterly  acconnt  was  rendered,  and  con- 
seqnently  that  anm  conid  not  appear  in  the 


[Mr.  Hadisou  aaid,  he  bad  not  meant  to 
blame  the  Treasnrer,] 

Hr.  Smith  proceeded.  The  gentleman,  how- 
ever, bad  attributed  miscondoct  to  the  Secre- 
tary, for  withholding  information  of  tlie  amount 
of  moneys  in  thelVeosoryaccming  flrom  foreign 
loans,  when  directed  by  the  Honse.  Jannarj 
IQtb,  1792,  to  report  whether  the  existing  rev- 
enues were  adeqoate  to  f^ce  the  additional  ex- 
pense  of  the  Inman  war.  Ur.  S.  conld  not  for- 
bear expressing  gre>t  snrprise  at  this  remark  of 
the  gentleman  nvim  Virginia,  (Mr,  MisieoM,) 
when  be  recollected  what  bad  been  jnst  befbrs 
said  by  the  same  gentleman  in  support  of  the 
former  reeolntion.  The  gentleman,  on  that  00- 
cadon,  in  his  attempt  to  disprove  the  right  of 
the  Secretary,  ex  officio,  to  snperint«nd  the  mo- 
neys derived  from  the  foreign  loans,  had  en- 
deavored to  establish  a  nice  distinction  between 
the  ordinary  internal  revenn«a  of  the  country, 
and  the  resources  resulting  from  foreign  loans. 
The  law  constitnting  the  Treasary  Department, 
he  had  eaid,  gave  the  Secretaiy  power  only 
over  the  revennea,  which  embraced  only  the 
ordinary  resonrcas,  whereas  loans  were  disdnot 
things,  the  management  of  which  wsa  specially 
intrmrted  by  law  to  the  Supreme  Magistrate 
and  in  relation  to  which  the  Secretory  oooJa 
exercise  no  authority  whatever  that  was  not 
derived  from  the  Presjdbst.  The  gentleman 
now  argoed  that  the  Secretary  was  blomeable  in 
not  giving  information  of  the  state  of  these  ex- 
traordinary resources,  which  were  not  within 
his  department,  when  only  called  upon  to  stat« 
the  amount  of  the  ordinary  revenues,  which 
were  within  his  department  Be  left  it  to  th« 
gentleman  to  reconcile  this  eontradiotion,  for 
certainly  bis  doctrine  was  erroneons  on  the  foT^ 
mer  occasion,  or  It  mnst  be  so  now.  If  Qm 
moneys  obtained  from  fiireign  loans  were  to  be 
deemed  the  revennea  of  the  oonntry,  then  tb^ 
fell  of  course  under  the  management  of  tM 
Head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  it  was 
wrong  in  the  gentleman  to  impute  misoondnot 
to  the  Secretary  for  exercising  a  legal  anthor- 
ity ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  those  moneys  wer« 
viewed  as  an  extra  resonrce,  and  not  within  the 
purview  of  the  Secretary's  funelions,  then  it 
was  wrong  to  censure  him  for  not  commanio»> 
ting  the  BtAte  of  those  moneys,  when  reqnired 
only  to  report  the  ordinary  revuiaee. 

But  ihongh  the  Beoretarr  would  not  have 
been  censurable  for  omitting  to  ^ve  the  infor- 
mation, the  truth  was,  that  the  Pbesidbht^ 
Speech  of  8th  December,  1700,  the  Secretary's 
Report  of  2Sth  Fehmary,  and  the  act  of  the  8d 
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of  Uarch,  17S1,  vera  coaoliuive  proofelhat  the 
Legislature  knew  that  the  proceeds  of  the  loam 
were  ia  a  train  of  being  brought  to  the  United 
StatM  and  the  aocoonts  of  receipts  and  ez[>en- 
ditnree  presented  in  the  first  week  of  the  eesnon, 
infonnea  the  House  that  a  large  sam  had  been 
drftwn  for,  and  the  Treasurer's  quarterly  aoooont 
cwntaioed  further  infbrmatton  on  the  sabject, 
all  which  was  prior  t«  an  j  call  of  the  House  for 
BQoh  iofbrmation.  Hence,  Jfr.  S.  deduced,  that 
it  was  not  a  f»ot  that  the  Secretary  had  &iled 
to  pre  the  infonnatjon,  aa  stated  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  that  had  he  even  so  failed,  be  would 
notoave  been  censorable  for  a  breach  of  an 
essential  duty  of  his  office.  It  had  been  said, 
by  a  member  from  Pennsjlvania,  (Mr,  Fdtola^,) 
that  the  latenesB  of  the  ioformatioii  from  the 
Beoretarj  made  it  inconvenient  to  go  into  an 
inqoiry  of  his  official  coadnct  so  near  the  cloae 
of  the  season.  To  this,  Mr.  8.  replied,  tbat  he 
did  not  expeot  such  a  remark  from  that  qaorter 
of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  bad  not  been 
l^epared  for  the  inquiry,  or  thought  it  an  im- 
proper aeaaoD  to  enter  upon  it,  why  did  he 
aeoood  the  motion  for  bringing  forward  the 
charges  t  If  Buspioion  had  so  long  existed  against 
ihe  integrity  of  the  Secretary,  why  was  not  in- 
formation called  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
rion  t  Why  was  tlie  call  delayed  till  the  session 
was  within  a  few  weeks  of  its  termination?  It 
was  admitted  that  the  Secretary  had  obeyed 
the  order  of  the  Hoose  with  wonderful  alacrity 
and  promptitnde.  It  was  indeed  strange  th^ 
the  gentleman  who  bronght  forward  the  charges, 
ahowd  be  the  first  to  oomplaia  that  there  was 
not  time  for  their  oonsideration. 

Ur.  S.  oonolnded  by  noticing  the  obeerration 
of  Ur.  Mebc^  and  llr.  Uasison,  tbat  the 
opinion  of  the  Boose  on  the  preceding  reaoln- 
tions  wonld  not  change  the  truth  of  &cts,  and 
tbat  the  public  would  nltimately  decide  whether 
the  Secretary's  condact  was  criminal  or  not. 
TUs,  said  Mr,  8.,  was  like  the  conduct  of  a 
prosecutor,  who,  having  chosen  bis  Jurisdiction, 
and  being  nonsuited,  wished  to  appeal  to 
another  tribunal.  Why  were  the  rcsolntions 
brought  before  the  House  I  Was  it  not  to  sub- 
stantiate the  truth  of  them  by  a  vote  I  And 
had  the  prosecution  aacceeded,  would  the  Secre- 
tary have  had  an  appeal  to  the  public  ?  No,  tlie 
resolutions  would  have  been  sent  to  the  Pbbbi~ 
imrr,  and  the  Secretary  wonld  have  been  re- 
moved, disgraced,  and  rained  for  ever,  witbont 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative— yeas  34,  nays  1,  as 
follows: 

Teas, — Fisher  Jbnes,  Robert  Barnwell,  Egbert 
Benson,  EliM  Boodinot,  Sbeujuhoh  Bonn»,  Bwgs- 
min  Baama,  Jooatban  DaTton,  WiUikm  Findlaj, 
Thomu  FiCxumoiu,  Elbridgs  Geny,  Nicholai  Gil- 
man,  Benjamin  Qoodhoe,  Juuei   Gordon,  Thomu 


Hifttey,  JarnM  Kllhoiue,  Vllliaiii  HSudnum,  Asa 
Ctohell,  John  Lanranoe,  Ama**  LeMned,  G«^ 
Leonud,  Samuel  Liraiman,  Frederick  AnpiOB 
MoUenberg,  HathanU  Niln,  Jcriah  Fifar,  Tb» 

dorg  Sedgwick,  jBremiili  Smith,  WiDiani  Sautt, 
John  Steal*,  Samuel  Stenett,  JonatlMa  Stum 
Goom  Thalcber,  Thomas  Tndt^  Tm^ei;  Aitaam 
WaiS,  ud  Hngh  WilliBinscn. 

(JAia.— John  Baptitl  Adia,  Abraham  BaUvk, 
TilliMn  B.  Giles,  Williun  Barry  Grow,  V' 
Blaad  Lea,  Nathaniel  Haoon,  and  Jam       '*'   ' 


B^ti;bdi.t  ETXsnie,  Ifardt  S. 

A  mMsage  from  the  Senate  Infbnned  Aa 
Honse  that  the  Senate  having  completed  tte 
Legislative  bosinees  before  them,  ore  oow  ab« 
toa^oom. 

Saoletd.  Thatlfr.BocDiKoT,  Hr.  Smewioc, 
and  Mr.  Hindiun,  be  appconted  ft  committee 
jointly,  with  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  to waltontbePsBsiDEHTorTHKUsntB 
Btatss,  and  inform  him  that  Coi^res  ia  irtAj 
to  acMonm  without  day,  unless  he  may  ban 
any  farther  commuoications  to  make  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  rtso- 
lutioo  of  tbis  House  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Joint  committee,  to  wait  on  tiie  FsEsntESTai 
TBI  UNrrKD  Stxtss,  and  inform  him  of  the  ia- 
tended  reoen  of  O^ngresa,  and  have  appointed 
a  oommittee  for  tbat  piupoee,  on  their  part 

On  a  motion  made  aud  seconded, 

"That  the  thanks  of  the  Honse  of  Bepmata- 
tativea  be  presented  to  JomratsTKincBcu,  ia 
testimony  of  their  approbation  of  his  oondiKt 
in  the  chair,  and  in  the  execution  ot  the  diffi- 
cnlt  and  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  ■ 
gpKAxas  of  Uie  said  House," 

It  was  resolved  auanimonsly :  'Wberenpoo, 

Mr.  Sfxakbb  made  his  acknowledgm^its  t> 
the  House,  in  manner  following ; 

"  &KFnxitKii :  Tan  have  made  me  rsiy  hq^ty 
&ii  teMimoin'  of  jonr  ^qirabadoa  of  mj  cODdnet  ii 
thechatr.  I  fsel,  mt  the  same  time,  ui  ad^ticma]  ple»- 
nire  ia  tiie  opportunity  of  reudenng  to  yon  my  ■■- 
cei«  ackuowledgmanta  for  tha  kind  candor  aod  ia- 
dnlgeoce,  M  wdil  M  the  oDostant  aid  and  mpport, 
wMck  I  bavfl  experienced  in  die  peifonnuiee  rf 
the  da^  which  yoa  ware  pleand  te  aesgo  me.  Ba 
BMued,  gentlemen,  I  ahall  ever  letain  a  gratiAl 
MDae  of  your  goodaea ;  aud  yoti  vUI  woBa  roe  u 
add,  that  my  ^at  wldwi  for  yovi  welfan  and  hi^- 
nees^  in  pnbUe  andcrivata  liie,  will  attend  eachmam- 
ber  cf  tins  honoratue  body.* 

Ur.  BouDiHOT,  from  the  JMot  committee  tif- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Pbbsidcht  ov  TRX  TI.MTCD 
Statks,  and  inform  him  of  the  intended  rCMSs 
of  Congress,  repotted  that  the  committee  had 
performed  tiuit  duty,  and  that  the  PBaamcrr 
was  pleased  to  say  he  had  no  farther  oomranni- 
calion  to  make  during  the  present  seesion: 
Whereupon, 

Mr.  Ssuuns  a^otimed  the  Hoose  wine  die. 


oyGoot^lc 


DBBATSe  OF  CONGRESS. 


THIRD  CONGRESS.-FIRST  SESSM. 


BEOTIN  AT  THE  CITT  0^  PHILADELPHIA,  DECEUBEB  a,  1T&8. 


LIST  OF  MEUBEKS. 


SKSKTOSB. 


F*mn<L— 8.  B.  Bndla^,  Ucata  EoblBMB. 

Jfowamintft.    Owim  Calvt,  CUeb  Bmig. 

Sloda  /ilaivl.— WUllun  BndAin],  Tli»aor»  Foftai. 

CbiNMCMcirf.— Ollni  Ennrorth,  B.  If.  lUtslMll. 

Jftv  Tort. — ^antn  BurTp  John  B.  Hobiit. 

Sib  Jtner.—'miemtHi  DtnkliuDit,  7.  TnUn^iiTnm. 

i>«uu|4<><»i<a.— Albirt  OillUln,  Kobert  Uorria,  JantM 

jjalotran.— John  Vlnliig,  KraMf  Johni, 
jriv«f«KL~jDhH  HcsTj,  Klfjurd  Potti. 
Vii1ittiia.—JiBti    lloiuiM,  John   Tirlar,  Btorrai   T. 


forA  CfamUna.— Beo]*mIn  Hawklna, 
Ana  CtatvUna.— Plena  Bntkr,  Bitlpti  Iwd. 
etorgta—VaUMin  Fav,  Juui  JufewL 
Xflimly.— John  Bmna,  Jolm  Bdnrdi. 

XKPRESZNTATITXa. 

Av  AiHiMMr*.— Slohnka  OUmui,  J.  &  Bhnbnn^ 
JtKtnlab  Siollh,  Pain*  WlngiM. 

r«n>Km<^SithuileI  NllMi,  Iirul  Bmlth. 

JKimoiIUhMl— PIdiu  AmM,  B.  Bourne  DitIiI  Oobb, 
Ftlet  OoOlii,  Stazj  Darbora,  Bamad  Dutsr,  Qwl^t  Fo- 
t«r,  Bujanila  QoodhDa,  Samnal  Ridlaa.  71111110  IjiBtu, 
T  Badc*1d^  Gnoita  ThtUhar,  P.  Vadimnth,  Artamu 
Want 

JHeda  Atnud.— Baqjunli  Banna,  Fiudi  UalboML 


Ltanwd,  Zephulih  Swtft,  Urtih  Tntc]',  J.  TnunlHiII,  Ja» 
mlih  WulairMtb. 

JTiH  rori.~ThBDdoTiu  Billtr,  SiaUol  OObOTt,  Hamj 
eiaon,  JatDM  flordon,  BUia  TilboC,  T.  Tiedwall,  JcAb  K 
Tu  AUsb,  PtaUlp  Vas  Cartlamlt,  Pater  Tu  QiHbe^  JiAa 


JThb  Araay.— John  B«alt;r,  EUu  Bonding 
wilidor,  Jouthu  Dajidn,  Aaron  SIMbell. 

AMUfftoiUa.— Jamaa  Amutronc  WUllun  Flndlay,  Tb» 
mu  FltnlinDU,  Andnir  Oiegg,  Thomai  Hittla;,  Danlal 
Btlatar,  WlUlim  ItTlM,  WlUlam  Uontgomai?,  Vndarlgk 
A  HnUanbarg,  Fatal  UnU«nbai(,  Tbomaa  Soot^  John 
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jriNyl«it-4M>iM  OuMUk  Ownm  Dant,  Uriah  FooMt, 
TIlUNn  Hlndjmui,  John  J.  Hanac,  Samuel  Bmllh,  Tbomu 
BpilfSi  WllUam  Tana  tLtmj. 

ViralMa.-t^aait  Clalbonu,  laiaa  Colei,  irmiui  B. 
QUm,  BtBUtal  QriOn,  Qvagt  Hinoooh,  Cartar  B.  Huriun, 
John  Htttb,  Blahtrd  Blud  Laa,  Andiav  Uoon,  Joicph 
NarUtat  Anthony  Nav,  John  KLcbOlu,  John  Page,  Fruda 
Fiaatw,  Bobart  Batkaritoid,  A.  B.  Tanabla,  Fnnda  Wilkar. 

JTerU  CbroUiu.— Thomaa  BlonnL  Wimim  J.  Diwwn, 
Jnoet  aiUeaiilB,  WlUlum  B.  Oiore,  Matthew  Locke,  Ha- 
thinlal  UaooD,  Joaeph  IfcDowell,  Alexander  Uebant^  Ben- 
jamin irUUama,  Joaaph  'Wlsaton. 

Saulk  OaraHita— J^moel  Benton,  Alexuder  OlUon,  J<ta 
Hnntar,  Andmr  Piekani,  WllUam  Bmlth,  Slehaid  Wins. 

atBeg*a.—A.  Baldwin,  Thomu  P.  Caniea. 

JTaHteety.— Chriftophar  Qieannp^  Alajaatdw  D.  On. 


PROCEEDINGS   IN   THE   SENATE. 


Mtan>AX,  December  S,  17SS. 

This  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  ooDBdtntioD 
for  the  annoal  meeting  of  Congreee,  tlie  follow- 
ing memben  of  tbe  Senate  appeared,  produced 
dieir  credentials,  and  took  their  seats. 

JoHX  Adihs,  Tioe  Prceideac  of  the  United 
Btates  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

JoHs  LAsoDoy  and  Sakubl  Iitbbkobx,  fhnn 
Hew  Hampshire, 

GaoBOE  Cabot,  from  Uassachnsetta. 

Olivzb  Zluwobth,  from  Connectiont. 

l{oBs  BoBiHMir,  fivtn  Yennonu 


Aakon'  Bttbb,  from  Kew  York. 

John  Rvthehvord,  from  New  Jersey. 

RoBEBT  HoBBts  and  Albzbt  Gauativ,  frnn 
PennHflvania, 

James  Udnbob,  from  Yii^tBia. 

JoHB  Edwabdb,  from  Eentncby. 

Bbnjanik  HAwEiifB,  from  North  OaroUna. 

Ralph  Izabd,  fWim  Sonth  Carolina. 

Ur.  Lanodox,  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate 
pro  tenvptrrt^  adminigtered  the  oath  required 
by  law  to  the  Vidb  pBEBistiFr  o>  xhb  Dbttbd 
States, 
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The  SMretary  read  the  credentiab  of  the 
fbllowing  Benattirs  appoiated  for  the  terms  re- 
spectivelf  meationed  therein. 

PiEBCE  BrTLBB,  frow  SoQth  CarolioA. 

Alsxiixdeb  Maktin,  from  North  Carolina. 

Jobs  Yisiso,  from  Delftware. 

The  Ticz  Pbbsidbnt  admiuiBtered  the  oath 

Snired  hv  law  to  Mr,  Bctu:b,  Mr.  OAi.i.iTra, 
[  ]£r.  ilixns,  reepectivol;,  and  thej  took 
their  seats. 

Brutiur  Mix  UncHnx,  appointed  hj  the 
State  of  Coimocticnt  a  Senator  for  two  years, 
in  the  place  of  Rooeb  Shebhjih,  deceased, 
Enxiduced  his  credentjola,  which  being  read,  the 
Vio>  Pbbshwkt  admiiiiEiered  to  bim  the  ottth 
eqaired  by  law,  and  he  took  his  seat. 

The  Yici  FfiWDENT  hud  before  the  Senate 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Lanh  and  others,  rela- 
tive to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gallatix,  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States;  wtdch  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VicB  Peesidebt  also  commnnicated  a 
letier  from  QsoKOi  Buji,  of  Delaware,  resign- 
iog  his  seat  in  the  Senate;  wliich  was  read, 
and  prdered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Orderei,  That  the  Seoretar7  acqnaint  the 
HoDse  of  RepresentatiTeg  that  s  qiionim  of  the 
Senate  is  aasemhled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to 
hnnnees. 

Ord^ed^  that  Messn.  Izabd  and  Luigdoh 
be  a  Joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
togieuer  with  snch  committee  as  tbe  Iloase  of 
Bepre«entativee  may  appoint,  on  their  part,  to 
w»t  on  the  Pbesidk^  oy  tbx  Ukiteii  States, 
and  notify  him  tliat  a  qnorum  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  receive  any 
commanications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to 
moke  to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Uoose  had  elected 
Fbbdksiok  a.  HunLENBZBa  their  Speaker,  and 
that  they  have  concnrred  with  the  Senate  in 
appointing  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the 
Fbebedekt  of  the  Umtkd  Statea. 

Ur  IsAED,  &om  the  joint  committee  who  had 
w^t«d  on  the  President,  reported  that  the 
pKUmBm  wonld  meet  the  two  Hooses  to-mor- 
row, at  12  o'clock,  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

TimsDAT,  December  8. 

The  two   Honsea   being  assembled  in  the 

8enM«  Chamber,  the  Pkebidest  at  the  Uniteb 

Btateb  entered,  and  addressed  the  two  Houses 

of  Congress  as  loUows : 

itf  at  Bmat  0/ Ji^inteUttitu  : 
Sinoe  tha  commencement  of  the  lerm  for  which  I 
have  been  agun  called  into  office,  no  fit  occaiiou  hu 
arifen  for  eipiesnng  to  mj  feUow-dtimu  at  large 
the  deep  and  reapectAil  Mine  vhtcb  I  feel  of  the  re- 
IMW*d  tsitimonr  of  publio  approbation.  WhOe,  on 
the  ooe  lund,  it  awakened  nij  gratitude  for  all  those 
hutancei  of  oSectionate  partiality  with  wbicli  I  have 
boea  boomed  by  mj  coontry,  on  tbe  other,  it  conld 
not  prevent  an  eameet  iriib  for  that  retiiemeiit  from 


vbidi  no  private  cocuideiation  ibDald  ever  ban  mi 
ma.  But,  inflaenoed  by  the  belief  that  mj  aaAa 
would  be  aitimaled  uovditig  to  ita  r«al  motins,  ud 
thai  the  pn^le,  and  tbe  anthorilisg  derived  &0Bitbia, 
wonld  nppoTt  exertiODi  baTing  notbing  pereaoal  (v 
tbeir  objee^  I  have  obeyed  the  •oSrage  which  «d- 
mindad  me  to  nrame  tba  Eiecatire  power,  ui  I 
hombl;  implore  that  Being  on  whoi«  wiD  tbe  hit  d 

endeavon  for  tbe  general  fa^ipineai. 

At  KHW  u  the  war  in  Eanpe  bad  embraced  Ana 
PowBTi  with  whom  the  Uniiad  Statea  hara  the  nM 
eitenijve  relatione,  (here  waa  reaaoa  to 
that  oar  intenvone  with  them  mi^t  be  ii 
■nd  oni  diapoaition  for  peace  drawn  into  qimtioti  Bj 
the  mnictani  toe  often  entertained  by  belligrreDt  na- 
Ikwa.  It  wemed,  thcrafiire,  tobemydaty  to  adDA^ 
iah  our  dtiieiM  of  the  oonrnjaeneea  of  s  contn^ari 
trade,  and  of  hoitile  acta  to  any  of  die  paitie^  and  la 
obtain,  by  a  declaration  of  tbe  eiiating  legal  atale  rf 
thing!,  an  eader  admlwiou  of  our  ri^  to  Ibe  imaa- 
nitiea  bebnginv  to  our  eitoatko.  Under  tbeee  ba- 
preaiiona  the  ^wrlamatlDn  which  win  be  l&id  bdvt 
yon  waa  ianed. 

In  this  poalDie  of  aSUn,  both  new  and  deGcate,  I 
reaolved  to  adopt  eenentl  rules,  which  ahonld  caafln 
to  the  traatiea  and  asert  tbe  privil^ea  of  the  Unitad 
States,  Theae  were  reduced  into  a  aystEm,  wtoek 
wQl  ba  commnnicated  to  yon.  .Altbongfa  I  I^re  bi< 
tbon^t  myaelf  at  Uberty  to  [brbid  tbe  tale  <£  dw 
priies  permitted  by  onr  treaty  of  commerce  niA 
FMoee  to  be  brongbt  into  our  ports,  I  hare  oat  n- 
fnaed  to  oanae  tbrai  to  be  mtored  when  (hey  win 
taken  within  the  protection  of  onr  tertitny,  or  by 
Teaaela  oomniissioTied  or  equipped  in  a  warl^e  Urm 
within  the  limita  of  tfae  United  Statea 

It  reata  with  tbe  wiadom  of  CtMigieaa  to  oenec^ 
improve,  or  eafbrce  thia  plan  of  procednre ;  and  it 
will  probably  be  fonnd  Kqiedient  to  cztcod  (be  legal 
code  and  tbe  jnrisdic^a  of  tbe  Conrta  of  tbe  I'ruttd 
Statee  to  many  cues  which,  thongh  dependetil  in 
piineiplei  alisady  lecogniied,  demand  some  faiths 

'Where  indrvidnala  ahaH,  within  the  United  State^ 
array  tbemtelvei  in  boMOity  ngunit  any  of  the  Pow- 
ers at  war,  ot  enter  irpon  militaiy  eipcditians  or  eo- 
terprieea  within  tbe  jiuisdictiim  of  tbe  United  Statu  ; 
or  nauip  and  exercise  judicial  authority  within  tbe 
United  StatBB ;  or  where  the  peaaltieB  on  TioIatioDi 
of  At  law  of  natioiij  may  have  been  indistinctly 
mariied,  or  are  inadeonate — these  tdfeoces  cannot  re- 
ceive too  eariy  and  ctoea  an  attention,  and  leqnire 
prompt  and  decisive  remediea. 

Wbataoever  thoae  lemedie*  may  be,  tbey  win  be 
wen  admlniaterad  1^  the  Jndlciaiy,  who  poaseaa  a 
loDg-establiibed  conive  of  inTsstigatioa,  effectnal  pro- 
cess, and  aSicen  in  the  habit  of  eiecntiiu  it. 

In  like  manner,  as  several  of  tbe  courts  have  danU- 
ed,  imder  particnlar  circmnstanoes,  Acir  pown  to 
UtHrate  the  Teasel*  of  a  nation  at  peace,  and  ev*o  li 
a  eitliaa  of  tba  United  Stately  althoo^  icaied  nndtt 
a  false  color  of  being  hostile  pnper^,  and  have  de- 
nied their  power  to  Ebeiale  certain  captoiea  within 
tha  protection  of  onr  territory,  it  would  seem  wtfa 
to  regnlate  tbeir  jniisdidiou  In  these  points ;  ba^  U 
the  EiecutirB  ii  to  be  the  mart  in  either  of  Ae  Unt 
Denttoned  oases,  !t  is  hoped  that  he  wQl  be  ■>• 
tborind  by  law  to  have  facts  asMrtained  by  ^ 
courts,  when,  for  bis  own  information,  he  diall  la- 
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has  become  extmaelf  intvresting.    The 
trfikh  nlate  to  it  and  have  paned  under  \m  Knun- 
ledgv  of  the  Executive,  will  be  eiliibited  to  CoagTcsa 
in  a  mbaeqneat  camiQuaication. 

Wben  wB  contemplate  the  war  on  onr  frontiers,  it 
tDSf  be  trolj  affirmed  that  ever;  reasonable  effort 
haa  been  made  to  »^aA  the  cBoeeB  of  diuen^ion  with 
the  [Ddiani  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  inatmctiong 
glT«ii  to  the  Commissioners  evince  a  moderBtiDQ  and 
(nnitj  proceeding  from  a  Kneere  lovo  of  peace  and  a 
liberalit]'  baring  no  restriction  bnt  the  essential  in- 
tertate  and  ^gni^  of  thi  United  States.  The  at- 
tempt, boirever,  of  an  amicable  negotiation  having 
b«eu  finMrated,  the  troops  hare  marched  to  act  oB^n- 
rivelf.  Althoii^  the  proposed  treaty  did  not  arrest 
tha, progress  of  militarj  preparation,  it  is  doabtfnl 
how  far  the  advance  of  the  seamn,  before  good  fnith 
jiutified  active  movements,  may  retard  them,  daring 
tlie  remainder  of  the  year.  From  the  papers  and  in- 
telligence which  relate  to  this  important  tnbject,  yon 
will  determine  whether  the  deficieitcy  in  the  number 
of  Iraopa  granted  by  law  shall  be  compensated  by 
■oocors  of  militia,  or  additional  enoouragemente  sludl 
be  proposed  to  recruits. 

An  anxiety  has  been  also  demonstrated  by  the  Ex- 
aeative  for  peace  with  the  Creeks  end  the  Cherokses. 
The  former  have  been  relieved  with  com  and  irith 
clothing,  and  offensive  measores  against  them  pro- 
hibited dnring  the  reccas  of  Congress.  To  satisfy  the 
oonaploints  of  the  latter,  proeecatioos  have  been  inati- 
tntod  for  the  violence  committed  upon  them.  Bnt 
the  papers  which  will  be  delivered  to  you,  disclose 
Aa  critical  footing  on  which  we  stand  in  regard  to 
both  thoia  tribes,  and  it  Is  with  Congress  to  pro- 
Qounce  what  shall  be  done. 

GaUiaKii  of  At  Boat  of  Repraaitatira : 

Tlie  pTodnctiveaeEB  of  the  pnhlic  revenues  hitherto 
baa  continued  to  equal  the  anticipallouB  which  were 
formed  of  it,  Imt  it  is  not  eniected  to  prove  comman- 
•Dlste  with  all  the  objects  which  have  been  suggest- 
ed. Some  anxiliarf  provisions  will,  therefore,  it  is 
piaaiuned,  be  reqnisite ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  these 
may  be  made  consiBteutly  with  a  dne  regard  to  the 
oonveniencB  of  our  citiioa^  who  cannot  bat  be  sensi- 
ble at  the  true  wisdom  of  encoimteting  a  small  pres- 
ent BdditioQ  to  tlieic  contributions,  to  obviate  a  future 
aectunulstiDn  of  bnrdena. 

But  beiv  I  cannot  forbear  to  reoommend  a  repeal 
of  the  tax  oa  the  tnnqiortation  of  pnbUo  prmts. 
There  Is  no  resouroe  so  Snn  for  the  Government  of 
tlw  United  Slates  as  the  aiteetions  of  the  people, 
goided  by  an  enlightened  policy  ;  and  to  this  primary 
good  nothing  can  conduce  more  than  a  feithliil  rep- 
resentation m  public  proceedings,  diffused  without  re- 
(tntnt,  thronghonl  the  United  States. 

An  estimnte  of  the  appropriation*  necessary  ibr  &e 
enrent  service  of  the  euming  year,  and  ■  statem 
of  a  pnrohase  irf  arms  and  military  stores,  made 
dng  the  recess,  will  be  presented  to  Congress. 


moflktSti 

The  several  subjects  to  which  I  have  now  relent 
open  a  wide  range  lo  your  deliberations,  and  involve 
•ome  of  the  choicest  interests  Of  otir  common  oountry. 
Ponnit  me  to  bring  to  your  remembrance  the  magni- 
tude of  yonr  task.  WiUiout  an  onprejudiced  coolness, 
die  welGire  of  the  Government  may  bo  hazarded ; 
wttboat  harmony,  as  ^  as  consists  with  freedom  of 
MDttment,  itsdigni^maybeloat.    Bat,astheX.e{^s- 


iative  proceedings  of  the  United  States  will  never,  I 
trust,  be  reproached  for  tlie  want  of  temper  or  at  can- 
dor, so  sliall  not  the  publio  happiness  languish  from 
the  want  of  my  strenuoos  aitd  wanneet  oo-operation. 
G.  WASHINGTON. 
Pira.AT>EU-aM,  Deetmier  8,  1793. 

The  FnBaiDENT  ImTiog  retired,  the  two 
Houses  separated. 

On  motion,  a  committae  of  five  waa  Appoint- 
ed to  report  the  draft  of  an  Address  to  the 
Pbebidckt,  in  answer  to  hia  Speech  to  botit 
Houses. 

Messrs.  Ellswobth,  Butlbb,  Iz^bd,  huso- 
Doy,  and  Rdthebfobd,  were  oamed. 

THtJBSDAY,  December  S. 
The  following  Menage  was  receWed  from  tlie 
pBBeiDK^rt  OP  TOE  XTbubd  Btatbs  : 

Gtntltmat  of  Iha  Bnate,  and 

o/au  Bmm  ofRtpmaOaiati: 

As  the  present  situatioii  of  the  Hveral  nations  of 
Europe,  and  especially  of  those  with  which  the  United 
States  have  important  relations,  cannot  but  render 
the  state  of  thin;:^  between  them  and  us  matter  of 
interesting  inquiry  to  the  Legislature,  and  may  in- 
deed give  rise  to  daliberatiDus  to  which  thej  alone 
are  competent,  I  have  thought  it  my  dni^  to  oommo- 
nicote  to  them  oertun  correspondences  which  have 
taken  phice. 

The  Representative  and  Executive  bodies  of  FranoB 
have  maidftsted  genarallj  a  friendly  attachment  to 
this  oonntiy,  have  given  advantagas  to  our  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  have  made  overtures  far  placung 
these  advantages  on  permanent  ground.  A  decree, 
however,  of  the  If  atiimal  Assembly,  sulyecting  vessels 
laden  with  provisions  to  be  carried  into  their  ports, 
and  making  enemy  goods  lawful  prize  iu  the  vessel  of 
a  friend,  contrary  to  oor  Treaty,  though  revoked  at 
one  tioM  01  lo  the  United  Statw,  has  been  since  ex- 
tended b)  their  vessels  also,  as  has  been  reoentlj  slated 
to  OS.  Representations  on  this  sabjoct  will  be  imme- 
dlatoly  given  in  charge  to  car  Minister  there,  nnd 
the  resmt  shall  be  commnoicatod  to  the  Legislature. 

It  is  witii  extreme  concern  I  have  to  inform  yon 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  peraon  whom  they  bisve 


nnfbrtmi^aly  appomted  their  Mini 
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hers  have  tn^athed  nothing  of  the  friendly  spirit  of 
the  nntion  which  lent  him;  their  tendeacj,  on  the 
oontroiy,  has  been  to  involve  us  in  war  abroad  and 
discord  and  anarchy  at  home.  So  for  as  liis  acts,  tti 
those  of  his  agents,  have  threatened  oor  immediate 
comimtment  in  die  war,  or  flagrant  insult  to  the 
anthori^  of  tiie  laws,  their  eSeCt  luia  been  counter- 
acled  by  the  radinary  cognisance  of  the  laws,  and  by 
an  exertion  of  the  powers  confided  to  me.  Where 
their  danger  was  not  imminent,  tbev  have  been  bome 
with,  from  sentiments  of  regard  to  his  naticn,  fVom  a 
sense  of  their  friendship  towards  ns,  from  a  conviction 
that  they  would  not  snfli»r  us  to  remain  long  exposed 
to  the  action  of  a  person  who  has  so  littie  reqxKted 
onr  mutuai  dispositions,  and,  I  will  add,  from  a  reU- 
■noe  on  llie  firmness  of  my  fellow.<ntizans  in  their 

frintdples  of  peace  and  order.  In  the  mesa  time,  I 
ave  respected  and  pursued  the  stipnlatioas  of  oni 
treaties,  according  to  what  I  judged  their  trae  sense, 
and  have  withheld  no  act  of  friendship  which  their 
affairs  have  called  for  iVom  as,  and  wiuch  jnstioe  to 
oAeia  left  ns  free  to  perfhrm.    I  hare  gone  fortllM  i 


bcfflnnotP 
Its  prod 
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nthtr  than  employ  bras  &r  the  nitltidiDa  of  ootuId 
WMli  whioh  I  aMDwd  ths  United  Sutai  boond  to 
mton,  I  tboosfat  it  moi«  advinbla  to  ntiify  Ifae 
putiM  bj  *Tawii^  it  to  ba  mj  opinloa  tlut,  if  mti- 
tntkui  mn  not  nuda,  it  would  b«  innunlMiit  on  die 
United  Statee  to  make  eompaoMtian.  llw  p«pan 
now  CMnmanlcated  will  more  puticnlu]j  affnue  jon 
«f  dieae  innuotiauL 

The  matioo*  uid  q)oliatiaa  nndentood  to  Iian 
baon  committed  on  am  tmwI*  and  oommen*  l>7  tlie 
dainn  end  offloen  of  aane  <^  the  bcfflg«teot  Pow- 


dMcnptiooi  of  oltJnn*  (^poead  to  bsve  Mffiemd  weM 
Doti£isd  that,  on  fiinuetdng  them  to  ths  Eiecutivg, 
due  meeiurei  iroald  be  teketi  to  obtain  rednia  of  the 
pajt,  and  mare  effectual  prorimon*  agaiuit  the  Aitora. 
Shonld  nich  docomenti  be  fuRiiihed,  proper  lepmen- 
tationi  will  be  made  thereon,  with  a  put  relianoe  on 
■  redresa  proportioDed  to  the  azigencj  <^  the  cats. 

The  Brititb  Qoremment  luviug  undertaken,  bj 
ovden  ts  the  commanden  of  thur  armed  Teueli,  to 
twtrain  geneiallf  our  oommenie  In  oom  and  oOnr 
pnniiinn*  to  their  own  porta,  and  thoaa  of  tbair 
maodi^  the  inatradjona  now  oommiuiioated  were  im- 
mediately forwarded  to  our  HioiitBr  at  that  Coort. 
In  the  mean  tima,  soma  dlKnaiioii*  tm  the  aalgect 
took  place  between  him  and  them,  Tfaaae  are  al» 
lajd  before  joa,  and  I  may  aipect  to  leani  the  reanlt 
of  hia  apeciu  iiulractiOD*  in  tima  to  make  It  known 
to  the  Lefpilature  dniiog  their  pieeant  aeaalon. 

VB17  early  af^  the  itRTal  of  a  fiiidJi  Hisiatar 
hen  mntnal  eiplanalioni  cm  the  ineieontJoo  of  the 
TtMtj  of  Peace  were  entered  into  with  that  kTudatar. 
Tltaae  an  no*  laid  beftoe  yva  G>r  yotur  inftomatioo. 

Od  the  iabjecta  of  aittoal  interett  between  thia 
ooimtij  and  Spain,  negodationa  and  otmftieneea  are 
mw  depending.  The  public  good  leqalring  that  tba 
prewnt  atate  of  these  Aonld  be  made  known  to  tlie 
Lagialatore  n  tan/iib»e»  oalji,  they  abaD  Im  tbe  mb- 
ject  of  a  Hparate  and  labaaqaent 
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Umird  Sta™,  ilaoaaitar  6,  IT&S. 

Fbidat,  December  6. 
JCr.  Eluwobth^  from  the  ootnmittee  ajp- 
pointed  to  report  tne  draft  of  an  Addreas  to  the 
PxKiDBNT  or  TH«  Uhitbd  STiT«i  made  a  re- 
port; whioh  was  read,  and  ordered  for  oonMd- 
eration  on  Monday  next, 

UoMSAT,  Beoember  S. 

Messrs.  Stbfhkn  E.  Bbadlit,  from  Vermont, 
^KODORi  Foster,  fWtm  Rhode  Isl&nd,  and  Rn- 
nrs  Kino,  from  New  York,  speared  and  took 
th^seatA. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  tbe  Senate 
took  into  oonsideration  the  draft  ctf  an  Address 
reported  by  the  oommitWe  in  answer  to  the 
Bpeech  of  the  Pbesidknt  of  tke  Unitkd  Statss 
to  Oongress  at  the  opening  of  the  session ; 
which,  being  amended^  Bod  the  Beveral  para- 
giwhs  of  the  report  agreed  to,  it  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

"  JTotht  Prtadml  of  ike  TJniUi  Stata  : 
"  Accqtt,  air,  the  thanka  of  tba  Senate  fbr  yonr 
Speech  deliTered  to  both  Honiea  of  Cougraat  at  the 


[^Dbceiibmm,  inL 

opening  of  the  aeanon.    Y9QI  te-eleotion  to  the  CUrf 
Magialracy  of  the  United  Statea  givea  na  ^ncerc  jilina 

to  tha  hamdneaa  of  our  oonntrr  ;  ud  your  oompE- 
ance  with  the  call,  aa  a  &eeh  indaiKn  of  die  patriae 
iam  wbioh  baa  ao  repeatedly  led  yoa  to  sacrifice  in- 
vate  Inclinatioa  to  tbe  pubuc  good.  In  the  dj 
whicli  a  aeooDd  time  maika  this  important  n 
act,  we  tiace,  with  particnlir  aatiifactiDn,  beiiilca  tba 
diatinguiahed  tribute  paid  to  the  Tirtaei  and  kbili&i 
which  it  reoogniaei^  another  proof  c/  that  just  dia- 
oemment  and  ooaataiK^  ofaentiments  and  views  wUek 
ha*e  hitherto  chataeteriied  the  citiiona  ef  the  Uuiled 


"  Aa  the  Emtfiean  Powera  with  whom  Om  Umted 
State!  hare  the  moat  exteoaiTa  relatioci  were  b- 
TolTed  in  war,  in  which  we  had  taken  m  pait,*h 
aeemed  neoeaaaiy  tiiat  the  dlqntition  of  the  a>tiaa 
for  peooe  ahoold  be  [comnlgated  to  the  world,  mm  well 
for  tha  pnrpoae  of  admoDlaliiag  our  dtiieni  of  tka 
oonaequenoea  of  a  contraband  trade  and  of  acts  boa- 
tile  to  any  of  the  belligennt  paities,  ai  to  obtain,  by 
a  declaration  of  the  exiating  legaj  state  of  Hilngs,  an 
earier  admiiaioa  of  oar  right  to  the  immunities  of  our 
ntnaticoi ;  we,  therefore,  contemplate  with  pitiaaaa 
the  Proclamation,  by  yon  iaioed,  and  give  it  out 
hearty  approbadon.  We  deem  it  a  measure  wvD- 
timed  and  wise,  maniieating  a  watoliful  aolioitade  l!> 
tiw  weUare  of  Uie  nation,  and  oalcnlatad  to  promota 

it. 

"  The  aevenJ  important  matten  preaented  to  oar 
cooiidention  will,  in  the  oourae  of  the  eeiaon,  engage 
all  the  attention  to  which  thn  are  reqiediTely  en- 
titled ;  and,  aa  the  public  haptdneia  will  be  die  aale 
goide  of  oDi  delibentiona,  we  are  peiftotly  aaanred 
cf  reoainng  yonr  lOemioaa  and  moat  laalooa  oo-op- 

"JOHN  ADAMS, 
"  Viba  Pmidtnl  of  Ike  United  StiUa, 

mid  PrttidtM  of  On  SataU." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Ellswobtr  and  Bnr- 
txa  wsJt  on  the  Psksidkst  or  toe  UnnBi 

Statu,  and  desire  him  to  aoqnalnt  the  Senate 
at  what  time  and  place  it  will  be  most  oonve- 
nient  for  him  that  the  foregoing  Address  shoold 
bepiesented. 

TuasDAT,  December  10. 

John  Bbowk,  from  the  State  of  Seatwij, 
attended  to-day. 

Mr.  Gluwobtr  reported,  ftvm  the  cotnn^ttae 
appointed  yesterday  to  wait  on  the  Fxibimht 
or  IHB  Uhitbd  SiAraa,  that  the  FnssnisBT  pro- 
posed to  receive  the  Address  of  the  Senate  tlus 
day,  at  IS  o'clook,  at  his  own  hooae.  Whece- 
npon,  the  Senate  waited  on  the  PunDnrT  a» 
THB  iJniTKD  Statks,  snd  the  Vicb  Pbksidciit,  in 
their  name,  presented  the  Address  agreed  to  on 
the  ninth  instant.     To  this  Address  the  Pam- 

SENT    or    THS    VSTTSO    STATES    WBS    pleSSed   lO 

make  the  following  Reply ; 

"  Gestlxmxr  :  The  pleasure  eiprecaed  by  be 
Senate  on  my  te-election  to  Iht  station  which  I BH, 
command!  my  rinoeie  and  warmest  ackDOwMB~ 
menta.  If  tbi*  be  an  event  which  promiaea  ua 
smallest  ad^tion  to  the  happnen  of  onr  coontiy,  as 
it  is  my  duty,  so  shall  it  be  my  atn^,  to  realin  the 


.  Gooi^lc 
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joai  HooM,  hj  completiiu; 


"ITm  decided  uprobailcHi  wtueli  tlie  Pn>clHm>' 

n  DOW  nouvM  a 
tbtytoott  thkt  tUt 
'— •— »  a  rigiUat  I 

1  Staten,  briogl  with  it  a  pAcuUar  gimtifioiticm 

"Tlia  other  importuit  inlgeati  vhiah  bavs  been 
oommuiiioted  to  yon  will,  I  am  oonfident,  iMaira  a 
due  diMnuiioa ;  aod  tha  molt  will,  I  tniit,  prore  foc- 
tonate  to  tba  United  SUtM. 

"Q.  ■ffASHINQTON." 

The  Senate  then  returned  to  their  Chamber, 
and  resamed  the  reading  of  the  papers  oommn- 
Dicatted  in  the  meamge  of  the  Pshoont  or  thx 
Ubitkd  St^tu  of  the  5th  instant,  bat  a^onmed 
befor«  thej  were  got  through. 

Wbdihsdat,  December  11. 
Oaxib  Btboso,  from  Maaeaohnsetti,  attended 

tO-dftf. 

The  credentials  of  lb.  Bbowx  and  Mr.  Stbonq 
wore  read,  the  nsoal  oath  admtnistAied  to  them, 
«nd  they  took  their  aeala. 

FsniAT,  December  18. 
Tuiuv  BsunoBo,  fttnn  Rhode  leUnd,  and 
Jomi  T>Ti.ofi,  from  Virginia,  attended,  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  and  took  the  usual  oath 
and  their  seats. 

MoRDAT,  December  16. 
J!uRs  Jaokboh,  fr^tm  Oeo^a,  attended,  pro- 
dnoed  bis  oredeotials,  aai,  the  oath  reqnirod  by 
law  being  Bdministered  to  him,  he  took  his  seat 
in  the  fwute. 

TmsDAT,  December  17. 

JoBH  Visiso,  from  Delaware,  appeared,  and, 

the  oath  required  by  law  being,  by  the  Vio» 

Fsmn>EHT,  administered  to  him,  he  took  his 

tut  ia  the  Senate. 

TinsnAT,  December  34. 

Eulwion  of  Bank  Offleon  and  Sloelholdert 

fnm  (hnffreti. 

The  following  motion  was  made  and  seoonded, 
to  wit :  That  uie  constitution  be  amended  by 
adding,  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
Snt  article,  the  following  clause : 

■■  Kar  dull  ai7  penen  boUingai  _ 
in  1^  InMitDlion  in  the  DStors  of  a  bank  fbt  tnoiiig 
or  diaeoandng  bill*  or  notes  payaUe  to  beiier  ca-  oi 
dtf,  under  6m  sntbarity  of  the  Unitad  States  be 
member  of  either  Hooie  whilst  he  holds  niah  offioe  < 
Mock,  bat  DO  power  to  KT^nt  ai^  oharter  of  inoarpo- 
ntion,  or  any  commercial  or  other  monopoly,  shall 
k  hsniii  tmpUsd." 

And  it  was  agreed  that  this  motion  shonld  lie 
for  conrnderation. 

TnvBDAT,  December  SI. 
Ur,  BuTHKRTOBD  reported,  from  the  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Oon- 


'ud  Laob  and  others,  stating  that  the  Hon, 
Albbbt  Gallatin,  at  the  time  he  was  elected  a 
Senator  of  tJie  United  Stat^  bad  not  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  sud  United  States  as  ia 
required  by  the  eonstitotion ;  which  report  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  oonsideration. 

Wbdrbdat,  Janoary  1, 1794. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ot 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Oonrad  Laab  and  others. 

On  motion  to  postpone  the  oon«deration  of 
the  report  nntil  to-mnrrow,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  this  motion,  by  striking  oat  the  words 
"to-morrow,"  and  to  insert,  in  lien  thereof^ 
"  Thursday,  the  0th  instant." 

TmjKBDAT,  Jannaiy  3. 

A  motion  was  made  that  it  be — 

"  Xttahtd,  iy  rfc  Smala  md  Btmt  ef  BgiretaUa- 
tiMtofOu  Unitti  aiatm  itfAmrita  m  OmgreMt  amam- 
Ud,  bco-thirdt  rf  UA  Bima  cowwrw?.  That  the 
fdlowii^  article  be  propoaad  to  the  Lwilatnies  of 
the  sevraal  States  as  an  amaDdment  to  ^  Conslita* 
tioD  d"  the  United  Staiaa;  whieh,  when  ratified  by 
[hRe-fonrtli*  rf  the  aaid  L^idatures,  shall  be  valid 
■«  part  of  the  wid  conatitntian,  to  wit : 

"  The  Jaadal  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
be  oonstmed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  eqnl^, 
oommenoed  or  proseonted  sgalntt  ona  of  the  United 
Statai  h;  citiieiii  of  snother  State,  or  by  dtiiens  or 
■ntyects  of  any  foreign  Stale.' 

UoKDAT,  January  IS, 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Conrad  Laub  and  others,  req)ecting 
the  appointment  of  Ur.  Gallaiik  to  be  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States. 

On  motion. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Elections,  to 
oonsiat  of  seven,  be  appointed,  and  tliat  the  pe- 
tition of  Oonrad  Lanb  and  others  be  referred, 
without  pre^adioe  as  to  any  questions  which 
may,  npon  tne  hearing,  he  r^sed  by  the  sittinK 
member,  as  to  the  suffldency  of  the  paitiee  ana 
the  matter  charged  in  the  petition,  to  the  same 
oomm!tl«e,  to  state  the  facts,  and  that  they  be 
aathorised  to  send  for  persons,  and  pspers ;  also, 
that  Messrs,  Bradut,  Ellswokih,  MmmELL, 
BuTHSBroBD,  BsowK,  LtrBuioEK,  and  Tatlo^ 
be  tbifl  oommittee, 

TmsDAT,  January  \i. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
took  into  consideratton  the  motion  made  yeeter- 
day  for  an  amendment  to  the  Oonstitntion  of 
the  United  States,  respecting  the  Jndimal  power 
thereof. 

And,  on  the  qnestton  to  agree  to  the  reaohi- 
tion  asfbUows: 

"BtKilvtd  by  the  Benata  md  Haue  of  Stpraatta- 
tmet  of  the  Untied  Slata  of  America  ni  Catgrea  oMtem- 
bled,lao-airdt  ofboA  Houiet  wnwrTua,  That  the  fol- 
lowing article  be  propoaed  to  the  I«gUlstnrsa  of  the 
L  anandment  to  the  ConidtntiaR 


lowinear 
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oT  the  United  Statu ;  vhich,  irben  ntified  by  thne- 
fourthi  of  the  uid  LeguUtures,  thaU  tw  Tilid  M  pMt 
of  llie  aud  conitiliilJon,  to  wit ; 

"Th»  JndieUl  power  of  the  United  StatwAJI  not 
le  emutnied  to  extend  to  uj  nut  in  l*v  M  •qni^, 
oommenoed  or  pRMecnCed  againit  one  of  the  United 
St&tes,  b7  rifjaena  it  asotiici'  State,  or  by  eitixeni  m 
tabjaett  of  uij  foreign  State :  " 

It  passed  in  the  sfflnnative — yeas  88,  n&js  2, 
m  follows: 

Tkis. — Hesars.  Bndford.  Bradlef,  Brawit,  Boir, 
Butler,  Cabot,  Edvardi,  Ellnrorth,  Foiter,  Freling- 
hnfieD,  Hawkina,  Jacksoo,  laatd,  ffing,  Langdoo, 
Uvennore,  Hardn,  Mitchell,  Honnie,  BoImhioii, 
Stmng,  Tavlor,  and  Vioing. 

Nat*.— UeHia.  Gallatiu  and  Rntberibrd. 

OrAertA,  Tbat  the  Secretarj  denre  the  eon- 
cnrTenoe  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea  in  this 
reeolution. 

"Wedsisdat,  Jauaary  16. 

SttlvMm  of  BmiJe  Offieert  fi-om   a  leat   in 

Congrem. 

The  Senate  reaomed  the  con^deration  of  the 
motioa  made  yesterday  for  an  amendment  to 
the  ConstitDtioit  of  the  United  States,  inliibiting 
Uie  holders  of  soy  office  or  stock  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  from  a  seat  in  either  Hoose 
of  Congress. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  motion,  to  be  read 
as  follows : 

"Norihall  aojperaon  bolding  an j ofSoe  In  any 
Iniititatacsi  in  the  nature  of  a  bank,  under  the  antlioi- 
Itr  of  tlie  United  States  Iw  a  memlwr  oT  either  Home 
Miiirt  be  holdi  mch  office  ;  bnt  no  power  to  grant 


Tedhsdat,  January  16. 

Tb»  Senate  reenmed  tlie  oonuderation  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  to  amend  the  motion 
tmder  connderatioo  the  14th  instant,  for  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  inhibiting  the  holders  of  any  office  or 
■took  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee  from  a 
■eat  in  either  House  of  Congress. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  amendment,  so  that 
it  be  read  as  follows : 

"  Nor  ihall  any  person  holding  any  oSIce  in  Hia 
Bank  of  the  United  States  be  a  member  of  rather 
Honse  whilst  he  holds  inch  office ;  bnt  no  power  to 
gnnt  any  charter  at  incorporation,  or  any  oanuner- 
oial  or  ouer  monopoly  shall  be  hereby  implied :  * 

It  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  12, 
as  follows  - 

Yeas. — Meura.  Bradley,  Bromi,  Biut,  Bntler,  Ed- 
wards, Gatlaiin,  Hawkins,  Jodaon,  Itaid,  Martin, 
Monroe,  Robinaon,  aud  Tajtor. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Elkwoith,  Foa- 
ter,  Fretioghuysen,  King,  lAngdon,  lirennore, 
Mitchell,  Monis,  Strong,  uid  Vining. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  to  eipnnga  the  fol- 
lowing olanae  of  the  motion  last  adopted : 


"  Bat  DO  power  to  giant  any  charts  at  iuuB]iu- 
tioa,  or  any  commeicial  or  other  momcpcJy,  lUl  k 
hereby  implied : "  and. 

On  the  qnestawi,  to  agree  k>  tb«  mcon, 
amended  as  follows: 

"  Hot  shall  any  penan  holding  any  ofice  b  As 
Bank  of  the  United  States  be  a  m«nba  of  ads 
HoQse,  whilst  he  hold*  aoch  cSoe :  * 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  nays  11 
as  follows: 

YEas— MeiBra  Bradley,  Brown,  Bmr,  Butler,  El- 
wards,  Gallatin,  Hawkina,  Jackaoo,  MatIu,  Mmi^ 
Bobioson,  and  Taylor. 

Nats. — Menrs.  Bradford,  Cabot,  EOnnHtli,  Fa^ 
tValin^nysen,  Ixard,  King,  Langdoo,  T  liiiiiili. 
Hitdidl,  Morris,  Strong  and  Vining. 

Agreeably  to  notice  gi»en,  Mr.  Brrun  eb- 
tuned  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  inoorporate  the  anfaaoam 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  **  whid  «■ 
read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  that  this  bill  have  a  seoood  nam- 
ing, in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 
Whereas  it  is  inexpedient  Uiat  the  GoremmaBt  i' 

the    United  Statas  shonld.  Mntlnaa    to  hold  u] 

Stock  in  the  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  or  haw  apf 

political  connecticai  with  the  said   bank,  or  s^f 

other  connection  with  it,  otherwiae  thsa  in  rmnmK 

with  other  banks  wichin  the  t'oited  States : 

[The  bill  directs  tha  sale  of  the  United  States  ms^ 
in  the  bank,  and  rq)eslj  all  the  claoaes  in  the  ch*^ 
ter  establishing  any  connedian  with  it  :J 

It  passed  in  the  negative — yeas  12,  juijs  II, 
as  follows: 

Ybab. — Messrs.  Bradley,  Brown,  Bmr,  Biitk^  li- 
ward^  Gallatin,  Hawkins,  Jackson,  Martin,  JftimM, 
Bobiiuon,  and  Taylor. 

Katb. — Messra  Bradford,  Cabot,  EDswtvth,  Fos- 
ter, Prelinghnysen,  Isard,  King,  Langdon,  LircnaoH, 
HitcheQ,  Moniv  Strongs  and  Yinii^. 

TtrsBDAT,  Janoary  SI. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  tba 
PazsmzNT  OF  thb  Ukitbd  Sutm: 

Gealltnai  o/lht  Satale,  and 

o/dK  Boat  oflb^intrittatiimi 

Having  already  laid  before  yoa  a  letter  tfdulU 
of  Aognat,  1708,  {mm  the  Secntaiy  of  Stata  to  <n 
kCnister  at  Paris,  stating  the  aondoot  and  tuni^  iki 
recall,  of  th«  Wi^MerFlenipotentiaiyof  the  BepnUiD 
of  fWioe,  I  now  commnnicate  to  yon,  that  his  co- 
dnct  has  been  nneqnivocally  disapproved ;  and  dat 
the  strongest  asmtancee  have  been  given,  that  liii 
recall  should  be  expedited  without  delay. 

G.  WASfflNGTON. 

UsiTED  SrATBB,  JdmoTy  20,  1794. 

The  Uessage  was  read,  and  tiered  to  lis  oti 
file. 

The  memorial  of  the  people  called  Qnakcn, 
h-om  the  yearly  meeting  held  at  Rhode  Island 
for  New  England,  in  the  year  17B3,  was  preoent- 
ed  and  read,  praying  Congress  to  exerdae  the 
authority  vested  in  them  by  the  ocostitntioB 
for  the  soppreaeitm  of  t^  slave  b«de. 
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Ordered,  That  Hewn.  Bkuilet,  Iitxsiiobb, 
and  Bitowy,  be  &  committee  to  take  mto  oon- 
wderatioa  the  laws  passed  in  the  temtot?  of 
the  United  States  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio, 
from  Jaly  to  Deoember,  17QS,  incInaiTe,  uid  re- 
port thereon  to  the  SenaleL 

Thubsdat,  January  80. 

The  following  Message  was  received  &om  the 
Pbesidist  op  lat  Fkited  Statu: 

OfUtmm  ofth»  Smalt,  md 

i^Ae  Houte  (^  SrpnaaUativa : 

Commmucatioiu  bavc  been  made  to  Congreu  do- 
ring  the  pntMDt  gesaioti,  with  the  intcntiDi)  of  tlkad- 
ing  a  full  vie*  of  the  poitare  of  kflain  on  the  lODth- 
•westem  frontiers.  B7  the  informkdon  which  hu 
Iktel/  been  laid  before  Congreu,  it  appekred  that  the 
difficaldas  vith  the  Cr«eh>  had  booa  amicabW  and 
faappilj-  tenninateiL  But  it  will  be  peroefved  with 
ngnt,  bj  the  paper*  berevith  tnmmJtled,  that  the 
tranqnillltj  ha*  anfortnnatelj  been  of  abort  dnratioii, 
owing  to  the  mnrder  of  (ev«nJ  friendly  Indiana,  bjr 
Borne  lavl^aB  white  men. 

The  condition  of  thingi  in  that  qnaHer  requirei  the 
wrions  and  immediate  condderatian  of  Congrm,  and 
the  adoption  of  mch  wiw  and  viRorons  lam  ai  will 
be  competent  to  the  prewmtioQ  of  the  national  char- 


Expetvmee  demonstnlPs  that  tlie  exitling  legal  pro- 
viaona  an  entiret;  Inadequate  to  thoee  great  ohjeoti. 
G.  WASmNQTON. 
Uniteo  Sum,  Jmmiy  30,  179*. 

TuHDiT,  Pehruary  4. 

A  message  from  the  Honso  of  RepreeentatiTes 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hooae  have  passed 
s  bUl  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  tho  relief 
of  pach  of  the  inhabitonta  of  Soiot  Itomingo 
rerident  within  the  United  States  as  me,j  be 
found  in  want  of  support,"  in  whioh  they  deeure 
the  concnrrence  of  the  Senate. 

This  bill  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  a  second  reading. 

Wedsssdat,  Febroary  8.     - 

The  bill,  sent  from  the  Hoose  of  Kepresenta- 
lives  for  concnrrence,  entitled  "  An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  of  snch  of  the  inhabitants 
of  GaiDt  Domingo,  resident  within  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  fonnd  in  want  of  EUpport," 
waa  read  the  second  tine ;  and,  after  debate, 
the  fbrthcT  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
tintil  to-morrow. 

TiiUBflDAT,  Febmary  8. 

If  r.  Potts,  from  Maryland,  attended. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  second  reading  of 
the  biD  sent  from  the  Uonse  of  BepresentativeB 
for  ooncarrence,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
the  relief  of  Eoch  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^int 
Domingo,  resident  within  the  United  States,  aa 
may  be  fonnd  in  want  of  snpporL" 

On  motion,  that  it  be  recommitted,  for  tlie 
pnrpoae  of  farther  inqoiry,  it  passed  in  the 


And  after  agreeing  to  an  atDOidnient,  the  boll 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

FEmAZ,  Febmary  7. 

The  following  Ueeeage  was  received  from 
the  Pbkbidxnt  or  thk  Uriked  States  : 
Gtn^emm  o^d*  Satal^,  and 

tjfOt  Hoiae  ofRepramlalwft: 

Itranamit  to  yon  an  Act  and  three  Ordinance^ 
paisfld  by  the  Government  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  Statea  Knth  of  the  rirer  Ohio,  on  the  IStit 
and  21st  oi  March,  and  the  Tth  of  Hgy,  I79S ; 
and  alao  certain  letten  from  the  Minister  Planipo- 

'iary  of  the  Frsnoh  Repnblio,  to  the  Seerataiy  of 


The  Message  and  papers  ther^  Teferred  to 
were  read. 

Ordertd,  That  tbe  act  and  three  ordinances, 
mentioned  in  the  Message,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  appointed  aist  of  January  last,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  laws  passed  in  the 
territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio,  to  oonmder 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  the  other  papers  referred  to 
in  Iho  Message  lie  for  consideration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  xent  from  the  Honse  of  Kepresentft- 
lives  for  ooncnrrenoe,  entitled  "  An  act  provid- 
ing for  the  relief  of  such  of  the  inhabitants  d 
Saint  Domingo,  resident  within  the  United 
Stat^  as  may  be  fonnd  in  want  of  snpport" 
Whereupon, 

Betohed,  That  this  bill  paaa  aa  amended. 

MoNoAT,  Febmary  10. 

The  YioE  Pkssidbht  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Department 
□f  the  Treasury,  in  reference  to  the  orders  of 
Senate  of  the  SOth  January  last,  for  a  return 
of  enndry  statements  from  that' department; 
wluch  letter  waa  read. 

Mr.  Bkadlet  reported  ftvm  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Laob  and  others,  respecting  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Gallatut  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Wednesday  neit  be  assigned 
to  take  this  report  into  oonsideratioo,  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  it  be  printed  for  tbe  nae  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion,  that  the  Senate  adopt  the  follow- 
ing reeolation : 

"■Rttotrtd,  That  the  door*  of  the  Senate  be  (qmied, 
and  continae  opan,  dnring  the  diacimdon  npon  the 
eontetted  election  of  JoMoct  Qaixatdi  i  * 

Ordered,  That  this  motion  lie  on  the  table 
ontil  to-morrow. 

TciSDAT,  Febmary  II. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 

took  into  consideration  the  motion  mode  yester- 
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dfty  tbat  the  doon  of  the  Senate  be  opened  dnr- 
iug  the  dUcnssioD  of  the  contested  election  of 
Jir.  Oall&tin.    Wherenpon, 

Eetolttd,  That  the  doora  of  the  Benate 
opened,  and  oontinae  open,  dnring  die  discna- 
eion  npon  the  contested  eleodon  of  Aiskbt 

QkUATOl. 

Ur.  Bbadlxy  reported  from  the  oommittee  to 
irbom  woa  referred  the  act  and  three  ordi- 
nances  mentioned  in  the    Sleaaage  from  the 

PXBSmEST  OF  THI   UNITED   &TATES   of  tfae    7th 

instant,  enacted  and  ordained  bj  the  GoTernor 
and  Judges  of  the  territory  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  "that  CoDgresB  do  not  dia^ipr~~~  " 
pame,"  and  the  report  was  agreed  to. 

Tbtbbdat,  Febmai?  18. 
Ur.  Bmn,  from  the  oonunittee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Meseage  from  the  Pkcsidbht  ot 
Tnx  Uniibd  Btatm,  of  the  80th  of  December 
lost,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  and  directing 
the  aettlement  of  the  acconnta  ^  M^or  Generu 
LuxTBTiai  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and 
(odered  to  a  second  reading. 

Fbidat,  Febmarj  11, 
The  bill  anthoriang  and  directing  the  aetOe- 
ment  of  the  aooonnta  of  Uajor  General  Laxxt- 
ETTK  waa  read  the  Mcond  time,  and,  after 
debate,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  for  oonaideration 
and  ioqniry. 

UoHDAT,  Febmary  17. 

The  petition  of  Michael  Bohmjaer,  agent  for 
Oonrad  Lanb  and  others,  petitionera  againatthe 
election  of  Albeit  Gallatin  to  be  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  was  presented  and  read, 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel. 

Ordtred,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
mlttee  on  the  petition  of  Oonrad  Lanb  and 
others,  respecting  the  election  of  Ur.  Gallathi 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  waa  re- 
Bomed,  and  after  progress,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  coodderation  thereof  be  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

WEDinaDAT,  Fehniaiy  19, 
Jaheb  Gunn,  from  Geoips,  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

Thuxsday,  February  SO. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  oondderation  of  the 
motion  made  yeaterday,  to  amend  the  motion 
then  reconmdered,  respecting  the  opei^ng  tlie 
doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber  wtiilat  mtting  In  a 
Lefnslative  capacity. 

On  motion  to  commit  the  motion  fbr  amend- 
ment, it  paased  in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  that  the  amendment  be  agreed 
to,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays 
0,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — M«ssn,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnir,  Bntlar, 
Edward^  EUswoitl^  Foster,  Gnnn,  Hawking  Jaclc- 
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•on,  Sing,  Langdon,  Lhanuun,  Martin,  Monn^ 
Pott*,  Taylor,  and  Vimu. 

NATa— Him*.  BradfSid,  Cabot,  Frelii^iniyiM, 
Qalla^  Inid,  Hitchell,  Ucnii,  Kntheifiud,  anl 
Strong. 

On  motion  to  adopt  the  resolution,  amended 
as  foUowa: 

"flwtJiMf,  That,  ifterflw  end  nfflwponrtwMi 
iX  Ccn^reu,  and  (O  loon  aj  Rulabk  gaDeriei  shaO 
bein>Tlded(i>rtbaS«iiateCliuilMr,d>enld  gaUcio 
sh^  be  permitted  to  bo  op«D*d  evety  morning,  lo 
long  a«  toe  Senate  shall  be  engaged  in  their  Ltgiiia 
tire  o^iad^,  imlnw  in  aaeh  oasee  as  nuj,  in  ^ 
loinioa  of  Um  Sanata,  Mqnlie  seeieey,  after  i^d 
the  Mid  gantries  shsB  be  clossd :  * 

It  paased  in  the  affirmative— yeas  IB,  nsys  8; 
as  foUows : 

TBAa— Means.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  Botler,  "EA- 
wards,  Ellnrorth,  Foster,  OallatiD,  Qniw,  Hawking 
Jaid:»n,  Kng,  LangdoD,  lifenuura,  Maitio,  HoBioa, 
Fotti,  Taylor,  aod  Vining, 

NAva.— Hesan.  Bradford,  Cabot,  Fnlia^njia, 
Isaid,  lUtolnll,  Monli,  Bothaifbrd,  aod  Sb^. 

(kmtetted  Shetion. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
reeumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
oommittee  on  the  petition  of  Oonrad  lAnb,  and 
others,  respecting  the  election  of  l£r.  Gaxi.asn 
to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  states  the  evi- 
denoe,  and  oondndea  with  an  otunion,  that  to 
controvert  the  allegations  set  forth  in  the  peti* 
tion  against  Mr.  G.,  it  lays  with  him  to  prore 
his  dtizenship. 

Aooordingly,  Mr.  O.  presented  a  writtsa 
statement  of  &ol8  which  the  Faxsuxsr  of  the 
Senate  rend.  It  contained  a  narrative  of  several 
transactions  from  the  time  of  Ur.  G.'s  arrival 


by  money  and  his  own  aervioee  as  a  voliml«er, 
in  the  cause  of  the  reTolnti<»i.  Of  his  havii^ 
taken  oaths  of  allegiance  and  porohaaed  lands 
in  that  Stat«,  and  alao  in  the  State  of  yirginia. 
In  the  back  parts  of  the  last-mentioned  State, 
he  had  formed  an  interesting  setUement,  and 
had  been  extremely  asefol  in  bringing  aettlen 
from  Europe,  The  dates  of  those  tranaacthun 
and  times  of  his  arrival  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  being  sent  to  the  State  Oonvention,  are  also 
recited,  np  to  the  time  of  hia  bong  choaen 
one  of  their  Representativee  in  tha  Banata  at 
the  United  Stataa. 

After  the  PaBsmxirr  had  done  reacting  the 
statement  of  facts,  Ur.  G.  addressed  the  Senate, 
by  observing,  that  he  felt  himself  rather  in  an 
awkward  predicament,  not  knowing  whether 
the  connael  for  the  pnseontors  or  himself  were 
the  proper  person  to  speak  the  fint,  as  this 
preliminary  waa  not  yet  Md  down  by  tike 
Senate,  neither  had  he  provided  any  counsel. 
He  ^onld  have  supposed  him<ielf  in  the  atoa. 
tion  of  defendant,  were  it  not  that  the  weight 
of  proving  the  affirmative  in  regard  to  citiaen- 
ship  bad  be»i  laid  on  bim,  under  which  pre- 
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icament  it  migbt  perhaps  be  aeoemarj  for  him 
o  begin,  and  eSer  the  ooniuel  for  the  peti- 
ionere  had  spokon,  that  he  should  then  be 
Uowed  to  dose  the  arguments. 

Kr.  LrrxKHOBB  was  of  opinion,  that  the  rit- 
Idk  member  shonlil  begin  to  debate,  u  the  onvi 
tr^andi  laj  with  hiio. 

The  oomisel  for  the  petitioiierL  Hr.  I^wie, 
one.  He  waa  attended  b^  Ur.  Bchmjser,  one 
if  the  memberfl  of  tbe  Senate  of  PennsjlTania, 
vbo.  we  understand,  manages  the  proMcntion 
>n  the  pait  of  the  petitJonen.  Ur.  L.  hoped 
le  wonld  be  permitted  to  sa j  a  few  words  in 
he  early  Blage  of  the  hnsinesa,  in  r^ard  to  the 
luumer  of  condnoting  it.  He  recapitulated 
.nndrj  ofBces  and  poets  of  honor  that  had  been 
lODferred  on  him,  from  which  he  hombly  pro- 


voDld,  therefore,  h^  leave  of  the  honorable 
Senate,  to  offer  an  observation  before  they 
ihonld  determine  on  tbe  mode  of  oondnoting 
■ho  triaL  When  the  qaestion  for  postponement, 
grhich  was  debated  tbe  other  day,  was  before 
Aem,  the  sitting  member  did  then  consider 
oimaelf  as  defendant,  and  for  an  hoar  had  fongbt 
phuitoms  of  his  own  imagination,  but  now  he 
tias  duuged  his  gronnd,  and  desires  to  hare 
tbe  privilegefl  whidi  belong  to  the  petitioaer« 
anly,  narne^,  the  right  of  opening  the  prosecn- 
tioi),  and  anerwards  condDoing  the  arguments. 

Mr,  Qaliatis  snbmitted  to  tbe  decision  of 
the  Senate,  and  aaid  be  did  not  wish  to  oontend 
for  mere  matters  of  form. 

Ur.  Mabtin  (from  N.  Oarolioa)  thought  it 
imnuiterial  who  began  or  conolnded,  if  in  tbe 
utd  the  Senate  shonld  be  enabled  to  arrive  at  a 
jQst  degree  of  information. 

Vk  Jaokbos  (from  Georf^a^  made  some  ob- 
eervations  on  the  manner  of  condnoting  the 
bosineas.  He  thought  it  would  be  inaombont 
on  the  coonsel  for  &e  petitioners  to  prove  that 
Ifr.  OiLLATtK  was  not  a  citizen,  to. 

Mr,  KiBO  (from  New  York)  and  some  other 
geuQeman  of  the  Soiate,  sold  a  few  more  words 
(m  the  motion:  it  was  agreed  that  the  sitting 
member  shonld  begin. 

Mr.  QiLLiTni  accordingly  rose  and  recapitn- 
lated  the  fitcta  stated  in  the  written  paper  which 
he  had  presented  to  the  Pbesidert,  comment- 
ing on  each  of  litem  as  he  proceeded.  He 
moved  that  he  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States  for  thirteen  yeora,  and  was  one 
befi»«  the  peace  of  1T88,  and  before  the  Oon- 
foderati<Hi.  He  qnoted  tbe  laws  previous  there- 
to respecting  aliens,  and  alvi  the  British  atstntee, 
and  he  m^ntained  that  thoy  were  all  done 
away  by  the  Revolntion.  He  conceived  him- 
self a  citizen  in  common  with  the  other  citizens 
of  the  TJoited  Btatea,  from  the  time  of  his  first 
qualifying  after  his  arrival  and  attachment  '* 


antQ  after  he  shonld  hear  tbe  oonnsel  (m  behalf 
f^  the  petitionerg. 
Mr.  Lewis  commenced  his  speech  by  observ' 
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ing,  that  he  appeared  thwe  on  behalf  of  Oonnd 
Lanb,  and  other  req>eotable  men,  who  com- 
plained of  the  nnconstitntionaH^  of  admitUng 
Mr.  Gallatoi  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate.    He  was 


small  a  oompass,  and  he  wonld  there- 
fore take  him  np  from  the  argument  inhere  he 
had  left  off  speaki]^,  that  of  his  being  a  dtizeo 
in  common  (^  the  United  States,  fVom  the  time 
of  bis  qnalifying  in  Uasaachnsetts  or  Virginia. 
But  in  Yiivinia  two  oaths  are  required,  and 
they  mnst  be  taken  in  a  oonrt,  not  befcH«  a 
magistrate,  to  entitle  a  man  to  citizenship.  He 
most  also  be  possessed  of  a  certain  qaantity  of 
property  and  be  a  reddent  for  two  yeara.  It 
appears  Mr.  O.  did  not  remain  in  Yii^nia  more 
than  two  months.  (Here  Mr.  Lewis  read  the 
law  of  Vimnia  of  the  20th  October,  1788.)  On 
this  law  Mr.  L.  a^^ed  that  Mr.  O,  had  not 
gone  throng  the  neoeasary  qualifications  to  en- 
titiehim  to  citizenship  there;  and  he  observed, 
that  he  admired  the  gentieman's  candor  in  not 
insisting  on  it  here.  In  this  State  he  had  cer- 
tainly not  qnalifled  himself  agreeably  to  the 
law.  Under  these  oircnmstancoe,  Mr.  L.  for  hU 
part  oonld  never  admit  of  the  gentieman's  right 
to  citizenship  so  far  badi  as  to  entitle  him  to 
the  snffiage  of  a  vote  for  a  ae«t  in  the  Se- 
nate, fto. 

The  mischtevons  oonseqaenoee  of  pennitting 
snch  innovations,  he  repreeented  in  strong  terras; 
md  he  called  to  tbe  recollection  of  the  Senate^ 
tbe  condnct  of  ancient  and  modem  govern- 
ments on  this  question.  One  of  the  ancient 
repDhlica  made  it  death  for  an  alien  to  intra^ 
meddle  in  their  politics.  The  sentiments  of 
antiquity,  and  those  of  men  fai  modem  days, 
proved  the  justice  of  these  conolnrions. 

With  re^rd  to  the  aignments  of  tbe  gentie- 
man  respecting  his  being  entitied  to  be  a  <dtizen 
of  tbe  Dnion,  or  any  individual  State  of  i^ 
beoanse  he  bad  qualified  himself  to  be  citizen 
of  one  of  them,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  a  mere  bnbble^ 
for  surely  the  gentleman  was  not  one  of  the 
mass  of  citizens  at  the  aooomplishment  of  ind»- 

The  doctrine  of  the  old  taw,  which  the  gen- 
tleman says  was  done  away  by  the  Revolntion, 
in  respect  to  alien^  may  have  been  so  with 
regard  to  the  British  King;  it  was  still,  how- 
ever, virtually  In  force  against  tbe  gentleman. 
But  Boppoeing  it  to  be  done  away,  how  do  the 
oonstitntions  of  the  difierent  States  stand  on 
this  head!  Is  it  not  implied  by  sll  of  them, 
that  eertun  oaths,  residence,  and  propertv, 
make  the  requisites  to  form  citizenship  T  in 
Massachusetts  a  foreigner  is  not  a  dtizen,  with- 
out he  complies  with  those  terms.  [Here  he 
quoted  p.  70  of  the  small  volume  of  the  Laws 
ofMaasaohnsetts.  He  also  cited  the  act  in  fbvor 
of  John  Jarvis  and  others;  also,  p.  104  of  the 
some  book,  and  p.  lOl  and  192.]  From  these 
he  maintained,  tnat  no  snch  wild  idea  was  ever 
contemplated  by  either  the  law  of  Massachn- 
setta  or  Virginia,  as  to  admit  fbrrigners  w  per* 
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The  Bitiution  of  the  aitting  member,  wiQi 
rwpect  to  the  ooiutitatloii  and  laws  of  Pennay  1- 
Tanla.  be  h&d  little  doubt  vu  BimiltH'  to  what 
he  had  mentioned  in  regard  to  the  other  States, 
altboagh  ho  would  not  assert  it  as  a  fact.  [He 
read  the  42d  section,  and  also  in  p.  48  of  the 
Law  of  PemuylvtmiA,  ISth  March,  1760,  a  pro- 
viso whloh  oontains  some  preoantjons  requiring 
records  to  be  kept  by  the  m«st«r  of  the  rolls 
of  the  person^  admitted  to  citixeashlp.]  The 
same  prinoiple  pervades  all  the  States  aswdl 
as  it  does  the  OonstitDtioD  of  the  United  States. 
The  sbsnrfity  of  applying  it  in  any  other  sense, 
was  severely  pictured  by  Ur.  L.,  and  to  udmit 
the  idea  advanced  by  the  sitting  member,  was 
as  inadmis^ble  as  it  was  novel.  In  annport  of 
what  he  wished  to  impreM  on  the  minds  of  thre 
Senate,  Ur.  L.  qaoted  the  Ist  vol.  of  the  Jour- 
nals of  Oongreee  in  1771  and  177S,  pp.  S8  and 
99.  He  then  reonrred  to  ^aeittoiU,  toL  1,  pp. 
63,  64,  and  B9;  also  78  and  79. 

It  was  not  Us  intention  to  qoote  the  Parlia- 
mentary  Laws  of  England  in  support  of  any 
thing,  but  such  parts  of  their  Oommon  Law  as 
oonld  be  F^t  over — that  Oommon  Iaw  of  Eng- 
land whi(^  was  Imporied  by  onr  anceetora,  and 
handed  down  to  tbem  by  the  people,  not  the 
Parliament.  Tlie  people  hod  made  the  Common 
Law,  from  lime  to  time.  The  Saions,  Nor- 
mans, Ac.,  were  all  concerned  in  making  and 
improTing  it,  nntil  it  had  finally  reached  that 
degree  of  perfbotion  in  which  it  was  given  to 
us  by  onr  anoeetors,  and  it  was  foonded  in  wis- 
dom and  jnstioe. 

Ur.  L.  nrat  quoted,  first  £laei»Um«,  402, 
which  was  one  of  the  British  laws  that  had 
never  been  admitted  in  this  oonntry,  and  which, 
he  hoped,  never  would,  viz :  that  wherein  the 
distinction  is  drawn  between  the  Commoner 
and  the  Peer,  an  oath  being  required  of  the 
Oommoner,  upon  all  occasions,  and  no  more 
than  "  upon  my  honor,"  from  a  Peer,  ezoept  in 
giving  evidence  in  civil  or  criminal  trials. 

Ur.  L.  ooncluded,  by  saving  that  the  ££cnl- 
ties  which  stood  between  Mr.  Oallitik  and  bb 
Mat,  were  msarmoontable  and  oonld  not  be  re- 
moved without  showing  a  law  of  MaaaachuBetts, 
Virginia,  &o.,  repealing  those  laws  in  regard  to 
the  qualification  of  citizens,  which  he  had  meu' 
tioned,  but  which  repeal  he  was  certain  did  not 
exist.  He  therefore  stated,  that  to  insist  upon 
tt|e  gentleman's  right  to  a  seat,  was  both  novel 
and  absnrd.  These  were  his  opinions,  which 
he  had  given  in  a  perfectly  extempore  way,  not 
having  been  allowed  time  nor  expecting  to 
meet  the  autjeot  on  the  new  ground  which  it 
had  this  day  taken  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GiLLATiN  said,  he  wonld  pledge  himaelf 
to  the  Senate,  to  prove  that  the  grounds  of  his 
arguments  and  his  construction  of  the  Confede- 


tbem,  but  bad  been  admitted  in  many  instances. 
However,  as  the  Oommon  law  of  llnglaud  was 


now  introduced  by  ICr.  L,  wUch  was  nev 
ground  to  him,  and  as  the  hoor  of  a^j'^o'''™^'' 
was  nearly  approaching,  he  would  beg  leftve  u 
make  his  reply  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  the  Auther  oonnder«&ai  of  tUi 
Bulyect  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Feuiat,  Febnujyfil. 
Gmtetted  EUetion, 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senita 
reenmed  the  oonuderadon  of  the  report  of  the 
oommittee  on  the  petition  of  Conrad  I^ab,  tad 
others,  respectjng  the  election  of  Mr.  Gaxlaih 
to  be  a  Senator  of  (he  United  States. 

Mr.  Oux4TTN  commenced  his  defoioe  \j 
laying  down  the  principles  on  which  he  inl^tded 
to  argue.  His  was  a  very  serioos  situation  fer 
a  person  to  be  plsoed  in,  who  had  l>een  ao  long 
in  America,  and  who  had  minted  with  the  in- 
faahitants  in  the  common  cause,  that  he  ^oold 
afterwards  be  called  before  so  solemn  a  tribo- 
nal,  with  an  intention  to  wrest  from  him  his 
right  of  citizenship.  He  confeeeed,  that  on  tba 
Doca«on  his  feelmgs  were  deeply  interested, 
particQlarly  as  the  manner  of  tne  coonael  for 
the  proaecutors  was  so  personal,  and  went  not 
only  to  deny  him  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  ti» 
United  States,  hnt  even  to  o(»itest  his  dtiiat- 
ship,  and  denounce  him  as  being  yet  an  alien. 

This  was  a  matter  of  oonseqnenoe  to  many 
thousands  as  well  as  himself  who  have  kmg 
oonadered  themselves  in  posseeuon  of  all  the 
privileges  of  denizens,  and  yet  may  be  deprived 
of  their  rights,  if  the  dootrinee  c^  the  conmd 
for  the  prosecutors  should  obtain  any  sanction 
from  the  body  who  were  now  to  judge  at  its 

Mr.  O.  ent«red  into  a  scries  of  obscrvatioiH 
on  the  various  points  of  law,  &«.,  which  bad 
been  adduced  by  Mr.  Lzwis,  and  he  particulwlT 
remarked,  that  the  Common  Law  of  'Knji^B'^ 
was  entirely  inapplicable  to  the  subject  under 
couaideration.  He  resd  the  laws  of  Vliginis 
respecting  naturalization,  &c.,  from  which  be 
insisted  that  he  Itiad  long  since  become  a  cicizen 
of  the  United  States.  He  alao  quoted  1st  Black- 
ttone,  p.  874,  and  Vijur^i  Abridgment,  vd  u. 
p.  S68,  respecting  the  different  acceptations  of 
denizen  and  citizen,  and  he  went  hack  ao  far  as 
the  British  statutes  in  1740,  to  show  the  inten- 
tion of  the  old  Government  was  to  naturaliae 
all  persons  who  would  go  and  reside  in  the  Col- 
onies. He  neit  mentioned  the  act  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  Slst  of  Augost,  1776,  and  com- 
mented on  the  principles  generoUy  entertained 
by  most  writers  on  the  subjects  of  ^cgiance  and 
citizenship.    BladaUme,  266,  &c. 

An  alien  is  a  man  bom  out  of  the  allegiance 
of  the  King.  But  allegiance  in  England  is  not 
an  allegiance  to  the  country  or  to  society,  as  it 
is  understood  in  this  oonntry. 

In  order  to  eipliun  the  principle  of  recipro- 
city, he  observed,  that  when  the  two  crowns 
of  England  and  Scotland  were  united  under 
James,  the  inhabitants  of  Sootiand  became  nat- 
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iralized  in  £n^aiid,  u  if  tbey  bad  been  na- 
nral-bom  Bubjeots  of  that  ooantiy.  The  al- 
egianoe  in  Britain  was  peraonal  \a  the  King, 
md  it  bnci  there  this  remarkable  qoalitj,  that 
jy  the  British  laws  allegiance  can  never  b« 
ihaken  off. 

This  conntiT,  bef<»«  the  BevolnUcxi,  owed 
lUegiance  to  tne  King,  bnt  that  was  deetTo;«d 
113  the  DacloratioD  of  Independence,  and  thea 
£e  inhabitant*  of  the  Btatee  became  matnally 
ntizena  of  every  State  rediprocally ;  and  they 
xiniinn«d  bo  nntil  such  time  as  the  States  made 
Awa  of  their  own  aflenrards  respecting  natnral- 

As  soon  as  s<^>arate  govemtnentH  existed, 
ill^ionoe  was  dae  to  each,  and  here  the  alle- 
pance  was  a  reality,  it  wga  t^  the  Government 
tnd  to  society,  whereas  in  Britain  it  is  merely 
Sctitiona,  being  only  to  one  man. 

Every  man  who  tooli  an  active  part  in  the 
American  Kevolation,  was  a  citizen  according 
to  the  great  laws  of  reason  and  of  nature,  and 
when  afterwards  podtdve  laws  were  made,  they 
were  retrospective  in  regard  to  persons  noder 
this  predicament,  nor  did  those  po«terior  laws 
InTalidate  the  rights  which  they  eojoj  under 
die  Confederation. 

Ur.  O.  here  mentioned  his  having  been  an 
inhabitant  of  Maceachnsetts  before  October, 
1780,  and  he  also  observed,  that  the  Itiw  passed 
in  that  State  was  deoinvo  against  the  Common 
Iaw  of  England, 

In  quoting  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  which 
'were  passed  in  1786,  and  afterwards,  fbr  natu- 
ralizing John  Gardner,  and  Jnmee  Martin,  he 
remarked  ^bat  they  alearly  implied  that  even  a 
Bktond  born  subject,  who  hod  net  acted  in  the 
BttTolntion,  and  an  absentee,  was  not  entitled 
to  citicen^i^  He  likewise  took  notice  of  the 
«Mae  of  Ur.  Wnxuic  Sifrrs,  of  South  Carolina, 
■gainst  whose  election  as  a  Representative  iu 
OoDgree^  a  petition  was  presented  by  Doctor 
Ramsay,  although  the  decision  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  tbst  sntyeot  was  exactly  the  reverse  of 


In  speaking  of  the  difficulties  that  oocnrred 
in  explaining  the  terms  dtizen  and  alien,  he  ran 
over  a  number  of  cas«e,  and  asked  whether  if  a 
person  had  arrived  in  the  United  States  during 
the  war,  from  Nova-Scotia,  or  elsewhere,  ana 
liad  taken  an  active  part  ag^nst  the  enemy, 
would  he  not  be  better  entitled  to  the  rightof  a 
dtizen,  than  even  those  who  afterwards  subscrib- 
ed to  the  acts?  The  counsel  for  the  proeecotora 
bad  admitted  that  a  person  who  had  been  one 
of  the  mass  of  the  people,  at  the  Declaration  of 
lodependeuoe,  was  a  citizen.  On  the  same 
prindple,  nntil  a  law  passes  to  disprove  that 
man  who  was  active  in  the  Be  volution  pre  vioc_ 
to  the  treaty  of  peace,  was  a  citizen,  hb  most 
be  one  ^t  facto. 

Ur.  O  next  read  a  qnotation  from  the  1st 
woL  of  WoodUon,  p.  SB3,  an  English  writer, 
'who  acknowledged  that  nil  persons  were  aliens 
at  the  recognition  of  independence,  and  that  is 
■  miH«  liberal  conatmction  than  the  council  for 


the  petitioners  would  admit  oi^  for  by  this  con- 
struction, our  sailors,  &c,  onsht  to  be  natural- 
ized, lest  they  be  alarmed  by  tue  British 

The  new  Constitntion  of  Uie  United  States 
requires  certi^n  qnalificationi  for  members  of 
"  Teas,  &C.,  bnt  it  does  not  deprive  persons  of 
rights  who  were  actually  citizens  before 
the  constitution  was  rati&ed  that  made  the 
States  the  United  States.  They  were  united 
by  consent  before,  and  coueequentiybe  was  one 
□f  the  people  Itefure  the  United  Stst«s  eiiated. 

He  went  on  to  read  from  the  Constitution 
of  MasBOchnsetts,  and  several  other  States,  sun- 
dry clauses  iu  support  of  his  reasoning,  and  re- 
ctqiitulated  the  several  heads  of  Mr.  L.'s  argu- 
ments, to  each  of  which  he  replied, 

Mr.  G.  sold,  that  Mr,  Lewis  was  unfori,anate 
in  prodncicg  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  for,  by 
proving  too  much,  he  had  proved  nothing,  for 
the  42d  sec  of  the  constitution  is  retrospective, 
and  by  acknowledging  the  Articles  of  Confeder- 
ation to  be  the  snpreme  law  of  the  land,  persons 
who  were  reciprocally  citizens  before,  are  etin 
left  iu  full  possession  of  the  right. 
So  fbr  from  any  dangerous  oousequenoea  aris- 
g  on  my  constmc'ion  of  citizenship,  sdd  he, 
think  it  most  be  evident,  that  there  is  more 
danger  and  absurdity  in  (he  counsel's  own  con- 
structions. For,  in  remarking  on  the  polin  <A 
nations,  we  find  even  slaves  have  been  enfran-  - 
chised  by  the  .groat  republics  in  times  of  oom- 
danger.  The  policy  of  America  should  be 
oke  citizenship  as  easy  as  possible,  for  the- 
purpose  of  encouraging  population  ; 


jects  of  complaint  in  the  Declaration  ol 
denoe,  where  it  is  expressly  stid,  that  the  ting 
endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these 
States,  by  having  laws  maoe  to  obstruct  tlie 
naturalization  of  foreigners. 

If  there  were  any  daDgerooa  consequences  to 
be  qtprehended  frvm  the  former  regulations  on 
this  snbject,  they  are  all  remedied  by  the  new 
oonstitnUon. 

Therefore,  no  ill  consequence  or  absurdity 
can  follow. ,  The  author  of  the  Federalist  sup- 
ports this  principle  in  vol.  ii.  p.  G4,  fbr  he  says, 
that  it  is  a  constinction  scarcely  avoidable,  that 
citizens  of  each  of  the  States  are  mntnally  so  in 
ell  of  them. 

The  first  words  la  the  constitution,  "  We  the 
People,"  furnished  another  argument  in  support 
of  Mr.  G.'s  priaciples,  which  he  tamed  to  great 
advantage,  still  drawiag  an  inference  to  show 
that  Mr.  L.'s  oonstroction  of  the  sabject  waa 
most  liable  to  difficulties  and  to  mischievous 
consequences. 

He  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  there  was 
any  disfrsnchimng  clauses  in  the  Constitatioa 
of  the  United  States,  tending  to  deprive  citizens 
of  antecedent  rights,  all  such  clauses  must  be 
construed  favorably,  and  were  evidently  on  his 
side.  With  regard  to  a  sentenoe  that  bod  been 
added,  by  the  advice  of  coonsel,  to  tlie  affidaTit 
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of  Pektiah  Webster,  he  nude  some  rtmtAa 
irhich  tended  to  cBtablisli  bis  own  peraonAl 
obaraoter,  which  he  trasted  would  be  focmd, 
when  traoed  b&ck  to  his  nBtivitj,  to  stand  the 
test ;  and  that  his  ri^t  to  a  wat  in  the  Senate 
wonld  sIho  stand  npon  an  equally  jost  foiuida- 

Hr.  Lewis  denied  fairiiiK  ever  seen  the  affi- 
davit of  Hr.  'Webster,  nutilit  was  shoini  him 
at  the  time  the  examination  before  the  commit- 
tee WB8  going  forward. 

Ur.  Qauatih  recriminated,  that  die  elanse  of 
which  he  tooh  notioei  waa  not  in  the  affidavit 
when  Mr.  Webster  brou^t  it  to  the  committee, 
and  tliat  he  liad  permitted  it  to  be  adiied  with 
great  relootance.  It  w«s  only  the  recital  of  a 
few  words  which  passed  between  Mr.  G.  and  Mr. 
W.  in  jest,  some  years  tdnce,  wherein  Mr.  G.  liad 
ironically  said  his  name  was  Sidney,  probably 
allnding  to  some  eesaya  that  had  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  nnder  that  signature,  which 


Mr.  Jadksos,  in  order  to  bring  the  merits  of 
the  subject  directly  before  the  Senate,  said  he 
would  move  a  reeolntion,  that  would  have  that 
effect  1  bat  npon  Mr.  Lewis's  obeerring,  that 
he  bad  not  yet  closed  his  argoments,  and  at 
the  instance  of  Mr.  Bqtleb,  from  South  Caro- 
lina, who  said  he  woold  second  Mr.  Jackson's 
motion  hereafter,  it  was  withdrawn  for  the 
present. 

Ordered,  That  the  flirther  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  nntil  to-morrow. 

SiATniDAT,  Febrnary  S2. 

QmUtttd  EketuM. 

The  Senate  reaomed  the  oonnderation  of  the 

Trt  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Con- 
Lanb,  and  others,  respecting  the  election 
of  Mr.  QALLAmr  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  TTnited 
States. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  taken  np  by 
Mr.  Lewis's  pleadings,  wherein  he  entered  into 
a  very  extensive  field  of  reasoning,  and  qooted 
a  great  nmnber  of  authorities,  in  support  of  the 
prmoiptes  on  which  he  had  set  oQt  last  Thnrs- 
oay,  BJid  to  prove  that  in  the  trae  sense  of  Uie 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
of  that  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Gu- 
i^ATiN  was  not  duly  qnalifled  for  the  office  of  a 
Senator,  and  therefore,  he  trusted  that  the  h<m- 
orable  Senate,  npon  mature  reflection,  would 
vacate  hia  seat. 

Mr.  Gallatdt  closed  hia  defence  in  a  short 
speech,  wherein  he  qnoted  FaftaZ,  p.  1Q7,  and 
expired  the  43d  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
Peansylvania^  the  liberal  construction  of  whid), 
he  sdd.  was  m  Iiis  favor,  and  the  constniction 
contended  for  by  the  counsel,  abanrd.  He  fin- 
ished by  reading  a  passage  from  Lord  Saeori'$ 
works,  to  show  that  where  tbere  is  any  doubt 
in  the  laws,  it  shonld  operate  in  favor  of  the 
defendant,  and  he  accordingly  made  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Senate  would  validate  Us  election. 


Ordered,  That  the  fbrthv  oonsidcniiarf 
tlie  subject  be  postponed  until  Monday  lot 

A  motion  was  made  as  fbliows ; 

"Amilvtd,  Tlist  Aixanr  Galuih,  idaalii  ' 
tUi  Haon  ta  a  member  Tor  Hie  StaM  rf  PemjW 
ula,  ii  dniy  qualiSsd  ror,  moA  ebcted  b^  i  Mk  ' 
tha  Senate  of  tbe  United  States.*  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  oondderation  of  Uuin 
don  be  postooned  until  Monday  neit,  ud  U 
a  numbM'  or  copies  of  the  fourtik  srticU  d  h 
First  Confederation  of  the  United  Sua  k 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


ILmtDkt,  Febrnary  34 
Tie  Senate  reanmed  the  considnMini  rf  i* 
motion  made  tbe  twenty-second  instant,  on  di 
report  of  the  oommittee  on  the  petition  of  Q» 
rad  Laub,  and  others,  req>ecting  the  electicii  i 
Mr.  QAiiATUr  to  he  a  Senator  of  tlie  rirB' 
States;  andjafter  progress, 

Ordered,  That  tbe  further  et 
of  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Fm>AT,  Febniary  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonMdenticn  of  it 
3Sd  instant,  on  the  report  of  the  committMii 
the  petition  of  Conrad  Laub,  and  otbm,  n^ 
ing  tbe  election  of  Mr.  Gixi^ns  le  be  ■  w 
tor  of  the  United  States. 

And,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  Uwnnte 

"amhtd,  Hat  Aunr  Qau-axh,  wtmd't*' 
Hoon  M  s  member  for  tbe  State  ef  Pnu^n'^' 
duly  qDali£ed  for,  ajid  duoted  to,  a  leat  k  tbi  Sb* 
Bta  of  the  United  States:  ' 

It  passed  m  tbe  negattre— yeas  It,  n^H 
as  foUowB : 

Tua.— MesOK  Bradlev,  Brawn,  Bonr,  Bullae,  B- 
iT«rd>,  Gunn.  ludktaa,  "Laxi^^m,  lUi6a,  Hnn^ 
Roluaiaa,  and  Taykr. 

KATi.--MMn.  BntdJbri,  Caliol,  EIbinaa,F<>>ai 


"  ftwo/iHMt  That  ftte  election  rf  Ausn  GiuJW 
..  beaSenatoroftheUriled  Slate*  wai  Tod,  bt  «■ 
having  been  a  citiien  of  the  United  Statu  tin  Vt 
of  yaait  leqniieilaaaqitailfieatioo  tobeaScgtt'* 
flie  United  tttatesi " 

A  motion  was  mode  Ut  diride  the  qo»6a 
at  the  word  "  void ;  "  and, 

0        ■     ■ 

the 


On  motion  to  agree  to  the  first  paragraph' " 
e  motion  so  divided,  it  passed  in  the  aflin* 

tive— yeas  14,  nays  12,  as  foUowa: 

Yeab.— MeuTB.  Bradftnd,  Cabot,  EUnrortb,  F««J 

Frelinrimr«en,    Hawtiia,    Imrd,  Eflg,  Vnt"^ 

Milcbrfl,  Hairis,  Potta,  Strong,  and  Vinii«. 
Nats.— Messn.  BnidleT,  Broira,  Brar,  B™^ 

ward*,    Gunn,  Jackton,  Langdon,   Uartia.  MmiM 

RoUdmo,  and  Taylor. 
On  motion  to  adopt  theresoJotionasfoDi"*' 
";!<«irf«dl'Ili»ttb«elect«mofAijmiG/^ 
be  a  Senator  iJ  the  United  Stalei  mi  Toii  >«  "^ 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESB. 

ElteUm  <!fKmms  JohnM. 


tKviag  been  a  dtliM  of  As  Unlled  Statu  ths  tena 
€  jtmxt  raqniradM  %  qnaliSMtioa  to  b«  »  Saartnt  rf 
faa  United  Statu : ' 

It  passed  in  the  afBrmatiTe — yeas  14,  ni^  13. 

S^lvei,  That  an  attested  ^pj  of  the  reeo- 
ntioa  of  the  Senate,  deolarioK  the  eleatioD  of 
&J.BKBT  GixLATiN  to  be  voic^  be  transmitted 
iy  tha  pBEBiDKn  of  the  Setiate  to  the  Eiecu- 
dve  of  tha  Commonwealth  of  FeDSBylTania, 

Fridat,  Uarch  T. 


Senate,  that  the  Hoiue  ot  Repre- 
■eutatJTea  have  pawed  a  bill,  mtitled  "  An  act 
to  pR>hU>it  the  eariTiiig  on  the  alaTe  trade  from 
the  United  Statea  to  bot  foreign  place  or  eonn- 
try ;  "  aleo,  a  biU,  entitled  "  An  aot  linuting  the 
time  for  j^eaenting  olaima  for  destroyed  oertifi- 
cAtas  of  certiun  descrlpdona;"  in  which  bills, 
severally,  they  derire  the  ooncmrenoe  of  the 
Seiutte. 

TaussDAT,  Haroh  18. 

The  hiO  anthorizlng  and  directing  the  eettle- 
ment  of  the  aceoanta  of  M^or  Oeneral  Lavat- 
BTTV  was  read  the  third  time. 

Bttohedy  That  this  bill  pass,  that  it  be  en- 
groeaed,  and  that  the  title  theiWbe  "An  act 
allowing  to  If^or  General  Layatzttx  his  pay 
and  emolnments  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Statea." 

WnnnanjLT,  Ilarohl9. 
The  Inn  sent  trom  the  Honse  of  BepreMnta- 
tiT«a  for  eonoQiTenoe,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  canying  on  the  slave  trade  from  the 
United  States  to  any  foreign  place  or  oonntry," 
wa>  read  tha  Uilrd  time  and  passed. 

TbraiDAT,  Uaroh  90. 

The  lin  to  anthoriie  the  Pnasiniirr  or  the 

Ukttsd  Statis,  In  oert^  coses,  to  alter  the 

jda^e  for  holding  aseealoo  of  Congress,  was  read 

the  second  time. 

UoKDAi,  March  24. 

KimxT  JoBKB  iq)peared  and  prodnoed  his 
credentials  of  an  appointment  by  die  Ooremor 
of  the  State  of  Delaware  as  a  Senator  for  the 
United  Statea,  which  were  read. 

Wbeteapon,  it  was  moved  that  they  be  refer- 
red to  the  conrideration  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Electlou  before  the  add  Ekkbbi  Jontre  shonld 
be  p«nnitted  to  qnali:^,  who  are  directed  to  re- 
port thereon ;  and  it  pueed  in  the  nffirmatlTe — 
yeu  13,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Yui. — Heun.  Bradley,  Brown,  Burr,  E^wardi, 

tin,  Hmuroe,  RobinKni,  and  Taylor. 

HArtl— Heon  Bradford,  Cabot,  Ellnniith,  Focter, 
Fnlir^nyMo,  Jiaid,  HitduOl,  Ifonii,  Fotti,  Batb- 
■&ri,Stn»^  md  Vbdng. 

The  Senate  reenmed  the  second  readingof  the 
hiU  to  anUiorize  the  PBDemEHi  or  trx  Cn 


Statu,  in  certain  cases,  to  a]t«r  the  place  for 
holding  a  session  of  Congress. 

TuasnAT,  Uarch25. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Fbxsidrst  or  vta 
UmTRD  States,  in  certain  oases,  to  alter  the 
place  for  boldhig  a  season  of  Oongress,  was 
read  tha  third  time ;  and,  being  amended, 

JiosobttZ,  That  this  bill  paaa,  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, and  that  the  title  thereof  ba,  "  An  aot 
to  anthorize  the  PustnEiR  or  THB  UNirKD 
Statxb,  in  certain  cases,  to  alter  the  place  of 
holding  a  session  of  Congresk" 

IfEDNBSDAT,  Uarch  26. 

The  bill,  sent  &t>m  the  Boosa  of  Bepreaenta. 

tivea  for  oononrrenoe,  enUtled  "An  aot  limttifw 

the  time  for  preeeatlne  olainie  for  destroyed 

oertifloBtea  of  certain  deeor^)tlon8,"  waa  read 

the  third  time. 

Sttohed,  That  this  triB  paea  with  amendments 

A  message  from  the  Eonse  of  Representativee 

informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 

"  A  resolation  laying  an  embargo  on  the  vessels 

in  the  porta  of  the  United  States:"  in  which 

they  deeire  the  ooncnrrence  of  the  senate. 

FunAT,  Uarch  36. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  conrideration  of  tha 

report  of  the  Coimnittee  of  Elections,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  credentials  of  Kensey  Johns, 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States; 
which  report  is  as  follows : 

"The  ConualttM  ot  Elwition%  to  vhrnn  were  re- 
feired  tlie  eradmttali  of  an  aj^oiotnMot  by  Oa  Oor- 
omar  of  tha  State  itf  Dalawim,  of  KnM7  Johns,  aj  a 
Soiatei  «f  Om  United  StatMi  having  had  dw  sama 

"  T^  G«^  BMdCa  Senator  for  tha  State  ol 
Delaware,  mlgiMdliimatnpoD  the  18th  day  of  De- 
osmber,  I7S8vanddnriiigthano«Mof  ihelit^iJatnn 
of  nid  State. 

"That  tba  Ltgiilatore  of  die  sud  State  nut  In 
January,  and  a^onmed  in  Febmaiy,  ITM. 

"  Tbo^  ijioD  the  19th  day  of  March,  and  rahae- 
qpent  to  the  a4ioiirDiiunt  oT  tfae  laid  Legidatnn, 
Eanaey  Johni  waa  appofnied,  by  the  Qtrremor  of  Mid 
State,  to  fill  thsTaoaiH^  oooadoned  by  ttw  redgna- 


Wheienpon,  the  oommittea  nlanit  tha  fbUowIi^ 


"SaelveJ,  That  KenMy  Johiu,  appcdnted  by  tha 
OonnioT  of  tfae  State  of  Delaware,  aa  a  Sanator  <£ 
the  Unitsd  Stutaa,  for  nid  Stete,  Ii  not  endtled  to  a 
■eat  in  the  Seoata  of  tbe  United  Statea ;  a  seaion  of 
tfae  LegiiUtiira  of  the  aud  State  haTliig  inlervaDed 
between  the  reugnatioa  rf  (he  nid  Qeotge  Bead  and 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Kenaey  Johna" 

On  the  qneetion  to  agree  to  this  report,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  SO,  nays  7,  aa 
follows: 

Ybab. — Meaoa.  Bradford,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnir, 
BotW,   Cabot,  Edward^  ElUwtirtb,  Fielingfanym^ 


.^1^- 


ABRIDGMENT  OV  THE 


AiSt 


Natl— MNcn.  Foiter,  laid,  Monu,  Potto,  Rath- 
wford,  Strong,  and  Ylniiig. 

SetolMd,  That  &n  attested  oopj  of  the  rwoln- 
tioD  of  the  Senate,  on  the  appointmeat  of  KbD' 
Mj  Johns  to  be  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
be  transmitted,  by  the  Fbisidirt  of  th«  Senate, 
to  the  ExeontiTe  of  the  Btate  of  Delaware. 

Ti7ttni.T,  U&)-SO. 


GMIoM*  t/-dc  AwA,  and 

^(i(  ir«ue  a/  fyprttntadim : 
la  ths  oommutuoBtiaiu  whioh  I  h^TS  made  to  Cos- 
gittt  dnridg  ths  pnMent  wuion  relatiTg  to  fonign 
nationa,  I  ban  omitted  m  ouwlonl^  of  tcstifyiDg 
mj  aiixifl^  to  pmtem  tha  Umled  StaCea  in  paua. 
It  ii  pacnluui^,  th«r«lbn,  tnj  dot;,  at  thii  tini«  to 
laf  befora  too  tbo  pnsuit  itsto  o[  certain  hoftilB 
tbraatj  igauut  the  tenltoriai  of  Spain  in  oar  ncigh- 

Tlu  doconlenti  which  tooampuij  thii  mswags  da< 
Telopa  ttie  maaanrca  which  I  have  talua  to  auppnia 
dwni,  and  the  inlelUguice  wliich  haa  bean  ItMj  re- 
It  will  be  aean  tnm  tbaooe  that  the  aalyeat  baa 
not  bean  negleetad ;  that  ereij  power  Teited  in  the 
Eieostive  oD  awili  oecadona  baa  bean  wetted ;  and 
that  then  waa  leaaoa  to  beltare  that  the  entupriaa 
projected  agiUoat  the  Spaniah  dominiona  waa  ralin- 
qniihed. 

Bnt  it  a^eai*  to  have  been  mvived  apon  princ^lea 
which  aat  pnblic  onlar  at  defiance,  aiid  place  tha 
peace  of  the  United  Statea  in  the  diacration  of  onan- 
thoriced  indivldnala.  Tha  mean*  aheady  depoaited 
latbedifiiratdepaitmentaof  OoTemmantan  ibawn, 
b)-  e^ierienDe,  not  to  be  adeqaata  to  these  high  eii- 
geatiit,  altboo^  ancfa  of  tbem  u  are  lodged  in  the 
bandaof  ^  Exeontive  ahall  oontinoa  to  be  medvitfa 
promptnaaa,  enern,  aitd  de<duon,  piwortioned  to  the 
caaa.  Bat  I  am  impelled,  bj  the  poaltioD  of  oar  pnb^ 
He  pBFaira,  to  leocaamand  that  pronmoo  be  made  COc 
a  (Aii^ei  and  more  vigorooa  o|^oaitian  than  obd  be 
mider  the  lawa  aa 


£ern> 


The  If  essage  and  pwers  therein  refemd  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  ooosdenSoL 

VKDnsDAX,  Hay  91. 

The  following  Meesage  was  received  from  ttt 

Pbisidknt  or  tkk  UHirso  States;  { 


I  lay  bafine  yon,  in  oonfidmoe,  mndi^  papn  ^ 
wbloh  jon  win  penmve  the  etate  of  afbn*  betna 
na  and  the  Six  Nationa,  and  the  probable  bidb  Ii 
which  Ii  ia  oirlag;  and  alio  certain  loibmtiici, 
wherebj  it  would  appear  that  eome  encmadiiMl 
vaa  aboni  to  be  made  oai  oar  twritoi7  by  aa  sSo 
and  part;  of  Britiab  troafM  Procmdins  upon  >  af- 
podnon  of  the  aotheoticiV  of  thia  injbniiatkn,  i- 
though  cf  a  private  natore,  I  have  eanied  6k  ^|■^ 
•entation  to  be  made  to  the  BritUi  HiniMar,  i  C((T 
of  which  aooompaniaa  tbta  Heaaage. 

It  cannot  be  neoataary  to  comment  npcn  lb  n? 
aertoaa  natoie  of  inch  an  encToadunaat,  nor  Is  iii|t 
that  tMa  new  atate  of  ddn^  enggeeb  til*  pnfrialT 
of  placing  the  United  Stataa  in  a  poatara  oT  eiklail 
pr^aintian  for  an  event  which,  notwithrtanfffig  *> 
eudeavon  making  to  avert  i^  ma^,  by  dicomCaai 
beyond  our  contnJ,  be  fbrced  i^iod  oj. 

G.  WASHiyGTOS. 

Unm  Srans,  Jfi^  31, 1794. 

The  Ifessage  and  papers  ther«n  referrri  to 
were  reod,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  «    "   "'" 


HoNDAT,  June  i. 

A  meesage  fiwn  the  Honse  of  RepieseatHiTa 

informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Howe,  h*<1o| 

finished  the  buRoeas  of  the  scerion,  are  ihA 

toa^Joom. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  noti:^  the  Sum 
of  Representatives,  that  the  Senate  likn^ 
having  fluisbed  the  bosinees  of  the  ae9a<n,>n 
about  to  a^ionm;  and,  he  having  reported  tbil 
he  had  delivered  the  message,  the  Pbisiddt  d 
the  Senate,  confonnabljta  the  reaolatJonoftl* 
6th  instant,  a^onmed  the  Senate  to  the  ^ 
appointed  by  law  fer  the  nest  meeting  of  Coif 
greas. 


oyGoot^lc 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 


THIRD  COSGRESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 


FBOCEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


HoNDAT,  December  9, 17B8. 

Tbia  being  the  daj  appointed  hj  the  ooneti- 
tation  for  the  meeting  of  the  present  Ctmgnm, 
the  foUowii^  memb^  appeared  and  took  fheir 
■eats: 

Aom  IfeiB  Sampthire. — Nioholu  Giuuk, 
Jobs  S.  Shesbubsx,  isssstiks.  Surra,  &nd 
Faihb  WmaiTE. 

From  MauachiuetU. — SnEABJAeHOB  Boiibnx, 
David  Cobb,  Heksi  Dkabbobn,  Bbiuaion 
GooDHDB,  Samitsl  Holtsd',  WiLLiAic  Ltkah, 
Tbmodose  SsDomoK,  Gkobqb  Toatchzb,  and 
ABTmua  Wabd. 

I'roiH  QmneUieut. — Akasa  Lbakhep,  Ubiah 
Tbaokt,  JoiTATHAjr  Tbuvbuix,  and  .Jbbkhiab 
Wadbvobsh. 

JivM  Vermont. — Ibbael  Bidth. 

JVi»i  New  Tori. — Tsbodobub  Bab-ky,  Ezi- 
nn.  GiLBBBT,  Hbkbt  Qlxnit,  Jambb  Gobdoit, 
Bhab  Talbot,  John  £.  Van  Au,sir,  Fnii.iF 
Vas  Cobtlajidt,  Petie  Vak  Gaabbbok,  and 
JoHH  Watts. 

From  Ifett   Jerttsf- — Johw   Biattt,   Elub 

BOITDDIOT,    LaMBBBT    OAI>irAl.ADXB,    AmjHIM 

Clabk,  and  Johathak  Datton. 

From  Pentt^hania.  — Jahbs  Abhbtboko, 
WiuiAM  FmDLAr,  Thokas  FitzsiKoira,  Ah- 
SBBW  Gbbcm,  Thomas  Uabilbt,  Whxiam  Ib- 

TIBB,      JoHH      WiLEU       KlTMBA,^     FkBDBBIOB 
AUOUBTUS    HnHLKHBKBa,    PbIBB    MnaLBKBBBO, 

Thohab  SooTt,  and  Jonn  Bhiub. 

Am»  JTorylinMl. — Obobsb  Dbnt  and  Bak- 
UBL  SicrtB* 

From  Virginia. — William  B.  Giles,  Cabtkb 
B.  Habbuoit,  John  Eiath,  Riohasd  Bland 
LzK,  Jambs  Madimn,  Ansbbw  Moobb,  An- 
THomr  Kbit,  John  Nicholas,  Fsanois  Pbbston, 

BOBXBT  BCTHBETOBI),    AnPlimi  VkKABLB,  And 

FBABma  Walkkb. 

From  Kentuehy. — Chbutophkb  Gbbknup. 

Frowi  North  Caraliaa, — Tbomas  Blount, 
WiLLLUi  Johnson  Dawson,  Matthbv  Lookx, 
Natsaiobl  Macon,  and  Albzakdbb  Mkbaitb. 

Fnm  Sottth  (^tmum.— Wiluak  Shitb:. 


From  Gtorgia. — Abbahaie  BAiswnt  and 
Thovas  p.  Oabkbs. 

A  qnoram  of  the  membere  being  present,  the 
House  proceeded  to  baljot  for  a  Bpeaker,  wlien 
it  appeared  that  Fbbdbbics  A.  MiniLBNBBBO, 
one  of  the  members  itom  Penns^'lvania,  was 
elected ;  whereupon  he  wan  condncted  to  the 
chair,  and  made  his  acknowledgments  to  the 

The  House  then  proceeded,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, to  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk,  when  Jorot 
Brcelct  was  appointed. 

The  usual  oaUi  was  then  administered  to  the 


Josepn  WheatoD  was  appointed  Bergeant-at- 
Arms,  Gifford  Ball;  as  Buorleeper,  and  Tho- 
mas Clazton  as  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

A  Joint  committee  was  appointed  by  the  two 
Honses  to  wait  on  the  Pbbsident  of  thx  Unttbd 
Statis,  to  inform  him  that  a  qnomm  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assraibled,  and  ready  to  receive  anj 
commnnioatitm  that  he  ma;  think  proper  to 
make  to  them. 

Semhitd,  That  two  ObHilidnH,  of  different  de- 
nomination s,  be  appointeo,  one  by  each  Hoose, 
to  interohange  veek] j. 

Betohei,  That  a  standing  Oominittee  of  £leo- 
tdons  be  appointed ;  also  a  committee  to  report 
mles  and  orders  of  proceeding. 

Tdbsdat,  December  S. 

JosxPB  MoDowbll  and  Bbnjamut  Wuliahb, 

from  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  their 


*  Tbli  wu  1  pBtj-decllini,  u 
■idH.  l[inhill,lnhbLUBBrWHhli«t()n,Hn<">:  "Br 
MOh  putf  1  asdldita  An  th*  elulr  wm  b»ii|ht  fcrvwd ; 
ud  Ifr.  If oUuberg,  vho  wu  ni^rted  bj  lb*  oppialtlM, 
wMalMtcdbTBiii^orltr  ofUBTotMiploitMr.  Sadfwfdk 


.Coo^^lc 


ABBIDeMEHT  OT  THH 


'B-l 


AMrtM  lo  IJU  Jintidat. 


mL 


KBge  from  tbe  Senate  announced  their 
B  to  rocdve  tbe  oommunicatioQ  from 

__MTi«ziT  o»  TH»  namo  8i*TM.    The 

Bpkakxb  and  mambera  withdreir  to  tbe  Senate 
Obamber,  when  the  PBisDaKt  attended,  and 
delivered  his  Speech  to  the  two  Eoudes,  wbjob 
will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate. 
On  the  retain  of  the  members,  the  Speech 
was  committed  to  a  Oomnuttee  of  the  Whole. 

ViDEmnAT,  December  4. 

pBLEO  Coma,  Jr.,  from  UaHaobnaetts,  Wil- 
uui  Uo<iTOOiouT,  from  Fennavlvama,  and 
WiLLUif  V^VB  HniKAi,  from  Mai7land,  ap- 
peared, prodnoed  their  credentiala,  and  took 
their  seats  In  the  House:  the  oath  to  support 
the  OonstitDtion  of  tba  United  StoUa  being  first 
administered  to  them  by  the  Spuxkb,  aooord- 
iotftolaw. 

The  Eonse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Speech  of  the  Pntt- 
IDBNT  OF  THB  CNircD  Btatbs  to  both  Hooses  of 
Congress ;  and,  after  some  time  ^>ent  therein, 
the  Ohurman  reported  that  the  committee  had 
bad  tbe  said  Speech  nnder  consideration,  and 
oome  to  a  reaolndon  therenpon;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose,  aa 
follows: 

Sttolvtd,  That  it  is  the  ojdmcxi  of  this  oom- 
mittee  that  a  rwpeotfal  Addreaa  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented bj  Uie  Uonae  of  Bepreeentativea  to  th« 
Pbbsidbht  or  nn  Ubitkd  States,  in  answer 
to  fala  Speech  to  both  Honsea  of  Congress,  st  the 
oonunenoement  of  this  seaeion,  containing  assnr- 
aooM  that  this  Honse  will  take  into  considem- 
tian  the  variom  and  important  matten  recom- 
mended to  their  attention. 

Ord«rtd,  That  Meears.  Uadibok,  Bhwwiok, 
Vaxtb,  Hutui,  and  Samuel  SmH,  be  tf- 
poinled  a  ooiomittee  to  prepare  an  Address  pnr- 
snant  to  the  ssid  resolution. 

Thussoat,  December  6. 
Ur.  Uadhoit,  from  the  oommitlM  appointed, 
preeented  an  Addreaa  to  the  Pammsr  or  thi 
UiriTSD  Statu,  In  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both 
Houses  of  CongresB  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Honse  to-morrow. 

FaoAT,  December  8. 

Jaueb  HnxaoDaK,  from  ConcecticQt,  and  Jo- 
SIAHpAIiEiB,fh)m  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
thnr  seats. 

Mr.  William  Burra,  firom  the  Standing  Oom- 
mittee  of  Election^  reported  that  the  committee 
had^  in  part,  examined  the  oertiflcatea  and  other 
oredentjala  of  the  members  retnmed  to  serve  in 
this  Honse,  and  had  agreed  upon  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and  is  aa  follows; 


ben  whose  credentials  were  6«unin«ri,  tbe  im- 
port concludea :] 

*•  Tonr  omunittoa  fttrtlwr  repoit  diat,  In  tbe  earn 
of  JuBK  PattojI,  ratomad  ai  a  member  fin-  tbe  SUi 
<^  DoUware,  the  Execnlive  tf  tha  nid  State  hm, 
together  with  iha  retan,  tnuumitted  a  prMett,  isidi 
'   tbcml^HaolTLattoieT,  of  Ac  nid  State,  agaiart 

«  ntuni  of  thg  uld  Joan  PAmm." 
Orderid,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the 

.bio. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominittea 

'  the  whole  Hoose  on  the   AddtcsB  to  the 

BKBiom  or  iHi  UnrKD  Statxs,  in  anaiwcrto 
his  Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Oongrm ;  and, 
after  aometimespent  therein,  the  Chairman  re- 
ported that  the  oommLttee  had  had  the  and 
Address  nnder  oonaideration,  and  made  no 
amendment  thereto. 

Sttehmi,  unanimtnuly.  That  this  tlonae  doth 
agree  to  the  said  Address,  in  the  words  followiag: 

Si>:  Tbe  RepniMDtatiTe*  <t  &e  pw^  of  At 
United  States,  in  mwiting  yon  for  th«  fin*  time  hoc* 
joa  liAve  been  again  called,  t^  a  nnammoo*  toBim^ 
to  Tonr  present  italioo,  find  an  oonaAaa,  wUch  dief 
embiioa  with  no  1«**  daceri^  ttan  pi«mptilad^  ftc 
iiprnaninn  M  yon  tbair  o(»graliil>ttona  on  so  di». 
ingniihiid  a  tettimonj  of  pnbhe  approbalioii,  aid 
thair  entire  ooitfidanae  in  the  nri ^  uid  patoio)ara<i 
the  motiTei  which  have  produced  thi*  obefioue  to 
the  voioe  of  joat  oonntry.  It  ti  to  virtan  vhU 
have  oommuded  long  and  aniTeraal  nremnoe,  and 
nrricca  from  which  have  Sowed  gratt  and  laiti[i( 
benefita,  that  tha  trlbote  of  praise  may  be  paid  witb- 
oot  the  r«proi«h  of  flatteiy ;  and  it  is  fnxn  tiw  eanw 
■omoea  Oat  the  faireat  antidptttkiaa  may  be  datind 
in  hvor  of  the  pobliil  lu^ppinen. 

TU  United  States  havii^lakon  no  part  in  Ae  n 
whkh  had  embraced  in  Eonpa  the  Fowen  wiA  trbaa 
Aej  have  Ae  most  eitenslTe  relationa,  Ae  malale- 
' ]DBd7  to  be  tegardedsa 


[After  ennmerating  the  namos  of  the  n 


Intormption 

admoniehtng  onr  citilea*  of  the  oonaequences  of  illidt 
or  hoatilB  acta  toward*  tbe  bet^rent  puti«)  and 
pramoting,  by  a  dedantkn  of  the  existing  legal  stile 
of  thing!,  an  easier  ndmiarion  ef  oar  n^t  to  the  id. 
mnnitiei  btioooiDg  to  our  litaBlion. 

The  conneofion  of  the  United  States  viA  Earn 
hat  erUentl^  beoome  extremely  interatlng.  lit 
oommoniationi  whioh  nmain  to  be  e^dbitad  ta  v 
will,  Dodonbt,  arairt  in  giving  OS  a  fuller  viaw  of  Ai 
nbjact,  and  in  goidiig  our  deliberttioas  to  taA  la- 
snlts  at  msf  comport  wiA  Ae  ri{^ita  and  ti«a  b>- 
terests  }f  001  connti;. 

We  learn,  wiA  deep  regret,  that  the  measoies,  dje- 
tated  bj  a  love  of  peace,  for  obtniniiu  an  amieahle 
termination  of  Ae  afflicting  war  on  ooi  froatier^  lun 
been  frnstrated,  and  that  a  resort  to  oflbnsve  mes- 
raiea  should  have  again  become  necctmy.  Aa  tbt 
latter,  hDwever.  most  be  lendetvd  more  sadafactarT, 
in  proportion  lo  the  ■olicitode  for  peaoe,  nuaifii^ 
by  the  fbimer,  it  is  to  be  hoped  thcj  wilt  ba  poinad 
nnder  As  belter  anqiicea,  on  Aat  aiwonnt,  and  bs 
finally  crowned  wiA  more  h^ipj  snooesa. 

In  relation  to  Ae  particular  tnbe  of  iBdianasgaiEtt 
whom  ofinsive  n *""   '   "     -—■<--■.. ^   - 


.Coo»^[c 


DEBATES  or  CONOBSSS. 


[H.  i»  K. 


w*U  «M  on  bH  the  othei'  importaot  nibje«u  trUeh  yoc 
bsTO  pceacnt«d  toonrview,  we  nb*!!"""* —  """  """~ 


ay  clus 
Kt  thli  titae,  fmrn  particol&rlj  enpreiung  our 
CTUTenea  in  jour  uuiety  Toe  the  regular  d&nhu; 


tlwT  clum.    We  oumot,  howerer,  lefMn, 
e,  fmrn  particol. 
I  jonr  Bjuiety  to 
the  pobUc  debu,  u  fut  u 

'wQl  pennit,  uiil,  m  Che  policj  ra  ranornig  tny  ua- 
pedimenti  th*t  ma?  be  found  ht  the  iraj  of  a  futbftil 
■^Umiwiiliilliiii  of  pnhlio  praoaedingt  tbnniahoat  the 
United  Stata%  being  penuded,  i^  740,  Out  m  no 
aulnaot  man  tluui  uieCaiiiereuidal^  be  monln- 
jnzMM^  <x  aa  •otBomT  of  time  more  vatiMiUa;  aoA 
th&t,  with  te^ect  to  uie  UttM',  t>o  rewoKe  ii  «a  Ann 
for  tlia  GoTeriimeat  of  tbe  United  StateiMtbafho- 
tions  of  the  people,  giuded  br  an  enlif^tsDBd  policy. 
ThroD^umt  our  ^iliberauoiii  we  ihall  andeator 
to  cheii^  enrf  nnlJnMiit  which  may  omitribide  to 
render  them  condociTe  to  the  dignity  ai  well  ai  to 
tiw  welhre  of  the  United  States.  And  we  join  with 
joQ  In  impknng  that  Bein^  on  whow  will  the  fhle 
at  DMiou  depoodi^  to  oroiRi  with  waceai  oar  molnal 
uiM^iianin. 

Stmohfd,  That  Mr,  Bpuksb,  attended  by  the 
do  present  the  said  Addrras,  and  that 
-  -  —  Hr,  Sbdowiok,  and  Mr,  Habtlbt, 
be  a  committee  to  wut  on  the  Pbksidkiit,  to 
know  when  and  where  It  will  be  convenient  for 

Ur.  Madisoh,  from  tjie  oommittee  apMnnted 
to  wait  OD  the  FauiDEirr  of  the  TJinTU> 
BtatkSj  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be 
convenient  for  him  to  receive  the  Address  of  thia 
Honee,  in  answer  to  his  Speech  to  both  Hoases 
of  CoDgress,  reported  that  tJie  committee  had 
waited  on  the  Fbeswvut,  who  ugniGed  to  them 
that  it  would  be  convenient  to  him  to  receive 
the  a^d  Address  at  12  o'clock,  to-morrow,  at  hia 
owabooae. 

SauuttAY,  December  7. 

"Pnxa  'Wamwobth,  from  Masaacbnaetta,  and 
Joseph  Kkviujc,  fW)m  Virginia,  appeared,  pn>- 
diKwd  their  oredentiala,  and  took  their  seatB. 

The  Spkakxb,  attended  by  the  HoW,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  Pbsbwkut  of  thi 
United  SrATEa,  and  there  presented  to  him  the 
Address  of  this  Uonse,  in  answer  to  his  Speech 
to  both  Houses  of  Congreea ;  to  which  the  Pbx- 
■murr  made  the  fi^owing  reply : 

tiB»«LSMXll:  I  diall  not  af&ct  to  conceal  Aa 
enfial  latirfhctlon  whkth  I  derive  firom  the  AddttM 
of  On  Hoaae  of  Sa^raMntBtiTeii.    Vhatwever  tboM 


■ooqplad  aa  tbey  wan  meyil.  For  the  ftdfihnlnt  of 
year  antievatinu  of  the  fatore,  I  can  give  no  odier 
te  Uiaa  dut  the  motin*  whlob  yoo  ajiprcva 


•eaiuit  dtaintorniptiDii  of  the  pnUio  peace.  Korean 
I  doabt  that  the  nitgecti  which  I  have  raoommeadsd 
to  jonr  attentioD  ai  depending  on  Lef^slative  provi- 
Mu,  wQl  lecdva  a  disoosiiOD  loited  to  their  impra- 
""  '  m,  it  may  be  eipeeted 

the  Divine  bleeung, 
-    ■  ■   --iiMHof  the 
tJQTON. 


Imoe.     With  every  n 
Dm  year  deUberatioi 


MoBDAz,  December  B. 
Gabbkl  OHHiem;,  from  Maryland,  Thoku 
Claiborvb  and  OBOBeB  EmoocK,  from  Yir- 
ffinia,  Josxth  WmatOK,  from  Sorth  Carolina, 
JoaiT  HcHTEB  and  Ansskw  PioEEiit,  from 
Bonth  Carohna,  appeared,  prodnoed  their  oro- 
dentiab,  and  took  tiam  seats  in  the  Hoose. 

TnxBDAT,  December  10. 
The  Hqiu«  resumed  the  rei  ~ 
muucations  recNved  from  t  _____ 

THs  IThitbd  EtxAin,  <m  Thnndaylast,  and  made 
a  fbrthw  progress  therein. 

Wkdhesdat,  December  11. 
Bsxjuas  Bommt  and  Fruioih  M>LW>n, 
from  Rhode  lataod.  appeared,  prodnoed  thdr 
oredenUslg,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  Hoosa 

TannY,  December  18. 

Thokab  Tbedwxli.,  from  New  York,  and 
John  Finoir,  fhnu  Delaware,  appeared,  pro- 
dnoed their  oredentiala,  and  took  their  seats. 

Ordwed^  Tixat  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  biU  to  estabhsh  a  oni- 
tbrm  system  of  bankruptcy  throughoat  the 
UnitedBtatea;  andthatMr.Giuui,Mr.WiLLUH 
SuTB,  Mr.  Aiua,  Mr.  Haxtlbt,  Ht,  Hillboube, 
Hr,  Fmsoioira,  and  Mr.  Bomasm,  be  the  sud 
committee. 

MoHiuT,  December  10. 
Bamuxl  Dxtteb,  Jnnior,  fromMassachnsette, 
JosHvi.  OoiT  and  Zzphutue  Swut,  from  Oon- 
necticnt,  and  RioBAan  WraB'.  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  thrir  seats. 

THirBeiu.T,  December  IB. 
The  Spuxib  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 

fhim  the  Secretary  of  Btnte,  accompanying  a 
report  on  the  privil^^  and  restrictions  on  the 
commerce  of  the  noited  Blatee  in  foreign 
ooontries,  made  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  tie 
House  of  the  twenty-third  of  Febrosry,  one 
thonaand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  the 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  are 
committed  the  confidential  oommanicationa  from 
the  PBESiDKira  respecting  the  meaeares  whidi 
have  been  pursued  for  obtaining  a  reo^nition 
of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Morocco,  and  for  the  ransom  of  prisoners  and 
eatablishment  of  peace  with  the  Algerines. 

rBiDi.T,  December  80. 
WnxiuiHiXDMAiijfhnB  Maryland,  and  Sak- 
nn.  GBmnr,    fhnn  Virginia,    ^peared,  pro- 
dnoed their  oredentjals,  and  took  their  seats. 

IfoSDAT,  December  18. 


Goo^^lc 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


'B-] 


CbnoKTM  ^(k  Owtad  fin 


[Jam 


Thdbbdai,  December  SO. 

A  petition  of  Abram  Trigg,  of  the  State  of 
Tirginia,  was  preseDted  to  the  Hodm  ami  read, 
oomplaining  of  ao  ondae  election  and  retnrn  of 
iS^cu  Preaton,  to  serve  u  a  member  of  this 
HooHs  for  the  said  State. 

Ordersd,  That  the  siud  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Eloctiona;  that  thev  do  ai- 
aroine  the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same, 
with  Uieir  opinion  thereon,  to  the  Honae. 

Fbid^t,  December  97. 
DunKL  Heibtkb,    from    Penne^lTania,    ap- 
peared, prodnced  hia  credentials,  and  took  his 
■Bkt  in  IJie  Honse. 

Wkdhebdat,  Janoary  1,  17M. 
TTbub  Fobiuebt  and  Thoiur  Bpbioo,  from 
Hsi7land,  appeared,  prodnced  th^  credentiala, 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

Thubsdat,  Jennai?  3. 

Isaac  Oolea,  from  Virginia,  and  Wii.uax 

Bakbt  Grote,  from  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

Erodoced  their  credentials,  and  took  their  seats 
I  the  Honse. 

Fbidat,  JanDary  Z. 
Commeree  of  tk«  United  Statu.* 

The  noose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  priTil^ee  and  restrictions 
on  the  commerce  of  Uie  United  States  in  foreign 
oonntries. 

Hr.  If  ADiBos,  alter  some  general  observations 
on  the  report,  entered  into  a  more  parljcolar 
oonsideratioD  of  the  sn^ecL  He  remarked,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  not,  at 
this  day,  on  that  respectable  footing  to  whioli, 
from  its  natnre  and  importance,  it  is  entitled. 

•  Thi  dctaM  on  ttala  idIiJmC  vu  dim  of  the  mort  alibo- 

nls.  ud  meal  repleM  vith  knowledge  of  cumiMrclilprtiid- 
plM  ud  >UUitl«i,  wbicb  our  Ccngntaa  hu  tOnilth»d.    tt 


lUoD  whlsh 
)b  n-Ith  IbrAl^  Mtiou,  ftod 
ilauu  bj  Um  luthon,  wUeb 
1  H  dlitlnel  In  lU 
iatitu  gn  Imports. 


It  ol  tht  dioi 
grsH  power  to  regoli 
HiTB«  thfi  Lntflrp»Ull 
vu  vbullr  dlSennt  In  Ita  nutaie,  u 
gnat,  ftom  th*  power  to  l*y  tnd  eolli 
The  lAttor  vu  to  nlw  rsTenni :  ths  former  to  i»ai«  ii>Udd9 
Into  reciprocity  of  liberal  trade  with  iu  by  making  a  dlaeitED- 
luriiOD  In  tbe  trada  of  uUoM  toOia  dlndTaxtaga  oTtke  na- 
ttoH  which  refDKd  to  eoma  Into  rtdprocal  arrangmnenta 
.  with  HI,  The  ^acHiDliiatlon  pnpoaed  hj  Mr.  lladlaon  wai 
B  per  eeDtam,  and  wa>  levellsd  igaliut  Britain,  and  waa  onljr 
defeated  hj  flre  Tote^  In  thla  great  dobata,  ae  In  that  npoo 
tba  Bank  at  lb*  United  Stalea,  the  genius  of  Hamilton  and 
leBtnoB  were  {dttod  agalnit  eaoh  other,  each  having  made 
oppoilt*  reports  tm  t*ch  qgeatlon,  which  ware  the  laagKtlna 
frinn  which  the  oi^nslng  ipeaken  In  Congreia  cbleBy  armed 
thenii«lTaa — iit.  Madison  being  the  chief  npanent  of  tha 
JeOenonlan  side,  and  Mr.  Wllltam  Smith,  of  Bonth  Carolina, 
that  of  Oemnl  Hamlltoi.  It  la  cnrlou  that  wblla  this 
powar  to  ngntate  Airelgn  gommeree  bj  Congree*,  was  one 
(tfthgehlafcansasltir  forming  tba  Fadaral  Oovaramant,  yet 


He  recorred  to  its  situation  previona  to  ths 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  when  couflictii^ 
systems  prevailed  in  the  different  States.  Th 
tnen  existing  state  of  things  gave  rise  to  thai 
Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  different  psjis 
of  the  Union,  who  met  to  deliberate  oa  wamt 
general  principles  for  the  regnlation  of  <xn- 
mwce,  which  might  be  condnciTe,  in  th«r  ops- 
ration,  to  the  general  welfare,  and  that  aaA 
measnree  shoold  be  adopted  as  wonld  eonoliate 
the  friendship  and  good  faith  of  those  oonntries 
who  were  disposed  to  enter  into  the  oesreM 
commercial  connections  with  ns.  Bnt  what  his 
been  the  resolt  of  the  system  which  has  been 
porsned  ever  unce  f  What  is  the  presMit  ain- 
BtioD  of  onr  oommerce  t  From  the  sitn&tion  in 
which  we  find  onraelvee  after  four  years'  expw- 
iment,  he  observed,  that  it  appeared  iacinnb^ 
on  the  United  States  to  aee  whether  tliey  ooald 
not  now  take  messorce  promotiTe  of  thooe  ob- 
jeota  for  which  the  GoTemment  was  in  a  psat 
degree  inatitnted.  Measures  of  moderatita, 
firmnesB,  and  deci»on,  he  was  persuaded,  w«n 
now  neoesaary  to  be  adopted,  in  order  to  nar- 
row the  sphere  of  onr  oommerce  with  thoae  na- 
tions who  Bee  proper  not  to  meet  ns  on  tem* 
of  redprocitj. 
Ur.  M.  then  read  the  following  resolntimi: 

[The  principle  of  these  resdDtlmii  will  be  beat  nn 

in  the  debate!  upon  them.] 

Ur.  U.  took'  a  general  view  of  the  probsbk 
effects  which  the  adoption  of  something  iiks 
the  resolntions  he  had  proposed,  would  prodnM. 
They  would  produce,  reapecting  many  articlK 
imported,  a  competition  which  would  enable 
countries  who  do  not  now  supply  ns  with  these 
articles,  to  do  it,  and  would  increase  the  enoonr- 
agement  on  aocb  as  we  can  prodnce  within 
ourselves.  We  should  also  obltUn  an  eqnitaUs 
share  in  carrying  onr  own  prodnce ;  we  shoold 

Ithaesaret  b«a  eienlsed  hj  Congress,  and  aemalDbea 
powar  oiatlooked,  or  wnlinmded  with  thai  to  laj'  dotisi  aad 
iDpoatafbrr^Tonne.  Thongh  not  yet  piewlaad.  It  la  a  pg— 
which  has  found  need  lir  Ita  eierds^  aod  wtll  SBdlli^riB. 
Onr  ImmenBO  commeree,  If  all  artloloa  ara  taxed  avaa  uaA* 

and  lUi  administration  of  the  OoTenmienl  would  n^nln; 
s  targe  part  of  It  would  be  left  free,  aa  aftflr  tbe  prnj^^ai^ 
tha  public  di'bt  IB  Pnridnnt  JaAaan'a  tlma ;  sad  as  nay  W 
again  aftsr  the  extJDCtlon  of  the  public  dabC,  and  t^  iatn- 
dnctlon  of  economy  Into  the  upendltane.  AmodantodBly 
on  two-lhlids  of  the  Importattooe  may  then  be  asBlcieDt  kr 
the  sxpendllarea  ottlie  GorammeBt,  Itairlng  (say)  ODC^hbd 
to  go  npDD  the  trea  llaL  Sowthanationswblch  leeelTella 
chief  benefit  of  that  large  free  Importatloq  ooght  to  ivdpro- 
cale  the  fever  by  taking  sonethlBg  Ma.  or  at  a  modenla 
doty,  (Vom  as.  *■  />M  fomnttret  Utudlo  h*  gfwen  im  It- 
cA^rtQtfiif  buHAsna  and  IfupotfHtma;'*  and  that  wae  ^ 
principle  of  Ur.  Hadlson'a  naolBllonj.  which  wen  baretr 
deftetid,  and  that  by  the  InSoenoa  of  U»  mercantile  €am 
angagad  In  eammerea  irith  Oraat  Britain.  A  toll  Tlewrf 
thli  anl^set  la  given  In  tha  flnt  Tolame  of  ths  Thirty  Tasl^ 
Tlaw,  In  giving  an  accoont  of  tha  aSert  of  ths  aattcr  N  if 
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niter  into  the  field  of  competition  on  eqoal 
«nnB,  and  et^jojr  the  actual  benefit  uf  advan- 
iagea  which  nature  and  tlie  spirit  of  o<ir  people 
iDtitle  oa  to. 

He  adyerted  to  the  advaotageoiu  sitnatioQ 
Hub  conntrj  ia  eotitled  to  etand  in,  coDsidering 
tbe  oatore  of  oar  exports  and  retoms.  Our  ex- 
ports are  ba1k;r,  and  therefore  mnet  employ 
mnch  ahipping,  which  might'  be  nearly  all  onr 
aim :  onr  exporta  are  chiefly  necessaries  of  life, 
[V  raw  matenalB,  the  food  for  the  maunfactnrers 
of  other  natioiia.  On  the  oontrarj,  the  chief 
of  what  we  receive  from  other  aonntriee,  we 
Dan  tither  do  withont,  or  prodace  gnbstittiCes. 

It  IB  in  the  power  of  tiie  Cuited  States,  he 
Dcaioeived,  by  exerting  her  natural  right?,  with- 
ont  Tiolating  the  rights,  or  eren  the  equitable 
preteowona  of  other  natioDs — by  doing  no  more 
than  most  nations  do  for  the  protection  of  their 
iutereats,  and  mnch  lees  than  some,  to  make  her 
iDtareata  respected ;  for,  what  we  receive  fhmi 
other  natjons  are  bnt  luiorieB  to  ns,  which,  if 
we  choose  to  throw  aside,  we  oonld  deprive 
part  of  the  mannfactnrers  of  those  Inxnries,  of 
even  bread,  if  we  are  fot«ed  to  the  contest  of 
oelf-deniaL  This  being  the  case,  onr  conntry 
tnay  make  her  enemies  feel  the  extent  of  her 
power.  We  stand,  with  respect  to  the  nation 
exporting  those  Inzoriea,  in  the  relation  of  an 
opulent  individoal  to  the  laborer,  in  prodncing 
tbe  snperflnitjes  for  hia  accommodation;  the 
former  can  do  without  those  luxuries,  the  con- 
■nmption  of  which  gives  bread  to  the  latter. 

He  did  not  propose,  or  wish  that  the  United 
Btates  shonld  at  present  go  bo  far  in  the  line 
which  his  reaolntions  point  to,  as  they  might 
go.  The  extent  to  which  the  principles  involved 
in  those  resolutions  should  be  carried,  will  de- 
pend upon  filling  np  the  blanks.  To  go  to  the 
very  extent  of  the  principle  immediately,  might 
be  inconvenient.  He  wished,  only,  that,  the 
Le^iatnre  should  mark  out  the  gronnd  on 
vluch  we  think  we  can  stand;  perhaps  it  may 
prodace  tbe  effect  wished  for,  without  onneces- 
Mty  irritation ;  we  need  not  at  flr«t  go  every 
length. 

Anothw  o(WBideration  would  induce  him,  he 
■aid,  to  be  moderate-In  filling  up  the  blanks — 
not  to  wound  pnbiio  credit.  He  did  not  wish 
to  risk  any  senfflble  dimination  of  the  pnbiio 
revenue.  He  believed  that  if  the  blanks  were 
filled  with  Judgment,  the  diminution  of  the 
revenue,  from  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
imports,  would  be  connl«rbaIaDced  oy  the  in- 
crease in  the  datiea. 

The  last  resolution  he  had  proposed,  he  said, 
ii,  in  a  manner,  distinct  from  the  rest.  The 
nation  is  bound  by  the  moat  sacred  obligation, 
be  conceived,  to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens 
against  a  violation  of  them  from  any  quarter ; 
or,  if  tbey  cannot  protect,  thej  are  bound  to 
repay  the  damage. 

It  is  a  fact  aotbenticatcd  to  tbis  House  by 
conunuDlcations  from  the  Executive,  that  there 
ore  regulations  established  hj  some  European 
nation^  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations,  by 


which  oar  property  ia  seized  and  disposed  of  In 
SQch  a  way  that  damages  have  accmed.  Wa 
are  bound  either  to  obtain  reparation  for  the 
ii^nstice,  or  compensate  the  damage.  It  is  only 
in  the  first  instance,  no  doubt,  that  the  burden 
is  to  be  thrown  opon  the  United  States.    The 

S roper  department  of  Government  will,  no 
onbt,  take  proper  steps  to  obtoin  redress.  The 
justice  of  foreign  nations  will  certainly  not  per- 
mit them  to  deny  reparation  when  the  breach 
of  tie  Law  of  Nations  appears  evidentiy ;  at  any 
rate,  it  is  Just  that  the  individual  should  not 
suffer.  He  believed  the  amount  of  tbe  damages 
that  would  come  within  the  meaning  of  this 
resolution,  would  not  be  very  considerable. 

Ur.  il.'a  resolations  being  seconded,  were 
presented  and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  W.  BuiTH  rose  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  observations  of  Mr.  MADiaon,  when  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Ur.  FrrzsiMONS,  that  the 
committee  should  rise,  and  report  progress,  and 
that  tbe  House  should  ^ve  order  for  printing 
the  reeoluUons. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  two  or  three 
members,  Mr.  Madisox  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
precipitate  the  discusiiion ;  he  was  content  that 
the  committee  shonld  now  rise,  and  that  a 
fhtnre  early  day  ehoold  be  assigned. 

Monhat,  January  6. 
Jakbb  Oillbsfi^  from  North  Carolina,  ap- 
peared, nrodnced  bis  credentials,  and  took  M* 
seat  in  tiie  Honee. 

Fay  0/ Soldier*, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  for  completing 
and  better  supporting  tbe  IDUtary  Establish- 
ment of  the  United  States.  The  bill  being 
read. 

On  the  dense  of  the  Mil  tor  augmenting  the 
pay  of  tbe  soldiers  from  three  to  four  doUars 
per  month,  Mr.  Isvntz  proposed  an  addition  of 

fifth  dollar,  which  seemed  to  meet  the  uoanl- 
.  ions  sense  of  the  members;  but  Mr.  Clask 
thought  this  last  augmentation  too  great  They 
might,  in  this  way  of  proceeding,  r^se  the  pay 
'in  time  to  ten  dollars  a  month. 

Mr.  BooTT  was  of  ophiion  that  there  was  no 
Inst  proportion  between  the  wagee  of  ordinary 
Abor  and  that  of  miUtary  service.  He  could 
not  hire  a  workman,  who  was  to  sleep  at  peace 
in  his  bed,  and  to  dme  at  a  good  table,  for  the 
pay  tiiat  was  (^ven  to  a  soldier  for  enduring  the 
hardships  of  his  dangeroos  profession.  Ad 
augmentation  of  their  pay  would  flatter  the 
troops.  It  would  pnt  tnem  in  good  humor; 
and  tberefore  he  hoped  that  the  five  dollars 
would  be  carried  through  the  House. 

Mr.  Bmujx  sdd,  that  the  expense  of  living 
had  been  considerably  raised  in  every  port  of  the 
United  Btates.  The  pay  of  the  soldiers  oughts 
in  common  justice,  to  be  advanced  in  an  equal 
degree  with  that  of  the  other  persons  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  State.  Congreaa  had  lately 
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reoeiv«d  a  petition  from  aoma  gentlemen  em- 
j^ojed  in  the  pnbUo  ottaet  of  Phil*ddphi&. 
lie  offioera  of  tlie  vmj  had  been  bdUog  of  k 
dmilAT  neoeantf  of  an  advance  in  their  pa;. 
The  United  StatM  ought  to  pa;  veil,  that  thev 
might  obtain  good  mea.  limy  recruita  had, 
upon  late  oooanona,  enlisted,  and  Hveral  of 
them  in  Philadelphia,  who  never  ahonld  have 
been  admitted  into  ttke  Uilitar]r  Ettabliebment 
of  an7  nation  wlutever. 

Mr.  Wu«woBTH  did  not  we  an;  reaeon  for 
the  proposed  additional  dollar  per  month.  If 
he  had  thought  it  neceewr;,  be  Bbould  have 
been  verj  T«£ij  to  mention  it.  In  tbt  States 
north  of  Penna^lTania,  the  -wtaee  of  a  oommon 
laborer  were  not,  npon  the  whole,  snperior  to 
those  of  a  common  soldier.    It  had  been  alleged 


la  ft  doctrine 

which  he,  for  one,  did  not  onderstand.  The 
preaent  Western  Army  were  as  good  troops  as 
ever  went  into  the  field,  and  much  better  thau 
the  late  Continental  Ann;.  Men  of  a  aober 
character  did  not  and  wonld  not  eollBL  Re- 
cruits might  have  yerj  good  inorala,  and  it  was 
certain  tbat  manr  honeet  men  ^d  not  love 
labor,  Onriosit;,  levity,  the  heat  of  joath,  and 
other  very  eians^le  motivee,  sent  people  to  the 
arm; ;  bnt  it  never  -waa,  nor  never  will  b^  the 
place  where  a  thonghtful  and  induatriooa  private 
man  wonid  be  amtiitionB  to  exert  his  talents. 
For  this  reason,  he  was  ooDvinoed  that  to  en- 
large the  pay  would  aiuwer  no  good  pnrpose. 
Aa  to  the  mihtia,  who  were,  man;  of  tnem, 
anhstaotial  people,  it  was  in  vain  to  imagine 
that  the;  woola  folfil  the  end  of  an  arm;  in 
the  Im^sn  war.  The;  had  been  tried,  and  the 
experiment  had  Med.  He  again  adverted  to 
the  impcwil>ili^  of  nqiplying  the  ranks  with 
reoniila  almve  the  moat  ordinuj  rltinrm  of  life. 
He  never  had  seen  an  army,  sDch  as  it  waa  be- 
lieved tliat  the  additional  dollar  woald  assemble, 
and  he  despaired  ever  to  see  snoh  an  arm;. 
There  was,  however,  an  act  of  boant;,  which 
might  be  of  infloite  service  to  the  troops,  and 
which  he  shoold  take  a  fntm«  opportimit;  of 
moving.  He  referred  to  a  proviaion  for  the 
widows  and  children  of  sncb  soldiers  as  should 
happen  to  loae  thdr  lives  in  the  servioe, 

Mr.  BonDnrar  said,  that  be  shoold  be  very 
■orrj  to  recommend  the  aogmentation,  if  he 
thought  tiiftt  it  woold  induce  numera,  and  sober 
indn^ona  people  to  qnit  their  families  and 

Erofeaaions  in  axchtuigeiorBmiiitaiylife.  This, 
e  thought,  would  indeed  be  a  very  alarming 
oonseqnence,  and,  did  he  apprehend  it,  he  should 
nndouDtedl;  oppose  the  intended  inoreaae.  He 
had  no  appreheuuons  of  that  Idnd.  America 
would  be  in  a  ver;  bad  utnation,  indeed,  if  an 
additional  pa;  of  twelve  dollars  a  ;ear  oould 
bribe  a  fivmer  or  manu&oturer  to  enlist  He 
should  look  very  atrauge  at  an;  of  his  neighbors 
who  ^oold  t«ll  him  that  they  had  embraced 
■noh  an  offer.  Instead  of  augmenting  the  pay, 
perhaps  it  wag  better  to  add  something  to  the 
latiooA;  thoae,  for  example,  of  salt  and  llonr. 
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He  thonght  it  safest  to  agree  to  the  fonr  doUan, 
because  if  the;  voted  tor  five,  the  biU  wooJd 
probably  be  Uirown  oot  of  the  otber  House; 
and  thus,  b;  graspiog  at  too  much,  the  moven 
'  the   amendment    wonld    lose  the    biU  al- 

ether.  Originally,  troops  had  been  niaed 
less  than  two  doUara  per  month.  The  pa; 
bad  since  been  augmented  to  three,  'and  was 
now  on  the  way  of  being  raised  to  foar.  Be 
wished  to  make  its  advances  gradual.  Ifwa 
looked  at  the  sitaationa  of  other  conntriea,  and 

itemplated  the  state  of  their  finanoeo,  w* 
should  be  convinced  that  America  paid  her 
troops  as  well  in  prt^rtion  to  her  ^ility  aa 
any  other  people  in  the  world,  and  tbat  her 
sddiers  baa  no  right  to  c<»nplain. 

Mr.  MoNTooHKBT  q)oke  a  few  words  in  &rgc 
'  an  advance  to  five  dollars. 

Hr.  Scott  said,  that  Pennaylvsnia  had  some 
me  ago  rused  a  few  companies  of  aoldiera  fir 
her  frontier  service,  and  given  Ihem  two  poaoda 
ten  shillings  onrrenc;  per  month,  which  wn 
eqnal  to  mi  dollars  and  two-lhirda.  In  cunse- 
qnenoe  of  this,  the  companies  liad  been  filled 
with  some  of  the  most  respectable  kind  of 
people  in  the  country.  The;  were  quite  of  > 
different  oUaa  from  the  recmits  raised  for  tha 
Western  Arm;.  He  wished  to  try  the  five 
dollara.  This  superior  pa;  was  reported  to  have 
hurt  the  Oontinental  recruiting  service.  He 
thought  It  very  pos^ble  that  Hodi  had  been  the 
case.  H  Qovemment  pve  the  prcfiOBed  five 
dollars,  the  Oontjnental  Army  might,  perhaps 
get  all  the  levies  which  it  wanted  from  these 
very  companies. 

Mr.  HoNTxa  woold  have  voted  for  di  doUan. 

Mr,  Bu.nT  sud,  that  he  was  for  pving  five 
dollara,  from  a  conviction  that  it  was  reqniate 
for  the  service. 

Mr.  Bvu.it  was  decidedly  lor  the  additional 
augmentation.  The  recruits,  ho  sud,  who  ]>al 
l>e^  rused  in  this  city  were  sad  fellows,  and 
not  fit  to  be  trusted.  Better  pay  wonld  baog 
forward  better  men. 

Mr.  SuTH  add  that,  aa  to  the  rate  of  labm^ 
good  men  ware  hired  to  work  in  Vermont  ttx 
^ht«en  pounds  a  year,  which  is  equal  to  four 
dollars  per  month,  and  out  of  that  the;  find 
their  own  clothes.  He  thonght  it  a  very  dan- 
gerous plan  to  raise  the  wagesof  soldieis-atthis 
due,  when  every  artide  was  above  its  natural 

C'ce ;  because,  when  things  retnm  to  their  M 
el,  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce  tl^ 
wages.  The  people  of  Europe  had,  hy  their 
wars,  increased  the  demand  for  the  produce  of 
onr  farms,  aud  thia  had  raised  the  WBg«a  of 
labor.  The  members  of  Congress  had  six  dol- 
lars per  day,  and  it  wonld  be  no  easy  matter  to 
alter  that,  which  he  seemed  to  hint  might  not 
be  qntte  improper.  He  thought  that  high  pa; 
would  only  serve  to  mate  the  soldiers  get  dnmk. 
It  would  be  much  better  to  give  them  some  sab- 
stsntial  gTatifioation  at  the  end  ot  the  sernoe. 

Mr.  WADBWOBTn  said  that  the  arm;,  in 
getting  four  dollars,  got  plenty,  and  he  de«wired 
o!  seeing  five  dollars  pass  through  that  House; 
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bnt,  were  th«^  to  vote  twent;'  doUon,  thov 
nerer  would  be  able  to  enlist  t^t  dua  of  men 
whom  it  WM  expected  five  dollara  would  collect 
A  member  hod  mentioned,  aa  ft  proof  of  the 
poeaibility  of  enlisting  the  aona  of  farmera,  the 
Instuice  of  a  put;  in  one  of  the  New  England 
States,  who  bad  fermed  themselreB  into  a  miU- 
tti7  body,  and  had  gone  westward  in  quest  of 
a  settlement,  bnt  were  cut  to  pieces  bj  the  In- 
diana, He  knew  this;  and  ne  had  likewiae 
beard  of  others  who  had  ainoe  gone  from  the 
■ame  qnarter,  and  npon  the  name  errand.  He 
had  inqnired  abont  their  characters,  and  had 
firand,  Joat  aa  be  bad  expected,  that  the;  were 
Ter;  honest,  good  sort  of  people,  bnt  somewhat 
(rf  a  rambling  ^sposition,  and  not  remarkably 
indoBtnona.  Aa  to  tbe  notion  of  enlistin«  men, 
and  attaching  them  to  their  country,  bj  &ve 
dollarB  a  month,  it  would  not  do.  The  old 
Oontinental  Army  were  very  good  soldiers,  bnt 
certainly  some  of  them  did  not  fight  for  the 
•ake  of  their  conntry,  dnoe  they  deserted  by 
aeco^.  They  were,  howerer,  bronght  back, 
and  fongbt  very  well.  Their  reasons  for  desert- 
ing, he  did  not  pret«nd  to  know ;  bnt  this  he 
knew,  that  they  were  very  idle  and  very  worth- 
less fellows,  which  did  not  hinder  them  from 
doing  their  duty.  Mr.  W,  added,  that  it  was  a 
mistake  to  propose  giving  five  dollars  a  month 
tbr  fear  that  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  re- 
cndtSL  In  a  short  time  our  commnnication  h; 
■ea  wonld  be  cut  ofC  We  would  likewiae  be 
prevented  from  emierations  into  the  back  coun- 
tiy.  RecmitB  wonld  then  be  had  in  tbegreatest 
abondaoce  fbr  four  dollars  a  month,  as  great 
nnmbers  of  people  would  then  be  thrown  ont 
of  emplc^ment,  and  enlist  for  want  of  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  of  adding  two 
dollars  instead  of  one,  was  r^eal«d. 

Kr.  Ouuc  then  moved,  aa  an  amendment  of 
the  Mil,  that  there  should  be  an  addition 
of  fbnr  onnoes  of  bread  or  floor,  and  foor 
onnoea  of  meat  to  each  ration. 

Hr.  Habtliy  was  fbr  angmenting  the  raticma. 
He  knew  that  they  were  too  smalL  In  cnltii^ted 
oonntriaB  they  might  do,  but  not  in  the  back- 
woods, whore  vegetables  were  not  to  be  had. 

Ur.  WAbewoBTH  was  convinced  that  the  ra- 
tlona  were  soffldeut  nnless  on  a  march.  He 
qioke,  he  said,  from  experience. 

Mr.  Giles  bad  been  frequently  Informed  by 
olHcera  In  the  army,  that  the  rations  were  ail 
detlKtive.  In  the  backwoods,  the  aoldiers  had 
been  often  reduced  to  snch  distress  for  want  of 
vegetables,  as  to  go  in  search  of  aom-ns  to  supply 
thcAT  place. 

Mr.  FrrzantoNB  said,  that  he  had  been  in- 
fcrmed  that  the  principal  objection  to  the  rations 
was  the  inferior  qoality  of  the  meat,  and  that 
this  aroae  from  tno  leanness  of  the  cattle,  as 
bting  eshansted  by  hard  driving.  Instead, 
therefore.,  of  a  regnlar  increase,  it  might  perhaps 
be  better  to  provide  for  aoddental  contingendea. 

Mr.  Mfrbat  mored,  and  his  motion  was  se- 
oiHtded,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking 
«tt  As  words,  and  "  four  ounces  of  meat" 


[H.  t»  R. 

Mr.  BwTH  B^d,  that  an  aide-de-oamp,  wht 
waa  his  relation,  aiid  now  serving  in  the  army. 
had  wrote  him  that  they  were  Jnat  now  well 
fed,  well  clothed,  in  good  health,  and  as  good 
spirits  as  an  army  had  ever  ei^oyed.  The 
reason  of  the  common  rations  of  provisions 
f^ng  in  a  march,  was  owing  to  the  waste  in 
oookmg.  The  amendment  of  MJ.  Clask,  and 
the  additiona]  amendment  of  Mr.  Mdbbat,  were 
both  withdrawn. 

The  committee  now  roee  and  reported  the 
amendment,  and  the  bill  and  amendment  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

RetolMd,  That  a  oommittee  be  ^pointed  to 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  alteration  ou^t 
to  be  made  in  the  ration  now  allowed  to  the 
troops  ofthe'TJnited  States;  and  that  Kr.TsvniK, 
Mr.  DiAXBOitir,  and  Mr.  Hnsna,  be  the  sMd 
oommittee. 

TtnsDAT,  January  7. 
Flat  of  the  United  Statet. 

The  House  resolved  iUelf  into  a  Oommittee  of 
the  whole  Honae  on  the  bill  sentfh>m  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An act  making  an  alteration  in  the 
FlaK  of  the  United  States." 

Hr.  GooDBcx  thonght  it  a  trifling  bndness, 
which  ongbt  not  to  engross  the  attention  of  the 
Hoose,  when  it  waa  their  dnty  to  discuss  matters 
of  infinitely  greater  consequence.  If  we  are  to 
alter  the  flag  f^m  thirteen  to  fifteen  stripes, 
with  two  additional  stars,  becanse  Vermont  and 
Kentncky  have  been  added,  we  may  go  on  add- 
ing and  altering  at  this  rate  for  one  hundred 
years  to  come.    It  is  very  likely,  befbre  flftoen 

?eara  elapse,  we  shall  conast  of  twenty  States, 
iie  flag  ongnt  to  be  permanent 

Mr.  Ltkait  was  of  a  different  opinion.  He 
thonght  it  c4  the  greatest  oonseqoenoe  not  to 
offend  the  new  States, 

Mr.  Thatohck  ridiculed  the  idea  of  bdng  at 
BO  mnoh  tronble,  aa  a  consummate  spedmen  Of 
(Hvoll^.  At  tbis  rate,  every  State  ahould  oiler 
Its  pnbuo  seal  when  an  additional  county  or 
township  was  fbrmed.  He  was  sorry  to  see  the 
Honse  take  up  th^  time  with  anoh  triflee. 

Mr,  GuuKur  considered  it  of  very  great  con- 
sequence to  inform  the  rest  of  the  worid  that 
we  had  now  two  additional  States. 

Mr.  NiLis  was  very  sorry  that  snch  a  matter 
should  even  for  a  moment  have  hindered  the 
House  from  going  Into  more  important  a&irs. 
He  did  not  &nt  the  alteration  either  worth  the 
tronble  of  adopting  or  r^ecting;  hut  he  anp- 
posed  that  the  shortest  way  to  get  rid  of  it  was 
to  agree  to  it,  and  for  that  reason,  and  no  other, 
he  advised  to  peai  it  as  soon  oa  possible. 

The  oommittee  agreed  to  it,  and  the  Obair- 
man  reported  the  bilL  The  Eonse  then  took  it 
up. 

Mr.  BoDDiKOT  thongh  it  of  eonsequenoe  to 
Veep  the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  Kentucky  in 
good  humor.  They  might  be  affivnted  at  onr 
rqjeoting  the  bill. 

Mr.  QooDHDi  aaid,  he  felt  for  the  honor  <A 
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the  Honse,  when  epending  thdr  time  on  saoh 
sort  of  bn^oeM.  But,  sinca  it  moat  be  paaaed, 
he  had  011I7  to  beg  this  bvor,  that  it  ntight 
not  appear  apoa  the  joomalB,  and  go  into  the 
vorld  as  the  fiiat  of  the  bills  passed  tMs  sw- 

Jir.  IQniaoH  wu  for  the  bill  painng. 

l£r.  Gdjcs  thought  it  Tery  proper  that  the 
idea  should  be  preeerved  of  the  nmnber  of  oni 
Btat«a,  and  the  Dumber  of  stripes  oorrespond- 
In^  The  expense  was  bnt  tiining,  oompared 
with  that  ot  forming  tli«  QoTtfuinent  of  a  new 
State. 

Ur.  BuTH  said,  that  this  alteration  wonld 
coat  him  fire  hnndred  doltacs,  and  ereij  ves- 
sel in  the  Union  siztj.  He  could  not  oono«Ye 
vhat  the  Senate  meant  hj  sending  them  anch 
bills.  He  supposed  that  it  most  be  for  irant  of 
somelhiDg  better  to  do.  He  shonld  indnlge 
them,  bnt  let  aa  have  no  more  nttemtions  of 
this  sort.    Let  the  flag  be  permanent. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
tsme  to-morrow. 

Fhidat,  Jannary  10. 
French  Emigraati  from  St.  DonUngo. 

Ur.  Samuel  Siom,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Patterson,  Samael  Sterrett,  and  Gostavos  Scott, 
the  committee  appointed  b/  the  L^rialatnre  of 
Uary land  to  draw  and  diatribate  toe  moneys 
granted  by  that  State  fur  the  relief  of  the  French 
emigrants  from  the  Island  of  SL  Domingo, 
made  a  report : 

Mr.  S.  SioTH  said,  that  there  never  was  a 
more  noble  and  prompt  display  of  the  most  ex- 
alted feelings,  than  had  been  exhibited  on  Uiis 
occasion.  He  believed  that  snch  a  scene  of 
distress  had  never  before  been  aeen  in  America. 
Three  thousand  fngitives  had  been  at 
landed,  withont  the  least  nrevions  expectation 
of  their  arrival.  The  wnole  inhabitants  in- 
stantly assembled,  and  depnted  a  committee,  of 
which  he  was  one,  to  go  on  board  the  vessels, 
and  examine  their  aitnation.  Thirteen  thonsand 
dollars  were  instantly  anbscribed.  Fifteen  hnn- 
dred of  these  people  were  quite  helpless ;  three 
hnndred  and  fifty  of  them  were  old  men,  or 
women  withont  their  husbands,  or  children 
withont  th^  parents.  Some  had  credit,  and 
some  had  not.  Hve  hnndred  of  them  had  been 
sent  to  France  by  the  Minister,  at  ^e  expense 
of  the  Republic;  the  rest  remain  in  this  oomi- 
try. 

Mr.  ttxaiwts  wished  to  relieve  the  sofferera, 
bnt  was  afrdd  of  establishing  a  dangerous  pr 
cedent,  which  might  hereafter  be  pervertea 
the  countenance  of  purposes  very  different  from 
those  of  charity.  He  acknowledged,  for  his  own 
part,  that  he  coold  not  undertake  to  lay  his 
finger  on  that  article  in  the  Federal  Con8titn< 
tion  which  granted  a  right  to  Oongreas  of  ex- 
pending, on  objecta  of  benevolence,  the  money 
of  th^  constituents.  And  if  once  they  broke 
the  line  l^d  down  before  them,  for  the  direo- 
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of  their  oondnet,  it  was  impoanble  la  mf 

to  what  lengths  they  might  go,  or  to  vliit  a- 
tremitiee  this  practice  might  be  canied.  Hi 
did  not  agree  with  the  member  who  nwte  Inl, 
that  nothing  like  the  generodty  of  Aaain 
had  ever  been  heai^  of  before.  As  oae  fan- 
pie  in  ooutradiotion  to  this  aasertioD,  li«  mo- 
tioned, that  when  the  city  of  Dsb^  h*d,  ii 
1Y55,  been  overwhelmed  by  an  eartiqualt  d» 
Parhament  of  England  instantly  voted  one  bo- 
dred  thonaand  ponnda  for  the  support  d  tti 
soSerera.  In  doing  Has,  tliey  had,  b«  bdtnd, 
acted  in  nnison  with  the  feeungs  of  tbe  BiiM 
nation,  and  snch  feeHngs  ^  that  nttios  Ik 
utmost  honor.  He  likewise  imagined,  tint  tit 
Parliament  had  acted  agreeably  lo  tie  Britii 
Constitution,  which  allowed  them  an  ioddiik 
and  absolute  right  in  disponng  of  the  moMj  i' 
th^  constituents.  Bnt  as  to  the  AnefiM 
OongresB,  the  ease  was  widely  diffemit  Se 
WSB  Hatiafied  that  the  citizens  of  tbe  T^ 
States  possessed  an  equal  degree  of  TTHgiuairi- 
tv,  generosity,  and  lienevolence,  with  tbepio- 
pie  of  Britain,  bnt  this  Honse  ootainljdidirt 
possess  an  nndeflned  authority  oom^xxM 
with  that  of  B  British  Fariiament  Hb  vM 
that  some  other  mode  oonld  be  devited  Ax  ** 
aiating  tbe  French  sufferers  than  bjsnkt^ 
Congress.  He  was  in  hopes  that  kb»  «Ae 
mode,  equally  effectual,  and  leas  eice^onble, 
might  be  devised.  As  to  what  our  EMMfr™ 
Govemmeuthad  already  done,  a»quol«dftwii™ 
official  despatches  by  the  gentleman  who  ^ 
last,  the  inference  did  not  spplj ;  £ir  ni  inl 
emergency,  a  delay  wonld  have  lieen  eqoiwW 
to  a  total  deniaL  It  had  been  said, thitn 
owed  the  French  every  eentinient  of  grstin*. 
It  was  true;  but  it  was  likewise  tree  thitn 
owed  them  something  else  than  sentitwit^  "f 
we  were  indebted  to  them  a  very  large  oto* 
money.  One  of  the  iuatalments  of  tl'*'  ** 
would  be  due  In  a  short  time,  and  perfuf  * 
might  be  safest  for  Congress  to  advsoM  w 
sums  now  wanted  for  the  French  rtftgWi." 
part  of  that  debt,  aai  leave  it  to  the  d«*«" 
of  the  French  Ministry  whether  *«!■  ™J 
accept  of  such  a  payment  or  not  He  iMW* 
wish  to  press  this  expedient  upon  the  HM*! 
bnt  he  begged  leave  to  submit  it  to  '!*{?* 
aideration ;  and  as  he  had  not  yet  l>e«i »Wi" 
resolve  in  hia  own  mind  what  line  of  OT"?" 
the  House  ought  to  puraua,  he  f*!'*'"^ 
the  diacnsaion  of  the  question  migbt  fiff  »  •"" 
time  be  deferred.  j^ 

Mr.  Claex  wished  that  the  gentl«m«a«» 
spoke  laat  wonld  be  careful  of  preserm*  *f" 
siatenoy.  It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  ™«^ 
had  laid  before  the  Honse  a  resolution,  b;  «•" 
Congress  were  to  indemnify  all  such  f^^I. 
the  United  States  as  hod  suffered  loM*  %^ 
British  pirates.  He  supposed  that  fW  "^ 
there  wonld  be  found  as  little  aathofiiyui 
articles  of  the  constitution,  as  for  reiicTing 
fugitives  from  C^ie  Francois.  .  ,^ 

Mr.  Madison,  in  eiplanalion,  rephed,  tfiWJJ 
two  cases  were  wjddy  different    The  ««- 
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of  America  sidled  nader  our  flag,  and  were  on- 
der  our  protection,  bj  the  Uff  of  nationg, 
which  the  French  Bafferera  anqaestioiuibl;  were 
not.  As  to  the  resolntion  he  hod  proposed,  it 
vas  not  then  before  the  House,  and  hence  he 
eoold  not  speak  to  it  with  proprietv.  It  was 
ver;  poWble  that  the  House  ought  find  It 
wrong,  and  reject  it.  He  wished  not  to  be  mis- 
Qaderstood,  for  he  was  sore  that  every  mem- 
ber in  that  HoQse  felt  the  warmeet  ^apathy 
with  the  situation  of  the  sQfferera.  He  wonld 
be  ver;  glad  to  find  a  proper  waj  for  their 
rejiet 

Kr.  KiOBOuts  Baid,  that  be  bad  not  been  able 
to  discover  npoa  what  antbority  the  House 
were  to  er&nt  the  proposed  donation.    If  the 

Suestion  snonld  that  day  come  to  a  vote,  which 
e  trusted  it  would  not,  he  had  resolved  to  give 
bis  voice  m  &vor  of  ike  sufferers :  bnt,  when 
he  retorned  to  liis  oonBtitDento,  he  wonld  hon- 
estly tell  them  that  he  considered  himself  as 
having  exceeded  his  powers  and  so  cast  himself 
oa  iheir  merc^.  Ue  felt  many  obsUcke  to 
voUog  away  this  money  witbont  further  delib- 
eration. 

Hi.  Boodinot  declared,  that  be  bad  nerer 
been  able  to  discover  any  difficnltv  in  the  mat- 
ter. Bpr  the  law  of  nature,  by  the  law  of  na- 
tions— in  a  word,  by  every  moral  obligation 
that  conld  ioflnence  mankind,  we  were  bonnd 
to  relieve  the  citizeoa  of  a  Bepnblio  who 
at  present  onr  allies,  and  who  bod  formerly 
been  oar  bene&ctora.  He  oonld  not  for  a  mo- 
ment endnre  the  idea  of  a  beeitation  on  snob  a 
qoestion.  When  a  nmnber  of  our  fellow-orea- 
turee  had  been  cast  upon  oar  sympathy,  in  a  " 
nation  of  soch  nnexampled  wretehedneea, 
it  possible  that  gentlemen  could  make  a  d< 
whetlier  it  was  our  doty  to  relieve  themt 
hod  been  said  that  the  Hoose  was  not,  by  the 
ODQstitution,  anthorized  to  give  away  money  for 
■Dcb  purposes.  He  was  satisfieiL  tiiat  to  K^ose 
the  assistanoe  requested,  would  be  to  act  in  d 
net  oppoMtion  both  to  the  theoi;  and  praotit 
(^  the  ooostitution.  In  the  £i8t  plao^  as  t 
the  practioe,  it  Itad  been  said  that  nothing  of 
this  kind  had  ever  oecnrred  l>efore  under  the 
Federal  Oonstitntion.  He  was  astonished  at 
snob  an  ofiinnation.  Did  not  the  Indians  fre- 
qnenUj  oome  down  to  this  city,  on  embaaues 
respecting  the  regolating  of  trade,  and  other 
bosinees — and  did  not  the  Exeontive,  without 
oonsnlting  Congress  at  all,  pay  tiieir  lod^ngs 
Ibr  weeks,  nay,  for  whole  months  together? 
and  was  not  this  merely  becanse  the  Indians 
were  unable  to  pay  for  themselvu !  Nobody 
ever  questioned  the  propriety  of  that  act  of  char- 
ity. Again ;  when  prisoners  of  war  were  taken, 
there  was  no  olaose  in  the  constitution  autbor- 
iaoK  Congress  to  provide  for  their  snbaistenoe  r 
yet  it  was  well  known  that  they  would  not  he 
coffered  to  starve.  Provision  was  instantly 
made  for  them,  before  we  could  tell  whether 
the  nation  to  whom  they  belonged  would  pay 
■ocli  expenses,  or  wotdd  not  pay  them.  It  was 
very  true  that  an  instalment  wonld  soon  be  due 


to  France,  nor  did  he  object  to  reimbursement 
that  way,  if  it  conld  be  so  obtained.  But, 
the  mean  time,  relief  must  be  given,  for  he 
was  convinced  that  he  had  still  stronger  obliga- 
tions to  support  the  citizens  of  our  allies  than 
either  Indians  or  prisoners  of  war.  In  the  se- 
oond  place,  as  to  tne  tbeoiy  of  the  oonstitntion, 
be  referred  genUemen  to  uie  flrst  dnose  of  the 
eighth  section  of  it.  By  that  olanse  Oongrese 
were  warranted  to  provide  for  exigenciee  re- 
garding the  general  we^are,  and  he  was  sure 
'lis  ease  came  under  that  description. 

Mr.  FiTzsmoHs  thonght  that  it  wonld  be  ex- 
pedient to  lose  as  little  time  as  possible  in  go- 
mg  into  the  committee.  It  was  hard  on  tiie 
State  of  Maryland  to  support  of  itself  such  an 
immense  number  of  people.  Berades,  the  period 
for  which  that  State  had  engaged  to  Aimith 
them  with  subeistence  was  expiring ;  so  that  it 
wsH  absolutely  necessary  to  come  to  an  early 
dedsion  whether  the  House  wo^d  assist  them 
Mr,  Genet  had  made  a  discrimination 
among  the  sufferers;  some  of  them  he  bad 

Cnised  to  assist,  and  others,  as  arittoeraU,  he 
disowned  altogether. 

Mr.  DazTEB  read  the  clause  referred  to  by 
Mr.  BoiiDiKOT,  but  conld  not  draw  from  it  any 
snoh  Inference.  He  was  very  unwilling  to  vot« 
against  the  proposition,  and  therefore  soKdted 
a  delay,  that  be  might  have  leisure  to  find  pro- 
per reasons  for  voting  in  its  fevor, 

Mr.  Giles  was  averse  to  precipitation  in  an 
affair  of  snch  magnitude.  The  report  had  been 
read  for  a  first  time  to-day ;  it  had  then  been 
read  for  a  second  time  to-day.  As  if  all  this 
had  not  been  sofflcient,  the  House  must  likewise 
go  into  a  committee  this  day.  like  tbe  gentie- 
man  who  had  jnst  sat  down,  he  felt  mnny 
donbts  as  to  the  legality  of  such  an  act  of  bounty ; 
and  be  wished,  before  he  gave  a  vote  on  either 
fflde  of  the  question,  to  free  himself  from  these 
doubts.  He  considered  duty  to  his  coustitaents 
as  a  very  solemn  tmst.  Some  personal  insinno- 
tions  had  been  cast  out,  as  if  gentlemen  who 
professed  constitutional  scruples  had  wished  to 
emborran  the  sntiject  Beflections  of  this  kind 
could  answer  no  good  purpose.  Gentiemen 
(said  Ur.  O.)  appeal  to  onr  humanity.  The  ap> 
peoL  is  out  of  place.  That  b  not  the  question ; 
but  whether,  organized  as  we  are,  nnder  the 
constitution,  we  have  a  right  to  make  suoh  a 
grant)  He  did  not  understand  why  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  Congress  in  particnlar.  It 
would  have  been  made  with  greater  propriety 
to  the  Frovinoial  Assemblies,  as  their  power 
over  the  purses  of  their  coostituenla  was  more 
extensive  than  that  of  this  House  over  the  rev- 
enues of  tbe  United  States. 

[The  motion  for  the  House  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee  immediately  was  then  with- 
drawn, and  the  report  was  oommltted  to  ■ 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Union.] 
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HoTiDxr,  Jmnaiy  18. 
Comrntrai  of  tit  UmUi  &<Hm. 

The  HouBO  again  rcAolved  itadf  into  a  Cam- 
mittM  lA  the  whole  Honse  od  the  Rqiort  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  priTilwee  and  re- 
Btrictioaa  on  the  oommerce  of  tba  United  States, 
In  foreign  coantriea,  when 

Ur.  Smith  (of  South  Oaroli&a)  roae  and  ad- 
dreeeed  the  Chair  as  fbllows: 

Ur.-  Obainnan:  Among  the  varioiu  datlea 
which  are  a^goed  bj  the  oonttitution  to  the 
Le^abtare  of  the  United  Stat«H,  there  u^  per- 
hapa,  none  of  a.  more  impmtaot  natnre  toaa 
the  regulation  of  oommerce,  none  more  gOM- 
rall7  interesting  to  our  felIow>oitiiena,  none 
which  more  eerionalj  (didmi  oor  diligent  «bd 
Moorate  investigation. 

It  so  eeaentiaSj  inTolTSi  oornaTigatinf,  agri- 
onttnisl,  oommercial,  and  mann&c^ring  inter- 
est, that  an  apolt^  for  the  prolizitj  of  the 
obeervationB  whioh  I  am  atxiat  to  Habmit  to  the 
committee,  will  scaroelj  be  reqnisite. 

In  the  Tiew  which  I  ahall  take  of  the  ques- 
tion, disenga^ng  the  inquiry  from  ell  topics  of 
a  pditioal  nature,  I  shall  stiiotl;  ctmfine  myself 
to  those  which  are  oommeroiai,  and  which  alone 
are,  in  my  jadgment,  properly  ooniwoted  with 
the  subject. 

O^led  npon  to  decide  on  prcqiositioDe,  merely 
oommercial,  and  fringing  from  a  re{>ort,  in  iU 
nUore  limited  to  oommercial  regnletions,  it 
would  be  as  iU-timed,  as  it  wonld  be  iiregtuar, 
to  mingle  with  the  diBOtunon  eonsiderations  of 
a  politioal  nature.  I  shall,  accordingly,  itjeot 
fivm  the  inqniry  every  idea  whioh  haa  reference 
to  the  Indians,  the  Algerines,  or  the  Western 
poeta.  Whenever  thoee  anbieota  require  our 
ddtberations,  I  eball  not  yield  to  any  member 
in  readinees  to  vindioalA  uie  honor  of  onr  oonn- 
try,  and  to  ooncnr  in  enoh  measniea  as  our  best 
intereets  may  demand. 

This  Ime  of  nrocedm^  wUI,  I  tmst,  be  deemed 
by  those  gentlemen  who  follow  me,  the  only 
proper  one,  and  that  the  debate  will  be  alto- 
gether coofined  to  oommercial  views ;  tliese 
wiB  of  tbemaelvsa  open  a  field  of  diaoosBion 
Boffidently  spacious,  without  the  intervention 
of  argoments  derived  from  other  sonrcea.  It 
wonld  indeed  argne  a  weohnees  of  gronnd  in 
the  friends  ctf  the  propodtions,  and  imply  a  dig- 
tcast  of  the  merits  of  their  cause,  were  th^ 
compiled  to  bolater  it  up  with  snob  auziliariee, 
and  to  resort  for  support  to  arguments,  not 
resulting  from  the  natore  of  the  subject,  bnt 
from  irrelative  and  extraneous  considerations. 

The  propositions,  as  well  as  the  report,  being 
predicated  upon  facts  and  principles  having  re- 
lation to  our  commerce  and  navigation  with 
foreign  coantries,  by  those  facts  and  priuciples, 
and  tiiose  alone,  ought  the  propodtions  to  stand 
or&U. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  this  comitry  is  at 

E resent  in  a  very  delicate  eriraa,  and  one  reqmr- 
ig  ^spaa^onate  reflection,  cool  and  mature 
ddiheration.    It  will  be  mnoh  to  be  regretted 


then,  if  pasrion  ehoold  nsorp  the  pbee  <d  n^ 
scm,  If  anperficial,  narrow,  and  pr^ndieed  Tievi 
sboold  mialead  the  pablic  oodbcUs  firm  the  tra 
path  at  natitmal  Intereat- 

Tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  oa  A* 
tvivfl^es  and  restrictions  on  the  commerce  <i 
the  United  StatM  in  foreign  ooontriea  is  k>w 
bc^re  the  eommittee.  The  tendency  of  thtf 
report  (whatever  m»y  have  been  the  de^gn  << 
the  reporter)  affieors  to  be  to  indnoe  «  fidat 
estimate  of  the  oomp*r«tiTe  cwditJCBi  at  onr 
oommeroe  with  cert^n  foreign  "«'*■'"",  «b2 
to  urge  the  Leeislatm^  to  adopt  &  odbeane  of 
retaliating  regiuatioDS,  reetrictioas,  and  exrie- 

The  most  etrikiog  contrast  which  tfae  pep- 
formanoe  eridentiy  urns  at,  is  betweoi  Great 
Britain  and  France.  For  this  resKm,  And  m 
these  are  the  two  Powers  with  whom  'we  hare 
the  most  extensve  relations  in  trade,  I  idull,  by 
a  particular  inveetigation  of  the  sniyeet,  ende^ 
vor  to  lay  before  the  committee  an  aaeaaat 
and  an  impartial  oomparison  of  the  eommersd 
svvtents  ra  the  two  countries  in  tdsfnooe  to  tbi 
United  States,  as  a  teat  of  the  solidity  of  th 
inferenoee  which  are  attempted  to  be  e^ti^iiitb- 
ed  by  the  report.  A  ^r  comparison  cut  <mij 
be  made  with  an  eye  to  what  may  be  deemed 
the  permanent  system  of  tlie  countries  in  qna*- 
tion.     The  proper  epoch  for  it,  therrf(H«,  wiK 

f recede  the  commencement  of  tiie  peodiBg 
rench  Revolntion. 

The  oommerdal  regntations  4^  Franoft  during 
the  period  of  the  Bevolntion  have  been  tea 
fluctuating,  too  mnoh  inflneooed  by  momemvy 
impulses,  and,  as  far  as  they  have  looked  to- 
wards tnis  country  with  a  favorable  eye,  toe 
mnoh  manifesting  an  object  of  the  monicat, 
which  cannot  be  mistaken  to  conoder  them  « 
a  part  of  a  system.  Bnt  thongh  the  oomparf- 
son  will  be  m.tde  with  prindpal  reference  to  tite 
condition  of  onr  trade  with  France  and  Grest 
Britain,  antecedent  to  the  existing  revohitiiw. 
the  regulatioiu  of  the  sabeequ^it  period  wiH 
perhaps  not  be  passed  over  altogMliu-  anw^ 

The  table  which  I  hare  before  hm  oob- 

prises  the  principal  festuree  of  the  snigeat  witb- 
m  a  short  oompaas.  It  is  the  work  of  a  gentle- 
man of  oonsiderabte  oommercial  knowledge^ 
and  I  belteTe  may  be  relied  on  for  its  correct- 
ness. An  attentive  reference  to  It  will,  with 
some  supplementary  rnnarks,  ocmvey  a  joA 
conception  of  the  object ;  a  view  to  ooncis«ME> 
and  simplicity  has  excladed  from  tt  all  artitJai 
(the  production  and  manulaotarea  of  the  United 
States)  which  are  not  of  considerahle  !mpc^ 

Aoonstomed  as  our  enra  have  been  to  «  con- 
stant panef^TioonthegeneronBpolicy  of  France 
toward  this  country  in  oommercial  relotioB^ 
and  to  as  constant  a  philippic  on  the  nnftiendly, 
illiberal,  and  persecuting  policy  of  Great  Bri- 
tain towards  us  in  the  same  relations,  we  natn- 
rally  expect  to  find  in  a  table  which  exhibits  their 
re^eotive   systems,  tuunerou  i' 
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in  that  of  Fttatoe  in  onr  faTor,  aod  many  valoa- 
b!e  privOegM  granted  to  oa,  trhicb  are  rehjed 
to  other  fordgn  ooontriee;  in  that  of  Oraat  Bri- 
tun  freqaent  diacrimiDatdanB  to  our  pr^udk«, 
and  fi  Tariely  of  privile^tes  ref^ued  to  q§  which 
are  granted  to  other  foreign  nations.  Bat  an 
inepeetioQ  of  the  table  will  satisfy  eveiy  candid 
mind  that  the  reverse  of  what  has  been  nip' 
posed  is  tmlf  the  case— fbat  ndther  in  France 
nor  the  French  Vest  Indies,  is  there  more  llian 
one  solitary  and  important  distiDotion  in  our 
ikvor,  (I  mean  the  article  of  fish  oil,)  either 
with  T^^  to  onr  exports  thither,  onr  uuports 
from  tbenoe,  or  onr  shipplDK;  that  boui  in 
Great  Britun  and  the  British  Weet  Indies,  there 
are  MTeral  material  dialinations  in  onr  &Tor, 
with  i^ard  both  to  onr  exports  thither  and  to 
onr  imports  from  thence,  and,  aa  it  respeats 
Great  Britain,  with  regard  also  to  onr  shipping ; 
that  In  the  market  of  Great  Britain,  a  prefer- 
ence is  seonred  to  aii  of  oor  most  Tslaable  ita- 
plee,  by  oonmderoblT  higher  datiea  on  the  rival 
artioles  (^  other  foreign  countries}  that  onr 
navigation  thither  is  &rored  hj  onr  ships,  when 
carryiiw  onr  own  productions,  bein^  pat  opon 
aa  good  a  footing  as  their  own  dups,  and  by 
tbe  exemption  i^  sevaral  of  onr  prodnotions, 
when  earned  in  onr  ahip&  trtim  dntiea  which 
ace  pmd  on  tlie  like  articles  of  other  foreign 
oonntries  carried  in  tbe  ships  of  those  ooantries ; 
and  that  several  of  oor  prodooticms  m»  be  csr- 
ried  fi^m  tbe  United  States  to  the  Brituh  West 
Indies,  while  the  like  prodoctiixu  cannot  be 
carried  thither  from  any  other  forolga  oonstry ; 
and  that  several  of  ue  prodnetiona  of  those 
oonntries  may  be  brought  from  tiienoe  to  the 
United  BtsUa,  whioh  cannot  be  carried  from 
thenoe  to  any  other  foreign  oonntry. 


TuEsnar,  Jannsiy  11. 
Ommi^ree  of  On  DniUd  Statti. 

The  Honae  aoain  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittae  of  tbe  whole  Eoose  on  the  Keport  of  tbe 
BeoretoTf  of  State  on  the  privil^es  snd  restrio- 
tiwta  on  tiie  oommerce  of  the  Touted  StatM  in 
foreign  ooontriea;  when  Ifr.  Uanisoir  rose  in 
reply  to  Ur.  Smith,  of  South  Oart^na. 

lb.  If.  began  by  observing  that  he  had  ex- 
pected, finm  what  was  intimated  yesterday,  the 
seqnel  of  what  was  than  sud  against  the  resola- 
tims  before  the  oomnuttee;  bat,  as  there  was  a 
■Ittuw  in  QiMt  quarter,  and  no  other  member 
has  riaen  on  either  side  of  the  uneetion,  he  him- 
self would  reqneet  the  attention  of  the  ocon- 


It  bad  been  moch  pressed  that,  in  the  disona- 
rion  of  this  snlject,  it  ehonld  be  viewed  in  its 
ocanmerciat  relations  only.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  every  objection  that  conld  be 
nrged  on  that  ground;  bat,  as  he  conceived  it 
impoesible  to  do  foil  Jostice  to  the  interests  of 
the  United  States  without  taking  some  collat- 
eral considerations  into  view,  he  should  be 
oUiged,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  point 
Vol.  L— 80 


at  the  political  di^Midtion  and  ocmdnot  of  soma 
of  tbe  nations  of  Enrope  towarda  tlua  conntTy. 

The  proportions  inmiediately  before  the  omd* 
mittee  turned  on  the  question,  wbethw  any 
thing  ought  to  be  done  at  thla  time,  in  the  way 
of  oominertnal  regulations,  towards  vindicating 
and  advandng  out  national  interests,  Ferhuts 
it  might  be  made  a  question  with  some,  wheth- 
er, in  any  esse,  legidative  regulations  of  com- 
merce were  condstent  with  its  nature  and 
prosperity. 

He  professed  himself  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
theory  which  givea  to  industry  a  free  oourae^ 
under  the  impolse  of  individnal  interest  and  the 
guidance  of  udividnal  sagadty.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  ft  would  be,  happy  for  aU  nationi^ 
if  the  barriers  erected  by  mAtuice,  by  avMdce, 
and  by  deepoliam,  were  broken  down,  and  a 
free  Intercourae  established  among  them.  Tet 
to  this,  as  to  all  other  general  mlee,  there 
might  be  exceptions;  and  the  rule  itself  re- 
qnired  what  did  not  exist— that  it  should  be 
generaL 

To  illustrate  this  observation,  he  referred  to 
the  Navigation  Act  of  Great  Brittun,  which,  not 
bdng  counterbalanced  by  any  nmilar  acts  on 
the  part  of  rival  nations,  nad  seonred  to  Great 
Britain  no  less  than  eleven-twelfths  of  the  diip- 
ping  and  sesmen  employed  in  her  trade.  It  Is 
stated  that,  in  1660,  when  the  British  act  passed, 
the  foreign  tonnage  was  to  the  British,  as  one  ' 
to  fbur ;  in  1700,  lees  than  one  to  six ;  in  1735, 
as  one  to  nineteen;  in  17B0,  as  one  to  twelve; 
in  1774.  nearly  the  ssme.  At  the  oommenoe- 
ment  of  the  period,  the  tomiage  wm  but  SG^60 
tons;  at  the  end  of  it,  l,lSS,ie9. 

As  another  illastration,  he  mentioned  Q» 
ease  where  two  countries  happened  to  be  In 
such  a  relation  to  each  other,  that  the  on&  by 
disoouraging  the  mann&otures  of  the  otner, 
might  not  only  invigorato  its  own,  but  traaa- 
pliuit  the  mannfactnrers  themselvee.    Here  tha 

Sain  wonld  be  a  clear  one,  and  the  effect  «vi- 
entiy  oon^teot  with  ue   principle  of  the 

To  allow  trade  to  regulate  itaelf  ie  not,  their»' 
fore,  to  be  admitted  as  a  maxim  nniversally 
sound.-  Onr  own  experienoe  has  taught  as  that^ 
in  oertfun  cases,  it  is  the  same  thing  with  allow- 
ing one  nation  to  regulate  it  fbr  another.  Were 
the  United  States,  in  &ot,  in  opmmercial  inter- 
oomee  with  one  nation  only,  and  to  oppose  no 
restrictions  whatever  to  a  sjistem  of  foreign  t^ 
strictions,  they  would,  of  neoeesity,  be  deprived 
at  aU  shve  in  the  carriage,  although  their  ve^ 
sels  mi^t  be  able  to  do  it  cheapest,  as  well  as 
of  the  only  resonroes  fbr  defbnce  on  that  ride 
where  they  mnst  always  be  meet  exposed  to 
attaok.  A  smsll  burden  only  in  fbrdgn  p<ffta 
on  American  vessels,  and  a  perfect  equality  <tf 
tbrdgn  vessels  with  our  own  in  oar  own  porl^ 
woidd  gradually  banish  the  latter  altogether. 

The  subject,  ss  had  been  remarked  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  wta  not  a  novel  one ;  it  was  co- 
eval with  our  political  birth,  and  has  at  all  timM 
exerdsed  the  'Uionghts  of  reflecting  dtinna. 
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T  trade  and  nsTiga^oD,  «x<jt^  antver- 
ition  and  inquietude.  The  flrst  effort 
thont^lit  of  -was  an  ^plicadoa  of  Oongnas  to 
the  States  for  a  grant  of  power,  for  ■  limited 
time,  to  r^nlftte  our  foreign  oommeroe,  with  a 
view  to  control  the  inflneDoe  of  nufftTDTftble 
regnlattana  in  flome  oaaea,  and  to  oondliate  u 
extension  of  fiiTor&ble  ones  in  others.  From 
tome  oironmstanoes  then  inoident  to  onr  utDb- 
tion,  BOd  partioolartj  from  a  radical  rice  in  the 
then  politieal  system  of  the  United  States  the 
ezperiment  did  not  take  effect 

The  Statee  next  endeavored  to  effect  their 
pnrpow  by  Mpaiste  bat  ooncnrrent  r^nlatdons. 
Hawachosetts  opened  a  oorreepondenoe  with 
TirgioJa  and  otaer  Statee,  in  order  to  bring 
ftbont  the  plan.  Here,  again,  the  effort  waa 
abortivcL 

Out  of  this  experienoe  grow  the  meMorea 
which  termioated  in  the  eatabllBhment  of  a 
OoTemment  competent  to  the  regnlation  of  onr 
commercial  interests  and  the  vindicatitMi  of  dot 
oommercial  rights. 

Ae  these  were  the  &nt  ottjects  of  the  people 
in  the  atepa  taken  for  eetabluhing  the  present 
Government,  they  were  nDiveraalfy  expected  to 
be  among  the  first  fmita  of  its  op«nti<»).  In 
thia  expectation,  the  pnblic  were  disappointed. 
An  attempt  was  made  in  diffa«nt  forma,  and 
received  the  repeated  sanetion  of  this  branch  of 
the  L^latore,  bat  tbey  expired  in  the  Senate 
— not,  indeed,  as  was  alleged,  fh>m  a  dislike  to 
the  attempt  altogether,  bat  the  modifications 
nven  to  it  It  haa  not  ^ipeared,  however,  that 
it  was  ever  renewed  in  a  different  form  in  that 
House,  and  for  some  lime  it  has  been  allowed 
to  sleep  in  both. 

If  the  reasons  wkidi  ori^naUy  prevaUed 
against  mearareesoob  as  those  now  proposed 
had  weight  in  them,  they  can  no  longer  flimiah 
a  pretext  for  opposition. 

When  the  snl^jee^waa  disooased  In  the  flrat 
Oongresa,  at  New  York,  it  was  said  that  we 
onght  to  try  the  eSeot  of  a  generons  policy  to- 
wards Great  Britain;  that  we  onght  to  give 
time  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  oommeroe;  that 
we  ought  to  await  the  close  of  negotiations  for 
explaining  and  eiennting  the  treaty  of  peace. 
We  have  now  wuted  a  term  of  more  than  fow 
years.  The  treaty  of  peace  renuins  onexecntad 
on  her  port,  thongh  all  pretext  for  delay  has 
been  removed  by  the  steps  taken  on  onrs ;  no 
treaty  of  commerce  is  either  in  trun  or  in  pros- 
pect; instead  of  relaxationa  in  former  articles 
complained  o^  we  snSer  new  and  a^rarated 
violations  of  our  rights. 

In  the  view  whidi  he  t«ok  of  the  snhject,  he 
(tailed  the  attention  of  the  committee  partien- 
larly  to  the  sobject  of  navigation,  of  manvfac- 
tnres,  and  of  the  discrimination  proposed  in  the 
motion  between  some  nations  and  others. 

On  the  subject  of  navigation,  he  observed 
that  we  were  prohibited  by  the  Britidi  laws 
frffln  ovrying  to  Great  Britain  the  prodnoe  of 


other  conntriM  from  thmr  poria,  w  our  m 
prodnoe  fhnu  the  porta  of  other  txastrie^i 
the  prodnce  of  other  countries  frcm  a«r  «n 
ports,  or  to  seod  onr  own  produce  frnm  onrtn 
or  other  porta  in  the  vessels  of  other  nnntiii 
This  last  reetriction  was,  he  observed,  fek  ^ 
the  United  States  at  the  present  momtnl  b 
was,  indeed,  the  practice  of  Oreat  Britaia,«B» 
tjmee  to  relax  her  Navigation  Act  ao  fv,  in  te 
of  war,  OS  to  permit  to  nentral  vesedt  i  ami- 
tons  carriage ;  bnt,  as  yet,  the  act  wu  h  M 
foroe  agunst  the  use  of  them  for  imapi*^ 
the  prodnce  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  laws  of  tbe  Tile' 
SUt«B  allowed  Oreat  Britain  to  bring  into  ttis 
porta  any  thing  she  might  please,  baa  ber  on 
or  fivm  other  porta,  and  in  ber  own  tr  io  Mkr 

In  the  trade  between  the  United  SUttt  d 
the  British  West  Indies,  the  vessels  of  tbe  b- 
mer  were  under  an  absolDte  probibitko,  *Si 
British  vessels  in  that  trade  e^ioJed  (11  lit 
privileges  granted  to  others,  even  the  nnn  fe- 
vered nationa,  in  their  trade  with  ns.  Tbe  i*- 
quality  in  this  case  was  the  morestrikiiif;*) 
was  evident  that  the  West  Indies  wen  de^ 
ent  on  the  United  States  for  the  npt^in  tm 
tial  to  them,  and  that  the  drcnmstancM  vhd 
seonred  to  the  United  States  this  sdntfw 
enabled  their  vesseLs  to  transport  the  K}^ 
on  far  better  terms  than  ooold  be  diuw  bjffiil- 
ish  vessels. 

It  might  be  regarded  Oi^ohserT«d)Hi^ 
era!  rule,  that,  where  me  nation  coniDioed  lb 
necesaariea  of  life  prodaoed  by  another,  Ibe  M* 
snming  nation  was  dependent  on  the  prDdnof 
one.  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  KUWfP- 
tion  conosted  of  superfluities,  the  pfoAi^ 
nation  was  dependent  on  tiie  ccnsmiuDg  «■' 
The  United  States  were  in  the  fbrtonUe  *>'»■ 
tion  of  enjoying  both  these  advantigv  urc 
Oreat  Britun.  They  sapi^y  a  partef  li^^ 
minions  with  the  neoessoriesof  ufe;  tbere*- 
■nme  snperflaities  which  give  bread  lo  b^l^ 
pie  in  another  part  Great  Britain,  tbenm 
is  nnder  a  donbb  dependence  on  tbe  v"^ 
of  the  United  State&  She  Aepmit  on  tbeov 
what  shehetwtf  consumes;  she  depends  mtbM 
for  what  they  consume.  In  prop*"*?™,*/ 
nation  manufiiotnres  Inxniies  must  be  iK  ^^ 
vantages  in  oontesta  <rf  every  sort  with  itt  * 
tomers.  The reasonis obvious.  WhatiasliW 
to  the  consumer  is  a  necessary  to  the  nuni* 
tnrer.  By  chanpng  a  ftshion  or  di»P!>w^ 
a  fiincy  only,  bread  may  be  taken  fl?*^ 
months  of  tnonsands  whose  indnstrj  i**™? 
to  the  gratification  of  artificial  wants.  Hei«»j 
Uoned  the  case  of  a  petition  from  a  grM^  '"^ 
of  bncUe  makers,  presented  a  few  jw*  4° " 
the  Prince  of  WalM,  complaining  of  IMJ"" 
strings  instead  of  bnckles  m  the  show,  »~*J 
plicating  hia  Boyal  Hi^eaa,  as  P™8  "*^ 
to  fashions,  to  save  them  from  want  "»t5 
by  discontinniog  the  new  one.  B  *" ''*' 
observed)  the  Prince  who  petitioned  l«™f^ 
ttctnrers  to  oontinn*  to  make  Iha  bncm  " 
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the  mBnn&ctnrers  who  petitioned  their  oiutom- 
er  to  buy  them.  The  relation  was  similar  be- 
tween the  Amerioan  customers  and  the  British 
mannfactorere;  and  if  a  law  were  to  pan  for 
potting  a  stop  to  the  nae  of  their  mperflaitieB, 
or  ■  atop  were  otherwise  to  be  pnt  to  it,  it 
irooid  quickly  be  eeen  &om  which  the  distrese 
•nd'eopplicatione  would  flow.  Snppoee  that 
Great  Britain  received  from  us  alone  the  whole 
of  the  neoeeaaries  ehe  oonanmee,  and  that  oar 
market  alone  took  off  the  Inmriea  with  which 
■he  paid  for  them :  here  the  dependence  wonld 
be  complete,  and  we  might  impose  whatever 
terms  we  please  on  the  exchange.  This,  to  be 
Bare,  is  not  absolatelj  the  case ;  but,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  is  the  ease,  her  dependence  is  on  ns. 
The  West  Indies,  however,  are  an  example  of 
fx>mpletB  dependence.  Thej  cannot  sabfflBt 
irithoDt  onr  food.  They  cannot  flonriah  with- 
ont  onr  Inmber  and  onr  nse  of  their  mm.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  depend  on  them  for  not  a 
■in^e  necMsarT,  and  can  snpplj  ourselves  with 
thrar  Inxnriee  m>m  other  gonroes.  Sugar  is  the 
Onl7  article  abont  which  there  was  ever  a  qnM- 
tion ;  and  he  was  anthorized  to  sa^  that  uiere 
was  not,  at  the  moet,  one-sixth  of  onr  consnmp- 
tion  supplied  from  the  British  ialands.  In  time 
of  war  or  famine  the  dependence  of  the  West 
Indies  is  fbit  in  all  its  energy.  It  is  somelimee 
sneh  as  to  appeal  toonr  hmnanitj^aswell  as  onr 
interest  for  relief.  At  this  moment  the  Got- 
enor  of  Jamaica  is  making  proclamation  of 
tlieir  distreesee.  If  ever,  thOTefore,  there  was  a 
ease  where  one  conntry  conld  dictate  to  another 
the  regnlationa  of  trade  between  them,  it  is  the 
oase  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  West 
Indies.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Sonth 
Carolina  (Ur.  Swts)  bad  considered  it  as  a  fa- 
vor that  we  were  allowed  to  send  onr  provi- 
Rona  in  British  bottoms,  and  in  theee  only,  to 
the  West  Indies. 

'Wedmssdat,  Jannary  Ifl. 
Gmmere*  qf  th»  United  8tate». 

A  proportion  heing  made  to  go  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  "Whole  on  Ur.  Hjjusoit'b  reeoln- 
ticws, 

The  House  then  went  into  comnuttee. 

Ur.  FoBBKBT,  sfler  a  long  pause,  obeerved, 
tlwt,  as  no  other  person  appeared  disposed  to 
riaeon  the  ocoasion,  althongh  he  felt  himself 
unequal  to  doing  that  Jostioe  to  the  snbjeot 
which  many  others  were,  yet  he  consdered  it 
bis  dnty  to  offer  a  few  remarks  whioh  had 
oocnrred  to  him  in  the  course  of  the  debate. 

In  all  OUT  diaonsnons  of  commercial  affairs, 
the  principal  point  to  be  kept  in  view  was  the 
promotion  of  the  essential  and  permanent  in 
toreets  of  onr  oonntry,  keeping  in  mind  this 
mATJm,  (as  tme  in  respect  to  nations  as  indivi' 
dtuls,)  mat  there  is  no  friendship  ia  trade.  He 
then  entered  into  a  oonridwation  of  onr  com- 
merdal  ooDnecUon  with  Great  BrittUn,  and  o1>- 
aerved  that  we  ehonld  avoid  letting  oar  formw 
^^adioea,  orliiaaeSTiaDgfromr«oenttraiu&o- 
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tions,  inflnenoe  onr  jodgments.  We  shonld  not 
regard  the  favoring  of  the  French  or  British 
nation,  but  study  to  do  that  whioh  wonld  tend 
to  the  promotion  of  onr  own  commerce  end  the 
interest  of  oor  own  navigation.  In  thispnrsnit, 
we  mast  keep  in  view  onr  relative  ntoelion 
with  European  nations,  partionlarly  those  of 
France  and  Great  Britain,  and  more  psrtieularly 


(said  he,)  I  believe  this  the  moet  Improper  to 
try  the  experiment. 

If  the  British  Government  have  been  instm- 
mental  in  letting  the  Aigerines  loose  upon  ns ; 
if  their  privateers  commit  acts  of  piracy  upon 
oiu"  nentral  flag,  let  it  at  least,  in  the  first  in- 
stijioe,  be  mode  matter  of  negotiation.  Neutral 
natjons  moBt  suffer  some  inconvenience ;  and  it 
vrill  be  maoh  better  policy  to  come  forward  at 
onoe  and  s^y  we  are  at  war.  We  will  not  sub- 
mit to  vexations  insolte,  when  they  are  too 
mnch  to  snffer,  rather  than  make  this  commer- 
cial warfore,  by  which  it  is  impossible,  in  the 
oonrve  of  human  events,  tint  that  we  must  be 
mnch  the  greatest  suSerers ;  and  how  humiliat- 
ing wonld  it  be,  after  trial,  even  to  propose  to 
make  it  a  drawn  battle  I 

Let  08  examine  the  niliJeoL  Of  the  whole 
ttir  trade  of  Great  Britain,  taking  their  imports 
and  exports  into  view,  tiieir  trade  with  the 
United  Statee  will  be  fbnnd  to  be  one-^th,  or 
thereabonts.  Take  the  imports  and  exports  of 
the  United  States,  and  yon  will  find  that  Aill 
one-half  the  value  of  onr  whole  trade  is  with 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependendee.  Who  will 
suffer  mosti  She,  by  the  interruption  of  one- 
siith,  with  the  means  of  getting  most  of  the 
articles  we  iopply,  on  as  good  temis,  from  other 
nations,  with  great  internal  sources  of  revenue, 
and  a  people  used  to  bear  any  taxee  asked  of 
them ;  or  we,  with  an  interruption  of  one-half 
our  trade  and  oommerce,  not  so  well  off  witii 
respect  to  internal  resources,  and  the  oompltdnts 
of  our  citizens,  not  accnstomed  to  heavy  taxa- 
tion) Letthosewborely  upon  the  effect  it  win 
have  on  tJie  English  mannfoctnrers  and  artisans, 
look  back  to  177S  and  1TT4,  and  recollect  the 
effect  it  then  bad. 

Bat  there  is  one  circumstance  that  shonld 
have  weight  with  every  mind.  It  will  be  found 
that  three-fbnrths  of  e!&  the  impost  revenue  of 
this  conntry  are  derived  from  onr  commerce  witii 
the  British.  Shall  we  hazard  an  entire  lees  of 
this  revenue)  And  if  lost  or  greatly  inter- 
rupted, from  whence  shall  we  supply  its  defl- 
cleno^,  without,  at  least,  in  their  minds,  op- 
pressmg  the  people  of  this  country  t  I  am  not 
a  stockholder  or  a  bankbolder.  I  am  too  poor 
to  be  either,  and  therefore  can  have  no  separate 
interest  in  riew,  and,  where  lam  known,  I  sh^ 
not  be  charged  with  partiality  to  Great  Britiun ; 
bat  I  hope  I  am  free  from  such  unwarrantable 
pr^ndioes  as  to  lead  me  into  measures  to  the 
mjury  of  my  country. 

I  lay  it  dofrn  ss  a  prindple  not  to  be  contro- 
verted, th^  our  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
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In  a  commarcidl  point,  (I  mewi,  pottiiif  the 
mode  of  oanisge  oat  of  aooonnt,  and  oonfiDiiig 
H  to  the  importation  and  exportation,  and  r«- 
■triction*  and  bonntiea  thereon,)  ia  as  bTorable 
as  we  oan  eroeot,  and,  taken  in  the  anregatA, 
fall  aa  bvorable  oa  with  Franoe,  thnr  Naviga- 
tion Aot  axoepted. 

With  reipeot  to  natigation,  I  bare  lonfi 
thought  it  ought  not  to  be  rabmitted  to ;  bat 
are  we  to  enieot,  at  a  moment  like  this,  aoting 
(aa  thej  will  oertunlj  believe  we  BhaU)  niider 
tbe  impolse  of  resentment,  thej  will  waive  on 
atom  of  thur  Navigaticai  Aot  to  the  rasnlt  of  onr 
reaolutionat  ItiayaiD.  Let  qb  not  hazard  that 
which  IB  certain,  which  the  safegnard  of  expe- 
rience has  provea,  for  that  we  know  not  of. 

It  has  been  mentioned  aa  a  grieranoe  that  onr 
prodace  la  sent  to  France,  Hdland,  Spain,  Poi^ 
tngal,  &&,  and  that  onr  imports  are,  in  a  great 
degree,  confined  to  Great'  Britain.  Onr  mer- 
ohanta  moat  pa;  their  debts,  and  enrely  it  is  for 
theiriuterestto  sell  their  articles  Ic^  the  highest 
price  they  will  brisg,  and  purchase  where  iiiej 
can  obtain  oheapeet  Onr  prodnoe  is  sent  to 
those  eonntriea  to  pay  onr  debts  in  Great  Britain. 

There  hsH  been  nothing  to  lead  me  to  a  Judg- 
ment how  the  blanha  are  to  be  filled,  If^  wi& 
inch  high  dnties  as  to  prohibit  tbe  articles,  onr 
chief  Bonroe  of  revenne  will  be  wiped  ofi^  and 
the  consequence  mar,  nay,  most  be,  direct  taxa- 
tion. If  low,  it  will  odIt  exhibit,  without  gra- 
tifying, a  reeentment,  and  the  consnmera  of  theae 
articles,  the  yeomanry  of  thisconntry,  will  have 
to  pay  the  tax.  If  it  ia  aaid  that  it  is  intended 
to  enoonrage  our  own  f^toriee,  let  na  select  those 
which  we  oan  mannfactnre,  and  lay  prohibitory 
duties  on  the  fordgn  articles. 

Mr.  F.  reprobated  the  idea  of  enSering  partial 
or  merely  political  motives  to  influenoe  in  the 
discussion  of  the  subject.  Oommeroial  anbjeats 
ought  to  be  considered  in  an  independent  point 
of  view.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  com- 
mittee would  endeavor  to  divest  themselves  of 
every  incidental  impreiniun,  originating  in  im- 
pubea  from  jwrtioular  events,  and  contemplate 
the  question  simply  on  its  own  merits. 

Ur.  FiTZSwoHS  declared  that,  in  the  oonrae  of 
this  discussion,  he  bad  not  heard  one  single  argu- 
ment advanced  whioh,  admitting  the  premises  {a 
be  trao,<  could  persuade  him  to  nve  his  oonaent 
to  the  first  of  the  resolutions.  It  was  possibk 
that  he  might  agree  to  some  of  those  that  fol- 
lowed. He  was  perfectly  convinced  that  ajndi- 
cioiis  system  of  regulations  would  be  of  infinite 
advantage  to  the  maritime  interest  of  America. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  first  resolution  was 
by  fur  too  indefinite.  The  aubstance  of  the 
whole  arguments  advancedon both  aideetended 
only  to  establish  a  fact,  which  was  already  per- 
fectly well  known,  that  the  Governments  of 
Europe  act,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  just  aa  tboy  think  proper.  The 
leeson  was  a  very  good  one,  and  he  trusted  that, 
with  a  proper  attention  to  temporary  oin 
atancea,  this  country  would  improve  by  it. 

Hr.  U&DiBoir  regarded  the  otyoction  of  tbe 


gantlvnan  aa  entirely  of  a  new  kind, 
refbaed  hia  oonaent  to  the  first  of  the  reeids- 
tions,  beoanae  itwaa  Indeflnila.  But  the  pnipa- 
ritiona  )tiA  before  the  Honse  a  Aw  days  ago  with 


respect  to  the  Algerines  were  fblljr  aa  indefinha, 
and  yet  the  eenUeman  who  q>oke  last  had  la- 
oommended  uem.    The  order  of  pr*>eediDgs  ia 


oonscMunt  to  the  prsctioe  <rf  the  Eonse, 
and  the  practice  (rfthe  gentleman  TiHinplf 

Mr.  Ana  wished,  that  gentlemeoi,  instead  ctf 
indefinite  declamation,  would  lay  their  flngs 
on  cach^rticnlar  wrong  that  Britwn  had  dm 
'■ He  did  not  know  of  any  particniar  ad- 


spirit  of  revenge,  and  to  asoertwn  on  what  sdt 
the  benefit!  of  onr  oommeroe  lay,  aod  whavB 
they  oonmsted.  He  did  not  Uke  nn&ir  ooot- 
pansons. 

Mr.  Niohoulb  aud,  that  he  wonld  not,  at  the 
time  of  day,  attempt  to  detain  the  Hooae  any 
ftrther  than  by  jnst  observing  that  the  practiM 
of  eon^aritoiu  had  originated  among  the  ge»- 
tlemen  who  opposed  the  reeolntions. 

At  this  stage,  the  committee  rose,  and  had 
leave  to  ut  again, 

Teubbdat,  January  10. 
Otnmenn  of  the  ITnUei  i^atm. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Ooo- 
mitt«e  of  the  whole  Honae  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  privileges  and  rerttie- 
tions  on  tbe  commerce  of  the  United  States  in 
foreign  countries,  when 

Hr.  NioBOLAa  rose  and  spoke  as  fc^ows: 

ICr.  Ohairman ;  I  feel  a  great  embarraasmcnt 
in  q>eaking  on  this  snlject,  from  a  distrost  cf 
my  ability  to  treat  properly  its  acknowledged 
importuioe,  and  from  the  apparent  expectation 
of  the  audience.  I  feel  too,  as  the  member  from 
Uaryland  who  spoke  yesterday  &A,  bom  tba 
imputation  of  motives,  well  knowing  that  the 
Representatives  of  my  country  are  tudnstrions- 
ly  reported  to  be  enemies  of  the  Qovemment, 
and  promoters  of  anarchy,  and  that  the  presMit 
measure  is  imputed  to  uiese  prindples.  It  n 
somewhat  remarlmble,  that  farther  north  we 
are  chained  with  selfishness,  and  wont  of  attach- 
ment to  the  general  welfare,  for  a  snppoeed  op- 
position to  measures  of  the  import  of  the  iH'esait. 
I  mention  this  contradictory  inference,  to  show 
that  the  shameM  designs  charged  npon  ns,  are  urt 
proved  by  the  fict,  and  to  place  the  guilt  where 
it  only  exists,  in  the  malignity  of  the  accnser. 

It  is  a  commonly  received  opinion,  that  trade 
should  be  intrusted  to  the  direction  of  those 
immediately  interested  in  it,  and  that  theartoal 
course  of  it  is  tbe  best  which  it  could  take; 
this  principle  is  by  no  means  a  safe  one,  and,  aa 
applied  to  tbe  trade  of  America,  is  extreowly 
fallacioas.  It  can  never  be  jnat,  where  the  b^ 
ginning  and  growth  of  a  commerce  have  not 
been  free  from  aQ  possible  constraint,  as  to  its 
direction;  aa  that  can  never  be  called  a  boa- 
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MM  c^  election  which  has  b«eD  created  under 
tl»^gD  mSneiioe.  The  manner  in  whioh  Amer- 
ioR  was  first  peopled,  and  the  nartore  Bhe  re- 
odrad  from  Great  Brittun,  afford  the  most 
Rtriking  oontrast-  to  the  requisite  before  men- 
tioned. The  first  inbsbitaote  of  Amerloa  were 
edoei^ed  in  Great  Britain,  and  bron^t  with 
them  sJl  the  wonta  of  their  own  conntr?,  to  be 
giWifled  ohiefl^  by  the  prodactiona  of  that 
oonntry.  Aided  hj  BritMi  capital,  in  the  aet- 
tleatent  of  the  wildemeea,  and  depending  on 
Om  same  meuu  for  the  oonvejanoe  of  ita  pro- 
duce to  a  plmoe  of  oonamnptioD,  it  was  inevi' 
table,  that  ue  demand  for  British  cotmnoditiea 
■hoidd  ke«i  pace  with  the  improTeroent  of  the 
ooantty.  In  the  oommenoement  of  American 
popnli^on  and  ita  sarlj  stages,  there  doea  not 

Spear  to  have  been  t  ohenoe  of  oomparing  the 
Tsntagee  of  commerolal  connection  with  dif- 
ferent oonntrieB,  and  it  will  be  fbnnd  that  in  ita 
progresa,  it  was  atiU  more  reatrained.  In  the 
liat  7eais  of  tita  dependence  of  America  on 
Cireat  Britain,  the  prlndpal  part  of  America  was 
occDpied  bj  large  trading  companies,  composed 
of  people  in  Great  Britain,  and  condnctedhyfao- 
tors,  who  Bank  large  turns  In  the  hands  of  the 
brmersito  attach  them  to  theirreapecti restores, 
bj  which  means  competition  was  precluded, 
■od  adependence  on  the  anpplies  of  those  atoree 
oomriet«ly  eatabllahed.  Since  the  Revolntion, 
the  Dnaioeie  has  beeo  conducted  b^  persons  in 
the  habit  of  dependenoe  on  Great  Britain,  and 
wbo  had  no  otW  capital  than  the  manofao- 
tnres  of  that  oonntiy  mmiahed  on  credit  The 
bosinefla  is  still  almost  whoUj  condacted  bj  the 
nme  meaua.  In  no  stage  of  ita  growth  then, 
does  there  appear  to  have  been  a  power  in  the 
consumer  to  have  compared  the  prodnotions  of 
Great  Brittdn  with  those  of  snv  other  oountrr, 
aa  to  tlieir  qoalitj  or  price,  and  therefore  there 
ii  no  proprietj  in  calrnig  the  conrae  of  trade, 
the  oonrse  of  its  choice. 

The  mUect  befbre  the  committee  nstnrall; 
(UHdea  itsuf  into  navigation  and  mann&ctorea, 
in  ipeaklng  at  whidi,  I  shall  offer  some  other 
ootnderaoona,  to  ahow  Uiat  the  same  efieote  are 
]>j  no  m«anB  to  be  expected  ttom  the 
oonunerolal  wisdom  in  indiyidnals,  whii 
the  power  of  the  general  concert  of  t 
monity ;  the  one  having  in  view  profit  on  each 
Beptrate  transaction,  the  other,  promoting  an 
■dvantageona  reinlt  to  the  whole  commerce  of 
the  coimtrT. 

In  oonudering  the  importance  of  navigation 
to  all  coontriea,  bnt  espedallT'  to  soch  as  have 
to  extensive  a  prodnctlon  of  bulkj  artlclea  as 
America,  I  think  I  shall  show  that  the  last  ob- 
servation is  aconratalf  right,  and  that  the  inter- 
ett  of  the  whole  commuutf,  not  those  aolj  who 
ace  the  carriers,  bnt  those  also  who  fiimiBh  tiie 
otyect  of  carriage,  pomdvetjr  demands  a  domes- 
tic marine,  eqnal  to  it^  whole  bn^ess;  and 
that,  even  if  it  is  to  exist  nnder  rates  higher 
than  those  of  foreign  navigation,  it  Is  to  tie  pre- 
fared.  In  circumstauces  of  tolerable  eqnaUtf, 
that  can  never  however  entirely  be  the  case; 


for,  in  the  carriage  of  the  produce  of  one  ooun- 
try,  by  the  shipping  of  another,  to  any  other 
place  than  the  conntry  to  which  the  shipping 
belongs,  there  is  considerably  more  labor  em-  ' 
ployed  than  would  have  been  by  domestifl 
shipping,  as  the  return  to  their  own  country  to 
to  be  included.  On  this  ground,  it  may  be 
confidently  asserted,  that  where  the  material! 
of  navigation  are  equally  attainable,  they  will 
always  be  more  advantageonsly  employed  by 
the  country  for  whose  use  they  are  intended ; 
and  that  if^  nnder  snch  circumstances,  another 
oonntry  is  employed  as  the  carrier,  it  most  be 
nnder  the  innnence  of  some  other  cause  than 
interest^  as  it  respects  that  particolar  business. 
A  dependence  on  the  shipping  of  another  coon- 
try  tends  to  establish  a  place  of  deposit  in  that 
country  of  those  exporte  which  are  for  the  use 
of  others,  if  it  is  at  a  convenient  distance  from 
them.  The  snperintendence  of  property  makee 
short  voyegea  desirable  for  the  owner,  and  the 
connection  that  soon  takes  place  between  the 


att^nment  of  wealth  beyond  the  demauda  <A 
navigation,  leads  to  an  interest  in  the  cargo 
itself,  and  then  the  agency  in  selling  to  the  con- 
siuner  becomes  Important.  It  is  apparent  that, 
as  the  final  sale  depends  on  the  wants  of  the 
purchaser,  all  intermediate  expenses  of  care  and 
agency  ranst  be  taken  from  the  price  to  which 
the  maker  would  be  entitled.  Oar  own  com- 
merce has  involved  this  loss,  in  a  remarkable 
degree,  and  it  has  gone  to  an  enormous  extent, 
from  a  necessity  of  snbniitting  to  the  perfidy  or 
agents,  arising  from  a  dependence  established 
by  means  of  the  so  mnch  boasted  orediL 

That  there  is  this  tendency  in  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  shipping,  is  not  only  proved  OT 
the  commercial  importance  of  Holland,  whiui 
became  thus,  from  her  naval  resources,  the 
storehouse  of  Europe,  without  famishing  any 
thing  from  her  own  productions,  hnt  also  from 
the  varied  experience  of  America.  Before  the 
Revolution,  eveiTthiiw  fbr  European  consump- 
tion waa  carried  to  Great  Britain,  bnt,  since 
AmMloa  has  poeseased  shipi^ng  of  her  own,  and 
in  the  Kortbem  States,  there  has  been  an  accee- 
son  of  capital,  the  export  to  England  is  reduced 
one-half.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  is  still 
nearly  one-half  of  what  she  receives,  that  is  re- 
exported, bnt  it  will  be  found  that  she  still 
retains  a  proportioned  f^are  of  those  infiuencea 
winch  formerly  carried  the  whole.  Great  BriU 
ain,  imder  all  the  discouragements  of  our  laws,  . 
which,  we  are  told  by  the  merenntile  members 
of  the  committee,  amount  to  a  prohibition 
where  they  have  any  rivals,  did,  until  the 
Enmpean  war,  possess  one-third  of  the  foreign 
tonnage  employed  in  America.  This  has  lx«ii 
supported  by  the  dependence  into  which  the 
Southern  States  were  placed  by  credit,  and  here, 
as  in  every  other  step  of  the  connection,  this 
engine  eitorta  advanti^  from  ns,  beyond  the 
compensation  which  is  always  secured  in  the 
first  advance.    If  there  wanted  other  proof  of 
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the  British  intareft  in  tii«  AnMrioan  lungadon 
being  mppotted  in  ^ract  orooritkin  to  onr 
intansU,  it  mnj-  be  found  in  the  oomparatiTe 
■Ut«  of  ti»  tonnage  emplo jed,  wliero  it  wtean 
thai,  ^ter  the  |Ht>tecting  daliee  <»ioe  bad  their 
^ct,  the  additional  tonnage,  to  a  oonaidenble 
amount,  has  been  entirely  American,  and  that 
the  Britiah  tonnage  has  remained  verj  nearlj 
atationarj,  and  in  propcnlioQ  to  th^  nodne 
Inflnenoe. 

In  time  (rf  war,  in  addition  to  the  inoonTeni- 
enoea  before  atated,  which  are  enbanoad  bj 
throwing  the  trade  from  ita  aconatomed  diannM, 
there  are  great  and  important  loeses  bronght  on 
ft  coontrj  bj  thia  kind  of  dependence,  if  your 
oarriera  are  partiee  to  the  war,  yon  are  nl^ected 
to  the  war  freight  and  war  inanranee  mi  yonr 
caigo,  and  jon  are  cnt  off  from  all  the  markela 
to  which  they  are  hoatile ;  and,  indeed,  from 
onr  ezperienoe  in  the  present  war,  I  ma;  say 
70a  are  cnt  off  from  the  market  of  ;oar  oar- 
liera  themselvee,  as  it  wonld  have  been  impoe- 
aible  for  British  veeaeb  to  have  escaped  in  onr 
aeas  last  aommer.  To  what  extent  thii  loas 
goea  ma;  be  seen  from  a  caJcolation  in  the  Seo- 
retarj  of  State's  report  on  the  Saheriea,  making 
the  [ffoportion  of  war  to  that  of  peace  in  the 
one  hundred  ;ear^  as  fort;-two  to  one  hondred ; 
and  on  that  oalcnlation  tnere  can  be  no  hen- 
tadon  in  determining  that  the  intercet  of  the 
formera  .,..,.-. 

should  ei 

But  ti  _ 

rar;  eiclasion  of  Britiih  shipping,  has  alread; 
brought  on  na  the  greatest  mischief  of  such  a 
regulation:  and,  b;  the  encouragement  it  has 
afforded  to  onr  ahipping,  almost  completed  the 
remedy ;  10  that  we  have  reason  to  oonaider 
thia  as  a  fortunate  period.  But,  it  is  not  merel; 
the  advancement  of  onr  marine  that  is  contem- 
[dated  by  the  present  reeolntioos;  the  seonrit; 
of  that  which  we  have  is  also  dependent  on 
them.  The  danger  from  the  Algerinea  has  been 
estim^ed  in  this  House  at  five  per  oenL  on  the 
TesBel  and  cargo,  bnt  the  whole  enoouragement 
to  onr  own  shipping  in  onr  existing  laws  con- 
iiatd  in  the  one-tenth  additional  doty  on  goods 
imported  in  fbreign  veesela.  Whenever  there 
shall  be  a  European  peace,  which  cannot  be 
far  distant,  the  whole  difference  between  the 
two  soma  will  be  a  direct  encouragement  on 
British  ships,  and  will  probably  be  equal  to  two 
frei^ta.  Do  Kentlemen  rel;  oo  the  precarions 
prtMpeot  of  bnUdiiia  frigates,  and  the  more  pre- 
oarioos  service  to  oe  rendered  b;  them  wnen 
'built,  so  much  as  to  neglect  any  other  regu- 
lations for  the  safety  of  our  shipping  when  the; 
ftre  so  moch  in  their  powert 

HaviEig  shown  that  the  actoal  state  of  our 
commerce  is  by  no  means  the  most  beneflciaL 
OS  &r  as  navigation  ie  concerned,  I  will  prooeea 
to  connder  the  benefits  derived  from  toe  oon- 
ramption  of  those  European  mano&ctaree  which 
form  the  prinoipal  part  of  the  stores  of  Amer- 
ica. And  here  it  may  safel;  be  said,  that 
national  policy  by  no  means  joatifles  the  almost 
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exolnwve  preference  given  to  thoae  of  OieM 
BritahL  It  is  not  always  trna  that  the  eoM- 
modity  which  is  booght  for  least  money  is  the 
beat  bargain,  for  the  means  of  psymmit  form 
an  important  oonaideration  in  all  trftffie,  nd 
accommodationB  in  it  may  more  than  annUep- 
balanoe  an  inequality  of  price.  If  one  naan  will 
receive  an  article  in  exchange  which  yon  esB 
sell  to  no  other,  it  will  certainly  be  a  snTbig  to 
deal  with  himatahigh  advance  on  hn  proptrtf- 
If  there  are  ooontriea  which  would  beocae 
great  oonsomera  of  Amerion  |R«dnoe,  on  the 
terms  of  redprooal  oonsamptwo,  and  we  find  a 
^fficnlty,  aa  is  irften  the  caa^  in  Tmding  Ait 
prodnoe,  is  it  not  of  great  naticmal  impoitaua 
to  exdte  those  acta  which  are  to  becNme  (he 
fbnndation  of  the  owoectlon,  eTtfi  i^  in  the  tint 
instanoe,  it  is  to  be  attended  with  inoonTMiieaae 
and  loss  t  France  maybe  made  a  oonneotioB  of 
this  sort.  She  is  at  this  time  almoat,  if  sot 
quite,  (HI  a  footing  with  Great  Britain  in  the 
consumption  ti  American  jwodncte,  and  evo^ 
band  wnich  shall  receive  emplo;iDent  from  ni 
will  add  to  her  wants.  We  are  XnAi  that  it  is 
of  no  less  importance  to  na  to  find  a  eoMnlj; 
which  can  eapply  as  advantageond;  tbam  ocw 
which  will  ooneume  onr  productions;  and  tfac^ 
as  ocaumeroe  ia  no  longer  carried  00  hf  !>■'<«'. 
it  is  no  lees  beneficial  to  sell  in  one  ooontry  nd 
buy  in  another,  than  if  we  oonld  ooraplete  the 
exchange  in  the  same  eonntr;.  This  mi^it  ba 
true,  if  ;oor  production  was  limited,  and  the 
demand  for  it  certain ;  but,  with  a  greatly  in- 
proving  agrioultore,  uid  some  risk  in  onr  map- 
keta,  the  <)bject  is  important.  Great  Brttaia 
beii%  the  bctory  of  those  thinp  which  woold 
moke  her  most  dependent  en  the  agrienltacal 
interest,  and  the  national  wealth  being  prob- 
ably' at  the  greatest  height,  there  is  no  expecta- 
tion that  her  consumption  will  increase.  On 
the  other  hand,  as  labor  is  now  to  reoHT*  its 
direction  in  France  to  the  mann&ctnring  ar^ 
so  far  aa  oonoems  America,  yon  will  take  from 
the  egrianltnral  strength  a  large  class  et  peo|d^ 
and  by  that  means  create  a  depwdenoe  on  700, 
at  least  to  the  amonnt  of  their  own  oonsniap- 
tion,  and  the  wealth  yon  wiU  difltaae  will  givn 
ability  to  thousands  who  are  now  too  poor  to 
bid  for  yonr  oommoditiea.  Nor  is  it  prabohle 
that  yon  will  pnrohase  this  importnat  b^efit 
on  veiT  disadvantageous  terms ;  for  it  is  agreed 
on  all  hands  that  many  important  arts  ore  well 
understood  there,  and  that  labor,  which  forma 
the  prindpol  part  of  tiie  oast  of  moot  artide^ 
is  oonsiderably  ohe^ier  IE  " *'"""  '-"-- 
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Another  very  important  <qieration  of  a  A- 
crimination  in  favor  of  France  will  be  that,  \g 
encouraging  liberal  indnstt?,  yon  mi^r  P^l  ■> 
end  to  some  praotioes  whiob,  in  the  eziating 
state  of  oonsomption.  greatiy  deiaemate  onr 
commodities.  I  mean  the  nnblic  pro viuon  made 
iu  granariee,  and  the  supply  from  them  in  thnv 
of  Boarcity,  which  destroys  the  oompetitioa  that 
raises  every  thing  to  its  just  valae.  IMflbieot 
consequences  have  been  fixetnld  as  like);  to 
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TMolt  from  those  meanirea,  to  vhich  I  Hhall 
give  a  ghort  Miunination.    We  are  told  that  the 

C'««Doe  long  unoe  given  bj  oar  lavB  has 
equal  to  a  prohibition  of  Britiah  yesaela, 
Mid  that,  to  ibe  extent  to  which  it  hae  gone, 
the  beet  e/Seete  hare  been  produced.  To  secDre 
this  operation  from  a  recent  attack,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  extend  it  to  some  branohea  of 
trade,  to  which  its  piinciplee  wonid  eqnallj  ex- 
tend, ii  the  object  i^  the  marine  rceola^one. 
We  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  bad  oonee- 
qnences  from  an  action  whtch  baa  hitherto  had 
good  conaeqaences.  As  to  the  increased  duties 
on  mano&oturee,  1  think  theprom>eot  inno  wa; 
threatening ;  for,  if  there  should  be  found  no 
oonnU?  to  eapplj  our  wants  on  better  terms, 
the  ditninntion  or  oonsnmption  will  be  only  in 
proportion  to  the  dnty.  This  can  be  by  no 
means  alarming,  considered  as  the  worst  conse- 
qnence  of  the  measure  to  men  with  whom  the 
impost  is  the  tayorite  mode  of  collecting  the 
revenne,  at  a  time  when  the  pnblio  wants  are 
equal  to  any  possible  prodnoe.  If  there  shall 
be  found  a  competitor  with  Great  Britain  for 
onr  consumption,  the  great  object  will  be  at- 
tained, as  it  must  be  aeoompanled  by  a  oorre- 
sponding  consumption  of  American  productions. 
But  we  are  told  that  there  will  be  a  conflict  of 
commeriual  regulations  between  this  country 
and  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  consequence 
will  be.  tlie  loss  of  the  market  she  affords  us. 
The  probable  oonaequenoea  of  such  a  conflict 
trill  best  determine  whether  it  b  to  be  expected, 
•8  it  will  commence,  on  her  part  aa  well  as  ours, 
-with  a  view  to  consequencee.  The  danger 
-which  she  can  alone  apprahend  is  the  loss  of 
the  market  for  her  manufactures;  and  to  obTi- 
ste  this,  it  would  be  absurd  to  widen  the  breach 
betweoi  us,  as  that  would  tend,  in  a  direct  pro- 

Ertjon,  to  tbe  eetablishment  of  nnftiendly  hab- 
and  mano&etoree,  either  h«e  or  in  other 
ooontriea,  which  would  rival  her  own.  If;  how- 
STer,  the  ultimate  advantage  would  justify  snoh 
meaaure^  the  immediate  dWeea  of  her  people 
wonld  forbid  it.  The  American  trade  must  be 
tbe  means  of  distributing  bread  to  several 
bnndred  thonsand  persons,  whose  ocGupations 
would  be  wholly  ended  with  the  trade,  and  the 
Goveniment  is  by  no  means  in  a  eituation  to 
bear  thmr  diaoontont  Their  navigation  and 
tnano&ctnres  draw  many  important  ingredients 
from  America  which  would  be  lost  to  them. 
Th«  creditors  of  the  people  of  America,  to  on 
fminense  amonotL  would  be  deprived  of  the 
remittances  whicn  depend  on  a  friendly  inter- 
course. On  the  whole,  it  would  add  to  the 
diaCH-ders  of.  the  Government  among  those  who, 
perhaps,  have  heretofore  contributed  to  its  sup- 
port, without  gratifying  any  thing  Ijut  an  arro- 
gant resentment.  But  we  are  told  that  our 
own  citizens  wonld  be  equal  sufferers,  and  are 
more  to  be  iqjured  by  being  stopped  in  a  career 
of  rapid  improvement.  It  will  be  hard  to  an- 
tidpsto  any  real  misfortune  to  America  in  soch 
a  contest,  UDlase  the  temporarj  loss  of  indul- 
gendea,  which  are  by  no  means  necessary,  can 


be  BO  colled.  Tbe  oonsnmption  of  Great  Brt 
tain  is,  according  to  the  most  friendly  calculation, 
not  more  than  one-third  of  our  porchases  from 
her,  and,  therefore,  the  national  wealth,  inde- 
pendent of  the  gnitiflcation  of  our  appetites, 
will  receive  an  immense  addition,  and  a  vast 
fund  will  be  procured  to  make  lasting  and  vain- 
able  improvementa,  which  would  be  degraded 
*  ~  comparison  with  the  gewgaws  of  a  day.  It 
to  be  remarked  that  the  diminution  of  oni 
exports  would  be  divided  among  large  claasw  of 
people,  and  in  all  cases  forms  a  deduction  from 
the  annual  income,  rather  than  a  total  loas. 
This  will  reeult  from  the  variona  objects  of 
American  industry  and  the  divirion  of  the 
markets  of  its  produce.  Ttds  forms  an  impor- 
tant difference  between  America  and  Great 
Briton,  in  on  estimate  of  the  effects  of  a  rup- 
ture between  tie  two  countries.  In  my  opin- 
ion, the  habits  of  the  Southern  States  are  such 
as  to  require  the  control  which  is  said  to  be  tiie 
consequence  of  these  measuree.  Under  Uio 
facility  offered  by  the  modes  of  trade  before 
spoken  of,  and  the  credit  which  is  said  to  be  so 
benefldal,  they  have  not  only  involved  thea- 
selvee  in  debt,  but  have  contracted  bablta 
which,  with  the  power  of  gratiflcation,  mnst 
^waya  keep  them  ao.  We  aid  hope  that  the 
administranon  of  Justice  would  have  corrected 
the  evil,  but  we  now  find  that  it  cannot  be  cor- 
rected but  by  entire  changes.  It  is  founded  In 
the  policy  of  the  merchant  himself  and  this 
circumstance  is  enough  to  present  to  the  minds 
of  the  committee  a  long  train  of  dependent 
mischiefe.  It  is  a  foct,  supported  by  the  beat 
evidence,  that  our  merohanta  who  get  their 
goods  fhim  the  manu&cturer  pay  as  much  for 
Uiem  as  the  shopkeeper  who  buys  at  Baltimore 
or  Philadelphia.  This  is  one  of  the  oonee- 
quences  of  the  want  of  credit  which  always 
will  follow  a  reliance  on  collection  from  flanners ; 
and  there  cbn  be  no  doubt  that  the  merchant  Is 
indemnifled  for  his  disgrace  as  well  aa  his  ad- 
vance. The  reeult  of  the  whole  train  of  indul- 
gence is,  that  our  goods  are  bought  at  an 
advance  from  a  half  to  one-fourth  of  what  they 
could  be  afforded  for  in  cosh  sales.  Nor  doea 
the  mischief  stop  here.  It  brings  a  sut^eotion 
which  materially  affects  the  sale  of  our  produce. 
I  do  believe,  myael^  that  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  did  not  bring  half  the  mischief  on  na 
that  their  credit  bse ;  and  I  very  much  suspect 
a  credit  for  consumption  will  always  be  found 
equally  mischievous.  It  by  no  means  resembles 
money  loons,  sa  ia  inrinuated  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oarolios,  by  freeing  a  man's  own 
resources  for  any  other  use.  It  is  certain  that 
there  is  no  other  sale  regulation  of  a  farmer's 
expenses  tlian  his  income;  and  experienoe  every 
day  proves  that,  when  so  regulated,  they  always 
fall  short  of  the  income,  ond  thot,  when  tbey 
depend  on  credit,  they  always  exceed  it,  and 
thereby  sul^eot  Atture  revenue.  Leeseninr  die 
importation  of  foreign  manufaoturee  wiU  In- 
crease onr  household  fabrics,  which  experienoe 
has  proved  to  be  highly  profitaUe,  oa  tbe  libor 
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it  done  by  •  part  of  tia  oomnronit;  of  little 
power  in  uiy  other  qipliootjon.  Reguar  efibrta 
Id  this  way  nave  been,  in  my  conntiy,  certaioly 
prodootiTe  of  independenoe. 

Ur,  OoODscc— ~Ur.  Ohaimum ;  The propoii- 
tloDs  now  before  ns  baviag  been  oondiumd  ifj 
aeveral  gentlemen,  who  hare  already  spoken, 
and  who  hare  g^ven  gnoh  a  partjottlar  detul  of 
oalcnlationB,  I  shall  oooflne  myaelf  to  aome  gene- 
ral ofaaerrations  on  the  sattjeot. 

The  gentleman  from  Uarylond  has  made  an 
obeerration  which  atnick  me  rery  forcibly  ai 
applied  to  the  mbject  before  ns,  beoanae  it  ts  a 
roarim  to  which  all  mankind  hare  asaeiited, 
and  apon  which  all  maukiad  oontinoally  prao- 
tjae — it  was  thie:  "there  is  no  Meoddiip  in 
trade ;"  and  it  may  be  added,  as  a  necessary 
oonseqoeDoe,  there  ought  to  be  no  hatred  in 
trade.  By  following  a  path  fonnded  opon  so 
obvionB  a  maxim  as  the  foregoing,  we  may  be 
anre  (^  a  right  gaide,  but  if  we  deviate  ft>om 
it,  we  are  in  danger  of  being  led  into  nnfore- 
seen  error  and  miaehiet  It  is  nnqaestionably 
onr  dnty  to  attend  to  the  narigation  and  com- 
meroe  of  onr  country,  and  give  it  erery  proper 
ertconragenient  which  time  and  circomstAnoea 
admit ;  this  has  trer  been  my  wiah  and  my 
oondnct. 

This  objeot,  so  important  and  deidrable,  most 
be  effected  liy  fixed  principles  and  regolations, 
Each  as  giving  onr  vessels  a  decided  preference 
in  onr  own  ports  above  the  shipa  of  every  other 
nation  whatever,  by  paying  less  tonnage  and 
other  dntiee;  by  nifieriDgno  foreign  ships  to 
bring  into  the  United  States  the  prodnctioos  of 
any  other  country  than  the  one  to  which  they  be- 
long; and  by  prohibiting  foreign  Hbipa  troia 
coming  to  the  tJalted  Btates  fh>m  those  plaoee 
where  onr  own  ships  are  prohibited. 

These  are  the  fixed  prinoiplea  and  regulations 
by  one  or  all  of  which  our  narigatdon  and  com- 
merce oan  only  be  promoted,  and  most  never 
be  deviated  from,  wnen  adopted  in  favor  of  any 
one  nation  whatever— unleaa  it  be  in  retara  for 
Bome  speoial  adrantage  grapted  to  ua  by  any 
particnlor  nation  as  an  equivalent.  Hitherto, 
onr  Qovemment  has  proceeded  to  diatJugniah 
fbrdgn  ahipe,  only  by  making  them  pay  greater 
tonnage  and  dntiea  than  onr  own.  If  ciroam- 
stanoes  reqaired  it,  and  the  time  is  Judged  a 
eeaaonable  one,  I  shall  tie  willing  to  proceed 
fhrther. 

Let  us  examine  what  adrantages  we  eqjoy  in 
oonseqnenoe  of  any  eommeroial  treatiea  we  have 
^ready  formed,  for  the  proportions  before  ue 
are  proposed  to  affect  only  those  nations  with 
whom  we  have  no  treaties.  We  have  commer- 
cial treaties  with  Pmssia,  Sweden,  France,  and 
Holland,  and  in  the  dominions  of  neither  of  those 
powers  have  onr  ships  or  the  prodooe  of  this 
oonntry  (eicopC  in  the  single  article  of  onr  oil 
in  France)  be^  admitted  on  any  more  favorable 
terma  than  the  ships  or  produce  of  any  other 
nation ;  and  for  this  obvions  reason,  because 
our  treatiea  only  ensure  the  advantages  they 
may  grant  to  the  most  favored  nation ;  and, 
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jadging  it  for  their  interest  to  diitanffinih  asy 
(oie  by  its  Cirora,  we  are  Ut  only  in  &e  n^of- 
meot  of  a  trade  with  them  on  the  terms  eoB- 
mon  to  all  other  nations.  This  bring  the  cms, 
I  wonld  not  give  one  farthing  to  have  like  Iraa- 
tiee  formed  with  every  other  nation,  fbr  tky 
hare  not  been,  and  never  can  be,  of  any  aariee 
to  ns ;  if  we  expect  to  derive  any  sdvantage 
&om  commercial  treatiea,  we  most  atipnlate  far 
some  oertain  good,  for  some  other  good  whidi 
we  may  grant  them  in  retorn. 

Ifr.  Oliae  differed  from  manymembera  who 
had  spoken  before  him,  in  the  view  tbey  took 
of  thesnl^eot;  he  conceived  it  o^;bt  to  be  em- 
sidered  in  a  political  light  We  had  many 
wrongs  to  complain  of,  and  we  sboold  aodeavtr 
to  ol>tain  redress.  The  RngliBb  have  vicjatcd 
onr  treaty,  Jost  after  it  was  ratified,  by  tak- 
ing away  our  negroee,  and  tdnce  by  holding  oar 
poets ;  they  have  also  set  tbo  saTag««  oo  cput 
backs,  and  have  not  tbey  let  loose  the  Algerina 
npou  OS  i  Shall  we  sit  stiil  and  bear  it  f  How 
can  we  help  it?  it  is  asked.  They  wil]  retafiat^ 
we  are  told.  How  retaliateF  Will  ttiej-  refnge 
to  sell  ns  their  mann&cturee  t  He  remembued 
that,  even  in  o!d  tiraee,  a  non-importatian  agree- 
ment made  them  repeal  their  stamp  act.  We 
have  sorely  as  well  now  as  we  had  then  a  ri^t 
not  to  bn^  their  goods;  we  don't  want  to  cram 
onr  provisions  down  their  throats,  w  to  force 
them  to  buy  onr  lumber.  Daring  the  non-inv- 
portation  agreement,  wc  did  not  perish  with 
oold;  we  found,  even  then,  that  among  our- 
selves we  oonid  make  wherewith  to  clothe  onr- 
selves ;  we  are  surely  as  able  to  do  it  now.  We 
then  gained  onr  point;  we  ahonid  now  be  mndi 
more  power&l  with  the  same  we^Kin :  many  of 
her  manu&otorers  are  already  starving  for  want 
of  employment  We  shoold  add  greatly  to 
their  •^trees,  and  soon  bring  the  Gorwnment 
to  their  sensea,  and  they  will  be  ^ad  to  ennr 
into  a  commercial  treaty  with  na. 

The  balance  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  is 
much  Bgaioat  ns ;  and  by  carrying  to  Furtngal 
and  Spain  what  we  send  to  tnem,  we  likonld 
receive  cash  in  return.  France  will  not  always 
be  in  a  storm,  and  a  supply  of  the  maDn&ctored 
articles  we  want  may  soon  be  received  tnm 
that  qnarter. 

He  did  not  see  to  what  pnrpcee  ealonlationa 
three  hours  long  bad  been  Drought  forward.  It 
was  rery  well  for  merchants  to  oalcidato  in  their 
counting  houses;  but  he  oonoeived  tbe  Legida- 
ture  should  determine  the  ouestion  npon  politi- 
cal considerations.  He  concluded  by  remarking, 
that  he  believed  by  this  time  the  o 


Hr.  Pjbzsb  considered  thereaohilionson  the 

table  as  indefinite  and  uninteWgible.  Ifrevenoe 
is  the  object,  we  should  remember  the  remaik 
ot  Dr.  Stei/tf  that  in  the  arithmetic  of  taxation, 
two  and  two  do  not  always  make  fonr,  but  some- 
times onlj  tme.  He  thou^t  there  was  a  jarring 
In  the  third  reeolutioD,  which  contradicted  the 
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int.  llMlMdlngdaiiasoftliefliHtrMolnCkHL, 
rhkli  baa  oeeUKoani  ao  long  a  debate,  is  in 
Jicee  Wfxda:  "ThM  the  intenat  of  the  Uiuted 
italaa  would  be  prtmoted  t>jr  farther  reaMo- 
iuu  and  higher  dotiea,  in  oertain  caaea,  on  the 
nanabotnres  and  lUTigation  of  foreign  nstions 
onplayed  in  the  oorameroe  of  the  TTnited  Stat«a, 
han  tiioae  nov  .iinpowd."  The  third  resola- 
ioD  which  Mr.  P.  referred  to,  ia in  tbeee  words: 
'  Ttukt  the  dntj  on  vesaeli  belonging  to  the  ofr- 
ioiu  haring  commeroial  treatiea  with  the  Uni- 

«d  Btates,  onf^t  to  be  reduced  to per  ton." 

[he  TesolationB  meant  dthar  too  mnob,  or  aoth- 
ag,  He  would  move  to  amend  the  first  reso- 
Qtion,  hot  that  ha  hoped  it  would  be  altt^e- 
her  cast  ande. 

ICr.  8.  BioTH  (of  Maryland)  rose  and  t^olo- 
^led  to  the  oonunittee  for  pNemning  to  intmde 
q>oa  them  a  eeoond  time  by  the  deliver?  of  his 
wiiiTMiifi^  He  aaid  that  a  peraonal  attack  had 
Men  made  yesterday  upon  him  in  that  House. 
'X  bad  met  him  out  of  doors,  and  bad  gone  into 
he  world.  After  be  had  done  speaking  yeat«r- 
1*7,  a  member  had  riaen,  and  held  forUi  as  a 
^dameDbtl  obserratioik,  that  "  gentlemen  poe- 
•wog  capUla  of  their  own  were  in  &Tor  of 
he  propodtioiiB ;  but  that  dealera  upon  credit 
Whenthia  rtmaric  was 


itip  thintdog  himself  dmed  at  as  one  of  those 
lealen  upon  credit.  [Here  the  member  refei^ 
r«dto  mee,  and  Bolemnlj  declared  thst  a  personal 
illnsion  to  Mr.  Bioth  had  never  entered  bis 
niod.]  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  obeerre,  that  the 
rbole  anertion  was  erroneoos.  The  merchuts 
iS  America  are  men  of  liberal  sentiments — more 
10,  he  believed,  than  merchants  of  any  other 
xnt  of  the  woiid.  They  are  not  to  be  biased 
>j  the  petty  motives  of  interest,  in  prejndioe 
he  public  interest  ot  th«r  oonnttr.  The  gen- 
Wan  whom  he  referred  to  had  spoke  of  an 
lUnning  British  infloenoe  in  emoe  of  the  oom- 
nercial  citiM  of  America.  He  bad  aUefsd  that 
nwchmts,  by  their  ootmeotion  with  Britain, 
soDld  be  onder  its  inflnenoe ;  but  there  was  no 
nch  thing.  In  this  oonntry,  mo^diantB  stndied 
Uie  consdtntton,  and  were  attached  to  it.  In 
Mm  eoontries,  they  minded  only  profit  As  a 
reflection  had  been  thrown  on  merohsnts  who 
^t  upon  credit,  he  shonld  tske  leave  U 
wrve  that  credit  was  s  very  good  thing.  As  to 
UmKl^  he  had  before  the  war  began,  aoqnired, 
I);  lus  indostry,  as  mnch  property  as  placed  him 
tiejoDd  the  neceauty  of  credit.  By  the  war  he 
wu  redoced  to  nothing.  After  the  peace,  be 
>gain  begwi  as  he  set  ootat  first  By  the  same 
iadmtry  and  the  same  talents,  he  had  once  more 
Kqnired  independence.  By  the  British  bnoca- 
Dsen,  he  had  lost  as  mnch,  since  the  present 
*sr  began,  as  the  gentleman  to  whom  he 
in  reply,  woold  tUnk  a  tolerable  fortune  tot 
dividing  among  his  sons ;  yet  be  oonld  stUl  q>Bre 
line  bom  his  bnsinees  for  the  serrice  of  hi* 
miDtry. 
The  question,  was  then  taken  to  postpone  the 


iliijeot  to  the  flnt  Monday  in  March  next ;  and 
it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  61, 
nays  47,  aafoHoWs; 

Tua— Theodoras  B^ey,  Abraham  BStdniD, 
Thomu  Blount,  Tbomw  P.  Carney  Gmbiisl  ChriatlB, 
Abraham  Cluk.  Inao  Coles.  Henry  Dearborn, 
Qeoigs  Dent,  William  flndlay,  Wlliam  B.  Gilsa, 
Junes  GiUwpfe,  NioholM  Oilman,  Christopher 
Qreennp,  Andrew  Oregg,  William  B.  Gtovb,  Oeoroe 
HaDCOi^  Carter  B.  Harriion,  John  HMth,  DanM 
Heiiter,  John  Hunlar,  William  Irvine,  Hattbsw 
Locke,  William  LTnan,  Nathaniel  Haeon,  Jamas 
Hadiaon,  Alexander  Mebane,  William  Uontsamary, 
Acdnw  Moore,  Peter  Unblenberg,  Joiaph  Neville, 


Andrew  Pickoni,  Franeia  Preeton,  Robert  Rnther- 
ToTd,  Tbonuu  Scott,  Jolin  S.  Sherburne,  John  Smflie, 
Iwail  Smith,  Thomai  Spring,  Thomai  Tredwell, 
PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abiabam  Venable,  F^mnda 
Walker,  Benjamm  WDhama,  and  Joaeph  WinMon. 

Nits. — liber  Ames,  Jamei  AnnBtrong^  John 
Beat^,  Eliaa  Bondinot,  Shearjadmb  Booms,  Benja- 
min Bourne,  Lambert  Cadwalader,  Thcanas  Claibonw, 
David  Cc^b,  FeUg  Coffin,  Joahna  Coi^  Jonadna 
Dayton,  Semnd  Deatar,  Thomas  FltoiinODi^  Uriah 
Foirert,  Dwlg^t  Foiter,  Etekiel  Gilbert,  Heniy  Glenn, 
Beiyamin  Ooodbne,  Junes  Gordon,  Samnet  Giiffln, 
Tbomaa  Hartley,  Jamei  Hillhoiue,  WillUm  Hind- 
man,  Sanoel  Holten,  John  Wllkee  Kitters,  Amaaa 
Learned,  Richard  Blud  Lee,  Fraucia  Malbone, 
JoMph  McDowell,  William  Vana  Munaj,  Jeremiah 
Sn^Cb,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephanlah 
Swift,  Silat  Talbot,  Oeoge  Tliataher,  Uriah  Tracy, 
Jonattlan  TrambDJl,  John  K  Van  AHeo,  Peter  Van 
Gaaabeek,  Pd^  Wadnrortii,  Jeremiah  Wadawortb, 
Artemas  Wu^  John  Watts,   Pidne  Wii^te,  and 


MoNOAT,  January  20. 
Algerin^  Jffair$, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  appointr 
ed,  porsnant  to  the  reeolntions  of  the  House,  on 
the  oommanicatioDB  from  the  pBiaisKirr  os  tbk 
Ukitbd  States  relative  to  Algiers,  bronght  in  a 
report,  which  was  twice  read,  and  rehired  to 
the  Oommittee  of  the  irtiole  House  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Ord»r«i,  That  It  he  printed  fbr  the  use  of  the 
members. 

The  report  states  that  tlie  naval  force  fbr  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  like  ITnited  Btstes, 
shall  oondst  of  fbor  ships  of  fbrty-fonr  gona 
each,  IS  and  9  pounders,  and  two  of  twenty 
gnns  each.  The  aggregate  snm  wanted  for  this 
purpose  is  eatimatea  at  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  to  raise  which,  one  per  cent  additicmal 
duty  is  proposed  to  bo  IsJd  on  imported  goods 
now  paying  xeven  and  one-half  per  oeot ;  five 
per  cent,  additional  on  stone,  marble,  &c, ;  and 
on  all  stone  and  earthenware,  three  cents 
additional ;  on  salt,  per  bushel,  six  cents  addi- 
tional, per  ton,  on  all  vessels  of  Oi^  United 
Statee  em|doyed  in  fordgu  trade;  and  twen^ 
five  oenl0   additional,  per  ton,  on  all  otlier 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuzbimons,  an  additiCM 
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wiu  mida  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Heana ;  so  that  it  now  oonsUts  of  A  member 
from  evei7  State,  who  are  to  make  another  re- 
port respecting  the  fortifying  the  porU  and 
Whore  of  the  United  Statea. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Giuuir,  Mr.  Wattb,  Mr. 
Obb,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr.  Bildwik,  and  Mr.  Iskui, 
Bmith,  be  added  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
report  to  thia  Eonae  the  naval  force  adequate 
to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the 
TJnitAd  States  against  the  Algerine  ooraaira, 
together  with  an  estimate  of  the  eipenw,  and 
the  wtjn  and  means  of  defrajdng  the  eame. 

Tnm>AT,  Janoarr  28. 

A  petiUon  of  Pet«r  Oaavain  and  Lonia  Dn- 
bourg,  in  behalf  of  tlie  French  refbgeee  of  Oape 
Francois,  now  at  Baltimore,  waa  prwented  to 
the  House  and  read,  praising  that  Congreos  will 
speedily  decide  on  the  memorial  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  bj  the  Legislatare  of  Marjland, 
to  draw  fur,  ana  distribute,  the  monej's  grantM 
by  that  State  for  the  relief  of  the  Frea^  emi- 
gnmts  from  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo. 

Mr.  MuRBAT  moved  that  it  shonld  be  referred 
to  the  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  IJnioD,  along  with  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  Qpon  it.  He  tbonght  it  would  be  an 
act  of  hnmanity  to  relieve  the  persons  mentioD- 
ed  in  tbe  petition.  And  if  that  was  improper, 
he  thought  that  the  next  greatest  act  of  ho- 
manity  which  could  he  dime,  was  to  relievo 
them  from  suspense. 

Mr.  Cliak  was  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
should  be  instantly  taken  op,  as  the  fkmd  for 
their  relief  expired  on  the  2d  ot  February  next. 

Mr,  HtnrrBB,  from  South  Oarolina,  mentioned 
a  remarkable  exertion  of  benevolence  respect- 
ing persons  of  this  kind  which  hod  taken  place 
in  that  StBt«.  Tbe  motion  was  agreed  t«,  and 
the  House  directly  resolved  itself  into  a  oom- 
mittee  on  the  question. 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded,  that  the 
pRcsiDBNT  bo  anthoriied  to  pay  |10,0O0  of  tho 
pnblio  money  for  the  use  of  the  reftigeee,  and 
to  uw>t)ate  the  payment  of  it,  with  the  Mima- 
try  of  Fraoce. 

Mr.  BocDDfOT  was  convinced,  that,  by  the 
oonstitntion,  the  Eoose  had  a  ri^t  to  ^ve  it  in 
ibeflrat  instance.    He  oonsideredtbe 


the  peopi  . 
in  North  America.  Many  of  theoe  peopli 
winter  set  in,  must  hare  perished  of  oold  and 
want  in  the  streets  of  Philadelphia,  but  for  tbe 
benevolence  of  some  well-diqM^ed  people.  He 
urged  the  committee,  in  the  most  pathetic 
language,  to  extend  immediate  and  efibetua] 
relief. 

Mr.  8.  Smith  was  confident  that  Oongrees 
would  be  rep^d  with  thanks  hy  tbe  Republic 
of  France.  He  siud  that  a  supply  of  powder 
and  ball  bod  been  sent  from  one  of  the  Southern 
States  to  St  Domingo,  and  that  tbe  price  hod 


been  ponotually  and  thankftilly  repaid.  8a»- 
thonax  and  Polverel  had  beea  recalled,  lAe 
were  the  authon  of  all  the  mischief  that  had 
h^tpened.  The  refugees  expeoted  to  return  id 
their  settlements  befbre  the  first  of  May,  aad 
they  would  then  be  very  able  and  Terj  wiDiif 
to  repay  the  money  thraaselves. 

Mr.  BuiLiK  recommended  tbe  «nt«riii^  inte  a 
negotiation  with  the  French  Ambanuudor,  fir 
seonring  payment  of  what  sum  should  be  voted. 

Mr.  C1.1BK  hoped  that  tbe  motion  wodd 
instantly  pass.  In  a  case  of  this  kind,  we  wen 
not  to  be  tied  op  by  the  ccoistitatioa.  Ten 
Algerines  cast  upon  the  merey  of  America,  ia 
Buoh  a  situation,  be  would  pay  them  the  ^ma 
tribute  of  hnmauity.  The  Freikoh  Ajnbasaador 
bad  restricted  his  services  to  a  particular  cli« 
of  people.  It  was  not  the  bnaneas  of  tb> 
House,  whether  the  refugees  at  Baltinaore  w<n 
demoorata  or  aristocrats.  They  were  men ;  ood, 
aa  such  were  entitled  to  compassion  aod  to  ndic£ 

Mr.  8.  Shitb,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bmiu>,  w^ 
that  Mr.  Genet,  when  solicited  mi  behalf  of 
these  people^  made  answer  that  he  was  not 
aDthonma  ou  the  part  of  tbe  Repablic  to  give 
them  any  thing,  but  sent  them  (2,000  bim 
himself. 

Mr.  SwuK  replied  that  Mr.  Smith  bad  nris- 
taken  him ;  ho  aid  not  wish  to  seek  m<mej  btrnt 
Mr.  Genet.  Bat  he  thought  it  wonld  be  atego- 
lar  to  give  away  so  targe  a  sum,  witbant  en- 
deavoring to  secure  tbe  approbati<»i  ot  the 
French  Ministor,  aa  a  Bt«p  towards  reMyiaeat. 

Mr.  DixTBB  had  formeriy  enlArtaiiiedacniple^ 
but  ho  now  approved  the  motion. 

Mr.  Nicholas  did  not  ^prove  the  motioa  b 
its  original  shape,  nor  did  be  like  it  better  for 
its  being  aow  altered  into  a  motion  tor  anthoriz- 
ing  the  pBEStDSMT  to  pay  the  money.  Hr.  N. 
expressed,  in  the  strongest  and  most  uneqiiivo- 
cal  language,  bis  compasHion  for  tbe  soSbrws; 
but,  as  he  oad  not  seen  a  way  pointed  oat  of 
relieving  them,  agreeably  to  the  ocmstitation, 
he  recommended  a  shorter  one.  Out  c^  the 
liberal  compensation  which  tbe  members  ot 
that  House  received  troai  the  country,  he 
thought  that  the  sum  'wanted  might  eosly  be 
SQbsoribed.  He  did  not  know  whrther  tbe 
Republic  would  thank  us  for  helping  than; 
periiaps  they  might  be  accounted  rebeh>, 

Mr.  FiTz^MONB  proposed  a  second  amcad- 
ment  of  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Nicholas  replied:  If  this  thing  gam 
down  at  sU,  it  should  be  aa  an  act  of  oban^, 
and  marked  in  giving,  that  it  is  going  bejond 
onr  power,  but  that,  from  a  knowle&e  of  the 
universal  wish  of  onr  oonstituents,  and  a  sense 
of  onr  general  obligations  to  France^  we  have 
granted  the  money. 

Mr.  800TT  pressed  for  the  rdief  in  Te&ranea 
to  tbe  citutens  of  Baltimore.  If  they  wwe  in- 
vaded by  an  army,  we  certunly  would  aaairt 
them ;  and  wiiere  is  tbe  differeaee,  (added  Mr. 
S.,)  whether  they  be  an  army  of  fightera,  ot  an 
ormyofeaters.  WemnBtreliev«thun,tobesurft 

ib.  a  Smttb  said  Oiat  tiiew  diatrassed  people 
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vare  all  women  and  children,  except  three  old 
men.  The  boje  who  nere  old  enongb,  had 
been  bonnd  apprentices.  The  men  had  been 
enlisted  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Genet,  who  said 
the  Repnblio  wanted  reoraits.  He  had  lilcewiBe 
obtained  two  Hhips  for  fivs  hnndred  of  the. 
rehgees  who  wanted  to  go  to  France.  Oenet 
iraa  able  to  do  nothing  more  for  them,'Ba  the 
$3,000  that  be  gaTe,  were  oat  of  his  own 
pocket  It  had  been  alleged  that  there  was 
no  precedent  for  relieving  these  people.  He 
mentioned  two :  The  Amfvicana  in  captivitj  at 
Alters  had  been  assisted  bj  the  BritLsh  Ooninil. 
Bome  rears  ago,  the  crew  of  an  American  ves- 
sel hod  been  ^ipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  Por- 
togaL  The;  were  asaUted  with  the  utmost 
genero«ty  by  a  private  gentJeman.  In  both 
oases.  Congress  uanlcfoUy  repud  the  money 
advanced.  The  gentleman  ^m  Vir^nia  (Mr. 
Niobolab)  had  offered  his  salary,  but  the  idea 
bad  not  been  supported,  so  that  it  went  for 
nothing.  And  are  we  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  stand 
np  here,  and  tell  tlie  world  that  we  dare  not 
perform  an  act  of  benerolenoel  la  this  to  be 
the  style  of  an  Amerioan  Oonsresst  The 
gentleman  from  Vir^nia  had  said  that  perhaps 
tbese  people  would  be  oonsidered  aa  trtutors 
by  the  Bepnblio.  Were  women  and  fatherleas 
ahUdren  to  be  ref[arded  as  traitfirH  ?  Ur.  S. 
was  extremely  affected,  and  apologized  more 
tiian  once  to  Uie  Ilonse  for  the  warmth  with 
which  he  spoke.  Ee  said  that  himself  and 
neveTsl  others  who  had  witnessed  the  scene  of 
distren,  were  sarprised ;  the  gentleman  did  not 
feel  as  they  did. 

Ht.  Masisom  poeaessed  consiitntdonal  scmplee. 
He  thooght  that  the  gentleman  from  Haryland 
(Mr,  B.  Smith)  would  not  have  icunred  his  canse 
bj  a  greater  moderation  of  laogns^  nor  his 
credit  for  benevdeooe  by  not  saying  that  bis 
^^mpathy  arose  chiefly  ttota  being  an  eye- witness. 

At  last,  the  Sfu.ekb  proposed  to  the  oommittee 
an  amenament,  which  met  the  ideas  of  themem- 
ben,  and  the  resolntion  pasaed,  as  follows : 

Betoloti,  That    a  som   not  exceeding 

dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  enpport  m  sach 
of  the  inhatdtaiitfi  of  5L  Domingo,  resident 
viUkin  the  United  Btatea,  as  shall  be  fonnd  in 
vant  of  each  eopport 

That  a  regular  aocoont  of  the  moneys  so  ez- 
poided  be  kept ;  and  that  the  Psbsidbnt  of  thx 
Uaim)  States  be  reqnested  to  obtain  a  credit 
therefor,  in  the  aooonnts  between  the  French 
Bepnblio  and  the  United  States. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
hing  in  a  bill  in  oonfonnit;  with  the  foregoing 
reaolation.  and  providing  for  the  doe  i^plica- 
tioD  of  tne  moneys  aforeaud ;  and  that  Ur. 
Aiota,  Mr.  Tbact,  and  Hr.  Dsnt,  be  the  uid 
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TnuBSDiT,  Febmary  6. 

War  vith  Algiert, 

The  resolntion  being  read  for  hnilding  foor 

riups  of  44  guns  and  two  shiiw  of  SO  gens — 

Hr.  Uadisos  rose  to  inquire  whether  there 


sufficient  qnantity  of  cedar  and  live  oak  t. 
bailding  the  proposed  six  vessels?  He  was  an- 
swered that  there  was  not  Mr.  M.  then  ob- 
Mrved,  that  it  was  evident  this  fleet  conld  not 
be  ready  for  effective  service  in  theconrse  of  the 
present  year.  He  imagined  that  there  was 
another  resolntion,  precedent  as  to  the  time  of 
voting  it,  which  ought  to  bo  before  the  commit- 
tee. The  reeolntion  to  which  he  alladed,  was 
that  assigning  a  snm  of  money  to  bny  a  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  from  the  Eegenoj  of  Al- 
giers. He  was  of  opinion  that  tte  project  of 
fitting  oQt  an  armed  squadron  was  liable  to 
many  solid  oblections.  There  were  two  points 
of  light  in  which  this  snbject  might  be  snrvc^- 
ed.  The  first  of  these  was,  whether  the  id- 
gerinee  acted  from  their  own  impulse  in  thia 
matter!  In  that  case,  they  were  known  to  be 
in  the  habit  of  selling  a  peace ;  and,  if  they  are 
willing  to  do  so,  he  fancied  that  it  might  be 
purchased  for  less  money  than  the  nrmameiit 


act  from  their  own  impnlse,  bat  npon  the  inati- 

Stion  of  Britain,  we  may  depend  upon  it  that 
ey  cannot  be  bonght.  Britaia  will  keep  them 
hoetile.  There  is  infinitely  more  daoger  of  a 
British  war  from  the  fitting  out  of  ships  than 
from  the  resolntion  on  the  report  of  the  Becre- 
tary  of  State.  The  distance  which  the  ships 
would  have  to  sail  is  not  leas  than  three  thou- 
sand miles,  and  their  namber  is  too  small  for  a 
dedsive  sJrantage.  The  combined  powers 
woold  embrace  the  equipment  of  these  ships 
as  an  excellent  ^portonity  to  pick  a  quarrel 
with  the  United  States.  Mr.  M.  expressed  his 
doubts  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  this 
measnre,  beoanse  the  expense  would  be  im- 
mense, and  there  was  no  certainty  of  reaping 
any  benefit  from  it. 

Mr.  Clabk  was  anxious  to  state  bis  donbts  on 
this  subject,  that  gentlemen,  who,  by  their 
habits  of  life,  had  met  with  opportnnities  ot 
better  information  than  he  poGsessed,  might  cor- 
rect him  where  he  was  wrong.  In  the  first 
place,  the  ships  would  be  too  small  in  point  of 
number  to  be  of  any  kind  of  importance,  amidst 
the  nnmeroua  navies  of  Europe.  The  distance 
from  any  Mendlv  port,  where,  in  case  of  ae- 
cidenta,  they  might  repair,  was  likewise  vei; 
great.  It  was  to  be  expected  that,  when  they 
fell  in  with  British  ships  of  war,  that  the  lat- 
ter woold  endeavor  to  search  them  for  prohi- 
bited cargoes,  and  for  seamen,  beoanse  they 
were  in  the  practice  of  impressing  their  own 
oonntrymen  wherever  they  could  find  them. 
This  woald  prodaoe  a  qoarre!.  There  was  a 
scheme  which  occurred  to  him,  and  which  he 
judged  wonld  be  less  eipendve  and  more  effeo- 
tusl.  This  was,to  hire  the  Portogiieso  to  cmise 
agiunet  the  Algerines.  He  understood  that  the 
Oourt  of  LisbMi  deured  to  keep  her  shijB  of 
war  ID  aotoBl  service.  The  British  have  hew 
in  the  habit  of  buUding  frigates  for  the  sernoe 
of  the.  AJgerinet^  and,  as  he  was  infonned, 
mariner^  at  a  distance  npon  sea  oonld  distia- 
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golah  in  wliat  eonotrj-  vessela  ware  bnilt  by 
tbelr  oonstraotdon.  Hence  it  woald  be  diffi- 
cult for  Uie  ciq>t^n  of  &n  American  frigate  to 
ascertain  at  sea  a  Britiflh  ship  of  war  from  an 
Algerine.  He  bad  an  objection  to  tbe  estab- 
lishroent  of  a  fleet,  becan«a,  when  once  it  had 
been  commenced,  there  would  be  no  end  of  it. 
We  mnat  then  have  a  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  a  Bwiirm  of  other  people  in  office,  at  a  mon- 
fltrons  expense.  If  we  bimd  six  Bhips  this  Tear, 
we  shoola  next  year  find  It  neceassry  to  bnild 
dx  more,  and  so  on.  The  combined  powen 
would  find  a  mncb  better  pretence  for  a  war  by 
this  armament  than  fi^m  the  reaolntians  on 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary.  Mr.  0.  oloBed  his 
speech,  which  was  beard  with  ^rest  attention, 
by  observing  that  he  roee  principally  to  sobmit 
Ms  opiniooB  on  this  oneetion  as  biots  for  thoee 
who  were  better  qosMed  to  fbnn  a  Jodgment 
on  the  Bubjeot  than  himself 

31r.  Bau>wi![  expressed  his  donbta  as  to  every 
part  of  this  snbject  He  had  not  been  able  to 
gain  any  information  that  was  satisfactory.  To 
block  np  the  Hediterranean  was,  he  believed. 


man.  Ifr.  B.had  yet  formed  no  decided  opinion, 
and  could  wish  to  snapettd  bis  Jodgment  till  be 
learned  the  issue  of  the  present  application  to 
the  Dey.  If  bribery  wonld  not  do,  he  ahonld 
certainly  vote  for  eqnipping  a  fleet. 

Mr.  NicHOLifl  fBttred  that  wo  were  not  a 
match  fbr  tbe  Algcrinea.  A  small  number  of 
sailors  were  sn^cient  to  navigate  one  of  their 
ships,  and  tbey  bad  a  militia  to  man  tbem  who 
were  innnmerable.  He  had  not  been  able  to 
form  an  exact  opinion,  but  he  was  afraid  that  we 
were  not  a  match  for  them  by  sea. 

Mr.  8.  SinTH  roee  chiefly  to  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories proposed  by  Mr.  Clark,  as  to  what 
hartKirs  in  £nrope  American  ships  could  retire 
to  for  shelter  ?  In  an  early  part  of  his  life,  Mr. 
S.  said  that  he  had  been  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  and  conld  assure  tbe  Honse  that  there 
was  no  want  of  proper  harbora  to  refit  or  ob- 
ttun  provisions  in.  The  first  he  mentioned  was 
Toulon;  Marseilles,  likewise,  bad  amost  excel- 
lent harbor,  and  there  was  no  doubt  that  our 
vesiels  would  be  received  there  in  the  most 
friendly  way,  as  the  Algerineshad  lately  declar- 
ed war  against  the  Republic  of  France.  Spain 
had,  likewise,  several  excellent  porta — Malaga, 
Cadiz,  Barcelona,  and  Ferral.  In  all  these  Uie 
American  squadron  wonld  be  heartily  welcome, 
and  meet  with  all  kinds  of  naval  stores  in  tbe 
greatest  sbnndauce.  Usbou,  also,  was  a  flue 
harbor,  and  Oporto  would  be  proper  for  tbe 
same  purpose.  So  that,  in  case  of  accident,  the 
armament  had  nothins  to  fear  fh)m  wanting  a 
place  of  retreat  He  had  no  doubt  that  onr 
vessels  and  onr  sailors  wonld  both  be  much 
superior  to  thoee  of  the  Algerines.    Their  ships 


were  old  and  cnxj,  and  were  presenta  mk 
tbem  by  the  powers  with  whom  they  in  al 
at  war.  The  ^meric&n  bottoms  matt  bt  b» 
ter;  andonrfleet  will  moat  Ukely hiveitin 
tion  between  Oran  and  Malaga,  and.  stretdq 
across  between  those  two  ports,  bio^efh 
mouth  of  the  Straits.  He  adverted  to  Hm  i> 
take  of  Mr.  BAij)wi:r,  who  had  aud  that  %« 
never  attempted  to  block  op  the  Stuia;  th 
proper  answer  to  which  was,  that  ^wn  lula 
extennve  coast,  not  less  than  four  or  Eve  I* 
dred  miles,  within  the  Mediterranean;  nlU 
ebe  was  quite  differently  latnatad,  with  npAU 
tbem,  from  America.  Mr.  9.  maiti(»aJ,Bt 
consolatory  circumstance  that  onr  proGt  •■ 
twice  asgreatstpresent,  ID  comnien«,MitH 
before  the  war,  in  spite  of  all  the  spoliatiMBS*' 
raitted  by  Britain,  and  by  Spain;  and,iftiw»» 
continues,  the  profits  will  continue  to  niilti[lr 
twice  as  fast  as  they  would  otherwise  do.  i> 
an  evidence  of  this  fact,  ho  mentioned  Ihi  W 
price  of  wheat  at  present  in  this  msik^^ 
asked  whether  any  gentleman  bidbaziJi 
price  so  high  at  this  season  of  the  yesr  bcb'! 
A  gentleman  (Mr.  NiaHoi.Aa)  had  spoken  lim 
Algerine  militia.  Why,  mr,  (said  Kr.  6.,)  1 » 
set  down  against  them  the  American  mi^ 
and  BO  that  account  is  settled.  He  eajffl^ 
Uiat  the  whole  American  exports  ond  iiigj^ 
in  ronndnumbers,  was  twenty  millions  of  WW 
each:  andthattiie  extra insQranceoi]BM<aiit< 
tbe  Algerinea,  fi«m  one  end  of  tbe  yee  u  ^ 
other,  would  not  beleeethonflve  p«'/*'^*°*' 
whol  e,  which  was  al  together  two  miliioM  of  w 
lars.  FromthisMr.S.  inferred  that  it  m*»  i 
the  very  worst  kind  of  economy  to  haam  ■ 
expense  of  two  millions  of  dollars  of  iosiir*'* 
for  the  sake  of  saving  the  charges  of  this «» 
ment.  He  did  not  see  it  improbable  th*" 
Algerines  mi^t  very  soon  be  on  ow  (« 
under  tbe  command  of  British  or  Adw^ 


legadoes.    It  was  nothing  _ 

seamen,  for  two  captains  to  be  in  t^"*  ^Tjri 
friendship  to-day,  and  plnndering  «*«  ^"J'J 
vessels  to-morrow.  As  an  example  o^™ 
Americans,  in  particnlar,  are  capable  <rf**?6r 
repeated  the  history  of  a  Mr.  Coopa,  a  vr 
ginia,  who,  some  years  ago,  fitted  onl » s^P" 
the  express  purpose  of  omising  agaiMt  W^ 
ican  vessels  bound  from  or  to  die  E^JfT 
He  lent  a  person  into  the  harbor  of  ^*?V 
solicit  a  commission  from  the  Dey,  •'"""'j^ 
voy  bad  very  near  been  taken  prrsooer, « 
Dey  wanted  to  have  made  a  alava  of  n*  ' 
8.  said  that  Mr.  Cooper  was  known  "J*^ 
of  oonrage,  of  perseverance,  and  «  t"*"^ 
that    species  of  intelleotuJ  '^^""^Jbii, 

rify  an  adventurer  for  boH  ondtftt^T 
Inferred,  fiwm  this  anecdote,  ^J^ 
Cooper,  a  man  of  respectable  birth  »*°  ^^ 
necQons,  could  form  sncii  a  schema  TibSii*' 
not  to  be  feared  from  the  oommon  ^"".tT^. 
He  conld  not  tell  where  the  danger  nu^'j_^ 
nor  did  he  know  whether  Fba»dti^>\^ 
wonld  be  in  safety.  They  mirfit  ''JJL  ibgr 
forta  as  much  as  tbey  pleased;  he  iw* 
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one,  ud  did  not  nmch  valoe  it.  The  Britiah 
ltd  gone  past  tbem,  and  what  was  to  hinder  the 
LlgOTinee,  or  mch  a  dikq  as  Mr.  Oooper,  trom 
Stting  paat  them  t  Were  be  on  the  ooset  of 
B  enemj,  he  should  not  have  the  least  scruple 
t  engaging  to  nm  a  ship  hy  nich  forta,  when 
here  waa  In  view  so  groat  a  prospect  as  the 
Innder  of  Philadelphia.  He  strongl;  prMsed 
be  neoes^tj  of  sending  oat  the  proposed  fleet 
■  qoicUj  aa  po«bI& 

Mr.  Ambb  Stacked  the  mover  of  the  resoln- 
kms  on  the  Report  (^  the  Becretarj  (Mr. 
Llddoh)  for  not  dispIajiDg  in  the  tfTair  of  the 
Ugerines  some  part  of  die  spirit  which  he  had 
xert«d  on  the  other  occadon.  He  thought  it 
hamefol  to  bay  a  peace,  uid  that  there  oonld 
w  no  secoritj,  if  we  did.  He  recommeDded 
a  annameoL  Fortngal  had  shown  herself 
riandl; ;  and,  referring  to  what  Mr.  Clasx  had 
tated,  he  waa  of  opinion  ahe  would  give  our 
hips  shelter  in  her  porta.  He  thought  tbat  dz 
tont  ftigates  at  the  month  of  the  Btraits  woold 
lo  the  hnrineee.  He  went  at  connderable 
mgthinto  Mr.  Mai»son'b  reeolntions,  and  con- 
l^oed,  npon  varions  gronnda,  the  argamentg 
ind  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  who  supported 
hem.  Yesterday,  we  were  told  that  Briton 
Innt  not  qoarrel  with  America,  and  to-day  ahe 
I  represented  as  ready  to  do  it  Onr  commerce 
I  on  the  point  of  being  annihilated,  and,  nuleas 
in  annament  is  fitted  ont,  we  may  verj  aoon 
upect  the  Algerines  on  the  coast  of  America. 

Mr.  GiuEB,  ia  reply,  said  that  Mr.  Ames  drew 
nconsistent  pictnres.  One  day  he  represented 
he  American  commerce  at  the  summit  of  proa- 
>erity ;  the  next,  it  was  rednced  to  notbinK.  In 
lefence  of  the  commercial  regulationa,  he  re- 
UDded  the  Honse  that  Britain,  and  not  Algiers, 
nsthe  real  object  of  alarm,  and  the  real  source 
rf  hostility.  It  waa,  therefore,  proper  to  pro- 
ride  remedies  against  both  of  these  iUaatxious 
XHifederates. .  Algiers  was  hat  the  inatnunent, 
Britain  was  the  cause.  The  relionoe  of  Britun 
ipon  thia  instmment  plainly  showed  that  she 
ras  not  eqna]  to  a  war  and  a  commercial  contest. 
Jhe  had,  therefore,  tnmed  loose  the  Algerines 
ipon  ns — a  iact  which  ia  pretty  generally  ac- 
mowledged  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  It  is, 
Jierefore,  in  the  power  of  Britain  to  prevent 
Ite  progresa  <j  these  pirates.  The  commercial 
restrictions  wUl  rednoe  Britain  to  difficulty,  and 
ibe  will  then,  for  the  sake  of  friendship  with 
Moerica,  be  glad  to  pot  a  stop  to  the  Algerine 
YTagea.  Until  some  measure  of  this  kind  has 
wen  adopted,  Britain,  as  she  has  raised  up  Al- 
peta,  will  keep  her  np.  The  obeapeat  mode  of 
!rt^g  pe*c«  will  certainly  be  by  embracing 
ha  oommennal  regnlstions.  Mr.  Q.  was  averse 
)Othe  proposal  of  a  fleet.  He  agreed  verymneh 
vith  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
i'uxK,}  that  it  would  be  a  better  expedient  to 
iire  the  fleet  of  PortUjnd.  He  conridered  the 
ntablishment  of  a  maritime  force  aa  having  a 
lirect  tendency  to  war ;  whereas,  the  commer- 
lial  restrictions  had  tlie  same  tendency  to  peace, 
Fhe  sending  of  American  armed  ships  into  the 
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midst  of  the  fleeta  of  Eorope  would  certainly 
produce  a  quarrel.  It  had  been  well  remarked, 
(by  Mr.  Class,}  that,  if  an  attempt  was  made 
to  searob  our  ships  of  war,  lite  our  merchant- 
men, it  would  in&llibly  produce  a  pnhlio  afiVont, 
and  consequent  boetilities. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  reply  to  some  remarks  which 
bad  fallen  fh>m  Mr.  Siirni,  respecting  the  prev- 
ent high  prioe  of  wheat  in  the  American  mar- 
ket, said,  uiat  he  had  been  informed  of  a  plnoe 
where  wheat  sold  for  four  sbillinga  and  siipence 
per  buahel  only,  where  the  dollar  passes  for  six 
shlllingB.  Mr.  M.  supposed  that  Britain  could 
render  very  essential  service  to  the  Algerince, 
without  embarking  in  a  war.  She  has  not  em- 
barked  in  a  war  to  the  north-west  of  the  Ohio, 
but  ahe  has  done  the  same  ibing,  in  substance, 
by  supplying  the  Indians  with  anna,  ammnni- 
tion,  and,  perhaps,  wilb  anbsiatenae.  He  did 
not  assert  uiat  Britain  directed  the  plan  of  the 
Indian  eipeditiona,  for  be  bad  no  explicit  evi- 
dence that  they  actoally  did  so.  In  the  same 
w^  that  they  gave  underhand  asdstance  to  tbe 
Inmana,  thev  would  give  it  to  tbe  Algerinea, 
rather  than  hazard  an  open  war. 

The  committee  now  rose,  without  coming  to 
the  qaestion. 

Fridat,  Febmary  1, 

John  pAaB,)h>mTirKiuia,  appeared,  prodooed 

his  oredentiala,  and  took  bis  seat  in  the  Honse. 

Algtrme  War. 

TBS  NATAL  TOROX. 

The  Honse  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  tie  state  of  the  Union. 
The  Ofaainnan  read  the  resolution  before  the 
Honse  for  equipping  a  Naval  force. 

Mr.  Madison  thought  this  expedient  unlikely 
to  answer  the  purpose,  and  liable  to  many  ob^ 
lections.  Before  the  American  squadron  can 
be  eqnipped,  the  truce  between  Algiers  and 
Portugal  muEt  expire.  Wlien  that  expiration 
shall  take  place,  she  either  will  not  renew  the 
truce  at  all,  or  she  wUl  stipulate  that  the  United 
States  shall  be  comprehended  in  it.  He  would 
save  the  money  intended  for  the  fleet,  and  hire 
the  Fortugneee  shipa  of  war  with  it,  as  soon  as 
the  truce  ends.  He  wished  that  tbe  committee 
might  r^ect  the  present  motion,  and  when  they 
did  so,  he  would  move  a  resolution,  a  copy  of 
which  he  read  to  the  committee.  It  waa  in 
snbstanoe: 

"  Tliat  the  (um  <X doUan  b*  provided  to 

bo  employed  In  roch  a  manner  as  ehonld  be  fanod 
moat  f  Eleonu]  for  obCalmng  a  peace  with  the  Rwcney 
of  Alglcra ;  and  failing  of  thli,  that  the  nun  dioDld 
b«  applied  to  the  end  of  obtahiiiiK  piDteetion  from 
eome  of  the  Enropean  Poire™,"    v 

Mr.  M.  considered  the  (trll-.flia'fnt  at  present 
proposed,  as  quite  loo  smiill  lu'^i^itWer  any  effl- 
dent  purpose.  , 

A  member  here  observed,  uat  it  would  be 
hazardous  to  rely  on  Portugal ;  because,  though 
the  truce  might  expire  in  about  ^  loontha,  it 
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wonU  poanblj  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  or  converted  into  a  peace. 

ICr.  FiTKDioira  wished  that  nDtlemen  would 
paj  Bome  atlention  to  atteeted  acta,  before  they 
ao  abruptly  declare  that  the  sx  shipa  proposed 
hj  the  committM  to  be  bnilt  and  pat  into  com- 
miaaion,  were  incompetent  to  the  end  for  vhicb 
they  were  dedgned.  The  committee  had  be- 
stowed conmdersble  timo  ia  deliberating  upon 
the  beet  information  which  coold  be  obtaioed, 
before  thej  apedfled  the  force  raqnirite  to  be 
employed,  and  they  had  been  satisfied,  that 
what  was  now  proposed  would  be  equal  to  the 
end.  Here  Ur.  F.  read  a  different  statement  of 
the  ahipa  of  war  in  the  aervice  of  the  ftegency 
of  Algiers^  at  different  times.  One  of  these 
howB  that  in  the  year  178B,  there  were  nine 
xebecs,  from  thirty-six  to  ten  gmia,  and  one  ship 
of  forty  guns  npon  the  stocbsi  bnt  that  several 
of  the  xebecs  were  laid  np  or  unfit  for  service. 
A  second  wdmate  of  the  Algerine  maritime 
force,  had  been  transmitted  by  Mr.  Homphriea. 
He  specified  four  irigatce,  two  xebecs,  and  one 
bri^.  By  advioea  sdli  more  reoent,  tho  fleet 
conristed  of  one  vessel  of  forty-fonr  gons,  one 
of  thirty-siz,  one  of  twenty-eight,  three  zebeca, 
and  a  brig.  Mr.  F.  observed,  that  gentlemen 
bad  oUected  to  the  sendiDg  ont  an  American 
fleet ;  tbat  they  coold  not  always  keep  tiwether. 
He  reminded  them,  that  from  Novemher  to 
Uarch  or  ApriLthe  corsairs  of  Barbary  nevw 
go  oat  to  sea.  There  were  two  months  during 
that  time,  when  they  were  restrained  by  their 
religion  from  piratical  exonrsions.  The  com- 
mitt«e  had  be^  told,  that  the  Portngneee  are 
ready  to  asdat  ns.  There  ia  ^nnd  to  eipeot 
thla  assistance,  bat  not  to  depend  npon  il^  Two 
American  frigates,  along  with  the  Portngneee 
Teasels,  would  be  folly  eqnal  to  the  task  of  cnrb- 
ing  the  Algerinea.  As  to  miHtia,  he  oonld  not 
see  of  what  conaeqnenoe  they  coold  be  in  a  na- 
val contest  With  regard  to  expense,  he  stated 
a  very  important  &ct.  The  United  States  im- 
port, animally,  two  millions  of  bushels  of  salt 
from  theee  countries,  which  the  Algerinea  will 
cat  off  from  our  commerce.  The  rise  on  that 
article  must  then  be  at  least  one  dollar  per 
bnahel ;  which  is  a  tax  of  two  milHons  of  ool- 
lars  at  onoe,  or  three  times  the  en>ense  of  the 
armament.  Probably,  however,  the  loss  may 
extend  to  fonr  millions  of  dollars  on  this  single 
article  of  aalt,  in  one  year  only ;  a  snm  which 
would  heep  np  the  fleet  a  long  time.  We  have 
been  trying  to  bay  a  peace,  bat  withoat  snc- 
ceaa;  and  if  we  are  not  able  to  enforce  it,  the 
price  of  bnying  it  most  be  so  mach  the  higher. 
As  soon  as  Portngal  is  left  to  herself  she  will 
certainly  protect  as,  because  it  is  mnch  for  her 
interest  to  do  sol  At  present,  she  cannot,  per- 
haps, from  the  influence  of  the  combined  pow- 
ers. Mr.  F.,  thercfbre,  recommended  an  arma- 
ment in  the  ill  can  tilne. 

Mr.  SuuB  ol^eoied  to  this  measnre,  beoanse 
it  was  nnequal  to  the  tssk.  Britain  woald  as- 
sist the  Algerinea  nnderhandedly,  as  she  did  an 
enemy  in  another  qnarter,  and  woald  ooutinne 


to  do  BO.  He  did  not  think  she  was  s 
lon^  to  own  it,  bat  she  woald  do  it.* 
Mr.  Niohoulb  went  on  the  same  groond.  Ha 
said  that  Britain  had  not  been  content  wth 
striking  np  a  trace  for  Portngal,  that  the  i3ft- 
rinea  might  be  let  loose  on  American  contnKra, 
bat  her  Minister  at  the  Conrt  of  Iieb<Ki  had  »- 
deavored  to  prevent  onr  vessels  from  obtoimic 
Portagaeae  convoy.  Not  content  with  iniK^ 
ing  a  loss  to  America,  she  had  striven  to  mib 
tbat  loss  immediate.  As  to  the  dnratioii  of  tks 
tmce,  it  conld  not  last  long,  for  the  Qoaoi  tt 
Portugal  bad,  in  &ct,  broken  it  already.  Efaa 
had  declared  that  the  trade  to  that  ouuutry 
ehonld  pass  unmolested;  to  which  conditkn  S 
was  not  likely  that  the  Algerinea  wonld  «■■ 
sent  The  Portngneee  nobiliq?  had  clamored  tf 
the  acceptance  St  a  trace.  So  that,  on  tba 
whole,  it  eonld  hardly  last  long.  A  naval  fo«w 
wasavery  ezp«idve  afiair.  The  greater  part  of 
the  immense  debt  of  England  had  been  lavished 
on  her  navy.  He  was  agunst  bnilding  a  nay. 
Mr.  Swift  had  been  always  sensible  tbat  tha 
dtaation  of  this  country  was  not  fit  far  w. 
We  have  a  very  heavy  debt ;  bnt  still  it  a  bet- 
ter to  bear  debts  than  depredations.  A  geade- 
man  of  extensive  infomiatioa  (Mr.  S.  Shtth,  in 
yesterday's  deiwte)  had  stated  the  rise  of  ioair- 
ance  as  mnch  le^  than  the  armament  wonM 
cost  Britain  had  always  more  dependence  <• 
her  navy,  than  on  the  immense  snms  that  dw 
pays  to  these  barbarians,  Mr.  S.  had  no  doabt 
that  the  proposed  fleet  wonld  have  its  intended 
efibct.  He  despaired  of  either  bnying  a  troM 
or  buyiDB  an  ally.  As  to  the  miUtia  of  Algiers 
they  conld  not  be  brooght  into  action  agaiut 
fri^tea.  He  oonsidered  the  charge  of  hirins 
the  Algerinea,  as  an  unfounded  aceosation  la 
the  honor  of  Britain.  He  could  not  bring  himadf 
to  bdievo  that  she  was  capable  of  a  conduct « 
exceedingly  disgraceful.  He  had  no  direct  en- 
dence  to  convince.  It  might  be  olQect«d  to 
this  armament,  that  it  would  augment  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  throw  too  much  tnfiaence  hilo 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government.  Bnt 
the  same  objection  mi^t  be  started  sgiiiid 
every  armament  whatever. 

Mr.  Mc»8iT  said,  the  gentlomaa  from  yir- 
ginia,  (Mr.  M1.DIS0S,)  yesterday,  observed  that 
be  was  not  a  Uttle  surprised  that  those  who  a 
few  days  since  had  appeared  so  alarmed  at  lb* 
phantom  of  war,  shouto  on  this  qneetion  appear 
so  wiUiiig  to  meet  It  He  would  remark  tiiat 
those  gentlemen  were  alarmed  at  a  shadow 


•  ItliKntcAil  to  b^cM  Uw  lmm«H  pR«nH  vhtak  a* 
hnouiiltr  of  nitloBi  hu  DUda.  Qntt  Britilo  li»lMf« 
ratd«ot  to  the  impntiitloa  of  cxotniiB  plntm  ukd  laniK 
kgklut  m.  She  bM  loBf  iIihm  nraiiil  ta  tiurtf^U  DrfM 
honiltlMiiidloDgigcJoliwdiulBhaliibilivAlstH*'  t^ 
ttaa  ■Hmni.Hnj  tarbiriu  w,  ilM  (Ton  IntwpiaM  U  WM 
ni  hOB)  elTlllMd  WM  vtUt  fiMt  artoas-vtlBua  Iks  |R^ 
ftnd  nwdUioa  of  WUlUm  tlM  FouUi  to  hUIi  Oh  dia«^ 
betveeu  FimnM  ud  tb«  Dnilsd  SUlM,  to  e«Dwtf  JwtaMk 
OowiabMatlfU  lutaiM*  if  old  ulmial^ nUBiit  nte 
tliiH,  md  Annm  «U  dwdi  lueudod  bj  lalti  of  HnilW 
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rhich  appeared  followed  bj  the  Bnbetanoe  of 
rar,  and  were  unwilling  lo  do  anj  thing  that 
night  lead  toawarthat  did  Dot  ;et  exist  Bat 
re  were  now  at  war  with  Algiers,  and  had  no 
boice.  Thev  had  b««n  at  war  wi^  the  United 
Itatea  ever  eiDce  the  end  of  the  BevolatioDar; 
rar.  The  Spaniarda  and  Portuguese  kept  them 
rf  tbin  the  Mediterranean.  Gentlemen  who  are 
,Terw  to  the  report,  hold  ap  two  snbatitnte 
aeasDTes;  one,  which  was  anggeated,  and  has 
«eii  argaed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
Ur.  MADtaoir,}  ia,  that  we  ought  to  grant  a  mm 
o  Portugal  for  her  prot«ctioa  of  our  trade.  The 
itber  is,  that  oommerdal  T^nlations  will  ao- 
ompliah  onr  protection.  He  Uked  neither. 
lie  last,  if  permanent,  will  withdraw  all  temp- 
ation  from  Great  Britain  to  int«rpoee  her  good 
ifBcea.  The  first  ia  worse;  it  la  sabsidudnK 
'ortngal  at  the  expense  of  onr  own  people,  and 
hat  too  withont  secnritj.  Gentlemen  wonld 
Qsfce  it  the  interest  of  Portngal  to  make  sach 
ireaohea  of  tmoe  aa  wonld  oocanonallj  with- 
Iraw  protection,  and  oblige  as  to  Bnhsidize  her 
ligbei.  It  wonld  create  a  di^raoeful  depend- 
Qoe  on  a  foreign  power,  and  weaken  the 
pirit  of  onr  marine ;  whereas,  if  yon  fit  ont 
ngatee,  yon  employ  your  money  In  nourishing 
be  roots  of  your  own  iDdustry ;  you  enooarage 
'OUT  own  ship-baildiag,  lumber,  and  riotnolling 
■osineeB.  He  belieTed,  that  however  true  might 
le  the  snapicioD  of  British  interference  in  In- 
lian  afiUirs,  and  be  feared  it  was  too  true,  he  did 
Lot  believe  tbe  evidence  as  to  Algertne  inter- 
er«nce  strong  enough  to  induce  an  argument 
ig&inst  tbe  report,  nuder  a  anppoaition  that  as 
ireat  Britain  had  effected  tbe  truce,  so  she 
TOuld  aid  Algiers  agunat  ns.  He  thought  so, 
lecanse  it  was  not  now  as  much  her  int«reat  as 
t  was  in  timee  of  peace.  In  times  of  peace, 
lad  Bhe  let  loose  the  Algerines,  her  own  naviga- 
ion  would  have  been  enabled  to  carry  for  us, 
int  now  it  wonld  be  molested  by  the  French, 
ie  did  not  believe  nations,  more  than  persons, 
ronld  do  wrong  purely  out  of  evil  dewgna,  de- 
'oid  of  interest ;  tbe  greatest  villain  would  not. 
V.t  present,  their  ships  are  liable  to  attack  from 
be  French,  and  he  had  it  Erom  good  authority, 
hat  so  far  were  tbe  British  from  having  advan- 
aged  tbemselves  if  they  bad  been  bo  base,  that 
carcely  a  British  ship  had  appeared  sinoe  in 
■or  ports.  The  ship  Ungates  would  be  able  to 
ilockade  the Gutof  Gibraltar;  the  Algeiines did 
lot  Bail  in  fleets;  thej  wanted  plnnder,  not 
jiory ;  when  they  discovered  tbey  bad  to  get 
he  firiit  by  hard  fighting^  they  would  listen  to 
■eaccL  accompanied  by  money.  Spun,  it  was 
roe,  had  purchased  a  peace,  but  there  was  an 
lereditary  inveteracy  against  Spain,  and  a  fa- 
ility  of  attacking  ber  shoree  whioh  we  need 
lot  fear ;  w>  it  was  her  intereat  to  buy  a  p 
Then  war  could  bring  her  nothing  but  a  glory 
.bat  almost  di^ac^d  her  armies ;  as  to  JuJiiaiy 
rf  power  in  the  Ezeontive,  he  hoped  to  see  a 
nvper  equipoise  in  the  powers  of  tbia  Qovem- 
nent;  but,  when  proper  occadons  occurred,  he 
toped  Oongresa  wonld  never  refiiae  the  ade- 


»  means  to  enable  the  EzeonUve  to  dis- 
charge its  constitntional  duties. 

Hr.  GooDHtn  observed,  that  tbe  committee 
had  carefully  looked  over  the  statement  of  the 
marine  foroe  of  Algiers  for  several  years  back, 
and  bad  no  reason  to  donbt  that  the  as.  veaseLs 
would  bo  equal  to  the  purpose  intended.  There 
no  ground  to  suppose  Algiers  wonld  have 
B  force  at  present  tWn  she  had  during  her 
with  Portngal.  He  had  no  donbt  that  the 
Algerinee  were  let  loose  ou  the  American,  com- 
meroe  to  prevent  anppliee  going  to  France,  and 
while  tbe  war  lasts,  we  abtill  not  be  able  to  bay 
a  peaoe.  It  is  said,  that  tbe  trace  was  but  for  a 
year,  and  in  sii  months  it  will  expire.  He  did 
not  wish  to  depend  on  that,  when  the  evil  is  so 
'].  And  why  depend  on  Portugal!  She  ia 
I  under  the  influence  of  Britain  than  any 
other  nation  in  Europe.  When  Britain  has  been 
at  the  trouble  of  stipulating  a  peace  for  Portu- 
gal, will  she  suffer  that  nation  to  asdst  tut 
Certainly  not.  Or  is  it  wise  to  aland  by  and 
depend  upon  such  a  resource? 

Mr.  MiDisoN  said,  that  gentlemen  tbonght  so 
differently  on  this  subject,  and  advaoced  aigu* 
mente  against  his  aide  of- tbe  question  of  such  * 
different  nature,  that  it  was  difficult  or  impossi- 
ble to  pve  them  an  answer.  He  then  prdoeed- 
ed  to  quote  the  speech  of  Mr.  Goodhttb  ;  when 
that  gentleman  rose  to  explain.  Mr.  M,  then 
proceeded  to  notice  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Fm- 
swOKB  and  Mr.  S.  Surra.  Both  of  these  gen- 
tlemen were  np  more  than  once  to  explain,  as 
having  been  misquoted.  In  a  speech  of  con- 
ffldarable  length,  he  was  not  soffered  long  to 

S>oeed  withont  interruptions  of  explanations. 
Is  produced  a  scene  of  altercation.  One  eir- 
cnmstanoe^  however,  wsb  mentioned  by  Mr. 
FirzaniOflS  that  deserves  particular  notice. 
From  April  to  December  next,  he  stud,  tbe  in- 
surance on  American  abipa  from  Englanii  and 
the  rest  of  Eurt^  will  not  be  less  than  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  their  value  on  account  of  the 
Algerines. 

The  Honse  now  adjourned,  without  taking 
any  question. 

TcBSDAT,  March  4 
Mtimate  of  Appropriation!. 
The  Honse  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  Report  of  the 
Secretory  of  the  Treasury  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  be  appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-foOT; 
and  aftorsome  time  spent  therein,  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  committee  had  again  bad  the 
soid  report  under  consideration,  and  oome  to 
a  resolution  thereupon ;  which  he  delivered  in 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  tbe  same  was  twice 
readg'and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Setehed,  That,  for  tbe  support  of  the  Milita- 
ry Establi^ment  of  the  United  States,  for  tbe 
J  ear  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
)ur,  there  be  appropriated  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  nullion  four  hundred  and  m^- 
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ABBIDGMBNT  OF  THE 

Alfomt  Wmr.-~Nmdi  ArmmnmL 


MT«D  thonsMid  nine  htuidrad  and  thirty-^  AxA- 
Ian  and  one  «eDt ;  that  b  to  107: 
For  QiA  par  of  the  Lenon  of  th« 

United  StatM,        .        .        .  $30S,«B4D0 

For  H)bnM«noe,     .  Sia,657  ?S 

Forforue,         ....  81,<S2  00 

For  dothbg,          .        .        .  113,000  00 

For  equipments  for  the  oavalry,  7,S14  05 

For  horse*  for  the  UTelry,    .  16,000  00 

For  bounty,        ....  6,000  00 

For  the  Ho«idtsl  DeMrtment^  90,000  00 

For  the  Orttnanoe  DepartineDt,  6,T1S  83 
For  repain  and  articlM  directed 

to  lie  made  and  purchased  \ij 

the  PBtsuam  or  tsi  TTmrKo 

Buns, 809,788  84 

For  defennve  protection  of  the 

frontiers,         ....  180,000  00 
For  the  Indian  Department,  .  60,000  00 
For  the  Qoartennaeter'B  Depart- 
ment,         ....  160,000  00 
For  oontingenciee  of  the  War 

Department,       .        ,        ,  80,000  00 

And  for  Invalid  Fenstona,  ,        .  00,289  66 


tl,4C7,086  01 

Ordtrad,  That  a  bill  or  billa  be  bnraght  in, 

pnrsnaDt  to  the  aaid  reeolDtioo;  and  that  Ur. 

BocDDioT,  Mr.  TnmiBcu.,  and  Ur.  Gulespik, 

do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  aame. 

TEunaDAT,  Uaroh  0, 
Slant  Trade. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  tbe  conring  on  the  slave 
trade  from  the  ports  of  tbe  United  Stotea,  Mr. 
BonDiNOT  in  the  chair. 

The  two  first  sections  of  the  UIl  were  agreed  to, 
with  one  alteration  moved  bj  Mr.  Tbokbcu:., 
which  was  to  give  the  District  Conrt  as  well  as 
the  Circuit  Goorts  cofcnizance  of  the  ofibnoe. 

The  third  section  whicli  relates  to  the  penalty 
Ac.,  it  was  moved  shonld  be  stmck  ont.  This 
motion  was  negatived.  It  was  then  moved  to 
insert  the  word /wrijn before  "ship  or  vessel;" 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  committee  proceeded  throngh  the  bill, 
which  was  reported  to  tbe  Honse  with  sundry 
amendments;  these  were  agreed  to  bv  the  Hons^ 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  Uiird 
reading, 

MoKD^T,  March  10. 
Alg&rine  War. 

Naval  Ajuukbht. 
Hr.  Giun  observed,  that,  from  the  sense  of 
the  Hotise  several  times  manifested  on  this  snb- 
Ject,  there  remained  no  donbt  but  that  the  bill 
wnnld  pass.  In  that  event,  he  most  earnestly 
hoped  tJiat  die  suceeas  of  the  measore  would,  at 
least,eqaaltbeeipectationsof ttsadvoeatcs.  In- 
deed, he  hoped  that  their  expectations  would  tie 
disappointed  andexceeded;  for  it  did  not  seem  t« 
him  that  even  they  were  very  positive  as  to  its 
ftdl  competency  to  the  end  proposed.     He  even 


pIiacB,)ni 

wished  that  evwy  ship  could  be  ftinudted  wiA 
the  oaf  of  FortoBBtna  and  the  dddd  of  Htm- 
les ;  for  be  was  penoaded  that,  hi  the  pn« 
state  rfthinca,  aome  magical  InflneMewooldb 
fonnd  easeotiBl  to  enaUe  them  to  effect  Umit  » 
dertakiog.  He  observed,  that,  at  pnsHtl,^! 
wisdixn  or  foil;  of  the  proposed  messire  ra 
mere  matter  of  o]nnion;  tnat  the  paw^t  of 
the  Un  will  fWuish  fbtiiritT  with  a  eaa^ 
experiment  of  its  tme  otiarocter. 

He  intended  to  offer  his  rewmis  against  b 
pawage  of  the  bill,  not  with  a  hope  of  mi^ 
proselytes,  bnt  as  a  testimony  of  the  reila*- 
tivea  which  inflnenoed  his  oppodtioo.  Tdk 
this  view,  be  sbonld  onlv  mention  foax  at  Ai 
general  impreanons  proanoed  on  his  mindly 
this  sntfject,  withont  flitigniag  tlie  Houm  wA 
mionte  eiemplifloations  (^  them. 

Tbe  anliject  had  presented  itself  to  lum  i> 
two  point*  of  view — Ist,  as  aP    " 


.  ad,  as  the  foundation  of  a  _ 
iient  naval  establishment. 

He  could  not  help  preminng  that,  in  fl( 
course  of  disoosMon,  the  advocates  of  the  l^ 
bad  censored  its  opponents  with  a  want  of  A- 
poeition  for  tbe  protection  of  oommefte,  wK* 
they  claimed  a  monopoly  of  oil  good  iotoiM 
towards  this  object  He  did  not  mean  (0  da* 
gate  from  the  good  intention  of  the  fiiToiw" 
the  bill,  bnt  be  believed  its  opponents  p«*^ 
as  pure  a  zeal  for  tbe  protecdon  snd  die  «■ 
oonragement  of  eomnieroe  as  its  advocstei  R* 
not  a  qnestion  whether  oommerce  is,  t>r^^ 
to  be  protected ;  bat  whether  the  plan  p«w« 
be  the  most  effectual  and  the  least  eiceptia>»' 
that  can  be  devised  for  that  purposef  Tbeff 
fbrenoe  of  opinion  does  not  oonsist  in  t''*^'^ 
be  produced,  hot  in  the  means  jwupoeedlo  <ft* 
the  end.  ^ 

The  first  olf{eetion  he  shonld  make  to  lh*H 
would  be,  the  obvious  inadequacy  of  the  "B** 
contemplated  to  efiect  the  end  propcasd  t? 
them.  The  object  proposed  is  an  efcotmlw 
sistance,  not  only  to  Uie  whole  present  w* 
force  of  Algiers,  but  to  their  whole  nsvsl  mV- 
The  bill  contains,  in  itself,  easentislty  «  dedi* 
tionofwar.  Om- oolonlationa,  thereflwe,  sIhw* 
be  extended  to  the  utmost  limit  of  the  u» 
abUity  of  the  hostile  nation.  The  mesas  tot* 
employed  oonsist  of  four  frigates  of  ^f^'*^ 
gnns  each,  and  two  ships  of  thirty-ai  jra 
each.  To  decide  with  propriety  upon  the  * 
jection,  this  force  should  be  oompsred  wili  i" 
naval  ability  of  Algiers.  He  m  not  mf^  " 
go  into  a  minnte  history  of  Algiers.  He«e"J 
only  observe,  in  generd,  that  it  w»  s  P*?*" 
country ;  that  it  had  furnished  at  one  tiiM*' 
hondred  thousand  fighting  men ;  that  it»J^ 
at  this  day  wss  as  great  as  at  any  P"*^  , 
period ;  that  they  were  a  warlike  people,  K^ 
tomed  to  naval  enterprises  and  '^^'''Li 
nilval  engagements;  that,  for  some  1"",^ 
they  had  been  snbsidiied  for  pea«  ^^^'^ 
even  European  natioiL  F  '"'''  " 
oonduding,  from  these  drci 
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batbI  ability  of  th«  n«tkm  tHher  wu  or  mig^t 
without  anf  ODOonunoa  eserti<HU,  be  rendered 
iuperior  to  four  forty-fonr  gim  Mgatea  and  two 
tl^^-six  gun  ships,  tbe  forte  ooDt«iopUted  by 
the  bill ;  and,  if  tlie  condnaona  were  jiut,  the 
bffli«  unwise. 

Mr.  G.  pnxwaded  to  oondder  tjie  bill  as  the 
finrndatioQ  of  a  pennanoDt  nsTal  establishment. 
HeBaidtherewasaalMtae  in  thetnllanthorinng 
ibo  Pbkideht  to  ED^tend  all  prooMdiDjgs  in  the 
eqaipment  of  the  armamuit,  in  case  cJ  a  peace 
with  Algiers,  which  gave  him  aonw  consolation; 
bat  it  did  not  altogether  relieve  his  q>prehen- 
aions  from  this  operation  of  tbe  meaanre.  beoause 
be  knew  that  a  permaurait  naval  eetaUiahment 
wna  a  favorite  policy  with  Bome  gentleman,  and 
because  the  argument  bod  been  m^ed  in  favor 
of  the  present  bilL 

He  observed  that  a  permanent  naval  eetahlieh- 
ment  could  be  recommended  to  the  United  Stat«e 
but  ihnn  one  or  both  of  the  following  oonsidera- 
tkns :  either  upon  the  principle  of  entering  tntii 
a  competition  for  naval  power  with  the  Powers 
at  Europe ;  or  as  affin^ng  secnritj  to  the  col- 
lection of  onr  own  revenue. 

He  thought  the  qn««tion  of  a  permanent  naval 
eatablishment  was  one  of  the  most 
'Which  could  be  presented  to  the  ooi 
of  the  Tlouse,  and  that  the  must  Beriooa 

riic«s  were  neceesarilr  orameoted  with  it.  Ii 
&3t  place,  he  viewed  the  establishment  of 
navy  as  a  oonplete  dereliction  of  the  policy  of 
diaohuging  the  principal  of  the  pablic  debt. 
Histor;  does  not  aSbrd  an  instance  of  a  nation 
which  continned  to  increase  their  navy  and  de- 
ersnse  their  debt  at  tbe  some  time.  It  is  an 
m^mtiun  exceeding  the  abUitj  of  aaj  nation. 
ITie  navnl  oompetilion  of  the  Powers  in  Europe 
bas  produced  oppression  to  tbdr  subjects  and 
min  to  thcniselves.  The  ruin  of  the  French 
Monarchy,  he  believe^  might  be  ascribed  very 
0Iim1i  (o  that  cause.  A  navy  is  the  most  expen- 
dve  of  all  means  of  defence,  and  the  tyranny  of 
MTenunenta  omuteis  in  the  expensiveness  of 
Uteir  machinery.  The  expensivenesi  of  tbe 
Fianch  Uonarohy  is  Uie  txne  oanse  of  ita  deatruo- 
tko.  Tbe  navy  of  Fraftce  ftirniahed  the  prin- 
opalitem  (^  that  expense.  The  navy  produced 
expanse,  the  expense  exceeded  the  revenue,  new 
eontribations  became  necessary,  the  people  saw 
the  ^anny,  and  destroyed  the  tyrant.  The 
same  eflbct,  by  the  same  policy,  will  rnvbably 
be  produoad  in  great  Great  Britwn.  The  Gov- 
entmeot  it  not  yet  destroyed,  but  the  people  arc 
epfweesed,  liberty  to  banished.  The  extensive- 
aeaa  of  the  Qovenunent  is  the  tnie  nxnmd  of 
tlie  oppression  of  the  people.  The  King,  llie 
Nobility,  tbe  Priesthood,  the  Airoy,  and,  above 
ftll,  the  Kavy. 

All  this  machinery  lessens  the  nnmber  of  the 
prodnctive  and  increases  the  number  of  nnpro- 
dootive  hands  of  ^ixB  nation  in  Great  Britun. 
Ste  <^iaration  has  been  extended  ao  fiu  that  the 
pots'  rates  alone  probablv  afforded  a  greater  tax 
per  «wica  than  the  whole  taxes  pud  in  the 
tTnited  States.    H«  wai  astonished  with  these 


fatal  exami^esbefbra  oar  eyes,  that  there  dtonUl 

be  any  gentlenjen  who  would  wish  to  eater  into 
this  fashionable  system  of  politics.  He  said  the 
United  States  btul  already  progressed  Kill  fbr 
enoogh  into  this  system ;  for,  exolusirely  of  the 
ordinary  expense  of  tbe  Civil  List,  a  debt  had 
been  ihnded  upon  principles  of  duration.  An 
army  had  been  raised,  at  an  immense  oxpenM, 
'  now  there  was  a  prtqiosition  for  a  navy, 
observed  that,  for  several  yean  past,  tM 
uipropriations  for  the  support  at  the  Mihtaty 
Eslablisbment  had  exceeded  a  milUon  of  doQan 
uinom — &can  one  million  to  cme  millioa 
and  a  half  annn^y.  He  believed  that,  if  the 
expense  had  been  foreseen,  there  wonld  have 
been  more  active  efforts  to  have  avoided  it.  It 
was  a  polity,  at  tiiis  day,  very  generally  oon- 
duuned ;  yet  we  are  now  to  exhibit  a  coimter- 
part  of  this  policy  upon  the  ocean,  witii  tbii 
aggravation — that  it  will  oommooce  with  greats 
certain  expense,  and  with  a  more  nncertaia  ob- 
ject. The  ^stem  of  governing  by  debto  ha 
oonceived  the  most  rewied  system  of  tyranny. 
It  seems  to  have  t>e«i  a  contrivance  devised  ^ 
politicians  to  succeed  the  old  system  of  feudd 
tenur«e.  Both  systems  were  tyrannioal,  but  the 
objeots  of  their  tyranny  were  diSbrenL  The 
systemof  buds  (q>erated  upon  the  pwson  of  tbe 
individnol — the  system  of  debts  i^>eTate8  (qpoa 
the  pookets  of  the  individnal.  In  the  fendd 
system,  the  tenant  often  received  some  indnl" 
gencc  and  lenity  &om  the  martial  geserou^ 
which  generally  oharaoteriied  the  lord,  Tha 
lord  was  gratified  with  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  tenant  that  he  was  a  slave,  uid  ^e  remfi- 
tion  of  a  peppercorn  as  an  evidence  of  it.  The 
prodnct  of  the  tenant's  labor  was  left  for  his 
own  support.  The  system  of  debts  affords  no 
such  iodnlgencee.  Its  tme  policy  is  to  devigs 
objects  of  expense,  and  to  draw  the  greateat 
possible  snm  Irom  the  people  in  the  least  viriUe 
mode.    It  boasts  not  ot  eoonomiiing  in  oalli 

Tm  the  people  for  eontribntiona.  It  boMrts  not 
economiziDg  in  the  objects  of  expenditnra. 
It  consuUa  tbe  obedienoe,  and  not  tbe  hspplne« 
of  the  people.  There  is  no  device  which  fkcili- 
tat«e  tbe  system  of  expense  and  debts  so  miKdl 
as  a  navy.  And  he  declared,  from  that  ooa- 
sideratiou,  he  should  value  hia  liberty  at  a  lower 
price  than  he  now  did,  if  tbe  policy  of  a  pw- 
manent  Naval  Establishment  should  obtain  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  remarked,  that  though  it  waa 
not  probable  anj  proselytes  were  to  be  expeoted 
at  this  late  period  of  the  boldness,  and  aner  sa 
ample  a  discussion  as  the  question  had  reoNved 
in  its  different  stages,  yet  ha  conadered  it  neoe^ 
sary  to  make  a  reply  to  some  of  tbe  varioua 
objections  which  hJid  just  been  made  tq  the 
pas^g  of  the  lull.  Muiy  of  those  otgeotiona 
appeared  to  him  totally  inapplioable  to  the  sub- 
ject, which  ho  should  pass  ovw  in  silence.  H 
tt  were  the  design  of  the  Hoose  to  inaur  a  vast 
expense  in  the  establishment  of  a  navy,  merdT 
for  the  idle  purposes  of  vain  parade,  there  wonkl 
be  force  in  some  of  theol^jecticms;  bnt,  mUM 
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VH  not  the  «Me,  and  m  tba  nMaaora  wu 
nwMQK  not  of  dicdott,  bat  of  n0c«B>it7,  extorted 
by  tha  pnaaore  of  nnftviridaUe  etcoUa,  he  did 
not  fiael  tliflir  fiveo  in  ti^  reapoot.  lite  qnee- 
tioK  wu,  rim^7,  iriietber  onr  orannwroe  reqtdr- 
•d  proleelion  a^inat  the  Algerine  ooraure,  and 
whether  this  wu  die  best  mode  of  protectioii. 
The  first  part  of  the  question  wu  sdmittod  on 
all  sides.  For  himaeU^  he  had  always  oooiidBr- 
•d  the  seoond  eqaallf  olear.  Bnt  in  the  oontw 
of  the  discnssion,  wioos  difflooltiei  had  been 
■Urted  Bg^nst  the  mode  of  proteotion,  and  t*- 
riom  Babedtntes  h«d  been  proposed,  u  offiring 
a  remedy  more  prompt,  more  e&otiial,  and  len 
expenrive.  He  wonld  first  oomider  the  pre 
ed  Mbstitiitee  f«r  a  naval  annatnent,  and 
answer  the  ot^eetiona  to  H.  The  sabstitatm 
were:  Int.  TopnmduMeapeaoeof  theAlgerinee. 
Sd.  To  depend  <m  Portngal  breaking  her  tmoe 
with  Algiers,  and  shutting  op  th«r  omisera 
within  the  Btrsits.  8d,  To  pus  o(»nmeroial  re- 
nlations  sgainet  Oreat  Britain.  4th.  ToEmbri- 
dice  other  nations  to  prateot  onr  oommeroe. 

To  these  severs]  sabetitntea,  he  might,  i 
few  words,  ol^eot  that  the  flmt  wu  impraoldea- 
ble,  the  seoond  preoariotu,  thetbird  inoperative, 
and  the  foorth  didionor^le. 

Mr.  8.  next  reviewed  the  principal  objectiona 
to  the  bill.  These  were,  he  said,  Ist.  That  the 
force  Gontcmplated  wu  moompet^nt.  2d.  That 
Bending  an  armed  fbrce  on  the  ocean  would  be 
the  means  of  involving  ns  In  a  war  with  soi 
of  the  maritime  powers.  Sd.  That  we  had 
friend])'  ports  in  Europe,  wliiah  onr  frigates 
oonld  reeort  to  for  suppljce  or  refilment  4th. 
That  the  expense  would  exceed  the  ol^eot  to  be 
protected.  Sth.  That  onr  trade  wonld  be  de- 
prived of  the  seamen  reqnired  to  man  the  M- 
gat«s.  Ath.  Tliat  it  wu  now  so  late  in  the  sea- 
son we  could  not  protect  onr  vessels  the  essn- 
Ing  mmmer,  and  that  some  fovorable  events 
miriit  oocnr  before  the  frigates  oonld  be  eqnip- 
ped,  which  would  render  diem  nnnecemai7. 
Tlh.  That  this  wu  the  beginning  of  a  Naval 
Establishment,  whieh  wonld  hereafter  involve 
this  oonntry  in  immense  debts  and  maritime 
wars. 

[To  the  argameota  aguuaC  a  Kkval  EetidiHihrnsnt, 
Ml.  SioTH  aiuirered :] 

The  dangers  reenlting  ft'om  a  large  Navy 
Establialunent,  and  the  immeoHe  debts  the; 
have  created  in  other  eonntries,  had  been  de- 
picted, and  the  Hoase  had  been  wsjned  agunst 
such  evils.  How  a  bill  providing  six  frigates, 
which  were  to  exist  only  during  the  war  with 
Algiers,  could  excite  an  ajipreheDsion  of  a  large 
ana  permanent  navy,  and  an  enormous  debt, 
t£r.  B.  sdd  he  wu  at  a  loss  to  discover.  Tiie 
danse  which  authorized  the  PnzeiDnm,  tn  the 
event  of  a  peace  with  the  Regency  of  Algiera, 
to  discontinue  the  armameiit,  wu  a  complete 
answer  to  all  the  reasoning  which  had  been 
indulged  on  the  snUect  of  navies  and  debts. 
Admitting  there  had  been  no  such  clause,  he  (Ud 


ir  apfOoatWty  of  tlien» 


not  feel  the  weight 

This  conntry  is  peonliariy  fitted 
abounding  in  all  kinda  of  naval  r 
have  within  onrsetvee  those  meana  whid  ode 
maritime  nations  were  obliged  to  obtnn  fis 
abroad.  The  nature  of  our  sitnatioii,  and  Ita 
navigating  disposition  of  a  ocnnderable  prepv- 
tion  of  onr  dtiznu,  evince  still  more  me  ps. 
priet;  of  some  Naval  Establitliment.  Perta^ 
the  ooontaT  is  not  yet  matore  for  such  an  v* 
blidunent  to  an;  (peat  extent ;  bat  lie  bctofW 
the  period  wu  not  br  distsnt,  wh«i  it  woaU  k 
Sweden,  with  a  nopnlati«!i  not  Kt-eeter  Ika 
thatofthe  TTnited  States,  and  wilS  mon^ 


der  rteonroes,  maintsined  a  l>ive  luvy.  Hi 
saw  no  rea«»  wfa;  the  United  iStatee,  wit&  m 
increasn^  popnlatimi,  mnch  individoal  irnilft. 
and  o(»]siderable  national  resooroeH,  might  wt^ 
withoat  min,  do  u  mnch,  or  whj  the  effV- 
ment  of  a  squadron,  in&riof  to  tliat  of  any  «'a« 
petty  nations  of  Italy,  shonld  inT^dve  na  ia  « 
maopportable  expense. 

The  qneetion  wu  then  taken  <m  the  [iiiini 
of  the  bill,  and  it  wu  resolved  in  tha  affini- 
tive—yeu  80,  n^g  80,  M  followa  : 

Teu. — HesDi.  Flihw  Ames,  John  ]Ti»llj,  Eia 
Bondicot,  Sheariaahob  Boqiim,  llaijjaiuitt  Bobtb^ 
Lunbwt  CadvJadw,  David  Cebh,  Pd^  Ctfc 
Jwhw  Coi^  Hstuy  Dearbirai,  Oeorge  Dear,  Saaid 
Dezt«r,  Tbomu  Fitaimmui,  Dwi^  Foster,  &^U 
Gilbert,  Nicbolas  Gilmu,  Hcurj  Qlsna.  T1iii|>iai 
Goodhoe,  James  Gordon,  Samuel  Griffin,  G<^ 
HisDock,  JameiHiUhoiue,  Wilhuu  H;t»lm»n_  iii^ 
Halten,  John  Wilke*  Eltteia,  Amaaa  I.ui«i, 
JUchard  Bland  Lee,  William  Ljnun,  Pimncii  lU. 
booB,  Petei  MoUenberg,  William  Tana  7~ 
Jodah  Parker,  Thotnai  Scott,  Theodmi  Se_^ 
Jaremiah  Smith,  Sunnel  Smith,  WilliainL-.-. 
Thomas  Sfsigg^  Zephaulah  Sirift,  Silaa  lUba^ 
Oeorgs  Thatoher,  tituh  Tra^,  Jooitliaa  T^m^al, 
John  E.  Van  AOen,  Pater  Tan  fliariilwl.  Pite 
Wadnroith,  Joniniah  WsdncRh,  Alt^iaa  WaC 
Jobn  Watta,  and  Biohard  Winn. 

Natb.— Mean.  Theodonu  Bajl^,  Alvahua  Bali- 
win,  ThOEOaa  Bloont,  Thomas  P.  Came^  GaUd 
Chriatio,  Tfaomai  Olaibome,  Lnac  C«Je%  Wi^ta 
Findlay,  William  B.  Qileb,  Janwi  GiQe»[M,  Ctivto- 
^lei  Gieeimp,  Willtain  Bany  Gror^  Carter  & 
Haiiiacai,  Jolm  Heatli,  I>uiiel  lleitter,  Jcdm  Himt^ 
WiHiam  brine,  Hatihew  Locke,  Nathaniel  Macia, 
JaoMi  Madiwo.  Joseph  McDowell.  AluaidB 
Hebaoe,  William  HoMgomeiy,  Andrew  ilavt, 
Joseph  Herilk,  Anthony  New,  Jobn  ^nelKda,  Na- 
thaniel aOat,  John  Page,  Frauds  PreMon,  Jeka 
Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Thomas  TmdweJl.  Philip  Tta 
Cntlaodt,  Atnaham  Veaafale,  Frand*  Walker,  BO- 
jamin  wnUanu,  Paine  Wingato,  and  Joa^  WaHM. 

TECtrBSDAT,  Uaroh  27. 

SfjuetlnUitm.  qf  Srititk  Deitt. 

Vt.  D1.TTOX  submitted  the  following  rMoln- 

"  Seutped,  That  pnmiiaD  oi^  to  be  »b^  I7 
law,  for  tha  aeqaedratiou  of  ^  tha  dsbti  dM  fiea 
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"  Siahtd,  That  nmUitn  <m^  in  Uka  muner, 
o  be  made  Tor  •eonnns  At  pqnentof  all  MiQh  debta 
tOo  the  TruMnrr  of  &•  DniMd  SUtM,   theM  to  be 

tetd  u  a  pledge  for  th«  indBnmificatiao  of  Rich  of 
be  citiieni  of  the  nid  State*  aa  ihal]  bare  Ril&red 
hm  tlis  ships  of  irar,  privateeit,  or  Ihim  any  penou, 
C  description  of  penou,  acting  under  the  oommu- 
lon  of  aathoii^  of  the  British  King,  id  contnven- 
loD  of  the  Uir  of  oalioiu,  and  In  violation  of  the 
i^ta  of  nentraS^." 


The  Hoose  aooordbigljr  retolv^d  itadf  into 
iid  eommittM. 

Hr.  Dattoit  then  rose  in  rapport  of  his  pro- 
wflitioDf.  Wh«n  be  brought  tkem  fbrward  he 
M  oat  aaeoTopiaj  them  (be  taid)  with  many 
ibeerrationi,  beooDBe  he  was  then  Uboring 
uder  indispontioiL  The  game  canse  would 
ender  him  very  omoiM  now. 

The  i^inries  and  inralts  we  have  BU&t«d 
him  Great  Britain,  he  cone^red,  need  not  be 
twelt  apon.  They  are  well  known,  and  it  ta 
miwaolly  acknowledged  that  we  oogbt  to 
dopt  such  measores  aa  would  Boreen  na  from  a 
•petilaoQ  of  them,  and  aeoore  to  na  reparation. 
[ie  reaolotiona  he  had  broogbt  forward  he  in- 
•Dded  as  part  of  that  ayatam  of  defence  and 
weervation,  other  portiona  of  wbiob  had  al- 
«adj'  received  the  sanction  of  the  Home.  Theae 
eetdntioDS,  he  cmoeived,  wonid  not  be  Uie  least 
fficient  put  of  that  s7Btem. 

He  believed  that,  i^hen  the  oondnot  of  Great 
Jritain  h  reviewed,  it  would  be  fomid  that  it  ia 
reating  their  subjects  withgreat  lenity  to  speak 
it  sequeatraldon  only ;  we  shoold  be  warranted 


Mrty  to  condemnatioti,  withoat  an  appaaranee 
if  an  intention  to  indemnify. 

As  to  reetitoticm  of  the  property  (rfwhioh  we 
lave  boon  plnndered  on  the  high  seas,  it  is  Im- 
Msdble.  It  is  oondenoed,  sold,  and  scattered, 
ud.  DO  hope  can  be  entertained  that  they  in- 
(nd  to  indemnifly  our  snffering  oitizeDs.  If  it 
lad  been  their  intantioo  to  indemni^,  their 
iJoort  in  explanation  of  the  instrnotion  of  the 
tch  of  Hfovember,  would  not  have  given  orders 

0  condemn  Taasels  detained  in  mupeaaa  In  the 
If  est  Indies  nntil  that  elncidation  was  reodved. 

Since,  then,  restitation  ia  impossible,  and  not 

1  shadow  of  hope  exists  that  indemnification 
rill  be  granted;  we  have  only  to  determine 
rhether  we  shall  give  np  the  property  of  which 
ra  have  been  plnndered,  <»  claim  it  with  tStKt 
-eUm  it,  ana  enforce  the  claim,  by  showing 
hat  we  have  the  means  of  retaliation  within 
Hir  power. 

After  the  proceedings  itf  Hie  BritJdt  towards 
la,  he  bebeved,  we  should  have  been  warranted 
B  confiscating  the  property  now  proposed  to  be 
eqnestorod,  withoot  negotiation.  This  would 
lave  been  meting  to  them  as  they  meted  to  as. 
1  aeqnestratioD  is  boetility,  as  be  had  beard  it 
^leJ,  wliat,  he  asked,  ia  oondemnsUon  t  Be- 
■dea,  Uiey  have  impressed  Americoa  dtiiena 


■BriHA  Dettt.  [B.  Of  S. 

into  their  service.  Ve  havereaaoa  to  helieif«t 
(be  concluded  by  remarking,)  from  the  negoti^ 
tion  of  onr  Mituster  with  Lord  Grenville,  frmn 
private  informatlan  on  the  tables  of  Oonarea^ 
aud  from  the  oondnot  of  soma  of  their  tSoen 
high  in  ccnnmaod,  that  to  make  war  on  na  ia 
part  of  their  system. 

Mr.  S.  SmiH  said  he  always  had  wished  fur 
peace,  as  the  first  desideratmn.  With  this  view, 
agreeably  to  the  wise  recommendation  of  the 
Pmamart,  he  agreed  to  those  measnres  calonlat- 
ed  to  pnt  the  comitry  in  a  posture  of  defeoce. 
Thia  waa  the  ]>est  mode  of  securing  peace.  Witb 
the  same  view,  he  propoaed  an  embargo  to  be 
lud,  whioh  wonld  have  drawn  to  onr  ports  tM 
remj^nder  of  onr  maritime  poaooasiwia,  and  have 
left  them  no  longer  within  the  grasp  of  anatiMt 
whoae  only  mle  of  right  fs  the  measnreof  bei 
power.  He  still  wished,  as  long  as  a  shadow 
at  hops  eilsta,  to  seonre  the  bleasiim  (rfpeaoe^ 
With  the  reeolntionB  now  oflbred,  ne  ns  of 
opinion  that  we  might  yet  have  peace;  bid, 
withont  them,  we  ahall  certainly  have  war. 
They  wiU  arrest  twen^  millions  of  dollan  in 
our  hands,  as  a  fond  to  reimburse  the  three  or 
fonr  millions  which  we  have  been  stripped  ol 
by  that  piratioal  nation,  Clreat  Briton,  accord- 
ing to  the  instrodions  of  that  king  of  se* 
robbers  that  leviathan,  which  aims  at  swat 
lowing  all  that  floats  on  the  ooean — that  mon- 
ster, whose  only  Uw  is  power,  and  who  ndther 
reR>eot8  the  rights  of  nations  nor  the  propwty 
of  Uidividnals  1  This  oharaoter  the  nation  ha 
had  loeationed  had  long  deaervad.  Hany  pnxA 
mi^t  be  dted  in  support  of  the  assertion.  H« 
would  only  refer  to  their  condoot  at  St  Enstatia, 
when  they  robbed  their  alUea,  the  Dntdi,  and 
th^  genwals  and  admirals  tamed  vendiM- 
mastars,  and  oondocted  the  plnnderin^  to  <xA' 
leot  rewards  for  their  exploits.  Is  it  (hoa  SQoh 
a  nation  (he  asked)  that  we  are  to  hope  for  Jn» 
Uoet  They  know  not  what Jnstioe  is,  Itissaid 
that  they  showed  their  love  of  jnstice  when  they 
so  liberty  compensated  the  Toriee  aAer  thefr 
war  with  us-  Though  they  despise  tr^toi^ 
yet  self-interest  will  lead  them  to  reward  the 
treachery,  to  encourage  A  prindple  whioh  may 
again  be  useM  to  them.  Self-interest,  then, 
and  not  Jnstioe,  aotnated  them  on  that  ••  on 
every  other  oocauon. 

Let  us  pass  the  resolationa,  then  smd  an  ea- 
voy  to  Oreat  Britain,  and  we  shall  have  pesoo. 
We  shall  then  be  able  to  speak  to  Aem  of  tbdr 
interest  But  if  war  should  be  the  inevitaU* 
issue,  Americana,  he  was  sure,  wotdd  meet  it 
like  men,  rather  than  snbmittoinsnltand  auAr 
the  honor  of  the  ooontiT  to  be  proatrated. 

If  we  were  able,  while  in  inmnoy  as  a  natiim, 
to  assert  onr  righta,  wilt  it  be  said,  that,  now 
we  have  arrived  at  astateof  manhood,  we  ehaU 
fear  them  t  Nol  our  yonng  mtm  burn  for  an 
opportunity  to  defend  the  lib«ly,  rights,  and 
property  d  their  country.  They  will  step  oof 
as  one,  and  meet  the  event  like  men. 

He  read  a  quotation  frtmi  VatttL  to  dtow 
that  a  nation  has  a  rigitt  to  pay  her  oitiieDa  tor 
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loMM  infliotod  b;  •notber  nUloD,  ootOrtj  to 
rii^t,  bj  oonflwating  the  prwertj  belooc^g  to 
the  dUMDa  of  that  nation.  The  tie  of  iotenat, 
be  ocmoloded  bv  remarking'  li  tbe  etiwigeat  lie 
we  bAve  upoD  Great  Britain.  Let  m  p«M  tbe 
raeohitiona,  and  that  nation  will  nerw  again 
give  na  oraee  to  peaB  aimiUr  ooei.  Tbe  peorie 
oatof  doon  will  nj  that  we  have  done  rignt 
Tbe  nation!  lyi  Europe  will  rejoice  to  aee  this 
pow^,  which  is  oMnmittiog  depredations  on  ell 
nations,  bumbled.  The  reedntuns,  be  obaerred, 


warranted  bj  the  law  of  nations.  PuHio  oon- 
b«ota  sboald  be  laored. 

Ifr.  BovDuroT  said,  be  had  not  intended  to 
take  part  in  the  debate  at  this  eerlj  atase  of  it ; 
bat  what  bad  &llen  fhim  the  member  laat  up, 
Qonvinoed  blm  that  the  House  should  not  go 
tala  a  oonrideration  of  the  mt^eot  at  this  time. 
It  should  be  ocmsidered  with  oocdneaa,  and  all 
peHioDB  pDt  OQt  of  tlie  qneetion. 

No  doabt  we  have  a  right  to  make  reprisals, 
•a  the  Legiilatnre  has  a  right  to  dedare  war ; 
bat  be  donbted  whether  the  United  States,  in 
thdr  preeent  ntnatiim,  would  And  it  thmr  inter- 
est to  go  into  enoh  meaaorea.  Tbe  autbwi^ 
read  frran  FotM  bj  the  member  last  np,  he  ob- 
aeiTed,  nude  against  that  memlier'B  c^nlon. 
Vatletttxpnmlj  aqrs  that  r^irisalt  shotud  not 
be  mftde  on  prooertj  intrnsted  to  pnblie  ftitb. 
Tbe  debiB  of  Biltaah  snl^eota  here  an  in  that 
preiUoameitt.  He  had  Itaard  that  gentlonan, 
not  long  rinoe,  with  pleasar«,  eneiiate  with 
wannth  <ai  the  advantagee  of  oreut,  e^Molall; 
to  tills  oonntr;.  Should  thatoreditbedestrojed 
(he  asked)  b;  deitrojing  the  oonfldenoe  of  for- 
wgners  in  oor  fiuth  I  But,  even  if  this  retalta- 
tiixi  is  lawftil,  will  it  be  the  interest  of  the  eiti- 
nos,  or  rather  of  the  OoTemment,  totakeeneh 
a  step  »t  the  present  timel  We  have  no  donbt 
been  omeUy  tteated;  bnt  we  hare  madepn^er 
upUoation  for  redress,  and  reoeiTed  an  answer  I 
We  t&oold  flmt  send  a  qiecisl  esaoj  and  insist 
(m  an  immediate  answer.  This  woold  lie  the 
mode  of  securing  peace;  at  least,  it  offen  the 
beet  cltanoe  of  seoaring  it. 

The  a^gremiDns  on  our  o<Hnnier«e  made  b^ 
Great  BntMU  are  no  doubt  onoo^  to  rouse  anj 
American's  feelings ;  but  the  Lmslatnre  ought 
not  U>  be  aw«)'ed  bv  pasmons ;  t£e7  ahoold  dis- 
onas  tbe  sal^ect  ouimj  and  deliberately.  He 
hoped  the  ooounittee  woold  rise  and  allow  time, 
at  least,  to  take  the  neo«esarj  messnres  of  de- 
fiinoe;  &»,  ooold  the  Lefpslatnre  Justify  to  their 
eonstitnents  this  step  of  retaliation,  shonld  im- 
medista  boetilitiee,  warlike  boatilities,  be  the 
ocHiseqneoae  t  Tojnstiiyanieasiireof  this  kind 
time  should  be  given  tor  the  defensive  ejttam 
ad<wted  to  be  oarried  Into  operation. 

Mr.  VxacxB  next  spoke.  He  owned  tbe 
measaree  proposed  t^ipeared  to  him  great  and 
momentous,  and,  had  be  an;  powers  of  decla- 
mation, be  shoold  think  it  improper  to  give 
loose  to  them  on  a  qaeetton  of  this  Mnd.  We 
should  weigh  well  our  interest,  examine  carefollj 


the  Mtnation  In  whkli  we  stand,  and  deUnw 
ealmlj  where  we  shall  plaoe  o  -  -      - 


debts  due  to  British  sntjertSL  Vrom  ia  ncdt 
lection  of  tbe  positiona  eetabUsbed  bj  tbe  tiot 
jnrimmdenoe  writers,  no  donbt  remauied  in  Is 
mind  that  we  have  a  clear  right  to  seoort  la 
ourselves  reparation  in  that  war,  '""^  *"  "' 
predicament,  confiscation  even  wonld  be  wr 
ranted,  and  by  a  point  as  firmly  establisbida 
any  jvindple  which  has  the  general  prwtiMi' 
nationi  for  a  iMas. 

One  oi  the  Isteet  writws  <ni  natioBsl  h* 
(.SmisrsAMi)  is  of  oidnion  that  debta  are  pnf- 
erty,  u  well  as  any  thing  cJse,  and  sees  do  rw 
son  why  they  shonld  not,  sa  well  as  other  kSsdi 
of  proper^  be  aeiaed  to  seoore  indemmtr  ftr 
iqjories.  Thts  Is  the  o]rinion  irf  ITojiCm,  ofW 
M,  0rw(Mts,andofhisoonun«DtatoTa.  HemU 
go  Ml  with  along  list  rfantb«KilaeiS  andrtfclt 
actual  treaties  to  show  that  it  has  been  the  im- 
ties  of  nati<ms.  Havbig  establidted  tbe  li^ 
he  pfooeeded  to  consider  the  ezpedieDey  of  At 
pnworitions.  Gientiemen,  he  hoped,  did  nrt 
wish  that  we  should  make  a  scJenm  dedvatica 
of  war  beAH«  we  acted.  Tliis  is  no  loogw  thi 
dutom  amixig  nations.  It  would  be  apowsi 
£qilv  of  oandorwhioh  no  Itmger  eziste.  fim 
ai^  natkma  in  the  present  Earcnean  wv,  p*- 
mued  thur  <q)eraticHis  by  a  deolarationt  K>1 
iheir  fint  step  waa  to  do  all  the  inituy  in  tbv 
power  to  their  enoniea.  Then,  webavii^tikM 
what  st«w  will  beet  tend  to  oor  seoerity,  w 
give  ns  the  bast  b<dd  otonr  enemy,  let  oa  k^ 
however,  lose  sight  of  a  settlement  by  Hp<>*- 
tion.  Let  ns  show  mankind  that  peseeiiW 
first  wish.  When  we  are  thus  ^^and,  M  ■ 
step  forward  to  an  amicable  negotiatiML  U 
ns  call  on  the  Executive  to  send  fiHTward  mm 
[Hvperpetflon  to  the  Oout  of  Great  Blitsia,to 
aaanre  them  that  we  have  a  Ugh  sense  <tf  »* 
iqJDiT  done  OS ;  that  we  have  itincarpowtf 
reMntit,batvrishtose»tbe  aSerm»»*tm 
by  reoriving  an indemnifleetion.  Wedialltw 
make  it  thur  intM«at  as  well  as  do^toalkiwit 
Tbla  he  eonodved  to  be  theUneofeoaiiiKtn 
shonld  adopt  if  we  wished  to  pi  esww  the  *<* 
em  Hemirohere  fbom  tbe  eeomvea  thst  <w^ 
late  the  Old  World.  By  some  such  meawte  •• 
thst  proposed,  we  shonUl  make  th^sudreaUt 
peace  more  weif^ty,  and  we  sboold  P'J'*'| 
anranoes  of  our  amiodde  diapoaliui,  by  aW' 


ing  that  all  we  wish  is  ajost  mtm| —  . 

In  a  matter  <a  this  Und  be  wai  aamiwj' 
the  dangM-  of  predidtatiwi.  Tb«  '>"'  S^ 
of  arresting  the  propwty  mnoaed  AooM  »• 
cahnly  wmghed.  He  belieTed  that  soaudu>f 
like  the  propoailion  made  by  Mr.  ^'"^j, 
Sonth  Oaralina,  before  the  Howe  rea^T^^ 
into  a  oommittee— a  wtop  to  all  "■"•'^sf!. 
British  property—^onld  Im  ivqKr  »«  •  P™"" 
inary  step.  ^ 

He  oomxlnded  with  eome  observitioM?n^ 
reepect  which  nations,  however  wesk,  ^^zi 
mand  frian  thwr  superion  inetrengtli,  IT^^. 
ing  thst  they  will  not  sofl^  fanpoaitioD,  BJf^ 


Google 


,  ITOt] 


DSBATB8  OF  C0N0RU8. 


iag  bewt  Bud  hand  in  defonce  of  Oitir  rights. 
Hue  Hpirit,  he  was  snre,  ammatos  Amerioana, 
and  now  tbdr  power  is  better  ahle  to  keep  paoe 
with  that  spirit  tliaii  when  we  humbled  that 
nation.  At  that  tjme  we  were  in  onritAnoy — 
an  infancy  bj  no  means  thriving  nnder  the 
bwnmels  of  the  mother  oonntry — and,  when 
they  tnmed  ns  adrift,  and  began  their  hoetile 
qKiHationa,  they  carried  with  thein  all  onr 
means  of  defence ;  but  now,  thank  Providenoe, 
we  have  qiirit  and  power  to  defend  onreelTes. 
If  the  gentleman  fivm  South  OftroHna  (ib. 

Bum '  ■ '-    ' 

thet« .  , 

1b  Brefereaoe  to  that  now  before  tiie  committee. 
&.  SxTTH  ({^  South  Oarolina)  said,  that  the 


on  debts,  aemiing  them  frran  tranrita  nntil  we 
necKHty  of  aeqiieet«ring  them  more  idsinly  np- 


mittee  should  rise  he  wonld  again  brin^  it  for- 
wnid.  The  qnestum  now  before  the  oommit- 
tM  la,  whether  they  will  agree  to  a  seqaeatra- 
tionof  British  debte.  He  wished  thia  object 
had  not  been  oonpled  with  the  indemnification 
tomrown  oiUiena,  becMise  it  is  fairer  to  decide 
etah  qneatim  npon  its  own  merits.  That  part 
of  the  reatdationa  which  oontemplatee  an  in- 
damnification  may  give  a  weiriit  to  the  fir«t  part 
lAidi  it  mi^t  not  intsrinaioally  deaerre. 

He  made  some  obserrations  on  tlie  propriety 
of  cool  delibaration  on  tbe  present  important 
rabjeot  The  pu^na  should  be  banished,  and 
eilm  reaaiMt  more  than  ev^  oonrted.  It  re- 
qnires  all  tbe  wisdom  of  the  Legislative  body 
sow  to  cannUne  our  national  honor  with  onr 
nationa)  safety.  He  had  donbta  on  the  proprl- 
s^  of  the  resolntiona  proposed,  bnt  aoknowl- 
e^ed  that  the  argnmenta  naed  in  their  fitvor 
had  great  w^^t  in  hia  mind.  If  the  ntnation 
of  tluB  eonntry  be  compared  with  that  of  other 
commodal  nations,  the  proi»iety  of  something 
Bke  the  preeent  reeolntlc»is  wonld  qipear  more 
nideot.  When  other  commercial  natlona  wish 
(a  qnarrd  wUh  na,  their  nanea  enable  tfaem  to 
Mtae  onr  TMnfiln,  ud  we  cannot  retaliate  in  tbe 
saoM  w^.  Then  we  most  fly  to  such  means 
ofrataHalionaaareinoarpower.  Iftheytake 
cor  yrofatj  of  one  daacription,  and  we  cam  ' 
In  onr  hands  upon  the  some  kind,  we  m 
take  any  of  tlMirs  within  onr  reach.    Thia  r 


tions  haa  shielded  debta  is  a  great 
pnioNdin^  in  the  fveamt  case.  Och 
twem  individoala  are  now  oontfdered  as  ont  of 
tbe  reach  of  governments,  and  it  is  the  modem 
naage  not  to  meddle  with  them.  In  the  begin- 
nuig  of  onr  late  war,  debts  were  not  confiscated. 
The  State  of  Sontfa  Carolina,  thon^  eertabdy 
lot  wanting  proroeattai,  wtdle  oonflscating  ^ 
JitW  pnqier^,  left  debto  antooohed,  imder  the 
^Am  that  pnvate  oontnota  an  SMnd.  Bnt 
(Us,  in  a  ease  of  war,  and  urgent  neoesaitT, 
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might  be  overlooked ;  bnt  if  we  are  not  in  a 
state  of  war,  perhaps  meddling  with  private 
light  provoke  it.  Credit  is  certainly 
important  to  this  conntry.  Wa  shonld  considw 
how  fax  the  operation  of  tbe  raBolntaons  pro- 
posed wonld  give  a  shock  to  it.  Besides,  they 
might  have  a  tendency  to  involve  ns  In  ftitnre 
wars.  We  shall  yet  long  be  nnder  the  oeoeanty 
of  receiving  oertun  snppUes  from  Enrope,  and 
shall  have  debtors  among  ns  fbr  those  sDmiliea. 
These  debtors  may  at  any  tJme,  when  the'bnr- 
den  wd^a  heavy,  think  of  eanng  It  by  foment- 
ing ^n^idons  ^th  the  fbrdgn  creditor  nation, 
in  ezpeotadon  that  a  confiscation  of  the  debts 
may  be  an  effect  It  is  true  tha^  in  such  a  case, 
they  will  not  be  exonerated.  Bnt  it  cannot 
be  snppoeed  that  the  govemntent  to  whom  the 
debts  would  l>e  transferred  oonld  proeeonte  the 
reooveiT  of  them  with  aa  much  ardor  as  an  in- 
dlridaal. 

The  gentleinan  last  np  had  relied  on  the  an- 
thority  of  andent  and  foreign  jnrists.  Boroe 
among  this  elaseofwriters  warrant  putting  pris- 
onera  to  death — a  principle  which  modem  custom 
has  pat  a  stop  to.  They  also,  it  h  troe,  warrant 
the  oonflscation  of  debts  •  bnt  Burlamaqui  says 
this  is  not  the  practice  of  modem  nations.  None, 
or  very  ivw  trifliDg  examples  can  be  cited,  he 
believed,  of  a  deiMrtnre  from  this  principle,  in 
modem  times,  among  nations  where  oommeroe 

cherished.    Tbi«  conntry  depends  on  com- 

irce,  and  credit  is  one  of  the  means  by  which 
it  flourishes ;  we  shonld,  then,  not  endeavor  to 
weaken  it.  If  we  are  once  over  the  barrier,  by 
trifling  extensions  of  the  principle  we  may  he 
carried  to  immoderate  lengths,  indeed.  Some 
persons  who  are  in  favor  of  seqnestering  private 
debts,  speak  with  horror  of  touching  the  pnb- 
lic  ftinds.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  see  mnoh 
diflbrence  between  confiscating  private  and  pub- 
lic debts.  The  object  is  the  injury  of  an  enemy, 
and  to  retaliate  for  injnriee.  Agtun:  if  we  go 
to  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  Is  probable  we 
shall  be  involved  with  her  allies,  then  will  It  be 
said,  that  we  shall  confiscate  what  the  Dntch 
lent  na  at  a  time  of  distress  or  idnoe  the  peace. 
Tba  Dntch  have  bonght  largely  in  onr  fimds. 
The  same  principle  will  lead  as  to  lay  onr  handa 
upon  that  [mmerty.  Itwill  bediffionlttodrav 
a  line,  if  we  admit  the  principle. 

Under  these impreseionB.  if  called  npon  to^vs 
his  vot«,  he  shonld  now  nel  mnoh  embarrasa- 
ment.  It  had  been  said  that  the  adoption  of 
the  present  reeolntions  woald  be  a  means  (rf 
obliging  Great  Britain  to  do  ns  justice ;  that  it 
wonld  strike  a  terror  among  the  saljjects  of  that 
conntiT,  and  make  them  clsmorons  for  peace. 
It  might,  he  foared,  have  a  very  ^flbrent  eflbct 
exasperate  tiiem,  and  nnite  the  peojde  with  the 
Government  against  na.  Borne  ftuther  fbrhear- 
anoe  on  onr  part  may  sepante  them.  It  will 
oonvinoe  the  people  of  Great  Britain  that  we 
reaUy  wish  for  peaoe^  and  then,  if  war  is  the 


miidrttation  very  nnpopnlar,  and  haaten  its 
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danMon  fiir  one  mon  friendly  to  AbocMiiite7. 
He  wu  of  opinioQ  dib  orMi  TM  fast  anmuhiiig. 

He  oonalDded  by  agc^  tiAwrting  to  hie 
Borftkne  for  preTenttia;  tbe  tnnrfv  at  fii 
debto.  wMeh  he  boped  wonld  be  oraiaidefed  m 
«  miffldent  proYiricn  in  die  preeent  ezigeiMr, 
•sd  would  give  time  to  deUbente  on  fbrther 
■Mesoiee,  end  to  mtob  tlie  eonne  al  eresta  il 
Xnnipe,  wbioh,  he  beliered,  would  hare  gre«t 
inflnencc  upon  tbe  oondnot  <tf  Oreet  Britdn 
towarde  ii&  end  iffobsldy_  bring  fttrward  tbe 
ebeage  in  the  Admlntoretian  of  Qntt  Britein. 

The  oommittee  now  rose  and  rc^XMrted  pco- 

grwe.  

I^ro^T,  Uaroh  98. 
Stjatttratitm  of  BrUiMh  DAtt. 

The  Hooee  reeolved  iteelf  into  a  Oommittee 
of  tlie  Wilde  on  the  stat«  of  the  Union,  and 
took  np  Ur.  Datton's  resolationB  for  the  se- 
qoeatratdon  of  deMa  doe  to  Bridah  sal^eota. 

Mr.  GiLis  oommenoed  hia  remsrka  by  ob- 
aerving,  that  he  had  intended  to  have  given  a 
eQeat  vote  npon  thia  qneUion  beton  the  oom- 
mittee, and  probablj  ahonld  not  have  altered 
tiiat  mten&m,  if  it  had  not  been  bom  the  ao- 
Udtona  reqneats  eipreaeed  yesterday  by  aereral 
gentlemen  in  the  c^^naitaon,  that  the  &TorerB 
of  the  propoeed  meaaore  Bhoald  ftuniah  the 
oommittee  with  the  reasons  npon  which  it  waa 
founded.  Althon^  It  ^ipeared  to  him  to  be 
nthet  unreasonable  that  seme  gentlemen  ahonld 
be  expeeted,  not  only  to  poaeeea  reasons  for 
Uieir  own  opmims,  but  to  furnish  reaaons  for 
other* ;  sod,  although  he  did  not  oonoeive  that 
tlie  &Torer8  of  the  meaaore  were  nndcor  any  ob- 
ligaticHi  to  disclose  the  reaaona  indodng  it,  pro- 
vided they  Ihonght  proper  to  hazard  its  &te 
npon  a  aiient  vote,  yet  he  was  willing  to  in- 
dulge the  gentlemen  with  preeemting  to  tbem 
tiu  general  ooorae  of  reflection  which  the  enb- 
feot  had  prodnoed  in  hia  mind,  and  which  had 
strongly  aaggested  ito  propriety.  He  had,  how- 
ever, a  more  powerful  inanoemwtt  to  diaoloeing 
hia  opinion,  einoe  tbe  sah^eot  has  become  mat- 
tet  ca  diaeosdon  and  its  prcwiety  donbted. 

« ia  deemed  a  bold  one,  and  pre^ 


ribility  to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to 
Ua  immediate  oooatitnaits  in  particolar,  would 
at  all  timea  be  teat«d  by  the  real  motivea  whieh 
•hoold  inflnenee  hia  oondnot. 

Several  gentlemen  in  the  otftodtionhad  earn- 
estly adnuraiahed  tlie  oommittee  against  tbe  in- 
dnlgenoe  of  th«r  passions  i^on  thia  snUeot, 
ana  reoommended  the  czerdae  of  oool  and  de- 
liberate reascming.  He  should  not  pretend  to 
eay  how  &r  noh  an  admonition  was  neoessaiy, 
or  JDstified  by  the  temper  of  the  comminee, 
bnt  he  believed  it  Sfif^ied  as  stnmgly  to  the  gen- 
tlemen -who  Bii^eel«d  the  oantion,  as  to  thoee 
to  whom  it  was  addreseed ;  and  he  hoped,  in 
the  oonrse  of  the  fatnre  diaoowion,  the  gentle- 
men wonld  ahow  an  example  in  themaelvea  of 
the  preoefitB  tiiey  had  [oesoribed  to  othwB. 


As  to  himsrif,  lb.  Q.  dedarad  tlMt,  ina 
ed  witii  tbe  nwfulnaes  of  ttte  iiineniil  cnai 
had  new  reflected  nptm  a  stdjieet  wtA  i 
eocdneas;  and,  if  beondetstood  htaownn 
tieo,  hia  mind  vaaneTw  in  a  state  man  H 
bte  of  oonvietion. 

Hm  ftopoaed  measure  ia  espeoted  to  evHto- 
ate  in  a  final  atrplanation  of  the  ralntiTa  at* 
of  tjunga  between  the  United  States  nod  Qa^ 
Britain.  It  wiU  probaUy  result,  tfaercAn,  k 
■n  open  hoatility,  with  the  nrnal  ^]f>Ml  to  v^ 
or  in  a  peace,  with  all  the  ri^ta  of  imdxtfiR 
nttaohed  to  H.  For  lliia  pnrpoae,  the  iweta- 
ti<Hi  pn^iosea  »  seqneatra&m  ot  th«  drtta  dai 
totbeanUeeta  <rf  Great  Bril^n,tobe  ImUm 
a  pladge  tor  the  jndetnriflcaliMi  of  tbe  Iomi 


by_  

of  the  British  King,  In  conbaventMCk  at  ite 
UwB  of  nathHU,  andvicfatkm  of  every  nda  << 
monliU  and  jnatioe.  In  tbe  eostw  of  ddMls, 
thia  ant|^  seoM  to  have  nsolTed  Hedf  iita 
laattoos.  First,  aa  it  rei^ecto  the  ri^ 
nation  to  seqneeter  the  froptrtj  of  da 
individuals  of  anotiiw  in  any  poanUe  cms. 
Second,  the  policy  of  exerebang  thM  TigKt  m 
thia  time,  mider  the  Miinting  mrrnnwlawira  of 
tbe  United  States. 

He  preemned  that  a  state  of  tbin^  ni^ 
exist  between  two  naticws  in  whioh  maissl 
would  not  only  become  tbe  ri(^  bat  dM  A^ 


ttheu 


anstuning  the  wrong.    TUs  bB- 


pens  when  one  nation,  wlUiont  oaoaa,  fimiL 
odiea  upcn  the  eflbota  of  another,  w  oT  its  oL 
xena,  and  withhdds  th«n  without  raatitatHS 

compenaatitA,  and  when  the  natitw,  vrixM 

>ctB  ahaU  be  ao  sdaed  and  debun«d,  shdl 
posNM  no  other  means  of  indemnificaticMi.  The 
right  of  reprisal  in  tbe  poured  nation,  in  aneb  a 
case,  growl  oot  of  ita  imiuy  sustained,  mmI  ib 
inability  to  redreea  itself  m  any  other  w«y. 

The  duty  of  tbe  injured  natitm  to  to^e  n- 
priaala,  is  founded  on  eelf-preeervation ;  nod  ia 
ease  of  the  loaeee  of  ita  oituens,  opoa  tlw  ptv- 
unae  of  the  protection  of  proper^  sacredly  mada 
1^  tbe  nati<ai  to  its  individoal  membera. 

This  he  believed  to  be  the  doetrino  <tf  tht 
laws  of  niorali^  and  reason,  and  be  knew  it  to  fas 
tfaedootrineof  thelawsirf  nations,  whioh  ww^ 
in  fitct,  nothfaig  mwe  than  the  laws  of  naonfity 
and  reaaMsystamatiBedand  redaeed' -'■ 


Believing  tUs  pi^idple  to  be  a  Jut  oiw,  bs 
would  q>ply  it  to  tbe  existing  state  of  dtioM 
between  Uie  Uirfted  States  and  Orent  Ki^n. 
Abnoet  aa  soon  aa  QreatBrittin  had  t^wpwt 
in  Urn  inlqaitoDa  war  against  France,  tb«  Era- 
eutive  of  the  United  States  manifteted  th^  re- 
gard tot  i>eaoe,  by  prodaimliig  tteir  "^istri^ 
state  of  neutrally,  aikd  reomtmendlng  to  tbdr 
oitiiena,  not  only  the  observance  d  Denta»tity, 
but  of  impartial  neutrality^-alibonf^  the  pv- 
tiali^of  the  Amuioan  pet^  Ibr  tbe  cmse  of 
France  waa  well  known--altboarii,  at  that  mo- 
ment, their  affbetions  for  the  Froidi  naticB 
were  addreaaed  by  the  meet  hommUe  and 
powwftal  condderatiom  that  ever  ezisled  be- 
tween two  nations.    Tbe  pecal 
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Iwtiraea  tba  ezistliig  Tmuib  iMoet  and  thU 
whioh  had  Jnat  ^ren  t£rth  to  American  liberty 
■nd  iDdepcodenoa;  tbomatMlal  tfcieaoj  wbleh 
the  Frenoh  nation  tutd  «aerl«d  in  brl  nging  Hbotit 
that  event ;  and  the  ATJatlng  princniileB  ^  Got- 
•nment  Ikares  the  prodnot  of  the  It«ToIntion, 
whioh  are  the  great  otfjeet  of  attack  b^  tbe 
eombination  agtSnst  Fruoe. 

A  pore  and  landable  regard  for  peaock  and  a 
detMtetion  of  war,  however,  had  overoonie  all 
tiieee  eensationa,  and  prodaoed  a  nentralitj, 
whid)  he  believed,  on  the  part  uf  the  United 
Btatee,  had  been  rigidly  obeerved ;  at  leaat,  he 
was  sore,  that  saoh  waa  tiie  inUotion  of  Gov- 
eniment.  In  this  state  of  thingii,  Great  Bri- 
tain commenoed  an  attack  upon  this  gtat«  of 
Bevbsiity,  wliicb  it  was  certainly  her  interest 
to  prcMTve,  and  which  ahe  ooght  to  have  deem- 
ed a  &yoT  to  obtain.  Great  Britain  oontinned 
to  keep  poMoaaion  of  poata  npon  the  aoknow- 
ledged  territory  of  the  United  States,  to  oarry 
m  a  contraband  trade  with  oar  aavage  enemy. 
She,  Hfaortly  after  onr  proclaimed  nentrality, 
proceeded  to  intetmpt  onr  lawM  trade  with 
our  slliee.  She  leiied,  oondemoed,  and  sanc- 
tioned the  complete  transfer  of  the  proper^  of 
American  citizens  to  her  own  sabjects;  and,  aa 
if  there  conld  be  no  Kmila  to  her  iniquity  and 
reaentment,  ahe  ha*  ccmtrived  to  Open  npon  onr 
Eastern  Irontiers  a  barbarons  enemy  to  aid  in 
Duking  dquredationa  npon  onr  conmeroe. 

Ilieee  aota  oonatitnte  injnries  which  amount 
to  vrar,  and  they  are  iofliiltely  aggravated,  both 
bj  the  peMdf  which  attended  uie  ezecntion  of 
soma  <a  them,  and  the  total  want  of  provooa- 
tioB  for  the  ocnnnuBnon  of  any  (rf  them. 

I^  then,  Great  Britain  ahall  have  oonunitted 
aota  towards  the  United  States  which  inmish 
Jnat  oanae  of  war,  the  United  Sisiea  poaaesa  the 
rigbt,  oonaistently  with  the  lawa  of  nations,  to 
exerciae  any  act  towards  Great  Britain  which 
wonld  be  jnstifiable  in  a  state  of  war.  The 
United  States  having  reodved  the  ii^nriea,  are 
anthoriied  to  eeleot  each  measorea  tuid  means 
u  they  may  deem  the  most  ^>ediant  for  self- 
jneaerTBtion  and  indemnification.  Reprisal  is 
within  their  power.  All  other  means  of  redreM 
are  without  their  power.  In  snob  a  state  of 
tbiDga,r«;iriialisanght-^^H-iBalieadaty.  An 
otjeetioa,  more  planaible  tban  solid,  has  been 
Biade  to  tliis  conrse  ot  reaaoning,  that  the  in- 
dividnab  who  will  be  the  immediate  objects  of 
the  reprisal,  have  not  been  the  immediate 
agento  of  the  aggression.  The  laws  of  nations 
state,  tliat  the  property  of  individuals  ia  as 
mnoh  a  subject  of  reprisal  as  the  property  of 
the  a«reesing  nation ;  hnt^  as  the  nation  is  the 
immmBate  agent  in  the  wrong,  the  indiridnal 
who  anstains  an  iqjnry  therel^,  becomes  en- 
titled to  reoompense  ftom  hie  nation.  The 
nation  which  commits  the  wrong,  by  this  pro- 
oeas,  will  ultimately  sotfaJn  the  loss,  Hence, 
in  the  present  case,  the  innocent  and  nnsaspeot- 
mg  victims  of  ttie  United  Btatea,  have  received 
loasea  from  the  lawless  aggressions  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  qneatitai  is,  whether  they  ^all 


finally  aoatain  those  lossea,  without  any  tietr 
ahum  of  indemnification  upon  the  Govwmnent 
of  the  United  States  t  or,  whether  the  loeeee 
•hall  be  transferred  to  British  subjects,  who  will 
thereby  possess  the  clearest  olaim  for  recompense 
from  the  British  Government!  He  thought 
the  laws  of  God,  the  laws  of  morality,  the  laws 
of  reason,  the  kws  of  nations,  would  all  pro- 
nonnoe  tiiat  the  Britiah  Government  which  had 
done  the  wrong,  ehonld  afford  the  recompense. 
Hr.  G.  eud,  that  if  the  losses  were  to  be  ulti- 
mate^ home  by  the  individual  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  the  remedy  would  seem  to  be  a  harsh 
one ;  bnt,  even  in  that  case,  the  only  altenu- 
tives  left  to  the  United  States  woold  be  to  say 
whether  their  own  citizens,  to  whom  they  have 

Eromised  protection,  shonld  finally  enstun  the 
isses,  or  the  Briti^  snbjeots,  to  whom  they 
have  promiaed  no  protection.  But  the  ritnaliMi 
of  &e  individuals  who  may  be  the  snbjeots  of 
Teprieal,  is  greatly  meliorated,  by  the  oonodera- 
tion  of  thur  Jnst  claim  to  recompense  fr<nn  their 
own  Government,  which  be  had  no  donbt  bnt 
tboy  would  ultimately  obtain,  if  they  were  put 
into  a  sltoation  to  demand  it ;  but  if  they  ^ould 
nltiinately  be  denied  justice,  it  would  be  a  con- 
solation to  refiect,  that  it  was  the  injustice  of 
their  own  Government,  not  of  the  Uoited  Statea. 
He  observed,  that  a  reprisal  in  the  way  pn>- 
posed,  stood  npon  the  same  ground  as  the  inva- 
rion  of  the  property  in  every  other  case  did, 
and  was  jnst^ed -upon  the  same  principle,  to 
wit,  self-preservation.  He  presumed,  if  thWe 
existed  an  acknowledged  st^  of  war,  letters  of 
marqne  and  reprisal,  commisraone  to  privateers, 
Ac.,  wonid  be  deemed  justifiable  and  expedient, 
and  that  no  discrimination  woold  be  made  be- 
tween the  property  of  individuals  and  the  pro- 
perty of  the  nation ;  yet  the  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  property  in  that  case  would  be  aa  pal- 
pable as  in  the  case  of  the  reprisal  proposed, 
with  this  s^ravation ;  that,  in  that  case,  the 
individual  sustaining  the  lose  would  not  be  en- 
tiUed  to  ultimate  recompense  from  the  Govwn- 
ment — in  the  case  proposed,  he  would  be  en- 
titied  to  recompense.  He  observed,  that  the 
British  nation  had  not  discovered  this  delicate 
discrimination  between  national  and  individual 
property,  in  their  late  instructions  given  to 
thair  privateers  and  ships  of  war,  although 
they  had  snstaiued  no  wrong;  and  lie  thought 
their  oondnot  an  example  in  point  for  the 
United  States,  who  had  received  the  ii^ury  and 
committed  none. 

A  gentleman  (Mr,  Biote,  of  South  Carolina) 
yesterday  attempted  to  make  a  distinction  be- 
tween vessels  at  sea  and  otiier  property;  al- 
though he  acknowledged  that,  at  the  first  bloeb, 
he  could  discern  no  distinction  in  principle. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  every  spedee  of  property 
stood  on  the  same  principle — the  promise  made 
by  the  Government  to  afford  protection  to  all 
property — the  same  rights  are  attached  to  evory 
speciea  of  property,  and  the  Government  JM 
botmd  to  ^ord  an  eqaal  seourity  to  aU.  A 
sentence  read  yesterday,  by  a  gentleman,  (Hr. 
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S.  BhrhX  from  a  miter  i^i»  the  ]»wa  of  dv 
tkuM^  owftHj  abowB  the  n^  <rf  &  nation  to 
m^  r^inl  nptsi  all  the  effeeta  of  indiTidnalB 
of  an  iim[i««Hiin  natitm  indisoriiniiutelj,  except 
itoolc  in  tli«  pnUic  ftmda ;  which  hu  beoi  ex- 
empted, nader  tbe  idea  of  its  being  a  pledge  in 
the  bands  of  Oovemmeot ;  the  withholding  of 
which  would  be  a  breAoh  t^  pnbhe  faith.  He 
li^eved  that  the  practice  and  P^lic?  of  some 
nationaioi^t  hare  given  rise  to  tliisdifitinctioD, 
bat  he  doubted  whether  the  practdoe  had  been 
QDifonD  and  onivenal,  and  be  was  dear  that 
tiiera  waa  no  rational  diatinotioa  in  principle. 
^N  idea  that  the  pnblio  fnndt  are  a  pledge  in 
Am  ha&ds  of  GoTemment,  and  onght  not,  there- 
fbre,  to  be  tooohed,  is  eqnallj  af^SoaUe  to 
tmrj  other  epeaee  of  propertj.  In  the  case  of 
eontraete  between  individnala,  the  QoTenunent 
gnaranteee  the  peribrmance  upon  the  reftual  of 
one  partj  to  pay,  cr  oompl;^.  In  the  com  of 
lands  or  personal  chattela,  the  GovernmeDt 
gnaranleee  the  exclD«Te  enjoyment  to  the  pro- 
prietor ;  it  woold  be  equally  a  violation  of  fiiitb 
for  tii6  GoTemment  to  deny  ita  oblivion  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  and  nothmg  could 
Jostify  an  invaaon  of  the  rights  of  property,  in 
anr  caae,  but  adf-pTeeervatioo — the  firat  of  all 
lints,  and  the  highest  of  all  datiea. 

He  podtively  denied  that  any  pre-eminence 
wasdne  toone  apeoiee  of  property  over  another. 
He  aaid,  however,  that  this  diacngsion  was  not 
Immediately  neoeeeary,  as  the  reeolntioii  under 
ooDsideratioQ  did  not  embraoe  the  stock  in  the 
ftrnda  of  the  Cnited  Statee. 

Mr.  Q.  observed,  that  it  had  been  s^d,  and 
repeated  in  the  coromitt«e,  thM  the  proposed 
measore  was  war.  He  d^iied  that  the  meamire 
in  iteelf  waa  war,  or  that  it  famished  a  just 
eanse  of  war.  He  believed,  however,  that  it 
matdoal  whether  it  would  eventnate 
;  indeed,  he  remarked,  that  the 
onsia  oi  BOBira  is  already  BDch,  that,  whether 
the  measure  be  adopted  or  not,  he  viewed  war 
M  a  probable  event,  peaoe  as  a  possible  event ; 
bat  Uie  point  he  contended  for  was,  that  if  the 
aggrea^ons  towards  the  United  States  be  snffi- 
duit  to  joatify  reprisal,  the  ezeroiseof  the  right 
does  not  furnish  a  jost  cause  of  war.  The  ei' 
enuse  of  a  right  by  one  nation  can  never  invblve 
the  absurd  conaeqnenoe  of  giving  another  nation 
the  right  to  exeroise  a  wrong.  Se  sud,  that 
gentiemen  on  one  side  of  this  qnestitm  seemed 
to  act  upon  an  imaf^oary,  instead  of  the  real, 
state  of  things.  He  was  not,  therefore,  aston- 
ished at  hearing  the  committee  caationed  agtdnst 
the  violation  of  neutrality.  He  did  not  con- 
.  eaive  that  the  preeent  state  of  things  between 
the  United  States  and  Qreat  BnLatn  wonid  jus- 
tify the  nse  of  the  term  neutrality.  Keutralitv 
is  a  term  ased  to  eiguify  the  relation  in  whicn 
two  nations  stand  towards  each  other.  Neu- 
trality, therefore,  reqnires  parties — either  party 
may  destroy  the  relation  between  the  parties. 
It  Ukerefore  t^ipeared  absurd  to  him  to  say  that 
Great  Britain  was  in  a  state  of  depredation  and 
war  towards  the  United  States,  and  the  United 


rSntUkDdtt.  plAmm,im.    ' 

States  in  a  state  of  fteotrality  towarda  GM 
Britain.  It  has  been  s^d,  that  the  Umted  8Wn 
have  not  abandoned  thnr  nenCrafity;  tlmi 
true,  bnt  it  is  no  evideooe  lliat  neutrality  trM. 
Gr«at  Britain  has  abandoned  it  fi«  them. 

He  said,  however,  that  this  was  disrtgv^ 
the  sabstanoe  and  entering  into  s  men  em 
about  namea.  It  was  not  mat«rial,  in  faia  opil- 
ion,  what  name  onght  to  be  given  to  tbe  tiin- 
ing  relation  of  things  between  the  United  Stida 
and  Great  Britain — whether  it  was  eilM  i 
state  ol  pMoe,  a  state  of  war,  a  state  <^  Mt- 
Uality,  a  state  of  reprisal,  a  state  of  rctvtiH, 
or  a  Btato  of  very  nncivU  condnet  mi  tbs  p>( 
of  Great  Britain.  Nor  did  be  ooncdve  it  m- 
terial  to  aaoertain  whether  there  was  aaybiBf- 
mediate  stage  between  a  state  of  peaoe  mi  i 
state  of  war,  or  in  which  state  tbe  (teinediliogi 
of  Great  Britun  shonld  teedmically  be  dm»i; 
but  one  thins  was  oertidn  and  matoul-tU 
tbe  United  States  had  snataioed  satatiBbd 
wrongs,  wUob  required  a  enbstantial  rvD(^< 
Uentlem«i  who  have  regarded  names  and  &■ 
regarded  sabstanoes  have  also  been  eitnaii 
alarmed  at  tho  idea  of  a  discrimination  of  oa- 
dnot  by  the  United  States  towards  iomgn  ■*- 
tions.  A  gentieman  (Hr.  Boddixot}  obeertri 
yesterday,  that  the  United  States  had  snsaiaJ 
iitlnrisa  from  France  and  8[H>in  aswdl  isGrtf 
Britain,  and  asked  why  thm  should  be  suT  A- 
crimination  in  their  favor!  Ur.  Q.  said  tie««  I 
extremely  hnrt  that  the  oondnet  ot  Fiw* 
Bhonld  be  ao  unneoceaarily  and  inoi^rartini^ 
arraigned  in  that  Honse.  He  snbmitted  it  t> 
the  gentleman  to  say,  if  the  United  States  dm* 
be  compelled  to  enter  into  the  war,  vlii^  ■* 
at  this  moment  not  an  improbable  eveot,  nT 
then  it  wonld  be  wise  to  irritate  thS  only  natiM 
in  tbe  world  who  oonld  afford  thein  aajKi> 
stantial  awistancel  He  aaid  that  thisoindKt 
was  the  less  justifiable,  from  the  reooUwWB 
that  the  oonduct  of  France  was  the  rttnK  « 
neceesity,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  °^ 
dude  that  the  oondoot  of  that  nation  wooU  M     I 

Zlained  in  a aatls&ottwy  numnv .  Bntao"' 
iration  mentioned  by  a  gmtleman,  (Ur.  Swns 
of  Marylandj)  yeelnday,  was  a  eoDolmva  is- 
sweiv-the  Ihiited  States  owe  to  Ftmim  a  pe^ 
niary  oblimtion,  as  well  as  one  of  a  more  aw* 
nature.  This  is  at  all  timee  soffieisit  (dt  tw 
indemnification.  With  i*^**!*  to  ^a^^ 
gentleman  would  show  the  u^ory  snataiwA  ^ 
pmnt  out  a  fund  for  indemnincalioii,  Ur.  ('■J'' 
dared  he  wonld  ntA  hesitate  a  mtnoait  to  tm 
it  to  that  otneot. 

Bnt  wUl  the  gentleman  conolode,  thst  b«*« 
one  nation  has  ir^nred  na,  in  a  decw*  agaiaa 
which  we  have  no  redreee,  that  worefM*'*' 
shall  not  indemnify  ourselvM  from  »  »*' 
which  has  injnred  us  in  the  eltrems,  and  igw* 
which  we  have  the  most  ample  redi**'       u. 

He  believed  the  gentieman'a  toohwft  o"  " 
dom,  and  bis  deKberation,  oonld  not  pc*"' 
lead  him  to  snch  a  reanlt.  With  rwfe^  "^ 
crimination  in  the  conduct  of  the  UniM"  o*^ 
towards  foreign  nadotH,  it  neotsatrily  P«' «* 
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of  the  oharaoter  of  the  oondoot  of  otber  nktioiu 
tow&rds  the  niiit«d  8ut«e.  Some  gentlemen 
wpeated  to  him  to  have  carried  their  ideas  upon 
tniasoMect  to  the  most  fanciful  dbaorditiee.  To 
keep  franoe  oat  of  the  comparisoQ,  let  this 
indiNriminate  conduct,  so  much  applauded,  tie 

Spiled  to  Great  Britain  and  EoUaJid.  Great 
itwn  deetrojs  our  trade,  plunders  oar  prop- 
etlif,  and,  to  her  ii^oriee,  adds  inscit  and  con- 
tempt. Holland,  enmged  in  the  same  oauae, 
ftetera  our  trade,  and  respeots  ns  aa  a  nation. 
Under  these  circDmatanoea,  do  gentlemen  con- 
tend that  an  indiscriminate  conduct  is  dne  to 
Qnat  Britain  and  to  Holland}  Or  do  lliej 
DKaa  to  carr;  this  delicate  indiaoriraiDate  con- 
dnct  80  f^  as  to  retiue  to  themselves  all  redress 
flom  one  nation,  b«caaae  tbey  would  wish  to 
deal  out  the  same  conduct  to  all  others,  whether 
thejhad  offended  or  not?  He  said,  that  dis- 
oiiniDation  was  stamped  in  the  front  of  the 
oondact  of  fitreign  naticoiB  towards  ns,  and  to 
milre  an  indisoriminala  retam  would  be  the 
worst  and  most  nqjost  of  all  disoriminatioDS. 
He  hoped  ^ntlemen  would  pardon  him,  but  he 
conld  not  lielp  thinking  that  they  had  carried 
their  ideaa  apon  this  sabjeot  to  the  most  fsnci- 
fol  absurdities.  A  genUeman  (Ur.  Sioth,  of 
South  Carolina)  ^Mterd^  remarked,  tiiat  of 
late  the  condition  of  war  had  been  mnoh  ameli' 
wated  as  it  regards  the  rights  of  propert.?,  and 
he  thon^it  the  amelioration  ought  to  be  ex- 
tended rather  than  abridged.  Mr.  Q.  declared, 
that  he  beartilr  Joined  him  in  his  wishee  that 
the  condition  of  war  would  ere  long  be  amelio- 
rated, both  as  it  rwards  property  and  persons. 
He  hoped  that  mauind  would  soon  learn  more 
*isdom  than  to  bntcher  eadi  other  for  the 


rars  arose,  and  until  the  cause  was  banished 
^rtaa  the  earth,  he  feared  the  fktal  efiecta  re- 
Bilting  from  it  would  continue  to  exist  He 
declared,  that  he  shonld  view  the  banishment 
^  the  privileged  orders  from  the  world  as  the 
nrest  harbinger  of  the  approach  of  the  millen- 
idont.  Bat  Uiis  is  not  the  happy  period  of  the 
worid ;  for,  although  tlie  United  Statea  are  free 
trom  this  peet  of  the  human  species  in  their 
Mcmal  ot^anization,  yet  the  evils  they  at  this 
noment  experience  arise  from  their  external  in- 
«w»nrBa  with  that  part  of  the  world  which  is 
en  ibrtnnate.  The  attack  made  on  the  United 
States  at  this  moment,  is  an  attack  upon  prop- 
^.  If  there  should  be  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Qreat  Britain,  it  will  be  a  war 
)f  property.  Unless  there  should  be  a  species 
if  maonese  in  the  nation  not  to  be  calculated 
iqwn,  th^  cannot  tiiink  of  invaraon  and  sal^ju- 
gation.  It  is  known  that  the  United  States 
unnot  make  an  attack  upon  Great  Brittun,  and 
territory  and  oonqueet  with  them  are  no  objects. 
Heaoe  the  war  will  be  confined  to  depredatione 
upon  property.  ThLs  is  the  most  dishonorable 
^■edea  of  'warfare,  and  therefore  the  more  to 
be  regretted.  There  is  this  obvious  distinction, 
however,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 


BriUin.  With  Great  Britun,  at  least  with  the 
privileged  orders,  it  is  matter  of  choioe;  with 
the  United  States,  it  is  mBt(«r  of  oompnlsion. 
The  United  States  despise  this  niode  of  warfere; 
they  covet  not  the  property  of  any  nation  upon 
earth,  but  Belf-preeervation  demands  it.  They 
are  under  the  strong  hand  of  a  powerful  nation, 
despising  their  rights,  and  regardless  of  justice. 
In  this  state  of  things,  there  is  but  little  hope 
of  strengthening  the  sacred  ties  of  property; 
for,  in  ^e  example  of  Great  Britain,  her  late 
conduct  can  furnish  no  oonadation  for  these 
tlieoretjo  speculations;  and  however  the  United 
States  might  be  indiiMd  to  practise  upon  them, 
yet  the  British  depredations  will  forbid  them — 
for  submisnon  will  be  an  invitation  to  new  acta 
ot  aggresuon.  He  most  ardently  wished  the 
stale  of  things  were  otherwise ;  but,  exposed 
to  these  inoooTeniencea,  the  most  e&ctual 
means  ought  to  be  adopted  for  their  reeistasoe. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  obHerve,  that  liaving 
shown  the  right  of  reprisal  to  be  conformable 
to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  clearly  justified  by 
the  existing  relaticoi  of  things  between  tha 
United  States  and  Great  Briton,  he  would  now 
submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the  policy  of  exer- 
oiung  the  right  at  this  time.  Under  the  exist- 
ing circnmstances  of  the  United  States,  he 
thought  the  policy  of  the  measure  was  recom- 
mended by  the  clearest  and  moat  obvious  prin- 
ciples. The  relation  of  things  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britun  is  such  as  to 
demand  a  final  and  unequivocal  explanation, 
whether  the  proposed  measure  be  adopted  or 
not  In  all  parts  of  this  committee,  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States  a  definitive  explanation  ia 
called  for.  The  present  state  of  thii^  between 
the  two  nations  cannot  long  exist. 

It  ia  to  be  hoped  that  the  tone  of  langnage 
to  be  used  by  the  United  Bbites  will  be  ad- 
justed to  the  nature  of  the  injuries  they  have 
sustained.  Acquiescence  and  submission  ore  no 
longer  recommended.  Hence,  matters  are  al- 
ready reduced  to  extremities,  and  all  the  irri- 
tations already  exist  which  can  grow  out  of  on 
extreme  state  of  things.  The  proposed  measure 
can  add  nothing  to  these  imtationa.  The 
cuestioiL  therefore,  appeare  to  be  reduoed  to 
tuis — whether,  in  demanding  an  explanation 
and  attempting  negotiation,  we  shall  use  all  the 
means  in  our  power  to  compel  a  favorable 
issue?  or  whether  we  shall  tamely  supplioate 
for  justice,  and  suffer  the  most  effectual  means 
of  compnluon  to  elude  our  grasp?  He  did  not 
mean  here  to  reo^itulote  the  ooudnct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  us ;  he  hoped  it  was  sufficiently 
impressed  upon  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  in 
the  committee;  but,  after  the  recent  experience 
of  hef  conduct,  it  would  be  madness,  it  would 
be  folly,  to  address  our  comphuote  to  her  jne- 
Uce  or  moderation.  He  thooght  it  would  be 
wise  to  lay  hold  of  every  thing  in  our  power, 
and  hold  it  as  a  pledge  for  .her  good  behavior. 
This  measure,  would  put  us  in  the  best  possible 
situation  for  negotiation.  It  would  authorize 
an  q)peal  U>  her  interest,  which  she  could  w4 
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PMlM.  H«  beggad  Uw  «OBin)ttM  to  raSeot 
npoB  tbe  afgoDMnt  wUdi  had  been  nod  faer«, 
to  pr«TMit  ft  kU  naunre  wUoh  had  been 
adopted,  aitd  wUoh  had  been  mtewed  apoa  the 
preMnt  reacJotioB,  that  a  freat  ralne  in  prop- 
srtj,  belonging  to  tbe  dttaena  of  the  United 
BtatM,  WM  in  tlte  power  of  tbe  Britieh,  and 
Oiat  any  oonuleraMlnt  meaaarea  wotdd  plaoe  It 
In  extreme  haaard.  IWaewoedtohimtohaTe 
been  ttie  moet  preniling  a^nmeot  which  bad 
beui  nrged,  and  for  eome  lime  waa  ineditible. 
U,  then,  the  argmnant  dkall  have  been  ^tj^ied 
with  ao  moeh  fbree  bwe,  with  Ikow  mnoh  more 
foree  will  it  be  ^>plied  in  Great  Britiun,  wbeo 
titer  find  that  the  propertj  of  the  indiTidoala 
of  that  naticei  ie  plaoed  to  Jeopardy  here,  uid 
that  it  gnattf  ezoeeda  in  Taloe  the  whole  of  tbe 
propertj  irtuoh  tber  hare  inhmonalr  detuned 
and  eoDdemned  I  Bendea,  if|  in  the  erent  of  a 
war,  it  dionld  be  a  war  of  property,  aa  ia  tnrj 
where  contemplated,  Oreat  witain  will  find 
that  tbe  war  wiU  be  onnmeneed  npon  verj 
muquat  terma.  Yiewing  thia  meamre,  there- 
San,  aa  to  ita  proboUe  tendant^  to  peace  w 
war,  he  tbon(ditthep««bal»H^gTeaUjinfl»or 
of  ita  prodoong  peaces  When  Great  Britain 
■hall  find  that  ^u  entering  Into  aconteet  apon 
oneqnat  term^  when  she  anall  find  that  it  may 
temunate  In  a  pennanant  loae  (rfthe  advantagea 
ot  lier  eanmeme  with  the  United  StatM,  whta 
ifee  diall  aee  before  her  a  pr»ci|rfoe,  into  which 
ff  ehe  ahoold  onee  enter  ebe  iwTer  oan  retam. 
■he  wonld  panae  belbre  abe  acted,  aha  woola 
take  time  to  oonnt  the  probable  loea  and  gain, 
and  peace  woold  be  the  in&llible  oonseqnence 
of  BDoh  deUberate  ealotdationa.  Thii  meaanre 
will  ooorince  Oreat  Britain  that  the  United 
Stales  poeMae  a  Imowledge  of  thrir  liAta,  a 
ooofldenoe  in  their  abilit;,  and  a  detennmation 
in  their  diepoaition  to  asMot  and  topport  them. 
A  gentleoiaa  (Mr.  Sima,  of  Sontb  Oarolina) 
obaerred  yeatArday,  that  a  paoiflo  aysteni  would 
probably  attach  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to 
the  United  Btatee,  and  detach  tiiem  fhnn  their 
own  Oovmmnent  Tbe  gentleman  onriit  to 
raoc^ect,  that  a  pudlanimona  oondnct  wul  not. 
It  is  with  natioQBaaitiawith  Indindoale— to 
be  reepeoted  by  othere,  thej  ahoald  Mapeot 
thenuMTea.  The  uune  gendeman  remarked, 
that  a  ohanga  of  IQi^Btry  ml^t  be  expected, 


Mr.  6.  said,  he  knew  nothing  ot  the  change 
of  the  Hiniatry— the  prindple  waa  nnknown 
here.  The  people  here  were  their  own  govem- 
ore.  It  was  immaterial  to  them  who  the  Min- 
iater  waa.  Even  in  the  oomitry  where  the 
people  were  less  (brtonate,  where  MudatfifB 
govern,  a  change  of  Ministera  never  prSdnoed 
any  solid  odrantage  .to  the  nation.  It  was 
merely  an  expedient  of  the  moment,  to  smother 
a  popalar  clamor.  But,  even  prooeeding  npon 
the  gentleman's  hypothesis,  vhioh  Ur.  G. 
thought  wholly  inadmiBBible,  he  enbrnitt^d  to 


htlooB  of  a  Uniatar,  be  An  noat  Hkth  ■« 
to  render  him  nnpcnilar  at  bonwt  Oi  Ai 
other  hand,  whether  it  WM  not  theiHBt*- 
tnal  mean  of  preaerviiw  Ua  popnlari^,  mH 
keej^  him  in  oOeet  Hepreamsedtbeptefii 
at  Ikome  woold  never  eomilain  id  iajmm 
abroad,  if  (hoae  irtto  anatained  than  letaeia 
eoi^tUn.  It  ke  bat  by  redataaoe^  and  tbt*- 
ing  tbe  harden  npon  the  pei^  cf  £a^ 
that  they  oan  be  nron^t  to  ooiD;d*iiu  m 
in  eaaea  of  aocli  oxtna^tlea  aa  the  pressed  i 
appeale  to  the  people  of  England  are  flilOi  al 
degrading.  Oar  onlyreararoaaboiddbeinw 
own  exertioni.  Tbey  woi^  be  abrada^T 
■nflhnent,  if  we  ooold  be  iHXM^t  to  beBmi 
Mr.  G.  remarked,  that  Iha  pe(^  of  IrW 
had  lately  aflbided  an  Inabmoling  ksaoaifa 
tUi  point    They  had  aims  in  thrfrhaedik 


idea  of  noanieaoeaoe  ani 
anrrendered  them  to  the 
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Did  thia  act  of  nbmlerioa  render  tbeoi  mm 
rwpeetaUa  in  the  ^M  <tf  the  peopleofbr 
landl  DiditauMrarageUMboiMatfawMiAi 
wished  the  eatabUshment  of  Govmwnt  ^ 
the  principle  <tf  equal  li^ital  IHditwitiM 
the  chains  npon  the  peme  of  En^end)  JM 
it  render  the  pe(q>le  of  Iielamd  BMre  re^Mttdk 
in  the  «yM  e/ the  pe(9le  <#  the  United  sunt 
To  these  qoettions  it  waa  tmnemisTy  to  gin* 
answer.  Tbe  people  eflrelaad  reaped  tbsw 
m«1ta  of  ni1nnisdon-~imp(MBlion  and  bnlt 

There  waa  another  canBderation  stracglr" 
&vor  of  tbe  K^ioy  of  tbe  prtyoeed  w*^ 
AppboatianB  have  iteen  alrowdy  made  bam* 
fbrent  parta  of  tbe  Uidted  Btates  by  li>e  iooM- 
diat«  snffinrs  from  tbe  Oitlsh  d^mAttus^ 
for  an  indemnification  of  tbeir  lossn  1^ 
applications  will,  probably,  be  inmsMd,  j^ 
peated,  and  oonUnned;  uie  agrionltnnl  » 
other  interests  of  the  United  States  irill,  ^ 
eqnaliie  tins  burata 
vn  npcm  the  Gow* 
ment  will  pin  additional  weit^t,  ante  ua 
ftmd  shonid  be  cffired  to  them  fiv  Ihsir  iaw 
■dflcation.  niiaistheobvioaa,  thenstonlMi 
the  ri^Ufbl  ftmd  for  th«r  indenmificaliaD;  oa 
he  thought  it  was,  at  leaat,  the  dn^  of  UwQ«*; 
emment  to  hold  it  as  a  [dedge  fw  their  Meon?' 
If  this  maasore  ahonld  not  now  be  adopted,  t* 
kAmI  will  1^  a  fbnndation  tor  ftarthar  [«» 
In  the  United  Btatea,  which  may  ulluuMV 
have  a  aerions  tfbet  upon  the  Govemiiwil. 

An  olf^eotion,  of  a  very  delicate  and  innM^ 
tial  nature,  hni  been  made  to  the  pnipc" 
raeaaore,  whioh  raqnired  aome  coosiden>X!i>r 
that  It  would  affect  the  chaneter  and  vewf 
the  QovemmenL  He  had  viewed  tbia  •V^ 
tion  with  the  most  deUbemte  atteotiMi,  ■>"  »| 
the  whole  force  of  its  imposiiig  delicwri  I'*' 
wBaatleoK^  perfectly  aatiafied  that  U  w  ^ 
founded.  This  objectKMi  relates  rather  W  » 
right  than  the  poUcy  of  the  United  8UI»  " 
adopt  the  measure.  If  tiie  United  StitH  P^ 
aeaaee  the  rij^t  of  r^triaal  npoi  an  boDiri  t» 
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■onnd  InterpratMioii of  the  lamtrf  nukmi;  if 
the  Modnot  of  €>re«t  Britain  towuds  th«  UniMd 
BtatM  be  Bdffldant  to  jnedfy  the  ezoen  of  the 
rig^t,  he  beliered  the  poliof  of  exerdjsliig  the 
right  Mold  neTer  tamisn  the  American  charao- 
tar,  DOT  lesMO  the  oredit  of  Amerksa  dtiEenB 
bwMftv.  The  worid  of  iuti(ni0,  u  well  as 
indMdD^  will  easil^r  lee,  tliat  it  was  a  mew- 
uo  <tf  oompnUini,  not  of  ohoioe;  that,  althooKh 
flw  United  StaUe  believed,  they  reflratted  ti» 
a^oe&Atf ',  that  tbay  were  not  the  antiion  of  the 
original  wronge;  that  &m  had  bone  tbem 
wtth  petienoe,  had  naed  their  endeavors  to  pre- 
Tent  the  oommiMbxi  of  th^n;  and  that,  when 
fteoe  wrongs  were  oommitted  and  r^>eat«d,  the 
tTnitedStateapoweMedDOOtber  means  of  redren. 

Under  these  oirotimatanoee,  in  the  exerdse  (tf 
a  rabetoDtial  ri^t,  be  did  not  believe  there 
eoold  flow  any  oonaeqaendal  wrong. 

The  motive  wonld  be  looked  at,  and  it  woold 
fttmUi  a  complete  eioneraUon  firom  blame, 
wfaUat  the  original  aggrenon  wonld  become 
iat&y  reaponsi'ble  for  all  Q»  oonaeqnenoee. 

Ur.  O.  B^d,  he  ooald  not  dt  down  without 
wH^  some  remarks  npon  the  fruits  trf  the 
ecndnot  heretofore  obewved  t^  the  Uidted 
States.  The  moat  paoifio  ajwtem  has  heretoftve 
marked  the  oharMter  of  the  OovemnMot  All 
Amerioa  looked  upon  the  late  proclamation  of 
Beotrality  ai  a  ecmpeteat  guarantee  for  peaee. 
He  had  no  doabt  bnt  that  it  was  dictated  bj 
Qm  (rarest  regard  for  peace.  Bat  what  have 
been  the  frnits  of  it  1  He  did  not  mean  to  con- 
demn the  conduct  of  the  Ezecntlve.  Perhaps 
It  was  BD^eatcd  by  the  then  existing  state  of 
finDga.  He  coly  intended  to  ^ow,  that  it  had 
not  met  with  tlie  retnm  it  merited,  and  which 
was  reasonably  expected  from  it. 

It  has  not  prodDced  poaoe.  A  regard  for 
peace  faaa  been  constmed  into  a  fear  <^  war.  A 
losatance  of  the  feelings  of  the  pewle  for  the 
eaOBO  of  France  has  been  a  palatable  food  for 
BiitiA  arrogauoe  and  preeomption.  Snbmis- 
rion  to  aggression  has  invited  new  aggressione-, 
■ppeab  for  Jnstioe  have  been  deemed  taed- 
■wnies  ot  debiUty,  tiU  at  length  the  United 
Ettateo,  after  having  been  stripped  of  their  tdti- 
Bsoa  and  pr(q>ert7,  are  npon  the  eve  of  a  war, 
beoanee  the^  bave  not  exerted  their  righta  at  an 
aariior  period.  If  this  condDot  sbonld  bave 
beat  heretofOTe  wise  and  paoiflc,  experience  has 
tan^it  na  that  it  Is  no  longer  so;  nothing  can 
be  expected  ftam  the  Justice,  the  honor,  or  the 
mod^stion  of  a  court  wUch  bai  proved  itadf 
aqoally  a  stranger  to  them  aD ;  but,  before  snch 
a  tribnnal,  acqidesoence  will  beget  irtjories,  in- 
Jnriee  will  beget  insolta,  and  insolta  will  beget 
coitt«mpt,  degradation,  and  war. 

Mr.  Hwm  remarked  that,  on  the  flrst  view 
of  the  subject,  he  bad  been  inclined  to  fovor 
the  propudtiop,  not  having  attended  minnt«1y 
to  the  dWinotion  made  by  the  laws  of  nations 
re^teeting  the  property  of  an  enemy  liable  to 
re^nlsBl ;  but  on  a  nill  inveetigation  of  the  snb- 
Jeot,  and  matnre  ddibenttion,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  proposition  nnder  condderation  wonld 


be  a  direct  and  manifest  violation  of  the  laws 
of  natJoDH ;  he  was,  therefore,  cleai^  and  de- 
cidedly opposed  to  its  adoption.  6entlem<n 
have  said  mnoh  respecting  tiie  insnhs  and  the 
iidnriee  which  we  have  received  from  the  Brit- 
ish DBtjon ;  but  Mr.  8.  conceived  it  to  be  tin- 
neoeseary  that  gentlemen  shonld  deecribe  their 
lasnlts  and  injnries  in  the  hif^hest  colors  to  in- 
Same  onr  pasnons,  and  to  annnatc  onr  reeent- 
ment  He  believed  that  every  gentleman  tat 
the  committee  deeply  tfit  the  indignity  which 
had  been  offered  to  ueir  conntt?,  and  was  con- 
vinced that  Great  Britain  had  been  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nataons;  bnt,  nnder 
BDoh  dronmstonoee,  it  was  onr  dnty  to  oondoct 
with  coolness,  candor,  and  mcdertttion.  He 
thought  that  the  heat  and  passion  which  had 
been  manifested  in  the  ooniBe  of  the  debate 
were  incondstent  with  that  dignily  and  pro- 
priety which  OQght  to  mark  the  deliberations  of 

J&nrobwrved,  tiutt  the  condnot  ttfthe  Bitt- 
idi  Oonrt  in  regsid  to  thrar  oonoeaBng  in  noh 
a  (ingolar  manner  the  Order  of  the  9th  of  Mo- 
vember,  and  the  equivocal  temw  In  wUeli  It 
was  expreesed,  was  greatly  to  thdr  ^bonw. 
Bnt  he  thought  that  the  words  hgal  a^udittt- 
Mm,  wonld  fairly  admit  of  a  oonatmction  that 
no  Ameriou  vessel  that  shonld  be  taken  pnr- 
Buant  to  that  order,  conld  be  UaUe  to  he  ««- 
demned,  unless  warranted  by  the  taws  of  ni^ 
tions.  There  w«s  reason  to  apprehend  that 
SQch  was  the  intention  of  the  British  Osbinet; 
and  that  the  Oonrte  of  Admiralty  in  the  Wert 
Indies,  in  their  condemnations,  had  exceeded 
their  jnriadicti<m,  and  contradicted  tbe  derign 
of  the  Oonrt  of  London.  Becwt  intdligenee 
oonflrmed  the  idea.  No  infiHmatiea  of  these 
illegal  transactions  had  vet  been  CMmnnnioated 
to  them.  It  was  poasiUe  that  when  that  conrt 
)  made  acqnunted  with  the  lijnrke  we  had 
dned  that  they  wonld  sward  reetatirtira  of 
compensation.  Mr.  8.  retnaiked  that,  by  th« 
laws  of  nations,  no  nation  had  a  right  to  make 
reprisal  for  any  injury  till  all  other  means  of 
obtwning  Justice  had  felled ;  that  it  was  our  do- 
ty In  the  first  place  to  repreeent  to  the  Ooort 
of  Oreat  Britsin  the  spoUatioDs  that  had  been 
made  (m  our  ccHnmeroe  by  the  illegal  condem- 
nation of  our  vessels ;  that,  till  we  had  done 
this,  the  laws  of  nations  wonld  not  warrant 
nsto  make  reprisals  on  the  goods  and  efibcta  of 
the  British  notion.  That  there  was  a  pOMdbOi- 
tr  of  obtidning  a  satisbetoir  explanation  of 
their  conduct  sad  reparation  for  the  iqjnries  we 
had  sntfered.  It  was,  therdbre,  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  negotiation.  Bnt,  be  sdd,  if  that  nation 
will  not  do  ns  justice,  then  we  are  anthorUed 
tc  make  repriasls. 

Mr.  B.  then  observed  that,  when  we  had  taken 
such  steps  as  would  authorize  repriml,  we  shonld 
be  precluded  by  the  Uws  of  nations  ffom  adopt- 
ing the  proposition  under  condderation.  He 
sud  that  a  gentiemsn  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mkk- 
Oeb)  had  vesterday  oaeerted  that  Burlanu^nd 
was  the  only  authority  among  the  writers  on  the 
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laws  of  natioDB  agiiiist  the  raeiwre;  kud  lliftt 
the  opiaion  of  ValUl  waela  favor  of  It.  Anoth- 
«T  Mntlemui  from  HaryUnd  (Ur.  Shtth)  had 
read  a  ponage  from  Vatttl,  wbich  he  CMisidered 
w  an  anthorit?  id  point,  to  jnsttfr  the  seidng 
of  priTate  debts ;  bat  not  debts  dae  from  the 
pnblio.  But  if  these  genCleiueD  had  thoroogbl^ 
examined  VatuL,  thej  woold  hare  found,  in- 
stead of  bis  being  on  authority  in  their  &ror, 
he  had  io  the  moat  direct  terms  maintained  a 
oontrary  opinion.  He  then  read  a  paawge  from 
FoMei;  that  showed  that  the  eflbolaitf  an  enemy 
in  a  oonatr;  at  the  time  of  a  dedaratJon  of  war 
oannot  be  seized,  bat  that  the  owner  is  entitled 
to  a  reasonable  time  to  remove  them ;  and  an- 
other psssHKe,  which  ezpreMly  declared  tliat,  bj 
the  usage  and  oostom  of  modern  natiooa,  pnb- 
lio and  private  debts  are  not  the  aot^Ject  of  re- 
priaal.  Mr.  8.  ooooeived  that  these  mka  were 
KUDdad  in  the  hi^teM  wisdom;  that  all  defata 
were  oontra^ded  ander  a  saneticm  ot  pnblie  faith, 
aod  an  nnderatanding  that  a  war  shonld  not 
render  tbem  liable  to  seimre  ° 


and  that  no  government  ooold  ever  have 
right  to  violate  a  moral  obligatioa.  That,  there- 
fore, by  the  law  of  nations  in  all  instanoea 
where  pnjpertj  comes  ioto  the  poMoanion  of  a 
nation  by  a  oonfldenee  reposed  in  their  honor 
and  &ith,  as  in  case  of  pnbUo  or  private  debta, 
socb  property  can  never  l>e  Uke  satjeot  of  re- 
prisal, becanse  this  would  be  to  authorize  a 
breach  of  public  feith ;  bnt  r^risals  are  always 
to  be  made  on  property  in  posseevoD  of  the  na- 
tion who  has  done  the  injury,  uid  which  may 
be  taken  without  any  violatioa  of  those  prinoi- 
^es,  which  ought  to  be  held  aaored  in  tmie  of 
war. 

Ur.  6.  remarked,  that  It  had  been  snggeeted 
Qiat  the  British  nation  had  been  gnilty  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  nations  in  their  treatment 
of  US ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  were  not  bound  to 
govern  ourselves  by  that  law  in  our  condnct 
towards  them.  This  argument,  however  plau- 
uble,  he  said,  would  not  bear  the  test  of  exami- 
nation ;  that  all  reprisals  were  justified  only  im 
the  principle  that  the  nation  on  whom  reprisal 
is  made  has  been  guilty  of  a  previons  viofadon 
at  the  laws  of  nations.  When  a  natitm  ^are- 
gards  that  genwal  taw  by  which  the  oondnot  of 
all  indepenaent  oommunities  towards  eaoh  other 
Is  to  be  regulated,  the  same  law  points  out  the 
mode  (it  redress.  If  there  has  been  no  violation 
of  that  law,  there  can  be  no  repriBsl.  If  there 
has  been  a  violation,  then  tiie  reprisal  mnst  be 
pnrsnant  to  the  law,  for  it  is  the  highest  absur- 
dity to  say,  that  becaose  there  has  been  an  in- 
fraction of  a  law  which  authorizes  a  oertsn 
mode  of  redress,  that  w»  may  pursue  a  different 
mode  of  redrees  in  violation  of  the  law  which 
gives  us  the  right  This  would  be  at  once  to 
renounce  the  whole  system  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, and  throw  mankind  back  into  a  state  of 
MTBge  barbarity  and  ferodty . 

Mr,  8.  Utea  adverted  to  the  policy  ot  the 


messare.  He  aaid,  iMm  a  fitir  cdealslioa,  k 
would  be  fotmd  that  the  adoptiim  of  the  ptop- 
sition  would  be  prodoodve  of  fiv  grsatcr  i^ 
to  this  ooontry  than  the  amomit  (rfthe  kaHM- 
tuned  by  onr  dtjcens  in  oonseqnMM  of  it 
spoliatioas  committed  upon  oar  oouaaata.  It 
it!  evident  that  this  country,  even  admittiif  Art 
a  war  should  take  plaoe,  would  wish  to  raer 
their  o(Hmner«al  -omuiectim  vrith  Greit  bte 
But  ii^  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nslicM,  w 
seize  on  private  debts,  we  shall  fcr  trffftr- 
feit  all  credit ;  do  bust  can  be  ri^eaed  ii  w 
citisens,  aiid  no  fiuth  in  oar  GovenuMOt  Hi 
fbreign  merdiants  will  ever  deal  on  en£t  wU 
our  citizena,  fh>m  a  well-gi>*rded  appwh—JM 
that,  in  oaseof  awaTbetweH)tbeconnbiei,lhi 
sacred  nature  of  private  oontraeta  will  act  ^ 
tact  tiiem  against  titt  hand  of  a  Gon^trt 
whilst  haa  e^iiUted  die  exaontie  of  a  dtfibv* 
vicrfatian  of  the  lawa  of  nacoiHi.  Wta  i« 
consider  the  imntense  advantages  that  on  ^ 
derived  ftom  private  credit  and  nalioBsl  boMr, 
it  will  be  easy  to  imagine  tite  infinite  aaaisd 
that  most  reaolt  from  a  diovgard  of  these  pn- 
dplw 

Mr.  S.  otjectedto  themeworeoa  tbegnw 
that  be  oonadered  it  to  be  a  deolantionc^wK; 
and  he  did  not  think  that  the  cireamstsnmn- 
quiredor  justified  oar  taking  that  st^  Hsatf 
uiat  notwithstanding  the  onwaRaidaUe  vf- 
oeedings  of  the  British  natioo;  yet,  do  act  M 
been  done  by  the  Britieh  Oonrt  thatdoiiTfi- 
dicated  an  intention  to  make  war  dinotly  ^ 
UB,  or  that  oould  be  ixmndered  as  direct  ■d'^ 
tentional  war,  thou^^  we  ndgbt  couridtr  Mij 
of  their  acts  as  just  oansea  <ff  making  wir  oa 
our  part 

The  revocation  of  the  Order  of  the  Sth  rfSo- 
vemlter,  the  new  instructionB  of  the  8th  of  Ju- 
ary,  and  the  explanation  given  to  Ihs  mtHitfl| 
of  London,  clearly  evidenced  that  a  mrTttgbt  M 
avoided  with  thatnation.  WhiletherawnW 
remotest  possibility  of  preeerving  our  pesn  *■ 
on^t  not  to  do  an  act  whieh  might  Wl^^* 
war.  While  then  the  oondoet  <^  the  ^> 
Cabinet  would  admit  of  an  explaaaticm.  ^ 
there  was  a  pro^>eot  that  ire  might  obtaia  tj 
negotiation  resdtation  of  the  yrog«etf  <i^ 
eituena  or  oompensatiixk  fbr  tha  kaea  Osy  » 
anstained,  we  on^t  to  pome  that  moos;  M 
if  we  imoeeded  to  make  reprisals  by  adtftiw* 
illegal  measure,  it  must  certainly  oedwa** 
dedaration  of  war. 

The  omiaHon  of  the  rccniar  m«an«  id  otW*- 
ing  aatis&ction  by  negotiation,  a«d  ■n,™'!^ 
rantable  mode  of  reprisal,  would  osrtamlj  H 
Just  causes  of  war.  If  wemnatbedrivMiuiw* 
war,  it  would  be  irf  the  highest  ■dvantipi»» 
to  conduct  It  in  such  a  manner  as  to  «°''^Z 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  that  we  »*»3 
wished  to  avoid  it  and  that  the  "Hi""^ 
illegal  proceedings <^  thdr  own  oourthsTSb** 
the  sole  cause  of  the  war.  In  each  »  ^  " 
have  reason  to  think,  that  BC  great  is  themwj^ 

eat  of  that  nation  in  preeerving  our  «""?^ 
oonnectjon,  that  a  powwfol  party  "ill  ■*  ""^ 
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ii  ow  ftTor  to  oppoM  tile  iqJnBtioe  of  the 
GoTenuoent.  The  sentuDente  of  the  people 
wiS  be  against  the  war,  and  the  oourt  wUl  find 
'  eitremelf  difficnlt  to  maintam  it  jmier  snoh 


Bat  i^  without  demanding  an  enlaostion,  we 
rooeed  to  adopt  neh,  Tkilent,  and  nnwarrauta- 
Ab  meaaoTM,  tlie  q>irit  of  the  nation  vi]|  rise 
^DRt  na,  md  the  people  will  join  the  court 
D  proeeentiiiKa  war  which  will  be  then  deemed 
Oft  and  oeoewaiy. 

Ur.  S.  then  observed  that  we  ought  to  take 
nto  ooDnderation  the  preeent  ritnation  of  En' 
1^;  that  the  late  muxtmm  of  the  French 
latioD  had  material];  changed  the  political 
iD^Mct  It  was  poMible  that  theee  snoo««ses 
lad  be«i  the  caoae  which  had  produced  an 
Iteration  ia  the  views  of  the  Britislf  Coart. 
f  erenta  had  hntpened  which  had  rendered 
Im  disporition  of  that  natioii  less  nniriendlj 
nd  hostile,  we  onght  to  take  advantage  of 
bat  larotimaUnee,  and  not  do  any  thing  to 
lieck  the  progreaa  of  that  favorable  disposi- 
lon.  He  moet  sincerel;  hoped  that  these 
DOoeSBM  wonld  ocHiTince  the  combined  powers 
f  the  impombilit^  tooonqner  France,  and  pro- 
Ince  a  gener&l  paufloation. 

While  snoh  were  the  prospects,  he  ardently 
riahed  that  ■  measaTe  repugnant  to  the  prinoi- 
lei  of  oaaiaaoa  honest;  and  conunon  jnstioe 
liglit  be  rejected ;  and  he  hoped  that  no  gen- 
leman  in  the  committee  would  rote  in  favor 
i  a  pn^KMition  which  would  fix  an  indelible 
tona  on  oar  national  dbaraoter. 

The  committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to 


TBnBBDA.1,  April  10. 
Xin^InUreoitne  witA  Qreat  Britain. 
The  House  agun  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
iittt««  of  the  whole  Honse,  on  the  motion  of 
be  7th  instant,  to  prohibit  all  oommeroial  inter- 
oune  between  the  citizens  of  the  United  8tat«e 
nd  the  sabjeota  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 

0  far  ss  the  same  reepeots  artiolea  of  the  growth 

1  mannbcrnre  of  O^reat  Britdn  or  Ireland. 
Mr,  SxDawiOE  Bud  he  was  sorry  to  rise,  nn- 

npared  as  he  was,  as  he  had  yesterday  ooon- 
wd  as  greftt  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  oom- 
littee  as  perhape  he  wsa  entitled  to.  He  had 
loped  some  other  gentJeman  wonld  have  risen, 
rho,  having  better  arran^ied  his  ideas  than  him- 
til,  had  a  |w«fer«b]e  claim  to  the  attention  of 
be  oommittM.  Unprepared  as  he  ws^  he 
cnld  not  permit  a  question  so  important  as 
hat  nnder  consideration  to  pass^  withont  enter- 

Sagdnst  it  his  solemn  prtdeat :  a  question  in- 
ving  the  dearest  interests  of  cor  ooonttr,  and 
hrealening  to  exchange  the  onexampledj 
■erity  it  bad  for  some  years  eiijoyed,  for  at 
Mwnm  of  war.  He  said  he  the  more  regretted 
he  part  he  was  obliged  to  take  on  this  oooarioo, 
woanse  he  feared  he  shoold,  in  im  vote,  divide 
k«n  many  gentlemen  whom  he  mni^  respected ; 
mt  sa  hia  mHUion  bad  been  icmned  cm  mature 


deliberation,  nmther  bis  honor,  bis  oonscienoeL 
nor  the  dnty  he  owed  to  his  oonntry,  wonld 
permit  him  to  be  silent.  If  the  evils  he 
foresaw  should  result  from  the  meaenre  under 
consideration,  he  wished  it  mi^tbe  known  that 

i  part  of  them  conld  vrith  iaslioe  ba  imputed 

him  as  tbdr  antbor.  Tt,  therefore,  he  sboald 
be  so  nnfbrtonate  as  to  stand  single  and  alone, 
he  would  not  fiul  to  oppoee,  as  for  as  he  could, 
the  measnre  before  the  committee. 

That  ii^Eiries  nnprovoked  and  ineicosable  had 
been  inflicted  by  Great  Britain  on  this  oonntry, 

as  acknowledged  by  all.     No  man  felt  stronger 

idignation  than  himself  at  the  insnlts  which 
had  been  oSered  to  onr  country,  and  lie  wronga 
which  had  been  done  to  onr  citizens ;  no  man 
was  lees  disposed  tamely  to  bear  the  banghty 
and  unprovoked  aggressions  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion ;  no  man  would  go  further  to  procore  re- 
dress for  onr  wounded  honor,  and  indemnifl<». 
tion  for  onr  inJnred  citizens.  It,  after  seeking 
reparation  in  the  way  dictated  by  pmdenoe  ana 
hnmanity,  happily  prescribed  by  the  modem 
usages  ofciviliised  nations  and  commanded  by  the 
principle  of  religion;  if  fair  negotiation  should 
be  tried,  and  justice  not  obtained,  he  would 
then  seek  redress  by  the  means  which  God  and 
nature  had  given  us.  He  remembered  well  the 
miseries  and  vices  of  war,  a  war  in  which  h« 
had  taken  a  part.  It  was  a  war  of  honor  and 
interest :  he  well  remembered  its  dremnstanoM 
and  effects.  He  had  lived  to  see  the  wastes  ol 
that  war  repaired ;  to  see  a  state  of  order  and 
secnri^ ;  to  see  his  oonntry  progressing  in  all 
the  means  ot  btmriness.  No  man  who  loved 
his  ooonby,  and  ^oioed  in  its  prospwity,  wonld 
consent  l»it  ttam  inevitable  neoesdty,  to  see  it 
sgain  plnnged  in  the  horrors  of  war. 

Althongh  all  combined  In  opinion  that  onr  in- 
juries were  great,  that  they  must  be  redressed, 
Id  one  had  so^^ted  that  war  sboald  pre- 
negotiation.  Re^>eeting  this,  tbere-was 
bap[dly  hnt  one  opinloa  On  every  side  of  the 
House,  it  was  acknowledged  a  doty  indispensa- 
ble in  onr  present  mtuation,  to  state  onr  oom- 
plainta  of  iqjnries  to  the  anthers  of  them,  and 
to  demand  redress.  We  were  only  divided  as  to 
the  manner  of  onr  application,  and  the  (orcum- 
stanoee  nnder  which  onr  demand  should  be 
made.  He  had  already,  on  another  occadon, 
token  the  liberty  to  declare  hie  opinion  of  the 
lino  of  condnot  which  was  dictated  by  our  pres- 
ent ritDstion ;  that  we  shonld  manifest  that  we 
are  averse  to  war ;  but,  should  it  become  inev- 
itable, we  shonld  enoonnterf  it  .with  that  nn- 
daunted  spirit  which  became- freemen,  insulted 
in  their  honor  and  iifjnred  '1b  thetr  rights.  He 
had  the  most  perfaot  oonfldeMe'ln  the  bravery 
of  onr  citizens.  At  the  same  thnethat  he  knew 
they  would  never  surrender  their  rights,  he  was 
sensible  that  they  wonld  avoid,  if  posdble,  an 
mmeoessary  and  wanton  efiVision  of  blood. 

Gentiemen  had  disdumed  any  intention  to 
adopt  any  measnrea  tending  to  war ;  they  had 
said  this  measnre  had  no  tendency  to  such  an 
event    This  nawiiHiin  he  conld  not  heUon^ 
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bectoM  tliis  meaaore  contatoed  a  threat  of 
tnoouTenieDce ;  and  avery  threat  of  InoMiTeoi- 
eot»  wu  a  cause  of  Irritation,  and  evwy  irritk- 
tion  between  nations  who  had  already  dlflbr- 
enoM  to  decide,  nudoabtedly  l«nd«d  to  widen 
the  breach,  and  of  oonne  to  prodnce  war.    If 

Sntkmea  were  rinMre  in  their  deolarationa, 
it  all  diflbienoea  between  Amerioa  and  Great 
Britain  shoald  be  terminated  by  peaoeable  nego- 
tiation, (and  he  wotdd  not  oaU  their  rinoeriu  in 
qneadon  j)  if  Qreat  Brit^  waa  prond,  han^ty, 
and  inatdent,  as  she  had  been  r«>eatedly  <fe- 
ntxninatad,  was  it  probable,  he  aued,  that  she 
would  be  more  inohned  to  do  n*  Jnstioe,  by  en- 
listing her  pride  and  inat^eiioe  against  oat 

Ifr,  S.  sud,  that  the  late  TJoleneea  by  wfaidi 
the  property  of  onr  dticeoB  had  been  plundered, 
were  the  imme^te  and  avowed  oaoae  of  the 
present  meamre ;  that  as  yet  no  repreeentalioo 
of  theae  inJDriei — no  demaod  tor  oompenaatfan 
had  bem  made ;  that  snoh  i«f>resantatiaD  and 
demand  dionld  precede  hostility  waa  OMweded 
by  alL  It  only  then  remained  to  be  oonsidered, 
in  what  terms  and  inaauer  such  claim  thoold  be 
eihitnted.  In  terms,  he  said,  donbtlees  Ann 
and  decided ;  bat  if  it  was  intended  to  prodaoe 
the  desired  effect  of  peace,  and  to  prevent  boa- 
tility,  the  langoRffe  uonld  be  decent  and  concil- 
iatory. He  mU^  on  gentlemen  to  show  an  in- 
Btanoe,  in  modern  times,  where  a  nation  com- 
plaining of  iqnries,  bat  dewroos  of  peace,  had 
accompanied  their  demands  of  jnstioa  with 
threats  of  inoonTenience !  The  oppowte  prao- 
tJce  was  universally  eBtablislied,  and  on  the 
known  prindples  of  hmnan  natnre.  Be  a^ 
pealed  to  the  feelinn  of  every  honorable  man  in 
the  committee,  whether  demands  for  Jnstice 
and  reparation  for  iqjoriee  were  enforced  by 
threats  t  whether  repugnance  to  a  compliance 
with  snob  demands  wee  not  created  by  moh 
means  t  If  every  man  felt  the  operation  of  this 
principle,  how  mnch  more  powerful  would  it 
be  on  the  minds  of  the  g<$TemDrs  of  a  nation 
styled  proud  and  insolent !  He  said  he  would 
charge  no  man  with  an  intention  to  involve  this 
oonntry  in  all  the  horrors  and  desolating  scenes 
ot  war.  He  could  not,  however,  help  declaring, 
that  war  or  amicable  negotiation  evidently  most 
decide  the  oontroverBiea  between  America  and 
Great  Britain,  and  that  were  his  mind  deter- 
mined on  the  former,  be  ehonld  recommend 
those  measnres  which  gentlemen  had  bronght 
forward  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  as 
tlie  most  operative  tneau  of  rendering  the  event 
certain,  and  of  ibanislung  every  pro^iect  of  oo- 
oommodatioQ,'  /iT<i>  seize  on  British  property, 
to  confiscate  er  aeqUeeter  British  debts,  to  anni- 
hilate as  far  as^ia  Dur  power  her  oommenie,  to 
starve  her  manbfactorers,  aud  to  humble  her 
pride;  these  were  in&Llible  means  of  defeating 
n^otiation,  and  of  uniting,  as  one  man,  that 
nation  against  ns,  in  all  the  views  of  her  admin- 
istration. 

It  had  been  said,  that  a  prindpal  benefit  to  be 
expected  from  the  institntion  of  Republican 
Goverament  waa,  tliat  oool  and  template  re- 


fleetlan  wonld  direct  the  eondnot  of  ralww 
How  br  our  oondnct  on  this  oooaaion  had  viri- 
fied  snob  an  espeotatJMi,  he  wUied  geothjti 
to  reSeot  He  had  himself  fticdly  boped,  k 
the  Government  of  this  connti7,  to  hmv*  mm 
these  principles  axou^ified,  and  all  inteanptt- 
anoe  <n  eiprcMloa,  and  all  tiie  he«t  of  pmiim, 
banished.  It  had  been  s^d,  that  a  iila(»«siiw 
should  be  all  intellect :  never,  sorely-,  waa  ■ 
lime  or  a  conntiT',  which  more  r«qnir«d  tha 
the  prewnt  time,  and  by  this  ooontiy,  the  ex^ 
erdae  of  co(d  tenq»er,  to  Am  eidnrfon  of  pasrion, 
to  ooodnet  with  a^Ur  t^  poKtka]  imj-Mm 
through  aorronnding  dangetSL    He  ynO  ri 


mi^t  have  been  ezpeoted;  they  were  anch  ss 
to  oon^inoe  every  oool  and  0(»siderBte  ma^ 
that  the  measure  itself  was  tmpotttio  and  nfr 
wise.  It  immediately  raised  the  priee  of  d 
art^ea  of<  imputation  to  an  envbitont  and  e*- 


iporters  and  shopkeepMB,  ai 
henoe  it  may  be  ea^  to  nndwstand  why  tUi 
measure  was  said  to  be  so  popular  in  Philwhi 
pUa  and  other  great  towns.  But  as  the  Bepn- 
■entatives  of  the  whole  people  of  America,  4a 
L^ialatnre  onght  to  r«dect,  that  in  {Hvportni 
as  this  measure  wcnld  opmta  benc&ially  ta 
the  dealers  in  imported  ooDunoditiea,  it  -woM 
become  bordensome  and  oppresrfve  to  Qtatt 
who  are  beat  entitled  to  our  regard — th»  sab- 
■tantial  yeomanry  of  the  oonntry— on  whan 
we  must  prindpul^  depend  few  sopport,  in  ths 
ardnons  conflict  which  we  had  too  mneh  rearaa 
to  apprehend.  If  we  must  eventually  sn^ert 
onr  oluma  by  arms,  the  more  property  wt 
oonld  import  before  the  WHnraencement  cf 
war,  the  more  benefidal  wonld  it  be.  In  thtf 
case,  the  moet  wise  and  pradent  policy  would 
be,  that  which  would  pve  the  greatest  extent 
to  oju  credit ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  nwit 
unwise  and  wretched,  that  which  woold  Uai 
to  deprive  onr  people  of  the  (vdinary  tatmiM  id 
supplies. 

If  this  HjHtem  ahonld  prevail,  were  we  to  ra- 
oeive  British  productions  through  other  ooaB> 
trie* )  This  would  be  in^nring  onrselves,  with- 
out afiecting  Great  Bntain.  Was  there  ai^ 
other  conutry  which  conld  give  ns  the  nms 
supi^iee  we  wanted  I  There  certainly  was  nc»ia 
Were  we  to  depend  on  onreelvea  alone,  the  in- 
convenience would  be  great,  if  not  intoleraU& 
What,  he  further  asked,  would  become  oT  oai 
produce,  in  the  event  contemplated  t  Withost 
entering  into  a  minnte  detail,  he  said,  be  wmU 
venture  to  prononnce  that  a  great  j«rt  of  it 
wonld  perish  on  onr  hands. 

It  was,  he  s^d,  doubtAil,  bow  far  at  any 
time  the  proposed  system  might  go  to  distna 
Great  Britain ;  but,  at  this  time,  it  would  affi«d 
facility  to  her  in  recruiting  her  fleets  and 
armiea.  Were  manufacturers  and  laboren 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  thereby  de- 
prived t^  bread,  they  woidd  be  alike  stimulated 
by  want  and  deapair  to  fl{^t  the  batttos  of  their 
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conntiy  agtiuiat  those  who  had  redaced  them 
to  neceeraty.  In  ehort,  he  bsw  nothing  which 
dionld  atimnlate  the  Leguktore  to  adopt  this 
measare,  bat  pasaiOQ  vithoat,  and  resentment 
vithin,  theae  walla.  He  mw  nothing  in  the 
Bfftem  itadf^  u  it  respeoted  Great  Brit^  hnt 
vain  and  inefiectnal  irritation ;  nothing  in  re- 
latico  to  onr  own  oonntiy,  hnt  defeat,  wretch- 
cdnets,  and  want. 

He  B«d  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  an^eet 
to  the  committee  certain  oonatitntional  oon- 
(dderations.  The  answers  which  had  been  given 
liad  been  by  no  means  satiKbctory.    It 


warned  ns  of  the  danger  of  nsnrping  power — 
who  had  BO  ft«qaently,  and  in  language  ho  ani- 
mated, charged  ni  to  avoid  grasping  power,  by 
implication  and  construction ;  it  was  msnmbent 
on  those  gemJemen,  would  they  preeerve  oon- 
Bstency  of  character,  clearly  to  demonstrate 
the  aathoHtj  which  they  aseumed,  that  it 
mi^t  not  bo  sdpposed  that  their  constmcUon 
of  the  constitntion  was  a  convenient  aceommo- 
dation  to  the  existing  dronmstances.  It  was 
not  DOW  a  qneetion  whether  the  people  had 
made  a  wise  or  prudent  distribn^on  of  the 
powers  of  their  Government:  they  bad  de- 
dared  their  will,  and  that  will  we  were  bound 
by  every  conuderation  of  honor  and  dnty  to 
execute.  In  the  instroment  onder  wbioh  we 
acted,  they  bad  declared  that  the  Pbbbidkiii, 
tmder  certain  modiflcatione,  should  be  their 
OTfjan,  to  treat  exclusively  with  fbrtjgn  powers. 
This  authority,  thus  eiclusively  delegrted,  in- 
cludes all  the  terms  on  which  a  treaty  conld  be 
formed.  'What  was  the  preBent  measoret 
Prescribing  the  terms  of  treaty,  and  rentraining 
the  constitntioDa!  power  Irom  treating  on  any 
other  t«rma.  If  the  Legislatare  oonld  prescribe 
those  terme,  in  this  instance,  il  may  then  pre- 
■cribe  all  tbe  terms,  in  every  instance ;  and  of 
eonrse  control,  in  all  things,  the  ezertdse  of  that 

To  this  reasoning  two  answers  have  been 
given ;  the  one  by  a  gentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vama,  (Ur.  Simji,)  that  the  L^;islatnre  might 
make  such  a  law,  because  the  Eiecntive  oould 
repeal  it.  He  r^y  could  not  comprehend  the 
force  of  the  reasoning;  he  was  glad,  however, 
he  could,  with  perfect  confidence,  contradict  the 
assertion,  whicn  he  was  snre  would  be  a  very 
ditgustiDg  one  (to  tbe  people  of  America. 
There  wa?,  in  fact,  in  no  instance,  an  anlhority 
given  to  the  Eiecntive  to  repeal  a  oonstitntional 
act  of  the  Legislature.  The  other  answer  was 
that  given  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
KicnoLAS,)  that  there  conld  be  no  objection  to 
the  exerciae  of  this  power,  if  it  should  be  as- 
lented  to  by  the  Fbbsidbnt  and  Senate.  This 
was  a  still  more  extraordinary  and  qnsatisfactory 
answer  than  the  other.  It  implied  that  tbe 
Fbbsidxnt  and  Senate  could  make  grants  of 
power  to  this  House  not  contwned  in  the  oon- 
ttitution.  To  this  he  wonld  answer,  that  all 
the  powers  which  the  House  oonld  le^ly  ex- 
ercise, were  expressed  in  the  instmment  under 
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which  we  acted ;  that  those  powers  oonld  be 
neither  enlarged  nor  abridged,  by  any  man  n 
body  of  men  on  earth,  bnt  In  the  way  pointed 
out  by  the  instrument  itaelf. 

Ur.  S.  said  these  considerations  he  had  ex- 
pressed withoQt  any  previona  preparation,  as 
they  oconired  to  bis  mind.  Shoula  gentlemen 
who  viewed  the  snlject  in  the  light  he  did  re- 
mun  dlent,  he  would,  in  tbe  farther  progress  of 
this  mesenre,  he  pledged  himself,  with  more 
orderly  arrengemeat,  and  he  hoped  with  mora 
perspicuity  and  force,  address  himself  to  the 
eonrideration  of  this  committee,  or  of  the 
House.  It  woold  avul  httie  to  tell  him  that 
his  opposition  wonld  be  unpopnlar;  no  man 
more  than  himself  wished  the  good  opinion  of 
his  oonntrymen,  bat  no  personal  inconvenienoe^ 
no  loss  of  fiune  or  popular  afiection,  shonld  ever 
induce  him  to  see  hU  conntry  threatened  with 
evils  incalculable  in  nomber  and  duration,  with- 
out warning  her  of  her  danger;  a  conntir 
which  he  loved,  and  which  he  might,  on  this 
occasion,  be  permitted  to  say,  he  had  long 
served  with  honest  fidelity,  and  without  a  single 
instance  of  dnister  or  mere  personal  regard. 

The  committee  now  rose,  and  had  leave  to 
dt  again. 

I'bidi.y,  April  11, 
Jfb»-Int«reowte  with  Great  Sritam. 

The  House  again  resolved  iteelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  motion  of 
the  7lh  instant,  to  prohibit  alt  oommercial  in- 
terconrse  between  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  the  suljeots  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  so  &r  as  the  same  respects  articles  oT 
the  growth  or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland. 

Mr.  BoronroT  first  rose  (bis  day,  and  said : 
iti.  Chairman,  in  a  question  of  so  much  na- 
tional impOTtanoe,  there  needed  no  qwlogy  from 
any  member  of  the  committee  for  claimitig 
their  attention,  while  he  gave  the  reasons  for 
his  vote.  The  impatienoe  shown  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  C1.ABX,)  or  any  other  gentleman, 
for  the  qneation,  ought  not  to  inflneace  any 
member  of  the  committee.  When  the  fate  of 
a  nation  of  as  much  consequence  as  the  United 
States,  appeared  to  be  suspended  on  a  vote,  the 
least  to  be  expected  from  gentlemen  was,  to 
act  with  freedom,  deliberation  and  independ- 
ence. He  snppiMed  he  should  be  among  those 
who,  at  the  taking  of  the  question,  wonld 
probably  be  fonnd  in  the  minority.  That  this 
would  he  his  vote,  if  he  was  convinced  that  he 
should  be  single  and  alcme.  He  felt  himself 
deeply  aad  seriously  affected  with  a  view  of  the 
predpice  on  which,  in  bis  apprehension,  hla 
country  seemed  to  stand,  and  he  wished,  for  his 
own  part,  to  take  a  full  and  deliberate  view  of 
it,  before  he  Joined  in  precipitating  a  leap,  that 
might  not  add  to  her  safety  or  happiness. 
Reasoning  and  not  declamation  shonld  be  ex- 
pected fW)m  gentlemen  in  tavor  of  the  m 
nnder  consideration. 
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He  said,  be  would  addresB  himself  to 
fadgment^  and  out  to  the  pa»ions  of  tbe  < 
mittee.  He  aokoowledged  it  might  fall  to  bis 
lot  to  iDietake  the  true  and  esaeatisl  iDt«reBta  of 
hie  oDiiDti? ;  but,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  be 
bad  the  satisfaction  of  knowias  that  it  would 
arise  from  the  most  hooest  and  upright  inten- 
tions. It  waa,  tberefbre,  ou  tiiese  principles, 
that  he  should  proceed  in  giving  his  opiuioD  oa 
the  importaat  resolution  on  the  table. 

But,  before  he  went  ftuThor,  he  oould  not 
forget  the  respectful  ooniplimeot  ptud  jesterdaj 
b;  his  honorable  friend  from  tCaiylaud  (Mr. 
Smitb)  to  Ma  raoderetion  and  gn;  haire ;  in- 
deed, he  ahonld  not  have  taken  it  to  himself,  ae 
he  had  the  honor  of  having  white,  instead  of 
gray  hairs,  had  not  Hr.  S.'s  atteotiMi  been 
immediately  fixed  on  him.  If  either  age  o 
moderaduD  would  conunaAd  his  worthy  friend' 
close  consideration  of  this  sabject,  he  besought 
him,  as  well  as  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  join  in  attending  to  it  calmly  and 
serioui^  for  a  few  momenta,  before  the  die  was 
cast  He  said,  he  owed  mnch,  on  behalf  of  bis 
country,  to  that  gentleman  for  his  services 
the  field  during  the  late  war,  when  both  hia 
zeal  and  hispas^onswere  rendered  so  eminently 
nsefHil,  that  be  conld  with  pleasnre  apologize  at 
all  times  for  his  warmth  and  animation  on  any 
sabject  when  their  oMnnuMi  comity  was  not  to 
be  aSbcted.  Bat  wonld  tn  permit  him,  earnest' 
ly,  to  request  that,  with  other  members,  he 
would  call  to  miod,  that  the^  were  sow  the 
Bepresentatdves  of  four  milhons  of  people? 
That  perhaps  the  lives  of  thousanda  of  Uieir 
fellow-citizens  were  depending  on  a  single  vote. 
That  the  welfere  of  a  country  dearer  to  them 
tiian  life  was  at  stoke.  Gentlemen  must,  there- 
fore, agree,  that  the  question  was  a  serious  one, 
and  deserved  to  be  treated  with  the  most  serious 
and  deliberate  consideration.  Judgment,  and 
not  reiKntment,  shoold  direct  the  final  determi- 
nation, let  it  be  what  it  may,  and  give  a  aano- 
tdon  to  atl  their  measores. 

He  observed,  that  gentlemen  against  the 
qneation  had  been  accused  of  want  of  propriety. 
In  looking  calmly,  and  without  the  exercise  of 
their  passions,  on  the  snfierings  of  tlie  unhappy 
prisoners  at  Algiers,  and  the  piratical  spoha- 
tions  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  West  Indies. 
Yes,  sir,  said  he,  when  he  knew  that  it  was 
neither  paasion  nor  declamation  that  oonid 
afford  effective  reUef  to  these  aaffering  members 
ot  the  political  body,  he  should  continue  to 
perust  in  that  steady,  serions,  and  deliberate 
Une  of  oondnot,  that,  in  his  estimation,  was 
only  calculated  to  produce  that  permanent  and 
effident  aid  and  relief^  which  their  extreme  dis- 
tress BO  loudly  called  for  \  but,  in  his  turn,  he 
asked  gentlemen  to  ^ve  up  their  warmth  on 
this  occasion^  that  they  migut  also  reflect,  even 
without  passion,  on  the  number  of  their  fellow- 
citizeUB  that  must  tail  a  sacrifice  in  the  most 
aucceesful  war.    Will  not  gentlemen  weigh  wall 


These  ocmaiderationB  had  l«d  luni  to  eoaate 
the  meaanre  now  propoeed,  as  of  great  monirt 
and  importance,  and  to  wish  it  mi^t  be  nH» 
ed  on  and  considered  in  a  manno'  becosiiK 
LegislatoTB  and  RepreeentatiTes  of  UaiH 
America,  who  have  been  aaxt  here  h  im 
oounsellors  and  truateea,  and  to  wbiKO  dt>  )m 
committed  her  beet  and  moat  sacred  iuteraK 
He  said,  for  aj^cumeut's  sake,  and  to  simplif!'  Ht 
debate,  lest  he  should  be  drawn  into  nutea- 
sary  di^ntation,  be  shonld  oonceda  for  b 
present :  the  oDnstituldonality  c€  the  icHfalia 
proposed ;  tite  right  of  the  oomnuttee  to  aa^ 
nal«  and  determine  on  the  mesanre ;  tht  »■ 
provoked  aggreseionB  of  Great  Britain  ki  n- 
rant  and  Jum]^  the  prcdiibition. 

These  argumeiits  bad  been  rqiaattd  ai 
urged  with  great  apparent  foroe,  by  gsDtlsM 
in  &vor  of  the  afflnnative  ade  of  taa  qntetiiK,' 
bnt,  were  the  principles  aiiang  frcm  thM  M 
sufficient  to  justify  a  detcnniiiatMn  in  ftmif 
HO  harsh  and  unpreoedented  a  prooet^os,  wiA- 
oot  previoQslv  demanding  an  ezplaaatia  ml 
faS.  iudeoinincatioii,  a^«e*bly  to  the  ensha 
and  oaaKes  of  other  nations  I 

Would  argmnenta  of  this  kdad  satiB^  our  M- 
stituente,  if  they  should  find  themselres  nit 
denly  plunged  into  an  expensive  and  rnioM 
war!  Would  it  not  very  naturally  be  H^ 
why  were  not  the  true  interests  cf  &e  'Csm 
States  under  theoc  existing  circtLmsUDoe  a» 
fblly  inquired  Into,  and  made  the  prindpil  u' 
leading  object  of  attentive  consioeratioa!  h 
his  opinion,  this  should  peouliariy  be  tlte  ^ 
of  their  present  Lnouiry— was  it  not  the  daQ'  rf 
the  committee  cntjcally  to  exainiiw  islp  tb 
preparation  they  were  in  ft>r  a  stc^  that,  it  i^ 
imagination  of  some  gaitleman  of  dunM 
and  repntation,  at  tlie  last,  mi^  pcfis^ 
our  country  into  an  immediata  warl  Iftre* 
porta  and  harbors  in  any  tolerable  itiU  i^  *" 


perlj  snpphed ?  Wew our  (otizens  in  » ''•''■ 
organization  as  militdat  In  short,  did  ixA  w 
llireaten  a  sudden  ttanaitioii  trm* 


ledbyaL , 

shed,  without  taking  those  previous  and  pndn 
measures  that  mit^t  probJily  lead  to  u  »<^ 
auce  of  this  national  evil,  or  at  all  events  eDiM 
us  to  meet  it  with  declMou  uid  eBect  i 

Gentlemen  had  referred  th^oommitteo'"'* 
conduct  of  America  in  1T76,  and  the  «oc««« 
the  late  war  has  been  ui^ed  for  onr  euNiin^ 
ment  The  non-importation  agreement  hat  »■ 
reonrred  to  as  a  precedent  in  point.  Ee*4 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  ewiB 
of  the  late  Bevolotion.  The  firrt  motJoos^ 
wards  it,  found  him  engaged  In  the  c""^ 
cause,  and  bis  b^  endeavors  to  comiJet*  *■ 
secure  it  had  never  since  been  wautuig.  »■ 
well  remembered  the  conaeqQencefl  of  '^/"^ 
importation  agreement,  andflie  sufferings ofW 
brave  fellow-citizena  from  that  iinpf™J'*'f|*[ 
sure.  He  had  tracked  them  over  tte  m«a 
ground  by  their  blood,  from  tlo  w»M  >"  »** 
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and  was  sensible  that  manj  had  perished  bf  thi 
tnclemencT'  of  the  iieason,  for  want  of  tenta  and 
clothing ;  that  agreement  was  nniTersallj  ri 
probated,  as  a  measnre  impnidentlj  entered  ii 
to  on  the  principle  of  eipftcting  to  be  involved 
in  a  war,  which  had  it  been  then  contemplated, 
nothing  oonld  have  justified.  Mr.  B,  appealed 
to  the  knowledge  of  many  men  who  heard  >iim, 
that  this  ap^ement  had  often  been  urged  to 
Great  Britain,  as  a  conclodve  evidence,  that  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  America  had  not  "'' 
leut  intention  of  independence,  or  a  s^>ara< 
from  the  mother  oonntrj ;  otherwise,  she  oonld 
never  have  been  gnilt;  of  bo  impolltlo  a  resoln- 
tion.  He  asked,  then,  if  the  oomn)itt«e  wonjd 
now  repieat  the  mistake  with  their  e^ea  open, 
and  expose  ow  country  to  the  samemisfbrtones, 
and  onr  fellow-citizens  to  a  repetition  of  soffer- 
Inga,  b^  a  measnre  that  prontised  not  one  im- 
portant advantage  to  the  Union  that  he  had 
beard  of)  In  the  late  war,  America  had  ail  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  oilier  European  nations 

Xn  to  her,  but  now  oironmstanoeB  would  be 
red ;  in  ease  of  a  war  the  very  reverse  wonld 
he  onr  podtion,  ezoepting  as  to  those  of  Fr&noe. 

Mr.  B.  confessed,  that  his  arguments  were 
fbonded  on  his  conviction  that  the  resolution 
was  a  measure  that  would  necessarily  prodi 
war,  immediate,  inevitable  war. 

His  reasons  were  drawn  from  the  present 
state  of  Great  Britain,  being  in  alliance  with 
the  prindpal  powers  of  Europe,  and  under 
treaties  to  make  all  wars,  arisng  from  the  unit- 
ed oppodtion  to  Prance,  a  common  caose. 

The  neoeatity  she  would  have  of  employing 
her  SDpemnmerary  hands,  if  not  in  m&nn&o- 
turea,  in  her  armies  and  navies,  to  prevent  trou- 
ble at  home,  added  to  her  old  gm^  against  na 
on  aceoout  of  principles  that  promise  much 
tronble  to  all  the  monarchs  of  Europe :  her 
late  condnct  with  regard  to  onr  trade,  founded 
on  the  instmcdons  of  the  8th  of  Jnce,  and  Sth 
Kovember  last:  her  withholding  the  posts, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  jnstico  and  good 
tuth,  and  against  the  most  positive  aseurances : 
and  lastly,  from  the  snziety  to  regain  the  ter- 
ritory between  the  Lakes  and  the  Uississippi ; — 
be  agreed  that  neither  of  these  sio^y,  nor  even 
the  whole  together,  conld  justify  her  in  her  own 
opinion,  in  making  an  open  attack  npon  us,  but 
mi^t  tempt  her  to  construe  the  measure  before 
the  comniittee  into  an  act  of  hostility  on  onr 
port,  as  contrary  to  onr  professed  neutraUty. 
He  said,  it  was  a  point  conceded  in  the  laws  of 
nations,  that  granting  to  one  of  the  belligerent 
pewen  advaatagea  in  yonr  porta  which  were 
relhsed  to  another,  was  a  breach  of  neutrality. 
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-  allies,  that  the  aggression  arose  on 
account  of  the  war  with  France,  to  prevail  on 
tbem  to  make  !t  a  common  cause;  and  in  this 
tiiey  wonld  not  want  plausible  evidence.  It 
was  not  snScient,  he  alleged,  that  we  knew 
(■urwlves  innocent  of  the  cnai^  We  should 
be  prudently  carefhl  not  nnneceasarily  to  give 
nason  to  justify  the  construction.  If  the  pre- 
ToL.  1.-83 


vions  steps  of  negotiation,  used  by  all  dvOii- 
ed  nations,  were  neglected,  they  would  have 
the  advantage  of  the  argument,  and  we  should 
injure  ourselves.  He  asked  if  any  gentleman 
wonld  say  that  a  prohibition  of  commerce  at 
the  eve  of  a  war  or  even  the  apprehenaon  of 
it,  was  wisely  oalcnlated  to  clotiie  an  army,  re- 
plenish our  maga^M,  supply  our  arsenus,  or 
provide  a  revmne  by  wnich  to  support  a  war  I 

He  wished  every  member  had  taken  thetroa> 
hie  he  had  done,  of  looking  into  their  wtone, 
inquiring  what  was  on  hand,  calculating  what 
wottld  be  abaolutdy  necessary,  and  reflecting 
seriously  and  dispassionately  on  the  sourcee 
of  supply.  If  they  had.  hedonbted  not  but  that 
they  would  find  something  more  than  passion 
and  resentment  necessary,  to  meet  the  probable 
ooqeequences  of  so  prematnre  a  determination. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  gentlemen  to 
differ  on  important  measures;  and  he  wotdd 
not  even  ineinuat^  that  he  might  not  be  found 
wrong  in  theoe  ideas,  and  wholly  mistaken  tn 
his  ooi^ecturee  on  this  occasion,  but  he  bcmed 
members  to  oonsider  the  different  gronndon 
which  the  two  sides  of  the  House  stood.  If  the 
minority,  of  whom  he  expected  to  be  one, 
should  in  the  end  be  found  to  have  been  alarm- 
ed with  oonseqaenoes  altogether  anfoDDded,and 
that  the  iasno  proved  succeesM  to  the  peace  ot 
our  common  ooimtry,  they  would  have  the  hoo- 
pinees  of  rejoicing  with  the  majority  in  thwr 
superior  wisdom  and  foresight;  and  though 
even  they  shonld  suffer  in  character,  yet  th^ 
oonntry  would  be  saved.  But  if  Uie  mincri^ 
shonld  in  the  end  be  rights  and  our  country 
should  be  deluged  in  a  destructive  war,  and  her 
beat  interesta  be  endangered  by  the  discovery  of 
the  mistake  too  late  for  redress,  gentlemen  in 
fevor  of  the  resolution,  wonld  serioosly  regret 
that  they  had  not  at  least  used  more  caution. 


from  a  thorough  conviction,  on  the  most  care- 
ts examination,  that  the  resolution  was  against 
the  interest  and  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
all  circumstances  considered.  And  this  ha 
Bhoold  do,  wholly  regardless  of  the  malevolent 
insinuations,  that  Britain  had  an  influence  in 
that  House.  He  felt  a  conscions  dignity  of  mind, 
a  virtuous  pride  of  heart,  in  believing  that  it 
was  not  all  the  wealth  of  that  opulent  nation 
could  purchase  his  influence  to  a  single  measure 
iqJurioQS  to  his  country ;  and  under  that  con- 
viction, he  could  not  believe  there  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  In  a  different  predicament. 
He  agun  repeated,  that  he  ahould  most  nn- 
cerely  rejoice,  if  this  measure  should  be  adopt- 
ed, to  find,  in  the  end,  that  his  mind  had  viewed 
it,  as  prMQctive  of  consequences  that  were 
wholl;^  ■■■''o'lnded;  and,  although  under  his  pre- 
sent view  of  the  subject,  considering  it  as  in- 
imical to  his  country,  he  was  hound  in  con- 
science to  vote  against  it,  yet  the  councils  of 
America  were  directed  by  superior  wisdom,  and 
that  this  country  bad  reaped  the  rich  harvest  of 
peace  and  happiness.  But  it  might  now  be  aak- 
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©a,  if  itwM  meaut  pawlTelj  to  Bulnnit  to  the 
Injnries  scknowtedged  on  all  hands  to  have  btma 
Biutuned  by  the  impertona  and  overbearing  ooa- 
dnct  of  Great  attain?    He  anawewid  no,  by  no 

Ho  would  follow  tie  exampka  and  piusae  the 
measnne  of  other  natifflu  in  like  cireQinat«noee 
—eiamrieB  and  mewnres  founded  in  poUcy  and 
soond  nnderetanding.  He  would,  by  a  special 
envoy,  mJre  known  to  that  ooarti  onr  aonee  of 
ber  nnwarrantaUo  oggrMdma;  he  wonld  de- 
Dund  immeaiMe  indraniOfioatiOT  for  the  preaent, 
and  •eonrity  agalnat  fiitiiM  inffierings  of  the 
like  natnre — inrirt  on  a  categorical  answer, 
after  wplyiog  to  her  jiutioe  and  beat  int«re«ta ; 
sod  if  at  lart  a  war  mmt  be  the  only  means 
of  obtaining  jnatioe,  he  would  then  (b^ng  pre- 
vloMlyprepared)  meet  it  m  became  a  free  and 
independOTt  nation,  tnaUng  to  tiie  rightoona- 
neaa  (rf  her  oanse. 

By  this  means,  the  other  nations  of  £.nrope 
would  be  made  acqnunted  with  our  complainta 
—become  witneweB  to  our  love  of  peace,  and 
beai  testimony  to  the  jostioe  of  our  appeal  to 
arms.  He  said,  he  had  folly  considered  the 
qnestion— ho  had  viewed  it  in  every  point  of 
lightr-he  had  endeavored  to  oonader  Uie 
aeqnenoefl  v^hloh  most  probably  wonld 
tram  it,  &nd  he  ooold  not  convinoe  his  mmd, 
that  the  measnre  wonld  be  productive  of  any 
Bood  to  the  United  States,  wbile  it  offered  many 
roasona  to  conclude,  that  it  might  be  fn.ugtit 
vrith  the  greatest  evlL  In  case  of  the  most  eno- 
oeaafol  war,  America  had  nothing  to  gam,  while 
her  low  of  blood  and  treasure  was  snre  and  cer- 
tain. Ha  had  once  flattered  himself  that  this 
was  the  only  country  oa  the  (dobe,  whose  in- 
terest it  was  to  be  at  peaoe  with  aU  the  worli 
and  at  the  same  limeUieintewrtof  all  the  world 
to  be  St  peace  with  ns.  Bnt  he  fiared  we  had 
been  so  much  aotnated  by  a  resentment  of  m- 
Inriea  received,  as  to  lose  mght  of  onr  true  in- 
terests onder  eriating  ciroumBtanoeB,and,  there- 
fore, should  be  hurried  into  measnraa  we  might 
hereafter  have  reason  seriously  to  lamant 
Ibe  committee  now  rose. 

TS.oSDi.-T,  April  81, 
Jfim^Intenxnirtt  aith  Great  Britain. 
The  Honae  reanmed  the  consideration  of  flie 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Honse  on  the  fifteenth  instant,  to  pro- 
hibit all  commercial  interoonrse  between  the 
dtiiens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  cituana  or 
snbjects  of  any  other  nation,  so  ftr  as  the  same 
respects  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  the 
ment  and  modification  thereof,  which  was  pro- 
posed on  Friday  last,  being  forther  considered 
and  debated,  the  sdd  resolution  was  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

"Wbanu,  the  ummea  which  bav«  bean  s 
may  bo  mBUed,  by  tha  United  Sutei,  ftom  ™!«- 
tiona  oomiDitted  by  Great  BciCain  on  tbair  nanbal 
righti  and  oomintnJal  hrtaraft^  aa  weH  -■  *™' 


bar  fcanra  to  enrata  &»  lavanlli*  aitide  rf  Ha 
Imatr  at  Feaot^  nndcr  it  axpe^ent  {br  iha  b- 
UraA  «f  the  United  Ststo,  that  the  utamuerriil 
intereonna  between  the  two  conntriea  AaaSd  at* 
cootiinio  to  ba  carried  on  in  tbe  extent  at  pnatf 

•*  Raolttd,  That,  from  and  after  Oe  firat  oay  rf 
Norember  neit,  all  oommeicial  hrtereoorae  birtwca 
the  citinai  of  tbe  United  Statoa  and  the  enbJKMtf 
the  King  <J  Great  Bri^n,  or  tbe  otixana  or  luliiir* 
of  any  oUiernation,  ao  Ear  aa  the  (aine  ™a|ia<*i  •rtid" 
of  the  growth  camiatmfaetraeef  QraatBatainerbt- 
Und  ihall  b«  prohibited  :" 

And  then  tbe  main  qoesdoo  bring  pot,  that 
thia  Honaa  doth  agree  to  the  awd  reac^BtiMi,  ■ 
amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the  afGnnaxiT*— 
yeas  S8,  nays  S8,  aa  foDowa : 

Teas.— James  Aimrtrengv  Theodonis  BaSay,  ASaa- 
ham  Baldwin,  John  Beat^,  Thonai  Blmmt.  Tb  — 
P.  Caniea,  Gabriel  Chjiatie,  Tbcmaa  CbubniiB,  Alia- 
bam  (3aA,  laaao  Colaa,  WflUam  J.  Dkwna,  Beeay 
DeaiboiD,  GMrge  Dent,  WilHaiii  FmdUy,  TIhkm 
Fitninuma,  WilUam  B.  Gika.  Jamea  (HDb^hb,  IOiAd- 
lu  Gilman,  Chrlrtopber  Gieonip,  Andrew  Gn^ 
Samuel  Griffin.  William  Bmtj  Grove,  Gtargt  Btm- 
cook,  Cartar  B.  Hairiaon,  Thomas  Hardey,  Jtb 
Heath,  John  Hunter,  WiUiam  Irvine,  Maldiaw 
Locke,  WiUiam  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Macao,  J^Ma 
Uttdieon,  Joseph  McDowell,  Aleiandor  HebuK,  KB- 
liam  MootgomBry,  Andrew  Moore,  'Williwn  Ta« 
Murray,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthony  New.  John  Kid^ 
Us,  Alaiaader  D,  On,  John  Page,  Josah  Park- 
er Andrew  Kokena,  Frandi  Frerton,  Robert  Bi^ 
erford,  Thomae  Soott,  John  S.  Sherbnine,  JtiafSmi- 
lie,  Iffsel  Smith,  Swnnel  Snuth,  Thomas  Sfnff, 
Thamaa  Tredwell,  Abraham  Veaable,  Frani 
Walker,    Bei^amin   Williami,    Uchard  Wiob,  aad 


Niva— Jlaher  Ama,  Eliaa  Bootoiot,  S  . 
Bonnie,  Benjamin  Botinie,  Lambert  CBdwBladcr,  I^ 
vid  Cobb,  FelegCoSn,  Josbaa  C<dt,  Samoel  Dexto, 
Uriah  Forreet,  Dwight  FoMar,  Eiakiel  GUber^  Hera? 
Glenn,  Benjamin  Goodhne,  James  Gordon,  Damd 
Heiater,  James  Hillhouse,  William  HinHman,  Job 
Wilke*  Kittera,  Henry  L»timer,  Amasa  Leamaj, 
KchardBland  Leo,  Francis  Malbone,  Tbeodon  Se^J- 
wick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  WiUiara  Smith,  ZephaiM 
Swift,  Silaa  Talbot,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah  TTacy, 
Jonathan  TrumbiUl,  John  E.  Van  Alien,  Pater  V« 
Gaaabeok,  Pelsg  Wadiworth,  Jeremiah  Wadswiatfe, 
Artamas  Ward,  Jidm  Watti,  and  Pvne  Wu^Ua. 

UoBDAT,  A^ffilSS. 

ALKZAitDBR  Gnios,  fWim  Sonth  Carolina,  i^ 

peared,  produced  his  ci«deittial8,and  to<A  hiaseat 

Mo7iDi.T,  May  13. 
TheBmibarffo. 
On  a  motion  made  and  seconded,  that  tha 
Honse  do  oome  to  the  following  resolatiiHi : 

•'Jtfolnd,  ft»  Ma  Som*  <wd  Seiat  of  Af  i  arta 
twcf  of  Me  PaitoJ  Stalm  of  ^■Krvs  m  (ba^nM^ 
mMd,  That  tbe  preient  linhargo  b«  continued,  vA 
every  isolation  thernn  sball  be  in  fall  bioe  aW 
the  twentieth  day  of  June  next  i  " 

Mr.  pAKKBS  observed,  that,  altbongh  he  ww 
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much  in  &Tor  of  the  Embargo  when  itwuSrst 
aDact«d,  yet,  at  the  present  time,  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  oontinne  iL 

At  that  time,  a  Hjgtem  was  formed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  for  carrying  ioto  effect 
ineaBiires  that  might  connteract  the  ne&rioos 
ptactices  of  the  British  Government  on  onr 
oommerce;  that  the  fiist  object  whioh  pre- 
•ent«d  itself  to  him  was  to  la;  an  embai^  in 
order  that  the  large  fieetsandarmiee  of  theBri- 
tiah-in  the  West  Indies,  who  were  there  on  a 
design  to  conqner  the  islands  of  onr  friends,  and 
bad  oommitted  robberies  on  neutral  property, 
that  would  disgrace  a  banditti  of  pirates ;  and, 
in  order  that  they  shoald  be  deprived  of  the 
mpplies  which  they  might  require,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  the  farther  capture  of  our  vessels,  and 
treating  tbe  American  flag  and  citizena  with  in- 
mlt  and  cnielty,  I  thought  that  would  be  the 
ttepfung-stone  to  other  meanires  whioh  were 
XMicerted  to  oppose  the  insults  of  our  enemiea, 
tod  doing  Justice  to  our  citizens,  whose  pro- 
lert^  bad  been  robbed  and  persons  abused  ' 
British  armed  veasels;  that  this  was  to  be  f 
owed  by  a  bill  which  had  po^d  the  House 
)f  Representatives  by  a  great  majority  for 
creaking  off  all  commerce  with  Great  Brit^ 
Lfter  November  neit,  and  this  was  to  be  fol- 
owod  by  an  arreatation  of  British  property,  to 
'eimbnrse  our  citizena  for  the  loasea  we  had 
nstained;  that,  as  the  second  measure  was  re- 
eoted  by  the  voice  of  the  Viob  Pbkbipkht  in 
)enat«t  which  had  broken  the  ch^n ;  and,  as 
he  PKBBiDim  had  tropointad  a  pacific  Envoy 
Sxtraordinary  to  the  British  Oonrt,  and  as  the 
leets  and  armies  of  the  British  in  the  West 
Indies,  under  Bir  John  Jervis  and  Sir  Oharles 
3rey,  had  captured  most  of  the  French  islands, 
le  tboogbt  it  would  be  improper  to  continue 
he  Embargo,  the  more  so  as  the  PssaioaNT, 
n  slipping  in  and  arresting  the  progreee  of  the 
wpreeentativea,  no  doubt,  with  a  certain  hope 
>f  the  ooDtinuance  of  peace,  and  being  ree^on- 
ible  therefbr,  he  deemed  it  beat  not  to  interfere, 
iDd  to  give  up  every  Airlher  prospect  of  hoe- 
iUtv,  ontil  the  event  of  the  muaion  to  Britadn 
hall  ba  known. 

Another  reason  that  operated  very  fbroibly 
rith  him,  wSa,  that  onr  French  friends  were 
Quch  in  want  of  provisions ;  and,  as  there  was 
\0  prospect  of  dtscriminations  In  their  &vor, 
rhicli  ha  liad  wished  for,  be  should  give  it  as 
lis  opinion,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  con- 
inne  tbe  i^bargo  after  the  26th  icutanL 

From  the  commencement  of  the  administra- 
ion  of  this  Government,  certain  gentlemen, 
ndpnrticiilarly  those  of  the  Eastern  States,  had 
«en  charged  with  regnlatiDg  their  political  con- 
Dct  by  local  conffideraUons.  They  had  disre- 
■rded  the  interest  of  every  part  of  the  United 
tates,  bnt  the  partjonlar  districts  of  country 
rom  which  the;  oani&  Tbe  charge  waa  now 
srersed  i  those  districts  have  suffered  infinitely 
ejMid  th«ar  neighbors,  by  the  eflbota  of  those 
Mooarea  of  whidi  we  complain ;  and,  notwith- 
tanding  all  this,  the  Beprcsentativea  of  those 


districta  have  all  at.  onoe  bo  totally  changedi 
have  become  ao  tame,  so  torpid,  as  to  be  re- 
gardless of  the  interests  and  sufferings  of  their 
immediate  constituents.  Nor  (said  he)  is  this 
all;  our  kind  Southern  brethren  have^  from 
pure  disinterested  benevolence  and  with  a  moat 
acQte  sensibility,  determined  to  procure  for  our 
constitnents  that  redress  to  wbidi  we  are  Indif- 

It  bad  been  sud,  that  the  gentlemen  who 
were  in  favor  of  indemniflcation  had  opposed 
every  measure  of  ener^.  They  had,  indeed, 
opp<Med  certain  measures  to  which  they  would 
give  a  very  different  appellation.  They  had  not 
only  favored,  bnt  had  been  the  authors  of  every 
measure  of  respectable  efficiency,  as  well  in  re- 
spect to  force,  as  the  means  of  defraying  the  ex- 
penses which  onr  aitnation  had  rendered  it  n». 
ceaaary  should  be  incurred.  He  need  not  say 
who  had  opposed  those  measares. 

Ur.  Fttzshions  hoped  that  the  Honse  wonid 
not  agree  to  the  resolntjon.  He  stated  the  nn- 
merous  inconveniences  which  had  arisen  from 
the  measure  already.  The  system  of  British 
conduct  was  now  altered.  There  were  at  pre- 
sent many  ships  detuned  in  the  harbors  of  the 
United  Statea,  that  were  clenred  out  before  the 
Embargo  was  laid.  Their  detention,  as  far  aa 
he  ooiDd  learn,  was  contrary  to  the  common 
practice  of  nations,  in  cases  of  that  nature. 

Ifr.  W.  Shtih  said,  that  the  reason  why  the 
Emba^o  had  been  Mi  on  was,  tbe  piracies  of 
Briton.  The  second  orders  of  the  Bth  of  Jan- 
nary  last  had  produced  no  alteration  for  the 
better  in  the  conduct  of  her  privateers,  "We 
had  yet  heard  nothing  from  the  agents  de- 
spatched to  the  West  Indies;  and  we  ongh  tnot 
to  revoke  the  Embargo  till  some  change  of  sys- 
tem, on  the  part  of  Britain,  should  warrant  the 
measare;  we  knew  nothing  abont  the  actual 
state  of  matters  in  the  West  Indiea.  The  news- 
papers were  filled  with  stories  of  releasing  Amer- 
ican veHsela  in  one  island,  and  of  capturing 
them  in  another.  One  captain  had  come  to 
this  port^  and  told  a  story  to  the  editor  of  a 
newspaper.  He  then  went  to  another  publisher 
of  a  paper,  and  told  a  story  quitt  opptmtB/ 
The  Honse  could  make  nothing  of  such  a  far- 
rago— snob  a  Jnmble  of  contradictory  reports. 
Tbe  public  sentiment  was  against  taking  off  tbe 
Embargo, 

Mr.  WiDBWOMH  was  against  the  motion.  It 
had  been  said  that  American  ships  did  not  ar- 
fnia  the  Weet  Indies.  They  did  arrive  in 
t  numbers,  and  as  qniokty  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. From  this  he  inferred  that  the  ravages 
of  British  privateers  bad,  in  a  great  meaaore, 
ceased.  Insurance  at  present  is  not  higher  than 
ten  per  cent.  A  million  of  bushels  of  salt  wiU 
be  wanted  this  season  in  the  American  Statea; 
and  they  vnll  be  a  million  of  dollars  dearer,  if 
the  Embargo  is  kept  on,  than  if  it  is  taken  off. 
Ur,  W.  e^d,  that  he  had  got  home  all  his  imr 
portatdons  for  this  year.  He  had  notUng,  there- 
fore, to  apprehend  on  his  own  acoonnt,  from  the 
oontiutianoe  of  the  Embargo,    It  was  his  firm 
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opiDion,  tai  he  ooold  deelara  it  open  bis  honor 
to  be  80,  that,  if  the  Embano  coDtinaed,  tbe 
valne  of  his  own  imports  would  rise  one  bnndred 
per  cent.  He  believed  that  salt  would  rise  to 
three  dollars  a  bushel. 

Hr.  NiOHOLia  had  approved  of  the  Embarwo 
when  impoeed;  and  be  now  hoped  that  it  would 
be  repealed  b;  aa  great  amajontf  aa  that  which 
Toted  for  laTiog  it  on. 

Ur.  GiLaa  recommended  ft  diacoiitiiiiunoe  of 
tbeEmbugo.  Thegentlemaii  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina had  n^ed  the  pablio  aendmant  aa  a  reason 
for  keeping  it  on.  He  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
pnblio  sentiment  waa  an  argnment  in  that  House 
for  the  adoption  of  measorea ;  and  he  waa  par- 
ticnlarlj  highly  pleased  thai  tiiia  req>eot  for  the 
public  sentimeDt  had  now  oome  from  the  unarter 
from  which  it  waa  at  pr«aent  anuonnced.  He 
hinted  that  the  gentleman  (Ur.  W.  Smtth)  bad 
not  always  paid  an  eqnal  deference  to  public 
aeutiment.  He  waa  for  the  Embargo  l>eing 
taken  off,  beOKUse  he  understood  that  France 
woold  stmer  conaidera'bl}'  by  its  continnance; 
l)ecaiise  it  would  materiall  j  affect  the  American 
farmers ;  and  tiecaose,  aa  the  danger  was  now 
more  fnllj  known,  merchants  would  beware  of 
the  danger,  and  provide  more  or  lets  for  their 
individual  secnrity.  Farmers  in  the  United 
States  had  entered  into  oontraots  of  various 
kinds.  For  the  discbarge  of  theee,  they  de- 
pended on  the  sale  of  their  cropa.  He  was  ori- 
ginally for  the  measure,  which  had  answered 
many  good  pnrposea,  by  preventing  American 
veeaela  &om  falling  into  the  hands  of  British 
privateers.  He  woslikewise  for  it,  as  connected 
with  a  system  of  other  meaaoree.  [Mr.  G. 
alluded  to  theseqnestration  of  British  property, 
&a.]  These  meaaoree  had  been  laid  aside ;  and 
therefore,  he  wonid  now  likewise  be  for  laying 
this  aside. 

Mr.  Datton  aind,  that  he  had  been  in  &vor 
of  laving  the  Embargo,  both  in  the  first  month 
and  m  the  second  month  of  ita  continoance ; 
but  he  should  now  be  opposed  to  the  proposition 
on  the  table,  and  against  extending  the  Embargo 
beyond  the  25th  of  this  month,  when  the  pres- 
ent one  would  expire.  Ho  wonld  not  be  nnder- 
etood  to  found  any  part  of  hia  condoct  upon  a 
belief  that  there  waa  a  retoming  aenae  of  juatioe 
in  the  Government  of  Great  Britun,  or  that 
there  bad  been  any  material  change  in  the  pre- 
datory system.  He  lamented  that  any  of  tlioae 
who  were  on  the  same  side  should  have  enter- 
tained such  a  belief^  and  eapecially  that  they 
should  have  mentioned  it  as  an  argument  agdnat 
the  motion.  Where,  he  asked,  was  the  proof 
that  the  instractions  gf  the  8th  of  January  had 
effected  a  change  favorable  to  this  country  In 
the  conduct  of  that  nation  I  If  there  was  saoh 
a  change,  as  some  gentlemen  asserted,  where 
were  the  two  or  three  hundred  American  vessels 
ttiat  have  been  captured  and  carried  into  tbe 
British  West  India  Ishuidst  If  we  look  for 
tbem  ia  our  porta  thev  are  not  to  be  found.  It 
is  true,  that  now  and  tnen  a  solitary  vessel  enters 
into  onr  harlmrs,  eacaped  from  British  depreda- 


tion; but  yon  would  hear  the  seamen  irinr 
rived  felidtadng  one  another  almost  h  nmdi 
if  tbe^  bad  eac^ied  from  tbe  dutches  djax 
He  aaid  that  those  instraotiona  mi^t  miktiiB 
more  complacent  highwaymen,  but  hHI  ih 
wonld  be  nighwaymen.  They  migbt  ynaa 
a  little  more  of  the  solemn  mockery  of  jaU 
process;  they  might  be  a  little  more  obMW 
of  fbrltiB ;  bnt  they  had  unce  continind,  tt 
would  proiiahly  ccntinne  to  rob  ns.  Et » 
tioned  tlioee  tUngs  lo  show  that  tbtre  ir 
other  considerations  which  infloeiKed  ba 
These  were,  tliat  an  embargo  wonid  of»* 
hereafter  most  mifsvorably  for  oanelit^  i* 
ticolarlj  onr  farmers,  and  for  our  aDie^  ^ 
French.  Produce,  be  aaid,  would  cerooh 
&11  mncb  lower,  if  we  continiied  tb«  Enimp 
longer  than  the  SStb.  Our&nneisaadphi« 
depend  npon  the  sale  of  that  prodiw  U  p^ 
their  debta,  or  to  pnrchase  neoewari«s  Sxii 
families ;  and  the  resolution  on  the  table  xi^ 
operato  doubly  hard  for  them,  not  only  in  lo«r 
ing  the  value  of  the  product  of  their  finn  U 
by  increasing  the  price  of  every  forei|ii  irtii 
which  they  would  need  to  porebase  ftwn  ^ 
merchants.  The  injory  whicn  its  (urtl«r(e«* 
nance  would  occasion  to  onr  allies,  the  Fnai 
Iiad  great  weight  with  him  in  oppoaiDgft  * 
conld  not  be  denied,  that  France  was  much  lo-a 
dependent  npon  this  country  formpphesirfpj* 
visions,  in  her  preaent  arduous  aung^  ''l' 
any  other  nation,  or  than  all  otbera ;  mi)  1«  * 
ferred  irom  thenoo,  that  there  oonld  not  h » 
dispodtion  in  that  House  to  extend  a  prrfutil"" 
which  should  add  to  the  Bufferings  (tfthcMfU 
are  fighting  in  the  cause  of  libwty  sgiiM* 
moat  powwfu]  combination  that  waaeTerfa"* 
to  crash  it  -      j  a. 

Mr.  Dbxtks  was  likewise  for  taUng  "■  * 
Embargo.  It  was  become  pretty  eTidenti"* 
tbe  United  States  are  not  ir  ' ■"■ 


Embargo  till  we  ci ., 

might  require  sii  montba.  Fannen  "Sm  ' 
much  by  the  present  reatrMnt  npon  wouiiffM* 
they  woold  suffer  by  war.  - 

Mr.  Olabk  was  for  letting  tbe  Emta^  » 
of  itselE  Ho  did  not  think  it  qniW  ta  <■ 
gentlemen  all  to  speak  npon  on*  side  «  »  q"* 
tion.  There  was  another  embargo  that  Juj" 
wished  to  tee  taken  off  aa  soon  as  it  o"^ 
done  with  propriety.  Webavabeeo  oot"^ 
in  this  House,  said  ho,  for  fflimonIh9,«w''" 
persist  in  this  habit  of  makingflnospe«''*'E 
every  occasion,  it  will  be  a  long  timeUfortlW 
second  Eml>argo  can  be  taken  off.  ^,, 

Mr.  GiLLON  desired  that  the  ""tW  ^ 
have  a  full  discuBion.  He  and  hi«  mW?" 
from  Charleston  supported  the  motion  lij  «" 
of  their  constitneotfl,  ,j„ 

Mr.  HoxTKX  then  laid  on  the  table  tj^ 
subscribed  by  forty-mght  of  the  mercuMJ^ 
other  citizens  of  CharTeston,  who  hiJ  «^ 
by  the  piracies  of  Britain,  with  a  hsC  of  OB  *g 
thos  taken,  and  an  estimate  of  their  ™«- 
tetter  waa  read  by  the  OleA.  . 
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Hr.  GiLLOH  then  proceeded  to  moke  a  vuiety 
if  reiouks  in  sapport  of  the  motion  before  the 
louM.  He  Kpologized,  if  aaj  part  of  what  he 
lad  to  BAj,  ahoold  Mem  a  digression,  as  the  snb- 
«ct  was  of  M  great  an  extent.  Ur.  G.  said,  that 
le  remember^  in  that  Aaeemblr,  in  1777,  thej 
lad  Qsed  to  flatter  tbemselvee,  ttiat  the  Eaatern 
ttates would bnildHbips, and  theBoathern  woold 
npplj  them  with  eargoea ;  and  they  would  mn- 
Quly  Bopport  the  interest  of  each  other.  He 
cgrettedtbat  this  cordiality  was  not,  on  the 
rr«aent  ocoawon,  so  ardent  as  could  have  been 
riflhed.  Aa  to  Britain  relaiing  her  ontrages  in 
he  Weat  Indies,  the  sole  olgect  of  that  nation 
I  gain,  no  matter  b;  what  means  it  conld  be 
btaiaed.  Hr.  6.,  to  show  the  infamj  of  Britain 
a  its  proper  light,  quoted  soma  pasaagee  &«m 
be  letter  of  a  captain  in  the  West  Indies,  who 
lad  reoeired  the  most  unproToked  and  the  most 
twrible  treatment  fromuieee  niisoroantB. 

Hr.  G.  hoped  that  the  Embargo  would  oontd- 
loe  fbr  a  longer  period  than  to  the  25th  of  Jnne, 
be  term  apecifledin  the  resolation.  Eerecom- 
■tended  that  the  Honse  should  o^oum  bat  for 
>  short  time,  and  continne  the  restriction  till 
hey  sat  again.  It  had  been  aaid,  that  this  step 
vonld  injure  om  allies ;  that  the  price  of  im- 
lorts  woald  rise,  while  that  of  eiporta  would 
an.  He  would  be  one  of  the  last  men  willing 
o  distress  onr  allies.  He  hoped  that  the  Em- 
laip^migbtbereetrioted,  Boaa  to  let  the  French 
mport  from  this  country  whatever  they  wanted 
D  American  bottoms.  This  woold  promote  onr 
ommerce,  if  gentleroea  acqaainteil  with  tliat 
lodnesa  considered  the  measure  as  practicable, 
teverting  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  WiJMWOBTH, 
fr.  G.  dbeerred,  that  salt  is  at  present  only 
Ivee  shillings  and  mxpenoe  or  four  shillings  a 
nahel  in  Charleston.  The  price  has  &Ilen 
hiotj  and  it  has  not  even  risen  at  Philadelphia. 
I«  did  not  see  much  dangerof  a  rise  in  the  price 
f  fbrdgn  articles  here ;  merchant  ships  carae  at 
ireaent .  frequently  to  this  country.  They  en- 
wnrage  one  another,  as  sore  of  ahigb  market; 
md  as  to  the  Embai^,  they,  say  that  it  cannot 
lold  long.  If  the  British  depredations  bare 
leased,  it  certainly  is  not  owing  to  any  change 
i  principle  in  them.  But  our  ships  are  kept 
afe  at  home  in  onr  harbors;  their  British  system 
hangee  with  the  course  of  events  in  Europe. 


that  ,      „ 

^  onan  embargo,  without 
i^inry  to  the  fkrmers.  If  tlua  could  not  be  done, 
t  must  be  taken  off. 

Mr.  Mtibsat  hoped  that  the  resolntion  would 
lot  Bucoeed.  Indeed  he  thought,  that  a  total 
efusal  of  its  terms  wonld  condst  of  our  true 
■olicy.  He  said,  he  was  among  those  who  sup- 
lorted  the  first  unsnecessfHil  vote  for  an  em- 
largo,  and  had  in  each  following  vote  been  for 
L  There  were  two  reasons  that  had  led  him 
o  tbink  the  Embargo  a  good  measure,  when  it 
raa  laid,  and  continued :  the  risk  the  American 
nde  and  seamen  were  exposed  to  from  that  in- 


famous course  of  depredation  which  followed 
the  Order  of  the  6th  of  November,  and  the  evi- 
dence that  flowed  from  that  order  of  an  inten- 
tion to  involve  this  oountry  in  war.  The 
depredation  on  our  trade  had  been  Immensa; 
and  the  Embargo  was  not  only  defenuble  as  ft 
good  cautionary  measure,  to  aeoure  the  seamen 
and  veffiels  of  &is  oountry  from  violence,  but  by 
shutting  out  our  veseels  from  the  of^rtnni^  of 
being  longer  exposed  to  British  depredatioo,  tlie 
occasions  would  be  diminiahed  that  woold  bring 
up  the  irksome  question,  how  &r  QoTumment 
is  bound  to  iudemntfy  citieens  for  losses  eistuned 
under  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  t  The 
same  act  under  which  the  depredations  had 
been  committed,  manifested  a  spirit  of  hoatililf 
that  betrayed  the  probability  of  war.  He  had 
believed  when  he  voted  for  the  Embai^,  that 
there  was  something  of  system  in  the  Novemtier 
6th  Order.  He  toonght  that  order  was  the 
first  movement  of  a  s^tem  of  hostile  operations, 
which  some  int«rmeaiate  events  had  set  aside: 
of  this,  the  Order  of  the  8th  January,  and  the 
subsequent  dismissaljDf  the  captnred  veasels.  was 
evidenced.  If  the  depredations  have  oMsed,  and 
the  vessels  captured  have  bden  released,  and  if 
the  probability  of  war  be  dimioished,  the  lead- 
ing motives  that  jnstiSed  so  strong  a  measure 
had  ceased  to  operate.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  vewela  that  have  been  taken  have  been  re- 
leased :  the  daily  arrivals  in  varions  parts  of  the 
Union  prove  this.  Had  the  chance  of  war  con- 
tinned  m  full  force,  the  continuance  of  the  £m- 
boi^o,  as  is  deagned  by  this  resolution,  though 
it  stood  on  a  prodigious  socrifloe  of  present  tn- 
tereet,  would  have  t>een  not  only  defenuble,  bnt 
perhaps  esaentiaL  It  would  not  only  prove  ne- 
gatively a  benefit  in  the  preservation  of  ottr 
shipping  and  seamen,  but  would  operate,  in  the 
most  sensible  manner,  as  a  withdrawal  of  sup- 
plies from  the  power  with  whom  hostilities 
might  be  expected.  This  greatsaoriflce  topDli<!y 
he  oonld  not  now  believe  to  be  necessary  longer 
than  the  term  assigned  by  law^tbe  26th  of  Voa 
month. 

le  reason  why  he  bad  voted  for  the  condnn- 
of  the  Embargo,  though  we  had  received 
intelligence  of  the  revocation  of  the  obnoxioua 
and  shameful  Order  of  6th  November,  was,  be- 
cause he  had  lost  all  ocnGdence  in  the  jostioe  or 
wisdom  of  those  who  issued  it ;  as  he  thon^t 
the  first  uiuust  by  premeditaGon,  he  had  sus- 
pected the  last  as  insidious;  however,  this  we 
know,  that  they  have  released  our  vessels.  So 
very  eitentdve  was  the  infinence  of  embargoed 
iu  Uiis  country,  that  nothing  but  dire  neceasity 
conld  Justify  them ;  a  country  with  small  capital 
and  yet  of  immense  export,  and  a  great  put  of 
that  export  of  a  quality  that  could  not  endure 
the  summer's  heat  In  such  a  moment  aa  the 
present,  where  evidence  of  the  opiniona  of  the 
public  was  so  contradictory,  he  would  end^avc^ 
to  do  what  qipeared  to  be  the  broad  and  gen- 
eral interest  There  was,  he  believed,  a  field 
open  to  speonlation  by  the  doubt  entertained  of 
this  day'a  deduou :  a  variety  of  opposite  inter- 
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mU  of  oootae  wia  thus  crested,  and  opinion*  and 
wiibes  might  be  ezp««t«d  out  of  doon  frum  the 
difforant  newB  of  8«If-iDtereBt  Those  who  had 
to  pnrchaM  grain,  for  instanoa,  oaloolating  on 
the  almost  oertam  t^rminatioii  of  the  Embargo 
■ome  lime  thU  sammer,  and  foreMeing  great 
prioM  in  fbreign  marketi,  might,  If  thej*  were 
MtoMed  b;  seUflh  principles,  wish  to  see  this 
resolntion  anooeed.  As  the  aspect  of  a&irs  had 
certain!;  eonuderabl;  altered,  and  Qie  reasons 
that  led  to  the  Embargo  had  bo  diminiBhed  aa  no 
longer  to  warrant  either  a  dread  of  the  capture 
of  oar  Twseli  or  the  apprehension  of  war,  (at 
least  epeedil)',)  be  hoped  the  Teaolation  woold 
fhil  of  iDcoeHL 

Hr.  BouDiKOT  asked  what  asumnoe  wa  have 
that  Britain  will  not  play  the  asme  game  over 
again  that  she  has  done  alread  j  t  Does  not  that 
new  order  prohibit,  as  maoh  aa  ever,  American 
Teasels  trom  cturying  provisions  to  the  West 
India  Mands  I  As  to  the  Repabba  of  France, 
he  could  make  great  allowances  for  tbeir  utua- 
tioD ;  bnt,  after  all,  what  apologj  oonld  there  be 
made  for  the  starring  of  American  sailors  in 
Frenoh  harbors  I  Is  this  proper!  The«e  men, 
•a  Mr.  B.  had  been  well  informed,  were  at  this 
moment  actnalij  starving,  and  in  want  of  the 
common  neoeeaariea  of  life.  If  the  Embargo  is 
taken  off,  this  must  be  done  npon  the  prindple 
that  it  onght  never  to  have  been  laid  on.  We 
must  expect,  that  if  oar  ships  go  back  agun  to 
the  Vest  Indiea,  they  will  be  taken  aa  fbrmerlj. 
He  conld  wish  to  stand  by  the  measure,  since  it 
had  onoe  been  adopted,  and  let  the  West  Indies 
see  that  we  con  starve  them  ont;  let  them  see 
that  we  can  make  them  fed  the  efiects  of  odt 
messorea.  He  did  not  wish  to  continne  the  Em- 
bargo one  moment  longer  than  pnblio  neoesNty 
reqnirea ;  but  to  have  made  the  merchants  and 
fknners  snfibr  as  they  have  done  for  two  months, 
and  then  to  have  the  businegs  end  in  nothing, 
waa  rather  vexatious. 

Mr.  W.  SmTH  defended  his  reaolntion.  It  had 
been  alleged,  that  emigrants  wanting  to  get  back 
to  the  West  Indies,  were  prevented  by  tiiia  Em- 
bargo. Qovemment  had  provided  for  that. 
The  point,  it  is  said,  has  been  determined,  that 
the  West  Indies  depend  on  America  for  embmst- 
onoe.  He  asserted,  on  the  contrary,  that  this 
point  was  not  determined;  and  this  revoca- 
tion will  prove  to  the  worl^  that  we  are  as  eager 
to  sell,  as  they  are  to  buy.  He  hoped  that  there 
was  a  ipirit  in  this  couitry  to  stand  the  conse- 
^oencesof  the  measures.  He  next  replied  to  the 
ironical  applause  bestowed  upon  him  in  a  former 
part  of  tnw  debate,  by  Mr.  Gilss,  for  his  re- 
cently assumed  respect  to  the  pnl>lio  sentiment. 
He  B^d  that  it  is  often  very  difficult  to  say  what 
pnblio  eentimeut  is.  The  member  himself  hod 
often  opposed  the  pnblio  sentiment :  be  had  op- 
posed tne  arming  of  frigates,  and  yet  that  was 
sorely  a  popular  measure.  At  the  same  time, 
he  hoped  that  no  member  would  vote  for  a 
measare  that  his  Judgment  condemns,  becaose 
it  is  swd  to  be  a  popu^  one ;  aa  this  wonld  re- 
dnoe  him  to  a  mere  pappet — a  machine.    It  had 
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been  s^d,  that  this  Embargo  Bhonld  be  t^a 
off  on  aooonnt  of  France ;  but  oar  veaaeb,  Kite 
obstaote  is  removed,  will  not  go  to  France:  A? 
will  go  to  the  West  Indiaa,  where  they  eaa  pS 
thirty  dollars  a  barrel  for  their  Sour,  whidi  is 
cannot  get  in  France. 

Mr.  8.  neit  adverted  to  the  other  Ijnhs^ 
npon  the  members  of  the  Hooaa,  referred  toh 
Mr.  Olabz.  He  hoped  that  pablio  boaua 
would  not  be  treated  with  levity,  and  thai  &t; 
would  rise,  when  they  found  it  oonTeaueiit;te 
if  the  gentleman  was  ao  very  impstient  to  ^ 
home,  he  conld  be  very  well  spared  by  the  Bam. 

Mr.  Ci.aRX  rose,  and  said  a  few  wtwds  in  rob. 

Mr.  GtLU  wproved  ot  the  idea  of  Mr.  Gs- 
LOK,  as  to  the  limiting  the  Embargo  to  the  i^ 
ing  of  Teasels  for  the  West  Indies :  and  a  ns>- 
Intion  to  thb  effect  was  laid  by  the  member  ca 
the  table.  Mr.  Q.  thonght  this  a  proper  di» 
crimination,  and,  if  it  ooud  be  efiected,  th«  Bit 
ground  that  the  Honse  onf^t  to  t«lce.  isV 
what  the  farmers  of  America  had  soffered  bf 
theErabargo,  Mr.  O.  believed  that  there  was  Bit 
a  nngle  planter  in  the  district  wluch  he  rapn- 
sented,  who  wonld  not  rather  bnm  his  wbiA 
and  dance  round  the  tranlire,  than  e^  it  to  tkt 
West  Indies  to  feed  the  British  army.  He  woald 
have  brought  forward  a  motion  i^  tlus  oatm 
sooner,  but  he  had  not  thonght  that  it  vcxH 
suooeed,  nor  did  he  think  yet  that  it  woold.  it 
would,  however,  show  his  sentiraeota,  and  ht 
hoped  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina,  (Mt 
W.  Smith,)  if  he  was  anxlons  to  siq^ort  his  repu- 
tation for  consistency,  wonld  give  his  rote  fat 
the  resolntion. 

And  then  the  midn  Question  bdng  taken,  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  tne  sud  reeolntiiwi,  it  pos- 
ed in  the  negative— yeas  18,  nays  ?3,  as  ftdbm: 

Tkas.— JdiD  B«atty,  Elin  Boodisot,  Lmbot 
Cadwala^,  Qeorgo  Dent,  AleEsndir  GiQoa,  Bags- 
miu  Ooadhne,  Joim  Hunter,  Fnncis  HalboDo,  Jtaafk 
Merille,  John  P&ge,  WiUiun  Smidi,  ArMmu  Wsi^ 
and  Riohani  Wina. 

Nlra— Usher  Amei,  Thwidonia  Bailey,  Atealm 
Baldwin,  Tbomat  Bloont,  Bwyaioio  Bnvnu,  Thoaui 
P.  CimM,  Gabriel  ChrbtW,  Tbomu  Glaibome,  Aba- 
huQ  Clark,  Dsrid  Cobb,  Pel^  Coffio,  JtMhoa  Cot, 
Iwao  Colu,  William  J.  Damon,  Jowtluui  Dajto, 
Heniy  DeartKnn,  Samael  Dexter,  Willum  Hndkj, 
Thomas  Fituimani,  Dwight  Foster^Eaekiel  Gilba^ 
Williun  B.  Gilis,  Jamel  GiUe^na,  Nicholas  GiliBa^ 
Henry  Glenn,  Junei  Gordon,  Chrittophor  Greeny 
Aadmir  Gregg,  Samael  Griffin,  William  Bany  Gfm, 
Qtolge  HuuiMk,  Daiud  Saister,  James  Tiani^-», 
WiUiun  Hindmaa,  AniaM  LeariMd,  Bidbaid  Blaad 
Lee,  Matthew  Lodre,  WiUiam  Lymao,  NsOwM 
Macon,  June*  Madiion,  Joaeph  Hcltawdl,  Alexutdo' 
Mebute,  Williun  Hootgomeiy,  Andrew  Uooif^  Pettr 
Muhlenberg,  William  Vaiu  Moira;,  Anthooy  S«w, 
John  Kicholas,  Alexander  D.  Oir,  JoaUh  Pukei, 
Aadrew  Fickent,  Fraadg  Praatoo,  TbiHDaa  Scnt^ 
Theodore  Sedgwiclc,  John  S-  Sherbome,  Jolui  Saulie, 
laroal  Smith,  Zephuiiftb  Swift,  Silu  Talbot,  George 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Thomu  Tredaell,  Jouitbu 
Trumbnll,  John  E.  Vaa  Allen,  Philip  Van  Coitlsodl, 
Peter  Van  Guabcck,  Abraham  Tenable,  Pel^  Wad*- 
WOTtb,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Francis  Walker,  John 
WatU,  Beqjamiii  WJUuni,  and  Joaifih  WinMcs. 
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Tbubsp^t,  Hay  16. 
ladtmnityjbr  SpoliaMojt*. 
Mr.  QooDBux  moved  the  ftiUowing  reaola- 
tion: 

"  Wbareu  it  u  a  primarj  obJMt  in  the  Mtabluh- 
mont  of  CItQ  GoTCmmeiit,  to  protect  tha  pcraoni  kad 
projisTtj  of  iti  cltiieiu  from  the  Tiolence  of  aktioiK 
aa  well  u  Indiridiuli ;  mud  irbereu  Dun;  of  tlie  citi- 
aens  at  Qm  United  Slates  hxre  roOarod  great  loeasa, 
hj  ■poliatioa  mmda  od  th^  oommeice,  ander  llu 
■Dtbori^  of  Gnat  Britain,  in  Tiala&m  of  Ibe  la*  of 
natkmi  and  tha  ri^U  of  uentnlitf , 

of  Ou  UmM  StaJa  t^AToerica  m  Cta^v  aittmUid, 
*rhat  tlie  United  Statai  will  ipiaruitefl  an  iiid«unifi<M- 
tion  to  all  ncli  ddiCDs  of  Uio  United  Statei,  wboie 
pmpertr  tnaj  hava  bean  captond  and  oonfiacated, 
andei  Uia  antborit;  of  Oroal  Britain,  in  violation  of 
the  lair  of  nationi,  and  the  righti  of  ueatralitf . 

Mr.  OooDBDB  moved  that  the  reeolntion 
might  be  referred  to  e  Ckimidittee  of  t^e  whole 
Honae,  vhich  was  seconded  bj  Ur.  Dbxtbb, 
It  was  then  moved,  by  way  of  amendinent  to 
the  motion,  by  Ur.  Datton,  to  add  these  words, 
"  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolotion,  for  the 
BeqneatraUon  of  British  debts: "  to  whioh  Ur. 
GoooHCB  objected,  beoaose,  he  isid,  the  rob- 
jecla  were  distinct  and  separate  in  their  natnre 
and  ought  not  to  be  combined.  His  reaolatioD 
-went  omy  to  establish  the  prindple  of  indemni- 
fication, by  goaranteeing  it  to  the  gnflerers, 
leaving  the  fund  from  whioh  it  ahoold  be  made 
(id  Daae  Great  Britain  ahonld  refase  to  do  us  ias- 
tice)  to  a  fhtnre  oondderation.  Tliat  whether 
Britiab  debta  were  seqiiestered  or  not,  he  said, 
the  Onited  States  were  boond  to  see  that  in- 
demnity was  made  to  the  merchants  whose 
Sroperty  had  been  kidnapped  in  a  eecret,  dan- 
eatine  manner,  while  poraaing  a  lawftU  trade, 
under  the  authority  of  this  Oovemment  and 
law  of  nations,  or  to  give  them  an  apportoitity 
of  indemnifying  themaelves  by  malting  repri- 
bbIs.  That  it  was  well  known  there  was  great 
oppodtion  to  the  seqaestration  of  British  debts, 
and  it  was  very  doubtTal  whether  snch  a  mea- 
jRire  wonld  ever  be  adopted ;  and  If  this  resola- 
tdon  was  to  be  referred  to  the  same  committee, 
and  become  connected  with  that,  he  ahonld 
very  mnoh  desp^r  of  over  gettjng  any  indemni- 
flcatlon.  That  British  debta  were  a  very  pre- 
oarions  and  uncertain  fbnd ;  and  the  idea  of 
ever  getting  indemnification  from  that  sonrce, 
woold  operate  as  a  delosion.  That  if  sequestra- 
tion, under  an^  circnmstanceo,  oould  be  proper, 
it  was  highly  improper  at  this  time,  when  an 
Envoy  Extraordinary  had  just  been  despatched 
to  Great  Britain;  and  more  so,  as  we  had  dia- 
eontinned  the  Embargo,  which  would  put  all 
onr  remaining  vessels  in  the  power  of  that  na- 
tion.  He  should,  therefore,  oonsider  an  agree- 
ment to  the  amendment  as  amounting  to  a 
determination  not  to  consider  the  suttject,  at 
least  for  the  present  session. 

In  support  of  the  amendment,  it  was  argued, 
that  the  two  subjects  had  an  intimate  oonneotioD 
with  each  other,  and  never  ought  to  be  aepa- 


rat«d ;  that  British  detits  and  British  {troperty 
were  the  natural  and  only  fhnds  tot  paying 
British  depredfttiona,  and  if  indemnity  was  not 
given  this  way,  it  ought  not  to  be  given  at  all; 
that,  as  it  was  probable  the  resolution  (or  se- 
questration would  lie  dormant  for  some  time^ 
it  was  beet  to  refer  this  to  the  same  committee^ 
that  they  might  sleep  t<wether.  The  ameiui- 
ment  was  eapported  by  MeBsrs.  Ltmait,  Nioa- 
OLU,  BwuE,  Deakbobn,  and  Uadiboit. 

Ur.  Dattoei  made  a  number  of  pointed  re- 
marks on  what  he  considered  as  the  total  Ai- 
tility  of  snch  a  resolution.  He  looked  on  tt  aa 
nothing  better  than  an  awkward  attempt  to 
gain  popularity.  Be  complained  bitteriy  of  the 
iiljuBtJce  of  bring^g  up  this  motion  alone;  be- 
cause when  he  voted  agunst  It,  it  might  be 
BurmlBed  that  he  was  un&vorable  to  the  redrMa 
of  the  injuries  of  a  certain  olasi  of  citizens.  He 
was  fbr  redresring  their  wronga,  and^Iie  had 
marked  out  to  the  House  the  o^y  eflbctnaj  war 
in  whioh  these  wrongs  shoidd  ever  be  redrwee^ 
viz:  the  sequestration  of  British  property.  Ha 
adverted  to  an  eipresrion  made  use  o^  some 
days  ago,  by  Ur.  Bedowioe,  who  had  called 
this  a  mad  project,  Ur.  D.  was  of  opini<»i  that 
the  madniap  might  with  propriety  be  transfer- 
red to  a  different  sitnation,  which  he  specuSed 
to  the  House.  He  said,  that  we  were  fii^queot- 
ly  told  of  the  jostioe  due  to  the  British  sulijeatB. 
Be  it  so.  But  was  there  no  justice  alfto  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States!  And  what 
Justice  could  there  be  in  attempting  to  mak« 
the  American  citixens  pay  for  depredatima 
committed  by  British  privateera,  when  we  had 
in  onr  hands  British  property  t  Were  we  not 
bound  to  take  aa  much  care  of  our  own  interest, 
as  of  that  of  other  people!  It  had  bean  said, 
that  as  a  negotiatitHi  was  to  oommenoe  under 
an  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  that  thia  mea- 
sure wonld  impede  its  success.  He  was,  on  die 
contrary,  confinoed  that  this  was  the  only  stAp 
that  could  be  likely  to  insnre  the  auooeaa  of  Ur. 
Jay's  mission.  It  would  teach  Britain  to  give 
op  her  infamous  oondnct.  It  would  Mmvert, 
in  thC'  literal  sense  of  the  word,  every  Rngliah 
manufacturing  honae,  that  had  debta  due  to  it 
in  this  country,  into  an  Amerioan  uegotiatw: 
and  they  would,  for  th^  own  aakes,  compel 
thetfOovernment  todojoatice  to  the  Ameriom 
merchants. 

Ur.  B.  scouted  the  idea  of  taxing  Amerioi^ 
to  pay  for  the  depredations  eommitted  in  the 
West  Indies.  Supposing,  what  every  gentleman 
in  the  Boose  knew  to  Im  impossible,  that  if 
Congress  actually  were  to  pass  snch  an  act,  the 

rple  wonld  not  submit  to  pay  their  money 
any  auoh  purpose. 
Mr.  Skdowiok  said,  it  oertiunly  had  not  bem 
his  wish  that  the  question  ahonld  be  brought 
forward  at  the  present  time.  Aa  it  was,  how- 
ever, before  the  House,  as  he  ^>proTed  the 
motives  of  his  oolleague,  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, and  as  he  perfectly  concurred  with  him  io 
opinion  on  the  eubjeot^e  would  make  a  few 
oonoise  obserTatioD&     Ha  believed,  that  in  i 
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QoremmeDt  raoh  M  tiut  ot  thia  ooontry  it  was 
the  pftcnliar  iatj  of  thoee  to  whom  the  admiii- 
istradon  hM  been  oomniitUd,  to  extend  securi- 
ty And  protection  to  aS  the  intereets,  and 
redress  for  all  the  iqjnries  of  the  citizens.  That 
inexooMble  and  unexampled  i^Jnriea  had  been 
perpetrated,  and  on  immense  value  in  piwortf 
myoBtlj  spoiled,  Mid  that  the  honor  of  onr 
00tintT7  had  been  insulted,  withont  provooation, 
were  focta  admitted  bj  alL  Thoee  whoee  pro- 
perty had  been  the  qiort  of  wanton  violation, 
which,  in  many  Instaooefl,  had  rednoed  the 
saflbrora  from  ease  and  afflnenoe  to  want  and 
mieery,  oame  forward  and  demanded  redress  and 
indemnlfioation.  That  they  were  entitled  to 
Midi  indemnifleation,  from  the  natnre  of  onr 
■odal  compact,  he  nnderstood  to  be  agreed  by 
«T«7  gentleman. 

[Here  Mr.  S,  was  inteniipted  by  Beven]  mem- 
bers; eM  Mr.  ITioholu  and  Mr.  Svilix  de- 
clared that  in  their  opinion,  there  was  no 
obligstion  to  indemnify  the  si^erers,  except  it 
were  done  ont  of  a  flind  to  be  formed  by  the 
segaestration  of  British  property.] 

Mr.  8.  said  he  waa  obliged  to  the  gentlemen 
fbr  setting  him  rigbt;  till  now  he  bad  beheved 
that  the  risfat  of  tiie  mfferers  to  indemnifioation 
waa  denied  by  none.  If  thia,  however,  was 
really  a  qnestion  yet  to  be  decnded,  it  whs  dne 
to  the  ■tmerers,  it  was  dne  to  onr  own  honor, 
to  dedde  it  without  delay.  It  was  asked,  by 
what  means  is  the  OoTemment  to  administer 
redreesl  They  were  first  to  apply  to  the  Gov- 
ernments which  had  inflicted  the  injuries,  to 
state  tiheir  nature  and  extent,  and  to  demand, 
1  in  nneqnivoeal  terms,  redress.  This  bnuness, 
notwithstanding  sU  the  opposition  which  had 
been  made,  was  happily  in  a  proper  train.  He 
hoped  and  believed  that  the  appliostJon  woqM 
b«  effeotnaL  It  might,  however,  f^ ;  and  in 
tiiM  oase,  he  was  free  to  declare  that  we  owed 
it  to  our  honor  and  to  onr  ii^nred  citizena,  to 
attempt  redren  by  means  of  the  last  resort.  In 
that  anhappy  event,  the  interests  of  the  sofler- 
ere  must  l>e  involved  with  the  general  interests 
of  the  nation,  and  must  abide  the  ultimate 
result  of  war.  But  if  satisfaction  shonld  not  be 
obtained  by  negotiation,  and  should  the  Govern* 
ment,  from  any  political  considerations,  not 
seek  redress  by  force,  in  such  events  the  snfier- 
ers  would  have  a  jnat  claim  on  their  conntry 
t&t  indemnification.  The  question  now  immo- 
diatdy  before  the  Honse  was,  to  refer  the 
motion  for  indemnification  to  the  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  snbject  of  seqnestratioa  This 
was  not  fur,  as  it  respected  tiiat  part  of  the 
House  who  approved  an  engagement  to  indem- 
nify, and  who  would  never  consent  to  seques- 
tration. It  was  not  foir  as  respected  tbt  soffer- 
ere,  beoanse  he  b^eved  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man in  the  House  who  supposed  that  the 
meaanre  of  aequestratdon  wonld  prevail.  He 
was  astonished  that  any  abonld  believe  that  it 
ought  to  be  adopted.  He,  hlmael£  without 
hesitation,  approved  of  engaging  to  indemnify 
fiiegnfferers;  bat  at  the  same  time,  with  all  his 


heart,  he  abhorred  Beqnettration  and  ooa£sc»- 
tion  of  debts,  as  the  meaanrea  which  aH  ciTiC^ 
nations  had  for  more  than  a  oentory  abandoBei 
as  immoral  and  ui^nst.    He  wamd  not  aaw 

enter  into  a  discnsston  of  the  (question  of  aeqocs' 
tratioD.  Whenever  it  came  directly  under  oxt- 
^deration,  he  pi'jdged  himself  to  ondertate  B> 
prove  that  it  was  against  the  Iaw  of  natitna, 
that  it  was  immoral,  ui^ust,  and  impolitic,  fb 
had  been  sorry  to  perceive  that  tiie  feeling  <£ 
the  mover  of  that  proposition  (Mr,  Daitos) 
were  wounded,  by  the  terms  in  which  gentW- 
men  had  spoken  of  his  motion.  He  himael^  m 
bis  conscience^  believed  it  to  be  immoral  toi 
'  njust ;  and,  as  Bncb,  he  felt  faimsdf  bonnd  ss 
man  of  honor  to  give  it  his  strennoiB  oppos- 
on.  The  gentleman  surely  could  not  reawB- 
ably  expect  that  independent  men  would  sacii- 
fioe  opinion  to  politeness  or  to  friendship.  ,AC 
he  oonld  do,  and  that  he  did  with  pte^enre, 
waa  to  docUre  that  be  believed  the  geatleman  s 
motives  were  pnro  and  upright,  and  that  h* 
had  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  coTTOCtncM  ct 
his  moral  sentimentn.  Viewing  the  snlQeet  n 
the  Ugbt  he  had  expressed,  he  appealed  to  tfa 
candor  and  foimeas  of  gentlemen,  to  wbtf 
tended  the  combining  of  uiose  irritatiTo  qocs- 
tions  of  indemnification  and  seqneetration,  bnt 
to  wound  the  feelings  and  evade  the  Just  appS- 
cadon  of  the  snfferers  ?  Gentlemen  had  chuf«d 
his  colleagne,  and  those  who  had  supported  his 
motion,  with  attempting,  by  these  means,  mean- 
ly to  court  popnWity.  To  refute  this  charge 
inld,  in  his  opinion,  be  nnneceaearj,  becaow 
well-informed  man  in  America  oould  bdi^ve 
He  did  not  know  that  the  opinions  whidi 
were  held  by  his  friends  and  himself  on  Oaa 
Hobject,  were  popular ;  it  was  sufficient  that 
they  were  believed  to  be  just.    Waa  he,  bow- 


motives  which  were  not  avowed,  bat  ooDcealed. 
he  ooold  tell  a  tale,  which,  he  believed,  could 
be  heard  with  effect. 

Mr.  GoooncK  spoke  a  few  words,  in  direct 
oppodtion  to  what  had  been  advanced  by  Mr- 
Datxok.  The  two  propositions  onght  to  be 
discoBsed  separately.  We  hod  sent  s  negotis' 
tor  to  Britsan,  and  a  sequestration  would  pnt 
an  end  to  his  bndnesB.  The  citizens  o{  the 
iJnited  Btates  ought  to  be  taxed,  in  tho  me«n 
time,  to  pay  these  losses ;  and  it  was  possble 
that  a  sequestration  might^  hereafter,  be  tbou^il 
advisable.  He  very  strong  pressed  the  ides 
of  a  tax  to  this  end.  It  would  be  a  proceeding 
of  the  moat  superlative  impropriety,  to  lay  on 
such  a  sequostradon  at  this  particolor  juncture 
when  we  had  just  agreed  to  take  off  the  Em- 
bargo,  because  our  ahipa  would  go  to  Enj^and, 
and  be  all  seized,  by  way  of  reprisal. 

Mr.  Clabe  reoommended  that  both  propoa- 
tiona  should  be  liud  aside  tat  the  present,  and 
be  saSbred  to  take  a  aweet  nap  bother,  till  a 
more  convenient  time.  He  spoke  with  much 
contempt  of  the  notion  of  taxing  the  people  tA 
this  conntry  to  pay  for  the  ravages  of  Bntain. 
The  Oourt  of  Lwdon  would  say  to  the  wtuid: 
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"YoQ  see  that  w«  acted  right;  jon  eee  Uie 
1Ttut«dB(«tM  think  aolikewiae;  fi^  tb^  tliem- 
selvee  pay  their  merohaota." 

Ur.  Gius  a9«ed  with  Mr.  Ci>asx  ;  but  aa 
there  is  a  necoawrr'  aameneas  in  the  armaments 
on,  tbia  question,  aiid  aa  thej  have  already  been 
detuled  in  so  ouuit  different  forms,  it  seoniB 
needless  to  repeat  tnem  over  again  so  freqaentr 
I7.  lie  atud  that  when  this  tax  csme  to  be 
levied,  everj  fknuer  would  say,  every  man  in 
Amenoa  would  asy,  "  We  shall  bare  nothing 
to  do  with  this  bnrinees.  Why  don't  yon  in- 
demnify Britiab  dspredations  ont  of  the  British 
property  that  is  within  yoor  grasp!"  He  had 
heard  that  Oongrem  ongbt  to  decide  an  ab- 
straot  proposition,  viz:  that  this  Govenunent 
■w»s,  in  any  event,  bonnd  to  pay  the  recent 
losses  of  its  merchaats  by  sea ;  an^  then  pro- 
oeed  to  aamgn  funds  for  the  payment  He 
tltonght  that  before  Congress  undertook  any 
■neh  engagement,  they  ought  at  least  to  be 
poeaessed  of  the  money  requi^te  to  discharge 
it  He  hoped  that  the  Honse  wonld  never 
proceed  to  a  vote  in  sapport  of  any  abstract 
axiom,  eqiedally  where  tAxea  and  poblio  money 
were  concerned,  till  they  had  carehilly  digeated 
the  ooUateral  urcnmstanoes. 

lb.  Dbxtib  Bpoke  agunst  the  amendment 
He  aai^  that  very  atrong  reasons  existed  both 
for  takUig  into  consideration  a  proposition  for 
indemnity  to  the  sofferers,  and  also  against  oon- 
neodnK  it  with  seqnestration  or  any  other  anb- 
ject  Each  onght  to  stand  or  fiUl  on  its  own 
merits.  The  sufferers  were  niunerons,  and  de- 
serving dtijsens ;  they  bad  waited  a  long  time, 
and  had  a  right  to  know,  before  the  dose  of  the 
■eanim,  what  protection  they  were  to  expect 
from  uie  Govemment  of  their  own  country. 
Seqncfltration,  witboot  a  change  of  pohtioal  oir- 
oomstancea,  would  never  pass  both  Houses  of  the 
Liegislstare ;  to  connect  them,  Uien,  would  be  to 
deny  relief,  without  even  examining  the  princi- 

Sles  on  wliich  they  claim  it  He  e^d,  Britisb 
ebts  liad  beenoalhid  the  only  proper  and  natu- 
ral funds;  in  his  opinion,  they  would  be  no 
£and  at  all,  even  if  Beqneatrstion  wold  be 
adopted,  llie  debts  wonm  never  be  collected; 
and  not  only  so,  bat  faqnestration  wonld  be  tbe 
beginning  <w  hostilities  and  war  must  ensae j 
tbia,  at  the  same  moment,  wonld  prevent  all 
hope  of  obt^ningJD8tioefh)m  Britain,  and  also 
£sobarge  onr  owa  Government  from  every  ob- 
ligation to  indemnify.  Mr.  D.  sud  he  would 
state  what,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  proper  and 
natural  fond — the  money  to  be  demanded  of 
Britain  by  onr  Envoy  ^Extraordinary.  Bhould 
Oiis  f^  the  Government  of  America  wonld 
rither  pay  the  snfibrera.  or  grant  them  letters 
of  marqno  and  reprisal  This,  he  said,  is  the 
eonafant  oonree  of  nations,  and  this  the  anffer- 
«rs  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  a  counterpart  of 
their  allegiance.  Mr.  D.  said,  it  bad  b»ea  ob- 
jected that  the  British  Government  wonld  be 
encouraged  by  it  to  refuse  a  recompense.  This. 
if  true,  vonid  be  a  serious  objection,  for  he  bad 
always  viewed  n^otiatitm  as  affording  the  only 


Irobable  chance  for  indemnity  to  the  snfierers. 
f  a  recompense  be  reiiwed  by  Britain,  war  wiH 
be  the  consequence.  The  objection,  however, 
he  thought,  wonld  be  entirely  removed,  by  at- 
tending to  the  resolution  itself.  It  is  not,  he 
said,  a  provision  for  taking  the  debt  on  our- 
selves,  but  merely  to  gvarantet  a  recompense 
to  the  BufifererB.  The  very  word  itself  implies 
that  the  Government  of  America  is  not  the 
principal  debtor,  but  is  to  compel  another  to 
make  indemnity,  or  become  the  debtor,  Ur. 
D.  closed  with  saying  that  he  had  attended  oidy 
to  the  reasoning  of  the  gentlemen,  end  not  to 
their  personalities.  It  was  not  his  practice  to 
leave  the  qneetJon,  to  impute  to  others  motives 
either  oormpt  or  paltry :  if  they  chose  t«  glean 
imaginary  laurels  on  this  ground,  he  was  not 
anxious  to  share  them ;  they  conid  best  Jndge 
whether,  in  this  way,  tbey  were  likely  to  in- 
crease their  reputation  or  benefit  the  public 

Messra.  Aios,  Uvbbat,  Sioth,  (of  South 
Oarolina,)  and  muMOVBK,  also  spoke  against  the 
amendment,  and  said  the  merits  of  neither  pro- 
podtion  were  now  before  the  House,  but  only 
the  mode  in  which  the  sulfject  should  be  con- 
sidered ;  that  they  were  in  themselves  separate 
and  independent,  and  onght  to  have  a  separate 
and  independent  oonsideration ;  tbey  were  qnea- 
tions  of  very  great  national  concern,  and  that 
blending  them  together  would  give  an  undue 
bias,  and  neither  wonld  be  fiurl y  and  impartially 
decided.  It  was  doubtful  whether  the  resolu- 
tion for  sequestration  ever  onght  to  be  adopted, 
and  that  to  connect  the  two  subjects,  would  bo 
to  bang  a  millstone  about  the  necks  of  the 
snfferera ;  that,  as  they  were  a  numerous  and 
very  raeritorious  class  of  citizens,  their  claim 
merited  a  candid  and  full  examination,  nnem- 
barraseed  with  any  other  matter. 

A  warm  dispute  arose  abont  the  form  in 
which  the  question  on  this  resolntion  Bhould 
be  taken.  The  point  actually  contested  seemed 
to  be,  whether  tiie  resolution  was  to  be  r^erred 
to  the  committee  cm  Mr.  Datton's  motion  for 
the  aequMtration  of  British  property,  or  to 
a  separate  committee,  whidi  was  inrasted  on  hj 
the  mover,  Mr.  Goodhux. 

A  division  took  place  upon  the  question  of 
agreeing  to  Mr,  Datkin's  amendment,  to  add, 
uier  the  words  "be  referred  to  a  Ocunmittee 
of  the  Whole,"  the  following  words,  vii:  "to 
whom  were  referred  the  reeolutions  for  seques- 
tering the  British  debts;"  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
beinr  called  for,  were  taken — yeas  G7,  nays  81, 


Cunes,  Gabriel  Chrinle,  Thoniaa  Cliibome,  Abra- 
hua  Clark,  Itoio  Colea,  William  J.  D&vson,  Jooa- 
tban  Dayton,  Heaiy  Dc«rbom,  GBOrgs  Dent,  Wil- 
liun  Findlsj,  WiUlun  B.  Gilei,  Janwa  Gill«qde, 
AliKsndsr  Gillon,  Chriitotibfli  Gieennp,  Andieir 
Gra^,  SamDcl  Griffin,  Willium  B.  Grors,  GeorM 
Hancock,  John  Hcatfa, Daniel  Hsiiur,  Williun  Hiiul- 
miin,  John  Hunter,  Hutthow  Locke,  William  Lyman, 
NaChanid  Maoon,  Jamea  Madiaon,  Joa«ph  M'Dowoll 
Alaxandsi  Mabaiu^  WiUiam  Montgumeiy,  Andnw 
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Mew,  JJiia  Nichoki,  Nathiuiicl  KOoa,  Aleunder  D. 
Orr,  Jobn  F>g«,  Joaah  Parker,  Andrew  Fickeoi, 
Fnocii  Preitoii,  Robert  Rutheiftad,  Thomu  Scott, 
Jobn  S.  SberbuTDB,  John  Smilia,  brae)  Smith,  SUai 
Talbot,  Philip  Van  CoctJaiKJt,  Abraham  Venable, 
Francis  Walker,  BcDjamia  Willianu,  Ricbard  WIod, 
and  Joteph  Wiaiton. 

Natb. — Fi>beT  Anc*,  Jam«i  Armitnmg,  BcTijamin 
BouTM,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Ct^n,  Jo^oa  Coil, 
Samnal  Dexter,  Tbomai  Fltnimona,  Dwigbt  Fotter, 
EmUrI  Gilbsrt,  Moholai  (Htmao,  Hcnrj  Glenn, 
Beqiamin  Ooodboe,  Jamw  Qordon,  Jimu  HOtfaonss, 
Henry  Latimer,  Amasa  Learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
Fraocig  HaJbone,  William  Vani  Moira;,  Theodore 
Sadgrick,  Jeremiah  Smith,  William  Smith,  Z«pba- 
slah  Swift,  G«oige  Thatcher,  Uriah  Tiaoj,  Jona- 
thao  Tnimbnll,  Joha  E.  Van  Allen,  Petw  Vaa  Qaaa- 
beck,  Psleg  Wadiworth,  aod  Jobn  Watta. 

And  tbcQ  the  niaiu  qaeatkin  beiqg  pnt,  that 
the  Iloaw  do  agree  to  the  smd  motioii  for  coin- 
mitmeot,  as  omnuled,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
afflrmatiTO. 

Fbid&t,  Maj  16. 
JSetenue  Sill :  Salt  and  Ooai  Tag. 
The  House  resolTed  itoelf  into  a  Oommittee 
(^  the  vhola  House  on  the  bill  laying  additional 
duties  on  goods,  -wares,  and  merchaQdise  im- 
ported iob)  the  United  States,  and  on  the  ton- 


on  salt  was  objected  to  by  ilr.  Fikdlat,  as  op- 
prewiTe  to  his  constituents. 

Hr.  Akes  was  couTinoed,  that  this  was  much 
better  than  a  land-lAz.  It  was  bejond  all  oom- 
parison,  mora  cheq>,  more  certun,  and  more 
equal  in  the  oollecUon  than  a  hutd-tax.  He 
would  rather  tax  salt,  at  even  half  a  dollar  per 
bushel,  than  agree  to  a  landtai. 

Mr.  Clabk  would  be  verj  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  PennHylvania  (Mr.  Findui) 
q)eoify,  upon  what  subject  he  was  willing  to 
paj  a  tax  ?  It  was  bejond  the  comprehension 
of  Mr.  0.,  for  what  sort  of  a  tax  the  gentleman 
was  prepared  to  vote,  or,  Indeed,  what  sort  of 
taxes  the  Western  settlers  of  Fcnnerlvania  pay. 
We  lay  a  duty  on  sugar.  They  make  sngar  for 
themselves.  We  lay  a  tax  on  tobacco.  They 
are  to  manufacture  for  themselves.  We  lay  an 
excise  on  distilleries.    They  refnse  to 


ifnse  to  pay  tl 
pay  it    We  t 


tax,  and,  in  foot,  they  do  not  pa] 
wines ;  but  we  are  told  that  tnese  Deople  are 
poor.  Thev  cannot,  therefore,  affora  to  drink 
wine,  on  which  the  duty  is  very  heavy,  for  that 
duty  is  p^d  only  by  the  rich.  We  tax  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  flneries,  such  as  silk,  bnt 
ailk  also  is  not  the  dress  of  poor  people,  so  that 
here  again  the  constituents  of  the  gentleman 
get  off.  We  are  going  to  tax  the  importation 
of  foreign  coals,  but  they  have  plenty  of  their 
own,  and  so  far  A'om  paying  a  tax  on  them,  are 
ootling  a  osniil  to  bring  tbena  down  to  Philadel- 

iihia;  which  will  drive  out  the  importation  of 
breign  ooala,  and  so  destroy  the  tax  altogether, 
Under  these  circumstanc^  Mr.  0.  was  solici- 


tous to  learn  what  taxes  the  back  eettlen  paid, 
for,  as  far  aa  he  conld  nnderatattd,  tliej  paid 
none ;  and  their  RepreMntatiTe  iroold  do  vdl 
to  inform  the  House  on  what  they  were  wiUbw 
to  pay  a  tax.  Was  Government  to  be  bnrdciM 
with  them,  and  derive  do  compeosMtioBt  Was 
it  a  sufficient  reason  for  exempting  *  district 
from  public  burdens  to  si^  that  the  p^ofte  u* 
poor  f  Are  taxes  to  be  pud  exdnavelj  b;  Iba 
rich? 

Hr.  BrTHBKVOBS  objected  to  this  dnty  oa 
salt  It  was  often  to  De  earried  frcHn  one  to 
three  hondred  and  fifty  milee  inland,  and  is 
fact,  it  frequently  costs  twenty  idiillings  per 
bnsheL  No  tax  could  be  so  DaivereaUy  lot- 
popolar  as  this  would  be. 

Mr.  FiHDiAT  replied  to  Mr.  Clxkx.  As  to 
sngar,  Uiongh  some  of  his  nei^bors  mada 
theirs,  Mr.  F.  bought  his  own  in  I%ilad(4idti«. 
As  to  ulks  and  oUier  female  fin«ie^  his  oon- 
stitnents  did  just  Uke  other  people.  They^xnt, 
in  that  way,  as  mnoh  as  they  conld  poedblT 
afford,  and  had  among  them  ladies  very  wdl 
dressed.  As  to  other  matters,  his  oaasti> 
tuents  purchased  their  mannfactiir«s  in  !niD»- 
delphia,  and  paid  for  them  as  other  pe<^le  did. 
Salt,  he  said,  was  known  to  be  neoeesaiy  for 
cattle  in  the  back  oonntry.  He  was  stroi^ly 
against  the  tax. 

Mr.  GiLLox  likewise  oppoeed  tbe  tax  on  sak. 
It  had  been  proposed,  m  the  Btate  whioh  he 
represented,  bnt  never  could  be  carried  Uirou^ 

On  a  diviaon,  it  was  r^eeted — ayes  S3, 
noes  47. 

A  motion  was  made  for  striking  out  tw^n^- 
flve  cents  per  ton  of  additdonal  toonage,  oa  fat- 
^m  vesscos,  in  order  to  insert  fifty. 

It  was   pawed  in  the  tugaare — ayes  SS, 

After  going  throng  the  bill;  the  conmuttw 
rose,  and  the  House  went  intO'OtmMdenUicHi  <J 
(he  amendments  made  in  Oomoiittee  of  tb» 
Whole. 

On  the  sahject  of  an  additional  duty  oo  ooal 
imported,  Mr.  Gilxs  said,  that  the  rise  was  fery 
moderate,  from  fbur  and  a  half  to  nx  oanta 
per  ton.  A  Boston  company  was  aboot,  as  he 
understood,  to  embark  in  this  basiness,  bat 
waited  to  see  the  steps  taken  by  CMigresa, 
There  was  as  much  ooal  in  Virginia  as  wosld 
serve  all  America  and  Gurope  besides. 

Mr.  Wadsworte  would  have  the  additional 
duty  reetrioted  to  all  ooal  imported  in  for^gn 
vessels. 

Mr.  Hkistkb  wanted  to  know,  whether  the 
price  of  coal  had  not  been  already  douUed 
within  these  few  years.  He  was  informed  t^ 
coal  imported  had  of  late  risen  from  ax  dollars 
per  ton,  to  twelve  dollars  and  a  half. 

Mr.  FinsDiONS  a^d,  that  a  few  years  would 
put  an  end  to  importation  altogether.  He  de- 
fended the  tax.  He  saw  no  danger  to  any  at 
the  manofaotarea  in  America,  that  make  nse  fi 
foreign  ooal  arising  from  this  tax.  Nothing  bnt 
a  capital  waa  wanting  to  make  Amertok  8iq>ply 
herselt 
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Ur.  BHEsBiism  recommended  the  amend- 
nMnt  of  Mr.  Wadswobth,  aa  to  the  restriction 
of  this  dot;  to  foreign  bottoms. 

Ur.  UuHsoH  worded  this  amendment,  "  on 
all  Tesselt  not  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
Unitod  States ;  "  ]>ecanse  foreign  bottoms  might 
belong  to  people  of  this  conntrj.  He  was  not 
■olieitons  about  the  fate  of  the  motion.    The 


Si-TUBDAT,  May  17. 
Tobaeeo  and  Sugar  Ihitiet. 

Th«  bill  laying  a  dnty  on  tobacco  mann- 
jhctnred,  and  eagar  refined,  in  the  United  States, 
-was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Ltxak  opposed  iti  ptuaing  to  a  tliird 
reading  on  the  ground  that  those  articles  de- 
Berre  yet  the  fostering  care  of  Government, 
Bitd  are  entirely  incapable  of  bearing  such  a 
bnrden ;  for,  even  now,  notwitbstandinff  the 
present  protecting  daties,  they,  especially  the 
article  of  mannfectnrod  annff,  are  Tet  imported. 
He  also  objected  to  the  bill  from  tne  ezception- 
aUe  natare  of  an  excise. 

Some  objections  were  made  to  the  propriety 
of  opposing  the  bill  in  its  present  stage. 

Mr.  Clakx  thought  tlie  bill  nnneoeesary,  be- 
csnse  the  two  and  a  half  per  oent  of  oddmonal 
impost  wonid  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  public. 
He  thought  that  the  bill  had  an  immoral  tend- 
oDcy,  becanse  It  tempted  men  to  per_|Qr6  them- 
Belves.  It  was  oppresdve,  as  making  every 
man's  bonae  liable  to  be  searched  at  midai^t. 
He  thought  it  also  would  produce  an  expensive 
mode  of  collection.  He,  therefore,  objected 
against  it,  sa  onneeessary,  of  an  Immoral  tend- 
eney,  as  oppreasive,  and  eipennve.  He  hod 
alwa^B  voted  against  it,  and  he  always  ^ould 
persist  in  Todng  og^nst  it. 

Mr.  Ahes  pKmed  the  necesdty  for  money, 
and  the  want  of  other  funds  to  discharse  the 
vorioes  of  the  onrrent  year.  He  sdd,  &at  to 
impose  taxes  was  an  onpopular  oSce,  and  ex- 
posed members  to  dislike.  Perhaps  they  might 
IM  perieeuted;  bnt  it  was  still  requisite  fur 
members  to  perform  their  duty.  He  had  a  great 
repugnance  to  the  ezdse  as  established  in 
Enrope ;  bnt  in  Amerten  it  was  of  a  different 
nature.  To  r^ect  the  present  bill  would  place 
the  finances  of  this  country  in  a  very  alarining 
pcunt  of  view.  If  this  bill  was  thrown  out,  we 
might  bid  farewell  to  firm  and  determined  mea- 
•area.  We  most  go  home  when  we  are  to  lay 
a  tax,  and  aslc  the  people  whether  or  not  they 
like  it 

Mr.  NioHous  went  into  the  old  arguments 
acainst  excise.  He  was  severe  on  the  general 
(£araeter  of  excise  officers,  whom  he  represent- 
ed as  the  dr^!s  of  sodety.  Teiy  few  persons 
In  America  would  accept  of  soch  on  <^oe  at 
all,  and  those  who  accepted  of  it,  were  by  no 
means  of  a  respectable  rank  in  life. 

Mr.  FmsiKOKB. — There  are  as  good  men  em- 
^oyed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  as  any 
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others  in  the  oountry,  not  excepting  the  gentle^ 
man  himself;  and  men  who  are  as  well  liked 
by  their  neighbors. 

Mr.  W.  Smth.— The  rnjectJon  of  the  bin  at 
this  time  will  not  decide  the  principle  of  excise; 
if  r^ected,itwillnotbeowing  to  the  argnmente 
against  it,  but  to  the  absence  of  a  great  many 
members,  who  never  dreamed  that  the  qneetion 
would  have  been  brought  on  to-day,  and  who 
do  not  even  know  that  the  bill  has  been  so  mnoh> 
as  reported.  The  practice  is  nneondid,  and  un- 
precedented, to  endeavor  to  rqect  a  bill  st  this 
stage,  before  it  has  been  Minted,  and  the  mem- 
bers know  its  contents,  Wasit  fair  and  condst- 
ent,  in  a  thin  House,  to  reject  the  bill  without 
any  farther  consideration  than  one  reading,  for 
the  sake  of  form,  a  reading,  to  which  nobody 
hid  tUtened  t  How  was  this  to  settle  the  prin- 
ciple of  excise!  Was  it  not  already  settled  in 
the  constJtution  and  by  existing  lawst  But  a 
new  argument  had  been  this  day  resorted  to; 
there  was  a  sarplos  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury, 
witbont  new  tuee.  and  this  had  been  discover- 
ed since  this  tax  nad  been  agreed  to.  If  this 
argcment  was  founded  in  fact,  it  would  put  an 
end  to  all  debates  on  all  the  new  taxes ;  bnt 
what  was  this  notable  discoveryf  on  additional 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  impost.  This  waa 
no  discovery  which  could  change  the  question, 
for  it  was  agreed  to  before  the  duly  un  msnn- 
fsctored  tobacco  and  sugar;  and  the  latter  had 
l>een  therefore  established  by  the  House,  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  former  was  laid.  He  asked 
i^  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  all  de- 
pen  dence  was  to  l>e  placed  on  commerce?  How 
could  certain  members  reconcile  this  proceeding 
with  their  former  votes  aod  language!  But  the 
other  day  we  were  to  prohibit  all  commercial 
interconrse,  to  sequester  debts,  and  to  prepare 
for  war.  Now,  we  are  to  derive  the  whole  of 
the  revenues  mim  trade ;  the  same  gentlemen 
who  urged  these  measures  were  now  defeating 
every  kind  of  revenue  which  might  be  produc- 
tive. There  was  something  so  extraordinary  in 
this,  that  he  conld  not  account  for  it.  It  was 
said,  that  the  Committee  of  Waj^s  and  Means 
ought  not  to  have  reckoned  on  a  defalcation,  in 
the  impost  of  |1,SOO,000,  but  the  gentlemen  as- 
sign no  reasons  for  their  assertion,  whereas  the 
committee  fonnded  their  report  on  the  best  in- 
fomatlon.  Admit,  however,^that  it  is  ^onbt- 
fnl ;  was  it  safe,  in  the  present  critical  state  of 
the  oonntiy,  to  place  all  dependence  on  external 
reeoorces,  which  were  every  moment  in  dsnger 
of  being  cut  off!  Did  not  duty  require  a  pro- 
vision for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  United 
States  by  internal  reeonroesl  This  was  oer- 
Uin,  that  the  extra  appropriations  of  this  year 
exceeded  those  of  any  former  year  by  two  mil- 
lions and  a  hslf  of  dollars.  Where  was  the 
money  to  come  from  t  The  members  in  oppori- 
tibn  to  this  tax,  voted  ont  land  and  salt ;  they 
endeavored  to  vote  out  stamps  and  carriages. 
They  will  agree  to  nothing  but  impost.  Are 
the  merchants  to  be  saddled  with  the  whole 
burden,  ttecause,  like  Mends  to  order  and  tran' 
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o  longer  eipect«d ;  this  country  is  w 
ing  to  Babmit  to  every  thing.  Was  this  iofflDH- 
■tion  pointed  at  Oongress  or  lie  Eiaontivet 
It  was  nnfonnded  in  either  case ;  becsDse  d«o- 
tUtion  waa  tried,  it  did  not  follow  that  either 
the  one  or  the  other  braooh  of  the  Government 
werediBposed  tamely  to  rabmit  toinjory;  for 
hinuel£  he  was  readj  to  aver  that,  if  proper 
reparaUoa  were  not  obtained,  he  shonld  be  for 
irar.  The  balance  now  being  trembling  on  its 
beam,  and  no  one  conld  say  whether  it  would 
settle  for  peace  or  war,  be  was  for  preparing  se- 
rlonaly  for  the  latter,  while  he  atrore  to  pre- 
serve the  former.  Pecnniary  eiertioiu  were  in- 
dispensable ;  it  might  be  a  pleasant  thing  to 
oppose  taxes,  and  the  advocates  of  new  taxes 
might  be  obaoziooa,  but  this  would  not  draw 
him  from  bis  duty.  The  increase  of  excise  offl- 
oen  had  been  mentioned;  the  bill  did  not  pro- 
pose a  single  one ;  the  bad  character  of  the  ex- 
cise officers  bad  been  mentioned;  the  Bupervieors 
were  among  the  moat  respectable  men  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  inspectore  were  as  virtn- 
ooa  Bs  the  officers  of  the  oostoms.  The  embar- 
rassment^ the  taking  of  oaths,  &o.,  were  not 
more  applicable  to  mannftctnrers  than  to  mer- 
chants and  captains,  who  conld  not  enter,  or 
unlade,  or  clear  out,  without  difflouitiea,  erabar- 
raaaments,  and  oaths ;  bat  this  was  disregarded, 
as  if  they  bad  less  feeling  than  other  people. 
Ae  to  the  injury  to  morals,  the  necessary  oaths 
required  by  all  revenue  laws  were  not  iqjnrions 
to  the  morals  of  the  honest,  and  those  who 
swore  to  the  truth ;  and,  as  to  those  who  were 
disposed  to  commit  frands  and  perjuries,  no  in- 
jniV  conld  be  done  to  the  morals  of  those  who 
iiad  none.  Kr.  8.  wished  that  lees  had  been 
B^d  in  the  way  of  general  reflection  on  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenae.  Some  years  ago,  a 
member  of  that  Ilonse,  when  they  were  at  New 
Yoric,  attacked  the  tide-waiters.  There  hap- 
pened to  be  a  tide-waiter  in  the  gallery,  who 
wrote,  next  day,  a  pretty  smart  letter  to  the 
member  who  had  qioken  so  freely  of  his  inx>- 

Ur.  IfiLSs  hoped  that  no  gentleman  wonld 
aaj,  that  he  wished  to  see  the  Treasury  empty. 
He  would,  fbr  his  own  part,  be  glad  to  know 
whether  there  was  a  deficiency  or  not,  clearly 
stated.  He  did  not  see  so  much  as  some  others 
did,  in  the  ol^eotdons  to  an  excise.  It  was  ealUd 
an  excise^  it  was  true,  bat  we  do  not  know  yet 
the  way  in  which  it  is  to  be  levied ;  so,  we  can- 
not tell  whether  there  will  be  any  hardship  in 
it  OF  not.  He  went  over  some  of  the  state- 
ments of  different  gentlemen,  bat  on  the  whole, 
there  was  so  much  contradiction  in  the  asser- 
tions of  different  members,  that  Mr.  N.  knew 
not  what  to  make  of  them. 

Ur.  BotmiKoT  moved  thattheHonsea^onm, 
whioh  they  ^d  immediately,  at  three  o'clock. 
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UoitsAT,  May  19. 
Ivytremment  t^AtMrican  Smim«n. 
Mr.  HoBsir  moved,  that  a  oommittee  be  xp- 
pointed  to  report  a  biU  to  provide  such  r^ola- 
tions  as  may  enable  American  seamen  to  oiitain 
and  cany  evidence  of  citiieoshlp,  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  them  from  impreeemeiit  into 
foreign  service.  He  said,  that  it  was  a  re*9ana- 
ble  expectation  that  the  sutgect  of  this  rescdn- 
tion  sbonld  be  seriously  attended  to,  at  any 
time;  but  there  were  the  most  nigent  reasons 
for  an  attention  to  the  dtnation  of  onr  C^ow- 
citizens  of  this  description  at  the  present  period. 
That  the  evil  of  impressment  into  foreign  bm<- 
vioe  existed,  no  gentleman  oonld  doabt,  and  it 
was  equally  donbtlesa,  that  it  was  the  duty  at 
Oongress,  as  &r  as  they  could,  to  provide  a  recn- 
edy  for  the  evil  A  few  years  siooe,  when 
Bntun  armed  her  navy  agunat  Spain,  od  tfaa 
Nootka-Sound  qnestion,  it  had  been  the  &te  of 
several  hundreds  of  the  American  seamen  to  be 
impressed  into  a  servioe  wltich  they  abboired. 
For  a  proof  of  this  bet,  he  wonld  recall  the  r^ 
membrance  of  the  Honae  to  the  claim  made  by 
Mr.  Cutting  for  repayment  of  money  actasUy 
expended  by  him,  in  Uie  liberation  of  seauea  in 
this  hamiliatiug  sitaatjon.  Oongress  repud  Mr. 
Catting  two  thousand  dollars.  That  they  had 
thus  attended  to  this  claim  was  proof  that  the 
fact  complained  of  existed.  The  evil  arose,  not 
more  fhim  the  extr^ne  insolenoe  of  diapositiaD 
of  the  preasganga,  than  from  a  real  difficiUty  of 
discriminating  AJnerican  dtizena  from  Brid^ 
sn^eota.  Hie  difficulty  was  in  similarity  of 
Ungnage,  dress,  and  manners;  and  from  the  d»- 
fidency  of  evidence  of  citizenship,  which,  in  a 
foreign  port,  conld  not  always  be  obtsiiied. 
For.  though  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of  Kng- 
lana  had  laid  down  certun  rules,  in  Uie  cmq 
that  he  bad  mentioned,  the  rales  lidddown  had 
exacted  so  rigid  and  pointed  an  oath,  from  per- 
sonal knowledge,  that  they  scarcely  oonld,  in 
any  case,  be  complied  witii.  A  c^tain  Tnigfat, 
in  many  instanoes,  Mima  his  sulor  to  be  an 
American,  and  yet  not  think  himself  warranted 
in  making  oath  to  this  fact.  Tbe  object  of  hit 
reeolntion  was,  that  seamen,  who  are  American 
citizens,  might  all  pursue  a  nnifonn  line  of  evi- 
dence in  proof  of  citizenship,  and  that,  by  an 
entry  of  such  evidence  Boieronly  obtained  in  the 
clearances  or  other  anthentio  papers  of  the  ship, 
tbe  same  weight  and  anChority  should  be  given 
to  their  part  of  a  ship's  papers  as  were^  in  all 
cases,  given  to  all  sea  letters  and  other  piqiera. 
He  believed  that,  if  the  subject  went  to  a  select 
committee,  B  particular  regolation  on  this  sub- 
ject might  be  digested,  which  would,  in  nuny 
cases,  if  not  in  all,  afford  such  good  eridenoe  of 
citizenship,  as  would  save  American  seaman 
from  the  injustice  and  omeity  that  many,  he  be- 
lieved, now  actually  suffered  under;  for  he  'had 
heard  that  a  number  of  them  had  been  im] 
ed  in  the  West  Indies  on  board  of  the  S 
fleet.  He  wm  not  so  sanguine  as 
that  any  law  could  give  rail  protection  to  onr 
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seamen ;  for  he  was  oonTinced  that,  in  order  to 
give  complete  proteotdon,  oertaln  ralea  of  wi- 
dence  mnst  first  be  recognized,  by  convention 
between  thin  country  sod  Britain,  atipolating 
the  extent  of  oortain  political  principles  relative 
to  alienafle  and  allegiance.  Till,  however,  that 
is  done,  he  thought  it  the  dnty  of  congress,  and 
particnlarly  at  this  disturbed  period,  to  word 
every  aid  in  its  power  to  this  class  of  citizens. 
To  bring  the  salnect  before  the  Honse,  he  had 
moved  the  resolntion,  which  he  gave  notice 
that  he  would  call  np  to-mMTOw. 

Tobaeee  and  Svfar  DwUet. 

The  Eonse  then  resomed  the  oonidderation  of 
the  bill  for  larinK  a  dnty  on  mannfbctared  to- 
bacco and  renned  angor,  which  bad  been  debat- 
ed and  postponed  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  GooDHuK  wished  for  a  delay.  He  had 
seen  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  last  night, 
whom  he  did  not  now  see  in  his  place  in  the 
nonse,  and  who  was  making  ont  an  estimate, 
whether  the  money  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
these  tazefl  wonld  be  wanted  or  not.  If  they 
could  really  do  without  the  money,  it  would  ha 
better  to  r^ect  the  hill. 

iti,  SffiEEBOBHX  thought  that  the  question 
might  be  delayed,  till  it  was  seen  whetber  the 
soms  to  be  produced  by  tills  bill,  voold  be  ac- 
tually required  or  not 

Mr.  Dattoh  bdieved  that  the  money  was 
wanted-  He  wonld  therefore  vote  for  the  bill. 
It  was  incombent  on  gentlemen  who  objected  to 
the  bill,  to  show  that  the  money  would  not  be 
vanted. 

Mr.  Skius  and  Itr  Lex  rose  at  the  same  time. 

The  Spsaebb  obHerred,  that  Ur.  Sioub  had 
risen  first. 

Mr.  Lax  said,  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvania  had  already  spoken  twice  on  this  sah- 
Ject;  and  he  intUUd  far  ordtr,  [Mr.  L.  refer- 
red to  the  proceedings  of  Saturday,  for  Kr. 
Bioux  had  not  spoke  any  before,  this  day.] 
cW  time,  sud  "y&x.  L.,  is'  too  precious  to  oe 
wasted  in  talking,  when  every  gentleman  is 
competent  to  give  hia  vote  already.  I  call  for 
the  qaeation.  His  opinion  waf^  that  the  money 
waa  not  yet  wanted ;  uid  that  it  was  being  too 
provident  to  vote  for  taxes,  before  they  were 
required  by  nocesMty. 

Mr.  W.  Suma  contended,  that  there  would 
be  a  very  considerable  deficient.  He  aaked, 
who  wonld  lend  us  mooCT,  if  there  waa  anch  a 
difficulty  in  establishing  mnds  to  pay  the  inter- 
eat  of  it? 

Mr.  Wadswohth  hoped  that  the  hill  would 
not  be  altogether  thrown  aside.  There  was 
part  of  it  that  he  approved,  and  part  of  it  that 
ne  did  not  perfectly  approve.  In  discussing  this 
question,  much  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  additional  impost  ou 
importations,  as  if  that  would  be  a  fund  for  the 
increase  of  revenue,  and  supersede  the  necessity 
for  some  other  taxes.  Mr.  W.  assigned  his  rea- 
sons for  believing  that  this  supposition  was  per- 
fectly chimerical.    Withhi  the  last  ^  months, 


American  vessels  and  property  had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  British  privateers  in  the  West 
Indies,  to  the  extent  of  one  million  of  dollar*. 
This  will  make  the  importations  less,  by  at 
least  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and,  of 
consequence,  destroy  a  great  part  both  of  the 
old  and  new  impost.  Property  to  the  extent  of 
one-fourth  of  a  million  of  dollars,  perhaps,  had 
likewise  been  seiiedhy  the  Spaniards,  and  other 
nations  had  most  likely  taken  as  much  more. 
The  total  loss  to  American  commerce  could  not; 
therefore,  be  less  thanJ^/Utn  hvndrtd  thmiaand 
dollart.  The  imposts  on  importations  must, 
therefore,  bo  very  much  reduced;  as  from 
Britain,  for  example,  there  would  not,  in  his 
judgment,  be  one-fourth  part  of  the  imports, 
from  this  time  to  the  first  of  December,  that 
had  l>een  formerly.  And  no  man  could  imagine 
that,  at  the  most,  they  wonld  exoeed  one-half 
of  their  former  amount  The  British  merchants 
would  be  afraid,  on  account  of  the  matteia  that 
had  been  proposed.  These  people,  they  would 
B^,  have  Deen  laying  embargoes,  and  speaking 
of  seqaeetration,  and  indemnification.  We 
must  be  cautious.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  it  waa 
posslbte  enough,  that  America  miffbt,  in  the 
fall,  be  at  war  with  Britain;  and  tben  impoet 
and  importation  wiU  (all  together.  These  were 
his  motives  for  believing  that  the  two  and  a  half 

Kr  cent  would  be  of  no  great  consequence.  It 
d  been  sdd,  that  the  ten  per  cent,  would  pro- 
duce a  large  augmentation.  He  did  not,  from 
the  dimini^ed  quantity  of  imports,  believe  that 
it  wonld  be  »o  mveh,  by  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent,  as  the  old  seven  and  half  dnty  had  pro- 
duced. Mr.  W.  next  reverted  to  the  bill  before 
the  House.  One  part  of  it  (the  duty  on  snuff) 
he  could  not  agree  to.  The  other  part,  refined 
sugars,  would  fall  on  those  who  oonld  afford  to 
pay  it,  and  after  all  that  had  been  said  agtdnat 
this  bill,  he  was  firmly  convinced,  that,  so  &r  from 
injuring  tiie  mannfactore,  it  wonld  thrive  the 
better  for  this  tax.  He,  on  this  accoant,  hoped 
that  the  bill  wonld  pass,  in  spite  of  his  objec- 
tion to  some  things  that  mighty  perhaps,  be 
corrected.  He  then  replied  to  the  compljunta 
of  some  gentlemen,  who,  as  an  excuse  for  re- 
peating over  and  over  a^in  their  former  argn- 
menta  and  opinions,  observed,  that  they  had 
not  received  an  answer.  It  was  very  likely 
that  they  might  think  so,  and  he,  for  his  part, 
did  not  think  that  he  had  been  lauwered.  This 
kind  of  reasoning  had  no  end.  Perha^  it  was 
impossible  for  him,  or  gentlemen  of  his  senti- 
ments, to  answer  the  opposite  ude  of  the  ques- 
tion. And,  again,  perhaps  the  gentlemen  of 
the  opposite  opinion  could  not  answer  them. 
The  matter  must  rest  there,  and  the  question 
oome  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  PrrzsiKoKB  was  convinced  that  there  was 
a  deficiency,  and  a  great  one.  But  he  was  not 
fully  prepiu^  to  speak  upon  the  subject;  though 
be  was  sure  of  the  fact.  He  did  not  wish  to 
hurry  the  subJecL    The  bill  might  be  print«d. 

Mr.  NiomiLAS  waa  sorry  to  have  learned  that 
he  hod,  on  Saturday,  made  a  general  r^ection 
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on  a  profemion  of  men.  With  «om«  gentlemen, 
in  the  line  referred  to,  be  had  as  strict  a  friend- 
ship Bs  with  aaj  jperaons  on  eftrth.  Ea  eaid, 
that  ten  linee  of  ngorea,  which  he  had  io  hie 
hand,  would  saldsfj  the  Honse,  that  the  taxes  in 
the  present  hill  are  not  wanted.  He  then  b^n 
a  detail  of  oondderabte  length,  to  which  Ur. 
E^RBmoNS  replied, 

Jfr.  Tkact. — One  gentleman  says  that  we 
have  a  sarplns  of  three  millions ;  another,  that 
we  have  a  anrnlos  of  one  million.  It  Is  very 
Btraoge  for  gentlemen  to  he  coming  forward  in 
this  stage  of  the  debate,  and  to  say  that  money 
b  not  wanted,  sfter  the  want  of  money  has 
been  so  freqnently  advanced,  and  admitted,  in 
the  Honse.  It  is  ansooonatable,  that  there 
ahonld  be  a  contradiction  on  a  point  of  this 
n&tnro.  He  next  went  into  a  long  series  of  cal- 
onlatioDs. 

He  objected  to  the  eatininte  of  the  Impost  of 
1768,  that  was  reckoned  npon  for  the  current 
expenses  of  17S4,  A  great  part  of  this  impost 
was  still  dae,  by  bonds.    The  persons  who  nod 

fiven  these  bonds  were,  many  of  them,  broke 
y  the  British  depredations  in  the  West  Indies ; 
and,  in  fact,  a  large  proportion  of  that  impost 
never  would  be  paid  m  to  the  collectors  of  the 
revenne. 

He  was  displeased  with  the  wav  in.  which 
some  gentlemen  had  spoken  of  the  national 
debt.    He  had  no  share,  for  his  own  part,  aa  a 


pay  iL  He  did  not  sgree  with  those  gentlemen 
who,  in  tbe  event  of  a  peace,  would  not  wish 
to  r^lenish  the  Treasnry.  It  was  curiona,  that 
the  House  had  now  been  assembled  for  nearly 
dx  months;  and  that  their  chief  ot^ect  had 
been  to  discover  wa^a  and  means  for  raisicg 

C'  "a  money.  A  bill  for  that  puipose  had 
brought  in ;  and  jnst  when  it  was  on  the 
point  of  being  passed,  we  make  a  sudden  and 
wonderful  discovery,  that  no  money  is  wanted ; 
but  that  we  have  an  overplna  of  three  millions 
of  dollars.  The  thing  cannot  be.  The  calcn- 
lationa  are  not  founded  on  truth.  He  did  not 
believe  that  members  understood  the  bill.  He 
could  demonstrate  that  there  was  occasion  for 
a  supply  of  money. 

Mi.  Hadibok  dionght  that  the  arguments  on 
each  side  of  this  qneetion  might  be  reduced  to 
a  narrow  compass,  If  peace  continues,  he  sup- 
posed it  likely  tiiat  the  revenne  would  not  &11 
BO  far  abort,  as  the  committee  had  apprehended. 
But  if  there  was  a  war,  the  expense  would 
much  exceed  any  thing  yet  thought  of.  He  was 
for  laying  aside  the  smtject  at  present,  and  if  a 
rupture  with  England  should  ensne,  ne  would 
then  recommend,  at  once,  a  dir«et  tax,  and  that 
theae  excise  acts  should  be  entirely  thrown 
aside.  If  there  was  no  war,  he  believed  that 
no  new  taxes  were  required;  let  the  matter 
therefore  die,  as  to  the  present.  He  disap- 
proved tiie  principle  of  the  tax,  and  should, 
on  that  aoconnt,  think  himself  J  uslifled  in  voting 
against  it 
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Ur.  GoLOir  row,  and  replied  to  sewal  gen- 
tlemen, who  were  for  the  excise  on  tobacei^ 
annff.  and  loaf  and  lump  eagar;  and  obeerred, 
that  ne  bad  partly  obtained  his  olgject,  by  draw- 
ing gentlemen  iorward,  with  the  colcitUliaos 
which  had  been  kept  back.  But  as  the  gcotle- 
men,  after  having,  bj  their  own  aoeoant,  bees 
three  months  on  this  subject  avowed  that  iJi 
requeet  of  detailing  those  large  nuns  came 
raUier  unexpected,  and  ttiat  they  wiabed  to  ham 
more  time  to  make  th«r  oalcolationa,  be  had 
not  much  objection  to  let  tMs  loll  have  ft  seoond 
reading;  but  he  hoped  they  would  be  aocnrate, 
inproportion  tothe  timetuentopre&oe  thent. 
As  to  the  idea  of  oar  general  taxes  not  taldng 
plaoe  nntil  the  Brst  of  next  March,  that  had  no 
weight  with  him ;  because  he  knew  the  CM 
List  for  the  year  was  not  all  tlien  doe,  net 
would  an  the  sum  for  military  and  naval  prepa- 
rations be  to  be  paid  down,  the  day  the  ore  was 
dug  for  the  guns,  nor  on  the  day  that  the  &n( 
tree  was  cnt  to  b^^  the  frigatea. 

He  agreed  that  a  deficiency  might  arise  on  the 
supplies  now  due,  for  the  t«mu  which  the  gen- 
tlemen had  asngned  by  the  plunder  of  onrnier- 
chants'  property.  He  was  happy  to  Snd  that 
gentlemen  nad  not  lost  sght  of  the  eeHou 
applications  they  had  received  from  that  re- 
spectable and  utile  body  (the  merchants)  fcr 
redrees;  and  he  should  take  care  to  remind 
gentlemen  of  th^  own  observationa,  when  the 
requests  of  the  merchants  were  bronght  for- 
ward, as  he  was  clear  samethicg  must  be  done, 
either  by  restitution  on  the  debts  bo  be  e^acB- 
tered,  a  loan  for  them  under  the  gnarsntee  of 
the  Union,  or  by  prolonging  the  time  to  a  re- 
mote period,  of  paying  the  dntiee  that  Hbej 
owed.  He  was  accns^  of  making  tucnderfii 
diteoMriet,  of  making  calcnlatioDs  not  fomided 
in  truth.  The  latter  he  denied,  for,  if  there  is 
any  untruth  in  them,  it  cannot  be  on  his  mdc^ 
but  most  havearisen  from  tbecomniitt«ie;  there- 
fore, to  them  be  the  untruth  uplicable,  as  he 
did  not  make  use  of  a  figure  but  what  they 
placed  in  their  report. 

He  still  retained  his  opioion,  that  sraplna 
revenue  was  dangerons  in  the  hands  of  ai^ 
Qovemment.  What  did  they  want  to  do  wiu 
it  t  He  hoped  nothing  else  but  to  buy  np  the 
national  Amded  debt  as  cheap  aa  they  conld, 
which  act  was  pardonable,  only  by  the  intent, 
ha  presumed,  they  must  feel  of  at  last  doing 
justice  to  our  late  armies.  His  meaning  was, 
that  the  profits  ari^ng  ttfun  this  speouladai 
should  be  kept  as  a  eacrod  depodt  out  at  in- 
terest, and  that  interest  ta  be  employed  towards 
paying  off  the  interest  due  on  the  principal 
losses  which  our  brave  officers  and  aoldien  had 
met  with,  by  being  obliged  to  part  with  their 
aharee  of  pay  at  a  very  inferior  valne.  This 
yon  may  better  pay  to  patriotdsm  and  misfbrtuna 


ma  to  anv  gentleman  on  this  floor.    If  any 
thing  of  BUt  kind  has  CMq>ed  from  nui|  I  am 
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tbe  oiglieBt  rwpect  for  his  cbsracter. 

And  the  qnestion  was  then  pat.  Shall  thU 
btll  ber^ect«dt  It  passed  in  the  negative — yeat 
81,  naya  66,  as  foUowB : 

Tu«.— Thoma*  Bloimt,  Thoinaa  P.  Camei,  Qt- 
brial  Cbtlitia,  Thomai  C^]iame,  Abraham  Clark, 
Inao  Cole*,  William  Findlaf,  William  B.  OQei, 
Alexandor  fflUon,  Andnir  Ongg,  Daniel  Beliter, 
ViQiain  I^man,  Natbamel  Hacon,  June*  Hadiimi, 
Joeepb  UoDoweD,  William  Honteome^,  Andnw 
Moon,  Pater  Hahlanbeig,  Joseph  Merllla,  Aathony 
Keir,  John  Nicholu,  Joriah  Fatker,  Fiucli  Praston, 
Kobert  Ratbeilbrd,  Thoma*  Soott,  John  Smilie, 
Thoniaj  Ti«d«eII,  Abrahiun  Venable,  FnndaWalksr, 
Kicbard  Winn,  uid  Joseph  Wioiton. 

Natb. — Fiiher  Ames,  Jamei  Aimttrong,  Thsodo- 
nu  Bulsy,  Abnham  Baldnin,  John  Boitty,  Elias 
Boodinot^  BcTuamin  Bonms,  Lambert  Cadwalader, 
David  Cobb,  Pelo);  Coffin,  Joshua  Cdt,  WQliaii]  J. 
Davion,  Jonathan  Daj  Ion,  Hamy  Deaiboin,  Geoive 
Dent,  Samoel  Dexter,  Tbomai  iltEomona,  DoiRbt 
Poster,  EteUel  aflbeit,  Judm  Gille^e,  Nlcbolu 
Oflman,  Hem?  Glenn,  Bemantia  Qoodhne,  Jamei 
Qorlon,  Samuel  Griffin,  William  Barrj  Grora,  Thom- 
as HarllcT,  James  HUlbotuit,  William  Hindman,  John 
Hmil«,  Henry  Latiuisr,  Amaia  Learned,  Bichard 
BUnd  Lea,  If  atthew  locke,  Frandi  Halbone,  Alei- 
andsr  Hebane,  William  Vans  Marrsy,  Alexander  D. 
OiT,  Andrew  Pickens,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Jalin  S. 
Sberinme,  Jeiemiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Zcfibaniah  Swift,  Silas  Talbot,  Georse  Thatch- 
st,  Uriah  Tracj,  Jonathan  TnimbiJl,  Ji£n  E.  Van 
Allen,  Peter  Van  Oaasbeck,  Peleg  Wadaworth,  Jei«- 
miah  Wadsirarth,  Artamw  War^  John  Watts,  and 
Beigamtn  Williams. 

Tbe  Biud  bill  wfli  then  read  the  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Oomnuttee 
of  tbe  whole  House  on  Vednesdaj  nerL 

AtiftMntaticn  <^  fA«  Arwg. 
'  The  HoDso  resolved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  Honse  on  tbe  bill  to  angment  the 
military  forc«  of  the  United  States ;  and  after 
»ome  time  spent  therein,  the  Obairman  reported 
that  the  committee  bad  had  tbe  said  bill  onder 
conaderation,  and  made  amendment  thereto; 
wMch  was  r^d,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  in  the 
irordi  following^  to  wit; 

"  Be  il  otnr^  bgOteStnattmiSavt  ^  Rtprmn 
tataao/Uui  UtiOed  Blata  of  America  in  Cawmt  at- 
■  ■   -1  6e      ..-..- 


if,  That  there  shall 


9  raised,  for  the  te 


year*,  or  dnriog  a  war  which  may  break 

tween  the  United  States  and  any  European 
an  additional  military  foToe,  ooDsistiiig  of  twenty-fiTs 
tkoniand  non-oommisaiotied  officen,  prirate*,  and 
— "■  '    s,  together  with  a  pnqicr  pioportian  oT  — 


And  on  tbe  question  that  the  House  do  agree 
with  the  Committee  of  Mm  whole  House  in  tbe 
•ud  amendment,  It  was  reeolTed  in  the  afflrma- 
tiTd 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  seconded  to 
intend  the  said  biH,  by  inserting,  in  lien  of  the 
section  stricken  oot,  the  following  sMtfao,  to  wit: 


£a  i(  aaottal  ly  (As  iSfMote  and  f  «aM  a^XtprsMUb- 

r  oftkt  United  aUaefAmmea  m  Congnm  amtm 

EM,  That  there  dkall  be  r^sed,  upon  the  terms  and 

conditiDn*  heiMfter  nanttoned,  an  additional   yta- 

TJdonal  miUtaiy  ibree,  to  etosist  of nan^aoni- 

misrioned  offioen,  private*,  and  mnooiani^  together 
with  a  proper  proptntlon  of  oommiinoned  offloen.' 

It  passed  in  the  negative— -yeas  GO,  nays  60^ 
aa  follows : 

Yku. — Fliber  Amei,  John  Beatty,  BenfOain 
Bonnie,  David  Cobb,  Peleg  Coffin,  Jonathan  Dayton, 
Oeorse  Dent,  Samtiel  Dexter,  Thomas  Fitislmon^ 
Dwi^t  Foster,  Esekiel  Gillwrt,  Benjamin  Qoodhne, 
James  Cordon,  James  Hillhooss,  William  Hindman, 
Amaaa  learned,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Francis  Msl- 
bone,  WilUam  Tans  Mnrray,  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
William  Smith,  Zepbaoiah  Swilt,  Silas  Talbot,  Gootkb 
Thatcher,  Uriah  Tracy,  Jonathan  Tmmbnll,  John  E. 
Van  Allen,  Peter  Van  Gaasbeck,  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  and  John  Watts, 

Natb Jame*     Armitrang,     Theodonu     Bailej, 

Abraham  Baldwm,  Thomas  Bloimt,  Thomai  P. 
Cames,  Gabriel  Christie,  Thoinaa  ClaibomB.  Abra- 
ham Clajrk,  Joshna  Coit,  Isaac  Coles,  William  J. 
Dawson,  Heniy  Dearborn,  William  Fmdlay,  William 
B.  Giles,  James  Gille^ie,  Alexander  Gillon,  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Henry  Qlomi,  Chriatoplier  Greennp,  Andrew 
Giegg,  WiUiam  Bury  GroTo,  Daniel  Heister,  John 
Hnnler,  Matthew  Locke,  William  Lyman,  Nathaniel 
Hacon,  James  MadieoD,  Joseph  McDovrsll,  Aleiaik- 
der  Mebaoe,  William  Hontgomer;,  Andrew  Hooia, 
Peter  Mnblenbetg,  Joseph  Neville,  Anthonj  New, 
John  Nicholas,  AteiaDder  D.  On,  Joiiah  Parker, 
Frauds  Preston,  Robert  Ratherford,  Thomas  Scolt, 
John  S.  Sberbnrne,  Jolm  Smilie,  Israel  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Vena- 
ble,  Pranus  Walker,  Richard  Wuin,  Beryamin  WB- 
liams,  and  Joaeph  Winston. 

And  then  tbe  question  being  pnt  tbat  the  atoA 
bill,  SB  amended,  M  engrossed  and  read  tbeliiird 
paned  in  the 
wasr^ected. 

Pbidat,  Ibj  SB. 

TdbfKto  and  Sugar  DiUia. 

The  Honse  went  into  a  committee,  Mr.  Tsitk- 

BCLL  in  the  ohair,  on  the  bill  for  an  excise  on 

tobacco,  sno^  and  refined  sngar. 

In  tbe  first  section,  it  was  agreed  to  strike 
ont  tbe  words,  "  tobacco  and."  This  i)ropoeed 
that  tbe  word  tobaoco  bo  stmck  ont  in  every 
sabseqnent  part  of  the  bill,  so  tbat  tbe  dnty  be 
confined  to  tbe  manniactnre  of  snnffi 

Mr.  UtJBi.KirBEBo  (the  Sivaxkb)  moved  to 
strike  oat  the  second  section,  "that  fruiu  and 
after  the day  of there  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  opon  all  sugar  which  shall  .be 
refined  within  the  Uiiited  States  a  dnty  of  two 
cents  per  poond." 

He  wonld  not  tronble  the  committee  with 
any  comments  on  the  excise,  enough  having 
already  been  said  on  that  Batjjeot;  altbongh  he 
conld  not  forbear  mentioning,  that  in  En^and, 
where  almost  every  thing  was  snl^ect  to  an  ez- 
ctse,  and  where  the  lfinist«r  is  ever  on  th« 
watcb  to  discover  new  artdclee  for  thU  pmpOMt 
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loaf    sagai  bad   never   ret  been  taxed 
Oqnmiittee  on  Ways  and  Ueans  h^  i' 


the 


credit  of  the  BeaaonaUe  discovery.  The  reaaon 
for  not  attemptJDK  an  excise  on  thia  artiole  was 
ohvions,  becaose  uie  mannfacture  employed  a 
greater  quantity  of  shipping  than  any  other, 
they  thei^ore  rather  wished  to  enconrsge  than  to 
depresB  it ;  the  former  of  which  they  effectoally 
do,  by  allowing  a  generous  drawback  on  expor- 
tation of  refined  sugar,  for  which  the  different 
porta  of  the  Continent  afford  tbem  a  constant 
and  ready  market.  The  caae  was  widely  differ- 
ent here.  The  manafkctnre  is  yet  in  its  infant 
state — it  has  to  contend  with  the  old  established 
ones  in  Europe,  who  hare  larger  capitals  and 
can  afford  longer  credits,  whereas  we  have  not 
only  no  market  to  export  it  to,  but  even  now 
already,  can  annually  make  a  qnantity  more 
than  BufBctent  for  the  oonsomption  of  the  United 
States.  It  ia  true,  it  appears  from  the  last  re- 
turns, that  upwards  of  800,000  lbs.  of  refined 
sugars  were  Imported  last  year,  which  is  abont 
the  same  quantity  which  two  honses  might  fur- 
nish in  one  year,  but  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 
owinB  to  the  high  price  of  raw  sugars,  some  e»- 
tablismnents  were  not  worked  at  all,  whilst 
otiers  did  not  work  above  eight  or  nine  months 
in  the  year,  and  I  will  here,  said  Ur.  H.,  venture 
to  assert,  that  if  this  duty  of  two  cents  actually 
takes  place,  some  of  those  who  are  now  engaged 
tn  t^iisdifBcolt  and  expensive  business  will  aban- 
don it  and  turn  their  c^itals  into  other  channels. 
I  do  not  stand  alone  in  this  opinion ;  others,  of 
more  experience.  Join  me,  and  it  ia  founded  on 
the  following  incontrovertible  facts.  Baw 
sugars  have  for  sevemi  years  past  been  so  high, 
that  refined  Hugors  naturally  I>ore  an  equally 
high  price.  This  has  already  lessened  the  con- 
sunqition,  to  a  considerable  degree,  in  the  United 
States,  and  from  the  present  proepeot  before  ns, 
when  the  French  islands  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
British,  the  probability  is,  that  they  will  ratber 
be  higher  than  lower ;  and  if  the  two  cents  bo 
addedtothepreaent  high  price  of  refined  sugars, 
the  consumption  will  still  be  lessened  in  the 
aacne  proportion  as  the  price  of  the  article  in- 
creases.    This  observation  is  founded  on  fiu^ts. 


srypei 


in  concerned  in  the  bnuneas  has 


felt,  and  dally  experienoee ;  nay,it  con  be  proved, 
however  strange  it  may  appear,  that  a  less 
quantity  of  refined  sugar  is  consumed  at  present 
in  the  United  States,  than  a  year  or  two  before 
the  Revolution.  Again,  owiogtothe  high  price 
of  refined  sngars,  and  which  must  be  still  higher 
when  this  duty  takes  place,  many  even  of  our 
opulent  families  have,  in  a  great  degree,  aban- 
doned the  use  of  it,  and  substituted  the  white 
Havana,  or  the  white  East  India  sugar.  I  well 
remember  a  remarkable  instance  of  this  kind 
which  took  place  not  many  months  sgo  in  this 
dty.  A  gentleman  having  imported  a  oouud- 
erable  quantity  of  white  East  India  sugar,  sold 
it  to  the  refiners  of  this  piooe.  Before  the  sale 
was  concluded,  be  reserved  a  quantity  for  him- 
self and  on  opulent  friend  of  his.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  neither  himself  nor  bis  friend 
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a^r  they  bad 
uied  the  year  Wbre.' 

Permit  me  to  add  another  (areamaUBee. 
Bngan  are  higher  at  present,  and  from  •  variety 
of  circumstances  mast  continne  to  be  U^bei 
here  than  in  England,  and  although  an  additkad 
duty  on  imported  loaf  and  lamp  sngar  may  take 
plaoe,  imless  it  exceeds  what  I  have  yet  hMtd 
mentioned,  they  will  be  able  to  imderaedl  tte 
mannfaotarera  nere,  and  this  fhnn  the  aii^ 
drcnmstanoe  of  their  being  allowed  a  drawback 
of  26t.  sterling  per  owt.,  for  if  even  b  drawback 
of  the  same  sum  was  allowed  ns  bere,  wludi  b 
not  to  be  expected,  it  cannot  operate,  because 
we  have  no  market  for  this  article.  In  ths 
West  Indies,  it  is  well  known  to  be  oontrvbaad, 
and  to  tiansport  it  to  Enrope,  woold  be  carry- 
ing water  into  the  ocean,  and  even  then  it 
could  not  be  accomplished  on  as  low  terma  «t 
the  Europeans  can  afford  to  do  it. 

One  fact  more,  equally  incontroTertiUe,  safe 
me  to  add.  By  the  additional  dn^  on  cuL 
which  I  am  far  from  disapproving,  hnnnnn  I 
wish  to  enconrage  the  consumption  of  our  bens 
prodnctlons,  you  have,  in  fad,  lud  an  additioBd 
tax  on  sngar.  Every  work  of  this  kind  eoB- 
sumes  aunually  from  2,000  to  4,000  boEbdL 
This  article  whs  heretofore  at  the  rate  of  elevtn 

Sence  or  one  Bhilling  per  bushel;  owing  to  ttM 
uty  on  imported  coal,  it  has  now  risen  to  Zi:  to 
2i.  id.  This  naturally  enhaooea  tbe  price  ct 
the  article  made  in  this  mano&ctnre,  which  b 
already  burdened  to  a  considerable  degree  with 
taxes  or  duties.  Thus,  there  is  a  duty  on  the 
raw  material,  a  duty  on  the  p^>er  tiiey  use,  a 
duty  on  the  twine,  a  duty  <hi  the  ooal,  and,  to 
orown  all,  a  duty  ia  intended  on  the  article  fm- 
dnced  in  this  devoted  manufacture,  Ifitisthn 
my  friend  from  Connecticut  mesna  to  do  at 
good,  or  if  this  is  the  decided  eocouragenieBt 
and  protection  my  colleague  meana  to  jkU  b^ 
it  is  such  a  one  as  T  am  sure  the  mam^actorB 
will  not  thank  him  for. 

Sir,  I  oonld  add  that  this  bill  partakes  strong 
of  the  nature  of  a  sumptnary  Uw ;  that  in  esM 
of  a  war  itwill  not  produce  yonanyrev«ine,he- 
oause  the  supplies  of  the  raw  maUrial  are  too 
Irregnlar,  and  no  other  bnt  imported  sngttr  ia  re- 
fined, which  already  pays  a  duty ;  and  that  by 
this  duty  yon  not  only  leesen  the  consnmittkiD, 
but  also  increase  the  number  of  those  who  can- 
not pay  fbr  it;  but  I  forbear  to  treqiaaa  aqy 
longer  on  the  patience  of  the  oonunittea  on  tUi 
Bubiect. 

But  Mr.  Chairman,  we  want  nxxtey-  to  boild 
our  frigates  and  arsenals,  to  fortify  our  porta 
and  harbors,  and  to  release  our  nufbrtunats 
brethren  in  captivity.  We  wont  revennea.  If 
this  really  be  the  intention  of  the  committer 
and  not  merely  to  establish  the  principle  of 
excise  on  home  manufactures,  no  one  wiQ  joia 
more  cheerfully  in  such  measures  as  shall  Kppeir 
most  prudent  and  most  likely  to  obtain  the  ob- 
ject, and  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  neitber  in- 
jure the  commerce  of  this  country,  nor  in  an 
eqnal  degree  the  mann&otntesy  nor  indeed  the 
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fOOTtr  sort  of  the  commonitf  who 

trtide  of  fngar. 

Bt  the  lost  retnnu  which  I  oonld  ky  m; 
bauds  on,  it  appoon  that  there  are  aitnnaUy 

imported  into  tba  United  Statea  upwards  of 
twenty-five  miUiona  of  pounds  of  sugar,  and 
from  the  »ame  returns  it  appears  that  about 
fonr  or  fonr  and  a  half  millions  are  eniorted, 
which  are  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  doty  on 
exportation;  thna  then  there  are  upwards  of 
twenty  milHons  of  ponnda  annually  conaomed  in 
tiie  United  States. 

Ton  have,  in  the  late  impost  hill,  imposed  an 
additional  dnty  of  one  cent  per  poimd  on  coffee ; 
half  that  snm  additional  duty  oo  raw  sugar  will 
yield  yon  upwards  of  100,000  dollara.  This 
then  win  at  once  yield  you  the  sum  which  the 
committee  expected  from  an  exoise  both  on 
■agar  and  manu&ctDred  tobaoco,  and  will  neitlier 
injure  the  merchant,  nor  in  an  equal  degree  the 
mannfacturer,  nor  indeed  the  poor ;  the  latter, 
and  in  my  opinion  none  but  the  idle  can  be  so, 
as  well  aa  many  othere,  have  long  since  sub- 
stitnted  molasses  for  all  the  purposes  for  which 
they  heretofore  Dsed  sugar;  besides  which  the 
American  engsr  is  daily  getting  more  into  use, 
and  bide  fair  to  become  genenu,  at  least  at  and 
near  the  frontiers. 

Vhen,  therefore,  it  Is  conndered  that  this 
nanobctnre  is  yet  in  its  iniancy  in  the  United 
StatM;  that  it  has  to  eontend  with  the  old 
tetablished  ones  of  Europe ;  that  there  is  no 
eidse  on  tliis  artiole  in  England ;  that  this  man< 
ufacture  employs  a  great  quantity  of  tonnage  ; 
that  raw  sugars  are  high  acre,  and  compora- 
tlvelj  low  in  Europe ;  that  there  is  a  drawbaok 
in  England,  which  operates  as  a  bonnty,  and 
which  from  local  situations  cannot  operate,  if 
ercn  granted,  with  the  same  advantage  here ; 
when  it  is  redaced  to  a  cert^nty  that  the  duty 
will  operate  iigurionsly  on  the  manufactures 
here;  and  when  it  appears  that  doable  the  som 
can  be  raised  by  a  trifling  additional  dnty  on 
raw  sugar,  without  sny  s^dilional  expense  or 
hnonvenience,  and  which  will  effectually  re- 
move the  evils  complained  of,  I  flatter  myself 
Ihe  motion  will  prevail. 

lb.  FnzeiiiOKs  ol^ected  to  the  proposal  of  the 
HrauKR,  for  a  tax  of  half  a  cent  per  pound  on 
common  sugar  imported.  The  unrefined  sugar 
fcrmeda  considerable  portion  of  the  subsistence 
rf  the  poor.  Formerly,  the  price  of  it 
more  than  rixpenoe,  O^ntrcncy,)  but  it  is  now 
twelve  pence  per  pound.  The  coffee  dnty  was 
aaother,  to  which  Mr,  F.  had  felt  relnctanoe,  be- 
cause oofibe  is  an  article  of  universe  consomp- 
Hon,  and  the  tax  upon  it  falls  where  taxes  ought 
not  to  bU,  that  is  upon  the  poor ;  but  there  is 
no  help  for  it.  He  would,  If  pos^ble,  have 
atdded  tliis  tax,  for  cofiei  formerly  eleven 
pence  or  a  shilling  per  pound,  has  risen  to  one 
ddtting  and  tea  pence.  Hi.  F.  said,  that  we 
■re  able  to  lay  a  heavy  enough  tax  on  imported 
wgar  effectually  to  protect  our  t 
filers.  It  had  been  said  that  the  two  cents  per 
pound  duty  would  make  it  reqnidte  for  tb«  rft- 


flners  to  augment  their  capitals.    Tliis  he  oould 

not  believe,  because  the  Executive  gives  credit 
to  the  manuEaot^irers  for  the  payment  of  the 
duty.  Ur.  F.  said,  that  the  time  was  perhaps 
not  distant,  when  we  shall  be  obliged  to  se^ 
sugar  in  the  East  Indies.  Britain  has  acquired 
the  West  Indiee,  which  wUl  increase  the  diffl- 
cultiee  of  this  country  in  obtaining  it  from  that 
part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  McDowell  hoped  that  the  section  would 
be  struck  out.  He  objectad  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  He  considered  it  aa  highly  impolitic 
to  tax  the  infant  mauufactores  of  America.  He 
would  rather,  if  the  Public  Treasury  could  afford 
it,  give  a  premium  for  the  encouragement  of 
onr  manufactures,  to  dissolve  the  dependenoe  of 
the  United  States  upon  Europe.  This  depend- 
of  onrs  has  repeatedly  been  urged  aa  a 
n  why  the  House  ought  not  to  adopt 
certain  commercial  regnlationa  and  reatriotlonB, 
Some  gentlemen  had  underLaken  to  prove  that 
the  manufacturers  would  be  benefited  by  moh 
laws,  an  assertion  which  be  oonndered  as  very 
extraordinary.  The  manufhctorers  themselvM 
understood  their  bu^ees  best,  aud  thonght 
quite  otherwise.  This  tax  will  not  only  alarm 
i  already  engaged,  but  will  prevent  other 
of  enterprise  and  capital  from  engaging  in 
manufactures,  when  they  find  tiiat  the  moment 
their  businees  becomes  profitable,  they  aretA  ha 
taxed. 


WIS,  from  Georgia,)  when  thia  subject  was  be- 
fore the  committee  some  days  ago.  It  had 
been  objected  that  the  Mil  was  not  well  founded, 
as  it  established  a  new  prindple ;  and  the  mem- 
ber (Hr.  Baldwin)  replied,  that  it  was  not 
new,  as  there  was  already  an  excise  fixed  on 
ardent  spirita.  He  had  oppcaed  that  law,  hut 
since  it  was  passed,  he  could  not  object  to  th« 
present  bilL  Had  the  gentleman  r^ected,  be 
would  have  seen  that  there  was  equal  reaaon 
for  resisting  this  bill,  because  it  fixed  that  ob- 
noxious prmciple  more  stroof^y,  by  ^viiw  a 
further  sanction  to  an  American  excise.  Mr. 
McD.  also  considered  the  tax  to  be  anneceasarr. 
The  tax  was  contemplated  on  the  prospect  of  a 
war  which  has  now  become  lees  likely,  the 
British  having,  eioce  the  Orders  of  the  Sth  ot 
January,  relaxed  their  depredations.  Further, 
the  tax  was  unnecessary,  because,  it  was  asserted 
by  eeveral  ve^  well  inlbrmed  merobante,  thU 
the  amount  of  the  impost  this  year  woold  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  last. 

On  dividing,  the  motion  for  striking  out  the 
clause  was  r^^ted— ayes  81,  nays  4S. 

WnfflKDAT,  MJay  28. 
AdmatiM  of  Monty  to  FrOTtee. 
The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  ft  GcoD- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  tJw 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Messwe  d 
the  Pbesidksi  of  the  Unitkd  Btatis,  c«^tlte 
18th  of  March  las^  relative  to  an  advanm  td 
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Hollud,  t 


mooej  reqa«Bt«d  by  the  lOniitw  of  the  Ynadi 
Branblio. 

Mr.  QilM  oflbrad  the  foDowlngiDotioii ; 

"  Rmolved,  That  tin  Pnddmrt  of  the  United  Statw 
>Md  to  lopl 
I  milUoiw  of  fionui,  htalT  obtaintd  In 
li  tlia  diachugsortlMdebtniiiaiDlDg 
das  to  ¥T%BBt ;  or  to  dM  pntMkn  aiid  defaica  A 
th*  Uikitad  Statw,  if,  to  hU  opinioo,  the  nine  ibanld 
be  fannd  neeMuiy  for  that  pnrpoee,  aaj  ^^irapiia- 
tiao  to  the  ooatnrj  notwithitaDdiag.'' 

Ur.  HiLi.HorBiwuof<qHiiionthAt,befor»any 
MynwDts  in  adTsnoe  should  be  made  to  the 
n«a<ih  UinuteF,  it  was  proper  to  Moore  the  in- 
demnifloatioa  of  onr  own  oitizeiu,  who  had  nu- 
t^ned  ■noh  immenae  Iosm*  by  the  detwtion  of 
their  veasele  in  the  porU  of  the  Rennblio,  both 
in  Europe  'and  the  Wert  Indies.  Mr.  H.  here 
made  a  dittinotton,  that  if  ttw  tenn  Miptdated 
for  payment  of  an  inatahnent  to  France  nad  ae- 
toally  arrived,  lie  would  have  made  that  pay- 
ment, though  they  had  burnt  our  ehipe,  and 
have  MOght  redreaa  in  the  ordiuur  way.  Bnt 
when  they  oome  forward  before  the  money  is 
due,  and  make  inch  a  reqaiistion,  he  thoagbt  it 
t,  Uit  opportunity  to  aecore  the  claims  of  Ameri- 
can dtiiens. 

Mr.  NioBOL&B  was  in  bvor  of  the  motion.  He 
felt,  as  an  American,  that  the  oaose  of  this 
country  and  of  France  were  inseparably  connect- 
ed; and  that  giving  the  money  to  the  Repablio 
was  equivalent  to  expending  it  in  the  service  of 
tlw  United  States.  He  reminded  the  House  of 
the  indelible  obligations  of  America  to  France. 
That  BepnUk)  is  now  rednced  to  distreas,  aa 
this  country  was  whan  supported  by  the  French 
arms.  Every  jwinoiide  M  oomanity,  of  honor, 
of  gratitDde,  and  of  Justice,  oalb  upon  us  to  give 
that  nation  the  most  efEeotu^  support  in  onr 
power. 

Ur.  FmsmoKS.— The  Americans  have  ap- 
^ied  to  M.  Fanohet,  for  payment  in  this  ooun- 
Irj.  He  has  assured  them  that  he  cannot  give 
it,  bnt  that  Ite  will  Inform  the  French  Oovem- 
meut  of  their  application.  They  are  satisfied  to 
wait  for  the  reply  to  the  Minister,  which  is  eX' 
peeled  from  Europe. 

Mr.  Axis  remarked,  that,  as  the  three  mil- 
lions of  florins  had  been  loaned  in  Holland  for 
Ae  defence  of  this  country,  it  would  be  some- 
tliing  worse  than  impradence  to  give  it  away 
for  any  other  purpose.  The  cause  of  Prance 
does  not  depend  on  her  receiving  a  million  of 
dollars.    She  is  in  a  mudt  better  situation  to 

E've  08  that  sum,  Uian  we  are  to  advanoe  it  for 
ir.  He  did  not  think  that,  to  keep  onr  money 
to  ourselves,  and  to  bestow  it  npon  France,  were 
the  same  Qang,  nor  did  he  beUeve  that  it  would 
be  BO  considered  by  the  oitiieos  of  the  United 
Btatee,    He  could  not  approve  the  motion. 

Mr.  QiuoM  thonght  ttiAt,  as  to  the  cMma  of 
Amerioan  citisena,  a  complete  answer  had  been 
given  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania.  If  the 
inerohants  themselvee  are  willing  to  waitfor  an 
answer  from  France,  nobody  else  has  any  oon- 
oem  witkthe  matter.    He  r^eoted  the  idea  of 


was  due,  unless  with  a  reatHotitai  In  frror  rfb 
American  daimantB.  The  money  due  to  ?»■ 
hod  been  advanced  byher  in  the  time  of  nrt 
mostdistreM.  It  was  at  prMScnl  wanted  fats 
own  defonce.  To  indnl^  na,  indeed,  tk  y 
formeriy  granted  a  kinger  time  thin  d»  n 
obliged  to  grant  fbr  the  rapaTmsDt,  Bat  if  » 
oesuty  oompeUed  her  to  soBcit  an  abridgoei 
of  th*tindulgenoe,isitinconeietentwilkthiU' 
ings  of  honor  and  generoei^,  to  reftaelwHA 
areqneatt 

Mr.  WuwwoBra  was  too  ill-infonuedniNi  Ai 
question,  to  know  upon  what  side  be  ci^t* 
vote.  Mnob  bod  been  said  about  the  vmi 
due  from  this  oountfy  to  France.  Weudba 
gratefol,  indeed,  since  we  had  soared  tfasfa 
a  long  time  past  to  plunder  our  vesaek  iritba* 
making  a  complaint.  He  stated  thatlbe  Abo^ 
can  proper^  seixed  in  the  ports  rf  I^M 
amounted  to  one  ndlUco  of  doUsn,  kA  tk 
taken  by  faer  in  the  West  India  OohHiW,tiih 
miUions  of  dollars.  Much  of  thi»  pnfs? 
had  been  paid  for  in  snch  a  way,  tlul  ll> 
owners  did  not  reslvK  more  tisn  twso^ 

Dcent.  of  its  value.  The  present  u^otla 
been  made  a  longtime  ago,  and  Itr-  T.A 
not  BQppose  that  the  French  Unister  (uali  i 
present,  be  in  any  want  of  the  monej.  Sw 
the  time  when  he  first  eonght  for  it,  BoncAat 
had  happened  which  altered  the  twe.  0* 
greatest  portion  of  specie  in  America  is  mv' 
the  command  of  M.  Fanohet.  Th««  (tt  k 
therefore,  do  pretuioe  iot  giving  awiyttiiiB' 
lion  of  dollars  on  the  plea  of  neoeanty.  TbB^ 
pDblio  herself  poesessea,  if  we  are  to  Mr|> 
common  fame,  more  cash  than  all  the  kic#< 
Enrope ;  and,  thongfa  the  stwy  msj  ^  **? 
greatly  elaborated,  yet  make  alloviw  ** 
exaggeration,  and  still  her  traaenrcs  m  **] 
great.  No  part  of  her  miafortnnee  mi  bt » 
cribed  to  the  want  of  money.  Kittoi " 
Btandino,  he  thought  that  it  was  onr  d^J^ 
makeabalt,  and'begin  totakeeonweue*"' 
intereetaofonrfellow-dlixenB,  Asforinla'* 
towards  the  Repubhc,  he  felt  is  much  rf  »* 
sentiment  as  those  who  talked  more  ^"^ 
than  he  did.  Bnt  he  hod  not  learned  ^  P^ 
reason  why  this  money  should  bediqiaMdai> 
this  way ;  and  he  ooiild  not  sgree  *"  J^ ' 
great  a  sum  where  he  could  not  see  the  i><^ 

Mr.  BouBNB  said,  that  the  pnrpoMB  fe  ™* 
it  had  been  first  asked,  had  been  long  Bait  *\ 
oomplished  without  it.  The  tran^wri*"*" 
the  emigrants  of  St.  Domingo  toIVanaeh"^ 
given  as  a  reason  few  this  request,  bol  tie/  ••" 
all  gone  already.  ^ 

Mr.  Skdowiok  and  Mr.  GooDEtn  *1«  fT 
The  r«olntion  was  carried  in  the  «m^ 
and  reported  to  the  House,  where  it  wu  '>"■ 
wiaecarried;  and  it  was  . 

Ordmd,  That  a  bill  or  Wlls  be  iMW«Hr 
pnranant  to  the  said  resoluldcm,  snd  «f  *; 
Madison,  Mr.  Buttt,  and  Mr.  ^SiVt  »^ 
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Fbimt,  Uftf  SO. 
MiUtary  mtabUOunmU 

Th«  bifi  HDt  from  the  Senate,  eotHled  "  An 
•ot  to  ineiMM  the  IfiUUuT  Poroe  of  the  TJnitad 
States,  and  to  enconrage  the  reomiting  serrloe," 
■wea  read  tiie  fint  time. 

Mr.  SuiLii  oUeoted  that  there  miut  be  «oine 
other  purpose  for  them  troops  than  any  that 
Iwdbeen  Bc^owledged;  for  he  oonld  im  none. 
Th«  prindpla  of  dte  bill  wu  irroDg. 

Mr.  Giles  said,  that  the  hill  onght  to  be 
named  "A  bill  aathorbdnv  the  Punronir  to 
pam  a  late  for  raising  t«n  tnoosand  men."  In 
point  of  prinoiplB,  it  wsb  lDfiiiit«lj  worse  than 
the  former  one,  which  the  Hodbs  had  already 
rejected,  (the  one  supported  bj  Ur.  Bedowiok.) 
He  hoped  that  thej  woold  not  suffer  it  to  go  to 
■  woond  reading.  We  had  made  eedmstee  of 
the  expeosee  of  this  year,  and  have  been  told 
that  the  ways  and  means  are  not  sniBdent. 
Tet,  in  the  aoe  of  this,  to  come  apou  ns  all  at 
onoe  with  the  expense  of  a  standing  armj  of 
tea  thousand  men  was  too  hard.  He  triuted 
that  gentlemen  who  woold  vote  for  a  seoond 
nadiog  would  expMn  the  reasons  that  conld 
indnoe  them  to  snob  a  measure.  The  time 
gpeat  npon  snoh  a  bill  would  be  porfeotly  oaat 
away.  He  was  at  a  lose  to  discover  against 
whom  these  ten  thonsand  men  were  to  be  ero- 
ployed. 

Br.  HiusonsB  oonld  not,  at  this  moment,  de- 
ride whether  he  onght  to  rote  for  this  bill  or 
not.  He  would  reoommend  a  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  to  examine  its  merits.  He  sbonld  think 
it  vngeneroos  for  any  gentleman  in  that  House 
to  call  fbr  his  rote  tiU  it  had  been  fully  dis- 

Mr,  FimiMOira.— If  we  were  to  debate  ti>r 
a  wedc  npon  it,  I  am  snre  that  there  cannot  be 
one  new  idea  started.  The  whole  argoment 
liea  In  so  narrow  a  compass  that  every  member 
may  decide  on  a  first  hearing.  The  qaeetion  is, 
-whether,  on  acoonnt  of  the  partieiilar  state  of 
the  country  at  this  time,  it  is  proper  to  intmst 
the  Pnasmnrr  with  a  discretionary  power  of 
ratdng  an  nnny  of  ten  thonsand  men  t  For  my 
own  part,  T  am  as  ready  to  decide  Jnst  now  as 
I  ever  can  be. 

Mr.  Aim. — If  we  are  to  go  to  war,  will  it 
not  be  a  prodigious  saving  of  eroense  to  have 
mil  matters  ready  beforehand  t  By  being  pre- 
pared two  months  before  the  war  breaks  out, 
tii«  advantages  in  economy  wonld  be  immense, 
as  the  price  of  enlisting  men  wonld  rise  foor- 
fbld  when  it  was  once  known  that  war  was 
certain.  He  know  many  weak  parts  in  the 
TTnion  that  might  be  attacked  snd  in  danger 
l»efore  a  body  of  militia  oonld  be  ready  for  ef- 
fectnal  service.  He  was  not  qnalified  for  de- 
tails of  this  sort ;  hot  he  knew  that  Rhode 
laland,  for  example,  might  be  taken,  and,  in  a 
abcn  time,  so  strongly  fortifled,  that  it  wonld 
'be  difScnlt  or  impossible  to  retake  IL  Why 
-were  we  afrdd  to  intrust  the  Prebidiht  with 
the  power  bf  rai^g  ten  thonsand  men!    Can 


any  body  of  men  to  be  raised  in  this  oonntn 
tread  down  the  substantial  yeomanry  t  This  Ja 
quite  a  Utopian  dread.  It  is  infinitely  oheaoer 
to  raise  and  embody  an  army  at  leisure,  when 
the  storm  is  seen  to  be  apprtMching,  than  all  at 
onoe,  when  twenty  things  most  be  done  at  the 
same  time.  There  in,  beaides,  a  material  dis- 
tinction between  this  bill  and  tiie  former.  The 
force  may  be  diaoontinned  whenever  the  Legis- 
lature thinks  proper ;  nor  is  it  to  be  raised  at 
all  nnlees  the  Prbsiddit  sees  or  tiiinks  it  ne- 
oenary.  The  principle  of  the  bill  ia,  therefore, 
much  less  «xoeptionsble  than  that  of  the  otiier. 
To  refect  a  bill  on  the  first  reading  is  a  bad 
practice.  Mr.  A.  hoped  that  the  Honse  wonld 
guard  against  it,  unleea  where  any  thing  waa 
grosaly  improper,  and  depended  on  a  nngle  prin- 
dple.  But  he  trusted  that  the  House  woolo,  in 
every  common  case,  set  th^  fkoes  i^nst  It 

Mr.  SiiiLia  controverted  every  th^  said  t^ 
Mr.  Amis.  He  thought  that  the  measure  wcnld 
involve  this  country  in  a  very  nseleas  expense. 
Did  we  intend  to  rival  the  military  eetabUdi- 
mente  in  Europe  t  The  British  mig^t  be  ex- 
pected to  increase  their  forces  in  Canada  in  pro- 
portion to  those  of  the  United  Btatea. 

Mr.  Dattov  followed  Mr.  Swux,  and  s^d, 
that  the  aipunenta  of  the  member  who  spoke 
last,  slthongh  intended  to  make  a  different  im- 
pression, had  oonvinoed  him  of  the  impropri- 
ety of  rejecting  this  bill  up<m  its  first  readhig. 
That  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  enter 
into  the  intrindo  merits  at  tnis  stage  of  it 
when  thoee  who  fevored  its  principles  oonld 
have  DO  opportunity  of  defending  or  amending 
the  particular  parla  of  it    He  had  beard  the 


ibjeota  of  it  groMly  mivepreeented.  It  bad 
oeen  asserted  Oat  the  bill  oontemplated  the  in 
cresse  of  our  military  peace  eetabliahment  t 


thonsand  a 

[Ur.  SiiiLia  interrupted  Mr.  Dattoit  by  dfr 
daring  that  he  had  never  said  or  meant  any 
such  thing.  But  the  defence  ol  the  Western 
Territory  was  to  require  six  thousand  mto ; 
and  these,  with  the  ten  thousand  to  be  raiaed 
by  this  biU,  would  amount,  in  the  whole,  to 
sixteen  thonsand  men,] 

No  such  thing  (said  Mr.  D.)  was  to  be  found 
In  it,  and  he  called  upon  gentlemw  to  show 
upon  what  snoh  an  assertion  was  founded.  He. 
for  one,  was  of  opinion  that  the  interests  and 
safety  of  the  United  States  might  be  materlallT 
promoted  by  onr  vesting  the  PsmonT  with 
the  power  to  rdse  these  men,  if  war  should 
break  ont  in  the  recess  of  Oongres^  Who  did 
not  believe  that  such  an  event  was  not  only 
possible,  but  in  some  degree  probable)  Who 
would  say  that,  if  war  should  be  forced  upon 
us,  this  wonld  not  be  considered  u  a  most  val- 
uable providon,  1 
epectable  body  ol 

prepared  to  act  — . —  

should  be  declared  by  the  eonstititled  aotbw- 
ity  t    He  wonld  address  hinisetf  to  the  tfe-" — 
and  interests  of  the  member  who  Voki 
and  those  similarly  rironmstanoed.    tber 


ivonin  not  oe  oonsioerea  m  a  mom  vai- 
Dvidon,  beoanse  we  might  have  this  n- 
a  body  of  troops  engaged,  eqnfa>ped,  and 
I  to  act  the  momeat  that  AostiittieB 


ABEIDOHBHT  OF  THB 


E.«rfi.] 


[Hu,  UM 


ed  in  the  iaWrior  parta  ot  the  ooniLUy,  and 
henoe  it  wu  Uut  tiMj  did  not  Mem  to  experi- 
enoe  BDoh  livdy  leiiMtiaiis  at  the  ^iproacQ  of 
danger  oa  the  eaaUrn  frwtlera— the  aeft.  What 
(be  asked)  waa  their  ntnadoii,  and  what  had 
ther  to  &ar  in  oaae  ctf  an  <>pea  rnptore  with 
Great  Britwnt  It  waa  eaaj  to  fonaee  that 
the;  would  tw  vigorooalj  prened,  not  mJj  by 
thoee  Indiana  which  an  at  preaent  hoetile,  and 
h;  the  regolar  troupa  in  tliat  quarter,  but  by  til 
the  ludghboriiig  nali<Hia  of  eavaaea  over  wbiMn 
Britiah  threata  or  bribes  oonld  nave  inflnanoe. 
A  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  too,  would  probably 
join  the  omfederaoy,  and  the  ^ntier  aettlera  of 
Vir^nia,  Beimaylvania,  and  New  York,  would 
oertainl/  be  driven  in.  With  such  a  oorpa  aa 
the  one  propoeed,  an  earlj  check  might  be 
given  to  their  irmptiona,  and  the  war  be  ear- 
ned to  their  towsa. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  would  be  the  oon- 
■eqnenoe,  if^  after  the  Pbudkht  peroeires  a 
war  inevitable,  he  is  not  penuitted  bo  make  the 
■nalleat  M'^taration  ODtil  he  can  owvene  Otn- 
freaat  Two  montha  must  be  loet  in  convening 
thwn,  owing  to  the  eitreme  diatanoea  of  their 
reaidenoe,  all  which  lime  would  be  employed 
by  onr  enemiee  in  inoreaaiug  tlieir  foroes,  in 
•tMBgthening  their  poets,  and  estaUiahiug  new 
OHM,  and  in  invading  our  ooontrp.  Let  this 
Aaeretionary  power  be  given  to  the  pBtsnmrr, 
(with  whom  much  p«ater  had  repeatedly  been 
lodged,  and  had  never  In  any  instance  been  im- 
pn^eily  ezerciaed,)  and  Hie  men  might  be  en- 
gaged whila  the  m«nberB  wcro  ooUeoting,  and 
a  amall  army  In  readineae  to  aot  aa  Oongress 
diodd  by  law  direct  and  anthorite.  So  dan- 
ger oonld  ariae  from  it,  becanae  the  enlisbnenta 
of  thcae  who  might  be  engaged  wonld  be  void, 
nnlen  the  Lwifuature,  immediately  upon  their 
meeting,  sbomd  oonGrm  them.  It  bad  been 
aald,  that  our  reliance  should  be  upon  tbe  mi- 
Btaa,  He  bad,  Ur.  D.  stud,  aa  high  an  opiniim 
of  militia  aa  any  member  in  that  Honae,  for  he 
had  witneaed  their  exertioiiB  and  importanoe 
in  the  late  war;  but  oonld  it  be  aaid  that  it 


araliou  of  that  kind!  Ha  ooneluded,  wiui 
iriihiog  Uiat  the  biU  mi^t  be  allowed  to  have 
n  aeooM  reading;  aa  oon^motiona  had  been  im- 
pnted  to  it  wbi^  it  oartainly  wosld  not  bear. 

Mr.  HaiitsoN  did  not  aooede  to  the  prindple 
of  the  bill.  He  did  not  see  any  such  immedi- 
ate proapeot  <^  a  war,  as  ccnild  indnoe  the 
Bonae  to  violate  the  oonatitntioi].  He  thought 
that  It  was  a  wise  prinuple  in  the  oonatitntion, 
to  make  one  braaoh  of  Government  raiae  an 
army,  and  another  oondnot  it  If  the  Legiala- 
tore  had  the  power  to  oondnot  an  army,  they 
n^ht  embody  it  for  that  end.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  tht  PnaaiDBHT  waa  empowered  to  raiae 
an  army,  aa  he  is  to  direot  its  motions  when 
railed,  he  might  wish  to  assemble  it  Jbr  the 
iiken  tbeinnoauoe  to  be  acquired  by  the  com- 


mand. Hie  consdtnlion  had  wiaely  gnvM  | 
against  that  danger  on  either  ride.  Be  mH 
not,  in  the  preeaot  caae,  oooaeait  to  the  tndi- 
ing  down  of  thh  baitier  of  pnbHo  taftljr.  Si 
saw  no  ncencnity  fbr  it;  nor  any  vident  [nb- 
bility,  that  this  ooontry  will  be  tfttdSjmnt 
ed  by  any  force,  to  wMch  tbe  preaeot  BBiiii; 
estaUiahment  cannot  make  an  adeqnata  Toia 
aooe.  Let  ne  hear  trma  thelfinisterwlKan 
have  just  sent  to  Britain,  before  we  take  mi 
abrupt  and  eipensiTe  meaanres.  We  riuH  »- 
tainly  bear  from  him,  at  least,  btfan  n  « 
invaded.  Now,  if  we  enter  into  a  oaleiMgi 
of  the  time  requisite  for  bis  arrival  in  BiiiH, 
for  commencing  hi)  bnuneea,  and  for  ubA| 
iMok  an  acoonnt  of  what  kbid  of  receptioik 
haa  mat  with,  we  shall  find  that  by  this  fM, 
Congreos  will  have  met  agiun ;  or  at  lent,  ih 
interval  will  he  so  amall  aatomakeitnotviMA 
while  to  embraoe  any  meaanre  of  thit  IM 

Upon  the  whole,  he  oonld  not  veatin  M 
give  his  oonaent  for  violatinK  so  aalntaiT  1  prii- 
dple  of  the  oonatitnticHi  aa  uiat  iqNm  waieli  tlii 
bill  enoroadied. 

Mr.  BmawniE  difbred  frwn  Mr.  MuM 
He  did  not  tiiink  that,  in  certain  ecmliBgtaaRi 
war  waa  so  distant  a  prowecL  Kmcoe  it  gov 
to  erect  a  fort  in  our  terntories,  and  the  Fi» 
DKHT  has  declared  that  bo  wiU  reotl  Hw* 
tempt.  We  all  know  the  waste  of  tima  M 
property  in  the  last  war,  at  ita  oommaWD*^ 
by  trying  to  do  the  bnahMan  with  militia  "B* 
pnqmsal  met  hia  approbation,  as  did  the  t»iir 
Uon  of  the  pRmnnnT  to  repel  force  by  bif- 

Mr.  FDniu.T  spoke  against  the  InIL 

The  qoeation  waa  then  stntsd,  to  wit:  "» 
the  said  biU  be  t«)ectedt "  and,  »tt»f^ 
thereon,  the  question  bang  taken,  itwainsin- 
ed  in  the  affirmative— yeas  SO,  nays  St 

Advance  of  Monty  to  lionet, 

Mr.PuEXB  then  moved  that  the  Soosot^ 
into  oonaide»tiou  the  bill  for  the pajneol «* 
Otti;^  sum  oi  money  to  the  Frencli  ficpuia 

The  House  rewdved  itaelf  into  a  oowno* 
on  tUa  bill,  Mr.  Puku  in  the  chat,  « 

Several  amendment*  were  proposed,  tai^'- 
eral  members  spoke. 

Mr.  Qnss  knew  that  Mr.  Fanchet  W  ««■ 
iona  fbr  this  money,  and  Q>oke  ttf  it  M^ 
oessary  for  hia  opor&tiona.  He  did  not  0*7 
whether  to-day,  to-morrow,  or  at  ^ist  t^J? 
Mirtionlar ;  but  in  fact  the  money  was  ■■'^ 
He  had  another  remark  to  make.  TbiahW 
three  millions  of  florins  had  oome  OP**"^ 
parts  of  the  House  alike  nnexpeotedJj.,  ^ 
fore  it  was  known,  wo  heard  of  no  V^ZZ 
complaints  from  the  Treasury,  for  wint  MJ°^ 
ney  to  raise  the  fortificationa.  Bat  ""V^ 
the  loan  was  oome,  the  tone  wss  »i"J*v"r 
there  was  a  loud  cry  of  emptineea  ia  tlw  Ji* 

M*r.  QnjAXS  said,  that  gentlemen  tsl*^  •[ 
(pving  this  money,  as  if  we  were  dMBg  •  " 
toFrance.    Isthisaot    We  are  sendiBg  »J*' 
ambaaaador  to  that  ooontry.    Avei^pn"! 
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trodnotlDn  trnlj  he  would  bave  nt  Paris,  vith 
our  credentisb  in  one  hand,  and  a  raftual  to 
My  the  debts  doe  to  the  Repoblio  in  tlie  other. 
We  have  been  in  need  of  her  aasietanoe  before, 
nd  ve  m^  want  it  again. 

The  committee  made  some  amendments;  the 
Dhairman  reported  them,  and  the  bill  fiiiall;' 
jMned  tlw  HoDW. 

FmDAT,  Jane  6. 

The  Honae  proceeded  to  ooosider  the  amend- 
neots  propoeed  b;  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  en- 
itled  "An  act  for  the  more  effectnal  protection 
if  Qie  Boath-westcm  frontier  eettlen?' 

1&.  GiLxs  expremed  the  ntmost  nupriee  at 
noh  a  proposal,  first,  it  had  t>een  prq)ected  to 
sSee  a  standing  annj  of  fifteen  thonaand  men, 
ben  twenty-five  thouaand,  then  ten  thoosand ; 
nd  now,  when  aQ  theee  achemee  had  been  put 

0  an  end,  thia  regiment  of  eleven  hundred  and 
brty  men  haa  ^tpeared.  Protens  never  assumed 
.  greater  namber  of  shapes  than  this  attempt 
las  doue.  Hia  jealousy  was  hi^y  excited  by 
ooh  a  steady  adherence  to  an  idea  so  extremely 
fibnaive.  The  people  of  the  United  Btates  ^d 
Kit  wish  to  Iw  Sodden  down  by  a  Oontinental 
nnj.  How  this  amendment  might  sit  on  tbe 
tomaohs  of  some  people,  he  coold  not  asy ;  but, 
r  be  were  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  represented 
lie  people  from  whom  the  reqaisitioD  for  de- 
mc«  liad  oome,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
roold  fflt  very  badly  indeed  npon.  bis  stomach. 

Mr.  NioaoLAB  s^d,  that  a  bill  had  been 
ranted  to  proUet  the  frontiers,  but,  by  Uiis 
mendment,  the  bill  woold  teourgt  them.  He 
rendered  at  the  pertinacity  of  some  people,  in 
dhering  to  the  idea  of  a  standing  army.  Mr. 
r.  enlarged  considerably  on  the  qneetion  before 
tie  Honae. 

Vr.  HoDowxLL  bad  lived  long  on  the  troa- 
[era,  and  h«  bdieved  that  be  nnderstood,  fivm 
osonal  experience,  what  was  the  proper  mode 
f  defending  them,  as  well  aa  perh^ie  any 
entleman  on  that  floor.  He  was  agwist  the 
nMDdment,  beoanae  he  knew,  from  rejieated 
iparimente,  that  r«^ar  troops  were,  m  this 
ind  of  eemoe,  altogether  nselma.  The  militia 
f  the  flroDtiet%  who  knew  the  oonntry,  and 
itoae  habits  of  life  made  them  perfecdy  ac- 
nainted  with  the  oharaoter  of  the  enemy  whom 
ley  bad  to  enoonnler,  were  the  only  proper 
■roes  to  oppose  the  Indians  with  snooees.  Bnt 
'hv  QoTNimient  should  burden  itself  with  a 
aeleea  enenae,  <st  the  pe(>ple  with  a  kind  of 
efteoe  w$ioh  they  disliked,  Mr.  MoD.  did  not 
now.  Peitiapa  there  was  no  part  of  the  Union 
lat  had  behaved  so  pmdently  andsopadfically 

1  the  oitueens  on  the  Soath-westem  froutiera. 
et  Indian  treaties  were  oonatantly  broken  by 
M  savages  tbemselvea.  Oentlemen  who  bad 
ever  been  witneaaea  to  the  aoene,  did  not  feel 
,  with  adeqaata  oomprebenalon  or  aenriUH^. 
L  man  went  to  bis  corn-field,  along  with  hia 
Kt,  who  was  diot  dead  by  hia  side.   He  oame 


home,  and  fimnd  his  wife  and  the  rest  of  hia 
&mily  mnrdered.  Qrenmstaneee  of  this  kind, 
and  <^  which  Vi,  McD,  drew  an  affecting  pio- 
ture,  wa«  too  dreadfiil  fbr  hnman  patlenoe  to 
support. 

Mr.  BouDDioT  thought  that  the  militia  conld 
not  be  kept  together  for  slz  months,  and  that  it 
wsB  better  to  have  regular  troops. 

Mr.  Ames  replied  to  Mr.  Oiua.  It  was 
wronsto  aay  that  this  waa  part  of  a  aystem,  and 
that  the  twenty-five  thonsand  men  had  been  part 
of  it  He  aaw  no  such  thing.  We  have  one  In- 
dian war  already,  which  is  enongh  at  a  lime. 
Those  whom  we  are  now  to  qnarrd  with,  are 
three  times  more  nnmerons  than  those  to  the 


North-west.  The  Oreeka,  Oherokees,  Ohootaws, 
and  Cbiokaeawa,  were,  as  Mr.  A.  had  been  in- 
formed, fifteen  thonsanf  fighting  men.  He  did 
not  think  that  there  were  too  many  In^ans  <m 
the  frontier,  any  more  than  too  many  wild 
beasts.  The  one  might,  by  skilfol  management, 
be  rendered  as  harmless  as  the  other.  Even 
the  saooess  of  an  Indian  war,  by  extending  oar 
frontier,  sngments  the  nnmber  of  onr  envies; 
BO  that  the  task  la  bopele«t,  and  has  no  end. 
Distance  f^m  the  seat  of  Government  woold 


minate  these  poor  creatnree.  He  recommended 
a  system  of  restrunt  on  both  sides.  He  oonld 
wish  for  something  as  strong  as  the  Ohineee 
wall  to  separate  them.  When  an  exasperated 
militia  went  out,  what  were  we  to  expect,  but 
that  the  first  man  with  a  red  skin  whom  they 
met  wonld  be  shot  I  Presently  yon  discover 
that  yon  have  been  shooting  an  Indian  of  the 
wrong  nation,  while,  in  the  mean  time,  thia 
whole  nation  risea  and  attacks  yon.  The  Con- 
tinental troops,  aa  b^g  less  exasperated,  wer« 
lesB  apt  to  fUl  into  mistakes  of  thia  kind.  He 
did  not  wish  the  militia  to  be  called  out  in  ioch 
numbers  as  were  proposed  by  the  bill  whm 
sent  np  to  the  Senate.  He  wished,  if  pomble^ 
for  a  reetrdnt  on  both  parties.  He  was  for  the 
amen^nent 

Mr.  MoBBAT  was  of  the  same  opinion.  It  was 
not  onoe  In  ten  times  that,  when  an  Indian  was 
killed  by  a  white  man,  the  mnrderer  eonld  be 
convicted.  Aa  to  the  standing  army  bdng  an 
object  of  alarm,  he  ridiooledUiatidea.  Bnt,  at 
any  rate,  it  was  poerible  to  limit  the  opentioni 
of  this  r^ment  of  eleven  bmidred  and  forty 
men  to  the  Sonth-westeni  frontier,  if  gentiemen 
were  afrud  of  their  being  marched  ap  and  down 
the  oonntry. 

Mr.  Gnxoir  aaid,  tiiat  there  was  something  in 
this  qnestioD  Jnst  like  that  smns  days  s"— 
about  the  galleys.  If  yon  do  not  ws 
they  shall  not  be  forced  upon  you. 
not  see  their  use  In  Sonth  Carolina,  a  was  a 
bodyof  militia  that  was  wanted.  Thereareno 
tmnolts  in  Sooth  Carolina  to  be  rainesMd  by  ft 
standing  army.  The  expedition  agaiHitSpidnia 
knookeaap.  What  occasion,  then,  can  there  ba 
for  them  t  He  feared  that  thia  corps  was  only  » 
part  (rf  the  old  leaven,  the  gilding  ct  a  bad  ^11, 


t  them, 
e  could 
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He  liked  this  propoMl  better  than  tiie  othera  of 
tbe  Mnie  aort,  rauy  beoaoM,  m  the  nmnbera  are 
inferior,  the  erila  an  kw.  Mr.  Q.  had  no  idea 
rfhiriog  other  peopto  to  do  for  n*  what  we  can 
do  for  oDTBelTee.  He  had  voted  againat  the 
twrnty-flve  thoaaaud  men,  «nd  tlM  tea  ihonaand, 
and  he  should  alaoTote  against  the  preaenttnmi- 
ber. 

Mr.  Maimson  said,  that  he  would  not  enter 
M  large  into  this  sntgeot,  bat  there  was  one  cdr- 
onmitanoe  in  the  boainesB  which  stnt^  hioi  as 
▼ei7  •trsageL  It  was  proposed  to  raise  a  new 
ooip^  at  a,  DonntT  of  twen^  dollars.  The  pree- 
«Dt  army  wanted  mwv  than  the  whole  nnmber 
ctf  this  onpa  to  dU  np  its  defldeuoiee,  and  ;et 
ttie  pnqtosal  for  completing  them  had  been  re- 
jected. Thns  are  we  to  be  at  the  expense  of 
npportjng  the  akdetoo  of  an  arm;.  Was  it 
not  better  to  flU  np  the  old  corps,  thsn  to  pnt 
oonelvee  to  the  inoonvenienoe  of  raising  a  new 
wet 

Mr.  MoDowxLLrtMetooorreotwhathadbllen 
from  Mr.  AioH,  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Indian 
nations  on  the  South- western  frontier.  The 
Ohootawe  and  Ohiokasawa  are,  and  alw*;*  have 
been,  friends  to  the  white  people^  and  readv  to 
flght  for  them.  The  Oreeks  and  Cherokeee 
do  not,  at  the  most,  extoid  to  nuwe  thnn  serw 
or  eight  thoosand  men. 

Mr.  Oabsxb. — The  oolf  nae  that  Ooptinuital 
tooopa  can  be  of  is  lo  defend  posts;  and  it  has 
been  found,  bj^  the  ezperienoe  of  several  years, 
that  poets  do  more  mischief  than  servioe.  The;r 
are  eetabliahed  at  a  distance  of  fifteoi  or  twenty 
miles  from  each  other.  The  Indian  parties  slip 
in  between  them;  and  the  frontier  settlers,  de- 
pending on  the  protection  of  the  regnlara,  are 
not,  as  die}r  otherwise  wonld  be,  npcu  their 
fntid  Bgainst  the  Baviuee.  The  conseqnence  ia, 
Quit  they  are  freqnenUy  mordered  ;  while  the 
onlj  servioe  pnfbrmed  by  tbe  Continentals  is, 
tliat  when  the  militia  pnrsne  the  Indians,  the; 
are  prevented  by  the  fbrmer  frtxa  orossing  wh^ 
is  called  the  line.  That  is  the  whole  service 
which  they  have  performed  In  Oewgia.  In 
abort,  against  the  Creeks,  tltey  are  good  fbr 
nothing.  Mr.  0.  wished  thstKeotlemen  woold 
frankly  saj,  <aioe  for  all,  that  the  Georgians  did 
Dot  deserve  proteotion,  and  then  dte  Btate  wonld 
know  what  was  to  be  dcme.  He  insisted  on  it, 
that,  in  Geor^  there  were  improper  leaning 
in  fevor  of  the  Indians,  He  referred  to  some 
pencms  in  oflBoe,  whom  be  A>eoified.  He  be- 
ueved  linoerelj  tbat  the  Senate  imagined  thon- 
■dves  to  be  amag  fbr  the  best;  hot  the;  oonld 


iKit  been  a  di^^e  instance  of  an  Indian  killed 
by  a  white  man,  onless  when  the  Indians  them- 
■elvee  began  the  qoarreL  Dnring  thelasttoior 
twdve  years,  there  had  been  stolen  from  Geor- 
ffa^  horses  to  the  amonnt  of  a  hnndred  thoa- 
aand  dollars.  These  were  often  the  chief  pro- 
perty of  poor  people,  who  had  nothing  else  to 
depend  on  for  supporting  their  families.  Gen- 
tlemen say  lltat  we  bave  one  Indian  war  already. 


But  if  yon  have  two  bands,  both  in  tlie  fit  a 
once,  wiD  you  poll  oot  one  bdbre  the  nftal 
The  Creeks  are  a  skTige  and  Uthka  trik 
Some  years  ago^  a  b^aty  was  made  willi  ta 
at  New  York ;  end  this  treaty  oust,  rninH^ 
sixty-one  thoosand  dollars.  Tell,  beto  lis 
chiefs  got  home,  a  fredi  set  of  mnrdcn  vn 
oommitted.  A  set  of  commisdoners  wm  aa 
sent,  and  this  embassy  coet  perhaps  a  iia^ 
and  fifty  thonsand  ddlara  more.  Gcotkia 
might  talk  SB  th^  thought  At  about  laditM; 
for  his  own  part,  he  wonld  not  give  tbe  tt  rf 
one  white  man  fbr  these  of  fifty  lD<£sat.  Dt 
militia  had  been  always  saooes^U  gainst  thn, 
and  the  regidars  had  alw^a  beoL  bcata;  tb 
showed  llie  fiitili^  of  the  present  luiwiw*! 
from  the  Benate.  Of  the  snooessM  of  tU  miiia, 
he  gave  some  striking  instanoea,wbetetlHjU  | 
defeated  tJiree  or  fonr  timee  titat  own  mfflliB, 
As  an  evidence  of  the  impr(q>er  kaa^  n  bt-  | 
half  of  the  Indians,  Mr.  0.  adverted  to  irtitfW 
Jnst  happened  in  Georaia.  A  gang  of  Mnp 
stole  some  horses.  Oentenant  Hsy,  vit^  * 
party  of  dragoons,  porsaed  them,  and  ((£  iiU 
anambosoade,  whereMr.Eay  andtwomaiMi 
killed.  This  was  the  way  that  the  Cnebbfl 
a  peace.  Boon  after,  an  Indian,  being  fomid  ■ 
the  State,  was  wonnded;  and  intheooiTapa'- 
ence  read  the  other  day  to  tihe  House,  itms* 
stated,  as  if  the  white  people  were  to  Uaw  . 
It  made  every  drop  of  blood  in  his  heart  bc£,l>  ! 
hear  what  be  heara  in  this  cnty  as  to  ths  (i«- 
aoter  and  conduct  of  his  oonstitnents.  At*if 
reeentative  of  Georgia,  he  dmianded  eSeelBl 
aid  for  that  Btate.  If  tbe  Hoaae  did  sot  i^ 
to  grant  it,  he  warned  th«u  that  tbe  GecpM 
would  take  measures  for  thonselvea  It  ■<■ 
needless  to  speak  of  eocmomy,  after  s^nwdeni 
snoh  vast  snms  as  he  had  mentioned,  in  tlM|«- 
chase  of  treaties  that  were  never  kept,  fi*** 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Sen^ 

Mr.  Da-Ttom  rose  to  oontradiot  one  taiBlkt, 
which  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman,  vii '  ^ 
the  regolars  were  alw»s  beaten  by  Uw  li>d>>'^ 
If  gentlemen  ezerdsed  their  memana,  f ''' 
teiMed  to  lustotical  Etote,  tltey  would  bm  tki 
contrary.  Goieral  SnlUvan  had  entvsd  m 
conntry  of  the  ^  Natitms,  had  dafealed  tbo, 
uid  destooyed  their  towns,  and  since  thtf  ts" 
they  bad  been  looked  npcm  as  a  pbdoed  V^ 
pie.  Mr.  D.  was  himself  in  the  srmy  (^  iw 
e^>editiou,  and  a  witness  tothesnceeMf' ^ 
regolars.    He  was  for  theamendmoit 

The  question  was  pntthattheHonsDdow 
cor  with  the  Senate  in  the  said  amendDNOt,  M* 
pasaed  in  the  negative— yeas  M,  n^s  ti,  «*■' 

Tais.— Fi»her  Amei,  David  Cokb,  Fth^JJ* 
Jodma  C(^  Jonadian  Dayton,  Gwns  '"^ '^'t 
Fitanmona,  Dwigfat  Foatar,  EiAmISIIi^  ^m 
Qlenn,  Jsuea  GoidoD,  Wilfiam  Bisdmai^  Boqr  ^ 


Mtun^,  Tbeoaan  Sadgwick,  Tiffiaai  Snutk,  Z^ 
niahSwift,  Uriah  Ttsot,  Jonatbia  TnwWlff 
E.  Vao  Allan,  P««t  Van  G««back,Pa)eg  W»d«««- 
Jerantiah  WadswcMh,  aad  John  Witta 
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N*n.— TbaodonuBall^i.^brafammBaldwlii.JotiD 
Besttf,  Thomu  BIcFont,  IlMxau  P.  Cunn,  Tbomu 
ClaJbonM,  buo  Colsi,  William  J.  DimoD,  Bmuy 
Diwrborn,  WHUam  Eliidby,  'Wlliam  B.  Giles,  Juno 
QDlgtpie,  AlBiander  Gillon,  Nichobi  Gilman,  Andraw 
Gn^,  Samml  Griffin,  Williain  Bury  Grore,  Daniel 
Heiiur,  WOliun  LfDMn,  Nslbaniel  Htoon,  Jani«a 
Hadinn,  Joteph  HcDo*ell,  Alazudar  MAmn,  VQ- 
IJUD  Honlgomaiy,  Andrew  Moon,  Joaafih  IferiDe, 
John  Nioholu,  AlBiutder  D.  Ort,  Jodah  PiAer, 
Fnndi  Praaton,  Robert  KotheifbTd,  Thomu  Soott, 
John  Smilie,  Jenroiili  Smith,  Thomu  3prigg,  Tbo- 
uaa  TradwaU,  Philip  Via  Cortlaodt,  Abraham  Vin- 
aUs,  Fnnd*  Walker,  Beqamin  Willianu,  Riohaid 
Wiim,  aod  Jon^  Winittm. 

Ordtrtd,  That  the  farther  cacaideration  of 
Um  Hid  amendmentB  be  pat  off  till  to-morrow, 

SiTiiBniT,  June  7. 
Mr.  ToaTonBB  moved  thut  saoh  membera  as 
hid  reodved  their  pay  Dp  to  Moodaj  next,  and 
then  absented  themselves,  ahonld  he  ordered 
next  aeesioii  to  return  as  much  u  they  had  re- 
oeived  fbr  the  days  when  absent  The  motion 
WM  ordered  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

MoiTDiT,  Jane  9. 

T.gifiraT.  Bbbtok  (from  Sooth  Carolina)  a^ 
peared,  prodnoed  his  credentials,  and  tooE  his 
seat  in  the  Honw ;  the  oath  to  mpport  the  Con- 
stitntion  of  the  Uiuted  Btatee  being  first  sd- 
jninistered  to  him  hy  Ur.  Seuxta,  according 
to  law. 

Hr.  Bbstor  (^«m  Sooth  Oarolina)  Informed 
the  Spkakks,  that  he  hod  been  prevented  by 
indispodtjon  in  his  Qunily,  and  a  long  voyage, 
fnmi  att«iidinK  his  dntv  sooner  in  that  ITonse. 
This  was  theoay  of  a^oormuent,  and  he  wish- 


ed t«  inform  the  House,  that  he  shoold  decllno 
receiving  pay  for  his  travelling  eipenses,  or  at- 
tendance. He  was  not  willing  to  qualify  himself 
this  day,  anleag  it  oould  be  noted  on  the  ^nmali 
that  he  bad  retiued  any  compensation.  He  took 
the  oath. 

A  meesage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
Hoase,  that  the  Senate  having  oompleted  the 
Legislative  hndness  before  them,  are  now  abont 
to  a^jonm  until  the  first  Monday  in  Novem^ 
ber  next:  Wberetipon,  Ur.SpEAKEBB^jonnied 
the  House  nntil  the  first  Monday  in  November 


*  Hr.  JelbiKHindcnBdliliplHa(ir6e(intai7cf  Stttatt 
Uu  and  of  Uila  Mnton,  ud  wu  ineMaded  bjr  Mr.  Edmund 
Budolph,  tt  TlrglnlL  Of  tha  nalgiutlon  ud  olunoter  It 
Mr.  Jsfltoiwn,  Mirehil]  tbni  tfttki  \  "  TUt  gintlemiB 
vithdrvw  tnm  poUtlu]  itttlos  ftt  ■  momant  vhan  ha  itood 
putianlarij  hl^  in  tba  Htaam  of  Idi  wnuilrTinaiL  Hk  fliad 


|i*r91nrttM*;tbe  a^otUXm  irtilehkt 
pOMtM  Id  T«tu4t«9nat  SiIBIb;  and  tha  popnlul^tl 
Ui  g^nloH  napHf'W'ha  OoaMMaUoa  of  tba  nil  tad  BMtM ; 
hud  davntad  to  Um  thtt  Immaiue  putf  whca*  MntlBual* 
war*  >app«*d  to  comport  with  Ui  OB  moot  01  ill  rftlMM  Is- 
tamtlng  anl^esB.  To  tb*  oppcalU  partj  ha  had,  of  aonm, 
baaome  partlooliilr  nueeaplahla.  Bnt  th«  pnbUatien  ol 
hit  <»rre>tHiDdani»  with  tha  Fraooh  mlnlitar,  &mw<,  Sa- 
dpatad  mDah  of  tha  prtjadlea  vhleh  had  been  eidlsd  aplnat 
him.  Ba  had.  in  that  oorn^Kmdanoa,  malntalnad,  wU^ 
peat  ablU^,  the  oplnlou  ambnoBd  bj  tha  Fadenl[iti  aa 
Ihoae  polnta  of  dlffirenDa  which  had  arlHB  between  tte 
two  EepntdUa,  and  whleh,  harlng  beooma  imlvanaUj  tha 
nljeotg  of  dlscnMlon,  had  in  lome  meanare  dlialpated  th««a 
loidca  an  which  paitlM  h*d  pravloiul;  dlrlded. 
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THIRD  CONGRESa-SECOND  SESSION. 


HELD  IN  THE   CITT  OF  PHILADELPHIA,  NOTEUBEK  S,    IT»4. 


PKOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


Th«  Iblloving  Seiuton  appMied,  utd  took 
thdrsMta: 


JoKS  LAiraimir  and  Sunm.  LirxxvoBX,  from 
Kaw  Hampahir«. 

OiOBSi  Oabot,  from  ICaseacbowtta. 

OuTXB  Eluwobth,  from  ConDeoticut, 

Thsodobs  Fostes,  from  Rhode  Island. 

Voan  Robinson,  from  Yermont. 

RuFCB  Kino,  from  New  York. 

RoBKBT  UoBBm,  from  Pemwjlyania. 

JoHB  Brown,  from  Eentncl^. 

Baa^AMiN  Hawkotb,  from  North  Carolina. 

The  nmnber  assembled  sot  being  Bofficient  to 
oonstitDte  a  quorum  to  do  bnsiiieBS,  the  Senate 
k^jonrned  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

TniBDAT,  November  4. 
The  Senate  aaeembled :  preaent  a> 


MOHSAI,  NOTKUBBB  10. 

Hie  Benate  anembled ;  preaent  aa  OQ  the  7th ; 
and 

John  Amm,  Vioe  President  of  the  Fnited 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  attended. 

Ai.nriimgB  Iti.BTiN,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Juae  Jageboit,  from  the  State  of 
Georgia,  aererallj  attended. 

The  Domber  assembled  not  being  sufficient  to 
ootutitatA  ft  qnoram  to  do  bosiiieBS,  the  Senate 
a^onmed  to  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tdhiut,  November  11. 
The  Senate  asKmbled ;  preaent  as  yesterday ; 
and  ViLLuii  BKu>roBi>,  from  the  State  of 
Bhode  laland,  attended. 

iiasDXT,  November  17. 

The  Senate  assembled :  present  bb  on  Friday. 

The  ntunbo-  aaiembled  not  being  sufficient  to 

tonn  a  qownm,  Uie  Yicrn  Pbuideiit  was  re- 


qneet«d  by  th«  Senator*  prewnt,  to  write  a  lette 
to  each  of  the  absent  Senatois,  statii^  that  a 
f«H-Odght  has  already  ela{Md  withont  tbe  to- 
malion  of  a  Soiate,  and  nrging  tb«r  iiainulJMi 
attendanoe  aa  ueceeeary  to  enable  &>ngr«a  t» 
commence  the  bosinesB  of  tbe  aearitm. 
The  Sttiato  ai^oomed  to  1 1  o'clock  toHBonov 


TcBSDAT,  November  18. 

AarohBubk,  from  New  York,  appeared  to-d^, 
which  formed  a  qnomm,  and  enabled  the  Senaia 
to  proceed  to  hnsineeB. 

Ueasagea  were  accordingly  excbaoged  hetwea 
the  two  Houses,  and  a  joint  committee  was  tp- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  ntniDKBT  tatam  Vsnwa 
Statu,  to  inform  him  that  a  qnoram  of  die  two 
Honsea  is  assembled,  and  are  ready  to  receive 
any  oommnnications  that  he  may  be  pleeeed  to 
make  to  them. 

Mr,  Ieabd,  JK»n  the  Joint  committee  apptrinted 
for  the  pnrpose,  reported  that  the  PBisiDEn 
wonld  meet  the  two  Eooses  in  the  Bepresmta- 
tives'  Chamber  at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

WiomBnAT,  November  19. 

JoHK  EowABDo,  from  Kentnoky,  this  day  at 
tended. 

The  Senate  agreeably  to  appointment  attended 
in  the  Honse  of  Represuitatives,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive the  Pscsmnn's  commnnicadons;  and, 
on  their  retnm,  the  Psestdent's  Speech  wis 
read,  as  follows : 

HBe»-Citiunt  <if  Oe  Saati,  tmd 

of  Hit  Bmue  of  RepnttMalictt  ; 
When  we  call  to  mind  tbe  gractooi  indnlgnce  (f 
Heaven,  by  wbkh  tha  American  peopls  becMne  a  i»- 
ti<ni ;  when  we  »orjey  the  gene™!  proqjerity  rf  am 
country,  and  look  forwarl  to  the  ncbea,  power,  ud 
h^tpineaa,  to  which  it  *eems  deatined ;  with  <in  decp- 
Mt  regnt  do  I  announce  to  ym,  that,  during  your  n- 
oeu,  lomG  of  the  dtiaiu  of  the  United  SUt«  ban 
been  ftnnd  capable  of  as  innimicCioii.  It  ii  do^ 
howSTtt,  to  tbe  character  of  oar  GoTtnunent,  and  te 
it*  (tabili^,  which  cannot  be  ihaken  h;  the  ■-«■">''«' 
of  (xder,  &«e]y  to  nnfoU  Um  eonne  of  thii  n«Bl 
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lamuam. 


During  tb«  taaaa  of  dw  jtT  ona  thonmnd  mt«o 
hnndred  (ad  uiiM^,  It  wM  expedient  to  oieiein  tbe 
Ltf^slsiJTa  power,  gnuited  bj  the  ConiHtathia  i^  the 
United  Stfttei,  "  to  Iftj  and  cdleet  exdna."  In  a 
mijori^  of  Dm  Statea,  aearcelj  bd  ottJedioD  wai 
bewd  to  thia  mode  of  taxation.  In  tome,  indeed, 
alanni  teib  at  firat  coneeired,  nntit  thej  vera 
baniahed  ij  raaaoii  and  patriolian.  In  tbe  four 
meCnu  eoontiei  erf'  PennijlTania,  a  prejudice,  foHtered 
■nd  embittered  bj  the  tutifice  of  men,  who  labored 
ibr  an  aaoeadencT  over  the  wfll  rf  othen,  by  the 
fnidaiice  of  thur  painons,  produced  rjmptoi 


an  appanot  aoqnieaaaDce  ;  and,  to  yield  to  tbe  trea- 
aonaUe  ftuy  of  ao  amall  a  pctHoo  of  the  tinhad  StaM 
wonld  be  to  lidate  Ae  fiuKhnMntal  priodple  of  our 
cooititation,  vhioh  eigoia*  that  the  will  of  tbe  ma- 
joritj  aball  jnevaiL  On  tbe  other,  to  amy  dtlaeti 
againit  citizen,  to  pabliah  tbe  diahonor  of  aucb  ex- 
cesflea,  to  ennmnter  the  expenae,  and  other  embairasa- 
meala,  of  so  diatant  an  aipe(Utioa,  wen  itapa  too 
delioate,  too  oloasl;  interwoTea  with  mmnj  affecting 
be  li^ttlj  adiqited.  I  paatpaned, 
"*"        "'"'     '  amediatelv 


It  ii 


did  not  hesitate 
vne  preaentsd ;  and  to  relieve  them,  a<  fkr  ai  jnitioe 
dictated,  or  general  oonrenience  woijd  permit  But 
die  impieaiion  which  tlita  moderatian  made  on  &» 
dbconteDted,  did  not  correspond  with  what  it  do- 
■rred.  The  arta  of  delnson  were  no  longer  con- 
fined to  tbe  effort!  of  dedgnins  indiridnals.  Tbe  rery 
Gubearance  to  preaa  prosecnfloni  waa  mi^terpreted 
into  B  fear  of  nrginj;  the  eiecntion  of  the  Uw< ;  and 
anonadana  erf'  men  begun  to  denonnce  threats  againit 
the  oOcen  ecQployed.  Fnim  a  belief,  the!,  by  a 
DOrefbmialconcert,  their  operation  might  be  defeated, 
eartain  aalf-created  societies  asetuned  ttie  tone  of  con- 
deaiMtion.  Hence,  while  the  greater  part  of  Pencaf  t 
Tula  Itaelf  were  conformbig  themielTes  to  the  acts 
of  eidie,  a  few  conntiea  were  resolved  to  Anitrale 
them.  It  was  now  perceived,  that  every  eiipecCation 
from  tbe  tendsmeu  which  bad  been  hitherto  pnnned 
was  nnavailiuA  and  that  farther  deUy  oould  only 
create  an  opinion  of  impolency  or  irresolntion  in  tbe 
Qoveroment.  Legal  proceaa  was  tberefore  delifsied 
Id  the  Hanhal  againat  the  rioters  and  deHnqoent 
diadllers. 

No  aooner  waa  he  luideratood  to  be  engaged  in  tliia 
dn^,  than  the  vengeance  of  armed  men  was  aimed 
at  Ui  penoD,  and  the  peraon  and  proper^  of  the 
Inspector  of  the  Revenue.  Tbey  fired  iipon  the 
Hsishal,  arrested  him,  and  detained  him,  lor  some 
time  as  a  prisiKHr.  He  waa  obliged,  hy  the  jeopardy 
of  his  life,  to  renounce  the  service  of  other  process,  on 
Hie  west  ride  of  tbe  Alleghany  Mountain ;  and  a  depu- 
tation ma  anerwards  sent  to  him  to  demand  ■  snr- 
ntider  of  that  which  be  had  served.  A  nnmerons 
body  repeatedly  attacked  the  houas  of  tbe  Intpeotor, 


Both  of  Ibeae  offlcara,  from  a  just  regard  to  their 
mA^,  fled  to  tbe  seat  of  Government ;  it  being 
avowed,  tliat  tbe  motives  to  siich  outrages  were  to 
ccpnel  the  reaignation  of  the  Innector ;  to  withstand 
by  force  of  aims  the  authority  of  the  United  Stales ; 
aiid  thereby  to  extort  a  repeal  of  the  laws  of  excise, 
and  ID  alteration  in  the  oondoot  of  Government. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  these  facts,  an  Aasooiate 
Justice  of  tbe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea 
notified  to  me  that  "  in  the  conndM  of  Waahuigtou 
■od  ADegbany,  in  Pecnsylvania,  hiws  of  the  United 
States  were  opposed,  and  the  eieontiaa  thereof  ob- 
Hmcted,  by  oombinations  too  powerful  to  be  mppreaaad 
by  ttie  ordinaTy  course  of  Jadlciol  proceedings,  or  by 
tbe  powen  vested  in  the  Marshal  of  that  distiict." 
On  this  call,  momentoos  in  tbe  extreme,  I  soogbt  and 
weighed  what  mi^t  best  subdue  th«  oriBii.  On  the 
one  hand,  the  Jndiciaiy  was  proDonnoad  to  be  stripped 
it  its  cdpaci^  to  enforce  the  laws ;  crimes,  wluch 
reached  the  very  existence  of  sodal  order,  were  per- 
petniled  without  control ;  tbe  friends  of  government 
were  Innlted,  abased,  and  overawed  into  nlanoe,  or 


therefbte,  tbe 


the  mOiti 


deluded,  and  to  convlnoe  the  malignant  of  tlMir  danger, 


My  ProelamadoD  of  the  Tth  of  August  la 
cordiDglyissned,  and  acecmpaDied  by  tbe  ap 
of  eommlB^onen,  wbo  ware  charged  to  repair  1 
scene  of  insurrection.  Tbey  were  aothoriied  to  con- 
fer with  any  bodise  of  men  or  individuala  They  ware 
instructed  to  be  candid  and  explicit  in  stating  the  sen- 
sations  which  had  1>een  exdtod  in  the  Executive,  and 
bis  earnest  wish  to  avoid  a  reaort  to  ooerdon;  to  rep- 
resent, however,  that,  withont  sabmisaion,  eoerolon 
suot  be  the  reaort ;  but  to  invito  them,  at  the  same 
time,  to  retain  to  the  demeaoor  of  bithfitl  dtitens, 
by  EQcb  aooommodations  as  lay  within  the  sphere  ef 
^ecatJTe  power.  Pardon,  too,  waa  tendered  to  tbam 
by  tbe  QovnnmenC  of  tbe  United  States,  and  that  of 
Pennsylvania,  upon  no  other  condition  than  a  satia- 
factoiy  anurance  of  obedienoe  to  the  laws. 

Althongh  the  report  of  tbe  oonuniasiooers  ma^a 
their  fiimness  and  abilitaes,  and  mnst  unite  all  virtu- 
ous men,  by  showing  that  the  means  of  conciliation 
have  been  eibansted,  ail  of  those  who  bad  oommitted 
or  abetted  the  tumolta  did  not  subscribe  the  mild  fbrm 
which  waa  propnaed  as  tbe  atonement ;  and  the  indi- 
cadoni  of  a  peaceable  tamper  wen  neither  nffldently 
general  nor  coneln^ve  to  reoommcnd  or  wanant  the 
further  suqieiidon  of  tbe  maitih  ef  tba  militia^ 

Tbns,  tbe  painiiil  attemativa  oodU  not  be  diaoaidad. 
I  ordered  the  militia  to  march — after  onoe  toon  ad- 
monishing the  iosnigenta,  m  my  Proclamation  of  tb* 
25lh  of  September  last. 

It  was  a  task  too  difficult  to  aaoertain  with  preciaioa 
the  lowest  degree  of  foioe  competent  to  the  quelling 
of  the  insuneotion.  From  a  reqwot,  Indeed,  to  eoono- 
my,  and  the  ease  ol  my  fellow-eilisenB  belonging  to 
tbe  militia,  it  wonld  have  gratified  ma  to  aocomplish 
such  an  eatimate.  My  very  relnctanoe  to  asoribe  too 
much  importanoe  to  the  oppodtion,  had  its  exMut  bam 
accurately  seen,  would  have  been  a  dedded  iiidn0»- 
menttotfae  amaUeet  efficient  numbers.  In  thisnncer- 
tainty,  therefne,  I  put  into  motion  fifteen  thoosaod 
men,  as  being  an  army  which,  aooording  to  all  human 
calcidatJon,  woold  be  prompt  and  adequate  in  iimrf 
view,  and  might,  perhaps,  by  nndaimg  teiiatanoe 
desperates  prevent  Che  eCHision  of  blood.  Quotas  had 
beeo  assigned  to  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Peno^l- 
vania,  Huyland,  and  Virgluia;  the  Qovsmor  of  Penn- 
sylvania bavii^  declared,  on  tUa  oooaalon,  an  ^nuiesi 
which  jnitiGed  a  requintian  to  the  other  States. 


will  tw  nbmitted  to  Congress,  it  will  not  escape  their 
observadon,  that  not  only  the  Inspector  of  the  Itav- 
enna,  but  other  ofGoora  of  the  United  States  in  Penn- 
sylvania, have,  firom  their  fideli^  in  the  discbaige  of 
their  ftmctions,  austainod  matenal  iqjnries  to  tbidr 
pR^r^.    The  obligntko  and  polioy  of  indiimnlftii^ 
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tDtlon  and  the  Uwt,  Tha  amonnt,  area  if  lU  the 
iqjimd  wan  iaelndad,  woold  not  be  great ;  and,  od 
taVan  •margaoeiM^  Um  Qonmment  «iniM  be  unplj 
r^ald  by  IM  InflnCDca  of  an  example,  that  he  lilro 
Inraii*  a  loai  In  iti  defeBoa,  diall  find  a  raoonwenae 
In  iti  Uboali^. 

WhDe  than  ii  eatua  to  lancet  that 
ddl  natni*  alMold  h>*«  diignuad  tbe  ii 
n^lad  tha  tnuiqiiniitj  of  anj  part  of  oar 
or  ibmld  haTB  dirnted,  to  a  new  appl 
portion  of  the  pablio  naoqtoei,  then  an  not  wantfi^ 
hnali 


antlal  conulatioiu  fbr  tba 
■ted,  that  OOT  pnwerity  n 
BmndaldoDi ;  hj  ftu^ihlng  an  additional  proof^  that 
mj  feUoir-citiania  undenlaod  tba  true  priaeiplsi  of 
goTammant  and  liberty;  thatthejfsel  ttxir  iucw- 
nble  miion;  that  notwithManding  all  the  deriiwi 
wtiioh  haie  been  wed  to  iwaj  tham  fimn  tb«r  intai^ 
■at  and  da^,  the;  an  now  aa  x—ij  to  maintain  tba 
■ntbotitr  or  the  lam  uaiut  lioendoo*  innaiooi,  aa 
thaj  wan  to  defend  tb&  luhti  agunit  nnupaliao. 
b  haa  been  a  ^aotaola,  dlq&ytng  to  the  highaat  ad- 
mntaga  die  Tahie  <tf  ]t«|ivbl((mn  gorammant,  to 
bdt^^moat  andtbeleMtwealtbjofoiirdtuiDu 
ainnding  In  the  nme  ranka,  ■«  priTate  aoldien,  pr 
aminanU^  dlati^niidied  by  being  tba  aimy  of  tl 
orautilnlian ;  nnaelemd  t^  a  mareb  of  three  bni 


died  miles  orar  ngged  moontalni,  by  the  apivaaah  of 
■n  iDolament  Maaoo,  or  by  any  other  disomu^ement. 
Nor  ought  I  to  omit  to  acknowledse  die  cffiGatioiu 
and  patriotio  co-operation  iridch  I  hare  eipeHeooed 
E^om  the  CUef  MagiMntea  of  the  State*  to  wMoh 
mj  nqnintiani  have  bean  addreawd. 

To  em?  deaeifatioo  al  dtlnna,  indeed,  let  pralie 
hasiven.  Bnt  let  uieinpenenra  in  their  aAotioaate 
tigilanoe  orer  that  prndooa  depOBtoir  of  Ameiioan 
bapfdneaa,  tfw  Coutitntian  of  the  United  Statea 
Let  them  cheiidt  it,  too,  (or  the  lalce  of  thoie  who, 
ftom  every  dime  an  duly  weklng  a  dwelHiig  In  onr 
land.  And  when,  in  the  calm  momenti  of  nflection, 
Otej  ihall  haTe  letraoed  the  origin  and  pn^raia  of 
the  iiuomctiDn,  let  tliem  detenaine  whether  it  baa 
not  bwa  tbmanted  by  eomlHDationi  of  mm,  who, 
«airieM  of  oonaaqtWDOBa,  and  diangaiding  tba  nn- 
enicig  troth  diat  thoaa  irtio  roma  cannot  uwaja  ap- 


Tbeintdligeaoe&cm  the  acwy  under  the  command 
of  Oaneral  Wayne  ia  a  happy  preaue  to  onr  military 
oparationa  agamat  tha  hoatlla  Iu£ana  nortii  of  tha 
Ohia>  From  the  advicei  which  have  bees  forwarded, 
die  advanoe  which  he  haa  made  mnat  have  dttmped 
the  ardor  cf  the  e&Titgea,  and  weakened  thur  obati- 
naoy  in  waging  war  agalnat  the  United  Statei.  And 
jat,  eran  at  thia  lata  boor,  whan  onr  power  to  poaiah 
dMoneanDOt  beqoMtitnwdiWaahallaot  be  nnwilliDg 
to  cement  a  laMiu;  peM«,  np<xi  teima  of  candor, 
aqni^,  and  good  ndghborhood. 

Towaida  none  of  the  Indian  tribea  ha*e  overtnraa 
of  &ieodahip  been  qiared.  The  Cieeki,  in  partfcnhu-, 
are  coTared  from  encmacluaaDt  by  the  inteipoiilion 
of  tba  General  Gorermnent,  and  that  (/  Qeorf^ 
From  a  deain,  alio,  to  remove  the  diacontenU  of  tha 
Six  Kationa,  a  aettlement  meditated  at  Pnaqa'iale,  on 
Lake  Eti^  haa  been  mqiaoded ;  and  an  agent  U  now 


tx 


yanndB 
a.    B«t  I 


^Mn  pnarinc  ^sa  Toar  de 
I  neommeMed  at  UM  laat  ^ 

maot  of  hamony  with  all  ^  Indiana  vithm  tm 
limila,  by  the  filing  and  oondnotiiK  ef  tndii^  heiwa 
Qpon  tha  piino^Jea  then  eipreneC 


niary  leaoimea,  ao  aa  to  open  til 
plan  for  tha  redemptirai  at  the  pnbtio  dabL  It  it 
believed  that  the  reaolt  li  mch  aa  to  euxHirage  Ca- 
gnaa  to  ootunmmate  thia  woA  withoat  lialay.  Not^ 
ing  can  mora  promote  the  peimaneat  wdfiu«  <^  tta 
nuian,  and  nothing  would  be  mora  gratefbl  to  oB 
conititDenta.  Indeed,  whataoever  1*  nnfinlahnd  rf  o» 
iyrtem  of  pabUo  oivdit,  ouioot  be  benifted  by  {vd- 
oiaadnation ;  and,  aa  fkr  aa  may  be  practicaUe,  w« 
□n^t  to  plaoa  that  ei«dit  on  gmnndi  irtiich  easnol 
be  diitarbed,  and  to  pierent  that  progreaaJTe  aocman- 
lation  of  debt,  which  moat  oltimately  eodaoga  aB 

An  eatimata  of  the  neoeaM^  appropriatiiai^  iadnd- 
iog  the  ezpenditnrei  into  which  we  have  boen  drrrei 
bj  the  innmotioQ,  will  ba  mbmltted  to  C    „ 
G.  WASHINati 

UnnD  Sitxm,  Xatembtr  19,  lT9t. 

Ordatd,  That  Venra.  Eno,  Eluw<wi^ 
and  IuBi\  be  &  oommittee  to  rt^rt  tbe  drd 
of  an  Address  to  the  Psasmsm  ov  tbb  TTmv 
SiAisst  in  answer  to  bis  Speech  this  day  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress. 

TsmB>AT,  NoTiunber  90. 

Ur.  Eino,  from  the  oommittee,  reported  » 
Address  to  the  pBasnnur  or  the  Unitkd  Svaih, 
in  reply  to  bis  Speech  of  the  IBtb  to  both  Hodsh 
of  Oongrees,  whlob  wm  read. 

Ordnvd,  That  to-morrow  be  aasigited  to  take 
this  report  into  oonuderstdon. 

Fridat,  November  81. 
The  Senate  t^ok  into  coDdderation  Hm  Tsport 
of  the  oommittea  in  reply  to  the  ^leecdi  ot  tte 
Pbuidknt  or  ths  UNrran  Brans  to  boA 
Houses  of  Oongrees  at  the  opening  of  the  seeeicm ; 
■nd  it  was  agraed  to  onnsider  tlie  report  in  pv*- 
grapba. 

On  motiou  of  Vr.  Busb,  seconded  by  Ur. 
JjtOKBOM,  to  ezpQDge  these  words : 
ailatng  fmn  Aa  r 
I   lawa  in  die  w 


of  certain  aalf-oraated  looiedea,  n  

and  admini(trati<m  of  &»  Qoremment ;  prnriiiiiliini. 
In  DOi  at^mheaidon,  foondad  in  polltioal  emo,  oaloa- 
lated,  if  not  intended,  to  dtaciganiia  onr  OowramaM, 
and  which,  by  inqdring  demnve  hope*  of  aunor^ 
hare  bean  hdoential  in  mialnaiting  oar  tallow-citiMa 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  to  amend  the  psrtgr^ih  reqwt*- 
ing  the  army,  under  the  oommand  of  Qeoenl 
Wsyne,  to  be  read  aa  follows: 

"  The  pleaann  with  wUeh  we  laam  the  KMaas  rf 
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Ab  Wntmi  Aini7  nndar  tha  oomnumd  of  GeDen! 
'Wayne,  ii  uihuMMkl  bj  the  hopa,  thkt  Ibeir  Tkttoriw 
irin  Uj  the  fonDdation  <£  ■  jut  ud  dnimUe  peaoe 
irith  the  Indlui  tribei :" 

It  paased  in  tbe  negative. 

On  motion  to  strike  oat  of  the  paragrqih  n- 
^eotlng  ^eWeetern  Armj,  the  wordE^  "Oene- 
nl  BDd,"  it  pased  in  the  negatiTe. 

And  Hie  several  paragraphB  reported  bv  tbe 
oomioittAe  being  agraed  to,  the  report  wag  adopt- 
ed, aa  followB : 

Sa :  Wa  nodve  irith  pleuim  tout  Speeoh  to  the 
two  Hooaei  of  Coogrtm.  la  it  wa  percetre  tmewed 
pioob  of  (hat  vigilant  and  pBtemal  Doncem  (br  the 
pronarit;,  honor,  and  bipplneu  d  our  oonnti7, 
irhioh  hai  noifwnilj  diatinguiahad  jonr  paat  admin- 


X^enniylvanis,  has  been  increued  b;  the  pTT>ceed!iiga 
of  oeitsin  ■alf-cmted  aodetiei,  relatire  to  the  lain 
Mad  admimatralioa  or  Ae  Giovenimant ;  proceedings, 
Is  our  appr^hminoii,  (bnoded  in  polilii»l  error,  oalcn- 
lated,  if  Dot  intended,  to  diaorgacbe  oor  Oovarnment, 


In  a  aitoatioo  ao  dalioate  and  important,  the  lenieiit 
Bad  penoaalTe  meaanrei  whish  yon  adapted  merit  and 
THxIveooraftctionate^prDbation.  XheMb[liDBlo 
produce  their  )wapar  effect,  and  coeroioo  bBviog  be- 
oome  inevitable,  we  have  derived  the  highest  satit- 
fkttioD  (iom  the  enli^tened  patriotiam  and  uiinuit- 
iag  nal  with  which  tba  dtiieM  of  New  Jeney,  Penn- 
^vaida,  Haijland,  and  Tirf^a,  have  milled  around 
tliB  itandard  of  Qoramment,  in  oppodtion  to  anaichy 


Out  warm  and  cordial  aoknowledgmenia  are  doe  to 
joa,  lir,  fbi  the  wiidoai  and  deraaon  with  which  jaa 
mntjti  the  miiitia,  to  execute  the  pnblia  wilt ;  and 
to  Aam,  for  the  duinteieitadneu  and  alaoritj  with 
which  they  obeyed  yonr  annunoni, 

The  example  ia  predooa  to  the  theory  of  oar  Gov- 
ffimmmt,  .nJ  oonFeia  the  brightest  himar  npon  the 
pabiota  who  have  given  it 

Ve  ahaU  leadiW  ooBcnr  In  anch  farther  proviiiona 
tw  the  aeeoii^  of  Internal  paaoe  and  a  dne  obedience 
to  dte  lawa,  a*  the  ocoaaion  maiJ&«dy  raqnirea. 

Tlie  eSbctaial  Mgauixatitm  of  tbe  miUda,  and 
nndaiit  attention  to  the  IbrtifloatiODa  of  onr  porta  aod 
taibon,  are  anUaoti  of  great  natknal  importanae, 
■ad  tcoetliar  witn  the  o^er  meenirea  yon  have  been 
ideMed  to  Tecomioei^  will  receive   cor  daliberate 


The  an 


m.  ine  pwimii  wjhi  wuwu  wb  ■ukuwwwi^jv 
fita  of  that  gallant  Qeneral  and  army,  la  en- 
by  the  h)^  that  thur  victniea  will  lay  the 
)«  of  a  niit  and  dnrabla  peace  with  the 


B^ian  tribal. 

At  a  period  ao  nxKnentou  in  the  a&in  of  naticna, 
die  temperate,  jn^  and  fiiin  poUcy  that  yon 
pomwd,  in  reject  to  fcnign  powers,  ha*  beei 
BBDlly  oalonlated  to  pcomatB  the  great  and  ea 
IntBieit  of  oar  oonntry,  and  has  created  tba  : 


Ordered,  Th^  the  committee  who  prepared 
the  Addresa  wtut  on  the  PBiairaHT  of  thh 

TTmitrd  States,  and  dedre  him  to  Etoqnaint  tiie 
Senate  at  what  time  and  plom  it  will  be  most 
conveoient  for  him  that  it  should  be  presented. 
Ur.  Kisa  reported,  from  tlie  oommittee,  tbat 
the;  hod  waited  on  the  FamiiixnT  or  thx 
UNirxD  States,  and  that  he  wonld  receive  the 
Address  of  tbe  Senate  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock, 
at  his  own  boose. 

Batusdat,  November  33. 

The  Senate  waited  on  the  FaBsiDiirT  ov  thb 
UsTTSD  Btateb,  and  the  Vio«  PnsBiDKifT,  in 
their  name,  presented  the  Address  agreed  to  on 
the  2lBt  instant. 

To  which  the  Pbesidint  or  tee  ITiniXD 
Statw  was  pleased  to  make  the  Mowing  r^i^: 


Among  Che  oooadona  wU«h  ba*«  been  afllMdad  fbf 
iiprei^g  my  sense  of  tbe  lealooa  and  steadflwt  eo- 
cperatian  of  me  Senate,  in  tbe  maiatenaQce  of  Govem- 
lent,  none  h*«  yet  ownured  more  ftocibly  demi  " 
"~  '      '         '   '     lenti  than  tbe  pm 

of  npright  inlantlaas,  it 


salisfactiOD,  therefore,  nhStih  arlaes  from  an  nn- 
altarable  attachment  to  pnblic  order,  do  I  learn,  that 
the  Senate  diioonntanaace  thoae  [soceedinga,  which 
wonld  arrogate  the  direction  of  our  aflUra,  without 
any  degree  of  anthority  derived  &om  &v  peojile. 

'■"---  boon  more  thao  once  the  lot  of  onr  Govem- 
be  thrown  into  new  and  delicate  ntoations ; 
and  of  these,  the  inmneotion  has  not  been  the  least 
important.  Hinng  baen  compelled  at  length  to  lav 
adde  my  repngnanoe  to  reaort  to  arms,  I  derive  nnuih 
happiness  from  beins  oonSnnfld  by  yoar  jndgment  in 
the  necessity  of  decisive  measnrei,  and  ftom  the  aap- 
port  of  my  fellow-aitizeas  ct  the  mOilia,  who  were 
thepatrioUc  instramenta  <^  that  necessity. 

With  inch  demonstralaaiu  cf  afiection  Ibr  out  cod- 
•titntlon ;  with  an  adeqnate  organiaatlon  of  the 
militia ;  with  the  eatablishmeat  of  neoessaiy  fbrtifi- 
cationa ;  with  a  contlaaanoe  of  those  jndicioni  and 
^irited  eiertdona  which  have  bronght  victory  to  onr 
Westem  Army ;  with  a  dne  attsntioD  to  pnbho  credit 
and  an  munlUed  honor  towards  all  nations ;  wa  may 
meet,  nnder  eveiy  assonnce  of  success,  our  enemies 
from  within  and  Bum  withooL 

G.  WASHINGTOlf. 

The  Senate  retnmed  to  their  own  Oliambw, 
and  then  adjoorned. 

UoHDAT,  November  34. 


WsDNxesAT,  Novemtier  SO. 
John  Kbbbt,  from  Maryland,  and   Jaub 
Robs,  from  Pennsylvania,  severally  attended. 

Fiim*Y,  November  38. 

Stephss  B.  Beadlit,  from  Vermont,  and 

OAua  Stboko,  from  Uitssaohnsettai  serenJly 

attended. 
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TimDiiT,  DMMDber  9. 
BtOHtBD  Porra,  from  Ifuyland,  fttt«nded  b>- 

Tbuscdat,  Deoamber  11. 


UoMDAT,  December  IS. 
B/TEPBxn  Ifix  MnoHiLL,  from  ComiMtioiit, 
attendwl  to-day. 

UoNDAT,  December  29. 
HiHBT  TuBwELL,  ^p<»Dt«d  aSoDator  bjrtlM 
State  of  Virgioia,  io  tlie  place  of  Johk  Tatlok, 
reaigDed,  produced  his  credentials,  which  were 
rea^  and  the  Viob  PviBn>Kirr  adininiatered  to 
him  the  oath  required  bj  lav,  and  he  toon  his 
•Mt  in  the  SenateL 

Fbtoaz,  Febmary  SO. 

The  Yiox  Pbkidbit  being  absent,  the  Senate 
{n-oceeded  to  the  elecUon  of  a  Presidbnt  pro 
tempore,  aa  the  oon«titntion  provide^  and  Sam- 
un.  Ijtbbmobb  waa  dol;  elected ;  wIm,  declin- 
ingthe  ifipointment, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Hihbt 
Taxbwsll  to  that  office. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the 
Fbbsidbnt  of  tob  Uhitbd  Statu,  and  notiJ^ 
him  of  the  election  of  Ur.  Taziwkix  to  be  Prk- 
■IDKNT  of  the  Senate  jira  leirq)ore. 

SATcm>AT,  Febniary  3S. 

HBtiST  Latweb,  from  the  State  of  Delaware, 

In  place  of  Oeobqs  Rkaii,  resigned,  attended, 

and  produced  his  credeotiaJa,  which  were  read ; 


XmsDAT,  Uaroh  8. 


litaifae  Umltd  Aatat  efA 

lemUai,  tmv-tkirA  o/ ialk  Be 

tbs  IbUowing  ariiclB  bs  pioptMcd  to  the 

of  tfae  MTSnl  StatBi,  u  u  '■n™*'""  st  \am  t.^ 

■titotion  of  tlw  United  Stktu,  vMcb,  wbm  ntiU 

by  thne-fbnrtlu  of  tbe  lud  Le^Ulatsrc^   Aall  bi 

nlid  u»  put  of  tbe  nid  coDititiitiao,  to  wit : 

"That  tha  turn  far  which  cka  ntemlMn  ^  b 
Senate  and  Hoqm  of  BepmentMiTea  of  dia  ncd 
Cmgren  arc  or  diall  Iw  cnoseo  dull  ez^re  no  tka 
8nt  daj  of  June  nait  Rillowli^  Ae  thiid  day  J 
March,  on  which  it  woDld  bare  «qi(nd  ir  thia 
meat  to  the         


TnuDAT  Evxanra,  Marcb  S. 

A  mcwage  from  tbe  Honaerf  R 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  I 
finished  the  bnaiiNM  of  the  iMWon,  are  aboK 
U>  a^foam. 

Ordered,  That  Hesns.  Iusd  and  Hcmmb  ba 
a  committee,  Jointly,  with  meb  oommittee  ■■ 
the  Honse  ta  BepresentatiTeB  may  q>p<nDt  <■ 
their  part,  to  'wait  on  the  Pbbbi>knt  ov  m 
UnrniD  Statsb,  and  mform  l>im  thst  Coagnm 
is  ready  to  a^onm  without  day,  nnleaa  be  mt^ 
hare  any  farther  oammnnicationa  to  moke. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  acqtiaint  tfa 
Hoose  of  BepreeentatiTee  therewith,  and  deaia 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  their  paiL 

A  meeease  from  the  Hoose  of  RepreeentatiTta 
informed  tbe  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  t^ 
poiated  a  joint  committee  on  their  part  to  wait 
on  the  PuaiDKKT  at  th>  Fnitkd  SxAna,  and 
inform  him  that  OonBTeea  is  ready  to  adjoani. 

Ur.  IzABD  reported,  from  the  joint  otHnmitte^ 
that  they  had  wuted  on  the  PsBaiDEsr  <i»  ihb 
IJNiTXI>8TATEB,irhoinft>nned  them  tliat  hehad 
no  ftirtlier  commnnicationa  to  make  to  CongreM 
during  this  Marion.    Whereupon,  it  was 

SnolMd,  That  the  Senate  a^orn  withont 
day. 


EXECUTIVE  JOURNAL. 


THE  TENTH  SESSEON  OF  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UIHTED  STATES,  CONVENED  ( 
MONDAY,  JUNE  8,  1796. 

MoHDAT,  Jone  8, 1786. 
Poratant  to  a  call  from  the  \ 
TTitiTBD  Statsb,  in  a  oircnlar  addressed  to  the 
■everal  Benatot^  informing  each  that  "  cert^n 
matters  tJinching  the  pnblic  good  required  that 
the  Senate  shoald  be  convened  on  the  above 
day,  at  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  Philadelphia, 
then  and  there  to  receive  and  deliberate  on  snch 
oommanicatioDs  sa  he  shall  then  make  to  them ;" 
the  Senate  assembled  accordingly. 


JoBir  Adams,  Vice  President  of  tiie  TJnited 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

From  Ne»  HampeKire. — 3ohk  Labomv  and 
Bamttsl  Litkbhoxb. 

Fron  JtaetaekiteetU. — Oalss  SnoKO  ud 
Gborob  Oabot. 

From  Vermont. — Moen  BoBonoir. 

From  Canneetievt. — OimcB  EuAwtniH  wui 
JoNATKAit  Tbuvbitu. 


.  Goot^lc 
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DKBATB8  OF  CONGBXSS. 

DtforUd  Slara  i/flie  Beeobitiim. 


From  Shade  A^mtZ.— Thxoi>obe  Fobtxb  and 
Vtuiui  BsAsvoBS. 

From  Nan  Yorh. — Euma  EiHa  and  Auion 

BOBB. 

FVimt  New  Jertey. — John  Ruthbbvord. 

From  Penn*yltania.—ii3ai  Boes  and  Wn- 
IJAU  BnfliBAic. 

Fr»m  Delaware. — HKnxT  L&tihsb. 

From  Maryland. — Biohiad  Potts. 

From  Virgmia. — Hbnkt  Tazewkij.  and  Btb- 
TSNS  Thomsok  Vabos. 

F^om  K»ntwihg. — Johh  Bsowit  and  Hinc- 
PHKBI  Kakbbaii. 

FVom  North  Carolma. — Alkzabdeb  Mastin 
and  TiHOTOT  BtooDwoKtH. 

FromSonUi  Garolina. — Jacob  Bxas. 

JVom  Otorgia.—-ZunA  Jaoksoit, 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  STBtmo  and  Mr.  Laitodon 
be  ft  fntniuittM  to  wut  on  the  PBtanxm  ov 
THB  nBiTKD  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  qno- 
Twa  of  the  S<uat«  is  assembled,  and  read^  to 
reoMYe  any  oommonioatioiiH  he  maj  be  pleased 
to(nak«. 

Mr.  Stbomo  reported,  from  the  oommittee, 
that  they  hod  waited  ou  the  Px>80>ent  of  the 
IJnTKD  Stath,  and  that  he  ioformed  them  he 
iroold  make  aome  commnnioations  to  the  Sen- 
ate inunediatelj. 

TnBBDAT,  Jane  9. 

PiBBcn  BcTuu,  from  the  State  of  Sonth 
Oarolina,  and  Fhkdbhiok  FBKLnrauutHBM,  from 
the  Stale  of  New  Jersey,  Heverallj  attended. 

Jaus  QnHiT,  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  pro- 
dooed  his  Dredentiata,  and,  the  DBoal  oath  being 
administered,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

FmnAT,  Jane  19. 
Jobs  Hebsx,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 


Satubdat,  JnnelS. 

EujAH  FAim,  from  the  State  of  Vermont, 

prodnced  his  credentials,  and  the  UHnal  oath 

being  adminietered,  he  took  his  seat  in  the 


MoHDAT,  Jone  Iff. 

3<xs  Vnors,  fr«m  the  State  of  Delaware, 
attended. 

The  8«oate  reennted  the  consideration  of  the 
Treety,  oommnnicated  by  the  Fxbbidbiit  or  tee 
Uinm>  Staixs,  with  his  Message  of  the  8th 
instant;  and,  after  progress,  the  Saute  ad- 
journed. 

WzDBEBDAT,  Jmie  17. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideration  of  the 


r  THE  UmTED  States,  __  , ,._ 

instant,  and  after  discDKion  on  the  remuning 


article^  a 


IS  made  and  seconded,  that 


^*  ReMolvtd,  (^tw^-thirdv  of  1^  Senato  cODcorring 
tbanin,)  That  tbgy  do  oaannt  to,  and  xtriH  the 
Preddent  of  the  United  Statei,  to  ntify  the  Treatr 
of  AmitT,  Commerae,  utd  Navigatli»i,  betveea  Hi> 
Britaanic  H^jea^  uid  the  United  States  dT  Ameiica, 
oonclndcd  at  LoDdon,  tfa«  19th  day  of  Norember, 
179t,  on  (KHidition  that  there  be  added  to  the  mid 
Traa^  an  article  whereby  it  afaall  b«  agreed  to  n»- 
pend  the  ofen/itm  ol  h>  nmdi  of  the  ISth  article  u 
n^ect*  dia  trade  wUch  Ma  laid  Hqea^  thereby 
oanaenttmq' be  Earried  on  between  the  United  State* 
and  his  laloiida  in  tbe  West  Indies,  in  the  manDor, 
and  on  the  tenoe  and  couditione  therein  ipecified 

"And  the  Senate  recemmend  to  tbe  Fnnddiit,  to 
proceed,  withcnt  delay,  to  further  friendly  awotiationB 
with  HLi  Majei^,  on  the  snbjeot  of  the  said  trade, 
and  of  the  terma  and  oonditions  in  qnestioa.'' 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed,  that  this  motion 
lie  for  cunsideraUon  nntil  to-morrow.* 

Monday,  Jnue  22. 
The  Vice  Pbbsidekt  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretorr  for  the  Department 
of  State,  with  a  "list  of  tke  negroes,  to  which 
the  correspondence  between  the  Commoader- 
iD-«hief  of  the  Amerioan  Army  and  Sir  Gny 
Oarleton  relates; "  which  was  read,  and,  wiUi 
the  document  referred  to,  ordered  to  lie  (m 
the  table. 

'Wedhisdai,  Jnne  34. 
D^orUd  Slatiei  of  th«  Smolvtion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qubm,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Read,  aa  follows: 

"  Wheieai  it  ii  olloged  by  diven  American  dti- 
umo,  that  negioei,  and  other  property,  to  a  consider- 
able amotiDt,  were  carried  away,  in  contraTention  d 
the  leTeDth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Feaoa  betwMH 
the  United  Statei  and  His  Britannio  TA^attj: 

Rttelmd,  That  the  Senate  recommend  to  the  Pre- 
ndent  of  ibx  United  States,  to  renew,  W  friendly 
nif^ation  with  his  said  Majesty,  the  claims  of  tbe 
Amertoan  eiliiens,  to  compensation  (br  the  negroes 
and  oUmt  pieperty,  so  alleged  lo  have  been  carried 
away;  and  in  can  uw  diso^eement  that  has  bitbrato 
exited,  relatire  to  ibe  conatmction  in  thU  behalf  at 
the  said  article,  cannot  be  remored  by  candid  and 
amicable  discnuions,  that  it  be  proposed,  as  a  msas- 
ure  calcelated  to  oberish  and  oonfimi  the  good  nnder- 
Btanding  and  friendship  which  it  is  dedred  may  pre- 


TlM  TatJflotloD  of  the  Treaty,  with  the  Bxeeptlan  of  the 
IfUi  utlcl^  wu  by  the  Aillowlng  rate:  Tau-JTuirfc 
Knghim,  Bndtbrd,  Oebot,  Ellsworth,  Foater,  Fnllnghny- 
is.  ennn,  Henry,  Klsg,  Lattmer.  LiTsnnore,  Uuibill, 
f  Bine,  Potts,  Bead,  Kate,  Botlierftrd,  Btrong,  TrninbuU,  and 
Tlnlng— SO.    TTAia— Jfaaara.  Bloodwottlh  Brown,  Bbit,  Bnt- 

lekKm,  langdon,  Martin,  Uaaon,  Bohinaon,  and  Tase* 
wdl— 10.  TUa  eieepted  article  related  to  the  direct  tnde 
with  the  British  Waat  Indies;  and  the  rsoommendstlon 

to  the  olaose  of  ntMcsHon  waa  with  a  Tiaw  to  obtslit 
the  AiQ  ai^ejment  of  that  trade.  This  was  In  the  year 
ITH,  aad  the  abject  of  the  reconunendatlan  wai  not  ob- 
tained nntll  shoTe  thirty  ymis  Ihenafter,  and  onder  the 

lalratlon  of  Geneia]  Jaokaon. 
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ttTna^  <d iimtj,  Ccamana,  andNs*- 
IgUkci,  ktelr  ooBcbdad  betwaon  Ae  Umlad  SMm 
•od  hit  nid  HuaQr,  «4th  Mtliarint  to  MoarWii  and 
decide,  h  well  um  inteipntatifm  sr  the  Hid  wTOitb 
article  in  thii  re^mct,  u  Ukewiw  tke  anoant  <d  tbe 
loaaea  futained  bj  tbe  all«(i»d  Tiolntioi  of  the  uum. 
"  Bnt  the  Sanata  ara  of  (pinion  that  the  negotlatian 
on  thii  anbjact  aboald  ba  duduct  fiom,  and  mbas- 
qnnt »  AU  noMnmended  b;  theli  act  of  tha  a4th 
InMaot,  ntptatiag  the  tnd«  ud  inleniuwe  betwean 
the  Uuitad  Statoa  and  hii  nid  Miqaa^a  idandi  in 
the  Weit  iDdtaa." 


Thubsdat,  June  SS. 

The  motion  made  by  Mr,  Qrsir,  as  last  re- 
dted,  tmd  jesterdsj  referred  to  tliis  dar  for 
oonaideradon,  waa  rtaxmeA, 

On  motion  to  (Uvide  tbi«  motdon,  and  to 
agree  to  all  that  ia  contained  from  the  word 
"wA«rMM,"  to  the  word  "aani«,"  at  the  end  of 
the  flnt  paragraph  of  the  resolntion  inckdve, 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative — tsbs  27,  nay  I,  as 
folfowa: 

Teas. — Hatan.  BIuEham,  Bloodwortb,  Bradford, 
BRnm,  But,  Bntler,  Cabot,  Ellaworth,  Forter,  Fre- 
UngboTHD,  Gum,  Jackun,  Sji^,  LugdoD,  Latimar, 
LiTennore,  Manhall,  Martin,  Paine,  Potti,  Baad, 
Robiuion,  Boa*,  Rutherford,  Strong,  Tmrnboll,  and 

Mr.  Tanwell  TOtad  b  tha  nagatiTe.* 
The  veaa  and  naja  were  required  hj  one-fifth 
of  the  Senators  preaent. 

Thoaa  who  voted  in  the  aAimatiTe,  ara— Heaoi. 


Bl^am,  Bndfbrd,  Botler,  Cabot,  EUsvorth,  Foatar, 
FreUDgba7»ii,  Qimn,  King.  Latimer,  liTtnnare, 
Paioa,  Potta,  Read,  Rim,  Rntheribrd,  Strong,  Tmni- 
boll.  and  Vnung. 

licBa  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — Mesoa. 
Hoodwoi^  Brown,  Bmr,  Jackaon,  Langdon,  Mar- 
diaH,  Itbrtin,  Uaaon,  Bobinaan,  and  TaiewaU. 

Teas  IB,  nays  10.    So  the  qaestion  of  n 


toIdU 


sffHt,  ud  all  eUIm  tu  that 


Ealloo  wHiellnqalttiadbrtha  trotjDflTM.  Bat 
tba  laint  itipnRitlan  of  i4at«  took  plu*  ts  Cka  var  nf  lUt, 
tMoweA  hj  tb«  ouiu  ■tipolatloa  for  Isdaouitj  In  tha  tnatj 
whloli  slwad  chmt  wti,  wbleh  wu  autaiaed  Id  tba  tnatj 
whloh  dciKd  Ihe  war  or  Uh  BtiolDtlon;  and  ittesdad  ij 
tba  laiDa  ttttml  to  complf  wfth  It  It  wu  not  nntll  atlsr 
twAlva  jmn  of  farther  ii^otiatb>a,  ud  niidar  the  admLnla- 
tnUoo  of  Mr.  John  (Qalney  Aduu,  aad  ondat  lbs  aibltn- 
mmt  oT  the  Emparor  Aleindei,  of  Soida,  tli 
>»  Uuaa  dtpoitad  ilaiM  of  1811  wa*  nnlrad. 


rideratlon  waa  lost,  there  not  boing  twi>-thiik 
of  the  Senators  present  in  tbe  afflrmative. 
On  motion,  bj  Mr.  RiTTHKBroED,  for  the  qov- 
on  on  the  reeolntioD  as  amended,  to  wit : 
■'  Wfaere*^  it  ii  alleged  b;  dinm  AmKKan  dA- 
na,  that  negna*  and  other  proper^,  to  a,  oonate- 
ih  aoHxiDt,  w«re  oairied  away  in  oouUarantioa  rf 
the  Tth  aitick  (#  the  Treatr  of  Pewa  batwcaa  Aa 
United  Stataa  and  His  Britannia  M^featj : 
"Baotttd,   That  &»  Senate  msoaaaiw^  ta  da 
uauiuTT  OP  m   UitiTCD  Staibb  to    mwn.  bf 
and^negotlatioa  with  hi*  aaid  Migea^,  tba  daoD 

negroe*  and  other  proper^  ao  alleged  to  haaa  ha 
carried  away ;  and  in  eaaa  ^  diaag^«eaHU,  te 
haa  Mdiarta  axlated  relatiTe  to  Om  twaMUaeUiih 
dkii  belialf  of  the  wU  actida,  caonot  be  iiiiiiaiT  bf 
candid  aad  amicable  di*cii*ani*,  that  it  be  paefioaad, 


mia^ouera  Im  amointed  ia  ttw  manner  dfaeel 
the  6th  aiti^  of  the  Treaty  of  Ami^,  Coma 

and  Narintioa  lately  concladed  between  the  Coilad 
Statea  and  hi*  aaid  Hajaaty,  witb  anthan^  to  aicar- 
tain  and  decide,  ai  weU  the  interi>et>tian  of  Ifaa  tM 
Ttb  article,  in  thii  renect,  a*  hkewia  tbe  aaaeaataf 
the  loiau  enitaioad  by  ^e  alleged  violatJoB  ef  Iha 


Yaaa. — Mann.  Bloodwoith,  Brawn,  Bntlar,  Bmt, 
Gnnn,  Jackaon,  Langdon,  Maiahall,  HaitiH,  M^ca, 
Paine,  Bead,  BoUnaon,  and  TaaawdL 

IfATa.—Maaais.  Bii^^iam,  Bndibrd,  Cahol,  Ela- 
woitli,  Foater,  Fnlin^oyna,  Sbm,  iMim 
more,   Potta,  Boa*)  Ratheifoid,   &««  1 
and  Vinlng. 

Fbidat,  Jane  3B. 

Mr.  Oabot  reported  that  the  I 
THi  UsTrKD  acATKS  had  no  fnnlier  t 
catioDS  to  make  to  tbe  Senate,  diaii  his  ben^ 
wiahes  that,  in  a  speedy  meeting  with  tMr 
friends,  they  inaj  eqjoy  every  felicity. 

On  motion, 

Ordartd,  list  there  be  paid  by  the  Seorttary 
of  the  Senate,  oat  of  the  moneys  appropriatw 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Ute  Senate,  to 
James  Mathers,  Doorkeeper,  three  doQara  pff 
day,  and  to  Cornelias  Maxwell,  aasetant  Doer- 
keeper,  two  dollars  per  day,  aa  oompeDsatka 
for  their  respective  attendance  dnrinK  this  spe- 
cial sesaioa  of  the  Senate,  over  aitd  above  Adr 
stated  aUowance. 

On  motion,  tbe  Senate  adjourned  wilhont 
day. 

Attest: 

SAM.  A.  OTIS,  & 


oyGoot^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONQSESS. 


THIBB  COreHESS-SECOM)  SESSION. 


PBOOEEDINSS  AND  DEBATES 
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UoKDAT,  November  8,  ITM. 

TLe  foUowiDg  memben  q)peared,  and  took 
tbe&t  Buta,  to  wit: 

.fVvm  Ifew  jBdmpthire. — Nioholab  Qiuun, 
Jkbuuh  Bioth,  aad  Pun  Wino&tx. 

J^'roTo,  MaMOfhuMtti. — Fibhkb  Aufl,  Dattd 
Cobb,  Hkhst  Dk&sbobh,  Dwioht  Footxb,  Bk(- 

JAMIN     GOODHUB,     SUICXL      EoLTET,     OeOBOS 

Tbatcbsb,  Pilzo  Wasbwokth,  and  Astkmas 
'Wabd. 

Frmn  Conneettmt. — Jobhui  Ooit,  Akua 
IxAsnto^  ZinuHUR  Bwnr,  TTbuh  Tbaot, 
Bud  JoHi.TBAiT  Tbuvbull. 

From  Vermont. — Ibbail  Suth. 

From  New  York. — Trbodobub  Baiixt,  Pekl- 
XF  Tur  CoBTt^SDT,  and  Jobs  Wattb. 

From  New  Jermg, — Sobs  Bbaxty  and  Euab 


From     P«ft! 
JoHB  Wiuus  ^jiTKBA,  Fbkdebioc  A.  IfuH- 
xJtSBBBS,  (Speaker,)  and  Pctkk  U'DHLknbebS'. 

From  Maryland. — Qabbiki.  CHBisra  and 
OxoBas  DsNT. 

From  Virginia. — TbaaoOoles,  SAHtncGiat- 
vra,  Jomr  HiATH,  JoBEFH  ITBTniE,  Anthont 
Vzw,  JosiAB  Pabkbb,  and  RoBKBT  Rcthbb- 

■OBO. 

f^-om  Kenbueky. — CmiBiapHKB  Gvexsvp. 

From  North  Carolina. — Thohab  Bhovm, 
"WiuiAu  JoEvsToir  Dawbok,  NATEuma  Maook, 
and  Alkiandcs  Hxbas^ 

From  South  Carolina, — Wiluah  Smitb. 
■    From  Georgia.— AsRAVkii  Baldwin. 

A  qnomm  of  the  whole  number  not  b^g 
prMent,  the  Honae  adjoamed  nnUl  to-morrow. 

TuESDAr,  November  4. 
Beveral  other  membeni,  to  wit :  from  Bhode 
Island;  Fbakoib  Ualbork;  from  New  York, 
nKiniT  OLENy,  Jaios  Qo^doit,  and  Jo&ir  E. 
Yav  Aluh;  from  New  Jersey,  Jobatbah 
Dattov;  from  FenDBjlvania,  Thokab  Fitz- 
aaton;  from  Delaware,  Hihst  LAtoiKB;  from 


ilaryland,  Wiuxut  Vakb  Uchbat  ;  from  "Vb"  ■ 
inia,  Giorsb  Hancooe,  Riohabd  Blaito  Ln, 
anxb   Madibon:    Aitdkew    Uoobb,    Fbamou 

Phsbtoit,  and  fBANOiB  Walxbb;  and  from 
North  Carolina,  Hatthcw  Looks,  speared,  mid 
took  their  seats  in  the  Honae. 

And  a  qnomm,  conaisting  of  amqjoritf  of 
the  whole  number,  being  preeent. 

Ordered,  That  a  mesaage  be  sent  to  the  Se- 
nate, to  inform  them  that  a  qnormn  of  thia 
Eonse  is  asBembled,  and  readj  to  proceed  to 
hnsineea  \  and  that  the  Olerk  of  thia  Eonae  do 
go  with  sud  meioage. 

WxDirasDAT,  November  6. 

Several  other  membetH,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampahire,  John  S.  Sbrbbdbhs  ;  from  Mana- 
chioettB,  WiLLiAU  LivAM ;  ftom  Cosneoticiit, 
Jaheb  Huxhochb;  from  Vermont,  Natbahibl 
NiLBe;  from  New  York,  y.Tgrrar.  Gnjn^; 
tram  Marvlaod,  WnxuM  HofiiitAij;  from 
Virginia,  Thohab  Claibobnb  ;  and  from  Geor- 
gia, TsoitAB  P.  Cakkis,  appeared,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  Honse. 

Notice  was  received  that  the  Benat«  had  not 
jet  been  able  to  form  a  qnornm. 

Upon  thiB,  Mr.  Datton  moved  that  a  oont- 
mittee  shall  be  appointed  to  examine  the  \msi- 
nesB  left  mifiQished  laat  sesdoo,  and  report  to 
the  House.  Ee  saw  no  reason  for  loeing  time 
by  wuting  for  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Gooi>EaK  objected  to  the  motion  as  im- 
proper. 

Mr.  Dattok  challenged  the  gentleman  to 
point  nnt  wherein  the  impropriety  coDaisted. 
For  two  or  three  weeks  the  Eoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives would  have  fnll  employment,  while 
the  Senate,  in  reality,  had  none.  Ee  was  posi- 
tive as  to  the  legality  and  expediency  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  Spkaxbb  pot  the  qneatton,  and  the  ayes 
1  and  noes  were  eqnal,  each  being  twenty-five. 

The  Bpsaebb  then  informed  the  Hotue  tha^ 
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u  a  qoorum  of  their  iiiimb«r  was  not  present, 
it  would  be  reqniaite  to  adjonm. 

The  Honae  roM  immediately,  after  a^otm- 
Ing  till  to-morrow. 

Tbubsdat,  November  0, 

Two  other  membwe,  to  wit:  from  Ibaaa- 

choBetta,   PiLxa  ComK,  and  fh>m  Tlrginia, 

John  Kiqholab,  appeared,  aod  took  their  seats 

Id  the  flouae.  

Fstn^T,  November  7. 

Several  other  membera,  to  wit :  tram  Fcnn- 
Bjlvama,  Jaices  ABMHTBOflaaiidWiujAMUoiiT- 
sombkt;  from  Virginia,  WauAM  B.  Gilks; 
from  North  Carohna,  Joszph  Wcf aion ;  and 
from  Boath  Oaroiina.  Jooii  Bunrss,  ^>peared, 
and  took  their  seate  in  the  House. 

On  motion, 

BemiMi,  That  a  Standing  Committee  of  £leo- 
ti<ms  be  appointed,  wboee  iatj  it  BhaD  be  to 
examine  and  report  npon  the  oerdficatea  of 
election,  or  other  credentials  of  the  membera 
retnrned  to  serve  in  this  Honae,  and  to  take  into 
their  ooonderation  all  each  matters  h  ^all  or 
ma;  oome  in  question,  and  be.referred  to  them 
bf  the  Hooae^  tonohing  letoruB  and  electi<Ki8, 
and  to  rq>ort  their  proceedings  with  tbeir 
0(dDi<m  thereiqton,  to  tlie  Hooae. 

And  a  committee  WM  «>p(rinted  of  Hi.  Dat- 
TOK,  Mr.  HiLiAoiiBK,  Mr,  Shmibuimk,  Mr. 
Dbnt,  Mr.  Li^  Mr.  Maooh,  and  Mr.  HmiTui. 

(hd»»i,  That  the  letter  from  the  Qovemor 
of  Maryland,  together  with  the  retom  of  the 
election  of  Gabriel  Dnvall,  to  serve  as  one  of 
the  membera  of  this  Hoose  for  the  said  State, 
in  the  room  of  Johb  Fkahoib  Mrooit,  who  has 
resigned  hia  seat,  which  was  laid  before  the 
Bonsa  at  the  last  session,  be  relkred  to  the  svd 


MojTDAT,  November  10. 

Severkl  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
York,  Thokas  Tkxdwxu.  ;  from  New  Jersej, 
IiAVBiBT  Oasvaladeb;  from  Pennsylvania, 
John  Sknua ;  from  North  Carolina,  Wiluav 
Babbt  Gboti  and  Joskfe  MoDowbu.;  and 
from  Sonth  Oaroiina,  Biohabd  Wisir,  appeared, 
sad  took  thdr  seats  in  the  Honse. 

The  Spuxnt  informed  the  Hoose  that  the 
Senate  had  not  yet  been  able  to  make  a  qnonun. 
Fifteen  members  mly  appeared.  One  more  wu 
necessary. 

TmsDAT,  November  11. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Maasacha- 
aetts,  Sbbab/aboub  Boubs^  and  from  New 
Tork,  Pnan  Vas  Gaasbsok,  ^ipeared,  kuA 
took  their  seats  in  the  House. 

The  Spxaxxb  informed  the  Honse  that  (ate 
Senator  was  yet  waotiiig  to  the  '"atr1"g  of 
a  qnomm.  [The  Senate  consists  of  thirty  mem- 
bers, ti!  whom  only  fifteen  have  yet  (T^ceday) 
made  their  t^pearance  \  of  couseqnence,  a  ma- 
jority is  wantlog.    The  Tica  PszamnT  has,  it 


is  tme,  arrived,  bat  he  is  not,  strict^  q 
aSenattv.  He  does  not  give  a  vote  uiq 
that  o(wne  befbre  the  flrnstn,  nnlfw  the  tohb 
on  a  dividon  are  equal] 
The  Spbaxb  lidd  belbre  the  Hoase  %  Isttv 
om  James  White,  enelodng  the  credoitaak  rf 
bis  appfdntment  as  a  fiqmeotitiTe  at  tltf  vm- 
ritory  of  the  United  8tat«e,  sonth  ot  Uw  ri«r 
Ohio,  in  the  OongnM  <rf  the  United  States,  h- 
cM^Ing  to  the  ordinanoe  ot  frnicrf—  of  As 
thirteMith  of  Jnly,  one  thotuand  awen  Inmdied 
and  ^hQr-eeveti;  wfaidi  were  read,  aad  wdv 
ed  to  be  nAn«d  to  Mr.  BuitwiB,  Mr.  Qta^B, 
Mr.  WALxn,  Mr.  Swm,  and  lb-.  Jx^kue 
SuTB,  with  instmotiimB  to  QEamine  tiM  matM 
thereof  and  report  the  sBnte,  with  thdr  ofUok 
therenpoD,  to  the  Honae. 

WsDiTBSDAT,  November  1^ 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Gasskb  B.  Ha^ 
BisoK,  from  Virginia,  q^iewed,  ud  took  )m 
seat  in  the  Eoosk 

Tkubsdat,  November  18. 
Two  othw  members,  to  wit:  Asdmbw  Snsa 
and  Dahixl  HxKTiK,  frtnn  Penn^vania,  qpes^ 
ed,  and  took  theb  seats  in  the  Hoasfc 

FniDAT,  November  14. 
Several  other  membem,  ta  wit :  Ihm  Hmm- 
ohnsette,  Savubl  Dkztib  ;  from  Vir^U^ 
Abhahak  Vknablb;  and  fh>m  KenmAr, 
Ai-ixABDBB  D.  Obb,  ^^leared,  and  took  tib^ 
seats  in  the  Honse. 

MoBSAT,  November  17. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  fitmi  Bbode 
Island,  BsBJAMnr  Bormn,  and  from  SoiUh 
CaroHoB,  Aiohexw  Piokxhs,  speared,  and  took 
their  seats  In  the  Honse. 

Ddegate  mmth  of  Oe  mia. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  fliiiimiUliii  at 
the  whole  Honse  on  the  nport  of  the  octandt- 
tee  to  whiHa  was  referred  the  letter  fh>ni  J*™ 
Whub,  together  with  the  oro^ntialB  of  hk  ttp- 
pc^tment  as  a  fiepreaentative  of  the  tatritofr 
of  the  United  States  sooth  of  the  rivtr  CHdo. 

Mr.  Swirr  olyected  to  oomplying  with  Oa 
report  of  the  onnmittee.  He  Uko^it  that  tt 
oonld  not  be  carried  into  eaeatkm^hammo  It 
involved  inoondstendes.  If  the  obj^eot  of  the 
Uw  referred  to,  was  to  admit  this  psnou  to  de- 
bate, and  not  to  vote,  that  was  mwonriitntioinL 
He  was,  by  that  law,  to  be  a  member  itf  Ow- 
gress;  but  the  House  of  R^iresMitativa  see 
sot  Gongree&  and,  thercAMv,  this  person  may 
eqnally  vole  in  the  Honse  ot  RefmnDtativta 


— ,  at  the  Buna  time, 
he  mav  intermpt  the  Pbmdbkt  c 
a  bill,  by  giving  his  advice.    The  _ . 
has  made  no  provision  tor  sedi  a  n 
this  person  is  intended  to  be.    If  we  ma  admit 
a  delegato  to  Ooaptm  or  a  nwober  of  the 
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Some  of  RepTMentatiTM,  we  ma;  wlQi  eqnel 
propiletv  adiuit  a  stranger  {him  any  quarter  of 
tlie  world.  We  ma;  as  well  admit  the  gsUery, 
or  a  foreign  Minister,  as  this  person  tttsm  tee 
'tenitorj  sonth-west  of  the  Ohio.  At  this 
zste,  we  may  very  soon  OTertam  the  oonstitii- 
tion.  If  thia  peraoo  has  any  proper  title  to  a 
seat,  It  most  m  in  the  Senate;  it  oonid  not  he 
in  tbe  Honse  of  Bepreeentativ«a,  who  were  not 
delegatee.  The  Senate,  perhape,  might  be  called 
Bach.  His  election  was  nearer  the  mode  of 
tbeiri,  than  that  of  this  Honse. 

Kr.  SmrH  (of  South  Carolina)  haci 
in  deolanng  that  the  gentlanan  was  folly  quali- 
fied to  take  a  seat  in  that  House,  hy  the  terma 
of  an  ezprees  oompaot  with  llie  people.  He  was 
convinced  tliat  the  Bepreaentatjves  have  a  right 
to  admit  those  whom  they  regard  as  lawfully 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Hooae,  for  the  purpose 
of  debating.  They  ma^  admit  the  Secretwy  of 
State,  if  they  consider  it  as  eipedienL  If  this 
jgmtleman  bad  ^plied  to  the  Senate,  that  body 
also  were  anthorized  to  admit  him,  if  they 
thought  it  lawful.  Under  the  old  constitntJon, 
he  would  have  been  a  member  tui  gentrit.  He 
do«s  not  claim  a  right  of  voting,  bnt  of  speaking 
only;  and  wbenthe  a^rsof  uieSoiith-west«m 
Territory  were  agitated  in  the  Senate, 


tliere  had  been  previooaly  settled  another  part 
of  this  btisiiieH,  vii:  by  whom  the  delate 
wve  to  be  paid  for  his  attendance.  It  may  be  a 
fntnre  question,  also,  whether  he  is  to  be  dis- 
missed when  the  galleries  are  cleared  t 

Ifr.  GttES  was  not  prepared  to  apeak  on  the 
enlsieot.  On  the  aoore  of  expediency,  his  present 
opinion  was,  tbat  the  delegate  &om  the  sonth- 
ireat  of  the  Ohio  ahould  be  admitted.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  motion  of  the  member  from 
Hsiyland,  (Mr.  MusbatO  for  the  committee 
ridng,  bat  he  would  never  consent  to  it  for  the 
sake  of  consulting  the  Senate.  He  wonld  agree 
to  it,  for  the  sake  of  flirther  deliberation  among 
fheinsdvce.  If  the  HonBe  ohose  to  ocmsnlt  the 
gaiUry — a  reaonroe  for  infbrmalion  that  h 
ahonld  never  wish  to  see  adopted — they  had 
li^t  to  consult  it,  or  to  ask  advice'  from  any 
other  qnartor,  notwithstanding  the  aaaertion  of 
Ute  gentleman  from  Conneotlont. 

Mr.  Dextkb  a^d,  he  thought  the  obstacle 
ahould  be  got  over  by  a  format  aot  of  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  clear  that  the  Honse  had  a  right 
to  consult  or  admit  to  the  privilege  of  debating, 
any  individnal  whom  thev  thought  proper. 
Tli«7  might,  fbr  instance,  admit  an  advocate  to 
plead,  in  a  particniar  case ;  bnt  that  was  en- 
tirdy  a  diligent  matter  fhnn  allowing  him  to 
give  a  vote  oo  the  qneetion  before  the  House. 
Mr.  D.  declared  that  he  would  vote  against  the 
report,  as  it  now  stands,  not  beoanse  he  thou^t 
the  gratleman  fh>m  the  Soutb-westeni  Territory 
nuMititled  to  a  seat,  hot  becaoae  he  regarded  Ka 
act  of  the  whole  LeglslMnre  as  a  requisite  for 
bis  introdnotion. 

It  was  now  moved  that  tha  committee  should 
Voi.  L—M 


rise,  and  report  the  resolution  of  the  seleot 
committee. 

Ur.  W.  Smith  differed  from  Mr.  Dettke.  He 
thought  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTea  was,  in 
itseli^  perfectly  competent  to  settle  the  point. 
He  was  determined  that  they  ought  not  to  oon- 
Bult  the  Senate  upon  the  matter.  It  would  be 
ixtremely  improper  to  let  the  Senate  intorfbre. 
3e  again  adverted  to  his  former  position,  that 
he  Hooae  may,  if  it  sees  proper,  introduce  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  a  privilege  of  being  con- 
sulted, or  any  other  person  who  may  be  thought 
snitahle.  Bnt  he  would  never  submit  to  yield 
the  privileges  of  the  Honse  to  the  EzecntiTa. 
They  ought  to  decide  their  elections-  on  tlieir 
own  authority,  and  on  no  occamon  send  to  in- 
quire of  the  Senate  if  such  an  amendment  onght 

'  3  admitted.  Mr.  S.  conridered  the  gende- 
(Mr.  Weitb)  as  expressly  within  the  pree- 
coustitction.  He  trusted  that  the  com- 
mittee would  not  rise,  nnder  any  such  idea  as 
coDBulting  the  Senate ;  bnt,  if  they  at  present 
rise,  that  it  wonld  be  merely  for  the  sake  of  ob- 
taining fiirther  informadoD, 

Mr.  MuBKAT. — If  we  ooiild  have  foreseen  tliis 
case,  I  am  sure  that  we  should  have  had  a  Joint 
committee  of  privileges  from  both  Houses,  as 
judges.  The  situation  of  the  gentleman  refen 
to  both,  and  therafore  the  Senate  ong^t  to  be 
consulted  on  this  head.  Perlufis  he  is  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  both  Houses. 

Mr.  HoDowBLL  objected,  that  an  aot  of  the 
Legislatore  would  never,  practically,  answer  the 
purpose.  The  eesdon  would  be  next  to  ending, 
before  ench  a  law  would  be  passed.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  interest  of  the  people  sonth-west 
of  the  Ohio  is  agitated  in  a  question,  and  their 
delegate  Is  condemned  to  silence.  The  memben 
generally  admit,  in  subetanoe^at  he  onght  to 
be  received  into  this  House.  He  wished,  thero- 
fore,  that  they  wonld  take  a  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  select  committee.  He  would  oljeot 
altogether  to  the  proposal  of  the  member  from 
Maryland,  Jbr  an  aot  of  the  Legislature^  or  any 
oonmiltation  with  the  Senate.  Mr.  McD,  was 
for  admitting  Qie  member  to  hia  seat. 

Mr.  BoTtonroi  observed,  thftt  it  was  nnlver- 
sally  agreed  that  the  old  law  for  aooeptiug  sudi 
a  member  as  a  delegate  of  ■Congress,  cannot  be 
executed  in  its  Ml  sense.  The  gentieman  on^t, 
in  his  opinion,  to  go  where  members  elected  by 
Legislatures  went,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Senate. 
There  was  no  pretence  for  his  admtsBion  among 
the  Representatives  of  the  people.  If  he  baa 
any  right,  it  must  be  in  the  other  Honse.  He 
thought  this  a  very  important  queetioB,  and  that 
it  deserved  more  consideration  than  it  had  yet 
received.  Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  vote; 
but,  if  be  was  forced  to  ^ve  his  voice  at  pres- 
ent, he  tOiould  be  for  remitting  the  gentleman  to 
the  Senate.  He  thon^t  tiiat  there  dionid  be 
an  aot  of  the  whole  Legislatore.  He  should  vote 
for  the  committee  riring, 

Mr.  Datton  said,  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  motion  of  the  Maryland  member,  for  the 
rising  of  the  committee.    He  was  agiunst  tlie 
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object  of  tbU  motion.  He  agreed  entirelj  with 
tte  report  of  the  select  committee  for  receiving 
the  Bouth-westeru  member  immediately,  as  be 
had  a  right  to  a  seat,  founded  on  an  origiaal 
compact,  which  gave  it  to  him.  He  objected 
to  any  concurrence  of  the  Senate  being  asked. 
Aa  to  consulting  persoos  out  of  doors,  the  Hooae 
Iiad  a  rijrht  to  w&  Heada  of  Bepartmenta  to  aye 
their  opinions  on  any  particular  subject,  if  tney 
tbougbt  proper.  "Hi.  D.  mentioned  some  cases 
of  this  nature,  where  BQch  an  expedient  had  been 

Mr.  GiLia  mentioned  one  reason  against  the 

oommittee  riung,  which  ww,  that  the  Hoiiae 
had  no  other  bnainess  before  it.  He  then  read 
aa  amendment  to  the  resolntion  of  the  select 
oommittee,  as  a  middle  coarse,  that  would  em- 
brace tbe  ideas  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Dextkb  repeated  some  of  his  former  rea- 
sons for  preferring  an  act  of  the  Legisktnre. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  put  bj  tbe 
Chairman,  Shall  the  committee  now  rise,  and 
report  progress?  It  was  decided  in  the  n^a- 
tive— jeas  88,  nays  89. 

Tbe  question  was  then  pot  on  the  resolntion, 
as  given  b^  the  committee.  Ur.  Giles  again 
proposed  his  amendment.  This  was.  that  after 
the  word  "debating,"  in  the  resolntion,  there 
sbonM  be  added,  "  upon  anj  question  toncbing 
the  rights  and  interesta  of  people  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  south-west  of  tbe 
Ohio."  The  oljjert  was  to  narrow  the  power 
of  the  delegate. 

Hr.  Smilis  was  for  his  b«ng  adndtted  to  de- 
liberate on  every  saljeot,  or  none  at  alL 

Ifr.  Qiusa  declared  that  ho  was  very  well 
pleased  with  tbe  resolntion,  as  it  originally 
stood.  He  had  only  suggested  this  amendment 
Ijiat  he  might  get  the  resolution  through  the 
House.    He  therefore  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Baldwin  did  not  see  that  the  question 
was  of  much  importance.  When  a  member 
was  permitted  to  speak,  but  forbidden  to  vote, 
his  aitnation  was,  no  doubt,  infinitely  higher 
than  that  of  strangers  in  the  gallery,  that  of  an 
advocate  allowed  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  the 
Honse,  or  that  of  a  printer  who  came  only  to 
take  notes;  but  still  it  was  extremely  short  of  tbe 
ntnationofamemberofOungresB.  Thiswouldbe 
more  especially  the  case,  if  his  right  of  debat ' 
was  restricted  to  tbe  afiairs  of  the  North-west : 
South-west  Territory.  Mr.  B.  conld  see  nothing 
in  the  new  constitution  that  made  an  exclusion 
of  the  delegate  from  the  sonth-weet  of  the 
Ohio.  Thu  privilege  had  been  solemnly  prom- 
ised to  those  people,  npon  three  different  occa- 
riuns.  When  they  belonged  to  the  State  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  they  sent  a  Representative,  Mr. 
Sbvibb,  to  Congrew;  and  they  separated  into 
k  new  State,  nnder  the  promise  of  this  priv- 
ilege. But  now,  we  have  made  a  discovery, 
that  these  laws  cannot  be  pnt  into  execution. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  we  had  not  made  this 
disoovery  soonw.  Mr.  B.  rejected  all  ideft  of 
r^erring  this  matter  to  the  Senate.  When  the 
Uttor  had  any  qnestion  of  that  kind,  that  con- 


cerned themselves,  they  would,  do  doabL  jidp 
for  themselves,  and  that  jnst  aa  properiy  aitti 
Honse  of  Repreeentativee.  Aa  to  the  p^  a 
this  gentleman,  that  might  be  an  alter  qaMti^ 
He  was  clear  that  there  at  presNit  ented  ■ 
law  which  coold  make  ont  that.  Tbe  Hum. 
may  hereafter,  if  they  see  fit,  j>aas  a  law  ic- 
qtecting  it  Bnt,  in  the  mean  tuns,  Mr.  B.  rm 
satisfied  that  these  people  had  a  claim  fx  i 
del^ate,  which  conld  not  be  got  rid.  of  by  ib 

Mr.  SwDT  tboo^t  that  it  wookl  be  bettsB 
ect  these  people  into  a  new  State,  and  ChM 
the  privilege  would  be  i^  aotae  real  mm  a 
them.  He  was  still  of  opinion  that  the  esM' 
tntion  admits  of  no  enoh  delegate  as  tha  pa- 
is intended  to  he.  He  is  a  new  kiM  rf 
character,  unknown  to  it.  This  pcovon  ■  ■• 
gantrii.  If  the  oonstitotion  knowa  any  tttig 
abont  him,  then  take  him ;  if  not.  reject  hia. 
As  to  taking  advice  from  the  gallerj.  Mr.S. 
seemed  to  think  he  had  been  misxindusUMd. 
To  admit  a  peraon  within  the  bar  for  the  pw- 
pose  of  oonsnlting  him,  was  a  quite  diffiMt 
thing  from  permitting  the  gallery,  like  this  pv- 


and  take  a  permanent  seat  ■ 
1,  for  the  poiposa  of  rfgnla^  di^ 
bating.    Mr.  S.  never  meant  to  debar  tbe  BoHt 


from  taking  information  whoever  tboy  a 

Mr.  McRBAT  was  concenied  that  be  fcwd 
himself  obliged  to  vote  against  tbe  r 


that  tbe  gentleman  would  have  a  seat,  bat  tl 
the  Senate  would  first  be  consulted. 

Mr.  Wiso&TB  moved  an  amendment  to  tike 
the  resolution,  by  adopting  these  word^  "to  ■ 
seat  in  Cktngreee,  as  a  deleigate  to  Ooogreaa." 

Mr.  MiDiBOH  said,  that  the  rcaolation,  as 
passed  brthe  sdeot  comnuttee,  wm  sd  proMifr 
expressed,  that  be  did  not  beUeva  it  ea«ld  «!■ 
mit  of  any  ameodmeot  cr  alt«ration  wbatnv. 

The  Oommittee  of  the  wbda  HoMM  titn^ 
Tided  on  the  resolntitm,  when  there  ippnaicid  a 
very  large  m^Jori^  in  bvor  of  reporting  it  as 
it  first  stood,  uid  consequently  tor  adsntting  Ml 
Wbeh  as  a  delegate.    The  committee  then  rae. 

TntBDAZ,  Noveinbtr  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Thxodobk  Sim- 
wick,  from  Haasaehnsetta,  iftpeared,  and  took 
his  seat  in  the  House. 

DeUgate  soutA  of  d«  Ohio. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  oonsder  the  r^avt 
of  the  oommittee  on  the  tetter  from  Jamb 
Whux,  enclorang  the  credentials  of  his  appoiit- 
ment  as  a  Repreaentative  of  the  territocj  ■/ 
the  United  States  south  of  the  river  Ohio;  to 
which  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose  le- 
ported  no  amendment.  Wheroapoo,  the  wd 
report  being  again  read  at  tlte  Clerk's  taUs. 
was,  on  th^qoestion  pnt  thereqKU),  agreed  to 
by  the  House,  aa  follows : 

"  Tha^  by  Ae  ordbuum  br  tba  gweTwait  «f 
the  tonitoijr  of  the  (Jailad  Stdas  north-wast  of  tki 
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riTBr  Obio,  nction  nine,  it  ii  prorided,  "that,  ao 
Kion  BJ  thsre  fthnll  be  flve  tlioasfl^  frae  male  inhab- 
[tauti  of  fnll  1^  in  the  district,  apon  giving  proof 
thereof  to  the  GoTemor,.th«f  sbkll  receiTe  autlioritj 
>o  elect  RepreiKntstirea  to  nprcMnt  them  in  a  Qen- 
»al  Aiumblf ;  "  and  bf  the  12^>ecCion  of  the  Or- 
linanre,  "as  bood  aa  a  Le({;iilatiire  ihall  be  fanned 
a  tbe  IMstricC  the  CoancQ  and  Hoiue,  aasembled  in 
>ne  room,  (hati  haTe  anthoritj,  by  jdst  ballot,  to 
ileet  a  delegate  to  Congren,  i^  shall  hare  a  seat 
II  CoDgTCM,  with  a  il(^t  of  debating  but  not  of  To- 
eing, daring  thia  temporaiyKDvetntiieiit."  Foil  eflM 
M  gino  to  thii  Ordinance  bv  act  of  CongtsM^  Au- 
jiv*  7.  1T8S. 

"  That,  bj  the  Deed  of  CeirioD  of  the  temtory 
KMtth  of  the  liver  Ohio,  to  the  United  StatM,  in  the 
onr^  article,  it  ■■  aijo  provided  '  (hat  the  inhabi- 
aot*  of  the  raid  territory  iIirII  ei^oy  all  the  privi- 
flges,  benefits,  aod  advantage*,  set  forth  in  the  Ordi- 
laiice  of  the  lale  Congreis  tor  the  gOTemment  of  the 
iVeaCem  Territoiy;  that  is  to  say,  Congress  shall 
usnnie  the  govemnient  of  tbe  said  tenitoiy,  which 
Iiey  ahall  execute  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  vhich 
hey  sappoit  In  tbe  territoiy  west  of  the  Ohio,  and 
ihell  never  bar  or  deprive  them  of  any  privilege  whioh 
he  people  in  tbe  territory  west  of  uie  Obio  eqjoy.' 

"The  eesdon,  oa  then  oonditioo*,  was  acoeplcd 
ly  act  uf  Congrem,  o^  tbe  2d  of  April,  17SK). 

'>  By  an  act  paiaed  the  26th  </ Hay,  1T90,  for  the 
(ovemmeal  of  the  territory  trf  the  United  States 
lODth  of  the  river  Ohio,  it  is  enacted,  'that  the  io- 
labitants  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  benefit!,  and 
idvantagea,  set  foithinlbo  Ordinance  ofthe late  Can- 
[resa  for  the  government  of  the  territoiy  ot  the 
Jiiited  States  north-west  of  tbe  river  Ohio.  And  the 
nrvemment  of  the  said  territory  sonth  of  the  river 
)Iiio,  shall  be  nmilar  to  that  which  is  now  eiercissd 
a  the  territoiy  nortb-west  of  the  river  Ohio ;  eioept 
■>  far  as  h  otheririse  fswided  in  tin  oonditions  ex- 
msaed  in  an  act  of  Cangnis  of  the  present  sessitm, 
iDtitled  '  An  act  to  accept  a  oessiim  of  the  claim  of 
lie  State  c^  North  Carolina  to  a  certain  district  of 
Nratem  Territory.'  llie  oommittee  are  of  opimoa 
bat  James  Wbita  baa  been  duly  elected  ai  deWate 
ism  tiie  territory  of  the  Uuittd  States  south  cf  the 
!>hio^  on  the  terms  of  the  ibragoing  acts ;  tbey  thei«- 
bre  lubmit  the  following  reaoiatlon  : 

"AudlMrf,  that  James  White  be  admitted  to  a  seat 
a  this  lionse  as  a  delegate  from  the  terriloly  of  the 
Jnitcd  States  soath  at  the  river  Ohio,  with  B  right  of 
lebating  bat  not  ti  voting." 

31r.  M&DiBoiT  Mid,  that  in  Mw  eeaee  thtm  of- 
«n  arose  a  difflcnUj  by  appljiog  old  nunt 
lew  Uilnga.  The  proper  deflnition  of  Mr,  Wttrra 
B  to  be  fuQnd  in  the  laws  and  ralea  of  the  con- 
idtutioD.  Be  is  Dol  a  member  of  Coneress, 
Jierefore,  and  so  cannot  be  directed  to  taJce  an 
>ath,  unless  he  chooses  to  do  it  Tolnntorilj. 

Vr.  MtTRRAT  moved  that  Mr.  White  should 
>e  required  to  take  the  oath. 

Mr.  yf:  Smith  observed,  that  the  conatitation 
miy  required  members  and  the  Clerk  to  take 
lie  oatQ.  The  gentleman  was  not  a  mem- 
)er.  It  does  not  even  appear  for  what  nnm- 
>er  of  years  he  is  electee.  In  taat  he  is  no 
nore  than  an  envoy  to  Oongress.  Instead 
jfbeiiig  called  delegate  to  Congress,  had  he  been 
^Iftii^y  called  an  envoy,  the  difficulty  would 
o&ve  vanished.  He  ia  not  a  Representative  &x>m, 


bnt  an  officer  deputed  by  the  people  of  the 
Western  Territory.  It  is  very  improper  to  oUl 
on  this  gentleman  to  take  mch  an  oath,  any 
more  than  any  civil  officer  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Mr.  8.  did  not  oonnder  him  sa  ooming 
even  within  tbe  PofltOfflce  law,  (tie:  forfrank- 
ing  letters.)  He  is  not  entitled  to  pay,  tmleM  it 
law  shall  be  passed  for  that  end. 

Mr.  OiLzs  agreed  with  the  genUeman  who 
spoke  last  as  to  the  impropriety  of  demanding 
an  oath. 

Mr,  Ltmaw  was  for  It. 

Mr.  DATToir  was  against  tbe  oath.  Gall  him 
what  you  will,  a  member,  a  delegate,  or,  if  yon 
please,  a  ncndmeript.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
accept  his  oath,  even  if  he  should  offer  it.  He 
is  not  a  member.  He  caimotvote,  which  is  the 
essential  part.  It  is  said  that  he  can  ai^e,  and 
by  that  means  inflnenoe  the  votes  of  the  Hoose. 
But  80  also  a  printer  may  be  aaid  to  argue  and 
inflnenoe,  when  he  comes  to  tLis  House,  take* 


a  wrong  principle,  it  was  natural  that,  in  their 
subsequent  progreea  they  should  wander  ftrther 
and  further  from  the  point.  Bnt,  as  the  House 
had  now  ^ven  their  decision,  he  acquiesced  in 
it.  It  was,  however,  a  strange  kind  of  thing  to 
hare  a  gentlemoii  here  arguing,  who  was  not 
bound  by  an  oath.    He  never  ooold  reoonoile  it. 

Several  other  members  spoke. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "Shall 
the  delegate  take  an  oath  as  a  member  1 "  Ayea 
S2,  noes  43 — m^ority  against  the  motion,  10. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  extending  the  privilege  of  tnak- 


James  White,  the  oelegate  titrm  the 
rtemTet   ■  .      ^■ 

SiBTH,  Mr.  Tkatorib,'  and  Ur.  Haooh,  be  &» 


pensation ;  and  that  Mr.  wnxuH 


Wnx 


stid  oonimittee. 


WiKRssAT,  November  10. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Troicas  Soott, 
from  Pennsylvania,  appealed,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  Houses 

Ordered,  That  a  message  ,be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  infbrm  them  that  tHa  Honse  is  now  reftdy 
to  attend  them  in  receiving  the  oommmiioation 
fWnn  the  PsssiDsifT  ot  the  UiiTrn)  SrATia, 
agreeably  to  hia  notifloation  to  both  Htrasee  yes- 
terday; and  that  tlie  Clerk  of  thia  Hoaae  do  go 
with  the  s^d  momage. 

The  Senate  attended  and  took  Nat*  in  the 
Honse;  when,  both  Houses  being  iiwiimliliiil, 
tbe  PBsaiDEMT  or  the  Urnno  Suna  oame  into 
the  Repreaentativea'  Obamber,  and  ddlvered 
his  Addreae  to  them.  (For  irtiioh  aee  Prooeed- 
in^  of  the  Senate.) 

The  Pbebidknt  or  tee  ITmTBii  Btitbs  then 
withdrew  and  tbe  two  Houses  separated. 

Ordered,  that  the  Speech  of  the  pRBsn>EiiT 
or  THE  TTnftei)  Btatks  to  both  Houses  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoase  t(K 


i.vGoot^lc 


ABKIDOHENT  OF  THB 

AmmmtBamPrmiimtiBpitA. 


Thubsdat,  KoTomber  30. 
AtuMher  member,  to  wit,  Wiuuk  Fmi>u.T, 
from  PeDnaylranu,  ^fi«4red,  tod  took  his  aeat 
in  the  Hook. 

Mo]n)i,T,  UToTeinber  94. 
JfUww  to  th6  Pretidmt't  Spedeh.* 

Mr.  NioHous  thea  tom  io  defenoe  of  Vi. 
Kadkom's  smeDdmeDL  He  thought  tbe  Home 
diould  Dot  bow  BO  much  to  tbe  ExeontiTe  as  to 
approTe  of  his  proceedings  without  knowing 
wlwt  they  are.  Gentlemen  say  tliat  thev  do 
itot  mean  an  implicit  approliatioii.  Wb;,  men, 
hasard  words  that  infer  it  I  He  would  go  as 
hi  in  thanklDg  tbe  Pbesidktt  as  ail;  penon 
with  propriety  could  go, 

Ur.  ^iwwiOK  iD^st«d  that  the  anMndmeiit 
of  the  memlier  frran  Connecticat  (Mr.  Hm^ 
Bovn)  was  pnTerabte  to  the  other.  The  Fbb- 
HSKNi  has  Bud  that  his  policy  in  r^rd  to 
foreign  nationa  b  fonsded  on  jostiae.  We  ^»- 
prov«  of  that  He  iwatm  his  tootivei.  They 
are  also  approved.  Wbwe^  then,  ia  th«  danger 
of  espreenng  a  general  approlMtioa  t  Toold 
it  be  proper  to  give  an  qiprobotion  that  cannot  be 
approjpriate,  and  that  has  no  definite  meaning  i 
Mr.  ».  was  for  Crocn  designing  to  q>prove,  ez- 
phdtl^  or  implicitly,  what  the  Hoase  were  not 
■oqnamtod  with.  He  only  tnt«nded  to  convey 
a  graeral  sentiment  of  approbation;  and  he 
Mw  notbiDK  moie  than  this  in  the  amotdment 
of  thejentlemaD  from  OonoecdcnL 

Mr.  HiLLaoDaB  never  designed  indtoorlminate 
^>probation ;  not  had  he  any  secret  meaning 
conohed  nnder  the  words  of  Ua  amendment 
When  he  had  any  tliiag  to  say  to  the  Honse,  he 
whm  honeeth-  and  told  than  in  plain  words 
what  he  would  be  at  He  meant  to  express  hia 
applanse  of  padfic  and  equitable  measnree. 
Aa  to  the  qneetion  so  often  referred  to,  (the 
embassy  of  Ifr.  Jay,)  he  solemnly  declared  that 
it  never  was  in  his  mind  to  ezpreae  any  thing 
abont  it    It  would  come  before  another  body. 

Mr.  Muiiaov  imagined  that  in  his  motion  as 
now  worded,  evei^  person  might  see  anbstautdal 


■Xj 


Ir.  Aus^-JealoQ^  m^  become  habitual 
as  well  as  ocufidence.    Nothing  bat  a  habit  of 

Kdonay  oonld  have  fonod  any  tiling  of  a  secret 
this  verbal  diatinotian  of  jfow  p«dioy  instoad 
o(  a  policy.    The  distincdon  waa  trimng,  bat, 


.  lbnh>n  miitlif.  'A 
voT  alofaaiiE  ud  uitai*t«ddabalaciiHud,«hieli  tomlaM- 
ad  1b  Uu  ConunlttM  (tf  Uia  Whsl*  br  MilUv  oDt  Uw  w«i4t, 
"MU-mUad  •oglstlat''— 47  tdUi^  lb[,uid  «B  ifajiMt  «■ 
poDflng  thgm.  Ths  quUloD  tu  ranvvad  tn  tba  Hoiu* ; 
■ad  th*  Chilnuu  ot  Uu  oaaunlttee  being  oppoud  la  hb- 
anunt  to  tlw  Spukar,  rhg  w  ooir  plaeod  In  Uia  ehilr. 
ttMIM]<rr1tTin>preclulr  changed,  (ad  tlw  vorda  van  n- 
lutatad.  This  irai  a  TlnoiT  (Or  the  AdmlnlitnUoB,  bat 
•m»ilart,tlwD«itbriD(lB  Ansa/  r 


if  there  most  be  one,  he  preferred  t^  laat 
ment  of  Mr.  HoxHottn.  EGs  reaaom  fir  fl* 
preferBDoe  were  so  minnte  that  tfa^,  pett^ 
bad  little  more  vslne  than  what  hia  imagiodM 
chose  to  give  tbem.  In  the  mean  tinte,  Dofaa^r 
will  suppose  that  we  do  not  mprore  of  lii 
poUoy  of  the  Pscsxhut  in  prs^riag  paoic 
measnree,  becaoee  tiie  system  of  peace  ia  m* 
preferred  all  over  the  Oonlincot  of  Amsica. 

Mr.  Dattox  rose  to  make  a  reply  to  "it- 
marks  so  illiberaL" 

Mr.  Amib  hwe  rose  again  and  ^dd  Oat  Ai 
gentleman  certainly  could  not  mean  liiin. 

I  mean  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Sfkaxxk,  ■>! 
Mr.  Dattor,  pointing  to  Mr.  Ams.  He  im 
Bccuaed  me  of  "habita  of  jeekmsy."  To  dii 
chai^  Mr.  D.  rejoined  with  acme  wannth.  Bi 
agtdn  declared  that  he  never  would  pledge  In» 
self  to  approve  of  tbe  mission  of  Hr.  Jay,tl 
he  ahould  learn  what  were  th&t  gentlmv'i 
instmotioDs.  He  meant  to  ^w  tUs  be  rf 
distinction,  to  give  approbatitm  of  genwal  prit- 
eiplea,  bnt  not  of  particnlar  moaemce.  na 
former  he  considered  as  imjdied  in  the  siaiaJ 
ment  of  Mr.  HADno5,  the  latter  in  that  at  Ml 

HlLLBODSB. 

Mr.  TANa  MriBAT  considered  tbe  dbpote  ■ 
resting  on  the  words  a  poli^  and  fwwr  paG^. 
He  would  notgjve  explidt  approbatioii  topv- 
tionlar  measores,  bat  ne  q>prored  tba  geoenJ 
prinoiplea  on  which  the  Pbisidkrt  prefend  a 
padflo  system. 

Ur.  Qius. — It  is  admitted  on  aD  sides  of  Ae 
Hoose,  that  we  a^^trove  the  genwal  pniMqd«% 
bnt  win  not  pledge  onrHdveB  to  approve  tbe  fm- 
tdoular  means,  ft  is  best,  then,  to  adopt  tte 
least  equivocal  words.    Mr.   G.  allowed  Ite 


Mr.  Dutkb,  in  oppoeitioo  to  the  aentimenls 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  last  eat  down,  wodl 
vole  for  "  f/cvr  policy,"  Instead  of  "  «  policy," 
The  latter  mode  the  sentence  an  afaatrftct  prt^ 
sition.  The  words  "  j/our  policy,"  made  it  a 
personal  ^>pliaatioQ.  The  cmisolcHi  oT  Ite 
word  |i«ur  teoded  to  animpUoation  of  ceooBre. 
If  an  abstract  pronodtionwas  tbe  wbc^  meaft- 
isg  intended  to  be  exprested,  t2iat  meaiuif 
might  as  well  be  pnt  into  any  othw  i^Mie  an  inta 
'~  Address  to  tbe  PsjtaaoFT.  He  did  not  na 
use  of  it  Praise  (said  Mr.  D.)  is  Um  cnh 
reward  which  a  person  reoeivee  in  a  Rapo^ 
can  Government;  or  at  least,  it  is  tbe  graatert 
reward;  and  if  withheld  where  dn&  the  dAet 
must  be  pemidouB.  Here  it  woald  be  ot  man 
particular  imprcprie^  to  withhold  praise,  wfaea 
aU  our  oonstitnenta  approve  tJie  padfie  p«fi<7 
of  the  FsiaiDERT.  It  wonld  have  beoi  amat- 
ter  of  tittle  conaeqnenoe  at  first,  wbeHier  "» 
poHcy"or  "j/ovr  policy"  had  been  adt^ted, 
for  ever?  reader  would  have  nnderstood  it  m 
an  iqiprobattoD  of  the  PsmDEKT.  Bnt  now, 
after  such  a  debate,  if  we  sonple  at  tbe  word 
y<nir,  all  the  world  will  oonolode  that  ve  mm 
an  implied  oensttre. 
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Mr.  BouDiNoT  aajd  that  he  adopted  the  word 
your  u  nueqnivooal.  He  httd  no  meuiiDg  bnt 
-what  was  open  and  candid.  By  adopting  the 
amendment  the  Honae  would  make  that  lan- 
guage explicit,  whioh  wu  at  preeent,  at  least 
in  some  degree,  ambiguooa. 

lb.  Teaot  pronounced  an  elegant  panegyric 
cm  the  character  and  condnot  of  the  PBuiDxifr 
OP  THE  T7hitbi>  Btates,  whom  no  man  admired 
more  sinoerelj  than  he  did,  though  he  oonld  not 
speak  thna  ftvm  the  honor  of  e^ojins  a  perso- 
nal acquaintance.  He  recommended  to  Mr. 
Uasiboii  rather  to  withdraw  his  motion  of 
amendment  altogether  than  bring  it -forward 
at  aoch  an  expense  of  the  good  temper  of  the 
Souse.  The  present  sewioa  had  commenced 
■wjth  good  an^ioea,  and  much  cordiality,  and 
he  would  be  extremely  sony  to  disturb  its  tran- 
qoilliliy. 

Mr.  Masdok  aaid  Uiat  be  felt  senriblr  the 
force  of  the  remains  made  by  the  gentutuan 
who  WIS  last  op.  In  conseqneDoe  of  these 
remarka,  be  ahoold  be  happy  to  withdraw  his 
amendment.    This  was  aooordingly  done. 

It  was  then  proposed  that  the  Ooiiunitl«e  of 
the  whole  House  shonld  rise,  and  report  the 
draft  of  the  Address  as  originally  given  in  by 
the  R>eoial  cmnmittee,  with  the  additional 
amendment  that  liad  been  proposed  by  Mr. 
I>ATTOK  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Fttzbikohb  then  rose  and  said,  that  it 
^ronld  seem  somewhat  inoongmoDS  for  the 
House  to  present  an  Addre»  to  the  Pbcsidbht 
which  (nnitted  all  notice  of  so  f  ery  important 
an  article  in  hts  Speech  as  that  referring  to  the 
aalf-<ireated  soraetiea,  Mr.  F.  then  read  an 
amendment,  which  gave  rise  to  a  tbtt  inter- 
eating  dduUa    The  amendment  was  in  these 

"  Ai  ^ait  of  OU  niljeo^  wa  aumot  irithhoU  onr 
laprobaiion  of  the  nlf-crest«d  sodetiet,  which  ban 
riaeD  np  in  wine  paiti  of  the  Union,  nuBrepremitiDg 
the  conduct  of  tbs  Goveinmant,  and  dlitnrlriiig  tlx 
operadoD  of  the  laws,  and  whlc^  by  deceiTi^  and 
'~'~~~~  **"  igDorant  aod  the  weak,  may  natarany 
o\a»e*J      ■  -  ■       ■         '-•     ■ 


iJiy^ 


>««tlmaUted  andiL 


These  are  "  institutions,  not  strictly  nnlawftd, 
yet  not  less  btalto  good  order  and  true  liberty ; 
and  rq>rebensible  in  the  degree  that  our  eyvtem 
of  goTvnment  q>proache6  to  perfect  poUtioat 


lb,  G1LI8  stated  at  large  bis  sentiments  sa  to 
tbls  expression  in  Uie  Speech  of  the  PsESiDXirr 
aboat  self-created  aodetiea.  The  tone  of  that 
passage  in  the  Speech  had  made  a  great  deal  of 
Bofse  without  doors,  and  it  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  conmderable  agitation  within  doors. 
[Here  a  motion  was  made  for  the  rinng  of  the 
cramnittee.l  Mr.  G.  did  not  wish  to  press  him- 
aelf  iq»on  the  attention  of  the  otxnmittee,  bnt 
if  they  were  disposed  to  hear  him,  he  was  pre- 
pared la  proceed. 

Mr.  SnMwioE  ol^ectod  to  the  rimng  of  the 
cxnumittee.    The  House  had  been  ofm  enter- 


tained and  informed  by  the  ingenoity  of  that 
gentleman,  who  was  now  prepued  to  address 

Mr.  V.  8>nTB  oonddered  it  as  oppodte  to 
the  praotiee  of  the  Honee  for  a  member  to  move 
that  a  committee  shonld  rise,  at  the  very  time 
when  gentlemen  had  dedared  tbemaelTes  ready 
to  deliver  their  sentiments. 

[It  was  repeatedly  inquired  from  the  Ohair,  by 
whom  this  motion  was  made.  No  answer  was 
^vcD  and  it  seemed  to  be  the  nnanimons  wish 
of  the  House  that  Mr.  Giles  shonld  proceed, 
which  he  did.]  Mr,  G,  began  by  declanng  that 
when  be  saw,  or  thoDght  ne  saw,  the  House  of 
Repreeentatives  about  to  erect  itself  into  an 
office  of  censorship,  he  could  not  mt  eilent.  He 
did  not  rise  with  the  hope  of  making  proe- 
elytes,  bat  he  tmsted  that  the  Oat  of  no  person 
in  America  shonld  ever  be  taken  for  tmtb,  im 
plicitly,  and  without  evidenoe. 

Mr.  Otlk  next  entered  into  an  enoominm  of 
some  length  on  the  public  services  and  personal 
character  of  the  Pssanmrr.  He  vindicated  him- 
self from  any  want  of  respect  or  esteem  towards 
him.  He  then  entered  Into  an  examinatjon  of 
the  propriety  of  the  eipresdon  employed  by 
the  PnxBiDEirT,  with  regard  to  self-created  sode- 
ties.  Hr.  G.  sud,  that  there  was  not  an  indi- 
vidnal  in  America,  who  might  not  oome  under 
the  cbaive  of  being  a  member  of  some  one  or 
other  self-created  society.  Aasociationa  of  this 
kind,  religions,  political,  and  philoeopbioal,  wore 

i)e_foundin  eyerr  quarter  of  tlie  Continent. 
"    "  '  .might 

called  the  Friends,  were  of  the  same  kind. 
Every  pulpit  in  the  United  States  might  be  fn- 
cloded  in  this  vote  of  censure,  since,  from  every 
one  of  them,  upon  occasion,  instructions  bad 
been  delivered,  not  only  for  the  eternal  welfar«, 
but  likewise  for  the  t«mporal  happiness  of  the 
people.  There  had  been  other  societioe  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  several  pnrposes.  The  venerable 
Franklin  had  been  at  the  head  of  one,  entitled 
a  sodety  for  political  Information.  Iliey  had 
crimin^ad  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  Ol 
this  State  and  of  the  Governors  of  other  States, 

S-,  they  were  not  prosecuted  or  diatorbed. 
ere  was,  if  be  mistook  not,  once  a  society  in 
this  State,  fbr  the  pnrpoae  of  opposing  or  sub- 
verting the  exisdng  constitution.  They  also 
were  unmolested.  If  the  House  are  to  censure 
the  Democratic,  aodetiea,  they  might  do  the 
same  by  tbe  Oincinnati  Society.  It  is  out  of  the 
way  of  the  Legislature  to  attempt  checUng  or 
reetnuning  pnblio  opinion.  If  the  self-created 
sodetiee  act  oontraiy  to  law,  they  are  unpro- 
tected, and  let  the  law  pursue  ibem.  That  a 
man  is  a  member  of  one  of  these  sodeties  will 
not  protect  him  Trora  an  accusation  for  treason, 
if  the  charge  is  well  founded.  If  the  charge  is 
not  well  founded,  if  the  societies,  In  their  pro- 
ceedings, keep  within  the  verge  of  the  law, 
Hr.  G.  would  be  glad  to  team  what  was  to  be 
..  ..  .1 1  jf  ^^  House  undertake  to  censure 
classes  of  men,  who  can  t«U  where 
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Hmj  will  sti^l  FerhuM  it  nuy  be  adviaabU 
to  cmnmeDoe  moral  phitowphers,  and  oconpow 
a  aew  ejnieni  of  ethics  for  the  atizeoa  of  Amer- 
ica. In  that  oaae,  there  would  be  many  other 
aaljects  for  oetuure,  u  well  aa  the  self-created 
•oaedes,    I«ad-jobbiiig,  for  example,  haa  been 


tt  might  be  defined  „  - 

F^>er  mcoie^,  alao^  woold  be  a  ralyectof  verj 
tt^waUe  fertiut;  for  the  oensore  of  a  moralist. 
Ur,  G.  proceeded  to  eniunerate  other  Dorticu- 
lan  oD  this  head,  and  again  insiBted  ODtneaaffi- 
^encj  of  the  eiiatiag  Uwe  for  the  punishment  of 
ever;  exiBtiiig  abuse.  He  observed,  that  gen- 
tlemen were  sent  to  this  Honae,  not  for  the  por- 
noee  of  pasdng  indiscriminate  votee  of  oensnre, 
Diit  to  le^slate  onlf .  B;  adopting  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Frmnfona,  the  Hoose  would  only 
produce  recriminalian  on  the  part  of  the  socie- 
tiea,  and  r^se  them  into  mnch  more  importance 
than  theT  posablf  could  have  acquired  if  thej 
had  not  been  dlatinKoiahed  b;  a  vote  of  cenaore 
trtxa  that  Eooae,  GenOemen  were  interfering 
with  a  delicate  ri^t,  and  thej  would  be  mach 
wiaer  to  let  the  Democratic  Bocieties  alone. 
Did  the  Hoose  intagine  that  their  cengore,  like 
the  wand  of  a  mBgi<Han,  would  laj  a  speW  ou 


and  the  recrimination  of  the 

develope  the  propriety  of  having  meddled  with 

thetn  at  all.     One  thmg  onght  never  to  be  for- 

Ktleo,  tliat  if  these  people  acted  wrong,  the 
V  was  open  to  panigli  uiem ;  and  if  the;  did 
Dcit,  the;  would  care  ver;  little  for  a  vote  of 
that  Hoose.  Wh;  all  this  particular  deviation 
from  the  common  line  of  buainees  to  pass  rao- 
dom  votee  of  censure  ?  The  American  mind 
was  too  eidightened  to  bear  the  interposition  of 
tiiis  House,  to  aedst  either  in  their  contempla- 
tions of  oonclouons  on  this  subject.  Jfemben 
are  not  sent  here  to  deal  out  applauses  or  oen- 
•urea  in  thia  wa;.  Mr.  G.  r^ected  all  aiming 
at  a  rwtrainl  on  the  opinions  of  private  per- 
sons. Aa  to  the  societies  themselvee,  Mr.  G. 
perBonall;  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 


Mr.  LnUH  hoped  that  the  member  from 
FennBylvania  would,  upon  reflection,  withdraw 
hia  amendment.  Mr.  L.  considered  it  to  be  as 
improper  to  pasa  a  vote  of  censure,  as  it  would 
be  to  pass  a  vote  of  approbation.  He  did  not 
wish  to  give  printers  an  opportunity  of  publiah- 
ina  debues  that  had  better  be  suppressed.  Be- 
d^s,  wherewillthiBbn^eeBDfoensorehipendt 
It  would  be  much  better  oot  to  meddle  with  the 
Democratio  societies  at  all.  fiomeof  them  were 
perfeatlj  sennble  that  they  bad  ^ne  toe 
He  diodd,  therefbre,  move  that  thu  comm 
do  now  riaCj  and  that  the  Chairman  report  the 
Address  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  ToAioHBK  hoped  that  hia  oolleagne  would 
not  insist  on  taking  that  queetion  Just  now,  be- 
fore other  gentlemen  h&d  an  opportunity  of 
delivering  their  senlimenta. 

Kr.  Ltuab,  in  reply,  said  that  gentlemen  were 


at  libertj,  in  liianniiiig  his  moti<Hi,  to  tfCM 
minds  aa  to  the  self-created  societio. 

Mr.  Bkdowiok  requested  that  Ki.  li 
would  take  this  motiw  out  of  the  way.  X 
withdrew  jL 

Mr.  v.  SioTH  then  rose,  and  entered  it  J] 
into  the  subject.  He  said,  that  if  the  cao~ ' 
withheld  an  expreesion  of  dieir  eaidm 
regard  to  the  sodeties  pointed  oat  by  the 
DENT,  their  silence  woold  be  an  avowtd  ja^ 
tion  of  the  EiecoUve.  He  had  no  ter^t 
declare  that  the  conduct  oi  theae  pewb  m 
tended  to  blow  op  the  iusmrectioa.    iifo^ 

Mr.  Guja,  he  thon^t  the  assertion  of  U 
gentleman  too  broad,  whan  he  Be<A»  d  nI 
meddling  with  the  opinions  ot  Mum  tknp 
litical  sodetiea,  i 

He  oonaidered  the  diseenunatirai  of  iu^q*  ' 
sentimenta  aa  a  suitable  object  for  the  flfc 
reprobation  of  that  House.  8iQ)]w«e  as  V> 
ciutoral  eociety  were  to  eetauiiih  iladL  ti 
nnder  that  title  to  disseminate  opimoostobM' 
siva  of  good  order :  the  differenoe  of  a  M> 
sbonld  not  make  Mr.  S.  thiak  then  ein^ 
from  beooming  objects  of  jnelice.  TooUaj 
man  sav  that  the  sole  object  of  aAf-tastid* 
cieties  has  been  the  publication  of  pobEictl  te 
triueef  The  whole  of  their  proceedisp  ba 
been  a  chain  of  censures  on  the  conduct  ^^ 
emment.  If  we  do  not  support  the  FibqAIi 
the  silenoe  of  the  House  will  be  interpretsditt 
an  implied  disapprobatioD  of  tliat  part  of  la 
Speech.  H«  will  be  left  in  a  dilMuma.  Iiii 
be  said  that  he  has  committed  himself 

Mr.  8.  declared  that  he  vras  a  £ri«iidKi  it 
freedom  of  the  press ;  bet  would  any  oae  ttf- 
pare  a  regular  town-meeting  where  doibtrUiw 
were  ooot  and  unruffled,  to  these  eodetiM.toli' 
uoctornal  meetings  of  individual^  after  tW^ 
dined,  where  they  shut  their  dowa,  piei  ^^ 
in  secret,  and  admit  no  membacs  into  tlw^ 
cieties,  bat  those  of  their  own  oboostagl  v 
S.,  by  way  of  illnatration,  obswed,  that  ^ 
House  had  never  done  much  busoM  if)^ 
dinner.  In  otfjection  to  thia  amoidmeiit  it  w 
been  stated,  that  the  aelf-<vected  loeiellM  i^ 
acquire  importance  from  a  vote  of  oeasars  f^ 
on  them.  They  were,  for  hia  part,  <'<''''"*!J 
the  whole  imp^lance  ttiat  auah  a  vole  «M 
give  tbem.  He  complained,  in  strMig  tena%  ^ 
the  calumnies  and  slanders  which  they  had  p- 
pagated  against  Government.  Every  geof^l^ 
who  thought  that  these  olabe  had  doMniiKM 
was  by  thia  amendment  called  upon  to  avow  i* 
opinion.  Ihia  was  the  whiJe.  Kr.  &  Ixil^ 
the  Hooae  to  lake  notice,  and  be  repeated  w 
words  once  or  twice,  that  he  did  not  mw  ^P 
into  the  oonatitutioa  of  theee8ocietiea,i)rloi^ 
that  they  were  iUegaL  The  question  le6«  f" 
House  was  not  whether  these  sod«tie<  '*' 
lUegtl  or  not,  bot  whether  they  have  !»»>■'*' 
chievons  in  Uieir  oonsequenoea. 

Mr.  MoDowxLL  was  of  opinion  that  tb«  1^ 
self-created  sodeties,  was  too  iadcBmU-  1" 
professed  the  higheet  reqiect  for  the  c^*"^ 
cj  U>6  FBBsmKRT]  but  he  did  not  thinly  "* 


.yGoo'^lc 


DIBATSS  OF  G0N6RB88. 


I,  ITH.] 


[H.  wK 


he  proposed  Tote  of  eenmre  vonM  be  anj  e)i- 
fble  pnxtf  of  It.  TheHoQBeof  RepreaentadTeB 
rare  BSBemblednottoTolanteer  in  paaatngTotes 
f  reprobation  on  societies,  orlDdividnols,  but  to 
igislste.  He  wished  that  Kentlemen,  Instead  of 
mug  their  time  on  each  rriToloiu  and  inflam- 
latoiy  amendmenta,  vonld  proceed  to  the 
Toper  bngineae  of  the  House.  The  gentleinan 
rom  South  Carolina  seemed  to  be  irell  ao- 
aainted  with  Democratic  societies.  It  was  very 
nie  that  the;  had  pcbluhed  rceolndoiu  repro' 
«ting  the  aMmnption  bosineas,  and  the  Bystem 
f  fbodin^ ;  bnt  the  rest  of  the  people,  as  well  as 
)emocratio  aodetiee,  hod  verj  generall  j  cenmred 
he  BHmnptloa  and  the  ftmding  tranHacUoni. 
le  Uionght  that  some  laws  had  been  passed 
rhich  answered  no  good  purpose,  nor  indeed 
nj  pnipcse,  bat  that  of  irritating  the  pnblic. 
[lie  presuit  amendment  he  considered  as  de- 
jMOtive  not  only  to  the  interoonrse  of  domestic 
ociety,  bnt  tliat  it  involred  a  proepect  of  throw- 
ngreetr^nt  upon  the  conduct  of  gentlemeo  in 
he  House  of  Kepreeentatives.  Witii  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Yiraiaia,  (Mr.  Giun,)  he  was  sadsfled 
hat  the  ameooment,  if  adopted,  would  hare  no 
*d^twhat«ver  with  the  citizens  of  the  United 
katee ;  as  they  were  too  enlightened  to  aooept 
it  opiDfons  from  theb  BepresentatiTes. 

ar.  Tbaot  bad  inuf^ned  that  no  man  would 
lave  the  hardihood  tc  oome  forward  In  that 
Souse  and  vindicate  tbese  societies.  He  quoted 
■twa  the  remtrkt  ot  Mr.  UoDowiu.,  the  words, 
'your  wanton  lawa,  b«gott«n  in  darkness,  first 
raised  innureoUon  ; "  and  likewiae  some  oflter 
irords  about  tiie  enormous  eznense  of  millions 
tar  the  Wcatarn  expedition.  Mr.  T.,  after  read- 
iiw  these  expressions  from  a  memorandnm, 
irnich  he  held  in  his  hand,  declared  his  snrprise, 
that  a  gentleman,  whom  he  knew  to  possess  the 
gmdor  and  i^ood  sense  of  the  member  from  North 
OaiolliiL  ooold  suffer  snch  Isngnage  to  escape 
Um.  He  WHS  oertain  that  the  gentleman,  if  be 
had  not  been  somewhat  in  a  hnrry,  nerer  would 
hare  permitted  thoae  words  to  pass  fr«m  his 
lipa 

Quitting  this  tofdo,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  tie  would, 
tor  his  own  part,  be  disposed  to  let  these  so- 
inetiM  alone,  andleave  them  to  the  chastisement 
irfthmr  own  oonsdonoes.  K  they  were  to  say, 
"  Qentlemen,  you,  as  tyrants,  make  laws,  and 
lUv«fl  obey  them,"  I  wonid  answer,  stud  Mr.  T., 
"It  is  very  rash.  Tbink  agun  before  yon  say 
thlsagain.  We  believe  that  from  inadvertency, 
•ame  things  have  esowed  from  Democratio  so- 
detiee,  which  tbey  had  not  well , weighed,  and 
which  bad  a  bad  effect  on  weak  and  ignorant 
MDple  in  the  western  oonnties  of  Pennsylvania. 
lOQ  have  seen  the  bad  effects  of  yonr  temerity. 
Take  oare  before  yon  publish  any  such  thing 
■B^B."  'Mr.  T.siud,  this  is  all  the  length  which 
wemeantogOj  uidtsn  any  body  object  to  this? 
The  Democratio  sodeties  form  but  a  vei;  small 
pwtton  of  the  peoide  of  America.  Where  is  the 
hann  in  saying  that  one-hundredth,  or,  I  balieve 
I  might  say,  not  more  than  one-thousandth  part 
of  the  dtizeoa  of  the  United  Btatea  have  been 


mistaken,  and  that  they  have  been  Imprudent  in 
printing  oertain  indiscreet  resoluiions  I  Mr.  T. 
declared  that  if  the  PBEeiDKir  bad  not  spoke  of 
the  matter,  he  shonld  have  been  willing  to  let  it 
alone,  becaase  whenever  a  sabject  of  that  kind 
was  touched,  there  were  certain  gentlwnen  in 
that  House  who  shook  their  backs,  like  a  sore- 
backed  horse,  and  cried  out.  The  Liberties  of  the 
people  I  Mr.  T.  wished  only  that  the  House,  If 
their  opitiion  of  these  societies  corresponded 
with  that  of  the  PxmnEirT,  should  declare  tlut 
tbey  bad  snch  an  opinion.  This  was  qnite  diObr- 
ent  from  attempting  to  legislate  on  tJie  sutjjeot. 
Hsa  not  the  Legislntnre  done  so  before?  Is 
there  any  impropriety  in  paying  this  mark  of 
respect  to  a  man  to  whom  all  America  owes 
snch  indelible  obligations  I  He  thought  that 
this  declaration  from  the  Boase  of  Repre«ent*- 
tivea  wonld  tend  to  disoonrage  Democratio  aor 
detiee,  by  nnitjngall  men  of  eense  agdnsttbem. 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  perhaps  the  member  who  spoke 
last  might  be  connected  With  some  of  these  so- 
cieties, of  which  he  entertained  so  favorable 


Mr.  MoDowsLL  uii,  that  he  wanted  the 
House  to  avoid  qnarrels,  and  to  mind  thefe" 
proper  bnsiness  of  legislation.  He  declared  that 
DO  was  not  a  member  of  any  such  sodety.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  had  ever  been  in  the  com- 
pany of  any  person  who  was  a  member  of  any  of 
them.  He  was  even,  he  declared  upon  his  hon- 
or, Ignorant  whether  there  were,  or  ever  had 
heeu,  any  snch  societies  in  North  Oarolina.  Ha 
adverted  to  the  nmile  of  the  sore-hacked  horse, 
and  e^d  that  he  believed  his  back  to  have  been 
robbed  harder  in  the  last  war,  than  that  of  the 
gentleman.  He  imagined  that  tbese  societies 
bad  done  both  good  and  hann,  and  again  de~ 
clared,  that  be  could  not  consent  to  a  vote  of 
indiscriminate  reprobation. 

Mr.  DiTTON  was  heartily  forthe  ahiendment. 
He  observed  that  he  wanted  no  evidence  to  sat- 
isfy him,  as  to  the  gentleman  not  being  a  mem- 
ber of  any  of  these  societies.  If  he  had  been 
oonnected  with  them,  he  wonld  have  known 
their  principles  better  than  he  seems  to  do.  Mr- 
D,  said  that  many  persons  in  Kew  Jersey,  who 
bad  been  the  meet  violent  agunst  the  excise  law 
were  equally  so  against  the  insnigeots;  and 
though  their  opinion  of  the  law  itself  was  un- 
altered, which  they  made  no  scruple  of  openly 
declaring,  yet  they  did  not,  on  that  account, 
hesitate  sbont  marching  against  the  insurgents 
They  did  not  snppose  that  one  obnoxious  statute 
was  any  reason  for  overturning  tlie  Federal 
Constitution.  The  murmors  against  the  excise 
law  in  New  Jersey  had  been  converted  into  uni- 
versal silence,  because  no  man  would  venture  to 
expretts  his  discontent,  at  the  hazard  of  being 
suspected  of  being  a  friend  to  the  insurgents. 
That  the  Democratic  sodeties  had  produced  the 
most  miaohievous  effects  in  the  western  ooanliei 
there  could  be  no  question.  Letters  had  been 
received  from  oCBcera  in  tlie  army,  who  were 
the  most  respectable  oharact«TS,  and  who,  from 
authentic  information,  had  offlrmed  the  fiiot.  It 


.Coo^^lc 


ABBXDOMBNT  OF  THB 


rB.] 


PfonnM,lH 


had  beoi  stated  that  tbeM  Mople  would  m 
inate  npon  the  Hoose,  ana  it  bad  even 
hinted  that  their  r«criiwaatioiis  might  affect  the 
PBxanxDT.  Hat  man,  said  Mr.  D.,  ia  above 
tik^  oensnre.  He  lielieved  that  if  their 
■urea  had  anj  effect  at  all,  it  would  be  to  do  the 
FmiPKfT  honor. 

Vr.  NioBOUS.— When  «e  m;  an  attempt 
mad*  iu  thia  Honse  to  reprobate  whole  bodetie^ 
on  aoooont  of  the  oondoct  of  individuals,  it  may 
tnily  be  lUBpeoted  that  eonie  of  the  insmbera  of 
this  House  h»ve  Bore  backs.  The  Pbibideki 
baa  been  apprised  of  the  Bbsordit;  of  makinB 
this  a  LegislatjTe  bnsiiieaB.  Hei«  Mr.  K.  read 
ftpaasage  fhnn  the  PneiDivt's  %>eech,  to  »how, 
tut  the  aotloe  taken  of  self-oreoted  aocietiee 
was  not  intended  for  a  topic  of  discnwoQ  in  that 
House.  The  passage  was  expresslj  addressed  to 
everf  description  of  dtizens : 

"  And  wbita  in  dia  oalin  mnDtnti  of  reflectiaa,  the  j 
•haU  have  retnoed  the  origin  and  prcgrea  of  tlu  io- 
■amcUon,  let  them  detenutne,  vhather  it  bu  been 
Ibmontad  b;  oombiiMlJoiis  of  men,  wbo,  cardeai  of 
oonnqnenaaa,'  &a. 

Was  this  an  address  to  the  two  Houses  ?  IHil 
this  passage  show  that  the  Fbksidikt  wanted 
them  to  intermeddle !  Were  thuv  called  apon 
to  give  an  opinion!  Where  could  be  the  pre~ 
tenee  for  any  thing  of  this  sort?  The  Hoose 
have  mode  acta.  Ilie  Democratic  societies 
probate  them,  and  then  the  Honse  reprobate  the 
Demooratio  societies.  When  jou  first  cut  a 
man's  throat,  and  tbereafler  call  him  a  rascaL 
do  yon  sappose  that  your  accnsation  will  affect 
the  tnan's  reputation  f  The  Honse,  bypassing 
thia  vote  of  oenanre,  would  make  themselves  a 
',  and  lose  a  title  to  nnanapected  confidence. 
T.  declared,  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  never 
had  airr  concern  wilii  these  societies,  nor  ever 
to  his  knowledge  bad  spent  an  hour  with  any 
neraoD  who  was  a  member  of  them.  He  rather, 
if  any  thing,  despised  tbetn.  He  had  always 
thought  them  the  very  woist  advooatea  for  the 
oanse  which  they  eaponsed ;  bnt  he  had  come 
two  hnndred  miles  to  legidate,  and  not  to 
reprobate  private  sooietiea.  He  was  not  paid 
by  his  constitnents  for  doing  bnsineae  of  that 
sort.  The  Pbesiokkt  knew  the  bnnnen  of 
the  Home  better  than  to  call  for  any  such 
votes  of  censore.  It  wss  wrong  to  condemn 
sodeties  for  porticolar  acta.  That  there  never 
should  be  a  Democratioal  society  in  America, 
sud  Xz.  Sy  I  would  pve  my  most  hearty  con- 
sent ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  persecution  tor  the 
Bake  of  opinions.     With  respect  either  to  the 

ipriety  or  the  power  of  suppressing  them,  Ur. 

was  in  both  cases  equally  of  opinion  that  it 

IS  maoh  better  to  let  them  alone.  They  mnst 
■tand  or  fkll  by  the  general  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  America,  b  it  poesiblo  that  these  so- 
deOes  can  exist,  for  any  length  of  time,  when 
they  are  of  no  real  use  to  the  country  ?  No. 
But  this  amendment  wilt  make  the  people  »t 


&' 


propric 


produced  tbo  'Weeiora  insorreciion,  and,  there- 


fore, theoommitteewereJutasweUscOUi 
institute  an  inquiry  in  this  case,  as  fonmrljit' 
garding  the  (ailore  of  the  expedition  otGmi 
St.  Clair. 

The  committee  now  roee,  and  rep(»t(d  p»- 
greas,  and  had  leave  to  Nt  agun. 

TcisDAT,  November  S5. 
Another  member,  to  wit,  Jaiob  ( 


The  Frmina*  ^Mtk. 

The  House  again  want  into  GommittM  i 
the  Whole  on  Uie  Address  of  the  Pimm 
and  the  amendment  ot  Hr.  FnzSDKM,  Ih, 
Cobb  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Mdsbat  said,  that  he  did  not  shopte 
like  the  wording  of  the  ameodment  bot  brfn 
the  House.  He  had  hoped  that  some  mMfii» 
tlon  of  it  wonld  have  been  prepared  Iithm 
of  its  friends;  butas  none  was  offered,aBdftM 
was  a  call  for  Ihe  qnestion,  he  wonld  votsftril 
rather  than  against  it.  He  add,  tiiat  be  bi 
not  been  personally  attaoked  by  any  of  the  Di 
bunals  in  question,  and  no  further  isjgrei  ^ 
their  machinations  than  as  he  was  a  cJti«n  a 
a  free  Bepublio  in  whose  prosperity  he  felt  lii 
oloeest  possible  union,  and  in  whose  olamiDB 
he  of  oonrae  felt  great  t^inpsthy.  Amosg  tlM 
various  sonroee  of  the  late  calamity,  tiie  PiK- 
oeut  had  traoed  and  dedgntied  oertiin  tH- 
created  eodetiee,  who  had  arrogated  the  niiiap- 


he  had  declared  to  have  beoi,  in 
instrumental  in  fomentijig  the  late  inssneetiai 
Ur.  U.  ooniessed  that  behad  fear^  Isst  winH 
lest  the  disorganizing  qiirit  which  had  ^t 
abroad  in  the  sh^M  of  reeolutHMU  from  a>» 
sodetiee,  would  have  produced  the  eSed  i^ 
oribed  to  them  by  the  PxiBiDEirT.  Tbe  ita- 
duct  of  the  Demooratio  dubs,  or  those  <tf  thA 
with  which  he  had  most  aoqaaintance,  *Pf*™ 
to  him  to  have  been  instrumental  to  is  «** 
which  threaConed  destruction  to  le^ttmiU9>'- 
erument.  If  we  believe  thia  to  be  Um  ^ 
Mr.  M.  knew  no  motive,  dn^,  or  pd»<?,  *''?" 
ought  to  restrain  us  at  th^  period  tKoi  sjwi 
that  we  believe  it,  and  from  Uioentin^  it  "^ 
dedarati(m  will  rather  hold  ont  a  canwn  to  IM 
thonghtlMS,  than  infilot  l«^  penalties  iip°f 
thdr  follies.  It  wUl  present  to  onr  fello*-(i^ 
zens  a  memorable  example  <rf  one  '?°T^ 
error  and  politioal  nusfortone,  by8howtajw» 
the  danger,  which  has  already  oost  abore  twW 
hnndred  thousand  dollars.  He  couM  no'  ^ 
any  evil  liat  was  to  result  from  »n  •^"•J 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Honse,  by  the  p^P""^ 
amendment.  It  had  not  the  qnslity  o^V' 
for,  if  a  law  were  propoaed  fiir  the  i^J^ 
of  these  Bocieties,  he  wonld  o«>i»  '*■  ''* 
amendment  to  the  Addrese  woold  'V"'"*^*^ 
sdrice.  It  onriails  not  the  ri^tots  ft**F5 
which  Mr.  M  bdd  to  be  the  laini°*^,fl, 
pnblicmind.  Itwonldtendtoeidte»j^^ 
and  aalutUT  inqiury  ^wywr  nuBy  iWf**' 
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he  Just  and  tme  limits  witbin  which  a  TirtnonB 
nd  enlightened  wen-wisher  to  o 
ronld  thmk  it  safe  to  eierciM  this 
he  inatilit;  and  danger  of  snch  sod 
«DntiT,  he  had  little  doubt  The  soeae  of  their 
lirthpuMM  was  well  adapted  to  the  wholesome 
litplay  of  their  powers.  In  France,  where  a 
le^Kitism,  impregnable  to  pablle  opinion,  had 
signed — where  no  channel  opened  a  ^mpathj 
ly  representation  with  the  groat  body  of  the 
tation — those  societies  were  admirably  adapted 
o  break  down  and  snbTert  the  old  bnlwarx  of 
labitnal  authority.  But  in  America  the  oase 
ras  widely  diflbrent.  Look  at  the  immense 
)ody  of  publio  functionaries,  who  In  this  oonn- 
rj  are  elected  immediately  by  the  people,  or 
tj  their  electors,  in  a  eonstitHtional  mode,  and 
or  whether  they  are  not  adeqnate  as  ftmction- 
ines  to  the  pnbllo  pnrposea  of  the  conntry, 
taclnding  every  descriptdon  of  Legators, 
Jonndls,  Governors,  Conrta,  Jorors,  and 
iherUb,  there  are  above  twelve  thousand.  Of 
Jieae,  more  than  eleven  hundred  are  actaal 
Leeialatora,  besides  the  hnndred  in  this  Honse, 
iDd  those  above  stairs.  These  all  act  in  the 
States,  connties,  townahipe,  and  hnndreda,  in 
separate  bnt  relative  circles,  so  as  t«  prednde  a 
putial  attention  to  any  one  scene,  ■     ■'  - 


danon  of  another.    The  whole  oonntir 


I  faU 


Kany  of  these  Lepslatnres  are  In  session  twice 
8  year,  and  all  of  them  annually.  We  might 
be  confused  by  their  immense  nnmber,  were 
they  not  so  admirably  dispersed  over  the  Oonti- 
neat,  and  did  they  not  move  nnder  the  Ruid- 
BDoe  of  the  laws,  with  the  harmony  of  the 
^heree.  It  would  not  be  eaay  to  organize  the 
uatitHi  into  a  more  mnltifarioos  sh^M. 

The  case  maintained  hj  Mr,  Dattos  yestei^ 
day  appeared  to  be  strong.  He  said  that  we  had 
inquired  into  the  defeat  of  St.  Cl^r'a  army,  and 
so  we  might  into  the  cansee  of  the  insurrection. 
To  point  it  ont  to  a  people  so  enlightened,  will 
be  to  prevent  it  in  fotnre.  If  the  Hoose  agree 
tu  opinion  with  the  PbesIdknt,  th^  will  speak 
tlieir  opinion,  and  do  their  dnty.  This  declara- 
tint  goes  to  the  constituent  body,  throagh  the 
Eiecutive  ;  and,  while  it  gratifies  their  inquiries 
in  a  point  of  so  much  solicitnde,  it  erecU  a 
*iniing  beacon.  Xt  shows  to  them  the  stormy 
breakers  which  lately  threatened  the  public 

Cwith  shipwreck,  and  invitee  them  tip  ad- 
to  pilots  of  their  own  oboosinK,  and  to 
charts  with  which  they  ore  acqaainted. 

If  the  PsEBiDENT  had  not  thought  some  of 
the  societies  instromental  in  prodacing  the  late 
^•Janiity,  Ihej  would  not  have  attracted  hfa 
notice,  nor  that  of  the  House.  It  ia  because 
tl>ey  are  believed  to  have  assisted  and  fomented 
the  insarrection,  that  onr  constitueDta  onght  to 
be  warned  agatnat  them ;  and  that  another  ne- 
<*«>ty  for  eierting  their  patriotism  may  be 
•aved  to  those  brave  men  who  are  at  present 
MCoontoring  evefy  difficolty  in  the  WesL 
These  sodetiea  are  not  attended  to,  because, 
ome  of  thdr  proceedings 


bowever  ofieuive  i 


and  doctrines  may  have  been,  yet  the  rights  of 
the  press  ought  not  to  be  freely  bandied. 

Mr.  FmsnfONi  had  no  violent  predilection 
tor  any  performance  of  his  own.  He  had, 
therefore,  to  prevent  so  much  disputing,  pre- 
pared to  withdraw  hie  motion,  provided  the 
committee  be  willing  that  be  should  do  so,  and, 
in  the  room  of  this  motion,  he  wonld  read 
another,  for  which  he  was  indebted  to  a  gentle- 
man at  his  right  hand,  (Mr.  B.  Bonsin.) 

The  committee  consented.  The  former  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn,  and  the  other  was  read. 
This  was  an  echo  of  that  part  of  the  speech 
of  the  PssBiDxirT  which  mentions  Belf-oreat«£ 
societies. 

Mr.  Okbibtix  then  rose.  He  was  aorry  to 
difTer  from  his  worthy  colleague  (Mr,  Mdbbit) 
on  the  question  then  before  the  committee ;  and 
he  was  doubly  sorry  to  hear  that  gentieman 
labor  so  strenaoQBl^  to  saddle  a  public  odium  on 
some  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  State  which  h« 
represented.  Mr.  0.  shoold  not  have  risen  on 
the  present  occadon,  although  he  thought  it  an 
important  one,  had  it  not  been  to  endeavor  to 
rescue  from  pnbUo  censure  a  society  of  gentie- 
men,  who  were  described  in  the  present  amend- 
ment before  ^e  committee,  as  oMects  of  publio 
opprobrium.  Mr.  0.  allnded  to  the  Repnblicaa 
Soaety  of  the  town  of  Baltimore.  If  the 
present  amendment  took  place,  that  society 
would  be  involved  in  general  and  nndeserved 
censure.  He  would,  therefore,  infbrm  the  Honse 
of  what  description  of  men  the  Bepnblican 
Socien^  of  Baltimore  (insisted  i  and  then  the 
committee  wonld  be  the  best  Judges  whether 
they  ought  to  be  rewarded  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  present  amendment  proposes.    They 


society  of  gentiemen  associated  tt 

g  porpose  of  dllftmitig  political  kno 

thron^out  tbe  State  of  Maryland,  and  to  i 


a  political  knowledge 


struct  their  Representatives  in  Oongress,  and  the 
Legi^ature  of  the  State,  in  any  point  that  they 
think  necessary,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sow* 
ing  dissension  among  tbe  citiieDs  of  America,  or 
of  cultivating  dislike  tothe  nnion,0Ttothelaw8. 
This  society  oonwsts  of  men  whose  characters  are 
superior  to  any  censure  that  might  be  thrown 
against  them,  by  tbe  mover  of  &«  amendment. 
But  when  Oongt«ss  are  abont  to  cast  an  odium 
on  a  partionlar  sode^,  the  members  of  which 
have  every  respect  for  that  body,  and  have 
always  incnloated  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the 
TTaited  States,  Mr.  C.  left  it  to  the  committee 
to  determme  whether,  if  they  were  themselvefl 
in  the  place  of  tbe  Baltimore  Society,  they 
wonld  not  feel  thdr  sensibility  materially 
wounded)  Was  not  this  returning  good  for 
evil?  He  again  reminded  the  committee  that 
tbe  Republican  Society  at  Baltimore  was  com- 
posed of  a  band  of  patriots,  not  tbe  fair-weather 
patriots  of  the  present  day,  bnt  the  patriots  of 
seventy-five,  the  men  who  were  not  afrtud  to 
rally  around  the  American  standard,  when  that 
station  was  almost  concluded  to  be  aforlom  hope. 
They  were  men  who,  with  th^  persons  ud 
propertiea,  had  ■«n«wJ  to  drive  fium  the  soil 
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ot  Amerk&  the  pnaent  UwImb  diBtnrben  ot 
the  world.  Are  theae  tlia  meo,  Mk«d  Ur.  0., 
who  ought  to  have  all  this  man  itfCongrMmnal 
odinm  cMtnpontiiemt  I  troat not, iir.  Itrtut, 
thatifpartiealargentlem«a«r«  illibenl  «iioaf^ 
to  oensim  them,  yet  that  thia  Howe  will  neTer 

re  to  Micit  iD^nitou  mcMiirM.  What  was 
conduct  of  thu  sodetj  wlien  the  first  news 
of  the  late  innuTeotlon  reached  them  ?  Did 
thej  not,  tn  the  most  pointed  manner,  ducoon- 
tenonoe  anj  anoh  prooeeding  f  TUd  thoj  not 
tefoBe  toaorre^mndwitliBnyaoaietj  that  aided, 
or  in  ai^  manner  abetted,  the  imorreotiou? 
They  did  more.  The^  offired  tfamr  perwmal 
aeirices  to  go  and  help  to  cmahthia  oommotioD 
in  the  hnd.  Ur.  0.  Biilgoiaed  tliat  be  wonld 
Tentnre  to  say,  and  at  the  aame  time  he  apokt 
within  botmdH,  that  nime-teatlu  of  tiiii  aocie^ 
aotoally  took  np  their  mnskela  and  marebed 
into  the  field  fw  the  above  landable  porpoM, 
anJd  that  niunben  of  them  atill  oontone  tbeie, 
and  are  the  friends  of  peace  and  order,  and  not 
the  diwrganiRera  that  the  present  amendmeat 
wonld  make  them.  Mr.  0.  ^pealed  to  the 
eandor  of  Qm  oommittee  to  mj,  whether  the 
Baltimore  eelf-ereated  Republican  Society  were 
the  deacriptiim  of  nien  whom  the  Pshidkbt, 
tn  his  Speech,  meant  to  describe.  4le  waa  aore 
it  WHB  not.  Therefore,  why  inrdve  in  thia  in- 
disorimtnate  censdre  men  who  have  deserved  ao 
well  of  their  ooantrj!  men  who,  instead  ot 
bavingodlnm  cart  upon  them,  merit  everr  praise 
which  the  Federal  Government  can  bestow. 
For  these,  and  some  other  reasons,  Mr.  O.  de- 
dared  that  he  shoold  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment, and  he  tmated  that  he  afaonld  vote  in  the 

Mt.  MnnntT  rose  to  explain.  He  did  not 
mean  this  societj.  It  was  the  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsbnrg  societies.  Mr.  IL  was  acqoainted 
with  this  Hooietj,  and  had  the  greatest  reepect 
for  them.  As  for  the  members  of  the  othw  so- 
eietiea,  he  was  for  gibbeting  thdr  prindplea  only. 

Ur.  BiTTBKBFOBD. — This  alarm  is  owieg  to  an 
overgrown  moneyed  Byatem,  with  which  the 
people  are  not  entirely  satisfled.  Bat  the 
moneyboMera  need  not  he  afi«id.  The  people 
will  pay  the  pnblic  debt  Then  why  aietorb 
tiie  tnnqnilli^  of  the  people!  The  FsKammsr, 
In  bis  Speech,  points  only  at  combinations  over 
the  monntains.  As  to  the  character  of  the 
PRKBiDBm  himselil  to  praise  him  was  like  hold- 
ing op  a  nuh  candle  to  let  us  see  the  snn.  I 
have  known  that  man,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  theee 
forty  yean.  I  have  had  the  honOT  of  aerviag 
nnder  him  in  the  last  war,  and  of  frequently 
exeonting  his  wise  and  noble  orders.  The 
member  declared  that  this  ameodmoit  eonld 
answer  no  purpose  hnt  that  of  disturbing  the 


pnbtio  peace.    He  himself  reOTesented  as  re- 

apeotable  a  district  as  any  in  Virginia,  and 

hed  as  good  opportunities  as  any  genUeman 


tiiat  House  to  know  the  temper  of  Americans. 
They  were  firmly  attached  to  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  holders  of  pnper  need  not  be 
io  mooh  afraid  of  Democratic  societiee,  for  the 


iharge  the  pnbne  detA,  no  mattv 
how  it  wai  embwjted,  and,  thereibre,  it  wodd 
be  mnoh  better  not  to  banua  the  public  niid 
with  amendments  like  that  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GiLis  said,  that  be  had  an  amaodmcBt 
to  propose  that  would,  he  hoped,  ni«etwiih  tks 
tq>tat>hatioa  of  a  certain  dewripticHi  of  paitle- 
men  in  that  committee.  His  amendment  «s 
to  strike  out  the  wwds  "  self-created  societiei,* 
from  the  amendment  of  Mr.  FrrssiMoss,  au 
insert  "the  Deuio<7atio  Bodetue  (tf  Fful*- 
delpbia,  New  York,  and  KttsbarK."  Gtitfia- 
men  could  then  faave  aome'qiei^o  otgeet  M 
wbieb  tb^  oonld  s^  that  their  vote  of  oeuHn 
was  levelled;  Av  the  g«ieisl  expreHatxi  of  acit 
created,  otHnprehcBded  every  aode^  </  aif 
Und  in  the  XJnioa.  For  bis  own  part,  he  vm 
very  &r  frinn  wanting  to  eenenre  any  aet  i' 
men  for  their  politioal  op{ni<ws. 

Mr.  Paskxb  seoonded  the  motion  for  atrikiag 
out,  bnt  be  wonld  not  ooneent  to  the  imcrtian 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gilk. 

Mr.  SEoewiCK  thon^t  that  the  imnnrhry^ 
stands  better  ss  it  is  at  present. 

Mr.  YBNtnLi  said,  that  there  was  a  paps'  en 
that  table  (he  referred  to  the  letter  from  Xl 
HuuLion  to  the  PnieinKirr)  which  showed 
that  the  oombinatdons  in  the  weetenr  oonntiB 
b^an  their  existeooe  at  the  very  aaow  time 
with  the  Gioise  law  iteelt  It  was,  tbereAn, 
entirely  improper  to  ascribe  them  to  Demom- 
tic  societiee.  Shoold  Govemmcot,  said  Ur.  T., 
come  forward  and  show  their  bnbecilitj  Vr 
censuring  what  we  cannot  pnnishl  The  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  think  ana  a  right  to  smok 
I  am  not  afiwd  to  spteik  my  senldmenta.  I  ^ 
not  afraid  (tf  being  called  a  disOTganixer.  Ian, 
as  much  as  any  gentleman  in  this  oununittee,  ■ 
friend  to  regnkr  govemm^t. 

Mr.  Dkx^u  behoved  that  each  aocietiea  wtn, 
in  themselves,  wrong,  bnt  be  was  stiU  not  fir 
making  laws  agtdnst  them.  He  had,  bowenc, 
nnmerons  objections  to  thdr  conduct.  One  of 
theee  was,  that  they  erected  themselves  intaa 
model  for  the  rest  of  thdr  fellow-citizens  to 
copy.  The  great  principle  of  Republican^ 
was,  that  the  minmity  should  submit  to  the 
#ill  of  the  m^rity.  Bnt  those  people  have 
elevated  themselves  into  tyrants.  Suoh  socie- 
ties are  proper  in  a  country  where  govenunetf 
is  de^Hitlo,  bat  it  i^i  improper  that  sucdi  aocselica 
should  exist  in  a  free  country  like  the  Ui^ied 
State^  and  hence,  Mr.  D.  was  a  friend  to  tbe 
amendment  pr«q»osed  by  Mr.  FmswoMH.  It 
had  been  said,  that  it  was  Qnnsoal  to  give  opi>- 
ions  of  this  kind,  bnt,  in  reaUtyj  the  Hooae  w«e 
in  the  practice  of  expressing  their  nnntimmtt 
on  mattereof  that  sort,  in  sneh  addreesee  as  the 
one  now  before  them.  Mr.  D.  was  daoAoSj 
against  the  amendment  of  the  amendment  pcv- 
poeed  by  Mr.  Giuta. 

Mr.  KicHOLAs. — Gentlemen  have  tmrn^t  us 
into  a  disons^n,  and  then  at^  we  most  de^ 
as  they  please,  in  deference  to  the  Pkaeamn. 
This  is  the  real  ground  and  fonjadatiut  of  tbair 
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•rgnmente.  But  who  started  this  qneitioiit  IT 
the  gentlemen  have  broaght  themselTsa  into  a 
difflciiltj  with  regard  to  the  Pbsbwwst,  hy 
theirpwlidpatioiirnproposiDgYoteHof  censure 
which  tliiej  cannot  cair;  through,  Ihej  have 
asHy  to  hlame  thenuelTes.  Is  it  expect^  edd 
Ifr.  K.,  that  I  am  to  abaodon  my  Indepeudenoe 
for  the  Bake  of  Oie  TsxMnxin  t  He  never  In- 
tMided  that  we  ihonld  take  anj  aooh  noljoe  of 
hia  reference  to  these  Boofetieg;  bntif  thepopn- 
lari^of  thePitBsiDKST  has,  in  the  present  case, 
been  committed,  let  those  who  have  hatched 
this  thiog,  and  who  have  brought  it  forward, 
VHwer  for  the  oonsequenoOB.  rhis  whole  qnee- 
tinn  tarns  npon  a  matter  of  Act,  which  ought 
to  be  prored,  ya :  Have  the  Democratic  aooie- 
tiee  beau  one  of  the  principal  o^nses  of  the 
Veeteniinenrrection?  This  is  a  matter  of  feet, 
or  otJienrise,  and  it  depends  npon  direct  evi- 
deoce.  Bat  how  do  geudemea  handle  tlila 
qneition  f  They  digress  into  abatraot  propom- 
DOtM,  a  thing  never  heard  of  before,  where  a 
matter  of  feet  was  to  be  proved.  I  say,  where 
direct  proof  is  wanted,  we  see  gentlemen  stand- 
ing cok  the  floor  for  htdf  an  hom-  togetjier,  with- 
ont  attempting  to  advance  a  mugle  net  in 
Hipport  of  their  aaeertions ;  yet  this  la  the  only 
uinianble  Und  of  evidence  that  the  societies 
«n  from  t^dr  nature  nnfKendly  to  the  Federal 
Government. 

Ur.  K.  then  adverted  to  a  remark  which  ha^ 
been  made,  that  libels  were  daily  prosecnted  in 
thia  oomitry,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that 
cclmnnlons  attacks  on  Government  were  the 
just  objects  of  reprehension.  Mr.  K.  sud,  that 
the  comparison  was  not  fair,  because  in  a  case 
of  libel,  the  partiea  aoensed  have  a  proper 
oppratmiity  to  defend  themselves.  Have  these 
people  here  (the  Demooratio  sodetles)  any 
such  opportonily  ?  It  h&s  been  alleged,  as  a 
orime  agtinst  them,  that  they  have  never  once 
pnbMied  any  ^probation  of  any  meetare  of 
Ctovemment.  Br.  N.  argued  that  this  arose 
from  the  very  natnre  of  thkr  institution,  which 
■wm  to  watoh  the  errors  of  the  Legislatore  and 
Xzecotive,  and  point  out  to  the  public  what 
Ihej  oonsidered  to  be  mistakes.  Fanlts  were 
th«  only  kind  of  &ots  which  they  were  in  quest 
ot  Here  Mr.  N.  drew  a  material  distinction. 
If  Uieee  sodeties  had  censured  e^ery  proceeding 
of  Oorenunent,  there  would  have  been  the 
greatest  reaeoa  for  taking  some  measures.  But 
-what  was  the  easel  As  to  an  immense  number 
<tf  the  prooaedings  oi  the  Execntive  and  Legi»- 
laton,  tbey  had  taken  no  notice  whatever. 

Hr.  Bkdswiok  tbonght  that  the  pBistnEin 
■wonld  have  been  defective  in  his  duty,  had  he 
omitted  to  mention  what  he  religionaly  believed 
to  be  tme,  viz :  that  the  Demooratio  societies 
Itad  in  a  great  measure  origlDated  the  late  dis- 
tarbanoes.  tt  was  the  indiq>enBab]e  duty  of 
thn  PiismKBT  to  speak  as  he  had  spoken. 
Tbo  present  amendment  (of  Mr.  FiizBivoNe) 
'wovld  have  a  tendency  to  piniige  these  sodeties 
Into  contempt,  and  to  sii^  them  stiU  brther 
into  abhoirenoe  and  detestation.    Ee  pronoun- 


ced them  to  be  illidt  combinations.  One  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Nicbolab)  tolls  you,  that  he  despises 
them  most  heartily.  Another  (Hr.  Lnux) 
says  that  they  hegtit  to  repent.  Will  the  Amer- 
ican people  perversely  propose  to  shoulder  and 
bolster  up  these  despised  and  repenting  socie- 
ties, which  are  now  ttmibling  into  dnst  and 
contempt)  Their  conduct  differed  as  fcr  from 
a  Mr  and  honorable  investigation,  as  Christ 
and  Belial.  They  were  men  prowling  in  the 
dark.  God  is  my  jndKe,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I 
would  not  wish  to  check  a  Mr  discasdon. 

One  gentleman  (Mr.  MoDoWui,)  had  told 
the  ootmnlttce,  that  the  Aseomptiou  and  Fund- 
ing transaotione  were  a  cause  of  poblio  disoon- 
tenL  It  hAs  been  the  trick  of  uieae  people  to 
make  this  sesertion.  They  have  sud  that  lb« 
Funding  System  is  a  mass  of  ftvoritism,  for  the 
purpoee  of  erecting  an  oppressive  aristocracy, 
and  a  paper  nohiflty.  Tliere  is  not  ft  man 
among  them,  who  is  able  to  write,  and  who 
does  not  know  that  tiiese  assertions  are  ttlse. 
As  to  the  assmnption  of  the  debts  of  Individnal 
States,  It  has  been  said  that  this  measnre  waa 
ondertakenforthsporposeof  makiBgnp  alarae 
debt  There  was  no  such  thing.  Befbre  the 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution,  of  whioh  Mr. 
8.  oonMdered  the  Funding  and  Assumption 
Systems  to  be  essential  prdiminaries,  the  credit 
and  commerce  of  America  were  declining  or 
gone.  The  States  were  disafoveing  at  home, 
and  the  American  name  was  diif^aoed  abroad. 
It  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  every  one  of  the 
measures  of  the  new  Government  could  please 
every  body.  Among  the  rest^  excise  was  ob- 
jected to  in  both  Houses  of  Congress ;  but  at 
last  the  good  sense  of  the  peo^e  acquiesced. 
At  thts  crisis,  a  foreign  agent  {OMet)  landed  at 
Obarleeton.  On  Ms  way  to  this  dty,  he  was 
attended  by  the  hoaannas  tf  all  the  duaffeoted. 
He  did  the  utmost  misoUef  that  was  in  his 
power ;  and  in  oonseqnence  of  his  efforts,  De- 
mocratic sodeties  sprung  up.  Mr.  8.  here  gave 
a  particnlar  accoimt  of  some  prooeedinss  of  a 
Bodety  in  Yi^lnia,  of  more  than  nsnd  bold- 
ness. He  quoted  some  of  their  ezpreadons 
relative  to  a  very  illustrious  dharaotor,  the 
PuBtDrar,  and  added  that  pwhaps  the  indivi- 
duals who  composed  this  sodety  were  in  them- 
selves too  despicable  to  deserve  any  notice  in 
this  place.  He  did  not  know  whether  they  were 
or  not.  [Mr.  9.  was  here  interrupted  by  a  mem- 
ber frvm  Virginia,  and  an  explanation  eumed.] 

Mr.  MoDowcLL  rose  to  make  an  apology  for 
some  words  which  had  eeeaped  him  the  day 
before.  He  did  not  expect  to  have  been  so 
smartly  handled.  He  lud  been  forcibly  strock 
at  the  time,  and  had  spoken  from  a  momentary 
impulse.  In  substance,  however,  he  adhered 
to  .all  his  former  allegations.  He  still  persistod 
in  believing  that  the  excise  laws  were  shapen 
in  darkness.  He  apolt^zed  for  some  part  <^ 
his  heat,  from  having  seen  and  suffered  so  mnoh 
by  despotic  government  during  the  last  war  in 
which  this  gentleman  supported  the  d 
of  a  brave  and  able  oBeer. 


Goo^^lc 


ABBISOHINT  OV  THB 


'B-] 


[NonMm,  IIH. 


Ht.  BiuEOuas  ap^yed  of  the  mmendnMnt 
u  proposed  by  Mr.  Fitzsd(Onb.  Ccoistjtaeatfi 
mode  no  ecrnplB  to  tell  BepiesentatiTeH  of  th«ir 
&alts,  aod  he  stw  no  reuon  wbj  Repreeeota- 
tivee  might  not  tell  oonstitaeotB  of  thnis)  The 
neoIatitHis  of  Domocratia  sodetiea  prmt«d  in 
newspafiera,  had  spirited  ap  the  people  in  the 
"Western  oonaties  to  resistanoe.  They  had  weak- 
ly fancied  that  the  Anierioau  nation  wonld  not 
stand  by  their  constitntioD  and  their  Pbebi- 
OTHT,  Bnt  for  the  publication  of  these  resok- 
tiona,  there  would  have  been  no  insiurectjon. 
This  waa  a  piece  of  informatjon  which  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  had  a  right  to  know. 
h  was  the  daty  of  that  Hoose  to  let  tliem  know 
it.  The  PasaiDBHT  had  done  hia  dnty.  Mr. 
H.  did  not  oonmder  the  amendment  ttf  Mr. 
FmamoNs  as  an  indiacriminata  censure  levelled 
at  these  societiea;  he  thought  it  only  a  soitable 
answer  to  a  part  of  the  FaMromr'a  Speech. 

Mr.  Pabkks  concluded  this  long  debate  by 
the  following  remarks.  Ha  did  not  think  that 
Democratio  aocieties  were  so  far  to  blame  as 
had  been  imagined.  He  suspected  that  the 
PsBfliDEtn  hiin^el^  for  whose  character  and 
services  he  felt  aa  moch  reqiect  and  ^titndf 
aa  any  man  in  America,  had  been  miamformed 
on  this  point  It  wonld  be  absurd  to  say,  that 
the  Weatem  distorbanoea  originated  from  the 
pnblications  of  Demooratic  aocietiea,  if  it  could 
be  proved  to  the  satis&otion  of  the  committee, 
that  HQch  distorbanoea  bad  began  long  before 
any  of  the  assooiaCioos  alluded  to  had  a  being. 
To  prove  this  position,  Mr.  P.  desired  that  the 
Olerk  might  read  a  paaaage  from  the  letter  on 
that  affair,  written  by  Mr.  Eaiuilton,  and  which 
has  already  been  pablished  in  all  the  news- 
papers. The  Clerk  accordingly  read  a  part  of 
the  letter,  from  which  Mr.  P.  iikferred  that  his 
inference  was  inconteetaiile,  and  he  then  stated 
tlte  absurdity  of  maHng  the  Democratio  publioa- 
tiona  the  origin  ot  a  discontent,  which  existed 
before  them.  He  waa  satiafied  that  the  Pnm- 
DBHT  did  not  wish  this  thing  echoed ;  and  that 
he  wonld  entirely  dia^prove  of  the  prcnioBed 
persecution.  Mr.  P.  sua,  that  he  had  the  honor 
of  being  an  honorary  member  of  a  Democratio 
BDoiety.  Personally  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
gentlemen,  bnt  he  nnderstood  that  they  were 
req»ectable  characters;  and  that  they  were 
friends  to  good  order  tu>d  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, there  could  be  no  question,  for  when  the 
Embargo  was  Itud  last  earing,  and  some  veMela 
had  been  attempting  to  get  o^  these  vigiiant 
citizens  armed  and  embodied  themselvea^and 
prevukted  t^  execution  of  the  design.  With 
all  hia  respect  for  the  FaxBjDBsr,  he  was  not  to 

6've  op  his  opinions  for  the  Mke  of  any  man. 
e  waa  convinced  that  all  this  violent  declama- 
tion and  irritation  in  the  Honee  woUld  do  a 
great  deal  of  mischief  and  wonld  have  an  effect 
exactly  the  reverse  of  what  was  dudgned  by 
the  amendment  as  it  first  atood.  A  gentleman 
(Mr.  Dkxteb)  had  spoken  of  town  meetings, 
as  the  proper  *ehidea  for  the  oommnnication  of 
political  ideas,  and  had  drawn  a  oompariaon  be- 


tween these  and  Democratic  sodetka.  Vr.?. 
reqnested  that  it  might  be  noticed,  that  in  Ik 
Southern  States  there  oeitber  were  nor  coidd  \» 
such  thiogH  as  town  meet3ngi^  UBCanoe  the  pif- 
olation  was  too  thin  and  too  wiikly  aatuak 
They  were  therefore  to  make  the  bM  of  it 
which  they  coold,  and  meet  and  dehlwnlc,  ■ 
matter  where,  whenever  they  fbood  acoDTwirt 
opportunity.  Mr.  P.  expraased,  in  strtngtna 
the  aversion  that  his  oonslitnents  wonld  bAla 
this  speciea  of  oeosorship.  He  condoded  widi 
these  word*:  "They  lore- your  OovenvMB 
mach,  bnt  they  love  their  inaet>endenoe  toert' 

The  qnestion  waa  then  called  for  oa  riiikiif 
oat  the  word  "eelf-^a^ated"  from  the  m 
amendment  of  Mr.  Fuzswoks.  For  the  mm^ 
ment  of  Mr.  Qiun,  ayes  47,  noes  45.  Tla 
amendment  was  therefore  adopted. 

Mr.  Giles  then  ^ropoeed  an  amendment,  ite 
the  words  "  combination  of  men,"  by  addoi, 
"  in  the  four  Western  oonntiee  of  Pennsjlmik 

Mr.  Habtlei  said,  that  the  gentknua  dooU 
have  added,  "  and  a  county  in  Tirginia."  Vol 
amendment  of  Mr.  Gilbb  waa  r^jeoted- 

The  committee  now  roee,  and  reported  lb 
amendmenia  to  the  Honae. 

WXDSBDAT,  Novmiber  9fl. 

[Tha  committee  havii^riMa,  andthtqiiMtkalw 

ing  been  taken  In  the  Home,  the  yeaa  and  n^taAl 

motion  to  reinitatB  tiw  obnoiioiu  wads,  win :] 

Tku. — Fiiher  AnM,  James  Amufioa^  Ma 
Beatty,  Cliu  Bondioot,  Sieujubub  Bonnu,  B^ 


Dwiglit  Fdatar,  Eiakicl  Gabert,  Nichdu  G 
Heuty  Glenn,  Beqjamin  Goodhue,  Jama  Gii>ii4 
Samnsl  Griffiii,'WiDiun  Bury  Gniva,  Tbonai  Hut- 
ley,  Jamei  HillhoiiM,  WilGam  Pin-lmMi,  Suui 
Eolten,  John  Wilkn  Kitten,  Henry  Latimm,  Aiu> 
Leuned,  Richmid  Bland  Lee,  Fnndi  Halbaog,  W3- 
Uun  Vans  Humy,  Thonu  Scott,  ThM&m  Stig- 
wick,  John  S.  Sbeitnune,  JeremUb  Smitli,  ffiSaa 
Smith,  Zephuiiah  Swift,  G«orga  Iliatcbcr,  Un^ 
Ttm^,  Jonadun  Tnunbim,  John  E.  Vu  AUia,  P<W 
Van  Gaasbeck,  Pel^  Wodaworth,  Artuiu  Vai, 
Jobn  Watta,  and  Paine  Wingate, 

Nats.— ThoodoRu  BaOey,  Abraham  BaUra^  Tte- 
mas  BlooDt,  Thomas  P.  Cunei^  Gabrid  Cluiiti^  Tim- 
maa  Clubtsns,  Iwac  CcJea,  Hemy  Deaibon,  Gv^ 
Dent,  Gabrid  DovaD,  WlUiam  findlay,  WiDiniiB. 
Qil«,  James  Gille^de,  Chrittopber  Gnunq^  ladnf 
Gngg,  Qearge  Huicock,  Cuter  B.  Eaniioa,  Jcl* 
Qeoth,  Duiiel  Heister,  John  Uimler,  It^tiw  L^ 
Willimm  L^man,  NiUiuJel  Macon,  Jamu  Ui^*^ 
Jowph  McI>oweIl,  Alexander  UebuM,  WiUism  Mai- 
gomety,  Andrew  H<K»e,  Peter  Mnbleubeig,  J°<4' 
Nevillfl,  Anthony  New,  J^  tncholaa,  NatlvBi^'^ 
Altacander  D.  Orr,  Jodah  Parker,  Aadrew  KitH 
Frands  Piarton,  Kobett  Rntherfind,  John  &>^ 
Imd  Saifb,  Thomai  Tndwell,  Philqi  Tia  CftCn^ 
Abraham  Venable,  F^anda  Walker,  and  Joat^  '^'^ 

And  then  the  main  question  being po^i^ 
the  Hooae  do  agree  to  the  Mid  daose,  (dhimm 
to  read  as  ibllowedi: 


.  Goot^lc 


DEBATES  OF  CONaSBSS. 


ITM.] 


Aiineer  (d  Aa  AMmt. 


[H.  or  B. 


"  Id  tt«dng  tlw  origin  and  progreas  of  tha  ininr- 
rscfion,  m  cui  entsrtaiD  no  donbt  that  wrtiiD  aelf- 
ciMlcd  aodetiea  and  combiDationa  of  men  in  tbe  fonr 
Wi»t8nic«rantimofPBnnByiY»Qia,  and  p«rt«  adjacent, 
oarelMi  of  oaaaequaDoai,  and  dursg^iiliDg  the  tnith, 
by  diHeminating  aiii{dcioiu,  jealonuei,  and  locn- 
latimu  <>t  the  ODTSnimeiit,  hara  had  all  the  ageucf 
joa  a*crib«  to  tbem,  in  fomenting  thli  daring  oat- 
raga  againat  aocial  order  and  the   anthori^  of  tbs 


AtuuMT  to  th»  Addrem. 
The  Answer,  as  unended,  was  tiien  read 
throngfaont  at  the  Clerk's  table  aa  followB : 
Sik:  TheHoDseefBepreaentatiTea,  calling  to  mind 


and  lava  vhieh  reat  on  tbeir  authority 
aikme.  could  not  leam,  irith  other  emotiona  than  those 
yoa  haTB  axpnaaed,  that  anj  pait  of  our  fellaw-citi- 
xeni  abcmld  have  ahova  theni»lTaa  capabls  of  an 
ianurecCian.  And  we  leam,  with  the  gieateit  con- 
oam.  Hud  any  miarepreaantatioDa  irtiataver,  of  the 
Goremment  ajid  ita  pcocaading]^  either  by  indiridnali 
<n  combinathma  tit  men,  ahoold  hara  been  made,  and 
■o  far  credited  a«  tofbment  the  flagrant  ontrage  which 
baa  been  committed  on  the  laws.  We  feel,  with  yon, 
the  deapeit  reflet  at  ao  paiaftil  an  occnnenee  in  the 
■nnaliof  our  canntry.  Aa  men  ragardibl  of  thetan~ 
dar  intereats  of  humauity,  we  look  with  grief  at 
•MDet  which  might  liave  atalned  onr  land  with  oiril 
blood.  Am  lovers  of  public  order,  we  lament  that  it 
hai  aidfenid  to  flagrant  a  Tiolation :  ai  leiloiu  Mendi 
of  Republican  Gorermntnit,  wa  deplore  ereiy 


ta  enemiea,   may  be  turned 


which,    in   tbe  hand*  of 

Tbia  aapect  of  the  crl^,  however,  ii  happilj  not 
tbe  obIj  one  whkh  it  preaenta.  There  ii  another, 
which  yielda  all  tbe  oonaolationa  which  yon  have 
diawn  from  it.  It  ha«  demonatrated  to  the  candid 
worid,  aa  well  a*  to  the  Ameiican  people  tbenuelvea, 
that  tiie  great  body  of  them,  every  where,  are  eqnalty 
attached  to  the  hmiinmu  and  vital  prineiple  of  onr 
cDnititotirai,  whicb  enjnna  that  tbe  will  of  the  ma- 
jori^  ahall  prevail ;  that  they  ondentand  the  India- 
aolnbte  nnion  between  true  liberty  and  regular  gov- 
ernmsnt ;  that  they  tiael  tbeir  daties  no  kaa  than  they 
are  watchfhl  over  their  rights ;  that  they  wiU  be  aa 
leady,  at  all  timee,  to  croab  bcontionuuisa,  aa  they 
b&ve  been  to  defeat  nnupatioa  :  In  a  word,  that  they 
are  CHiable  of  carrying  into  eiecntioa  that  noble 
plan  of  aelf-government  which  they  have  cboaan  ai 
the  guarantee  of  tbeir  own  bappineaa,  and  tbe  aiyhun 
for  Uiat  et  all,  &om  ereiy  clime,  who  may  wiah  to 
nsitB  their  dsitiny  with  onia. 

Tbeae  are  the  jost  inferenoea  Sowing  irogi  the 
piomptitade  with  whioh  the  ennmumi  to  the  atandaid 
of  tiie  lava  hai  been  obayedi  and  &Dm  the  aenti- 
menta  which  have  been  witnened,  in  every  ^■■'^P- 
tion  ot  citiieni,  in  eveir  quarter  of  the  Union.  The 
^lectacle,  thereibte,  when  newed  in  Ita  tnie  light, 
may  well  be  affirmed  to  di^ay,  in  oqnal  Inatie,  tbe 


a  who  have  freely  saoiifioed  every  ti 


dear  than  tbe  love  of  their  oonctiy,  to  the    merito- 
'  ma  taak  of  defending  ill  bappineu. 

In  tbe  part  whioh  yon  bave  yonrself  borne  tiiron^ 
thii  delicate  and  diatreiaiBg  period,  we  trace  the  ad- 
ditional proofs  it  has  afforded  aC  yonc  eotidtadB  for 
the  pnblic  good.  Yoor  laudable  and  ancceaifnl  en- 
deavota  to  render  leni^  in  executing  the  lawa  con- 
acive  to  their  real  energy,  and  to  conrert  tumolt 
ito  order,  withont  the  effoaion  of  blood,  form  aparti- 
enlar  title  to  the  confidence  and  praise  of  yjnr  con' 
gtitnents.  In  all  that  may  be  fonnd  neceasnij,  on  onr 
to  complete  thia  benevolent  pnrpoie,  and  to  ae- 
the  mlniateta  and  Qiendi  of  tbe  lawi  againat  the 
ina  of  danger,  onr  due  oD.operation  will  be  af- 

The  other  aebjecta  whicb  yon  have  reoommeDded, 
or  eommnnioated,  and  of  whicb  aeveral  are  pacnliariy 
intereiting,  will  all  reoeive  tbe  attantioo  which  they 
demand.  We  are  deeply  impreaied  tiiOl  the  impor- 
tance c^  an  eflbctnal  oiganixatioa  cf  tbe  militU.  Ve 
rnoioe  at  the  tntalligenoe  of  the  advance  and  ntoceaa 
of  the  army  noder  the  command  vf  Oenetal  Wayne, 
vbether  we  regard  it  ea  a  proof  of  the  peraevgranee, 
proweaa,  and  laperioiity  of  onr  troopa,  or  aa  a  happy 
preaage  to  onr  military  operatiooi  againat  the  boama 
Indiana,  and  aa  a  probable  prelnde  to  tbe  eatablith- 
ment  of  a  laating  peace,  npon  tenna  of  candor,  equity, 
and  good  neigbboriiood.  We  reoaiva  it  wiui  the 
giaater  pleaanre,  aa  it  increaae*  tbe  probability  ol 
aooner  restoring  a  part  of  the  public  icaonroea  to  tb« 
deairable  otgact  c^  redooing  the  pnblic  debt 

We  ahall,  on  Ala,  aa  on  all  ooca^oui,  be  diapoaed 
to  adopt  any  meaanre  which  may  adraooe  the  aaib^ 
and  [soqMii^  of  onr  conntry.  In  notbiiu  oan  m 
more  oo^Ially  miits  with  yon,  diau  in  imfMring  the 
Supreme  Rnler  t£  Nationa  to  mnltip^  fUa  Qeaa- 
ingi  OD  theae  United  States ;  to  guard  onr  ftee  and 
b^^y  oonatitiition  againat  every  machinatlaa  and 
danger ;  and  to  make  it  tbe  boat  •onrea  cf  pnblic 
happiness,  by  veriP|dn9  ita  cbaraeter  of  being  the  best  • 
aaie^nard  or  bnman  n^ta. 

Sttohed,  That  Mr.  Si>xikxb,  attended  bj  ths 
Home,  do  present  tbe  paid  addreaa ;  and  thti 
Mr.  Habibok,  Hi.  Skdqwiok,  and  Mr.  Soorr,  be 
a  oonunittee  to  wut  on  tha  Pbksidbnt,  to 
know  when  and  where  it  will  be  oonvenient  Av 
him  to  reoeive  the  same. 

Mr.  GiLzs,  from  the  oommittee  ^^pointed, 
presented  a  bill  to  regulate  the  paj  of  the  noo- 
Dotnmissioned  offloera,  magicians,  and  privste& 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  when  called 
into  actual  service,  and  for  other  parposea; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

The  SpziLKKB  lud  before  tbe  Uonse  a  letter 
ftom  the  Treaaorer  of  the  United  States,  aocom- 
panying  his  aooonnt  of  reoeipta  and  espradi- 
torea  <h  pnbtio  moneja,  fhnn  Ote  let  of  April  to 
the  80th  of  Jane,  1794;  also,  hia  acoonat  of 
payments  and  receipts  for  the  War  I>epartment, 
from  the  lat  of  July  to  the  80th  of  Septembo-, 
17M,  iDoloaTe ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

ICr.  tlAiMas,  frvm  tbe  oommittee  qtpointed 
to  w^t  on  the  FBK«DBiiT  oY  tat  UmTiD 
Statu,  to  know  when  and  where  it  will  be 
convenient  for  him  to  receive  tbe  Address  of 
tbia  Eooae,  in  answer  to  hia  Speech  to  both 
Honsee  (tf  OoDgresa,  reptffted  tltat  the  oommittee 
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had  waited  on  theTaisiiMNX,  who  ugnified 
tbem  that  it  would  b«  ooaveaient  to  him  to  i 
ceire  the  nid  Addreea  at  twelve  o'clock  to- 
mOTTOw,  At  hit  own  home. 

SimDAT,  November  SB. 
The  Spkakms,  attended  by  the  Honae,  then 
withdrew  to  the  house  of  the  PKniDXNT  or 
THJt  UnxKD  Statu,  and  there  preaentad  to  him 
the  AMresa  of  this  Bonae,  in  *ai)Bwer  to  his 
Speech  to  both  Hotuee  of  Congres;  to  which 
the  PBrnnKST  made  the  following  replj : 

OentUtium:  I  antieipUad,  with  omEiBacB, 
oODCiuTeDDe  el  the  Hnua  of  RepreKotatiTea  h 
ragnt  pndneed  br  the  inwinwition.  Enrj  i 
en^it  M  be  nnd  to  dlKxxuiteoaoee  what  hai 


tioDoflikaanAapth  r<»,  uotwith Awding  Ae  _ .  _ 
a^tknu  wbich  maj  be  diswn  from  the  ianie  of  thi* 
«T«nt,  it  i«  (ki  better  that  the  aitfbl  Sffmacbw  to 
Mch  a  atnatioti  of  thinga  dkoaU  be  cbecked  bj  tb* 
vigilant  and  dot;  adintuiibed  p^riotifm  oT 
low-eitiieDt,  thu  that  tbe  eTil  abonld  inae 
h  becoma  necewaiy  to  onub  it  bf  tbe  (tmigth  of 

I  am  hmpj  diat  the  pan  wbich  I  hare  myaelf 
bone  OD  this  odnBon  recelTW  tbe  approbatI< 
TOOT  Boiue.    Jet  tbe  dfacharge  of  ■ 
(la9,itiiBniffi<^aiit  reward  to  me  to  1 
jon  viU  onits  in  cooamimating  lAat 


n  in  kantog  that  the 


I  feel,  ako,  gnu  mtiAe 

oAor  «algeot*  <<i4iieh  Ihan  .  .    

monded,  will  naeet  with  doe  attention;  that  70a  an 
deeply  Imprauad  with  tba  importinoe  of  an  efleotoal 
organiialion  of  tbe  militia;  and  that  tba  adiaaw 
and  mooDU  of  tbe  annr  ondac  the  oanmund  of  Gen- 
eiml  Wayne  it  legatded  b;  yon,  no  Icm  than  myieU; 
B<  a  praaTaf  the  penereranoe,  proweu,  and  inperior- 
ity  of  cmt  troops  G.  WASHINQTON. 

TcMDXT,  December  2. 
The  SpKAKKB  laid  before  the  Home  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanrj,  Btating  bis 
intention  of  redgnitiK  his  office  on  the  last  day 
of  January  next,  and  which  he  now  commoni- 
OBte^  in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be  given, 
previous  to  that  event,  to  inBtitnte  any  further 
proceeding  which  may  be  contemplated,  if  any 
there  be,  m  conseqnence  of  the  iooaii^  during 
the  last  se^oD,  into  the  state  of  tae  Treasury 
Department;  wliiob  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.* 

Thubsdat,  December  i. 

TAanit  to  Omeral  Wayiu. 

Ifr.  W.  SidTH  wished  to  make  his  promised 


of  toTa  ud  but*.    Hit  ti 


*  Ha  rHdfnud  lowrdlnglr,  no  FaFthar  laTuUcatlon  beli« 

radtfTMUiuai 

mm  of  a  (nd<  tog  uallad 
not  to  KolT*  from  all  tbo  IribaU  nr  prnfooad  RqnM;  aad 
Ut  iDH^IItjaiHl  honor  w  •  maa,  not  Iih  than  hU  ofltcUl 
rHtltado,  tbouyb  lUndered  at  ■  dUtuce,  van  admlned  to 
bo  BnperloT  to  nproach  by  thiae  sniimlH  who  ksair  Mm.' 


had  varied  it  at  the  request  <  _  „ 

men.  In  tbe  original  motioiii,  be  bad  p«(i» 
Isrly  noticed  tbe  ^ligence  of  the  Otnml  it 
dtseiplimng  his  army  to  the  natnr«  of  A«» 
viee  in  whioh  thej  were  Kigaged,  aadlnlM- 
tnde  and  perseveranM  in  eneoimteTiBg  At  # 
fictdtiee  which  (^>poeed  his  mvoh  throv^  t 
witderaesa. 

Thonsh  he  and  manj  others  were  nadrV 
acknowledge  in  tbe  fhUeat  maiuHrthewflBrf 
the  Oeneral  in  tboee  important  paitl«Blin,}fl 
as  they  were  not  matten  of  gwieral  ndni^ 
and  as  nnanimitv  on  an  oceaskRi  Ube  tbe]s«> 
was  extremely  aeaiisble,  he  had  now  cmiShI 
the  motion  to  the  brilliant  aolioaof  AsM 

Mr.  SuTH  oonelnded  with  saying,  that  ■  k 
had  no  doubt  tbe  Hervioes  of  the  oimy  had  mk 
the  Bame  impression  on  tbe  Hoose  is  tbej  U 
on  him,  he  trusted  the  moti<«  he  was  ibMl  V 
make  wonld  be  honored  with  a  DDUiiM 
vote.  He  then  moved  the  threa  rwolntJoM,* 
foUow: 

Raalsid,  That  the  Oanb  of  tlila  Hotm  btpta* 
HaJE*  Ganeial  Wayne  fbr  the  ^nd  oaodnct  w  la- 
TCTj  diiplayed  by  bin  in  tbeaotion  nftolMli- 
gut  ]Mtt  nth  tbe  Indiana 

AcBlpad;  MoHMu^,  That  (ha  aaab  rfAnBM* 
be  given  to  tba  brnre  oOoen  aad  nUiMif  a*b 
pea  under  the  olderaaf  H^jor  Qeaeial  W^a^fa 
cfaeir  patieooe.  fbrtitoda,  and  branny. 

Retolmd,  That  the  thanhi  of  thi*  HooM  be  pM 
to  Major  General  Soolt,  aod  to  the  gillul  DOM 
Tolnnteers  from  the  State  of  Kentnc^,  wbo  kn 
served  their  coimtiy  in  the  Geld  dming  Iba  lUi  on- 
paign,mider  the  orden of  Major  GeiMnl  ITajn^b 
their  »al,  bravoy,  and  good  oondnet. 

Mr.  Giles  foresaw  many  bad  coww^whw 
ttiat  might  eusne  from  the  jHvctke  d  grriV 
<^inioDS  (if  men.  Ooe  part  of  tbe  Hook  ni0 
be  for  a  rote  of  thanks,  and  the  other  igiinitil 
He  should  vote  for  the  prMxMticm,  bat  wiM 
that  soma  mode  mi^  be  adopted  Ibfuiini*! 
tlie  general  opinion  of  tbe  Hotw  agaiMl  lk> 
practice. 

Mr.  KrrTKRA  was  for  restoring  the  dnMW 
specting  the  vigilance  of  GenerJ  Wayne  ia  *• 
tending  to  tbe  discipline  of  his  Wtopi. 

Mr.  Hnjjioiies  hoped  that  tbe  ten^nliM 
would  'not  be  adopted.  He  ahould  so  bftbs 
than  the  gentleman  from  Yitiginia  IVr.  Gdb) 
and  vote  agunst  them.  The  Home  m  tlior  ■*' 
Bwer  to  tlie  Pbbbidbht,  had  expressed  tb«r  ^ 
probation,  and  that  was  eoongh.  It  «m  ■■' 
the  businesj  of  that  House,  bnt  of  tbe  EisoOi''^ 
to  express  such  things.  Mr.  H.  bad  votedM* 
cordially  for  that  part  of  the  Addnas  <«^'^ 
bhe  Western  army.  The  Answer  to  the^fM^ 
of  the  PsuiDKKT  would  always  iSoii  ip>*' 
opportanity  of  conveying  these  kind  otatOM 
It  would  immediately  bMome  neoesairy  top^ 
thanks  in  every  case ;  and  not  to  gira  tli^^J™ 
be  regarded  as  an  implied  censure.  He  tn»i* 
that  tlie  gentleman  wonU  withdfaw  his  moU* 
and  that  the  Eoum  in  this  way  wonld  |(t  "^ 
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^     .     high 

of  the  merit  of  the  offloen  and  soldiera  of 

he  irmy  imdw  Goierel  Wajim,  hot  he  had  idd 
0  ahead7  in  the  Addrees  to  the  PsmDRiT.  It 
«d  been  orged,  as  »  preeedent  for  thia  mea- 
ire,  that  it  waa  nanal  to  thank  the  Bpeake 
ihU  was  a  mere  Mmnonj.  He  wUbed  that 
lad  never  oome  into  pnotioe,  but  diice  it  bad 
leen  h>,  he  abonld  always  agree  to  the  vot«  of 

ib.  itimaxY  iitoafAt  that  we  njight  trmt 
bat  the  Honae  To~dd  alwaya  have  too  mnch 
imdwioe  to  abnee  their  thaiJo^  hy  ^ving  them 
npn4>ra'Ij.  Bj  war  of  precedent  Mr.  M.  read 
.  vote  of  the  State  <a  Virginia,  thanklDg  Qover- 
KV  Lee  for  hie  ooDdnot  m  the  Weetent  inaor- 

Mr.  NioHOLU  approred  hi^y  of  the  oondnot 
i  the  troops,  bnt  it  va*  onlv  on  act  of  datj. 
if  we  send  soldiera  against  the  Indjans,  it  u 
nppoeed  that  the]r  wm  ataud  to  their  poets, 
itberwiae  the  Government  eannot  be  snpport- 
id  even  for  a  month. 

lb.  HnxBoon  saw  no  bnrinees  which  the 
IsnDK  bad  with  the  proceedings  in  the  State  of 
i^irginia.  It  had  been  hinted  that  the  army 
mder  Geoeral  Wajne  might  feel  diaaareeably, 
f  tbe  reeolatJOD  should  be  rgeoted.  With  that 
ii.  H.  had  no  baanesB.  He  acted  on  prind- 
te  without  regarding  the  feelings  of  individnals. 

Mr.  W.  Shtth  agreed  with  gentlemen  that 
he  principal  object  of  the  Eoose  was  to  legis- 
■te ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the;  were  to  be 
lonflned  merely  to  legislation.  Every  Le^ala- 
be  body  exercised  the  right  of  opinion  in  coses 
vliere  no  act  was  to  fbUow.  This  Honse  has 
reqnenlly  eierdsed  it:  the  answers  to  the 
*r«buikbt'b  Speech ;  tbe  answer  to  the  King  of 
he  Pmich  on  his  aooeptonoe  of  the  Oonstitntion 
if  nine^'One;  the  opinion  of  tbe  Eonse  on  the 
aerita  of  that  constitaldon ;  the  vote  reepect- 
ng  Beq^amiD  Franklin ;  the  vote  of  last  seesion 
n  reply  to  a  letter  fWim  the  Committee  of  Pnblio 
iafoty  of  Franoe ;  the  votee  of  thanks  to  the 
Ipeakert,  were  preoedonte  on  the  jonraaU 
rbich  r^ted  a  contrary  doctrine.  It  had  lieen 
aid  that  the  Utter  CBse  was  a  mere  matter  of 
brm.  Itr.  8.  thongbt  differently,  and  if  ever 
»  waa  in  that  Honse  wheo  a  vote  of  thanks 
boDld  be  proposed  to  a  Speaker  who  hod  no 
Um  to  it,  he  should  feel  it  his  dnty  to  oppose 
t  Gentlemen  apprehended  that  this  practice 
oigfat  lead  to  innnmerable  difficolttee  hereafter. 
JDt  every  Honse  wonid  eiercise  its  jitdgment 
md  discretion.  Members  would  not  be  so  rash 
» to  propoee  tiie  thanks  of  the  House  where  se- 
ioos  opposition  was  expected,  nor  would  the 
honka  be  Tot«d  unless  well  merited.  He  was 
mwiiling  as  any  member  to  moke  the  thonksof 
he  Honse  too  cheap ;  but  all  most  confess  that 
fever  there  was  an  <iecasion  where  they  were 
>roper]y  called  for,  this  was  one.  To  deny  tbe 
ight  or  expediency  of  the  practloe  waa  in  ft  ~" 
a  strip  tbe  Uonae  of  one  of  its  most  iwreeat 
tanetiona,  that  of  expressing  Its  gratitnde. 
It  had  been  odvauoed  as  an  ot^ution,  that  the 


»fralWagm. tH.  or  B. 

twoHoastemi^tdUKo';  tmemi^tTotethonb 
and  the  other  oensnre,  in  the  same  case ;  bnt 
that  might  happen  in  other  oasee  where  th« 
propriety  of  ezpreesing  on  opinion  was  admit- 
ted; in  answering  the  pBEsmarr's  Speech  in 
the  State  Legislatnresf  where  thanks  were  tn- 
qnently  voted,  the  two  branches  mi(^t  difibr; 
that  waa  never  deemed  on  oUection  to  the  prao- 
tioe ;  each  Honse  ex|ffeaaed  its  individual  opin- 
ion, 

Mr.  Surra  sdd,  if  the  Honse  had  been  sittinK 
in  8ept«mber  last  when  tlw  aooonnt  arrived^ 
this  victory,  wonld  the  members  have  then  felt 
as  coldly  as  they  now  do  t  Ko :  he  was  con' 
vlnced  Uiat  in  the  moment  of  joy  and  gratitnde, 
they  would  have  nnanimonslf  voted  titanka  to 
the  army  withoat  the  least  bemtation ;  but  they 
have  since  had  time  to  oool,  and  the  impression 
ia  worn  away. 

Gentlemen  ehonld  oondder  the  hard  ecrvloea 
of  that  army;  how  badly  ptid  they  were;  tho 
nature  of  the  oanntir  they  were  in ;  oi^  then 
determine  whether  the  brilliant  action  of  the 
20th  AngDst  is  to  go  unrewarded  t  Toapi>re- 
oiate  truly  the  merits  of  that  army  in  obtaining 
so  signal  a  victory,  let  tbe  House  reflect  on  the 
coniequeuces  of  a  defeat;  the  army  disbanded 
and  broken  up ;  the  frontiers  exposed  to  the  fe- 
rocious savages ;  the  combinatioo  of  the  tribea 
more  cemebuid  and  formidable;  an  expen«va, 
long,  and  bloody  war.  What  ia  now  our  pros- 
pect t  The  frontiers  protected;  tbe  oombina- 
Uon  of  the  tribes  dissolved,  and  peace  with  them 
all  a  probable  event. 

Bdbre,  therefore,  the  motion  which  he  had 
made  coold  be  got  rid  of,  it  was  incnmbent  on 
the  gentlemen  onHhe  other  side  to  show,  either 
that  it  was  improper  in  any  case  whatever  to 
pass  a  vote  of  thanks,  cr  that  this  was  not  a  case 
entitled  to  them ;  to  do  the  first  they  mnst  ea- 
tablish,  in  the  face  of  [H'w»denbi  innnmerable,  a 
doctrine  destructive  of  one  of  the  most  amiabla 
privileges  of  tbe  House ;  to  do  the  last,  they 
must  eiprees  a  sentiment  which  wonld,  he  was 
persuaded,  he  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  of  all 
their  oonstituentB,  for  throughoat  the  United 
States  there  was  bnt  one  opinion  on  this  subject 
andthatwisinunison  with  the  motion.  Having 
made  the  motion  after  due  dehberadon,  he  oei^ 
tainly  shoold  not  withdraw  it ;  but  wonld  sub- 
it  it  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Honse. 
Mr,  Corr  moved  the  previous  question.  He 
thought  tbe  practice  of  dangerous  consequence. 
it  might  produce  much  uncomfortable  proceed- 
ing in  that  Honse.  He  was  seconded  by  a  nnm- 
ber  of  members. 

Hr.PABEER  felt  the  highest  eeteemfbr  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Western  army.  Hewosintimateboth 
with  General  Wayne  and  General  Scott;  bnt  he 
disapprovedof thepntctiaeuponpriucple.  Itwaa 
wrong  in  Mr.  UnaSAT  to  quote  the  proceedings 
in  theLegislatureof  Vi:^nin,  where  tbe  Gover- 
nor waa  in  aniJiority  a  tnere  cipher,  because  the 
two  cases  did  not  apply.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment was  on  a  unite  different  footing,  a  mixture 
of  monarchy,  of  aristocracy,  and  of  demooroQy. 
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Tbe  PxsnstVT  repnaentod  the  iBonaraUoal  part. 
It  w«s  htt  bnrinaH  to  giro  tlunka,  if  rvqnitita. 
Jf  be  himeelf  was  an  officer  in  tliat  arm;,  Mr. 
P.  said  that  ho  ahcHild  be  Htiafled  bj  the  flnt 
thaota,  tiMM  in  ibe  annrer  to  the  Pruidkht. 
He  woaM  be  hurt  bj  the  seeond  aa  unoonatitD- 
tiooaL  What  ii;  in  tbe  meao  time,  QeiMcal 
Wajoe  and  his  army  ma;  have  oommlHed  some 
error  that  reqoireB  an  inqniry,  and  the  Hooae  are 
to  go  into  it  with  thia  vote  of  thanks  staring 
them  in  their  fooe  I  It  had  been  said  bj  Ur. 
&UTH,  that  if  we  had  bean  stting  in  September, 
when  this  news  arrived,  a  vote  S  tbanu  wonid 
have  been  paaaed  immediatelT  andunanimonalT. 
I  beheveaos<ichlhuig(MidUr.  P.)  We  should 
have  rooommanded  tooii  a  st^  to  the  Pmai- 

Mr.  Giua  said,  that  if  there  ever  oonld  have 
.  been  aiij  donbt  as  to  the  impropriet;  o{  the  re- 
tolntkiD,  that  was  now  removed,  (aUading  to 
the  BpeMh  of  Hr.  Pabxxx.)  He  tbongbt  that 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Oorr)  who  moved  the  pre- 
vious qaeetioa  bad  acted  from  the  best  motdves. 
Two  geutienien  (Ur.  Gilis  referred  to  Mr. 
Sbdowiox  and  Mr.  Anns)  liad  reoomiaended  an 
Sfipeal  U>/e«iwf.  We  are  sent  here  to  reaaon. 
A  gentleman  (Mr.  Sximwiob)  sajs  that  he  has 
fMmgs  whkih  he  cannot  expreas.  Let  him 
■trive  to  ezpreae  them.  It  is  not  expected  that 
a  member  is  to  azpresH  all  that  he  may  feel  on 
evei7  BDlffeot. 

Mr.  Ibnts^T  lud  he  thonght  the  present  ree- 
olnlion  proper,  nnexoeptionable,  and  as  the 
fate  of  this  qoeetJon  would  have  an  effect  on 
the  motion  for  thanks  to  the  militia,  which  he 
brought  forward  yealerday,  be  hoped  it  would 
Bocoaed,  and  that  its  mover  (Mr.  Suth,  of 
Boath  Osroiina)  would  not  withiintw  it  Gen- 
tlemen who  are  against  the  vote  have  talked  of 
preoedent.  If  example  would  serve  their  fed- 
ings  with  a  stimolns,  he  wonld  take  the  liberty 
<rf  calling  their  attention  to  a  page  he  had  in 
hb  band,  in  which  they  wonld  find  that  some 
of  oar  oonstitnents  have  got  the  start  of  n^  for 
tlie  EoQse  <tf  Delegates  c^  Virginia  had  ywj 
|mq»erlv  ooDDdeied  the  oondnot  of  th«r  Gover- 
aot  Qb.  Lxb)  in  a  light  which  merited  their 
thanks  for  his  aooeptanoe  of  the  oommand  of 
hiS'fellow-dtizens  agidnst  the  iosurgents,  Mr. 
M.  read  the  vote  fh^mauewap^Mr,  which  was  a 
DnanimoQB<Hie.  Be  said  he  oonMdered  this  dr- 
CDmstanoe  as  extremely  anspidoiu  to  both  votes. 

He  said  he  had  no  objection  to  oonmder  the 
praotioe  as  founded  in  principles  which  wonld 
bear  ezaniinatlon.  He  thooght  it  mcH«  neoee- 
Bsrv  in  the  administradon  of  onr  Govemment 
— the  great  baaifl  of  which  was  pnblk  opinion — 
than  in  that  of  any  other  which  be  had  read  or 
heard  of.  Here  oar  theories  have  made  a  bold 
appeal  to  the  reiaon  and  fedings  of  onr  fellow- 
aitiieaa.  Nrather  titles,  nor  here^tary  faonon, 
nor  erosBG^  nor  ribbons,  nor  stars,  nor  garters, 
are  pwmitted  or  endorable.  Neither  wonld 
they  De  aooepted  here  were  they  offered.  We 
hod  bnttwo  ways,  as  fhr  as  his  knowledge  thcu 
■erred  him,  of  rewarding  or  aoksowledgiiig  great 


di^lays  of  pnbUo  virtne.  One  wtj  ii  b;  m 
in  money  ;  tiie  other  by  thanks  eip'tmai  ^ 
vote,  or  presmted  and  perpetnatedinsMstW' 
morial,  as  in  a  medsL  'Hie  flrst  isin(M[Ml{K 
the  fwtnnes  of  men  differ,  so  wonld  ncfai» 
ward  not  be  equally  vsloable  to  all  its  otjeM; 
and  were  it  priKticabb  to  apportion  this  itnd 
agreeably  to  the  fortones  of  raen,  then  ■  i 
aomething  ill-assorted  in  it  with  tbe  idn  rf 
honorable  Bml»ti(» ;  nor  did  he  thiak  tai 
was  any  good  man  who  had  a  qwrk  of  «Ui 
called  sentiment  in  his  bcecun,  wbo  wuald  id 
say  the  reward  was  not  mly  lame  lor  vattf 
nnifcffmi^,  hot  defective  in  prant  of  tasttiife 
spades.  He  beUeved  rnnch  in  tbe  scoss  of  M 
•s  a  motive  to  goodaBdrcaaonaUeserTiMs,* 
that  an  enlif^tened  mind  wonld  fed  tbe  dai 
allianoe  between  interest  and  dn^ ;  bit  b 
hdd  reward  to  he  eMential,  ptriitiesllr  eiaa- 
dered,  to  the  prsctioe  of  great  virta^  tskj^ 
men  as  yon  find  them.  Not  that  raccK|j<Kbt 
an  adequate  reward;  it  wia  tbeffriixe  thtf  !■ 
wished  to  see  a  style  of  aoknoiriedgsMti  ^ 
rived  both  ihun  tbe  geoina  <rf  tbe  GovenoMt 
and  ixsigenisl  with  the  paBskms  whid  vA 
on  the  nde  of  virtue— a  mode  as  far  renotel 
)m  mere  avarice  as  it  wsa  uMiiy  mnami 
tbe  movements  of  the  most  elevated  mii^ 
He  readily  yielded  his  belief  that  tbe  gHillMMi 
who  were  imwiUing  to  adopt  the  piaetiMfDif 
admitted  the  merits  to  which  they  did  not  ttiit 
it  eipechoit  to  give  a  vote  <tf  thsnks ;  bat  Ai 
precedent,  fonnded  expresdy  on  the  prine^M 
"-ist  in  no  case  of  the  greatevt  events  an  «itt 
ve  thanks  to  the  agents  in  them,  wiD  ■l*i>' 
t«ly  strip  the  GovemmMit  of  the  on^  pe** 
I  constitution  admits  of  oon&ning  iofovi 
BttDction.  He  thought  that  pabM  gntitak 
as  a  great  Amd,  whi^  if  judidouely  and  iA 
cately  eoon<»nized,  might  be  rendaediaism 
of  great  and  good  actions.  It  is  an  boaar  b<A 
to  the  nation  that  can  UA  and  eJ^THS  i^  n't* 
thoae  who  receive  it.  Hedidnotthiakitos^ 
to  be  li^tly  drawn  on,  and  bmied  a  lix>s  '^^ 
it  was  more  eaqr  to  Dcuoeive  than  dmw,  vn" 
be  adopted  by  the  Honsa  to  aave  tbe  leicidsM* 
from  thoee  perilons  oocarions  widd)  woBUlao 
its  valne,  and  that  DO  member  would  ever  BOM 
a  vote  of  thanks  bet  npon  the  hqipenisg  rf  «■• 
event  so  strikingty  great  and  nserol  as  to  amy 
but  one  ofdnioo.    HietwoeTaib 


dricnitedri 

»tohsTe« 


bat  one  opimoa  The  army  nndw  GfM" 
Wayne  had  guned  a  brilljant  victory.  It  i^ 
he  believed,  tbe  first  great  viotoiy  thithsJ^ 
tended  the  arms  of  tbe  United  States  bum  w 
adoptitm  of  the  oonstituliaa  That  amy  ■>*'' 
ed  uie  thanks  (^  their  oonntry,  and  we  isVW 
so.  The?  had  not  only  gained  victory  and  w 
but  had  earned  them  in  a  st^tods  ^m**^ 
voice  of  fame  oonld  not  be  heard;  l"!*™^ 
wilderness  where  neither  the  soctiiinp  "^ 
ambition  can  reach  tiiem,  nor  the  mrSladi^^ 
and  civilised  life  con  comfort  thansftKB* 
severe  labme. 


.  Goot^lc 
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The  militia,  both  oflBoera  and  men,  in  "cmel- 
mg  the  inanrKctioD."  had  digplayed  the  wiBaoni 
md  virtue  which  the  ooUBtitntioii  had  antlci- 
Mted ;  had  emioently  deserved  the  most  pablio 
xstimoiij  to  th^  good  oondacL  Shall  we,  as 
ire  c«rtaiiil7  feel  Qiis  to  be  true,  be  deterred 
htm  espresnng  what  we  feel  becanse  the  foil; 
>r  a  fiitare  moment  may  poaaibly  betray  na  into 
m  imdne  moltipUoatioa  of  thankg,  or  because 
ire  may  be  harasMd  by  a  fktigtiing  sncoeBdon 
>f  caUs  upon  oar  gratitndet  There  oould  be 
ittle  fear  that  great  eventa  wonld  crowd  too 
tet  npcm  onr  feelinss,  and  take  np  onr  time  by 
^planse,  and  he  beUered  bis  ooogtituenta  would 
'eadily  admit  the  importance  of  two  rach  events 
18  some  exciue  for  the  time  we  oonsnme  in  cele- 
>rKtinK  them. 

In  &vor  of  the  prindple,  we  are  Bnpported 
ly  the  example  of  the  old  Congress,  by  the  prac- 
ice  of  all  nationa,  and  by  tbe  known  character 
tt  hmnan  natnre  in  all  oaaes  and  everywhere. 
E^e  anciente  and  the  moderns,  by  a  variety  of 
QventioDB  and  of  poKcy,  analogous  to  onr  object, 
flid«aTor«d  to  enlist  all  the  paseions  in  the  pnb- 
io  service.  The  old  Oongreea  understood  the 
iprings  that  work  in  great  eventa,  and  thaoj^ 
i>ere  was  in  the  glorions  revobtion  which  they 
^ded,  an  ardor  in  the  pnblic  mind  that  needed 
ittle  ud,  they  did  not  disdain  an  appeal  to  the 
rat  pride  and  amhitiott  of  the  individual ;  that 
lie  motives  to  pablic  virtue  might  be  nroltipliad, 
liey  in  many  instances  took  ook  that  great 
iventa  and  servioea  ahonld  be  attended  by  some 
mall  but  inestimable  memorial. 

Mr.  Ahbs. — The  appreheoaons  of  the  House 
iftve  been  attempted  to  be  alarmed,  as  if  they 
irere  pnshed  to  adopt  hastily  and  nngnardedly 
KMoe  dangerons  new  prinoiple.  The  practice  of 
ill  public  bodies,  without  exception,  has  been  to 
opress  their  ^iprobation  of  distingnisbed  pab- 
io  servioe&  Instead  of  eetablishing  a  new  prin- 
liple,  the  attempt  is  now  made  to  indaoe  ns  to 
Imrt  from  an  old  one.  Nay,  the  objection 
Men  altc^ether  is  still  more  inoonaistent  and 
dngtilar,  f^  it  is  urged,  the  answer  <tf  the  Eonse 
» tne  Pbbbidkiit's  ^»eeoh  has  already  esOTeesed 
mr  approbation  of  the  condaet  of  General  Wayne 
md  his  army.  It  is,  say  they,  Boperflnons  to  ez- 
ireaa  it  ag^o.  The  argament  oppoeed  to  Ae 
FOte  of  thanks  stands  thna :  It  u  a  dangerons 
M>w  priodplei,  ffithoat  a  preoedent,  and  ^th- 
Nit  any  jnst  authority  from  the  constitntion,  to 
Jiank  the  army;  for,  the  objectors  add,  we 
utve  in  the  answer  to  tbe  Speech  eipreeeed  all 
Jist  is  cont^ed  is  the  motion.  It  is  nnnsnal 
recent  con- 
ited,  and  to 
s  becanse  it 

laa  been  adopted  withoot  question  or  appr^en- 
aoa  heretoibre. 

It  ia  simply  a  qneetioo  of  mere  propriAy ;  and 
a  H  a  Dovel^^  it  any  thing  to  alarm  the  can- 
ion  of  the  Honae,  that  sadi  questions  are 
dways  to  b»  deeded  by  ftelingt     What  bnt 


receive  from  others  the  rljgbta  which  the  cMr 
lities  and  refinements  of  lue  have  erectod  into 
lawst  In  oases  of  a  more  serious  kind,  is  not 
sentiment  the  only  prompt  and  enlightened 
guide  of  onr  condnctt  If  I  receive  a  favor, 
what  bnt  the  sentiment  of  gratitude  oneht  to 
direct  me  in  my  ecknowlednnentst  BhJl  I  go 
to  my  benefactor  and  say.  Sir,  I  act  coolly  and 
carefnlly ;  I  will  examine  all  the  circnmstancea 
of  this  transaction,  and  if  npon  tbe  whole  I  And 
some  cause  of  gratitude,  I  will  thank  yon.  Is 
this  gratitude  or  insult  t  The  man  who  afibcta 
to  hold  his  feelings,  and  his  best  feelinas  baok 
for  this  cold-blooded  process  of  raasonmg,  haa 
none.  He  deceives  himaelC  and  attempts  to  d»- 
ceive  others,  if  he  pretends  to  reason  up  or  to 
reason  down  the  imprearions  which  aotlona 
worthy  of  ^titude  and  admiration  make  upon 
his  heart.  Was  it  necessary  to  wtut  for  the  Joy 
and  exultation  which  the  news  of  the  victory  of 
General  Wayne  instantly  inspired,  till  wo  could 
proceed  with  all  due  phlegm  and  oantion  to 
analyze  it  t  The  gentleman  from  Yiivinia  Qti. 
Nicholas)  has  not  even  yet  reoetvoa  the  im- 
pressions which  are  so  natural  and  so  neariy 
universal ;  for  he  has  insisted  that  the  army 
haa  only  done  its  dnty,  and  therefore  it  is  im- 
proper to  express  our  thanks.  Indeed,  it  hw 
done  its  duty,  hut  in  a  manner  the  most  splen- 
did, the  most  worthy  of  admiration  and  thanks. 
That  gentleman  has  also  expressed  bis  doubts  ttf 
the  very  important  nature  of  the  victory,  Mid 
one  would  enppose  it  was  thought  by  many  a 
very  trivial  advantage  that  is  gained.  It  is  soch 
an  one,  however,  as  has  humbled  a  viotoriona 
foe;  ashasBvengedtheslaughteroftwoarmiee; 
as  gives  ns  tbe  reasonable  pro^wot  of  a  RMedy 
peace.  Can  we  dedre  any  thing  more  ardentiy 
than  a  termination  of  ih«  Indian  war  t 

A  soldier,  of  all  men,  looks  to  this  Und  of 
recompense  for  his  services;  and  surely,  to  look 
to  the  approbation  and  ^planse  of  bis  country 
is  one  me^ns  of  keeping  anve  the  sentimenta  of 
i^ijienship,  which  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to 
expire  even  tn  a  camp.  Shall  we  make  tt  an 
excQse  for  lef^ng  to  pasa  this  vote,  that  we 
establish  the  principle  of  thnnting  nobody  t  la 
sot  thia,  as  a  prindple,  as  novel,  as  impnnter,  m 
that  which  alarms  onr  cqiponeDtst  And  shall 
we  establish  it  as  a  princ^le  ag^nst  th«  known 
practioe  of  other  assemhliea  and  of  Uite,  and 
against  Qie  istrin^c  propriety  of  the  case,  merely 
because  we  think  onr  discretion  will  not  be  &m 
enough  in  fnture  to  prevent  the  abnse  of  the 
practice!  Scarcely  any  abnse  could  have  a 
worse  isflnenoe  than  tiie  refusal  to  adopt  this 
vote,  because,  should  the  negative  prevail, 
what  wonld  Uie  army  believe  t  Would  they 
not  say,  avoteof  thai^  has  beenrqjectodf  It 
is  sua  we  have  not  done  mudi,  and  what  w« 
have  done  is  merely  our  duty,  for  wlJoh  w« 
receive  wages  f 

The  debate  has  taken  sooh  a  torn,  that  I  oco- 
fess  I  oonld  have  wished  the  motion  had  not 
been  made.  For  the  most  awkward  and  ridiou- 
loua  tlung  in  the  world  la  to  express  onr  grad- 
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tndelothlj.  BatUleMtitofleratotboMwho 
tear  tbat  Totea  of  thanks  will  be  too  (Mqneat, 
BotoB  aecmity  ■^■Inrt  thdr  •pprebenaions. 
Would  any  man  ruk  the  feeUaga  and  dianctar 
(rf  hia  frioid  t^  an  att«mpt  to  force  a  Tote  of 
thanka  bj  a  bare  m^ori^  throogfa  the  Honaet 
No,  an  ii^ennone  mind  will  ahiiDk  tnra  this 
groaa  reward.  If  tiiere  ia  any  force  In  the  pre- 
eedent  it  ia  feared  we  are  now  making,  H  win 
operate  more  to  deter  from  than  to  invite  the 
repetition. 

Mr.  DauBOBEi  waa  in  &Tor  of  Uie  origiul 
motion.  In  addition  to  iome  remarki  reladTe 
to  the  Repttblicaniatii  of  tke  idea  of  the  Rvpn- 
aentativea  of  the  pec^le  thmUng  the  armiee  of 
tite  people  fi>r  their  proweas  and  Tiotori«a,  he 
oompared  the  argnment  against  the  reaotattons 
on  tiie  (Core  of  abnae  to  a  miaer'a  ezoaaing  him- 
■elf  from  the  pntotioe  of  duritj,  leat  he  ahoold 
bestow  it  on  nnwortbj  o^ecta. 

Ur.  BoranvoRD  waa  oppoaed  to  tlte 
Tioni  qneMtioD.    He  hoped  the  resolution  of 
thanks  woold  pan  withont  a  dineoting  vtdoe. 

The  previons  qoeetitm  wsa  now  called  for,  bj 
five  membera,  vii :  "  Shall  the  main  qaestion  to 
agree  to  the  said  reaointion,  be  now  pat?  "  And 

On  the  previoDfl  qaestjon,  "Sball  the  said 
m^  qoestion  b«  now  pnt  t "  it  was  reeolved  in 
the  affirmatire— jeas  02,  dajb  80, 

And  then  the  main  qneetion  bung  pat,  Out 
the  Hoose  do  agree  to  the  said  reBdDti<»>,  it  was 

£Mob«dy  wMMJmaw^,  That  the  thanks  of 
tbis  HoDse  be  givco  to  the  brave  ofBoers  and 
soldiers  of  the  legion  nnder  the  orders  of  It^or 
Oenwal  WajDe^  for  th^  patienoe,  fortitode, 
and  braveiy. 

JiMtflM^  wtamimoviii/,  That  the  thenka  of 
tiiis  House  be  given  to  M^or  General  Boott, 
and  to  the  gaUant  mounted  volnnteen  from  the 
fitat«  of  Kentnd^,  wlto  liave  served  their 
oonntrf  in  the  field,  during  the  late  campaign, 
nnder  tlie  orders  of  U^Jor  General  WaToe,  for 
their  leal,  bravery,  and  good  oondocL 

JSs»Awd,  TbatthePKiBDnTOViBKnamD 
BiATBs  be  reqoeated  to  transnit  the  foregt^ 
teeolationa;  and  that  Mr.  Viixuk  Siotb  ani 
Hr.  KtmsAT  be  m^ted  a  committee  to  wut 
oa  the  Faaan»R  therewith. 

On  motion  (MT  Mr.  UimnAT, 

Sm0l»td,  tmantMou*^,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  House  be  given  to  the  gallant  offloers  and 

Svatee  of  the  militia  of  tbe  States  of  New 
sej,  PeDQsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
who,  on  the  late  oaU  of  the  pKEamvrT,  rallied 
round  tbe  atandard  of  the  laws,  and,  in  the 
prompt  and  severe  services  wbioh  they  enooon- 
tered,  bore  tbe  most  iUustriona  testiraonj  to  the 
valne  of  the  oonstjtntion,  and  tbe  blewngs  of 
internal  peace  and  order;  and  that  the  I^an- 
amst  be  reaaested  to  oommnnioate  the  above 
vote  of  thanas  in  snob  manner  as  he  ma;  judge 
meet  aooeptable  to  tbe  patriotio  oitizena  who 
are  its  objects. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wnxux  Siotb  and  Mr. 
MussAT  be  ^pointed  a  committee  to  wut  on 
the  Pnaauam  with  the  foregtdog  reaolutloiL 


TviBDAT,  Deoembtr  9. 
n«  MM. 

The  House  then  took  m  the  motioa  of  Tk. 
CoiT,  relative  to  the  MinL  Thelettai(tfUi.Bit 
tenhoose,  referred  to  j^aUxiaj,  was  agsn  mi 

Mr.  BoDsiBOT  drew  the  attentiiw  cf  it 
Houae  for  aome  time,  by  a  aariee  of  tbt  a>i 
interesting  observations.  He  went  to  ibe  M 
of  the  Umted  States  to  inquire  fbr  ocotL  A 
waa  told  that  there  were  none  to  be  bad,  l» 
oaose  tbe  Bank  oonld  not  get  themfriMdi 
Vint.  He  then  went  to  the  Mint,  what  ht 
was  informed  that  cents  were  not  coined  Us 
becaose  the  officers  of  the  Mint  did  act  bn 
where  to  get  them  vented  I  He  aaid  dul  Ht 
Mint  cost  twenty'foTir  thousand  dt^lin  pa 
annom,  and  every  c«nt  coined  tb««  cMt  it 
public  several  cents,  tbon^  be  oooLd  act  a- 
sctly  tell  bow  many.  In  New  Jenejftraai 
oents  bad  been  ooinedinafewmoutbatlunbii 
ever  been  coined  altogether  at  the  Uiiiti/tki 
United  States,  and  this  liad  been  d<Hie«iafr 
fortieth  part  of  tbe  expense  which  Ibe  Kit  if 
tbe  United  SlAt«e  has  cost 

Several  other  members  advwtodtottopi- 
digiooB  inoonvenienee  which  ia  felt  sit  onr  it 
Union  for  want  of  ooppw  coin ;  and  it  lippii^ 
to  excite  aome  cariosity,  on  what  Uaoii&t 
the  officers  of  tbe  Mint  said  that  the;  couMirt 
get  their  cents  vented.  It  was  remarttd  tj 
Mr.  W.  SwTH  that,  except  as  to  PhilaUpl*. 
the  Mint  ia  of  litUe  or  no  use  wbatevw.  n> 
oeots  ^ven  ont  never  go  farther  than  th»  i^- 

A  committee  of  three  members  wen  4' 
pointed  to  examine  and  report  on  tb^  HM* 
the  Mint,  and  what  means  may  be  used  tona 
der  the  inatitatloa  more  bemefldal  to^Uiw 


"WtasKDAt,  Becembw  10. 

An  ttigrowed  bill  making  awropriitiosi  f* 

Qm  Bopport  of  Govenunent,  fw  the  yMr  <" 

tJiouaand  seven  hnndred  and  ninet^-Jf^  *■* 

read  *^  third  time,  *i"^  panned 

MoXDAT,  December  IS. 
Two  other  membera,  to  wit:  from  Tirpnii. 
JoHir  Pui ;  and  from  North  Caroliii*,  Sbut 
unr  WauuiB,  iqipeared,  and  took  their  xtf 
in  the  Honse. 

Tdxbdxt,  Deoember  It. 
Pmtnsylcatua  /lutwyMtta 

It  was  then  moved  and  seconded  tfut  w 
House  should  go  into  a  committee,  on  tbe  i|^ 
pMt  of  tbe  Bcdect  comniitl«e,  on  thai  ptf^ 
the  PanBHnar's  Speech  which  racomw'"* 
compensation  to  the  anfferen  by  tbe  iiw(^ 
in  the  Western  conntiee.  Tbe  Eoobb  hK^ 
ingly  went  into  a  committee,  Mr.  Ctw  >>  ■*' 
cluir,  and  the  report  waa  reaid.  ^ 

In  tbe  olause  for  maUng  oompeMi'"' * 
officers  of  Govenunent,  and  o&xf  dtiM»<  j^ 
NiOBOLaavaa  6x  etiikiag  oat  the  three  ■■ 
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rtfrAs,  kbA  reetrlctiBg  indenmification  to  the 
fflcera  of  Government,  as  die  additional  words 
roald  make  room  for  a  set  of  claims  whicb 
lerer  could  be  latisfled  or  put  to  an  end.  It  is 
lo-w  ascertained  tbat  the  m^orlty  of  the  people 
t  the  four  western  counties  have  always  been 
a  favor  of  Oovemmeat;  bnt,  since  it  is  bo, 
bey  ought  to  have  suppressed  Uie  inanrrection, 
nd  saved  the  expense  of  sending  an  army  into 
hat  conntrj.  Bnt  as  they  did  not  da  bo,  Ur. 
1.  did  not  see  what  clwm  they  had  for  oom- 
«nMtion  any  more  than  the  sofferers  in  the 
rar  with  Britain. 

Ur.  Fdidlat  tbonght  that  sonnd  policy  re- 
iiired  an  indemnification  to  the  anfferem. 

Mr,  Htllhoubi  was  in  favor  of  the  report  of 
he  committee  as  it  stood.  The  whole  a^ur 
ras  bnt  a  trifle.  He  nnderatood  that  the  dam- 
ga  done  by  the  rioters  did  not  altogether  ez- 
eed  twenty  thoosand  dollaiH;  and  tkiA  three- 
DOrths  of  this  smn  "was  for  losses  sustained  by 
fflcers  of  the  revenue.  The  rest  of  the  account 
«a  for  persons  who  had  fought  in  defence 
f  the  officers  or  who  had  lodged  and  protected 
hem.  He  oheerved  that  the  whole  of  the 
elect  committee  were  of  one  mind  npon  the 
abject,  and  agreed  in  considering  the  other 
ftizens  as  equ^y  entitled  to  indemnification 
rith  the  officers  themselfee. 

Ur.  NiaBoi.u  was  still  against  the  reeolations 
s  originally  corded.  He  did  not  see  any  proof 
f  eitraordiniiry  attachment  on  the  part  of  the 
Umsnts,  nor  any  peculiar  call  on  the  jnstdce 
f  the  House  in  this  particolar  case. 

Mr.  W.  Sxim  said,  that  one  msn  had  his 
rhole  property  burned  for  having,  at  the  haz- 
rd  of  his  life,  assisted  in  attempting  to  defend 
be  honse  of  the  Inspector  General.  A  second 
eoelTed  the  eame  treatment  for  having  lodged 
n  eidae  officer ;  and  a  third,  because  he  had 
ntecedently  been  one  himeelf,  though  he  had 
nitted  his  employment  before  the  Hots  bcgsn. 
Ir.  S.  MTged  that  these  were  certainly  peculiar 
nd  pressing  oases,  and  that  it  would  De  highly 
npolitic  not  t«  pro1«ct  such  people. 

Ur.  GiLBCBT  hoped  tbat  there  would  be  no 
licrimination,  bnt  that  all  the  snfierers  wonld 
e  alike  reimbursed. 

Ur.  BouDiHOT  proposed  a  kind  of  compro- 
lise  tietween  the  oriG;inal  reeolntion  and  the 
nendment  by  Mr.  Niobol/^b.  He  proposed 
Iwt  the  clftDse should  read  thus:  "officers  of 
!ie  revenue,  and  other  citizens  aiding  and  as- 
isting  them."  Ee  was  willing  to  indemnify 
enons  who  hod  actually  niffer^  in  defence  of 
rovemment,  but  not  other  persons  who  might 
ocidentally  have  been  injared  by  the  rioters. 

Mr.  Dattoh  was  of  opinion  that  some  restrio- 
aa  ot  this  sort  was  necessary.  Citizens  were 
1  duty  bound  to  support  Government,  but  the 
ttter  was  not  in  all  cases  bound  to  indemnify 
lieir  loBsee.  Let  any  person  go  through  any 
art  of  the  country  wherever  British  soldiers 
•d  marched,  and  he  would  find  thousands  and 
cm)  of  thoDsands  of  people  whose  property  had 
WD  utterly  destroyed  tty  the  wanton  barbor- 


[H.  or  R. 

Ity  of  theee  troops.  Go  to  another  part  of  the 
country  and  yon  will  find  people  who  suf- 
fered very  oonsiderably  by  the  American  sol- 
diers, when  Government  did  not  give  them  an 
oimce  of  bread  for  ponnde  that  thev  should 
have  hod.  It  was  not  poaible  to  maJce  satis- 
&otion  to  all  theee  peopie. 

Mr.  Skdqwiox  said  it  was  extremely  disagree- 
able to  attempt  detaining  the  committee  witti 
this  Bulfject,  to  which  they  discovered  snch  gen- 
eral inattention,  that  he  did  not  know  if  It  bad 
■  been  equalled  in  any  popular  assembly  be- 
Ee  agwn  adverted  to  an  argument  which 
he  had  nsed  on  a  former  day,  viz :  that  when  a 
irivate  person,  at  the  risk  of  bis  property  and 
lis  lifc^  comes  forward  to  support  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  his  service  wsa  much  more  mer- 
itorious, and  demonstrated  a  mnch  greater  de- 
gree of  patriotism  than  that  of  a  revenue  offi- 
cer who  was  paid  for  his  share  of  the  bnsinesi^ 
Ee  inferred  that  the  snflerera  by  the  Western 
rioters  shonld  all  be  equally  indemnified. 
Mr.  HiLi.Hov8a  repeated  some  of  his  former 
asons  for  wishing  to  disoharse  the  whde 
tums.    He  was  therefore  against  the  qnalified 
amendment  of  Mr.  BomiraoT. 

Mr.  SwiTT  was  ag^nat  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BonviKOT,  because  he  was  against  giving,  at 
present,  any  thing  at  all  He  wonld  suffer  the 
persons  who  have  sostuned  iqjnry  fh)m  these 
rioters  and  treapsffiers  to  prosecute  them  at 
law.  If  they  cannot  get  any  retributiun  in 
that  WB^,  then,  and  not  sooner,  you  may  b^nn 
to  consider  upon  the  propriety  of  (^ving  any 
compensation ;  but  till  the  parties  aggrieved 
have  done  their  utmost  in  that  way,  he  would 
have  no  steps  ivhatever  taken  of  the  natnro 
proposed.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the  House 
might  advance  money  in  the  mean  time  to  the 
suffereni,  and  leave  them  to  their  actions  agamst 
the  rioters.  But  if  yon  pay  a  man  for  his  dam- 
ages, what  security  is  there  that  he  will  follow 
Khis  suit;  or,  is  it  not  evident  that  such  pra- 
)ns  compensation  will  greatly  damp  his  ar- 
dor I  Mr.  8.  said,  that  if  previous  nbtioe  were 
given  of  Government  being  ready  to  pay  the 
damages,  in  case  they  could  not  be  recovered 
before  a  court  of  law,  there  oerUunly  never 
would  be  found  a  Jury  to  bring  a  verdict  agaisat 
a  private  person.    For 


iKr.£'^ 


There  was  only  one  case  wherein  he  could  be 
induced  to  advance  money.  If  any  of  these 
persons  could  prove  that  they  had  been  ro- 
dnced  by  the  rtotere  to  snch  poyoiv  that  they 
were  nnable  to  prosecute  tneir  daims  in  a 
oonrt  of  law,  it  might  then  perhqis  be  expe- 
dient to  advance  for  thwi  the  expenses  of  the 
suiL  But  the  interpodtion  of  the  House  at 
this  period  would  affect  the  olaims  very  grea^, 
and  thus  confer  on  the  rioters  themselves  a  a- 
vor  which  Mr.  S.  was  very  unwilling  to  bestow, 
as  he  would  wish  them  prosecuted  to  the  ut- 
most. Before  the  meeting  of  next  Oongrea^ 
it  might  be  ascertained  wliat  could  be  made  of 
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tiMM  pKMMntions,  lutd  then,  ani  not  tiU  tbea, 
Ht.  8.  vonld  tiiii^  it  proper  to  enter  on  the 
dlaonnon  aoggeated  t^  tfae  report  of  the  «dect 
oommittM. 

Ur.  DiXKB  drew  a  dhtinction  between  per- 
■ons  raflaring  by  an  open  enemj.  whoee  ap- 
pra«otie«  thej  eonld  not  avoid,  ma  those  who 
sofi^  rolnntuilj.  llie  cl^m  for  ooropensfttioD 
«M  oomplete,  wA  we  Bbould  do  the  partjee  in- 
Jostioe  ii  thej  did  not  reoelve  full  utisfaction. 

Mr.  BoUDwot  withdrew  his  amendment,  nn- 
der  the  idea  th&t  the  partianlar  oases  wonld 
hereafter  ocone  beftwe  the  House.  The  onertion 
tiierefbre  reverted  to  its  fbrmer  shape,  uiall  the 
words  "and other  citiiena" be strnok  ont. 

Mr,  Dattoh,  in  oppoMtion  to  Mr.  Dkztib, 
oonridered  the  QoTemment  of  the  TTnlted  Btatca 
M  more  jnstlj  bovnd  to  make  rnwration  to  the 
people  who  enflbred  by  the  robDertes  and  oon- 
flagraticas  perpetrated  b  j  British  soldiers  than 
to  oimpenMte  the  snArere  in  the  fbnr  Western 
oonntiee ;  for  thoee  whoee  honsea  were  homed, 
and  whoee  property  was  destroyed  by  the  Brit- 
iA,  had  no  quarter  to  which  they  conid  look 
fbr  r^ef  except  to  their  own  QoTenunent 
The  people  to  the  Westward,  on  the  contrary, 
had  it  in  their  power  to  proaecnte  the  rioter^ 
who  were  well  able  to  pay  them.  Mr.  Dizteb 
had  said  that  the  losses  of  the  persons  mined 
\ty  the  British  were  upon  record.  Perhaps,  said 
Mr.  Dattox,  they  will  always  be  on  record  ; 
hot  nobvdy  gnppoees  that  we  dudl  ever  iadem- 
nUr  tbeae  loesee.  He  thon^t  it  pradent  for 
the  preaent  to  resbriot  relid:  to  the  officers  of 
Oovemmant  alone. 

Tbe  qneation  was  abont  to  be  pot,  on  the 
■meodment  proposed  by  Hi,  Nionous  to  Hie 
first  reaolnticm  in  tbe  report  of  the  select  eom- 
mlttacL  when  Mr.  Boorr  rose.  He  said,  that  if 
diere  had  been  a  proposal  devised  to  weaken 
the  hands  of  OoTemment  in  the  fbnr  Western 
MHmtiee.  there  was  no  one  thing  which  could 
have  effected  that  point  so  completely  as  the 
striking  out  of  these  three  words,  "and  other 
dtizens."  If  gentlemen  wonld  only  reflect  fbr  a 
moment,  he  wonld  ask  them  how  they  thonght 
it  possible  that  any  dvil  officer,  after  the  adop- 
tion of  ench  an  amendment,  wonld  ever  be  able 
to  raise  a  posse  in  that  part  of  the  conntry  i 
Who  wonld  hereafter  ventnre  to  defend  the  life 
of  an  eidse  officer,  when  the  world  has  been 
told,  that  individnolg  do  it  at  their  own  hazard, 
and  cannot  look  to  Government  for  any  oom- 
peosation  t  Who  will  hereafter  admit  an  ex- 
cise officer  into  hia  honse,  if  ttut  honae  may, 
with  impunity,  be  hnmed  abont  his  eanl  Aa 
soon  as  this  amendment  has  gone  abroad,  every 
body,  Instead  of  asdsting  the  offioere  of  tiie  re- 
venue, will  strive  to  keep  out  of  thdr  way,  and 
have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  If  there  never 
had  been  any  thing  said  about  making  a  com- 
pensation to  other  citizena,  perhqis  there  might 
have  been  little  harm,  or  at  least  there  would 
have  been  much  leas  harm  by  forbearing  to  give 
them  relief.  Bnt  when  the  saltject  has  been 
birly  l«on(^t  toward  by  the  Fbmidiht  in  his 


Speech,  and  when  it  had  been  debated  at  fil 
length  in  this  Eonse,  when  bo  mucli  notice  W 
been  attracted,  and  so  many  hopes  have  been 
thrown  out,  to  give,  in  the  f^  of  bH  thi^  af- 
reet negative,  would  be  the  most  impcditie  dip 
that  ooold  possibly  be  thonght  of. 

The  committee  then  agreed  to  r^eet  Hi 
amendment,  and  divitied  on  the  first  rEaoluin 
as  it  ori^nally  stood  in  the  report  of  tbe  sdeet 
committee — yeas  W,  nays  87. 

The  second  resolotion  was  then  pat  fbr  ■• 

ibHng  the  PmsiDKin  to  draw  the  sniu  of 

dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  safTerers — ^yeK  11, 
nays  87. 

Mr.  8iirm  then  said,  that  seventeea  tboosaad 
doBars  had  been  mentioned  in  the  oominittM 
as  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  damages.  Hi 
proposed  to  fill  np  the  blank  with  eight  or  ta 
thonsand  dollars,  on  acconnt,  till  they  abonld  sss 
what  was  to  be  the  final  amonnt  ctf  the  dsia& 

Mr.  HiLLBOuaz  and  Mr.  KrrrRBA  both  ob- 
teoted  to  this  proposal  The  committee  ra^ 
Tb»  Churmon  reported  that  the  oommittee  had 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  select  oommitiM 
withont  any  amendment.  The  House  wen 
about  to  Wte  np  the  report,  when  Mi.  8bm- 
wicE  said,  that  he  was  retdly  ooncemed  tt 
tbinking  that  there  could  have  been,  any  Eli- 
sion at  all  abont  snoh  a  thing.  He  still  hoped 
that  a  measure  might  be  adopted  which  woaM 

Jrodnoe  unanimity  on  the  subject,  and  wonld 
ave  a  much  better  eflect  than  sach  a  divisML 
The  bin  appropriating  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  thousand  five  hnndred  and  dzty- 
nine  doUws  and  one  cent  for  the  expenses  ck  the 
militia  in  the  Western  expedition,  was  rc^  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  &  Coaa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  b 


WnsmBDAT,  Deoember  IT. 
Pmuglwiia  /nturpeittt. 

The  House  resnmed  the  oonuderatioa  of  S>e 
report  of  the  select  committee  on  that  part  cf 
the  Pbesident's  Bpeech  respecting  compeim- 
tion  to  the  Bofferers  by  Insurgents  m  the  Wat- 
em  conntiea  in  Pennsylvania.  When  the  fint 
of  the  two  resolntjons  in  the  report  was  read, 
Mr.  SwuT  objected  to  the  erantjng  oC  imme- 
diate indemnification,  on  muoh  the  acune  ground 
as  he  adopted  yesterday  in  the  Goounittee  of 
the  Whole.  He  inquired  how  a  person,  widi  a 
compensation  from  that  Honse  m  his  pock^ 
could  appear  in  a  Court  of  Justice  to  prosecots 
a  rioterfor  damages,  i^henthe  Judge,  tltejurt^ 
and  6v«7  one  m  Oourt  knew  he  had  been 
indemnified  t  He  enlarged,  at  some  lengQi,  un 
the  great  pity  that  It  would  be  to  let  those 
riotMS  and  rebels  esc^w  so ;  and,  after  thy 
had  cost  Government  above  a  millioD  ttf  dot- 
lara,  that  they  should  not  be  obliged  to  ftj 
theae  sixteen  or  twenty  thousand. 

Mr.  Ltiun  hoped  that  the  House  woaU 
give  the  money,  and  have  done  with  the  buoncM. 

Mt.  NioHOLAs. — The  more  he  oonmdored  tiai 
qneataou,  he  was  Ihe  more  eonvinoed  that  tbs 

,:,.       .Co,. 
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lODBS  are  inTolviDg  thaioselTea 
neot  Are  yon  not  told  (eaid  he,  allnding  to 
ifhat  had  been  urged  bj  Ur.  Swur)  that,  hj 
nying  these  olaima  in  the  Stat  iiutaiioe,  70D 
m  cutting  the  ainewa  of  civil  prooeea  ?  In  an; 
\iture  oonunotion  of  this  kind  &  peraoD  vho 
lu  lodged  an  exdMmon  tnaj  hare  hii  house 


Qsnallj  held  oat  an  amDesty.  Bj  this  meana 
great  moltitadea  oame  in,  aod  racmved  pardon 
before  the  operations  of  chastiBement  began. 
The  mob,  therefore,  would  in  tbia  oaae  reason 
thus :    As  a  crowd,  we  have  a  good  chance  to 


wcanse  he  interfered  In  favor  of  a  reTsnne 
ifflcer.  Then  ^on  are  bound,  by  this  nreoedent, 
a  indemnifr  him ;  and  bow  can  yoa  oistingmBb 
vhat  was  the  real  motive  to  that  ootrsge  ?  He 
nlieved  it  impossible  ever  to  bring  Govern* 
nent  to  snob  a  state  of  perfection  as  that  aU 
Mses  BoSered  in  defence  of  it  sbonld  be  in- 
lemnifled  at  its  charge.  Where  isthe  difforenoe 
Mtween  this  esse  and  that  of  indemniMng  the 
ones  at  sea  by  the  British  f  Yet  that  pro- 
jNiBel  was  rejected.  Where  ie  the  gentleman 
rho  will  say  that  he  believes  people  will  pot 
^tenuelves  to  the  tronble  of  proeeoating,  when 
they  know  that  the  money,  if  reoovered,  most 
ff>  into  your  pockets  a«^  t  Let  ns  pnt  the 
case,  that  a  jnry  in  the  Wcetom  ootmtiea,  where 
th«ee  points  mnst  be  tried,  shall  find  any  of 
tluse  people  entitled  to  less  than  what  yon  have 
bestowed  npon  themt  Can  yon  then  recover 
the  money  back  again)  It  is  s^d  that  thto 
raeolotioD  embraces  bnt  a  few  instanoes,  and 
these  of  the  most  meritorious  kind;  bnt,  in 
reality,  it  includes  sll  dtiiens  who  havs  suSbred. 
What  will  ttiis  comprehend,  or,  rattier,  what 
will  it  not  oomprehendt  He  suppoasd  that  the 
deuni  was  that  the  oommis^ners  appointed 
by  the  Paaammrr  for  that  eSkit  shoald  be  sent 
into  the  Western  comities  to  ascertain  the  dsni' 
iges.  Mr.  N'.  oondnded  by  dedaring  that 
nothing  which  he  had  heard  oonld  induce  him 
to  go  to  the  extent  proposed ;  and,  by  ' 
aoney  at  present,  the  proeeontions  wo 
same  to  noQung. 

lb,  MnxKA.T  hoved  the  first  restdntion  would 
MMoeed.  He  realfy  (hoaght  that  the  reasoning 
of  the  gentleman  from  Yir^^ia  (Mr,  Nioeolas) 
vonld  extend  to  the  esclnrion  of  General 
Narille. 

Mi.  MAsnoH  remarked,  that  great  respeot 
was  due  to  this  propositioii,  both  on  aooonnt  of 
Uie  interesting  oooasion  that  prodnoed  it,  and 
of  tbe  qaart«r  from  whence  it  came.  Bnt  the 
■Dore  he  revolved  the  snl^eot  In  his  mind,  the 
more  he  was  oonvinoed  that  great  drcamspeo- 
tion  wta  reqiusite,  and  that  the  House,  for 
many  reasons,  onght  to  take  as  much  lime  in 
deliberating  npon  what  they  ongbt  to  do  as  the 
nature  of  the  sntject  will  admit.  He  rewnn- 
mended  the  proposal  of  some  gentlemen  to  let 
the  afbir  lie  over  to  next  session. 

It  is  DO  doabt  proper  to  encourage  a  spirit 
tcK  lappreenng  inenrrections,  and  this  measure 
ia  oertunly  caloalated  to  promote  that  qtirit. 
But,  in  hu  judgment,  Vr.  M.  feared  that  it 
would  likewise  enoonn^  insurreotiona.  A 
great  body  of  people  were  oommonly  engaged 
hi  mch  distnrMnces  who  were  not  worth  naag- 
ing,  and  to  whom  an  estabMied  Government 


burse  the  loss,  and  w«  shall  not  be  forced  to 
disgorge  our  booty.  Mr.  H.  thought  that  spe- 
cnlations  of  this  kind  miabt  be  ^itertained  by 
fature  insonents,  if  the  ;^u»e  were  instantly  to 
vote  a  ooanueto  indemnification  to  the  sn^rers. 
Mr.  M.  held  the  hif^est  respeot  fbr  the  argn- 
ments  and  fbelings  of  gentlemen  who  esponsed 
the  other  side  of  the  qaestitm.  What  he  him- 
self had  jost  now  snmsted,  he  did  not  n^ui 
as  decdsive  conddenSious,  bat  yet  as  oonsidei^ 
rei^t.  His  own  impreedon  was  to 
let  (he  matter  Ue  over  tall  tbe  next  session,  and 
then  those  who  had  done  tb^  best  in  prose- 
eating  would  come  forward  to  that  House  to 
claim  compensation  under  the  most  anspicioos 
cirouinstanae&  and  all  which  they  shsll  have 
recovered  will  be  saved  to  tbe  State. 


Mr.  BoiTDiNoii  differed  in  some  d^^ee  fri»n 
the  genUeman  who  spoke  last.  Be  was  fbr 
d(dng  something  at  present,  though  not  so  mnoh 
as  was  impUed  m  the  first  reeolntion.  He  re- 
capitulated the  danger  that  would  arise  from 
slackening  tlte  efibrta  of  people  to  prosecute  the 
rioters.  Be  entirely  dissented  bitm  the  princi- 
ple laid  down  by  some  gentlemen,  that  Govern- 
ment was  in  all  oases  bound  to  indraanify  the 
losses  sustained  by  its  citizens  from  foreign  or 
domestic  ontrsga  In  the  war  with  Britain 
there  were  great  nmnbers  of  people  who  chose 
rather  to  fl^t  it  out  to  the  last,  and  permit 
their  honses  to  be  burnt  by  the  British  troops, 
than  accept  of  terms  which  they  might  have 
obt^ed.  Mr.  B.  again  proposed  the  amend- 
ment wliich  he  laid  yesterday  before  the  com- 
mittee, tit:  that  after  the  words  "and  other 
dtiaens,"  there  should  lie  inserted,  "personally 
aiding  and  anistiiig  tiiem."  This  he  thou^t 
soffloient  in  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  HxATH  declared  himself  agunst  the  reso- 
lution as  nnsound  p<^cy.  He  feared  that  it 
may  be  an  enoonragement  to  fntnre  mischief. 
When  an  officer  of  Die  revenne  finds  that  he  is 
to  be  BO  easily  paid — to  be  p^d  a  doable  value 
for  tiie  bnming  of  his  honse— will  not  this 
slacken  bis  ardor  in  defence  of  itt  Who  has 
not  beard  of  tbe  rebellion  of  Bkayi,  where  a 
great  deal  of  property  was  destroyed  I  People 
there  began  at  tbe  right  end  of  the  busincsa, 
Lawsnitswere  commenced  against  the  rebels, 
and  damages  were  recovered.  Pray,  would  it 
not  be  a  proper  bar  to  the  recovery  of  damage* 
in  a  oonrt  of  law  to  say  Government  has  paid 
youf  Will  not  these  people  who  suffered  by 
the  Tories  in  the  last  war  come  next,  with  o| 
months,  and  demand  indemni^t  '" 
next  have  those  dtizens  who  Uely  sunerea  Dy 
the  piratea  of  Brit^  hastening  to  demand  com- 
pensation. Mr.  H.  considered  this  aa  the  most 
Important  ^pMstioa  which  had  oooM  bsrftare  Ooo* 
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gnoi  dnring  tbe  prMut  at 

St  MjiiMr  that  be  wtmld  bear  t 


111   QiHapciuui|S  uiB  Biumnni  hj  wvi 

lit  of  lu^eleM  proMontlou,  md  the 
if  iniBMiUatoly  pving  the  danuiJGa. 
a  aaked  Ae  geatleuuui  vbether  bia 


Hftaonolnded 

__      ..     bii  teatimoDf 

thbrewdntioD. 
Mr.  OAxma  waa  of  tbe  aame  (^inkHL  Vr. 
HuKBAT  hadatidtbfttttmNild  beimponible  to 
&id  a  joiT  in  the  Weotarn  oonntlee  who  wonld 
gire  booeat  damagea  ag^jut  the  rtotera,  beoanae 
almoM  eTei7  bod;  vaa  on  their  lide^  and  there 
TOnld  be  no  poaaibilit;  of  finding  a  Jniy  who 
wonld  MM  an  eqaitable  verdict,  unlesa  reoonrae 
waa  had  to  the  odious  and  ezeorable  praetioe  of 
paolri''g  Jnrlee.  This  remedy  Tag  wone  than 
tbs  diaeaae ;  and  from  tbia  Mr.  Mchai  inferred 
the  fbtilit;  of  oompelling  tbe  aaffiarera  to  wait 
for  (be  remit  of  hi  '  --"  - 
propriety  of 

Mr.  OiBHii  aaked  Uie  ffeat 
knowledge  aa  a  lawTer  did  not  infbrm  him 
an  npright  Jnr;  might  be  selected  wtlboot  hav- 
ing reoonrae  to  the  in&moDa  expedient  crfpaok- 
ingt  Then  a  jury  were  ohoeen,t)w}>raaeinitan 
wonld  be  at  liberty  to  except  against  tbem;  and 
if  tbe?  were  either  men  of  bad  charaotera,  or  in 
anj  ihape  connected  with  tbe  riotera,  these  ei- 
oeptioDB  would  be  admitted,  and  tbis  prooew 
wonld  go  on  till  a  reepeotable  Jnr;  could  be 
ehoaeu.  Tbia  was  qniu  dutinot  from  anj  thing 
like  packing.  He  oonudered  this  explanation 
■a  a  aatiafactoiy  answer  to  the  argnmenis  ad- 
vanced by  tbe  member  from  IfaryLaod ;  and  be 
entertained  a  better  opinion  tban  that  gentle- 
man seemed  to  poeMn  of  the  Jniymen  m  tbe 
Weetem  oonntiea.  Hr.  O.  foresaw  many  bad 
oonaaqnenoea  that  mi^t  pooaibly  flow  fr«m  tbis 
alaority  in  diaoharglng  dunagea.  What  if  there 
ahonld  be  a  oc^naiTe  iniorrection  between  two 
parties,  and  then,  inatead  of  twenty  thonaand 
doUara,  we  aball  luve  to  disdiai^  a  bill  of  per- 
h^ie  an  hundred  thonaand,  or  twice  that  samf 
He  coDudered  it  as  good  a  plea  iil  bar  of  pros- 
ecntJona  to  t&j,  GoTemment  has  paid  yon.  Bnt 
o  fond  of  indemnifying  people  who 


the  Creeka  within  tbe  last  ten  montba  only 
bare  done  miaohief  to  the  extent  of  five  or  aix 
hnndred  thonaand  dollars.  He  abonld  be  glad 
to  bear  tbe  Honae  diqioaed  to  indemnify  fteee 
pemle,  bat  it  waa  what  be  did  not  expect.  He 
eo^d  not  see  why  these  anfferera  were  not  aa 
mnob  entitled  to  oompensatitHi  as  tbe  others  in 
tbe  fbnr  Western  oonnties.  Aa  to  the  Oreeka, 
tbe  State  of  Qeorpa  was  neither  at  war  nor 
peaoe  with  them.  Peaoe  it  waa  called,  bnt  in 
the  mean  time  tbe  saragee  were  committing 
inaeeeant  morders.  Reverting  to  tbe  qneetion 
before  the  Honse,  Mr.  0.  said,  that  It  wonld  be 
most  impoUtio  to  proceed  at  preaukt  in  tbe  pay- 
ment of  these  losses;  and  be  waa  oonvinoed 
that  the  Pbebidkht  himBelf|  when  he  made  the 
reference  in  his  ^>eech,  did  not  intend  that  the 
thing  ahonld  be  acted  on  immediately.  Hr.  0. 
hoped  that  there  would  be  &  dday  for  the  pres- 
ent session.  "Hie  beet  way  to  asoerttun  tbe  real 
extNit  of  the  damasee  was  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  deeidon  of  a  Jniy.    Whm  jmies  bave  de- 


of  the  voKUota.     T&e  member  fitm  MriU 
bad  said,  that  damages  omdd  not  be  w  ' 
q»ecified  by  a  Jnry.    Tea.    If  yon  p^ 


ofdnion  on  tbe  qneetion  <tf  <KMiipaiflati(Ki,tiali 
was  satisfied  that  it  waa  better  to  make  *  ik- 
Mr.  DaxTKB,  in  reply  to  the  aniqiodttoite 
this  compesaation  wonld  encourage  fatm  ■- 
anrrection^  gave  it  aa  bia  opinion  tbit  it  nd 
be  tbe  means  of  preveotinK  them,  is  iiw 
gent  would  aay  to  himself,  **  I  nuglit  «V 
from  the  prosecntioa  of  my  nogbbw,  biit,  its 
tbe  United  States  assist  him,  I  caunot  »d 
against  both."  Mr.  D.  oonoeiTe*]  thilA 
meudng  of  t^  resolution  bad  been  mst^ 
and  he  plaoed  the  question  in  a  li^t  nti^ 
new  and  nnnotieea  by  any  firmer  ^xila 
Gmtlemeii  bad  spoken  as  if  tJie  reaolntiu  *■ 
to  the  Immediate  and  oomplete  diaduigs  it  ^ 
whole  dunages,  and  upon  this  many  arpmM 
had  been  founded.  This  idea  w«i  u  (A 
mistake,  for  the  first  resolation  vent  vij* 
ascertun  the  real  extent  of  the  danuM,  m 

not  pledge  tbe  Honse  to  pay  to  W 
amount  of  them.  He  oonaiderad  thi>  ut^ 
material  distincti<Hi,  and  which,  in  a  S"^"* 
sure,  obviated  many  arguments  on  the  iiw*| 
nde  of  tbe  qneetion.  Mr.  D.  did  not  IMdi,  w> 
tbe  member  from  GeoifLa,  that  the  ma*  na 
applied  to  tbe  sontb-weatern  aattlm  ^ » 
State  and  to  partiea  in  the  presMtt  TMobdn 
Tbe  people  on  tbe  fi«ntien  have  "{JsMd  d» 
selves  in  a  plaoe  of  danger  knowingU"  '" 
Creeks  were  an  open  enemy,  bnt  the  ii>ai^ 
were  an  nneipeotod  one.  Mr.  D.  f****/! 
great  length  to  make  a  distdnotlon  '^^tn^w 
two  oases,  and  oonoluded  by  aaymg  that  tbe  ME* 
reeolatitm,  which,  aa  well  aa  the  first,  ^^^ 

' '  pus,  went  OTily  to  a  teuipojarj  ra* 
Hartlxt  alao  plaoed  a  part  of  the  V* 
quite  a  different  lisbt  from  anj  fin" 

..»nan.     Knoe  be  bad  been  a  >dw°^ 

House  he  had  found  oocanon  to  read  •  K°^ 
deal  of  law,  and,  fh»n  that  knowledge  d»^ 
be  bad,  ywterday,  in  the  oommittea,  iatv"' 
tbe  Honse  tbat  neither  General  Neville  w*  W 


^B 


therefore,  which  bad  been  advanced »(^vr 
ther  eqnitable  damagee  oonld  be  reooTtrn  "' 
fore  a  jnry,  proceeded  upon  an  error,  bos*  ^ 
civil  proeen  whatever  wonld  he  in  the  f*»." 
the  Honse  were  disposed  to  donbt  hie  owj^ 
ion,  Mr.  H,  oonld  now  give  them  Hut  (■  * 
first  Uw  officer  in  Pennsylvania.  Siiw  J*^ 
day  Mr.  H.  had  oonsolted  that  maOm*^ 
gave  it  as  bis  express  opinion  that  ^\P^ 
Ime  absorba  the  lener ;  th^  a  case  <^  uu>^ 
only  a  oriminal  action,  and  that  no  P" 
damages  can  be  reooTered.  The  crime  »  »■ 
to  a  capital  pnniiihment;  be  did  not  "^^ 
death ;  hot  to  snob  a  degree  of  pooi''""?''^ 
(dfenoeahonldbefoimdtodeierTe.  Hr.B.Hn°i 
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that  if  pw^Ie  had  known  that  thej  w«re  to  be 
lodemi^ed  for  their  Iowm  b;  the  United  States, 
ft  mnch  greater  number  would  have  stood  b7  tlie 
law  than  did  so.  It  was  not  the  fear  of  personal 
danger  which  prevented  people  from  redsting 
the  iosnrgents ;  it  was  ^preheoaon  of  having 
their  barng  burned  down  in  the  night  time. 

Ifr.  DxiTEB  interrupted  Mr.  Ea^t.bt  tc  in- 
quire whether,  bj  the  Uwa  of  this  State,  the 
property  of  an  insurgent  b  forfeited  for  his 
crime?  Ur.  Habtlet  replied 'that  it  was  not. 
]£r.  Dextkb  t^en  remarked,  that  it  was  very 
abmrd  toEsy  to  a  man,  "  Yoaara  aninsorgent; 
yon  have  committed  a  great  deal  of  mischief 
bnt  yoQ  are  so  very  deep  an  offender  that  I  oao' 
not  recover  damages.  Hr.  Habtlet  rose  again 
to  give  Bome  fiirtber  explanatioD,  when  the 
Bpiaexr  announced  that  ne  had  something  to 
commanioat«  to  the  Honse.  Ifr.  Habtlst  sat 
down^  and  the  Sfeazbb  said,  that  he  bod  re- 
oelved  from  the  PBaaniBNT  some  important  and 
wnfideutJa]  oommnnications,  which  it  was  re- 
quisite to  read  in  the  House  this  day.  It  did  not 
appear  that  they  would  decide  on  the  first 
reaolntioD  at  present,  and  there  was  not  now 
more  time  left  Mfore  the  common  hour  of  ris- 
ing than  would  be  neceaaary  for  reading  the  oom- 
munjoations  from  the  PszaiDXHT.  The  debate 
was  instaally  de&rred,  and  the  gaileriea  oleored; 

Fbhut,  December  10, 
WiLUAJi  iBvim,  from  PenneylvaiilB,  appear- 
ed, wd  iook  hia  seat  in  the  Honse. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  reported  on  Wednesday  last,  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose,  on  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Speech  of  the  Pbbsidkit  or 
THi  UfliTsa)  Statbs  which  relates  to  the  policy 
of  indemaliying  the  snfferers  by  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  insurgents  in  the  'Western  oouiUes 
of  Pennsylvania.    Whereupon, 

Tha  firet  resolntion  being  under  conidderatiOD, 
in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 

"Saebnid,  That  tha  Prasdsot  of  ths  Umted Statu 
be  requsHod  to  otim  bd  MortuimieDt  to  be  made 
of  tha  loMea  loitunad  by  the  offioen  of  Gorentment 
■od  otlier  citiniu,  in  their  property,  (in  conseqasDoe 
of  their  eiertioTu  In  tnpport  of  the  lawn,)  by  the 
innrgentt  in  the  Weetem  <ioiuitiei  of  PeniujiTuilm,'' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Boudinot,  on  which 
the  Hoose  had  been  debating  on  Wednesday, 
was  read.  It  was  for  the  insertion,  after  the 
words  "  and  other  citisens,"  of  the  fnilowing  ad- 
dition :  "  personally  dding  and  assisting  them." 
,  Hr.  Habtlit  then  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
I  have  no  great  enconragement  to  speak,  when 
I  find  that  my  expressions  and  language  have 
been  totally  mistaken,  both  by  gentlemen  in 
this  House  and  by  the  person  who  frequently 
reports  the  debates.  On  Tuesday,  I  had  ven- 
tured to  say,  that  I  thought  no  great  relianoe 
could  be  had  upon  the  individuals  injured  ob- 
taining satisfoction  by  personal  actions  agunst 


the  insurgents;  that  I  imagiiwd  the  civil  remedy 
was  merged  in  the  off«ice  of  areon  against  tlia 
State,  or  perhaps  a  higher  offenoe ;  that,  from 
the  state  of  thingG,  we  could  not  promise  onr- 
selves  that  the  sufferers  would  be  compensated 
by  civil  snitBL 

On  Wednesday,  I  mentioned  to  the  Hooae, 
that,  though  there  had  been  much  diKUssion, 
yet,  ss  I  conndered  part  of  the  Hoose  to  Uihor 
under  what  I  held  to  be  a  mistake  with  respect 
to  the  lex  loei,  or  law  of  the  State,  whioh  we 
were  obliged  to  take  into  view,  I  held  it  my 
duty  to  observe,  that,  the  day  before,  I  had  said 
that  I  thought  the  smaller  offence,  that  is,  the 
civil  i^jary,  had  beoi  merged  in  the  greater 
against  sooie^ ;  that  the  offence,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  Stote,  would  be  arson,  whioh  had 
been  a  capital  offence,  punishable  with  death, 
that  the  punishment  had  been  mitigated  by  the 
alteration  of  the  penal  ood^  but  still  it  was  a 
felony.  I  noticed  that  I  had  formerly  read  taw 
a  good  deal  with  oonsiderable  attention,  but 
since  I  had  been  in  Oongreee,  I  had  not  been 
able  to  b^tow  much  time  upon  it.  I  said  that 
formerly  oertun  princuplea  or  maxims  had  made 
impreeaion  upon  my  mind ;  that,  among  others 
was  the  one  under  mnsideration,  that,  in  arson, 
the  injury  to  the  individoal  was  merged  in  that 
against  society,  or,  at  least,  must  ^ve  way  to 
the  other ;  and  public  justioe  most  be  done  in  tho 
first  place.  I  mentioned  that  1  had  consulted 
one  of  the  Ant  law  ofBcera  of  the  State,  which 
is  true,  and  he  agreed  with  me  in  opinion.  In- 
deed, he  added,  that  no  reliance  ahoold  be  bad 
upon  the  personal  remedy,  bnt  that  compenafr- 
tion  ought  to  be  made  to  the  sufferers. 

I  have  no  reason  to  change  my  former  opin- 


submissions,  I  should  ima^ne  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  that  there  was  to  be  an  obli- 
vion as  well  of  the  civil  as  the  criminal  offences 
to  those  who  submitted;  and,  as  the  Legiala- 
tore  has  the  power  to  oonetrne  the  agreement 

it  becomes  her  rather  to  do  it  with  n ■'■' 

ty  than  otherwise. 


say,  as  I  did  the  other  day,  that  the 
fear  of  having  their  houeee  or  barns  bnmed, 
terrified  many  a  man  in  the  Western  conntir 
from  Joining  the  standard  of  the  taw,  and  foroed 
him  to  temporize  with  rebellion.  When  the 
ofEcers  know  that  they  are  to  be  protected  in 
their  p«r8ons  and  property — when  the  pctm 
eomitatui  are  informed  that  they  are  to  be 
regarded  in  like  manner — we  may  expect  energy 
in  the  execution  of  the  taws.  The  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  defective,  or  at  least  doubtful :  and, 
if  the  present  punishment  for  arson  conunnee, 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  will,  I  dare  aay, 
point  out  a  decided  reme^  fur  tho  party  injur- 
ed against  the  offender.  It  becomes  the  honor 
and  Justice  of  the  Legislature  to  protect  and 
support  the  officers,  and  those  aiding  theoL  I 
shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  amendment. 
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Mr.  VsiuxLt  diffived  entirdy  from  the  goa- 
tleman  who  ^Mke  last  He  nndentood  that 
pardons  extended  only  to  the  oSenoes  against 
GoTenunent.  It  would,  for  thatrMson,  be  no 
hardihip  a^nst  the  people  who  had  received 
pardona  to  proeeonte  tiiem  fbr  oiyil  damages; 
tod,  by  tiie  statemcoit  of  the  member  himaelf, 
•otiou  would  lie  where  no  pnblio  proaeootiong 
had  been  made. 

Ifr.  Swm  WH  of  o^nion  that  the  member 
from  PennsrlTBoia  (Mr.  Eastlct}  was  moat 
Mitaiidy  nuataken  in  pcnnt  of  law,  when  he 
tmiffined  that  the  pardon  ^[ranted  b?  the  com- 
ndsnimara  eztended,  or  might  be  conatnied  to 
a  remiadoa  of  dvil  ofl^noea.  He  did  not  betioTe 
it  to  be  in  the  poww  of  Govemment  to  pardt 


■ylTioia  wonid  have  stood  np  in  the  House  to 


the  Honae  to  give  tbem  fifteen  or  twenty  thoo- 
oand  dollars  morel  He  did  not  come  there 
preparod  to  hear  ot  a  preminm  for  insarrection. 
He  rejected  all  idea  of  ao  much  tendomeaa  for 
riotera  and  rebels. 

Hr.  BouDJBOT  r^ected  all  idea  of  the  rioters 
being  ezempt«d  trma  oivil  snita.  There  was 
bnt  one  exception,  where  they  were  ezecnted 
tor  their  crime*.  He  had  no  other  view  of  the 
matter,  bat  as  a  qneetion  of  policy — whether  it 
waa  expedient,  or  the  oontrary,  to  prosecute 
tbese  people.  He  believed  that,  before  the  new 
Mnstitation,  the  law  stood  fts  the  member  from 
Pennsylvania  represented  iL  Bnt  all  this  was 
miich  from  the  pnrpose.  By  far  the  greater  nnm- 
ber  of  the  rioters  nave  accepted  the  amnesty. 
Nobody  imagines  them  exempted  from  prosecu- 
tion. To  prevent  any  misconception  of  this 
Datnr&  the  commia^onera,  in  the  terms  of  par- 
don which  they  held  ont;  expressly  warned  the 
people  tbat  they  were  to  be  liable  to  civil  ac- 
tions for  the  damages  oommltted.  It  was  need- 
lees,  then,  to  embarrass  the  question  with  more 
difflonlties  than  natnraily  belonged  to  it.  He 
was  satisfied  that  this  was  a  mere  question  of 
policy,  whether  it  was  better  to  pay  ofi"  these 
people  at  once,  or  let  them  first  try  the  eSeota 

Ur.  Dattok  rose  and  asked.  "Vlio  shall  de- 
dde,  when  doctors  disagree  f'  Who  shall  de- 
dare  what  is  the  law,  when  the  learned  gentle- 
men of  the  bar  are  so  directly  opposed  to  each 
other!  The  Honse  (Ur.  D.  observed}  had,  by 
•ome  means,  imperceptibly,  and,  he  thought, 
nnneoessarily,  been  drawn  mto  the  discussion  of 
a  common  law  question.  Jjtw  bad  been  aptly 
compared  to  a  bottomless  pit,  and  the  sooner, 
therefore,  that  they  extricated  tliemsel  vee  from  it, 
the  better.  Very  fortunately,  (he  sud,)  there 
ezisteil  no  necesnty  for  determining,  in  the 
present  oasee,  upon  any  intricate  point  of  law, 
at  the  proposals  of  amnesty,  in  their  very  terms, 
as  well  as  in  their  natare,  left  each  individnal 
trespasser  liable  to  suita  at  law  on  the  part  of 
the  friends  of  good  order,  for  the 


tmned  by  the  one  and  done  by  the  other.  Xt 
D.  was  for  allowing  tboae  proeecntioBB  to  p 
forward,  and  was  wtS.  infimned,  not  aaij  (list 
there  was  far  more  than  snSdoit  of  tlie  pnnKiti 
of  the  insnrgents  to  make  oompensation,  bat  tU 
it  was  protnble  they  would  agree  tt^ethov  ^id 
make  ap  the  whole  among  themselves,  irnth^ 
than  be  vexed  by  lawsnita.  He  ooald  bsI 
agree  with  thoee  gentlemen  who  eipramd  a 
wish  to  vote  for  the  whcde  amonnt  of  i^^nuip^ 
immediately  to  be  paid  fttHn  (he  Tifixiiiij  Ha 
did  not  believe  witii  them,  that  snch  a  nwaam 
would  promote  the  digni^,  or  manifest  the  jib- 
tioe,  of  the  Government.  This  would  be  ta 
enter  into  an  improper  o(mi{voiiiiae  -with  g;iB&. 
It  wonld  be  to  make  peaoe  wllli  sedition,  in  a 
way  that  mi^^t  tend  to  eocoorage  rather  tfaa 
to  disoonrage  it  in  ftitnre.  We  were  obBgatc^ 
upon  prindple  and  preoedmt,  to  ensure  inde»- 
nity  to  thoae  officers  of  GoTemmeal.  who,  ■ 
conseqnemoe  of  a  prompt  and  steady  disdiai^ 
of  their  duty,  hoA  snmred  in  their  prapatj 
fhnn  (he  resentment  of  the  inaor^nta.  But  te 
wished  not  to  do  more,  until  the  result  <i 
actions  at  law  ooold  be  aseertajned.  AJtboo^ 
the  Government  may  oSer  a  pardon  for  ottata* 
against  the  public,  yet  nothing  was  more  dsK 
than  that  the  general  amnesty  did  not,  and 
coold  not,  exempt  the  seditions  ofiendra^  from 
answering  to  private  persons  for  injuries  daiH  to 
them  in  their  property. 

Ur.  H^BTUTroMtoeiiJain.  Thegentknam 
from  Oonneotiont  (Ur.  Swivr)  had  into^i^^n  i^ 
meaning.    He  was  going  on,  when 

Ur.  Datton  roM,  and  declared  that  he  lad 
never  put  any  snch  construction  on  (he  words 
of  the  gentleman,  who  certainly  most  have  ma» 
apprehended  him. 

I  did  not  mean  yon,  nr,  (said  Ur.  Habtxxt,)  I 
said  the  gentleman  from  ^imectiaU.  Yon  mad* 
a  mistake  of  the  same  kind  with  me  last  Beeeaon. 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  Bomxxor  waa,  on  a 
division,  lost — only  twenty-six  gentlemen  nmof 
when  the  question  was  ctdled  ior. 

The  qnestion  on  the  first  reaolntion  waa  fb^ 
called  for;  when  it  was  moved  to  take  the  pt*- 
vions  question,  that  is  to  soy,  **  Shall  the  rnaiw 
question  be  now  put  I " 

Ur.  Fitzbheosb  rose.  He  thonght  that  tl™ 
diacuBBian  comprehended  a  prindple  of  the  moat 
important  natm^  He  trusted  that  it  wonld 
not  be  got  rid  of  in  this  way.  He  waa  not  <d 
opinion  with  thoee  gentlemen  who  were  disposed 
to  waive  the  qnestion  jnst  now,  under  the  notio 
that  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  voting 
for  it  at  another  time.  He  believed  that  the  tros 
design  of  moving  the  previous  questiao  vras  to 
lay  it  asde. altogether.  This  e^iedient  shooU* 
not  answer  the  end;  for,  if  he  had  only  ods 
other  gentleman  in  the  Honse  to  second  him,  Iw 
would  stand  by  &e  matter  until  he  obtained  an 
entlidt  answer. 

Ur.  UoDowKu;  vindicated  the  proprie^  d 
taking  the  previoos  question. 

Ur.  Skdowici:  said,  tiiat  when  the  BtitiA 
carried  on  a  moat  nqjoat  war  against  this  ooos- 
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17,  the  UtQiatry  who  begaa  it  wars  in  time 
,amed  out  Their  Bucceaeore  had  alwayi  repro- 
Mt«d  the  war,  but,  after  tJw  pMoe,  tbe^,  not- 
vithst&ndiiig,  had  expended  several  miUions  to 
lapport  the  lo^aliHts.  White  the  Britj^  htd 
K^ed  with  so  mncb  liberslitj,  did  it  become 
Americana  1«  sticlc  at  the  polbV  nun  of  sevan- 
«en  thooBand  dollars?  The  Hotue  hodwran- 
;led  ao  long  aboat  this  matter,  that  the  very 
vagfiB  which  they  received  for  Uie  tiioe  spent 
u  Uiia  disctisBioD  would  about  have  dlacharged 
he  whole  Bora  in  dispute.  When  a  wild,  on- 
vrindpled,  mad  attempt  had  been  made  to  de- 
troj  this  noble  ooDstitntion,  were  the  Bepre- 
eatatiTeB  of  this  people  to  make  it  a  doubt 
whether  tlujse  who  saved  it  from,  perluvw,  de- 
.truction,  were  to  be  indemnified  t  Mr.  S.  de- 
Jared  Uiat  be  felt  more  uqjleasaiit  sensations 
jum  he  remembered  ever  to  have  experienced 
inoe  he  became  a  member  of  this  Hoose.    Gen- 


night  go  into  metaphjueal  dedactioDS  abont 
x'hether  the  men  who  saved  this  oonstitntion 
vere,  some  of  them,  to  be  reduoed  to  beggary 
ind  misery,  as  the  prioe  of  having  done  so.  He 
vonld  bring  up  the  qneetion  again  and  again, 
util  he  had  the  sense  of  the  House  es^o. 
tr.  B.  repeated  the  following  argamsit,  which 
te,  on  a  former  day,  had  pressed.  He  asked 
irbether  persons  who,  fhtm  the  pnre,  oonadous 
liguity  of  the  repabticon  character,  stepped  for- 
rard  to  aoppoH  the  Govemm^t,  did  not  deserve 
setter  of  it  than  excise  officers,  who  were  bonsd 
«  and  psld  for  their  senrioes  t  He  was  even  of 
Jt)inion  that  the  conduct  of  the  private  soldiers 
n  this  case  was  more  meritorioos  than  that  of 
he  officers.  He  might  be  mistaken,  bnt  his 
jjanioD  was  so.  From  this  language  it  is  not 
M  inferred  that  Ur.  8.  ondervalned  the  exe 
aona  of  the  offloors  of  the  army,  or  of  the  ei- 
aee.  He  only  meant  that  the  leee  interest  or 
jmoliniient  which  an  individoal  has  at  stake  in 
ihe  anccees  of  an  affair,  the  greater  is  his  merit 
in  performing  it  He  asked  what  better  time 
ther«  was  than  the  preeent  for  settling  the 
nmoimt  of  these  clwmsl 

llr.  Hbath  was  for  the  previous  question.  He 
thought  the  reeolntion  unseasonable  at  this  tfane. 
However  little  the  gen&eman  chose  to  think  of 
wvecteen  thousand  dollars,  they  might  grow 
into  a  precedent  for  seventeen  hundred  Uiou- 
nod  dollars. 

Kr.  BonvnroT  thongbt  that  the  seventeen 
|]K>nBBad  dollara  were  not  the  whole  of  the 
damages  that  might  be  clamed.  When  oom- 
miaBioners  were  sent  to  the  Westward,  the  de- 
Doand  might  rise  to  seventy  thousand.  Numer- 
Dos  other  reqmsitions  might  start  op.  He  wai 
for  taking  the  previous  qoestioit. 

'ill.  DaiTEB  regretted  his  necessity  to  differ 
from  a  gentleman  fUr.  BouDiNor)  for  whose 
opinions  he  was  in  ue  habit  of  eotertoining  the 
highest  respect.  He  was  against  the  previous 
qoeetdon,  because  he  disliked  obliquity.  Whether 
£e  was  against  or  for  the  first  reaoluticHi  in  the 


eport  of  the  select  committee,  he  would  ^ve 
tbe  resolution  iteelf  a  fair  meeting.  He  then 
inquired  what  better  time  there  could  be  for 
learning  the  nnmber  and  extent  of  the  losBes 
than  the  present )  He  again  ezplamed,  as  on 
Wednesday,  that  the  House  appeared  to  mistake 
the  extant  of  the  reeolutton,  which  did  not  imply 
any  complete  indemnification,  nor  even  assure 
any  rebef  at  all.  The  whole  amomited  only  to 
the  taking  of  measnreB  for  obt^ning  information. 
He  would  not  have  voted  for  it,  if  he  bad  thought 
that  it  promised  complete  indemnification.  He 
thought  that  no  fhtnre  time  oonld  be  so  proper 
-1  the  present  tot  dedding. 

Mr.  Swirr,  Mr.  KimsA,  and  Mr.  Qilsest, 
also  spoke. 

Ur.  HiLLEOcsB  went  on  the  nme  ground  with 
Mr.  Dsxraa.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
drew  up  the  resolutions.  They  never  understood 
that  the  resolution  implied  an  assnrance  of  ocm- 
p1et«  indemnity  to  the  sufibrers. 

The  previous  question  was  called  Ibr  by  five 
membws,  to  wit:  "  Shall  the  main  question,  ti) 
agree  to  the  sud  resolution,  be  now  putt  " 

And  on  the  previous  question,  "  Bhall  the  said 
mtdn  question  be  now  put!"  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  68,  nays  81,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Fiiber  Ames,  James  Annttrong,  Ji^ 
Best^,  Eliu  Boodlaot.  ^eujsalmb  Bonms,  Bepja- 
miii  Baame,  Lambert  C*dwsl«dsr,  David  Cobb,  Pslw 
Coffin,  JoiiBithui  DaytOD,  Rem;  Dearborn,  Samn^ 
Deiter,  Gabriel  Dnvall,  Williun  Findlay,  Tbranai 
f^tuimmu,  Dwi^  Foster,  Eiekid  Gilbert,  Nicholas 
Gilmui,  Hflmj  Qlenn,  Bo^amiu  Goodhue,  Jumea 
Gordon,  Andrew  Gregg,  Samnel  Griffin.  William 
Barry  GroTe,  Thomas  Hartley,  Daniel  Beiiter,  James 
Hillnoiise,  William  Hindman,  Samuel  Holtsn,  John 
Wilkes  Eittera,  Henry  Latimer,  Amass  Learned, 
Wil^am  Lyman,  Froocii  Halboa«,  William  !' 


Theodore  Sedgwick,  WUIism  Smith,  GeM||e  Tfaaseher, 
Uriah  Trat^,  Joitatfaan  TVmnball,  FhiUp  Van  Cort- 
huidt,  Peter  Tan  Qaasbesk,  Pelw  Wadswoith,  John 
Watu,  BeDJamm  Williams,  and  ^hard  Winn. 

Hats. — Theodonu  Baih^,  Thomaa  Blaant,  Tbomss 
F.  Comea,  Gabriel  Cbrinde,  Joahna  Coit,  George 
Dent,  William  B.  GHes,  Jamea  GiUeniie,  George 
Hancock,  Carter  B.  Harriton,  John  Heach,  John 
Hnnter,  Richard  Bland  Lee,  Matthew  Locke,  James 
Hsdiion,  Jowph  HcDoweil,  Aiexander  Mebane, 
Andrew  Moore,  Anthony  Nbw,  John  Nichols,  Nathan- 
iel Nilea,  Robert  RntherTtad,  John  S,  Sherbnrne, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Zephauish  Swift, 
Thomaa  TiedweU,  Abraham  Tenable,  Franeia  Walker, 
Pahie  Wingste,  and  Joseph  WmaUn. 

Mr.  GnxEBT  then  moved  a  resolution,  the  snb- 
stanoe  of  which  was  understood  to  be  to  ascer- 
tain  whether  the  losses  in  the  Western  counties 
were  incurred  in  defence  of  Qovemmest,  and 
how  far  the  sufferers  were  capable  to  carry  on 
the  lawsuits  themselvea  agatnst  the  rioters. 

Ttr.  Giles  was  against  the  amendment,  the 
reeolution  itself^  and  the  whole  mode  of  conduct- 
ing the  business.  He  bad  listened  to  many  long 
speeches,  and  been  surprised  that  no  genileman 
had  made  the  obaervation  which  he  was  noir 
going  to  submit  to  the  House, 
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[The  DoiM  lud  b^  dda  tioM  bMome  m  intoDM, 
tiMtttw  BnuB  TOM  and  mnindtd  tb*  aiMik- 
ben  of  »  rnk  tlut  then  iQMt  Im  no  prinl*  ««- 
WMtim  while  «  member  addreae*  the  Quir.] 

Mr.  G.  th«i  proceeded  to  deobre  Hut  he  dis- 
liked the  form  rsUier  than  the  mbfltuoe  of  the 
reecdatloiL  If  peoole  in  the  We«tem  oonntiw 
hid  suffered  iiniinee,  why  ihoiild  not  thej,  u 
well  SB  every  other  due  <rf  cttizeoe,  ante  to  the 
bar  of  that  Hodm  and  patitionl  An  inqaeet 
wu,  he  imegine^  intended,  which  would  nnite 
aU  the  back  oonntry  In  one  oommon  intecert 
leainatthe'nvaanrToftheUidtedStatei.  The 
mode  prc^Mwed  by  the  r^Kfft  of  the  aeleet  e<w>- 
mittec  was  the  moat  tammtUfOiMe  of  all  that 
ooold  hare  been  devised.    It  was  said  that  this 

m  otHj  an  affiur<tf  seTenteaathoiuanddollais. 


What  eviduee  have  we  that  the  draiand  wiU 
itm  there?  ^i,  there  is  nonoL  The  mode  is, 
beaidee,  totally  wrong.  Let  penona  who  have 
gnfbred  oome  here  in  the  n«nal  maanw.  It  is 
said  that  a  gentleman  has  had  his  house  homed. 
Let  him  oome  here  and  tell  ns  so.  Mr.  6.  «ai- 
tirelj  soonted  the  idea  adTsnoed  bj  Hr.  Dxztu, 
that  we  might  inquire  into  the  extent  of  the 
loaaea,  without  a  ded^  to  disdiai^  them.  If 
foo  do  not  mean  to  indemnifr,  why  inqaire  at 
all}  He  did  not  olt)eot  to  reUeying  the  anSer- 
ert,  bot,  to  ereot  a  board  of  inqneet,  under 
I^«udaitiBl  direotton,  was  what  he  never  would 
consent  to.  He  again  repeated,  that  be  did  not 
mean  to  diteent  from  the  principle,  but  from  this 
most  exceptionable  of  nil  modee  for  pattdng  it 
int«  practice.  Let  people  Isj'  memorius  of  their 
lo«eeB  before  the  House,  which  woold  then  see 
distinctly  what  it  was  doing,  and  examine  the 
eridenoe  on  which  the  claim  was  founded.  Be 
wondered  that  none  at  all  the  ^teakers  in  the 
dehat«  had  adverted  to  this  distinctjoo. 

Mr.  EaiBOCBX  differed  in  every  particular 
from  the  gentleman  who  spoke  last.  If  peti- 
tioners ooms  from  the  Westward,  tbey  are  re- 
ferred to  a  select  oommittee.  They  bring  all  the 
eTidenoe  which  they  oan  master  to  swell  their 
UU.  The  ocminiittee  have  no  oonnter-eTidenoe, 
as  we  in  this  Honse  afanoet  never  hear  more 
Aan  one  of  the  partiee.  It  is  mach  better  to 
Bend  perscms  to  the  qK>t  who  can  examine  the 
subject  on  botti  sides,  which  we  cannot  posrably 
do,  and  who  will  be  responsible  to  this  House 
for  their  condact.  The  whole  argomenta  and 
idea*  of  Ur.  H.  were  iu  direct  oontradioljon  to 
overj  thing  advanced  bj  Kr.  Gu^n.  He  (Ur. 
H.)  was  satiafled  that  beEare  we  nndertook  to 
iptj  the  losaos  rf  the  Weetera  people,  it  was  bet- 
ter,  in  the  first  i^aoe,  to  know  the  extent  of 
tb^  The  reacdntiou  amoonted  to  nothing 
more  than  the  asoertaining  of  this  loea,  and  Mr. 
H.  oonld  see  maav  good  reasons  &s  deferring 
the  payment  of  a  bill  nntil  he  knew  the  SO) 
which  it  aatonnted.  He  oonld  also  see  res 
why  the  mode  recommended  in  the  reaolnticHi 
was  maoh  preferable  to  that  of  bringing  people 
so  br  to  the  Honse.  Oonuniasionen  going  tc 
the  spot  conld  make  themselvee  perfectly  mas- 
ten  of  the  sabject;  whereas,  if  the  parties  oome 


oflfc. 


the 

too  kMsriy  w<wded,  A  gentleman  who  hadbMB 
(m  the  expedition,  and  who  had  beard  or  essl 
the  report,  observed  to  him  (Hr.  B.)  thtf  ka 
hims^  came  withia  tibe  reat^tioai,  aa  be  lal 
niAred  eonsidecably  in  his  bBsineaa  by  fcta  ih- 

Hr.  HniHOim  ezpluned,  that  iha  reaoteka 
extended  only  to  aetaal  destrnctioB.  The  mb- 
i^tte*  never  meant  to  oompeoMto  pei^  fa 
the  iosa  whidi  they  had  aafifrad  bj  Mng  t»- 
Uied.  He  was  ready,  if  the  Home  HkadttM- 
Ua,  to  inaert  In  the  firat  resdotka  the  was* 
"pn^ertv  aotoally  destroyed."  TUa  wedt 
IH>ev«nt  tne  mismrekension  of  Ute  g 
mentiMied  by  ICr.  I 

The  Hooae  divided  on  the  ai 
GnjoiR— ayes  89,  noes  SS. 

Hr.  HiLLHoma  then  moved  to  sbrike  oai  As 
word  "  in  "  from  the  first  reatdntian,  ^  pB 
into  its  place,  "  by  the  aetnal  deatraetioe  (/' 
their  proper^. 

Hr.  Hinieoir  wprebeDded  that  this  soaat 
ment  kA  the  rasolution  as  bad  as  it  waa  befa^ 
if  not  wone.  A  person  in  the  Weatcan  eo^Oin 
had  his  horse  stown  by  the  insaiKcaitB.  But  dm 
did  not  imdiy  ^e  aetnal  destnwtini  or  aomU- 
latiim  (rf  ttke  hoiae.  The  ameodnient  met 
either  too  mnch  or  too  littk.  Itcertidnlyeadi 
be  no  improvemwit  on  the  reaolstxHi. 

After  some  fortLer  ^saoadon,  Qtc  aaoBdiaart 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  main  qneation  being  pot,  O^  &• 
Hoose  do  agree  to  the  said  reeolntian,  ^^•••wJfi 
to  read  as  follows : 

"AanJMcl,That  AePiMi^ntf^tlM  UAed  S^ 
ba  vsqimted  to  caoN  u  asentuDmoBt  to  be  ns^ 

of  A*  ["fff  tn^Intil  by  thn  nflinnn  nf  fli ei^, 

■Ddoasrdtiiaiu,b7tlie  actual  dettroefiao  of  (^ 
propu^  (in  ooDSMiiMDae  of  tbaii  eiartiiw  in  iiniyt 
ot  ib»  uwi)  by  inenraenti  In  the  Westem  oaa^jta 
at  Peimr^miU ;  too^ier  with  a  iqmit  of  the  pM- 
ticoUr  condition  of  Uie  ivqiectiTa  Hifihien,  in  rele- 
tioD  to  their  aliili^  to  proncnte  their  nveral  eUia^ 
and  recover,  at  Uw,' ntti&oliaD  from  &a  iusunf^ 


It  was  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

The  second  resolution  on  the  solneot  of  m- 
demnification  was  then  taken  np  in  the  Hoobk 

Mr.  BouDiBoT  moved  the  foUowing  amaid»' 
tory  addition  f 

"  To  aid  Rich  of  the  wathnrt  ai,  In  Ua  (Ae  Vmi 

J— ■■■,  ^!.-    ..-J. J-f. Jl-.-    --_- 

to  ba  accounted  for  by  ibea  in  ach  mamm  u  M^ 
hereafter  be  directed  by  law." 

The  amendment  was  earned,  forty-fenr  gea- 
tlemen  rising. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  is  as  follows ; 

"  Smeimi,  That  the  Pratident  be  avtbaind  to 
draw  ant  of  Am  Treannj  of  tlw  United  States  tl* 

•nmof doIlarB,tobeif)|diadbyhiintoaideoeh<f 

tha  wid  Riilhieri  aa,  In  hii  opjum,  etand  in  need  cf 
inunediatfl  aeeietance,  to  be  aBcanneed  fig  by  tb^  » 
„,. 1.  ._»._..  ,.    _.   .^j,,,^_. 
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Ordmi,  Tbtt  a  biD  or  UD«  be  tmn^t  in 
pnnaaiit  to  the  Hid  reeolatims ;  and  tluit  Ur. 
foiXHOCSB,  Ur.  FiKDLAT,  Mr.  Ltmah,  Ur. 
TAxn,  and  Ur.  ViLLUJC  Smith,  do  prepare  and 
briiycm  theaame. 

FmDAT,  December  96. 

Two  other  memben^  to  wit :  Jwmntw  Wadb- 
ircnn,  from  Ommeotioiit ;  and  Sunixt  Smuh, 
from  Uarjland,  appeared,  and  took  thdr  aeata 
fn  the  House. 

SatvralMation  £iti. 

The  Honse  aoain  reeolved  itaelf  into  a  Oom- 
ndtteeof  thewlM>leHoiiae,oathe  bill  to  amend 
the  tut,  ottitled  "Anactto  eetabliih  aonifbrm 
mle  of  natnralizalion." 

Ur.  GiLK  pK^oaed  to  amend  the  intended 
test  rf  a  citiMii,bj  adding^  after  "  two  witDesees 
ginng  eridenoe  aa  to  his  moral  diaraoter,"  these 
'words:  ''attaohedtoaR^nI)lioaiiformof  GoT- 
enunent"  He  tbongdtit  thb  test  {uroper,  to 
TOevent  those  poiscmoiiB  oramaimioaQtMie  from 
Enrope,   of  whioh  genUeaMD  were  so  much 

Ur.  Dkxtkb  inefbned  sayiDg,  "attaohed  to 
tU  Coutitntioik  of  the  United  Btktee." 

To  thia  smendmeni  Ur.  Gilbs  ^*^  little  or  no 
oUeotJon. 

Ur.  BoostaoT  did  not  see  the  nse  of  either 


In  whiehttwase^prtaatd.  The  word  BepuUit 


imriieds 
to  limit  1 


i  UJm,  was  saffloi«it  for  expreseing  bis 
fldelity  to  the  Ooremment  of  this  ooiuitTjr. 

Ur.  HiOBoLU  oonndered  both  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  danse  to  which  it  was  annexed, 
as  QiineceKarj ;  and  even  if  in  themselTee  pro- 
per, thef  wece  misplaced.  He  thonght  both 
eqoiUl;  snperflnotn.  Thej-  ahonld  have  been 
inserted  in  Oa  oath  of  alle^anoe  of  the  man 

himiiftlf, 

Ur.  Di,TTox  hoped  that  the  whole  olaose 
would  be  rqeoted.  He  shoold  be  agfaast  it 
unless  the  nature  of  the  eridenoe  was  referred 
to  a  Court  of  Jnstioe.  He  foresaw  man;  diffi- 
ooltiee  arising  to  poor  men  in  attempting  to  get 
two  sDdh  witnetees.  It  might  snit  extremr'~ 
well  with  merchants  and  men  of  large  capil  , 
who  had,  be  sappoaed,  been  alluded  to  the  other 
d»j,  nndn  the  Idtte  of  meritorioDS  emigrant*. 
He  was  not  so  anziona  for  them  as  for  nseftal 
laboring  people^  who,  as  he  thoogbt,  would  be 
more  likely  to  do  good.  This  daas,  howerer, 
bad  never,  it  was  Ukely,  tronbted  lAeir  beads 
■bont  finms  of  Government  He  fiirtber  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  the  word  Bepabllcan  was  entirely ' 
•qoivoou.  This  title  was  assumed  bj  many 
Govenunents  in  Enrt^te,  whioh  were  upon  prin- 
oiides  entirely  different  bam  oon.  Borne  of 
tbem,  anoh  as  Poland,  had  been  Ari^ucraoies  of 
the  niost  hideous  finrm. 

Ur.  Dkxtbk  biq»ed  thattbe  amendment  of  Ur. 
GiLia  would  not  "■    "        •    • 

iiotioed,coaarate( 

fin  the  saka  of  the  [oinciple, 


BBcb,  that  nobody  oould  t^  where 


ujurait  uopeo  mat  uie  ameuumeui  ui  jbt. 
would  not  MWB,  [Ur.  Giixs  had,  as  before 
l,co<uratedtowitl»dniwit;1  not  ho  much 
i  saka  of  the  [oinciple,  as  <a  the  language 


Uanv  eall  themsdvee  K^hlioans,  who,  by  tbla 
word,  mean  pulling  down  everf  establislunent : 
tboy  were  mere  Anarchists. 

Ur.  HiiXHOTTB  was  equally  against  the  clause 
and  amendment.  Ur.  Dsznn  and  Ur.  Oilsb 
previously  declared  themselves  extremely 
doubtfU  whether  they  should  even  vote  for  tbe 
danae,  wben  amended  in  their  own  way. 

Ur.  6iue  Mt  himself  extremely  surprised  to 
bear  it  averted  on  the  fioor  of  Oongrasa,  tJiat 
the  words  "Rqiublioan  form  of  Oovenunent" 
meant  an;  thing  ornothing.  Hereadapassa^ 
from  the  e(»slituti<Hi,  wbeteby  a  BepnbUcan 
form  of  Govemmont  Is  goaiaatMd  to  eaoh  <rf  the 
United  States  Mnnporinc  the  Union.  Ha  abould, 
tbwefore,  have  imagtnea  that  tbe  words  were 
wcH  understood  bom  one  end  of  the  Oontjnest 
to  the  other.  He  did  not  expeotaneh  oltioinn. 
Be  was  not  snre  If  be  diould  vole  for  the  dense 
ataE;  but  if  he  did  so,  be  Rbonld  wiah  thebeat 
to  be  made  of  it  Ee  then  altered  bis  amend- 
ment to  theee  words :  "  attached  to  ibe  priad- 
plca  of  the  Qovemment  of  tbe  United  States." 

Ur.  Di.TTOir.— With  all  the  ambition  of  that 
gentleman  (Ur.  Qiun)  to  be  oaUed  a  Democrat, 
both  he  and  Hr.  D.  would  more  properly  t>e 
colled  Republicans.  Ee  again  vindicated  bis 
assertion  as  to  the  equivocal  meaning  of  the 
word.  A  Venetian  or  Genoeee  might  coma  to 
this  country,  and  take  the  oath  as  proposed,  and 
then  excuse  nimself  by  saying,  "  it  was  the  Re- 
publican form  of  my  own  country  wbidi  I  had 
m  view."  One  of  tbe  beat  writers  on  the  British 
OonstitDldon  had  called  that  also  a  Republic. 

Ur.  UasraoH  was  of  opinion  that  the  word 
was  well  enough  nndentood  to  rignify  a  free 
RepresentatiTe  Qovemment,  deriving  its  autbo- 
rily  from  tbe  pemle,  and  oalentated  for  tbdr 
benefit ;  and  thus  for  tbe  amendmeot  of  his  od- 
leagne  was  snffidently  proper.  Ur.  U.  doubted 
whether  be  himself  abouM,  however,  vote  for 
tbe  clause,  thus  amended.  It  would,  pei^apa, 
be  very  ^fflcult  for  many  dtizens  to  find  two 
reputable  witaeescs,  who  could  swear  to  ^e 
pnrity  of  tbdr  prlncdiiies  for  three  years  back. 
Uany  useful  ana  virtuous  members  of  the  oont- 
nramty  may  be  thrown  into  tbe  greatest  difB- 
eulties,  by  snch  a  {rocednre.  In  three  yean 
time,  a  perscm  may  have  shifted  hia  reddenoe 
from  one  end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other. 
Eow  then  was  he  to  find  evidence  of  bis  be- 
havior during  snch  a  length  of  time!  But  be 
objfeoted  to  both   amendments  on  a  difibrent 

Cond.  It  was  hard  to  make  a  man  aweartbat 
preferred  tbe  0<a»tjtntion  of  tbe  United 
States,  or  to  give  any  genwal  opinion,  because 
he  may,  in  bis  own  private  Judgment,  think 
Uonarehy  or  Aristocracy  better,  and  yet  be  hcm- 
eetly  detwmined  to  support  this  Government  aa 
he  finds  it 

Ur.  HiLLHODu  then  prcH>osed  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert,  that  "evidenoe  dionld  be  ptf^ 
dooed  to  the  aatia&ction  of  tbe  Ooart" 
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_        ibWH  that  hkT* 

iappeaei  in  Um  prtaent  fimn  of  kdnittitig  dti- 
IM*.  He  did  notoompnkrad  the  argamaDt  of 
Ur.  DATnnr,  that  it  would  be  more  eaq-  tor  a 
ri^  than  for  a  poor  man  to  get  eridoHwa  to 
swear  to  his  having  reoded  in  the  coontr;.  If 
he  had  not,  the  foot  was  of  a  notorious  nature. 
It  would  likewise  be  ea  eaaj  for  a  poor  man,  aa 
for  a  rich  one,  to  get  an  attestation  of  tiia  char- 
aotw.  Thep(rfiitofrendenoe  was,  in  itself  bnt 
little.  A  man  may  bare  iwided  here  for  a  long 
time,  and  defranded  the  eitiEena,  whicb  wonld 


Several  other  gentlemen  sptAt.  The  reatdaticm 
finally  pasMd. 


declared  that  be  wuqoHeindiSerait  if  notfiftr 
•migrants  came  into  this  Oondnent  in  a  year's 
tune.  It  would  be  u^ost  to  hinder  them,  bnt 
impolitio  to  eooontage  them.  He  was  afraid 
that,  coming  fh>m  a  quarter  of  the  world  sn  fall 
of  dia(n:der  and  cormption,  tbej  mi^t  oontami- 
nate  the  pari^  and  limplkltj  of  the  Ameriean 
<tiaraot*r. 

The  oomonttee  now  nae,  and  had  Ihtb  to 
rit  again, 

MoNDAT,  December  S9. 
Jiatrntiliiaiion  Biti. 

The  Honse  i««in  reaolred  itself  Into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  aot  entitled,  "An  aet  to  eetaUiah  a  nni- 
form  rale  of  natoralizati(»L" 

The  motion  before  the  committee,  made  hj 
Mr.  Vkublk,  when  they  brake  off  the  last  die- 
onasion,  Ifsd  beeo  to  rtnke  the  wtsd  "  moral " 
oot  of  this  amendment :  "  good  moral  obarao- 
ter."  These  three  worda,  altogether,  were  an 
additi<»  of  what  waa  to  be  attested  by  the 
witnesMB  for  a  oaodidate  to  admisdmi  as  a  oHt- 

Hr.  Dkxtu  opened  the  debate  m  the  amend- 
meat  of  Tb.  Ykbaxlx  to  the  amendment  by 
•aying,  thxt  he  wiafaed  to  hear  the  reaK»s  fw 
it 

Kr.  NiOBOLAB  add,  Out  he  did  not  make  the 
motion,  but  hta  ctdlugiie,  who  had  made  it, 
thooght  that  tlteinaartitm  of  the  word  "mc«al" 
gaT«  too  strict  an  air  to  the  seatenee.  This 
word  might  be  hweafterimpSed  to  meansome- 
tliing  relatlTe  to  religioos  minioiia. 

Ur.  Sanswioz  remarked,  Uiat  if  no  better 
reason  than  that  advaooed  by  Mr.  NiosoLAa 
eonUbegivenforetrikingont  the  word  "moral,'' 


erer  to  reticent,  or  whether  a  man  beUevea 
any  thing  or  nothi^  It  has  no  reference  to  re- 
Upom  opjninu.  We  can  every  where  tell,  by 
file  ooromon  Toiee  of  the  world,  whether  a  man 
is  moral  or  not  in  his  life,  without  difficnlty. 
In  some  States  of  the  Union,  adnltery  is  not 
pnniahable  by  law,  yet  it  is  every  where  eaid 
to  be  an  immor^  action.   It  is  too  nioe  to  make 


a  diednotion  between  MOod  efuuweter  and  a 
good  moral  eharaoter.  The  word  good  Kadrk 
very  eqnivooal  tn  Its  meaoiiig.  It  ri^tilBia 
any  tlimg,  evvy  thing,  or  nothi^.  A  good 
companion  is  one  thing;  a  good  bhb,  mt^ybii 
to  wealth,  oonTeys  a  di^^ot  senae;  nad  ao 

Hr,  B,  Bouiaa  eouidered  iba  aiaiiniiwl  it- 
self sod  the  motion  of  Mr.  Yikakji  to  aii&a 
ont  the  word  "  moral,"  as  eqoally  naalet. 

Hr.  UcBKa.T  hoped  that  the  wotd  would  bM 
be  Btmck  ont.   Tliiswonld  be  the  fireateet  riaa- 
der  ever  cast  apcm  the  American  e 
wonld  «xate  the  surprise  of  ftmig] 

Mr.  Yk^tablk  had  thoo^t  the  wordiag  ot  Ob 
phrase  too  strict;  bnt  rather  Aan  hnva  aay 
Wther  dispute,  he  withdrew  Us  vtotioB  ftr 
striking  ont  tha  wwd  "  moraL" 

Tbe  clanse  was  then  read  aa  amended. 

Ill,  OiLBBT  tbonght  diat  the  term  of  r»- 
denoe,  before  admitting  alioia,  on^t  to  be  wy 
maoh  longer  dian  menlicmed  in  the  MIL  TI» 
Ohajrman  informed  him  that  the  term  fai  tta 
bill  waa  left  bkck. 

Ur.  Skdowidx  agreed  to  the  idea  <tf  Vi.  Qnr 
BKBT,  He  wished  that  ametfaod  ocndd  befomd 
of  permitting  aJIenB  topoesws  and  traosniit  pre- 
perty,  widioat,  at  Qte  same  time,  riving  tbeina 
right  to  vote.  He  did  not  know  if  tbe  eonoti- 
tation  anlhorized  eneh  a  thing. 

After  some  forther  coDvenation,  the  dansa 
passed.  The  thiid  r«eoliition  in  the  report  waa 
then  read ;  which  was,  that  if  an  Ameriv) 
citiien  ohoee  to  eipalriate  himself  he  ahoold 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  into  the  liet  of  catEacns 
again  withoat  a  special  act  of  <7<»gresa,  and  of 
the  State  from  which  he  had  gone. 

Ur.  ICuasoB  did  not  think  that  Chmgrees,  by 
the  oonstitnldon,  had  any  anttioritj  to  icodug 
American  dtizens  at  all.  It  was  only  granted 
to  tbem  to  admit  aBena. 

Ur.  tenowiOK  was  very  wflling,  for  Uamrt, 
(hat  ciliBens  who  had  once  eipatriated  tnen- 
selvea  shonld  never  be  readmitted  agnn. 

like  oomndttee,  <hi  two  sDacemive  motiooa  to 
that  eflbct,  from  Ur.  Uadbon  and  Mr.  QuMe, 
rose.  Tbe  Ohrirman  reported  progrwg^  and 
aeked  leave  to  sit  agidn,  whioh  was  granted. 

WKONassA.!,  Beoember  81. 
LKmiL  Baxnov,  tnxa  Sooth  Caroling  ^ 
peared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Eooae. 

TatTX8i>&T,  January  1,  ITMS. 
JToAiraUntiM  BiU. 
The  HooBe  proceeded  to  oonsider  the  anotd- 
ments  reported  yesterday  from  the  Owmmttea 
of  the  whole  HoQse,  to  the  bfU  to  amend  tfae 
aot  Mtitled,   "An  aot  to  e  •  "^  ' 
rule  of  nataraUzation." 


nmittee,  and  agreed  to  the  i 
Ur.  Qitaa  then  rose  to  make  his 
aotlon  as  to  the  endnaion  of  ai^  ~ 
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pant  tttxa  dtuensbip  who  bad  borne  a  title  of 
ftobiUt;  in  Earope  till  he  had  fonuallj  re- 
MMtBoed  it.  He  proceeded  to  obverre  that, 
igreeabl/  to  the  ipirit  of  the  oonatitntion,  we 
kD^t  to  have  the  etrongeet  poadlde  evidence 
iat  people  of  this  deaari|>tion  have  renoonoed 
dl  pretanoe  to  a  right  of  this  natore,  before  we 
idmit  them  into  the  bosom  of  Booiety.  Modera- 
ion  had  been  reoommeoded.  He  requested 
^ntlemen  to  obeeire  that  he  oondaoted  bis  mo- 
ion  on  the  Btrioteet  prindplee  of  moderation. 
i«  had,  in  a  fonner  part  of  this  bill,  vot«d  for 
ome  daoses  wbloh  were  intMided  to  gaard  the 
S^ovenmient  igainst  any  disturbance  from  the 
MOfde  flailed  Jaoohina,  when  tiuAr  principles 
iioold  nm  to  a  daagtmoB  and  wditioiu  ex- 
reme.  The  tame  q^t  of  c«ndor  and  hiodera- 
ita  which  had  induced  him  to  vote  for  a  pre- 
Motum  agalort  (he  attempts  cf  the  one  party, 
low  led  Um  to  propose  a  preoantion  against  the 
jF^judices  of  the  aristocrata,  which  were,  upon 
lie  vhole,  more  bcetite  to  the  spirit  of  the 
^jcaerieau  ooaatitati<m  than  thoee  of  thdr  an- 
Agooists.  He  afeo  requested  gentlemen  to 
>baerTe  that  hie  present  motion  went  not  to  the 
uTaaion  of  aaj  poeitiTe  right.  It  left  ihe  indi- 
ndoal  exactlj'  where  it  foond  Mm,  nnlese  he 
Mpired  to  be  an  American  dtizen.  Otherwise, 
le  might  retain  his  titles  nndistorbed  as  long  as 
ae  pleased.  But  if  he  waoted  anjproinotion  of 
t  tnvil  nature  in  this  oountry,  he  must  rise  to  it 
jy  ooDfonning  exaotlj  to  uie  roles  Itud  down 
>T  the  oouatitntion  itee1£,  That  code  had  de- 
Jiared  no  titled  oharaoter  adnuHible  to  any 
nvil  rank.  It  was  not  to  be  sopposMl  that 
pec^le  bom  and  nartored  in  the  lap  of  aristoo- 
rsp7  would  heartily  renonnoe  their  titles  and 
become  all  at  once  sinoere  Repablicane.  It  was, 
thercfbre,  hi^y  in9r<^r  that  such  people 
ibonld  be  admitted.  If  we  are  allowed  to  an- 
tio^wte  probabilities,  it  seems  highly  probable 
ibal  we  shall  sopa  have  a  great  number  of  this 
kind  of  penoDs  here.  A  rerolatitHi  Is  nov  go- 
ing onward,  to  wlneh  there  ia  nothing  similar  in 
hkitory.  A  large  pwtion  of  Enrope  haa  already 
daalared  agatiM  titles,  and  where  the  innov*- 


by  whicih  a  fbreigner  can  be  hindered  from  vot- 
ing at  elections,  or  even  friHu  coming  into  this 
Hooaa;  andif  a  great  nomber  of  these  fugitive 
BobOity  oome  over,  they  may  soon  acquire  coo-. 
Adorable  ii*flTu^w>,  Tho  tone  of  thinlnng  may 
iOMiHibl;  ehauge  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
and  no  peraon  earn  say  how  &r  auoh  a  matter 
m^  spread.  After  these,  and  other  prefirtorj 
remaru,  Hr.  O.  read  a  reaolntion,  wnioh  was 
In  eSeot  as  follows : 

"  Aad  Ml  tmta  any  sHsn  ajijdylna  Ihr  admiHia 
of  the  UnttedStalH,  A&  hare  tx«iis 
In  of  aobility  in  any  Kingdom  or  State 
OS  he  may  oome,  he  mnat  ranoauoe  all 

, his  Ittia  before  the  ceait  in  which  niah 

^ililioUioa  shall  be  made ;    and  thia  renuBoi 
unit  be  ra^starad  is  ths  «ud  oonrt.' 

Ur.  Q.  obwrved,  ^lat  previona  to  tha  late 


rercdndon,  the  Freneh  nobility  were,  by  tlie 
lowest  oalonlatiDii,  rated  at  twenty  thoosaod ; 
and  H  we  may  oonolode  on  France  b^ng  svo- 
oesflfbl,  a  great  proporti<Hi  of  theae  people  may 
be  finally  expected  nere. 

Mt.  DaxtBS  deidared  that  he  was  not  very 
auiioos  agdcst  the  resolntjon.  He,  however, 
opposed  iL  He  imagined  that,  by  the  same 
mode  of  reasoning,  ve  might  hinder  his  Holi- 
ness the  Pope  from  coming  into  this  conntry. 
He  entered  at  some  Iraigth  into  the  ridinnle  of 
oertain  tenets  in  the  Boman  Catholic  religion, 
aad  said  that  prieet«raft  had  done  more  mis- 
chief than  aristocracy. 

Ur.  UuMsoH  said  that  the  qnestioa  was  not 
perh^w  BO  important  as  some  gentlemen  sup- 
posed ;  nor  of  so  little  conaeqnence  as  othcos 
to  ^ink  it.     It  is  very  probable  that  the 


of  titled  Dharact^rs  may,  by  anoh  an  event  be 
thrown  oat  of  that  part  of  the  worli  What 
M  more  reasonable  than  that  when  orowda 
lem  come  here,  they  should  be  fbroed  to 
renonnce  every  thing  ooutrary  to  the  nnrit  of 
the  eonstitntion.  He  did  not  ai^irove  ue  ridi- 
cule attempted  to  be  thrown  out  on  the  Roman 
Oatholice.  In  their  reli^n  there  was  nothing 
inconsistent  with  the  purest  republioauism.  In 
"  itzerland,  al>oot  one-belf  of  the  Cantons 
re  of  the  Boman  Catholic  persuacdoa.  Some 
of  the  moat  democratical  Cantons  were  so; 
Oantona  where  every  man  gave  his  vote  for 
representative.  Americans  had  no  right 
ridianle  Catholics.  They  had,  many  of 
them,  proved  good  citizens  daring  the  lievolo- 
Idon.  As  to  hereditary  tiUee,  they  were  pro- 
scribed by  the  oonstitntion.  He  would  not 
wish  to  have  a  ddien  who  refdsed  moh  aa 
oath. 

Ur.PAoxwaa  for  the  motion  of  Ua  ocdleagaa. 
It  did  JuA  become  that  House  to  be  afraid  of  in- 
trodndng  democratical  prindplee.  Titles  on^ 
gave  a  particolar  olaas  (rf  men  a  right  to  be  in- 
ileot,  and  another  daas  a  pretence  to  be  me«n 
id  oringiitf.  The  principle  will  ccMne  in  by 
dwreee,  andprodooe  miaohievous  effects  here  aa 
well  aa  dsewhere.  If  snob  men  do  oome  here, 
nothing  can  be  more  grateful  to  a  Bepnblican 
than  to  see  them  renounce  their  titles.  ThIa 
dow  not  amoont  to  any  demand  of  inaVing 
them  renonnce  th«r  prinoiplee.  If  they  do  not 
aspire  to  be  oitiEens,  they  may  asanme  as  many 
titles  as  they  thuik  fit  Equality  is  the  bsos  it 
good  order  and  si>dety,  whereas  titles  torn  every 
thing  wrong.  l£r.  P.  «aid  that  a  scavenger  was 
aa  iiiiiifwiiij  to  the  health  of  a  oity  as  any  one 
ofitsBaantratee.  It  was  proper,  therefore,  not 
to  lose  ^^t  of  equity,  and  to  prevent,  as  &r 
as  poadbH  any  opportnnitiea  of  oeing  insolent. 
He  did  not  want  to  aee  a  doke  oome  here  and 
contest  an  elaotion  for  Otrngteaa  with  a  dtisen. 
Mr.BKnawioxwasreallyat  alosa  to  see  what 
end  this  motion  could  answer.  He  agreed  with 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Qiub.  Bat  the  Mnnt  in 
view  waa  explioitly  ^ovided  for  alreaoy.    By 
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broken  bj  hU  oMli  b^Dg  taktft 
enunent.  Tbii  altjimtion  haa  dertrojed  til 
oonaeodon  wltk  the  old  OoTcmnwot.  Wh; 
then  provide  for  it  a  Moond  timal 

Hr.  OiLM  Mid,  Uiat  bj  ftdntittin^  a  thing  to 
bare  been  onc«  dona,  it  waa  admitted  that  it 
mif  ht  be  done  again.  If  it  had  been  rigfat  to  do 
h  onee,  there  oonld  ba  no  hann  in  r^eating  iL 
Tha  member  then  quoted  Ifo.  DBxmt,  irho  roae 
and  daelared  that  the  gantleman  had  mimiDder- 
■toodhim.  UeqKftefor  acoM  time,  and  iriten 
be  sat  down — 

Hr.  Gujti  declared  bimaelf  incapable  of  oom- 
prehendlag  whether  Mr.  Dkxtxb  wsi  for  bia 
motion  or  againit  it  He  therefore  prooeaded 
to  rep^  to  Mr.  Ssdoviok,  whose  chief  arga- 
ment  had  been  that  the  thing  waa  provided  for 
already.  He  did  not  mppoee  that  this  gentle- 
man wonld  aUege  tiie  matt«r  U>  be  eipltoitly 
pruvided  for.  It  onlj  cosld  be  ao  by  impUca- 
tton ;  which  waa  a  very  bad  way  c^  maUng  a 
law,  beoanae  it  g^ve  room  for  endlen  diapates. 
If  the  thing  is  in  itself  right,  why  reftwe  to  rote 
directly  for  it  t  Why  leave  it  only  to  be  im- 
plied I  He  wished  to  let  foreigner!  know  ex- 
prewly  the  gronnd  opon  which  they  stood. 
Why  not  tell  them  at  oooe,  and  in  pl«n  En^isb, 
TOO  mnot  rwonuoe  yonr  titles  before  yon  ean 
bare  the  prifilegee  of  an  Amerioan  oitisen? 
Ur.  O.  preeeed  home  Uii*  idea  more  than  onoe. 
Ha  meant  no  act  of  inhoapitality  to  these  emi- 
grants. He  would  deprive  them  of  no  right, 
nor  do  any  thing  nnkwd  to  them.  Bnthe  waa 
entitled,  by  the  spirit  of  the  conatitntion,  to 
withhold  this  rif^ht  from  them  till  they  re- 
noonoed  ell  hereditary  titlee.  This  was  no  in- 
cdTility.  He  conclnded  by  declaring  that  he 
wodI^  if  supported,  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  qneatioQ.  A  snmber  of  members  roae 
to  support  this  proposaL 

Mr.  NioBoi.4a  bad  no  otjeclion  to  the  mo- 
tion, bat  that  it  did  not  go  ftr  enongb.  The 
endgranta  ought  to  be  obliged  to  swear  not  only 
that  they  abjured  all  tides  nithoio  reoeivad,  bnt 
that  they  wonld  never  aooept  of  any  in  ftitnre. 
He  believed  that  this  would  hurt  thur  feehngs, 
and,  sympatliiiing  with  them,  be  wonld  not 
nige  a  proposal  that  mi^t  add  to  their  distress, 
hot  should  vote  for  the  motion  as  it  stood. 

Ifr.  SootT  was  sorry  that  so  maoh  time  had 
been  spent  on  the  motion.  We  are  not  by  the 
oonstitotion  atithorited  to  make  titlea;  and  he 
apprehended  that  if  it  was  aniawfnl  to  mann- 
&CtQre  a  oommodity  at  home,  it  waa  nnlsMrfnl 
to  Import  it  fhun  abroad.  On  this  aooonnt  be 
waa  for  the  nsointion.  If  once  we  allow  the 
thing  to  be  manufitctured  at  all,  he  had  no 
donbt  but  titles  wonld  be  as  prevalent  here  as 
in  Britain.  He  should  think  it  very  odd  to  see 
a  man  sitting  opposiM  to  him  in  that  Uoose, 
with  a  stjir  and  garter  on  his  breast    The  eml- 

mt  was  as  welcome  to  wear  them  as  to  wear 
ia  hat    Only  let  him  wear  them  ont  <^  doora. . 


hiahat 


Mr.  TnaoT  thonafat  that  mon  tfaM  bsd  Wa 
spent  npoa  the  en^eot  Hun  it  was  mxtit.  Ha 
mentioned  the  pcoeeedinga  of  tlw  FtcndiOn- 
ventlon,  wha  aome time  beftire  ih^  cat  offda 
headoftheDnkaofOrieana,dftb«ttod  fbor^ 
upon  what  name  they  AovM  giv«  Un,  and  it 
last  called  him  BfoUU.  He  feared  Out  edb^ 
for  the  yeaa  and  naya  thn  early  woidd  lo^  Bka 
party,  as  if  intended  to  east  an  odiom  as  gm- 
tlemea  who  ahonld  vote  ^unat  ttm  ntoHam. 

Mr.  DoTXB  woold  vote  for  the  rewJnliwi,  if 
the  gentleman  would  agree  to  an  <i»»»»nWi— t- 
whion  was,  that  he  renounced  «U  poaacBBOB  (f 

Kr.  Thatohkb  moved  «a  a  aeoMMl  amendmii^ 
"and  that  he  never  will  poesesa  tlMm." 

The  words  of  l£r.  Dbxtbb's  ameodmesit  wtn 
nearly  these:  "  And  also,  In  case  any  such  Aa 
shall  hold  any  persm  In  davery,  be  ahall  n- 
nonnoe  it,  and  dedare  that  be  bcAoB  afl.  men  fret 
and  eqnal." 

Hr.  GiLM  said,  that  he  Aonld  begin  to  OaA 
his  motion  of  very  peonliar  importsBoe,  it  mA 
extraordinary  reaoorcee  were  adopted  to  djaip- 
point  it  He  waa  eoTtyto  see  daTery  m^  ■ 
jestofin  that  House.  He  nnderrtood  tbia  to  bs 
intended  as  a  hint  against  memberB  ftma  liha 
Southern  8tat««.  It  had  no  prc^tw  oaniteetim 
with  the  aut^eot  before  tiie  Hooae.  He  had 
therefore  no  scruple  in  voting  against  it.  ft  wa 
oaknlMed  to  injure  the  property  of  gentiaww. 
As  to  slavery,  he  lamented  and  drtaated  it; 
but,  flrom  the  existing  state  of  (be  country,  it 
was  impoanble  at  present  to  help  it  He  fana- 
self  owned  slaves.  He  rosretted  that  be  did  ut, 
and  if  any  member  could  point  oat  a  way  ■ 
which  he  could  be  properly  freed  from  that  st- 
nation,  be  should  r^oioe  m  it  Tbo  thing  ma 
redndng  ae  &st  as  oould  prodently  be  done.  Ha 
bebeved  that  slavery  was  infinitely  moredctn*. 
eated  in  oonntries  where  it  actually  existed,  md 
coneeqaently  where  ita  evils  wwe  known,  thaa 
in  other  countries  where  it  waa  only  an  oldest 
of  conversation.  Gentlemen  bad  objected  to 
calling  for  the  yeaa  and  nays.  Hkve  not  tha 
rabUo  a  right  to  know  the  stoitiiDeata  ti  On 
Hoose  on  every  qneslioat  Waa  it  any  annaml 
tbing  to  call  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  I  Or  wis 
there  any  use  for  it  but  that  the  eentimenta  tf 
every  member  might  be  Imoira  t 

Hr.  UiDiBON  mentioned  regnlatioTu  adf^itel 
in  Yirginia  for  gradnally  redodng  the  nnmber 
of  slavea.  None  were  oQowed  to  be  Impoitod 
into  the  State.  The  operation  of  redncinff  the 
number  of  slaves  waa  going  on  as  quid^  ai 
possible.  The  mention  of  soeb  a  thing  in  As 
House  had  in  the  mean  time  a  very  bad  effiet 
on  that  speciee  of  property,  otherwisA  he  did 
not  know  hot  what  be  sbooM  have  voted  6r 
the  amendment  of  Hr.  Dsxm.  It  hod  a  daa- 
geroua  tendency  on  the  minds  of  tbeee  unibrta- 
nate  people. 

Hr.  KicBOLiB  8^  that  Hr.  Dcxm  iai 
more  than  on  one  oeoanon  hinted  bla  opnks 
that  poesessors  ot  riaves  were  nnflt  to  bold  soy 
Legislative  troat  tn  ■  BqmtAeu  QvnnmKA. 
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_  _       t  Mlidtoiu  that  b«fbra  Mr.  D.  ipoks  m  • 

snllJMt,  he  would  msks  hinaalf  in  lome  degree 

insmtedwmi  it.    He  on^t  to  uqirire  mbm 

. ormfttion  aa  to  the  elata  of  the  eoantrj,  oth- 

«rwiae  hie  opinion  wonU  &11  into  contempt 
with  thoee  who  knew  it  Kr.  N.  a»iA,  that 
■cmtlemea  who  poMCMed  a  tluHuiad  iUtm  iu 
Virginia  had  no  more  inAnenoe  «d  tltdr  nrif^- 
bor  who  had  not  oae  than  that  ndghbor  liad 
on  them. 

l£r.  DxnzB  oomplained  of  the  attempt  to 
take  the  yeaa  and  naja.  as  a  deaign  to  hcdd  m 
oertain  people  to  pouie  odiom.  He  would 
withdraw  hia  amendaMot  if  tite  genUnnan 
would  withdraw  hii  motioB. 

lb.  Smdvwibk,  Mae  in  acme  wanntli.  He 
aaid  that  ttiere  waa  no  dwign  in  calling  fbr  the 
7«aa  and  nafa  but  to  fix  a  al^ma  won  gentle- 
men in  that  Honae  as  fHeods  to  anobffi^,  vlien 
tfaejr  were  no  neh  thiDg,  and  to  raiae  a  ptHinlar 
odiom  againat  them.  To  propoae  an  abwtioa 
tit  ala,vaj  in  this  oenntiT  wonld  be  the  bdght 
ofmadnesi.'  Here  the  eurea  are^  and  here  the^ 
nmat  rem^n. 

A  queation  of  atUonnunent  waa  dow  carried 
br  48  againat  SB.  So  the  motbm  of  Hr.  Giua 
Mauds  orer  till  to-mrarow. 

FxiDAT,  January  9. 
JfaturaUtation  BiU, 
The  House  rammed  the  consideration  of  the 
anteodmenta  reported  on  Wednesday  last  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  the  biU 
to  amend  the  act  aathled  "An  act  to  estab- 
]idi  a  nniform  rale  of  natoraliaation."    Where- 


lowing,  to  wit: 

"  And  Id  om  aBr  neh  sUen  upljiiw  tat  adnris- 
4tm  to  beooiD*  ■  dtiMi  of  tiig  UsIMd  ^StutM,  ihall 
hne  banw  anj  hBraditaty  tttia,  or  bean  of  aaj  of  tlw 
(rden  of  oobilitj  la  tha  UngJam  or  ttate  than  iridoh 
ka  same,  in  addltian  to  tiw  iwoUMt  or^ii,aDd  th« 
bafine  rocitod  act,  he  ahall  mua  an  aipwai  rasgnoi- 
atkm  of  hi*  tttla,  or  ordar  of  uo 
trbfch  fall  aff  lieatkni  diaJt  ba 

riian  bo  nooided  in  tha  aafd  Court' 

A  motioD  was  made  and  aeoonded  to  amend 
the  said  amendmeot,  bv  adding  to  the  end 
thereof  the  words  ibllowing,  to  wit: 

"  Aitd,  ilao.  In  oaia  asah  alien  thall,  at  tb*  tine 
af  hia  ^nlloation,  bold  anj  peieoa  In  alanay,  be 
Aall  in  the  iame  manoar  renoimoe  all  ri^  and 
daim  to  bold  loeli  penou  in  ilaTerj." 

On  the  question  that  the  Hoose  do  agree  to 
the  s^  ameitdment  to  the  amendment, 

Mr.  Boirain  said  he  was  against  both  amend- 
ments. He  saw  no  nse  either  for  the  one  or 
the  other.  He  reoa^dtnlated  the  nomerons 
dweks  which  the  eonatltnti«t  had  framed 
^ainK  nobilitjr  getting  into  iL  He,  thervfbre, 
wHh  all  these  oheoka,  eonU  aee  no  danger  tnxa 
)L    Somttoh&rtheeqiediMMrrfthetwopoaaL 


He  next  conrideied  it  in  a  diffinnt  point  of 
view.  A  fortigner  oomes,  pwhqie  with  a  title^ 
whidi  be  haa  deriT«d  ftvm  a  Icog  tndn  td  an- 
cestMe,  and,  with  a  rerj  pardonahle  infirmity, 
he  is  fimd,  be  is  perhaps  proud,  of  bis  badge  of 
nobility.  Is  it  polite,  is  it  generoos,  to  force 
him  to  renounce  it !  If  it  is  an  hereditary  title, 
ha  can  renonnoe  only  for  himself,  ffia  children 
shall  inhent  the  ri^t  Mr.  B.  wished  both 
amendments  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BiiTHxsFosn  said,  the  people  (tf  America 
bad  an  exceeding  aTHiion  to  the  bobble  of  no- 
bility. _  He  had  so  mneh  ocmfideoce  in  the  wis- 
dom, good  sena^snd  pnl^  Virit,  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  this  Honae,  that  he  was  sore  the 
ameadmeat  wonld  be  carried  by  a  very  great 
m^ority.  He  was  equally  oertain  that  the 
amendment  of  the  other  eentleman  (Mr.  Dkx- 
TEiii  wonld  be  rqeoted.  It  w«it  to  wound  th« 
feelings  and  alitmate  the  aActitms  oi  Ax  ix 
^btBtateelntheUnkni.  Hewaa  ag^nattha 
yeas  and  vasjt.    He  wished  for  a  siluit  Tote. 

Mr.  MoDowKu. — When  the  geotJoman  from 
Maasatdmaetts  first  bronght  forward  the  motion 
on  the  table,  Mr.  MoD.  ooold  not  think  he  was 
dncere,  from  the  idea  which  be  bad  formed  of 
the  candor  and  good  sense  of  that  gentleman. 
Bat,  uraoh  to  his  surprise,  Mr.  D.  persisted  in 
supporting  the  wopnety  of  his  motion,  whidi 
is  not  only  an  Indirect  attack  on  the  State  Qor- 
wnment^  bnt  ayen  on  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  membera  of  this 
House  who  r^resent  the  Sonthera  States.  Thia 
amendment  not  only  tends  to  Irritate  the  minda 
of  members,  but  of  thousands  of  the  good  dti- 
lens  in  the  Southern  States,  as  it  ^ects  the 
proper^  which  they  have  acquired  by  their  in- 
dnstry.  Thos  it  cools  their  afikitioDs  towards 
the  Government,  as  the?  will  find  that  one  part 
of  the  Qorerument  is  atioat  to  operate  on  todr 
property  in  an  indirect  way.  The  gentleman 
dare  not  come  directly  forward,  and  tell  the 
House,  that  men  who  povees  daves  are  unfit  tot 
hdding  an  office  under  a  Bepublican  GoTcm- 
m«it  Mr.  HoD.  recalled  to  the  mind  of  the 
Howe  the  oondnet  of  the  pemle  that  oompooa 
the  Southern  Btatee,  daring  the  late  war,  and 
their  strug^e  for  American  Independence.  He 
then  bade  the  Honse  review  the  behavior  of 
th^r  BepreemtatlTea,  nnd«r  the  preeent  Gov 
erement,  and  say  whether  they  do  not  partaka 
more  of  the  BepubUoan  spirit  uian  the  members 


whhsh  Uiey  rwresented,  and  to  the  United  States. 
He  thou^t  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dixtkb  pai^ 
iadk  nKHV  of  monarchical  or  despotio  prineiplca 
than  any  thing  which  be  bad  seen  fw  eome  time. 
What  right  had  the  Hoose  to  say  to  a  partlonlar 
class  (rf  people,  yon  shall  not  have  that  kind  of 
proper^  which  other  people  have  I  This  waa 
the  langoage  of  the  motion,  and  be  ctHieidered 
it  as  highly  nqjust  Mr.  UoD.  wi^ed  the  gen- 
tleman to  eonsider  what  migbt  t>e  the  oonse- 
qoence  of  his  motion,  at  this  time,  when  tbo 
West  Indies  are  transformed  into  aa  tmmenaa 


.Coo^^lc 
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•e«n«  of  Blaagktcr.  Wlien  thomntdiirf  pM^ 
had  bMO  mnMirwnil,  a&d  iboBMada  had  oed  tbr 
rafbge  to  tbli  ooantiT,  ithoi  tli«  pn^wietora  of 
■Uvea  in  Uua  eomilr;  eonld  onljr  keap  tham  In 
pe«oa  with  th«  ntniMt  ^ffiedtj,  tm  thw  a  tim« 
for  Midi  inflainowtoryniotiotut  He  was  amu- 
«d  that  a  gtodatnaa  c^  whom  be  had  ao  hi^  an 
opinion,  ooold,  for  a  moment,  emhraoe  an  idea 

wbieh  wee,  in  lUl  pointa  of  view,  eo  ""' '~ 

improper  ukd  dangerona. 

Mr.  Dsnut  ohleflT  evnued  hia  n 
eaoaa  U»  other  gentfenien  had  been  for  taking 
the  7ea*  and  naya.  The  tenor  of  hia  argtunent 
seamed  to  be  this :  Ton  want  to  bold  oe  np  to 
the  pnblia  aa  aristoorata.  I,  aa  a  retaliation, 
wiU  tacdd  fon  np  to  the  eame  polilio  aa  dealera 
tn  davea.  lit.  D.,  howevtf ,  ^  not  wi^  to  ir- 
ritate. He,  for  that  reaMm,  withdrew  Ui  no- 
tion, nnder  tlie  hope  that  the  Teas  and  naji 
woidd  not  be  taken. 

Mr.  Oius  Mid,  that  no  penon  eonld  be  mcse 
uutfona  than  himsdf  to  conciliate.  Bat  he 
wHild  not  aabmit  to  porobaoa  eondliatioD  bj 
aaorifldnK  hii  opinion,  or  betnmng  hia  dnty. 
He  ahoolo,  on  that  acooimt,  rtand  bj  lus  amend- 
menb  It  had  been  aaid  that  he  oaUed  for  the 
yeaa  and  naya  for  the  pnrpoae  (tf  bedding  np  to 
popolar  deteetatlui  a  oartain  par^  in  that 
Hooaa.  Snob  an  idea  had  new  eirtered  into 
hia  mind.  He  then  oommeiieed  aTindicfttioB 
of  the  pr^ffiety  of  hia  anendment  a^inat  the 


ant  anuiBttbe 
IkO  fau,  among 
no  proper  rela- 


obaerrationa  of  Mr.  Boran,  who 
other  thinga,  aliased  that  it  bad  no  proper 
tion  to  the  q>int  of  the  KatnraliMtioB  Kll. 
After  defending  it,  on  tUa  quarter,  Mr.  O.  inv- 
'  '  '  '"    ;  that  had  been  al- 


ii cakiilat«d  to  hold  19  an 


■nob  partj,  a  geocnl  vote  fyr  the  amendment 
wiU  proTe  that  tUa  rqxni  to  without  fbnnda- 
In  reaUty  there  ia  no  oonneotiMi  betwMO 


•aif.  It  is  not  the  amendment,  bat  the  nee 
wbkh  the  gentleman  makes  of  it,  that  can  have 
anjr  teodaior  that  wa^.  Mr.  6.  never  oonld 
have  thonght  of  aooh  a  waj  of  holding  np  a 
partj.  As  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Buns, 
ne,  Mr.  O.,  held  propertf  sacred,  and  never 
ooaU  have  consented  to  prohibit  the  emigrant 
nobilitj  (torn  having  slaves  an;  more  than  other 
people.  Bat  as  for  titlea  of  nobilitj-,  the;  were 
quite  adlflbrent  thing.  They  were  bnt  a  name, 
and  people  were  not  obliged  even  to  give  them 
op,  unleaa  thej  wanted  to  beoome  American 
oitiiena.  As  the  call  (^  yeas  and  nays 
given  snch  nncommcu  nnnam'nnw,  he,  n» 
own  put,  ihould  ^ve  it  np.  He  waa  oareleta 
how  the  vote  was  taken.  The  other  gentla- 
loen  who  snpportad  hie  call  might  aot  for  ihea.- 
advea. 

Mr.  Ln  said,  he  hoped  that  to-day  the  qnea- 
tion  would  have  been  taken  withont  further  de- 
bate; he  had  no  difliodtion  to  ear  any  t^iiw 


I  on  ft,  and  eboold  hava  nmtiati  rileu  If 
Mdleagoe  (Mr.  Qnxi)  had  not  made  bom 
■trietWM  <tt  ute  obaanadona  which  AU  txm 
him  on  the  preceding  d^. 

Mr.  L.  always  thonght  the  Eaaten  and  Sorih- 
em  Btatea  were  well  litBated  to  miite  ob  t«H 
at  the  greataet  reciprocal  beneflL  That,  for  tts 
goodoffaiiDWneoantn.bevalBed  anelianr'  ~ 
above  all  tUngSL  He  knew,  la  paitioolar, 
it  waa  hl|^  important  to  the  int«Twta  ef  tka 
peonla  whom  be  ropfeaenHd,  to  omuffiate  At 
oordi^  and  afiiMrtionate  aateem  of  riiiili  FiiiHia 
brethren.  That  this  waa  not  only  b^cwtantla 
hia  oonstitnenti,  bat  to  the  whole  State,  ai^  d 
the  Sonthem  oouotry ;  as  on  it  nmst  mnlcriaBf 
depend  the  fveaervation  ot  oar  Union.  wUeb 
Mr.  L.  feared  was  more  neeeaaary  to  onr  edelf 
and  pn^MTity  than  to  tbttn.  Mr.  L.  aaid,  k* 
never  saw  any  reason  to  sngfteet  tba  E«*a 
peofle  of  anti-S^Hibliaan  prinui^ea;  tbnt  tbsa 
waa  no  Joat  gionnd  to  aoODse  them  <tf  aaeli  ^^ 
dplea  in  any  manner.  Mr.  L,  liad  aliraya 
thon^  that  the  SoMhem  eoantry  had  BO  rii^ 
to  claim  a  soperiorilj  over  thrir  Eaat«ni  luniks 
r«n  in  B^tuDlkan  vtrtne.  Mr.  L.  ahrajs  la- 
mented that  hia  oonntry  waa  not,  ia  aosH 
pt^la^  so  fortnnately  aitnated  aa  the  rsiiiMn 
SUtes;  bat  eUll,  he  reioioed  to  find  Just  ideal 
of  libertr,  and  a  premier  reapeot  to  the  rig^ta  at 
men,  ■"'"■■""g  all  die  cWzens  of  it;  and  in 
pnblio  virtoe  they  had  a  ri^t  to  raijc  with 
their  brethren  to  the  North  and  £Mt  of  them. 
Mr.  L.  thonght  that  his  oollet^e'a  stroogs^ 
argument  wai  the  oorrapting  relation  whieh  «x- 
laUd  in  Bocope  between  noblemen  and  their 
dmendanta.  Mr.  L.  foared  Ibat  diis  argamml 
migfat  too  readi^  be  extended  to  the  nti 


of  thia  ooDDt^,  and  oooehiaiMia  very  diqiarag- 
ing  to  their  BapnUican  virtue  drawn  firm  i^ 
from  which  he  had  felt  it  hie  dnty  to  vindicala 


Mr.  L.  bdioved  that  the  people  throo^Kirt 
America  were  ail  aninMted  by  an  eqnal  aaal  lot 
the  liberty  and  happiiuM  of  ibar  ooontry.  Aa 
a  person,  thertfix&  anziois  to  preserve  onr  ha^ 
mony  and  nniiw,  he  always  folt  p«dn  at  any 
qneeoon,  wUch  was,  in  any  degree  enlonlated 
to  excite  snepidons  of  saoh  otiier,  and  wodoee 
enmit7,  when  concord  was  so  mncb  the  intereat 
of  aU.  This  proposition  had^  to  bis  mini  a 
very  dennneii^ing  aspect ;  ana,  as  snoh,  he  fttt 
it  lua  dnty  to  diacoantenanoe  it^  and  every  thing 
of  the  same  sort,  without  premming  to  aaosr- 
tain  or  qnestlon  the  mottvea  or  deaigna  of  the 
mover.  Hr.  L  aonld  not  help  viewing  the  ma- 
tion  as  cqtaUe  <rf  niarding  na  from  no  one 
danger,  bnt  aa  well  fitted  to  produce  uoneeea- 
aa^  alarm  and  irritetion. 

Mr.  L.  was  indiflbrant  how  lb*  qncatioa  wm 
decided ;  bn^  bring  a  fiiend  to  humony  and 
union,  M  could  by  no  neans  eonntenanae  by 
his  yotfi  any  thing  that  might  be  ocmatroed  tn 
deiMMiBce  a  moat  mpiotoMeand  patriotie  p«t 
of  thta  Hooaa. 

Mr.  HnjLmmB  observed,  that  when  the 
aawadseiit  wiB  first  inttodnoed,  ba  Maridwed 
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t  ae  altogether  bannless  and  nnneccflnary;  bnt, 
■«iiig  friendly  b)  what  ap&eared  t«  be  the  ob- 
ect  of  the  mover,  that  is,  Keeping  ont  priTileg- 
d  orders  from  among  na,  ha  was  indined  to 
ote  for  it.  Yet,  upon  more  mature  refiection, 
le  was  of  opinion  tnat  if  the  proTision  contaln- 
d.  in  the  amendment  had  any  effect  at  aiL  it 
rontd  he  &  directly  contrary  one  ftom  what 
raa  intended,  and  would  indirectly  eetahliiih 
b«  principle  that  privileged  orden  might  be 
atroduced  and  exi«t  amoof  oa,  a  prinoiple 
rliich  he  wholly  Tweeted  and  reprobated  j  and, 
m  he  did  not  donbt  that  the  viewa  of  the  gen- 
leman  who  moved  the  amendment  were  simi- 
KT  to  hia  own  on  that  antgecL  he  hoped  that, 
ipon  further  coneideration,  ne  (Mr.  Oii.kb) 
rould  withdraw  it.  It  was  his  opinion  that 
be  gronnd  npon  which  foreigners  shonld  be 
admitted  to  a  Bhare  in  the  adminiEtration  of 
inr  Government  ought  to  be  narrowed  in  every 
memble  way,  and  if  the  gentleman  wonld  bo 
Dodify  the  amendment  aa  wholly  to  exclude 
liat  dass  of  foreigners,  or  any  other,  from  ever 
>ecomlng  citizen^  bo  far  as  to  elect  or  to  be 
dected  tu  any  omoe,  he  wonld  moat  heartily 
oin  is  giving  his  vote  for  it.  In  those  nations 
irbere  privileged  orders  are  admitted,  the  bene- 
ItB  and  advantages  ariang  from  it  have  been 
xmaidered  as  merely  local,  so  that,  if  a  noble- 
hah  removes  from  one  nation  W  another,  he 
s  not  considered  as  oarrying  with  him  the  privi- 
eges  of  his  order ;  as,  for  mstance,  if  a  noble- 
nan  from  any  other  nation  removes  to  Enghmd, 
where  an  hereditary  nobility  is  eetabliahed  by 
Atv,  and  even  becomee  naturalized,  he  is  not  a 
leer  of  England ;  he  is  no  more  than  «  private 
mbfect,  and  can  claim  nothing  on  account  of 
■aa  former  rank.  The  Convention  who  formed 
lor  conatjtntion  nndoabtedly  viewed  the  eub- 
«ot  in  that  light,  or  they  wonld  have  been 
equally  anzioos  to  have  provided  against  the 
mportation  aa  of  the  creation  of  nobiUty ;  bat^ 
laaung  this  amendment  will,  as  &r  as  the  in- 
inence  of  a  law  and  the  opinion  ot  Oongrees 
MO  go,  be  putting  a  different  and  wrong  oon- 
itmctaon  upon  the  oonstitntion,  and  will  be 
idmitting  that  there  may  be  some  other  mode 
it  introdncing  a  privile^  order  or  a  nobility 
inuKW  US,  than  the  one  guarded  against  in  the 
xnurtSution ;  for,  if  a  law  ia  passed  requiring  a 
Mraon,  before  he  shall  be  admitted  to  a  oertain 
priTiIege,  to  renounce  some  other  privilege,  it  is 
Nearly  admitting  that  anch  person  doee  or  may 
xiaiees  sDch  privilege,  othenvise  the  law  is  fn- 
He,  requiring  a  person  to  ranoDnoe  what  he 
lose  not  or  cannot  poasesk 

Uj.  J.  Waimwobth  rose  nest  He  bad  been 
jp  fbnr  times  before,  but,  other  gentlemen  al- 
wajB  rising  along  with  him,  he  had  sat  down 
i^ain.  Ur.  W.  said,  that  a  rage  against  no- 
)ili^  and  privileged  orders  now  pervadee  the 
whole  world.  He  really  did  not  see  the  nse  of 
this  amendments  It  pat  htm  in  mind  of  an  old 
taw  which,  wititin  his  memory,  had  been  in  use. 
When  a  man  tiad  shot  himself  his  neighbors 
were  not  contented  with  the  oert^ty  of  his 
Vol.  I^-U 


being  dead  in  this  wwld,  and  damned  in  the 
next,  bnt,  beaideB  all  this,  they  drove  a  stake 
through  his  body.  Ur.  W.  regarded  nohiht;  m 
in  a  similar  situation  vrith  suoh  a  man,  for  no- 
bility speared  to  him  in  the  certain  road  to 
instant  destruction ;  and  this  amendment  of  Ur. 
GiLxs,  he  thonght,  was  like  driving  in  the  aUk*. 
TIte  latter  practice  had  been  laid  aaide,  and  he 
thonght  that  the  amendment  deeerred  the  aame 
fate.  He  reminded  tlie  Hooae  that  the  tims 
had  heea  when  America  was  very  mnoh  in- 
debted to  nobility,  and  very  glad  to  see  tbtm 
fight  her  battles.  We  might  now  I>e  taxed 
with  ingratitnde  on  that  heiid,  for  some  of  thoM 
identical  French  noblemen,  who,  during  the 
late  war,  had  rendered  oh  eseential  lerTioe, 
were  now  in  this  oonutry  in  a  Btat«  of  tteggaiy, 
snbasting  on  the  charity  of  their  frienda. 
Others  of  the  same  noblemen  were  in  dnngeona. 
and  some  again  bad  got  their  heads  ohoppea 
off.  He  was  warranted  to  say  that  many  of 
those  noblemen,  when  here,  dnring  the  war, 
and  long  before  a  French  revolution  liad  been 
talked  of;  were,  in  their  hearts,  as  good  Repnb- 
lioans  as  any  Americans  whatever.  We  had 
seen,  some  tune  ago,  a  party  spirit  rising  in  the 
United  States.  He  had  observed  that  the  thing 
was  dying  away,  bnt  the  present  amendment 
wonld  affitrd  a  new  theme.  The  newspapeia 
are  extiemely  numerons,  and  he  donbted  not 
that  the  writers  in  them  would  embrace  so  no- 
table an  opportunity  for  ezeroi^ng  their  talento. 
As  to  the  notion  that  there  was  a  danger  of  no- 
bihty  being  introduced  into  this  country,  the 
thing  was  held  in  each  deteetation  in  America, 
that  he  had  no  mot^  ^)preheDBion  of  ite  obtain- 
ing a  footing  here  than  he  had  that  there  wootd 
arise  a  new  race  of  men  without  heada,  or  with 
their  heads  placed  below  their  shonldM^  or  any 
other  nnnatnral  prodnotion.  In  short,  he  did 
not  know  a  thing  so  imposaible  aa  the  eetahliBh- 
ment  of  an  American  nobility.  Snowing  thii^ 
he  regarded  the  amendment  aa  entirely  nsetesa. 
As  to  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  having  an 
impreadon  on  his  vote,  that  waa  out  of  tlia  qoao- 
tion.  He  knew  his  oonstitoeota,  and  they  knew 
bim ;  and  they  were  both  too  well  acquainted 
vrith  each  other  for  a  trifle  of  this  nature  to 
have  any  inflnence.  To  him  the  oall  was  a 
matter  la  the  utmost  indifference^  and  he  took 
this  opportunity  to  declare  frankly  that  he 
should  vot«  against  the  amendment,  whether 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  or  not. 

iCe,  NiOBOLAB  oonld  not  consent  to  abandon 
the  proposition.  It  might  be  said  that  he  did 
BO  in  terror  of  the  amendment  of  Ur.  Dixix^ 
which  he  thoroughly  despised. 

Mr.  BoiTDiHOT  had  not  dedgned  to  speak  on 
this  question,  but  there  was  one  oljeotion  to 
the  amendment,  which  occurred  to  him,  and 
which  had  not  been  noticed  by  any  gentleman. 
This  was,  that  it  wonld  be  an  act  of  u^jostice  to 
make  a  man  do  an  act  ia  this  ooontry  which 
might  affect  his  own  interest,  and  that  (rf  his 
femily  in  another.  This  casemight  very  peaBil>ly 
happen.  A  peraon,  by  r^iooncuig  noMli^hen^ 
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ml^t  ba  debamd  tmta  "'■'"'"g  its  pririlegM 
in  aaaOMT  p^Me,  wium  it  would,  perfa^a,  bo 
for  bb  tdTuitaefl, 

Mr.  Ama  obMrred,  Att  too  mndi  attontion 
had  been  giren  to  Qte  amendment  uuk  abstract 
qneation.  Nothing  tended  mora  to  bewilder 
and  oonAue  a  debat«  than  rach  a  departare 
from  tbe  anUeot  bito  abatraotjona  and  refine- 
mentaj  for,  altlkoaBh  b;  thla  means  we  fonnd 
that  pituD  prind[uea  wen  rendered  obaoore, 
■nd  reaaoDaUe  doetrinw  oarried  to  excees,  yet 
w«  did  not  Mem  to  reflect  that  nothing  ia  more 
oppoaite  to  Just  prindptea  than  tbe  extramee  of 
tMse  prindplea.  For  itisWicie,  it  would  not  be 
Mie  or  proper  indiaeriminatelj  to  admit  aliens  to 
beoome  dtizeiM,  ^eta  aerutiaj  into  thdr  politi- 
mI  orthodox  mig^tba  oarried  to  a  Tery  absord 
ftxtreme.  Tbe  merit  c^  tbe  amoidment  dependa 
on  its  adaptedneea  to  the  end  proposed  bj  tbe 
bUl,  and  «hat  is  that  I  To  make  a  rale  of  nato- 
raliiaticHi  tor  the  kdmiasloB  of  aliens  to  beoome 
eiliiena,  on  snch  terms  as  may  oon^  with  oor 
tranqnillity  and  safety.  Now,  said  he,  do  we 
think  of  reftasing  this  prirUege  to  aU  beretlos  in 
reapeot  to  pt^itical  dootrineet  Even  that  strict- 
IHM  wonld  not  hasten  the  millenninm.  For  onr 
own  aituMks  tntij  pvpagate  a  great  Tsriety  of 
<qdidons  hostile  to  each  other,  and  therefore^ 
Bunr  of  them  deviate  widely  from  the  intended 
stsodard  of  right  thinking ;  good  and  bad,  fools 
and  wise  men,  tbe  philosopher  and  the  dupes 
ofpr^ndioe,  we  find  eonld  live  very  peaoeatiljy 
together,  becatue  there  was  a  sofflcWt  ooinei- 
dMioe  of  oommoD  interest.  If  we  depend  on 
tbia  strong  tie,  if  we  oblige  foreigners  to  wait 
seven  yean,  til]  they  bare  formed  it,  till  their 
habits  aa  well  as  interests  beoome  sssimilBted 
with  ear  own,  we  msj  leave  tbem  to  cherish 


difTosiiig  them  among  oor  own  dtizens,  is 
prevented  by  pablio  opinion,  if  we  may  leave 
error  and  pr^odioe  to  stand  or  fall  before  tmth 
and  ft«edom  of  inquiry. 

Can  the  advooatea  of  tbe  amendment  even 
■ffeot  qiprebendons  that  there  is  any  intention 
to  Introdnce  a  foreign  nobility  aa  a  privileged 
order!  If  they  can,  snch  diseases  of  the  brain 
were  not  bred  hj  reasoning  and  cannot  be  onred 
by  it  Still  leas  sbonld  we  {pve  effect  by  law 
to  chimerical  whimsiea.  For  what  is  the  ' 
denoy  of  thia  connterfeit  ^arm  t  Is  it  to  r 
agHn  the  sleeping  ^>paritiona  which  have  dis- 
turbed the  back  oonntrvt  Is  it  to  show  that 
the  mode  dangus  whlcn  they  have  pretended 
to  dread  are  nelt  Or,  is  it  to  mark  a  Hne  of 
separation  between  those  who  have  the  merit 
of  m^ntaining  the  extremes  of  political  opinions, 
and  those  whoro  this  vote  woiild  denoance 
Btoppina  at  what  they  deem  a  wise  mode; 
tiont  If  that  is  the  case,  it  seems  that  the 
amendment  ie  intended  rather  to  publish  a 
creed  than  to  settle  a  rule  of  natoralizAtion. 
Tet  it  shonld  be  noticed  thftt  those  who  would 
go  to  extremtt  are  less  entitled  to  th«  pruse  of 
BepnUioanisoa  than  t&ow  who  would  not 


i 


Mr.  BuniKL  BiDTH  waa  son?  ftn:  ttw  tn« 

which  the  debate  had  taken ;  thongh  at 

bore  a  tHBing  aqiearanoe,  it  had  Hnoe 

np  all  the  warmth  of  the  House.      Tlie  geUfa- 

sn  from  tbe  Eastern  States,  who  knew  tbe  B#- 

iblican  character  (^  their  coiurtiCaentB,  sad 

iw  independeot  every  man  there  was,  boti 

his  temper  and  his  circnmstanoea,  h«d  sG^ 

ed  the  amendment  as  unseDeeaary-.     G«itleiaM 

from  the  Southern  States,  on  tbe  other  hand,  ^ 

that  they  have  some  reason  to  be  apiwvbenan, 

Why,  said  Mr.  S.,  vrill  not  the  Eastent  mauba 

Indulge  us  in  this  trifle  t    It  is  owned  by  tks 

one  porty,  that  it  can  have  no  bad  teoden^; 

and  ue  other  imagine  that  it  most  b«ve  a  good 

MM,    Then  why  not,  for  the  sake  o£  aonoEa- 

"iiL  grant  it  t 

Mr.  McBRiT  was  stMry  that  the  Hoose  l«i 

Xtbe  Dew  year  withsuch  a  disonsrion.  Es 
■en  with  much  pleasure  tbe  ^>pcaraneea  rf 
oondliation  and  unanimi^  at  the  outset  at  Ae 
seauon.  He  shonld  rote  for  the  tmaidmeK, 
and  he  hoped  that  those  membera  who  waa 
Bg^nst  it  wonld  come  round  and  TOte  ftir  'a. 
They  would  thus  put  an  end  to  this  motion,  so 
wiBteful  of  time.  Of  nobility,  bowevM,  As 
gentleman  had  no  slanning  ^tprehemsoaa 
There  had  onoe  been  in  this  House  a  baroocfc 
He  was  there  for  two  years  before  it  wM  known, 
and  it  was  then  disoovered  that  a  bartHMA  ws 
a  thing  perfectly  harmkee.  As  ibr  titles  of  no- 
bility, he  believed  that  all  t^  whtdeatHue  and 


ed  this  snl^eot,  it  remiDded  him  of  BolbesnV 
Dance  of  Beftth.*  He  saw  nothing  in  tlus  coon- 
try  but  the  ghostB  of  nobility,  ia  Europe,  in- 
deed, it  waa  a  matter  of  imporiianoe.  It  eitt^ 
Ushed  the  etiquette  of  precedence  among  the 
ladies  in  leading  down  a  eonnby  dance.  The 
amendment  was  not  worth  much  ^tber  one  way 
or  the  other.  But  he  wished  it  to  b«  granted 
for  the  reasons  asagned  by  his  eotleogne  from 
Ma^land,  who  hadjpoke  just  before  him. 

ib,  M&oisoN. — Tnen  the  smeudment  was 
first  snggested,  he  had  ctmridered  it  aa  highly 
proper,  and  natnraUy  connected  with  the  snb- 
ject.  No  man  can  say  how  br  the  RepablieaB 
revolution  that  is  now  proceeding  in  Enrope 
will  go.  If  a  revolution  was  to  take  place  ra 
Britain,  which  for  his  part  he  expected  and  be- 
lieved wonld  be  the  case,  the  peerage  of  that 
oountry  would  be  thronging  to  tbe  United  States. 
He  should  be  ready  to  receive  them  with  ■& 
that  hoapitali^,  tenderness,  and  reapect  te  winch 
misfortune  is  entitled.  He  should  symHthise 
with  them,  and  be  as  ready  to  afford  theni 
whatever  friendly  offices  lay  in  his  power  as 
any  man.  But  this  was  entirely  distinct  ftxga 
emitting  them  as  dtizeus  of  America  before 
they  were  oonstiUtionally  qnslifiod  to  become 

•  A  oaMmtad  pdnlw  wbo  died  bi  UM  BpMUiwiirak 
HtUtiBdujUMElgkaangaiild,  "OatoricTuploa^HB 
I  oHi  Dake  HTtii  Idrdt,  bM  wit  ot  mtcb  Laidi  I  inmt 


Goo'^lc 


PXBATBS  OF  GONOBBSS. 


'.  ins.] 


H).  lo  reply  to  tha  nmark  of  Hr.  Boimnioc, 
■iat  a  rennDciation  of  their  titles  mi^t  ii^are 
Jteir  bmiliea,  Mr.  it.  obseired,  that  if  a  Britiah 
■ATolatioD  t4x>k  pl&oe,  the«e  ftigitivei  woold,  as 
liiem,  be  inca)Mdtat«d  from  holding  nal  e»- 
atM.  In  diBoiiiriiig  this  qiHrtloB,  ir«  bad  been 
■emindedof  theUarqtdBOeld&yettaL  Hehad 
lie  gie«t«at  reepeot  for  that  ehmotflr ;  bat  if 
10  were  to  oome  to  this  ooontrj,  thia  very  gen- 
lenuui  would  be  Hie  first  to  r«oomm«iid  and 
toqniecoe  in  the  amendment  on  the  taUe.  He 
lad  urged  the  QeoeMity  of  nttctif  ab^iahing 
lobilitj  in  Franoe,  even  at  a  time  wheo  u 
Jionght  it  neoewaiT  fbr  the  aafe^  of  the  atate 
liat  the  king  ahonld  pocMsa  &  ooiuiderable  por- 
ion  of  power ;  and  Mr.  it.  believed,  that  if  he 
rere  now  at  freedom,  he  traa  as  oomplet«l]' 
itripped  of  67^  thing  rdatiTe  to  nobihty,  aa 
t  ma  poaaible  he  oonld  be^  It  bad  been  said, 
Siat  it  WM  naedlewtomaka  endgranta  renonnce 
h^  rank,' and  that  oatha  war*  no  aecnri^.  He 
ma  ready  to  allow,  that  oatha  were,  in  anj  case, 
rat  a  very  poor  seonri^,  bnt  they  had  been 
idopted  in  other  parta  of  the  biD,  and  the  same 
•easoii  which  recoaimended  them  on  fbrmer  oo- 
iwioiia  mijdit  reeommend  than  now. 

Ifr.  W.  SioTB  waa  conTinced  that  ibe  amend- 
neot  was  wholly  inoompetent  to  the  end  which 
t  prvteBtei  to  haT«  in  ^ew.  Yon  m»  force  a 
nu)  to  renoonce  hia  title,  but  what  aoee  that 
ognify,  when  yon  cannot  hindw  his  neighbors 
)cota  calling  both  him,  hia  wife,  and  fauiUy  by 
be  tide  f  He  replied  to  the  argtnnent  of  Mr. 
i.  BttriB,  aa  to  the  Eastern  members  giving  op 
fae  point  for  the  sake  of  oondlialdon  with  the 
lonthem  mMnbets. 

He  did  not  nnderstand  that  hia  own  eonstita- 
axta  had  any  noh  panic  aboat  them,  or  that 
hey  would  thank  ib«  East^n  members  very 
rdently  for  saoh  a  oonoeenon.  They  were  not 
Awd  of  aristocracy.  Yon  cannot  abolish  the 
traetJce;  and  even  enppo^og  a  nobleman  bad 
oade  his  rennnclation,  perhaps  the  very  person 
rbo  administered  the  oath,  may,  the  next  mo- 
aent,  say,  "  Uy  Lord,  I  wish  yon  a  good  mom- 
ogl"  and  yon  cannot  pnni^  the  individnal 
rho  says  so.  As  to  not  allowing  of  titlee  to 
rivee  and  danghters,  this  renondation  will  not 
irevent  their  being  given.  Bat  in  eome  parts 
t  the  conatry  we  have  titlee  already,  Mr.  S. 
i«d  often  bea^  an  old  lady  called  "  tbe  Dnchees." 
I«  ooold  see  no  good  cooseqaence  from  the 
notion.  There  was  indeed  cne  obviona  efibct 
'^e  ignorant  part  of  the  American  aitizenB — 
rho,  he  hoped,  were  bnt  few — wonld  imagine 
h«t  thnse  who  voted  for  the  amendment  were 
gsiOBt  the  introdoction  of  nobility  into  Amer- 
BA,  and  that  those  against  the  amendmeDt  were 
or  that  introdoction.  This  frivolous  kind  of 
Bgislation  had  disgraced  the  proceedings  of  an- 
ther nation.  They  had  begnn  to  change  the 
lAntea  of  their  towns  and  harbors,  snch  as  Conde, 


they  were  ooming  back 
hair  sober  Jodgment,  and  were  repeaUng  these 


edicts.  Lyons  waa  reetored  to  its  old  name. 
The  pillar  erected  to  aunoonce  its  rebellion  and 
annihilation  had  been  taken  down.    The  Con- 


they  began  to  think  H  was  better  to  let  the 
honseaatand.  Tonld  anybody  say  that  French 
liberty  was  better  aeonred  by  naming  a  harbor 
Bamre  it  Marai  t  Had  this  done  any  good  to 
the  canaet  Bnt  If  people  who  were  so  mnoh 
afraid  of  the  introdnotion  of  nobility  wonld  look 
aroond  them,  they  night  already  And  In  this 
oonntry  alonning  marks  of  attachment  to  roy- 
alty. When  Mr.  Bmith  was  lately  at  New 
Haven,  in  Oonneotiont,  he  had  observed  on  the 

a  of  the  State  Hoom  the  figure  of  a  Orvvm, 
LOh  had  stood  there  nndistnrbed  since  long 
before  the  begiDningof  the  Bevolntion.  H« 
went  into  the  Btate  Honse,  and  fonnd  the  peo- 
ple as  good  Repnblioana  as  conld  be,  notwith- 
standing this  crown.  Again,  at  Hiddletown,  In 
the  same  State,  be  went  into  a  ohnroh,  and  on 
the  top  of  the  oigan  there  was  another  Orwn, 
which  ndgbt  also  be  Interpreted  as  a  proof  d 
monarohical  prindplea.  Reverting  to  the  Bab> 
Jeot  of  changing  names,  Hr.  B.  said,  that  the 
people  in  the  Bta^  of  New  York  had  for  along 
time  enjoyed  as  mnoh  liberty  aa  the  other  Btatea. 
At  last,  however,  It  was  recollected  that  one  of 
the  streets  of  the  city  of  New  York  was  called 
King's  street ;  bnt  this  was  changed  to  Liberty 
street,  which  was,  to  be  snre,  a  very  momentous 
alteration.  If  Oongreee  descend  to  legislate  In 
snch  Itttleneases,  they  may  forbid  the  title  of 
WorahipAiL  Tnev  may  abolish  the  order  of 
FreianasoDa,  which  he  Otongfat  that  they  had 
Jnst  as  mnch  ri^t  to  do  aa  to  make  the  fordgn 
nobility  roiomiee  their  titlee  before  t^  showd 
be  accepted  aa  Amerioan  dtiieDS.  Tne  0<hi- 
gress  may,  among  other  otijects  of  le^slatlon, 
forbid  any  member  to  come  into  that  Hooae 
with  an  aristocratical  cloak — one  witli  gold  laoe, 
for  example.  He  asked  more  than  once  thia 
qnefition:  What  pecnliar  privileges  has  ft  foreign 
noblemui,  coming  into  this  oonnby.  which  na 
poseeesed  more  than  all  other  duzensi  He 
considered  the  whole  amendment  as  totally  trt- 
filng.  He  was  content  that  the  yeas  and  nayi 
shonld  be  taken.  Ss  aenUmenls  were  known 
already.     His  name  abonld  stand  among  th* 

Mr.  GiLis  stid,  that  th«m  had  been  an  echo 
from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the  Honae  that  hia 
amendment  was  trifling.  Was  it  conmstent  fbr 
the  gentleman,  who  had  be^  np  for  half  an 
honr,  to  spend  so  mnoh  tdme  upon  a  queeti<n, 
and  then  oonclade  by  telling  the  Hoaaa  that  it 
was  nothing ;  that  he  had  been  talking  for  ao 
Icmg  a  time  npon  a  sobjeot  that  did  not  merit 
their  attention  I  What  kind  of  reaaoning  waa 
this,  or  how  did  the  gentleman  propose  to  r» 
concile  itt  Waa  it  oonsiatent  witn  the  wanntli 
which  had  been  disoovered,  to  say  that  oil  thia 
discDseion,  all  this  length  of  time,  had  bean 
oonsnmed  npon  nothing  t  Bnt  thia  kind  of  lan- 
guage had  KHnelUng  more  asrioiis  In  it,  fbr  thli 
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prohltution  (tf  nobilit;  foiTHd  ona  (rf  thej^iULttn 
of  Ota  ooMtitution ;  u  thit  to  osQ  ft  prmciple 
reoognised  and  turned  bj  the  oonMitnttan  a 
trifle,  or  Diotliiiig,  and  m  on,  waa  a  y«rj  no- 
(oarded  proaeeding.  AboUmt  aotaUe  arga- 
meut  agumt  agreeiiic  U>  hie  amendtMDt  bad 
been,  that  the  people  Jraady  deteated  nolnlitj  eo 
tboroogfalj  that  it  wu  not  worth  while  to  paaa 
this  amendmeiiti  u  their  hatred  <^  it  would  pot 
an  end  to  it  wiliiont  a  law.  It  was  enough  that 
•the  two  principal  reMona  agunet  his  amend- 
ment, were,  flrsL  that  it  waa  aothwited  b;  the 
oojubtation,  end  aeoondlr,  that  it  woold  be 
agreeeUe  to  the  pec^le.  It  ii  itrangei  tliat  the 
will  of  tlM  pedpkk  who  eeod  oa  here,  m  to  have 
no  infloenoe  in  this  Hooee,  but  ia  to  be  turned 
into  an  argimeDt  against  paaaing  a  law  I  lb. 
G.  would  adhere  to  bia  amendment,  beoanw, 
•a  the  law  now  sUnda,  there  b  nothing  to  hin- 
der a  foreipier  with  a  title  to  beoome  an  Amec- 
kan  dtiian,  end  obtain  a  eeet  in  this  Booae, 
and  hold  both  bis  (rfBce  and  bia  title.  Ur.  G. 
next  answered  a  part  of  the  tiguntot  of  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  that  making  people  renoonee  their 
titlei  would  onl;  riTet  tbur  attaohment  to  them, 
and  make  them,  perb^M,  think  of  these  thing*, 
when  otherwise  the;  would  have  been  ftHwotten. 
ill.  O.  sud,  it  was  qoite  a  new  kind  of  argu- 
ment, thu  to  renouDoe  a  thing,  waa  the  we;  to 
me  it  ezistenee.  If  this  mle  were  to  hold,  he 
believed  that  some  membcn  of  the  Hotose 
would  reuooooe  thiius  which  thej  ver;  mooh 
wanted.  For  examine,  he  himsdf  sbonld  poe- 
aiblT  renounce  a  hnndred  thousand  dtjlsra.  As 
to  tLe  call  for  jeas  and  naTa,  be  had  acwae  time 
ago  iuframed  the  Home  that  he  gave  vp  this 
point  The  thing  oould  not  aflbot  him,  uther 
4me  ws;  or  another,  becanse  his  seotimMitt  were 
already  known. 

Mr.  Tbaot  rupvUed  that  so  mneb  time  ihonld 
be  loet  on  trimog  eabjects.  We  had  eeui  the 
ITetiouBl  Oonvention  of  Fnnoe  diminish  their 
digoit;,  hy  sjpending  three  or  firar  daT*  on  the 
bnsiness  cf  Kivina  a  name  to  the  late  Dnke  of 
Orleans,  and  benUr  had  the;  Gniahed,  by  giving 
him  the  noew  of  Egalit^  before  in  suMomm  he 
beoemesobadthatthejoathisheMloff.  What 


onving  his  Mow-<dtiuDS  I  Mr.  T.  aaid  he  was 
fiillj  ocmvinoed,  and  had  been  so  frcon  the  be- 
rinning  of  the  debate  (« the  Natonliaation  bill, 
utat  a  length  of  time  was  the  only  velneble 
probation  of  an  alien,  and  the  oaij  sacoeaafol 
mode  of  discerning  his  prindples,  and  the  jos- 
tice  and  propriety  of  his  oUim  to  be  natoralixed. 
Be  thought  the  sentiments  of  the  mntleman 
Jtoia  Tlrginia  (Mr.  Gius)  were  hi^ily  oom- 
meudable,  when  he  said  we  ought  to  avtM  ex> 
fremee  in  polities,  and  adopt  a  sober  medium  of 
[political  reasoning,  suited  to  the  steady  and  ra- 
tional tamper  of  Americans,  equally  removed, 
on  the  one  hand,  from  tyranny,  and  on  the 
other  £rom  anarchy.  And  he  would  ask,  whe- 
ther «  solemn  BitjnntiMi  (tf  all  foreign  allegiai)ce, 
with  ^roob  of  a  good  mwal  ehanoter,  and 


attachment  to  the  prlndplea  of  01 
would  not  secure  us,  as  to  tlie  priaeiplea  of  tk 
heart,  as  thoroogbly,  witboot  tfae  Cuee  of  i^ 
nounctng  his  litk,  si  with  itt  He  BfiiMJiwri 
title^  in  this  eountry,  a*  very  empty,  wtiwsi 
ing  things;  and  they  would  go  into  ditnea  if 
tfaemselvee,  having  no  solid  siqtport,  either  is 
the  habits  or  oonstitoti(m  ot  this  caanbj.  Btf, 
by  the  OonstitDtkm  «tf  the  United  States,  aq 
citizen mit^treenveandeiyoy  atitle&omaiw- 
dgn  prinoe  or  sovereign^,  and  Ooagrew  oeaU 
not  prevent  it.    The  woids  of  the  oonetitnlim 

"No  tiOi  of  BaUHly  ilull  be  gmnted  b  Ik 
D^ted  Stetat;  and  M  panra  boUbg  imj  t^etd 
pnA  o  tnut,  aodai  them,  ibsll,  witboot  Ae  i  iM 
of  CongTBM,  soeapt  aay  fHwnt,  ■nwlmeeB^  dba, 
or  litla,  of  uy  kind  wbM«v«v,  bon  ei^  Kjh^  Pibb^ 
or  fanign  Stats." 

Mr.  T.  supposed  it  was  eiear  that  Oo^iv 
had  no  power  respecting  this  matter,  but  wfaat 
was  expressly  delemtea  by  the    owwfa" 
and  [hat  had  given  toem  a  dieek  only  (xt 


retun  a  tctr^ga  title  if  he  pleased.  And  aa 
eliea  migtit^  even  if  thu  atncndment  aheold 
pesi,  renouBoe  his  title,  become  natnralieed,  ni 
in  an  hour  aeo^t  of  the  si 


tNta  uij  Gamfft  Prinoe,  and  i 
make  no  lave  to  prevent  it.    If  it  b 
tlutt  our  dtlaens  can  receive  and  tt^oj  titlea,  it 
is  a  eonstitutional  one;  Oonmaearenot  hlaa- 
able  tot  it,  but  they  would  be  Us 


that  there  oould  be  do  danger  ii  . 

flmn  titlea;  they  were  nniversally  oixnidared  an 
trifle^  and  it  would  be  digni^ing  them  toa 
mach  to  Ic^ialate  about  thwo.  He  aiked  ibm 
gentleman  who  brou^t  forward  this  moticai, 
whether  tt  waa  not,  m  a  measure,  a  departtn 
frran  his  fbnner  dedarstion,  of  sober,  n&mai 
temper,  in  politios,  to  inaat  so  much  upon  iti 
inmortoneeashe  didf  He  waa  awry  the  yeaa 
and  nays  were  iuisted  upon  with  so  mntk 
spirit;  it  looked  like  por^,  in  a  very  nnimpcr- 
tant  mottff :  he  did  aot  mean  to  ooeuse  any  BUD, 
or  men,  and  mentioi»d  it  with  dilBdeaoe,  bntU 
really  stnek  bia  mind  in  this  way.  Xnah  had 
been  said  about  adhering  to  the  oonstitntiaa 
sbdotly,  on  former  oooadmia;  but,  from  many 
things  ssid  now,  it  seemed  as  thon^  there  waa 
no  esfe^  for  the  people,  unless  the  Eooae  of 
B^resentotivea  ebeorbed  the  whole  govern- 
mental power.  Mr.  T.  ssld,  if  that  Heuss 
should  beeome  ptdiiioal  cannilMl^  and  atteoqit 
to  devour  both  the  other  bnuMbea  of  the  Le^ 
latnn^  be  would  oppose  it,  whrtber  it  was  vup- 
nlar  or  not,  fix  he  eoiuidered  the  oanatilntMmal 
diecks  of  the  braDChea  (tf  this  Government, 
upon  one  another,  as  oontalning  the  moat  ocm- 
plete  eecnrity  for  liber^  that  any  peo^  eould 
eqjoy.  If  his  oonatmotion  waa  a  Jost  one^  Ur. 
T.  titou^t  the  amendment  oonid  do  no  good; 
it  formed  a  test  which  mi^t  make  ^pooite^ 
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Mr.  SnwwiOK. — Has  it  not  twen  fldd  that 
there  waa  a  party  in  the  United  States,  not  only 
tar  aristocrBo;,  but  eren  for  monarohy  1  Is  not 
tile  [absent  A  most  favorablfl  opportonitT  for 
hoMbig  Dp  these  people  to  popalw  reeentmentt 
He  wu  convinced  that  the  gentleman  who 
moved  this  amendment  had  no  dedgn  ot  doing 
toj  inch  thin^  bnt  that  did  not  leoeen  the  re- 
ality. He  and  that  Mr.  Giixa  had  brought 
geotiemen  into  a  dilemma,  irhioh  he  did  not,  or 
would  not  see.  They  bad  at  flrct  opposed  the 
motion,  as  trifling,  and  this  thej  had  a  right  to 
do.  Tie  member  (Mr.  Oilss)  then  tnov^  his 
can  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  sad  if  gentlemen 
who  had  aJroady  spoken  aounst  tiie  amend- 
ment, were  now  to  draw  hack,  and  vote  for  It, 
they  woold  betray  a  dlagraoeM  poverty  of  spir- 
it. Their  ooostitaoita  would  «ty  that  th^ 
votes  hod  been  given  in  Urrorem  of  the  yeas 
■nd  nays.  The  motiveH  for  poshing  this  call 
coald  be  nothing  else  but  to  stigmatize  members 
af  that  Honse^  as  wanting  to  introdnce  a  no- 
Uli^,  whereas  they  opposed  the  amendment  on 
no  snch  acoonnt,  but  merely  becanse  it  was  not 
worth  their  taking  up.  As  to  himseIC  he  did 
not  care.  He  could  not  wish  to  stand  better 
with  hit  constituents  than  he  actually  did.  He 
WIS  well  known  to  them.  Bat,  in  other  qnar- 
ten  of  Uie  oontiDent,  it  might  be  said  that  the 
Eistem  States  were  Tepreeeoted  by  ariatocratB. 
Ifthisbeadedrable  ol^ect,  Kaid  Hr.S.,  inQod's 
mine,  let  gentlemen  persist  in  calling  for  the 
jess  and  naya.  It  will  bo  said,  "There  go  the 
Eastern  aristocrats  t  They  want  to  import  no- 
UBty  here,  when  it  can  no  longer  exist  in 
Inrope  I "  Mr.  B.  said,  that,  at  first,  he  gave  bnt 
Bttie  oppoeition  to  the  amendment,  thinking  it 
frivolons.  He  repeatedly  declared,  upon  his 
honor,  that  lie  flrmly  beBeved  it  to  be  bo,  and 
that  be  had  no  other  reason  for  opposing  it.  If 
he  had  been,  upon  this  occasion,  warmer  than 
ODil,  be  was  sorry  for  it;  bnt  the  misobievoDB 
and  nnoonciliating  conaaqnenoee  of  tliis  coll  tor 
the  Teas  and  nays,  had  hnrt  him  eioeedinsly. 

1&.  Muiisoir  denied  the  aasertion  of  Wi. 
SimwiOK,  tliat  the  amendment  wae  trifling; 
■nd  the  mHsbor  himself  seemed  to  betray,  b; 
hit  behavior,  a  oonscioDanesa  that  be  had  not 
^omoted  concfliation.  An  abolition  of  titles 
was  essential  to  a  BepnbUoan  revolntion.  and 
therefbre  snch  an  abolition  had  been  highly 

ner  in  France.  '  The  sons  of  flia  CHncinnati 
d  not  have  Inbertted  th«r  honors,  and  yet 
the  ndnda  of  Ae  Americans  were  nmversuly 
dimstcd  with  the  institntion,  and  in  paitionlar, 
is  Booth  Oarolina;  yst  a  member  from  that 
State  Ob.  W.  Smith)  has  told  the  Honse  that 
bii  constittients  were  nnder  no  fean  of  aristoo- 
lacy,  and  that  they  could  hear  titles  without 
(motion.  Even  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Sonth 
OaroHna  had  toM  the  Cincinnati  that  tbeae  dis- 
tiDothnia  on^t  to  be  laid  aside. 
Mr.  HnxBotai  thooght  It  qidte  MToloia  to 


spend  time  npon  the  motion.  That  was  aH  hia 
objeotJon.  It  had  been  said  thM,  allowing  the 
amendment  to  be  tiifling,  yet  it  was  no  bann 
to  make  an  idle  law,  and  that  therefbre  it  shonld 
be  agreed  to  for  the  sake  of  oonciUatfon.  Sup- 
posing a  man  to  make  a  wiU,  bequeathing  a 
utrndred  thousand  guineas,  when  he  was  not 
worth  a  shilling,  there  would  be  one  serioua 
efihot  at  least,  for  it  woold  make  the  testator 
rMionlona.  To  legislate  for  tbe  sake  of  expreee- 
ing  a  sentiment,  waa  very  tUtr,  and  what  ha 
never  should  agree  to.  If  Hr.  Oiua  would 
make  an  amendment  incapacitating  all  foreign- 
ers whatever  tnan  holding,  upon  any  account, 
a  civil  office  in  America,  Mr.  H.  would  agree 
with  tiim,  becanse  he  did  not  want  to  see  any 
vt  them  in  snoh  offices,  and  conceived  that 
Americans  could  legislate  for  themsdvee  nraoli 


that  Hoose  called  for  the  yaas  and  nays,  it  was 
a  rule  with  him  to  rise  aid  second  the  motion, 
becanse  the  people  had,  npon  all  ocoadons,  a 
right  to  know  th^  votea;  and  even  if  only  one 
member  desires  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken, 
Mr.  L.  ooncwved  that  it  ought  to  be  done,  as 
the  thing  was  in  itself  so  highly  proper.  Since 
he  had  tbe  honor  of  a  seat  in  that  Hoose,  there- 
fore, he  had  always  seconded  every  call  for 
yeas  and  nays,  that  tbe  public  might  understand, 
as  ftilly  aa  poasible,  what  they  were  about,  and 
how  their  votes  went.  He  said  that  11  was  ex- 
tremely improper  to  ascribe  wrong  motivea 
when  gentlemen  supported  a  call  fiw  yeaa  and 
naya.  It  was  saorifldng  (iie  dignity  of  the 
House  to  cast  oat  each  insinnatiiHis.  When  the 
call  had  once  been  made  and  agreed  to,  It  would 


exception,  a  ririit  to  know  what  their  Repre- 
sentativee  weredmng,  and  how  they  were  voting, 
and  be,  fbr  one,  ahonid  adhere  to  the  oaU. 

Hr.  W.  BuTB  said,  that  be  had  already  put 
.  qnestion  which  nobodv  had  answered,  and  on 
that  account  be  shonla  now  rise  and  pot  it 
agtun.  What  are  the  emigrant  nobffity  to  re- 
nonnoet  When  they  come  into  this  oonntry, 
they  poesesB  not  one  privil^^  which  is  not  poe- 
sened  by  eveiy  body  else.  He  had  expected 
that  the  gentleman  from  Viivinia,  (Mr.  UnjsJ 
when  last  np,  would  have  enlained  this  mattw, 
but  be  bad  not  done  it.  The  great  bugbear 
waa,  last  a  ei-dMoiU  Lord  mar  nt  a  seat  here, 
and  Oiat  somebody  may  call  him  My  Lord. 
But,  even  after  von  have  got  his  reonnoiation 
of  nobility,  if  otner  people  choose  to  give  bitn 
his  titles,  yon  oan  ndther  hinder  nor  punish 
them;  so  that  the  amendment  ia  to  all  prao- 
tical  Intents  and  pmpoaes,  absolutely  useless 
and  nngatorv.  Bcnie  membera  of  this  Honse 
belong  to  the  order  of  Cincinnati.  If  they 
come  here  with  badges  at  their  bntton-holes, 
can  you  forbid  themf  He  wished  that  gentle- 
men would  show  what  was  to  be  renounced. 
There  was  nothing  at  all  to  renonDOCk  Hie 
whole  amendmuit  la  totally  ftttik. 
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Ml.  Dmxtsb  tiMn  roM,  bat  the  fiooae  bact 
beooms  K>  iiBMti«Dt  for  th«  qnesdoii,  that  he 
VH  heud  with  diflonl^.  He  onlf  waoled  U> 
uk  whether  the  nil  icr  yeaa  and  nafa  was 
vitbdrawn  or  nott 

llr.  MoDowxLL  Hdd  that  he  bad  tiif&j  io- 
fhrmed  Um  Howe  that  he  ihonld  inriit  on  the 
eall. 

llr.  Ama  then  aiked,  whether  H  waa  not 
competent  to  pot  the  previooa  qneition,  via; 
Shall  this  oall  be  now  takenl 

The  &SAXKB,  in  replj,  uiA,  that  aooOTdiw 
to  hia  judgment,  the  preTiooa  qoeetion  oonld 
bare  bem  regolarlj  taken  upon  anj  topio  what 
•Ter,  which  pradnoed  a  debate ;  bnt  the  Honse, 
b7  K  raoent  dwMon,  bad  determined  that  the 
preriooa  qneedtm  eoold  not  be  ngnlarlj  taken 
won  an  amendment. 

Be  was  tbea  asked,  whether  the  oall  oT  yet- 
tetdi^  waa  valid  to^d^,  or  if  it  waa  neoeaaarj 
fiMrthemembwstoriseoreragaial  Ut.Sbds- 
wiox  waa  daarij  of  this  omnion;  In  which  the 
SPBuna,  after  soma  oonnderation,  ocmenrred, 
IB  MMue  MntlemMi  had  deserted  the  call,  and 
he,  in  reaBtv,  did  not  know  whether  a  fifth  part 
of  the  membara  w<nild  aowOTt  a  oaU  or  not. 

It  waa  thm  ■nggaated,  that  there  oonld  not 
be  a  aeoond  oalL  tf  &e  flrat  waa  disjointed ; 
and  some  gentleman  said,  that  he  hoped  no 
member  wonld  insist  on  a  thing  so  extremely 
distreaung  to  the  fbelingi  of  many  members. 
Several  gantiemen  had  now  attempted  to  nMsk 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  mieobieroiu  and  nn- 
ocHKiiliBting  effects  of  the  cell  were  enomerated 
with  maoh  emphsas. 

ICr.  Kbw  at  last  eame  fcKwud,  and  declared 
that  he  moved  for  a  oalL  Kr.  HoDowxu.  ui^ 
the  same. 

Hr.  StDfiwicK  then  rcae  again.  He  ^>pealed 
to  the  House,  that,  alooe  he  bad  a  seat  in  Oon- 
greas,  be  had  never  troabled  them  with  a  oall 
more  than  a  very  ftw  times;  aod  he  affirmed, 
npon  his  honw,  that  he  never  had  moved  for 
the  yeas  and  naya  at  all,  noleas  he  waa  uuoer- 
tun  how  the  votes  4^  the  Hoose  wonld  go. 
Kit  the  gentlemen  who  now  moved  for  the  mU 
had  not  this  •sonae.  Thqr  knew  very  well  that 
they  would  carry  their  point,  and  that  by  a 
large  majori^;  to  that  the  tnaiating  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  could  arise  only  from  a  deogn  1 
that  gentlecnen  who  voted  againat  the  ameAd- 
ment  ahoold  be  held  ont  to  the  pabllo  as  wanl> 
ing  to  inb«dnoe  a  nobility.  He  owed  littJe  to 
Kr.  G1LB8  for  having  withdrawn  bis  motion, 
when  otheiH  wero  so  ready  to  renew  it. 

llr.  Nnw,  on  hearing  these  remarks,  declared 
that  he  should  withdraw  bis  motion,  sinoe  ao 
maoh  had  been  said  about  it. 

ICr.  BLomrr  then  rose,  and  said  that  it  was 
needless  to  waste  time,  fbr  the  yeas  aad  nj^ 
most  and  sboold  be  tskeo. 

Twenty-three  members  seoonded  his  motion, 
and  the  Spuxxr  declared  that  the  pdut  woe 
now  determined, 

Ur.  Dbxiib  next  rose,  and  observed  that  he 
had  withdrawn  bia  ameudment,  ondBr  a  hope 


would  not  be  taken.  Bnt  nnoa  U 
been  refWd,  he  ahoold  move  it  a^ain,  and  have 
the  yeaauid  n^  upon  that  Ukewe,  aod  b«inK 
the  other.  He  went  over  the  beaten  gro«nd  of 
the  bad  eoBseqnenoea  of  holding  noembara  np  ta 
popular  resentment. 

Mr.  Vnuu  sold,  that  if  th«  gontlema 
wn«  so  diipoeed,  he  should  willing  try  tfat 
question  at  once  on  this  motion,  wilJioat  faithv 
Inveatigation  about  it. 

On  sailing  over  the  names,  there  vere,  on  & 
amendment  of  Mr.  Dnzixn — yeas  SB,  naya  CL 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  GnJn  waa  ttteo  talaa 
npt  and  determined  in  the  affirmatjva — jtmtA, 
naya  89. 

Ord^«i,  That  the  said  Ml.  with  the  anwd 
manta  agreed  to,  be  reoomndtted  to  Mr.  Muf 
aoH,  Mr.  Dam,  and  Mr.  Caksb. 

MomuT,  January  B. 
Thcucu  Bfbiiw,   from  Maryland,   ^pena^ 
and  took  his  seat  in  Uie  House, 

MoMDAT,  January  IS. 

The  House  resolved  ilaelf  into  a  Comi^ttas 

of  the  whole  House,  cm  the  bill  fhMDD  the  Benats, 

entitled  "  An  sot  to  anthwiie  the  aattlement  tf 

the  claim  of  SamoelPritdean;''  aAd,aftarsaBi 

int  therein,  the  oonmuttee  roae  and  re- 


time spei 
ported  pi 


received  from  the  F 
Tax  UirmD  Bxaix^  laying  before  Ocogrtaa, 
for  their  oooHideratMnj  the  oopy  cS  a  lettw  frm 
the  Secretary  of  War,*  aoeompanied  by  an  ei- 
traot  from  a  memorandum  of  lame*  Seegrove^ 
Agent  dT  Indian  Afbirs.  The  Message  and 
papers  were  read : 

Mr.  Muani.T  then  moved  that  the  Hessi^ 
should  be  referred  tothesameOommitteeof  the 
whole  House,  to  which  bad  be«k  referred  tha 
memorial  from  the  in^ahjf-nnf  (rf  the  South- 
weetam  Territory. 

Mr.  NicHOLU  ot^eoted  strongly  to  thia  mo- 
tii»,  an  showing  too  mnoh  deference   to  the 
Heads  of    the    Bepsrtments,     The  pi^tw  in 
1  oa^t  not  to  have  been  aent  to  the 

Mr.  UuBXAT  deteided  bia  motaoo.    He  ia- 

ijuired  bow  the  gentleman  propoeed  to  set  in- 
[umation !  Was  be  to  mannfactore  it  hinndC 
or  in  what  way  oonld  he  better  obtain  it  flian 
from  the  Hasds  of  the  Departmentst  Ha  hsd 
not,  for  hla  own  part,  that  roeoies  of  jeahxiayi/ 
them  which  the  gentleman  last  op  had. 

Mr.  NiOBOLU  rqMsted  hie  arpuaents  with 
some  warmdi.  He  add  that  the  letto-  Awn  ths 
late  Seoretsry  at  War  waa  not  official,  bnt  <A- 
oioos.  It  had  a  pardonlar  aspect  wbidi  should 
forbid  its  getting  any  such  mark  ot  attention. 
It  waa  nutcier  more  nor  leas  than  a  oommeBtaty 
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OB  aome  of  Qm  prooHdiiigi  of  the  lost  amaon 
of  Oangrtea,  If  thia  wu  rwMTed,  we  might 
•xpeot    the   t>bl*  to    ba  he^wd   -with  anoh 

Mr.  SsDOWiOK  oonld  fmII;  bm  no  rewoo  to 
reject  the  motiOD.  The  Pbhowst  bad  nn- 
doiibt«dl7  a  right  to  wnd  the  oommamo&tiDn. 
The  auttieot  wm  oonftsaedly  of  the  Dtnioft  im- 
p<»tsDoe.  The  maub«r  uked,  if  the  Hoiue  were 
to  clow  their  nnderetindinsa,  and  reftise  ill  in- 
fonn&tion  from  that  qosrterf  ^repeated  that 
be  oonld  we  no  grooiid  of  aoj  tort  for  refbdng 
DCHweDt  to  the  moUon. 

Hr.  QiuB  was  eqnallj  diaaatiafled  with  the 
nutter  of  thia  letter,  and  with  the  manner  in 
vhii^  it  had  been  istntdDoed  into  the  Bouse. 
They  were  both  emiallr  ezo^itionable.  The 
letter  had  «ome  wiuont  any  oall.  It  was  an 
Executive  comment  <m  a  Legwlative  prooeeding. 
It  waa  a  defence  of  a  meaanre  adcmted  b;  l£« 
Senate,  and  it  condemned  by  imi^cadtoi  anothw 
ol  that  Honae.  To  Hr.  O.  it  waa  a  very  extra- 
ordinary paper.  The  Ptaaanan  was  not  to  be 
nippoeed,  however,  anawerable  for  the  propriety 
of  its  ooutenls.  He  shoold  be  veiT  Dnwimng  to 
take  any  notioe  of  tliis  paper  at  all.  It  had  been 
f  natly  remarked  that  it  waa  a  comment  od  trans- 
aottona  of  the  laat  aeenon.  A  seotioB  of  a  bill 
paaaad  in  the  Senate  last  wmon,  and  rejected  by 
ttie  Honae  of  BepreaentatiTea,  waa  meerted  In  it, 
and  recommended.  This  PiU>er  might  operate 
▼ery  materially  on  the  deUberations  at  the 
House.  This  waa  a  very  bad  precedent.  The 
Execntive  bad  nothing  to  do  with  any  qaeatioo 
depending  before  the  Le^slatort^  aod  conse- 
qnently  had  no  oobaaon  to  aend  gaoh  a  thing. 

Hr.  BoLTiii  imagined  that  the  gratleman  from 
Kaiyland  (Mr,  McaRar)  had  extended  hia  mo- 
tion too  far.  It  on^t  to  have  oomprebeoded 
only  the  taking  into  consideration  the  Meeaage 
of  the  Pbicu>kiit. 

Mr.  MuBBAT  oomplained  of  the  a^ri^  of  ex- 
preaaion  employed  bv  agentleman  fVom  Vir^oia. 
(Mr.  NioHOUB.)  Not  offldal  bot  offieiooa,  and 
the  inteltigenoe  artifidal,  were  phrases  to  which 
be  objected.  The  gentleman  might  have  hi^er 
■onroes  of  infinmaaon  than  he  had.  Mr.  M.  was 
williag  to  take  npwith  information  wherever  he 
oonld  get  it,  and  ae  ooold  have  it  nowhere  with 
more  propriety  than  tnm  the  national  servants. 
It  was  no  good  reaaon  to  r^ect  information 
merely  beoanse  we  bad  not  asked  for  it.  Mr. 
GiLiB  had  given  a  piece  of  intelligence  which 
lb-.  H.  said  was  to  him  entirely  new,  viz. ;  that 
when  the  Boose  wanted  informalioa,  it  wasone 
of  their  roles  not  to  refer  for  it  to  the  Heads  of 
D^iartmenta.  The  topic  was  great  and  impor- 
tant, and  the  House,  Wore  they  rise,  moBt  ex- 
amine in  general  into  the  situation  of  the  Sontb- 
weatern  frontier,  and  onr  terms  with  the  Indians. 
Mr,  M.  aaid,  that  the  delegate  frcm  the  Bonth- 
westem  territory  ^£r.  WHm)  woold  certainly 
be  glad  to  obtain  uie  informatioii  conveyed  in 
thia  paper.  If  any  gentleman  wonld  pomt  oat 
any  other  way  by  which  the  House  ooold,  witb- 
ont  abaordity,  get  fVom  the  FxxaroKiiT  the  In- 


fonnatioa  contained  in  thla  latter,  Mr,  M.  should 

be  willing  to  adopt  it. 

Mr.  BouDiRoi  waa  entirely  satisfied  both  m 
to  the  propriety  of  the  matter  oontained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary,  and  as  to  the  manner  la 
which  it  had  been  introdnoed  into  that  Hons& 
That  the  PaBeioKNT  had  a  right  to  consoJt  the 
Heads  of  Departmenta,  there  oonld  be  no  kind  <^ 
donbt.    Mr.  Boddinot  then  read  the  following 


Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  ai^ 
Navy  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  of  the  militia  ^ 
the  several  States.  He  may  require  the  opinion, 
in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the 
Eiecotive  Departments,  opoo  any  subject  relat- 
ing to  the  dntisB  of  their  respeotire  ofacee."  Mr. 
B.  defended  the  Message  in  all  its  ciroumstanoei, 
and  in  the  most  pointed  terms.  It  waa  par- 
feotly  proper,  and  peonliarly  ao  at  this  tun& 
By  the  conadtation,  and  by  the  rolee  and  prao- 
tioe  of  the  House,  the  Pbmdxnt  had  a  right  to 
t4ter  bia  advice  r«^ardii]g  Legislative  acts. 

Mr,  W.  Shith  had  seen  mnob  needleai  Jeal- 
onsy  in  the  Honae  towards  Heads  of  Depart- 
menta; andthepreeent  be  thoQghtarefinement 
on  that  ride.  Inere  had  been  two  objections  to 
the  oommnnication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  one  as  to  the  matter,  and  the  other  aa  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  waa  introdnoed  to  the 
House:  as  to  the  latter,  it  waa  sdd  to  have 
been  obtroded  unasked.  In  this  last  objecljon 
Mr.  8.  saw  nothing.  Ho  read  a  precedent  from 
the  Joamals,  which  he  insisted  to  be  exactly 
similar,  and  where  Mr.  NioHoi.is  himself  had 
been  one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  examine 
and  report.  As  to  the  matter,  we  mi^t  aa 
reasonably  object  to  the  Speeches  of  the  Psm- 
DXNT,  reminding  the  Honae  of  bosiness  which 
had  be«i  before  tbeni,  or  recommending  anb* 
Jects  to  their  notice.  He  considered  the  ot{jeo- 
tiona  of  both  sorts  as  entirely  unfounded. 

Mr.  MADtsoD'  reoonunended  the  alteraticm 
fluggeetod  by  Mr.  HoLxsir,  for  restricting  the 
motion  of  commitment  to  the  Message  of  the 
PRaawasT,  and  not  to  take  any  notioe  of  the 
letter  from  the  Secmtaiy,  which  he  conridered 
a^  in  itself;  extremely  improper.  It  ooold  not 
be  meant  aa  information,  and  the  Hoose  had  no 
oooaaon  to  take  advice  from  the  Seoretaiy. 
The  letter  Itself  looked  more  like  a  forced  thing, 
than  any  which  he  recollected  to  have  seen 
since  the  establishment  of  the  oonstitntion.  The 
ant^ect,  however,  waa  delicate.  The  Pbxsi- 
SBKT  bad  an  ondoubted  right  to  give  advice  or 
information  in  any  way  which  he  tbooght  beat 
It  waa  totally  ill-Jadged  in  the  Secretary  to  have 
conveyed  his  opinion  in  the  very  words  of  a 
clanse  in  a  bill  that  bad  passed  through  the  Sen- 
ate last  seetdon,  and  been  r^ected  in  that  House. 
The  oommonioation  translated  into  plain  lan- 
goage  amounted  to  this :  "The  Senate  last  sea- 
sion  had  more  wisdom  than  this  Hoose,  and  It  ts 
proper  for  this  Hoose  to  recon^der  its  prooeed- 
ings,  and  improve  by  the  superior  wudom  ni 
the  Senate."  Due  ren>ect  sbonld,  however,  be 
paid  to  the  Meeaage  of^tbe  PaiBtDZHT.  It  oiiglit 
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to  be  taken  into  oooridenition,  and  Mr.  H.  was 
oot  williDg  to  cut  obstmotifHu  in  ita  waj,  or 
to  make  oeedleM  oUeotions. 

Ur.  Dattok  Bal£  thathe  was  for  roferring 
tbe  Report  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  with  the 
pKisiDBNT'a  Heesage,  to  the  Oommitt^e  of  the 
Whole,  and  that  coiueqaeadj'  be  waa  against 
striking  out  the  worda  which  expreesed  that  in- 
tention. If^  \>j  omitting  to  take  an^  notice  of 
ttie  Report  of  the  Becretary,  it  was  meant  to 
reject  t^ie  information  on  aeconnt  of  the  aonrce 
from  which  it  name,  it  argued  such  a  degree  of 
JealotiE;  and  diatmst  aa  ^>peared  both  onrea- 
aonable  aod  anoonetitDtioiul  If,  on  the  oon- 
tnry,  tbe  ol^eot  waa  not  bo  mnch  to  reject  it, 
I,  bj  the  manner  of  referring  the  Heaaage,  to 


nora  decidedly  averse  to  the  modificadon  pro- 
posed. Be  lamented  it  as  an  mihappj  circnm- 
atanoe  for  this  oonntry,  that  the  gentleman  who 
waa  lately  tbe  Head  of  the  War  Department 
had  thought  proper  to  redgn.  That  gentleman 
had  executed  the  complicated  and  Important 
dotiea  of  his  offloe  with  leal,  fidelity,  and  abil- 
ity, and  ought  to  be  prolected  itom  any  pro- 
pcdtion  or  remark  which  glanoed  unfavorably 
at  him,  or  might  wound  hla  feelings  at  the  mo- 
mmt  of  his  leaving  qb.  Mr.  D.  then  adduced 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  1T90, 
to  the  PsiarDEST,  on  the  snbject  of  the  militia 


mitted  to  him  a  plan  for  the 
tfae  militia.  The  Prbsidknt  sent  a  Meseage 
with  the  plan  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
What  were  the  steps  then  taken  in  that  parallel 
oaee  ?  Was  the  Message  then  alone  reftored  as 
tt  is  now  proposed  by  some  gentlemen  ?  The 
Jonmals,  on  tne  contrary,  prove,  tliat  the  Hee- 
sage and  plan  were  referrod  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whtde.  It  waa  possible,  Hr.  D.  added, 
tiut  the  present  Congress  might  deem  them- 
selves wiser  than  their  predecessors.  It  was 
possible  that  many  might  think  it  safest  to  shut 
their  ears  against  all  kinds  of  information  from 
the  Heads  of  Departmente,  or  even  from  the 
pRieiDmT  himself.  There  might  be  some  who 
wonld  be  willing  to  free  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  cert^  obligations,  or  shacldefl 
nnder  whioh  the  constitution  placed  them,  by 
tearing  out  a  leaf  from  that  instmment,  bat  he 
ventured  to  say  that  it  was  too  soon  yet  to  at- 
tempt it. 

Mr.  Shu.ie  complained  of  the  style  of  the  me- 
morial from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and,  as  a  spe- 
cimen, he  read  the  following  passage : 

"  It  ii  k  melancholy  reflection  tlmt  our  raodes  of 
papnimtion  have  been  more  desti-uctive  to  the  Indian 
nakvei  tluui  tbe  oondoot  of  ihe  conqiieron  of  Heiico 
aad  Pern.  Tlia  evideace  of  this  Is  the  ntter  extirpa- 
tion of  nearly  all  Ihe  Indiaiu  in  tbe  most  popoloiu 
peita  of  the  Union.  A  future  bistoriaa  may  mark 
the  cansei  of  tbU  deitruotion  of  tile  haman  race  in 
Mbla  colon.  Althou^  the  preHot  GoverumeDt  of 
the  Unilsd  StaCee  cannot  widi  propriety  be  iiiTolved 
io  the  opprotniom,  yst  it  seema  neoeaaaiy  however, 


aMw^  e 


:   if  thalr  jsMiaB,  that  m 


■rontier^  paiticalariy  tboaa  noth  of  Ihe  Ohio 

In  reading  the  above  extnct,  Mr.  M.  went  H 
fiulher  than  to  the  words  aoUs  eolon.  )[t.& 
^DTH  dedred  ttiat  he  Aonld  read  on,  thttlk 
House  might  hear  that  no  inajnoatjon  vai  ta- 
tended,  as  if  the  present  OovemmeDt  sf  tt* 
United  States  had  ooontenoooed  such  ratipa 
Mr.  Shiub  aaid,  that  be  knew  what  caoie  lim, 
hut  who  would  compare  the  first  settlen  • 
North  America  to  the  Spanianla,  who  AetavjA 
in  their  mines  thooaandaand  millions  of  thtli- 
dians,  and  whose  m/eaiiorj  had  been  oonapri 
to  the  exeoratkin  of  eentnrieal 

Ur.  Ajflta  roea.  Just  whan  be  had  begs 
speaUng,  there  came  In  s  message  fKm  di 
PBasroiKT  by  his  Secretary.  On  thi^  Hr.  1. 
observed,  that,  pei^u^n,  while  genikmea  •« 
now  q>eaking  ^lere  n^gfat  have  arisen  a  H* 
subject  of  di^te.  Perhaps  by  tbe  new  to- 
trine,  we  sboi^d  r^eot  all  aommnnicaIi(»a6<* 
that  quarter.  Tbe  measi^  having  been  Mif- 
ered,  Mr.  A.  went  aa  to  remai^  that  tiiniiq 
loose  the  American  militia  to  gnard  tbe  Bost^ 
western  frontier,  waa  a  system  of  daoftbitf.  (t 
desolation.  It  was  to  make  a  PoUer's  field  ■ 
hundred  thousand  miles  in  eitent  1  It  wk  i 
system  to  waste  the  blood  of  tbe  wbite  n^ 
and  to  extirpate  the  Indians.  The  militii ««( 
not  the  people  to  prevent  thoee  kind  of  isjiiriM 
agunst  the  Indians  which  were  the  cu»  i^ 
hoetjiities.  But  gentlemen  who  were  nor  » 
delicate  as  to  the  style  of  memorials,  would  d» 
wet],  if  they  extended  that  delicacy  to  oEb* 
memorials  whioh  bad  been  preeented  to  tW 
House,  and  ref^red  by  the  consent  rf  tbM 
ve^  members  to  select  oommitteee.  P*P^ 
hod  been  offered  to  that  House,  wberHo  ^ 
conduct  had  been  criminated  and  reprotntedii 
the  most  nnqnalified  language  of  det«stsl)iA 
Yet  gentlemen,  on  some  of  theec  ocrasio^ 
showed  no  resentment  Mr.  A.  ridiculed  Ikt 
idea  of  the  present  motion  as  istrodociDg  a  M^ 
and  dangerous  precedent.  The  oppoMtSoo  to  it 
came  exactly  nndw  that  deaoription,  for  it  ** 
a  direct  attack  upon  the  prinoiplee  of  Ihe  con- 
stitntion. 

Hr.  Frrmiiiom  approved  of  the  motioo.  B 
had  been  asked  if  tne  PBraDmr  was  re)foi» 
ble  fbr  the  contents  of  this  Report  from  tK 
Secretary  of  Warl  Mr.  F.  did  not  thiolai; 
but  if  he  had  not  commanicated  it,  the  ofgaW 
would  have  thought  him  responsible  fbr  ^ 
omisaioD.  The  Presisknt  had  a  right  tcMi 
advice  from  the  Heads  of  the  Departnw* 
Mr.  F.  never  know  a  message  firom  the  fW- 
DBMT  which  required  a  reference,  that  bad  1>«« 
refused  it.  As  a  matter  of  course,  m  a  m»it« 
of  right,  it  ought  to  bo  referred. 

Hr.  HUBB1.T  rose  and  read  that  paMgeJ 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary,  which  Mr.  » 
SioTB  had  desired  Ur.  Smtlix  to  read,  ud 
which  he  had  not  read,  phey  ««  iasertw 
both  together  at  Kill  Iwgth  aa  •bora.] 
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Hr,  Nicholas  mored  an  aroendment,  and 
irhtoh  was  teoonded,  Ibr  striking  ont  the  latter 
part  of  Qie  neolntioQ  proposed  by  Ur.  Ucbbat. 
litis  made  it  merely  a  reference  of  the  Meeaage 
from  the  Pbbsidsetf  to  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  and  omitted  all  notice  whatever  of  tlie 
Keport  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War, 

Mr.  BRDGWioxreallythoDghtthisaBqaeaintab- 
nen  for  which  he  taw  no  manner  of  fonndatioo. 

Ur.  GiLis  arose.  He  »aid  that  a  csntleinan 
tiora  UaasoohnBetts  had  assert«d  that  some 
membera  oonridered  the  whole  constitution  as 
«ntlrQly  In  this  Honee.  This  imputation  waa  a 
Uiing  of  so  serioos  a  natare,  that  Mr.  G.  wished 
ibe  gentleman  to  point  ont  the  person  to  whom 
be  nlhided.  If  it  resoected  Mr.  O.  himaelf,  the 
■MertioB  was  nnfonnded.  It  was  not  true.  He 
liad  the  higheet  respect  for  every  branch  of  the 
oonstltation.  This  wbs  a  oharge  freqnentlj 
nade  by  one  side  of  the  Hon«e.  Gentlemen 
had  oslled  the  contents  of  this  paper  informa- 
tion. He  saw  in  it  nothing  bnt  what  the  House 
bew  withont  tlie  aSGistance  of  the  Secretary. 
He  conradered  the  report  as  an  effort  upon  the 
<q>inlon  of  this  Honae,  as  an  attack  npon  its  in- 
dependence, and  that  in  a  very  indelicate  way. 
Be  thonght  the  r^wrt  in  all  respects  nnworthy 
of  the  notice  of  the  Honse.  He  hoped  that  this 
p^ter  would  not  be  committed,  but  that  the 
Veaasge  of  the  Phestsknt  woald  be  so. 

[The  passage  in  the  report  repeatedly  referred 
to  a*  having  been  borrowed  from  a  bill  passed 
in  the  Benate,  last  s«sBion,  is  in  these  words : 

"  That  an  penoni  who  aliall  be  uaambled,  at  em- 
bodied  in  ■rmi,  on  asj  landA  belonging  to  TnifUn^^ 
out  of  the  oi'dtnary  JQTudicCion  o[  any  State,  or  of  the 
Mnitoiy  wnth  of  the  Ohio,  for  the  pnipoM  of  war- 
ibg  against  the  Indian!,  or  committing  depredations 
npoD  any  Indian  town,  or  penons,  or  proper^,  diall 
tiMnl^  become  liable  and  mbjoct  to  tlie  ralea  and 
■stfclu  of  war,  wfaidi  an  or  diall  b«  eMabliihed  Ibr 
the  government  of  the  troopa  of  the  United  Stataa." 

Tills  was  a  section  of  a  bill  which  the  Senate 
passed  the  last  scsion,  entitled  "  An  act  for  tiie 
more  efiectnal  protection  of  the  Sonth-western 
frontiera,"  bnt  it  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
House.] 

Mr.  KirntBA  oonsiderod  this  as  entirely  a  dis- 
pnte  abont  words,  or  plainly  abont  nothing  at 
■n.  Gentlemen  from  Yii^nia  were  more  Jea- 
Ions  Of  the  Esecntive  than  even  the  constitntion 
itaelf.  Hr.  E,  was  satisfied  that  the  President 
bad  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  Legislativapro- 
oeedings  with  his  opinion  and  advice.  There 
■was  neither  principle  nor  precedent  for  the 
■mendment  of  Mr.  Nioholas.  The  diapnte  was 
inerely  abont  words,  because  if  the  Message  of 
tiie  Pbesident  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  report  in  question  would,  in  any 
caa^  be  referred  along  with  it 

MT.  Amss  rose  again  to  make  some  remarks 
on  tiie  danger  of  extending  too  far  the  privi- 

SM  of  the  House  of  Representatives  over  the 
er  House,  The  moment  that  this  House  is 
t&med  into  a  Oonvention,  there  is  an  end  of 
Hberty.     As  to  impropriety  and  indelicacy  of 


tyle,  h 


by  li 


he  could  wish  that  the  'cognitance  of 
jrs  might  extend  to  memorials  addressed 

the  House,  that  we  may  not  have  addreMea 
disreepectftal  to  it.  He  entirely  vindicated  the 
condnet  of  the  Pkksident  as  to  this  matter, 
and  saw  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his  having  made 
the  conunnnication  at  present  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  londlj  called  for;  but  Mr. 
NioHOLis  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ana  Would 
any  man  call  this  a  oommuntcation  from  the 
Eiecnlive?  Mr.  Akks  spoke  a  few  words  in  a 
low  tone  of  voioe.  Mr,  N.  proceeded,  "The 
gentleman  prevaricates."  "  I  prevaricate,  sir  1" 
rejoined  }b.  A.  Mr.  N.  said,  that  at  best  he 
went  off  ttom  the  point  As  to  the  precedent 
produced  by  Mr.  W.  Shttb,  it  was  qnite  inap- 
plicable. It  bore  no  resemblance  or  connection 
'  the  one  before  the  House.  The  other  adduced 
Mr.  Dattos  was,  he  admitted,  in  point.  But 

Lt  gentleman  would  admit  that  it  occurred 
in  the  infancy  of  the  constitution,  which  was 
an  ezense  for  it.  He  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment wonld  go  throngfa, 

Mr.  Tbaot  quot«a  something  which  Mr. 
KicaoLAB  had  Bud.  That  gentleman  imme- 
diately answered,  that  he  had  been  misquoted. 
I  know,  said  Mr.  Tbaot,  as  well  as  that  gentle- 
man, what  he  said.  Mr.  Nicholas  got  up  a 
second  time,  and  re{>eated  what  he  affirmed 
were  the  words  which  he  liad  really  spoken. 
He  did  not  say  so  before,  said  Mr.  Tkaot,  bnt  I 
am  content  that  he  ahonld  say  so  now.  I  oijy 
beg  that  he  may  not  interrupt  me.  As  to  the 
motion  for  striking  out  one-half  of  the  resolu- 
tion, Mr.  TsAOT  looked  npon  it  as  ont  of  all 
propriety.  The  Fkbsidbkt  had  sent  a  letter  of 
two  lines,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War.  To  refer  tSe  (brmer  without  the  latter, 
would  be  like  referring  to  any  person  the  super- 
scription of  a  letter,  bnt  adding,  at  the  same 
time,  you  must  not  look  at  the  innde  of  it  Mr. 
T,  did  not  care  from  whom  the  report  came. 
If  it  contained  useM  information,  that  was  all 
he  wanted  to  know.  And,  supposing  it  had ' 
been  sent  from  a  Democratio  society,  that  of 
itself  wonld  with  Mr.  T.  he  no  reason  to  refuse 
it  a  reference.  He  then  observed  how  mnoh 
more  defer^ce  had  been  p^d  by  that  House  to 
Democratio  Bocieties  than  was  now  p^d  by 
some  gentlemen  to  the  Pbebhibnt.  Mnch  care 
had  been  taken  that  a  rote  of  censure  should 
not  he  passed  on  them.  It  looked  as  if  gentle- 
men wanted  to  grasp  all  power  withm  this 
body.  The  amendment  was  wrong  in  point  both 
of  principle  and  practioe.  To  refer  a  mere  su- 
perscription, (for  the  letter  of  the  Pbesidbst 
was  nothing  more,)  would  took  strange  onongh. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  in  a  state  of 
hostility  with  common  sense. 

Mr.  LmAK  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
for  striking  out  the  words  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  motioa  He  thonght  it  improper  to  refer 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  the  report 
of  the  late  SeoretAry  of  War,  because  it  was  (rf 
an  amphibious  nature.  It  was  not  a  mere  offi- 
cial statement  of  supposed  taxitit,  bnt  the  reuon- 
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fng  cm  these  ftcta.  H*  iras  MniUe  thtt  preM> 
d^ta  ODuld  be  fonnd  <hi  the  Joonwl^  vhiab 
uoatimied  a  (xmiinilment  of  aiiiulBr  itporta; 
bnt,  for  bu  part,  be  bad  ever  tiumght  the  pne- 
tioe  improper,  and  be  rourt  meet  tbe  qnealion 
as  it  appecu^  to  him  He  «^d,  that  th»  omc 
Btitatioa  antbwiaed  the  PsEsiDKnT  <»  the 
Utoxd  Statbb,  naj,  it  made  it  a  da^  incnm- 
bent  OD  Mm,  to  give  iaformatioii,  from  time  to 
tune,  of  tbe  state  of  the  UoioD.  He  was  alao 
e<iaaU7  reii^red  to  aoggeot,  for  the  oooaiderft- 
tion  of  the  Hodm,  whatever  be  thoo^t  expedi- 
ent ;  bnt  them  waa  a  moet  material  dUbrenoe 
betweea  oommnnioatiiig  inibnnatioD,  and  argu- 
ment  or  inJbrenoes  dedooed  from  it.  The  ^- 
dal  infcvmaliDii  would  always,  without  doubt, 
be  reports  fhmi  the  different  departmania,  and, 
therefore,  voold  have  the  credit  and  weigjit 
which  was  due  to  it ;  but  whenever  plana  or 
argntnente  wen  oommnnioated,  thn^  iboold 
have  the  re^KHinbilitj  attached  to  urn  aigna- 
tore  ot  the  PKaamnm.  What  wai  the  oaae  in 
tbe  present  inatanoeT  Had  the  Executive 
avowed  tbe  plan  of  the  6ecretai7  of  War,  or 
bis  reasoning  t  He  was  persuaded,  from  the 
eommomeabon  itsdf^  that  the  FnaaiDKnT  did 
not  at  all  enMose  the  report  as  his  own  wishee 
or  opinion ;  for  there  was  nothing  In  the  Uewase 
Implying  uiat  the  report  had  been  officiallj 
jeqaired,  or  that  any  one  sentiment  waa  from 
the  high  anthoritj  of  the  Excontive.  Aa  to  tbe 
Becretai?  of  War,  Mr.  L.  had  a  r«(^>eot  for  bipi, 
and  believed  that  be  bad  discharged  the  dntiea 
of  bis  <Mee  with  ability  and  fld^ty,  bat  it  im- 
plied no  cenaore  to  decline  bearing  bis  ail- 
ments. All  that  tbe  Honse  wanted  vras  &ctB 
and  information.  Tbey  were  ^y  competent 
to  tbe  suitable  deductions.  As  to  the  oMerva- 
tion  of  his  colleague,  tbat  the  Honse  were 
^nidgicg  tbe  powers  of  the  Executive,  it  was 
so  tar  from  being  the  case,  they  were  only  re- 
olaiming  what  had  been  remitted  and  disosed ; 
and  he  bad  no  fears  Uiat  thej  would  abuse  it. 

Mr.  HiLLSoosE  tbosght  that  gentlemen  were 
ntrading  time  in  s  very  trifling  way.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  Honse  to  bear  information  from 
every  qnart«r.  He  was  Stfsiust  the  amendment. 

Ur.  J.  WutewOBTK  said,  that  some  gentlemen 
bad  been  offended  at  tbe  comparison  in  the  re- 
port between  the  North  Amenosn  setUere  and 
the  Spaniards.  Mr.  W.  remarkedj  that  if  gen- 
tlemen would  look  Into  two  histonans,  the  one 
of  Virginia  and  tbe  other  of  Kew  England, 
they  woold  see  bad  enongh  work.  If  the 
Spaniards,  or  any  other  nation  in  history,  bad 
acted  wone,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend what  th«r  prooeedinm  could  have  been. 
As  to  Pennsylvania  much  had  been  said  of  tbe 
purchases  from  tbe  Indiane  of  their  lands ;  but 
where  was  tbe  difference  between  abooting  an 
Indian  and  oatchinghim  in  a  trap  I  And,  as  to 
the  oondnct  of  the  Fennsylvanians,  when  they 
drove  the  Indians  back  to  Pittsburg;  that  was 
anffieiently  crueL  We  have  murdered  them 
from  tbe  beginning,  said  Mr.  W.  As  to  the 
qneetion  on  tbe  amendment,  be  knew  perfectly 


well  that  the  Pbbidkr  had  acted  axmeOj  ■«■ 
fivmaUa  both  to  tbe  ewMtitRtii»  and  lite  |n»- 
tioe  of  the  Hotwe.  To  refbn  oammit^v  tka 
r^kort  of  the  Secretary  along  witl)  tbe  MeM|ii 
woold  be  an  afihmt,  BOt  to  the  Basetary,  b« 
to  tbe  PKnooNT. 

Mr.  MuuBOR  looked  iq>on  tlie  n-cprwrtoa,  m 
to  tbe^Miilaad^  as  being  extnoaelf  cxeeptiM- 
abkb  It  bad  eaomd,  perbiqw,  budTertantti: 
Tha  Beoretary  woud  not  have  used  it  in  a  n- 
port  to  the  Houae^  nor  would  tha  F^hdimi 
have  emi^yed  it,  aa  from  binseiU;  in  any  M» 
sagetotkaHooae,  Mr.  H.  was  fbr  the  amni 
ment.  It  was  natural  envnrii  that  tba  Seoa- 
tarTp  when  oomuimicatiog  ""  aentiiiMnto  in  a 
private  manner,  should  ms^  use  itf  iHnatraticM 
ittr  eofbroiDc  hia  <fiiidiui  that  he  voold  Mt 
hare  adopted  in  an  official  paper. 

Mr.  PiAB  waa  pwanaded  dutt  tbe  BepNt 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  inMitaiMJ  lotfaiH 
new,  w,  if  new,  nothing  whidk  m«y  notaa  vd 
bensedwhrainthebaodsof  member^  as  wba 
in  those  of  a  Committee  of  the  Wbt^  Iftb 
amendment  had  been  W  throw  tbe  Maoigi 
under  the  taUe,  more  warmth  oould  uoC  fans 
been  shown,  in  charging  the  oppoawB  of  tla 
motion  for  reference  to  a  Committee  of  tb 
Whole  with  indeoemoy  to  the  Pkbo^s^  aai 
with  a  deaign  at  nsnipation  of  bis  powv,  Aci 
It  is  add,  tnat  a  Jealousy  baa  been  bebaved  ij 
some  membera  of  an  enoroaohm«it  em  tlte  pri- 
vilegea  of  this  Eouae.  Snr^,  a  ntoat  imimnni 
saiy  and  nnreasonable  anaiHaion  haa  alao  beta 
beb«yed  by  otbwa,  ot  a  defdgn  in  tbe  gende- 
men  who  aapported  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Nhibou^ 
to  encroach  on  the  poweta  of  tbe  Executive. 
Eipressiona  have  been  used  not  oonngtait  with 
deoency  and    order.      Gentlemen  have  beee 


remonstranoea,  and  wiQi  ali^ting  a 
contemptuously  the  Meossge  frcon  tbe  I*^^ 
DEjn.  Some  memben  have,  at  another  tini^ 
been  charged  with  qieaking,  not  to  the  Hoom^ 
but  to  then-  otHiEtituente,  in  ordei  to  gain  thtar 
votes  at  an  approaching  eleotiui.  Mr.  P.  said, 
that  his  respect  for  the  Govanunent,  and  ftr 
tbe  PaisiJwin',  was  equal  to  that  of  any  dmb 
in  the  House.  He  was  Ctr  frcnn  wisbing  to  le- 
fleot  on  the  late  Secretary  (^War.  Mr.  P.  bri 
never,  by  any  vote,  censured  hia  oondooi,  and 
be  entertained  no  wish  tot  bis  resignatkm.  Bit 
be  was  at  liberty  to  tbink  tbe  rep(»i  givae  te 
the  FasstDRMT  wrong,  the  oommonicalion  of  it 
to  tbe  Honse  as  nuneceesary,  and  even  if  neew- 
sary,  as  aufflolently  acted  upon  when  printed 
and  put  into  the  bands  of  tbe  membersL  Ha 
might  have  no  doubt  respecting  tbo  constita- 
tionality  of  the  Message  from  the  FSBBtittsI^  (C 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  him.  He  mi^ 
reqQire  no  preoedenls  from  tbe  Jonmali  to 
prove  that  the  motion  for  referring  that  M«a- 
sage  was  perfectly  in  order.  But  he  migbt 
docbt  whether  tlie  snbatance  of  tbe  report  ms 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  require  tbe  considetatitB 
of  tbe  Comnuttee  of  tbe  Wbole.  He  nU^t  abo 
doubt  whether  tbe  report  was  ot  m"  ' 
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portuioe  to  T«qidTO  the  moflt  matnre  emddcnk 
tion.  There  nd^  b«  dreamManoM  attaodiiig 
the  BuuMT  of  til  tatii>dao&>n,  u  loiDe  mou- 
ben  allege  that  there  were,  whkh  render  ibe 
r^MKt  impn^OT  to  be  vefemd  to  a  Oomimttee 
of  the  Vhola,  It  voold  be  a  preeadent  fer  m- 
taningvntj  Ueaiage,  and  that  wonld  be  attend- 
ad  with  nnniwaMTy  dda^.  It  will  be  payiOK  a 
•npeiflaoaa  wxaplinaiL  If  the  information 
Mtme  from  tbe  poorest  dtinn,  and  was  idS- 
•ienUy  iinpartant,  bewonM  refer  it,bnt  though 
a  came  ftom  tbe  PaMiuwrr  or  mate,  and 
ocwtaiBed  nothing  iriiieh.  In  hie  opinion,  re- 
onired  a  OMOmttmeDt,  be  dioold  vote  aninat 
it.  Mr.  P.  waa  tar  the  anwodBeat  of  Ur.  NiOH- 

Ib.  8.  Bhrh  nmaAed,  that  tbe  principal 
€>)jeo(l4»i  made  bj  tbe  gentleman  who  spoke 
la^  PSi.  ViOE,)  la  tbe  oommitment  trf  the  re- 
port waa,  tiiat  ft  eontaina  nothing  sew.    The 


fcefbca  the  House.     He  wiehed,  therefore,  that 
the  qncetioa  tni^t  be  inmiediatelj  taken. 

Tbe  amendment  was  negatirad  witbont  a 
diviaon,  bot  b^  a  vevy  great  n^jority.  Hw 
motioa,  aa  it  tai^auiSj  stood,  wm  then  pnt  and 


TinsBAT,  Jannarj  87. 
Bednetvm  o/SatarUi, 

Tbe  Honse  reiolTed  itself  into  a  Oommittae 
of  the  whole  House  oa  the  motion  of  the 
tweutj-tblrd  instint,  "  that  a  oommittee  be  aic 
pcnntad  to  bring  in  a  Ull  or  bUIa  to  amend  the 
■ot  entitled  'An  not  for  a«t-MiAing  tbe  lalariea 
of  tJie  EieontiTe  Offloera  of  GoTemment,  witb 
tlteir  Bwilalanf  and  dwks;'  and  an  act  'for 
allowing  oompenaation  to  l^a  numbers  of  the 
Senate  and  Honae  of  RepreaentatiTes  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted BtateL  and  to  the  offloerg  of  both  Hoiuee ; ' 
Hid  to  rednoe  aU  sonb  aalariee  as,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  aaid  oommittee^  after  having  made  doe 
inqoirr,  on^t  to  be  rednoed." 

Hr.  OLaDOBHB  laid:  A  worthy  gentleman 
fhxn  Uarjland,  the  other  daj,  aoggested  an 
amendnuDt  to  the  proposition  now  before  y  oo, 
trhid)  I  nuderatooa  to  oontemplate  tbe  inorease 
of  some  aalariea ;  and,  if  that  gentleman  can 
reoonoile  it  to  himself  and  hia  ocmstitnenta,  let 
IummoTeandoanTit,ifbeoan.  Form; part. 
I  am  pleased  with  the  propoaition  as  it  u,  and 
jet  it  may  have  great  imperfectionB.  It  is  verj 
oommon  for  fond  parents  to  be  blind  to  the 
ImpMftotions  ct  their  own  ofipring ;  and,  as 
tbls  is  a  iMX>dnotion  of  my  own^  it  is  probable 
tltat  I  may  be  onder  the  same  delnsiTe  pr^n- 
dioes,  bnt  I  hope  that  cheerful  aoqni«scenc« 
which  I  hare  always  shown  to  the  majority, 
has  soffioiently  evinced  that  I  am  no  bigot  to 
my  own  tqibilona,  I  said,  the  other  day,  that 
I  waa  determined,  if  the  proposition  most  die, 
it  sbonld  be  by  aasasBinabon ;  but  as.  in  this,  a 
degree  of  gnilt  is  implied,  and  odght  oe  attend- 
ed with  swioos  oonseqneuoea  to  tlwee  wmoemed 


in  it,  I  ahonld  be  aalisfled  to  give  it  a  fUr  trial 
and,  if  it  most  die,  that  it  m^  be  by  l^al  and 
fair  adjodioatkin,  or,  tn  other  words,  after  ftall 
and  bir  disonsskHi  of  its  nerlt^ 


rhidi,  idnoe  the  adoptton  of  the  i«eeent  form 
of  Govemm^it,  have  been  a  anl{}eot  of  grievous 
oomplaint  and  heartbnming  amongst  dtucoa 
of  Uie  Uidted  States.  Vrnj  of  them,  and,  I 
believe,  a  very  great  m^ori^,  eonodve  that 
the  exorbitant  a^aries  eatablitned  to  tbe  L^s- 
lative,  Exeentive,  Jndidary,  and  their  assiatanta, 
are  not  consistent  with,  or  con  posnbly  contri- 
bota  to  the  ezistenoe  (n-  well-bemg  of  a  Repnb- 
lioan  Oovemment,  which,  in  its  nature,  holds 
ont  the  idea  of  equlity  and  Jostioe,  bat  which, 
in  tbe  present  mode  of  administration,  cannot 
fail  to  have  a  direct  oiq^te  tendenqr,  Inas- 
mnch  as  the  very  imrftase  aalariea  that  all  who 
have  the  good  fbrtnne  to  get  plaoea  nndw  Hm 


pay  and  inflnenoe  <rf  the  preBent  Administration, 
if  they  make  a  prudent  nse  of  them,  mnst  id" 
mately  enrich  and  plaoe  them  in  a  otnatiim 


idli- 


&r  above  the  vast  bnlk  of  the  citisens,  whoes 
fatdoatrions  fingers  are  not  permitted  a  dn^e 
dip  into  those  very  oo&n  which  have  been 
swelled  hj  filoUng  a  UtUe  from  that  hard- 
gottan  i»ctance  already  frir  inadeqnate  to  the 
neoessary  but  very  ordUiuy  snbdstenoe  of  thdr 
fiuniUee,  as  at  last  to  endanger  the  very  exist- 
ence or  shadow  of  tlus  glorioos  and  dear-lwn^t 
Oovermnent,  that  has  ah«ad;  raised  the  droop- 
ing taA  onee-d^ected  heads  of  the  poor  Ame- 
rican dtizeos,  who  now  ^ory  more  In  having 
thrown  off  that  anbordination  that  was  assumed 
and  ezerdsed  over  them  under  the  late  detesta- 
ble ICooarchical  Government,  by  their  mlers. 
or  pnblie  offioeis,  than  even  In  their  Uvea  and 
ftntonee.  Men  bepa  to  know  the  inherent 
rij^ts  of  human  nature.  They  have  dipped 
into  and  tasted  a  little  of  the  sweets  of  pohtl(»l 
regeneration,  and,  amongst  all  daaeee  of  your 
dtizens,  yon  may  disoover  a  seal  that  amonnta 
to  enthnsissn,  that  Hvee  and  boms  and  grows 
almost  to  a  prodigy.  Instanoee  are  not  wanb- 
ing,  sir,  to  evince  that  thousands  of  those  who 
were  not  fond  of  this  Government  at  its  adop- 
tion, are  now,  on  all  oooasions,  ready  to  stm 
forth  in  its  support,  and  the  laws  that  are  passed 
eooristent  therewith.  But  this  doe^  Dy  no 
means,  argue  that  they  will  submit  for  ever  to 
ra[ieat«d  wnsM  of  the  GoTemment,  which  mi^ 
nUimately  tmd  to  ita  overQirow ;  and  exorbi- 
tant salaries,  with  other  profbae  appropriation* 
of  tbe  pnUk  money,  at  a  time  when  the  vaJiitax 
is  groaning  under  an  immense  weight  of  foreign 
and  domestic  debt,  which  (calculating  upon  we 
biesungs  of  peace,  and  of  conrse,  a  very  mcreaa- 
ing  revenue,  not  reasonably  to  be  cBlculat«d  on 
so  long  a  tiioe,)  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  will 
take  a  term  not  leie  than  thirty'two  years  to 
eitingnigh.  Here  I  shall  again  be  told,  that 
the  price  of  hoDse-rent,  and  every  other  ne- 
oesaery  of  life,  has  increased,  and  may  con- 
tinue to  increase,  so  as  to  drive  all  your  offioert 


ABKIDOMKNT  OT  THB 


■r,  MML 


oat  of  jam  mnitm.  To  thu  I  b«s  Imta  to 
•tHWw,  tbat,  if  jm  oontitioe  pieh  high  sahita, 
or  iaoTNM  them,  m  in  some  instanoM  it  is 
asked,  and  b«<i8aM  of  the  proiant  enfaanoed 
priM  (rf'  the  necwwriw  of  liie,  I  think  the  «vll 
iriU  increaM  in  proportion  t»  tii«  imiMaaa  son 
of  mooar  tiiat  TOO  dirow  Into  ciroalaUon,  tot  a 
mdoitdanoT  of  that,  or  any  thii^  obe,  wiH 
always  diminiah  theTaloa^  and.  If  th«[9«awt 
etutom  of  diabnniDg  tha  piriillo  money  ia  per- 
ilatad  in,  the  wbote  wealth  of  the  Uiiltod  fltataa 
mnat  Hbortly  eentre  tn  and  about  PUladelphial 
Bat,  air,  by  tlie  ad<^on  ctf  pnblio  eoonomy,  we 
may  abortly  beomne  able  to  obriate  tiiia  great 
eTil,  and  make  onr  diBbniMSDMita  more  diffiiaive, 
by  paying  ont  toonoy  to  those  who  hare  do- 
nuods  apoD  yoar  jOBtjce,  distribated  orer  the 
United  States,  if  any  bat  those  who  reside 
■KHmd  the  seat  of  QoTemment  have  any  de- 
maod  npon  yoor  jnstioe  or  goodness.  I  am 
appr^ed  tbattbepropoeitioiiiaareryanpopolar 
one  h<re,  and  that  dany  will  perhaps  kmt  their 
brows  at  me ;   hot,  nr,  when  I  ent^vd  into 

ribUe  life,  it  was  without  any  cringing  views. 
Eneant  not  to  oovrt  smilen,  or  fear  frowns,  and 
I  had  no  donbt  bat  I  should  meet  my  share  of 
both.  Vhen  I  gain  the  former  by  proper  con- 
doot,  I  have  pletunre  in  it ;  when  the  latter  by 
Improper  oondnot,  I  am  sorrr  Ibr  it  But  ft 
will  be  ranch  to  be  lamMted  if  ever  wo  see  the 
day  when  the  people  diaU  be  stiflbred  to  oom- 
plain  from  year  to  year  of  aoT  grieranctL  and 
their  RepresentvUTw  shall  be  asDuaed,  or  afrwd, 
to  make  those  grievaacee  known,  or  aak  n^tm, 
lest  they  be  Isogfaed  ont  of  conntenance^  or 
lose  favor  at  Coort  But  bo  hardy  am  1,  if  yon 
prefer  that  expresnon,  that,  while  I  have  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Hoose,  none  of  thone 
eonwderationg  shall  ever  deter  me  from  step- 
ping forth  in  their  behalf;  bat,  be  the  wenlt  of 
thia  proposition  what  it  may,  I  now  warn  yon 
a^inst  evils  that  m«w  oome,  u  yon  have  heea 
heretofore  waroed  or  evils  that  have  come,  fer 
the  obligations  of  power  and  anbrniadon  are  re- 
dprooa).  It  Is  as  much  yonr  dnty  to  pass 
wlioleaome  laws,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people 
to  obey  them.  Aoi  now,  having  done  my  daty, 
I  shall  take  my  seat,  oontent  to  abide  the  reenlt, 
bat  hope  a  committee  will  be  appointed. 

Mr.  NiOBOLAa  declared  that  he  wonld  be 
T«^  willing  to  vote  for  the  appointment  of 
en<^  a  committee,  if  he  oonld  see  any  good 
purpose  to  be  derived  from  it,  or  if  the  gentle- 
man who  hdd  the  rcsolation  on  tbe  table  conld 
gve  him  any  information  that  tended  to  prove 
I  expedienoy.  For  his  own  part  he  had  bnt 
a  mnafl  fiunily,  and  of  that  he  had  left  one-half 
behind  him  in  Viiginia,  yet  he  foond  that  his 
allowanoe  as  a  member  of  the  Legialstnre  was 
barely  snfflcient  fbr  sapporting  this  half  of  his 
family,  though  he  liveo  with  as  mnch  economy 
as  be  ever  had  done  in  his  fife.  He  war  certain 
that  he  ahonld  not  take  one  shilling  of  pnblie 
money  home  with  hkn  to  Virginia.  He  re- 
aneet«d  gentlemen  to  remember  that  H  was  not 
UM  present  Oongreaa  who  had  givsm  six  dollars 


per  day  to  tbaeaaelvM,  bM  thrt  it  had  baa 
bed  1^  tbdr  predeeeaMjn,  and  Izad-at  a  tima 
when  Uving  was  fifty  per  cent  dbe^Mr  tfaao  k 
is  now. 

Hr.  BoDDDrat  gfaMmd,  tkat  In  rftonU  Mt 
have  UonUed  tii*  twnunlttae  on  tina  qneaHun, 
bad  It  not  been  fer  asTCral  oonrtdarifaBu  pv- 
tioolariy  apidioaUe  to  UmaelC  Ha  was  aa  im- 
partial  on  the  preaent  debate  oa  anjmtm/bm 
OD  the  floor.  After  du  doss  «f  tUa  atamoa  cf 
Oongren,  he  oercr  axpeeted  to  raoeiTc  «  fa>- 
thing  td  Mblie  money  again,  and  tb«rdbr*  na 
interest  of  Us  ows  coald  nn^Ua  Jndgmott » 
waMntlos  on  tta 
„  knmnber  of  Ac«> 
members  who  originally  wwe  for  fixing  tha 
oompengatlon  of  membera  of  OMgrena  nt  a  le« 
■am  than  rfz  AtHian;  not  bacanaehs  tba^ 
it  beyond  the  lowaBt  sf  dtelr  eapenms,  htt, 
from  an  ids*  at  the  Ihea  deranged  atale  <rf  tha 
flnanoes,  and  that,ifsnerifloeewer«  toMnad^ 
they  ahonld  begin  wMh  this  Hoose.  Heapptf 
ed  (o  Us  mifonn  ocodnot  for  six  yean  pnst,  la 
prove  that  he  had  dways  <ypoaed  nn  inoeaa 
of  salarfea  or  other  pabtio  ezpensen,  wlien  ttt 
Intereat  of  the  Union  M  not  reajtira  it.  Hi 
did  not  donbt  tluA  the  genttenian  who  bro^i 
forward  this  reaolntion  thon^t  be  wan  i^^ 
hia  dnty  in  advocating  it;  and  ttr.  B.  thon^ 
it  was  equally  tha  dn^  of  the  conunittee  to  be 
convinced  that  they  were  not  wastLng  their 


Mr.  B.  did  not  donbt  bvt  thwe  wvre  mte- 
fermed  indivldaals,  who  might  otgeet  to  six 
dollars  pw  day;  bnt  he  was  eonlldent  tltnt  tin 
weS-innrmed  among  the  dtizeos  of  0»  United 
StatM,  and  those  who  refleoted  ea  tite  snt^nrt, 
wonld  think  (at  the  present  d^  at  loasQ  it  waa 
not  more  than  wonld  bardy  pay  the  reasonahlB 
expenses  of  gentiemen  who  attended  to  their 
dnty  here  in  a  proper  manner.  Atmoet  every 
article  ot  oonsnmption  was  fW)in  twnnly  tn 
thirty  per  cent,  higher  now  than  it  was  at  thn 
ooramencement  of  the  Government 

The  Constitadon  of  the  United  States,  aa  On 
set  of  the  pe<^e  and  the  public  voice,  oontem- 
plated  a  compensation  to  ute  members  of  Oon- 
greas.  Bid  not  this  mean  romethisg  mora 
than  the  bare  discharge  of  ihrir  exp^nesf 
Tet  OoDgress  had  not  gone  beyond  H. 

When  OoDgreas  set  at  New  Tot^  Ur.  B. 
said  tb&t  he  was  in  a  sitnation  nmeCuvonhli 
hi  point  of  expense  than  any  gentleman  on  lite 
floor,  who  did  not  reside  in  that  city.  £b 
boarded  with  a  near  relation,  and  waa  in  a 
manner  in  his  own  family;  awl,  allhon^  ha 
p^d  the  nsaal  price  of  boarding  as  at  other 
places,  yet  there  were  a  thonnnd  tuundeM 
small  artii^ee  which  saved  him  many  adTaitee& 
Be  was  wilhtn  sixteen  miles  of  his  own  family, 
from  whence  he  received  many  tilings  that 
prevented  Ins  laying  ont  money.  Daring  fluee 
seealoDB,  he  kept  an  exact  and  falthfhl  aeoonot 
of  hia  exputdltons,  and,  at  tk»  end  o(  tiiat  tbai^ 
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he  balance  was  bat  4Ss.  4d. ;  bnt  on  which  sde 
if  the  question  his  memory  did  not  allow  him 
o  aa,j.  At  present,  he  waa  also  under  lerj 
■ecnliar  adrantagee,  jet  he  waa  oonfldent  that, 
i  the  end  of  the  aesHotL  he  should  not  have 
aj  balanoe  in  hia  &vor  from  hia  oompenaatJon 
a  a  member.  Kr.  B,  appealed  to  everj  gea- 
lemau'a  own  knowledge,  and  partiQalarlr  to 
be  geotleman  who  nude  the  motion,  if  he 
hooght  that  what  he  received  wonld  miatt 
ban  pay  his  ezpenaea. 

Genutemen  were  often  OTTing  ont  againat  an 
Lriatocntcj  in  this  ooonti^ ;  ;et  measoree  of 
bis  kind  tended  t«  estahhah  one,  bj  redaoing 

Coogrese.     This    certainly 

. jal  way  of  bringing  about  a 

jmeerons  Ariatooraoy  in  the  United  States, 
boald  not  men  of  abuitiee,  tbongh  in  the  mid- 
de  walka  of  Iif&  be  enooimgMl  to  oome  for- 
rard  and  yldd  tbdr  aerrioea  to  theii  oonntry, 
rithoat  b^ng  dependent  on  any  person  or  set 
t  men  whatever  t  la  it  not  snffident  that 
heir  time  and  talents  are  pven  to  tho  public) 
tost  the;  pay  their  ezpensea  toot 

Ur.  B.  was  aware  that  the  resolntiott  pro- 
tosed  related  to  the  officers  of  GovomnMnt  as 
veil  as  members  of  Congress,  bnt  he  had  coa- 
iaedbis  remarks  to  the  last,  aa  the  port  of  the 
objeothawaabeat  acquainted  with.  He  begged 
^ntlemen  to  look  around  and  point  oot  the 
mblio  offioar  who  iac«Ted  more  man  a  reaaon- 
Ue  rewvd  for  his  aerrioes.  Profeaaional  men, 
f  the  fint  abiUtiaa,  were  sbadntely  necessary 
o  carry  cm  the  pabUabtNiiiesi;  andcouldany 
na&,  St  for  his  offlca,  be  afaown  who  oonid  not 
\o  fall  aa  well,  if  not  mnoh  better.  In  the  eier- 
liae  of  hia  prc&«i<»  ia  private  life  than  he  did 
Q  tlra  public  aervio^  if  peenniary  matters  were 
■ia  only  objeott  In  wort,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  tUa 
looae  waa  placed  between  Soylla  and  CHwi^bdia. 
ZhA  pid>Uo  offloers  wer»  oomplaininR  and  even 
TWg"'"ir.  &r  want  of  snfBcient  ccmpeiiaatiiHi 
or  their  aerrioea;  on  the  other  band,  an  at- 
Mnpt  waa  now  made  to  rednoe  th^  lalariea 
till  lower,  cm  the  aappoeed  olamora  of  the  peo- 
tle.  ICr.  B.  did  not  b^eve  th^  eonld  be 
lonominated  thoae  of  the  people ;  nather  did 
IS  aee  any  evldanoe  of  the  fitot.  He  did  not 
tonridar  the  oomplaiuta  <^  a  fbw  individuals  aa 
be  poblio  voice.  Oo^  not  the  gentlemen  to 
lof  fi  fivrward  with  some  kind  of  calculations 
IT  <wtiP'«tt*  to  have  shown  that  certain  Mlarlea 
rare  too  bi^  or  more  than  tho  aerrioes  per- 
bnoed  were  entitled  tot  This  had  not  been 
tona;  bnt  the  ecMniBittee  were  m^ed,  at  thli 
mportant  munent,  to  {«Doeed  to  an  inqniry, 
vbieh  aToy  gantteman  on  the  floor  auaady 
cnew  aa  wtOl  aa  he  eould  do  by  the  moat  labor- 
)d  iiiveetigalatw.  Ha  therefore  concluded  that, 
o  agraa  to  the  reaolntion,  would  be  a  waste  of 
Ita  short  time  tliat  yet  remained  of  the  ees- 
aon,  and  an  nnwiae  meaanre.  Ur.  B.  wonld 
Mva  contented  himself  with  Jwuing  the  com- 
nittee  in  a  oileat  vote  on  thia  satjaot,  but  he 


thought  the  obaervationa  made  in  aupport  of  the 
meaenre  ought  to  receive  aome  answer,  if  not 
to  oonvinoe  the  oomnittee,  yet  to  satiriiy  their 
oonstitaents  that  there  oonld  exist  no  necessity 
'r  a  preeent  inquiry  of  this  natnre. 

Ifr.  W.  SxTTB  aaid,  that  the  resolntioa  was, 
in  its  preeent  shape,  so  extremely  vagae,  that 
one  did  not  know  how  to  give  it  a  definition  or 
a  vote.  Difi^rent  objjeats  were  lamped  t'other. 
I^  by  an  inqnky,  the  gentleman  meant  to  exa- 
amine  into  (he  waoee  ^  munbers  of  this  House, 
It  waa  quite  needless  to  iH>point  a  committee, 
because  every  member  can  at  this  moment  speak 
for  himaelt  Bnt  Hr.  B.  did  not  oonsider  the 
present  time  as  the  most  proper  for  banning 
to  redoce  aalariea,  when,  wttmn  the  last  twelve 
months^  there  had  beM  three  reaignatioDs,  viz : 
the  Bewelary  of  State,  the  Beeratary  of  War, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  all  chiefly 
for  one  reason,  the  aniallneea  of  the  salary.  I 
have  no  donbt  (aald  Mr.  S.)  of  there  being  ocaa- 
plaints,  and,  if  the  salary  was  reduced  to  three 

"rs  per  day,  there  wonld  be  still  ooraplwnts, 
s  see  is  the  case  with  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  He  only  wished 
that  the  committee  wonld  rise,  and  he  should 
then  vote  in  the  House  that  they  might  not 
have  leave  to  nt  again.  The  mover  of  this  re- 
solution had  mentioned  the  dongMr  of  meeting 
with  reproaohM  from  the  people,  who  thought 
their  suariea  too  hi^  Mr.  B.  saw  very  little 
in  thia  matter,  beoanaethe  people  who  railed  at 
'&»  Btltrj  of  aiz  doUara  per  day,  were  only 
aniiow  to  get  in  thonselvee,  and  embraced 
thia  to^c  as  an  expedient  of  ousliDg  those 
meanbera  whom  thOT  want«d  to  snooeed. 

Mr.  GoonHVZ  widied  to  ask  Mr.  OLUBomn 

lei^estion,  "WhetherhefouBd hhnaetf  grow- 
ing ncht" 

Mr.  BxDewloE  saw  no  oeoarion  for  rising, 
beoanae  the  ecnnmittee  were  perfectly  compe- 
tent at  tUa  momeot  to  determine  the  question. 

Mr.  RinnmroiiD  waa  for  reducing  the  aalariea 
by  one  ddlar  par  day,  and  one  dollar  evety 
twenty-five  mtles  ttat  the  members  had  to 
tzav^  Thia  would  be  a  reduction  of  one  hnn- 
dred  d<^an  per  day,  whleh  would  be  much 
better  beatowed  npm  the  innooent  widow  of 
the  veteran,  whohadfUlenin  the  aerrice  of  his 
oonnbT. 

Mr.  Pagx  aaid,  that  he  did  not  think  the  re- 
solution, aa  it  waa  worded,  was  a  proper  anhjeot 
for  diaous^n  in  that  place ;  for  the  House,  and 
not  a  orannuttm,  oonld  [voperiy  resolve  that 
committeei  abonld  be  appointed.  However,  as 
the  reaolutiMk  had  been  submitted  by  the  Honsa 
to  the  oonddentton  of  the  Ooinmitt«e  of  the 
WhoK  It  moit  be  examined ;  bnt,  aa  to  the 
oMeot  of  it,  that  he  thov^t  waa  more  properiy 


other  oeoastona, 
fnUy,  ud 


bcjbre  the  oommittacv  as  prcpoaed  I7  the  resolu- 
tion; for,  aa  I  have  remarked  on  of 
if,  inrteod  of  dtenaring  a  qneati 
collecting  the  aente  cftU  tht  mambera  In  a 
Oommittee  <^  the  VtHrie,  it  be  refened  to  a 
oonunittee  of  onemenAer  from  each  State,  that 
oommhtae  might  ba  miaaimona  tn  &vw  of  • 
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iMolnfion,  agiiiutirideh,  d^ktMDmanlwn  for 
Vir^nia,  ud  a  pn^xirlioiMtA  mmimt  from 
otbar  Statea,  miglit  Tote ;  or,  by  the  wdgfat  irf 
that  oommltM^  the  KacdstioD  nid^t  be  carried, 
ifiaeHi  oonld  not  have  paned  had  It  been  taOj 
and  fraely  dJoooMed  is  the  Boom.    Here,  thui, 
mj  otdktgne'B  qneeticffi  dionld  be  axamtawd,  m 
I  cannot  mj  (aa  has  baao  aaid  bj  one  of  then) 
that  I  had  no  hand  in  fixing  the  Mlwiw  and  p^ 
irf  the  ofBoen  of  OoveruMot  and  monben  at 
OonmM^  having  aotnallr  voted  at  New  Toik 
for  ama  as  tb  ........ 

nith  proprie^-, 

And  I  am  eleariyrf  optnkn,  air,  that  the  qoi 


',  give  mj  ofunton  nqwcting  f 


dthe  Bepre 


tKn  arisen  Ittm  a  mii^tMbauion  of  the  rab- 
)ect  to  wtuoh  h  is  appbed ;  for  tltece  cannot  be 
•  greater  mistake  than  to  sappoae  dint  paral- 
mon;  in  a  BepnbUo  is  neoMsarj  to  its  sapfxHl. 

'    B  degree  at  eeonomjisso;  bnt  piud- 

)plied  to  the  ealsricn  of  pablio  offieen^ 

in  partiattlar,  maj  be 

ins  to  UM  inter«ata  of  a  Sepabllo.  Gtionid 
the  sslaries  be  so  k>  w  that  men  of  soull  fortnnea 
cannot  aSbrd  to  a«T«  their  eoontrj,  it  moM  be 
deprived  of  tlkeir  aadstanoe,  and  we  mast  aoo^ 
of  the  services  of  the  rich,  wIm,  to  have  thor 
wills,  thooghtow,  will  serve  even  widKWt  par; 
or,  the  Stale  will  be  served  hj  artftd  desta- 
gogDee,  bv  rasdf,  derigniBg  men,  wlw  maj,  in 
pnrsQit  of  profit  ta  w^  as  pt^okritr.  ent  cot 
places  for  tAemsetves  and  tnenda,  prdandng  at 
length  Qonfoiioit  and  anarchv,  or,  at  least  snoh 
a  bnogling  sjntem  ot  lef^tlMion  as  wiD  oost 
more  tune  and  money  to  rectify  their  tdnnders 
than  the  mostextravagantsalariea  oonld  amonnt 
to.  Vhat  tnw  Bepnt^oan  Mold  wish  toex- 
dnde  from  a  seat  in  Oongreas  a  phyridu,  lawyer, 
merchant,  &rBier,OT  any  other  person  posseased 
of  sDoh  well-known  abilities  sJid  virtaes  as  to 
attract  the  attention  and  respect  of  a  district 
which  might  wiah  to  intrust  ila  interestB  to  him 
as  a  Representative  t  Or,  rather,  who  ought 
not  to  desire  that,  as  alt  offloea  are  open  to  " 
that  the  eon  of  the  poorest  citicen  miglit  be 
abled,  if  qnalifled  to  fill  a  seat  here  or  else- 
where, to  do  it  witboQt  sacrificing  his  private 
Intorest  I  Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that  men 
riioold  ssoriflee  domestic  ease  ana  the  intorests 
of  theic  families  to  servo  their  conntryl  It  is 
notjnst  to  reqaire  it.  Homan  nature,  exoept 
on  great  and  trying  oocasions,  cannot  obey  sneh 
a  requisition.  My  coUeagne  says  that  he  is  not 
a  man  of  fortone ;  bat,  has  he  not  a  profesdon 
by  which  he  can  make  more  than  by  bis  attend- 
ance on  this  Honsef  If  not,  he  has  not  a  right 
to  require  such  a  sacrifice  of  any  other  perstn's 
time  and  talents.  The  oonstitntioD,  &r  from 
requiring  any  thing  like  it,  demands  that  eom- 
pensstitin  sfaall  be  made  ibr  all  services;  and 
who  will  desire  leas  for  services  than  a  mere 
snbsiateuca  for  a  person  whilst  actually  em- 
ployed Id  such  service?  I  am  sare  that  1^ 
than  the  present  pay  of  members  ot  Ck»gress 
would  not,  in  their  preaent  situation,  be  a  snb- 
sistenee,  I  recoLeot  that,  when  (he  Hoose  of 
Sepreeentativea  were  debating,  in  the  fint  ses- 


dwiild  be  fbnr,  five,  or  eix  dt^ara,  I 
that  the  expensM  of  the  nMonbas  wkm  I 
boarded  required  that  it  Aonld  be  ^  tbt  ie 
Btat*  ef  Tb^e^nia  havfaig  oftee  allowed Iwfr  i 
legatee  to  Gc«greas«driitd<fflaii,  and  nerslsi  \ 
than  dx,  when  rite  bore  the  whols  vfom. 
oooldnotoUeet  to  her  BepreentalivM  i«e(i>h{ 
that  sns,  whw  divided,  as  it  was,  smaagKAi 
States  and  qiread  out  over  the  varioo*  Mi 
and  taxes  of  the  United  States.  Isi&edtln 
■slmi^  adc  my  et^eune  now,  wbai/K 
eonetltneMs  eonld  cakdate  what  he  vM 
save  bj  any  proposed  rednetiai  of  tmrmi  I 
have  long  ai^»eoted,  rir,  that  BapolAa  bn 
lost  more  by  pardmonr  than  Owy  witsivM 
o^  and  thatamisu(«elMiui<mof  some  jttdim 
in  ancient  BepnUics  has  beea  artMly  uplm 
so  as  to  Ihvor  Aristoora^  and  UcaaiAj.  Hi 
British  Parilammt  haa  now  no  pay;  bm  kM 
tbaybeeaas  independart  as  tborfoBstrrM 
widwd  them  under  the  British  GovennoiT 
Inre|rily  to  the  mesaber  who  had  otjeMaJb 
the  pay  of  the  BntAm,  and  the  iMtmt^ 
tween  the  pay  of  membera  of  tiie  tvs  BoW 
Mr.  P.  saidTtlir-  -^ "  — =^*' 


painfu]  attentkm  to  e^™' 

.   House,  and  his  renioiwWitjfc 

the  oomdoeaa  of  thejootnab— an  tiisniiiii|w 
of  which  mnst  take  np  mndi  of  his  time— WW 
snely  not  think  his  pay  too  great  Ai  tBW 
difibrenee  between  the  pay  of  a  Senalv  m 
Benffeseotative,  he  had  voted  fbr  itifrmiM- 
litf  that  a  Senstor  having  more  serriMs  te  t^ 
fonn  than  a  BepreaentaliTe,  had  a  rf^  toii»* 
MJ.  Tlie  Senate  not  only  have  to  wip'* 
biOB  as  this  Honae  haa,  and  to  revise  and*''"' 
billa  emt  <hiB  hence,  and  often  to  oonMt'" 
oareleai  errors  they  oontun,  buttonskttu* 
selves  anpiainted  with  the  law  of  lutiao^  » 
to  be  propared  to  Judge  of  treaties;  andiw" 
(rfBuioes  brought  befbre  them  by  impesDluBa^ 
When  the  Senators  may  have  gone  tlmx^  >" 
labors  of  a  long  seasion,  and  the  Sepraeiit«i<* 
are  returning  honte,  Uiey  may  becslkd^* 
oonsider  certain  uomkstions  tooffioe^*'|r 
tain  treaties;  and  at  another  time  l«  try  «■«■ 
ibpeaohmentei  Beddes  all  this,  Oe  sge  (m 
Benator  mnst  be  sneh,  by  the  OonslilntiiM,  tm 
it  is  probaUa  that  his  fsmily  ii  luV')  *>^  *" 
pnrsoita  in  life  mon  flied  and  pwffltsbfelM 
tiioeeofa  Rqiresentative,  who  msjbsw* 
when  only  twenty-dve,  and  tberrfwe  Mbi'"*' 
iqoire  h^  ■  -     '-•"** 

-   and  1 


PanLUEBT      bvu       •  lua-.!.  uwv-~.  ..     1.1  h 

voted  for  a  lai^er  snm  titan  was  ill««<e  " 
either,  and  thougtA  that  the  diq>ropoHi«"* 
tween  them  was  too  great  Withre^"'^ 
jodses,  I  stUI  think  ttietr  salaries  ,loo  n>4^ 
so  should  every  one  think  iriw  wlB  N*^ 
the  vwt  impOFtaM*  of  th^  cOw;  tbe  Utf 
ot  both  mind  and  body  iritiah  it  reqnins;  » 
laborioDs  oonrae  of  study  throsgh  whirfi » "^ 
most  have  goes  to  be  qualified  ^^*^^ 
lucrative  anployment  sneh  a  ont  MWt  "" 
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given  up  to  nndertake  It.  la  abort,  I  do  not 
reeoUeota  salftTfvhiDhllluiik  too  lugfa.  And 
I  must  repeat  it,  that  I  do  not  think  that  lai^e 
saUri«B  in  a  RepnbUc  oan  injure  it ;  but  tl^t 
■mall,  Inadeqnata  ealariee  to».j  overturn  a  Be- 

I  am  wny  that  the  qoeiUcn  haa  been  brought 
before  oa  rtmecttog  our  own  w  this  aewkn, 
beoaas*  tba  elBetiana  in  Virgima  are  not  over ; 
It  wovld  baoome  Bs  nmali  b«tt«r  anotlMT  aeeeion, 
If  ra-daoted,  to  redaoa  it,  thanto  do  ao  when 
w*  ma;  b«  uA  ont.  Beddei,  if  I  vote  fin-  a  re- 
dnotion,  I  nu^  bo  aaqieeted  of  ooDrtiBg  popn- 
Iarit7  i  and,  if  againat  tt,  c^  deqiising  the  opin- 
htaa  of  mr  otwatitseota,  If  thay  hare  adopted 
tboaa  whkli  aonifl  meBbera  tell  oa  prevail 
■Dungat  tbek  oDDatttnanta.  I  do  not  Uke  to  be  in 
■noh  a  djienioiaj  nor  to  have  m^  independence 
nmiaoaoaarily  teied.  I  wiah.  aa  the  qneation  la 
befoie  ns,  tliat  it  may  be  fnllj  debated  here, 
and  evan  referred  to  the  farther  oooaideratlon 
ofsaeleeteaouaittw;  beeanaelthinkthe  t^in- 
liMa  even  <4  a  do^e  memlMr  and  hia  diatriot 
aihoold  be  treated  with  req>eet ;  and  that  when 
tbej  IwTe  been  tUrlf  fwored  to  be  fonnded  in 
•nor,  there  wUl  l>e  an  end  of  oomplainta,  and 
__ 1 i^  jjj^  dedaon  at  thie  House. 


_  .  ,  wa^  that  a  oonunittee  ahonld  be 

aqipointed  to  examme  and  report  vbetiier  an; 
snd  what  atteradona  were  neceaaarv  in  the  act 
ftiing  lolariea  to  the  offloerannder  Qoverament, 
He  anggested  tliis  amendment  from  no  motive 
irtiatevtr  Vnt  what  was  &ir.  There  had  been, 
ud  there  still  was,  a  degree  of  clamor  npon 
tba  aubjeet,  and  it  was  the  dnt;  of  the  Eoase  to 
p^  attention  to  the  voice  of  the  pobUe,  whether 
ri^t  or  wrong.  IC  upon  investigation,  it  ahoold 
M>pear  that  the  auariea  were  not  higher  than 
t&ey  ought  to  be,  tlies  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee woold  be  the  beat  metnod  for  stopping 
tiM  pnblic  clamor. 

ib.  OLUBOBin  hoped  that  the  committee 
wonld  not  Hee,  bat  dedde  the  potot.  He  trost- 
ad  tiiat  no  gentlemak  would  again  point  at 
bim,  and  say  that  the  motion  came  oat  of  his 
bntin.  There  was  not  one  officer  noder  Gov- 
tmmtmt  whom  he  would  noint  oat  and  sav, 
tiiat  snch  an  officer  had  too  higb  a  salary.  He 
had  expectations  that  this  discusrion,  by  bring- 
ing forward  the  observations  ot  several  gentle- 
■m,  woidd  In  aome  degree  satisfr  the  people, 
Mid  that  there  woold  be  no  more  pointmg  oat 
with  a  finger  and  saying,  "  ^%at  gott  a  ti^^l- 
Jar»-«-<Iay  man." 

Another  member  obaerved,  that  it  was  the 
dn^  of  the  HoDse  to  attoid  to  the  voice  of 
tbeb  oonstitDeDte,  and  for  this  reason,  he  dionld 
Tote  far  a  committee.  He  woatd  mention  what 
be  had  always  considered  ae  a  most  odious  dis- 
tinction, the  additional  dollar  per  day,  which  is 
to  be  pud  to  the  Senate  ftina  sad  after  the  4th 
of  Itarob  next.  [The  reader  will  obsnre,  that 
by  the  act,  member*  of  the  Benate  were  to 
have  seven  dollars  per  day,  bnt  the  addittoi 
dollar  waa  not  to  oommenoe  till  tiie  lapee 


years,*  when  all  the  Sooatora  vX  the  Qrat 
Oongreee  had  gone  onL]  There  was  another 
thing  for  which  he  never  eonld  see  any  reason, 
and  that  was  the  giving  of  the  twelve  dollaia 
per  day  to  the  BnAxza. 

Ur.  GiLza  waa  perfectly  oonvinoed  that  the 
aUowBDoe  to  tiie  members  ia  small  enongh  al- 
ready. Hie  saving  of  a  dollar  per  di^  anggeet- 
ed  by  Ur.  BuTHnroaQ,  would  be  bnt  little,  trad 
it  was  beginning  at  the  ftaaA  of  reeooroea. 
The  pay  oo^t  to  be  SDcb  as  would  brin«  per- 
sona of  nodding  dronmstaBcea  into  the  Honae ; 
persona  neitii^  too  iilg^  In  life  nortoo  low.  If 
the  pay  was  greatly  rednced,  none  bnt  very 
rich  people  could  afford  to  give  their  attendance, 
and  tf  too  high,  a  seat  in  the  Honse  might  be 
an  object  to  persona  of  an  opposite  deecriptioB. 
Fcffmeily  the  State  <jS  Tirgmia  allowed  dght 
dollan  per  day  to  the  memHn  of  its  L^lda- 
tore.  This  enm  bad  mnoe  been  rednced  to  rix 
doUara.  Hi.  Q.  mentioned  tlUs  to  show  that 
in  the  praetloe  of  indhidnal  Statee,  there  mij^t 
be  fbond  a  ^«oedentfivthe  allowance  to  mem- 
bera  of  Oongreee.  He  waa  for  voting  directly. 
Mr.  6.  said,  that  tkwe  waa  a  oonntry  from  whid) 
Amenoa  had  copied  a  great  deu,  and  r^ 
often  too  mooh ;  a  country  which  still  had  a 
very  pemidona  inflnraice  in  the  United  Statea. 
The  membeni  of  the  British  Hoase  of  Oom- 
mons  received  no  wagte,  while  the  officers  of 
State  had  immense  siuariee.  It  was  however 
nnderstood,  that  the  Britjsh  Honae  of  Oommona 
were  very  well  paid  for  the  trouble  of  th^  at- 
tendance. Hi,  O,  ^d  not  wish  to  see  soenea  of 
that  kind  in  thie  cotmtry. 

Ur.  HiLLHODsi  lioped  that  the  Honee  wonM 
have  done  with  this  thing  immediately,  as  it 
bad  now  answered  all  the  parposee  expected 
from  it,  and  be  trusted  that  all  motions  at  that 
sort  whioh  had  an  eye  to  certain  opwationa 
ont  of  the  Honse,  woald  meet  with  the  same  fiite> 

The  motion  waa  negatived  by  a  very  great 
nujority. 

[Before  the  a^Jonrnment,  the  Spukkb  nw- 
geeted  to  the  Honse  a  eoiwderable  inconv^- 
cDce,  oooadoned  by  gentlemen  bdng  introdneed, 
and  oconpying  BDch  parts  of  the  Honse  withont 
the  bar  aa  were  particatarly  allotted  fbr  the  nae 
of  the  Honse,  and  of  which  several  membera 
complained.  There  was  often  so  great  a  crowd 
that  members  coold  scarce  walk  round  when 
tiiey  had  papers  ti)  present  to  the  Chair.  The 
passage  was  often  obatmoted  when  messagea 
were  to  be  delivered,  and  fVeqaenUy  there  was 
no  room  left  for  the  membera  when  they  wished 
to  eonfer  privately  with  each  other.  Ae  ha 
did  not  conceive  himself  anthoriied  to  give 
spedol  directions  withont  orders  from  the 
Moose,  he  wooid  take  the  liberty  to  sugpeet  to 
the  memt>ers  of  the  Hoose,  when  intrudadng 
their  frienda,  the  propriety  at  ploHng  thera 
nnder  the  galleriee  to  the  left  of  ttie  Chair,  end 


*  Tba  aUttsetlon  wu  IsTldleiu,  mi  »cwb  ftll  uDd«  I 
a  of  pobNeopliilaBi  tut  themoda  dC  nuklnR  II  v«  w 
(nd  ft**d  lb*  atutnn  TSllSf  Air  111*  toen 


from  tha  Impntftdol  af  a  penoaal  m 
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nMTTing  tb«  tpMO  to  th»  lif^t  of  the  Oholr 
for  the  membersirf  both  brsncbeB  of  iht  Legu- 
lature,  the  Uplosati^  geatlemoi.  jndgw, 
other  offloeni>fOoT(mment;  whi^waag 
rmll  J  acqniesoed  in.] 

TBinai>i.T,  JuutKj  M. 
Aabos  KiTCBnx^  ratonied  to  mre  fai  tibiB 
Hooae,  M  «  membM  for  the  Btsto  of  K«w  Jer- 
aej,  ID  the  room  of  Atevham  OUrk,  deoum^ 
qipMKed,  prodoeed  hia  orodentfals,  and  took  hi* 
■Mt  ia  the  HooM;  the  ottb  to  sDpport  tiie  Oon- 
■fitDtkmof  th«  United  Ststea  bebg  ftnt  tdmin- 
]rt«red  to  hiM  by  )&.  ^kikb,  MoordiBg  to 

Tbe  House  thearestdved  itaelf  intoaOomndt- 
tee  of  the  Whde,  Hr.  Ooam  In  the  oh«Ii^  to  re- 
some  tke  ooDBderatifHL  of  Um  d^jas  of  TbMiiM 
Penon  sod  other*,  to  oertsdn  lands  lying  tm  the 
fronder  of  Um  Ska/t»  ot  North  fhwjfii.  and 
oeded  hj  the  OonuidarioDws  of  theUntted 
States  to  the  Indiaio. 

Hr.  OiLLBSHxtookopHtesntiJeettaitbesBine 
_..__  'n  whiohjt  stood  Wbre  he  e(»ke  the  pre- 


poee  of  lands  within  har  ohartered  llmitg,  and 
srom  the  sales  become  wealth;,  as  she  has  large 
Bmnsmtheftmdsl  Tie  State  of  Virginia  took 
advantage  trf  the  pnnshae  of  Heoderecn  and 
Ompaaj-,  tor  that  part  now  called  Keotnok]', 
althoB^  they  now  exdaim  that  the  pntvhHe 
was  onlawAil ;  ret,  anlawfU  as  tt  was,  re  has  ex- 
tbnished  the  udiau  title  to  those  laiMls,  Now 
If  ue  pnnhasB  of  Hendenws  and  Ootnpanr  hsd 
tUa  effect  on  the  nertli-eaet  rida  of  Veer's 
UiM,  whioh  diTfdee  Keotatkjfmm  the  BonOi' 
wert  Territory,  is  it  not  Jnst  that  it  shonld  haTC 
the  same  eflbst  <m  Oe  sonth-weet  side,  when 
made  by  t&e  same  persou,  on  the  eelf-sune  day  ! 
And  surely  the  rights  of  North  Carolina  must 
be  at  loiflt  eqnsl  to  thoaa  of  Eentnoky,  in  every 
thing  except  that  of  pa<wer.  Bat  is  Oongnn 
gMDg  to  leg^date  by  strength  of  fumf  I^ope 
not  It  has  been  admitted  b^  some  who  bare 
BBobsi  on  the  saMeot,  that  tbe  ottiiena  of  North 
Ovolina  haTe  a  ngbt  of  redress  by  law,  aad  by 
otbara,a^Iortlierow]iLegtBlatare,  Tothefimt 
of  these  I  aak,  against  whom  is  the  salt  to  com- 
mncot  Are  oar  dHiena,  thoA  bereft  of  their 
property,  to  be  comtNOed  to  Hdgste  eoits  at  law 
Cor  propo^  taken  for  pnUio  nee,  and  for  wMcJi 
thej  hare  a  Jnst  claim  against  tbe  United  6tat«fl ; 
or  hare  th^  not  an  eqoal  right  to  eompenaadon 
fcr  that  which  the  Unfted  States,  by  their  agent, 
took  frcim  than,  as  ethar  dtiaens  are  entitled  to, 
fer  w^erty  idrsdoally  taken  (m  tbe  high  was, 
I7  the  robbem  of  Britunt  And  do  we,  in  the 
kat  case,  say  to  these  onfbrtnnate  snffcrers,  oom- 


Fadimia, 


DMBoa  saiti  against  thoaa  who  hare  iidiind  nd 
No.  GoTenrntent  has  taken  tbe  fitiptna 
hai>d,ath«rown«oat  Lether  dosoirUti 
eitiiena  of  Noitit  Cardlna.  Or,  wiB  tb  G*- 
enuotntof  tfaot&titeaStataasDppmitlHdii  J 
of  theiqinredagainsthwovnExecntiTer  tl  | 
tb^du  It  against  tlia  State  of  NuthCkiriHt 
They  cannot ;  andfl-om-wlM  has  bees  nUIi 
this  matter,  it  is  plaJi)  tba^  m  the  Qowm^ 
of  the  United  States  has  oQBTWted  the  inraf 
of  the  oitjaena  d  North  n»r'iliini  to  tiM  «■« 
her  Qovemioeet,  coai^enBtioa  oaght  to  Wvi 
out  of  the  pablie  parse,  aa  tbe  caMmrvgril 
on  her  port,  dsrtroy  that  hand  <rf  mka  Mm 
her,  as  the  sDverdgnpover  of  the  CnitedGMt 
and  her  dtiiw<aDd  aa  not  raly  bomd  hi  giMi 
with  jutioe,  bat  also  to  protect  Oca  had 
maHnerofiignry,aavWldoaM«tJc^foragB.Xi 
G.  i^tdogized,  that  be  wis  witbaatanthatilrii 
Hie  Honae,  hat  woold  ^^ge  his  npMatfcatt 
what  he  ahoald  adraaoe^  tf  sot  TMhatua,  Ml 
be  in  snbstaooe  with  the  aaduw  qnoted: 

"RiaadmiHBdbyBiiiyithat  the  janm* 
Aori^IMsmns  apowtr,  ndtr  d»  Hwtttt^ 
donun,  to  allBato  A»  papvty  of  Uw  iriiK^il 
tte  baueflt  oT  the  Ctnmonnal^  by  iiiiiiaS 
pabUe  Decent ■gtJiiitprifalsiniiDT.-^  M«^ 
out  doQbt,tItey"dut  have  lost  m  mtiaaiti 
pnntny  W  the  pablic  ofs^  tn  sacb  aztiHnn,  idl 
to  hne  aatiiiitctioa  mad^  u  fitr  as  po^ik,  ^a 
CcmiMDwnllb.  Aaf  thii«  duat  <^  Mt  wvdd  * 
•ttijy  Aa  rwdpnxaiT  betireHi  the  fa*er«ifm  ^  ^ 
jiit.-—PufimJiHf,  J.  8,  e.  B,  5  7. 

Bat  can  PQbGc  neoeaaity  be  nrgad  ia  tli«;» 
sent  ease  to  jiwtift:  this.kind  of  political roWwj' 
I  answer,  no.  If  the  Indians  are  to  ba  k^B 
peace  by  bribes,  why  not,  in  this,  as  m  otto 
similar  oases,  by  presents  and  pecmuarrranitf 
Is  tt  not  an  indignity  to  tbe  TJiuted  (XOt » 
porehase  peace  from  an  In^ao  natioD,  ittln* 
pense  at  a  part  of  her  pm^^'  wbcee  raoM 


, 1    Snrdjfca 

ADd,  let  me  add,  is  it  not  an  invariable  sum 
with  all  anthoTB  on  Gorwnmant, 
"llwt  an  Nfoi&w  id  piopet^  mad*  V  i* 

Tidnali  foe  Um  pnbQc  boKfit  or  ■ iJn 

ihodU  or  oqglit  to  be  paid  ant  of  tha  pohlu  lanM 
aad  (bat  one  ihooid  not  bear  nun  «f  th*  bote  ItM 
»ll»r."— fli»*wkis«^  i  6,  *.  fi,  §  S7, » 
b  it  not,  then,  obviona  to  ail,  whowffl  nW 
on  this  salyeat,  that  oompensation  is  dns  to  IhM 
indiTldoala,  whose  i»>oper^  baa  beu  «R^ 
friHnthemnwGoTsmmMttrmipoaesI  IhtM* 
anthor  obsorea,  in  the  >8tb  section  cf  theMO* 


•nenign  powet  wiflmrt  _  „ .     . 

hi*  Tight  am)  prapar^,  mar  whata**"* 
gn  orac  him  wiliwat  Ui  enweaL* 


and  freqoaotly  dose  intarpoaa, 


a»f  004*1  tl* 
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nanat  Penon  ami  aliiri. 


divIdTul  to  aoqniesoe.  Bat  how  doee  it  ister- 
lee  and  compel  I  Not  b^  Htrippmg  the  Indi- 
diul  of  his  propertT  in  an  ubltniTT  manner. 
0.  Bnt  by  giving  >''ni  fall  and  unple  indemni- 
lation  for  the  injnry  gastaioed ;  for  there  mnrt 
I  an  end  of  all  social  oommeroe  between  man 
td  man,  unleas  private  poewaHionB  I>e  Becnred 
om  aqJoBt  invasioiu.  Thaa,  the  proteotioa  of 
Btate,  in  every  precedent  to  be  fbond  in  books 
lat  treat  of  the  ftrndameatal  law*  of  dvil 
■cie^,  or  in  the  reeolnttona  and  acta  of  the 
ritish  Parliament,  means  restitution,  indemnity, 
roompensation.  Qrotiv*,  when  treating  of  the 
■JttMtheaoTerngn  antnorityto  p\e  ap  or 
ike  the  propertj[  m  tlie  entUect,  ct^  it  "res- 
tnlion,  aatjafkelion ;"  Buriamaqvi,  "indem- 
Ity,  and  tndami^ing  tbe  anlject  for  the  injury 
istained ;"  and  Vat^  "recompense  oat  of  the 
nbllo  money."  It  ia  &rther  observed,  that  oasee 
f  thia  kind  operate,  like  proper^  thrown  into 
be  sea  to  lave  the  ship,  by  making  an  eetdmate 
f  the  Ion,  and  oanaing  an  equal  average  on  the 
foper^  iaved,  which  each  owner  is  boond  to 
^.  9o  that,  from  the  ftlleet  oonviodon,  I  am 
if  opinion  the  dtizena  of  North  OaroUna  are 
ntitled  to  the  relief  reported  by  the  select 
nnunittee,  and  that  strict  Jastioe  reqalree  ire 
iboild  comply  with  it;  fbr,  as  I  have  aald,  in 
wtliiDg  ia  the  Government  of  the  Tlnited  States 
nore  oonoemed,  in  a  anperlative  degree,  Ukan  to 
Icdng  strict  Jnstiee  to  her  oitiienB.  aaofthe'-  ' 
mportance  m  preeerving  the  aflections  of 
Mople  to  the  Government.  Yacanciee  in  oor 
lei«rtraents,  civil,  Judicial,  or  military,  may  l>e 
Killed  as  well,  but  to  restore  the  oonfldence 
if  a  people  borne  down  with  oppreesSon,  ex- 
mds  comprebenmon.  It  is  like  attempting  to 
'atnm  from  the  grave— is  without  precedent,  and 
(vaia  labor  Indeed.  At  difibrent  epochs  it  has 
ihook  tJie  fbond^loiu  of  monarohiea,  aod  oanaed 
grants  to  tremUe  and  atmte  far  their  orime* 
rith  th^  Uvea ;  and,  M I  wM  at  an  earir  stage 
:'  the  debate,  If  nnupen,  grants,  and  deqtots 
ittn  been  compelled  to  do  jn^oe  l>y  this  nnde- 
>iib)e  law  of  nature,  diatl  the  Government  ot 
In  United  Btat«a,  (bonded  on  the  pnre  prinoi- 
*e  of  Democraoy,  be  leas  Jnrt?  Surely  not, 
uTO  we  received  a  power  to  ezerdse  in  wan- 
_i ,    ;thoBe  who  gave  it!    God  for- 


I  pard<»  my  detidiung  them,  at 
M  when  every  moment  is  predooa.    Bnt  tL. 
1^  I  owe  to  my  injured  oonstltnents  forlnda 
koe^  and  will,  I  bq>e,  be  a  tuffltuent  aifioioef. 
^■U,  therefore,  sntimit  to  the  Judgment  of  & 

~Mrat  doubting  bnt  Josttee  wiU  be  done. 

.  NioHouB  was  satisfied  that  the  porcha 
bof  tlie  lands  had  a  elaim  ritber  agunrt  tl 
Uted  States  or  the  Btate  of  North  Carolina. 
Kh  had  been  s^  al>oQt  the  Indian  ri^t ;  but 
H  bdians  never  had  been  fit  to  ocoapy  theee 
It  could  never  have  been  the  aeaisn  of 

n  that  these  people  ehoold  be  termed  tb< 

asoTS  of  land  which  they  were  incapable 
p<^c>y.   He  was,  upon  the  whole,  on  the  side 


\  W,  Smtth  had  found  mnch  difficulty  in 
fonning  his  opinion  upon  this  question.  He  had 
at  first  been  somewhat  disposed  against  the 
cbUmante,  bnt  at  last,  aSet  fall  deliberation,  he 
was  convinced  of  the  Jnstioe  of  giving  them  re- 
dress. He  requested  the  particular  attention 
and  candor  of  the  House.  The  United  Btatea 
were,  in  this  case,  made  a  Jndge  in  their  own 
oanee,  and  therefore  it  became  more  their  duty 
to  examine  every  part  of  the  saltjeot  with  the 
more  aoouraoy.    Mr.  8.  then  began  a  distinct 


lina  was  a  British  Colony,  and  the  British  Crown 
conridered  itself  as  entitled  to  beatow  graBts  of 
territory.  In  that  year.  North  Carolina  became 
a  sovereign  State,  and  oonseqaently  she  oon- 
oeived  herself  as  snoceeding  to  the  right  of  the 
British  Orown,  and  as  having  a  right  to  beatow 
grants  in  the  same  wa;^  as  the  Kings  of  Great 
Brit^  had  done.  Thu  claim  'was  asserted  in 
her  general  Declaration  of  Bights,  and  it  was 
inooirerated  into  her  constitution.  When 
North  Oart^a  entered  into  the  Union,  all  the 
LegialativQ  rif^ta  of  the  State  were  preaerred, 
ana.  1^  a  neoeaaary  inference  her  title  to  the 
tends  con^^eoded  in  her  original  charter.  In 
1768,  the  State  opened  an  offloe  to  sell  the  abeo- 
Inte  ri^t  c^  auon  land*  as  had  not  been  dioMA- 
«d  of.  In  1780,  North  Carolina  ceded  the  right 
of  Jorisdiotion  ia  the  United  Stales,  but  she  re- 
served her  own  Legislative  rights,  and  oonse- 
quentty  her  right  to  sell  the  lands  within  her 
own  territory ;  and  in  disposing  of  the  lands  in 

auestion,  the  State  did  not  intend  merely  to  sell 
le  ri^t  of  i«e-emption  &«m  the  Indians,  bnt 
the  abscdnte  tiUe  to  the  lands.  Mr.  S.  read  » 
ipKft  of  the  constitution  of  North  Ouolina,  In 
order  to  explain  what  deove  of  legislatioD  the 
State  had  ocMiceded  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  what  part  she  reserved  to  hereetf ;  and  he 
waa  dearly  of  c^Inion,  that  the  disposal  ot  the 
lands  had  been  reawved.  In  17^  the  State 
oflered  these  lands  for  sale.  In  1786,  tlie  Com- 
misaioners  of  the  United  States  assigned  a  great 
part  of  them  to  the  Indians.  In  17^  the  Legia- 
latsre  of  North  Carolina  declared  that  tiiey 
would  aapport  the  purchasers.  The  grand  ques- 
tion now  is,  did  the  State,  by  acceding  to  tiie 
oonfederation,  give  np  faer  right  of  lepslation  t 
She  gave  up  hw  right  to  make  Indian  treaties, 
bat  reeoved  that  of  legislation,  because,  aa 
above  obeured,  it  fimned  a  part  of  her  oonsti- 
tution,  which  was  nudetstooa  to  continne  un- 
stated. These  lands  were  bought  with  certifl- 
cates,  which  it  was  alleged,  on  the  other  dde, 
would  purohase  nothing  elsk  If  the  certiScatea 
would  purchase  nothing  else,  it  was  proper  at 
least  that  they  ihonld  nave  been  reetored  to 
their  firet  owners,  who  might  have  snbsi^bed 
them  to  BMit  of  the  publio  debt  of  the  United 
Statea.  They  were  certainly  entitled  either  to 
thdr  land  or  their  oertifloates.    These  certifi- 


,glc 


ABKIDOMENT  OP  THE 


a  w  B.] 


[J^avAKr,  IM. 


o&tea,  which  were  paid  into  the  Trtamrj  of 
ITorth  Oarolina,  were  those  of  the  United  StAtea. 
If  the  owners  bad  oalj  >  pre-emption  right,  Mr. 
S.  looted  that  the  oertificotee  ehoold  be  returned. 

Ur.  Srimwick  said,  that  this  waa  qnite  a  new 
fact  to  him,  and  if  it  waa  u  stated,  tliere  waa 
no  necessity  for  LegJalatiFe  interference  at  all. 
liie  State  of  North  Carolina  bad  oalj  U>  oome 
forward  and  snbacribe  them  to  the  Treaiory. 

Kr,  W,  Bvita  explained,  that  when  delivered 
into  the  Treasni?  of  Hgrth  Carolina,  they  had 
b«en  oanoelled.  After  thia  the;  were  agun 
mrdertd  to  be  made  onrrent  hj  the  aabacripUoiu 
of  the  officers  of  the  State,  and  in  that  ah^te 
they  were  olTered  to  the  Oommiwionen  of  Loana, 
who  refosed  to  aooept  them.    The  exact  amonnt 


belonged.    They  had  been  oanoelled,  bnt  not 
destroyed. 
Ifr.  BoiTDDior  Imsfined  that  Mr.  Sioth  had 


to  BcU  the  lands  waa  wroi%  and  this  doctrine 
had  been  the  canae  itf  all  tne  diqtatM  In  whidt 
the  Federal  OoTeniment  has  been  engaged.  The 
Grown  ot  Britain  had  never  pretended  to  any 
riffht  of  thia  kind,  nor  ever  thon^t  it  had  a 
tide  to  any  lauds  till  they  were  first  purchased 
from  the  Indians.  The  q^aeetjon  before  the  oom- 
mittee  was,  have  the  Umted  Btates  taken  away 
any  claim  which  the  porcbasers  of  these  lan^ 
Iiad  t  And  the  answer  i&  that  tite  United  Btates 
have  not.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  only 
had  a  right  to  sill  the  privilege  of  pre-emption. 
This  waa  the  only  right  whion  the  porohasers 
obtuoed,  and  this  right  they  atill  poaaeaa.  Aa 
to  the  certificates,  they  were  not  those  of  the 
United  Stat«B,  bqf  those  of  North  Carolina, 
They  were  not  Continental  certtfioates,  and  for 


these  certiflcates  LDt«  hat  aooonnt 
General  Qoveminent.  The  oommis^onera,  in 
1786,  had  done  a  very  great  service  to  North 
Oaroliua,  by  settling  a  line  of  boundary,  and 
patting  an  end  to  the  Indian  war.  He  tbongbt 
that  the  beet  way  would  be  for  the  olaimanta  to 
apply  to  the  Ezeontive,  and  agree  among  them- 
selves to  eztingmah,  by  an  interference  of  that 
kind,  the  Indum  right  This  would  be  mneh 
better  than  for  the  Honae  to  involve  itulf  in  the 
pnrdiase  of  on  immense  tract  of  land,  at  an  ez- 

Ew  of  seven  or  eight  hnndred  thonaand  dcdlan, 
bow  mnch  more,  Vr.  B.  ooold  not  ttH,)  when 
e  waa  so  mnob  oocauon  for  the  money  to  pay 
the  national  debt  He  agtdn  decdared  tiiot  he 
abonld  think  it  the  beet  way  to  obtain  tiie  good 
officea  of  the  Ezeontive  fai  eztlngtdaking  the 
Indian  right  The  Siz  Nations  possessed  port 
of  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania.  This  State 
also  may  apply  to  the  General  Government  for 
redress,  if  Nortih  Carolina  were  to  get  payment 
for  these  landa.  The  Btate  of  New  Tork  may 
do  so,  fof  the  same  reasons  as  North  Carolina. 
This  would  be  involriDg  the  Qovemmmit  in  an 


endless  labyrinth.  He  waa  as  nnwilting  mi^ 
gentleman  in  the  Eoose  to  interfere  with  da 
rights  of  the  Legislature  of  Korth  Coroba. 
Bat  he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  Hooae  niii 
blindfold  into  the  bnsineas.  The  United  StMm 
have  too  much  land  already. 

Mr.  KrrTBKi. — Hie  oerdfioAtes  mnst  Im 
been  given  in  by  North  Cardins  to  the  TTniad 
BUtes.  She  denied  the  risht  a[  the  emn- 
sioners,  in  1786,  to  make  uidian  tre«tie^  liK 
now  that  right  is  nven  np.  He  agmi  wftk 
Mr.  BouDiNOT  as  to  fais  obeehratioiis  on  Pna^ 
vania.  Georgia  also,  he  s^  hftd  about  mitt 
milliona  of  acres  within  her  ^urtcred  bsA 
The  bnsineas  woold  never  have  an  end,  if  As 
Genwal  Govemneat  was  to  interfere  ia  d 
these  oases. 

Mr.  Boorr. — Has  not  this  Gavernment  a  ri^ 
to  reeljain  every  wild-goose  ezcorrifm  into  tka 
woods  I    If  it  has  not,  the  Uni<Ki   ;       '  "" 

?roHtrate  at  the  feet  of  every  irild  e 
ennsylvaoia,  at  a  great  expense,  ma  ,  , 
rations  for  an  establishment  st  Preeqalik. 
Thegroond  hod  been  bonght  at  agreotexpcBH 
from  the  United  States.  Yet  fbr  the  sake  <t 
general  peace,  the  settlement  had  been  ttappA 

Mr.  MoDowBu.  denied  that  the  two  csMi 
oorreq)onded,  tar  the  lands  at  PreaqnTde  hod 
not  been  givuk  to  the  Six  Natiims. 

Mr.  BoDbiKOT  difihred  tram  the  lost  spMfar. 
He  did  not  think  that  any  tlung  &rther  had  ben 
done  against  the  interest  of  North  Oartdina  thM 
against  that  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Blount  denied  that  the  Indians  ever  oe- 
CD|ned  the  lands  in  qneation,  or  wei«  fit  to  oe- 
cnpy  them,  in  any  pr(q>er  sense  of  the  wori. 
To  walk  ooroas  a  country,  and  to  shoot  in  it, 
waa  different  from  an  ooonpotion.  Bot,  liriiiijii, 
the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  were  not  the  osdr 
tribes  who  had  hunted  tbue.  It  had  been  sna 
yeaterdw  that  these  lands  gave  rise  to  q>e«da- 
Uoa.  Mr.  B.  wished  that  it  had  done  ao,  fiw  ia 
that  case  the  oertifloates  would  oil  have  be« 
paid  by  this  time.  There  waa  no  diffieahr  in 
funding  Southern  oertiflcatea,  when  onoe  UMf 

St  into  the  hands  of  Noruiem  speetdatcn 
'.  B,  tbon^t  himself  entitled  to  reotive  heck 


Mr.  IbiuiT  reqneeted  the  &vor  of  SHiy 
gMitleinan  to  inform  him,  whether  the  lands  ia 
qnestion  were  possessed  and  ocon^ed,  in  tha 
more  oivilized  sense  of  the  terms,  by  the  wUta 
peoplel  He  hdieved  they  were  not  Had  thv 
been  in  peaceable  poMOSVonj  fiving  on,  and  enf- 
tjvating  the  lands,  that  oironmatiaee  wimU 
tona  a  very  int«reeting  motive  in  his  mind  in 
favor  of  the  indemnity  that  waa  asked.  Bo^ 
in  fact,  they  never  were  possaiand  of  any  ri^ 
bnt  that  which  North  Candina  could  give  tbsni 
— the  pre>emptiDn  right;  that  right  they  now 
poeaessed  as  folly  ss  tney  did  st  the  time  of  the 
oession  to  the  United  States  ptr.  OAnns  rose, 
and  informed  him,  that  many  white  pelade  who 
hod  begun  fkrms  were  driven  off  their  lands,  and 
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■adnced  to  great  distrea  b;  the  prooeediogs  of 
iie  eommimoners.]  Hr.  M.  tAii,  an  amiment 
ibuck  bim  of  lonie  weight — that  if  th«  cUim  be 
^iSed,  tbe  clainuuit*  will  b«  in  a  better  iitn- 
itioQ  DOW  than  thej  would  have  been  if  tbe 
««eioD  had  not  been  made ;  for  North  Oaroliua 
odd  Dot  hare  given  them  absolate  posseanon 
Hit  bv  force  of  anna.  This  she  would  not  have 
I  right  to  do,  nnder  this  Ooofederation,  nor 
ind^  tiie  ocffistitDldDD,  aa  no  one  Btate  can  make 
rar.  Bnt  the  claimants  can  aak  nothing  more 
if  the  Uaitad  States  than  they  oonld  have  had 
leoomplished  for  them  by  the  State  of  Nortli 
Carolina.  A  new  doctrine,  resolting  from  the 
ierolntion,  mnst  be  admitted  as  a  groand  of 
enoning^  when  Indian,  onoonqtiered  territory, 
■  bdbre  na.  Tbe  Provincee  bad  power,  as  in- 
Uvidosl  bodies — which  States,  aa  mob,  have 
lot — the  ridit  of  making  war,  and  gaining  poe- 
cnaon  of  Lidiuk  territoty  by  oonqoeat  Bo  it 
*as,  that  a  province  oooid,  fKim  its  own  sepa- 
■te  reaonrces^  make  war  on  Indiana,  and  pay 
BdiTidnally  the  eipeuse.  Bat  when  tbe  great 
nnUat  tot  i)idq»endence  came  on,  all  the  States 
fere,  in  fact,  prindpal  oonfbdented  l>odie8,  long 
lefore  they  signed  the  paper  of  confederation. 
7ba  doctrine,  which  suited  saoh  a  body  of 
itatea,  was,  that  whatever  might  be  gained  by 
be  joint  efforts  and  expenM  of  all,  sbonld  be 
ba  pnqterty  of  all,  Jomtly;  and  he  thonght 
tmt  every  principle  cf  aoond  Justice  warranted 
dm  In  applying  the  doctrine,  so  far  as  to  say, 
hot  whatever  might  be  the  chartered  limits  of 
ach  province,  while  dependent,  yet  the  moment 
i  tlM  )cdnt  oonteet  was  that  in  which  the  true 
imila  of  a  State  wera^  aa  for  as  property  in  land 
rent,  oonflned  to  Utat  boundary  wUoIi  irae 
saUr  located,  ooenpied,  and  peajwably  holden 
rithm  the  linuta.  To  say  that  the  8tat«  had  a 
igbt  more  positive  than  the  pre-emptive  one, 

0  Unda  actoally  occupied  and  defended  by 
uMile  tribes  of  Indians  within  tbe  chartered 
imita,  admits  a  prindple,  that,  if  put  into  action, 
ended  neceaasrily  to  violate  the  great  principle 
if  the  ConfederaUon,  and  of  the  present  oonsti- 
ntion,  which  diverts  the  individual  States  of 
1m  ri^t  to  make  war ;  as  the  State  to  make 
|ood  any  aalea  ahe  might  make  within  tiie  hos- 
B»  tontory,  would  be  obliged  to  make  war  on 
Iw  tribes  to  disposMH  toem.  The  lands  in 
\fMioti  were  in  Uiis  ritnation.  They  were  oo- 
spied  by  In^an  tribes,  and  were  never  in  poe- 
«ion  of  N(«ih  Carolina.  Tbe  gentleman 
hsn  that  State  seems  to  donbt  the  ooonpant? 

1  the  tribMi  Ur.  U.  believed  we  would  violate 
irindples  of  justioo  were  we  to  borrow  the 


•rinciple  of  oo 
t  to  Indian  si 


society.  The  Indian  tribes 
otain  tracts  of  land^  As  to  the  mode  In  which 
bey  thonght  it  most  rational  to  use  the  land, 
t  wu  nothing  aghast  their  ri^t  to  say  its  ez- 
irdie  difibred  fiom  onr  mode.  He  understood 
b^  mads  a  hunting  gronnd  of  the  land  in  dia- 
rata.  They  hod  a  ri^t  to  use  it  as  such,  and 
iielr  mode  d  use  was  no  argument  against  th^ 
'i^   A0  Uiat  oauld  be,  or  was  pn>v«d  to  be- 


long to  North  Carolina,  was  the  colonial  right 
to  qualified  sovereignty,  called  the  pre-emption 
right.  This  was  ul  she  conld  grant  and  this 
was  all  that  the  claimants  oonld  take  from  her. 
They  had  that  now ;  and  as  he  oonld  not  see 
the  propriety  of  making  their  situation  better 
than  if  the  cession  had  not  been  made,  so  Ite 
could  not  agree  to  the  lesolntion  for  giving 
them  iodemnity.  Perbuts  bis  ideaa  on  the 
anbject  might  be  fasMoned  by  local  oircamstan- 
ces,  belonging  aa  he  did  to  a  Slat«  which  had 
no  share  m  thoee  rich  ftmds  which  the  targe 
frontier  BtatM  posaeased,  he  thonght^  very  un- 
inatl^,  in  immense  tracts  of  back  lands.  He 
felt  It  a  duty  to  narrow  all  daims  like  the 
OTesent  aa  mncb  as  poedble.  Oonneoticat, 
Rhode  Island,  Jersey,  Delaware,  Maryland,  were 
all  in  the  same  aituation.  They  had  no  back 
lands,  and  were  divested  of  the  share  thev  were 
JDBtly  entitled  to  in  the  back  lauds,  which  now 
bring  immense  funds  of  wealth  into  the  land 
offices  of  those  States  which  possess  them. 

Ur.  HauTia  wished  to  have  that  part  c^  tbe 
law  read  which  relates  to  the  species  of  oertifl- 
oates  referred  to  in  tbe  debate ;  this  was  ao- 
cordingly  done,  Mr.  H.  said  that  he  bad  not 
enongfa  of  evidence  before  him  to  give  a  rote. 
He  therefinv  wished  that  the  comimttee  might 

Ur.  UiooiT  said,  that,  according  to  Ur.  Bot- 
DiHOT,  it  was  the  doctrine  of  North  Carolina  in 
1T88,  that  the  State  possessed  aright  to  tiienn- 
appropriated  lands.  If  that  was  ttieir  doctrine 
then,  nothing  had  since  happened  which  oonld 
make  it  cease  to  be  so  now.  The  Grown  of 
Hritain  bad  tranBferred  the  ohaolate  pn^ker^ 
of  lands,  wifbout  inquiring  for  pemdmon  fh>m 
the  Indians.  This  evidence  went  strongly  to 
prove  that  North  Oaroiina  had  the  some  title. 
The  case  of  Prea^u'Isle  did  not  qiply,  fi>r  Penn- 
^Ivania  was  raismg  troops  to  make  that  settle- 
ment, and  no  State  can,  by  tbe  otmatitntioii, 
raise  troops  of  itseUL  He  wished  the  committee 
not  to  rise  till  they  had  determined  the  qncstian. 

Mr.  Curbs  iiad  foreseen  that  the  claim  be- 
fore the  committee  would  be  opposed  npon 
various  grounds:  but  lie  considered  none  of 
them  as  well  fonnded.  Qrante  were  firatfmada 
by  North  Carolina  to  individuals,  of  lands  with- 
ia  her  chartered  boundary.  The  oesdon  made 
to,  and  a43oepted  by  the  United  States,  condi- 
diraed  to  eeoore  the  interest  of  individnala  A 
treaty  waa  thereafter  ordered  to  be  held  by  the 
Uidted  States  with  the  Indians,  and  by  that 
tres^,  lands  fbrmeriy  granted,  were  relinquished 
toQiem.  Tbe  commisdoners  of  North  Osrolina 
protested  in  form.  The  people  turned  oat,  had 
paid  ten  pounds  the  hundred  acres,  fbr  their 
tanda,  and  they  were  entitled  to  compensstiixi 
from  North  Carolina,  or  from  the  United  States. 
It  had  been  said  that  North  Carolina  had  no 
right  but  that  of  pre-emption.  This  Mr,  0. 
denied.  North  Carolina  had  a  ri^t  to  all  the 
luids  within  her  boundary ;  and  there  was  am 
express  agreement  reserving  those  lands  to  in- 
dividnalBi    Why  did  the  United  States  contra^ 
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with  the  Sute,  If  ihe  had  no  rigtitt  Hie 
Indisns  never  oould  hare  been  ooDridered  kn 
{ndependent  nation,  else  there  would  be  oom- 
penwtioD  in  imp<trio.  He  mmtioned  the  case 
of  the  TalliMee  Conotrj  cont^ning  foor  mUlion 
of  sores.  By  e  treaty  made  in  ITBS,  between 
the  Btate  of  Geoi^  and  the  Oreebk  this  land 
was  ceded  to  Qeorgift.  By  a  ieoond  treaty  at 
New  York,  thia  very  oonntry  was  rdinqliiBhed 
to  the  Indians,  and  of  oonrHe  ibe  ftotui  ,lf^  li^t 
of  the  StaU  wreeted  ttom  them.  If  a  dedsion 
oonld  be  had  on  this  ease  before  a  Jadidal 
tribunal,  it  woold  not  require  a  moment  b  bed- 
tation  to  determine  In  favor  of  the  State,  and 
that  the  treaty  was  a  nullity.  It  had  been  al- 
lesed  that  the  ri^t  of  pre-«mption  was  the 
only  right  in  poesesrion  of  the  States,  that  is, 
a  title  to  purchase  of  the  holders  of  the  pro- 
perty. In  aielorion  of  all  other  Btates,  or  indi- 
TidojOs  thereof  or  the  partionlar  State.  Mr,  0. 
contended  that  the  fee-rimple  of  all  the  soil 
within  the  ofaartered  limita  belonged  to  the 
State.  As  to  the  boandaries,  the  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  setUea  them  beyond  oontratUo- 
tion.  Aa  to  the  proprietors  of  ttieae  lands  being 
in  no  worse  condition  now  than  before  the 
oesdon  book  to  the  Indiana,  the  people  were 
plonghing  the  lands,  when  driven  flvm  them, 
and  will  any  gentleman  say  that  this  is  not  it^nr- 
ing  people  f  As  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
having  no  partioalar  clfum  to  the  land  now 
beyond  the  Indian  line,  he  wonld  pnt  a  case 
within  the  chapter  of  poMibilitJes.  Suppose 
that  all  the  Indians  were  driven  over  the  Mis- 
rissippi  to-morrow,  to  whom  wonld  the  lands 
which  they  now  posseas  belong!  The  partico- 
lar  States  to  be  snra,  within  whose  range  they 
lay.  The  gentlemen  who  advocate  for  morality, 
and  who  talk  of  treating  the  Indians  with  bn- 
manity,  are  the  very  men  who  have  nniformly 
oonntenanoed  the  raising  of  troope,  and  aogment- 
ing  the  force  on  onr  north-wcBtern  frontiers. 
How  can  they  reconcile  their  oondnctt  The 
Indians  to  the  South  are  to  be  treated  with  hn- 
manily,  and  those  to  the  North  are  t*  be 
botchered,  that  the  United  States  may  eqjoy 
their  property. 

Mr.  BoimiNOT  nid,  that  the  charter  from 
Britun  extended  to  the  Sonth  Sea,  bnt  snch  a 
stretch  of  territory  was  not  really  claimed  by 
Britain.  He  read  aereral  of  the  old  laws  of 
North  Carolina,  to  prove  that  the  Indian  right 
of  soil  had  always  been  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Bloott  had  never  thonght  of  qnoling 
this  book,  which  he  now  did,  to  show  that  the 
British  Qovemment  had  anthorized  conqneat. 
He  did  not  know  of  one  porohase  made  in 


Ar.  MoDowxix. — Thorn  lands  which  are  the 
mbjact  of  debate,  and  which  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen have  contended,  that  North  Oarolina 
had  not  a  right  to  grant  to  her  citizens,  have 
been  proved  to  be  within  the  chartered  limita 
aa  granted  by  Charles  IL,  and  which  limits, 


sovereignty  and  JnrlacUctlon  wm  | 
to  the  Sut«  by  the  ArtideB  of  Gradbi 

After  this,  andirithiii  the  year  1781,  At 
LegislatQre  passed  a  law  fbr  c^tening  as  oBa 
to  receive  entries  of  lands  !n  the  disbtiet  d 
oonntty  now  called  the  tcaritoiy  notttti  of  At 
Ohio,  for  the  redemption  ttt  apaaal  and  oAb 
oertiflcBt«B;  and  after  a  nnmber  of  the  anrv<^ 
were  made,  and  the  grants  iasoed,  the  Gots» 
ment  of  the  United  Statea  ordervd  «  b«a^  > 
be  held  with  the  Cherokee  Indiana  at  Holoca, 
in  the  year  17B0,  and  the  oomminoneisagnri 
to  give  np  a  large  quantity  of  lands  beftanstitsi 
to  the  Indians ;  but,  previous  to  artidea  hisi 
ngned.  Colonel  Blonnt,  who  was  the  agent  fa 
North  Carolina,  entered  his  protest  in  hOaild 
the  State,  that  some  of  the  artioles  abont  to  ki 
entered  into  between  the  ootniniadoDen,  <«tk 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Oherofac  b- 
dlans,  wonld  infringe  an  the  LegislatiTe  r^k 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  Le^ 
latnre  of  the  State  also  protested  against  & 
proceedings. 

I  mnst  here  remark,  that  the  then  QoTenmnt 
of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  ArtKte 
of  Confederation,  oould  not  legally  make  un  d 
the  property  of  the  &tat«  fbr  any  pnipoee  vA- 
ont  thotf  oonsenL 

Thiscontinnedtohe  thedtnatioii  of  thistjas- 
nees,  till  after  Congress  requested  a  oe«oo  d 
those  lands,  with  the  sovereignty  thereof  wbi^ 
now  fonn  the  territory  aonth  of  the  (ttdo, 
which  was  oomplied  with  under  oertun  ma- 
vations,  to  oontinne  claims,  and  the  sitnatkai 
of  the  claimants  as  good  as  though  this  raiiki 
had  not  been  made,  which  was  a  complete  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  right  of  NorUi  CmStt, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  bnt  in  nj 
opinion  placed  them  in  the  same  atnation  tisi 
the  State  would  have  been  in,  had  the  rinrifii 
not  taken  place. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  Gom- 
ment,  another  treaty  was  ordered  to  be  hM 
with  the  Indians,  and  the  lands  were  giv«o  up 
to  the  Indiana  Here  the  Executive  right  tp 
make  snch  treaty  may  be  qnestioned,  aiid  I  to- 
lleve  rightly  too ;  for  it  wonld  be  an  extnor- 
dinary  power  for  them  to  mate  oae  of  the  [M- 
perty  of  individuals,  without  their  consent,  or 
making  any  compensation,  and  ^ply  it  toiM- 
tional  pnrposes.  Great  difficulties  would  be  in- 
volved were  a  remedy  to  be  attempted  in  a  judi- 
cial way  against  the  Government.  I  do  thwdin 
think  either  that  policy  or  interest,  on  the  p«t 
of  the  United  States,  would  point  out  a  compli- 
ance, in  part,  with  Uie  report  on  the  table,  fyr 
it  will  not  plaoe  the  United  States  in  any  wmie 
situation  than  they  wonld  have  been  in,  had 
the  lands  not  been  entered.  Had  that  been  the 
ease,  those  oerti6cates  would  have  been  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  a  debt  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, bnt  on  their  being  snbscriited  now,  to 
the  amoimt  actually  pud  (m  their  relinqnishiiu 
their  claim,  yon  would  then  have  the  1^^ 
which  will  be  valuable  at  a  period  fer  distant 

Some  gentlemen  appear  to  be  alarmed  at  tht 
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am ;  bat  if  the  principle  la  a  Jost  or  fitir  one, 
he  BDm  onght  not  to  be  an  objection,  I  will 
ere  state  fnrther,  to  remoTe  the  alarms  of  those 
eotleinen,  that  the  Bmn  will  fall  for  short  of 
\i6  ttatement  nuule  hf  Ur.  Je&reon,  ae  a  great 
ednction  is  to  be  taken  from  that ;  tmt  I  can  fur- 
her  assert,  that  a  gre«t  namber  of  the  dumants 
ronld  not  relinqniah  tbrir  clwm  to  said  lands 
J  snbBcribe ;  it  wonld  generally  be  anch  as  are 
1  indigent  circamstanoes.  And  here  I  can- 
ot  help  mating  some  reply  to  the  objeotions 
Med  bj  Beverij  membera,  who  have  alleged 
liat  North  Carolina  had  acted  wrong  in  selling 
iiese  lands  before  they  had  eztingniahed  the 
sdian  claim,  and  that  the  claimants  were  in  no 
(OTse  aitnation  than  they  wonld  have  been  had 
be  ceeeioQ  not  hare  taken  place.  I  am  not  a 
ttle  surprised  to  find,  that  gentlemen  cannot 
»  the  distinotiQii,  for  had  the  ceesiiHi  and 
raaty  at  Eolston  taken  place,  they  were  at 
berty  to  settle  the  la&da,  and  NorUi  Carolina 
ru  bound  to  protect  them ;  but  since  the  treaty 
ad  been  made,  the  land  is  not  only  given  np 
»  stated,  bnt  it  is  made  criminal  to  cross  the 
onndary.  Kr.  Dbxtkb  has  stated  that  North 
krolina  has  acted  nnlnstly  and  wrong  in  mat- 
t^  sale  of  those  lande  before  she  had  eztiu' 
tnshed  the  Indian  cl^ms. 
Here  I  shall  repeat  what  I  stated  before  in 
nswer  ta  what  the  gentleman  hae  stdd :  Tbit 
be  Indian  claims  to  said  lands  were,  in  part, 
ztingnished  by  Henderson's  pnrchase,  and  part 
y  oonqnest,  and  that  a  considemble  part  of  the 
Hida,  tibat  no  natjon  of  Indians  conla  establish 
,  dum  to,  had  been  claimed  hy  different  tribes 
a  territory  groncds,  but  had  not  been  inhabit- 
d  by  any  tribe  within  the  memory,  or  any  ac- 
oont  that  can  be  traced,  and  for  as  great  a 
eDgth  of  time  tbe  different  tribes  had  been  at 
r«r  with  each  other  about  the  right  of  hunt- 
er on  said  land.  Bat  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
ight  of  North  Oarolina,  I  believe  no  member 
las  a  right  to  call  it  in  qaeetion  at  this  time. 
[he  gentleman's  arEnments  wonld  have  been 
oore  applicable  at  t£e  time  the  cession  act  was 
inder  consideration ;  and  as  to  what  the  mem- 
)er  a^d  about  the  principle  and  precedent  it 
fonld  fix,  I  will  only  call  the  attention  of  that 
■entleman  and  the  oomnuttee,  to  the  conduct  of 
he  Qovemment  of  the  United  States.  Have 
h^  not  pushed  oonqneeta  into  the  Indian 
mmby  north-weet  of  theOMo?  Aretheynot 
lontinuing  to  do  so,  and  Is  it  not  in  contempla- 
ioa  to  sell  large  qoantitiea  of  lands  in  that 
oniitry,  that  have  never  been  pnTchased  t  If 
o,  the  precedent  whicJi  the  gentleman  fears  so 
oDch  is  already  established.  Bat  here  I  beg 
eave  to  caU  the  attention  of  the  committee,  in 
he  most  seriona  manner,  to  the  nomber  of 
itizens  concerned,  perhaps  near  twenty  thou- 
Mnd.  A.  great  namber  of  them  are  men  who 
^med  ont  in  support  of  the  American  Inde- 
lendoioe,  who  fought,  who  bled,  and  fomiahed 
heir  property  freely  to  the  snpport  of  the  cause. 
Pbr  this  service  they  received  certificates,  which 
■hey  wished  to  resize  by  entering  a^d  lands. 


[H.  or  & 

and  flattered  themselveB  with  sitting  down  on 
those  lands,  and  m  the  latter  part  of  life  mak- 
ing themselves  and  families  happy.  Their  hopes 
were  soon  blasted.  After  the  act  of  last  session, 
the  Treaty  of  Holston  took  place,  which  gave 
their  property  to  a  savage  and  cniel  enemy,  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  an  enemy  who  not  only  were 
opposed  to  ns  throngh  the  war  with  Britain,  but 
ever  ainee  have  been  imbming  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  innocent  women  and  children. 
What  will  be  the  feelings  of  the  claimanta,  who 
have  acted  as  I  have  stated,  when  they  find  that 
their  regnest,  which  to  be  snre  is  a  modest  one, 
and  which  is  only  to  be  reimbursed  for  snma 
actually  paid,  is  remsed?  Should  this  be  the  deci- 
don,  lleave  you  todraw  theconcloaioD.  Shonld 
they  proceed  to  settle  those  lands  in  oppoailion 
to  Uie  treaty,  I  shonld  not  be  much  snrprised. 
But  the  report  on  your  table  goes  too  far,  as  to 
fotnre  preference,  which  I  am 
f;   therefore  the  reeoluttons  in 


On  the  same  question,  Hr.  Gillsspib  made 
the  snbeeqnent  remarka  r  he  observed  a  diapoai- 
tion  in  the  EooBe  to  caL  the  qaestioD ;  he  thm 
said  that  the  dtnatjon  in  which  he  stood  re- 
quired that  he  shonid  say  something  in  snpport 
of  the  resolntion  under  consideration,  as  it  had 
been  stated  as  a  new  and  singalar  case,  fh)m 
which  he  took  the  liberty  to  dissent,  as  every 
writer  on  the  law  and  nsage  of  nationa,  held  it 
as  an  invariaUe  axiom,  that  all  sacrifices  of 
property  made  by  indivldnals  for  public  nses, 
ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pnblio  purse.  He 
stated  the  treaty  between  Sngland,  France, 
and  Spain,  in  1768,  and  the  cose  of  the  loyalists 
in  1768,  and  as  the  hour  of  a^joomment  had 
arrived,  conclnded  with  a  motion  for  the  com- 
mittee to  rise  and  report  progress. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  com- 
mittee now  rise  and  report  progreeal  Tlus  was 
negatived.  The  resolutions  in  the  report  were 
successively  put,  and  lost. 

The  committee  then  rose;  the  Ohairman  ro- 
ported  progreea,  and  the  Honse  a^onrned. 

PsmaT,  January  80. 

The  Honae  proceeded  to  oonuder  the  r^ort 

of  the  committee  to  vhom  was  inferred  th« 

Message  trota  the  T^cudext  ov  thb  ITmntD 

Stitk^  of  the  thirtieth  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  enoloaing  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  covering  a  reeolation  of  the  Legiala- 
tare  of  that  State;  as,  also,  the  petitions  of 
Thomas  Person  and  otherSjproprietora  of  lands 
in  the  territory  of  the  United  Btatee  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
University  of  North  Oarolina,  to  which  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  had,  yesterday, 
reported  their  disagreement :  Wherenpon, 

liie  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, being  again  read,  in  the  wdia  following, 
to  wit: 
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CauM  de  Gnmit  Btin, 


"  Bemleed,  Tbti  It  ifalll  bt  UwAd  far  dm  EiACll- 
tim  of  the  Stmts  oT  Korth  CuoUna  to  nlMcrib^  bT 
my  of  lottB  to  tin  Unilod  Siatm,  lb*  uiioimt  of  all 
(och  Mrtifiotai  u  baTa  baeo  depoaitsd  In  pajmaot 
for  any  laodi,  (ranrrad  bj  tba  act  of  oaMJon  ttan- 
aaid,)  in  pannaDt  for  uqr  Unili  Thiob  maj  ha*a  baen 
nliiiqiijihed  to  tha  Indiuu  bj  tlia  traa^  afomaid, 
in  tnit  for  liie  partoni  bj  wbiaii  thsj  wen  »  d«po*- 
lad,BOOordiQgtotbaiTraqMOtiTaiigfataand  Intamti: " 

TlM  qawtion  wts  taken,  tliat  the  Hoose  do 
agree  with  the  Oommlttee  of  the  whole  Hodm 
in  their  dlugreemeDt  to  the  said  first  resolution, 
and  it  wu  resolved  in  the  afflrmatlve. 

The  second  reeoiadoa  reported  by  the  com- 
ndttee,  being  Again  read,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"  SaolvJ,  That  tha  Unltad  State,  ought  to  num- 
bnraa  tkt  Mid  paiaoDi  tba  moiNiy  which  thar  have 
•spaBded  in  bariBg  entriaa  aod  aoirna  made,  and 
in  oMalniBg  gnutta,  and  any  other  indMotal  chaigaa 
which  tiuj  UTa  neceaaatiljr  tueaRed,  with  intereit; 
and  that  tbaj  abooM  moreorer  make  a  laaionabla 
idlowanoa  fitt  tha  lo«a  and  daoiage  lAieh  the  pati- 
ttoDeiB  Ikave  Bnatained,  t^  haring  poiaaadon  cf  tiie 
Mid  land  witfiliald  from  tliam : " 

TIm  qneotion  wu  taken,  that  the  House  do 
agree  with  the  Oommittee  of  Uie  wh<de  House 
in  their  disagreement  to  the  aaid  seoond  reeola- 
tion.  and  resolred  in  the  affinnative. 

Toe  third  resulntion  reported  bj  the  oomintt- 
tee,  bdng  agtdn  read,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

■*  And  wheraai^  tha  granti  to  tha  afhraadd  laodi, 
mad*  by  Tirtoa  of  an  aet  oT  die  Legblatore  of  North 
Cacolina.  aia  Talld  to  all  IntDDta  and  pnipoaaa,  ai 
oamiDg  fully  within  tha  purriaw  of  a  cxmditioa  oon- 
taimd  In  the  act  of  iMiian  from  tha  (aid  SCata  to  tha 
United  SUtea :  therefore, 

JUrotted,  That,  trhenerer  the  United  Stataa  ahall 
think  proper  to  extlngnith  tha  Indian  claim  to  the 
•aid  lands,  by  ptnchaie  or  otharwiu,  it  will  be  joat 
and  reaaonaUa  diat  the  Mreial  penona  who  bare  ob- 
tained gianta  or  made  lomya  or  entriaa,  abonld  baT* 
neb  rlgbta  eooflnnad  and  aatabliahed,  and  tbair  titlei 
paActed,  In  pnbmnoe  to  any  other  penooa,  on  re- 
paying to  the  Treamry  of  the  United  States,  the 
amount  d  what  they  may  now  leoelTe,  ■•  a  ocmpai 
•adoD  for  their  diibotaementa  and  loMaa,  in  oaae  auo 
penoni  ahall  think  propsr  to  make  snch  [epaymei 
within  a  cartaia  time,  to  be  lunited  by  CongieN  fc 
thatpnipoae : ' 

The  quee^n  was  taken  that  the  Honse  do 
agree  with  the  Oommlttee  of  the  wh(de  House, 
in  their  dis^jreement  to  the  sud  tliird  resohi- 
tiou,  aod  resolved  in  the  affirmadve. 

A  motion  jras  then  made,  and  the  qneatlon 
bdog  put,  that  the  House  do  agree  t  "  " 
lowing  reaolntion : 

"  Bttelv^  That  aoob  peraoni  ai  ban  entered  landi 
agreeably  to  the  law*  of  Ncwth  Carolina,  m  the  Cei  ' 
tory  ceded  by  that  State  to  tha  United  Sutei,  and 
the  Indian  Bde  of  tba  line  astabUibed  by  the  Trea^  of 
HolMon,  ought  to  be  n^bnraBd  by  the  Dnhad  Stataa 
dw  amonnt  of  die  ponhaasMnai^  aotoally  paid  ibr  th< 
aame,  aod  the  naoaaaaiy  expeDae  of  locating  and  no- 
TeyinK  where  tha  snrrey  has  beeu  made;  iikJi  per- 
MO*  Snt  relinqniahing  tb^  tight  thoretoy  to  the 
United  Statet : " 


ifolH^ 


is  the  negatlTe — jeasl4,Dij)(^ 


Yua.— Theodonu  Bailey.  Thomaa  BlnuA  Vila 
_I.  Gron,  George  Eanooek,  HatUiaw  Lockt,  KnW 
let  Haoon,  JoMph  HoDoweH,  Alexaadw  Xte 
John  Pan,  Robert  RnOierfbtd,  WUBani  teiO,  B> 
jamin  Wiliama,  Rjcbaid  Wiim,  and  Joaqih  VMk 

Nat*.— fliber  Amea,  J<dm  Baatty.  EfiMlea&a^ 
SbM^aahnb  Bonme,  Benjamin  Bouna^  laaM 
Cadwalader,  Tbomai  Claiborne,  David  CoU^  ti^ 
Coffin,  Joahna  Coit,  Jonathan  Dayton,  Bmn  dm- 
bom,  George  Dent,  Gatuiel  Dnvall,  Beojmii  Q- 
wuda,  Thomaa  Fitiiinicna,  Dwight  Poetar,  E^ 
Gilbert,  Nicbolaa  Gilman,  Henry  Gbum,  BeifH 
Ooodhae,  Andrew  Gregg,  Tbonuu  Hartley.  Mi 
Heatb.Jamei  Hillhoiue,  Williiun  Hindnuu,  Sn^ 
Hcltan,  John  Hnnter,  WiUiani  Iniot,  A»r«iSlcb4 
Amaaa  Learned,  William  Lyman,  Jtaet  Vitn, 
William  Montgomoy,  Andrew  Hoore,  PMet  IMla- 
bers,  Wmiam  Van*  Hurray,  Antbooy  Nt*,  Jih 
Nicbolai,  Nathaidel  Nilei,  Alexaodai  D.  On,  Mi 
PaAar,  Andrew  Pi<^n^  Franna  PteMm,  IVm 
Scott,  John  S.  SherbBme,  Jeremiah  SbbA,  SMd 

"    ith,Z«ih«iiah  Swift,  C  '"  "" 

Jonauian  TmmboU, 
1  Gaaaback,  Artemaa 

Anothermotjon  was  then  made  and  KCoaM 
that  the  Uonee  do  oome  to  the  fallowing  renb- 

JiMlMf,  That  Ha  Pteddent  of  tba  HiileaSHa 
treaty  tt " 


Smith,  Znihuiah  Swift,  GtargB  T^atdiar,  VM  T» 
cy,  JonaUian  TmmboU,  John  E.  Van  ADm,  FW 
Van  Gaaaback,  Artemaa  Ward,  and  Pame  Wiapa 


any  Indian  tribea  who  may  claim,  hold,  yi^^  * 
be  entitled,  to  any  landa  wittiin  tba  tenitcfy  <*^^ 
tha  SUte  of  North  Carolina  to  tba  United  Stan»;w' 
to  endeaT«  to  obtuu,  by  such  treaty,  aa  ailiagea 
mant  of  the  Indian  claimi  to  aU  landa,  du  pn-^ 
tiie  right  to  wMch  hai  been  atOd  by  the  wd  SW« 
porsuanoe  of  the  act  of  one  tbooaaod  Kfea  tn^ 
and  ugbty-thiee,  c^mng  an  offioa  for  tin  Nb  dw 
■aid  landa.* 

Ordertd,  That  the  said  motion  be  wmmtlii 
to  Mr.  WituiM  Smith,  Mr.  Dattos,  Mi.  SW. 
Mr,  McDowell,  and  Hr.  Paob. 

Homhat,  Febrnary  9. 


Carolina,  in  the  room  of  AizxAinxi  Gnu^ 
deoeaaed,  appeared,  prodnoed  hi*  creWw 
was  qnaMed,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  9<nM 

FmsAT,  Febroarj  IS. 
Stirt  of  Count  da  Otom. 

A  memorial  of  Amelie,  Adelwda,  M(Jw^ 
and  Silvie  de  Grasse,  fbar  dan^iten  of  tM  1^ 
Oonnt  do  Grasee,  now  reading  at  Saleai  m  ^ 
State  of  UassaohiiBettB,  was  preeeatea  (o  u* 
House  and  read,  praying  a  loan  of  i**^^ 
their  present  Bnbsistenee;  the  ^^J^ 
they  brought  from  Franoe  bdng  erhwswv^ 
having  no  other  means  of  eopport,  bat  '"jjT 
erty  in  the  Island  of  St  Domingo,  from  i«i«J 
under  present  oironmstanoea,  do  sopiditf  <*" 
drawn.  ,_^ 

(hderti.  That  the  siud  memorial  be  !««T 
to  Mr.  Ansa,  Mr.  Muoox,  aod  Tt.  w"^ 
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ladioK  Land*  m  Gtorgia. 


tao 


with  iDatroction  to  ezAmine  the  matter  thereof 
ud  report  the  Mme,  Titb  their  opinion  tliere- 
Dpon,  to  the  HoDM. 

WzDHBBDAT,  FebnuTy  IS. 
Ownt  i*  Qnute't  Mrin. 
The  EcHue  then  went  into  a  eommittee  on  a 
memorial  from  the  fonr  danzhters  of  the  late 
Admiral  Oonnt  de  Orame.  It  was  read  with 
t^  report  fW)m  n  select  oommittM,  which  pro- 
posed to  pve  each  of  these  ladies,  who  are  now 
residieg  in  Boston,  and  in  indigent  eircamHtancM, 
a  thousand  dollan,  in  considerotioQ  of  the  im' 
poitant  serrices  rendered  by  their  fhther  to  th« 
United  StBt«s.  To  this  propoa«l  the  conunittee 
agreed,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  resoln- 
tion. 
The  House  then  took  np  the  report 
Ur.  ICaooit  otiJeoted  thkt  though  the  d^mi 
ct  the  petitionen  were  stroDs,  ;«t  they  were 
not  more  so  than  those  of  mamtudes  of  others. 
On  the  very  day  when  we  have  oome  to  a  leso- 
latitm  to  receive  do  more  petitions  from  our  fel- 
low-citizeofl,  we  are  going  to  give  so  large  a 
soin  at  once  to  foreigners.  He  was  aware  that 
the  Coont  de  Grasse  bad  done  eminent  services 
to  America,  and  he  felt  them  as  much  as  any 
person,  but  he  still  saw  no  reason  for  preferring 


rising  i 

lefolTovt 


my,  that  were  in  this  oonntry, 
ma  m  wanx. 

Hr.  Dnxnn  said,  that  if  ever  there  waa  a 
CMS  where  it  wonld  be  proper  to  act  first,  and 
thereafter  try  to  find  reaaons  for  what  had  been 
done,  this  was  snoh  »  case. 

The  report  wa^  on  a  diviaon,  agreed  to  by  a 
great  minority — sixty-one  ^tlemen  rii' 
the  affirmative.  The  resolntion  is  in  the : 
ing  words: 

Stiohtd,  That,  In  ocmsiderstion  of  the  extra- 
ordinary aerrioee  rendered  the  United  States  by 
the  late  Oonnt  de  Grasse  in  the  year  one  thoa- 
sand  Mven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  on  the  nr- 
gent  rsqnest  of  the  Oommander-in-ohief  of  the 
American  foraee,  beyond  the  term  limited  for 
hit  ooKiperatioa  with  the  troopa  of  the  United 
Blatea,  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Amelie, 
Adelaide,  Uelanie,  and  Bihrie  de  Grasse,  daugh- 
ters of  the  late  Connt  de  Gnuee,  respecttvelr  the 
na  of  one  thousand  doUars  each. 

Oritrtd,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brongbt  in, 
pnnnant  to  the  t^  reeolntion,  and  that  Mr. 
Ams,  ICr.  Hadisor',  and  Hr,  Qiuiui,  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  lanie. 

S1.TUSD1.T,  February  91. 
An  engroaeed  bQl  anthorinng  the  payment  of 
fltnr  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  hte  Oonnt  de  Orasae,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

TnaDAT,  Febmuy  34. 
Gate  0/  Tkamai  Penon  and  ofkert. 
It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  go  into 


consideration  of  the  report  of  the  select  oom- 
mittee  to  whom  h«d  been  referred  n  resolntiiKi 
of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  back  Innda  (d 
North  Oarolina.  The  following  is  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  select  oommittee  : 

'■  SaolMd,  That  in  cue  the  PrendBot  of  the  UuiMd 
.Stetea  aholl  think  prapsr  to  anter  Into  a  traaty  or 
tiaatias  with  all  or  any  cf  the  IniUaD  tribea  i-Utmtng 
landa  within  tha  tamCory  eoath  of  the  ri*er  Ohio,  tor 
tba  extingnlahmant  of  thair  daima  to  all  or  any  <^  the 

aaid  landa,  the  anni  of doilsra  bo,  and  the  Mine 

ii  hereby,  appropriated  to  the  pnipoM  of  de&^iog 
tha  ezpenaei  it  any  snch  treaty  or  treatlai).* 

Ur.  GooDHUi  did  not  see  that  the  United 
States  had  any  ooncem  to  interfere  in  such  a 
pnrchaae :  it  was  private  property, 

Ur.  Di.TT(»;  ezplfuned  that  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Person  and  others  comprehended  only 
two  millions  of  acres.  The  reeotntion  contem- 
plated twenty  millions.  It  will,  when  ocaa- 
pleted,  enable  the  United  Statea  to  protect  the 
ChoctawB  and  Ohickosawa  from  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokeee,  if  the  latter  shonld  happen  to  attack 
them ;  and  that  they  will  attack  the  Chick»- 
saws  is  not  improbable,  from  asustance  which 
the  latter  have  given  to  the  white  people.  Be- 
sides, the  frontier  wilt  be  capable  of  defence^  at 
B  much  cheaper  rate,  in  this  way  than  at  present 
it  can  be.  It  is  now  an  irregnlar  line.  A  pe- 
culiar circnmstance,  besidcfli  wiU  make  the  lands 
easy  to  be  purchased.  No  Indian  tribes  reside 
on  them.  When  the  gentleman  from  Ifassa- 
chnsetts  considers  these  things,  he  will  not  ob- 
ject since  the  United  States  will  gtun  eighteen 
millions  of  acres  by  the  transaction. 

Mr.  Oooonnx  admitted  the  reasoning  as  to 
the  eighteen  millions,  bat  still  sorapled  as  to  the 

Ur.  SwiTT  recommended  that  the  Indian 
claim  should  in  the  mean  time  be  extingnisbed. 

Mr.  MoDowKLL,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Goonnux, 
said  that  if  the  gentleman  had  attended  to  the 
reasonings  formerly  used  on  this  subject,  and 
which  had  occupied  considerable  time  of  the 
Eoose  during  the  present  session,  he  could  have 
been  at  no  loes  for  nnderstanding  the  propriety 
of  this  purchase  being  made  by  the  United  States. 

A  committee  were  named  to  bring  in  a  bill,  in 
terms  of  the  resolntion  recommend^  by  the  se- 
lect committee. 

Wkdskbdit,  February  85. 
Tjtdian  Land*  in  Gtorgiet. 

The  House  sgun  reeotved  itself  into  ft  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  HoQse  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  whom  waa  referred  so  mnoh  of 
Hie  messwfrom  tbe  PssatDSNT  or  thb  Uihtmd 
Statu,  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  as  relates  to 
the  diapodtion  of  Indian  lands  by  the  LegiaJatore 
of  the  Sute  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Akes  said,  that  daring  the  time  when 
the  National  Debt  bill  was  under  discussion,  he 
had  attempted  to  get  s(»nething  introduced  in 
fovor  of  the  new  emission  money  creditors,  but 
gentlemen  alw^s  rose  «n  iiumm  against  any  pn>- 
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H.  Of  R]  JWioa  Laud 

poaal  that  would  tend  to  obatroot  the  progran 
of  the  bill.  Heiioirag^iirg«ddiatthi>iffiur 
od^  be  taken  into  oooddentioo.  He  knew 
he  Bbonld  be  told  of  a  standing  role  of  the  House 
that  the  nnfiniahed  boBtneea  most  fint  b«  taken 
up.  Tb<«e  creditora  had  w^t«d  for  four  jeara 
without  redren,  and  the  mlee  of  the  Honse 
ought  to  give  way  to  conuoon  feeling  and  oom- 
moQ  sense.  Qe  therefore  moved  that  the  nile 
io'qneaHon  ahonld be  BuspeDded. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  Honse 
then  went  intoa  oommittee  npon  the  second  and 
remaning  reeolntions  b  the  report  of  the  select 
oommittee  on  the  Mimsage  of  the  Prsbidikt. 

The  fbUowing  is  a  oopf  of  the  third  utd 
fonrth  reecdations  in  this  report : 

"SaplM^TIiattlM  PnoJent  of  the  United  Statu 
be  antluiriied,  vhiDever  cUinu  nndar  prior  aonti>cti 
mar  oease  to  exi^  to  obtain  a  cesaiDti  of  tha  State 
of  uwtvia,  of  tlieir  claim  to  tba  whols  at  asj  part  of 
du  hud  witluD  the  praeunt  Indian  Iwanduiu  i  and 
Hut dolUn  ooght  to  be  appiopiated  ta  anable 

*■  Stmik**,  That  all  panoni  who  duOl  be  uMin- 
Ued,  ot  embodied  in  nnu,  on  mn;  tandi  balongii^  to 
IndUiu,  ont  of  the  ordinary  joriidiotico  of  any  State, 
or  of  the  teiritoij  loatfa  oTiIm  river  Ohio,  fat  the 
pmpoee  of  waning  againit  llie  Indiaai,  or  eommit- 
tii^  depiedatlimt  tmon  any  Indian  torn,  or  penou, 
ot  proper^,  ibaH  Oientij  Iwaome  liabb  and  ralgeot 
to  ue  rnlei  and  alticlee  of  war,  irliich  are,  or  ihaU 
be  eilabliahed  Ua  tlie  gorammaDt  of  tha  ttoop*  of  the 
tinilad  SUtea" 

After  some  diMaa^on,  the  oommSttoe  roee; 
the  Chairman  reported  pn^rees,  and  asked  leave 
to  ait  aguD.  This  was  negaUved— yeas  88, 
navsSS, 

The  House  then  took  np  the  resolutions.  Va- 
rious amendments  were  proposed ;  and  the  last 
rwolntion,  in  partieolar,  was  ot^eclod  to,  as  snb- 
jboting  people  to  martial  law. 

Ur.  WADswoBiH  said,  that  from  a  trial  \>j 
iarj  he  had  no  hopes.  There  never  had  been 
one  instance  of  a  white  man  oondemned  end 
banged  by  white  men,  on  the  frontier,  for  the 
murder  of  an  Indian,  unce  the  first  landing  in 
America.  There  might  be  snoh  a  thing  for  the 
murder  of  an  Indian,  when  tJiey  Uvea  among 
the  whites.  That  there  ever  had  been  mch  a 
thing  he  did  not  know.  He  had  been  told  by 
jndges,  upon  the  frontier,  that  it  was  no  matter 
what  evidence  of  a  murder  of  an  Indian  was 
brought,  Ko  jury  would  bring  the  criminal  in 
guilty.  It  was  bat  vary  lately  that  a  oool  and 
nnprovoked  murder  had  been  oommitted  on  the 
borders  of  tliis  State  upon  an  Indian.  The 
evidence  wss  clear.  Nobody  pretended  to  donbt 
it.  The  judge  gave  an  eunest  charge  to  the 
jory;  bat  all  to  no  purpose;  theyfbnnd  "not 
gnfltj." 

Hr.  Skd«wiok  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
last  resolotion,  as  follows ; 

"ScsDJM^  That  aU  penons  who  ihall  be  aaaembled, 
or  embodied  in  sim,  on  anv  landi  beloQdi^  to  In- 
dtani,  oat  of  the  ordinsiy  jnriediction  of  any  State, 
or  of  the  tenritcvy  eooth  of  the  river  Ohio,  for  the 
pmpoM  of  wami^  againtt  tba  Indian^  or  of  000-- 


niittiag  dvpredalioDi  agaimt  tttj  InAaa  ton 
■om,  or  prcfter^,  Aiii  tlierelij  becoBM  I 
nifajaot  to  tie  taten  sod  codnsd  by  As  miSl 
of  the  United  Stal«^  hi  each  maaiKr  a  R 
amcoable  to,  and  triable  by  law." 

Ordered,  That  the  aud  motion  be  en 
to  Hr.  Sbmwiok,  Mr.  Itussoa,  and  V 


FstniT,  February  27. 
Indian  Laitd*  t »  OtifryiA. 
The  House  then  went  into  sOomnuttettfh 
Thole,  Hr.  SHUsntiR  in  the  duur,  on  &» 
port  of  the  seleot  oommittee  to  whoiDbadha 
refwred  the  motion  of  the  26th  instant,  rt^ 
inff  such  persons  oa  shall  be  assoDbled,  v  m 
bodied  in  arms,  on  any  lands  beloopngtab' 
dians,  oat  of  the  ordinary  joris^etion  (f  ^ 
Btate,  or  of  the  territory  of  the  Unittd  Sbb 
south  of  the  river  Ohio.  Thercwdntisasati 
follow: 

Itv,  nuy  be  finod  in  ainu  on  any  laudi  ntialt 
the  lines  eiUbliihed  by  treadei  irith  the  Infia  Oia 
ihaH,  on  oooviction  tiiaw^  forfeit  a  som  iMcMi- 
ing  — —  doDsn,  and  be  imprisoDed  not  aa^ 

monthi. 

"  BitBhtd,  That  it  ihall  bs  lawftal  (or  0»  tS^. 
foroeof  the  UiUted  Statsa  to  ^ipreheod  emyfowl 
peraooi  foond  in  aimi,  aiaibreaaid,  and  tniirAB 
to  cocT^  tci  the  ciiil  authority  of  the  Umtei  Saw 
within  some  of  the  States,  who  shall,  by  aitb^^ 
ity,  be  eeennd,  to  be  triad  in  manner  lianaft*  •>' 


"  AsdImj,  That  ereiy  per 
albtesaid,  ^all  be  taied  in  manner  and  Gaouix 
piwnd  in  and  by  the  act,  entitied,  ■  An  act  B  np- 
late  trade  and  interconiee  with  the  Indias  trilM" 
Beveral  amendments  were  {Kvposed  aJ 
agreedto.  AtlastMr.  TDraxupr^naedm 
i^iioh  was,  in  subetsnoe,  that  penons  do* 
not  be  liable  to  the  operatioii  «  the  h*  it* 
were  in  pursuit  of  lodiaoa  that  had  oomoiit^ 
actual  bostiUtieB  on  the  frontier, 

Mr.  Skdowiok  ^d  many  compSmeea  B 
Mr.  Ykkable,  as  a  sound  lawym*,  woo  uftain 
knew  that,  by  the  inherMit  ri^ta  (^  n^^ 
erefj  man  was  to  pnrsDe  and  panieh  thoH  '^ 
had  robbed  bin:.  T^  was  imfjied  in  the  A 
and  was  a  part  of  the  law  of  nature,  m  lU 
there  could  be  no  nae  fbr  its  iBsati(xu 

Mr.  Venisu,  in  reply,  dedared  that  b«  M 
not  so  sound  a  lawyer  as  the  gttttletnsn  «W* 
ed  him  to  bo.  He  was  not  so  soond  a  la']? 
as  to  discover  that  there  was  any  sDeh  nf^ 
cation  in  the  hill  as  the  gentlonan  slated,  hfr 
ther  was  he  a  sound  eoixi^  lawyw  to  MB,  "^ 
if  his  amendnunt  was  radly  implied  intht"^ 
there  eoold  be  ai^  hann  in  haring  it  eij««*f 
At  present  he  ooold  discover  no  such  np* 
cation.  On  the  contrary,  he  saw  verj  ("Wi 
that,  by  the  reeolntion  as  it  now  '''*^J^?ji 
whose  family  had  been  mnrdered  or  canW* 
by  the  savages,  might,  while  pnrsning  than.* 
stopped  and  sent  to  J^    Mr.  T,  fron '<>"°' 
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oiflrion  of  Mr.  SEDomtm.  himad^  inriated  <ui 
he  proprietf  of  adtodng  Us  imradnMnt. 

Jb.  HiLLHOini  oljMted  to  the  pennurion  «f 
iTnwd  in^Tidnak  oroiriiig  the  Rnc^  upon  anf 
iretenoe  whatever.  Vuit  use  waa  uien  for 
ixpendiiig  mlUioiia  eTery  j^ear  in  defbnoe  of  the 
htntfer  people,  tf  ther  were  to  be  at  liberty  to 
troos  tbe  Indian  line  as  often  aa  thev  pleaaed, 
tndto  do  what  was  to  all  intonta  and  pnrpoaea 
MTTjing  on  wart  If  they  will  fight,  let  ob  re- 
tail onr  foroea  and  ]«mo  them  to  ^ht  for  them- 
nlvea.  Are  they,  for  the  atealinx  of  a  horg& 
yr  Bome  aooh  thing,  to  croee  the  line  in  armed 
jodies,  and  act  Jost  as  thej  pleaae!  Mr.  H. 
itt«rif  denied  the  doctrine  w'^iitt^^  1^  Mr, 
Skdowick,  that  aman  waa  anthorised  to  ohaa- 
!ise  by  hia  own  hand  thoat  who  lutd  fajnred 
tiim.  Waa  he  to  be  both  Jndge  and  execntioner 
in  Ua  own  oaae  I    No  anch  tuog. 

Mr.  Gbkehup  aud,  that,  in  ooming  to  Oon- 
jreas  everj-  year^  he  was  obliged  to  pass  over 
territoTies  belonging  to  Iikdiana,  and  he  always 
l^nght  it  necessary  to  carry  a  gon.  Be  did 
not  aee^  by  the  reaolutioa  aa  it  stood,  why  the 
militar;^  offloera  of  the  United  Btatea  might  not 
stop  bim,  as  well  as  other  people, 

Ifr.  MooRB  ot{]ect«d  to  the  oloiue  altogether. 
It  ia  usual  for  people  on  the  frontiera  to  aeud 
out  parties  over  tbe  line  to  watch  Am  Indianaj 
and  when  they  are  ooming  to  give  noticfc,  that 
tlie  conntry  may  be  prepared  fbr  th^  reo^ 
tion,  Kow,  theae  pw^  may  be  srized  by  yonr 
offioers. 

Ur.  FiNDiAT  imaged  it  wonld  be  the  best 
way  to  declare  that  there  shall  be  no  (hintier. 
It  had  be^  aaid  by  Mr.  EiUBoim  that  tiie 
United  Btatea  might  witMraw  thwr  foroea,  and 
leave  the  frontier  aattlera  to  defend  theouelvee. 
Did  be  imagine  that,  as  it  is,  they  are  not  kept 
in  a  peipetoal  statA  of  alann,  of  exertion,  and 
of  danger!  There  has  not  been  a  harvest  for 
many  years  past  where  the  people  have  not 
been  c^ed  off  from  their  labors,  and,  to  their 
very  great  loaa,  to  protect  the  frontier.  This 
Kaolntion  not  to  allow  pm-snit,  wonld  be  invit- 
ing the  Indians  witli  a  wilnaaa. 

Mr.  SEoawioK  aaid,  that  tiiis  amendment,  in 
reality,  destroyed  all  that  had  been  done  or  in- 
tended. No  military  officer,  after  snoh  an 
amendment,  will  mn  the  risk  of  taking  a  man 
i^    The  pnsoner  has  only  to  aay,  "(  am  in 


pomit  of  Indiana,"  and  then  he  moat  be  set  at 
libert? ;  for,  in  the  wildemeaajno  evidence  can 
be  had  to  contradict  him.     The  amendment, 


,  waa  a  coup  d»  graet  to  the  whole 
a&ir,  Mr.  S,  said  he  was  persoiully  extremely 
hnct  at  tjte  oonstaut  oomplainta  of  the  ineffl- 
denoy  of  the  ddbnce  aS»ded  on  the  frontier, 
which  coet  annually  ao  mnob  to  OovemmenL 

Ur.  Blount  thon^  that  tbe  best  way  wonld 
^  to  let  it  be  known  that  the  whitea  were 
authorized  to  pnrsne  the  Indiana  into  their  own 
eoontry,  and  then  they  wonld  stand  more  in 
■ve.  He  mentioned  a  ciroamstanoe  that  hap- 
pened within  memory,  to  prove  how  mooh  the 
Indians  feared  a  seriooa  attack,  and  how  well 


Uiey  remembered  a  serious  ohastdaement  Mr, 
B,  atated  that  soma  Indians  bad  made  on  in- 
onrdon,  and  were  steaUng  cattle  belonging  to 
tbe  army,  at  a  hlook-honae.  One  of  tham  was 
moat  deservedly  shot,  and  the  soldier  bad  hia 
pay  stopped. 

Mr,  HiLLHODBi  said,  the  more  that  he  thoaght 
of  this  amendment,  the  more  he  saw  its  nds- 
ohievona  oonseqQence&  It  went  to  invert  all 
the  laws  that  bad  been  made  fbr  the  prot«ctl<Hi 
of  the  Indians ;  and,  instead  of  being  a  bill  to 
protect  them  from  the  whites,  the  reaohitioaa 
wonld  prodnoe  a  bill  to  protect  the  whites  fhnu 
them. 

Mr,  &CUE  olgected  to  Mr.  SsnowiOK'a  bar- 
ing threatened  that  the  army  of  the  Uidted 
Btat«s  should  be  withdrawn  fr^  the  frontiers, 
[He  had  madeaome  other  advances  against  that 
gentleman,  to  which  Mr.  Sidowick  answered 
not  lend  enon^  to  be  heard ;  bnt  at  this  last, 
be  aroee,  and  said  that  he  would  not  nt  still  to 
Itear  himself  thus  qnoted  for  affirmations  ot 
wiadi  he  had  never  nttered  a  dngle  ivordj 

Iti.  FiramioHS  really  hoped  that  the  Hoosa 
would  not  agree  to  this  amendment  It  wonld 
totaUv  defoat  all  the  effeota  propoeed  by  the  bill. 
It  bad  been  sud,  that  if  a  man  had  his  fiunily 
mnrdared,  and  be  was  in  poranit  of  tlie  morder- 
erL  he  might  be  stof^>ed  by  a  miUtaiy  otBoer, 
and  aent  to  j^  Tbe  answer  waa,  that  if  the 
officer  refused  to  Join  him  in  the  pursoit,  he 
would  loae  his  dommlsslon.  He  should  be  sorry 
if  those  reeolntions,  which  had  cost  so  mucn 
time  and  labor  to  the  House,  were  thus  to  be 
thrown  away. 

The  amendment  was,  on  a  division,  oorrie^— 
yeas  86,  n^  SS.    The  committee  then  roea. 

SATUsnAT,  February  28, 
Indian  Trading  Sontt*. 
It  was  moved  that  the  House  should  resolve 
Its^  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  « 


the  Indian  nations  within  the  territory  of  tha 
TJnit«d  StatML  Thb  waa  done  aooordingly,  Mr. 
SHnKMiKn  in  the  chair. 

lii.  Gujs  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  Ooonmn  wished  to  move  that  the  oom- 
mittee  rise ;  to  which  Mr.  Oilu  agreed.  Mr, 
GoonKux  then  sud,  that  hia  reason  for  this  mo- 
tion  was,  tbe  inattention  of  members  to  tha 
bosines  before  them.  To  attempt  going  throngh 
tiie  bill  at  present  was  a  perfect  fwce.  He  waa 
satiafled  that  the  bill  wonld  rfever  go  through 
this  seaeion.  He  did  not,  for  his  own  part,  yet' 
know  whettier  it  waa  proper  or  not. 

Mr.  FAnxKB  said,  ttut  the  bill  had  been  long 
enou^  before  the  Hoose  for  the  genUeman  from 
Masaaobusetts  to  have  made  himself  acquainted 
with,  ita  contents  and  its  merito,  He  vindicated 
tbe  prindple  <^  the  bill,  aa  tending  to  conoiliato 
the  affectloni  (^  a  diati^ssed  and  unhappy  peo- 
ple, and  aa  it  might  Ukewiae  prevent  the  expen- 
se of  a  war  with  them.    France,  Britain  and 
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Bf^n,  bad  adopted  this  policy,  and  found  the 
good  «ff»ota  of  it.  He  ooiuidered  the  bill  as  of 
the  utmost  oooBeqaeiioe,  and,  tiunUug  w,  he 
■honld  DM  hi*  utmost  inflaenoe  to  get  it  paned. 
The  expense  propoeed  was  not  gnat,  as  the 
aSUr  WBH  odIj  experimeDtaL 

Ke.  HoHNouKT  waa  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  who  qwke  last  Hetbonght 
tiiat  the  Indians  had  oommon  sanae  enough 
not  to  quit  sJliea  who  Bnpplied  them  with 
artielca  which  thej  wanted,  nil  we  also  made 
some  efl^tnal  eetablishment  of  that  kind.  The 
jnember  went  on  the  same  ground  with  the 
gentieman  who  spoke  last 

Mr.  BotnmtOT  thought  that  the  raason  given 
by  ICr.  OooDKm  for  moring  that  Um  eommittee 
flhoold  rise,  Tii:  that  gentlemen  wonld  not  at- 
tend to  their  doty,  was  the  worst  inaginabla. 
What  did  the  Honse  meet  for  at  allt  It  waa 
the  daty  of  the  Chdr  to  compel  them  to  mind 
their  boaineM.  Hr.  B.  then  referred  to  some- 
thing whioh  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Swdt,  who 
had  Men  np  Just  before  Mr.  Boedimot.  Mr.  B. 
in  replj  to  this  gentleman,  laid,  that  be  would 
not  wish  to  press  the  bill  this  sesnon  if  membeni 
did  not  think  it  proper.  He  was  willing,  if 
agreeable,  to  refer  the  matter  for  one  jear  to 
the  PBBBmKnr.  Bnt  there  nerer  wonld  nor 
oonld  be  a  complete  peace  till  something  of  this 
kind  WW  done.  The  Pbuideiit  himself  had 
told  OS  as  mnch. 

Mr.  OiLie  said,  that  tie  bill  contd  not  be  got 
through  this  sesrion.  He  was  willing  to  tsJce 
the  question  either  in  the  first  way  that  he  had 
moTOd  it,  or  in  any  other.  This  was  a  most  im- 
proper time  of  the  seesion  to  bring  it  in. 

Mr.  McKBAT  hoped  that  the  committee  wonld 
aerionsly  attend  to  the  first  clause  in  the  bill, 
and  would  not  rise.  He  felt  the  shortnees  of 
Qie  time,  bnt  he  was  willing  to  devote  to-mor- 
row (Sunday)  to  this  snbjoct,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  importance  of  it  would  give  the  em- 
ployment a  solemnity  not  inoonsistant  with  the 
day.  Withoot  a  bill  to  establish  a  well-gnarded 
interoonrse  with  the  Indians,  the  frontier  policy 
will  be  nnsystemaUo  and  despicable.  To  com- 
plete the  system,  it  appeared  t«  him  that  three 
great  objects  are  to  he  embraced :  Ist.  Force  to 
protect  the  frontier  fVom  Indian  invswon — fur 
this  the  Miliiary  Establishment  ia  made.  2d.  A 
regulation,  by  law,  that  shall  restrain  the  fron- 
tier people  from  predatory  invadon  into  the 
Indian  oonntry,  car:^ng  law  and  aettlement 
hand  in  hand.  Sd.  The  establishment  of  trad- 
ing hoDses  nnder  the  inflnenoe  of  the  two  first 
parts  of  the  Hystem,  for  the  purpose  of  conciliat- 
ing the  Indians  by  Bapplying  their  wants,  and 
detaching  their  habits  of  trade  and  their  afibc- 
tions  from  a  foreign  nation.  With  these  three 
points  embraced  in  one  system,  hehad  no  doubt 
bnt  their  co-operation  wonld  prodace  the  great 
ol^eot  peace  on  the  frontier.  Without  the  last, 
the  other  parts  of  the  system  wotdd  be  totally 
inefficient. 

Mr.  HnxBorsB  said,  that  the  House  ou^t  to 
begin  at  the  right  end  of  the  subject,  by  revers- 


ing dw  rote  whioh  tbe  oommhtee  paved  y<» 
twiMj,  anthoriaing  the  frontier  people  to  pas 
the  hne  in  pomiTt  of  the  Indians  as  often  m 
they  pleaaed.  If  thia  waa  allowad,  it  would  be 
impoasiUe  ever  to  keep  peace. 

On  a  divtsion,  shall'the  oommittee  bow  liaaf 
it  waa  determined  in  the  affirmative — j^m  U, 
nayaSl, 

The  qneation  wm  tlun  put  by  the  Bfkik^ 
Shall  the  oommittM  have  leave  to  rita^in  I  It 
paned  in  tlie  afflrmativ»— jeaa  84,  nna  8S. 

Bnt  it  waa  preaently  remained,  that  icns 
gendanen  had  risen  boQi  in  the  yeas  and  1117a; 
ollierB  had  bem  without  the  bar.  The  qneetion 
wa^  therefore,  taken  over  again,  and  determioed 
In  the  negative— yeas  M,  nays  41.  The  bill  is, 
therefore,  thrown  ont. 

laditm  La»dt  i*  Oetrfia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonddu-  tlie  reaolB- 
tion  and  amendments  thereto,  reported  yester- 
day from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse  on 
the  report  of  the  oonuulttee  to  whom  waa  re- 
ferred a  motitm  of  the  SSth  instant,  re^Mctiac 
sneh  persons  as  shall  be  avembled  or  embodiea 
In  arms  on  any  lands  belonging  to  IndiaM 
out  of  the  OTdinary  Jurisdiction  of  any  State,  « 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  Btatee  soath  of 
the  river  Ohio:  Whereupon, 

The  first  reeolotion  bnng  read,  in  tho  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  BtftlM,  That  an  puscmi  who,  mtaathornBd  ly 
lair,  sad  with  b«tll«  IntcDt,  mn  be  fintid  in  anni  <m 
any  landi  alloned  or  Mcnred  to  Am  laliaat  bf 
treatiei  between  the  United  Statn  and  auj  Infiaa 
bribe*,  shall,  en  oonviotion  tbanol^  Gxfut  a  lom  not 

eioeeding dolUn,  and  be  Imprbonad  not  ei- 

ceedlog mondu.* 

And  the  amendment  thereto,  reported  by  the 
Oommittee  of  the  whole  House^  to  add  to  tlw 
end  thereof  the  words,  "  unless  it  ehall  be  in 
immediate  pursuit  of  Indians,  who  shall  hare 
recently  committed  hostilitiee.'* 

When  the  question  was  abont  to  be  taken  on 
it,  Mr.  YntABU  rose  and  pointed  ont  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  two  gentlemen  who 
were  both  opposed  to  his  amendment.  One  nt 
them  (Mr.  Sedowiok)  had  m^tuoed  tb^ 
when  individual  Indians,  unaathoriaed  fay  the 
reet  of  their  tribe,  croased  tbe  line  and  com- 
mitted depredations,  a  settler  was,  by  the  law  of 
nationE,  authorised  to  pursne  them  acroaa  the 
line  and  to  retaliate,  and  that  Uiis  waa  implied 
In  the  bilL  Mr.  HnxHotrsi  had  materially  dif- 
fered from  bim,  and  agreed  with  Mr.  Ykkabl^ 
in  suppoong  that  the  person  so  pnrsning  acron 
the  Ime  was  punishable  bv  the  reaolntitxi  as  it 
stood,  without  the  amenoment  He  then  re- 
minded the  House  that  this  frontier  line  wa^ 
perhaps,  fifteen  hundred  miles  long.  The  Indi- 
ans may  come  over  any  part  of  it,  while  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  cross  it  one  mile  in  pnrsuit.  Even  a 
man  in  pnrsuit  of  savages  who  may  have  earned 
off  his  wife  and  children,  may  be  stopped.  The 
amendment   ha  regarded  as  easeonaL     UB- 
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ttrj  offioera  may  Judge'  on  the  spot  whether 
mon  persons  whom  they  meet  beyond  the  line, 
in  pnranit  of  lodiiuu^  are  within  the  sense  of  the 

][r.  Ajfxa  denied  that  the  reeolntion  as  it  first 
Mood  took  away  the  right  of  a  man  to  pnrBiie 
the  IndiftDB,  in  order  to  recover  his  wife  and 
children.  Bnt  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Yenablb 
vent  to  legalize  all  those  acts  of  Tiolenoe  and 
revenge,  that,  for  a  century  pact,  have  deluged 
Uie  frontier  with  blood. 

]£r.  Lnuit  vin^cated  the  inliabitantg  of  the 
frontier.  If  the  Indians  are  so  nnfortnoate  as 
to  be  the  dnpei  of  other  uationa,  (viz :  the 
Spaniards  and  Britjsb,)  tliat  is  not  onr  fanlt. 
llie  frontier  people,  tram  time  to  tune,  have 
done  every  thing  m  their  power  to  keep  them 


la  peace. 
Mr.  HiLi 


r.  HiLLHonsx  opposed  the  amendment. 
ICr.  HoDowxLL  said,  that  weekly  and  daily 
mnrders  were  committed  by  the  Greeks  in  the 
district  of  Ifero  and  in  the  Sonth-weetero  Terri- 
tory,   Do  the  United  States  avenge  theee 


to  tlie  people,  th^r  characten  are  abased  on  this 
floor.  The  frontier  people  know  that  their  hap- 
piness consists  in  peace,  and,  therefore,  cultivate 
It  as  moch  as  they  can.  He  took  a  general  view 
of  tJie  subject,  and  eipMned  the  insignificance 
of  the  posts  as  at  present  held  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  for  any  pmpoee  of  protection. 
He  noticed  the  inveterate  hatred  of  uie  Indians 

Ssinst  the  whites,  and  their  innate  thirst  of 
ood. 

Hr.  UoOBx  went  on  the  same  gronnds. 
Hi.  Gius  did  not  like  the  har^stvleaasnined 
1^  some  gentlemen  in  speaking  of  uie  fronfier 
Mttlers.  A  hnndred  years  hence  these  people 
woold  preponderate  over  this  part  of  the  Con- 
tinent. He  represented  an  Atlantic  part  of  the 
Union,  bnt,  at  tne  same  time,  he  would  corefblly 
■Toid  any  thing  that  might  offend  the  Western 
people.  The  nrst  settlers  in  this  conntry  were, 
when  Hiey  first  landed,  frontier  settlers.  For 
hia  OHD  port,  he  believed  tliat  the  wai  between 
the  wliites  and  the  Indians  would  be  eternal 
He  Bud,  tha^  from  some  intelligence  received 
this  day,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  war 
vith  tiie  Oreeks  miglit  aoon  be  expected. 

Itx,  W^navoBTB.— Gentlemen  have  a  great 
diqKMition  to  hnsband  onr  little  lime,  and  I 
need  not  mention  their  manner  of  doing  it.  He 
s^d  that  he  was  willing  to  grant  protection  to 
Uie  frontiers,  Imt  not  to  give  leave,  as  by  the 
amendment  proposed,  fbr  an  eternal  war.  He 
thought  it  e^nlUed  to  drive  the  gentlemen  on 
each  sde  of  this  question  into  anch  oppofflte 
extremes,  that  they  would  never  meet  a^In 
npon  the  snbject.  He  was  willing  to  grant  any 
degree  of  protection,  Imt  nothing  for  conquest. 
He  Mud  that  the  anoeston  of  the  people  now 
i&  the  Atlantio  part  of  the  ooontry  were  onoe 
frvniier  people,  and  he  believed  them  to  have 
been  neither  wtoae  nor  better  than  the  OTsaeot 


Httlen^  who  are  in  the  tame  ntnation. 


weai 


ofBcers  employed  by  Qovemraent  vary  s  little 
from  this,  and  give  room  to  snspeot  that  there 
ma^  be  some  error  on  both  sides.  He  did  not 
beheve  that  this  amendment  would  pass;  bnt, 
if  it  should  do  so,  it  wonld  widen  tbe  difference 
of  opinion  in  lie  House. 

Ifr.  Faoe  was  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OiANxa  could  not  conceive  the  reason 
why  all  reffolations  made  in  Uiis  House  were  for 
Indians  only,  as  if  the  whites  were  constantly 
the  aggressors.  He  asked  If  the  Creeks  per- 
formeda  single  tjttle  of  the  treaty  of  New  Tor^ 
about  whioh  there  had  been  so  much  paiade  T 
No.  The  only  design  of  lodians  in  mking  a 
peace  is  t<i  get  presents,  for  these  they  always 
get.  As  soon  as  these  are  spent  they  commit  a 
new  set  of  murdeia,  in  the  hopes  of  anothw 
treaty.  Thus  they  alwa;^  have  gone  on,  and  al- 
ways will  go  on,  from  murders  to  treaties,  and 
from  treaties  to  murders.  Mr.  0.  complained 
that  a  gentleman  ftom  Maryland  (Mr.  MnsaAT) 
had  some  days  ago  caUad  the  frontier  people 
semi-savages.  He  hoped  that  such  an  expres- 
sion would  never  a^n  be  used  in  that  House. 
As  to  the  treaty  of  New  York,  he  might  be 
told  that  the  Creelu  restored  a  number  of 
women  and  children.  He  knew  that  \  but  he 
also  knew  that,  before  they  did  so,  tbe  relations 
of  those  people  were  obliged  to  put  their  hands 
in  their  poi^ets  and  pay  large  sums  for  their 
redemption,  as  the  prisoners  would  not  have 
been  delivered  up  in  consequence  of  the  treaty 
of  New  York.  This  bill,  without  tbe  amend- 
ment of  1&.  YKn^BLx,  would  be  an  eneoura^ 
ment  to  the  savages  to  come  ovo"  tbe  Ime 
and  murder  with  impmuty. 

Mr,  SooTT  was  entirely  in  fkvor  of  the  amend- 
ment. If  the  resolndon  passes  without  the 
amendment  houses  will  soon  be  smoking  and 
blood  running.  He  believed  that  the  subject 
in  question  was  beyond  the  reach  ttf  human 
wisdom  to  regulate.  He  thought  that  atiiluog 
oat  the  amendment  wonld  only  encourage  the 
Indians  to  come  in  a  body  acrose  the  line.  This 
they  were  never  afrud  of  doing.  The  onl^ 
thing  whioh  they  feared  was  a  pnrantt,  and  this 
was  to  be  effectoally  prevented  by  striking  out 
the  amendment.  Was  there  ever  such  a  ttiing 
heard  of  before  as  thaL  when  tbe  savages  have 
caMed  off  a  man's  wife  and  children,  he  must 
not  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  them  I  It  would  be 
the  most  frightful   thing  imaginable  for  the 


farm  of  a  settler  mi^t  come  close  to  the  In- 
dian line,  and  the  Indian  might  stand  on  the 
other  dde  of  the  line  and  shoot  bim,  and  hia 
neighbors  wonld  not  be  at  liberty  to  pursue  the 
mnrderer,  Mr,  B,  s^  tliat  in  uat  part  of  the 
oonnliy  where  he  redded  (Vashinston  oouoty) 
acAhing  ot  this  kind  waa  to  be  feared,  as  th« 
line  was  at  a  suffldent  diotonee  from  tlie  cnlti- 
vsted  lands,  but  there  were  other  plaose  on  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States  where  this  m]^ 
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happen.  Ee  atid  that  no  Ohristisn  Datkai  Iiad  • 
right  to  B^  better  t«no8  than  iJus  Bmendment 
offered  to  the  wvaaes,  Btay  upon  jour  own 
ride  of  the  Une  and  700  are  sale,  but,  if  yon 
orofia  over  to  va,  we  shall  cross  over  in  pnraait 
of  joa.  Thia  was  fair  play.  If  the  resolotion 
psMed  without  the  ameadnient,  Ur.  8.  said  that 
the  Indians  woold  immediately  encamp  ctoee 
on  their  side  of  the  line,  and  lie  in  watch  there 
for  whole  months  together,  till  they  found  a 
safe  opportunity  of  crosring. 

Hr.  McBBAT  said,  be  would  make  a  ronark 
or  two  on  the  critidsm  of  the  Kentletnau  ftom 
Geor^a,  who  had  felt  affected  by  an  expree- 
•lon  of  hii  a  few  days  rince,  when  he  called 
some  of  the  people  of  the  fhintier  "semi- 
saracea."  He  did  so,  and  he  fbit  Uie  eipreadon 
not  mapplicable.  'He  oonflned  the  import  of 
this  expreffiion  eidudvely  to  those  upon  the 
flroBtier  who  lead  on  unstationar;  life — wnopress 
forward  into  the  deeper  wlldemees,  by  the  new 
wares  of  advancing  population,  and  live  the  life  of 
aaragea  withont  their  virtuee.  He  begged  leave 
to  c^  the  gentleman's  attention  to  a  declara- 
tion of  hia  own,  last  seseion,  to  Jnsdiy  this  ez- 
preasion,  which  he  used  more  to  de^gnate  a 

Eaooliar  than  a  geuetal  character  of  the  people 
I  the  region  to  which  he  applied  it  The  gen- 
tleman said,  he  did  not  value  the  Uvea  of  one 
hnndred  Indians  as  much  as  the  life  of  one 
white  man,  or  words  to  that  extent  [This  was 
in  a  debate  Just  before  the  close  of  the  last 
Bessioo.  The  vrordattf  Hr.  Oabbxs  were,  "1 
would  not  give  tlie  life  of  one  white  man  fbr 
that  of  fifty  Indiana."]  Ur.  Mubut  said,  he 
bad  two  pointa  alwi^  in  hia  view  when  the 
frontier  was  a  subject  in  that  House — protec- 
tion to  the  ftontier  agunst  the  hostility  of  the 
In<UaDS,  and  restraint  upon  the  whites  to  pre- 
Tent  the  occasions  of  war  agunat  the  savages. 
He  had  given  every  testimony  to  the  first  by 
supporting  every  measore  fbr  their  defence ; 
that  he  represented  a  district  perfectiy  beyond 
the  danger  of  the  Indians,  was  proof  that  he 
was  actuated  in  his  votes  for  appropriatioii  and 
force  by  no  other  motive  than  mat  which  be- 
longed to  every  man  there  who  supported  the 
great  prindple  of  Government,  that  the  whole 
must  protect  the  parts.  He  wished  to  see  snch 
a  system  established,  combining  tlieee  two 
points,  as  wonld  give  complete  protection 
ag^nst  the  Indians,  and  yet  reetrun  Uie  whites 
item  violating  peace.  He  wished  to  see  the 
day  when  the  arms  of  the  Government  might, 
withont  a  jjrime,  strike  a  whole  tribe,  if  that 
tribe  or  its  members  waged  war  on  the  frontiers. 
Bnt,  to  do  this,  it  was  neoessary  to  place  onr 
relative  ritnation  so  as  that  Justice  might  be 
lecured.  He  wished  to  adopt  a  resolatiou  like 
the  present,  to  prevent  onr  fellow-dtdzens  (ivm 
tlie  gratificstioo  of  private  revenge,  the  sonrce 
from  whenoe  so  much  blood  is  shed.  In  order 
to  Justify  eiempUry  panishment  on  Indian 
tribes,  yon  must  firat  be  in  a  sitnatdon  to  re- 
Btraiu  uie  wtutes  from  doing  injnsdce  to  them. 
Ton  most  do  what  sU  nations  have  done,  when, 
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fh>m  the  general  or  local  state  of  ctTiBntkB, 
private  war  disturbs  public  tranqoillity- 
must  restrain  the  right  of  private  war,  b^ 
cin^  the  power  of  vengeance  out  of  the  reach  of 
individoaJa,  and  in  the  hands  of  GovraiuDcat 
Nor  did  this  idea  go  at  all  to  restrain  that  ia- 
alienable  right  of  resistance  against  iiiiiiiiiM^l 
danger,  which  was  sanctioned  bv  tfae  law  of 
The  picture  drawn  by  uw 


certainlj  a 
iteresdng  om — ^were  an  encampment  <rf  In- 
diana to  be  beard  in  the  woods  n«ar  a  nritflr 
ment,  afta  any  evidence  of  hostility,  he  £d  not 
doubt  bnt  the  neightiors  would  be  ij«rfeotIj  jov- 
tifiable  in  ohnnging  the  scene  of  Uood  from  the 
cottage  to  the  camp — if  the  amendment  whicb 
actnMly  arms  all  the  pasaons  of  revenge  with 
the  rights  of  law,  be  rejected,  yon  wi2  attiia 
one  of  the  great  objects  of  fi«ntier  ptdicj — the 
ability  to  restrain  the  ri^t  c^  privat«  war, 
fW)m  which  pablic  war  arises  as  a  eoasacpiftKx. 
The  Government  will,  when  this  abQity  to  re- 
strain is  complete,  b«;ome  responrible  for  Q» 
iroteotion  of  the  whites  against  the  saTagea 
Jntil  that  is  accomplished,  he  did  not  balteve 
Government  ooold,  either  in  Jnstice  or  poSey, 
expend  treasure  or  ose  force,  when  nnoertaia  of 
the  Justice  of  the  oanae.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  the  amendment  wonld  be  r^ected. 

Mr.  FiKDLAT  was  for  the  amendmrait,  snd 
mentioned  several  examples  to  prove  the  croel^ 
and  perfidy  of  the  Indiana 

The  amendment  itself  was  in  these  words: 
"  Unless  it  shall  be  in  immediate  pnrsnit  of  the  lit- 
dians  who  have  recently  committed  boetaHtxs." 
Hr,  ILLDmox  did  not  tliink  the  oueMton  ex- 
plicit; he  t]>erefor«  proposed  anouier,  which 
was  to  prevent  the  porsoers  frcon  OMning  widua 
a  certam  number  of  miles  of  an  Iniliim  town. 
He  was  extremely  doabtfhl  whether  his  amend- 
ment or  any  other  would  eflbctnally  answer  tiw 
end  prop<wed.  He  was  convinced  that  no  law 
of  any  kind  wonld  be  able  to  hinder  peaqile 
from  crossing  the  line  in  pnrsnit  of  Indiaii^ 
who  might  have  carried  off  their  families. 

Ur.  Hasfks  sBidi,  that  howerci-  Uttle  time  the 
House  had  to  spare,  and  however  Ions  the  dis- 
cussion might  have  heen,  he  conld  not  help  Ires' 
"lasnng  on  their  patience  for  a  abort  tune  to 
ieliver  bis  sentimenta,  as  he  thooght  himself 
tolerably  acqnunted  with  the  snbjeicL  He  ei 
preasly  denied  that  the  Indians  ever  a     ~  *" 


And  as  long  as  ladiaas 
iit  they  will  always  steal  hcwsea.  The  man 
whom  the  horse  belonged  collects  as  many  of 
his  neighbors  as  be  thinks  snffidoit,  pnrsnee  the 
Indian,  and,  not  content«d  with  recovering  ids 
horse,  he  lolls  the  thief.  The  Indians,  w)>a 
have  no  such  sacred  ideaa  of  propotj,  irnme* 
diatety  come  over  the  line,  and  in  revenge 
murder  a  number  of  innocent  people.  IntBas 
mnrdera  are  not  unprovoked.  They  are  not  rf 
that  atamp,    Ur.  H.  oonaidered  tbo  amradmuit 
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of  ttr.  VtHAXLE  u  a  Ronnw  of  endless  confa- 
rion'.  An;  m«n,  if  it  passed,  might  oron  the 
Indian  line  as  often  as  be  tbon^t  proper,  and 
•a;  that  he  was  in  pnnoit  of  Indians  with  pris- 
'  oners.  I  nuderta^e,  (said  he,)  if  jou  will  give 
me  a  hundred  dollars,  to  go  to  the  frontier  and 

Set  a  witness  who  will  oome  into  a  Ooiirt  of 
OBtice  and  ewear  that  on  SQch  a  daj  ten  Indiana 
oame  over  tlie  line  in  arms.  Mr.  H.  aud  he 
was  personallj  acqnunted  with  the  frontiers. 
He  had  a  high  respect  for  the  inhabitants,  there 
were  many  very  worthy  people  amoof  them ; 
bnt  likewise  many  others  of  B  very  oifibrent 
kind.  This  amendment  will  set  open  a  door  to 
all  Bort«  of  fraud  and  mischief.  Mr.  H.  honored 
the  sentiments  of  patriotism  that  gave  rise  to  it, 
bnt  hs  could  not  posrihly  agree  to  the  propriety 
of  its  insertion. 

Ur.  Wain,  the  mrariber  fhnn  the  Sonth- west- 
ern Territory,  sud,  that  hehad  to  complain  of  die 
alanghter  of  near  fonr  hundred  cilixens  under 
the  aospioes  of  your  Goremment.  He  fdt 
himself  mnob  affected,  and  as  to  the  doctriu 
of  Indian  killing,  only  in  retaliation,  he  denied  it 
altogether.  The  love  of  blood  was  hereditary 
in  then].  When  the  gentleman  says  that  with 
a  hundred  dollars  in  his  pocket,  he  can  find' 
ten  men  on  the  frontiers — [Ur.  H.i^i'EB  explain- 
ed, that  he  only  said  he  coold  find  a  witness.] 
"Well,  (said  Ur.  W.)  if  the  gentleman  did  not 
mean  a  reflection  on  the  frontierej  he  meant 
nothing  at  all.  I  know  not  how  well  the  gen- 
tleman may  be  practised  in  the  arts  of  snhom- 
ntion,  but  I  ng^self  know  of  no  eadti  man. 
[Mr.  HiAPSs. — I  expected  the  gentleman  wonid 
oonflne  biniself  to  a  decent  answer.]  Ur.  W. 
proceeded  to  olMerve  that  no  man  acquunted 
■with  thb  frontiers  wonld  have  made  any  snob 
assertion  as  the  gentleman  had  done.  He  was 
likewise  extremely  snrprised  at  the  gentleman 
from  Uaryland,  for  having  persisted  in  affirming 
that  many  of  the  frontier  people  were  semi- 
aavagee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  now  taken  on  the 
amendment,  whioh  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  7 
— ^yeaa  89,  nays  48,  as  follows : 

Tkai. — J>meiATm>troiiff,Th«od(9iu  BaHey,  Atnm- 
hmm  B&ldwin,  Thomu  Blount,  Thomu  F.  Caroei, 
Gabriel  Chiiitie,  Thomu  Claiborne,  WiUiuu  J.  Dair- 
■on,  George  Dent,  Samael  Doxter,  Gabriel  DbtkII, 
Beujuiiiii  Edirardi,  William  Findlay,  Chiiitopber 
Greeanp,  William  B.  Giotb,  George  Haocook,  Carter 
B.  Huriaon,  John  Heath,  William  Irvine,  Matthew 


Andrew  Hocse,  Peter  Mnhlsnbeiv,  JoMph  KeviUa, 
AnthonyNew,  AlexisdarD^OiT,  JohnP*gs.  Thomu 
Scott,  John  Smilis,  Tbomu  Sptigg,  Tho*.  Tredwell, 
PMlip  Van  Cortludl^  Abraham  Venable,  Fraocii 
Walker,  Richavl  Winn,  and  Joaeph  Winiton. 

Nati. — Fiihsr  Amea,  John  Beatl7,  Eliaa  Bvndinot, 
Stiearjailinb  Bonnie,  Baqfamin  Boorne,  Lambert  Cad- 
walader,  David  Cobb,  Fel%  Coffin,  Joabna  Coit, 
Heniy  Dearborn,  Thomaa  Fitnimona,  DwIghC  Foater, 
EraUel  Gilbert,  Nicholai  Gilman,  Bemy  Glenn, 
Benjamin  Qoodhne,  Jamei  Gordon,  Robert  Qoodloa 
Easier,  Jamei  IIlllh<nue,  William  Hindmm,  Samnel 


Holten,  Jobn  Hnntar,  Aaron  Kllcbell,  John  VIIImi 
Kittara,  Amaia  Laaised,  Jamea  Madiaoi^  Itasdi 
Malbone,  WilUam  Vaju  Hurray,  Natbaoie]  mie^ 
Andrew  Pickens,  Theodora  Sedgwick,  Jc^n  S.  Sbap- 
bnrne,  Jenmlah  Smith,  laraal  Smith,  Wm.  Smidi, 
Zsphaniah  SviFt,  Georae  Thatohar,  Uriah  Traqy, 
Jonathan  Tnunbiill,  Jc£n  E.  Tan  Allen,  Peter  Van 
Gsubeck^  PeWWadiworth^  Jeremiah  Wadnrorth, 
JobuWatt^  Beiganiin  WQlIam^  and  Paine  Wli^ate. 

iii.  OiLBS,  who  had  been  in  the  Boose  during 
the  whole  debate,  had  gone  ont  Jost  before  the 
question  was  pat,  and  returning  immediately 
after  the  names  had  been  oalled,  asked  leave  to 
vote.  The  mle  of  the  Eonse  was  read  br  the 
Sfbaxk^  whioh  is  that  no  member  shall  vote 
who  was  not  present  at  patting  of  the  question. 
Ur.  G.,  on  this  aoccmnt,  was  not  allowed  avote. 

Ur.  Oabhks  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
resolution  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing  words: 

"  Unleit  It  aball  be  in  oonliiinBtion  of  a  pnrssit  to 

■  diatance  not  exceeding milea  beyond  the 

line  oTllieparQcnlarlnduDa  who  iball  have  rMCDtly 
committed  mmdei,  or  may  be  canymg  olT  capllTM 

plmidei.'' 

It  was  resolved  in  the  afOrmative. 

lie  sidd  resolution,  as  amended,  waa  then 
again  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  fbl- 

Smihed.  That  all  peraona  who,  unaothoiized 
by  law,  and  with  hostile  intent,  may  be  found 
in  arms  on  any  lands  allotted  or  secured  to  the 
Indiana  by  treatise  between  the  United  Btatea 
and  any  Indian  tribes,  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof  forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding dol- 
lars, and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 

-nonthfi,  unless  it  shall  be  in  oontbaationof  a 

inrsnit  to  a  distance  not  exceeding milea 

>eyond  the  line  of  the  pariicnlar  Indians  who 
shall  have  recently  committed  murder,  or  may 
lie  carrying  off  captives  or  plunder. 

The  second  resolution  being  again  read,  and 
amended,  wm,  on  the  qneetion  put  thereupcot, 

jeed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Eaohei,  That  it  riiall  be  lawftal  for  £he  mili- 
tary force  of  the  United  States  to  appr^end 
every  person  or  persons  found  in  arms  as  afore- 
sdd,  and  him  or  them  to  convey  to  the  civil 
authority  of  the  United  States,  within  some  one 
of  the  States,  who  shall,  by  such  authority,  be 
secured  to  be  tried  in  manner  and  form  aa  is 
provided  in  and  by  the  act  entitled,  "  An  act  to 
regulate  trade  sod  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes :  "  PrmiiUd,  that  no  perwm  shall  he  con- 
fined after  his  arrest,  and  befbre  his  removal, 
more  than days. 

OrAerixL,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in 
lUTsaant  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  that  Ur, 
JiDOWioE,  3£r.  Uaoisok,  and  Ur.  HiLLBoon^ 
do  prepare,  and  bring  in  the  same, 

TuxsoAT,  Uarcb  8. 
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plet«d  tlie  bnaiiiMB  belbn  than,  are  now  aboat 
to  44Jo«ni  without  Aaj  ;  ud  that  the  Olei^  of 
thia  Home  do  go  with  the  laii  ntemige. 

A  tneasage  from  the  Benate  infbrmed  the 
Houae  that  the  Senate  have  ^ipcrinted  a  eom- 
mittee,  oo  their  par^  Jdntlj,  with  each  oom- 
ndttee  aa  jum  be  appointed  on  the  pert  of  tJiis 
BoDae^  to  wdt  on  the  FsntDKNT  o>  TBI  ITtTrrD 
Buns,  and  infi>rm  Mm  that  Oongren  Es  ready 
to  a^onm  without  daj,  tudeH  he  mar  hare  aaj 
ftirther  oranmnnloatloni  to  make  to  uetD. 

The  Honae  [vooeeded  to  ocmrider  the  aud 
DMAaage  t    WhcteopoQ, 

JbtMM^  That  tiiia  Honae  doth  agree  to  the 
Naolntitm  of  the  Senate  for  the jmdntment  ot 
»  joint  eommittM  of  the  two  IKHieeB,  to  wait 
on  the  F^nmnr  of  thi  UBTncD  SMna^  and 
infbrm  him  of  the  Intended  reoeee  irf  Oon^«ee: 
uid  that  Ifr.  BocmiroT,  Ur.  Sciwwiox,  and 
Hr.  Tbumbuix,  be  of  the  oommittae  appointed 
on  the  part  of  thii  Honae. 

On  a  motton  made  and  aeocwded, 

'■  That  Oe  thuki  of  thU  HooM  be  piewolej  to 
I'Vederiok  Aagtutai  MnbluibtiR,  In  tetffanooj  of  diair 
annbmtiaa  of  Ui  ooodnct  in  duchaigisg  tba  aiduooi 
aod  ixDpoEtaat  dotlei   ■■dgx^  tiim  vdiOa  In  the 


you 


.  msj  JOB  low  oantinne  la  a- 

at  your  fellow-oitaseiii ;  and  ma 

with  their  jnitapplNue  (^bATii^  deMM 


wdl  of  jonr  country.' 


Mr.  BouDiHOT,  from  tlie  Jt^ot  oooimittee^ 

ginted  to  wait  on  the  PsniDKiT  or  TBx  Unm 
tiaa  and  Infonn  him  ot  the  intanded  reecH 
of  Oongrea^  rep<«ted  that  the  <mmmittee  had 
peiformed  that  aerrioe,  and  that  ibe  Fuaniai 
dgnifled  to  theni  that  he  h«d  do  fbrtbff  dob- 
roonioetkai  to  make  doting  the  preeeot  saaaian: 
Whereupon,  Mr.  SPKiLXKB  a^joonted  the  Hoas 


oyGoot^lc 
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BXSATOBt. 
ITma  Aim|mMi«— John  Lugdon,  &  UTtrmon. 
VtrwuiH—EUith  PtllM,  VMM  SobliuoD. 
JTOMiialbKHtti.— Georga  Gibot,  Ciliti  Stn)ii(. 
Med*  AimA— Wllllun  Bnttford,  Tbeodm*  FMtet. 
CbiHueMatit— OllTtr  Kllnrortli,  JautbMi  TrambnlL 
JFiw  TcrrL— Ammn  Bnrr,  Bnftu  Klnf. 
Stic  Jtnti/.—V.  Fnllii^iiTiBn,  John  Rnllwilbid. 
ftK*»yltimta.—yie\i»a  Bln^uD,  JuMi  Bon. 
JWatDard,— Henrj  lAOmn,  John  Tlnin^ 
JTaryliMwi:— John  Hcnij,  Blobud  Potto, 
ririr'ola.— BtvnM  T.  liuDO,  Bmit  Tuawgll. 

~     Mbr  Bhwdwoith,  Aknnda  H 


Jata  Sad,  T.  Bwlcwlok,  Qtart*  Thalaliv,  JoHph  B.  T 

nm,  P.  W^drorth. 
U«(*  AI«Mt— Bm^mlB  Bonms,  Tiuob  ICiIbo 
O— mtdWL    >a*M  Quit,  g  flogdjtah,  Bnw  S 


JTw  rort— Tbwdcnn  Billir,  'Wmbm  Omipn,  BwUd 
eUbsrt,  HniiT  Olom,  John  Hitbere,  J.  M.  Hina^  K. 
UilBittoii,  John  E.  Van  Allm,  PhUlp  Tu  Cortli&dt,  J^iB 


MOD  KltiAdl,  iMg  Bmlth,  llaA  TbompnB. 

AwuvJtwUa.— DarU  Bud,  Otoit*  ^^  WDUun  Ftad- 
■■r.  AOMrt  Gdbtin,  Asdnv  SngcnuDH  HuUar,  Dulal 
H*litcr,  John  W.  Klt(«i»,  BuBoal  Uadif,  Fnduiok  A.  Mnb- 

lasbut,  John  BkihMdi,  Bunut  BltfrMTM,  John  Bmawltk, 

j>tla(tiar<.— John  Pitoi. 

jr(irvIiHvl.-CM>il*l  ChiWIit  Jtnml*]!  OnM^  Gaoiia 
Dent,  Giliilel  Dnnll,  WUUim  ^i-i""".  BuDual  Bmlth, 
ThsmH  Bpitd,  WlUlun  Vua  Utooj. 

ytrglmia.—'BiAtii  Brent,  Bumul  J.  Oibsll,  Tbomia 
OUbnnt,  John  Cloplon,  lawo  CoIm,  WUUim  &  QIt<^ 
Smci*  Hmbo*,  Out*T  K  HuitKA,  John  Hotl^  John 
Ga(«l*  iTmiI  1(111.  Aadmr  Moon,  Antlrair  ITtir,  Jshm 
HkkdH,  Joha  Fan  Jnlih  Fuktr,  Tnoda  PnrtiB,  Bo- 
b«rt  BmtlMtltiid,  A.  &  Taubl*. 

SorA  OipbUiu.— Thcnni*  BlanB^  Hathu  Brju,  Damp- 
Mj  Biui«i  Jtaaa  FnnkllB,  JmH  QUlaplB,  ITUIIbb  & 
Orare,  Ju»  Holksd,  lUtthaw  Logk^  HithuU  HuoB. 
Ahaloni  Tit«m. 


PBOCEEDmOS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


llmnuT,  Deoember  T,  17BS. 

The  fonowing  Beuttora  iqipeared,  and  took 
tlieirwats: 

JoHR  LursDOV  Mid  Sakukl  Litxkhoki,  frmn 
New  HanMdkire. 

Caub  bnova  and  Gnwsi  Ouor,  from 


K  FoanB,  from  Bhode  Idand. 

OuTBB  Eluwosth  utd  JovATSUi  Tbvuuix, 


l[oen  Bomrnov,  from  Vermont. 

Burro  Edcg,  from  K«ir  York. 

Jajos  Ross  imd  Vnuuf  Bixshui,  frmn 
FHmajImiia. 
•  HintT  Latdob,  from  Delaware, 

Hanr  Tazbwxu.  and   Btavaae  T.  Xuom, 
fromVir^nia. 

AI.CU1TDXB  IQsTcr  and  I^otht  Blooih 
woBxa,  from  North  Oandina, 

Fmoi  BuTtn  and  Jaoob  Bus^  from  Bonth 
Carolina. 


.Goo'^lc 
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The  Yioi  Pbcshoht  being  abaent,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  eteotioDCv  a  " 
tMwor*,  aa  the  oonatitntion  pro 
XT  TAnwnj.  was  dnlf  deotod. 


f,  aa  the  oonatitntion  providea,  and  £ 


Orda^  That  the  Secretarj  wtit  on  the 
Pbbbident  or  thi  TJnitbd  Statu,  and  aeqnaint 
him  that  a  qaomm  of  the  Senate  ia  aseembled, 
and  Uiat,  in  the  absenoe  of  the  Vioa  FBiaiDKin, 
the;  hare  elected  Ebbbt  Taziwiu.  Preddoit 
pro  Umport. 

Ordered,  That  the  BeoretaiT  Mqnalnt  the 
Honae  of  Bepresentativea  that  a  qnonmi  of  the 
Sen&te  ia  aasembled,  and  reftdj  to  proceed  to 
bosineeB;  and  that,  la  the  abeenoe  of  the  Vioi 
Pbuidixt,  tber  have  eleoted  Eehbt  TjlSkwxll 
Freai  dent  pro  temport. 

Ordered,  That  Hews.  RuD  and  OuoT  be  a 
Joint  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to- 

Ether  with  sooh  ooounittee  as  the  House  of 
ipresentativea  may  q>point  on  their  part,  to 
wait  on  the  Pbbsidieit  or  tbm  Unitbo  btatu, 
and  notify  bim  that  a  qnonun  of  the  two 
HoDSM  i«  wsembled,  and  ready  to  reotive  an; 
owamnnicationa  that  he  mB7  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  RepreeentatlTea 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  qnoram  of  tbe  Eonse 
is  assembled ;  that  thej  have  elected  Josx-nus 
Batton  their  Spealier;  and  that  thej  have 
coDonrred  in  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  oom- 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  PaieuBNT  op  ths  TJhited 
Statbs,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  two  Honsee 
of  Congress  are  assembled,  and  are  readj  to  re- 
ceive any  oommanicatdona  that  he  ma;  be  pleas' 
ed  to  la;  before  them. 

Jlr.  Read,  from  the  joint  committee  app<nnt- 
ed  for  that  purpose,  reported  that  tbe;  bad 
w^ted  on  tbe  Prbsiobst  of  tiiz  Uhitzi)  SrATsa, 
and  hod  notified  him  that  a  qnomm  of  the  two 
Houses  of  OoDgress  were  assembled ;  and  the 
FsxaniEBT  or  ths  UnusD  States  acgnaioted 
the  committee  that  he  would  meet  th%  two 
Honses  in  the  Representatiree'  Ohamber  at  12 
o'clock  to-morrow. 

.TnwDAT,  December  8. 
HimpBsxT  Uabshall,  from  tbe  State  of  Een- 
tnckj,  attended, 


read;  to  meet  the  Senate  in  the  Ohamber  of 
that  Honse,  to  receive  snch  commnnloationa  as 
l^e  PfusiDsirr  or  tkb  Uhited  Statbs  shall  be 
pleased  to  make  to  them. 

Whereapon,  tbe  Senate  repaired  to  the  Cham- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  pur- 
pose above  expressed) 

The  Senate  then  retnmed  to  th^  own  Cham- 
ber, and  a  oop;  of  tbe  Speech  of  the  Fxbsidhht 
or  TBE  United  States  to  Ixith  Houses  of  Oon* 
grem  was  read,  as  follows : 

Felllm-Citixau  of  lit  Sa^t,  amd 

i^lit  Bcutt  Iff  Beprutatadxa  ! 
I  tnut  I  do  not  deceive  mjaelf,  wliila  I  indulge  the 
'n  that  I  have  never  mit  yon  at  any  period. 


1  hut  c 
oongiatBlatkn,  aiil  fir  iavfiji^  yon  to  j/Aa  -wUk 
me  In  proTgnnd  gndiMde  to  the  Antinr  of  all  gooi 
fin  the  nnmenKi)  and  eztrsordiiiaiy   liliasiim  «■ 

?nM  ttsninstioB  of  Ae  loig,  expcmnve,  ami  £§- 
1 1  iiilim  war  in  whioh  we  havs  been  anoaged  wA 
oect^  TiwiljiM  noith-wast  of  dw  Ohio^  u  plaoed  a 

"  -(d   Statei,  by 

II  anny  ba*  c 


e  B^JTUtmait  of  tb«  terms,  the  r-'Hirtimi  af 
at  iDoiaiu  n*  daomed  an  object  worthy  do  Ian  «f 
lu  policy  ASH  of  the  hbenkh^  of  tbe  Uuitsd  Stii^ 
IS  tlM  Qeoanary  bans  of  dorable  tnnqoilli^.  na 
object,  It  ii  bdiSTBd,  baa  betui  fnlly  Btt«D«d.  lb 
aAclea  leiaed  mwi]  win  immodiately  be  laid  Mb« 
tbe  Senate,  for  their  condderatian. 

Contemplatbig  the  intanial  atnatioa,  aa  wdl  as 
the  azteniat  relstioiu,  of  tbe  United  Statei,  m  &- 
OOTOC  equal  eaoae  for  contentment  and  natirfai^ini 
Whik  many  of  tbe  naticoi  of  Enrupe,  with  Aw 
American  depandenelea,  have  b««n  ioT^red  in  a  oa- 


nencan  depanc. .     .   ,        ... 
t  nnnsnalty  bloody,  exheutinK  ■; 
fa  wUch  tbe  arils  oT  fore^n  war  hai 


>  Aotj,     Futh- 


wfaidi  many  of  tbe  aiti  moat  OMro!  t 
been  eipoaed  to  duconngement  aad  decay ; 
narciey  of  rabdsteaM  haa  emhitteied  ocber  luflir 
iiige ;  wbils  even  the  anlicipatioai  of  a  reton  oTtba 
bleadngtof  HUB  end  repoae  an  alloyed  by  tbe  loaa 
of  heavy  and  aocoinnlatiu;  btudans  which  press  qKa 
an  tbe  departments  of  iudnitiy,  and  threaten  to  dog 
the  firtnre  nnii^  oTOoTenunent:  our  fhvraed  oona- 
tr;,  hu^y  Id  a  ttrikinK  contrast,  baa  enjoyed  gonal 
tnnqoulity — n  tranquillity  flie  mara  — tiafacln  y ,  ba- 
eaose  mnintuned  at  tbe  expense  of  do  doty.  Futh- 
fy  to  onreelvea,  we  have  viiJatrd  a 
otheis.  Oar  agiicnltnre,  commfiros,  m 
tuna,  pioqier  beyond  fonnei  example  ; 
tioni  (j*  ooi  bade  <(o  preraot  >  eoBiinwuice  e(  wUch, 
however,  very  pointed  remtnatnuMiea  haw  ben 
made)  bmng  orettalaDoad  by  tbe  ugregata  barf* 
wbicb  It  danvea  fVom  a  neotnd  poaidoo.  Our  pope- 
lation  advances  with  a  eeleii^  •rtuch,  BxoaadiBg  Iba 
moat  aangnlne  calcnlationa,  propoitionaDy  wigmcatt 
our  atrength  and  resaoroea,  and  gnszaotees  oior  fatme 
aemmty.  Every  part  of  tbe  Dnioo  £q>lnya  indio- 
timu  (^  rapid  and  varione  improvement  i  end  wi& 
bnrdeng  so  ligbt  aa  acaieely  to  b«  pereeivBd ;  with  i»- 
aonrcea  folly  adequate  to  oinr  praeent  eiigviicies ;  widi 
Goveromente  ibnaded  on  the  genuine  prJDeiplea  U 
ntional  liberty ;  and  with  mild  and  whoUaome  laws — 
ia  it  too  mach  to  say,  that  oar  ooontiy  exhibits  a 
apectaela  at  nataonal  bi^pineas  n 
ever  before  equalled? 


Among  the  ohjeota  wbiob  will  dum  your  attantiv 
in  the  oooiae  of  tba  aewoa,  a  review  t£  our  K^tan 
Eatablistunent  is  not  the  least  important.  It  is  c^kd 
for  by  tbe  event*  whicb  have  changed,  and  may  be 
expeatsd  atillfluthertoobanf;e,  die  relative  dtsaljaa 
of  our  frontieYa.  In  thi>  renew,  ^oa  wiD  doublka 
aDow  doe  wei^t  to  tbe  oonadenbaoa  that  the  qnae- 
Ifaau  between  as  and  oertua  for^gn  pownn  an  not 
yet  finally  a((inaled ;  that  the  war  in  Eon^  ia  not 
yet  terminated  ;  and  that  onr  Wutani  poata,  ^mb 
recovered,  will  demand  pmriaon  for  ganiKnuu  aad 
aeenring  them,     A  statemmt  of  our  preaent  mihta^ 
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JiMmw  to  ft»  Prmiml. 


jTtv  wttl  ba  laid  beTDre  joa  bj  tlM  DapuDneiit  ot 
Vi. 

Whtl  ths  nn4eir  of  oat  anaj  utabUiluiiBiit  ia 
atmOj  comieoted  that  <^  th«  militia.  It  will  merit 
Bqidiy,  what  irapeifbcticiii  in  the  eilitiiig  plan 
irtlur  aipfnieDM  maj  have  nnlbldQiL  The  ra^eot 
I  of  w  mDcIi  moment,  in  my  utimodcoi,  ai  to  oicils 
.  cotutant  aolicitada  that  the  couuderatioD  of  it  maj 
«  renewad  until  the  gnateat  attnioahle  perfsction 
ban  be  arcomplidwd.  lime  U  wearing  away  >ome 
dvantsgo  for  fbrwardiog  the  object,  while  dodo 
«ttBr  deeerrea  the  peneToiii^  aCtcatioa  of  1^  pabUc 
ounciU 

While  we  iDdnlge  the  M&fWotion  which  Uib  actoal 
(odition  <£  ooT  WeiterD  botden  to  well  anthoriies,  it 
I  neouaaij  thkt  we  ihonld  not  lota  aigbt  of  OD  im- 
<vtant  (rutli,  whkh  canHDvallT  receirai  new  oon- 
jmatioiu,  namelj ;  that  the  proTiaicnu  bentofbn 
aade  with  a  view  to  the  proleotioD  of  the  Indiatu 
rom  the  Tiolencea  at  the  lanlosa  part  (^  onr  fnmtier 
^hftlntants  are  insifficient.  It  i4  deinonEtrated  that 
bese  vioUncea  cm  now  be  perpetrated  with  impa- 
ir ;  and  it  can  need  do  argmnent  to  prove,  that, 
LsleH  the  mtirdering  of  Indiana  can  be  lestraiDed  by 
prin^ng  the  innideren  to  condign  pmuahmeDt,  ul 
be  exntiDaa  of  the  GoTemment  to  prerinit  deatnic- 
ive  letaliatioDi  by  the  ladiani  will  prove  fridtleaa, 
jui  alt  ear  preaent  agreeable  prospects  illaaaiT.  Tbe 
raqnent  deitrnotlon  of  inocx^ent  women  and  childien, 
rfao  are  chieQj  the  victima  of  ntaliatioD,  mnat  con- 
iime  to  iboch  famnsnity,  and  ao  enoimoai  ezpoDM 
o  dimln  the  Treainry  of  the  UnioD. 

To  enforce  npon  the  Insane  tbe  ohmnrance  of 
[latice,  it  ia  iDdiapoDiable  that  there  shall  be  comp«- 
Bot  means  of  rotdering  Jnitice  to  them.  If  * 
aeHu  can  b«  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  Congraa, 
.nd  especially  if  there  can  be  added  an  ndeqnate 
TOiiuon  for  mpplyiag  the  neceuitiea  of  the  Indiana, 
o  reasonablB  term* — a  meaanre,  the  mentioD  of 
rliich  I  the  more  readily  repeat,  h  in  all  the  ood- 
they  urge  it  wWi  loljcitode — I 


tntisn,  and  tte  neoessl^  of  some  fuitiier  Legialatin 
prorinoD*  for  carrying  the  bminesa  of  it  men  oom- 
pletdy  into  e£bot,  and  tor  ^Mcking  abneei  whidi 
r  to  be  aiidng  in  particnlaj'  qnarteis. 
I  prMrasi  of  providing  materialaloT  tbefrigataa, 
I  bn^Dg  them ;  tbe  state  of  tbe  fortifioattOQl 
'  hvbon ;  the  meanrea  which  have  beOD  pnt- 
for  oUainiog  propar  dtaa  Ibc  atsuial%  and  for 
lihiDg  onr  magadoM  with  mfUtaiy  alarea ;  and 
tho  steps  which  ban  been  takeo  towaidt  the  eiaoo- 
tion  (^  the  Uw  for  open'mg  a  trade  with  the  iDdJaos — 
win  likewise  be  pretanted  for  the  infonnatkm  of 


Temperate  disoDSBon  of  ths  important  aabjeota 
triiiah  may  ariae  in  tbe  oonne  of  tho  aeaoon,  ud 
mutual  forbeantoce  when  then  i>  a  diSbreooe  i£ 
opiidoD,  are  too  obviona  and  neoessBir  for  the  peaoe, 
luplnHiaB,  and  wellkio  of  oar  c 


bonU  not  hesitate  to  entertain  a  »troD3  hope  of 
etina  onr  tranqnillity  permanent.  I  add,  with  pleas- 
re,  that  the  prob»WUty  even  of  their  civilimtion  la 
at  diminished  by  the  oiperimenta  which  hai 
boa  thr  made  mider  ^lo  aasjnce*  of  Govenunenl 
"he  accomplidunent  of  this  vroi^  if  practicable, 
riU  reflect  nndeoayiDg  InsDo  od  onr  national  char- 
etar,  and  adnmilster  the  most  grateful  oonsoUtimi 
hat  Tirtnons  minds  can  louw. 
'.miiaiei  of  At  Smat  ijf  S^rtiailatitti . 
The  state  of  our  temine,  with  the  soma  wUch 
■re  been  borrowed  and  lelmboned  pnrsnant 
mot  acts  of  Co^^pcas,  will  be  sobmittad  from  ths 
poper  Department,  tc^ther  with  an  oatiinate  of  the 
■prDpiiations  ntirwriij  to  be  made  for  the  Mrvlee 
Plhe  enauing  year. 
Whether  meuores  may  not  be  advisable 
Wbice  the  provision  for  the  redemptioD  of  the  pnbUc 
Hit,  will  naturally  engage  vonr  examinatioD.  Cod- 
■Ms  lui«  demoosCrmted  uiur  sense  to  be,  and  it 
pie  ■opeiflnoat  to  repeat  mine,  that  whatsoever  will 
Md  la  aeoderate  the  honnvUe  extinction  of  oor 
Milio  debt,  accords  a*  mooh  with  the  true  interest 
(onr  ooDDlry  ae  with  dn  general  tense  of  onr  oon- 
^nts. 

fcartnum  o/At  BtmaU,  and 
p  ^  Ae  HouM  of  Bfpnti 
I'Tbe  statements  which  will  be  laid  before  you  relo- 


G.  WASHINGTON. 


U»ITU>  SrAim,  Deamba-  8,  1798. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Kiflo,  Ellswobxb,  and 
Oabot,  be  a  oommittee  to  report  the  draft  of  u 
Addre^  to  the  Pbksidebt  or  tbe  TtimD 
States,  in  answer  to  bis  Speech  this  day  to 
both  Houses  of  CoDgresa. 

WxinrssDAT,  Deoember  9. 
The  VioE  FEBBirKiifi  of  the  Umted  Btatee  it- 
tended. 
The  fbUowiug  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mas- 

"Htulirfd,  That,  Id  conlbnni^  to  a  tesolutiati «( 
tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  30th  daj 
of  FebTnai7,  1T94,  tbe  gallery  of  tbe  Senate  Cham- 
ber be  peimittad  to  be  opened  every  mcsning,  tnlgeot 
to  the  restrictions  therein  meotioued,  a  snitable  gal- 
lery having  been  erected  and  {Tovided  in  the  Sonata 
Chamber,  in  the  lute  reoess  c^  Coigreaa,  fbr  that 

And,  the  motion  being  amended,  it  -v 
StioUtd,  That,  in  co^ormit;  to  a  reBumuuu 
of  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States,  pawed  the 
SOth  daj  of  Febmary,  17M,  the  gallery  of  the 
Senate  Chamber  be  permitted  to  be  opened 
every  morning,  aobject  to  tbe  reetriotiona  in  aud 
reaolutim  mentioned. 

TflTTBBDAT,  December  10. 

John  Bbowit,  from  the  State  of  Eentool^, 
and  FsXDERiox  FBEUKamrrazN',  from  the  Btata 
of  Kew  Jersey,  aeverBlly  attended. 

Mr.  SiSQ,  from  the  cominitt«e  appointed  fbr 
that  pnrooee,  reported  the  draft  of  an  Addrccn 
to  the  Pbebident  or  the  UiirntD  Stateb,  in 
answer  to  bis  Bpeecb  to  both  Houses  of  Oon- 
gre«s,  at  the  opening  of  the  senion,  which  waa 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration  nmm 


FmDAT,  Deoember  11. 
Eluah  Faise,  from  the  State  of  Vermtnt, 
attended. 

Addreu  to  tht  PraidaU. 
The  Senate  took  into  conuderation  the  report 
made  by  the  o 
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hiB  Speecb  to  both  HoQaeB  of  Congregs,  at  th« 
opening  nf  the  seBsion,  which  is  as  follows: 

SiB ;  It  ij  widi  poenllai  ndifaotion  thu  ire  an 
InTonned  b/  tout  iipecob  to  tba  two  Himimh  of  CtHi- 

Cn,  that  tba  laag.  and  expeiuira  war  in  which  we 
'e  been  tagtgai  with  the  lodUni  natth-weit  of 
the  Ohio  ia  in  ■  vtaaticni  to  be  Snail;  terminated ; 
(od,  ihoul^  we  new  wilh  ooncem  the  danger  of  an 
Intnniptiaii  of  the  peaoe  to  receatly  eonfinned  with 
the  Creelu,  we  ioddge  the  hop^  that  Oa  meaanret 
tikat  70a  have  adopted  to  preheat  the  •ama,  if  td- 
Iwed  bj  thoee  Legialadre  ft^ridaaiStat  jiutioe  and 
humility  eqaally  demaiid,  will  nocaed  In  laTlag  Iha 
foondatian  of  a  Wii«  peace  widi  the  Indian  tilbea 
«n  the  Saathen  aa  wall  h  on  the  WeMra  bontiani. 

The  coofimnatioa  of  oni  IVeaty  with  Uoroooo,  and 
the  a^JDitment  of  a  Trsatf  of  Peace  with  Al^an,  in 
ooaseqaence  of  which  onr  w^itiTe  leUow-^itiieu  (hell 
be  deUvend  from  ilaTerf ,  mie  event*  Chmt  will  proTe 
DO  len  intemtiag  to  the  pablto  humanity  than  the; 
will  be  important  in  eitaniling  and  ■eoDiuig  the  nav- 
igation and  oommeiM  of  our  couott;. 

Al  a  just  and  equitable  cooclnnon  of  oar  depend- 
ll^  oegotiatiooi  with  Spun  will  eetentiallr  advajice 
Ae  intereat  of  both  nationi,  and  thereh;  cheibh  and 
oonfinn  tin  good  mtdentanding  and  ftiaidaUp  whioh 
we  have  at  aU  timet  denred  to  maintain,  it  will 
tSari  Hi  leal  pleaania  to  leceiTe  an  eailir  oonflrma- 
HoD  of  one  eipectatioin  00  thti  tatjeot. 

The  intereadng  proepect  of  out  eftkin,  with  ngard 
to  the  foragn  powen  between  whom  and  the  United 
Stalae  controTeiuei  havo  laboited,  it  not  more  latii- 
fKtnl;  than  the  nnew  of  oar  intenul  lituatim :  if 
ftom  th*  tonmr  we  derire  an  ezpectatiDn  of  the  ex- 
UngoiahmeDt  of  all  the  cautei  of  external  diicoc^ 
that  lUTa  heietoTom  endangered  oar  tnnqailllt;,  and 
OD  termi  comittcnt  with  our  c&tional  bonai  and 
•afMy,  in  the  latter  we  dltcorer  thoie  nomerone  and 
wide-epread  tokeni  of  proapnritj  which,  in  to  peculiar 
a  manner,  diatingoiah  o<ir  hiqipy  ooontry. 

CiniamaCancea  thna  erery  way  anapioioua  demanc 
<Mir  gratitude^  and  rinoere  aoknowleogmenti  to  Al- 
wS^ly  God,  and  require  dkat  we  thMdd  unite  ouj 
aflMa  in  Imitation  «f  ;p<ir  enli^tened,  flm,  and 


The  ot{iscle  which  you  have  lecmninanded  to  the 
notice  of  the  Legialatnre  will,  in  the  courae  of  the 
aeaeion,  receive  our  carefd!  atMntJon,  and,  with  a  true 
teal  for  the  pnblio  welfare,  we  ihell  cheerfully  co- 
^lente  in  erery  meamm  that  ihaU  appear  to  ue  b  ' 
calculated  to  promote  the  auna. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
Piee  Pnmdmt  of  the  Umilai  aiata, 
and  iVanifari  of  lAe  BmaU. 

The  Address  was  taken  up  b;  paragraphs. 

The  foortb  tmd  fifth  paragraphs  were  moTed 
to  be  struok  oat  bj  Mr.  Maboh.* 

Ur.  MasoN  observed,  that  he  had  hoped 
noUking  contained  in  the  Address  r«f>orted  as 
an  answer  to  the  Pxbbioent's  Speech,  would 
have  been  snoh  as  to  force  the  Senate  to  pre- 
cipitate decisions.  The  two  claoses  he  ol:)jeot«d 
to  disappointed  him  in  that  hope.  The;  were 
oalcolated  to  bring  agtun  into  view  the  impor- 


tant saljject  whioh  ooci^ed  the  Scnala  dim 
th^  Jane  seeeion.  This  be  oonceiTed  o» 
■od  pnrpoae;  the  minontjontbt 
a  not  DOW  to  be  expected  to  recrit 
from  the  opinions  tbej  then  held,  and  ihif 
oonld  not  therefore  join  in  the  indirect  t^-^t 
probation  which  the  m^arit;  appeand  to  oia 
for,  aikd  whioh  was  most  cert«iily  involved  a 
the  two  clanses  which  he  ahonld  hope  would )» 
stmcfc  oat.  If  his  motion  were  speed  ta^Ai 
renmnder  of  the  Address  wonld,  in  his  (qtimo^ 
stand  nneioeptionable.  He  did  not  see,  (be  U 
part,  that  onr  Ntaation  was  every  wtj  wt 
piciosB.  Kotwithatandiog  the  treat7,ontliida 
"  arieTooslj  molested. 

Mr.  EiNG  observed,  that  theprindpsIfettaKi 
observable  in  the  answer  reported  to  th«  Pint 
'e  Addreas,  were  to  keep  np  that  htnnoa] 

teroourse  which  ooght  to  sabsist  betwea 

the  Legislatare  and  the  Pbebidrt,  and  to  o- 
preee  confldeace  in  the  nndlminiahod  £isiim 
and  love  of  conntr;  which  alwajH  chsrwuna 
onr  chief  Ezecntiye  Uagiatrate.  Be  ot(H<^ 
to  striking  out  especially  the  firat  dauie,  Iw 
caose  foanded  on  niideniable  truth.  It  oaljd^ 
clarea  that  onr  proepeota,  aa  to  onr  extoul 
relations,  are  not  more  saUsfhctoij  ditn  *  n- 
Tiew  of  onr  internal  ntnadon  would  p^ 
Was  not  this  representation  tme,  he  iW; 
ooiild  it  be  oontroverted?  This  clause,  be(«- 
tended,  contained  nothing  reasonably o!>i«ti* 
able;  it  did  not  say  as  mnch  as  the  Bcwnd,  U 
which  only  most  of  the  oyecttona  of  the  mMJ- 
ber  ap  before  him  applied,  an  answer  M  fftwi 
he  should  defer,  expectiM  that  a  qwflioa 
would  ba  pat  on  each  in  order.  ^ 

The  Chair  requested  that  the  motion  Bhow 
be  reduced  to  writing.  Mr.  Uasos  ■eoacd|ii^ 
reduced  it  to  writing,  and  it  went  to  rtrino! 
oot  both  danses  at  onoe. 

Mr.  Maboit  agreed  moat  oordiallj  thtl  W 
sitaation  of  onr  external  relations  we^*  *" 
more  a  cause  of  joy  than  our  mtnation  st  hffl"- 
But  the  obyiouB  meaning  of  the  clause,  he  wn- 
oeiyed,  was  an  indirect  ^provalof  onrsilMU* 
relative  to  external  concerns;  and  W  iwsM 
could  not  give  his  assent,  as  he  did  not  comb* 
their  aspect  as  prosperous  or  au^ioioos. 

Mr.  BuTLKB  sud,  that  when  the  cOTmf* 
was  appointed  to  draft  an  answer,  be  hop*  •J'J 
would  have  used  each  general  tennsas  to  »'• 
secured  a  nnanimoua  vote.  He  waswillBE" 
pve  the  Chief  Magistrate  snch  an  answer  B  * 
spect  to  his  station  entitled  him  to,  bat  nots^ 
a  one  as  would  do  violence  to  his  r^ '«  ™ 
coDsUtation  and  his  doty  to  his  ft""*?'"?"? 
He  could  not  approve  of  long  and  ^'^'•'^^ 
swers,  however  unexceptionable  thsoP*^ 
might  be  in  matter,  and  however  reepes^ 
the  character  might  be  from  whom  it  iw* 
had  hoped,  from  the  peonliar  BtuatioB  w 
oonntry,  and  of  the  SwiatOj  that  nothing*^ 
have  been  brought  forward  in  the  ama^i  * 
sabject  which  agitatod  the  June  Ei«"''"i«: 
sioD,  calculated  to  wound  thefeeUc^off^Xt 
He  had  been  dlsi^pdiitad ;  it  was  an*"""™ 
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lome  momben  of  the  SenBta  conld  not  give 
ibeir  voice  in  favor  of  the  Address  in  its  present 
ibape,  without  involving  themMlves  in  the  most 
M^able  fnconststeacy. 

He  had  long  dnce,  for  his  own  pEirt,  declared 
rimself  against  every  article  of  Uie  treaty,  be- 
tanse  in  no  InstADCe  is  it  bottomed  on  reciprocity, 
iie  only  honorable  bans.  After  this  declara- 
don,  bow  oonld  be,  or  those  who  ooincided  in 
>[iiiiion  with  bim,  agree  to  the  present  Address 
iritbont  involving  Uiemselvee  In  the  most  pal- 
>tible  iocoDdstenoyt 

The  sentenoe  objected  to,  notwithstanding 
:fae  explanation  of  the  gentieman  from  "Sew 
ToA,  appeared  to  him  so  worded  as  to  lead  the 
dtizens  at  large  to  believe  that  the  spoliations 
m  our  oommerc«  were  drawing  to  a  fortunate 
jlose.  This  was  not,  he  conceived,  warranted 
ty  the  existing  state  of  things.  Indeed,  he  pro- 
ie«ted,  be  knew  no  more  of  the  actnal  situation 
>f  the  treaty  negotiation  than  the  remotest 
farmer  in  the  Union ;  conid  he  tben  declare,  he 
■aked,  that  it  was  drawing  to  a  bappy  close  t 
'ndeed,  jrom  the  latest  information  received, 
kr  from  onr  sitnation  having  been  ameliorated 
jy  tiis  negotiations  of  our  Execntive,  he  oon- 
tedved  onr  trade  as  mnch  In  jeopardy  as  ever. 

As  to  the  internal  prospentj,  be  owned  there 
iras  some  oaosefor  conmtolsHon ;  bnt  even  in 
bis  bis  conviction  conld  not  carry  him  as  fkr  as 
lie  clauses  tn  tbe  Address  seemed  to  go.  In  a 
wcnniary  point  of  view,  the  conntry  bad  made 
I  visible  progress ;  bnt  he  saw  in  it  no  basis  of 
wrmanent  prosperity.  There  were  no  circnm- 
rtances  attendant  on  it  that  gave  a  fair  hope 
li&t  the  pTosperity  wonid  be  permanent.  The 
ihief  canse  of  onr  temporary  pecnninry  pros- 
>erity  is  the  war  in  Eniope,  which  occasions 
be  high  prices  onr  prodnce  at  present  com- 
nftnda;  when  that  ia  terminated,  those  advan- 
Ageons  prices  will  of  coarse  falL 

Mr.  B.  now  came  to  speak  of  the  seoond  oV 
ectional  clanse.  He  regrett«d  whenever  a 
inestion  was  bronght  forward  tbat  involved 
lersonality  in  the  most  indirect  manner.  He 
Kished  always  to  speak  to  snbjects  nnconnected 
rith  men ;  bnt  the  wording  of  the  clanse  was 
infortnnately  snch  as  to  render  allusion  to  offl- 
ial  character  nnavoidable.  He  objected  prin- 
apally  to  the  epithet  firm,  introdnced  into  the 
atter  clanse,  as  applied  to  the  Snpreme  Ezecn- 
ive.  Why  fimnettf  he  asked.  To  what?  or 
o  whom  t  Is  <t  the  manly  demand  of  restitn- 
ion  made  of  Great  Britain  for  ber  accnranlated 
qjnries  that  cailsd  forth  the  praise  I  for  his  own 
wit  he  conld  discern  no  firmness  there.  Is  it 
'or  the  UTidmaited  and  energetic  conntenance  of 
be  cause  of  France,  in  her  struggle  for  freeing 
tereelf  from  despotic  shackles)  He  saw  no 
Irwifwwdirolayed  on  that  occasion.  Where  ihen 
a  It  to  be  found  f  Was  it  in  tbe  opposition  to 
lie  minority  of  the  Senate  and  tbe  general  voice 
>f  the  people  against  tbe  treaty  that  tbat  jJmi- 
i«M  was  displayed  ?  If  it  is  tbat  Armtuti  in 
jppodng  tbe  will  of  tbe  people,  wbich  is  in- 
tended  to  be  extolled,  tbo  vote  shall  never,  s^d 


Vr.  B.,  leave  the  walb  of  the  Senate  with  my 
q>prolMtion. 
Ur.  RxAD  Slid,  he  was  not  in  the  babit  of 

giving  a  silent  vote,  and,  as  many  of  bis  consti- 
tnents  were  adverse  to  tie  instroment  to  which 
he  had  ^ven  bis  assent,  be  thonght  this  a  fit 
opportnnity  to  say  something  on  the  anbjeet. 

Gentlemen  on  tbe  other  side  bad  spoken  of 
their  feelings ;  did  they  suppose,  he  a^ed,  that 
thosewho  were  in  the  m^ority  had  not  feelings? 
Also,  gentlemen  declared  the;  would  not  recede 
from  Oieir  former  determinations;  did  they  ex- 
peat  tbat  the  majority  would  recede  ? 

He  had,  he  said,  taken  tbe  qnestion  of  the 
treaty  in  all  its  aspects,  and  considered  it  ma- 
tnreljr,  and  though  be  lamented  tbat  be  differed 
in  opinion  on  tbat  subject  with  bis  ooUeagne, 
and  a  portion  of  tbe  people  of  his  State,  be 
nevertheless  remained  convinced  that  the  ratifi- 
cation of  it  was  advisable ;  it  rescued  the 
oonntry    from    war   and  its   desolating   hor- 

After  reading  tbat  part  of  the  PsssmsFr'a 
Speech  to  which  the  clanses  olgected  to  were  an 
echo,  be  asked,  whether  any  one  ooold  say, 
nnder  tbe  conviction  that  the  measures  of  GtoV' 
ernment  bad  prevented  a  war,  that  onr  view  of 
fbreign  relations  was  not  consolntoryl  On  all 
bands,  he  observed,  the  idea  of  a  war  was  de- 
precated ;  both  sides  of  the  House  wished  to 
avoid  it ;  then  is  it  not  a  consolatory  reflectioa 
to  all  that  its  horrors  have  been  averted  I  Is 
there  a  man  who  does  not  believe  that,  had  tbe 
treaty  not  been  ratified,  we  sbonld  have  hod 
war  ?  If  tbe  connti?  bad  been  plnnged  into  a 
WM^  would  it  be  as  nonrisbing  as  it  is? 

The  trifling  vexations  onr  commerce  baa  sos- 
tMned  are  not  to  compare  to  tbe  evils  of  hostili- 
ty. What  good  end  conld  have  been  answered 
by  a  war?  The  Address,  in  the  part  under  dla- 
cnssion,  says  no  more  than  that  we  rejoice  at 
the  prospect  that  the  blessings  of  peace  will  be 
preserved ;  and  does  not  this  expectation  exist? 

Great  Britain,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  power, 
bad  availed  herself  of  the  right  she  had  nnder 
tbe  law  of  nations,  of  seizing  enemies'  goods  in 
neutral  vessels;  bnt  baa  allowed  compensation 
to  some  Americans,  and  a  system  of  mild  mea- 

res  on  onr  part  is  the  best  security  for  further. 

But  tbe  Senate  and  tbe  Pbesidebt  are  the 
constitutional  treaty-making  powers.  If  mis- 
taken in  their  decisions,  they  cannot  be  accosed 
of  having  been  misled  by  sudden  and  immatored 
impressions.  He  ebonld  conceive  himself  unfit 
to  fill  a  chdr  in  tbe  Senate,  if  he  suffered  him- 
self to  be  carried  away  by  snch  impreedona. 
Tbe  people  conld  not,  in  their  town  meetings, 
depnved  of  proper  information,  posMbly  fbrm 
on  opinion  that  deserved  weight,  and  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Eiecntive  not  to  be  shaken  in  their 
determination  by  tnmnltnons  proceedings  fhnn 
without.  Upon  this  ground  he  mneb  qtproved 
tbe  FREsroENT's  oondnct,  and  thought  it  entiUed 
to  the  epithet,  firm. 

In  local  qnestiona,  affecting  none  bnt  tbe  in- 
tereat  of  hu  oonatitnents,  he  should  attend  to 
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their  ToloOy  bnt  on  great  lutioiud  polnia,  he  did 
Dot  consider  bimietf  m  a  Itq>reMntative  ftou 
South  Carolina,  bnt  u  a  Senator  fbr  the  TTnioD. 
In  qne«tions  of  thia  laat  Und,  even  if  the  wisbe* 
of  hia  ooDatitoents  were  nneqaivocaUj  made 
known  U>  him,  he  shonld  not  oonceive  binuelf 
bound  to  saorifioe  bia  opinions  to  theira.  He 
Tlewed  the  pKiaiDDrT  aa  standing  in  this  aitoa- 
tion,  and  tbongh  he  might  bear  the  opinions  of 
the  people  from  every  part  of  the  United  States, 
he  anoald  not  aacriflce  to  them  hia  own  convio- 
tion ;  in  thia  line  of  eondaot  be  bas  shown  bis 
firmneaa,  and  deserree  to  be  oomplimented  for 
it  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EiuwoKTH  was  opposed  to  atriUng  out. 
The  olanae  records  a  bet,  and  if  atmok  out,  the 
Senate  deny  it  Tbe  Pbuidkht  aaserte  it ;  In 
the  Addreae  reported,  the  Senate  assent ;  a  mo- 
tion is  made  to  strike  ont ;  is  it  beoanse  the 
truth  of  it  is  donbted  t  It  cannot  be  called  an 
nnimportant  fact,  therefore  itsomiason  will  not 
be  imputed  to  oversight.  Tbe  latter  part  of 
tbe  olanae  eipresMB  onr  gratitude  to  Almightj 
GihL  Will  the  Senate  refUae  to  make  an  ao- 
knowledgment  of  that  kind  t  Do  they  not  ad- 
mit that  He  Is  tbe  sonrce  of  all  good,  and  can 
they  refhaeto  acknowledge  itt    And  if  so,  is  it 

Essible  that,  inadmittiog  tbe  foot  and  eiprese- 
j  tbe  sentiment,  which  bo  naturally  flowa 
from  it,  the  Senate  shonld  wonnd  tbe  feelings 
of  any  friend  to  bis  oonntry  t 

The  truth  of  the  fact  is  as  dear  as  that  the  aim 
now  shines;  tbe  sentiment  is  unexceptionable ; 
he,  therefore,  reoonmtended  to  bis  friencl  the 
mover,  not  to  insist  npon  striking  ont  merely, 
bnt  that  be  should  vary  the  moUon,  and  propose 
«  snbstitnte. 

To  bring  the  mind  to  the  point  with  precision, 
it  was  necessary  to  attend  to  the  wording  of  the 
olanse.  Ue  read  it.  As  to  the  ^gnifioaUoo  of 
that  part  which  relatee  to  oor  foreign  concerns, 
be  did  not  consider  it  as  hy^thetical,  bnt  a 
positive  declaration  of  a  conviction  thai  their 
ntualion  is  aatisfaotory,  and  on  that  ground  he 
wished  to  meet  the  qnestion. 

The  clause  otyected  to  eipreases  an  e^Mcta- 
tion  th&t  tbe  oanaes  of  erternal  disagreement 
which  have  unhappily  existed,  will  be  peaceably 
done  away.  He  said  he  bad  that  expectBition : 
many  have  it  not.  Those  who  have  it  not  will 
negatiTe  the  clanae ;  those  who  have  it  will  vote 
in  ita  favor;  the  result  will  be  tbe  sense  of  a 
m^ority;  the  Senate  could  not  be  expected, 
more  than  on  other  occasions,  to  be  unanimous ; 
if  the  declarations  contained  in  those  clauses  are 
supported^  they  will  be  oon^dered  as  the  senae 
of  the  majority  of  the  Senate;  others  may  dis- 
sent; but  beoanae  uoimimit;  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, it  waa  no  reason  why  the  ro^ority  abculd 
give  a  virtual  negative  to  the  declaration  which 
thej  conceived  founded  on  truth. 

Mr.  Taziwkll  aaid,  tbe  discussion  bad  token 
a  turn  diSbrent  from  th:it  which  he  expected 
when  be  beard  the  motion.  He  nndersLiMid  the 
motion  at  (he  time  it  was  modf^  and  etill  so  un- 
doTStood  it,  oa  not  intending  to  question  the 


of  any  thing  whkh  was  mmtaiiied  ■ 
iiDBur'a  commonicatiM)  to  both  Boan 
of  CongresB.  Bnt  from  what  hsd  beeaaaid.  (by 
Ifr.  Read,  of  South  CaroUnaO  that  pwt  of  the 
answer  to  the  FBrnnBrr's  commiiBMxtioo  whid 
had  given  rise  to  the  motion,  was  intended  ta 
have  a  further  operation  than  he  originafiy  be- 
lieved. Ue  aaked  what  had  given  riae  to  tba 
practice  of  retumiog  an  answer  o€  an;  kind  to 
the  Pbesseht's  communication  to  Oongress  m 
the  form  of  an  Addnnt  There  was  nothiiK 
be  aaid,  in  the  ocoutitntion,  ot  in  anj  of  ^ 
fondamental  ralsH  of  tbe  Federal  Govenimeai, 
which  required  that  cerem<xky  from  eltkr 
branch  of  the  Oongress.  The  prnctioe  was  bot 
an  imitation  of  the  oeremoniea  naed  upon  Bki 
oocadons  in  other  countriea,  and  was  neitbs 
required  by  the  constitution,  nw  anihoriied  I? 
tbe  principles  npon  which  onr  Govemcocut  wm 
erected.  But  having  obtained,  he  did  not  ib- 
tend  now  to  disturb  it.  To  allow  tbe  ntmort 
latitude  to  the  principle  which  had  begottn  the 
practice,  it  could  only  tolerate  the  oeroatoaj  m 
a  compliment  to  the  Chief  Ma^trate.  It  ooald 
not  be  permitted  to  arrest  all  ofnnitHis  prenoa 
to  regular  disouaaons,  nor  to  operate  as  a 
means  of  pledging  roembera  to  tbe  pnrsnit  of  a 
particular  course,  which  Bubeequeot  and  mota 
full  inquiries  might  abow  to  fa«  extremely  im- 
proper. Every  answer,  therefive,  to  the  Pai- 
siDBhT'a  communication  ought  to  be  drawn  ia 
terms  extremely  general,  neither  seducing  the 
Pbisidkht  into  a  belief  that  this  House  wodU 
pursne  a  general  recommendation  into  pmnU 
not  at  first  contemplated  by  them,  nor  pled^ 
themselves  to  the  world  that  that  state  of  thu^ 
was  just,  which  time  had  not  permitted  them 
thoroughly  to  examine.  The  dauses  now  nndor 
consideration  had,  at  least  in  one  iiyitanc^y  de- 
viated from  this  pruunple.  They  deolare  to  the 
world,  "  That  the  interesting  prospect  ot  car 
afiiure  with  r^ard  to  the  foreign  powen,  be- 
tween whom  and  the  United  States  contro- 
verties  have  subsisted,  is  not  more  satisfactory 
than  the  review  of  our  internal  sitoation."  Ibe 
commnnicatjons  from  the  pKBatmsr  have  net 
nttered  bo  bold  a  sentiment,  nor  is  there  aay 
thing  in  those  communications  that  justifies  the 
assertion  of  this  fact.  Placing  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  out  of  the  qneetion,  whi<di  seems 
to  have  been  tbe  uppermost  condderatiim  whw 
this  sentence  was  penned,  the  seiznre  of  our  pro- 
vision vesseb  mnce  the  signature  of  that  treo^, 
and  the  unwarrantable  imprisonment  of  oor 
seamen,  are  acts  which  cloud  onr  proraMrityand 
happiness.  Tlie  minds  of  the  Ainenoans  motf 
be  brought  to  consider  theae  things  as  triviaiiu- 
cidents  in  onr  political  afiUrs,  t«tbre  die  sen- 
tence under  consideration  can  be  approved. 
He  said  be  mnst,  therefore,  vote  for  the  motiao 
to  strike  ont  the  two  clauses  of  tho  answer,  in 
order  that  some  more  fit  expresBiona  might  iW 
be  introduced  to  sncoeed  them.  He  hoped  the 
answer  might  be  conched  in  terms  Jnst  and  Ae- 
lioate  towards  tho  FsBaaaur,  without  wound- 
ing the  feelings  of  any  Senator;  and  he  believed 
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tioth  might  bo  done  witlioiit  an;  difficult?,  aSbac 
the  two  cliKMM  w«ce  ezpnngod. 
After  MMue  ftirtbw  obeerratioiu  from  Means. 


eeiTe  th«  terms  of  onr  peace  with  Great  Briton 
oocudotant  with  tbe  d^ni^  and  honor  of  the 
United  Stato,  tite  qnestioa  was  put,  and  derid- 
ed tat  striitiiig  oot^-ayea  8,  noM  11. 

On  a  fbrther  attempt  to  amend  one  of  the 
elanMB  some  conTeraanon  took  place  more  re- 
markable for  ingennHj  than  intereatinK  for  ao- 
lidit]^,  bdna  oh^;  a  debate  nptn  words.  The 
Benate  divided  on  it^T  to  16. 

On  the  qoeHtaoD,  of  agreeing  to  the  Addreas, 
U  wa*  c«iTied--14  to  8,  as  follows : 

Tku.— Me«n.  Bingfaim,  Cabot,  Ellnmdi,  Porter, 
FMuq^rajsen,  KIi^  Latimer,  liveimore,  ManhaU, 
f^ine,  Read,  Rou,  Strcmg,  and  TnimbBlI. 

Nin. — Uenn.  Bloodwortb,  Brawn,  Butler,  Lu^ 
don,  Hartin,  Uaaon,  Robinsan,  aad  TuntelL 

Ordaradf  That  the  otnnmittee  who  prepared 
^  Addreee  wait  on  tbe  PnBsmnr  of  — 
rae,  nod  dedre  him  i 

..'hat  time  and  place.. 

oonTenient  for  him  that  it  utonld  be  presented. 
Mr.  KiMQ  reported,  from  the  committee,  that 
thej  had  waited  on  the  Pbesidebt  ov  thx 
TlHrnn  Statbb,  and  that  he  would  reoeive  tbe 
Address  of  the  Senate  to-morrow  at  IS  o'clock. 
Wherenpon,  rcaoived,  that  the  Senate  will,  to- 
morrow at  13  o'olof^,  trait  on  the  PxEamiirT 
or  TBI  UarrxD  StAna  acoordinglj, 

Satcbiut,  Deoember  12. 

Agreeably  to  the  reaolntion  of  jreaterday,  the 
SanMe  waited  onthe  Pbssidkbt  oftee  UnrXD 
SvAits,  and  tbe  Viob  PBEsmavr,  In  their  name, 
presented  the  Address  then  sgreed  to. 

To  which  the  Pbisidkmt  or  tbb  UtnTiD 
SiATiawas  pleased  to  make  the  following  replj : 

GsmxaEt:  Widi  real  pleamre  I  reoeirs  joor 
AUim,  tecognidi^  the  pro^wrani  otoatioD  of  our 
piUic  a&iia,  and  glrtng  aHanneei  of  Tonr  ouefal 
Mtintl<iii  to  the  olfjeota  dcmandiiig  Legtdatlve  eofkd- 
dantion ;  tuA  that,  with  a  tn*  ihI  Ibr  the  pnUio 
wlfkn^  fOB  will  chaeriollr  co-vpunta  in  oreij  maa- 
nm  which  ahall  i^poar  to  jon  bait  oatonlalad  to  pm- 
nots  th*  Mme. 

Bnt  I  derive  pacnllaT  latiafiKtiaa  from  Jtna  oonc 
Knee  with  me  in  the  exprMnou  of  gratitoda  to 
B^^GIod,  wbicharanewof  the  aiuptcloiu  dicnnt- 
■iXMe*  that  diitiDgaiih  onr  happj  ooantiy  han  ex- 
clM ;  txA  I  tnut  tbe  rineerit^  t£  onr  a^novled^ 
BnttiwiDlMeTiiieedbrBniiioiiofeSlnta  toestabUdi . 
and  tnwiiu  iti  poace,  ftaad(Hii,  and  prtMpeiity. 
a.  WASHINaTON. 
The  Senate  retomed  to  their  own  Chamber, 
-  ■'idB0OQafl«ra^oamed. 

HoNDXT,  December  14. 
lOBHRrTHKBTOao,  ftwn  New  Jersej,  attended. 

TnsanaT,  Deoember  IS. 
■i*"OK  Bimi,  ftwm  New  York,  and  Johh  Vi- 
■uo,  from  Delaware,  toTerall;  attended. 


WKDinsD^T,  Deoember  16. 


i^mar,  Deoember  18. 
Okobox  Waltoh,  appointed  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  bj  the  Eiecntive  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  place  of  Jameb  Jioseos,  refilgiied. 
prodnoed  his  credentials,  and,  the  oath  required 
bj  law  being  administered,  be  took  his  seat  in 
the  Senate. 

HoKDAT,  J^annary  4. 
The  following  Ueeaage  was  reo^ved  from  the 
Pbisisent  of  TBI  Unttbd  Btatib,  br  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge,  his  Secretarj.  Cwtun  Bedam,  of  the 
first  Snb-l^on,  beanng  the  oolora  mentioned 
'~  the  Meeaage ; 


French  Bepnblio,  isodrod  CO  the  32d  of  the  lart  mi 
coveted  an  Addiess,  dated  the  31rt  of  October,  lT94i 
from  tbe  Cotnmitte*  irf  Pnblio  S^figtj  to  the  Bapnaeot- 
alivw  of  tbe  United  Statu  In  CragreM ;  and  abo  in~ 

eted  bj  the 
to  the  United  Statet  the  Colors  of  F 


framed  me  dial  he  wa*  initnicted  bj  the  Cemmittae 


I  therefbra  propowd  to  receive  (bem  laat  Friday,  the 
Snt  daj  of  the  new  Tear,  a  day  aS  general  joy  and 
congr^alatlon.  On  that  day  the  MloiMer  of  the 
Fittiafa  Repablie  delinnd  the  Colon  with  an  Ad- 
dieaa,  to  wUch  I  retained  an  answer.  By  tlie  latter, 
tha  Senata  will  ne  that  I  hare  infbnned  the  Hinlrter 
that  the  Colon  will  be  depodted  with  tbe  arddvea 
irf  dM  United  States  But  it  uemed  to  me  pn^ier 
praTiou^  to  axbibit  to  the  two  Hoiuei  of  Coiuma 
these  eTidenoea  cf  tbe  oontinaed  tHendabip  <a  tha 
French  Repablio,  together  with  the  aeolimenta  ez- 
M«8  i  by  ma  on  the  ooeaaion  in  behalf  rf  the  United 
Statei.    Ther  ate  herewith  oommnnlcated. 

a.  WASHINGTOK 
UxnBD  9taTB^  JaiucBy  4,  1766. 

The  Message  and  Mpers  were  read;  aflerwhioh 
the  colon  were  withdrawn,  and  the  Measago 
and  papers  ordwed  to  lie  for  oocdderation. 

TnxsDa,T,  JaunarT'  S. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taxxwell,  se- 
conded by  Hr.  Luronoir,  that  it  be — 

"Saolvtd  if  Of  Stmut  of  Uu  ETnAei  OWn  w  O*- 
grtm  amrnilltd.  That  the  Preddent  be  informed  tin 
Senate  hara  received,  with  the  pnreat  pleasoie,  the 
evidanoei  at  the  caQtinaed  friendship  of  tbe  Preooh 
Repnblte,  nUch  aooompantcd  bii  Heaaaga  <^faat<r- 
day. 

"Hut he  be  raqooled  l« aMnra  that magnanimcoa 
natioo,  thrcoali  ne  mott  enan,  diat  me  Senata 
uiit*  with  hW  in  all  Um  fedii^  ezpraued  to  the 
ICnirtar  of  Franoe,  on  the  praH&talton  of  the  Cohm 
of  hii  nation,  and  davontly  with  diat  thia  (ymbol  of 
the  trtmwjAj  and  enfranchiaament  of  that  gnat 
neoitle.  i^ven  aa  a  pledge  of  failhfiil  fnendaUp.  and 
jnong  the  evidencea  and  memorial!  of  the 
and  mdapendeooe  of  the  United  States  maj 
centribntelo  cheriiii  and  perpetnata  the  nncere  aSM- 
tion  by  which  tha  two  Bapoblioa  are  ao  hapgOj  muted.* 


AvedoD 


BVUB.] 

Mr.  £u«woms  moTad  that  thwe  molntioiu 
ihoold  lie  on  the  table  stitil  to-morrow,  that 
inemberg  Bfaoold  hare  an  opportQiiit;  of  penu- 
Ing  attentivelr  the  papen  aoDompanTUig  th« 
MeMage  of  th«  Pbxbidint. 

Ur.  Brruu  Mud,  that  he  ahonld  yerj  reloo- 
tanUf,  in  general  coses,  oppose  a  motion  of  the 
kind  now  madej  bat  on  the  present  oocosion, 
he  oonld  not  give  it  his  assent.  If  the  reeolu- 
tioni  were  intricate,  or   by  the  qnestion    the 

£dgment  of  the  Benate  oonld  be  committed, 
I  should  Moord  in  the  wish  eipreased  bj  the 
merer ;  bnt,  as  the  resolntionB  go  merelj  to  an 
eiprea^n  of  the  Bentimenta  of  the  Uonae  re- 
specting the  French  Bepnblio,  their  feelings  and 
jadgment  mnat  be  as  ripe  fbr  snch  expreaaioD 
now  as  tbe7  can  be  at  anj  ftitnre  penod.  It 
was  not  like  a  law  that  woa  to  affect  the  Senate 
hereaft«r ;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  inter- 
nal sitoation  of  the  ooontr?  or  monitupal  nqn- 
lations ;  bot  they  onlj  went  to  expreca  s  epn- 
pathetio  feeling  for  the  French  Kepnblio,  and 
a  wish  to  see  them  eqjo;  even  happiness  nn- 
der  the  £>nn  of  go*emmeiit  they  have  lately 
chosen. 

This  caimot  commit  the  Senate,  he  oonoeiTed. 
If  the  motion  for  poetponement  prevailed,  it 
might  convey  a  dietrost  of  the  sense  of  the  Ben- 
ate  respectJiiK  that  Repoblio.  Be  ftlt  a  lively 
sense  towards  that  natitm  on  aooomit  of  the 
glorions  cause  in  which  they  had  embarked; 
of  thrir  gallantry  and  s^drit  in  their  ardnooa 
stroKle  to  place  men  npon  a  footing  they  were 
entitted  to,  raldng  them  from  a  8tat«  of  the  most 
abject  and  debaaing  slavery. 

He  declared  himself  alwaya  ready  to  express 
hb  feelings  on  the  magnanimity  of  snch  a  peo- 
ple. If  other  members  of  the  Senate  possessed 
not  those  feelings,  they  oonld  now  give  the  re- 
Bolntions  their  negative.  He  did  not  wish  for  a 
postponement,  as  it  might  be  viewed  as  in  a 
manner  alighting  the  Eepnblio. 

Ur.  EuswoBTH  believed  there  waa  no  real 
dlfibrence  of  opinion  on  the  mbjecL  All  felt  an 
ardent  friendship  fbr  the  Frenoh ;  bnt  one  mode 
of  expressing  it  might  be  more  proper  than 
another.  Beeidw,  it  misht  be  a  doubt  whether 
an  «xpreari(m  of  the  feSinga  of  the  Senate  on 
thb  oooaBi<ai  was  neoeasai?— the  Bein^aenta- 
tivea  had  already  spoken.  He  waa  not,  aa  U»e 
member  who  qioke  before  him,  ready  on  all  oo- 
eaaions  to  express  his  sentiments ;  bnt  only  on 
fit  occasions,  and  then  be  wished  to  do  it  in  the 
moat  proper  manner.  The  operations  of  his 
mind,  ha  confessed,  were  slow.  He  wished 
more  time  for  the  pemsal  of  the  doonmenis 
laid  before  the  Senate  by  the  PBmDSHT. 

Mr.  LiTESMOBB  waa  uao  in  fitror  of  poe^ione- 
ment. 

Ur.  LuioDoiT  observed,  that  rinoe  members 
did  so  earnestly  require  time,  he  should  not 
urge  an  immediate  decision ;  he  ahoold  no 
longer  object  to  a  postponement  till  to-morrow. 
He  was  happy  to  hear  gentlemen  say  there  was 
no  difference  of  sentiment  npon  tJie  present  oc- 
oasion;  he  hoped  that,  npon  enlgects  relative 
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to  France,  this  might  always  be  tlie  ease,  wi 
that  the  Senate  would  iMt  ooafine  itidf  to 
empty  probaalona  ot  attadunen^  bnt  weald 
evinoe  it  by  anbatanHtl  deada. 

Mr.  Tazswxll  did  not  wish  to  jm^ob  the  tas- 
neas  to  an  immediate  deoisian,  Hnoe  roembcn  d»- 
sired  time.  He  oonfesed  he  did  not  oipecl  a 
motion  for  a  postpononent  woold  be  m^  ■ 
the  resolationB  he  c^red  ctHituned  nott^ 
more  than  the  PscaiDBirr  had  ex|H«eBed  on  tkt 
ooaad<»L  Howera',  if  it  waa  wiabed  tfaM  the 
B«iate  dionld  express  tbelr  aeotimeDta  in  riS 
stronger  langnage  than  the  PaxanxDrr,  beAo^ 
not  olfjeot. 

The  (^pontion  to  the  motioD  Ibr  poatpose- 
ta&it  being  withdrawn,  it  vras  agreed  to^ 

"WissODXT,  Janoary  6. 

The  Benate  lesomed  the  ooanderatMm  of  6m 
motion  made  yesterday  on  the  ICeseage  at  die 
Fbwdiiit  ov  thi  UirrnD  Btateb,  of  the  4i1l 
instant,  and  the  jn^aentatitai  of  the  Omg  tt  As 
Frenoh  Repnblio ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cabot,  aeeonded  fay  Xr. 
EujnroaxB,  to  ezpnnge  these  words  frcan  As 
seocmd  paragraph  of  the  motion  :  "  titat  he  be 
raqoested  to  tflsnre  that  nugnanimoos  natiosi, 
tJirongfa  the  prtqwr  organ  " — 

Ifr,  SnoNs  waainftvorof  Btrikii^oiit.  He 
observed  that  the  commonioatiwt  nude  to  the 
Senate  t^  the  Pbkdiht  oonaated  of  two  ^»- 
tinot  partf^  tlie  ixOtx  tnau  tha  Franoli  Oa»- 


abont  the  flag ;  H  was  written  in  Oct«bw,  "H, 
and  there  was  probaUy  then  no  ide*  of  aandiBg 
one.  The  letter  and  the  flaff  only  hai^»«ted  to 
be  delivered  at  the  same  tune ;  there  was  bo 
otlier  oonneotion  between  them.  The  letter,  be 
said,  waa  in  anawer  to  one  frran  Oob  ooantry, 
and  was  meant  to  idoee  a  compUmoatuy  cotrts 
pondenoe.  It  reqnir«d  no  answer ;  it  woald 
pnttle  any  one  to  make  an  answer  to  it  At 
attempt  was  made  by  the  resolution  offlared, 
which  proved  it  impoaeibte  to  answer  it  The 
resolntaon  forsook  the  oontenta  of  the  letter, 
which,  he  i-meated,  doeed  the  comepottime. 
The  United  Btates-had  preaented  to  the  Nalioul 
OonvenUon  onr  flag;  or  rather  oar  TiTnjrtiT 
(and  he  was  unwilling  to  qn«el]<»i  the  propriety 
of  his  so  doing)  presented  it  oa  behalf  ol  thfa 
Govemment;  a  Frenoh  flag  was  a«at  in  retms; 
then  the  propriety  c£  an  answer  on  Otis  grouid 
became  the  B<de  oueation.  This  flag  bad  faaaD 
deliverel  to  iJie  PaBsiDmrr,  who  made  anao- 
swer  on  the  presentation  of  it — a  eranj^ete  ud 
perfect  answer.  He  oommnnicatad  his  answer 
to  the  SenateL  Then  was  it  proper,  ha  a^d, 
that  the  ^Executive  should  be  reqoeeted  to  make 
a  seoond  answer,  and  nearly  in  the  aame  wwda  I 
Hie  TBManasn,  ia  his  answer,  expntAj  s«j^ 
that  he  roeaks  not  onlv  his  own  sentimonta,  Int 
tlioee  of  the  ddiene  at  large,  indnding^  no  doabt, 
the  Senate,  In  this  utnMion  of  the  transactioa 
nothing  can  be  prcqwr  to  be  done  by  the  fltnatn 
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but  to  expren  their  o^nion  itf  the  propriety  of 
hia  answer ;  uid  thb  wonldbe  aooomimshed  by 
ftdoptang  the  labatBiioe  of  die  reeolation,  after 
striking  oQt  the  wordi  propoMd. 

There  eaold  be  (he  otaiaiDded  by  obBeiring) 
no  difference  of  feelW  in  the  Senate  on  the 
ooeoiion.  The  only  diflerenee  was  in  the  mode 
of  exprMaing  it,  and  be  inclined,  for  the  rewoos 
giren,  to  that  which  waa  the  ol^eot  of  the  mo- 
tion for  striking  ont. 

Mr.  EixawoKTB  waa  also  of  opinion  that  the 
snbjeet  divided  itadf  Into  two  distinot  parts. 
The  first  oltfeot  was  an  expression  of  the  plea- 
sue  of  the  Benate  at  this  new  eTldenoe  <rfthe 
frieodahip  of  France,  and  Joining  with  thePsx- 
■mtBT  in  all  the  fedings  lie  had  ezpreesed  on 
theoocarioa  Thiswoiddbeefibctaallydoaeby 
entering  on  the  Jonmak  the  r«eolntion  aa  pro- 
posed 'to  be  amended.  The  Phssiokbt  reoeiveit 
the  flag  and  answered,  then  oomnmnioated  the 
transaction  to  the  Senate. 

It  ^tpeared,  br  the  pi^en  commnnioated,  he 
eontended,  that  there  was  no  oonneotioo  betwem 
the  letter  of  the  Oommltteeof  PuUio  Safet;  and 
the  flag.  He  would  not  say  that  both  were  not 
VBiy  important  nanaactdnu,  hat  they  were  dls- 
eonneeted.  The  letter  was  written  mQoh  snte- 
eedent  to  the  sending  of  the  flag— it  was  written 
in  '94,  and  was  intended  to  close  a  oorreapond- 
etiee.  The  oorreBpcndeooe  began  b^'an  aitdress 
ftom  the  Oonvention,  while  Bobei^ene  waa  an 
active  member  of  it.    This  addresa  was  to  Oon- 

C:  the  PusiDDrT  transnitted  it  to  each 
e,  and  they  sent  it  back  to  the  EiecntiTa^  re- 
■niestinghe  wdnldanswetlt,  withezpreesioiisof 
nte  M^dly  diqmsilJMis  of  the  Cnitea  Btstea  to- 
wtrda  Frauoe.  The  re«^Hooa  of  the  Eonats 
and  the  latter  of  the  ExeootiTe  were  transmitted 
tlirongfa  Ht.  UonroCb  The  letter  now  in  the 
^ew  of  the  Senate  is  an  answco-  to  that,  and 
doses  the  oomidimentary  oorraspondenoe,  if  it 
ever  oan  oloae.  Froraiety  dia  not  require 
another  word  from  the  Senate;  indeed,  de- 
eeocy  did  not  adnut  it,  fbr  it  oonld  not  be  ooB' 
tended  Uiat  Uie  OMTeqmndenoe  ahonld  be  kept 
apod  ii^bUlvm. 

As  to  the  flag,  how  oan  it  raqoire  an  answer 
from  the  Senate  t  h  wasnotpreeentedtothem 
if  the  French  Uinister,  bnt  to  the  PnetDBfr, 
who  had  answered,  not  only  for  himself;  bnt  fbr 
the  ritizeos  of  the  United  States ;  and  he  im- 
agined it  woifld  not  be  contended  that  the  mem* 
Mn  of  the  Senate  wwe  not  dtizens. 

It  is  not  adTaooed,  he  said,  that  the  Pnw- 
mr  ^  not  express  the  nntimenta  of  (he  Sen- 
ate in  the  answer  to  the  IDnister ;  <m  the  oon- 
Inry,  his  words  are  bonowed  in  this  rescdnHon. 
Bot  it  ia  wished  he  dundd  answer  again  in  the 
•une  strain,  and  this  was,  tn  his  tqiiidon,  Bother 
••eeessary  nor  even  proper. 

Mr.  EuAwoKTB  next  combated  the  resolntion 
at  originally  offered  as  nncoDstitntdonal.  Noth- 
)>&  he  contended,  conld  be  found  in  the  oonsti- 
tetioQ  to  aathoriie  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
^*tve  to  keep  np  any  kind  of  oorreapondenoe 
vith  a  foreign  nation.    To  Congress  were  givcm 
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the  powers  of  legiilstion  and  the  right  of  de- 
claring war.  If  aathority  beyond  t£u  is  m- 
snmed,  however  trifling  the  encroachment  at 
flret,  where  will  it  stop  t  It  might  be  said,  that 
this  was  a  m«a  matter  of  ceremony  and  form, 
and,  ther^bre,  ooold  do  no  harm.  A  corree- 
pondenoe  with  foreign  nations  was  a  basiness  of 
oifflcnlty  and  delicacy— the  peace  and  tranqnil- 
llty  of  a  oonntry  may  hinge  on  it  Shall  the 
Senate,  because  they  may  think  It  in  one  case 
trifling,  or  concave  the  power  onght  to  be 
placed  in  them,  aseame  itt  If  it  was  not  spe- 
oially  delegated  by  the  constitntion,  the  Senate 
might,  perhaps,  hot  it  is  podtively  placed  in  the 
faandaoTtheEieoDtive.  The  people  who  sent 
ns  here,  (st^d  Mr.  £.)  placed  their  confidence  in 
the  PusincirT  in  matters  of  this  natnre,  and  it 
doM  not  belong  to  the  Senate  to  assnme  it 

So  forcibly,  he  said,  were  both  Hooaes  im- 
pressed with  the  impropriety  of  the  Le^alatnie 
corresponding  with  any  forngn  power,  that, 
when  it  was  annonnoed  to  Uiem  that  the  nnfor- 
tnnate  Lonis  XVI.  bad  accepted  the  oonstitn- 
ttoo  of  '69,  the  c<»nmnidc«lion  was  sent  back  to 
the  Patsmmn^  wiHi  a  reqneet  that  he  would 
answer  it  on  thdr  behalf,  with  oongratulationa 
and  best  wishes. 

Bnt  even  this,  he  conridered,  they  had  not 
strictly  a  right  to  do.  It  was  only  saviog  appear- 
anoes.  Neither  branch  had  a  right  to  dictate 
to  the  PsisiDiitT  what  be  slionld  answer.  The 
oonsUtntion  left  the  whole  bn^ees  in  his  breast 
It  waa  wrong  to  place  him  in  the  dilemma  of 
disobliging  the  Legialatare  or  sacrificing  his  own 
Secretion.  Bnt  if  snch  practioes  had  ioadvert- 
ently  been  followed,  it  was  foil  time  to  seoede 
from  them. 

He  reoapitolated,  in  a  fow  words,  and  oon* 
eluded,  by  observing,  that  should  die  motion 
for  striking  ont  prevail,  members  would  still  be 
in  order  to  amend  the  resolution,  if  tbtj  chose, 
by  adding  to  the  warmth  of  expression  it  alreodj 

intdned. 

Mr,  BoTLKB  oonridered  the  sitnaUon  into 
which  the  member  np  twfore  him  seemed  de- 
droua  that  the  Senate  ahonld  be  placed,  aa 
highly  degrading;  they  were  to  be  deprived  of 
the  n^t  of  expreedng  their  own  sentiments, 
they  were  to  have  no  vmoe,  no  will,  no  oi^niou 
of  thdr  own,  bnt  snch  as  it  would  pleue  the 
Executive  to  express  for  titem. 

The  only  fwiit  he  found  in  the  remlve  waa, 
that  it  waa  not  foil  and  expreesive  «ioudi.  He 
observed,  that  it  q>peared  the  studied  dedre  of 
one  part  of  the  House  to  out  off  all  coninnmio»> 
cation  between  the  people  of  the  United  Statea 
and  the  people  of  the  French  Kepoblia  Their 
representatives  are  now  told,  that  they  can  have 
no  will,  no  voice,  bnt  through  the  Kieontive. 
Tlidr  eonstitaents  never  intended  that  they 
should  be  placed  in  this  ridicolooa  point  of  view, 
and  he  declared  he  never  could  nt  under  it  si- 

Ee  tamed  to  the  Joumals  of  the  Senate  to 
show  that  in  the  prooee^ngs  in  the  case  ot  the 
answer  to  the  oommonieatlan  from  Bobesplena 
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•nd  othere,  there  was  ft  ooiuidanble  diridon 
in  the  Senate,  uid  the  mode  adopted  wu  hj  a 
mqjoritj  only ;  bat  did  not  me«t  the  aenaa  of 
the  Senate  very  generallj. 

Upon  the  praaentatlon  of  the  flag  to  the 
Fkuident,  the  Hlnuter  partioalarlf  obeerret, 
tbftt  it  i*  for  the  pet^le  of  the  UniCed  Statea. 
The  FuaiDBirT  in  bii  anaww,  apeaks  of  himself 
and  hia  own  feelings.  He  read  part  of  hi* 
Muwer — "  Bom  in  a  land  of  libertj,"  dto.  He 
doee  intimate,  he  obaervod,  in  a  onnory  manner, 
that  he  trasta  he  speaks  the  sentlmeiits  of  his 
fellow-dtiiens :  bat  does  not  attonpt  to  make 
any  profleadons  of  either  branch  of  the  Legis- 
latnre,  thinkiw,  do  doobt,  that  when  the  snb- 
tect  oame  b^ire  them,  the?  would  speak  for 
themselvee. 

Sappoea,  he  asked,  that  the  ezprearion  of 
flienoshlp  contained  in  the  PuaiDEnr's  Address 
OD  the  ooosMMi,  fell  short  of  the  feelings  of  the 
Senate,  would  they,  he  asked,  adopt  the  ex|ma> 
rioDs  for  their  ownt  For  Us  own  part,  he  de- 
clared, he  could  not  leave  it  to  others  to  qwak 
his  sentiments,  bat  ohoee  to  reserve  that  right 
to  himself.  Even  if  no  aomrauntcBtion  had 
been  received  from  the  Treuoh  Republic  no 
token  of  attachment,  the  present  period  in 
their  af^rs,  the  establishment  uf  a  new  govern- 
ment, would  warrant  an  address  of  ooDgratnla- 
tion.  There  oould  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  on- 
less  there  were  oljecljons  to  drawing  nigger  to 
the  Bepablio.  Beaidea,  the  address  <tf  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safbty  was  certainly  intended  fbr  the 
Legislature,  being  directed  to  the  Bepreaenta- 
tives,  anlesB  it  ooold  be  denied  that  the  Senate 
were  Repreamtativea  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  oonstitotion,  he 
contended,  that  omild  prevent  the  Le^slatore 
from  eipreeaing  their  aentimenta :  it  was  ikot  sn 
Sieoative  sot,  bat  a  mere  oomplimentsir  an- 
swer to  a  oomplimentary  prcawtaliDn.  If  this 
right  was  denied  them,  wnerewonld  the  prin- 
ciple atopf  The  Senate  might  be  made  in  time 
mere  aatomata.  It  was  as  proper,  be  oontend- 
ftd,  for  the  Senate  to  exprea  an  opinion  on  the 
oooasioa  as  for  the  PEUiDUrt  or  the  Honse  of 
BeHesentativee. 

He  oondoded  by  observing,  that  the  resoln- 
tloii  as  (^^red,  said  as  little  as  oonld  be  said  on 
the  ooosson,  and  he  never  oonld  oonsent  to  the 
sbriUiig  out,  which  woald  oaose  it  to  be  entered 
CMily  on  the  joomal,  and  would  be  an  indirect 
slight  of  the  nench  Eepablio,  as  the  sentiments  of 
t^e  Senate  would  not  be  commnnicated  to  them. 

Hr.TAsiwELL  was  happy  tofindnodifference 
in  the  Senate  as  to  the  sabetsnoe  of  the  resolu- 
tion. As  the  form,  however,  bad  been  made 
matter  of  debate,  some  importsnoe  bad  been 
given  to  it  which  its  iatrinsio  conseqaence  per- 
nio did  not  deserve,  and  it  become  the  Senate 
to  weigh  well  their  dedfflon.  It  certainly,  he 
Bud,  ootild  not  be  nnknown  to  the  Senate,  that 
im&vorable  impressions  have  travelled  abroad 
reqiec^ng  their  feelings  and  sentiments  towards 
t^  French,  and  be  suggested  to  thar  considerap 
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tion  whaflier  if  Ibe  prsesnt  motfam  ftr  stzOoag 
out  prev^led,  even  in  the  &oe  of  tbdr  own 
precedent^  it  wonld  sot  givs  eonnteawaee  ts 
theannniae.  OitalbnBerooc*dMi,b«8tated,a 
iiiiiiiiimniiialiiiii  was  iiisil*  (ii  Hiw  rifinilw  rTiii«i|li 
the  FRM^nr,  infonniiig  that  tlte  King  tt 
Fraoee  had  accepted  the  Orows  nader  tbs 
MHMtltntlon  of  1789.  The  Senate  wrae  not  ma- 
tent  on  that  oocadon  with  barelj  iq^imvhK 
what  the  PRKSiDurr  had  doney  bnt  roqneetsd 
the  PsisiDKirT  to  say  in  tb^  bduklf^  that  th^ 
were  happy  at  the  event,  and  to  aaonra  dte  kiag 
of  their  good  wiU  for  the  proqi«rit7'  of  the 
French  nation  and  his  own.  Wlut  dHRjeaw, 
lie  asked,  was  thwe  on  tiut  oecaaloa  and  da 
pfcaeot,  whan  the  EV«idi  jtwt  kdnpted  and  or- 
ganiied  a  new  gorenmMDtl  mil  it  not  be ssd, 
he  asked,  that  the  robes  i^  n^alty  luva  dianns 
with  the  Senate,  whldi  the  homUe  bahiUmenta 
of  Demoontoy  do  not  possess  In  their  cnres,  if 
on  the  present  oecssion  they  dtotild  deviate 
fhim  a  precedent  established  befi^e  rayafty  wai 
abolished  t  This  would  be  naturally  impBed, 
and  the  Senate,  he  comselved,  abonld  aroid  As 
impotatlon.  There  was  no  neceasity  pleaded  in 
&vor  of  striking  oat ;  if  the  tnoticm  was  not  ia- 
sisted  on,  it  wirald  remove  impreenons  whid  it 
was  naeftil  shanld  be  removed,  and  whidi  he 
trusted  would  be  removed. 
He  dwelt  on  the  Improprie^  of  the  niinatn'i 


r^eoting  a  form  of  proceeding  ii 

not  (Hilv  aaDotioned  by  thdr  ' — 

by  uiepractioe  of  both  die 


own  preeedent. 


Senate  Why,  e(f>eoialtr,  he  asked,  ehovld  they 
give  rise  to  invidicns  oMnparisMia  between 
themselves  and  the  other  branobT  He  hc^ed 
the  motion  for  striking  ont  would  not  pr»T^ 
Ur.  EiuwoBiH  oonceived  there  existed  a  ma- 
terial diffa«noe  between  the  present  case  and 
that  cited  by  the  member  last  np.  The  oom- 
mnnlcation  was  then  to  Congress,  now  to  the 
PusiDKirr,  who  had  only  given  an  aocoont  of 
the  transaction  to  the  Senate.    He  added,  bow- 


never  thoo^t  oonld  be  r 
event  it  proved  so ;  fbr  before  the  sentimenla 
of  the  Senate  oonM  cross  the  Atlantic,  the  un- 
fortonate  kin^  and  oonstitotion  were  both  over- 
thrown. Thi^  he  aigued,  edtould  make  tbe 
Senate  wary  in  their  proceedings  in  analogoag 
cases.  Upon  the  communication  bwa  rSms- 
pierre,  Barrere,  and  others,  tbe  Senate  were 
more  cautiotu,  they  said  nothing  aboat  the  eon- 
etitutioii,  bat  only  requested  the  Frbidkit  to 
express  in  their  behalf  the  aentimenti  of  friotd- 
ship,  Ac,  which  the  Senate  entertained  lot 
France,  The  Senate  gave  the  Prbidkst  a 
short  text  on  that  oocasion ;  and  be  wrote  sc- 
cordine  to  bis  own  discretion,  and  pertiaps  ex- 
presAea  more  than  the  Senate  irauld  hare  s^ 
If  a  short  text  was  given,  this  ol|)ectu»  oe- 
cnrred;  if  the  Senate  amplified,  then  they  die- 
tatad  improperly  to  the  FusiDnnr  what  he 
should  writo. 
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.pon  B  very  alight  view  indeod  of  the  papers 
ouunimie^ed.  Indeed,  it  wonld  appear  upon 
be  face  of  it,  that  it  waa  penned  befbre  the 
•pen  were  read.  Tbia  was,  in  hia  opinion,  no 
sample  for  imitation;  the  Senate  oQ^t  to 
iToceed  with  their  usnal  deliberation. 
>  It  had  been  said  that  doubts  had  gone  abroad, 
rhether  the  Senate  were  friendly  to  Fraooe. 
lioee  donbts  had  been  raised  by  writera  among 
1^  the  aame  who  also  endeBTor  to  convince  the 
Linericaos  that  the  friendship  of  France  towards 
hem  wsB  not  cordial.  Thia  must  appear  un- 
[mnded  from  the  proceeding  now  the  ohject  of 
lebata,  and  the  former  aospidon  most  be  re- 
doved  by  an  insertion  of  the  enbetance  of  the  re- 
olntian  now  before  the  Senate  on  their  jonrnalB. 

Ur.  Tazkwkll  sold  a  few  wards  to  show  that 
here  was  do  difference  between  the  case  he  had 
Ireadf  cited,  the  proceeding  of  the  Senate, 
rhen  the;  expressed  their  eatSsfaction  at  the 
uomer  ia  which  the  National  ConTention  had 
lonorcd  t^e  memory  of  BnrJAJOK  Fbixzus, 
nd  the  present  case. 

Hr.  Boaa  differed.  In  the  formor  fnatanoea, 
bePsransEKT  made  the  original 'commnnica- 
lons  to  the  Senate  before  he  had  answered 
hem ;  now  he  baa  answered  and  only  oomma- 
jeat^  an  acconnt  of  the  transaction. 

Hr.  BcBR  was  against  striking  ont.  The  Ka- 
ional  Convention,  he  obeervw,  might,  when 
bey  received  the  answer  to  their  first  comma- 
licatioD,  have  said,  as  ia  now  said  on  the  floor 
4  the  Senate,  that  the  oorreepondenoe  there 
oded,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  ns 
\  reply;  bat  they  acted  difibrentlj,  and  he 
loped  the  8«iati  would  acknowled™  the  re- 
dpt  of  ^eir  pledge  of  frieodship.  Indeed  he 
^d,  he  conld  not  aee  that  any  great  harm 
rotud  arise  in  tbe  two  branches  of  the  Le^ela- 
ore  interchanging  even  once  a  year  a  letter  of 
rieDdship  and  good  will  with  the  Republic.  It 
ras  oltjected  that  the  present  resolution  was  no 
niwer  to  the  letter.  A  few  lines  wonld  mate 
t  w,  and  they  might  esMly  be  added.  The 
•niaaion  did  not  prove,  as  bad  been  asserted 
ly  one  member,  that  it  was  impossible  to  an- 
war  it.  That  it  was  not  impoHsible  was  teeUfied 
'J  the  proceBdjngs  of  the  other  branch.  Ue 
lid  not  intend  to  dight  the  digpity  of  the  Sen- 
te,  trawever,  he  said,  by  quoting  the  prooeed- 
ngs  of  the  other  House  as  a  binding  rule  of 
TOoaeding  for  this ;  bat  their  proceeding  cer- 
ainly  proved  tbe  possibility  of  mating  an 
oawer ;  and  beddee,  there  was  fiill  as  much 
eopriety  in  looking  for  precedents  in  their  oon- 
loct,  as  in  the  pro^edings  of  a  Britiah  Parlia- 
aoat  'Eaeb,  however,  in  their  place  might  de- 
erve  weight,  though  not  implicit  reliance. 

He  advocated  the  rights  of  the  Senate  to 
iiuwer  for  themselves,  and  the  propriety  of 
leknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Colors,  which 
Fare  not  aent  to  the  £xeoaUve  exclnsively. 


He  oondnded  by  dting  the  Senate's  own  pr&- 
oedenta  in  analogona  cases,  and  he  hoped  that  It 
wonld  not  be  inasted  that  the  practice  of  two 
or  three  sncceaeive  years  deserved  to  be  Md  to 
the  charge  of  inadvertency. 

After  a  few  words  more  fh>ra  Uessre.  Btbobs, 
Bras,  Read,  and  BtrrLis,  the  veas  and  naya 
were  called  npon  striking  ont,  which  were  taken 
and  stood — yeas  IS,  nays  8,  as  fbllows : 

Yku.— UMsr*.  Bloriiam,  Bn^&rd,  Cabot,  EDa- 
wrath,  Foster,  Gnmi,  Latimer,  livetmore,  IfanhaD, 
Faioo,  Read,  Som,  Kodieifixd,  Strong,  Tnimbnll,  and 
Wilton. 

Satk. — MaMn.  Bloodworth,  Brown,  Bun,  Bntlar, 
Laogdon,  Hurtin,  Roblujon,  and  TuewelL 

"WhereDpon  it  was 

SaoUed,  anaairooiialv,  that  the  PRMroniT 
be  informed  the  Senate  nave  received,  with  tiie 
purest  pleaanrcL  Uie  evidenoea  of  the  continned 
friendahip  of  the  SVmch  RepnUio,  which  ao- 
companied  his  Ueaaage  of  the  Ath  inst 

That  the  Senate  nnite  with  hhn  in  all'  tbe 
feelings  e^reased  to  the  Minister  of  France  on 
the  presentation  of  the  Colors  of  his  nation, 
and  devoatly  wish  that  this  symbol  of  the  tri- 
nmphs  and  enfranobisement  of  that  great  people, 
given  as  a  pledge  of  faithM  fHendsbip,  and 
placed  among  the  evidences  and  memorials  of 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  ITnited 
States,  may  coutribnte  to  cherish  and  perpetn* 
ate  tbe  sincere  affection  by  which  tbe  two  Be- 
publics  are  so  happily  united. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  lay  this  resoln- 
tion  before  tbe  PaaaniaNT  oj  tbi  Usitkd 
Stxibb. 

MoRSAT,  Ifay  9. 
On  motion,  that  a  paper  purporting  to  be  the 
appointment  of  Wtlliah  Blottkt  and  Williak 
CocEx,  respectively,  to  seats  in  the  Senate, 
shonld  be  read,  it  was  agreed  that  the  motion 
be  postponed  natil  to-morrow. 

TuKsnAT,  May  10. 
Jfew  Stat*  of  Tamtuee. 
The  Senate  resmned  the  condderation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Message  of  the  pBEsronrT  ov  th*  Onitkd 
Statks,  of  the  flth  of  April  last,  respectinB  a 
new  State  sontb  of  the  river  Ohio ;  together 
with  the  motion  for  amendment,  made  on  the 
lltb ;  and  on  the  qneation  to  agree  to  the  pnn 
poaed  amendment,  it  passed  in  the  n^ative, 

WasmsDAT,  Hay  SS. 
The  Prapoted  State  <tf  Tmamee. 
The  Senate  reanmed  tiie  consideration.  In 
paragraphs,  of  the  bill  laying  ont  into  one  State 
tlie  territoiy  ceded  by  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
Una  to  die  Unit«d  States,  and  providing  for  an 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitanta  thereof. 

A  letter,  signed  William  Blount  and  WnUam 
Cocke,  was  read,  stating  that  they  have  bean 
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dnly  and  legally  eleotod  Ben&ton  to  rafmaent 
tlie  8t«te  of  TeDDGMee  m  the  Senate. 

On  motion, 

"  Thit  Hr.  Blount  lod  Ht.  Cooka,  who  dtim  to 
b«  SeiutiKi  of  th«  United  Stated  ba  recatred  u 
qieotaton,  and  that  chain  b«  (mrided  for  tiikt  nr- 
pOH  nutil  the  filial  deoiaioa  of  the  Senate  >htll  ba 
giTvn  on  the  bill  proponng  to  Bdmit  the  Sentli-weit- 
ein  Tenitorr  into  tha  UiJoni  ' 

A  motjon  wu  mode  to  refer  the  oonwdera- 
tion  thereof  to  a  oomniittM ;  and  it  passed  in 
thenegallTe. 

On  motion  to  agree  to  the  original  motion,  It 
puaed  in  the  afflnnative— Teas  19,  naj*  11,  aa 

Tue.— Heon.  Bloodwofth,  Broim,  But,  BoOer, 
Potter,  Heniy,  Laugdon,  Martii],  Potti,  SoUnion, 
T^tnall,  and  TaiaireU. 

Nati Uenn.  Binghwn,  Bradford  Oimn,  Lati- 

mer,  LiTBimon,  Hanhall,  Bead,  Boai^  Katheriord, 
StTUig,  and  Trumbull. 

After  debate,  the  farther  oonaideration  of  the 
hill  last  mentioned  was  postponed  nntil  to-mor- 
row. 

A  letter  ttom  Bcrca  Kcra  was  read,  st&ting 
that  he  had  accepted  the  wpointment  of  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  at  the  Conrt  (^  London,  and 
resigning  his  seat  m  the  Senate. 

TncmnAT,  Ua;  86. 
Ngu  Statt  <tf  Teimemee. 

He  bill  lading  ont  into  one  State  the  teirl- 
toiy  ceded  br  ue  State  of  North  Carolina  to 
tiM  United  States,  and  providing  for  an  ena- 
meration  of  the  inhabitanta  thei>M>^  waa  read 
the  third  time. 

On  motion,  that  the  bill  be  amended,  ao  that 
the  State  be  called  and  known  by  the 
Tennessee,  it  pasaed  in  the  n^alive. 


"jiad  itUfyniermaOtd,  Ilat  if  M  the  n 
r  Bie  Snpamtor  of  the  ReTaoDa  fir  the  Diibri 


^BieSnp 
^himeieee, 


by  thia  act  laid  out,  and  foimed  into  a  State, 
contain  ui^  thoiuaud  fr«e  inhabitaat*,  that  tbeu  It 
ihall  be  Uwfnl  for  the  Praaident,  by  Ma  Praclajna- 
don,  to  declare  the  aame ;  and  that,  in  that  ereot, 
and  on  their  forming  a  conttitatlon  ooniditent  with 
the  ordinancfl  of  C<mgretH  of  the  thirteenth  daj  of 
Jnly,  CDC  thousand  seTen  hnndred  and  ei^^-teTen, 
the  a^  Slate,  bj  the  name  and  atyle  of  '  The  Stale 
of  TenneusB,'  abali  be  leceired  ajid  admitted  into 
the  Union  aa  a  new  and  entire  mambai  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  And,  nntil  an  enmueratjon  shall 
be  made,  under  the  anthcril;  of  Congran,  for  tba 
tniDOae  of  ^ipoitiouing  Repraaentativea,  the  aa" 
f  Tenneaaee  ahall  be  entitled  to  ohooaa  « 


A  motion  was  made  to  amend  this  motion, 
by  striMog  ont  the  fallowing  words : 

"  And  on  their  fonning  a  cotutitation  oondatent 
«ith  the  ordinanoe  of  Cn^ns*  of  tba  thirteeath  day 


Hoodw 


I,  Mardn, 


,  BniT, 


BaUiMn,Tati- 


ItTMseed  in  tint 
as  follows: 

Tub.— Hai 
Heniy,  Laagdon,  LiTetmcre,  U 
nail,  udTaaevdL 

Nati,— Haasa,  Ki^han,  Bndibrd,  Forter,  Gi^ 
Latimw,  Uarthall,  Pottt,  Bwd,  Boas  ttnOitakMi, 
Sboii£  and  TmrnbalL 

And,  on  the  qneetfon  to  asree  to  th«  DMMka 
without  amendment,  it  passed  in  the  negaliTe — 
ye«H  10,  nays  IB,  as  follows: 

YuA.— Meaaia.  But,  Foater,  Gnon,  Htnuy,  lafi- 
»«r,  Llretmore,  Hutis,  Potts,  Tattnall,  and  Ttaa- 
boD. 

NaTB,— HMan.  Bimham,  Bloodwocdi,  Kr^bri, 
Brown,  Lansdon,  HanhaH,  Bead,  BoUnacB,  Ba^ 
RoAarfbri,  Stmng,  and  TanwelL 

On  the  question,  that  the  IhII  pass,  it  wis 
detem^ed  in  the  affirmatiTo — jeaa  15,  nap  &, 
BS  follows: 

Taas.— Ueana.  Bit^iam,  Bradford,  Bravi^  Fas- 
tar,  Gonn,  Latimer,  Uvtio,  Potta,  Be^  Boaa,  Bs&- 
eribrd,  Stnog,  Tattnall,  Tanwell,  and  TnmbnlL 

Hat*. — Uaava.  Bloodworth,  Biut,  Bntkr,  Hea^, 
LaqgdoD,  liTeimon,  MarthaB,  and  RobinMn. 

So  It  was  resolved,  that  this  bill  pass ;  that  it 
be  engrossed;  and  that  the  tiUe  thereof  be  "An 
act  laying  ont  into  one  State  the  territory  ceded 
by  the  State  of  North  Oarolioa  to  the  Uniud 
States,  and  providiue  fbr  an  eunmeratioD  of  me 
inhabitants  thereof." 

TuwDAT,  Hay  81. 
A  message  from  the  Honse  of  R^reaentatiTes 
ioformed  Uia  Senate  that  the  House  have  pMsed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  the 
next  anniud  meeting  of  Congress;"  in  wliicb 
they  desire  the  oonoarrence  of  the  S»iate. 
They  insist  on  dieir  ameodment,  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate,  to  the  bill,  «ktitled  "  An  act  lay- 
ing ont  into  one  State  the  territoiy  ceded  by 
the  Slate  of  North  Carolina  to  the  United 
Statee,  and  providim  fbr  the  enoflteratiott  of 
the  inhalntants  tbweM ;"  ask  a  oonferonoe  there- 
on, and  have  q>pointed  managen  at  the  sam^ 
on  their  part  They  agree  to  all  the  amrad- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled,  "  An 
act  rerouting  the  grants  of  land  appn^riated 
for  military  servicee,  and  for  the  So4aety  tt 
United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  Qvpd 
among  the  Heathen;"  exoept  to  the  last,  to 
which  they  disagree. 

Ifeu  StaU  qf  3 
The  Senate  prooeeded  to  <x 
tion  of  the  Honae  of  KepresentatiTee.  desbiie  a 
oonferenoe  on  the  bill,  entitied,  "  An  act  laying 
out  into  one  fitato  the  territory  ceded  by  tbe 
State  of  North  Oarohna  to  the  United  Btstc^ 
and  providing  for  an  ennmeratdon  of  the  iniia- 
bitanta  there^." 

K»., - 

a  next  sead<m  of  Oongrai, 
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itpaased 

foUoira: 


in  the  aagaiive — jeas  10,  nays  IS,  i 


Nats. — Hcan.  Bloodworth,  Biovn,  Bnir,  Butlar, 
Ctimii,  Henrf,  Laagdon,  LiTennon,  Uuih&ll,  Htutio, 
BobinKD,  Tkttudl,  and  TaMwell. 

£eiolBed,  That  the  Senftte  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed  oonfeTenoe,  luid  that  Uesere.  BrsR  and 
Kmosa  be  manoserfi  at  the  wme  on  theii  part. 
Ut.  Bukb,  from  tbejointconunitteeof  oonfer- 
enoe  on  the  hill,  entitled  "An  not  laying  ont 
into  one  Btate  the  temtorj  oed«d  by  the  State 
of  Korth  Oamlina  to  the  United  States,  sai 
providiag  for  an  enomeration  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof"  reported,  as  the  opinion  of  the  m^ori- 
ty  of  the  joint  oonunittee,  tnat  the  Senate  recede 
from  th^  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
tJie  House  of  BcftreeentatiTes.    'Wherenpon, 

Sttohed,  That  the  Senate  recede  fW>m  their 
disagreement  to  the  said,  amendment. 

A.  moHon  waa  made  hy  Ur.  Bdbb,  m  fol- 
lows: 

"BKolMi,  That  inj  raiiDiKMtion  vt  tbs  inhild- 
fauiti  of  anj^itrictiuiiIarlluitemporaiyGoyeniineiit 
ot  the  United  Stat«^  for  the  porpoM  of  farniihiiig 
evidence  to  Coograa  that  sach  diitriot  containi  tbs 
nnmber  which  maj  entitle  It  to  adLoisdon  into  the 
Union,  (boll  hSTO  been  taken  and  made,  under  a  Uw 
to  be  mads  by  the  LegiiiBtore  of  the  wd  diibict,  of 
tbe  fiee  inhalntantg  railr,  and,  in  all  other  nqpecta, 
pnTmant  to  ttw  protiuoni  oontalaed  in  the  ac^ 
CDtlikd  "  An  act  praridliw  Ibr  the  annmet^ion  of 
tba  inhaUtntaofthe  UbIImI  Stataai" 


Wkdnxsdat  Ewnsa,  6  o'oLOor,  Jane  I. 

N»ie  StaU  Iff  Tenneuee. 
On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Mutik,  that  it  be 
'^  Raohed,  That  tbe  Honorable  William  Blonnt, 
and  William  Cocke,   Eiqnirai,  who  have  prodoeed 


ceiMlTfortlieiiqnahficatiim,  and  their  loati  ao(nid> 
higljr 

Ordfrei,  That  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  the 
credeutula  of  Mr.  Blotutt  and  Mr,  Cooee,  he 

And,  on  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  reeoln- 
tiou,  it  passed  in  the  negative — jeas  10,  na;s 
11,  asfuUows: 

Tkas. — Henri.  Bloodworth,  Biditd,  But,  Bnller, 
Gimn,  Langdon,  Martin,  Bobinnn,  Tattnall,  and 
TaiewelL 

Nais. — Heisn.  Binghun,  Bradlbid,  FoKer,  Lati- 
mer, Livermore,  Manhall,  Fotti,  Read,  Rom,  Eotbn- 
ford,  and  TmmbnlL 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate,  that  the  Hoase,  having 
finished  tbe  business  before  them,  are  about  to 
D^JuQTD  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  BuTLBB,  from  the  joint  oonmiittee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  PimsiDKirT  o?  tbs  Uni- 
ted BiATsa,  and  notify  him  that,  anless  he  hod 
any  further  oommnuioationB  to  moke  to  them, 
they  were  ready  to  adjonrn,  reported,  that  tbe 
Pbksidesi  of  thi  United  States  had  no  far- 
ther oommnnlcatioD  to  make,  except  the  nomt> 
nation  of  certain  pergons  to  execute  the  laws 
passed  the  present  soeeioti. 

Afler  the  consideration  of  the  Executive  bnri- 
nees,  the  Psebiiibnt  ailjonnted  the  Senate  to 
the  flrst  Uondaj  in  Deo^ber  next. 
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nie  fbllowlng  membera  ^>pMT«d,  and  took 
their  seats : 

From  Jfew  Banpthw*. — Asm.  Fosteb,  Nioa- 
OLAB  OiuuiT,  JoBH  S.  SHiBBDBirK,  Bud  Jkbi- 

HtAH  SlOTH. 

Prom  lla*»a£hiuetU. — Theopeilits  Bbasbdbt, 
EiNBT  DejlBbobn,  Dwiort  FonxK,  Nathakibl 
Freuah,  JT.,BKNjunii  (^oon&nx,  Gkobok  Lko- 
VkXD,  Bamdkl  Ltman,  William  Ltmas,  Johw 
RsAS,  Thbodobx  SEDawiCK,  GioBoi  Tbatobis, 
JoBKPH  B.  Yabituii,  and  PxL»t  Wadbwobth. 

^(HA  Rkeds  hiand. — BsmAiOH  Bodknz,  uid 
Frahoib  Kauhjiti. 

.fVom  ^MUMftttewf.^JoBmrA  Oott,  Chaitiiobt 
GooDBiOB,  BooBB  Gbibwold,  Ziphanuh  Sviit, 
and  Uriah  Tbaot. 

From  Fmiwmt,— ^IsRABL  810TH. 

From  Nut  Tort. — ^Thkodobttb  Bailki^  Wil- 

LUU  OOOPER,  V-r^rvwt.  QlLBXBT,  ElNKT  OlKNM, 

JoNATEAK  N.  HAvmra,  Edwazd  livnianos, 
JoHtr  E.  Yah  Allkh,  Philip  Vax  OoBTLANin', 
and  JoHH  VtujAMS. 

lYom  Neie  Jtrity,  —  Johathah  Battok, 
Aasoh  KauaxLL,  Isaao  Skits,  and  Hasx 
Thohfsok. 

JVom  Pmmjfleonia. — Datid  Baibd,  Albkbt 
Oallatim,  Dakikl  HmnB,  John  Whjcis  En> 
TKRA,  Bavdxl  Uaoiat,  Fbxdebiok  AnorBTcs 
IfDHLsmue,  BAjniBL  &niBKATBa,  John  Swah- 
vioz,  and  Biohabd  Thomas. 

From  Dalawvrp. — John  Pattdi. 

From  Mary  land. — Oakuu.  OKKnm,  Geobob 
Bknt,  Qabbiel  DtttaiJ:,  Wiuaam  Hnnnux, 
and  WiLLiAH  Vans  Hvkbat. 

From  Virginia. — Samcti.  J.  Oabsll,  Jobx 
Clopton,  Isaao  Coles,  Whxiah  B.  Giles, 
Gkorok  Hancock,  Oabisk  B.  Habbuox,  John 
Heath,  Gbobox  Jaoxboit,  Jameb  Hasiboh,  An- 
DBBW  MOOBE,  JosiAK  Pabkbb,  RoBBsiKtnsis- 
FOBD,  and  Abkahah  Ybkablk. 

From  North  Carolina. — Thoius  Bloittit, 
KathasBbtai?,  Ddcpskt  Buboe^  Jube  Fbahx- 
UN,  WiLLUx  B.  Gbove,  James  Holland,  Uat- 
TSEw  LooE^  Nathaniel  Maoon,  and  Absalok 
Tatou. 


From  South  Carolina. — Saxcxl  £akie,B*- 
ebt  Goodloe  Habpeb,  and  Wiluax  Suih. 

From  Gtorgia. — Abrabam  Balbwis. 

And  a  qnorum,  oonsiBting  of  a  nu^giitT  d 
tJM  wliole  niunber  being  pr«Mnt, 

The  Home  proceeded  by  baUot,  to  ths  dda 
of  a  Speakui  ;  and,  npon  exuniaing  tb«  tnlliMi 
aiD^ortty  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House  w« 
fbnna  In  favor  of  Jokathan  Dattox,  one  of  B)t 
Sepresentatives  for  the  State  of  NewJem;. 
Wherenpon, 

The  said  Jonathan  Dattos  iras  conducted 
to  the  chair,  from  whence  he  made  his  ackiKi*- 
lodgments  to  the  Hoose,  as  foUowa : 

QumjEMEn:  It  liwitliiaddiflUeirae  tJistlm^v 
take  Ab  eiecatiati  of  the  dntiu  whicli  700  IxTe  ta 
me  the  bonorto  aaogo  to  ma. 

Id  dlidu^iig  tbem  to  the  liest  of  mj  tUSStL,  I 
antiripate,  on  jam  put,  a  libenl  and  indn^oiit  R>- 
ur  ttnmdi  tkciM  dcd&oni  which  ma  j  ba  nqonl 
frcm  tba  Chuir,  and  Satbit  mpsir  that  I  ib^  ei- 
pariBDoe,  vpoa  all  oocadou,  jtmr  eo-opentimi  at 

The  Hoose  proceeded,  in  the  sunemiiiDff, 
to  the  ^ipointment  of  a  Clerk ;  and,'~apon  a- 
an^iing  the  ballots,  a  mqJOTitf  of  the  toIm  d 
the  whole  Hoose  wss  foond  in  &Tiff  (^  J<»> 


The  oath  to  support  the  OonstitatioD  of  &• 
United  States,  as  preeeribed  by  the  aot,  eoliCM 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  time  and  nuumer  <i  K- 
mlnistering  certain  oaths,"  was  then  adnini^ 
ed  by  Isaao  Shttb,  one  of  the  Repreeentitina 
from  the'  BUt«  of  New  Jersey,  to  the  SfuA 
and  then  by  Mr.  Spkaxis  to  alt  the  nMmbm 
present. 

The  same  oath,  together  with  the  oatb  M 
office  prescribed  by  the  said  redted  ■'*i  *^ 
also  adniiiiistered  by  Mr.  Bpxazeb  to  the  Qa 

A  mesasge  was  received  from  tbe  Senst^  ^ 
forming  the  Eonse  Ih&t  a  qnomm  of  Dwmtn 
of  that  body  is  assembled,  and  tbe  Vin  I^ 
DENT  being  absent,  they  have  proceeded  »*J 
choice  ^  A  PBin^tirr  pro  InifMrw,  sua  u« 

EMBT  Taeewell  hss  been  duly  elected. 

Orderoi,  That  a  hmmi^  be  sent  to  tbe  Bo- 
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ita  to  infoTm  that  body  th&t  a  qDomm  of  this 
Eonae  ia  assembled,  and  have  elected  Josatoas 
Datton  their  Sfukeb  ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of 
this  House  do  go  with  the  message. 

Another  measoge  from  the  Senate  wu  re- 
jeived,  informing  this  House  that  thej  have 
pointedaWQuuitteeoatlieirpart,  to  actjoii 
nith  such  committee  as  mar  be  appointed  by 
thia  House,  to  wut  on  the  Pbibd>eht  of  tbk 
UairtD  Statu,  to  inform  him  that  &  qnorom 
of  Hie  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  readj  to 
reoeire  any  ootuDunioation  he  may  think  pro- 
per to  make  to  them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  U^DiBoif,  Mr.  SmawioK, 
ud  Tfr.  SrrasKATBS,  be  ^ipointed  a  committee 
OD  the  part  of  this  Hoose.  far  the  pnrpoee  ex- 
pressed iQ  the  message  of  the  Senate. 

Petitions  from  sondry  persons,  praying  to  be 
appointed  to  the  offices  of  BergeBnt-at-Arnie 
tttd  Doorkeeper,  were  presented  to  the  House 
and  read ;  Woereupon, 

The  House  proceeded,  by  ballot,  to  the  choice 
of  a  SergeaDt-at-Arme^  Doorieeeper,  and  Aesist- 
ant  Doorkeeper ;  and,  upon  euminiog  tbe  bal- 
lots, a  m^Ktnty  of  the  votes  of  the  whole  House 
WBS  found  in  &vor  of  Joskfh  Whiaton,  as 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Thomas  Claxtov,  as  Door- 
keeper, and  Thokas  Duhx,  as  Assistant  Door- 
keH>er. 

Ordered,  That  the  s^  Josxpe  Whkatok, 
Tbomas  Claxtoit,  and  Thonab  Dvnn,  do  sever- 
aUy  give  their  attcDdanoe  acoordingly, 

Mr.  IIadibon,  from  the  joint  committee  ^>- 
pointed  to  wait  on  the  Prxsident  oj  tbb  Uhit- 
SD  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Honaee  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  oommnnicatioii  he  may  think  proper 
to  make  to  them,  report^  that  the  committee 
had,  aoeording  to  o^er,  performed  that  service, 
and  that  the  PBEsniKBTsignified  tothem  tliat  be 
would  make  a  communication  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress  to-morrow,  at  IS  o'doek,  in  the 
Bepreaentatlvee'  Chamber. 


Tueboat,  December  8. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  ftom  Uary- 
Isnd,  Saicdkl  SioTa;  from  Vii^nia,  Riohabd 
BaasT;  and  from  Georg^  John  Millbdoz,  ap- 
peared, produced  their  credentials,  and  took 
their  «eato  in  the  House ;  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitalion  of  the  United  States  being  first 
administered  to  them  by  iii.  Spkaxib,  aooord- 
ingtolaw. 


to  attend  them  in  receiving  the  commnnioation 
fram  the  Prbsidrxt  ov  tsi  UmTBD  States, 
agreeably  to  his  notification  to  both  Houses 
yesterday ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  thia  Honse  do 

go  ■with  the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  Hie  said 
JMtaago;  and,  being  returned, 

The  Benat«  attended  and  took  aeats  in  the 
Honee;  when,  both  Houses  being  tuwembled, 
the  Pbehidb;^  or  the  Umitid  States  came 


intotheBepresenlativee' Chamber,  and  delivered 
his  Speech  to  the  two  Houses.  {For  a  copy  of 
this  Speech,  see  the  Proceedings  of  the  Senate.] 

The  Pebsidknt  of  the  Untteii  States  then 
withdrew,  and  the  two  Hooses  seDarat«d. 

Ordertd,  That  the  Speech  of  the  FBEaicxHi 
OF  TBB  Unitsd  SrATxe  to  both  Houstf  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  sihe  whole  House  to- 
morrow. 

Wbdnbsdat,  December  9. 
James  Huxhoitse,  from  Connecticat,  appear- 
ed, produced  his  credential^  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Addreti  to  ths  Pretidmit. 

The  Honse,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  ^>eech  of  the  Peebihent  of  the  UmTED 
States  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  Ur.  Uuh- 
LENBEBQ  in  the  choir;  when,  the  Speech  b^ng 
read, 

Ur.  Yahb  Uusbat  moved  the  following  re- 
solution: 


"  Seioha,  That  it  ii  the  opinion  of  the  oo , 

that  a  re^ectfol  Addisu  ought  to  b«  prMcnted  by 
the  Hoiug  of  Rcproaenlatives  to  th«  Preddent  of  the 
Udled  States  in  answor  to  hi*  Speech  to  both  Houses 
of  Congceu,  at  the  commMjcnnent  of  this  leation, 
oontalnnig  ABmncM  thst  tbi«  Home  will  take  into 
consideiatloa  the  tbiioiu  aod  important  nutten  re- 
- -aunanded  to  their  atteadooi" 

Mr.  Sedowiok  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pabkeb  offered  an  om^dment,  which 

as  seconded  by  Mr.  Maoos. 

The  substance  of  this  amendment  was,  to 
strike  out  all  that  port  of  the  resolution  which 
goes  before  the  word  attuiranee*;  in  place  of 
which,  Mr,  Paseek  proposed  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, who  should  personally  wait  on  the 
Pebbident,  and  assure  him  of  the  attention  oS 
the  House,  Ac.,  and  concluding  as  above.  Hr, 
F.  had  the  highest  respect  for  the  PsxaiDEsr, 
but  he  had  always  disapproved  of  this  practice 
of  making  out  Addresses  in  answer  to  these 
Speeches,  and  of  the  House  leaving  their  bnsi- 
nees  to  go  in  a  body  to  present  them.  IasI 
session,  the  framing  of  this  Address  had  cost 
very  long  debates,  and  produced  very  great 
irritation.  Borne  ofthe  most  disagreeable  things 
that  happened  daring  the  sesHon  occurred  m 
these  debates.  He  wished  nnonimity  and  the 
def^atch  of  business,  and  ao,  could  not  consent 
that  any  Address  shonld  be  drown  up,  aa  he 
preferred  ending  the  a&ir  at  once  by  sending  a 
committee  with  a  verbal  answer. 

Mr.  Udxeat  replied,  that  the  practiM  of 
drawing  np  such  an  Address  was  coeval  with 
ibe  constitution.  It  was  consistent  with  good 
;  and  he  did  not  see  that  any  argument 
had  been  employed  by  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  against  it.  It  was  true  that  the  Honse  might 
send  a  verbal  answer,  and  it  was  likewise  true 
that  the  Pbesidknt  might  have  sent  them  hi* 
Speech  by  his  Secretary,  without  coming  near 
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them  U  &n.  He  tuul  oome  to  OoogrcM,  and 
Iti.  H.  ooold  peroelTe  no  Lmpniprietr  io  Oon- 
gren  retarniag  the  ocmpliment  bj  wtitliig  on 
him. 

The  oommittM  divided  on  the  emesdmeDt 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pabkkb.  Eighteen  memben 
roM  In  rapport  of  it:  witwaaloct.  Theeom- 
mittee  then  Agreed  to  the  neo1nti(»i  u  ofibred 
by  Mr.  UmuT.  ThOT  roee,  end  the  Oheirmwi 
reported  pri^reae.  The  resolution  wu  egreed 
to  by  the  Hoaee.  The  next  qoeeticm  was,  of 
how  many  membere  the  select  committee  shonld 
oonBiBt  mat  were  to  be  employed  in  framing  a 
draft  of  the  Address.  The  different  munbera 
of  five  and  three  were  propoeed.  A  diriuon 
took  place  on  the  fonner  motjon,  when  only 
thirty-one  gentlemen  rose  in  its  &Tor.  The 
motion  for  a  committee  of  three  members  to 
report  en  Address  was  of  course  carried.  Ur. 
Uaduon,  Ur.  SroawiOK,  and  Kr.  BiTasKi.Taa, 
were  ^pointed.* 

&  was  then  mored  ihat  two  Ohi^lalns  ahonld 
be  named,  as  asnal ;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

THmteoAT,  December  10. 
Fbahou  Fkkctob,  from  Virginia,  qipeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

FantAj,  Deoembw  tl. 
Beveral  other  members,  to  wit:  fbom  Ter- 
mont,  DjjmL  Btiok;  troia  New  Jersey,  Tso- 
KAa  HtXDEMos ;  from  Pemuylrai^ 
FnniuT ;  and  from  Virginia,  Jobv  Nioholu, 
eppeared,  prodtced  their  credeotiala,  wereqnali- 
flea,  and  took  their  seata, 

Hoin>i.T,  December  14. 

Two  other  membei^  to  wit ;  from  Pennayl- 

ranla,   Thohab  Eabtlkt,  and  fivm  Tirginia, 

AsTHoNT  New,  appeared,  produced  th^  ore- 

dentlali.  and  took  their  soata. 

Addrtti  to  th«  Fretidrnt, 
Mr.  HmiBoB',  from  the  select  oommittM  m>- 

pointed  to  draft  an  Address  in  answer  to  the 

speech  of  the  PaxsmiNT,  made  a  report,  which 

waa  read  by  the  Olerk. 
Mr.  Guju  moved  that  the  nsoal  number  of 

copies  of  the  Address  should  be  printed  for  the 

Dse  of  the  memben. 

TtmsDjLT,  December  IS. 

Addrttt  to  the  Prmdmt, 

The  Bouse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 

mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  MuHLENsaBo  in  the 

chair,  on  the  draft  of  au  answer  to  the  Psiai- 


"  CantempUtii^  thetnroMily  tmeqoalted  i^BctMJt 
of  pert™<*'  hapionMl,  wbich  our  ooDstiT  exluUk,  ■ 
tbe  tntraMiog  snmmuy  vfaloh  yoa,  bt,  bavv  bis 
pleawd  tomeke,  iaJMOMtaoar  own  faefia^fs- 
mit  u  to  add  the  b«MSti  wbtdt  an  domd  bm 
juni  prH^dlng  in  oar  oobdcU^  reeoMng  a*  vdKia 
'  B  iiiMtiniii"!''*^  mnfideiMM  of  joar  fMowdtim^ 
faimyooi  hkIoiu  enJ- mncaaiful  lahwm  in  liar 

Mr.  Pakkkb  moved  to  strike  ont  the  worii 
"probably  unequalled,"  and  from  tbe  w«t4 
"oomu^"  to  the  end.  He  owned  that  the 
United  States  owe  much  to  tbe  Prhi«r  to 
hiaaervioeeonmostoooadons;  bnt  he  had  sane- 
times  erred  as  other  men.  He  ooold  not  to 
his  own  part  aubacribe  to  the  expreadcms  eon- 
tained  in  the  words  whldi  he  had  moved  to  atiikB 
out;  his  conBdenoe  in  the  P^bhikxt  was  fi- 

iniihed  in  oonsequenee  of  a  late  b  . 

Mr.  SHXEBraire  called  for  ■  divi 
question;  that  a  question  should  flnt  be  p^ 
upon  the  words  ''  probably  nneqaAUed,"  and 
afterwards  upon  striking  oat  Uie  Utter  part  tt 
theolanae. 

The  questi<m  waa  aooordln^y  put  upoo  the 
words  "  probably  uneqitsUed,"  and  they  wen 
Btmok  ont,  48  to  SB. 

Mr.  MuBBAT  roee  to  make  a  few  obeerrBtiov 
on  the  motion  for  striking  out  frona  tbe  word 
"ooun<nlB."  Asa  BepreeentatlTe  from  Hatj- 
land,  he  said,  he  oonld  not  « thla  oooMsisn  be 
contented  to  give  a  silent  vote.  The  LegisUmv 
t^  that  State  had  not  long  einca  declared,  that 
their  oonfldenoe  in  the  Pkihdknt  Ksnaina  tm- 
diDdaished;  and  thou(^  his  nngta  sartiBMBt 
mi^t  be  deemed  tmimptatant  when  viewed  ia 
oonneotion  with  the  unanimous  vote  erf  his  etite^ 
vet  he  was  tna  to  declare,  that  bta  oonfidenee 
in  the  Ohirf  Magistrate  had  ezpoiaiieed  no 
dlminntion.  The  LegMsture  of  Marrlan^  be 
observed,  had  fbreseen  that  attMDpta  woold  be 
made,  and  saw  that  nq]uetifiahte  attempts  was 
aotualiy  muHng  to  i^iminhli  tlie  ooBfldenee  of 
the  people  in  t£e  PBiamaBT;  they  therefore  n- 
solved  to  ^ve  the  aaneli<m  of  their  nnantmoaa 
vote  to  his  character,  declaring  that  the  Pntt- 
DENT  retained  their  confidence,  and  that  he  had 
mwlted  It.  Though  not  bound  by  the  t^itdcn 
of  the  LcgisUtnre  of  that  State,  he  oooceived  it 
his  duty  not  to  ^ve  a  aileat  vote  on  the  present 


■Tbiaini  Uw  flntGimul  sppodtioD  to  th*  nwdeof  u- 
iwerlBg  lb*  Pnddut^  BpMdi  It  Uh  apanlna  o(  Sm  SMrions 
o(CongrMa,lb>ii^muriiwiBb*n  hidfrom  Uuflntlwu 
H  bslsg  t««  doH  u  ImlbUon  of  tlu  Brltl«ta 


Mr.  OiLis  had  hoped  that  nothing  vnraM  haw 
been  brought  before  (he  Hoose  eakniated  t« 


D  for  the  pi«a«rv»- 


but  be  oonld  not  go  the  leagth  <it  Ihae 
siona  in  the  dense  oljeoted  to.  He  oonld  not 
agree  to  it  in  its  present  ehape^  beoanse  the 
aseertion  In  it  does  not  correspond  witii  tiie  bet. 
After  this  rematk,  there  oonld  not,  he  OMKMve^ 
he  any  inoon^stenoy  in  voting  uaiost  the  vera 
and  still  feeling  a  regpdfcr  to  AoBiMre.    He 
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hoped  bis  fame  and  repatatian  might  never  re- 
ceive a  stain,  but  pus  nnimpurcd  to  poeterity. 
He  should  vote  for  striking  onL 

Mr.  FsEEKUi  wished  the  motion  might  be  so 
modified  as  to  involve  the  striking  out  of  the 
word  "andiminiBhed"  ooly.  Though  he  for  him- 
self^ he  observed,  might  saj  that  his  oonfidence 
In  the  FKEfODXirr  was  nndiminished,  he  oonld 
not  ntter  the  Bsme  sentiment  In  behalf  of  the 
people  at  large.  In  his  ojdnion  the  confidence  of 
a  part  (ti  very  small  one  perhaps)  of  the  people 
was  dimmished ;  thongh  that  cJ  A  in^orit; 
might  be  ttnahaken. 

Mr.  E4BFER  Htud  he  had  no  diffloolt;  in  dedar- 
Ing,  that  bis  own  confidence  in  the  PsBemEBT 
was  ondiminished,  bnt  hn  could  not  go  so  fiir  aa 
to  pledge  himself  that  that  of  all  the  people  was 
ao.  He  never,  he  said,  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  worshiping  the  Psssninn.  He  considered 
him  as  a  man,  not  Infallible,  bnt  as  a  wise, 
honest,  and  faJthfnl  public  servant,  and  he  was 
prepared  in  all  places  and  sitoationa  to  declare 
this  opinion ;  bnt  he  was  not  ready  to  prtmonnce 
craiceniing  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  tbe 
United  States.  Some  time  hence  thej  may  be- 
come onanimoos  in  their  confidence;  hut  he 
ooold  not  say  that  it  was  not  dinjiDtshed.  He 
was  ready  to  declare  for  himself  bnt  not  for 
others.  If  called  upon  to  declare  whether  a 
m^ority,  whether  fonr-flfths  of  the  people  re- 
tained their  confidence  in  the  Fbxbidbnt,  he 
could  declare  it  as  bis  opinion  in  the  affirmative ; 
bat  the  clause  as  it  stands  inelndea  the  whol& 
and  he  declared  as  it  stood  oould  not  command 
Ma  vote.  He  conclnded  by  ezpreseing  his : 
tion,  when  it  wonld  be  in  order,  to  mtrodnce  a 
modiflcation  of  the  clause,  so  as  to  expreas  the 
ondiminishod  confidence  of  the  House  in  the 
FBrnDBrr. 

Mr.  Paxkxr,  in  coincidence  with  the  wish  of 
Mr.  Fbbsiu?:,  agreed  to  confine  his  motion  to 
striking  ont  the  word  "undiminished." 

Mr.  Bkdowioz  doabted  whether,  after  a  di- 
vision of  the  question,  and  a  qnestion  bdng 
taken  on  the  first  part,  a  modification  of  the 
second  MTt  would  be  in  order. 
The  Ohairman  declared  it  in  order. 
Mr.  BuMiwioK  viewed  tho.  present  motion  as 
even  more  objectionable  than  the  first ;  it  went 
directly  to  a  denial  of  nndiminished  confidence 
for  tbe  PscnnBtn  on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  and 
the  pnblic  There  waa  a  time,  he  said,  when 
no  man  could  have  supposed  that  the  period 
wonld  have  arrived,  th^  in  the  popular  branch 
itfthe  QovemmeDt,  theconfldenoec€thepeoide 
and  their  B^reaentativea  in  that  man  ooold 
have  been  qneatumed. 

Having  b«en  on  the  committee  that  framed 
the  anawer,  and  maturely  oonAdered  the  subject 
in  every  part,  he  would  mention  some  (rf  the 
observations  that  ooonned  to  his  mind  particu- 
larly in  &vor  of  the  part  now  oljected  tou  Leat 
in  the  conne  of  them  his  sensibili^  on  this 
ntfjeot  diouM  betraj  him  into  aome  warmth  of 
to^nHoon,  he  beraed  leave  to  premise  that  he 
*ahed  to  woond  the  fbeUoga  of  no  man.  ~ 


t  was  proper,  he  said,  to  inouire  into  fects 

which  the  expression  now  objected  to  waa 
nonnded.  Is  the  confidence  of  the  people  in 
^e  services,  and  patriotian,  and  wisdom  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  diminished !  Hia  experience 
led  him  to  say  no ;  then,  in  the  existing  cirenm- 
stances,  is  it  not  right  for  the  Representatives  to 
make  tlie  deolarfltion  to  their  constitnents  and 
tho  world!  To  suppose  the  people,  who,  at  the 
present  moment,  enjoyed  so  many  biessingB 
under  tho  PnaaiDKNT's  administration,  could  foel 
their  confidence  in  him  impaired,  wonid  sup- 
pose a  baseness  of  disposition  unworthy  of  them 
and  of  tbe  services  he  has  rendered.  'Who 
could  review  the  glorious  conduct  of  onr  Chie^ 
during  the  conflict  of  the  Revolution,  his  un- 
wearied labors  for  the  public  good,  hia  oravery, 
moderation,  and  humanity ;  who  could  observe 
him  in  hishappyretirement,  covered  with  glory, 
and  accompanied  by  the  bleesngs  of  hia  coun- 
try ;  then  forsaking  his  retirement,  putting  at 
hasard  the  mighty  mass  of  his  reputation,  and 
be  insenable  of  his  services  t  'Who  could  re- 
view the  critical  sitnation  in  which  he  preserved 
onr  peace  and  prosperity  daring  a  glorious  ad- 
ministration of  wi  yeara;  who  could  review 
these  things  and  not  nave  his  heart  filled  with 
gratitude  and  esteem  t  He  caressed  his  belief 
that  a  late  measare  of  the  Executive  was  leM 
the  ottJeot  of  the  dislike  of  some,  than  afibrding 
the  opportunity  for  the  vent  of  paa^ons  ana 
feelings  deep-rooted  before. 

As  to  the  sense  of  tbe  people  of  the  Fsisi- 
DXNT,  he  believed  it  unaltered,  as  to  his  imm^ 
diato  oonstitnenta,  ho  waa  snre  it  was ;  and  if  sc^ 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  make  the  deolara- 
tion  to  the  world — a  duty  the  House  owed  to 
themselvM  and  their  constituents,  and  the  more 
binding  from  tho  nature  of  the  Government  tha 
people  nad  chosen. 

luough  the  Pbbbidbnt  had  twice  been  called 
to  tbe  nesidenoy  by  the  ananimona  and  unso- 
licited voice  of  hia  fellow-citdzens ;  though  in 
obedience  to  that  voice  he  had  made  a  sacrifice 
no  other  man  would  have  made ;  though  the  only 
reward  he  has  received  for  his  services  has  been 
the  approbation  of  his  country,  jet,  neverthelesa, 
licentious  presses  had  lately  teemed  with  in£n- 
mouB  and  soandatoua  abuse  of  him.  Is  this,  he 
asked,  consonant  to  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  ahaU  they  not  attempt  to  counteract  ita 
•fiecta  in  the  only  constitutional  manuer  t  Bhall 
they  not  declare  thdr  own  and  their  constitu- 
ents' oonfldenoe  undiminished  in  that  officer  of 
tbe  Qovemmentt 

He  has  told  the  Le^slatnre  that  he  wishes  to 
co-operate,  to  preserve  unimp^red  tbe  blessinga 
we  enjoy.  Does  the  Honse  believe  tbist  then 
b  it  wrong  to  express  their  confidence  t 

He  believed,  he  said,  that  the  efforts  made  to 
deatroy  the  character  of  ihia  first  of  men,  in- 
sl«ad  of  producing  the  mischief  intended,  would 
offset  tbe  contrary;  and  he  also  expreeeed  his 
belief  that  the  tide  of  his  popularity  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  fiowed  with  nnnsual  strength. 

It  has  been  intimated,  he  observed,  that  eanty 
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wonld  ImpliutA  an  mprobatioii  ot  ft  lata 
of  the  EieontiTe,  and  wonld  predade  the  po«d- 
blUty  of  a  free  opinion  when  mat  meaanre  n^ht 
oome  under  the  ooouderation  of  the  Hodm. 
.  Be  declared,  upon  hu  honor,  that  he  Jiad  no  in- 
tention that  the  Tote  now  contemplated  shonld 
have  that  effect.  He  did  not  conceive  that  the 
vote  of  nndiminished  oonfidenoe,  which  he  now 
preaaed,  involved  an  ^iprobation  of  all  the 
mea^nres  ol  the  EzeontiTo;  it  did  not  ezolode 
the  idea  of  falUbilitj ;  for  what  man  is  iofidU- 
blet  It  is  only  implied,  according  to  hia  oon- 
oeption,  an  approbation  of  the  general  l«nor  of 
thecondnotuf  thoExeoutive.  When  the  Houae 
axpreoa  their  confidence  in  a  public  offlc«r,  tbey 
oaoQot  mean  that  thej  believe  biin  in&llible, 
bnt  oolf  thot  hia  cbuwiter,  gronnded  on  hia 
general  oondoct,  receives  their  approbation. 

It,  when  the  Chief  Ua^trate  a  attacked  in 
the  manner  the  Fbebidxht  has  been  attacked, 
he  is  left  to  be  overwhelmed  with  unmeritod 
nbuaei  what  man  with  talenta  to  be  uaefol,  a 
repotation  to  be  injured,  or  feelings  to  bo  wouud- 
e^what  man  will  hazard  all  to  serve  an  nn- 
gr^iefnl  ooontry  t  It  will  render  the  station  of 
OLief  Uagiatrate  Goosht  only  bf  meroeDarios. 
If  oiatfidenoe  is  denied  to  the  EiecoUve,  it  will 
only  create  vacandes  in  the  high  officw  of  Gov- 
ernment to  be  filled  by  those  harpiea  who  prej 
npoD  tho  vitola  of  the  State. 

Another  oon^deratlon,  he  said,  ahonld  have 
an  influence  on  this  oocaaion.  The  fame  of  the 
Chief  Uafistrate's  character  has  filled  the  whole 
world;  the  Americans  are  particulajly  distin- 
gaished  as  a  people  for  their  nniforo)  attach- 
ment towards  him.  If,  at  this  tima  of  day,  they 
indirectly  declare  their  want  of  confidence  in 
that  man,  they  will  jnstify  the  malignant  predio- 
tioos  which  have  been  ottered  against  oar  sya- 
tem  of  Government 

These  considerations,  he  aaid,  had  weighed 
on  hia  mind.  If  the  motion  for  striking  ont 
prevailed,  he  declared  it  would  distress  him  be- 

fond  any  circumstance  that  had  occorrod  to 
Lm  during  his  public  life,  especially  at  this 
period,  and  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
afi^airs.  He  should  consider  the  prevalence  of 
this  motion  as  tantamount  to  a  declaration,  that 
the  House  and  their  constituents  did  not  feel 
their  confidence  in  the  Pbesidsst  nnimpured. 
Mr.  LivixoaTON  lamented  the  sitnaljon  which 
the  draAed  Addre«e  reduced  the  House  to;  but 
he  could  not  give  hia  assent  to  it  as  it  etood; 
he  shoold  vote  for  striking  ont  the  word  "  nndi- 
minished," if  a  qaestion  on  it  shoold  bo  urged. 
He  did  not  conceive  hio^self  called  to  a  seat  in 
the  Hoose  to  express  opinions,  mnch  Ie«8  the 
opinions  of  others,  but  to  make  laws.  He  felt 
so  much  the  delicacy  of  the  situation  which  the 
wording  of  the  Address  hod  placed  the  House 
In,  that  he  wished  the  dilemma  of  a  vote  might 
be  avoided.  The  gentleman  last  up  also  lament- 
ed the  situation,  and  justly  observed,  that  strik- 
ing ont  the  word  was  tantamomit  to  a  declaration 


that  the  oonfldenoe  rumaed  in  the  PsxmKfim 
diminirfied.  Bnt  he  begged  to  remind  him  iM 
it  was  the  framoi  of  iM  Addreea,  and  he  m 
one  ot  them,  that  ioTolved  the  Honae  in  tin 
disagreeable  ritoation. 

He  declared  himself  ao  jotmg  in  tlie  parlia- 
mentary proceedings,  as  not  exactly  to  kne* 
how  to  avoid  a  qneetion  on  the  present  maUoa, 
He  declared  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  vbtf 
the  opinion  of  his  oonstjtnenta  concerning  Iha 
Pbzsidkht  was.  The  confidence  of  many  d 
them  he  knew  was  ahaken ;  that  of  othen  wh 
increased. 

Be  moved,  if  in  order,  that  the  oommittM 
should  rise,  and  the  Address  be  recoimnitled. 

This  was  carried,  and  Measn.  Fkkbux  mi 
Baij>wiK  added  to  the  oommittee. 

Ai^oarned. 

WKDNVDAr,  December  18. 

Tboius  Ci.uBon]ra,  from  VirginiA^  ^ipeare^ 

produced  his  oredentisls,  was  qtudified,  otd  kwk 

his  seat. 

Addrsu  to  th4  Preiident. 
Mr.  M1.DIS0N,  from  the  committee  to  whom 

had  been  recommitted  the  draft  of  the  Addrwe 
in  answer  to  the  rBzainaKT's  Speech,  hn> 
in  a  report.  The  clause  now  added  ooiiEii 
a  modification  of  the  clause  Directed  to  y 
day.  On  motion,  the  House  went  into  a  0<«a- 
mjtl«e  of  the  Whole,  Ur.  MublksubQ'  in  tbs 
ohair.  The  amendment  was  nnanimotialj  agreed 
to.  Ur.  Giles  then  moved  an  amendment  in  tbi 
third  line  of  tho  lost  paragri^ih.  It  was  thoe: 
for  "  the  several  interesting  snl^Jecta  which  yos 
recommended  to  onr  consideration  will  receive 
every  degree  of  it,"  read  of  attentwti.  The 
committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  agreed  to 
the  report. 

It  was  then  moved  and  agreed  to,  that  the 
Sfb&ebr,  attended  by  the  House,  do  preaenl 
the  address,  ss  amended,  to  the  PaisimiTX,  and 
that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Pii£siDEMT,  to  know  where  and  wImoi  he  wiE 
be  ready  to  receive  the  Addreee  of  the  Hooae. 

The  same  gentlemen,  viz:  Mr.  iUmov  Mr. 
Skoowiok,  and  Mr.  SiTCBKivas^  who  had  bees 
first  appointed  to  draft  tho  Addrese,  were  oonied 
for  waiting  on  the  Pbsbidknt. 

The  committee  that  had  been  ^ip<^t«d  to 
wait  on  the  PaimoKsr,  returned  witli  notJN 
that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  their  Addr^ 
at  his  own  house  to-morrow  at  12  o'dock. 

The  Hoose  then  a^oumed. 

TiniBBDAY,  December  17. 

Vai^e  Hampton,  from  Sonth  OaroUna,  and 

JoHH  Hatbokn,  from  New  York,  araMrad, 

produced  their  oredentlala,  were  qoalified,  MU 

took  their  aeato. 

Addrem  to  the  PrttidenL 

At  twelve  o'dook,  the  SraoxKB,  attoided  iij 

the  House,  waited  upon  the  PBumnra  or  nx 

VtuTSD  Sxaiss,  and  d^vered  to  liim  tlM  fat- 
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iowiag  Addraw,  in  answer  to  Id*  ^weoli  to  boHi 
HonsCB  at  the  opening  (tf  theMeutm: 

Sui :  Ai  a*  RapHMHtatlTW  of  dw  people  tt  tba 
Doileil  Statu,  m  oamMt  but  paiti<^ata  In  tbe 
tboogeat  Mmnlulit;  to  trtrj  bleumg  irtuah  Ibaj  bd- 
jof,  uid  clieerfallf  Huuwith  vou  inpatoasd  gntitoda 
to  the  Antbor  of  »U  Good  ior  the  muDenniB  and  ex- 
tnordiQar;  blesangi  which  He  hai  oanfeired  on  ont 
fa-Tored  conDliy. 

A  final  *nd  romwl  tenoinallm  of  the  dirtreniug 
war  which  haii  TBTaeed  oar  Noith-weltem  frontiBi, 
wIU  be  an  event  whidi  mnN  allbrd  Ntiifaetion  pro- 
portimed  to  die  aDzlBtrwith  which  it  haa  long  been 
Mo^t ;  and  in  the  a4}aMBB«ut  of  the  tenu,  we  per- 
tutn  Ibe  true  policj  m  making  Aem  eatirfhotcij  to 
the  Indiau  ai  well  aa  to  tba  Uoited  Statea,  aa  the 
bMt  ba»  et  a  dorable  banqoiUi^.  The  diqiontion 
«f  raefa  of  the  Sonthani  tribsa  aa  bad  alK>  beietitfaie 
tmwjed  our  frontiar,  ii  i~i^hiT  pronaot  in  cor  dtna- 
tion  w  important  tothe  inlcieit and  hap^neiiof  the 
Cniled  State*,  that  it  ii  mnch  to  be  huneiited  that 
(07  cUmdi  dionld  be  ^irown  orv  it,  more  eapeoialiy 
bjexoeBMOQtbepait  ofoor  own  dliiena. 

While  onr  pinmlatioD  ia  adTaooiiig  with  a  celeil^ 
irideh  axoeeda  the  motf  aaDgaine  cslcnlatioiia — wlllla 
•my  pert  of  tbe  United  State*  dlqikvi  Indicadont 
of  iqad  and  tstIoiii  improrement — while  we  an  In 

■nd  wholeMme  iawi,  admlniitaied  bj  GOTenunenta 
(bonded  on  the  ^eanine  peiooiplee  of  ntlmal  Ubarty, 
a  Nome  fbtmdatwD  wHl  be  laid  En  aooekiBting,  ma- 
larin^  and  eatablidiiDg  the  prcqieiitj  of  our  oonittij, 
It  b;  lt«a^   and  amicable  negotiation,  all  theae 
euKe  of  eatemal  diaoord  wliich  heratofiire  mraa 
onctranquiUi^ahalllie  eatingoiahe^,  on  terma  01 
pallble  with  anr  Dational  li^U  and  lionor,  with 
eoDitltiUion  and  great  oommBrmal  intereata. 

Among  the  variona  ciiciimitaiioea  in  oar  internal 
dtnalioa,  none  can  be  viewed  with  more  utiifiction 
and  exnltation,  than  that  the  late  aoene  of  disorder 
and  intniiection  hai  been  completely  Teatorod  to  the 
■qjoyiDenl  of  order  and  n>p(ii&  Sndi  a  trhim[di  of 
nam  and  of  law  k  mtntbj  of  the  firee  Goremment 
aadec  which  it  lu^ffMied,  uid  waa  Jnatlyto  be  hoped 
IVtm  tbe  anlightaned  and  patdctiD  ^ot  which  po^ 
ralM  &d  actuate*  tbe  peejle  of  tbe  IMted  Statea. 

In  eaotem]datiag  that  qieetacla  of  natioiial  hap- 
pJBMiwhiehoQroomtfiy  exbJMla.andofTAich  jbn, 
lii,  hiTB  been  [ilaaaed  to  nalu  an  intenalina  inm- 
vtj,  pannit  na  to  acknowledge  anddeclara  me-neiy 


ala  ■ttHthment  whieh  wo  feel  for  joar  chuaoter. 

The  aereral  intereating  mtnect*  which  yon  lecom- 
■Mnd  to  OQT  coD^deratimi,  will  riweive  every  d^ree 
«f  attention  which  b  dne  to  tbem.  And  whilit  we 
M  the  obli^tfien  of  tempeianoe  and  mntoal  indol- 
jmMlnall  oar  diaonHdona,  we  tmat  and  pn^  that 
■an  naolt  to  die  h^ndneaaud  wrifueof  o«r  ooontry 
■aaf  oom^ODd  with  die  pnre  Bnodoo  we  bear  to 

To  tbb  tongdag  Addrem,  tbe  Pbwsknt  via 
ikMsd  to  make  tbe  following  reply : 


:  Coming  a*  yon  do  from  all  part*  of 

™  Unitad  Stataa,  t  recein  great  latiAction  from 
lae  eouiuireuoa  of  jxm  teatimony  in  the  jmtneia  of 
™  inlere*ting  mmmaiy  of  onr  national  happinera. 
™At  a*  tha  molt  of  my  inqnirlee,  I  presenlad  to 
3^  litw.  The  aentimeDta  we  have  mntnally  ex- 
pwed  of  infoond  gtMltode  to  the  BOtme  of  Iheaa 
VeuI,-38 


mmtarena  blmiiythe  ABOor  cC  aQ  Oood— « 
pledge*  ol  oar  obOgation*  to  onito  oar  tinean  and 
cealni*  endeavoti,  aa  the  inatrnmentaof  DiTina  I>io«- 
Idenoe,  to  praaerre  and  parpetnate  them. 

Aecepti  gentlemen,  my  Ukank*  fbr  yoor  deolaiar 
tion,  that  to  my  ageaej  von  aaoiibe  the  eojoyment 
of  a  great  dare  oftbeaa  benefit*.  Sofar  aamy  ler- 
Tloe*  contribnte  to  the  haf^ineaa  irf  my  conatiy,  the 
iknowbdgmant  irf'  my  filknr-cititena,  and  dielr 
Ibedonato  attaebment,  wHl  ever  prove  an  abnulaiit 
Tvmid.  G.  WASHINGTOIT 


TtiisiUT,  December  82. 
Nathabtil  Shite,  ftom  Ootmeotiont^  appear- 
ed,  waa  qnalifled,  and  took  lua  seat  in  the 


Tmnm>iT,  December  24. 
OHBinvPHXB  Gbbkhvp,  from  Eentno^,  q^ 
peared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

UoKSAT,  December  S8. 
Abdkkw  QsMo^f  from  Pennqylvanla,  tmeat^ 


Sebtut  BrntdaU—Om  ^Bribtrf. 
Mr.  Qmra,  of  Sontb  OaroHna,  requested  the 
attention  of  tbe  Eoose,  fitr  a  moment^  to  a  Bub- 
jeot  of  a  very  delicate  natnre.  He  nnderetood 
that  a  memorial  waa,  this  morning,  to  be  pre* 
Banted  from  B4nne  iudividnals,  applying  for  a 
grant  <^  a  large  tract  of  Western  territory,  and 
aa  tJba  Honaa  had  reforred  all  snoh  u)plicatJona 
to  the  committee  for  bringing  in  Uie  Luid  OiBce 
BilL  of  whid)  he  waa  Chairman ;  and,  aa  It  waa 
probable  that  the  memorial,  abont  to  be  pre- 
aented,  wonld  be  diapoeed  1^  in  the  same  man- 
ner, he  ccmceiTed  it  a  do^  Ineombent  upon  him 
to  dlsdoee  to  the  Eoiue,  at  tbie  time,  some  tSr^ 
onmstaooee  whiob  had  oome  to  his  knowledge; 
Ur.  81DCH  thai  said  that,  on  Tnesday  evening 
lut,  a  fvnem  et  the  bkoo  of  Kandall  caUed  on 
Mm,  reqaestiDg  an  hoar  of  confidential  conver- 
aation.  In  the  interriew  which  took  place, 
RandaU  made  a  commonication  to  the  follow- 
ing eSect:  He  intended  to  present  a  memorial, 
on  tbe  Monday  following,  to  Oongreaa,  for  a 
grant  of  all  tbe  Vestem  lands  lying  between 
Lakea  Hlohigan,  &ie,  and  Hnron,  to  tbe  amonnt 
He,  and  his 
lanada  mer- 

_.  thelndianSj 

propoeed  to  f<mn  a  company,  and  to  uidertake 
the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,  provided  Oon- 
greea  wonld  oede  to  tbem  the  fee-dmple  of  the 
land.  The  property  would  be  divideitiiito  fcrty 
shares,  twenty-fonr  of  which  shonld  be  reeerved 
for  anch  members  of  Oodctcss  aa  migbt  favor 
the  scheme,  and  might  be  iDclined  to  come  into 
it,  after  the  adjonrmnent  of  Oongrees,  on  the 
game  terms  as  the  original  associates.  Randall 
himself  had  the  di^Miaal  of  twelv*  shsrea,  fbr 


(f  abont  twen^  milUona  of 
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BHnbon  ftom  tlw  Sontfaem  States,  and  e,  col- 
leogiM  of  hU,  ft  like  number  Tor  tbose  of  the 
Kutem  SCatee.  A  certjun  number  of  aluires 
ware  to  be  the  property  of  those  OaoAda  raer- 
riuwta,  who  had  ta  n&bonnded  inflaence  over 
the  Indlsng  ooonpjing  thoee  lands,  and  who 
would,  if  this  plan  niooeeded,  pacify  those  In- 
dians, who  were  the  most  hostile  to  the  United 
States ;  that  0«n.  WkToe's  treaty  wu  a  mere 
delusion,  and  that,  without  the  cooperation  of 
thoee  influential  peraons,  the  United  States 
wonld  nerer  have  peace  in  that  qnarter.  Hi. 
SiDTH  said  that  he  ootnmtuiioated  this  overtnm, 
the  next  morning,  to  Mr.  Mitrbat,  one  of  the 
membere  from  luryUnd,  reqnesting  his  advloa 
how  to  proceed  on  so  deuoaU  an  oooasion ;  that 
ib.  McTBBAT  reoommended  a  discloaare  to  Ur. 
HxNKT,  of  the  Senate,  and  that,  on  a  ooDsolta- 
tion  with  thoM  gentlemen,  it  was  resotred  that 
it  was  Ur.  Smith's  dn^  to  make  an  immediate 
oomronnication  of  the  matter  to  the  PusmEtiT, 
which  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  UvBBiT  rose  next.  He  had  reoeived  an 
application  of  the  same  natore,  hat  having  al- 
ready heard  of  the  proposal,  "I  wan,"  add  he, 
"  in  a  state  of  preparation,  and  my  virtue  had 
sot  anoh  a  shook  to  enoonnter,  as  that  of  the 
gentleman  last  up."  Mr.  H.  corroborated  what 
Mr.  Shtth  had  sud  as  to  the  oommoiuoation  of 
this  afiur  to  himeeir.  He  added,  that  be  had  ad- 
vised Mr.  BuTB  to  give  Randall  another  meet- 
ing, for  the  pnrpoee  of  developing  his  sohemee 
and  expectations  more  folly.  Hr.  M.  said  that 
Mr.  Smith  informed  him  on  Wedneaday  morn- 
ing; next  day,  in  the  morning,  he  informed 
31r.  EsNBT,  of  the  Senate.    Hr.  Smtih,  on  that 


,  informed  the  PuamKr.    On  that  day 

nrsdav,)  Mr.  Randall  was  introdnoed  to  him, 

and  asked  an  interview  at  his  lodgiog;  he  gave 


(Thar 


1  appointment,  at  fire  in  we  afternoon. 
Mr.  Hehbt  and  he  were  together  when  Koadall 
came  in.  Randall  talked  about  the  poUoy  of 
extingnifhing  the  Indian  title'  to  the  Peninenla 
form^  by  Lalcee  Erie,  Huron,  and  Miohi^an, 
oont^ning  abont  eighteen  or  twenty  miUions 
of  acres  of  very  good  land;  and  talked  in  terms 
that  he  might  have  employed  from  a  pulpit 
He  did  not  moke  any  oomipt  overtures,  till  Mr. 
M.  had  oarried  turn  into  nis  own  apartment. 
There  Randall  opened  lus  proposals,  oa  had  been 
befcve  mentioned  by  Mr.  Burnt,  observing  that 
if  Congress  wonld  sell  this  land  to  him  and  hia 
oompany,  they  intended  to  divide  it  intoiorty 
or  forty-one  sharee.  Twenty-four  shares  were 
to  be  appropriated  to  such  members  of  Oongreae 
as  chose  to  support  the  memorial,  which  would 
be  prestinted  on  Monday.  The  membere  were 
to  nave  their  shares  upon  the  same  term*  on 
which  his  company  shonld  obttun  the  land.  The 
company  would  give  five  hundred  thousand,  or 
perbapa  a  million  of  dollora:  bnt  on  Mr.  M.'s 
uipareot  acquiescence  in  hia  views,  he  said  that 
the  aharea  would  be  given  to  the  members  who 
advocated  the  meaanre,  if  they  pleased  to  ao- 


ment  of  land  specnlatione,  for  which  be,  pv- 
aoually,  had  no  gentru;  and  theo  RsndaO  is- 
RtantJy  tmved  ont  the  cat,  and  told  him  HutH 
lt«  did  not  <duMMe  the  ahm  irf  land,  be  dwdl 
have  cash  in  hand  for  his  share.  Mr.  Sxbi 
and  Mr.  Mubbat  hod  reaolved  to  discloee  ttni 
to  the  Honae,  lest  some  innocent  member  mi^ 
ofi'er  a  memorial  and  become  liable  to  Biuiridca. 
Randall  bad  hinted  that  larger  [awpottkna 
wonld  be  asugned  to  the  moi«  aotjve  mnmbet^ 
and  leaeer  once  for  the  small  fioh. 

The  Spuxib  then  roee,  and  exproMed  a  wM 
that  some  gentleman  wonld  more  fbr  an  arte 
to  apprehend  Randall  Upon  this,  Mr.  Bmrt 
agun  rose,  and  said  that  a  warrant  to  tlris  cAct 
hod  yesterday  been  issned  by  the  Pyy^ififf, 
and  to  support  which  Mr.  S.  had  made  oath  be- 
^m^<- 

Mr.  GiLXB  next  rose,  and  observed  that  an-ap- 
plication  from  the  same  Mr.  Randall  fa»d  beta 
made  to  himself.    Besides  a  repetitioD  <^sons 

Esrticolara  already  stated,  he  told  Mr.  G.  that 
e  had  already  seoored  thirty  or  fcoty  "»*™t— 
of  this  Uonse,  bnt  he  wanted  to  eeottre  tfana 
other  members,  if  Mr.  G.  reeoUeeted  rigfaL  He 
added,  that  he  bad  already  seomvd  a  m^cri^ 
of  the  Senate.  When  this  proponl  wvs  first 
made,  which  Mr.  O.  tbooght  was  about  ten  days 
ago,  a  member  from  New-Yoi4  (Mr.  Ijtctss- 
toh)  was  present  Randall  had  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  say,  that  a  written  agreement  woa 
drawn  oat,  and  sobscribed  by  a  number  ot 
Eastern  members,  and  he  wished  Mr.  G.  to  ex- 
tend another  obligation  of  the  same  kind  ^tha 
Sonthem  memb^ ;  the  purport  of  which  pop^ 
was  anderatood  to  be,  Uiat  the  membon  w^ 
voted  in  support  of  the  diapoaal  of  the  land^ 
were  to  be  aecnred  in  a  stipulated  share  of  tfa«u, 
without  having  their  names  moitioiMd  in  tite 
deed.  Mr.  G.  wasMlidtoastoleam  tJiejnmea 
of  the  members  who  had  already  entered  into 
the  negotiation,  but  Randall  asmred  hiso,  tlut, 
troja  motives  of  delicacy,  he  durst  not  oom- 
mnnioate  any  of  the  names.  Mr.  G.  then  do- 
sired  a  sight  of  the  agreement,  that  he  mi^t 
be  able  to  -oomprehend  its  meaning,  before  be 
abonld  attempt  to  draw  any  similar  paper.  Tha 
man  called  a  second  time,  and,  as  Mr.  G.  oou- 
ceived,  about  four  days  ago,  but  had  nevw  pro- 
duced the  deed  or  any  draft  of  it  Mr.  Q.  hMl 
already  communicated  the  proposal  to  aeveral 
members,  and,  in  partioolar,  to  the  Spma^iK. 

The  8pu.bu  (Mr.  Dayton)  mentiooed,  that 
Mr.  GiLis  had,  some  time  ago,  infi»ined  him  at 
the  propoBsL  He  replied,  that  if  an  t^porta- 
nity  offered,  he  would  take  care  to  aeleot  a 
committee  oonsiBtJng  of  members  anre  to  detoet 
the  gnilty,  if  any  such  conld  exist ;  adding  that 
he  expected  the  Uonse  to  believe  Uiat  he  would 
not  have  used  snob  words,  but  on  bo  exlraocdir 


Mr.  Cbbistib  aud,  that  be  was  the  pmao 
who  had  introdnoed  Randall  to  Mr.  Skbb 
and  Mr.  Udbbat.    He  had  long  known  hte, 
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Ittion,  sod  fainted  that  he,  Hr.  C,  mi^t  accept 
]f  ft  share.  In  replf,  Ur.  0.  bad  aarared  him 
thftt  be  oonid  not  poesibly  have  a  oonoem  in 
1117  auch  trantaotion.  B^daU  bad  not,  to  Hr. 
0.,  insinaated  that  any  nndne  advanUge  would 
Home  to  members  aopporting  the  intended 
parohaee. 

Mr.  BncK,  a  member  trom  Termont,  men- 
lioned  tliat  a  peraon  of  the  name  of  Whitney, 
vho  appears  to  have  been  an  aHociate  with 
Bandall,  bad  called  upon  him  in  the  coiintrj 
Ifitii  a  proposal  (^  this  kind. 

Hi.  U4DIB0H  said,  that  the  penon  referred 
to  had  also  oalled  upon  him,  and  told  him  of 
bis  having  widted  npon  many  members,  and, 
aacmg  (he  rest,  apon  tim  Sfuxib.  Mr.  Huii- 
MS  said,  that  the  oonvetwtioa  waa  rather  sbort, 
owing,  perhape,  to  the  ooldneea  with  whiob  the 
•dvanoea  of  Mr.  Bandall  were  received.  Ur. 
Vadisoh  had  already  learned,  through  his  friend 
from  Virginia  (Hr.  Qilks,)  tbe  state  in  which 
the  bnuaeee  was.  He  did  not  wish  to  alarm 
the  peraon  by  too  much  abmptneaa,  and,  at  the 
lame  time,  be  did  not  wish  to  ^ve  himself  any 
tmneeassary  tronble  aboot  it,  aa  he  understood 
that  it  wonld  be  properly  managed  witbont  bis 
iBlerferenoe. 


Tms&T,  December  %9. 

Com  tifSoHdaUand  FAtteay. 

A  retoni  was  made  by  Mr.  Jobcpb  Thkatoit, 

Sergeant-at-Arma  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Hr:  Whbitoh  stated  that,  agreeably  to 
the  order  from  tbe  Spei.esb,  be  nad  t^en 
iolo  custody  the  bodies  of  Robert  Randall  and 
Charles  Whitney,  and  kept  them  at  tbe  disposal 
of  tbe  HonsA. 

Mr.  W.  Smtth  moved,  that  a  Oommittae  of 
Privilegea,  consisting  of  seven  members,  ahonld 
be  appointed,  and  inatrccted  to  oondder  and 
report  with  respect  to  tbe  proper  mode  of  pro- 
eeeding  in  this  case  as  to  Robert  Randall,  and 
that  tbe  said  committoe  shall  have  leave  to  ut 
immediately. 

It  was  likewise  moved  that  the  name 
Oharles  Whitoey  shoald  be  comprehended 
the  rewlntion,  because  he  also  was  taken  into 
onstodv.      Tbe    reaolotioo,  sa  amended, 
agreed'  to.    Mr.  Bixowis,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
MraKAT,  Mr.  Corr,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr,  LivTNoeioN, 
and  Mr.  Ooodbub,  were    named    for  a  com- 
mittee. 

Randall  was  now  brought  in,  by  Mr.  Whz^- 
fOK,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  aod  tbe  City  MarahHl. 
Ihat  part  of  the  Journals  which  refers  to  bis 
eondact  was  read  to  him. 

The  SpEAXXs  then  intorrogated  tbe  prisoner, 
whether"  these  cbargea  were  true  or  false !  Ran- 
dall rejiiied  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  answer. 
He  hi  ped  that  time  wonld  be  given  him.  The 
^BMtEB  asked  what  time  he  wanted!  He 
eonld  Dot  positively  tell;  perhaps  till  tbe  day 
after 


Hr.  W.  SviTH  was  dispoaed  to  give  him  Qte 

ne  required, 

Hr.  Bloukt  s^  that  he  felt  for  Ua  own  dig- 
nity as  a  member  of  the  Honse.  and  for  tbe 
dignity  of  theHonae.  To  snfFbr  tne  prisoner  to 
go  away  from  the  bar  till  be  had  said  guilty,  or 
not  gouty,  when  thirty  or  forty  members  are 
poatively  charged  with  such  conduct,  and  we 
goffer  the  oalprit  to  withdraw,  without  obliging 
him  to  ezplun,  will  exoite  public  soapidon  that 
guilt  is  here. 

Randall  waa  then  ordered  to  withdraw,  till 
tbe  discossion  should  be  over. 

Mr.  RiTTasBFOBD  was  for  making  bim  aay  yea 

no,  directly,  as  to  tbe  guilt.  If  he  wants  to 
have  time  for  pleading  any  thing  in  mitigation 
of  bis  punishment,  that  is  a  quite  different  affair. 
But  the  honor  of  the  House  waa  ooncemed  In 
making  blm  give  an  immediate  answer  to  thft 
qneriee  now  pnL 

Mr.  KixaouBi  was  for  brining  Bandall  for- 
ward directly.  He  ongbt  not  to  be  allowed 
lime  to  think  of  an  answer. 

Mr.  Eabpkb  felt  as  much  as  any  man  for  tbe 
dignity  of  tbe  House,  but  this  wonld  not  indnoe 
him  to  proceed  in  a  hniry.  Mr.  H.  enlarged  on 
tbe  danger  of  indnlging  paaaion  on  this  subject 
It  would  be  wrong  to  foroe  tbe  prisoner  to 
answer  unprepared.  What  if  be  refbsea  to  an- 
swer at  all  t  Oon^asion  amounts,  in  this  case, 
to  oonviotion.    He  was  for  granting  iudulgenoe. 

Mr.  YiKiBU  felt  as  much  as  any  man  for 
the  dignity  of  the  Hoose.  At  the  same  time, 
he  fdt  himself  above  suspicion,  and  theHonae 
above  it.  He  wonld  not  wish  to  trample  on 
the  righta  of  an  indivldnal.  He  saw  no  danger 
that  oonld  arise  to  the  House  from  a  short  delav. 
He  referred  to  what  Mr.  Ej.si'eb  had  sul 
about  the  hardship  of  making  any  man  convict 
bimaelf. 

Ur.  OiAiBomn  was  also  utdnst  bmrying  the 
prisoner.  He  recommendea  that  ooolneas  and 
moderation  should  diatingnish  tbe  proceedings 
of  the  House. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put,  whether  tbe  pris- 
oner should  be  obliged  to  answer  immediately. 
Ayes  42,  noes  48. 


Bute,  tb 
o'clock,  t 


he  should  be  allowed  tlil  twelve 


Mr.  Blount  propoaed  the  yeas  and  navs  on 
tbe  latter  question.  A  manbnr  observed  that 
they  should  rather  have  been  pat  on  the  one 
immediately  preceding.  Tbe  motion  was  sup- 
ported only  by  four  or  five  members.  A  fifth 
part  of  the  House  are  reqiusite  fbr  calling  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Blodnt  then  laid  on  the  table  a  long 
resolution.  It  waa,  in  substance,  that  before 
Randall  waa  recommit'eil,  he  shoiildbe  interro- 
gated aa  to  who  were  the  thirty  or  forty  mem- 
ber that  had  been  gained  to  the  scheme. 

Mr.  Hipper  tbonght  it  eitraordinary  to  bring 
a  culprit  before  tbe  Honse  for  contempt  of  it, 
and  Uien  encourage  bim  to  criminate  memben. 
He  ahoold  ever  proteat  against  persona  bdug 
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propoMd  by  Kr,  Btoinrr,  the  words :  "  And  if 
jon  did,  vho  are  the  memben  whom  yon  oon- 
aidered  u  wo  wcnrad;  and  what  were  yoor 
reasODS  for  thinking  them  so  secured  t "  This 
was  the  Ust  cUnse  of  an  interroeatorr  which 
Mr.  Blourt  proposed  patting  to  Rand^ 

Ur.  BLornn  dedared  that  he  had  never  metuit 
bringing  an  nocoser  to  the  liar,  or  proponnding 
B  aaestion  that  should  bring  forth  an  aoonsatjon. 

Hr.  £Ubpxb  replied. 

Ur.  Bloott  then  modified  his  reaolntion,  by 
■triking  oat  the  exceptionable  words ;  to  wfaiob 
Ifr.  Haxpkb  then  agreed. 

Mr.  MusKA-T  called  apon  gentlemen  b;f  their 
aeniiibility  to  personal  dignity,  and  the  charao- 
ter  of  the  Uonse,  to  arrest  the  motion.  Its  ttm- 
d«ioy  oertunly  was  to  place  the  honor  of  the 
Honse,  or  of  a  very  great  part  of  it,  in  the 
power  of  a  man  of  whoae  profligacy  of  principle 
there  conld  now  be  no  doubt  Will  yon,  ne 
observed,  permit,  nay,  invite  Mm,  whom  von 
•naign  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  to  be  a  pablio 
■oeuaer  f  Will  yon  adopt  a  charge  against  bim, 
whloh  is  In  its  natore  an  impntstion  that  how- 
ever Ughtly  and  wickedly  made,  will  implicate 
perhape  Innocent  men  f  These  men,  to  reeone 
their  own  repntations,  will  be  obliged  to  risk 
their  obaractora,  on  the  weight  of  their  vera- 
city, by  denying  this  man's  charge  in  the  face 
of  a  world  but  too  prone  to  snspect  By  this 
motion,  Bandall's  assertion  to  the  gentleman 
fhim  Vir^nia,  (Mr,  Gilbb,)  the  only  member 
wlko  has  mentioned  it,  is  to  be  alleged  agdnat 
lUndall  as  an  offence.  That  BamMl  smd  to 
the  gentleman  that  there  were  thirty  or  forty 
members  aecnred,  he  had  no  doabt;  bat  he 
believed  the  ihot  to  be  that  Randall  was  both 
deoeived  himself  and  attempted  to  deceive  the 
gentleman.  Why,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  fellow  told 
me  that  those  thirty  members  were  secnred 
Mr.  M.  had  not  thonght  proper  to  state  that 
droomstance,  beoanse  he  ^d  not  so  maoh  consi- 
der it  as  a  &ct  ma(«ria]  to  the  detection  of 
Bandall's  gnilt,  as  it  was  one  which,  if  men- 
tioned, might  posmbly  afford  to  malice  an  op- 
portonity  of  amiing  a  stignu  to  any  thirty  or 
forty  names  at  which  personal  enmity  might 
point  'So  pnblic  good  conld  roenlt  from  snch  a 
disdoenre ;  for  the  assertion  of  sooh  a  man  as 
Kendall  conld  not,  among  men  of  honor,  be 
deemed  a  snffloient  ground  of  suspicion ;  and 
yet  the  mahce  of  the  world,  or  the  rancor  of 
nersonid  enemies  might  attach  sospicion  and 
Infiuny  to  almost  the  whole  Honse,  from  the 
tndefinitenesa  of  the  charge.  When  Randall 
informed  him,  on  Thnrsdaj  night,  tiiat  there 
were  thirty  members  who  wonld  support  his 
measnres,  he  hadfelt  in  the  very  oondact  which 
he  then  was  himself  pnrsning  to  detect  Randall, 
to  armt  hia  aohema,  a  prindple  of  candor  to- 
waids  others,  which  taught  him  that  other  gen- 
flemen  to  whom  Randall  had  oonunnnicated  his 
Boheme  confidentially,  were  probably  determin- 
ed as  honestly  as  himself  to  omsh  the  infamoos 


plot  agunst  the  honor  of  the  House.  He  iaa 
that  ho  who  woold  be  wicked  «noagh  tosttonfl 
sedaction,  mi^t  be  weak  enongh  to  ose  da 
intelligence  artfuQy,  fbr  the  parpose  of  le*£i( 
him  the  more  readily  to  accept  terms  of  in&Bii; 
because  the  ott}ect  was  paint«d  as  eaaily  ittiii- 
able,  and  that  Randall  might  wmh  to  dini^ 
all  qnalms,  by  exhibiting  a  pretended  grom  J 
accomplices  whose  company  wonld  at  W 
diminiah  the  wpearanoe  of  alDgiilarity.  I  » 
tertaioed,  said  Mr.  M,  no  snspio^oa  of  any  ma 
— I  knew  Randall  to  be  a  oompt  man  mm  la 
offen  to  myself — I  therefore  placed  all  hisistd- 
ligenoe  to  tbe  score  of  flimsy  art :  I  kner  Dai 
snoh  a  man  was  not  to  be  (hlly  bdieved,  who* 
his  interest  was  to  magnify  his  snecesB.  1  dre* 
ftTonible  BDBpioes  with  reniect  to  the  etofi  tt 
which  I  belong,  fivm  anotner  piece  of  intdB- 
genoe  of  his,  which  was,  that  be  commomeitol 
to  some  members,  one  of  whom  he  bad  nmti, 
and  whom  I  knew  to  be  a  man  of  haux,  k 
what  he  called  the  general  itay.  This  geoenl 
way  was  a  display  of  the  sounder  part  of  !■ 
scheme  merely,  and  not  the  corrupt ;  conastnf 
in  developing  the  advantages  which  wooU  n- 
Hult  to  the  Union  in  the  disposal  of  their  Iniii, 
provided  the  harmony  of  tJie  Indians  conU)* 
secnred.  In  this  view  of  his  plan  he  gave  tb 
sntjeot  an  attitnde  &r  from  nnimpoeing;  nd 
I  oonceived  that,  as  in  proportion  to  the  niuB- 
bers  engaged  confidentially  he  most  knotr  t^ 
the  hazard  of  detection  increaaed,  he  wonl^  net 
commnnicate  the  oormpt  view  as  long  u  ba 
foand  Che  more  honest  part  of  the  policy  migU 
appear  to  strike  any  gentleman  as  a  meum 
nset^l  to  his  coantrj ;  1  therefore  did  not  belitn 
Randall,  in  the  sense  he  evidently  intended; 
therefore,  Ar,  I  did  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  «> 
mention  the  assertion  which  I  conceived  to  h 
unavailing  as  a  oircnmstance  neoecsary  (o  tlM 
example  I  wished  to  make,  bat  which,  if  ««- 
'  tted,  I  thoaght  might  cast  a  stais,  by  iw 
■«  (i...  =..-j^™j  T*  npon  a  body  irhoie 
d  sacred  to  the  ooofl- 
My  duty  was  to  hinj 
Randall's  attempt  to  oorropt  nneqoivccsQy  into 
light,  not  by  repeating  aQ  the  arts  which  b» 
excited  to  corrupt;  nor  by  exhibitiiig  tbem  ill 
a  way  that  ml^ht  wound  the  feelings  rf  nie"  * 
honor,  who,  if  charged  even  personaDj  Ij 
Randall,  wonld  have  no  refiige  from  odinm  W 
in  their  characters  and  connter-aseertion:  tlii^ 
thootfh  always  concluave  with  those  who  pa- 
Boually  know  them,  is  not  a  protection  to  miw 
of  sensibility  agtunst  the  stings  (tf  cslmDnj. 
The  voice  of  fame  is  not  composed  fiiffl  ^ 
voice  of  men  of  honor. 

Mr.  HiLLBonsx  was  convinced  that  theW* 
not  a  gentleman  in  the  Hoose,  whose  ohtra^ 
rested  on  so  Blender  a  foundation,  aa  to  be  >!- 
fected  by  any  thbg  that  tiiia  man  coda  »r- 
He  felt  no  anxiety  for  the  repjt&tion  of  w 
Honse,  for  he  knew  tbat  it  was  not  in  t» 
smallest  danger.  The  resolnlion  went  njaw 
to  make  Randall  confess  that  he  had  stid  » »» 
BO.    It  implied  nothing  to  afied  manben.  a 
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mu)  covered  with  ialamy  making  gnch  obargee 
oould  Dot  ezpeot  credit,  or  obtain  it  from  any 
body.  Mr.  HiLLEOCHi  wbb,  for  these  reaBOns,  in 
Ikvor  ot  the  reaotntion  for  interrogatiDg  Randall, 
The  reaolntion  was  now  read,  ts  follows: 
>*  Raohed,  That  it  be  made  ■  obusa  igaiiut  Iha 
Mtid  Robert  Raodsll,  that  hn  declar^  to  t  nsmber 
of  this  HoTue,  that  *  immlMr  ooaa^hig  of  not  1cm 
Aan  thirtf  memban  of  thii  HooM  tma  ongiged  lo 

Randall  was  than  bronght  to  the  bftr.    The 

reeolation  was  read  to  him,  and  be  was  informed 

that  he  must  answer  it  to-morrow,  at  IS  o'clock 

A.  motioD  for*  w^oumiiig  wis  then  made. 

Avee^  S6 ;  so  it  was  loeL 

It  was  next  moved  and  agreed,  that  Whitnej 
■honld  b«  brought  to  the  oar.  The  Spxaxkx 
then  said,  lathis  the  prisoner  f  AnswsredjTes. 
What  is  ;roiir  name  t  Charles  Whitn^.  What 
is  fonr  nsaal  place  of  reradenoe  t  Vermont. 
What  are  yon t  I  was  bred  to  the &rmin2bD- 
slness.  Do  yon  know  one  Robert  Randall  t  Tea. 
The  Clerk  will  read  to  yon  the  (di&iise  that  haa 
occasioned  your  being  brought  here,  "nie  charge, 
>a  Etat«d  in  the  jonraal  of  the  Hoose,  was  then 
read  to  the  prisoner.  He  wasnext  interrogated 
hy  the  Sfukxb,  an  follows :  Are  yon  gnilty,  or 
not  gnilty  t  Not  gnilty.  Are  yon  ready  to  speak 
in  your  defence  t  I  am  ready  to  tell  every  thing. 
Are  jon  prepared  to  do  so  just  now  ?  Tee. 
Whitney  then  stated  that  he  was  connected  with 
B^n^^a^l  in  A  plan  for  the  purchase  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  milUoos  of  acres  of  land,  lying  be- 
tween the  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Uichigan. 
He  had  come  to  town  on  the  design  (^  present- 
ing a  petition  to  Oongreas,  bat  had  no  know- 
ledge of  any  improper  kind  of  applicationa. 
Randall  had  several  times  called  npon  him  at 
hb  lodgingB,  at  the  Green  Tree,  in  North  Fonrth 
street  He  oonddered  the  scheme  to  be  of  pro- 
bable advantage,  and  a  handsome  thing  to  the 
United  States  as  well  as  to  the  prisoner l)iraseU| 
who  repeatedlv  observed  that  he  wonU  not  have 
engaged  in  it^  bnt  with  a  view  partly  to  Us  own 
faitereat  He  had  \risbed  to  engage  infloential 
characters  in  the  hnrfnesa.  He  vaa  then  asked 
what  aasooiates  be  bad.  He  answered,  ColMiel 
Pepnne  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  State  of  Masaa- 
chmetta ;  and  l£r.  Ebe^ezer  Allen,  of  Yermont. 
He  also,  npon  a  qnery  from  the  S^uxbb,  men- 
tioned the  name  of  another  person,  which  was 
not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  asked  if  the  part- 
ners meant  to  divide  the  land  into  fcrty  sharte. 
He  answered  forty-one;  bat  this  was  only  in 
^eenlation.  They  had  only  a  rough  Idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  land,  which  was  inhabited  by  the 
Wyandota,  and  was  of  a  very  good  soil.  The 
■nd  was  b>  he  divided  among  the  proprietors. 
The  prisoner  knew,  in  geaenl,  frm»  Randall, 
that  he  called  on  Mr.  Siote,  and  other  mem- 
Ws;  hot  was  not  privy  to,  nor  snspeoted  any 
Ubecomins  overtures.  He  was  then  asked  the 
"aiDM  of  the  assodates  at  Detroit.  He  men- 
tooned  Ur.  Erskine,  Mr.  Robertson,  Ur.  Innea, 
Hr.PattiBon,andUr.£rd±ie,Janior.  He  said 
tw  acme  ot  {Ji^n  were  TiutiM  tmders,  to  a 


oonsidenble  extent  He  had  oalied  at  Mr. 
Bitot's,  of  Vermont,  (a  member  of  the  HoittB,) 
as  he  wBs  riding  by  his  house.  He  knew  him 
to  be  a  gentleman  of  character,  whose  name 
wonld  add  credit  to  the  basineea.  He  had  told 
him  that  there  were  several  other  persons  In- 
tending  to  be  oonoemed,  and  that,  if  it  was 
ooo^stent  with  his  situation  as  a  member  of 
Oongreas,  he  wonld  be  ^d  to  have  him  engag- 
ed, bnt  at  the  same  time  carefully  noticed  that 
this  propoiud  was  conditionally  made,  and  only 
if  it  waa  proper.  He  was  asked  what  Mr. 
Erskine  was.  He  is  called  Judge  Erskine,  bnt 
whether  he  is  now  a  judge,  or  only  wae  one  la 
some  other  part  of  ibe  country,  at  a  former 
period,  the  prisoner  cannot  telL  Yon  say  that 
j^n  came  to  Philadelphia  about  a  month  ago. 
Why  were  yon  so  long  in  presMiting  yonr  peti- 
tion i  He  had  a  l»d  oold,  and  had  been  sictk, 
and  wanted  to  make  a  personal  explanation  to 
the  members  before  bringing  the  afBdr  before 
the  Houe.  Have  yon  got  any  new  assodatea 
in  this  d^)  Kone.  Ur.  LivnrenoN  then  pro- 
posed a  qneetion,  Whether  any  of  the  shares 
bad  been  left  tmappropriated  by  yonr  BModates 
and  you  I  Answer  :  It  was  at  his  own  option 
to  dispose  of  shares  as  he  pleased.  He  was 
asked  if  he  could  produce  any  written  agree- 
ment between  himself  and  his  assodatee.  He 
believed  that  he  conid,  and  that  it  wonld  do 
him  no  barm  to  do  so.  It  was  at  the  Green 
Tree.  But,  aeamatterof  candor,  he  requested 
time  to  oondder  whether  the  production  of  it 
ootdd  hurt  him  or  not.  This  ended  the  exam- 
ination. 

Mr.  W.  Shuh  thm  made  a  motion,  oonristinK 
of  three  points,  that  Whitney  iboold  be  wdered 
to  re-appear  at  the  ba^  at  twelve  o'do^,  to- 
morrow; that  be  abonld  be  ordered  to  prodooe 
the  bond;  and  that,  till  tomorrow,  be  tbonld 
be  reminded  to  the  cnstody  of  the  Oitv  Uarshal. 
It  was  Ukewise  reoommended  that,  till  to-raoi^ 
row,  the  two  prismien  be  bept  in  leparata 
^Mrtments. 

ib.  OooDHUK  reoneated  that  Whitney  ml^t 
be  ordered  to  witbaraw;  which  was  done.  He 
then  related  that  the  priaoner  bod  made  an  ai^ 
plication  to  hun  at  diflerent  times.  Ur.  Ooon- 
HTx  told  him  that  he  knew  vtarj  llttia  of  the 
Western  country ;  he  had  always  lived  <ai  the 
sea-coast,  and  l^d  Jobbing  was  qnite  out  of  hia 
line.  Whitney  did  not  make  any  oormpt  pro- 
pceals  to  him.    He  believed  that  it  wii  beoauM 

9  was  very  averse  to  wasting  time  in  speaking 

all  on  the  matter. 

Ur.  8kd»wiok  said  that,  as  no  direct  charge 
of  ocvraption  had  been  made  against  Whitney, 
he  ap{H«hended  it  wonld  be  improper  to  deCaui 
him  as  a  priomiw.  It  might  be  considered  as  a 
wanton  act  of  arbitrary  power. 

Mr.  BtroK  then  rose,  and  said  that  be  bad  not 
yesterday  told  the  whole  of  what  paaaed  be- 
tween him  and  Whitney.  Mr.  Buck  had  r^ 
ceived  ofiere  plain  enough  to  be  understood. 
He  might  either  bare  land,  ormonCTtnlienofib 

Mr.  Sumwiot  iild,  that  he  bad  now  no  op- 


ABBIDOHBNT  OT  THB 


WKransDAT,  December  SO. 
Jomr  Pasi,  fron  VlrginiA,  appeuad,  wis 
qualified,  and  took  his  Mat. 

Oaie  <if  JBandaU  amd  Whitntj/. 

Ut.  W.  Smrh  moved  an  amendment  at  the 
bmntal  to  thli  efFeot,  that  the  said  Ohariee 
Whitney  had  made  orertnrei  to  Mr.  Buck,  to 
tbla  porpoae^  that  he  should  have  a  share  in  the 
lands  to  be  pnrohased,  or  in  mon^y. 

Hr.  Nio»>i.u  Dieted  to  the  motion.  The 
leading  of  the  Joornal  was  oalled  fbr.  It  was 
lead. 

lb.  SiDSWiOK  said,  that  the  wifinal  oharae 
wainst  the  man  was  oomplete  aod  Ml  Be 
Boni^t  the  amendment  nnnsoBswy. 

A  petition  was  then  preaacted  mm  Randall 
requesting  that  he  might  be  indnlged  with  a 
nasonaUa  lime  to  mshe  his  defeooe,  and  with 
«onnsal. 

Mr.  W.  SiOTH  was  Tttj  ready  to  allow  the 
wisoner  ooimscJ  for  his  dennoe,  bat,  in  so  doing, 
be  wished  it  to  be  nnderstood,  not  as  a  matter 
at  right  bat  of  &TDr.  He  was  qiprehenstve 
that  gentlemen  in  prooaeding  &om  one  st^  to 
another,  would  at  last  reason  away  the  privileges 
of  the  House  altogether.  Hb  tHend  trom  Hss- 
sai^nsetts  (ICr.  Sumwiok)  had  quoted  the  clause 
<^  the  conatitotion  which  gave  a  right  to  have 
eonnael  in  aQ  brials  fbr  crimes;  bat  it  did  not 
wply  to  this  caatv  any  more  than  the  daose 
which  immediately  toUowtA  it,  declaring  that 
all  trials  for  erimes  riionld  be  by  a  jnry  of  the 
vicinage,  and  after  presentment  by  a  grand  jnry. 
nte  prcMot  inqnirr  was  of  a  specjal  and  peonliar 
Batnre^  resnlting  from  the  rights  and  priTiltses 
which  belonged  to  evarr  Leglalative  Institn^n, 
and  without  which  sodi  institation  ooold  not 
azlst.  As  every  Jnrisdietion  had  oerttun  powers 
ueceasarr  for  itspreeerratioD,  so  Ihe  Legulstore 
posBSBed  oartidn  privilegea  ioddent  to  its  natnre, 
and  OMontial  for  its  very  existetUM.  This  is 
called  in  En^tand  the  paniamentary  law  ;  and 
as  from  that  law  axe  doived  the  naagee  and  pro- 
eeedin^  of  the  several  State  Lepslaturea,  so 
will  the  proceedings  of  thisHonse  begenerally 
anided  by  the  long^etablisbed  usages  of  the  Stale 
Lefpslaturea.  Thwe  would  be  a  maufaat  absurd- 
ity in  conforming  the  prooeedingsin  this  esse  Jo 
t£e  cs'dinary  prooaeduigs  at  law  in  jury  tri- 
als, for  the  Eons^  instead  of  bdng  aUe  to  pro- 
tect itsell^  would  be  altogether  depandwt  on  the 
otiter  branoheaof  the  Government,  and  ia  every 
case  of  a^resdon  be  obliged  to  send  the  ofiend- 
•ra  to  the  dvil  magistrate.  If  there  was  snv 
weight  in  such  reasoning  as  had  been  heerd, 
then  the  House  would  have  to  tread  back  all 
the  unconstitutional  steps  they  had  been  taking, 
nnd  to  discharge,  without  delay,  both  the  pris- 
ODtn;  for  the  arrest  by  the  Seigeant-at-Arraa, 
tmder  the  SpKixan's  warrant,  was  only  josti- 
flabla  on  the  ground  he  had  roentioned,  namely. 


the  inherent  and  indiqNSMalda  powsrrfril- 
pisaerTaticn.  That  the  HoaseposeoMdpna 
to  arrest  had  not  been  dsoM;  hot  the  poRtf 
oommitmcot  waa  in<ddest  to  tltat  <tf  nTnt,iii 
if  it  poaaeised  both  thess  high  powec^  it  hh 
of  oonseqnence  possess  the  awsttmrj  inddni 
ot  trial  or  inqidry,  in  lagolatiBg  wUih  A* 
House  waa  only  to  be  goveraed  by  its  ows  v» 
dom  and  ^Boretkn.  On  tUs  oesMian  &,& 
said  he  ftit,  aa  he  trusted  every  rasaiUrMit 
proper  re^Mct  for  the  ri^its  of  iadrridak 
Wi^  to  the  bar,  as  wellM fcr  Umm oTlti 
Honse,  and  he  hoped  that  their  oondaetwaiU 
be  marked  with  dtoeretion  and  tanptr;  1*1 
willing  as  he  was  to  grant  the  najsr  of  i» 
petitioner,  be  eonld  not  eofihr  toe  ufomA 
which  had  been  relied  on,  to  pass  nnaiiswwil. 
This  was  the  9tBt  inaUnoe,  rfnee  the  orgsmnfts 
<tfthisOoverBment,lnwhiah  ithadbeaafM 
moesnry  to  rasortto  this  U^  {wwogtliTs;  it 
was  ri^it,  diarefora,lhattha  prinoi^  Ml  via 
it  was  (bonded  shootd  be  well  nndentood,  ad 
that  the  privileges  of  the  House  ehoeid  tUd 
unimpaired. 


Hr.  OBmnta  had  ^nown  Randall  toe  bbV 
years,  and  had  never  heard  of  any  thmgigM 
himbefbre.  He  had  lately  bew  at  DetK«l,aN 
Hr.  0.  believed  that  he  had  been  iqiond  i] 
keeping  bad  company.  He  was  not  tb«  M 
man  in  the  ooDutiy  who  had  been  eompttd  ^ 
Britiali  Inflnenoe  and  British  oompsay.  ^ 
moved  that  Randall  dionld  be  alloved  tQ  t»- 
morrow  at  twelve  o'dot^  •  This  was  B«giii'«i 

The  SnuxB  then  stid,  that,  if  HKedkts 
the  House,  he  would  send  fbr  Ran&U,  sadis- 
quire  what  time  he  wanted.  This  wis  dcM; 
Randall  came  in,  and  asked  till  Saturday,  bat  a 
the  House  does  not  nt  on  Saturday,  Fmar  *■■ 
appointed. 

The  bmid  OT  agreement  between  the  iotcaw 
purchasers  of  the  land  was  then  read.  B  «• 
dated  at  Detzoit,  the  Mth  of  September  W- 
Allen,  Whitney,  and  Baadall,  wtm  to  bars  (w 
diqxml  of  86  shares  out  of  41. 

Tbubbdat,  December  81. 
Riosun  Wnra,  from  South  Caralini,  ^ 
peered,  waa  qnslifted,  and  took  his  seat 

Gitg  qf  J^mion  and  WUiMt- 
Mr.  BAu>wni,  the  chrirman  of  the  Oomatoj 
at  FrivilMes,  reported,  in  pert,  on  the  nt$<B 
of  the  fiirti^er  prooeedlngs  to  be  hsd  in  tb«  m" 
of  R.  Randall  and  0.  Whitney,  bi  labcCuc*  * 
foUowB:  „  ,    ,, 

1.  That  a  farther  bearing  of  RBandsOi^ 
thattha  ii  " 


be  held  at  the  bar;  that  tfia  informaliai  0^ 
by  members  sgamst  the  e^  Bandall  be  redMM 

to  writing,  rigned  by  the  infcvmanis  ■'*'9"*^ 
ly,  and  entered  at  large  on  the  Jovnsk;  u^ 
the  sud  information  should  be  nad  Id  ths  ptV' 
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[H.  or  a 


oner,  and  be  be  aaked  bj  the  Bfkaxeb  what  he 
bad  to  a^  in  hia  defence.  If  tbenrisoner  gbonld 
lerare  to  prodnoe  anj  parole  eviaence  to  ezcol- 
pate  bimBeli^  the  eame  sball  be  he«rd  at  the  bar, 
uid  the  Judge  of  the  District  of  Pemujlraiiia 
be  r«qDWted  to  attend  to  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmatioD  to  the  witneaaea  aa  the  part  of  the 
prisoner;  that  the  Spkuom  shall  put  all  quee- 
tiixB  to  the  witaenea.  When  anj  debat«  should 
ariae,  that  the  prieoner  and  hU  counsel  be  di- 
rected to  withdraw ;  and,  when  he  haa  oonolnd- 
mI  his  defence  and  withdrawn,  that  the  sense  of 
tlio  House  be  taken  on  the  gnilt  or  innocence  of 
the  priBoners,  respectively. 

ib.  MxnmoN  was  of  opinion  that  no  dtizen 
can  be  pnniahed  without  the  Bolemnitf  of  an 
oath  to  the  fact  Of  oonBeqnenoe,  it  is  needM 
to  the  infonnation  of  members,  if  the  pnnisb- 
ment  of  a  fellow-Kntiwn  is  implicated.  Perhaps 
it  maj  be  miged  that  moDbefB,  haTing  taken  an 
oath  to  Bopport  the  oonatitntioD,  this  sapersedes 
the  oeeeaaty  of  an  oaUi  In  the  present  case. 

Mr.  0ALI.1.TIII  thought  it  reasonable  that 
memben  ahonld  be  liable  to  be  qneationed  npon 
oath.  That  there  was  no  precedent  for  it,  had 
Httk  weight.  There  are  tnanj  abgnrditiee  in 
the  law  of  nations  which  genUemen  would  Dot 
wish  to  introdnoe  here. 

llr.  BviFT  was  against  the  members  b«ng 
■Direct  to  this  r^nlation.  The  cbs«  was  quite 
novel  to  him,  Bnt  this  was,  at  first  view,  his 
way  of  thinking.  Suppose  that  some  person  in 
the  gallery  were  to  commit  an  inanlt  on  the 
Honse,  before  th«  wbtde  members,  wonld  it  be 
necesaarjr  that  they  should  all  swear  to  the  of- 
fsnce  before  proceeding  to  pnuish  it!  TbieUr. 
B.  regarded  aa  aparaUel  ease. 
'  Mr.  Thatcbkb  made  a  distinction  when  an 
offenoe  had  been  oomnuttad  in  presence  of  the 
.whole  Honse,  and  when  oomniitt«d  out  of  theii 
view.  In  t])e  former  case,  there  conld  not  bt 
any  nse  for  evidence  being  sworn,  becanse  the 
whcle  Honse  had  the  testimony  of  their  senses. 
It  was  different  when  the  circamstances  occnr- 
red  in  another  place;  and  Mr.  T.  was  coQTinced 
fiiat  the  charge  ought  to  be  sworn  to.  The 
pasMge  under  amendment  was  in  these  words : 
"That  it  shoold  be  redaoed  to  writing;"  and 
the  dispute  was  abont  adding  the  words,  "and 
■worn  to."  Mr.  T.,  thoogh  for  examining  the 
members  on  oatli  as  to  the  char^  against  Ran- 
dall, w«fl  opposed  to  the  amendment  as  nselees, 
beoanse  thA  members  must,  in  his  opinionjbe 
sworn  when  Randall  is  brought  to  the  liar.  The 
mere  declaration  of  a  proseontor,  not  under 
oath,  and  of  a  defendant  in  the  some  aitnation, 
is  Gqnally  exceptionable.  A  phrase  had  been 
repeatedly  nsed  which  Mr,  T;  did  not  nnder- 
■tond.  It  was  sud  that  a  member  was  entitled 
"tostsnd  up  in  his  place"  and  give  information 
With  the  meaning  of  this  eipreedon 


^.  T.  wss  nnacqnainted,  nor  did  he  know  any 
Uw  which  authorized  the  imprisonment  of  a 
fellow -cidien  on  a  mere  charge  unsunported  by 
oath.  He  did  not  see  the  nse  of  tae  amend- 
■unt,  but  be  was  clearly  satiaflod  that  mem- 


bers ought  to  be  examiDed  and  sworn  tonch- 

their  accusations,  as  well  as  any  other 
persons. 

Mr.  NioHOLAB  was  not,  in  this  instance,  fbr 
deportii^  th>m  the  principles  of  common  law. 
Instead  of  snpportins  the  £gnity  of  the  Honae, 
about  which  bo  mudi  haa  been  spoken,  he  was 
afraid  that,  by  arresting  too  mnch  on  the  side 
of  privilege,  they  might  lessen  their  dignity. 
Ha  declared,  upob  his  honor,  that  he  thonght 
the  gentlemen  concerned  shonld,  for  their  own 
sakea,  insist  on  being  croas-examined  by  the 

isoner  and  his  counsel.    To  be  cross-examined 

[plies  no  reflection  on  a  witness.  The  imper- 
fection of  human  natnre  requires  such  a  precan- 
tiuu,  and  were  Mr.  K  a  party,  he  wonld  in^at 
on  being  cross-examined.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment wonld  narrow  the  business  too  mnch.  It 
would  be  better  to  lay  it  ande,  and  let  the 
members  be,  as  above  proposed,  ant^eot  to  croaa- 

rainination  from  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  MiDiBON  said,  that  when  Randall  came 
to  the  bar  be  wonld  posdbly  save  all  thla 
trouble,  by  eonfbasing  nia  gnilt,  and  casting 
himself  on  the  mercy  of  the  Honse.  He  men- 
tioned an  anecdote  of  a  Jndge  who  bad  been 
publicly  inanlted.  He  informed  his  brethren  of 
the  bench,  and,  on  his  complaint,  the  offender 
was  apprehended.  When  he  was  broueht  be- 
fore the  court  the  oath  was  administered  to  the 
judge.  Mr.  M.  related  this  stor^  to  show  the 
propriety  of  every  accusation  being  sworn  to, 
whatever  may  be  the  rank  or  situation  of  the 


MoNDAT,  January  i. 
PrettTUation  qf  tA«  Flog  of  Fraaet. 

The  SFEU3CS  inibrmed  the  House,  that  a 
Message  was  ready  to  be  deHvered  to  the  House, 
of  a  natnre  calculated  to  give  the  most  Rearing . 
satisfaction  to  every  Americab  breast,  fie  sng- 
gested  to  the  Bouse,  and  the  citizens  in  the  gal- 
feries,  tiie  propriety  of  not  suffcrinft  the  fervor 
of  enthusiasm  to  infringe  on  the  dignity  of  the 
Representative  Councils  of  the  United  States. 
Be  recommended  that  a  reepectfbl  silence  ahonld 
be  observed,  aa  most  compatible  with  the  true 
dignity  of  the  House,  and  the  honor  of  the  mag- 
nanimous Republic  that  was  the  sobjeot  of  tba 
Mesaage. 

The  PEmnXHT's  Secretary  was  then  intro- 
duced, with  an  American  officer  bearing  the 
Stuidard  of  the  French  Republic,*  sent  by  the 


•Dutnim 

run,  othar  mEliUiT  •mblcniii.    RmbS  tk* 

SAsr. 

worked  In  EoRud  lb*  Ihreatutioulcolora.    TUSagkta 
be  depoflM  la  the  mhlTee  at  (he  United  States, 
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Ooiiiiiiltt«e  of  Pablic  Bsfetf ,  Oi^an  of  the  Ifo- 
tional  Oonventlon,  u  a  toKen  of  friendship  to 
the  United  Btat«e.  The  Secretary  presentod  a 
Heeeage  in  writing  from  the  PnESibsin',  with 
aDDdiT  papers  acoompftnying  it,  to  the  Spkaksb, 
by  whom  they  were  read  as  follows ; 


*  a/  A*  ammte,  md 

A  IstUr  tmta  dw  ICnirtn  Plsa^oUdlfary  of  Ac 
Fnodi  Btfmblio,  netlrwl  on  dM  >3d  «f  tha  Um 
Mooth,  oonnd  m  Aadrwik  dUad  flie  Stit  of  Oo- 
tobar,  1T91,  &om  iha  Conmhtaa  of  Pablk  Safa^  M 
4ie  B^reaeotatiTM  of  the  UaiMd  SiMai  in  Congnai ; 
ud  alaa  informal  ma  that  ba  wai  Inainioted  bj  tba 
wmniittw  to  preaaut  to  the  United  Sum*  tbs  C<Joii 
of  Fnnca.  I  thereTon  propoaed  to  nceiTe  tham  lut 
I^idky,  die  firrt  da;  of  tba  naw  year,  a  day  of  geo- 
eral  joy  and  oongratnUtioii.  On  that  day  tba  Hia- 
liCar  of  ttka  KivDoh  Rcpablio  deliTend  th«  Colon, 
«Ub  Ml  Addraia,  to  vbich  I  letanied  an  amwer.  By 
Ae  latter,  tb*  Honaa  mil  k«  tbat  I  bare  inrmned 
ttie  >QnIat«r  that  tba  Colon  will  be  depoall«d  with 
Aa  arAirea  of  tbe  Uoiled  Statu.  But  it  ■aemed  to 
«M  pmfar  prarioiuly  to  axbibit  to  tlra  two  Htnau 
<t  CiMigTaai  tbeae  evidmioea  of  ths  contiDned  friend- 
abip  cf  dia  Pianeb  Rapnblic,  tceptber  with  tba  aanti- 
IiMmta  eiptwaod  by  me  on  tba  oocuiou  in  behalf  of 
Out  Utdtod  Stetaa,  Tbaj  an  heiawith  commiui- 
oated.  G.  WASHINGTON. 

UimcD  Srina,  Jdmaiy  4,  1706. 


nw  S«pnMntatiTa>  of  tbe  Fraoeh  People,  eompodng 
the  Committee  t£  Pablic  Safety  of  the  National 
Ccmniitloa,  charged  by  the  lawt  of  the  Tth  Frnoti- 
dor,  with  the  direotiiui  of  Foreign  Relatiom,  to  the 
BeprtaentatiTeB  of  the  United  StatM  at  AmericB  in 
CoogTBU  anembled : 

dtitau  RipntaUi^vu !  The  cramedion*  which 
batora,  reciprocal  ennta,  and  a  h^ipy  oancnirence 
of  circninataiicaa^  bare  fonned  between  two  free  na- 
tiona,  oannot  bat  ba  indinolnble.  Yon  have  atrength- 
aaed  tboaa  aaoied  the  by  the  declaratioaa,  which  the 
Ulniatar  PtenipolMitiaiy  of  the  United  Sutei  bu 
made,  in  yoor  name,  to  the  National  Convention,  and 
to  the  French  people.  Tbey  have  been  raoeiTed  with 
raptnra  by  a  nation  who  know  how  to  appreciate 
arery  teatimony  which  the  United  States  hare  giv^n 
lo  them  of  thdr  aSeotian.  The  Colon  of  both  na- 
tiena,  nnited  in  the  centre  of  the  National  Conven- 
tiOD,  will  be  an  ereilaating  OTtdence  r£  (he  part  iriiioh 
tiia  United  Stataa  have  taken  in  die  taotKa  <£  the 
Frmeh  Rspoblie. 


„  .  =  .  'iporatition, 

and  hMenen,  had  enchained  a  Keneroni  nation. 

Soon  did  die  people  of  the  Uaited  Stataa  perceit-e 
that  ereiy  viotoiy  of  onn  itrengtbened  theirdnde- 
pendenoe  and  haj^nneaa.  They  were  deeply  affected 
at  our  momeataiy  miAfgrtnnei,  occaaoaed  by  treaaoEU 
ptochaaad  by  Elogliih  gold.  Iliey  hare  oelebrated 
widi  rapture  the  socceuee  of  nnr  brave  aimiee. 

None  of  theae  aympathetio  emotions  have  eao^ied 
the  aeDiibiiity  of  the  French  nation.  They  have  all 
Mrnd  to  cement  the  moit  intimate  and  aoltd  nnion 
that  baa  ever  eiirted  between  two  nationa. 


The  citiioi  Adst,  who  will  i««d«  near  jaa  Gia- 
enunant  in  qnali^  of  IGiuiter  Pleoipotentiiiy  i/lk 
Fnnoh  RepiAlio,  ii  ^ledally  instrncted  to  tigbn 
tfaeee  band*  cS  fnltanatj  and  mntoal  benerclata 
We  hope  that  be  may  hMl  dna  principa]  otJKt  J 
hi*  miaion,  by  ■  coodoet  woMhy  u  tka  cuididtiica  i 
both  "■'■""«.  and  of  the  lepntatum  which  hi*  p<Ml- 
iioi  and  Tirtusa  have  aoqmiad  him. 

An  analogy  cf  political  priaciplaa  j  die  natoil  w- 
lationa  of  oooimerce  and  indnabT  ;  tbe  rfnrti  td 
immenae  ■acriSoaa  of  bc^  naticsa  in  ihe  ddea*  rf 
liber^  and    equality;    the  hlood  whioh  tfaaj  kia 

red  together  1  their  avowed  hatiad  for  if/^i 
moderation  of  their  pc^tiul  viewi ;  tbe  dinto- 
etttidQeaaof  their  oonncil*  \  and  eapeciaUy,  the  nam 
of  tbe  vowa  which  tbay  have  made  In  preMnoa<^lh 
Supreme  B«a^  to  tie  free  oc  die  ;  all  conUiatg 
lender  iDdeitroctlble  the  eomwctiatia  which  tbQ-  Int 

Doubt  It  not,  dtiaeni,  we  Aall  finally  dntrer  Hi 
oombhiation  erf  tyianta  Ton,  by  the  -pOm  d 
prosperity,  which,  in  your  vait  ooonbiea,  hu  as- 
oeeded  to  a  bloody  atninle  ri  eight  yean ;  «■,  tf 
the  enthn^aBn  which  glowi  in  tbe  bnaat  cf  «<7 
Fienehman.  Ailoniahed  natioau,  too  kng  the  igfn 
of  pofidloQl  Eiw^  NoUea,  aod  Prjeata,  will  ttvl^ 
ally  recover  thor  righti,  and  the  human  nee  tA 
—  .....  ....._.___  ^j^  French  nation*  their  n^ 


Pari*,  80th  VhiaemaiMi,  Sd  year  of  &t  Fnoi 
Rroublic,  tme  and  indivinble. 

The  Memben  of  the  Committee  of  Pnblic  Stfttj. 
J,  S.  B,  DELMASi 
MERLIN  Cof  Donu)  ke. 

Ooronn  SI,  ITM. 

Mr.PmidaH:  I  come  to  aoqnit  my»«irrfa*"9 
very  dear  to  my  Iwart ;  I  oome  to  depoat  a  J** 
hand*  and  in  the  midet  of  a  people  jnMly  "n"*^ 
ibr  tbiu  oonrage  and  their  Ion  of  libai^,  Ih'  7>M 
of  tbe  trinniplu  and   of  tba  enfrmnohiniDeiit  c'  f 

When  (he  broke  her  chuna )  whan  die  pro^'^^ 
the  impnuciiptible  lisbt*  of  man ;  when,  ia  *  '""^ 
war,  ahe  Haled  with  her  hlood  iho  covenant  tbe  w 
made  with  liberty,  her  own  happinea  w«»  ""V'Tj 
the  object  of  hergloriou*  affbrta;  her  viewi eii*"'" 
alao  to  all  Ttee  people.  She  bw  their  inlo<* 
blended  with  her  own,  and  donhly  njoioed  in  bv  ^ 
tone*,  which,  in  awnring  to  her  the  eiyoynioit  of** 
right*,  became  to  them  new  goaranlaet  of  tbeir  i** 
pandenoe. 

Theaa  aentiments  which  anuoated  ths  f^m"^ 
&a  from  the  dawn  of  Oeir  KivalntiaD,  ban  aoqmnt 
new  *tnng(h  auio«  the  fomidatioa  uf  the  lapabfia 
France,  at  that  time,  by  Um  fonn  of  it*  6o™a«J 
aaumilated  to,  or  raOer  identifiod  with,  irte  P*V^ 
saw  in  them  only  friendi  and  brother*.  ''^'^ 
tomed  to  regard  the  American  people  u  '''f  . 
raithTul  aHiei,  ibe  ha*  tooght  to  draw  eloeer  IM  t|» 
already  formed  in  the  fiald*  of  America,  owia  •'* 
aoroicea  of  victory,  over  (he  rnina  of  tyraooy. 

The  National  Convention,  the  organ  rf  ""^llj 
the  French  nation,  haie  more  thui  ooce  ^'i"?"; 
their  aantimentt  to  the  American  people;  but  *'>^ 
all,  theia  bnnt  S^oQi  on  that  angnaC  d*j,  <^r' 
Hiniater  of  the  United  Ststea  pieaeoted  <"  *"  ^ 
ticmal  BepreMntation  the  Colon  of  hi>  otMntTi^ll 
■uii^  never  to  loae  recrfleotion*  a»  dearto  Fwa™* 
aa  tbey  moat  be  to  Americana,  the  CoDTC'''""'"'^ 


Coo^^lc 


r,  ITH.] 


DEBATB8  07  CONORBSS. 

Om  ofSmiatt  and  WJHtntf. 


tiBt  ibiem  Colon  abmld  b«  pboed  in  As  hkll  of  their 
'[ttiiigi.  The;  lud  Bxpaiuaced  miMdtMU  too  igrea- 
fale  not  to  CMM  tbam  to  1m  puti^«n  of  hj  Umir 
niea,  KDd  decreed  that,  to  them,  the  Katiuud  Colon 
honldle  picKDWd. 

Air.  Prendeat,  I  do  not  donbt  llieir  Bipeetkticmi 

rill  ba  fulElUd ;  and  I  am  oonvinoad  that  oreiy  oiti- 

«a  viU  teoeive,  with  a  pkadng  emotion,  tiiis  flag, 

of  ube  enem' 


Isevliere  &e  to 


e  encmiea  of  lilMr^,  ben 


that  It  gnidea  to   oomhat,  men 
rbo  Ian  ihand  their  t<M*,  and  who  ware  prepand 
br  Uber^  lij  aiding  Aem  to  aeqniie  tbeir  own. 
P.  A.  ADET. 

n>s  Annrer  r^die  PreAHent  of  the  United  Statee  to 
tb«  Addrea  of  the  HiniiCer  Flem'potenliaiy  of  the 
French  Repnblio,  on  hia  preuDting  the  Colon  of 
Fnaoa  to  the  Dulted  Stat«i : 
Bom,   RT,   in  a  land  of  Ilber^  ;    having  earljr 
•aniod  its  Valne  ;  having  engaged  In  a  perllnia  oon- 
fiot  to  defbnd  it ;  having,  In   a  word,  devoted  the 
l>at    jean  of  my  life  to  •eonie  lt«  pernuuwnt  estab- 
lahmeDt  in  mj  own  oonntiy  ;    mj  uudoni  lecoUec- 
tioiu,  mj  nmpatbetia  feelingi,  and  my  best  wiahu, 
are  irreaatiDlf  excited,  wbsnaoever,  in  an;  oonntiy, 
[  see  an  oppreued  nation  DUfarl  the  banner  of  free- 
dom.     Bat,  above   all,   the  evonts  of  the  Fnooh 
KerolntlDn  have  prodncsd  the  deepest  solicitnde,  as 
well  an  the  highest  admiration.    To  call  joiir  na- 


^ifraaehing.  I  rejoloe  that  the 
intereadng  rsTdnliaoaty  niDTeaient*  of  so  manr 
Tsara  have  issoed  in  tlM  fbrmatimi  of  a  oonatitntion 
derigned  to  give  permanenoy  to  the  great  oluect  for 
which  jon  luve  oontended.  I  rejoice  that  Ubertf, 
whioh  yon  have  so  long  ambraoed  with  entbniiasm  ; 
liberty,  cS  whiah  yaa  have  been  the  invincible  de- 
fender*, DOW  finds  an  asylinn  in  the  boaom  of  a  regn- 
larlj  organized  Government ;  a  Government,  which 
being  formed  to  secnre  the  hq>pine*s  of  the  I'^'encb 

CDple,  comspondi  with  the  ardent  wishes  of  my 
art,  while  it  gntifies  the  pride  of  eveiy  dliien  of 
tbe  United  States  by  its  resemblance  to  their  own. 
On  these  glorious  events,  accept,  til,  my  sinceiB  con- 
giatnlatioQS. 

In  delivering  to  yon  these  sentiments,  I  ezpnM  not 
my  own  feelings  only,  bnt  those  of  mj  feUow-utiiens, 
in  ralalion  to  the  eommeneement,  Uie  progress,  and 
tbe  issae  of  the  Fteneh  BBrotnUou  ;  and  they  wQI 
omdially  Mn  with  me  In  purest  wishes  to  the  Sa- 
pnme  Semg,  tliat  the  cEdi^  of  onr  sister  Repablic, 
our  magnanimonj  allien  may  aoon  enjoy  in  peace, 
that  Ub«^  which  they  have  purchased  at  lO  great  ■ 
price,  and  all  the  liappiness  which  liberty  can  bestow. 

1  receive,  sir,  with  Uvely  sensibility,  die  symbol  of 
Ae  triumphs  and  of  the  enlhuicbisemeot  of  yonr  na- 
tion— the  Colon  of  Franoa — which  you  have  now 
pnssnted  to  the  United  States.  The  transaction  will 
be  annonnoed  to  Congress  mud  the  Colon  will  be 
deponted  with  tboee  arohives  of  the  United  States, 
which  are  at  once  the  evidences  and  the  memorials 
tftbelr  freedom  and  independence.  May  these  be 
pnpetDal,  and  may  tbe  frisnddiip  of  the  two  Bepnb- 
lica  be  oonimennirate  with  their  eilstenoe, 

GEOKGE  WASHmaTON. 

UmcD  Suxas,  Jmuary  I,  1796. 


WLen  the  reading  of  the  Ueasage  and  papera 
had  been  couclnded — 

Mr.  OiL^  informed  tbe  Hooae  that,  having 
been  aware  that  the  Sag  woald  be  preaented  to 
the  Honse  thii  day,  considering  it  aa  an  addi- 
tional teetimony  of  t^e  afiWioa  of  France,  and 
it  having  l>een  the  praotioe  on  aoalogDiia  occa- 
aiona  for  the  Hodm  to  ezprem  their  wntimenti 
independent  of  the  other  branch,  be  had  pre- 
pared a  TMolntion  expresnve  of  what  he  con- 
ceived wonld  be  thtir  senae  on  the  occamon. 
It  was  nearly  in  the  words  following : 

"SttobitJ,  That  the  Fresidsnt  of  tbe  United 
States  be  requested  to  make  known  to  tbe  RepresenV 
ativei  of  the  Fnmch  people,  that  this  Hoon  has  re- 
ceiiwl,  with  the  most  lively  saniibihty,  the  commu- 
nication cS  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  of  the 
21st  of  October,  1794,  aocompanied  with  the  Colon 
of  the  French  Republic,  and  to  assure  them  that  the 
presentation  of  the  Colon  of  Fiance  to  the  CongreM 
cf  the  United  States  Is  deemed  a  most  honorable  tea- 
timony  of  tbe  exieling  sympathy  and  a&eotiaos  of  the 
two  Republics,  fbiuided  upon  tlieir  solid  and  recipro- 
cal interests  ;  that  the  House  nyoicei  in  the  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating  the  French  Repuhlie  on  the 
brilliant  and  glorious  achievements  socomplished 
under  it  during  the  present  afflictive  war,  and  that 
they  hope  thoas  achievements  wHl  be  attended  with  a 
periect  attajument  of  their  objeot,  the  pennaoent  ea- 
tablishment  of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  that  great 
and  magnammons  people." 

Mr.  Pabxxr  mored  an  amendment  aa  follows : 
"  That  this  House  has  reoeived  with  the  mo«t 
dne«r0a»<IlirelyBeiiaibiHty,"  &o.  The  amend- 
ment was  for  inserting  the  two  words  in  italics, 
to  whioh  the  House  eonBented.  The  Massage 
was  tbea  voted  unanimously,  and  a  thousand 
copies  of  the  oommnntoatlonB  and  resolution 
were  ordered  to  be  printed.  A  committee  of 
two  members  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Pbbitixni,  and  inform  hfm  of  the  reaolntiou 
agreed  to  bj  tbe  Honse. 

Oatt  of  SandaU  and  WMtnm/. 

Fnrsnant  to  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Honse  on 
Friday  last,  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr. 
MuBBAT,  of  Uarytand,  Mr.  Gius,  of  Virginia, 
and  Mr.  Bnos,  of  Yermont,  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table  their  several  informationB  in  writ- 
ing, snbaoribed  with  their  namea,  reepeotively,  in 
tbe  cases  of  Bobert  Randall  nkI  Obarles  Whit- 
ney ;  which  are  as  follow : 

Mr.  MoBBir  declares,  that,  on  Wednesday  las^  th« 
twenty-third  InHtaot,  Hr.  Smith,  member  of  Con- 
gress, of  South  Carolina,  Informed  him  that  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Randall,  of  Maryland,  had,  tbe  even- 
ing before,  attempted  to  bribe  him  iu  Western  landi, 
(o  condition  of  hiB  snworting  an  applicstion  which 
Randall  told  Um  he  dionld  soon  make  to  Congress ; 
the  olJMt  of  which  application  was,  a  grant  ^^>m 
Congress  (rf  from  eigbiMn  to  twenty  millioui  of  acres 
of  land,  between  Ene,  Hnron,  and  Michtf^n.  That 
Hr.  Smith  was  eitreinely  solicitong  that  some  other 
gentleman  should  immediately  be  informed  of  the  iu- 
nmona  proposal,  and  that  he  aud  he  wonld  mentjon 
it  to  Hr.  Henry,  of  the  Senate,  aod  advise  with  bin 
npoa  pniper  meaaores  for  Hie  detedingof  the  fbB 
extoat  of  the  aQheme,  and  ani^iing  it  i   That  he  had 


,H^|C 


H.  OF  S.] 


ABBIPaiiMg  OF  TBM 


y-fborth  : 

, iDIgBDM  to  Hr.  How?, 

wbo  raooemifliidvd  tbt  Mr.  Smith  dnoM  imme- 
dktdy  tnfbnndMPiMldairt:  Oat  «a  du  Mldd>7, 
Mr.  R«id*ll,  of •      ■  ■    " 


_ji  fiva,  Am  d^  iMt 
and  ccmmnniMtod  to  Mr.  H«oit  utd  hknaeU;  In  8*b- 
eral  twmi,  tlu  oatUiw  of  a  plao  b7  vhich  k^  lUn- 
dall,  ud  hii  Cuikda  fHendi,  voold  eitiiWDidi  Ota 

Jndlsn  title  to  dl  the  luidi  batvesD  L>k«e  Ei4*,  Ho- 
ton,  ind  Hichigin,  u  mufccd  on  &  map  which  Ran- 
daD  then  ibowed,  coDtalning  bum  eigbtwiu  to  tmn^ 
Tnniinnn  of  kcTM.  That  b«,  Om  informant,  thmi  aik- 
ed  B— '■"  into  bli  apartment,  when  they  wen 
alone.  Tliat  RaodaU  expatiated  at  flnt  won  tb> 
inblienUH^of  hiiaeheme,  whidi  wta  that  OwurMi 
Uj  Yftwn  awf^  his  oompai^  all  tha  ubda 
tlttMd,  for  five  hnndrad  dioDaa 
it  oD*  mniionof  doIUn;  and  that  he 


■■id  land  £oald  be  rsmond  to  the  British  nde,  or 

few  ndle*  sqnare ;  that  his  oompany  and  himwlf  had 
detenniued  to  divide  the  landa  afbrcBaid  into  for^ 
(or  rortj-one)  ihacee.  That  of  theae  idian«  tweu^- 
jbnr  were  to  be  reeerred  fbr  the  diipoul  of  himnlf 
■nd  Ui  paitDer,  now  In  town,  for  rioh  mamben  of 
Conf{T««  ai  aalrtid  tham,  1^  tbelr  abiUtiu  and  TOtea, 
*      — t  afbnnid.     ThM  of  then 


Uiat  ht,  Randall,  had  At  other  twelxa 

mdar  Ui  managaoient  for  tha  Sontheni  mamben  of 
CongraaL  That  thaea  ibana  were  to  be  (o  divided 
aa  to  acoompHih  tha  object  bj  HCDriiig  a  nu^oritf  of 
Congreaa.  That  the  iDfonnaiit  atarted  an  olysction 
to  luid  q)ecalalion  ai  tronblesome,  and  that  he,  Ran- 
dall, laid,  if  joa  (meaning  tha  tnfimnaot)  do  not 
choon  to  aooapt  jniur  dure  of  Aa  land,  jon  ahall 
have  Mih  in  hand  for  jonr  ihare.  That  the  inform- 
ant appointed  Randall  to  meet  him  in  the  lobby  of 
&a  Hoiue,  on  Monday,  the  twenty-eighth  ioBtant 
That  Randall  told  him  a  memorial  wu  to  be  handed 
hi  upon  thje  mbjeet  on  sud  Monday ;  but  lefluMd  to 
inlbrm  the  Informant  what  member  wu  to  preMBt  it 
That  Randall  t(dd  him,  that  he,  Randall,  meDtdooed 
hia  plan  to  esma  member*  in  the  ffenerai  ttay  coly — 
^""■ftng  thereby,  a>  he  imdentood  him,  a  view  at 
die  toiuidet  part  of  tha  plan,  ai  being  con 

Clio  ntili^.  That,  in  the  eariy  part  <€  tha  oonfi- 
Ual  and  wavt  oonvatiatioo,  Randall  nid,  tbU  the 
member*  of  Congrfia  lAo  wotdd  bebave  handaomely, 
draold  come  into  didribans on  the  Mune  termi  npon 
whioh  the  oompany  obtained  lite  grant;  bnt  loon 
after,  made  prwoaala  more  openly  aednctive  and  ooi- 
rnpt ,'  cloiing  them  with  the  offni  of  oaah  in  hand  aa 
afoieaaid.  That  the  informant,  on  that  erening, 
when  Randall  went  away,  told  Mr.  Heniy  of  t£e 
whole  of  Randall'!  ofibn  ai  afotenid ;  then  called 
the  Seorataiy  of  Stala,  and  commnniotted  the  tai 
to  him ;  and  the  Mit  morning,  early,  informed  tha 
~     "  itof  thetranaaotion. 

V.  V.  HOREAY. 
*  39,  1T9S. 


[Xt««a«T,  im 

[Hr-TDliam  Smith,  of  S-CmoUm,  Ut-WiO^ 
B.  Gile^  of  TuciBla,  Mr.  Bb^  of  T«M^  mi 
■ftvwarl^  Mr.  Sedgwiok,  of  MaaaadmaaHa,  mrm- 
ally  g»v«  b)  rtataUMnti  oonobcnting  that  of  lb;  Taaa 
""■ray.] 

It  wMth«B  moved  tlwt  Robwt  Bandall  ritonid 
b«  broogfat  to  tha  bar  (tf  the  Bouse.  He  ra 
bimubt  In  Mowdloglf.  Seats  wen  |4*eed  tat 
the  Judge  at  tbe  District  d  PenrwylTaiuk,  nd 
tha  two  ooDDseUora  fiHr  BaadaU,  Mr.  Lewis  and 
Mr.  Til^maa,  jr.  The  iafbrmfttloiu  given  ia 
^  lb.  V.  SwiB,  Hr.  VuKUT,  asd  lb.  Giua, 
were  reftd  over,  and  the  Spkaxxs  aaked  tb 


piiaoner,  what  be  had  to  My  in  his  d 
I  am  not  gnQtr.  Ton  dedara  yoon 
gniltyt    T«a.    HaTayoaa^y  proof  to  cite  IM 


yoQ  are  not  goil^t 


At«  yon  ready  to 


Mr.  Lewis  *  Uten  rose.  He  obserred,  thA 
them  declarati(MU  bad  been  made  in  the  nbnmni 
of  the  priacme^  wbo,  aa  be  ooDoeWed,  was  m- 
titled  to  bara  been  present  Hia  reqnest  m^ 
that  the  infonnanta  mi^t  now  bo  {Maoed  in  a 
attnatfon  to  be  anminM  by  the  pnaootf  nd 
his  oonnsc^  and  that  tba  tDfiimulion  may  now 
be  fiven  in  the  prisoner's  hearing.  Utoprisoav 
and  bis  oottnsel  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  JnnULiB  Siotb  made  the  fcjlowing  mo- 

"  That  the  ptiaoBw  be  infonned,  ttat  if  ha  hu  a^y 


ban  of  dw  Honaa,  ha  i*  at  libar^  to  pot  tham,  (p 


The  words  in  parenthesis  were  an  amend- 
ment snggMted  by  Mr.  Qiles.  The  resolnticai 
and  amendment  were  adopted  by  the  Hons^ 
end  the  prisoner  with  bb  counsel  were  again 
brought  to  the  bar.  The  reaolntion  above  sat- 
ed was  read  to  Bandall. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  Mnnsar,  and  Mr.  Gm^ 
were  then  sworn,  standiog  np  in  th^r  places: 
the  oath  being  administered  by  the  Judgk 

Mr.  Tilghman  *  then  observed  on  the  ddkate 
sitnaldoQ  in  which  the  counsel  Etwd,  with  wbkh 
they  Were  Bt»>nf;]y  Impreeeed.  The  high  char- 
acter of  the  gentlemen  who  stood  forth  in  so> 
Krt  of  the  aocasation,  geodenien  whom  lb.  T. 
d  known  personally  tor  many  year*  with  tha 
odioos  nature  of  the  crime  charged  on  the 
prisoner,  embarrassed  them  oon^derably;  U 
they  had,  however,  been  permitted  by  the 
House  to  appear  in  this  bosineas,  they  mn 
bound  in  duty  to  do  every  thing  oonsistent  wick 
a  fair  ami  honorable  defenoe.  If  Mr.  T.  mn 
to  declare  his  own  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  tbs 
prisoner,  it  would  be  thn^  that  his  behavtor 
was  highly  finproper  and  indelicat« ;  bnt  Mr. 
Randall  dented  having  made  any- oS^  eithwet 
lands  or  money,  as  in  feet  he  had  none  to  give. 
The  disposal  of  the  lauds  depended  entirely  « 
the  subsequent  vote  of  Congress. 
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Hi.  Lewis  ivoke  &  few  word*.  The  jH^booer't 
defence  was,  that  he  denied  anj  proposal  of  a 
•onmpt  nature.  The  membem  who  &Tored  the 
■ale  <Kr  the  land*,  were  onlj  to  have  their  shareB 
coi  the  aame  terms,  and  on  pa^iiig  so  equal  sbore 
of  the  expeoMa,  as  die  otiier  parbksra. 

Mr.  W.  Smitb  was  then  examined  upon  tiiat 
»krt  of  hia  iuformatioa  where  he  saj^  that 
thoM  members  who  should  be  oonoeroed  witli 
Rsodall,  were  to  have  shares  of  the  lands.  Ur. 
Smith  was  asked  whether  the  offer  was  that 
tbeT  irere  to  be  granted  at  an  inferior  rate}  In 
repfr,  he  nnderstood  tt  was  to  be  on  the  same 
terms  as  other  partners  were  to  have  them. 
Mr.  Gooi«tni  proposed  a  query,  whether  the 
offer  made  by  Mr.  Randall  was  in  order  that 
tb.  SicTB  might  nse  his  inflaence  to  forward 
the  Boheme  in  Oc«igrees  i  Mr.  Smith  replied, 
ttiatlieoertainljandentmiditio.  The  prisoner 
had  all  along  referred  to  members  of  Congress, 
though  he  did  not  e^iressly  name  them.  Bis 
phrase  was,  "  for  persons  iriio  vonld  &Tor  tlie 
•oheme." 

ib.  lUgbinan  tlken,  thronxh  the  Bpkaxxk, 
Mked  Mr.  Mcbkit  whether  he  understood  he 
was  to  pay  fw  bis  ^lare  of  land  u  the  other 
BSBocifttes  OT  not  I 

Mr.  SfuKRAY. — I  nnderstood  him  ss  is  ezplun- 
ed  in  the  deolantion.  At  first  I  nnderstood, 
that  the  munbers  who  shonld  ascdst  in  getting 
the  thing  throQgh,  might  then  retire  to  th^r 
homes,  and  when  the  eoheme  was  in  aotlTity 
tbey  might  come  in  on  the  same  terms  as  the 
original  aaecK^tes.  Bnt  afterwards,  I  nnder- 
stood fromRandall  that  I  might  have  a  share  if  I 
vonld  aooept  of  it  and  this  I  understood  from 
the  whde  tmor  of  the  latter  part  of  liis  oon- 
versation.  The  shares  set  apart  were  to  be 
fbr  aooeptanoe  as  donaljons.     I  so  nnderstood 

Hr.  Tilghmaa. — Did  he  ezpreealy  sty,  that 
tbey  were  intended  as  dtaiatioiia,  or  did  Mr. 
MtJfiHAT  collect  this  to  be  the  man^s  meaning 
from  a  Tsriety  of  oironmatanoee) 

Mr.  Mubbat. — He  did  not  say,  if  yon  will  do 
■0  and  so,  I  will  give  you  bo  and  so ;  his  pro- 
posal, thongb  more  delicate,  was  as  nneqniTooal 
as  a  direct  offer.    I  so  understood  bim. 

Mr.  HABfXs  asked  Mr.  Mubhat,  whether  Kan- 
dall  did  not  tell  him,  that  if  he  did  not  like  land, 
he  shonld  hare  money,  and  whether  the  money 
was  not  to  be  more  than  the  ralne  of  the  share 
of  land? 

Hr.  MucuT  sdd,  that  from  this  part,  and  in- 
deed the  general  tenor  of  the  oonversation,  he 
<Ud  infer,  that  a  donation  was  intended,  and 
when  he  objected  to  land,  the  prisoner  then  sud, 
if  he  did  not  choose  to  accept  of  adiare  in  land, 
he  nu^t  lutve  cash  in  band. 

Mr.  Lewis,  oonnsel  fbr  ttie  pifconer,  asked  Hr. 
MoBK&T,  wlieth^  he  did  not  state  to  Randall 
his  sTerrion  to  dealing  in  land,  and  whether 
Bandall  ^d  not  say  th^  this  need  not  be  au  ob- 
jection, einoe  the  share  might  be  sold,  and  then 
that  be  wotild  have  cash  instead  of  land? 
•  Mr.  MuBBAT^-ldidootsoimdentaQdit. 


Mr.  HuiFKB  wished  Mt.Mttbsat  to  relate,  a> 
nearly  as  poatdble,  the  words  cf  the  prisoner  in 
this  important  psrt  of  the  oonversaUon. 

Mr.  MnsK^T  said,  that  immediately  after  It 
took  place,  and  he  had  communicated  it  to  bii 
friends,  he  toi^  Dot«s  of  it.  It  stood  in  this 
manner;  "I  stated  ohjectioiis  to  laud  s^eon- 
lations  as  troublesome ;  Baudall  then  said,  if  I 
did  not  choose  land,  I  might  have  cash  in  haikd." 

Mr.  Tilghman  asked,  whether  Mr.  Hi7HKi.T 
did  not,  to  get  the  man's  whde  secret  from  him, 
go  beyond  his  views  to  draw  him  on  I 

Mr.  MuBRAT  said,  he  affected  to  think  well  of 
the  more  sound  part  of  the  plan. 

Mr.  Tilghman  asked  what  Mr.  Mtibbat  ex- 
pressed to  Bandall  when  It  was  proposed  to  Mm 
to  engage  in  the  land  scheme  t 

Mr.  MUBB1.T. — A  strong  repngnanoe  to  land 
q>eonlfldon8. 

Mr.  Lewis. — Tbea  it  was,  he  said,  that  if  it 
was  not  oonrenient  for  Mr.  Mcbba.t  to  be  toa- 
oemed  in  a  share  in  land,  he  might  have  it  in 
money) 

Mr.  MuBHAT. — Tea, 

Mr.  8.  SiOTH  was  next  sworn.  There  waa 
here  a  motion  made  for  a^nming. 

Mr.  Lewis  stated  that  Ite.  Tilghman  and  hin> 
self  had  never  seen  the  prisoner  nntil  yesterdvr 


They  hsd  been  in  Court  nn)^ 


day  to  prison,  and  ba^  again  this  momin|^ 
They  had  received  a  long  written  state  of  the 
case  from  Mr.  Randall,  but,  from  absolute  want 
of  time,  ther  had  not  been  able  to  read  one 
third  part  of  it,  The  motion  to  a4)0urii  was 
uesatiTed. 

Mr.  S.  SiDTH  was  then  proceeding  with  his 
evidenoe,  when  Mr.  Bsdowioe  rose.  He  con- 
sidered it  ss  nnfsir  to  examine  Mr.  Smith  is 
order  to  prove  the  information  given  by  other 
gentlemen.  It  was  totally  iniq>plicable.  The 
offences  were  as  distinot  as  any  two  things 
could  be. 

Ur.  Bloidit  moved  to  put  this  queetitn, 
whether  any  oonversation  passed  between  Mr. 
8.  SMrrH  and  Randall,  whioh  had  an  a^pea^ 
anoe  of  intending  to  oormpt  the  integrity  <4 
members  of  this  House. 

Mr,  8xi>awiaE  ol^eoted,  that  this  was  deviat- 
ing from  the  original  spedfic  motion.  Ur. 
Giute  was  of  an  opposite  opinion.  Mr.  Mii>i- 
BOH  tho^Fht  the  motion  proper,  in  the  strictest 
sense.  The  chiuve  was  general :  and  the  an- 
swer to  the  question  mi^t  be  of  a  natnre  ta 
corroborate  that  genenJ  oharge.  After  a  few 
words  from  some  other  members,  the  moti<n 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  then  on  oath  stated 
in  snbstanoe  as  follows: 

That  on  the  9th  or  lOlh,  Randall,  whom  he 
had  known  in  Maryland,  called  on  him  and 
asked  half  an  hours  conversation  with  him. 
He  said  he  had  a  plan  in  view,  that  would  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  United  States  and  torn 
to  his  own  private  emolument. 

Randall  mformed  Mr.  S.,  that  he  wn  lart 
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7«ar  at  N«ir  Tm^  that  he  tibence  went  to  De- 
XrtAt  to  expl(»«  the  0011007  0°  Lakes  &ies  Jko^ 
that  he  eootracted  aa  seqiuliitsBM  wHh  oertun 
Inflaential  dMractera  with  whom  be  \*A  fonned 
an  aMociatlon  to  prooore  the  laada  io  qmstioiL 
He  mentioned  the  ontUnw  of  the  {dan  and 
dwelt  on  the  pnblio  advantagea  tiut  would 
ari«e  from  it.  He  indirectly  tngtnnated  that  gen- 
tJemen  in  OongTMH  who  choee  to  be  interested 
in  the  plan  might  ha*e  a  portioB  of  the  land  in 
«N»itemplaUon.  He  asked  Mr.  8.  to  fix  a  daj 
when  he  shoDld  enter  morti  particalarlj  into  a 
detail  of  the  bn«ness.  Mr.  B.  fixed  Batorda; 
fbUowiDg,  and  then  retired  into  the  room  where 
hii  fellow-lodger  was,  and  told  him  that  eune 
great  land-biudaess  was  on  fbot  and  that  he  be- 
lieved he  might  make  his  fortune.  On  Sunday 
Randall  oatne  wltii  a  tcod  on  which  he  ex- 
plained the  position  of  the  land  and  expatiated 
on  the  richness  of  the  soil.  He  detailed  the 
particnlara  fA  the  project  which  Mr.  8.  related 
aa  has  been  heretofore  stated  with  some  Uttle 
TsriationB.  He  enlairod  npon  the  pnblio  advan- 
tages  to  the  United  states  if  the  pnrchase  was 
■flowed.  He  said,  he  would  be  glad  if  ICr.  a 
wonld  embark  in  the  nndertaking,  and  ^ve  the 
plan  his  oonntenance ;  but,  that,  if  he  did  not 
ebooee  to  so  do,  it  conld  be  aooomplished  with- 
out his  asaistanoe,  as  a  decided  ra^oritj  of  both 
Honses  were  agreed  to  sapport  it  Mr.  8.  asked 
him,  whether  u  the  Senate  I  he  said,  jea.  He 
asked  him  for  names;  he  ottjeotfid  to  mention- 
Ing  any.  Randall  e^Uned,  that  m«nbers  who 
were  most  active  were  to  hare  lai^er  ohares, 
and  snch  as  only  gave  thur  Bsseat,  smaller; 
lb.  8.  understood  that  he  might  have  one 
of  the  largM.  'So  money  was  offered  as  a 
temptation  to  engage,  bnt  he  flilly  nndentood 
that  eve^  gentleman  was  to  pay  his  foil  pro- 

rrtion  of  ^e  price.  He  stated  to  tb.  S^  that 
would  save  the  United  States  mnoh  !n  men 
and  money  to  have  the  adieme  aooomidisbad. 
and  added,  that  if  Congress  desired  it,  M  oonld 
remove  the  Miami  Indians  to  the  other  mdo  of 
the  lakea,  Mr.  S.  asked  him  what  he  proposed 
■honld  be  offered  for  the  lands.  He  said,  that 
wonld  lemun  in  the  breasts  of  the  gentlemen 
in  Oongrees.  Mr.  S.  asked  whether  one  dollar 
an  aere  oonld  be  afforded,  he  objected  to  that 
aa  byfkr  too  mnch.  Mr.  8.  mentioned  twenty- 
five  cents,  that  was  too  mnch,  Ur,  8.  then 
8ogge«ted  that  he  sappoaed  two  and  a  half  cents 
were  contemplated.  Bandall  answered,  that  if 
OongreBs  fixed  this  price  it  wonld  bo  well  so. 
He  offered  no  direct  bribe  to  Mr.  B.,  bnt  pro- 
posed to  take  snch  members  into  the  scheme  at 
flrst  ooet  as  chose  to  embark  in  it.  Mr.  B. 
asked  him  who  was  to  offer  tus  memoriaL  He 
mentioned  a  gentleman  of  great  vei^  in  the 
Honse. 


Mr.  Smm,  of  Maryland,  answered,  on  the 
BimdaT  following  the  10th,  whidi  mnst  have 
been  the  18th. 

Mr.  Lewis,  throng  ti»  Spbaxxb,  asked  Mr. 


S.,  of  Maryland,  whether  BandaDhadiiotMa, 
that  he  had  aotnalty  a  minority  in  Ikrw  of  b 
scheme;  or,  Qiathe  expected togetsm^ctf^l 
Hr.  SiOTB,  of  IfaryEand,  mdendood  thtk 
had  a  m^ori^,  and  <m  tms  gramid,  be  nij  to 
Mr.  a.  that  his  oo^jperation  was  not  sbntOeir 


The  prisoner  wm  remanded,  and  Ae  Hiaa 
a^Jonmed. 

Ttodat,  JansBij  & 
(km  ^  Stitrt  BaniaJL 

AtUK  dlsparing  of  the  morning  tinm'nini 

Robert  Randall  was  dten  bron^  to  thels^ 
attended  by  his  two  connsd ;  the  Saige  d  As 
District  of  Pennsvlvania  likewise  took  bit  u^ 
tm  y«Ht«iday,  at  the  Olerk^  table.  The  Sitit 
KB  then  addreeaed  the  prisram  as  Mlon: 
"  Robert  Randall,  this  is  the  dirf  and  binr.tD 
which  yonr  ftrther  exandnaticRi  was  poanosel; 
yon  aro  now  at  liber^  to  proceed  iriu  ;vk 
defence." 

Mr.  Oiua  then  moved  tliat  Vi.  C&tKS 
sbonki  be  sworn.  This  was  done.  The  am- 
her  then  stated  that  he  had  been  at  ViSM 
phia,  abont  the  month  of  October  IkL  & 
met  with  Mr.  Randall,  who  made  up  tc  b^ 
and  observed  that  he  had  this  iDnmier  lieecii 
Canada.  He  had  missed  the  object  fir  ititti 
he  wwt :  bnt  he  had  met  with  another  wtiA 
he  thoDght  woidd  prove  advantageoua  Ht  i 
first  advised  Mr,  Randall  to  apply  to  the  Seen- 
tary  of  State.  Mr.  Randolph  liad  jnit  tbs 
redgned  his  office ;  and  no  other  penon  fV 
qipointed  in  bis  stead.  Mr.  O.  tbea  td>wi 
him  to  lay  the  afiSair  before  the  Punan 
Whm  be  came  back  to  town  at  the  st^ 
down  of  Congress,  Randall  oame  agiin  to  iai, 
and  sud  that  by  good  advice  he  had  tltend  U 
plan.  He  oomplained  that  Mr.  0.  was  tbe  nlf 
number  who  had  not  been  ready  to  MBrtiia- 
A  oonaderable  m^ority  of  the  Eodbs  of  Rt^ 
aentativea  were  secnred  to  the  scheme.  It  ^ 
said,  that  he  never  would  advise  CoiigreJ>  ^ 
sell  th^  lands  nnder  a  dollar  per  acre;  udM 
Mr.  RandaU  wanted  the  lands  so  mncb  clxspa^ 
he  must  in  the  conrse  of  his  duty  tq^os^  li* 
plan.  Mr,  0.  inquired  who  were  his  adriHt 
He  answered,  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  told  1^ 
that  Mr.  Skdowioe  recommended  thisnTCl 
prooeeding,  and  was  to  ^w  op  a  mano™  ** 
be  bid  before  the  Honse  upon  &e  snyMt- 

Mr.  Skdowiok  finding  his  name  tbm  ux^' 
poctodly  introdnced,  wished  to  be  sDofaJ  " 
pve  oath  in  M^er  that  he  should  tell  all  bet^'- 

The  oath  was  administered  to  Ttt- 9"^ 
wicE,  who  gave  information  to  the  fiAi^ 
effect:  He  had  never  in  his  life  seen  Biiio4 
till  he  was  pro«hioed  at  tiie  bar.  WhitiMT  M 
had  aeta  two  or  three  times.  Tb«  Ur-  'f* 
mmtioned  by  Whitnev,  in  his  declsistK^  o** 
within  abont  Uurty-foor  mlm  of  Mr.  S"* 
wioe'b  honse.  Whitney,  with  Mr.  J<»i«  ""I"^ 
a  connderable  time  ago,  to  him  one  ^""f?^ 
while  he  was  at  bteaktet.    Tbej  i*^  "^ 
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ipinkiQ ;  which  was,  that  GoTemment  would 
lot  Mil  an;  land^  till  the  Indian  clum  was  first 
ixtiinguislied.  Ar.  Jones  ende&vored  to  con- 
Tiice  Mr.  Sbdowiok  of  the  benefits  which  wonld 
'esnlt  to  the  United  States  from  this  sde.  Mr. 
\kdovujs.  Bcooinpaaied  them  to  ihe  door  of  his 
lODse,  where  Tb.  Jonea  oslced  him  whether 
2iere  would  be  any  thing  Imiffoper  in  «  member 
)f  the  Legislature  being  concerned  In  snch  a 
jurohasel  Mr.  Szdowiok  sdd,  that  this  wonld 
lepend  eatirt^  on  the  mode  of  api>lioatioD.  If 
t  was  to  the  Land  Office,  there  wonld  be  noth- 
ng  wrong  in  it;  if  to  Oongreas,  then  it  wonld 
M  a  man  makintf  abargunwith  himself.  Whit- 
HT,  ranoe  Mr.  Biiwwiox  came  to  town,  had 
jaUed  two  or  three  times  on  him.  He  got  his 
KTTSnt  for  more  than  onoe  to  denj  him,  as  he 
waa  busy.  Once,  howeTer,  he  did  see  him ;  the 
liM  qnestion  of  Mr.  Sedowick  was,  from  what 
StatA  did  he  oomef  He  sdd  he  reuded  in  Ver- 
mont. He  then  spoke  of  the  matter  in  a  general 
waj;  and  Mr.  Ssdswioz,  whose  ol^ectit  was 
b>  shake  him  off,  advised  his  calling  on  Mr. 
Bvcx,  a  member  from  that  State,  as  it  wonld 
be  more  proper  to  call  on  him.  Mr.  Sbdowicx 
believed  that  he  was  more  teazed  with  applica- 
tiona  of  this  jprtTate  kind  than  any  member  in 
the  House.  During  the  conference  with  Whit- 
ney,  be  did  not  remember  that  Randall's  name 
was  ever  introduced.  Mr.  Sedowiok  heard, 
with  astonishment,  the  name  of  Colonel  Fepnue 
mentiooed.  He  lived  opposite  to  Mr.  Sxdowiox'b 
hoDse,  in  the  town  <^  Stockbridge,  He  rode 
down  from  that  place  to  New  Toric,  along  with 
Mr.  Bedowiok,  and  never  spoke  one  word  of 
the  matter  to  him. 

Randall  had,  among  other  stories,  told  Mr. 
SunTSL  SioTH  that  Mr.  Wu.  Surta  thovld  bring 
forward  this  land  buslneeH,  in  the  Eonse.  He 
podtivelj  Bwd  so  to  Mr.  8.  Sioth  on  the  18th 
<d  December,  and  it  would  be  proved  that  he 
had  never  exchanged  a  word  with  Mr.  W. 
SXTTH,  nor  ever  aeen  Mm  till  the  B2d  of  that 
month,  Tiz :  about  nvn«  day»  after.  This  ie  the 
mbftance  of  a  short  explanation  which  took 

C  between  some  of  the  members,  after  Sfr. 
wioK  had  ended  his  declaration.  Mr.  W. 
BuiH  Uien  a^ed  Randall,  whether  it  was  not 
trne,  that  he  spoke  to  Mr.  SAMiraL  Smith  before 
he  qwke  to  himself?  Mr.  Tilghman,  in  reply, 
Mid  that  Iwwas  antborized  to  answer  in  the 
■fflrmstiTe.  This  pots  to  rest  the  story  related 
1^  Randall  to  the  member  from  Baltimore. 

Wkmiwdat,  January  6. 
Oat  <if  Boberi  MaadaO, 
Vi,  Sedowick  laid  before  the  Honse  aome 
adffitiDiis  to  his  evidence,  delivered  yesterday. 
He  gave  in  a  written  copy  of  the  whole,  and 
wished  that  it  niii^t  be  added  to  the  declaration 
already  made.  The  paper  was  read,  and,  on 
motion,  ordered  to  be  inserted  Jn  the  jonrnals. 
Mr.  BcDowicE  said  he  had  yesterday  mentioned 
OoU  Pepnne  being  tn  Philadelphia,  bat  he  had 
not  seen  hfm.    He  has  mnoe  done  so.    The  Col- 


onel lodges  at  the  sign  of  the  Drover,  in  Third 
street,  imd  is  ready,  when  called  npon  by  the 
Honse,  to  tell  every  oircDmstanca  which  he 
knows  abont  the  transsotion  of  Randall  or 
Whitney. 

Mr.  W.  SuTR  submitted,  whether  it  wonld 
,j  proper  to  proceed  any  &rther  in  the  ease  of 
BandaJl,  till  some  hearing  bad  been  given  to 
Whitney. 

It  was  then  moved  by  a  member  that  the 
case  of  Randall  shonld  be  postponed.  After 
some  conversation  as  to  the  point  of  order,  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Harpkb  then  read  two  reeolntions.  Of 
the  first,  the  following  is  the  snbstaooe ; 

Suohtd,  Thst  tny  atCenpt  to  infloeDce  the  oon. 
duct  of  this  HoDW,  or  it<  memben,  on  anbjecta  sp- 
pertwning  to  their  Legislative  fanctlooi,  by  motives 
other  than  the  poblJo  advantage,  li  s  high  contempt 
at  this  Hotue,  end  a  brsacli  of  its  privileges.* 

The  second  reeolntlon  waa,  fn  snhstanoe,  that 
Randall  having  committed  snch  an  offence,  was 
gnilty  of  such  a  contempt,  &o. 
Mr.  Habpks  thought  it  proper,  before  de- 
ding  as  to  Randall,  to  lay  down  certun  prin- 
ciples, and  decide  whether  the  offence  was  in 
itself  criminal  or  not,  before  determining  the 
oondnot  <^  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  KiTOBXLL  thonght  these  resolutions  mi- 
neo«esary.  The  only  thing  before  the  HoDse 
was  to  call  on  the  prisoner,  and  pronounce  him 
ather  innocent  or  guilty. 

Mr.  HABran,  in  defence  of  bis  resolutions, 
said,  that  one  misfortune  attending  privileges 
was,  that  thev  coold  not  be  exactly  define! ; 
bnt,  as  &r  OB  tney  could  be  ascertained,  !t  was 
the  bnsiness  of  the  House  to  do  so.  If  this 
offence  is  a  breach  of  privilege,  we  are  entitied 
to  declare  it  such,  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  may  be  informed  that  it  is  so. 

Mr.  W,  BvTTH  could  not  conceive  how  any 
member  wonld  vote  against  this  first  resolution. 
If  werefose  to  say  that  the  act  itself  is  a  crime, 
how  erf  we  condemn  Randall  as  criminal? 
We  are,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  bound  to 
vote  for  the  proposition.  We  have  declared 
the  attempt  oi  Randall  to  be  a  high  offenoe 
and  contempt  If  any  member  thinks  it  not 
BO,  then,  to  be  sure,  he  will  vote  against  it  Mr. 
SuiB  s^d  that  Le^slative  bodies  had  flre- 
quently,  while  a  prisoner  was  on  trial  before 
uiem,  laid  down  rules  to  goide  them,  previong 
to  their  pronouncing  sentence.  A  former  mem- 
ber had  suggeeted  that  it  was  better  to  make 
the  resolution  a  preamble  to  the  sentence,  and 
introdnoe  it  widt  a  aktreai.  Aa  it  stands  at 
present,  it  Is  agreeable  to  what  had  been  done 

Mr.  NiOBOLAB  hoped  that  members  were  not 
to  be  bound  by  any  thing  yet  done.  At  the 
first  embarking  of  the  Eonse  in  this  aflair,  he 
had  felt  donbts.  Els  scmples  had  gradually 
augmented,  and  he  was  now  of  opinion  that 
Randall  should  not  have  been  meddled  with  at 
all,  in  the  present  way.  The  right  of  privilege 
had  been  ^ven  np,  unless  in  cases  of  absdnt« 
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naemitj.  He  did  not  think  tiiatMiyreai^tfaai 
liad  yet  pused  the  Hoom,  apon  do*  omader- 
Ktioa,  wwiher  thej  bad  a  ri^t  to  ptooMd  <« 
not  Ur.  KiOHOua  raoommeBded  knitf ,  ntfaar 
than  &  parade  of  integri^,  when  then  waa  no 

Ejond  otsfm^fBoa — a  poradewhioh  Troold  not 
r&  been  made  if  ibere  had  been  anj  i^ 

Ifr.  WtiUAna  thooffbt  the  reeolntiona  alto- 
gether iinmeoMni7.  1^  i«iaa^  is  alreadj 
«nteredon  th«  jonnulB.  All  that  the  Honae 
have  to  do  b  to  declare  Bandall  gBiltror  doL 

Mr,  Qllboiibb  ^reed  with  Mr.  Wiluucb, 
bat  ha  was  aMoniaMd  at  tlie  doctrine  held  np 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Ve  had  been 
told  yesterday,  at  the  bar,  that  the  offence  is 
not  ponishable  bj  the  common  law.  We  are 
not  to  do  BO  by  prinlege.  The  conaeqnenoe  ia, 
that  an  attempt  to  cormpt  members  cannot  be 
pimiahed  at  afl.  It  woold  not  be  proper  to  teU 
tiiis  to  the  pablio.  Aaj  body  may  uten  oome 
here  and  bid  for  votce. 

Ur.  EiLLBovss  thonght  that  the  counsel  yeS' 
terday  bad  fairly  ^ven  op  the  point,  for  diey 
admitted  that  improper  violence  without  doon 
was  a  breach  of  privilege.  Mr.  H.  argned  that 
this  waa  na  great  a  TioTonce  as  oonld  be.  He 
was  for  inflicting  a  paniahment. 

Ur.  LivurasTOK  uiooght  the  wording  of  the 
first  clause  too  broad.  Any  member ^oken  to 
witbODt  doora  might  oome  into  the  House  and 
oomplun  of  a  Jiruob  of  privilege  on  trifling 
gronnda. 

Ur.  GiLss  would  not  at  present  enter  into  the 
qnestion  whether  there  had  been  a  breach  of 
privilege  or  not.  From  any  thing  yet  seen,  he 
was  doabtfuL  He  was  against  uie  preamble. 
Privilege  waa  of  an  iosinaatjng  nature.    Ur. 


the  street  a  member  of  this  Hoose,  may  say  to 
blm,  "  Sir,  bj  voting  for  anoh  a  thing  in  the 
House,  you  will  destroy  yonr  popnlarity  in  your 
district."  This  argument  was  not  on  motives 
of  pnblio  good,  and  a  member  might  by  this 
leeolotioD  be  warranted  to  oome  into  the  House 
and  oomplain  of  it  aa  a  breach  of  privilege. 
He  wished  for  the  previoos  question,  which  waa 
taken,  and  bj  a  great  m^ority  the  reaulutjon 
was  negatived. 

Hr.  LiviNosTOH  then  read  two  resotnUons. 
Their  tenor  was,  that  it  appears  to  this  House 
that  Robert  Handsll  has  been  gnilty  of  a  con- 
tempt and  a  breach  of  tb6  privil^es  of  this 
House,  by  attempting  to  cormpt  the  integrity 
of  its  members,  in  the  manner  laid  to  hia 
charg«,  and  that  Randall  shonld  be  called  np  to 
tiie  bar,  reprimanded  by  the  Spbixxb,  and  re- 
committed to  ouatody,  till  farther  orders  Arotn 
tUs  House. 

On  the  first  resolution  the  yeas  uid  naya 
were  called  for— yeas  78,  n^s  IT. 

After  some  converaation,  the  aec<md  resolu- 
tion waa  likewise  agreed  to. 

Randall  was  then  brought  to  the  bar,  and  in 
a  few  words  reprimanded  by  the  BiVixxn,    To 


eallhisoa  

dtiBoMn,  was  too  mild  a  atatt.  T3m  oaAHt 
was  erim,  B38  sf^tanat  inoraDiM  of  Oc  ^ 
tor*  and  aztant  uhis  gioEt  bad  tedseed  Urn 
Honae  to  bo  man  indnuent  thaa  ti^  oth^ 
wise  wonld  bare  bean,  nw  ^sak^  iiifMit 
him  that  he  waa  reooinmitt«d  to  tK^tody  d 
fortber  «den  frmn  tlie  Honaa. 

TsTiBaDAT,  January  7. 
Gait  nf  Okarlm  WUtme^. 

]fr.  Vmmr  was  new  bron^t  in.  Tim 
Spkakbb  addreaaed  him  as  fo&ow»:  "^taba 
Whitney,  the  i[iJcBiDati(«  lodged  aguBot  yvn  ■■ 
the  jonniala  of  the  Hoaae  wUl  now  ba  read  H 
you  by  the  (Aerk."  Tbis  was  aocmdiugly  dv* 

Mr.  WmrnxT  waa  next  aAed  at  wbat  ^mm 
be  woold  be  ready  to  ptoeeedwitb  liiii  ilrfwifiil 
He  replied  that  ha  thongfat  he  ooatd  be  n^y  ta 
go  on  just  now,  if  he  h^  ooioweL  If  bo  eodd 
get  them  to^norrow,  he  shonld  ba  |^ad  tap 
on  then,  in  Mder  to  get  the  thing  ow.  M 
ooonsel  oonld  not  be  got,  be  would  riaiiiiii  a 
delay  till  Uonday.  Be  waa  bom  lb.  Bvtx  M 
mistaken  his  meaning.  He  was  tcrid  tbst  b 
would  ba  called  on  again  hMooTTow,  and  if  ha 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  ocnmael  titan,  thaa 
was  a  probabiUty  of  hia  b^ig  alkrwod  a  delM 
tmHond^. 

Ifr,  Bonsira  stated  tbe  hardship  of  iilJ'n'ig 
the  [MiBODer  to  tt»  connsri ;  do  iiihImIiBI) 
existing  of  any  thing  farther  betng  faroigAt 
against  him.  There  was  but  little  in  the  diaiiga, 
aomitting  it  to  be  tme.  Ur.  B.  mde  •  diori— 
tion  of  the  converaation  having  [iiiimil  in  Tar- 
mont,  not  in  Philadelphia  It  was  bedbn  Xn 
Bugs  oame  to  Oongreas  at  alL 

Vr.  Giles  had  yesterday  expreaaad  but  Htda 
satiabotion  at  the  mode  of  ocmdnetuig  thia  bo- 
vneaa,  nor  bad  bia  aalisbetion  been  nnae  an^ 
meoted  by  further  refleotion.  He  nad  a  mocia^ 
whieh  was  seoonded,  for  dismissing  WliHaay 
immediately.  Admitlii^  i^  vriudt  stood  dbm^ 
ed,Ur.  GiLaa  did  not  oor  "  "  - 
any  breach  of  privilegeL 

Mr.  W.  Smi^  regarded  this  re 
mature;  he  wished  to  have  the  regnlarfotsBrf 
trial  gone  through,  aa  in  the  other  case.  Wbsa. 
the  trial  was  Snisbed,  the  Honee  eoidd  ths 
decide  on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prMonoi 
He  thought  tliat  Kr.  Buok  oo^t  to  be  awna. 
Wheu  the  offer  waa  made  in  Vennoat,  ha  wm 
looked  upon  as  a  member  of  Congrem,  and  tha 
temptation  which  had  been  held  oot  to  him  WW 

contempt  of  the  Hoose.    There  waa  not  jit 
"'  ' —       to  Justify  bis  diat^uns. 

ion  to  H 
liladclphiL 

It  wonld  commit  tbe  dignity  of  the  House  to 
say  that  we  have  kept  a  man  in  jail  for  a  weal; 
and  then  have  dismissed  him  witboot  a  iniL 
It  implies  that  we  never  had  any  right  to  arreri 
him.  Ifr.  H.  bad  not  formed  his  ultimate  a}n- 
ion  on  the  autfject.  He  wished  the  trial  to  h* 
gone  through,  and  then,  if  the  priaonar  psoved 
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niifMTftPt.  ditodn  hiiDi  He  hod  nude  spplio^ 
ion  to  ft  member  in  thii  town,  beridea  ICr. 
3nox  iu  Yenaottt.  [Mr.  Qooi»uB,  on  whom 
ti.  Whitney  caUed,  after  he  ome  to  PhiUdtl- 
>biA.] 

Mr.  BcoK  olgected  to  the  immeduite  diomiB- 
ion  d  Whitney.  It  strnok  him  u  an  impro- 
iriety  to  dimuBB  tbe  prisoner  by  an  onqnalifled 
tsolntim.  It  would  be  better  to  sti^  as  a 
wiaon,  that  the  attempt  to  eorrapt  the  integ- 
ity  of  a  m«nber  had  hmpened  in  Yennont, 
Mfore  the  Bitting  down  (rfOonarcM.  Then  let 
he  qneatini  a»ie  ftorward  and  be  tried. 

ICr.  ScDawtOK  had,  more  than  was  nnul  with 
>im,  avoided  qieakina  on  thk  qneetion.  He 
larly  enlert«ined  an  idet  that  an  applioation  to 
I  ntember  of  OongreiL  befinre  it  lat,  wm  not  a 
>reach  <tf  pririlege.  It  waa  an  nnfiwtonate  dr- 
mmrtanee  wlien  die  lame  penona  vere  to  be 
K>th  jndgee  and  partiei.  People  were  aft  to 
tet  into  a  paarion  when  cme  eame  to  tltua  end 
■id,  "I  oon«id»  joa  as  raeoala,  and  I  want  to 
Hirobaw  a  portion  of  your  raaoali^." 

Mr.  iiixaaos  said,  it  appeared  to  him  that 
he  HoDSe  ooold  have  no  pririlegee,  nnkas  what 
krisee  fi-om  the  necemtj  of  the  ease.  He  differ- 
>d  frtHD  the  opinion  formed  by  the  Honee,  bnt 
la  wiahed  them  to  act  in  conformi^  to  tlieir 
(wn  principle.  The  object  at  preeent  before 
1m  Home  is,  to  keep  its  memben  free  from 
lormption.  Whether  a  propoul  ia  made  in 
own  or  conotiy,  if  we  duanui  names  and  ar- 
nmsUuioev  and  look  only  to  the  anbatanoe  of 
he  thing,  thwe  is  no  distinotioa  between  the 
wo  eaaea. 

Mr.  Faoi  sud,  that  if  the  motion  tar  dismiss- 
Dg  had  oome  on  a  week  ago,  he  would  have 
meed  for  it.  He  wished  to  get  rid  of  the  mat- 
er as  &Bt  as  poanble.  He  ^nded,  though  not 
a  direct  terms,  to  the  idea  of  Mr.  Lewis,  that 
t  would  have  been  better  to  have  kicked  some 
leople  down  stair^  Qian  to  have  made  t~ 
Meets  of  prosecution. 

Mr.  Bakpsb  oonddered  it  aa  a  material  dis- 
inction  between  a  member  being  attacked  and 
leaten,  fur  example,  in  Philadelphia,  dariDg  his 
Meodance  on  Oongreaa,  and  the  same  accident 
■oonrring  during  the  reoess,  in  a  distant  part  of 
he  oonntry.  It  was  admitted  tJiat  the  doctrine 
4  privilege  violated  the  rights  of  the  people, 
nd  oonld  be  justified  only  apon  the  plea  of  oe- 
eavty :  it  being  so  liable  to  misapprehenaiou 
ad  miaoonstractJoQ,  he  wished  to  see  as  little 
if  it  Bs  poasilde.  lie  gave  his  hearty  codcut- 
«Boe  to  the  reeolotion  of  Mr.  Gmcs,  He  liad 
leen  desiromi  of  seeing  snch  a-  thing  brongbt 
brward.  He  adverted  to  the  delicate  utuation 
if  the  HoQse,  at  once  aocusera,  jndges,  and 


Mr.  OiiiATis  spoke  a  few  words  in  fkvor  of 
he  motion. 

Mr.  laiAO  Siaia  was  persuaded  that  the 
louse  possessea  privileges,  and  has  a  right  to 
ixert  tnem.  They  are  pointed  out  by  the  con- 
ititntion.  Mr.  3.  wished  to  dismiaa  the  prisoner. 
It  had  been  said  that  dismis^ng  him  witliaut  a 


trial,  after  baviiig  ^iprehended  and  oomBned 
biro,  would  be  casting  a  refieotion  on  theHooaak 
Mosnehthfaigl  There  existed  probable  gronnda 
ofsii8pid<».  We  bave  waited  ftdl  time,  and  DO 
proof  naa  oome  forward.  Then  let  him  go,  and 
the  socmer  that  we  do  it  the  better. 

When  Mr.  IsjlAO  Sioth  sat  down,  Mr.  Gilh 
rose  to  offer  a  reeolnlioii,  in  plaoe  of  his  former 

H  Hmelred,  That  It  appean  to  dds  Hooae  tha>  Aa 
Infbnnatiim  lodged  agauut  OtMAa  WbknaydMs  net 
•mount  to  a  breach  of  the  pMleges  at  this  Bem^ 
ud  that  he  thsnfiire  be  diaohaigsd  bam  aatodj.' 

Vr.  FasBiuir  voted  yesterday  in  a  minoiHr 
for  diemisdng  Randall.  He  would  tiiis  day 
vote  for  discharging  Whitney.  As  to  the  dig- 
nity of  tlie  Honse,  even  an  outrage  npon  it 
could  be  as  well  pnnished  by  s  Justice  of  the 
Peace  as  by  oarselvee.  He  stated  the  extreme 
difficnlty  of  adopttng,  in  practice,  the  doctrine 
laid  down,  that  an  improper  offer  made  to  a 
member  when  in  the  country,  was  to  be  pnnish- 
ed as  a  breach  of  privilege,  A  member,  sup- 
pose from  Qeoi^ia,  comes  here,  and  tells  a  story 
of  somebody  in  that  State  who  has  made  him 
an  nusnitable  proposal :  the  Bergeant-at-Arma 
is  instantly  despatched  a  thousand  miles  to  bring 
this  person  to  the  bar  fbr  contempt  of  the 
Honse.  What  kind  of  a  bnsiness  would  this  be  t 

Mr.  Hastlet  thougbt  tbe  resolntion  last  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Giles  had  too  much  narrowed  the 
ground  of  dismissing  Whitney.  He  had  been 
taken  np  as  an  associate  with  Randal).  The 
charge  had  not  been  properly  supported  by  evi- 
dence. Dismiss  him,  and  let  the  want  of  proof 
be  your  reason  for  it.  Mr.  H.  cordially  agreed 
witn  the  subetance  of  the  resolntion,  but  he  ob- 
jected to  the  wording  of  it, 

Mr.  ErronELL  pointed  out  the  wide  dlstiao- 
tion  between  thecases  of  Randall  and  Whitney. 
It  had  been  siud  that  the  latter  must  be  crimi- 
nal, for  he  was  an  associate  with  Randall.  Mr. 
E.  saw  no  such  thing.  There  was  no  criminality 
in  ttie  bond.  Keep  a  man  in  Jul  week  after 
week  upon  Idle  suspicion!  Injustice,  Whitney 
ought  to  have  been  tried  at  first,  when  he  de- 
cided himself  ready  fur  trial.  Mr.  E.  was  tar 
disoharaing  him  this  day. 

Mr.  Habfkb  now  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution  before  tlie  House :  it  was  in  these 


"  iDBimnoh  u  tbs  prc^osali  made  by  t 


1  had  taken  hii  ae>t  in  tha  Hoiua.'' 

Mr,  GiLM. — If  the  amendment  succeeded,  ho 
would  vote  sgninst  the  whole  proposition.  This 
was  a  renewolof  the  attempt  to  define  privilege. 
It  was  not  practicable.  Every  case  of  the  kind 
must  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  Mr.  O.  would 
vote  agfunst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Macon  read  a  resolution,  that  Charles 
Whitney  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the 
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Mr.  SiDVinoK  thoo^  tt  m  awkward  tUag 
to  atMnpt  giving  anj  rwona.  If  gMdMsan 
m  wiU^t  to  •«••  to  dlMhare»  Mr.  WUImt, 
tha;  onght  to  dbeharga  Um.  Hmt  anigB  w* 
fcrant  laasoiu  fbrtlw  taoM  prooMdinga,  and 
win  not  ooaacot  to  tt,  bat  «ai»  in  hia  own  par> 
tkolar  moda. 

Mr.  Hutm  was  aManidied  to  bear  to  manr 
InvinoiUe  ottjeedonato  telling  tb«  rootiT«a  wbT 
wa  agrw  in  a  meomra.  It  liad  Immi  ooiqilalMa 
that  privilege  was  nadeflned ;  that  it  waa  aa  aa- 
Binning,  erMping  mouter.  An  attempt  bad 
been  made  to  define  it,  in  part,  fndtUa  aba 
had  been  ot))eoted  to. 

Vx.  Haooh  a^d,  that  he  would  vote  to  ^a- 
dkarge  Whltnef,  for  a  pardoolar  reaaoo  alleged 
b7  Kr.  GiLBa. 

Now,  replied  Ur.  Qnjn,  if  the  gentleman  ta 
to  vote  f<^  the  diemiadon  becanaa  that  is  m7 
reaaon,  I  deaire  bim  to  vote  againat  the  Amis- 
sion. Hy  reaeoo  f(«  dieobaigiag  Wbitoer  is 
t<rtall7  iMbrent.    '  ........ 


I  ai^e,  that  bD  which  i 


proved,  doM  not  amoont 

privilegee.    That  ii  my  motive  Ibr  dismisring 

the  pruoner. 

An  amendment  was  propoaed  to  strike  out  of 
the  rescdation  of  Mr.  Ouai  the  following  words : 
"  That  it  M>pean  to  thla  Honse,  that  the  tnfor- 
nutiim  lodged  againat  Ohadea  Whitoe^,  does 
not  amoBDt  to  a  'M'aaah  of  the  privilegee  of  this 
House ;  and."  The  amendment  vae  i^reed  to 
—ayes  43,  noes  41. 

It  was  then  moved  to  alter  the  remiJnder  of 
the  resoliiU<m,  b^  rtrikiAg  oat  the  word  "  be," 
and  iDswttng  "  Oharlea  WhiUeT."  The  smeod- 
ment  was  adcfited ;  and  the  rescMntioa  so  amoid- 
«d,  stood  thus: 

AmdIm^  That  GhailM  TUImj'  be  disdkaiged 
ttaca  the  mutodj  tf  Um  Sexgaaat-at-Anu. 

This,  also,  waa  agreed  to. 

FnisAT,  January  8. 

JnxKiAH  Ouna,  from  Maryland,  ^ipeared, 
was  qnaMed,  and  took  his  seat 

Indian  lYadiMg  Smum, 

The  Honsa  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Tti.  MtrBLTOBBBQ  in  the  ehair,  on  the  Ull  to  ea- 
toUidi  tra^ng  hoosea  for  the  Indian  tribes. 

Mr.  Dattoh  ottjected  to  the  Ull,  so  br  as  ft 
empowers  tboae  who  are  to  sell  the  goods  to 
the  Indians,  to  proonre  or  pnrahase  the  goods. 
He  oonndered  tne  anittng  theee  powers  in  the 
lame  persons  m  highly  exoeptionable  and  llaUe 
to  great  abuse.  He  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
words  "procure  or." 

Ur.  Pasxzb  said  that  the  otjeotion  was  mis- 
^^lied,  for  snbseqnont  olanaee  placed  the  ban- 
nesa  nnder  the  speual  direction  ik  the  Presidkkt 
or  TBI  Uhitxd  SrATia.  He  should  Qot,  how- 
ever, object  to  striking  cat  the  words.  His 
view  in  rising  was  mere^  to  JnstilV  the  oommib- 
tee  who  reported  the  bill,  as  they  had  supposed 
that  snfflaient  goards  were  provided. 

Mr.  Oiui  did  not  think  the  reason  given  for 


In  the  diird  aeedon,  Mr.  BntawTOK  ol^ertrt 
to  the  wwds  '■bying  adds  all  vievr  of  gdn  lif 
the  trade."  Tber  ml^  operate  dindfSB- 
tageonrir  to  fite  pe<¥le  offlie  Unitad  Btale^  ff 
Qovemment  sboold  enter  into  tUs  tr«de  «■  * 
pHn^le  that  wooid  precdnde  aD  private  adm 
'-"      the  same  line  l^ddMiw.    nvvwA 

s  presented  a  snbetttaAe.     Xt  ifr 


latea  to  eompenntioD  of  agents  and  el«rks  to  ba 
employed,    nie  smn  of doOan  n 


■  tftba 


oommittAe. 

In  the  seventh  section,  Mr.  Baiwwiua.  OMvat 
an  amendment,  providing  for  tite  furMtora  ef 
Uoenses  in  eaae  of  contravening  the  provirfoaa 
of  the  law.      TUs  motiOD  was  wMtdrawn  ta 


order  to  IntTodnee  the  provtsian  elsewhsse. 

ICr.  MiLtSMi  movea  to  strike  ovt  die  wfaele 
of  tins  seventh  seetion.  It  appeared  to  him  ta 
involve  provMms  wtiidi  would  be  proper  in  an- 
other law,  bnt  In  ftis  KB  Ueaded  two  f  -    ' 


Hr.  Bedswiol  eonrfdered  the  praviiuum  fa 
this  section  referring  to  certain  ndee  fbr  rega- 
lating  the  pnbUe  trade  witii  ttte  Indtans,  as 
proper,  etnee  rimflar  ralea  would  be  made  In 
regnlating  flte  toade  of  fndlvidnals  vrHh  InfiaMi 
On  this  gromd  ha  was  fbr  retuning  tbe  sea- 
don. 

Tt  was  moved  to  modUy  tbe  aeotton  br  eon- 
fining  the  provisions  to  **tbe  agenta  <»-  cjerfcs," 
Bpenaltf  emplojed  by  tbe  United  Stataa.  "On 
amendment  was  sgreed  to. 

On  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  axDOWioz,  tbe  lat 
danse  of  the  seventh  section,  retetive  to  lb* 
oath  or  aflbmation,  was  ezpmiged. 

The  committee  then  rone;  tne  Ohalrman  re- 
ported the  bill  with  the  amraidmenta,  wfakft 


Mr.  SwTTT  expressed  his  diaqtprobatimi  of  As 
btB.  He  thonght  the  objeot  unattainable  to  snjr 
important  extent.  He  disapproved  of  pahtki 
bodiee  bring  ooooenied  En  trade.  It  is  aimji 
managed  bmter  bv  IndividDala.  Oreat  iom  and 
^apidation  are  the  consequence ;  nor  is  it  p 
dble  to  guard  against  ftwMs  and  abuses.  T_. 
pnbltc  have  n6  money  to  spare.  It  is  the  optn- 
•  '■'--  " -■"-  of  Ways  and  Means,  Utit 


"K 


fiff  thepnliAt 


service.    We  must  . . 

the  sake  of  trading  with  the  Indiana.  He  hoped 
not  Mr.  S.  oondnded  by  a  motion  for  striimig 
cat  the  first  section. 

Ur.  Pabkkb  supported  the  prindpl«  of  tiie 
bill ;  he  wished  a  foir  experiment  to  be  msds. 
The  pl&n  is  fbnnded  on  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence. It  has  been  reoommeoded  by  the  Pok- 
sm  fton  year  to  fear.  Mr.  P.,on  tiusKiltfec]^ 


DEBATB8  OF  OONGBEes. 
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[H.  or  S 


had  been  in  Bentiment  with  hun.  It  was  well- 
bnomi  he  Lad  never  lightl;  advooated  a  di»~ 
bnisement  of  public  moner ;  on  tbb  ocosson,  it 
vonld  be  a  saving  of  pablio  monej.  It  will  coat 
miieb  lew  to  con^iate  the  good  opiaion  of  the 
Indiant  than  to  pa;  men  fur  deetrojing  them. 

ill.  BiuMonea  was  in  favor  of  on  experiment. 
Mooh  had  been  anticipated  firom  the  plan;  a 
bef^nning  bad  been  made,  and  be  thoogbt  it  best 
to  try  it  for  BDch  a  length  of  time  aa  would  af- 
ford a  fair  experimeDt  of  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  SwAinnoK  aaid  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
piinciplee  of  the  biil,  were  it  merely  aa  a  change 
from  OUT  nHoal  ajHtem  of  Indian  afiaira.  We 
hare  hitherto  pnrsned  war  at  as  eipeoBe  of  a 
miUion  and  a  naif  of  dollare  nearlf  annoallj; 
}et  m  now  trj  the  frnita  of  oommerce,  that  be- 
neficent power  which  oemenis  and  tivilizea  ao 
many  nations;  barbarona  till  the;  became  ac- 
quainted willi  its  infloence.  To  enoonrage  us, 
indeed,  a  £aot  baa  come  to  onr  knowledge  on 
the  investigation  of  the  case  of  BandaU.  Gen- 
tlemen will  remember  hie  asaertions  to  them, 
and  the  deed  read  in  the  House,  in  wMoh  bo 
moch  was  stated  of  the  infloenoe  of  the  Oanada 
traders  over  the  Indians:  well,  let  na  tr;  to 
balance  or  oonntervail  this  inflaenoe ;  bat  it  baa 
been  observed,  onr  private  citizenH  will  do  tliis 
snfficiently  in  tbewajoftheirprivate  trade.  In 
genera]  I  am  Mendlj  to  let  commeroe  take  its 
own  level  withont  Gh>vemmental  interference ; 
but  tlie  little  inflaenoe  onr  traders  have  yet  ob- 
tained, ahows  plainly  enough  defective  capital 
or  a  defective  extent  of  trcule ;  both  are  to  be 
apprehended.  So  many  objecta  of  spocnlation  of- 
fer ia  this  conntry,  that  individnalB  may  not  pay 
sufficient  attention  to  this  branch,  In  wniob  uiey 
have  so  powerful  a  British  intereet.to  contend 
with.  Government,  alone,  can  do  thia  in  the 
infancy  of  the  commerce.  Let  the  experiment 
be  made ;  we  can  lose  littJe  by  it ;  we  may  gun 
%  great  deaL  It  has  been  observed,  that  this 
act  has  been  r^ected  ia  three  different  aesaione 
ofCongrees  already;  and  this  is  argaed  as  a 
proof  of  its  want  of  merit ;  but  this  has  been 
tiie  fate  in  England  of  the  navigation  act ;  it  was 
hnndrads  of  years  straggling  to  get  into  enst- 
moe,  bnt  was  not  the  less  acceptable  when  at 
last  it  snoceeded.  Perhaps  we  may  find  this 
bill,  on  experience,  none  the  worse  for  the  diffi- 
colties,  whiob,  as  an  untried  step,  It  has  hith- 
erto had  to  encounter :  it  ie  recommended  by 
general  reasoning ;  let  ns  try  it;  we  can  only 
r^eal  it  if  we  find  it  does  not  answer  the  sau- 
gmue  expectations  entertained  of  it. 

Ur.  luooN  *  was  opposed  to  the  bilL  He 
thoDght  the  drcamstimce  of  the  hndness  having 
been  ao  long  in  agitation,  was  a  reaaon  why  it 
shoold  be  longer  cooaidered.  The  reason  for 
delay  was  certainly  not  weakened  by  that.  The 
bnnne»  waa  highly  improper  for  Government 
to  embark  in. 

*  Of  in  tlie  iDBmiMn  vliD  oppoMd  tLli  tndlDs  eaUbUsh- 
■Hutbem  tha  anonieiuxtasiit,  If r.  Uuon  m»  tlia  only  ons 
tU  nnulaad  In  CoBgiHinitn  It  wu  iMUilwd  Ib  IM. 
Vol.  L— to 


Ur.  Mdbrav  had  bnt  one  idea  to  snggeat,  aa 
it  was  unnecessary  to  go  over  the  generfj  pol- 
icy, whioh  bad  been  amply  staled  by  otJier  gen- 
tlemen. There  appeared  to  him  two  objects; 
first,  the  seooring  the  Indian  friendship  by  p 
snpply  of  their  wants ;  second,  the  supplanting 
the  Britifili  txaders  in  their  ioSaence  over  the 
tribes  whose  hostilities  might  embarrass  ns.  To 
the  last  object,  therefore,  the  meditated  mode  of 
ffapply  by  poblio  agency  was  peculiarly  well 
adapted.  The  Indians  are  now  snpplied  bv  a 
great  company  lon^  established,  very  wealtny, 
and  posseesing  this  inflnence,  in  which  we  mnat 
sappiant  them.  We  are  to  consider  whether,  if 
private  individnals  are  left  to  be  the  only  com- 
petitors with  the  Canada  company,  this  infin- 
enoe  and  tSia  trade  will  be  transferred  agreeably 
to  Bonnd  policy.  He  tbonght  they  wonld  not. 
Small  capitalists,  and  adventurers  yonng  in  this 
trade,  would  certainly  prove  nneqnal  to  a  com- 
petition with  so  w<dl  established  aad  rich  a 
company  as  the  Canada  company.  It  was  no 
oncommon  thing  for  great  oompanies,  when  they 
were  apprehensive  of  what  tbey  would  call  in- 
terlopers, to  cmsli  all  competition  by  making  a 
v()lnntary  sacrifice  of  a  few  thousand  poands 
sterling.  By  imderselling,  on  a  large  acale, 
for  a  t^e,  and  even  a  certain  lose,  they  secured 
themselves  in  Aitore  from  competition,  f**'" 
great  company  can  afford  to  pay  this  price  for 
tiie  perpetuity  of  this  trade  and  influence.  In 
order  to  meet  the  capital  of  thia  company,  we 
must  not  trust  to  indlvidaal  small  capitaliBt& 
By  a  sum  appropriated  by  Government  to  the 
object,  however  large  the  capital  in  competition 
in  Canada,  the  Government  will  be  able  to  beat 
down  the  trade  of  this  company  and  place  it  in 
American  hands ;  and  in  a  few  years  after  the 
competition  has  ceased,  the  Government  may 
then  withdraw  its  agency,  and  leave  it  to  pri- 
vate capitals,  to  whidt  the  field  wUl  then  have 
been  rmdered  easy. 

The  motion  of  Hr.  SwiiT  waa  oegotived; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Wkdubsdat,  January  19. 
Appropriatioui  /or  17BS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  mulring  appropriatJons  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  in  the  year  lT9fl. 

Mr.  WiLUiits,  agreeably  to  notice  given  on  a 
former  day,  moved  to  strike  ont  all  that  gross 
sum  appropriated  for  the  officers  of  the  Hint.* 

Ur.  W.  Shtth  siud  that  a  great  proportion  of 
the  aum  was  for  salaries  established  by  law. 
They  must  be  paid,  till  the  law  is  repealed.  If 
the  gentleman  means  to  suspend  the  whole  ap- 
propriation bi'l  till  an  inqninr  is  gone  through 
with  respect  to  the  Uint,  flie  bill  may  be  delay- 

•  TMt  motion,  going  to  tha  deitnietloil  of  tlio  Hint  Uatit, 
bronchi  op  in  loddsDtal  d*biit*  on  the  right  at  Congnw  to 
withhold  iLpproprlitlonfl  fbr  tbo  Bnpport  o/  oibtliig  Mtub- 
llilnnenCft-whlch  la  (he  only  put  tH  tbt  dtblt*  on  tba  bQl 
wbloh  nliliii  ■  nmlTliit  Ist«r«st 


Goo'^lc 
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«d  for  two  monthi,  and  tii«  oonMqneaoe  be  the 
gTMtMt  embarraaBmeiit  in  GoTamment. 

Mr.  JtKOtUM  BtasB  htd  Dever  be«n  modi 
bror  (rf  th«  Mint,  nor  hid  experianoe  moreaaad 
hia  good  opiDitak  of  IL  But  paning  this  »ppro- 
priadoD  bill  would  not  pravent  a  fhll  inveetiA- 
tiim  of  thU  mbject  hereafter.  He  wu  for  de- 
ferring any  prooeeding  about  the  Mint  till  the 
■eleetooiDnuttee made th«r report.  Heoppoeed 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Skdqwiok  thongfat  that  the  oonrse  which 
the  gentleman  is  parfuiDg  had  never  been  adopt- 
ed before.  It  is  inoorrect  to  disonw  the  merits 
of  the  Mint  in  paaaiiig  thig  bin.  We  might  aa 
well  take  np  the  aalarr  cJ  Qie  Chief  Jnstioe, 
any  other  article  in  the  bill,  aa  the  Mint.  1 
nerer  shoold  have  done,  at  this  rate.  Ve  are 
now  only  to  vote  for  the  bill,  u  agreeable  to  the 
Uwa  alraady  made.  Mr.  Bbdowiok  aaid  that  if 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  WiLuun) 
woud  bring  forward  any  propodtion  for  the 
regolation,  or  even  the  abolition  of  the  eatab- 
Uument  of  the  Itmt,  if  it  oonld  be  proved  pro- 
dootive  of  pnblio  benefit,  he,  with  every  other 
gentleman,  woeld  give  him  thdr  aid  to  effect 
tbe  ol^ect ;  bat  thAt  now,  he  coooeived,  it  conid 
not  regularly  be  brought  forward.  Ha  thought 
an  appropri^ion  bill  shoald  be  conformed  ex- 
actly to  Qie  state  o(  the  pnblio  engagements,  and 
that  where  establiBhmeats  had  been  formed  aod 
Nlaries  provided,  the  unoont  of  them  should  be 
the  principle  of  caloalatiog  ibe  amonnt  of  ap- 
propriatloDg ;  and  that  the  House  oufht  not,  by 
withholding  appropriations,  to  brecik  in  upou 
and  destroy  establishments  formed  by  the  whole 
LegialatareL  That  these  obeervationB  had  hither- 
to been  aanotioned  br  the  practice  on  this  snb- 


ilatareL  That  these  obeervationB  had  hither- 
1  br  the  . 
Jeot.    He  obsM-ved,  tliat  if  the  Honae  wae  to 


Testigate,  in  the  diaensaion  of  ao  Appropriation 
biU,  the  amount  of  salaries  and  the  l^al  eetablish- 
meets  of  Government,  the  pnblio  servioe  would 
be  dangerously  destroyed.  He  remarked,  that 
it  was  to  be  observed  that  no  appn^riation  was 
made,  for  any  purpose,  dnoa  the  oommenaement 
of  the  year. 

Mr.  GiijAns  felt  alarmed  at  the  priuoiple 
advanced  by  Mr.  Sbdowioe;  for,  if  admitted,  it 
might  be  applied  in  fature  oa  some  other  and 
important  occasion.  '  The  motion  made  by 
the  member  bom  Kew  York  oeght  not,  per- 
haps, to  be  adopted  ;  bat  there  was  oert^nlj  a 
discretionary  power  in  the  House  to  appropri- 


cv  not.  It  was  a  power  whicli,  however 
pedient  oa  the  present  occasion,  was  veated  iu 
this  Hoose  for  the  porpoee  of  checking  the  othw 
branches  of  Government  whenever  necessary. 
That  such  a  right  was  reserved  by  tliis  body,  ap- 
peared from  their  making  only  yearly  aniropri- 
ations  for  the  support  of  Uie  OivU  List  and  of  Uie 
Jfilitary  Establishment  Had  they  meant  to 
give  np  the  right,  they  would  have  anch  appro- 
prlattona  permanoiC.  There  was  one  iuatauoe 
iu  whioh  this  House  had  thooght  it  proper  to 
abandon  the  right.    In   order   to  aBeugtiten 


public  eredit,  they  had  a 


mtedOatlbiv- 


on  their  sole  will,  ud  they  had  r 
apprt^riation  (br  that  otject  oot  a  ytai^.  ku 
permwient  one.  Whenever  tbmt  wh  M  ii 
case,  and  the  ri^t  liad  been  rwerved,  il  me* 
trsdiotory  to  sappoee  that  t^  House  w«*lMJ 
to  do  aoertain  act,  at  the  same  liiiiG  thai; 
were  esennBing  the  discreticMiBiy  forti 
voting  npon  it 

Mr.  Sboqwiok  said  that  he  ontsinlykilR 
intention  to  have  givMi  oocaami  to  the  dm* 
tions  which  had  been  made;  bnt,  as  ths^^ 

Srinciple  which  he  liad  laid  down  bad  Im 
enieil,  and  as  it  bad  jKxue  relsdion,dtfittifr 
mate  or  remote,  to  the  auUect  beibie  thsew 
mittee,  he  woold  take  the  liberty  to  rqM  Ir 
principle,  and  say  a  few  wcuds  in  ■qfot  ^  '*■ 
The  principle,  then,  which  he  had  m^mI, 
was,  that  wh«k  legal  eetabliahmeuts  *at  bA 
it  was  the  duly  of  the  Lc^islatiuv  to  lubf^ 
propriations  confinnaldy  ta  the  pnUka|p(t 
ments;  and  that  neither  brsnch  hadsii^* 
withhold  its  assent  HeobaMYedthatthciU 
Legialatore,  and  not  a  port,  wei«  coawetut* 
tana  ocmtraets,  and  to  eatablisli  and  Marm 
peosationa  and  salarieiL  The  Lc^alatsn.a' 
not  either  branch  of  it,  had  thepowtftT'' 
presdug  the  publio  will,  and  idedgiiig  the  |A 
faith ;  that  when  a  salary  is  ascenvoM.  ^ 
poblio  faith  ia  pledged  that  it  shaD  be  piid,* 
cording  to  the  stipulation ;  and  that,  Ihet^ 
the  pnblio  credit  ia  involved  in  maUiif  t^ 
neoeasary  appropriatioos,  without  whii^  it  m" 
not  be  pud.  He  aske4  it,  in  such  s  eM,i> 
waa  competent  to  the  House  rightfoHj  n  vtt- 
hold  the  means  neoeaeaiy  fu-  the  peifixnw 
of  the  poblio  engagement! 

He  B^d  he  bad  always  supposed  tltil  ^ 
power  of  the  House,  in  the  case  o(  tPf^V^ 
tions,  did  not  g^ve  a  power  to  yidd  or  viiwal 
assent  on  auch  a  aubjecL  He  believed,  in  fVT 
BOoh  instance^  the  exercise  of  disoieliDa  «v  * 
Btruned.  To  illastrate  his  ideas,  he  eooU  >^ 
tiou  a  dmilar  iostanoe.  The  o>tt9litiitiaii  U 
declared  that  the  Fsibidbvt  sbonld  rM^' 
stated  compensatiMifor  hiseervioea,  tobaMf" 
tained  by  law,  which  could  onthH'  bs  £^ 
iahed  nor  enlarged  daring  the  tenn  Gv '™' 
he  should  have  been  elaoted.  Here  wu  »  «7 
imposed  on  the  Legislature,  with  the  i^^ 
ance  of  which  they  eonJd  not,  they  ^  * 
power  to  dispense.  Yet,  aHa  the  ow^* 
tjon  was  stated,  no  payment  could  be  a*J  ■ 
consequence  of  ^iropriating.  He »^^iy 
thia  case,  when  the  public  will  wis  «I^*7 
the  engagement  and  the  national  Gtitb  P]^^ 
the  Le^alstore  oould  of  ri^t  withbw  '" 
neceesary  appropriation)  The  aanw  obisT^ 
tiona  might,  he  aiud,  be  applied  to  evffl?  """^  , 
wherepabliccontractswarefbnned.  ThefWS' 
faith  waa  pledged,  the  neceawrj  ai^P™2 
must  be  made  to  prevent  a  violrtioii  of  I'l  *^ 
if  withheld,  anch  viohtion  might  just)/ t«"*r 

1  on  the  Legislatore. 

Mr.  ISiaaai-ia  was  Ibr  tl 
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propriationbillasamatterofoonraa.  E«thoDgt 
otherwise.  The  Eoasa,  in  enacting  a  law,  w«re 
entitled  to  coiuider  ail  its  conseqnencea. 

Mr.  QiucB  adrsrted  to  a  fact  stated  bj  Mr. 
"WiLLiAMB,  -riz:  that  the  oenta  are  issned  &on) 
the  Mint  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  prioe  of  the 
copper  itself;  eo  that,  if  a  penoa  choosea  to 
melt  down  a  ponnd  weight  of  cento  into  a  lump 
of  copper,  and  takes  this  Inmp  back  again  to 
the  Sunt,  he  will  receive  more  money  fbr  it 
than  what  it  wu  worth  in  cents.  Thna  the 
-whole  expense  of  workmanship  ie  oast  *way. 
ill.  OiLBS  described  the  ridioalons  and  waatefol 
effects  to  be  looked  for  ih>in  snob  a  way  of 
coining  money. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wiuuna  was  agreed 


Bobseqaent  clauses,  for  payments  to  meohanioe, 
for  stationery,  fto. 

Mr.  Is^uo  BMrm  wanted  to  know  If  it  was 
meant  to  stop  the  whole  operations  of  the  Mint, 

Mr.  Faqz  objected  to  dispersing  the  work- 
men, who  eoold  not  easily  be  colleoted  again ; 
Bt  least  it  would  require  an  immense  expense  to 
reassemble  them.  It  has  been  stated,  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion,  that  Mery  emit  edited 
in  th«  Mint  has  cost  the  pnblio  ten  ;  bnt  if  the 
irorkmen  are  to  be  dispersed,  and  if  at  any  flitnre 
tine  assembled  again,  the  cents  may  come  to 
ooat  a  hundred  cent*  apiece.  }Sr.  P.  recited 
various  reasons  for  hoping  that  the  bosinees  of 
the  litint  will  in  future  b6  oonducted  with  more 
expeditioni  economy,  and  snocess.  He  stated  the 
inunense  benefit  amng  to  the  oonntry  from  the 
plenty  of  copper  money,  and  eq)edall7  to  the 
poorer  classes  of  people.  A  Jfint  was  of  more 
oonseqnence  than  gentlemen  seemed  to  think  it 
was.  He  said  that  private  mints  were  reported 
to  be  setting  np.  He  wished  to  refer  the  amend- 
ment of  his  ooheagQe  from  Virginia  to  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  By  that  time  the  House 
would  be  better  informed. 

Mr.  KioHOLu  did  not  wish  to  abolish,  but 
merely  to  mspend  the  operations  of  the  IGnt 
tiU  nearer  the  end  of  the  sesmon.  This  amend' 
ment  was  negatived. 

The  Dommittoe  rose,  the  Chairman  reported, 
and  the  House  took  op  the  bill  as  reported. 

The  House  adhered  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  711010. 

Mr.  LrrnranoK  nut  moved  that  the  whole 
appropriation  &^  the  Mint  ahonld  be  struck  out. 

Mr,  MmRi.T  s^d,  that  had  the  gentieman 
from  New  Tork  moved  tar  delay,  for  the  pnr- 
pom  of  introdncing  a  motitffi  to  repeal  the  law 
which  rendered  tms  appropriation  neoessory,  he 
wo«ld  not  have  troubled  the  House  with  a  ttn^e 
remark ;  but  his  motion  to  strike  out  an  t^tpro- 
priatjon  for  the  purpose  of  bringiiig  the  policy 
of  the  law  itself  Into  disousMon,  contained  a 
principle  in  his  mind  so  repugnant  to  the  great 
Legislative  duties  of  the  House  that  he  would 
oppow  it^  The  object  of  the  appropriation  is 
not  ■  tonporary  one,  bnt  a  part  of  the  macUnerj 


of  onr  Government,  under  the  express  authori^ 
of  the  oonstitotion  by  law.  The  doctrine  now 
contended  for  by  the  gentlemen  frmn  Now  Tork 
and  FennsylTaiiia  (Ur.  LiymeeroN  and  Mr.  Qur 
latin)  was  that  this  House  have  a  disoretionaiy 
power  of  appropriating  or  not  To  this  doo. 
trine,  taken  in  the  extent  which  he  conoeiT- 
ed  they  contended  for,  he  conld  not  give  hi* 
support  On  the  contrary,  be  thought  that  in 
all  casee  where  an  ^>pn)priation  flowed  ttwa  a 
law  to  make  good  a  contract,  or  to  erect  a  pei^ 
manent  oigan  in  the  Government,  and  &om 
any  law  whose  objeot  was  permanent,  the  Ime 
doctrine  was,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  vote  an  appropriation.  A  law  is  the  will  of 
a  nation.  The  same  powers  only  that  fbnned 
it  can  repeal  it.  If  it  be  a  constitutional  act,  no 
power  can  lawfully  obstmot  itA  operatjon  or  ito 
existence.  Bnt  atten^ng  to  the  dooMne  mjdn- 
tained  to-day,  it  wonid  follow,  that  thongh  thu 
House  had  not  the  power  of  repealing  a  law 
made  by  all  the  branches  of  Government,  H 
may  obstmot  its  operations  and  render  it  a 
dead  letter ;  though  it  cannot  repeal,  it  may  do 
what  ahall  amoont  to  a  repeal,  which  is  the 
assumption  of  a  power  almost  eoual  to  that  fk 
exdiiBive  legislation.  He  thought  he  saw  in 
this  an  evil  of  ^jeat  extent,  and  an  anarchy  of 
theoretic  prindplec  It  appeared  to  him  that 
thongh  we  originate  money  bills,  we  had  no 
right  to  reftise  an  ^ipropriation  to  existing  lawa 
that  either  secured  a  debt  or  any  contract  or 
that  related  to  objects  permanent  by  the  law 
that  created  or  acknowledged  them,  as  Ions  as 
the  law  itself  remained  unrepealed.  We  had 
bnt  a  share  of  Le^slative  power.  Where  a  law 
relativ«  to  enoh  objects  as  he  had  alluded  to 
existed,  from  whidi  an  appropriation  followed, 
till  the  law  oeaaed  by  repeal  t>r  by  other  oon- 
stitntional  means,  it  was  obligatory  upon  us  aa 
well  as  npon  our  constitaenta,  and  the  only 
powers  we  could  exercise  of  a  discretionary  sort 
resolved  themselves  either  into  this  mode  of 
making  good  the  appropriatdon,  or  of  voting  for 
its  repeal.  The  other  branches  would  thai 
Judge  of  the  propriety  of  onr  proceeding  j  bnt 
till  they  who  assisted  in  its  enacting,  judged 
with  US  the  neoessity  of  doing  it  away,  a  dutf 
resulted  that  we  should  give  it  the  energy  in* 
tended  by  its  enaction, 

Mr.  Dattoit  conceived  the  question  brooght 
onder  discosnon  of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  be 
dedded  at  the  present  time.  He,  however,  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  opinion  that  the  power  of 
Timhing  appropriations  was  intended  and  ought 
to  be  a  check  on  eetebliahments. 

Mr.  NioBOLAB  conceived  the  Honse  bound  to 
weigh  the  merits  of  every  law  when  an  &PPio- 
priation  was  to  be  passed  to  carry  it  into  esbot, 
and  no  appropriations  should  obtain  the  sanction 
of  the  House,  unless  they  were  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  the  law. 

}b.  GiLCS  said  be  did  not  expect  to  hear  a 
doctrine  so  novel  broached  in  the  House  as  that 
advanced  by  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  BxoawioK.)    He  had  declared  that  he  ow- 


•.^1^- 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THE 


mlved  the  Honiie  conld  exercise  no  discretionarr 
power  when  abont  to  pass  an  appropriation  bifl. 
Hr.  Bedowice  rose  to  eiplaia.  'Ilie  principle 
he  advocated  was,  that  when  a  law  was  made 
pled^ng  the  pablio  faith,  the  Hcnue  had  no  die- 
oretion  to  withhold,  or  not,  an  appropriation ; 
at  least  as  long  aa  oonunon  honestj  was  more 


Mr.  GiLBa  nii  that  If  thla  doctrine  waa  ad- 
mitted in  its  ftin  latitude,  the  Eonw  wonld  be- 
oome  a  mere  ofBce  for  the  regiitering  of  edicta. 
He  oontended  that  the  Eonse  bad  a  right,  b? 
withholding  appropriations,  to  pot  an  end  to  an 
iDstitntionwitboiittheeoncairenDeoftheBenate. 


that  called  for  tbe  exercise  of  that  right,  bat 
they  had  in  all  oases  of  this  nature  a  right  to 
exercise  their  discretion. 

Mr.  UuBKAT  considered  the  lawa  of  the  land 
aa  depMidiog  apon  two  other  branches  of  tbe 
Oovemment  beridee  thia  Honm,  and  oonoeived 
it  faigbly  improper  in  the  Honse  to  attempt  to 
obstiiiDt  them  hj  withholding  neoeasarj  appro- 
priations. What  would  he  the  effect  of  a  con- 
trarr  doctrine  t  It  must  contain  the  aeeds  of 
poTemmental  anarohj.  White  a  law  remained 
m  force  it  waa  the  datyof  tbe  Honse  to  do  what 
was  needM  to  corrj  It  into  operation.  He  made 
some  allaaion  to  the  British  Honse  of  Commons, 
who,  b;  privilege,  contend  for  the  right  of  with- 
holding suppliee  to  be  a  check  on  the  patronage 
of  the  Crown.  Bat  anch  a  principle,  he  con- 
tended, oonld  not  appl7  here;  onr  Government 
could  not  proceed  if  it  were  admitted.  As  long 
as  a  law  eiista,  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Honse  to 
make  the  needfnl  appropriations.  Tbe  whole 
wisdom  of  the  GFovemment  is  not  in  this  Honse. 
The  same  power  is  required  to  repetU  laws  as  to 
make  them.  It  is  tnie  the  conatitntion  has 
^ven  to  the  House  the  more  immediate  i 
mand  of  the  pnrse-strinss ;  but  the;  were  under 
an  obligation  to  open  them  when  neoeaeity  re- 
quired. There  is  a  oonstitntdonal  way  of  repeal- 
mglaws;  bnt  theHouHehasnorighttOobstruot 
their  operation  while  in  force.  A  member  from 
Penosjlrania,  (Mr.  GAUATiir,)  he  obaerred, 
appeared  on  a  former  occasion  to  coincide  with 
ills  opinions  on  this  subject;  for  he  argned  that 
the  House  was  bound  to  pass  such  an  appropri- 
ation, as  a  law  existed  giving  the  salary  to  the 
efflcer  which  it  was  meant  to  provide  for. 

Mr.  Gallatih  said,  in  answer,  that  his  obser- 
vation had  simply  been,  that  the  Oommittee  of 
Wajs  and  Means,  and  not  tbe  House,  oonoeived 
Itself  bound  to  report  an  appropriation  for  an 
item  established  by  law ;  but  he  never  doubted 
the  power  of  the  House  to  pass,  or  not,  an  ap- 
propriation. In  Bodi  cases  the  tine  of  duty  mnst 
remwn  to  be  drawn  by  opinion.  With  what 
degree  of  oonristency  can  the  House  1>e  called  on 
for  a  vote  if,  as  eome  members  contend,  they 
cannot  have  an  opinion  T  Why  are  thev  called 
upon  to  say,  yea  or  nay,  if  they  are  obliged  to 
■ay  yea t 

lb.  UtTBRAT  conceded  that  a  member  might 
Mf  jea  or  nay,  hot  hia  dnty  most  In  eaaee  of 


this  nature  clearly  point  to  one  of  the  two;  fm 
he  could  not  mistake  the  black  and  white  madi 

the  court  of  consdenoe.  He  has  tlie  phya- 
oal  power  to  say  yea  or  nav ;  bnt  if  he  does  tni 
duty  he  must  say  yea.  The  contrary  priDci|d» 
wonld  go  to  thia,  that  the  House  bad  a  ri^t  Cb 
refuse  an  appropriation  to  pay  a  Jnst  dehL 

Mr.  Oallatih  observed,  in  r^y,  that  e&A 
member  will  be  the  aole  Judge  whedter  it  vm 
or  was  not  his  dnty  to  say  yea,  or  the  oontrarr. 
The  constitution,  he  said,  declared  that  no  money 
should  tie  drawn  from  the  Treaanry  but  by  ip- 
propriations  made  by  law :  this  did  Dot  look  « 
if  the  voting  of  appropriations  was  intended  to 
be  merely  a  matter  of  fbrm.  In  the  Ben«d 
place,  the  oonstitution  declarea,  that  no  amiro- 

iation  for  the  support  of  an  armed  tbrrc  sbaH 

made  for  more  than  two  years.  Thoa,  thon^ 
a  Uititary  EstabliahmcDt  may  be  fbrmed  by 
mlistmenta  for  three  or  more  yeai^  yet  die 
coTistitntitHi  providee  that  the  qneetlon  shall  be 
inbmitted  to  the  Honm  every  two  years ;  and 
this  snrely  is  not  as  a  matter  of  form ;  bat  in 
order,  at  such  stiort  periods,  by  voting  on  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  to  determine  whether  saeh  aa 
MtabUahment  should  exist  longer  or  not.  He 
conceived  the  power  which  he  advocat«d  aa  te- 
nding in  the  House  of  great  conaeqnence,  and 
to  be  used  on  important  occanons  only. 

Mr.  NioBOLAi,  who  bsd  risen  at  the  same 
time  with  Ur.  GitLLATnr,  and  had  given  way  la 
him,  observed,  that  when  he  first  rose,  be  waa 
going  to  read  the  dauae  of  the  eongtitntieii 
whloh  the  member  last  up  had  referred  to.  Aa 
to  the  black  and  white  marka  tbe  member  ftam 
Maryland  spoke  of,  they  were  differently  jdaced 
in  different  persons ;  in  matters  of  opinion  mm 
will  differ;  but  the  constitution  ia  a  guide  not 
to  be  departed  from.  The  power  of  %ppmpn- 
ation  was  vested  by  that  instmment  durfr 
in  the  House,  and  no  power  on  earth  wouJu 
prevent  his  exercising  his  diacretion  when  that 
power  was  to  be  put  in  activity. 

Mr.  Onxa  observed,  that  the  member  from 
Maryland  bad  got  into  the  doctrine  of  dbeek^ 
and  seemed  to  think  that  if  the  House  exer- 
cised its  oonstitutional  check  it  would  prodnoe 
governmental  anarchy. 

Mr.  MuBRAT  explained.  He  had  allnded  to 
the  mode  of  getting  rid  of  an  establiahntent  by 
ref^iang  appropriations  to  carry  it  into  e^ct 
The  constitutional  mode  of  proonring  the  repeal 
of  the  law  shonld  always  be  had  reconrse  to; 
but  he  insisted  that  the  Honse  oonld  not,  n 
they  were  bound  by  their  duty,  obstruct  a  1»* 
in  force  by  refusing  an  appropriation. 

Hr.  OlLn  conceived  th^t  the  checks  provided 
by  the  constitution  might  be  used  by  each  of 
the  powers  of  government  to  their  fiill  extent, 
limited  in  every  particular  ease  only  by  their 
own  discretion.  If  the  harmony  of  tbe  brandiei 
was  to  be  made  an  argument  to  prevent  tbe 
exercise  of  obecka,  what,  he  asked,  becune  of 
the  checks  provided  by  the  oonstitutiont  Earh 
branch  of  tbe  government  (if  he  undentood 
what  waa  meant  by  conatitational  checks)  waa 
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to  exeraue  Its  own  opinlona  flod  aw  Ita  ditore- 
ttons  within  oonstJtntioDal  Umlt^  withont  ■ 
T^renoo  to  tbe  opinions  of  other  braoohce. 
He  next  adverted  t«  the  powers  of  appropri' 
ktion,  which  he  contended  were  Id  a  greater 
degree  veeted  in  the  immediate  repregentativee 
of  the  people,  to  be  a  whotesDme  cheok.  In 
mae  of  an  army  establiahment,  for  eiamole, 
■appoM  the  PsKsnmT  or  &«ii&t«  were  to  rense 
thar  assent  to  the  repeal  of  a  law  establishing 
Itt  Will  it  be  said  that  tbe  claose  of  the  oon- 
stitntion  empowering;  the  House  to  mak«  A 
Uenniol  appropriation  Ibr  the  object,  does  not 
TMt  in  them  a  discretionarj  power  in  each 
iDBbuioes  1^  overtnmhig  the  eatabliahment  bj 
its  own  will?  for  it  cannot  be  kept  np  without 
sn  appropriation.  Is  the  House  to  be  told  that, 
for  the  sahe  of  harmonj],  thej  most  ^ve  np 
tbeir  own  powere  and  t^iaions  t  He  maintained 
that  in  oases  of  appropriattons,  they  had  a  dis- 
orettonary  power,  to  be  eieroiae^  as  in  all 
eaHS,  discretionarily.  Was  one  branch  to  be 
Judges  of  discretion  for  another)  No;  ' 
■honld  Jndge  for  Itself. 

Mr.  UussAT  said,  it  was  known  to  every  one 
that  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  a  n^ 
itary  eetahliuiment  ooold  not  be  made  for  ft 
Imiger  term  than  two  7«ara;  bnt  that  case  was 
widely  diflbrentftom  the  present  Itwastaiowu 
tliat,  by  tlie  oongtitatioii,  a  military  qtpropri- 
ation  csnnot  exist  more  &an  two  yean ;  tint 
the  doctrine  he  snpported  was  in  oae«e  of  debt 
or  obligation  under  a  law ;  and,  In  snoh  oases, 
he  still  euitended  tbat,  tboogfa  the  Hoose  had 
the  physical  power  to  reftiee  an  apprwriatira 
to  satuiy  a  claim  tJios  fotmded,  they  bad  not 
the  right. 

Here  the  debate  was  IntwrDpted  by  a  motion 
for  wJjoDmment;  which  was  oanied,  and  the 
House  ai^oomed. 

Vedctssat,  January  SO. 

Afproprialwitt  for  1796. 

The  amendments  from  the  ooomilttee  being 

thni  gone  through,  tlie  bill  was  ordered  to  be 

eogroued  fco"  a  third  reading.* 


*  lUa  bd^  Ote  Ivt  jm  af  WuhLnclon'i  idmlulatnUm, 
It  phmdU  a  pfoptT  moImIw  for  tMlna  wliat  th*  niiiHirt  <£  < 
Iba  OoTaraaant  Umb  nrt,  botb  ■•  in  Inrjilrr  pntlnne  la 
Um1(  ikd  ■•  fluiliUBg  *  paint  rt  compulioB  fin  tbt  titan. 
TUt  la  ahowv  li  tbfl  Imttodotitarj  elanaa  to  tha  appriqwl- 
atlsna,  itUJng,  "That  tot  itlttjhif  the  aipendltnTa  of  Out 
(1*11  lut  or  UiB  Dnlted  BUtea  for  the  r«at  IIH,  Isfatbar 
^Ith  tha  iBcidanUl  ud  coDtiBsCDt  exptiLAaa  of  tha  aaranl 
Aapartmand  and  affleera  tbanoi;  tliara  ba  a^iniprtatcd  a 
mm  BDt  aiCHdlsK  fB8a,S>t  as  oanta.-  Th*  ol|]«M  ta  wUab 
^la  aipcBdltnia  nnt,  vera,  1.  Salaij  to  PraaUent  a^ 
TlM  PtaaldanL  1  CorapenHtlBD  to  the  matnbgn  of  Coo- 
P«i,  with  aUtbalnddenlalaiiHiiau  or  that  bodf.  S.  Tha 
Man)  Jndldarr,  with  all  Iti  eonUnceat  erpaaaaa.  i.  Tha 
l^lNatlTa  deputmaDla,  wllb  all  thalr  mbordlData  offleia 
Bid  BxpaiiMa  ct  mtrj  kind.  0.  Tha  Unt  tatabUihmnt, 
1  Tha  llgbt-henaa  aatabUahmant.    T.  North-waalani  ai 


Sattbdat,  January  80. 
Sttnagrapher  to  tht  Hovae. 

The  HonM  then  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  from  the  stenograpU- 
eal  committoe.    The  report  was  read. 

Kr.  BwAKwiox  then  roee  for  the  sake  of  ask- 

%  information.  He  inqnired  whether  the 
Hoose  ware  to  sanction  and  anthoriie  the  re- 
ports of  the  proposed  stent^rapher )  He  had 
very  oonaiderable  apprehensions  about  the  pro- 
priety of  entering  into  the  subject  in  any  mode. 

Vr.  W.  SiirrH  replied,  diat  the  gentleman  en- 
gaged by  tJie  committee  had  undertaken  to  haT« 
his  reports  ready  for  Mr.  Brown,-  printer  of  the 
Philadelphia  Qacett^  in  the  morning  ot  the 
SDooeeding  day. 

Mr.  SwANWioE  rose  ag^.  He  observed, 
that  to  give  nniversal  HatJsfKtion  was  impracti- 
cable, so  many  gentlemen  were  to  be  satisfied, 
ver  oonid  b«  aocomplished.  He  ob- 
served that  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  oom- 
Slunt  against  reporters  was  of  a  nature  that 
id  not  admit  a  remedy.  Gentlemen  rose,  in 
the  ardor  of  discussion,  and  snfFered  many  re- 
marks to  escape  from  them,  which,  neither  in 
thought  nor  expression,  were  perftedy  correct. 
If  the  reporter,  as  was  his  dnty,  took  them 
down,  ana  stated  them  exactly,  gentlemen  were 
irritated  by  sering  themselvee  exhibited  in  this 
shape,  and  tben  Uame  was  oast  on  the  reporter. 
Evray  de««e  (Upraise  was  dne  to  the  editor  of 
a  Philadelphia  oailr  new^^ier,  whom  Mr.  S. 
named,  ana  who  had  not  only  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  obtain  the  debates  of  the  House 
at  flilf  length,  bnt  had  fluently  advertised, 
that  if  errors  were  committed  t^  his  reporter, 
th^  shonld,  on  wplication,  be  instantly  rectified. 
More  tiian  this  it  was  Imposdbte  to  desire,  for 
no  mode  of  conduct  could  be  more  liberal  or 
candid.  Btat  Vi.  B.  HA  not  see  the  propriety 
of  blending  the  Honse  of  Bopresentativea  and 
the  editor  of  a  newspaper  lu  this  bnsinen. 
The  stenographer  b  to  be  called  an  oQoer  of 
the  Eonse^  while  he  receivee  eleven  hundred 
dollan  fr<un  the  printer  of  a  Philadelphia  news- 
paper. He  is  thus  also  the  ofBoer  of  the  printer, 
as  well  as  ours.  If  we  f^ve  the  gentleman  the 
proposed  salary,  we  are  to  depend  on  him  alone, 
whereas  at  preaent  we  have  dlfibrent  reporter^ 
and  two  or  three  of  them  frequently  and  mu- 
tually both  oorroborate  and  correct  each  other. 
What  has  eso^ed  one  reporter,  or  what  he  has 
misundenrtood,  is  often  observed  by  his  com- 
petitor. The  error  is  amended,  or  the  defect 
supplied.  Hr.  8.  farther  observed,  that  as  f^ 
as  he  bod  read  or  heard  ot  audi  an  institutitm 
as  lie  one  now  proposed,  was  never  known 
onder  any  Government,  or  in  any  country,  that 


appmpilalad,  of  whiah  th*  apprspilatlad*  for  Onmraw 
vara,  for  tha  par  of  tha  mamban  and  all  tba  MBean 
and  attendanta,  (attlmated  for  a  aaakni  of  rii  nuBthO 
|ltS,4(0i  and  tha  axpanaea,  foal,  itatlanarr,  ptlntlBd aal 
all  othar  MnUnfandta  tt  tha  In  HaiMa^  war*  tlUW 
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hAd  Utberto  esi$t«^.  [It  was  observed,  in  some 
pvt  of  the  debate,  that  an  attempt  of  this  kind 
wu  once  mmde  bf  the  Nationu  ANaemblj  of 
France.]  Hr.  S.  expressed  himaelf  warml}' 
apduBt  GoTemmeDt  making  anj  compodtion 
of  the  nature  now  propoaed  with  a  printer,  and 
^(Biiut  any  attempt  for  giving  one  newapaper 
an  advantage  over  another,  b;  any  preferenoe 
aa  to  the  oopj.  If  Ur.  S.  wanted  anj  peraoD 
o  be  BDre  of  diamiwion  and  diegraoe,  he  oonld 


•a  to  a  peraoQ  aoOeptiug  the  propoaedoffioa  of 
■taoograi^er.  If  he  did  hia  iatj,  gentlemen 
votild  &«qnenllj  not  Ube  to  aee  their  apeeohea 
•w^  at  delivered.  If  he  altared  tbem,  liia 
ntUitfTaa  at  an  end.  It  wonld  therefore  b« 
mnoh  better  to  let  the  gflDtleaua  stay  at  Ua 


Mr.  Qiuts  objeeted  partioolarif  to  the  oppo- 
tUioa  made  In  tbia  late  atage  al  the  boaineai. 
He  admitted  that  it  waa  a  deliaat«  etep,  but  he 
oompl^ued  in  abtmg  terma  of  the  inaocnrao; 
of  the  reporta  now  ^ren.  He  observed  that 
the  oljeot  was  not  merely  to  find  k  itMiogt^ 
pher  who  wonld  aaiiatj  the  members  of  that 
Eonae,  bat  who  wonld  also  give  aatia&ctor;  in- 
fbrmation  to  the  pnhUo  at  luge. 

ICr.  Sbmbbdksk  agreed  with  the  gentlwian 
laat  np,  that  the  olfjeot  of  the  reeolouou  ooaU 
not  be  merely  to  give  aatiafaotion  to  membera, 
bat  iaformadon  to  the  pnbHo ;  thou^  if  it  waa 
important  that  the  pnuic  dkonld  be  informed 
of  what  wu  aud  in  that  Honae,  the  proposed 
'  resolution  wonld  be  inadequate  to  iu  oljeots. 
But  he  oonceived  it  more  important  for  the 
public  to  be  Informed  trf  what  waa  done,  and 
that,  he  observed,  wkb  not  alwa^  to  be  interred 
from  what  was  ttii :  aa  (the  nund  being  alwaya 
open  to  oonviction)  it  had  not  been  nnnsual  iu 
a  former — he  wonld  not  te,j  the  present — Hooae, 


for  gentlemen  to  argae  < 


and   vote 


another.  As  therefore,  no  oertam  inferenoee 
of  the  ooodnot  of  members  wonld  be  drawn 
from  their  speechea,  and  as  the  pnblio  were 
more  iQt«rast«d  in  their  actions  than  their  n;- 
inga,  (a  knowledge  of  which  the  present  reaolu- 
Uw  was  not,  In  his  opimon,  calculated  to  pro- 
mote,} it  would  not  meet  hia  otaonirenoe.  Bat, 
Ur.  8.  further  olMerved,  that  if  the  q)eeoh  was 
to  t>e  oouidered  as  the  in&llible  imitivm  of 
the  anhsequent  oondnot,  as  the  avowed  object  ot 
the  resolntioQ  was  to  disuse,  through  the  various 
parts  of  the  States  a  knowledge  of  that  oondnot, 
ne  ahonld  oppose  it  from  a  oonviction  that  the 
meana  were  not  competent  to  the  end.  The 
resolution  proposed  a  publication  of  the  debates 
in  a  daily  Philadelphia  paper.  These  debates 
would  neceaaarilj  be  so  volnminoQs  as  to  en- 
gross the  greater  part  of  such  a  publication. 
Except  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  one  or 
two  other  large  cities,  there  were  no  daily 
papers ;  in  all  other  places,  they  were  not  pub- 
lished oftener  than  once,  or,  at  most,  twice,  a 
week.  The  daily  papers,  in  comparison  with 
others,  were  few.    If,  therefore,  &  duly  paper 


was  Mtgrossed  by  a  detail  (tf  the  debatea,  wb* 
wonld  the  pnblio  urive  at  a  knowledge  of  tfaca 
throosh  the  more  common  modinm  of  a  weddy 
paper!  Tlie  iDhatutants  of  this.  Mid  a  few 
other  large  towns,  nught  be  gratified,  perinea 
benaflted,  by  a  ■pMdy  pervsal  of  tbem ;  hot 
when  wonld  the  oitisHia  <tf  more  distant  psts 
of  the  Union,  throoch  their  naoal  wedUy  cban- 
nela,  b«  indulged  wuh  the  like  tqqwmmitiesl 
The  diftrenoe  wonld  be  aa  one  to  rix;  and 
what  tlM  inhabitants  of  Rtiladdphia  nugfct  b»- 
oawM  aoqaainted  with  in  one  year,  the  peofilB 
of  New  En^and  and  Oeorgia  wonld  not  be  i»- 
fbrmed  of  in  tix  yaars,  nnlen  they  rttUnqaished 
thdr  own  weekly  pnblicBtitHis  for  »  Phikdd- 
phlft  paper. 

<  Hr.  SiiMiwiOK  s^  that  he  wonld  candidly 
oonfsas  that  the  House  had  pat  itself  iu  a  deli- 
eate  dtoation  on  thb  sobjeot;  yet  i^  on  tto 
whole,  gentlemen  be  of  opimon  that  the  me*- 
■nre  was  improper,  it  ongfat  iiot,  by  rcMscxi  at 
any  antecedent  condoo^  to  be  now  fiirther  pop- 
sned  to  the  pnbUc  detruneoL  It  was  niao  bat 
Just  to  say,  that  if  the  measure  was  iHt^Nr,  a 
more  oompotMit  and  more  impartial  agmt  than 
the  one  proposed  could  not  be  obtaioed.  He 
said  that  the  printers  had  much  merit  from 
th^  endeavors  to  oommonicate  to  th«  pabiia 
the  debates  of  the  House,  yet  it  moat  be  aDowed 
that  their  endeavors  had  be«o  too  onsneoeerful; 
that,  in  consequence,  much  injury  had  Immi 
done,  not  only  to  the  charadere  id  gwttlemen 
aa  men  of  talents,  but  also  in  tome  inatnnoei,  to 
the  motives  which  had  produced  pnblie  me*- 
Borea.  Theee  were  evila  to  which  a  nmeij 
shonld  be  applied,  if  it  did  not  invtdve  thaaa 
which  would  be  more  injurioos.  It  ou^t  to  be 
remembered  that  the  man  appointed  would  be 
an  officer  of  the  Houbo,  reapooable  to  it  for  hia 
fidelity  and  accuracy.  The  debates  woold  thai 
be  published  under  authority  of  the  Honae,  and 
it  of  ocHiseqaence  was  reqransible  for  his  pre- 
cise execution  of  the  trust  It  was  impo«ibI«  ' 
to  oonoeive  that  at  some  Hmee,  with  the  best 
intention,  he  sbonld  not  mistake,  and  ot  ooone 
mlBrepresent.  The  member  in  endi  a  ritnation, 
would  feel  the  iqjuiy,  bat  redress  woold  be  ob- 
tained only  by  the  mterporition  of  the  Hoosa. 
This  would  afford  |rannd  for  nnmwoos  ^^iesla, 
and  endless  litigation;  and,  in  the  end,  m^ 
be  rainoQB  to  many  valoaUe  and  mpti^iit 
(diaraoters.  It  was  of  aaportxaoo  that  no  oon- 
str^t  should  exist  which  would  prevent  gentle- 
men from  sxpreanng  freely  and  withont  Itar 
their  own  feelings  and  opinions  and  Uiose  d 
their  oonstituenta.  How  far  the  fear  of  misrw- 
rewntation,  and  the  difficulty  of  correcting  ft, 
under  such  a  system,  would  produce  such  an 
effect,  gentiemen  he  hoped  would  consdcr  be- 
fbre  Uiey  assented  to  this  proposition. 

There  was  one  other  conaderation,  which  had 
great  wel(^t  on  the  mind.  Whatever  opinion 
we  might  entert^  on  the  subject  at  present, 
all  would  remember  the  powerful  iofiuooce  i£ 
party  and  feotion,  and  their  intimate  oonnectioa 
with  free  governments,    rrom  hanoe  it  m^ 
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be  eaer  to  conceive,  that  herenfter  this  might 
be  rendered  the  most  powerAil  engine  of  an  nn- 
prinoipled  m^ority,  to  overawe  and  to  proatrat* 
and  destroy  a  virtninu  minority.  For  do  char- 
acter was  BO  estabiiBhed  as  to  wtthgtand  for 
anj  length  of  time  constant  misrepregentation 
■Dpported  by  the  autliority  of  the  House  of 
BepresentatlTes. 

Mr.  Hakpsb  rose  in  reply  to  Ur.  Sedowioe, 
wlut,  immediately  after  he  Segan  speaking,  ob- 
served that  the  gentleman  had  mistolcen  his 
nManing.  Ur.  H.  g^d  that  he  perfectly  mider- 
stood  the  member,  and  proceed^  toTecomroend 
the  objeot  of  the  report.  He  f^ve  credit  to  the 
present  reporters  for  diligence  and  good  inten- 
fion,  but  thon^t  them  for  inferior  to  what 
might  be  done.  Qreat  attainments  had  been 
made,  he  admitted,  bnt  more  might  be  done. 
He  thoaght  it  of  the  highest  conaeqnence  that 
the  speeches  of  members  should  be  correctly 
pablished  and  disseminated  among  the  people. 
As  to  the  snm  now  proposed,  a  London  news- 
paper would  give,  he  had  no  donbt,  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  such  a  reporter.  He  question- 
ed not  that  WoodM  would  receive  ten  thocsand 
poonds  a  year  from  the  printer  for  hia  reports.  It 
nad  been  objected  that  diulv  papers  alone  conid 
hold  sncli  debates;  but  weekly  and  semi-weekly 
papers  oouldselect  the  most  interestingpassageB 
of  them  from  the  daily  papers.  Mr.  H.  recom- 
mended either  that  this  report  or  a  similar  one 
should  be  adopted,  or  that  the  businesg  of  re- 
porting should  at  once  be  put  to  an  end.  He 
spoke  of  atroeiinu  mistakes.  The  debates,  as 
now  published,  held  np  the  House  to  the  scorn 
of  the  world.  He  would  rather  have  the  doors 
shut  up  altogether.  He  would,  if  the  present 
reacdnlion  was  rejected,  make  a  motion  to  that 
effect  He  was  sorry  to  leam  that  the  debates 
had  been  collected  into  a  boot  entitled  "  The 
PoUtiral  Register,"  of  which  he  doubled  not 
thi^  immense  numbers  would  be  sent  to  Europe, 
and  this  book  he  reprobated  in  the  strongest 
terms. 

Hr.  Sedowiok  observed,  if  gentlemen  were 
misrepresented,  in  one  of  the  newspapers,  where 
debatea  were  reported,  the  editor  of  that  paper 
had  advertised  that  he  was  ready  to  pnbliwi  any 
corrections  which  might  be  offered.  This  noUce 
had  been  long  and  frequently  given,  and  gentle- 
men had  it  in  their  power  to  do  themselves 
Justice. 

The  ficst  resdation  in  tbe  report  was  then 
read,  and  the  qneetion  going  to  be  pnt,  when 

Mr.  BAU>inii  swd,  that  the  more  Uie  House 
advanced  into  this  ^Ihir,  the  greater  was  the 
number  of  difficolties  which  occurred.  The  re- 
solntionB  had  the  leas  weight  with  him  because 
they  were  hurried  throDgh  at  the  close  of  last 
session.  The  Institution  was  unprecedeuted  in 
■ny  other  Qovermnent  He  knew  that  mem- 
bers mi^t  be  misrepresented,  bnt  this  scheme 
would  not  cure  the  evil.  He  repeatedly  de- 
dared,  that  on  all  great  queatious,  where  talents 
fonnd  an  object  worth  exertion,  the  debates  iu 
that  Eons*  were  very  well  repreeented.     Ho 


had  seen  maay  speeches,  sketched  by  printers 
in  this  city,  that  he  would  not  wish  to  see  t>etter 
done.  He  did  not  know  of  any  recent  or  par- 
ticular complaints  about  inaccuracy.  We  have 
now  l>eeD  in  session  for  seven  or  eight  weeks, 
and  there  'has  not  occurred  much  interesting 
matter,  to  make  any  remarkable  debate  out  of 
He  said  that  the  debates,  if  taken  at  fuU  length, 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  any  newspaper. 
As  to  the  expense  of  printing,  that  of  the  laws 
of  this  session  would  cost  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  he  ooiqectared  that  to  print  the 
sfieeches,  woold  require  a  hundred  thonmnd 
dollars;  and  even  after  they  were  printed,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  pay  people  for  being  at 
.1.  ._._!,.  ........  ._.  for  other-  "    '    '    ' 
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would  go   tiirough  a  perusal  of  every 


Mr.  NioHDLu  said<tbat  the  reports  at  present 
published  were  full  of  notorions  fUsehoods,  and 
the  characters  of  members  with  their  consti- 
tuents would  have  l)een  sunk,  if  it  had  not  been 
known  that  this  kind  of  things  deserved  no 
credit.  He  was  In  favor  of  the  report.  He 
complained  that  even  when  pieces  were  sent  to 
the  printers,  they  were  embodied  in  the  sketch, 
by  which  means  the  reporter  got  the  full  credit 
of  them,  which  had  pemiciona  consequences. 
One  of  lus  objections  to  the  present  mode  of  re- 
porting was,  that  the  speeches  of  membeiH  were 
often  much  improved.  He  mentioned  an  in- 
stance from  his  own  experience.  A  speech  waa 
once  made  for  him  by  a  person  who  reports  in 
this  House,  and  who  has  a  very  good  style  of  > 
writing.  T{ie  style,  said  Mr.  NT,  was  above 
mine.  There  was  not  a  sentiment  in  it  which  I 
would  have  disavowed.  It  was  a  better  speech 
than  mine ;  but,  iu  an  entire  column,  there  waa 
nothing  that  Isud.  Asfor  sending  corrections 
to  the  printera,  Mr.  N.  was  above  it. 

Mr.  HiLLHOusE  was  a^nst  the  report.  The 
loss  of  fbnr  thousand  dollara  would  be  a  much 
p'eater  harm  to  the  public  than  any  ii^nry  aris- 
uiK  from  inaccurate  reports.  He  did  not  see 
that  the  characters  of  members  with  their  oon- 
stituents  depended  on  these  puUications. 

Mr.  8W1.KWI0K. — The  gentleman  from  Tirgi- 
nia  last  up  has  snggested  that  tbe  House  have 
somehow  committed  themselvee  to  appoint  & 
stenographer,  by  their  previous  resolution  on 
this  subject ;  but  that  resolution  goes  only  to 
the  committee  receiviMj  proposals.  It  there- 
fore remains  with  this  House  whether  to  accept 
them  or  not  when  made.    As  to  the  gentleman 


usual  opposed  the  motion, 


ubiect  of 


it  is  from  a  desire  to  keep  him  from  quitting  the 
lucrative  situation  he  is  said  to  find  himself  in, 
to  embark  on  the  stormy  sea  he  is  contemplat- 
ing. To  be  the  organ  of  the  members  of  this 
House  to  their  constituents  is  indeed  a  very 
delicate  task;  one  for  which,  considering  the 
danger  be  might  he  in  of  an  OnibenB^  fate 
— t^t  of  being  torn  to  ^eces — the  salaiy  is 
but  a  poor  oompenaation.  He  is  to  dojosticeto 
the  eloqaenoe  <k  some  members ;  he  fs  to  clothe 
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tn^  exprMiioM  of  otlisn; 
with  the  Bilent  membera,  who  never  apeak  at 
tUI  What  will  their  tioiistitaeDU  taink  of 
them  f  Indeed,  nr,  if  he  has  the  idea  I  have 
formed  of  1  '■  diuiKer,  he  will  not  tuidertoke  it 
at  all.  FaotioaandpArtj  have  been  mentioned: 
happy  Btenc^aptaer,  if  he  can  keep  olaar  of 
theae !  If  he  fall  into  their  power,  buuiublj 
he  will  repreeent  one  side  in  clonda  and  dark- 
neas,  the  other  as  omaroeDted  with  the  bright- 
est beanu  of  li^t.  Dow  will  he  please  both! 
ICisrepreMiitation  ia  complained  of:  alas,  nr, 
how  quick  is  error— how  slow  is  the  progress 
of  truth  in  almost  all  things  I    Our  stenogra- 

Bher  must  indeed  be  a  wonder-working  man, 
'  he  can  revert  this  tide,  and  make  ever;  where 
light  and  oorreot  reasoning  prevuL  "Hie  beet 
mode  of  informing  our  apnatituents  ia,  bj  the 
yeaa  and  dbts  on  our  acta;  this  truly  shows,  as 
a  gentleman  from  Kew  Eampabire  baa  observed, 
our  doings,  which  are  much  more  interesting  to 
tbem  than  onr  abstract  reasonings;  these  our 
oonetituenls  will  easily  form  to  themselves  ideas 
o^  when  they  know  oor  votes ;  as  the  cele- 
brated Dr,  Johnson  is  said  to  have  written 
qteecbee  fur  members  of  Parliament  whose  gen- 
4a«l  political  sentiments  he  knew;  by  knowing 
these  be  applied  ailments  pretty  accurately, 
as  he  Buppoeed  them  to  bear  on  every  question 
offered.  But,  it  has  been  observed,  if  we  do 
not  agree  to  have  an  ofQci»l  stenographer,  a 
motion  will  be  made  to  clear  the  Hooae  of  those 
who  now  take  down  debates.  These  persons 
*  are  tolerated  only  on  the  prinoiple  that  oar  gal- 
leries are  open.  Woodfali,  a  celetrated  printer, 
took  down  debates  from  memorf:  oonld  we 
prevent  this  being  done  here  t  Or  shonid  we 
drive  sjl  printers  trota  as  who  take  notes,  for 
the  inaccuracies  of  some  t  I  hope  not.  The 
liberty  of  the  preae  has  great  title  to  respect. 
How  can  we  agree  by  a  misoellaneons  union, 
the  moat  strange,  to  oommate  with  Mr.  Brown, 
the  printer,  the  salary  of  four  thousand  dollara, 
■0  aa  to  poaaees  him  Bist  of  the  proof-eheets, 
without  aupponng  odier  printers  will  become 
rivals  of  thu  bnsiness,  and  compliun  if  tbey  are 
thwarted  in  an  equal  pnnnit  of  their  own  liveli- 
hood t  The  beet  way  is,  to  leave  this  business, 
like  others,  to  regulate  itself.  Mr.  Brown,  by 
his  labor  in  this  way,  has  already  widely  extend- 
ed the  circulation  of  his  paper — evident  in  hia 
present  overture — and,  by  the  by,  this  is  no 
mean  proof  of  correctness  on  the  whole  in  hia 
snocesi ;  he  or  others  will  still  go  on  to  improve 
the  bnunesa,  if  left  to  themselves.  If  he  or  tliey 
&11  into  errors,  they  are  their  own.  Members 
may  correct  them,  or  write  their  own  speeches 
out,  if  they  please.  Bat  what  baa  the  Hooseto 
do  with  this ;  or  why  shoold  it  become  the  cen- 
sor and  promalgator  of  the  speeches  of  its  own 
members  t  Onr  time  is  wasted  often,  already, 
by  too  many  long  discuasions  on  anunportflnt 
objects ;  but  what  woald  it  be  if  we  were  to  be 
every  morning  aalnted  with  motions  to  correct 
the  performances  of  the  stenographers  of  tiie 


preceding  dayt  All  the  advantage  of  tit 
motion  is  to  obtain  mon  aocnracy  ;  bat,  it  ■ 
said,  the  House  means  not  to  pledge  iti^  tor 
thia  aocnracy :  if  so,  why  employ  an  offica 
nnder  ite  authority  for  thu  purpose  !  On  tiw 
whole,  sir,  we  shall  in  vain  seek  to  escape  absa 
and  misrepreoentation ;  these  are  by  &r  too 
much  in  Togu&  All  the  consolation  left  i^ 
what  I  UBoally  apply  in  EUch  cases— that  is,  the 
consoiouanees  of  not  deserving  them. 

Mr.  GuuBT  was  against  the  report.  Ha 
thought  the  publication  of  the  laws  and  the 
yeas  and  nays,  a  sufficient  means  to  ocannani- 
cate  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wu.  Lnux  said  that  the  debates  in  OM 
of  the  newspq»era  (he  either  named  or  plainly 
alluded  to  the  Philadelphia  Gaz^te)  bad,  be 
the  two  UA  seseiona,  been  altogether  eaocpoon- 
able.  He  was  sorry  to  leam,  that  tfaeae  debate* 
had  been  collected  by  a  person  who  oomca 
here,  so  that  they  would  now,  periiapai  deaoeod 
to  posterity.  If  thev  were  as  incwrect  in  the 
Tolome  (the  Folitioal  Roister)  aa  they  were  in 
the  newspaper,  tbey  were  a  libel  on  that  Hoih^ 
and  woold  disgrace  it  with  the  woHd,  If  tins 
resolution  was  r^ected,  it  would  be  adviaaUe 
to  send  all  the  printers  to  the  gallery. 

Mr.  KracHKLL  was  entirely  against  Hm  ob- 
ject of  the  report. 

Mr.  GiLBs  said,  that  he  might  have  takui  vp 
wrong  impreesiona,  bnt  be  tbon^t  the  matter 
worth  trying.  It  wasa  thing  of  experiment,  by 
which  he  bdieved  that  the  printer  would  make 
money.  He  aeknowledged  that,  for  some  tiine 
past,  several  of  the  reporte  hod  been  pret^  oor- 
rect.  It  ia  better  to  let  them  go  out  as  they 
are,  than  to  stop  them  altogether.  He  would 
not  wish  to  prees  the  motion,  if  it  wae  to  mcrt 
with  opposition  from  several  gentlemen  who 
had  this  day  spoken  agunst  it.  He  moved  that 
the  committee  should  rise,  and  the  furtiier  con- 
sideration of  the  report  be  deferred  till  Mon- 

Ur.  W.  Bmith  said,  it  was  admitted  on  aU 
sidee,  that  it  was  highly  important  for  the  peo- 
ple to  receive  the  moat  accurate  information  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and  that  Uie  de- 
bates were,  in  general,  exb^mely  n^sr^Ke- 
sented.  Was  it  not,  then,  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  remedy  this  evil,  and  to  adopt  such  meOBCrea 
as  would  transmit  to  the  people  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States  the  most  accurate  informa- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  thnr  Representatives  t 
The  House  had  now  an  c^portnnity  ot  obtain- 
ing the  serviees  of  a  gentleman  peculiarly  diatin- 
goubed  for  the  rare  talent  of  reporting  with 
aeouraoy  public  debates;  the  oompensati<« 
which  would  be  adequate  to  such  uaefnl  and 
laborious  serrioe,  was  beyond  the  ability  of  any 
nrinter;  the  House  oaght  tiierefore  to  otuitn- 
Dute  towards  it ;  the  sum  required'  was  a  trifle, 
when  oomvared  with  the  advantagee ;  it  was  no 
ottject.  Tae  only  qneetion,  then,  waa,  wh«htf 
the  stem^raplier  ought  to  be  an  officer  of  the 
House ;  in  that  capodty  he  oertainly  wonld  be 
more  easily  restrained  from  tba  oomnuarion  of 
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uij  vilfol  misrewMentation.  Ur.  S.  did  not 
Ibeltiie  fbroe  of  tneotjeoCionsigamst  the  report. 
Et  had  bW  sud  that,  although  the  memben 
irere  nov  misr^reMDtAd,  jet^  thej  had  it  in 
tlieir  power  to  publish  ooirectionB ;  bnt  these 
sorreotionB  were  often  overloolied,  while  the 
rniereprMentation  was  operating  veij  ii^nrioiU' 
Ij  to  the  character  of  Mxe  member ;  Uiis  wu 
^nerally  the  case  in  placw  remote  from  the 
■eat  of  Government;  the  mangled  Boconntof 
a  debate  wa«  repnbll^ied  in  a  distant  paper,  and 
the  correction,  if  it  reached  the  distant  printer, 
was  generally  disr^arded.  Among  uie  op- 
ponents to  this  report,  llr.  S.  said  be  was  snr- 
prised  to  find  the  genUeman  who  represented 
tbia  dty,  (Mr.  SwAifwioK,)  who,  more  than  any 
other  member,  should  have  withdrawn  his  op- 
podtlon  to  the  measure  proposed ;  that  geutle- 
ntan'a  oonstitaenta  had  it  in  their  power,  at  any 
time,  to  hear  the  debates  of  Oongreaa;  they 
were  on  the  spot;  onght  he  not,  then,  in  can- 
dor, to  aaelBt  in  facilitating  to  the  remote  citi- 
zens the  meanii  of  obt^ning  the  best  knowledge 
of  the  procee^nga,  and  the  moat  correct  state- 
ment of  the  dlBcnaaiona.of  the  House?  Ought 
Uiey,  from  their  remot«nesa,  to  be  kept  in  the 
dark,  or  to  be  famighed  with  snch  light  as 
-vronld  only  mislead  J  Had  they  not  a  dtum  on 
the  House  to  adopt  snch  means  as  would  enable 
the  citizens  in  oTery  State  to  indge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  pnblic  measnres  1  'Hie  member  from 
tfaiB  ci^  had  another  exclnaive  advantage;  if 
misrepresented,  he  could  correct  the  error,  and 
the  correction  would  be  read:  thatwasnot  the 
case  with  the  meml)erB  from  the  remoter  States, 
ivbose  reputation  might  be  injured  by  misrep- 
resentation, without  a  similar  advantage:  the 
member  fVom  this  city  was  in  the  midst  of  his 
oonstitnents ;  he  had  daUyooportimitieBof  set^ 
ting  right  any  misstatement  pj  personal  expla- 
nation. 

iit.  Surra  said,  he  did  not  agree  with  some 
gentlemen,  that  it  was  snfBcient  for  the  people 
to  know  what  laws  were  passed,  withont  know- 
ing the  previous  discussions ;  he  thoneht,  on 
Uie  contrary,  the  &vorab1e  or  nnfavorable  im- 
)>reedon  of  a  law  on  the  public  mind,  would  de- 
pend, in  a  great  degree,  on  the  reasons  aawgned 
fi)r  and  agoitut  it  in  debate,  and  the  people 
oiujit  to  know  those  reasons,  'When  a  law 
passex,  impomng  a  tax,  would  not  the  people  be 
reoonciled  if  they  saw,  from  the  dlscnsdons  of 
the  Hoose,  that  snch  tax  was  nnavoidable,  and 
that  the  partionlar  mode  of  taxation  was  the 
b«et  which  coijd  be  devised)  And  onght  this 
information  to  depend  entirely  on  the  caprice 
or  ooDvenienoe  of  the  reporters,  who  attended 
-when  tt  pleased  them,  and  who  published  Jnst 
as  much  of  the  debate  as  they  fonnd  leisure  or 
patience  to  accomplish?  Kr.  S.  said  he  was 
oODTlnoed  that  the  errors  which  had  excited  bo 
much  oomplaint,  were  not  the  effeot  of  design, 
bat  merely  of  inadequacy  to  the  task.  Very 
few  were  competent  to  such  a  burineas,  whicli 
required  peculiar  skill  in  stenography,  very  la- 
borbns  sfipllcation,  and  a  clear  oomprehenaion 


of  the  sabjectr matter  of  debate.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  persons  thus  qualified  would 
devote  their  whole  time  to  thb  bawness,  with- 
out an  ample  reward.  The  report  was  ol^ected 
to  because  there  was  novelty  in  the  plan ;  it 
WAS  tme  the  House  of  Commons  of  England 
had  no  snch  officer,  bat  their  practice  was  not 
a  fit  precedent  for  us  on  this  occasion,  for  they 
admitted  no  person  to  write  down,  in  the 
House,  their  prooeedines ;  their  debatee  were 
taken  from  memory.  This  Honse,  on  the  con- 
trary, had,  from  its  first  institution,  facilitated, 
by  every  accommodation,  the  reporting  their 
proceedings.  The  thing  was  not  altogether, 
nowever,  without  precedenL  Bnring  tne  ex- 
istence  of  the  National  Assembly  of  Francei 
there  were  offleers  of  the  House  who  compoaed 
a  daily  work  called  the  Logography,  which  was 
an  exact  account  of  the  debates  of  that  body, 
tt  had  been  asked,  what  control  the  Honse 
were  to  have  overttiis  officer  t  He  answered 
that  the  stenographer  would  be  liable  to  be 
censured  or  displaced,  if  he  should  be  guilty  of 
wilM  misrepresentation.  It  would  be  always 
easy  to  discnminate  between  a  casual  inadver- 
tence anda  criminal  misstatement;  the  offloer'fl 
character  and  talents,  his  responMbility  to  the 
House,  and  his  oath  to  report  with  impartiality, 
would  be  a  sufficient  pledge  of  his  accuracy, 
Ur.  S.  seriously  t>eheved  that  the  character  of 
the  Honse  had  suffered  from  the  erroneoua 
statements  which  bad  gone  abroad.  He  wtahed 
to  guard  agunst  this  evil  in  fhtnre;  be  was 
willing,  for  himself,  that  every  syliable  he  ut- 
tered within  those  walls  should  be  carried  to 
every  part  of  the  Union,  bat  be  deprecated 
misrepresentation.  He  was  anxious  that  th« 
truth  should  be  known  in  relation  to  every  act 
of  the  Government ;  for  he  was  as  satisfied  that 
the  aSection  and  confidence  of  the  people  in 
this  Government  would  increase  with  the  pro- 
mntgation  of  truth,  as  that  whatever  it  had  lost 
of  that  affection  and  confidence,  was  owing  al- 
t<^ther  to  the  propagation  of  detraction  and 
calumny.  It  was  under  these  impree^ons  that 
he  had  originally  brought  forward  the  propou- 
tion  and  that  he  now  recommended  the  report^ 
and  having  heard  no  reasons  to  change  bis  sen- 
timenta  of  the  expediency  of  the  meaaure,  he 
should  pernst  In  supporting  iL 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Gilbs  was  agreed  to.  The 
committee  rose,  and,  a  few  minutes  after,  th« 
House  a^jcunied  to  Monday. 

UoKDAT,  February  I, 
Indian  TVading  Sovaa. 

The  engrossed  hill  for  establishing  trading 
houses  for  the  Indian  tribee  was  taken  into  oon- 
dderation.  The  first  blank  was  for  the  groM 
snm  to  be  appropriated  for  the  general  ot^ecta 
of  the  bill.  It  was  moved  to  fill  this  blank  with 
1160,000. 

Mr.  WnxiAiii  spoke  in  favor  of  the  biU. 

Mr,  Parxkh  supported  the  general  provinOB 
of  the  bill,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  an  imin*' 
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diate  attention  to  tbe  subject  H«  oloDkt«d 
on  a  anrpius  in  the  appropriation  for  the  War 
D«paftment  to  provide  for  tbii  object. 

Ur.  Babpbb  moTcd  that  the  bill  ehoold  be 
reoonunitted.  He  then  entered  into  a  general 
eonnderation  of  the  principles  of  the  bill  which 
he  reprobated  altogether.  AUndiog  to  the  gen- 
eral objects  of  coaunerce,  he  aaid  that  public 
bodies  never  manage  these  matters  without  loss. 
He  adverted  to  tbe  repairs  of  roada,  oonatrno- 
lion  of  canals,  &o. ;  all  these  objects  prosper 
under  private  individual  directioD,  but  when 
entered  into  by  pnblic  bodies  nothing  is  ever 
bronght  to  perfection,  and  the  public  money  is 
losL  He  applied  theee  ideas  to  the  plan  of  the 
bill.  Persona  at  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand 
miles  distance,  are  to  be  intrusted  with  public 
propertj  to  a  large  amount.  It  is  not  in  human 
wisdom  to  guard  against  frauds  and  Impositions  | 
no  cheek  or  control  can  be  devised  which  wUl 
be  fonnd  adequate  to  represring  private  rapa- 
Oitj.  Ur.  II.,  therefore,  wished  the  bill  recom- 
mitted, 6tT  the  purpose  of  an  entire  new  modifi- 
cation. If  the  motion  should  obtain,  he  should 
tiien  move  a  resolntion  providing  for  a  loan  to 
iudividnala  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  SwANWioK  supported  tbe  general  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  and  reprobated  the  idea  of  loans 
to  individuab;  he  considered  such  a  plan  as  one 
of  tbe  worst  kind  of  sinlung  funds.  Tbe  plan 
is  an  experiment ;  it  Is  not,  perhaps,  pos^ble  to 
predict  what  will  be  the  result ;  but  the  object 
IS  wdtth  the  trial  and  worthy  the  attention  of 
tiie  Lc^laturs.  He  considered  the  objections 
tg^nst  the  plan  of  the  bill  as  applying  with 
greater  force  against  the  proposed  su&titute. 

Ur.  B.  Smith  sud,  when  toe  gentleman  from 
Booth  Oorolina  made  his  motion  fbr  a  recom- 
tnitment,  he  had  supposed  be  would  have  ao- 
oompanied  the  motion  with  some  reasons ;  but 
rinoe  he  had  heard  what  he  offered  as  reasons, 
be  fonnd  himself  oonflnned  in  his  opinion  of  the 
inexpediency  of  his  motion.  Mr.  3.  said,  the 
only  reason  fur  the  commitment  was.  that  the 
principle  of  the  bill  might  be  changed,  by  indi- 
TidnaJs  being  subitituted  for  the  Government, 
that  is,  by  loaning  the  money  to  private  persons 
for  the  purposes  of  tbe  trade.  He  was  entirely 
opposed  to  this  principle.  Pnblic  debtors  are 
the  worst  kind  01  citizens.  These  persons,  after 
having  expended  or  lost  the  money,  will  be 
coming  forward  with  their  petitions  to  be  re- 
leased ftom  their  bonds.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
crease tbe  buainess  of  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Ur.  BwiFT  enlarged  on  the  idee  suggeeted  by 
Mr.  HuiFEB.  He  thought  it  infinitely  prefera- 
Ue  to  leave  the  badness  to  the  enterprise  and 
resoaroea  of  individuals. 

Ur.  Habpeb  rose  in,  repl^  to  Ur.  SurrB.  He 
entered  into  a  further  consideration  and  defence 
of  the  plan  he  hod  proposed  as  a  subatitnte, 

Ur.  De^bbosn  ol^ected  to  Mr.  Habpbb's 
idea;  he  saw. no  sofBcient  reason  to  support  the 
preference  that  gentleman  gave  to  a  loan  to  in- 
dividuals. He  was  in  favor  of  the  general  prin- 
d]ile  of  the  bill ;  he  thought  it  economical  to 


appropriate  money  for  the  obj^  of  cabmAif 
'  nnderatanding  and  barmony  with  ^li- 
I,  but  sboold  vote  for  the  bill  ouly  mik 

oondition  of  a  redaction  of  the  SClitaiy  InA 

lisbment. 
Ur.  GnxB  entered  more  largely  into  a  eiasi- 

eration  of  the  principle  of  the  bilL  He  had  k 
opinion  of  govemmeotal  bargains— he  beBerd 
they  always  turned  out  losiiw  bargains.*  Ha 
clause  which  provides  that  the  original  stod 
ahall  not  be  diminished,  lie  conceived,  votU 
ofcerate  against  the  general  object  of  the  Ml,  it 
adhered  to;  but  this  he  did  not  contempliit; 
he  supposed  that  it  wonld  terminate  in  an  U- 
nual  provision.  Mr.  O.  alluded  to  the  Piu- 
dent's  Bpeech,  a  danae  of  which  had  beoi  n- 
cited;  he  did  not  consider  that,  or  a  fonaa 
recommendation  of  this  matter,  as  bic&ig  oa 
the  House.  If  the  Pbcbident's  Speech  ia  <■»- 
ddered  as  tbe  political  Bible  of  the  GoveninK4 
the  case  is  different ;  bnt  he  presnmed  no  ps- 
son  was  disposed  to  a»ert  this.  He  eoBsid«eJ 
the  House  as  perfectly  free  to  adopt  or  rqed 
the  proposition.  With  respect  to  the  effccn  of 
the  measure,  gentlemen  had  difered  ia  tbar 
predictions.  Predictiona  which  were  tbe  new- 
est to  the  effects  produced,  may  he  conadwsd 
Bs  the  result  of  the  greater  political  ss^lT- 
He  would  ventuie  to  predict  that  the  whM 
sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  wodd  be  ns^ 
in  three  years.  With  respect  to  the  fond  «■- 
tomplated  from  the  surplus  of  the  War  Deput- 
ment  wpropriation,  he  considered  it  u  •"<>' 
gether  lUosory;  there  is  no  such  surplus,  uw 
had  heretofore  been  found,  and  he  {msDmn 
none  ever  would.  For  thoogb  the  nnmbarol 
troops  voted  had  never  been  raised,  jat  the 
whole  of  the  money  appropriated  was  slwiji 
expended. 

Some  fiirther  remarka  were  made  bj  sevenl 
members,  and  then  the  motion  for  reoouuBit- 
ting  the  bill  being  put,  was  lost — G3  to  34. 

Mr.  SwffT  then  renewed  his  motion  fw  » 
postponement,  Thia,  after  a  few  remarks  ma* 
that  gentieman,  and  a  short  reply  froni  Mr.  Gtt- 
BERT,  in  support  of  the  bill,  was  negatived. 

The  motion  for  fiHing  the  blank  with  $1«^- 
000,  was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  fiftj-sii  Joot 
bers  riaina  in  tbe  afOrmative.  . 

On  readinf  the  section  in  which  the  W«J 
for  the  pendty  is  included,  Mr.  ViSABia  moTrt 
for  a  partial  recommitment  of  the  bill,  for™ 
purpose  of  new-modifying  the  seotiou.  IW 
motion  gBTe  rise  to  a  variety  of  ohearvstioii^  m 
the  course  of  which  the  motion  was  o«^"~f 
a  general  commitment.  Thia  motion  beinj  P*^ 
was  loat.  ^^^ 

The  motion  then  was,  to  reoommit  tbe  sbcm"! 
fourth,  and  sixth  sections.  The  second  sw?^ 
was  recommitted.  The  fourth  section  prow" 
tiiat  the  capital  stock  of  tiie  United  Stal»  a* 


*  Asd  pnied  to  1m  lo  In  tbls  ei 
ITU  brought  to  ■  •loH  U 18B,  It  VI 


.  Gooi^lc 


iTSai) 


P1BATB8  OF  COSGESaS. 


b«rked  in  tbis  bneineM  shall  not  be  diminished. 
ICr.  Tktabui'b  ol^eot  was  to  have  the  aeotion 
M>  DiotUfied  as  to  blend  die  interest  of  tta«  indi- 
Tidoal  who  is  to  condnot  the  bustocea  irith  that 
of  the  public  Ur.  &.  Siotb  said  the  motion 
irent  to  deetroj  the  bill,  for  no  person  wonld 
engage  in  the  bosineas  on  snob  a  plan.  The 
motion  for  oommitting  the  fourth  aeetlon  wta 
lost.  The  siitb  Beotion  aaeigns  the  aom  of 
ftlSO.OOO  to  be  appropriated  for  the  general  ob- 
Jeota  of  the  bill.  The  motion  to  lecwnmit  this 
■eotion  waa  neKStived. 

The  House  Uien  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  seoond  aeotion,  ICr. 
MoBLXUBsaa  in  the  ohair. 

Ur.  Vebasui  moved  that  tbe  aeotion  ahoold 
ha  altered  to  read,  that  the  agent  ahoold  give 
bonda  to  the  ainoant  in  Taloe  of  the  goods  com- 
mitted to  hia  charge. 

Mr.  J.  SioTH  aapposed  that  the  smn  ahonld 
Iw  BofBoient  to  cover  the  amotuit  of  the  goods 
whioh  maj  at  any  time  be  found  in  the  hands 
of  the  agents;  ftom  ten  to  flfteeo  ot  tvenhr 
tiwnaand  dollars,  he  snp^oaed,  might  be  snm- 
«^eDt  for  this  purpose. 

Ur,  DsASBoxa  someeted  Oie  idea  of  leaving 
this  wt  of  the  bnHoess  to  the  Pbesidxkt  or 
TBB  trNiTED  SiATBs.  He  moved  to  amend  the 
ciaaee  accordingly. 

Ur,  Vkhulk'b  motion  waa  lost.  Ur.  Bkis- 
bosn's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Ohairman 
Teport«d  the  amendment,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  Honw.  It  was  then  ordered  that  the 
^1  be  again  eugrosaed  and  ie«d  the  third  time 
to-^f. 

J  The  hill  waa  anbaeqiiently  read  a  third  time 
1  passed— 68  members  rising  in  the  affirma- 
tive.] 


d  passed— 68: 
■o-J 


TuisDAY,  Febroary  2. 
The  following  Uesaage  was  received  from  the 
Fbisidikt  ot  thb  UHTrm  Statu  : 


^dte  Baa*  iffRipi  mimlatiwnt 
I  traiumit  hanwith  tbo  doj^  of  a  latter,  dated 
tta  19tli  of  Deoembor  laK,  from  OoranK^Bkrant  to 
ths  Seemtaiy  of  Vu,  statiiig  the  avowed  and  daiiu 
dadgni  of  oeitunpiBmnu  to  takepoMetmratf  lan£ 
belot^ling  to  the  Cbeiokaes,  and  which  the  Unitsd 
States  haTa,  by  tnsatr,  solemnly  KtuTsnteed  to  that 
natiaD.    The  itymticQ  of  ni«h  intnidoiu,  ml  the 


leMlt  durebom,  Jamand  that  eflbctoal  proviBon  be 


The  Bud  Message  and  letter  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  lefwred  to  the  Oommittee  of  the 
wb<^e  Honae,  to  whom  is  committed  the  biQ  to 

Xte  trade  and  interoonne  with  the  Indian 
and  to  preserve  peaoe  on  the  frcmtlera. 


WiDiTEBDAT,  Febmary  8. 
LxKCKL  BxNToir,  from  Sonth  Oarolina,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  toolc  his  seat 

UonoAT,  ^ebmaij  S. 
Comptntation  of  Mtmher*. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  allowing  a  com- 
pensation  to  the  members  of  botli  Houses, 
which  proposes  an  annual  salary  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  to  each  member,  instead  of  idz  dol- 
laraperday. 

Mr.  OiLia  moved  that  the  word  "annually" 
be  expunged  fh)m  the  bill.  He  thought  ue 
present  mode  of  oompenaating  the  members  (f 
the  Legislature  a  good  one,  and  oonld  not  con- 
ceive why  an  alteration  should  be  made.    Such 

mode  of  payment  as  was  now  proposed  ongbt 
)  be  sanctioned  only  upon  the  matnreat  d^b- 
eration. 

Ur.  OoonHiTS  ezpluned  the  reasons  wbioh  in- 
duced the  committee  to  propose  an  annual  in- 
stead of  a  daily  payment  to  members,  which 
was,  that  members  might  be  induced  to  greater 
despatch  in  boainees,  and  to  do  away  an  idea 
which  had  gone  abroad  amongst  many  people, 
that,  being  paid  by  the  day,  the  membera  of 
that  Eonse  protracted  their  seadon  to  an  on- 
reasonable  length. 

Ur.  GtLie  thought  there  ought  to  be  no  peon- 
niary  indooement  to  members  to  push  forward 
bnsiness  In  too  rapid  a  manner,  or  to  shorten 
their  sseaions.  An  annual  salarv  would  donbt- 
less  have  this  effect^  and  buAneas,'  in  conse- 
quenoe.  would  most  oert^nly  be  neglected.  It 
wonld  oe  an  evU  of  the  greyest  Importance ;  it 
would  be  a  constant  temptation  to  members  to 
neglect  thdr  doty;  it  wonld  tend  to  emburass 
all  their  deliberations.  Indeed,  it  was  a  per- 
feotTy  new  mode  of  reqniting  Bepresentatdvea, 
and  wonld  be  supposed  to  be  introduced  for  the 
pnTTOse  of  advancing  thair  pay— «n  idea  which 
he  did  not  wish  \^  prevul,  as  he  thought  the 
present  allowance  snffident.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  principle  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SwAKwics  was  agmnst  the  bill,  and  said. 

lat  to  pi^  members  in  the  way  propceed  would 
be  to  offM  them  a  bounty  to  neglect  the  bosi- 
neea  of  the  Le^slatore. 

Ur.  HiLLBOtnn  was  in  favor  of  the  hill.  He 
sMd,  that  the  constitntion  had  provided  that 
Oongresa  should  meet  cmoe  a  year^  and  that 
more  time  was  spent  during  their  sitting  than 
was  taken  up  by  the  Circuits  of  the  Judges. 
Yet  tbe  Judges  had  a  salary  allowed  them,  and 
it  was  not  fmmd  to  have  any  bad  effect.  Com- 
plainta  are  now  made  ont  of  doors  tliat  their 
aesdooa  are  protracted  for  the  sake  of  the  daily 
allowance  paid  tothem.  Persons  who  s^d  this, 
said  he,  do  not  know  that  we  are  all  the  time 
deeply  engaxed  in  bnainesa,  which  is  much 
lengthened  by  clashing  interests  of  different 
States.  A  yearly  salary  would  do  away  tiiis 
idea,  witikout  m^ing  any  real  difference  in  tlia 
amomtt  p^  by  the  Xreasuiy  for  their  aervloih 
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If  lie  thought  the  mod«  (rf  iWTinent  would  oaose 
members  to  ne^ect  thdr  duty,  u  hie  been  ob- 
•erved,  he  too  voidd  be  against  the  adoption  of 
it ;  bnl  mrely  it  cannot  be  rappoeed  that  mem- 
tiera  woald  not  rit  u  long  as  barineH  ihonld  re- 
qnire  them.  He  obaerred,  thej  had  now  been 
In  Mnion  two  months,  and  bnt  ver;  little  Im- 
portant bnidneH  had  been  done.  He  thought 
the  mode  propoeed  would  tend  to  remedy  this 
evil :  it  was  an  experiment  at  least  worth  try- 


%r.T 


T.  FnmLAT  did  not  ot^eot  to  the  bill  merely 
as  a  novelty,  bnt  becanae  It  offered  no  advan- 
tage. Many  Mraons,  no  donbt,  wonld  think 
one  thonaand  dollars  a  year  too  mnch;  bat  be 
bdioTed  it  best  for  members  to  do  their  dnty, 
witbont  regarding  the  misapprehensiona  and 
pT^udioes  ot  tbsy  know  not  whom.  He  ^d 
not  think  the  pay  of  members  influenced  tli^ 
dttinga.  The  greatest  difficulty,  towards  the 
dose  of  the  session,  was  to  keep  membera  to- 
gether. If,  indeed,  members  would  attend  bet- 
ter at  the  beginning  of  a  sesnon,  and  take  up 
leas  time  in  speaMng,  searions  miffht  be  Bhort«r ; 
bnt  there  must,  however,  be  fUl  liberty  given 
to  every  memtier  to  eiprees  his  sentiments  in 
his  own  way.  No  law  can  regnlate  people's 
oonoeptions.  He  thonsfat  it  beet  that  the  mem- 
bent  ahonld  be  paid  by  the  day.  He  ahonld 
never  boast  of  pasdng  laws  in  a  ahort  tame^  bnt 
of  passing  good  laws. 

Mr.  NicBoue  was  In  &tot  of  the  present 
mode  of  compensating  members,  as  the  period 
of  their  seaBions  was  uncertain,  and  wherever 
•alariee  were  paid,  they  were  for  certain  bnsi- 
neas.  Give  memben  one  thonsand  dollars,  and 
he  did  not  doubt  bnt  some  of  them  wonld  wish 
to  return  home  sooner  than  if  they  had  been 
p^d  in  proportion  to  the  time  spent  in  bndnees. 
Water,  though  insensibly,  wears  away  stonee; 
and  suoh  an  inflneooe,  he  farced,  wonld  have  a 
tenden^  to  nndermine  the  integrity  of  mem- 
bers. It  was  better  to  be  alow  thui  too  hasty 
in  buMness.  Ha  hoped  this  bill  wonld  not 
pass  as  on  experiment,  for  the  effect  most  be 
corruption ;  and  when  once  this  enemy  of  all 
governments  is  snfiered  to  take  root,  it  la  diffi- 
cult to  eradicate  it.  Indeed,  this  bill  wonld  be 
anpposed  by  many  as  a  cover  to  advance  the  pay 
of  members.  If  there  were  any  snoh  view,  he 
wished  members  to  propose  the  measure  open- 
ly. He  thought  the  present  pay  too  much, 
ud  if  the  people  thought  it  influenced  the  length 
of  their  sittings,  they  were  of  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  WiLLiAxa  was  ag^nst  the  bill,  though  he 
believed  it  to  t>e  brought  in  by  the  committee 
from  the  best  of  motivM.  It  was  their  opinion 
it  would  shorten  the  sessions,  and,  if  carried  into 
eflbct,  it  might  do  so.  If  onr  wages  were  low- 
ered, the  measnre  wonld  shorten  onr  sesdons. 
Every  penny  beyond  expenses  ia  too  mnch  r  a 
mediam  salary  was  desirable.  If  the  pay  of 
members  was  increased,  officers  of  Qovemment 
will  do  the  sKme.  At  present,  it  was  true,  all 
the  necessaries  of  life  were  at  a  high  price ;  bnt 
when  the  war  in  Enrope  ceases,  the  case  wlU 


be  diffbrent.  Whenever  w*  ftdjoon  onr  ■•■ 
sions,  (s^d  he,)  moob  bnaineaa  is  nAoenarflyMt 
unfliusbed ;  and  if  members  wer«  paid  by  the 
year  instead  of  by  the  day,  aB  those  irhoae  ba*. 
nesB  was  not  completed  wontd  be  ready  to  mf 
that  members  were  hastened  8w:i^  to  enjoy 
their  salary  at  home. 

Mr.  Skdqwice  did  not  think  the  business  be- 
fore the  House  important  He  was  incIiBsd 
however,  to  ftvor  the  bill,  not  that  be  tohM 
grant  a  larger  amount  in  that  way  than  tha 
amount  of  the  present  allowance  pv  day.  Ths 
argnmMit  of  novelty,  he  said,  wonld  imt  apfdv; 
we  are  in  the  buaineaB  of  experimeOL  He  wevU 
observe  a  fact  well  known,  that  every  memlMr 
in  ^e  House  was  deprivea  <A  the  opportsK^ 

pDrsning  his  ooonpatioiis  at  home,  and  of  tbe 


Karly  allowanoe  would  dtorteo  the  i 
t  It  wonld  remove  Ibe  charge  brottght  agrirat 
members  of  protracting  the  sessions  for  the 
sake  ot  their  pay.  Whether  it  is  necessary  to 
increase  or  itiminiA  the  [ovaent  pay  is  not  the 
qneetion. 

Ht.  Livhtostoh  expected  stronger  motives  far 
the  bill  than  he  had  heard.  It  is  acknowledged 
a  perfect  novelty.  This,  though  by  do  meaM 
decisive,  Is  an  objection  against  the  me^snre, 
and  there  is  nothing  else  to  reetmunend  it.  It 
baa,  indeed,  been  said,  it  will  ahMtcn  oar  see- 
uons;  but  would  tills  ne  a  benefit!  If  to  ecn- 
tinne  in  session  be  an  evil,  why  are  we  bwT 
If  it  oonld  have  been  proved  that  expense  wonld 
have  been  saved  by  the  measure,  that  would 
have  been  a  real  advantage ;  bnt  this  has  not 
been  hinted  at.  It  has,  indeed,  been  said,  it  will 
remove  from  onr  oonstitnenta  a  Ho^idon  OmI 
we  are  living  here  too  long.  It  has  been  and, 
that  an  idea  bos  gone  abroad  that  we  receive 
six  dollars  a  day  throuf^  the  year.  Few,  be 
believed,  were  so  ill  informed ;  bnt  this  bil^  if 
passed,  will  canse  mudk  more  discontent  than 
the  present  pay  oocasions.  Deliberation  in  a 
Legislative  body  is  neoessary.  The  dearest  in- 
terests of  the  people,  he  said,  were  o<Knmitted 
to  their  Charge,  and  he  trusted  they  would 
watch  over  them,  and  never  snffer  them  to  be 
ii^ared ;  and  then,  it  was  his  opinion  their  can- 
stitnents  wonld  not  think  mnch  of  thor  pay. 

Hr.  BALnwnf  said,  that  it  was  a  disaj^eeolie 
busineas  to  be  employed  in  ^scnswng  the  sib- 
Ject  of  paying  themselves  for  their  aervices:  it 
would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  supersede  the  ne- 
cessity of  doing  so.  The  conmuttee  doubtleM 
thought  one  thonsand  per  annum  wonld  be  aa 
improvement  upon  the  present  mode  of  paying 
members,  bnt  he  conld  not  think  so.  Hetbonrikt 
it  best  that  the  sllowanoe  should  be  paid  in  ute 

Ifr.  OiLnsBT  was  willing  to  try  the  enieri- 
ment  of  the  bill  proposed.  He  did  not  b^eve 
that  either  the  present  daily  allowanoe  length- 
ened, or  that  an  annual  aaury  wonld  shorteo, 
the  sesrions.  He  though  to  u^  tha  oontraiy 
was  a  base  insinuation. 
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Mr.  Bomm  never  heard  It  was  the  irtHh  of 
thair  ooiutttoenta  tb&t  th«ir  psjment  should  be 
■niMiAl  instead  of  per  day.  He  bad  heard  it  com- 
plAJned  that  their  pay  was  too  high ;  but  now, 
adnoe  the  price  of  living  ia  ao  much  advanced, 
lie  believed  th«  people  were  satlafied.  He  aaw 
no  advantages  from  the  proposed  change.  It 
cannot  be  thought  that  the  pay  is  an  indncemeut 
to  members  to  prolong  their  BeasionB :  he  had 
not  heard  sncb  ft  complunt.  He  was  in  favor 
of  striking  out  the  word  "  annnaMy,"  and  fcr 
TMomroitting  the  bilL 

til.  Uadiboii  observed,  that  the  present  U11 
proposed  no*  alteration  with  respect  to  the 
amoant  of  money  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  it  can  make  but  little  difference  to  mem- 
liers.  What  had  been  mentioned  as  the  advan- 
ta^^  of  this  bill,  in  his  opinion,  would  operate 
i^inst  it.  A  novelty,  he  said,  always  called 
for  he«tation. 

lb.  BwANwiCK  tbonght,  if  they  enacted  good 
laws — laws  tliat  should  enoourage  agriculture 
and  commerce — their  conatitaents  would  not 
troable  themselves  about  their  salary. 

Hr.  Gn-ia  rooe  to  remark  upon  an  expreeeion 
-wbleh  fell  from  Mr.  Giueec,  vit :  that,  to  say 
members  were  likely  to  be  inflaenced  by  the 
proposed  salary,  was  a  vile  insinnation.  He  de- 
clared that  it  was  a  recommendation  of  the  bill 
in  the  committee,  that  it  wo&ld  tend  to  shorten 
tbdr  sessiont. 

Hr.  GiLBKBT  explained,  and  Justified  the  ez- 
presrion. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  word  "  annu- 
ally" was  oalled  fbr,  and  passed.* 


•  TnxsDAT,  February  0, 

FiBffiB  Ansa,  of  Uaseachnsetts,  appeared, 
"WAS  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 

THtrsSDAT,  February  11. 
Foit  Boadifrom  Maiiu  to  Georgia. 

Hr.  Maddox  moved  that  the  resolution  liUd 
vpon  the  table  some  days  ago  be  taken  Qp,  rela- 
te to  the  surveyof  the  post  roads  between  the 
province  of  Maine  and  Georgia ;  which,  being 
rend,  he  observed  that  two  good  eilbcta  wonld 
arise  from  carrying  this  resolution  into  effect; 
the  shortest  route  from  one  place  to  another 
ironld  b«  determkied  upon,  and  peraons,  having 
a  certainty  of  the  stability  of  the  roads,  wonld 
not  be^tate  to  make  imjavvements  upon  them. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  glad  to  eee  this  business 
feron^t  forward ;  the  sooner  it  could  be  carried 
into  effect,  the  better.  In  many  parts  of  the 
oonntry,  ha  said,  there  were  no  improved  roads, 
nothing  better  than  the  original  Indian  traok. 
Bridges  and  other  improvements  are  always 
made  with  reluctance  whilst  roads  remain  in 
this  otate,  because  it  is  known  as  the  country 
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population  and  wealth,  better  and 
shorter  roads  will  be  made.  All  expense  of  tUs 
sort,  indeed,  ia  tost.  It  was  properly  the  busi- 
ness of  the  General  Government,  he  said,  to  un- 
dertake the  improvement  of  the  roads,  for  the 
different  States  are  incompetent  to  the  buMness, 
their  dl^reut  deagna  clashing  with  each  other. 
It  is  enough  for  them  to  make  good  roads  to  the 
different  seaports;  the  crosa  roads  should  be 
left  to  the  government  of  the  whole.  The  ex- 
pense, be  uonght,  wonld  not  be  very  greoL 
Let  a  surveyor  point  out  the  ahortest  and  beat 
track,  and  the  money  wlU  soon  be  raised.  Tliere 
woe  nothing  in  this  country,  he  said,  of  wbii^ 
we  ought  to  be  more  ashamed  titan  our  puldio 

Hr.  Bonxm  thought  very  valuable  efTecta 
would  arise  from  the  carrying  of  this  resolution 
Into  effeot.  The  present  roads  may  be  much 
shortened.  The  Eastern  States  bod  made  great 
improvements  in  tbeir  roads,  and  ho  trusted  the 
beet  eflbols  would  arise  fh>m  having  regular 
nuule  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 

Mr.  WiLUAHB  did  not  think  it.  right  for  the 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  to  be  applied  to  this 
end.  He  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  extend- 
ing the  post  roads  to  every  part  of  tie  Union ; 
he  thoDght  the  House  had  better  wait  for  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  which  bu^ess  relt^ 
tive  to  the  Post  Office  bad  been  referred,  which 
was  preparing  to  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Hr.  HuiiBOK  explained  the  nature  and  object 
of  the  resolution.  He  said  it  was  the  commence- 
ment of  an  extendve  work.  He  wished  not  to 
extend  it  at  present  The  e^ense  of  the  sur- 
vey wonld  be  great  The  Post  Officer,  he  be- 
Ueved,  wonld  have  no  ot:iJeotionto  the  intended 
regulation. 

After  some  observations  from  Hr.  Teatchkb, 
on  the  obtaining  of  the  ahortest  distance  from 
one  place  to  another,  and  the  comparing  old 
with  new  roads,  so  as  to  come  at  tne  ahortest 
and  best,  the  reeoliitlon  was  agreed  to,  aa 
foUowa : 

Retolted.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  a  bill  anthorinng  the  Pbbbideht  o9  mx 
UnriD  Statcs  to  canae  to  be  examined,  and, 
where  necesary,  to  be  surveyed,  the  geaeral 
route  most  proper  for  the  transportation  (^  the 

moil  between ,  in  Maine,  and  -,  in  the 

State  of  Georgia,  and  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
Oongrces  the  result  of  such  examination  and 
survey,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  ren- 
dering such  route  fit,  in  all  its  ports,  to  be  the 
established  route  of  the  post ;  the  expense  ot 
such  examination  and  survey  to  be  defrayed  ont 
of  the  Burplus  revennca  of  the  Post  Office,* 

Ordered,  That  Hr.  Uadibon,  Vj.  Ts4T0aBs, 
Hr.  Baldwin,  Hr.  HnrDiesoir,  and  Hr.  Shxb- 
BI7BNZ,  be  appointed  a  committee  pursuant  to 
the  aoid  reeolution. 
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IfonuT,  Febnurj  Si. 

MJr.  W.  SioTH  moved  that  the  Hddm  i^ooni 
for  half  an  hour. 

This  motion  oceadoned  agood  deal  of  001 
aation  npon  ita  propriatj.  la  fiivor  of  It,  It 
a^d,  that  it  bad  been  a  practjoe  ever  rinct 
eonuDeooemaat  of  tbo  Oorwrnnent,  for  that 
HoQse  to  make  a  abort  a^joormneDt  on  that  day 
in  order  to  paj  their  oompUments  to  the  Pbbi- 
DBXT,  and  that  Rereral  memben  were  absent, 
from  an  idea  tliat  the  Eohm  would  adjourn  at 
IS  o'clock  as  osoaL  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
otjectod  that  it  was  the  bnsiiteM  of  the  mem- 
ben of  that  HoTue  flnt  to  do  their  doty,  and 
then  attend  to  the  paying  of  compliments ;  that 
Joet  at  that  time  the  honee  of  Qie  Vxtataxfn 
was  filled  with  militia  and  otheri ;  and  that, 
dtereforo,  it  would  be  better,  npon  the  whole, 
to  wait  upon  the  PuaiDaiiT  after  the  boainefla 
of  the  daj  was  flnisbed. 

Hr.  Gauatdi'  moved  that  the  words  "  half 
an  boor  "  be  atraok  ovt. 

The  Mnse  of  the  House  was  first  taken  on  the 
amendment,  which  was  lost,  withont  a  division. 
The  motion  was  then  pat  and  negatived,  b^ng 
88  fbr  it,  and  50  ag^nst  iL 

Fkidat,  Febmary  88. 
Comp«n»ati»A  to  Memben, 

Vr.  OiLia  moved  that  the  bill  for  aUowinc 
compensation  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
Hoose  of  Bepreaentativea,  and  certain  officers 
of  lioth  Hooses,  be  taken  up.  wbich  l>eing  agreed 
to,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  j  and  the  bill  being  read, 

Mr.  SwiTT  wished  to  strike  oat  the  words 
making  the  Speaker  a  greater  allowaaoe  than 
other  members, 

Mr.  QiuB  thought  a  larger  allowance  onght  to 
be  made  to  the  Speaker  than  to  other  memben, 
as  bis  dnty  was  doable  that  of  taj  other  mem- 
ber; but  if  gentlemen  wished  to  do  aw^  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  offloo,  he  bad  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Swift  consented  to  varj  his  motion  ao- 
cording  to  the  ideas  of  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia. If  the  Speaker  had  more  dnty  to  per- 
form than  other  members,  be  shonld  he  willing 
to  make  him  a  greater  allowance,  bnt  he 
donbted  it 

Mr.  W.  Shitr  hoped  no  alteration  woold  be 
made  in  the  allowance  heretofore  made ;  be 
■aw  no  reason  for  it 

Mr.  GooDHua  -said,  he  voted  sgainHt  tibe  ad- 
ditional pay  allowed  the  Bpeaker  when  the  act 
flrat  paaeed,  as  he  saw  no  neoeesity  for  the 
Speaker  to  give  dinnen  to  the  members  of 
tnat  Eonse ;  bat  tboagh  he  otijected  to  thia, 
be  was  willing  to  allow  him  reoompense  fbr  his 
additional  Bervioea.  He  hoped,  however,  the 
gentleman  who  now  bo  ably  filled  the  office, 
wonld  not  consider  any  thing  sud  on  this  snb- 
jeot  as  alluding  personally  to  him. 

Hr.  Sedowiok  wag  wilhng  to  give  the  money 


him,  and  fbr  the  same  porpose,  ahboi^  ba 
and  hia  oollea^e  were  both  against  tba  mtm- 
Die  when  it  originally  passed. 

Vr.  Datton  wished  tlie  bosneas  mi^  ba 
^scossed  withoat  Kfisrenee  to  him  pewanato. 
Indeed  be  believed  be  shonld  not  b«  materially 
ofleoted  by  any  regnlatioDs  which  might  M 
agreed  to,  aa,  if  he  might  jn^e  \y  hia  pfesmt 
fedings,  lua  health  would  not  permit  him  to  i»- 
m^n  In  the  <d>air  after  *i>i*  aeeraon, 

1£r.  Gmn  was  ooi^dent  that  no  one  uMaai 
to  hort  Um  feeHngs  of  the  gentleoian  who  maw 
fiUed  the  chair.  The  member  from  UaandiB- 
wtta  had  said,  when  the  measore  paased,  bewm 
against  it,  bnt  now  he  was  in  bvor  of  it  Ha 
ooold  Bee  no  grwind  for  this  change  of  aenii- 
ment  Ur.  O.  said,  he  waa  against  tlie  mo- 
ney being  paid  for  istndental  expenses,  b«t  not 
against  making  the  Speaker  ampte  allowanee 
&r  hisservjoe^ 

Hr.  KrtoHiLL  was  also  for  slrikiDg  oat  th* 
words,  bnt  for  making  ample  compenHatioo  to 
the  Bpeaker. 

Hr.  Bounm  did  not  sappoee  that  the  iin- 
dental  expenses  of  the  ^>eak^  were  confined  ts 
the  dinners  which  be  gave  them ;  he  wma  pot 
to  more  expense  in  receiving  company  thia 
other  members.  He  did  not  think  ax  dtdlait 
a  day  too  moch  fbr  this. 

Ifr.  MxDisoN  said,  it  was  costomai;  in  aO 
the  State  Qoveramenta  to  make  the  Speaker  a 
greater  allowance  than  other  memben ;  Iiia 
tervioes  were  fbr  greater ;  they  were  niunler- 
rapted.  Besides,  it  was  neceesgry  to  do  so  to 
invite  men  of  talents  to  accept  of  the  office; 
and  every  one  knevtbe  adTsntages  srisiDg  frm 
having  a  man  of  talents  aa  Spe&er.  Withont 
inqnirmg  whether  the  oompensation  was  too 
laige  or  too  small,  he  doabted  whether  it  waa 
oonstitntional  to  make  any  altwation  in  it  whkh 
might  affect  the  present  Speaker.  To  snifiort 
bis  opinions  he  read  a  clause  ot  the  oonatitntiixL 

Hr.  HnxBODSi  waa  of  opinion  that  nothhig 
in  the  constitntion  extended  to  ^e  preeent 
qotstJ<»i.  He  hoped  they  shonld  agree  to  strtte 
oat  tbe  words  uloded  to,  as  the  sooner  tlM 

Sraotloe  of  feasting  waa  abolished,  the  twttcr. 
'members  wished  to  form  social  aoqnaintnnoe^ 
it  was  tar  preferable  to  visit  each  otlier  at  th^ 
lodgings.  He  said,  this  was  tbe  first  time  tht 
law  had  oonie  onder  review  since  it  had  paase^ 
and  it  was  proper  to  have  the  matter  aertlled. 
He  wished  to  allow  a  reaacmable  snm  for  tba 
•ervioea  of  the  Speaker,  bat  no  more.  He  did 
not  think  there  was  any  weight  in  the  obacr- 


chair— be  thoa^t  tbe  honor  wm  a  aofflcJent 
indoMment 

Hr.  Wnxuim  said  tliea«  was  no  offloe  tppif 
taining  to  tbe  Bpeaker  which  indnded  axpeoM ; 
the  words  ought  thereibre  to  be  atrnck  o«tt. 

Hr.  PAOK  was  in  favor  of  striking  ont  the 
words,  as  he  did  not  onderstand  their  meaning 
bnt  in  Sivor  of  keeping  tlie  aUowanoe  of  the 
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^teakar  tha  stioe  as  nanal.  The  Speaker,  he 
■ud,  ought  to  be  i^aoed  in  an  ind^codent  mta- 
■tion,  I^  a  iuudacMue  aalarj.  Hia  dntica  were 
fourfold  to  those  of  any  otbw  mamber.  In- 
deed, md  he,  nothing  but  a  sense  of  daty  oould 
indnee  a  man  to  ondertake  gneb  an  <^oe. 

Ht,  GiLia  said,  if  it  waa  agreed  to  ebrike  ont 
lite  vords  for  M«  iaeidaital  mmmm  4^  Mi 
(^ffletf  he  Bhoold  move  to  istroanoa  in  thdr 
I  aeeovjit  ^  tXtra  terviem  oniMMd  to 


U*  office," 
lb.  Jin 


_  JuEMiiH  SmTB  liked  the  wwdi  pro- 
posed better  than  those  in  the  bill,  bat  did  not 
tikjnk  it  of  the  iniportaooe  it  was  made. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  was  pnt  and 
oarried. 
Mr.  Qiue  then  pnqtaeed  hia  motioa 
Mr.  HiLLHousx  was  agMost  tbe  intcodnotion 
of  these  words. 

Mr,  YAKtani  hoped  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail. The  Derricea  of  the  Bpeaker  are  extraor- 
dinary and  laborious.  The  State  Lea^slatnree, 
he  sud,  always  allowed  their  Speaker  doable  the 
pay  of  other  member*. 

Mr.  McxRii  hoped  the  worda  would  not  ob- 
twn.  He  oonmdered  the  Speakersbip  of  that 
House  as  a  very  elevated  dtoation.  In  certain 
oontingeooiea  he  believed  he  was  tbe  Chief  Exeo- 
ndve  of  the  TTnited  States.  He  thought  the  csl- 
enlatioQ  of  p^  too  meohanicaL  The  dignity  of 
the  oSoe  was  HufGoieDt,  without  extraordinary 
CMDpcfuadon;  thedntieeaf  itwerewell  known. 
The  question  was  put,  and  negatived. 
Mr.  GiLxa  moved  to  fill  up  the  blank  for  tbe 
daily  allowanoe  1^  members  of  the  Benata  with 
mx  ddlan. 

Mr.  Faok  propoeed  UTen ;  when,  after  a 
fbw  obHBrvations  from  Mr.  Willuns  in  favor 
ot  six,  the  sense  ot  the  House  was  taken,  whioh 
iraa  hi  &vor  of  six  dollars — oidy  twen^>ot>e 
membera  riaiag  in  favor  of  seven, 

like  allowance  of  tlie  %naker  again  coming 
into  oonaideration,  Mr.  Swnr  wi^ed  an  in- 
qniry  might  be  made  into  tbe  duties  of  the  of- 
noe.  It  was  hia  opinion  that  many  membera 
upon  oommitteee  performed  greater  servioen 
than  he;  and  if  the  Bpeaker  had  an  extra  al- 
lowance, they  ODght  to  have  an  extra  allow- 
amoe  also.  Some  gentlemen  thought,  on  tbe 
■core  of  dignity,  a  h^h  salary  ought  to  be  paid. 
He  thought  differenUy.  Can  it  be  supposed  it 
'wonld  be  neceseory,  uiid  he,  to  ^ve  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House  double  pay  to  aooept  of  the 
office  t  No  snch  thing.  Being  now  dischai^ed 
from  any  obligation  to  treat  members,  be  could 
not  agree  to  allow  him  the  nsnal  sum.  He 
■honld  not  ot^Ject  to  two  or  three  dollars  a  day 
extra,  but  no  mora. 

Mr.  Oius  thought  the  dnty  of  the  Bpeaker 
tJjree  tjmes  as  arduous  ae  that  of  ai^  other 
iDember  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OkAbb  voted  for  striking  out  the  woi^ 
t>ot  he  WM  not  fbr  Himiirfahing  the  salary  of 
the  Speaker. 

Tbe  motion  for  the  osnal  aJlowaiioe  was  put 
■nd  carried,  and  the  other  blanka  cf  the  biH 


were  filled  no  with  tbe  same  some  as  heretofore 
allowed  to  tne  difibrent  officers.  The  commit- 
tee rose ;  the  bill  then  went  throngh  the  Hoose^ 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday, 

MomuY,  March  7. 
Tbe  3Va>^  uitk  Great  Britai». 

[The  debate  on  the  subject  of  the  Treaty  wi& 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  constitutional  poweia 
of  the  House  with  respect  to  tie&tie^  having 
occupied  the  time  of  the  Honse  nearly  evei^ 
day  for  a  month,  (commencing  the  Tth  of  Mari^ 
and  ending  on  the  ftb  of  April,)  it  is  deemed 
preferable,  and  as  being  more  acceptable  ta 
the  reader,  to  present  the  whole  in  one  body 
ooDsecotivdy,  rather  than  to  spread  it  in  d»- 
tached  parts  intermixed  with  other  sattjeot^ 
through  the  general  prooeedings  of  each  day. 
This  debata,  as  here  given,  poseeeees  a  charao- 
ter  for  authenticity  and  correctneaa  which  does 
not  belong  to  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  dw, 
it  Laving  undergone  the  careftil  revision  of  the 
Speakers  themselves.  Tbe  debate  which  took 
i^ce  on  making  the  provi^on  for  carrying  the 
Treaty  Into  effect,  will  be  found  aubeequently, 
in  tbe  proceedings  of  each  day  as  tbe  snbjeot 
came  up  before  the  Honae.]* 

On  ttie  second  of  March,  Mr.  LivraoBTOir, 
after  stating  that  the  late  Britiflk  Treaty  must 
give  rise  in  the  House  to  somo  very  important 
and  oonatitntional  qneetiona,  to    throw  light 


*  Thli  upluulor)'  aoU  mi  irrittes  b;  Mr.  Oilgs,  editor  of 
tht  AnuU  of  CoDgros,  wlia  bu  roiicletod  ■  Tkloible  nrrlce 
to  ths  itadent  or  political  ttltCoTj  Id  bilngliig  tligw  two  pttX 
debstea,  ucli  bj  llKit  lato  ■  lisgle  ind  conDected  finm. 
Thoyuotlie  gronndworkotUgb  ooiutltBtlaiiilkiunrlodpi; 
■nd,  wtietlieT  fin  Qui  Istrlnila  Importuco  of  their  nuttar, 
tb«  olosa  icquidiitauiM  of  the  (puken  vlth  their  anbjort, 
or  u  line  apAdmoiu  of  puUimentuj  dobntfng,  thoy  stmd 
fiirth  u  debites  of  the  flrat  dm  which  onr  eongrenloiMl 
Uitorr  bu  ifrordad.  UintaiiD.  In  Ua  taittoi7,  i^i  of  than: 
"TTareT  h*d  >  greftter  dla^j  bean  luida  of  vfninaiit,  of 
aloiaaneSiUdc^panloii;  and  naTOr  bid  a  nil}oel  heeo  dl*- 
ODMad  In  vblefa  *U  rlMiM  of  Ihalj  fkllow-dUiau  took  a 
daapar  iBtarwt."  Tbe  lint  datMta  ralatod  to  tba  Treatj- 
maUng  pome,  ud  bov  Ut  tbe  Honaa  ot  BaproautatlTea 
had  tba  rlgbt  ki  nfiiai  aiiHit  to  ■  traUr  vUch  raqnlrad  am 
■ppnpTlUlon  of  moDaj,  or  whlsh  regulated  eomtnereo,  <i 
whkli  reqoltedtba  aierdaa  of  any  other  pofrat  ipeeUleallr 
puted  to  Congrea.  Tbe  aeoond  applied  to  the  eieonliOB 
t^  tbe  oommerdal  Treat/  of  ITM,  vttb  Great  Britain ;  rat 
party  nintendliic  that  the  CongieH  wu  bonitd  to  make  Ilia 
appraprUUOB  to  carry  it  Into  eSMt— the  other  denrlns  th* 
obUg^Uin  and  itlai-ning  tbe  right  of  a  dltentlonarj  power. 
The  tvo  debateairere  upon  kindred  inb)ecta,  and  before  tb« 
HoDM  at  the  lame  tlnu,  yet  kept  dUUnet,  Is  the  dlioiti- 
don,  netlhar  tlldlng  Into  the  other,  and  one  fltdilied  belbre 
tbe  olber  began;  iDoh  mi  the  eloaeniaa  with  wMeh  mem- 
ben  then  idbared  to  the  anl^eot,  eren  In  Conunltteo  of  the 
Whole,  and  which  giTe  to  theaa  early  debatae  of  onr  Con- 
greaa  ao  mneh  point  and  power,  and  ao  mneh  attraetJon  to 
the  haarar  then  and  to  the  reader  now.  An  abridgment  eaa 
only  prcaeot  a  part  of  tbaaa  gnat  dabalea,  wUoh  oorer  abora 
Kill  pa«H  of  the  Asaala  of  Consnw;  hot  the  wbola  arvn- 
mentwUlba>atii«Bl>oth«daa,aiAapllhattd  ■umrtf 
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ABRIDOHENT  OT  TBK 


upon  which  every  inAirmatloa  wosld  b«  reqnir- 

M,  Uid  the  foUowing  reaolatitKi  upon  the  tMt. 

"Batlvii,  TbBtdiaPraud«iitortbsDnitodStBt«i 


<M  rsUtlTS  to  ths  nid  Timtj. 

U*RCK  1. — Ur.  LiTiHonoxMdd  be  vbbed  to 
modif;  the  reeolntioo  he  had  laid  on  the  table, 
requcBting  the  PBBsroraT  to  k;  before  tlM 
EonM  iQiidrT  docninenta  raqieotiiig  tLe  Treatj. 
It  was  caloiuated  to  meet  the  inraestions  of, 
gentlemen  to  whose  oplnlou  be  pM  the  bigb- 
est  respect,  and  wae  founded  In  the  reflection 
that  the  negDtJstlonB  cm  the  twelfth  arUcle  were 
probablf  nDflnUhed;  and  therefore,  he  s^d, 
a  disdosnre  of  papers  relative  to  that  or  any 
other  pending  negotiation,  might  embarram  the 
ExecQtive.  He  wished,  therefore,  to  add,  at 
Ibe  end  of  his  former  motion,  the  IbUowing 
words :  "  ExceptiDg  aaoh  of  said  papers  as  an; 
existing  negotiation  may  render  improper  to  be 
dtscloeed." 

The  motion  of  Hr.  LiTDraeroir  was  then 
taken  np. 

Hr.  Traot  reqneeted  centlemen  in  bvor  of 
the  reeolntion  to  give  their  reasmiB  why  the 
application  fur  papers  was  to  t>e  made. 

Mr.  LiviirasTON  said,  he  bad  no  wish  to  oon- 
eeal  his  intentions.  The  motives  that  impelled 
him  to  make  the  motion  were  not  enoh  as  to 
make  him  wish  to  conceal  them,  or  inch  as  he 
OQght  to  blnsh  at  when  discovered.  The  gen- 
Ueman  &(nn  Connecticut  wished  to  know  why 
be  bad  brought  this  reeolation  before  th« 
House  I  He  did  it  for  the  sake  of  information. 
That  gentleman  wished  to  know  to  what  point 
this  infonnatiun  was  to  apply !  Possibly  to  all 
the  piHats  be  had  eniunerated.  It  was  impos- 
sible, however,  to  say  to  which  or  how  many 
of  these  points  without  a  recnrrenoe  to  those 
veiT  papers.  He  could  not  determine  now,  he 
Mid,  that  an  impeachment  would  be  deemed 
advisable ;  yet,  when  the  papers  are  obtained, 
they  may  make  snch  a  step  advisable.  It  was 
tmpceuble  to  deelare  an  impeachment  advisaUe, 
withoat  having  the  nece^ary  lights  as  to  the 
conduct  of  officers.  The  House  were,  on  every 
Aocasion,  the  goardians  of  their  ooontry's  rights. 
They  are,  by  the  constitutinn,  the  accusing  or- 
gan of  the  officers  employed.  The  information 
called  for  they  oogbt  to  possess,  as  it  would 
tend  to  elncidate  uie  oonanct  of  the  officers. 
His  principal  resson,  howeverj  for  proposing 
tiie  meaanre,  was  a  Arm  conviction  that  the 
House  were  vested  with  a  discretionary  power 
of  carrying  the  Treaty  into  efieot,  or  refusing  it 
tjteir  aanotion. 

Hr.  MiT&sAT  swd,  that  he  was  agunst  the 
resolution  for  two  reasons,  which  then  sUnck 
his  mind  forcibly.  The  fir^  was  the  want  of  a 
declared  object  within  the  aotcnowledged  cogni- 
aanm  of  the  Honse ;  the  other  was  l>ecaDae  he 
beUeved  it  was  designed  as  the  groundwork  of 


a  very  daBMrooa  dootriiie,  that  tli«  Hoom  had 
a  ri^t  to  aQjudge,  to  adwBt,  M  to  r^Mit  Tretfv 
iniMrally.  Had  the  geotlemNi  stated  tbeotgect 
for  whidi  they  called  br  the  papara  to  b«  «n  i»- 
peaehment,  or  anj  inqnii;  into  fraud,  m  a  di^ 
oDnutaDce  attending  ute  —■n^  of  tba  Traa^, 
the  nUeot  wonld  M  praaented  imdar  «a  a^Mct 
very  ^Sfarent  fhtta  that  wbkih  it  haa  auiiuiiLiiL 
Ha  ooDudered  a  Treaty,  oMutitiitianaU;  madc^ 
tobetbeaopremelawoitheliiKL  The  Treaty 
in  view  his  been  twgotiated  and  ratified,  ha 
thon^t,  agreeablT  to  tbe  oanatitatioB.  It  bta 
been  Iwned,  bv  the  PiHii>raT*8  proelamatkn, 
as  an  aet  obUgatt^  Jipoa  the  Unltad  States. 
If  the  Honse  mean  to  go  into  tba  merita  cf  that 
instrument,  and  tbe  inibrmation  be  called  tx 
with  that  view,  he  should  feel  himself  txMBid 
by  the  oonstitulitm  to  give  It  every  cqipoeitiaa 

Mr.  Baldwin  thought  the  reeolutioB  so  udci- 
oeptionabk  that  he  had  expected  it  wotdd  have 
been  agreed  to  without  debatCL  Tba  Fsaausn 
lias  sent  the  House  tbe  Treaty;  petitions  hare 
oome  Anward  oa  tbe  subject ;  the  Booae  most 
act  in  the  bnnneae.  It  is  yet  anaoMMiipeiued 
with  any  doeumeots  to  throw  li^t  apcn  it. 
No  person  concerned  in  the  negotiation  tua  a 
seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House ;  bo  that  do  onl 
information  can  be  expected.  Implicit  &ith 
was  not  to  be  reposed,  he  ima^nec^  in  pubfie 
officers.  Jt  would  be  nnfiiir  to  take  up  the  aoh- 
Ject  naked  and  unexplained. 

Mr.  Gaujitin  said,  he  should  not  Dow  taUt 
into  the  merits  of  the  qneation,  but  merely  state 
that  certain  powers  are  delegated  by  the  coneti- 
tntion  to  Congress.  They  ponen  ue  anthorio 
of  regulating  trade.  The  Treaty-mskiitg  power 
dele^ited  to  the  Executive  may  be  oonadcnd 
aa  dashing  with  that.  The  que^jon  may  aris^ 
whether  a  Treaty  made  by  the  Pjuanxrr  and 
Senate,  contE^ning  r^ulations  touching  objecb 
delegated  to  Congress,  can  be  ctHisidered  bind- 
ing, without  Oongrew  pasdug  laws  to  carry  it 
into  effect.  A  difference  of  opinion  may  exid 
as  to  the  proper  eonstnctioti  of  the  eevoal  ar- 
ticles of  the  constitution,  ao  as  to  teooncile  tboas 
uparently  contrsdietory  provisions.  But  all 
those  queetions  would  occur  is  fhtnre  disoas- 
nous.  What  is  now  wanted  is  informstioii  oa 
tbe  sut^eot,  to  elucidate  the  different  vie** 
which  may  be  taken  of  tbe  Treaty.    It  most  do 

rd  to  obtain  it,  and  could  do  no  barm  to  ask 
it.  If  it  would  be  improper  to  cmnmaoicaM 
any  part  of  the  information  on  tbe  BUl)ject,  tbs 
ParsnnxT  will  say  so.  He  hod  hoped,  be  svd, 
that  tbe  resolution  would  have  passed  witlntA 
olgection.  He  concluded  by  obeerviuA  that 
the  House  were  the  grand  inquest  ofuie  na- 
tion, and  that  they  had  tbe  right  to  call  for  pa- 
Ers  on  which  to  ^und  an  impeachment ;  but 
believed,  that  if  this  wa*  intended,  It  wooU 
be  proper  that  the  reeolutiou  diould  be  predi- 
ostod  upon  a  deolaratioa  of  that  intention.  At 
present,  he  did  not  eont«midat«  the  exerdae  of 
that  right. 

Mr.  Madison  admitted  that  every  propoaitlao, 
however  distantly  related  to  a  queelioa  on  the 
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Treaty,  drew  from  the  unportsnoe  of  that  eabjoct 
ecmsiderable  ImporUnce  to  itadt.  la  ft  discns- 
rioa  of  tliis  snlgect,  be  felt  strongly  the  obliga- 
tion of  proceediog  with  the  Dtmost  reepect  to 
the  decorum  and  digDltj  of  the  House,  with  a 
proper  delicacy  to  the  other  departments  of 
Qovemineat)  and,  at  the  same  time,  iritlk  ^del- 
ifrr  and  TcspoDubility  foronroonatitiieiiti.  The 
propositioQ  DOW  before  the  Bonse,  he  ooneeiTed, 
might  be  conriderad  bb  oloeel;  oonnected  with 
tills  importAQt  qnestirai.  It  waato  J>e  dedded 
whether  the  general  power  of  making  Treattee 
Bopereedee  the  powers  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, particnlarly  apecifled  In  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  80  na  to  take  to  the  Ezeoative  all  delibera- 
tlTB  will,  and  leave  the  House  only  an  ExeontiTe 
and  imnisterial  iastnmiental  agency  ? 

Mr.  Smith  (of  Sonth  CaroUna)  eud,  that  he 
hod  listened  attentively  to  the  reasons  advanced 
in  fsTor  of  this  reeolntion,  and  that  he  had  heard 
nothing  to  oonvinoe  him  of  its  propriety.  The 
PxxfliDBNT  ^nd  Senate  hare,  by  the  conatitntion, 
tlie  power  of  making  Treaties,  and  the  Honse 
have  no  agency  in  them,  except  to  make  laws 
neoessary  to  osrry  them  into  operation ;  he  con- 
sidered the  Honse  sa  bonnd,  in  common  with 
their  fellow-citiieng,  to  do  every  thing  in  their 
power  to  carry  them  into  fiill  execntion.  He 
reoogniied  bnt  one  eioeption  to  this  role,  and 
that  ifaa,  when  the  instrnment  was  clearly  nn- 
eonstitntional.  In  this  case,  he  remarked,  it 
b^d  not  been  sud  that  the  Treaty  was  nn- 
emstitutiooal  When  the  resolntlon  was  first 
bron^t  forward,  it  had  indeed  been  observed, 
that  the  diacoseitai  m^ht  involve  cert^  oon- 
stitntionnl  points,  and,  therefore,  the  papers 
called  for  by  the  resolntion  were  neceesary ; 
bat  it  was  obvions,  the  question  of  constitn- 
tlonality  shonld  be  detormined  from  the  face  of 
the  instrnment,  and  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
preparatory  steps  which  led  to  its  adoption, 
ooold  throw  QO  light  npon  it ;  that  gronnd  was 
tiierefore  abandoned  even  by  the  fHends  of  the 
reeolntlon,  and  others  were  resorted  to. 

He  was  snrprised  that  gentlwnen  who  dis- 
I^ayed  sncli  seal  fbr  the  oonstitntion  shonld  snp- 
port  a  proposition,  the  tendency  of  which  went 
indirectly  to  break  down  the  constitutional  limits 
between  the  Ezecndve  and  Legislative  Depart- 
mrata.  The  conalitDtiDn  had  asrigned  to  the 
Ezeentive  the  bnrinen  of  negotiation  with  fbr- 
«lgn  powers ;  this  Honse  oan  clrim  no  ri([ht 
I7  the  constitntioD  to  interfere  in  snch  ne^ia- 
ttons"  every  movement  of  the  kind  mnst  be 
conaioered  as  an  attempt  to  nsorp  powera  not 
legated,  and  will  bo  rodsted  by  the  Eieontive ; 
for  a  Qonoession  wonld  be  a  smrender  of  the 
po*era  specially  del^^ted  to  him,  and  a  viola- 
^^  of  his  trasL  The  proportion  calls  upon 
the  PHiffinBMT  to  lay  bdbre  the  Honse  the  in- 
Mnctions  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  the  corree- 
pcmdence  between  him  and  Lord  Orenville; 
■nd  for  what  purpose  I  Is  this  Honse  to  ne- 
Sotiate  the  Treaty  over  agitin  I  Has  the  oonsti- 
tntioQ  made  this  Honse  a  diplomatie  body,  in- 
™*ed  with  the  powers  of  nwotdatioii !  Is  not 
Toi.  L— *l 


thisHonseeioItided?  for,  if  the  maxim  that  "tiM 
expression  of  one  is  the  exclnsion  of  another," 
ai^hee  to  tbiscaae,  the  assignment  of  theTrealy- 
making  power  to  the  Pbxbidest  and  Senate,  is 
a  manifest  eiclnsion  of  this  Honse.  This  oaU, 
then,  on  the  PsBsmnPr,  is  an  attraapt  to  obtain 
indirectly  what  the  constitatioo  has  expressly 
assigned  to  others. 

Aifter  Mr.  S.  had  sat  down,  it  was  moved  by 
Ur.  GiLss,  to  take  the  reeolntion  np  in  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of  more 
ample  discnssioii. 

This  motion  wss  agreed  to ;  sisty-one  mem- 
bers rising  in  the  afBnnative. 

The  House  immediately  resolved  itself  into  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  reeohition. 

Mr.  VioHoi-AB  remarked,  that  the  member 
from  Oonnectiont,  first  up,  when  inquiring  for 
the  reason  of  a  call  for  papers,  bad  sng^Med 
two.  Tlie  one,  relating  to  the  merrts  of  the 
iuetrument ;  the  other,  an  inquiry  into  the  oon- 
dnct  of  officers  conoemed.  On  the  latter  ground, 
gentlemen  conceded  that  the  Honse  had  a  right 
to  require  the  papers,  and  yet  seemed  willing  to 
adhere  to  that,  on  which  they  conceived  a  call 
could  not  be,  with  propriety,  groonded,  as  the 
one  that  inflnenoed  the  condoct  of  the  friends 
to  the  resolution.  All  gentlemen  admitted,  that 
the  House  had  the  superintendenoe  over  the 
officers  of  Oovemnwnt,  as  the  grand  inqneet  of 
the  nation ;  bat  pendstod  that  the  resolntioa 
calling  for  papers,  if  intended  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
exercimng  that  anthority,  must  be  precii<)at«d 
on  an  expres^on  of  the  intention. 

He  took  a  view  of  the  prominent  features  of 
the  argnmente  of  the  members  op  before  him. 
It  had  been  said  that,  if  the  power  of  the  Fki- 
siDKiiT  and  Senate,  as  to  Treaties,  was  complete, 
then  the  Honse  hod  no  right  to  claim  a  partici- 
pation ;  this  coald  not  be  denied;  bntthequee- 
tion  was,  whether  the  Executive  bad  that  ri^t 
nnqoalifiedly,  in  all  cases.  In  th*  present  case, 
he  contended,  the  Honse  had  a  voice.  To  elu- 
cidate ;  Sappose  that,  in  the  oonstitation  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  been  so  guarded  about 
the  expenditure  (tf  money,  a  clause  had  been  in- 
eert«d,  positively  declaring  that  the  House  have 
a  control  over  the  money  matters  stipulated  in 
a  Treaty  ;  wonld  not  this  oonstitnte  a  qnalifloa- 
don  of  the  powers  of  the  PRKsmxnT  and  Senate 
with  respect  to  Treatiee)  The  constitution,  on 
this  head,  he  contended,  though  less  explicit 
than  his  supposed  case  would  make  i^  was  not 
the  less  positive,  If  terted  by  all  the  fairmles  ot 
construction ;  and  if  compared  with  the  practioa 
ofthegovemmentih>ro  which  we  had  borrowed, 
with  many  other  matters,  this  part  of  our  oon- 
stitntion.  In  England,  the  oountiy  alluded  to, 
their  Honse  of  Parliament  had  exercised  a  con- 
trol over  the  mon^ed  articles  of  TreaHea ;  and 
ho  contended,  the  House  of  Representativee  had 
an  eqnal  authority  here,  as  chi^  gnsrdfans  d  the 
purse-strings.  It  was  unneccesaiy,  at  this  tim^ 
he  said,  to  touoh  on  the  other  parts  of  the  Treat; 
which  clawed  with  the  onnsdtntional  pow«n 
of  the  House. 
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He  ag^n  adverted  to  the  power  of  ocratrd 
that  the  Honae  of  Commona  have  over  Treaties ; 
Oud  contended,  that  that  provisioD  of  the  Brit- 
ish constitution  had  b«en  aocarately  oopied  in 
onr  own  with  this  deviation  onl]',  that  the  Sen- 
ate have  the  power  of  maluDxameadmenta  to 
moQe;  hiUi  her&  which  the  Honae  of  Lords 
there  have  not.  He  oonld  show,  from  the  be«t 
antboritj,  tha  acknowledgment  of  the  British 
Grown  offlcere  themselves,  that  the  Parliament 
has  a  right  tu  diaooM  and  decide  on  Treatju 
which  involved  monevad  stipnlationa. 

The  same  power,  he  argued,  resided  in  the 
Honae  here;  for  shall  it  be  said,  that  we  have 
borrowed  onlj  the  form  tram  Great  Britain, 
and  not  touched  the  substance  ?  Shall  it  be 
Hud,  that  the  House  have  a  discretion  as  to  ap- 
propriatinns,  and  jet  the?  must  make  them  as 
directed  bj  a  Treatjt  'If  the  Houae  have  no 
diacretion  to  use  in  the  bosinem,  they  are  the 
most  unfit  bodj  to  regulate  monej-matters ; 
fbr  complete  re^olaritj  in  ao  large  a  botlj  miiKt 
be  one  of  the  least  of  their  valuable  properties. 
But|With  the  power  of  appropriating  mooej, 
the  House  have  oertainlj'  the  nght  to  judge  of 
tiie  propriety  of  the  apprepriation.  The  oon- 
atitutjou  explaina  itself  fullj  on  this  head.  He 
instanced  the  specifio  power  in  the  eonstitntion, 
with  respect  to  appropriations  for  the  armj',  to 
aiplain  ttam  that  instrument  ita  meaning  in 

The  oonstitutirai  says,  that  no  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  armiea  shall  be  for  more  thaa 
two  years :  this  i^  no  donbt,  that  the  House 
m^  periodically  have  before  them  the  ques- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  supporting  an  armed 
&4rc«,  with  all  its  oonseqnenoes,  and  that  they 
may,  by  refuung  or  ftranting  an  appropriation, 
determine  on  ita  existence.  The  power  thus 
oaatiously  lodged  mnst  have  been  for  some  pur- 
pose, and  that  he  had  suggested  oould  alone  ei- 
phun  this  clause  of  the  oanstitution.  This  will 
■how  what  was  expected  of  this  Honae  in  ap- 
propriating money ;  that  they  should  Judge  of 
the  usefulness  of  the  expenditure.  In  the  case 
of  the  army,  the  constitution  does  not  say  that 
wemay  diabandanarmyby  withholdingmoney; 
bnt  for  the  pnrpoae  of  investing  us  with  the 
same  power,  only  requires  that  Qie  appropria- 
tion uiould  recur  every  two  years  ;  taking  it 
fbr  granted,  that  in  this  as  well  as  in  every 
other  Legislative  aot,  we  will  duly  weigh  every 
consequence. 

Having  thus  explained  &om  the  constitution 
ibwlf  the  true  meaning  of  this  power  of  appro- 
priatiou,  he  prooeeded  to  elucidate  it  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  practice  of  the  Government.  He 
found  an  instance  in  the  permanent  appropria- 
tions made  for  the  payment  of  the  public  oebt. 
If  the  House  la  this  and  aoalogoos  cases,  could 
eiercise  no  discretion  as  to  appropriations,  why 
this  permanent  provision,  in  preference  to  an 
annnal  appropriation  t  The  permanency  of  ttie 
EMvvision  took  ita  rise  from  the  idea,  that  the 
Bouse  posseased  a  diacretJonarj  power  as  to  ap- 
propriaUons.     Thus,  he  had  shown  that  the 
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practice  of  the  Go  vemnMDt,  tbeproviwiastflli 
oonstitutioQ,  and  the  exampl«  of  the  hrM, 
from  whom  we  bad  exactly  oc^ied  the  eoanl 
over  money  transacliona,  all  proved  a  iHwiiiIm 
in  the  Houaa  as  to  uipri^riatkiiiB.  This  nM 
be  considered  as  a  sufficient  auawer  to  tbegn- 
tlemau  from  South  Carolina,  wb«i  be  said,  dM 
the  PRBsmBiTT  and  Senate  poasoied  the  Tm^ 
maldog  power;  for  they  possessed  it  with  qi^ 
ification.  in  matters  d  money ;  and  naka  it 
House  cnoee  to  grant  that  mooey,  it  was  to  it 
no  Treaty. 

It  was  said,  that  if  the  Treaty  was  not  Ai 
law  of  the  land,  the  PasarnKsr  should  ba  is- 
peached  for  declaring  it  as  sach.  Parts  aCDit 
Treaty  the  Pbbbimht  and  Senate  had,  nodo^ 
a  right  to  make  withont  asy  contnri  al  At 
House — thoee  parts  he  might  be  consderedd 
prooialming ;  he  proclaims  it,  limited  ss  lot » 
thority,  and  under  the  qoalifioations  pranM 
by  the  constitution.  It  wae  and,  that  no  ii- 
stance  of  such  a  call  as  that  now  contamplwrf 
oould  be  produced.  No ;  nor  of  such  a  XrttQ, 
heanswwed. 

Mr.  BwAirwioE  expressed  hia  s^isei^tlwiB- 
portonoe  of  the  sntyect  before  the  Hoest,  tid 
the  pleasure  vhioh  he  experienced  at  otMrtiiig 
the  calmness  and  temper  with  which  tlia  &■ 
cossion  had  been  carried  on.  He  bad  not  «■- 
ceived,  however,  that  the  decison  of  theptsMt 

Snestion  involved  the  sense  of  the  Honae  ■  B 
le  merits  of  the  Treat; ;  the  object  of  tbe  if- 
solution  was  only  to  obtain  that  knowlfd^fi*- 
cesaary  fbr  an  enlightened  deoishut;  ithtdbea 
observed,  that  the  Treaty  had  been  oeDsoted  bj 
assemblages  of  people  with  preci|ntancj,  ^d 
-mtUout  proper  information.  They  did  [bit  ca 
the  best  information  that  coald  by  thecn  b*  ob- 
tained. But  if  the  House  should  go  into  a  Goo- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  ceasidailin 
the  Treaty,  withont  obtuning  all  tbe  iDfiKma- 


to  that  instrument,  the  Legislative  powtf  ii 
oompletely  vested  in  Congress.  By  die  ^ 
seotion  of  the  1st  article,  not  only  a  oertu 
spedfioation  of  powers  are  granted  to  Ceng!^ 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  regulate  commene,  fc, 
but  the  very  extensive  farther  power,  not  ooh 
to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  neeenaiy  •» 
proper  for  carrying  into  exeoution  the  fungi>- 
ing  powers,  but,  ^so,  all  other  powera  veAd 
\fy  this  constitution  in  the  GoveninieDt  of  tb 
United  States,  or  In  any  depsrtmait  t»  <Am 
thereof.  If,  then,  Congress  have  the  pu"*' 
to  paee  laws  to  carry  into  execution  all  [»■*• 
vested  by  the  oonstitation  in  the  GiovomBW* 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  departmeotv 
officer  thereof,  how  is  it  possible  thst  Ctwe  M 
be  any  authority  ont  of  the  purview  of  m* 
gener^  and  eitenave  L^aloCive  coutnJI^ 
the  Treaty-making  power  not  a  power  vtiad 
by  the  constitution  in  the  Goverameat  d[^Iw 
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thereof!    If  it  is,  is  the  eonduairai  not  obvii^ 
that  Congress  have  power  t«  paa  hn*  •* 
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oartTing  these  powers  into  eflbct  I  But  in  the 
power  to  pass  Ibwb,  disoretion  is  necessrilj 
implied ;  of  uourse,  this  Hotise  muBt  jnd^^  when 
it  ia  to  act;  irhether  it  will,  or  will  not,  oair; 
into  effeot  the  otfject  in  qnestion.  It  ia  &  power, 
it  ia  tne,  of  great  delica^j  and  responsibility, 
bnt  It  is  not  teas  a  power  coDBtitctionall;  given. 

Hie  memtier  trom  South  Carolina  oonstmed 
this  part  of  the  ooDstitDtlun  in  a  different  way, 
and  innsled  that,  as  the  PnisiDnrT  and  Senate 
hod  the  power  of  making  Treaties,  the  Hooee 
were  divested  c^  the  right  of  ezeroiBing  their 
JDdgnient  npon  the  sobject  If  this  dootrine 
prev&ili,  to  what  a  ritnation  would  the  I^P''^ 
Bent&tives  of  a  free  people  be  rednced!  The 
oonstitnlioa  eepecially  gives  them  the  power 
rf  originating  money  billB;  bnt  to  what  pnrpose 
wonld  thiB  power  be  granted,  if  another' author- 
ity may  mate  a  oontraot,  oompelling  the  Honse 
to  raise  money?  Snppoee  that  anthority  "Were 
in  tbia  way  to  grant  milliom  upon  millions, 
most  the  Honae,  at  all  events,  be  compelled  to 
pmnde  for  their  payment  ?  In  this  case  the 
Hooae  become  mere  aatomatons,  mere  mandarine 
members,  like  those  who  nod  uD  a  ehimney-piece, 
as  directed  by  a  power  foreign  to  themselvea. 

Great  streaa  is  laid  npon  the  constitntion  de- 
olaring  Treaties  laws  of  the  land.  This  article 
faSB  often  been  qaoted  partidly,  bnt  not  at  la^e. 
It  is  in  these  words:  "This  constitntion,  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be 
made  tn  porsuanoe  thereof  and  all  Treaties 
mad",  or  which  shall  tw  made,  under  the  an- 
thority of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  snpreme 
law  of  the  land,"  Had  the  clause  stopped  here, 
there  might  have  been  some  plea  for  the  gen- 
tlemen's dootrine;  bnt,  onfortnnately  fbr  them, 
the  article  goee  on  to  say:  "And  the  Jadges 
in  every  State  shall  be  botind  thereby,  any  thing 
in  the  constitDtion  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  IIenc«,  it  b  ob- 
vioua  that  the  sapremaoy  of  the  law  is  over  the 
oonstitiition  and  laws  of  the  separate  States, 
which  was  neoessarY  to  prevent  these  interfer- 
bg  with  those.  Bnt  it  does  not  affect  the 
powers  of  this  Eonse,  aa  a  component  part  of  the 
Qeneral  Legislature,  and  authority  of  the  United 
Status.  It  ii  also  worth  while  to  notice  the 
gradiition  in  the  nrticle. 

First.  This  constitution. 

Secondly.  The  laws  which  shall  be  made  in 
pnrsDBDce  thereof,  clothed  with  the  hi^est 
sanction  of  the  nauon,  the  consent  of  liie  three 
branoliea. 

'i'hirdly.  Treaties.  How  absnrd  the  doctrine, 
then,  tliat  these  last,  third  in  order,  can  repeal 
the  second :  at  that  rate,  all  power  whatever 
wonld  remain  vested  in  two  branches  only  of 
the  Gocemment;  the  third,  with  aU  its  powers 
of  originaiing  bills  for  raising  revenne,  wonld 
he  dwindled  into  a  mere  board  of : 

'i  lie  gentleman  fVom  Vermont  said,  yesterday, 
thiit  if  ttie  Pbbbidbht  and  Senate  were  to  make 
a  Trenty,  and  that  Honse  were 
mak^  due  appropriationa  for  carrying  it  into 
^L-ct,  it  WDukl  become  a  nnliity,  aod  no  foreign 
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nation  wonld  In  fntnre  treat  with  snoh  an  nn- 
oertain  Government.  Mr.  S.  observed,  that  that 
-"itleman  wonld  probably  be  surprised,  when 
was  told,  that  the  British  House  of  Com- 
_  jns  possesses  the  same  power  which  he  repro- 
bates in  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  United 
States.  This,  Mr.  8.  proved,  by  reading  the 
King's  Speech  to  both  Honses  of  FHrliament,  in 
which  he  informs  them  of  this  Treaty,  and  pro- 
to  lay  it  before  them  when  ratifle^  in 
order  that  they  might  jndge  of  the  propriety  of 
making  prorision  to  carry  it  into  effect.  What, 
Judge  of  the  propriety  of  passing  laws  to  carry 
into  effect  a  Treaty  ratified!  And  shall  it  be 
said,  exclaimed  he,  that  the  Bepresentative  As- 
luMj  of  the  Unit«d  States  does  not  posseea 
privily  enjoyed  by  an  Bnglidi  Honse  of  Com- 
lons  I   He  hoped  not 

Mr.  Hakpbr  said,  that  it  had  not  been  bis 
intention  to  trouble  the  committee,  in  tUs 
stage  of  the  debate  at  least ;  nor  should  he  now 
depart  fWim  bis  reeolntlon  on  that  head,  had  he 
not  observed  that  the  discussion  was  turning 
e  and  more  on  points,  which  it  appeared  to 
unneceeeary  to  decide.  He  did  not  conceiTS 
that  the  powers  of  the  House  respecting  TreaUas 
were  necessary  to  be  considered;  the  question 
appeared  capable  of  a  sstisfiiotory  dedsioa  OD 
different  groimds. 

When  the  motion  was  firat  proposed,  ha 
thought  it  innocent  at  least,  and  was  in  donbt 
whether  it  might  not  bo  proper,  becanse  he  was 
in  doubt  how  far  these  {>apers  might  be  neoee- 
sary  for  enabling  the  House  to  exercise  that 
discretion  on  the  subject  of  Treaties,  which  he 
admitted  it  to  possess;  bnt  on  a  more  accurate 
and  extensive  view  of  the  sabject,  and  after, 
carefully  attending  to  the  discussion  which  had 
already  token  place,  he  was  thoroughly  persnft- 
ded  that  these  p^ers  were  no  way  neccaaary, 
and,  that  being  nnneoessary,  to  call  for  them 
was  an  improper  and  nnoonslitntional  interfer- 
ence with  the  Execntive  department  Could  it 
be  made  to  appear  that  these  papers  are  neces- 
sary for  directing  or  infbrming  the  Honse  on 
any  of  those  Legislative  i^estiona  respectiiig 
the  Treaty  which  came  within  its  powers,  be 
should  propose  to  change  the  milk-and-water 
style  of  the  present  resolution.  The  House,  iB 
that  case,  would  have  a  right  to  the  papers ; 
and  he  had  no  idea  of  requesting  aa  a  favor 
what  ahonld  be  demanded  aa  a  right  He  wonld 
demand  them,  and  insist  on  the  demand.  But, 
being  pemtaded  that  no  discretion  hitherto 
contended  for,  even  by  the  supporters  of  thfl 
resolution  themselves,  made  these  papers  neoe»- 
sary  to  the  Honse,  to  call  for  them  wonld  be  an 
unoonstitutional  intermeddling  with  the  proper 
businesa  of  the  Executive. 
It  had  been  said,  that  this  motion  was  of 


little  consequence ;  that  It  wag  only  a  reqn* 
which  might  be  rehsed,  and  that  the  privileg 
of  that  House  were  narrow  indeed,  if  it  coold 


lieges 


request  information  from  the  Executiva 
department.  But  it  would  be  observed,  he 
said,  that  reqnesla  from  bodies  like  that,  eurj 
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an  hoDorable  roetnber  from  PBnna;ivani&,  (Mr. 
Oau^tin,)  after  decUiing  that  thii  indeed  wiie 
oaty  k  TvqnMt  which  roigbt  be  reflued,  bad 
added,  that  iu  case  it  wen  refoaed,  it  wonld 
then  be  proper  to  consider  bow  br  we  onght 
to  make  the  demand,  and  iuaiet  on  receiving 
these  papera  as  a  mattM'  of  rigbL  After  this 
avowtu  of  the  ay»tera,  after  tliia  notioe  tliat  the 
preeent  reqaeat  is  no  more  than  a  prelimioar; 
meaaare,  a  preparatoiT  step,  and  in  case  of  a 
refiual,  is  to  be  fulfowea  np  br  a  demand, 
ooold  it  he  wondered  tliat  they  who  think  the 
measure  improper,  shonid  oppose  it  in  the 
threshold  t 

Mr.  QALL&'nH  ooneeived  that,  wbethw  the 
Hoose  had  a  diacretioaar;  power  with  reepeot 
to  Treaties,  or  whether  the;  were  abeointely 
bonod  by  those  instruments,  and  were  obliged 
to  pass  laws  to  carry  them  folly  into  effect,  still 
there  was  no  improprietf  in  calling  for  the 
papers.  Under  the  first  view  of  the  anUect,  if 
the  Honee  has  a  discretionary  power,  then  no 
donht  oonld  N,ist  that  the  luformauoQ  called 
for  Is  proper ;  and,  tmiler  the  aeoond,  if  bonnd 
to  pass  lawa,  they  must  have  a  complete  know- 
ledge of  the  Bobject,  to  learn  what  laws  onght 
to  be  pa»ed.  This  Utter  view  of  the  subject, 
even,  mnst  introduce  adieonasion  of  the  Treaty, 
to  know  whether  any  law  onght  to  be  repealed, 
or  to  see  what  laws  onght  to  be  pasMd.  If  any 
artide  in  the  instmment  should  be  fonud  of 
donbtfbl  import,  the  Hoose  would  most  natn- 
rallj  search  for  an  eiplaoation,  in  the  doonmenla 
which  related  to  tne  steps  which  led  to  the 
Treaty.  If  one  article  of  the  Treaty  only  be 
doobtftil,  the  House  wonld  not  know  bow  to 
legislate  without  the  donbt  b^ng  removed,  and 
its  explanation  could  oertunlj  be  foond  no- 
where with  so  nincb  propriety  aa  in  the  oorree- 
pondenoe  between  the  negotiating  partiea. 

Oeiitl«nen  had  gone  into  an  examinatloti  of 
an  important  oonstitutional  queetioa  upon  this 
motion.  He  hoped  this  would  have  been 
avoided  in  the  present  stsge  <^  the  business  j 
but  aa  they  had  come  forward  on  that  ground, 
he  hod  no  objection  to  follow  them  in  il,  and  to 
rttt  the  daeinon  iff  tht  eonttitutional  powtrt  oj 
Congrem  on  the  faU  qf  the  pretent  quettion. 
He  would,  therefore,  stat«  hia  opinion,  that  the 
Honse  had  a  rioht  to  aak  for  the  papers  pro- 
posed to  be  called  for,  because  their  oo-operation 
and  sanction  was  necessary  to  carry  the  Treaty 
Into  full  effect,  lo  render  it  a  Unding  iostru' 
nent,  and  to  inake  It,  properly  speaking,  a  law 
of  the  land ;  becaose  they  bad  a  ftall  discretion 
either  to  ^ve  or  to  refuse  that  co-operation ; 
because  they  must  be  guided,  in  the  exercise  of 
that  discreuan,  by  the  merita  and  expediency 
of  the  Treaty  Itaelf,  and  thereforv  bad  a  right 
to  aak  for  every  information  whioh  oould  assist 
them  In  deciding  that  qaeation. 

One  argument  repeatedly  "^  ^J  every  gen- 
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tlemao  opposed  to  the  proaent  motiou  wa^ 
"  Tliat  the  Treaty  was  unconstitnticMial  or  aa*; 
it  not,  the  Bouse  had  no  ag«ocy  In  the  bmines^ 
but  mnst  carry  it  into  full  effect ;  and  if  ddoos- 
HtitutioQal,  the  question  could  only  be  deeid«d 
from  the  taoe  of  the  instrument,  and  do  P*P<n 
could  throw  light  upon  the  qneatioiL.  Hs 
wished  gentlemen  bad  defined  what  tber  under- 
stood by  a  constitotional  Treaty;  for,  if  tbeseopa 
(rf'  their  arguments  was  referred  to,  it  wo^ 
not  be  found  poesible  t«  make  an  noconEtifa- 
lional  treaty.  He  wonld  aay  what  he  oonooved 
constituted  the  nnoonstitntionality  of  a  trea^. 
A  treaty  is  ouoonstitutdonal  if  it  providea  fo 
doing  such  things,  the  doing  of  which  is  fjr- 
bidden  by  the  constitution;  bat  if  a  tc«aty  em- 
braoea  oMeoia  within  the  ^here  t^  tbe  genenl 

Kwerr  delegated  to  tbe  Federal  GuverameD^ 
t  whidt  l^ve  been  eiclusively  and  (ftedally 
granted  to  a  particular  branch  of  QavemmeD^ 
aay  to  the  Lefpslative  department,  such  a  Trea?, 
though  not  oncoDstitnticoal,  does  not  beeooa 
the  Uw  of  tbe  land  until  it  haa  obtained  the 
sanction  of  that  branch.  In  tbis  case,  and  to 
this  end,  tbe  legislature  have  a  rigfat  to  de- 
mand the  docuioente  relative  to  tbe  negotiadai 
of  the  Treaty,  because  that  Treaty  operaies  on 
ol^ts  specially  delected  to  the  I«gidatnT& 
He  turned  to  tbe  constitution.  It  aaya  that  the 
PaBaiDBtiT  sball  have  the  power  to  make  Tre*- 
ties,  by  and  with  tbe  advioe  and  oonaoit  <tf  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate.  It  doee  not  say  what 
Treaties.  If  the  clause  be  taken  by  itsdf^  thai 
it  grants  an  authority  altogether  undefined.  Bat 
the  gentlemen  quote  another  clause  of  tbe  oin- 
Btitution,  where  it  is  swd  that  the  ecmstitvtitn 
and  the  laws  made  in  puraoanee  tbowd^  andafl 
Treaties,  are  the  rapreine  law  of  the  land ;  and 
thenoe,  they  insist  that  Treatiea  nojtde  1^  the 
PmuraMT  and  Senate  are  Uie  aniovDM  law  at 
the  land,  and  that  the  power  (tf  m^ing  Trutiei 
is  nndeflned  and  onlimited.  He  proceeded  ta 
controvert  this  opinion,  and  oontukded  that  it 
was  limited  by  ouer  parts  of  tbe  oonatitaticB, 
The  power  of  making  Treaties  ia  oonteoded 
to  be  undefined,  then  it  might  extend  to  aU 
subjects  which  may  properly  become  tbe  *nb- 
Jecta  of  national  cranpaots.  But,  he  contended, 
if  any  other  specific  powcfs  were  given  to  a 
different  branch  of  tbe  GoTemment,  tbey  must 
limit  the  general  powers ;  and,  to  make  tbs 
compact  valid,  it  was  necessary  that,  as  &r  ai 
those  powers  clashed  with  the  general,  tiiat  the 
branch  holding  tbe  specific  shonid  couour  aed 

f've  its  sanotjon.  If  still  it  is  insistod  tliat 
resties  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  tin 
oonstitntion  and  laws  are  also;  and  it  maybs 
asked,  which  shall  have  tbe  preferenoet  SttH 
a  Treaty  repeal  a  law  or  a  law  a  Treaty  I  Neither 
can  a  faw  repeal  a  Treaty,  because  a  Treaty  is 
made  with  the  cononrrenoe  of  another  party— 
a  foreign  nation — that  has  no  partiomatioD  in 
framing  the  law :  nor  can  a  Treaty  made  by  tht 
PasaiDnfT  and  Senate  repeal  a  taw,  tat  the 
some  reason,  tMcause  the  Hoose  of  B^resenlt- 
tivea  have  a  partieipatioa  la  matiog  Uie  law. 
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It  is  A  mnnd  inaxtm  in  Garemmeiit,  tbat  it  re- 
qairae  the  same  power  to  repeal  a  law  that  en- 
Mted  IL  If  to,  then  it  fallowa  that  laws  and 
Trefttieg  are  not  of  the  Bame  uatore ;  that  bodi 
operate  ta  the  lav  of  the  land,  bot  under  cer- 
tain llniitatioDs;  both  are  snlijeot  to  the  oontrol 
of  the  oonstitDtlcsi ;  thej  are  made  not  onlj  bj 
diflbrent  powere.  bat  those  powers  are  dis- 
Iribated,  under  different  modifications,  among 
tb«  several  branches  of  the  Oovemment-  Thns 
DO  law  oonld  be  made  by  the  I.egidAtiire  givitig 
themselTes  power  to  execute  ft ;  and  no  IVeaty 
hj  the  ExeaWiTe,  embracing  objects  specif  otlly 
Mrisned  to  the  Legislature  withont  their  assent. 
To  what,  he  naked,  would  a  oontrur  doctrine 
lead  t  If  the  power  of  making  Treaties  is  to 
reride  in  the  Pummar  and  Benate  nnlimitedl; : 
in  other  words,  if,  in  the  ezerdse  of  this  power, 
the  PraaiDBKT  and  Senate  are  to  be  restrained 
by  no  other  branch  of  ttie  CkiTemment,  the 
PsmOKNT  and  Benate  may  absorb  all  LegtslatiTe 
power — the  Executive  has,  then,  notbing  to  do 
tmt  to  HQbstitnte  a  foreign  nation  for  the  Honse 
(rf  Repreaentatives,  and  tbej  oiaj  legidste  to 
■07  extent.  If  the  Treaty-making  power  is  un- 
limited and  ondeflned,  it  ma;  extend  to  every 
ol^eet  of  legtslstion.  Under  it  money  may  b« 
bwTowed,  as  weU  as  oonimerce  regnlated ;  and 
why  not  money  appropriated?  For,  aigaing  as 
the  gentlemen  do,  they  might  say  the  consnto- 
tion  says  that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  bnt  in  ooneeqnenoe  of  appropri- 
ations made  by  law,  Bnt  Treaties,  whatever 
provision  they  may  oontain,  are  law ;  approjiri- 
atious,  therefore,  may  be  made  by  Treaties. 
Then  it  would  have  been  the  shortest  way  to 
have  carried  the  late  Treaty  into  effect  by  the 
Inatniment  itself,  by  adding  to  it  another  article, 
appn^riating  the  neoesssry  snms.  By  what 
loovUoa  of  the  eonatitntlon  is  the  Treaty- 
makiag  power,  ajmeably  to  the  eonstractSon  of 
the  gentlemen,  Hmitedf  Is  it  limited  by  the 
provwionswith  reepect  to  appropriations!  Not 
more  so  than  by  the  other  specific  powers  grant- 
ed to  the  L^;islatDTe.  Is  it  limited  by  any  law 
pMtt  If  not,  it  must  embrace  every  thing,  and 
all  the  objects  at  legislation.  If  not  limited  bv 
axisting  taws,orlf  it  repeals  the  laws  that  clasn 
with  i^  or  If  the  Legtslatttre  is  obliged  to  repeal 
the  laws  so  clMhing,  then  the  Legislative  power 
hi  ftet  reaides  in  the  Psiannirr  end  Senate, 
and  they  can,  by  employing  an  Indian  tritw, 
pan  any  law  nnder  the  oolor  of  Treaty.  Unless 
it  is  allowed  Qutt  dther  the  power  of  the  Honse 
over  the  porae-stringB  is  a  check,  or  the  existing 
laws  cannot  be  repcded  by  a  Treaty,  or  that  the 
■pedal  powers  granted  to  Oongrea  limit  the 
nneral  power  of  Treaty-making,  there  are  no 
bonnds  to  it,  it  mnst  absorb  all  others,  repeal 
an  laws  in  oontravention  to  it,  and  act  withont 
eontnit. 

To  the  oonstniotlon  he  had  given  to  this  part 
of  the  coDsUtntJon,  no  snch  ibrmldable  objeo- 
tkma  conid  be  raised.  He  did  not  claim  for  the 
Honse  a  power  of  making  Treaties,  bnt  a  check 
apro  the  l^eaty-^naking  power — a  mere  nega- 


tive power ;  whilst  those  who  are  in  favor  of  a 
different  constmction  advocate  a  positive  and 
unlimited  power. 

He  read  a  quotation  fivm  Blaekttetn,  page 
2B7,  vol  I,  to  show  that  the  power  of  Treahr- 
making  in  En^and  is  as  extensively  vested  in 
the  King,  as  It  can  powibiy  be  said  to  be  here 
in  our  ^eontive. 
The  following  is  the  panage  allnded  to : 
"n.  It  i*  also  (bs  Go^i  pnrogatini  to  maka 
l^eiitiea,  laigow,  and  alliascu  with  fonign  Statei 
uid  Princes.  For  it  ii,  by  the  Uw  of  Datiana,  eawn- 
&tl  to  the  goodoeu  of  t,  kague,  tbat  it  be  made  by 
the  KiTereigii  power,  and  then  it  !■  binding  opon  tlia 
whole    commnoitj ;  and,  in  England,  the  lovereiga 


After  aneh  a  latitode  sa  this  olanse  givea,  it 
would  be  roifrased  that  there  could  be  no  check 
rsMrved  npon  this  power;  yet  It  will  be  found 
that  Parliament  have  a  paiiidpation  in  it.  And 
the  apparent  Inconnstenoy  is  easily  reconciled, 
by  observing  that  the  power  given  generally  to 
the  Executive  of  making  contracts  with  other 
nations,  does  not  imply  that  of  making  Legis- 
lative regulations,  hot  that  when  the  contract 
happens  to  embrace  Lepdative  objects,  the  as- 
sistanoe  of  the  Legislature  becomes  necessary  to 
give  it  effect. 

He  proceeded  to  show  the  operation  of  this 
limitation  of  the  Treaty-making  power  in  Eng- 
land by  the  practice  of  Parliament.  It  was 
always  oonsidered  as  discretionary  with  Par^ 
liameat  to  grant  money  to  carry  Treaties  into 
eflbct  or  not,  and  to  repeal  or  not  to  repeal 
laws  that  interfere  with  them.  In  oidng  In- 
stanoea  of  the  exercise  of  thto  power,  be  should 
not  go  (tartber  back  than  thdr  Revolution. 

He  then  read  several  extracts  from  Andertov^t 
History  of  Oommeroe,  vol.  lii.  pages  269,  '70, 
Tl,  '7a.  They  are  so  much  in  point  that  we 
traiHorilM  the  most  material  passages : 

"  Bat  w«  conld  not  omit  our  animadTeniona  on  tlie 
eiglith  and  ninth  articles,  as  tliej  were  to  ezlraor- 
dinaiy  in  thamseivei,  and  as  thc^  oocaaioned  to  great 
a  Mir  and  nwuinen  at  that  time,  as  to  hare  broagbt 
Iba  whole  Trea^  1/  Commeies  lo  mijoany  tlien  and 

"Aar.  DL  Ttiat  whUa  the  ^aee  cf  two  months 
after  a  law  ihall  be  made  in  Qnat  Britain,  wfaenby 
it  ih^  be  mScieDtly  provided  that  not  mora  onMonu 
or  dntiea  be  paid  for  goodi  and  merohandiee  broaght 
(Vim  I<>aaefl  Into  Qreat  Britain  than  wliat  an  pay- 
able for  goods  and  merchandise  of  the  like  natorl^ 
imported  into  Great  Britain  rrom  any  other  uuuutiy 
in  Europe  ;  and  that  all  law*  made  b  Great  Britain 
■inoB  tlie  year  1664  ftr  [inhibiting  the  importatioa 
(^  any  goods  or  merdiandise  comhig  ftom  Fraooi^ 
which  were  not  prohiUted  be)in«  that  time,  be  ra- 
peatad,  the  geneial  tariff  in  France,  on  the  18lh  of 
September,  in  the  said  year  1664,  ahall  teke  place 
there  agun,  and  the  dntie*  payable  in  Fnnoe  by  the 
nljecte  of  Great  Britain  for  goodi  imported  and  sx- 
poited,  shall  be  paid  aceofding  to  the  taoor  of  flia 
tariff  above  nenaesMd. 
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"  Wtara  Dm  nid  tw«  utldH  omw  to  U  knswn  bj 
&■  nNrahaDti  «f  Qnat  Britain,  llwj  wan  raoeiTvd 
widi  Ou  DtnMMt  aupriia  and  iudlgnatiiHi,  tad  tha 
eUmoi  wu  load  utd  imlTanBl. 

"  That  tb«  oompljti^  irith  thoM  two  vtidM  woold 
(Aotaillj  mhi  mc  oooimMiM  ««  cuiiad  od  to  For- 


tarau,  put  FMDoe  on  tn  miuI  (badag  with  Portogil 
n  aOTotbaraf  oBfbMt  alUa^  In  pdnl  4f  eonoMiM.* 
"  Thii  U,  in  bridf;  tha  nm  or  tUt  DNnMtlU  ood- 
IWTWj,  which  whan  brooght  Into  ParilunNit,  It 
«M  10  ^iparent  tiist  our  trada  to  Fnnca  had  aver 

wxMptliw  tba  aaid  aidilh  and  nlitdi  utida^  tha  Bilt- 
iak  PuBanaot  Aoiidd  eooMnt  to  ndnoa  tba  Ugh 
datiaa  and  t*ka  off  tha  pMhiUtisea  n  frndantlr  laid 
on  Rraoch  oommodilia^  It  woold  alTaofaiaUj  m^  tlu 
anj  beat  brasobai  of  onr  oommoiDe,  loid  woold 
Acret^  dapriva  man/  handi«d  thouMnd  nano&c- 
t«tan(€th«lr  mlMlitaiioa;  wliiiih  waa  alio  tapportad 
to  patltkoa  ftont  maiij  paita  c/  tba  kii^m :  AM, 
ullioagh  a  gnat  Duyoritj  ot  that  Hoaaa  of  Commona 
waa  [n  othar  nyaota  doaalj  attadiad  to  tha  BiiniWy, 
Hubia/ar  agntu^  (a  da  purfU  ^At  mii  Am  mH- 
tlm  wai  rtftni^  ^awti^ontg^  aia*  vomm,  aftar  iba 
'  *      tahad  baan  heard  at  tba  bar 


of  that  Honae,  to  tha  gnat  joy  of  tha  wliola  liadiiw 
part  of  the  Dati<xi,  and  of  all  otiiar  impartUJ  po^Ia. 


[^-making  powar,  wd  bj  the  best  Enriiah 
odtj,  BlaehloM,  to  b«  yeat»d  in  Hm  Qdr  ; 
h  was,  boVflTor,  he  repeated,  neocMvUy 


Thus  it  moat  be  deari;^  ««eii,  that  the  oMi- 
wot  of  Fadiament  wu  not  Milv  deemed  omm- 
tM7  to  the  oompletion  of  the  Treat;,  but  that 
that  oonaent  vaa  reftised,  and  that  in  oonae- 
qtwnoe  the  Tie»t;  Ml  to  the  gronod,  and  was 
not  TSTived  for  a  pwiod  ot  Dear  eight;  fean, 
and  all  notwithrtandiiig  the  plenitade  of  the 
Treaty-making  power,  wd  bj  the  best  Enriiah 

checked  bj  the  special  powen  Tested  in  Paf> 
llament ;  for  none  bnt  they  oodd  enot  mone;, 
or  repeal  the  laws  "*»*'' '"g  with  the  provisioiw 
tit  Treaties. 

He  dted  another  Instanoe  of  the  ezerdie  of 
this  controlling  power  in  ParUameiit  of  even  A 
later  date,  viz:  m  the  jmt  178B,  in  the  ewe  of 
a  Treatj  between  Bpain  and  Great  Britain, 
which  waa  sanotioned  by  a  vei^  small  mqjorit; 
Indeed  in  Parliament  He  cit«d  a  thinl  ex- 
ample from  Aaiawn,  vd.  tL.  page  83B,  in  the 
CMe  of  tha  Treaty  of  OcMumeroe  between  Oanoe 
and  Qrcat  Brftau,  to  show  that  the  practioe  of 
the  Pa^ament'a  Intsifering  In  Treatlee  ie  not 
obsolete. 

The  ftJIowing  ta  an  artide  of  tlte  taiA  Treaty, 
which  lix.,QLLLt.via  read : 

XIV,  Hw  advaiitagaa  graotad  ti;  *he  pnaeut 

jacta  oTHU  Britaimio  If ^jaatv  abaU 

lelataa  to  tha  kingdom  of  Qnat 


Traa^  to  On  nljecta  oTHU  Britaimio  If^jaatv  abaU 
takaebc^  aa  fkr  aa  lelataa  to  tha  kingdom  of  Qnat 
Britain,  aa  noD  aa  lawi  than  be  puwd  ^n,  tbr 
aacnriu  to  tha  aatyaota  of  Hia  Heat  Cbriatian  Ha- 
)«a^  l£a  tacipToeal  aiyajmant  of  the  i  ~ 
which  ■!«  graotad  to  them  by  tlia  Treaty. 


•■  of  the  adrantagea 


"And  tha  adrant^tea  by  all  tliaaa  artielca,  exocpt 
Aa  tariff  ahall  taka  eSbct  with  iwud  to  tha  king- 
dom of  Irelaud,  a*  Non  aa  lawa  abaS  ba  paiead  thai^ 
far  aecuring  to  tba  aatjecta  of  Hli  Uoat  Chiiatian 
IfiyaMy  tha  ladpieoal  anjofneot  of  tha  adraot^ei 


Mad  to  Ihaai  by  tUa  Tnatf:  ■!,■ 
Iba  adrantam  gnatad  by  lb>  bbI 
M  la  what  Tdataa  to  Aa  nid  UagdM, 


Upon  this  prlnoi^  fonotled  on  ahnM  imaE- 
m<»ul  piaotioe  in  Great  Britwn,  did  tha  IGA- 
ter  of  that  kingdom,  when  {ntzodou^;  tha  lai 
Treaty  wlUt  Pnuaia  btto  Parlisneat,  td  tb 
House  that  Ih^  wiU  hare  to  enuaier  Ih 
Treaty  and  make  proviaoa  for  earrjing hint 
effect.  On  the  same  prindple,  when  thedetaa 
took  place  oo  that  instnmeoBt,  it  wasuovaito 
strike  oat  the  som  wopoaed  to  be  roted,  wU 
would  have  defeated  it,  and  aftarwarda  toitiii 
out  the  qipropiiatian  danae,  whicli  would  ban 
rendered  the  bill  a  mere  rote  of  credit,  wi 
would  also  hare  oansed  the  Treaty  to  bll  to  (ta 
nonnd.  On  the  aame  priitdple,  the  d|(f 
Qreat  Britain,  when  he  meationed  the  Anci- 
oan  Treaty,  promised  to  L^  it  before  than  h 
proper  seaion,  that  tbeym^tyw^pa^^dbff*- 
frittg  of  enaoting  the  namwsnij  proTiwai  to 
carry  it  into  efftot. 

It  remains  to  be  examined,  wd  Kr.  6, 
whether  we  are  to  Im  in  a  worse  MtaatioD  lb* 
Qreat  Britain;  whether  the  Hove  <rf  Bafn- 
sentatives  of  tlM  United  Statea,  the  sabitiiitiil 
and  immediate  lUftcesmtativeB  (tf  the  AswiM 
people,  shall  be  ranked  below  the  Britwh  How 
of  CouunoDs:  whether  the  LegislariTe  poM 
Bhall  be  awalluwed  np  by  the  1>eaty-mikii| 
aathority,  at  contended  for  her^  thon^  bmv 
claimed  even  in  Great  Britain ! 

In  Great  Britain,  be  remarked,  the  Tnat;- 
makiug  power  is  aa  nndefinad  as  m  Awia 
The  coDstitntion  bera^  declares  that  the  ?■»- 
nnra  and  Senate  shall  make  Treaties ;  Ihara,  w- 
tom  says  as  kind^,  that  the  Kii«  A^  mb 
them.  Id  Great  Biitun,  however,  the  po** 
ia  limited,  by  immemorial  onstom,  by  tba  ai- 
eroiae  of  the  Legislative  antbority  by  a  bns^ 
distinct  from  the  regal ;  in  the  same  maiwr  '* 
it  limited  here,  not  howerw  merely  hj  tam 
and  tradition,  bnt  by  the  words  of  tha  ooisli- 
tntion,  whioh  ^ves  speoiJBoally  the  Lagi^*tin 
power  lo  Oongreas ;  and  he  hoped  tbia  utiKr- 
ity  would  be  exercised  by  the  House  wUh  m 
mnoh  spirit  and  ind^keodenoe  aa  any  wbtr*- 

If  this  dootrine  is  sanotioBad,  if  it  is  aUom4 
that  Treaties  may  regnlate  qmvpriatitw.*™ 
repeal  existing  laws,  and  the  Houe,  by  "i"^ 
ing  the  present  lesolntioB  dedare,  thst  tb>i 
give  up  all  oontrol,all  ri^t  totbeenrdN^ 
diMrelJon,  it  ta  tantamoont  to  aayin^  f)**  ^ 
abandon  their  abare  in  legialatioa,  and  that  thtf 
oonaent  the  whole  powar  aboold  be  ooiMStM 
in  the  other  brandw*.  HedidBCitbtii*""^ 
a  doctrine  could  be  comttenaneed  by  tba  B"*' 
If  gentlemen  aboold  indst  npon  maiBWfii^ 
this  dootrine,  ibotild  deny  the  free  wewf  « 
the  House,  and  thdr  ti^  to  jndge  of  (be  o- 
pedienay  of  carrying  the  TrestT  into  iHtd,  us 
Mends  to  the  independence  dr  the  fie*"  ^ 
be  driven  to  the  neoessi^  to  reject  the  TMTi 
whether  good  or  bad,  to  anart  the  'X"'^ 


■,  !«*} 
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right  If  the  gentlemen  Abandoned  this  gronnd, 
liiaii  tfae  potior  of  the  tneaEnre  ootild  be  weigh' 
ed  on  lair  gronnd,  and  the  Treat7  carried  into 
■flbct,  If  reoondlaUe  to  die  intereete  of  the 
United  Btatei. 

Kaxoh  10. — In  OranmittM  of  the  Whole,  on 
Ur.  Ixvanwioifa  rewlnt^on,  Mr,  Haxtlkt  de- 
lirered  his  Bentimenta  aa  foUowa: 

Ab  I  was  not  preMBt  when  tUs  anhleot  was 
ilrat  hitrodneed,  it  eaanot  be  expected  that  I 
dioidd  t«k«  any  gre«t  ahare  in  ih«  debate ;  bnt 
•ome  obMmtiona  I  have  heaid,  diiefly  fh>m 
the  gentleouo  kit  np  yeeterday  from  Pennayl- 
TaniiL,  hkve  indnoed  me  to  ehow  a  few  groniidfl 
for  my  vote. 

That  geatieinan  has  atronglf  norobined  thia 
reiahition  with  the  T^eatr,  uid  wiahee  that 
0V«i7  one  who  b(M*  that  thera  ehoold  be  a  oo- 
vpeniiaa  of  this  Home  raepeetioff  that  inatm- 
BMdt,  abonld  rot»  for  the  naolDtioii.  I  think 
differendf. 

The  gentlmea  who  eonteod  ftr  the  mloti^ 
power  of  ttie  Exeondve  and  Senate,  as  well  a« 
those  who  argue  for  the  great  anthcvit;  of  thia 
Bonae,  perhapa  are  iki  extremea ;  bnt  the  Trtety 
onght  net  now  to  be  eo  largelT  imder  oangid«r»- 

tion.    lar   -^"'-     '"  "  ^-"^  ---' ■- 

take  it  up 

ing,  will  vote  aa  I  hold  right 

The  gentleman  I  reflBired  to,  from  Pennayl- 
Tania,  argued  moat  atreDnonaly  that  the  laws 
and  cuahnat  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Congti- 
tntim  of  the  United  States  were  analogoaa — 
nay,  that  the  powera  were  pretusely  the  aame. 

The  gentlemen  who  hold  thia  doctrine  h&Te 
made  reeevohea,  and  have  quoted  aeveral  au- 
thoritiee;  but  why  have  not  those  ingenioiu 
gentlemen  disoOTered  a  nngle  ioatance  where 
tiie  British  Honae  of  OoramoDB  have  hftd  thi 
inBtraotiona  given  by  the  ExeoDtive  to  the  ne 
gotiating  Uiniater  Md  before  them.  If  there 
was  Ba<£  a  power,  no  doubt  that  body  wonld 
at  eome  period  have  eieroised  it ;  for  no  men 
on  earth  hare  extended  the  power  of  privllc^ee 
which  they  had  fWtber  than  the  members  of 
the  Honae  of  Oommtma  of  Britain. 

As  those  geudemen  whocimtend  fbr  the  like- 
neaa — indeed,  SBmeneea  of  the  Treaty-making 
powers  of  both  oonntries — oan  show  no  prece- 
dent, it  may  be  &irty  contended,  that  no  snob 
ri^t  exiets  aa  ia  contemplated  by  the  reeolntion, 

Trratjee  ore  made  nndar  the  Executive  in 
■fanoet  all  oonntriee,  and  whm  the  Uinlatera 
have  gone  through  their  part  of  the  bnrineeB, 
the  l^aty  is  oHntnonly  laid  before  the  nation. 
If  any  nationat  aot  ia  fbrtber  neoeaaary,  it  wonld 

Cn  in  otmfbrmity  to  the  principles  of  good 
th ;  if  any  thing  ia  neoeaaary  (oonajstent  with 
the  ooDBtitntlon)  on  the  pfirt  of  the  Honae,  it 
will  be  the  discnamon  of  another  day. 
Mr.  Gkuwold  said,  that  the  resolution 
-  the  table  appeared  at  finit  view  to  be  perfectly 
innocent,  and,  he  might  add,  of  very  little  Im- 
portonee.  It  amoonled  to  no  more  than  a  re- 
qneet  to  the  PuraniBiiT  to  fUraieh  the  Hotue 
With  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  with 


Great  Britain,  which  he  might  either  aatigfy  or 
r^ect  But  the  diacnarion  which  had  taken 
place  In  the  committee,  bad  ^ven  the  anbject  a 
very  eeriona  aspect,  and  involved  h  qnestioil  (f 
the  first  fmportsnoe;  and  althongh  some  gen- 
tlemen had  thonght  thet  the  committee  hod 
prematnrely  involved  iteelf  in  the  esamination 
of  the  qneetion,  he  could  not  see  how  the  di»- 
—  'on  oould  have  been  avoided.  For  gentle- 
wonld  not  say  that  any  resolntion — more 
particularly  a  reeolution  calling  on  the  Pucai- 
^KST  for  documents  belon^ng  to  the  Eiecntive 
Department — waa  to  pasa  the  House  without  a 
conclnMve  reaa(»i,  much  less  without  any  reaaon 
for  its  passing.  On  thia  principle  gentlemen 
had  been  called  on  at  an  early  perii^  for  the 
1  which  they  gronnded  the  resolution. 
They  had  attempted  to  assign  reasons,  bnt  those 
ressona  had  been  generally  abandoned;  and  U 
could  not  at  that  time  be  serioualy  contended 
that  the  obieots  of  general  information  or  pub- 
licity, wljicn  had  been  first  mentioned,  conld 
Justify  the  House  in  calling  on  the  Pbssidbst 
for  papers  relating  to  the  British  Treaty,  or 
that  those  papers  were  neoeesai7  to  enable  the 
House  to  Judge  of  the  oonstitntionality  of  the 
Treaty.  The  friends  of  the  resolution,  aware  ■ 
of  this,  had  at  last  come  forward  and  assigned  a 
new  and  a  very  important  reason.  It  had  been 
now  Bud.  that  the  House  of  Representativeg 
have  a  right  to  judge  over  the  heads  of  the 
Fbbsidxht  and  Moate  on  the  subject  of  Tre»- 
ties;  that  no  Treaty  can  become  a  law  until 
sanctioned  by  the  Bouse;  and,  in  fine,  that  the 
House  of  RepreeentBtivea  is  a  constitutional 
part  of  the  Treaty-malting  power. 

If  theae  facta  and  the  prinoiplee  which  grow 
out  of  them  are  true,  he  conld  not  aaj  that  the 
reeolution  was  improper ;  and  although  he  did 
not  knov  to  what  part  of  the  Treaty  the  papera 
wonld  partioolarly  apply,  yet,  if  the  Houee  were 
to  take  this  extensive  view  of  the  Trea^,  and 
ultimately  to  sanction  or  rtjjeet  it,  it  would  seem 
that  the  papers  relating  to  the  negotiation  ought 
to  be  \tia  Wore  them.  Bnt  if  these  facta  are 
not  tme,  and  the  House  is  not  a  constitutional 

Cof  the  Treaty-making  power,  and  the 
ity  Is  already  a  law  without  its  sanctiOD, 
then  the  reason  ^lla  to  the  ground,  and  the  re- 
solution ought  to  be  rejected. 

Thia  inquiry  into  the  powera  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  must  be  confined,  and  the  qtie»' 
tion  orimng  ont  of  it  mnat  be  decided  by  a  hit 
oonstruction  of  the  constitution.  The  powen 
of  eaoh  branch  of  the  Government  are  there 
limited  and  defined,  and  an  accurate  understand* 
Ing  of  that  instrument  would  enable  gentlemen 
to  decide  the  question. 

In  comparing  theu  questions  with  the  otm- 
stitntion,  gentlemen  were  not,  however,  to  in' 
quire  whether  that  conatitution  was  a  good  or 
a  bad  one ;  whether  too  much  power  had  been 
given  to  this  or  t«  that  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment The  question  will  only  he,  what  powers 
has  the  eonstitutimt  given,  and  to  what  oepart- 
menta  have  the  some  been  distributed  f 
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To  render  the  snltjeot  as  clear  uid  diBtinct  as 
tMMuble,  he  thoo^t  it  wonhl  not  be  iuipruper 
to  take  »a  &betract  view  of  thoee  two  powera 
in  all  govermneDte  having  (breigu  relations 
whiob  are  immediatelj  oonoeoted  with  the  in- 
qoirf,  viz :  the  Le(^«lative  and  the  Treatj-niak- 
fiig  power.  And  if  geoUemen  can  clearly  fix 
!■  torn  mhids  the  limit*  of  each,  thej  will  be- 
oMiie  better  enabled  to  see  tb^  operation,  and 
to  decide  on  the  powera  of  the  Uonse  in  the 
•sensse  of  them. 

The  Legitlative  power  in  all  governments  U 
eitoemely  broad ;  it  occupies  the  most  eiteu- 
tfve  groand;  it  extends  to  every  object  which 
lelate*  to  the  inlemsl  ooooems  of  the  nation ; 
it  regnlatcfl  the  life,  the  liberty,  and  the  pro- 
perty of  ever;  individual  living  within  iu  juris- 
oiction;  it  can  control  oomineroe  within  its 
Joriidiction ;  govern  the- condnct  of  Ihe  nation 
towarda  aliem,  in  whatever  capacily  they  ma; 
^^ear;  and,  in  ahort,  aa  certain  English  wri- 
ters have  said  of  the.  British  Qovernment,  its 
power  is  almoet  omnipotent.  Thus  broad  and 
extensive  are  the  general  powers  of  legislation, 
•atfjeet,  however,  to  eQcb  particular  restrictions 
aa  are  preacribed  b;  forms  of  government,  or 
which  ocoasionall;  arise  from  the  nature  of 
garemment  itaeli^  and  limit  the  objects  of  its 
•peralioD. 

It  ia  easy  to  see,  that  in  Qie  eiercise  of  those 
Lcfialatlve  poweM,  it  will  frequently  happen 
that  laws  are  enacted,  which,  in  tbeir  operation, 
will  embarrass  the  interooorse  of  two  nations. 
Snch  are  always  the  effect  of  retaliating  laws, 
and  aliens  within  the  limits  of  a  foreign  Juris- 
diction are  frequently,  b;  thoee  regnlations, 
int^ect«d  to  grcttt  and  tinreasonable  embanass- 
saantaL 

The  Treaty-making  power  operates  in  a  very 
difibrent  manner;  its  piower  is  lioiitcd  and  coo- 
fined  to  tbe  forming  of  Treaties  with  foreign 
nations ;  its  olyocts  are  to  facilitate  the  inter- 
eonise  between  nations ;  to  remove  by  contract, 
AoM  impediments  which  embarrass  that  inter- 
oonrse,  and  to  pkoe  the  same  on  a  fair  and  jost 
foundation.  In  the  exercise  of  tliis  power,  it 
will  nnavoidably  happen  that  the  laws  of  the 
Legislature  are  sometimes  infracted.  The  Le- 
gi&ture,  for  certain  causes, — perhaps  to  compel 
a  foreign  nation  to  form  a  treaty  on  terms  of 
reciprocity,— may  prohibit  all  interoourse,  or 
embarrass  that  intercourse  with  regulations  so 
bnrdensome  aa  to  produce  the  same  tsf&ct ;  the 
foreign  nation  finally  becomes  willing  to  treat, 
and  to  establish  an  intercourse  on  eqnitable 
terms.  I^  in  this  case,  the  Treaty  power  can- 
not touch  the  laws  of  the  Legislatnre,  the  object 
which  gave  rise  to  those  very  laws  can  never 
be  attuned ;  no  Treaty  can  be  formed,  because 
it  will  oppoee  existing  la  vis;  those  laws  camiot 
be  repealed,  because  the  object  for  which  they 
ware  enacted  has  not  been  attained.  Snoh  a 
ooQstruction  of  the  Treaty  power  would  defeat 
•very  ot^eot  tor  which  that  power  was  eetab- 
lished;  and  instead  of  poBseasing  an  anthorit; 
to  remove  embarrassments  in  a  foreign  inter- 


ooorse, it  caimot  toodi  thana ; 
expreedy  created  for  the  attaina 
object,  it  can  never  attun  it. 

Froml 

in  the  exercise  of  that  power  whidi  rdai«d  B 
the  intercourse  with  fbreigu  natioiu,  tbe  Tr«i^ 
making  was  psramoiuit  to  tbe  Tragielatiiipf-- 
er;  and  that  the  poative  instiiatitiM  of  iIn 
Xi^alatare  most  give  place  to  OMDpact. 

On  this  ooDstmctJon,ap«fect  hanoM^iia- 
trodoeed  into  the  departtnenta  of  OovwmiM 
Both  the  Le^sladve  and  the  Tr«M;  pama  m 
necoaaary,  on  many  oooaaooH,  to  aeeonpU 
the  same  otijeota.  Hie  L^aUtiTe  powtf  ■ 
establish  regulatioiu,  or  declare  war,  fir  ik 
porpoae  of  compelUng  a  nation  to  agree  to  i 
reasoaaUe  compact;  aod  tbe  Tr«a^  ponc^ 
when  that  nation  is  compelled  to  Mrea  to  wk 
l^Traatj-  ' 


IT  itad^  oo  fumd 


reasonaUe  GOuqMOt,  U 
very  ragolations,  aod  the  w 
eqaitable  terms. 

Ur.  Mtmanw  said,  that  the  diieot  pnip«Hiica 
before  the  Honse,  had  beeo  so  absorbed  tf  iki 
inddmtal  queatitm  whioh  had  grown  oat  «f  il 
concerning  the  amstitutiooal  aatbority  of  Oi» 
grass  in  the  case  of  TreatieB,that  he  sbooUaM- 
fine  his  present  observatiuiB  to  Ibe  lattei. 

The  true  question,  tberefbrci,  b^xn  thenB- 
mittee,  was,  not  whether  liw  will  of  the  peopli 
expressed  in  the  consdtiitiaii  was  to  be  obeM 
but  how  that  will  was  to  be  understood;  ii 
what  manner  it  had  actnall;  divided  the  poa- 
ers  delegated  to  the  Government;  and  vlxl 
constmction  would  best  reoHicile  the  KTtnl 
parts  of  the  instmiaent  with  each  other,  ui 
be  most  oonustent  with  its  gaoeral  ^nrit  lei 
ol^t 

On  comparing  the  sereial  pasHgce  in  ^ 
constitution,  wtucli  had  been  dread;  dted  t« 
the  committee,  it  appeared,  that  if  taiei  Ht» 
ally,  and  without  liiiut,  they  most  neeemil; 
dash  with  each  other,  C«itaiD  powers  to  itf- 
ulate  commerce,  to  declare  war,  to  raise  anat^ 
to  borrow  monev,  4&,  are  first  q>edall;  vsrtw 
in  Congreee.  llie  power  of  making  Trasti^ 
which  may  relate  to  the  nune  sntgecta,  is  aAv- 
wards  vested  in  the  Fshdkht  and  two-tUdi 
of  the  Senate;  and  it  is  declared  in  sdmIm 
place,  that  tlie  constitation  and  the  Ism' 
the  United  States,  made  in  pnrsnanoe  thwec^ 
and  Treatiea  made,  or  to  be  made  under  tbi 
aothority  of  the  TTnited  States,  shall  be  tba  n- 
prerae  law  of  the  land.  And  the  judgta,  it 
every  State,  shall  he  bound  thereby,  an;  thiof 
in  the  constitoiion  or  laws  irf  any  State  to  tbi 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  term  tuprema,  aa  ^>pl>ed  to  TrestiA 
evidently  meant  a  supremaoy  over  the  Suu 
oonatitntions  and  laws,  and  not  over  the  0»- 
stitution  and  Laws  of  the  United  States.  ^ 
it  was  observable,  that  the  Judicial  aiitb<»^ 
and  the  existing  lawa,  alone  of  the  Sisleii  ^ 
within  tbe  aapr^uacy  ezpready  ei^foinsd.  ^ 
injunction  was  not  extended  to  the  Legtdttii* 
authority  of  the  State^  or  to  laws  reqwiu  to 
be  paaaed  by  the  StatM  nr  giving  eflirt  to  I>» 
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iee;  and  it  might  be  &  problBin  w<m^j  of  the 
xndderation,  though  oot  needing  the  decision 
rf  the  committee,  in  what  manner  the  reanidto 
voTitioDB  were  to  be  obtained  from  tbe  States. 

It  waB  to  )>e  regretted,  he  obaerred,  that  on 
t  qneation  of  snob  magnitude  ai  the  preBest, 
iiere  should  be  anj  ajqurent  tncxnuutoDor  or 
DexplidtneBs  in  the  coottitntion,  that  conld 
eare  room  for  different  OMtBtmctiona.  Aa  the 
MS,  howerer,  had  happened,  nil  that  oonld  be 
lone  vai  to  examine  the  different  oonstrootioiu 
(ith  Bocnracy  and  bimeK,  aooording  lo  the 
ulee  eetabhehed  therefor,  end  to  adhere  to  tiiat 
irhfoh  Hhonld  be  fbond  most  rational,  oonuat- 
■t,  and  satia&otory. 

He  stated  the  five  fbUowing,  as  all  the  oon- 
itmetiona,  worthy  of  notioe,  that  had  either 
>een  oootended  for,  or  were  likely  to  o«cnr: 

L  The  Treaty  power,  and  the  Congreenonal 
wwer,  might  be  regarded  ae  moving  in  raoh 
leparste  orbits,  acd  operating  on  snoh  separate 
>^}ect«,  as  to  be  incapable  of  interfering  with, 
a  toncbiog  each  other. 

n.  As  ooncnrrent  powers  relating  to  the 
«me  olijeots ;  and  iqwrating  like  the  power  of 
JoDgrees,  and  the  power  of  tlie  State  Legisla- 
nre^  in  rektiun  to  taxes,  on  the  ume  articlee. 

III.  As  each  of  them  supreme  over  the  other, 
m  it  may  be  the  last  exercised ;  like  the  differ- 
ut  arsaembliee  of  the  people,  under  the  Roman 
^Temment,  in  tjie  form  of  oentnries,  and  in 
lie  form  of  tribea,  . 

IV,  The  Treaty  power  may  be  viewed,  ao- 
lordlng  to  the  doctrine  maintained  by  the 
ippononts  of  the  proposition  before  the  com- 
nittee,  as  both  unlimited  in  its  oljecta,  and 
lonipletely  parHmount  in  its  anthority 

v.  The  OoDgfMsional  power  maj  be  viewed 
IS  co-operative  with  the  Treaty  power,  on  the 
jegialative  subjects  snbmitted  to  Congress  by 
he  constitution,  in  the  maimer  eipl/iined  by 
he  member  from  PennsylTBaiB  Qtr.  Gallatoi) 
Lod  exemplified  in  the  British  Govtrament. 

The  objection  to  the  first  ooDstmction  is,  that 
t  would  narrow  too  much  the  Treaty  power,  to 
ixolnde  fVom  Treaties  altogether  the  enumerated 
abjects  submitted  to  the  power  of  Congress; 
ome  or  other  of  this  class  of  regulations  bedng 
[enerally  comprised  in  the  important  compacts 
rhich  take  place  between  nations. 

The  otjjection  to  the  second  is,  tiiat  a  concor- 
vnt  exercise  of  the  Treaty  and  Ij«gislntive  pow- 
irs,  on  the  same  olfjecU,  would  be  evidently  im- 
iraoticable.  In  the  ease  of  taxes  laid  botii  by 
State  L^ialatures 


>>agreaH  and  by  t 

ame  articles,  the  constitution  presumed,  that 


he  1 


irent  authorities  might  be  exercised 


vitb  suchjirudence  and  moderation  as  would 
kToid  an  interference  between  their  respective 
■egnlatious.  But  it  was  manifest  that  such  an 
sterfbrenee  would  t>e  Dnavoidable  between  the 
freaty  power  and  the  power  of  Congreaa,  A 
rreaty  of  Commerce,  for  example,  would  rarely 
w  made,  that  would  not  trench  on  existing  legal 
wnlations,  at  wdl  as  be  a  bar  to  iutiire  ones, 
lo  the  uiii^  the  olijection  was  equally  fatal. 


That  it  involved  the  absurdity  of  an  itaptrium 
in  ifuperio,  of  two  powers,  both  of  them  sn- 
preme,  yet  each  of  them  liable  to  be  superseded 
by  the  othcv.  There  was,  indeed,  an  instance 
of  this  kind  found  in  the  government  of  ancient 
Borne,  where  the  two  aothoritieaaf  the  eomitia 
eariata,  or  meetings  by  oentnries,  and  the  a>- 
mitia  PHiuta,  or  meetingu  by  tribes,  were  each 
ponoesoed  of  the  sopreme  Le^slative  power,  and 
could  each  annol  the  proceedings  of  the  other. 
For,  altboQgb  the  people  oompoaed  the  body  ot 
the  meetings  in  t>oth  cases,  yet,  as  they  voted 
in  one,  according  to  wealth,  and  in  the  otiier, 
according  to  nnmbers,  the  organizations  were  so 
distinot  as  to  create,  is  fact,  two  disijuct  author- 
ities. But  it  was  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  this 
political  phenomenon,  which  had  been  celebrated 

a  BultJect  of  curiona  ipecalation  only,  and  not 
a  model  for  the  Iiwtitntions  of  any  other 
oonntry. 

The  fourth  construction.  Is  that  which  is  con- 
tended for  by  the  opponents  of  the  proposition 
depending;  and  which  gives  to  the  Treaty 
power  all  the  latitode  which  is  not  necessarily 
irohibited  by  a  regard  to  the  general  form  and 
tmdamental  principles  of  the  constitution. 

In  order  to  smooth  the  way  for  this  doctrine, 
it  had  been  said  that  the  power  to  make  Treatiee 
was  laid  down  in  the  most  indefinite  terms;  and 
that  the  power  to  make  laws,  was  no  limiUtion 
to  it,  because  the  two  powers  were  essentially 
different  in  their  nature.  If  there  was  ingenuity 
in  thia  distinction,  it  was  all  the  merit  it  could 
have ;  for  it  must  he  obvious  that  it  could 
neither  be  reduced  to  practice,  nor  be  reconciled 
to  principles.  Treaties  and  laws,  whatever  the 
nature  of  them  may  be,  must,  in  their  operation, 
be  often  the  same.  B^olaUons  by  Treaty,  if 
carried  into  eflect,  are  laws.  If  Congress  pan 
acts  relating  to  provisions  in  a  Treaty,  so  as  to 
become  incorporated  with  the  Treaty,  they  are 
not  the  lees  laws  on  that  account.  A  Legislative 
act  is  the  same  whether  performed  bj'  this  or 
tliat  body,  or  whether  it  be  groanded  on  the 
consideration,  that  a  foreign  nation  agrees  to 
pass  a  like  act^  or  on  any  otiier  consideratjon. 

It  most  be  objectedto  this  oonstruotion,  there- 
fore, that  it  extends  the  power  of  the  Puxsidknt 
and  Senate  too  far,  and  cramps  the  powers  of 
Congress  too  much. 

ne  did  not  admit  that  the  term  "  Treaty  "  had 
the  extensive  and  unlimited  meaning  which 
BtHue  seemed  to  duim  for  it.  It  was  to  be  con- 
udered  as  a  technical  term,  and  its  meaning 
was  to  be  sought  for  in  the  nse  of  it,  particnlarly 
in  governments  which  bore  most  analogy  to  our 
own.  In  absolute  govemmeuts,  where  the 
whole  power  of  the  nation  is  usurped  by  the 
goveminenta,  and  all  the  deportments  of  power 
are  united  in  the  tame  person,  the  Treaty  power 
has  no  bounds ;  because  the  power  of  the  sover- 
eign to  execute  it  has  none.  In  limited  govern- 
ments, the  case  is  different ;  the  Treaty  power, 
if  undefined,  is  not  understood  to  be  nnlimited. 
In  Great  Britain,  it  is  poutively  restrained  on 
the  subjeola  of  money  and  diunembering  tho 
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tmgin.  Hot  aonld  tba  ExwntlTe  there,  tf  hit 
reooQeotion  was  rigfat,  make  an  oUeii  a  mlfjeat 
hj  meani  cf  a  Tr«at j. 

Bat  tb«  quMtloD  inunediAtelj  under  ooiuid- 
antloD,  and  wbioli  the  ooatext  and  Rpirit  of  the 
MNUtltntion  muat  dedde,  ttmed  on  the  extent 
of  the  Treat;  poww  In  relatioa  t«  the  oljjeoti 
■Mottoallj  amd  eiprtadr  •nbmitted  to  the  Le- 


■MOttt 

gUatii 


«  power  trfOongreeiL 
»  wM  an  in^wtaat,  and  wpeared  to  htm  to 
be  a  deoUre,  Tiew  ot  the  nitijeat,  that  tf  the 
TMtT  power  alone  ootdd  Mrform  any  <Hie  act 
fbr  whioh  the  wthoilty  of  Oonmn  ii  required 
bj  the  ooostitotkiD,  it  nuy  perform  eveiy  act 
tit  wfaieb  the  anthority  of  that  part  of  the  Gor- 
emmwit  la  Teqnb«d.  OmgreeB  hare  power  to 
ngolate  trades  ^  declare  war,  to  ratMarndea,  to 
leT7,  to  borrow,  and  to  ^>imq)riate  mon^,  Ac 
V,  by  Treaty,  tbere&T^  as  paramoont  to  the 
LegudatiTe  power,  tbe  PusiDnHT  and  Senate 
ean  regnlate  trade,  they  ean  «l«o  deelare  war, 
they  oan  raise  armies  to  eany  on  war,  and  they 
ean  proonre  money  to  rapport  armiea.    These 

Kwers,  howerer  difibreat  in  thur  natore  or 
portanoe,  are  on  the  same  fboting  In  tbe  oon- 
atitation,  and  mnat  share  tbe  same  fateL  A 
member  from  Oonneotiont  (Mr.  Obibwold)  had 
adinitl«d  that  the  power  of  war  was  eioloavelT 
Tested  ia  Oongreaa ;  but  he  had  not  attempted, 
nor  did  it  seem  posdble,  to  draw  any  line  be- 
tween that  and  tbe  other  ennmerated  powers. 
If  any  line  oonid  be  drawn,  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented to  tbe  oommittee ;  and  he  ahonld,  for  one, 
be  ready  to  ^ve  it  the  most  impartial  oonsidere- 
ticm.  He  had  not,  however,  any  expeotation 
that  snob  an  attMnpt  coold  sncoeed ;  and,  there- 
fore, should  snbmft  to  the  serious  consideration 
of  tne  oommittee,  that^  altbonsb  die  oonstitn- 
tlon  lud  oarefolly  and  Jealoosly  lodged  the  pow- 
er of  war,  of  armies,  of  the  parse,  Ac.  in  Don- 
gress,  of  whioh  the  immediate  R^resentatiTea 
of  tbe  people  fonned  an  integral  port,  yet,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  ooDHtrQction  maintAined  on  the 
other  side,  tbe  Prbsidbiit  and  Senate,  by  means 
of  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  a  nation  at  war, 
mie^t  mue  the  United  States  parties  in  the  war. 
They  might  stlpnlaCe  subsidies,  and  even  borrow 
money  to  pay  them ;  they  might  faroish  troops 
to  be  aarried  to  Europe,  Asia,  or  AlHca  ;  tbey 
mi^t  even  attempt  to  seep  np  astanding  army 


I  objects.    Under  this  as- 
pect the  TVea^  power  vonld  be  tremendous 

The  fixve  of  this  reasoning  is  not  obviated  by 

BBving,  that  the  Pbbsidbkt  and  Senate  wonld 
only  pledge  the  pnblie  fiuth,  and  that  the  agency 
of  Oongrees  womd  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
(^ration.  For,  what  diSerenoe  does  tins  make, 
tf  theoblintJoD  imposed  be,  as  is  alleged,  acon- 
■titntionalone;  if  Oongreaa  have  no  will  but  to 
obey,  and  If  to  disobey  be  treason  and  rebelUon 
against  the  oonstitated  anthorities  I  Under  a  con- 
stitutional obligation  with  such  satiatians  to  it, 
Congress,  in  cose  tbe  Tsxstaxst  and"  Senate 


to  As 


riioold  enter  Into  ■■  alltoaee  for  w,-wobM  t» 
nothing  nKM«  than  the  mare  beralda  fcr  pradan- 
ing  it.  InbetiithadbesBaaidt&attheTHa* 
obeythelit}anotionaaf  aTVasi^,  aa  tmplxally  ■ 
a  snWdiaata  oflloer  in  the  EzeoatiT«  Bne  wv 
bonnd  to  obey  tbe  Oitef  Ha^MnUa,  or  as  A*  • 
Jndgea  an  bonnd  to  decide  ■ 
laws. 

As  a  fbrthsr  obintilien  t 
tended  tor,  he  oaUed  tbe  attentkm  at  tha  «^ 
mlttee  to  another  very  serious  ecMMetmenea  frca 
iL  The  ^mcUo  powen,  ss  vested  m  Oongna 
by  Ow  cccatitation,  m«  qnalifted  by  aondrys- 
eeptlona,  deemed  of  great  fanportsBoo  to  the  nA 
exercise  of  them,  tbese  reatrietiena  are  eea- 
t^ed  fai  aeoUeo  S  of  liMoaulitiit}<»,  SBdfcitlN 
Brti<dea  of  smendmsat  viidb  hav«  bean  addsd 

it,    Thus,  the  "migralioa  orimporta&a  if 


snch  peraoos  as  any  ot  tibe  Statae  shall  thU 
proper  to  admit,  shaU  not  ba  probiUtad  bv  Om- 
gresB."    He  referred  to  several  <a  the  other  r»- 


gres^  also,  he  obswved,  wmeh  was  to  make  ao 
Uw  recfieeting  aa  estahlUuneat  of  religiM, « 
prohibitii%  tbe  tne  exerdse  therao^  or  abndy- 
iDg  the  freedom  of  qieedi,  or  of  iJMpnn;  w 
of  theri^tofthepe^epeaoeablyto  nnnrinihli, 
&o.  Now,  if  tbe  LegWatiTe  power^  specilkaBy 
reeled  in  Oongress,  sre  to  be  no  Hnutatlaa  or 
cheok  to  tbe  Tnatr  pover,  it  was  evident  tlat 
the  oioeptionB  to  Otose  powers  eonld  be  no  lim- 
itation or  obeck  to  the  Treaty  power. 

Itetoming  to  the  powers  parHcKdarly  kK^ 
in  Oongress,  he  took  itotiee  of  thoae  nutisg  to 
war,  and  money,  or  the  sword  and  liie  pnna,  m 
requiring  a  few  additional  obeervatkitia,  in  onhr 
to  show  that  the  Treaty  powu-  ooold  not  bt 
paramount  over  them. 

It  was  w^  known  that,  wiOk  respeet  to  the 
rt^Tilatdon  of  oommero^  tt  had  loog  rausiDed 
under  the  Jnrisdiotion  of  ttte  States ;  and  that 
in  the  establishment  of  the  present  GoTemmtBit 
the  qoeetioa  was,  wbetbw,  tmd  bow  &r,  it 
should  be  transferred  to  tbe  genera]  jaris^ctko. 
But  with  KtptiU  to  ttie  power  of  making  wv, 
it  had,  ttata  tbeoMnmenoementitfthelteTals- 


the  gcowal  authority,  essential  to  the  pnbliti 
tatetj.  Tbe  only  qnestimi,  therefore,  that  ewdd 
arise,  was  whether  tbe  power  abonld  be  lodged 
in  this  or  that  deportment  of  the  Federal  Gor- 
erament  And  we  And  it  ex|H«sBly  vested  is 
the  Legislative  and  not  in  the  EzeontiTe  ds- 
partment ;  with  a  view,  no  doabt,  to  goard  it 
against  the  abnsea  which  might  be  f^qtreD  ended, 
from  placing  the  power  of  declaring  war  in  Aosa 
bands  whidi  would  eondaot  it  when  dedsred; 
and  which,  therefore,  in  the  ordinary  eourte«f 
things,  would  be  most  tempted  to  go  into  war. 
But,  aocordiDf;  to  tbe  doctrine  now  mainttinsd, 
the  United  States,  by  means  of  an  sllianoo  ttA 
a  foreign  power,  mi^t  be  driven  intoa  stateof 
war  by  the  PnBainBiiT  and  Senate^  contmy  bolli 
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to  A  tenie  of  the  Legiilatnre,  and  to  th«  letter 
•nd  qiirit  of  the  oonBtitntion. 

Od  the  eal^eot,  aJto,  of  qijvopriatiiig  money, 
partiookrl;  to  a  militwr  establiehmeiit,  the  pro- 
jUaa  of  the  owitltatKiB  deoMnded  the  moit 
■erere  attentioo.  To  firmtaiX  the  oontinDBnoe 
of  •  militatj  foroft  for  » longer  tann  tiutn  might 
be  indiipeiiMhle,  it  ia  expreadj  deolared,  that  no 
■ppnprigliait  forthe  npport  irf  uiaiea  ihell  be 
■Mdeforraoretbttk  two  jean.  Bo  that,  at  the 
•Bd  of  ereiT  two  yean,  the  qaeatdon,  whether  a 
aliitaij  &m»  ought  to  be  ooDtinDed  or  not, 
moat  b«  opaa  tx  oonadetetitm  ;  and  otn  be  de- 
cided in  tbe  negfttive^  by  uther  the  Eonae  of 
Bepreeentcttrea  or  the  Soute's  refiuiiia  to  ~ 
enrinthereqnliitaavpnvriations.  TbialBai 
hmportant  oback  ana  wmiri^agaliMt  the  dsnfier 
of  itABdiiw  ansiea,  and  i^auiat  the  proaeoobon 
of  ft  war  ny<md  ita  ladtntaloljeaU;  and  the 
eOeaey  of  thepreeantioniB  the  greater,  aa,  at  the 
4aid  <tf  every  two  yeara  a  r*-eleotion  of  the 
Honae  of  BepaeaeBtatiTee  givea  the  people  an 
opportonitT  of  jnd^ng  aa  &«  oeeadui  for  tl  ~ 
mItw.    ftit  1^  as  ia  oontended,  the  Hooi 

irea  haye  no  right  to  deliberat* 
'Miona  pledged  by  the  Pbbhdht 
and  cMinot  reAiae  th«n,  wlUiont 
ft  haeadh  of  the  oonatiCntiaa  and  of  thdr 
oathe,  the  eaae  to  preoiaely  the  aame,  and  the 
■■me  a&ota  woidd  ftdlow,  aa  if  the  appropria- 
tkoL  were  not  lindted  to  two  yeara,  but  made  for 
ttM  whole  pwiodoontemplated,  at  once.  Where 
iraald  be  tite  dtedc  ot  a  biennia]  appropriation 
fcr  a  military  eataUlahment  ndaed  for  fonryeara, 
if;  at  the  <Bd  of  two  yeara,  the  ^prcorlatiqa 
waa  to  be  oontinaed  by  a  oimetitntional  neoea- 
dtr  tot  two  yeara  more)  It  ia  evident  that  no 
TCftldtOiraMW  eaneiiat  between  an  appropria- 
iioft  for  finr  yeara  at  onoe,  and  two  wproprtatiMU 
tar  two  yeaneaeb,  the  aeeraid  ot  wUch,  the  two 
Honaee  would  be  oonatitnUoDally  obliged  to  make. 

It  had  been  aaid  that,  Id  all  caaee,  a  law  most 
cdthar  be  repealed,  or  its  eiecotion  ororided  for. 
Whatever  respect  might  be  dne  to  thia  principle 
in  general,  be  denied  that  it  could  be  applicable 
to  the  oese  in  question.  Bj  the  providonofthe 
(xmatitittioii,  tinuting  appropriatione  to  two  years, 
K  iraa  clearly  intended  to  enable  either  branch 
«(f  the  Lefialatvra  to  diseontiniie  a  miUtafT  force 
at  the  end  of  every  two  yeara.  If  the  law  ea- 
taUkhiBgit  maat  be  neoeaaarily  repealed  before 
■B  ftppivpriatitm  eoald  be  willuial^  U  would  be 
tn  the  power  of  rioter  branoh  to  kitip  ap  an  ea- 
taUidmieBtbyr«AHingtoeoiu»rinrcpeaL  The 
ocmatmotioaL  aAd  reaaoniiig,  therefore,  oftpoaed 
to  the  ri^ta  of  the  Honae,  wonld  evideDuy  de- 
feftt  an  imniMitial  provialoD  of  the  eoutitnlion. 

The  cooalitiiUchi  of  the  United  BUtee  la  a 
eonatitDtion  of  limitftUona  and  cheoka.  The 
powera  given  np  by  the  people  for  the  pnrpoaea 
of  Oovernment,  had  Iteen  divided  into  two  great 
olaaeea.  Oneof  tbcae  formed  the  State  Qovem- 
mente;  the  other,  the 'Fedwal  Government. 
Tbe  powers  of  the  Qovemment  had  been  fur- 
ther dividad  into  three  great  departments ;  and 
ti»*  liOgialatiTe  depMUunt  tf^ia   nbdivided 


into  two  independent  branobea,  Aronnd  each 
of  these  portiiHis  of  ^wer  were  ae«i  also  excc^ 
tioDs  and  qnalificationa,  ae  addilaooal  gnarda 
againat  the  ahosee  to  which  power  ia  liable. 
With  a  view  to  this  policy  of  the  oonstitntion, 
it  ooold  net  be  unreaaonatda,  if  the  oUnaea 
under  disooarion  were  thooght  oonbtftU,  to  leu 
towarda  a  cwatmctjon  that  would  limit  and 
control  the  Treatj'^naking  power,  nttber  than 
towarda  one  that  would  mai»  it  onudpotent. 

He  cane  next  to  the  fifth  ocnetnietion,  which 
left  with  tbe  PUBiDKHT  and  Benale  the  power  (tf 
making  Trealiee,  bnt  reqnired  at  the  lauie  lime 
the  Le^alative  iftnctioii  and  co-operation,  in 
thoae  oaaea  where  the  eooaiitntiim  had  giveo 
expreaa  and  q>ecifie  powen  to  the  Legjalatara^ 
It  was  to  be  pieaamed,  that  in  all  sDoh  oaaea  tbe 
La^atnre  would  exercise  ita  authority  wiOi 
disore&m,  allowlug  doe  wdght  to  the  reaaons 
whioh  led  to  the  Treatv,  and  to  tbe  drcamatan- 
eea  of  the  edatenoe  of  the  Treaty.  Still,  bow< 
ever,  this  House,  in  its  Legislative  c^adty, 
muat  azerdae  ita  reason:  it  mnet  deliberate; 
tat  deliberation  is  imfdied  In  ienlation.  If  it 
muat  carry  all  Treatiea  into  efnet,  it  would  no 
longer  ezerc»Be  a  Le^alstivB  power ;  it  would 
be  ttie  mere  inatranteat  of  the  wiH  of  another 
department,  and  would  have  no  will  of  its  own- 
Where  Qie  oonatjtation  ocmtwna  a  apeciSo  and 
perempt4MT  li^onotiiHi  on  Oongreaa  to  do  a  par> 
ticnlar  act,  Oongreaa  muat,  of  course,  do  the  act, 
because  the  conatitnticm,  whioh  ia  paramount 
over  all  the  departments,  has  ezpreeely  taken 
away  the  Legislative  diaoredon  of  Oongresa, 
The  case  ia  eaaenlially  different  where  the  act 
of  one  depertment  <^  Goveniment  interferea 
with  a  power  ezpre»ily  veated  in  another,  and 
nowhere  expresslj  taken  away :  here  tbe  latter 
power  most  tMezerciaed  aooordingtoitsnatore; 
and  if  it  be  a  Legislative  powei^  it  most  t>e  ezar- 
oised  with  that  aeliiyeration  and  discretion  whioh 
la  eesentiBl  to  the  notnre  of  Legislative  power. 

Mr.  W.  Bmith  (of  South  OaroUna)  aaid,  be 
would  not  at  that  time  go  into  an  eitenuve  re- 
view of  the  armaments  of  the  gentleman  ttcan 
Yirgiuia,  (Ur.  Uasisoit,)  but  would  only  notjoe 
some  points  whioh  he  had  dwelt  on.  Before  he 
went  mto  a  consideration  of  the  anttject,  he 
woold  call  tlte  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  true  qoeation  now  befbre  them ;  for  thouf^ 
it  waa  on^ially  «ily  a  call  for  papen,  it  had 
now  aaemned  a  very  important  anape,  and  waa 
nothing  kaa  than  Hub,  Whether  that  House  had 


nt  power  with  the  I  __ 
making  Treatlea  t  The  gentleman 
lut  up  bad  followed  others  in  re&rring  to  the 
IH-aetioe  noder  tbe  British  ocmstitution ;  bat  had 
concluded  hia  remarka  on  that  argument  with 
allowing,  that,  after  bU,  our  own  conBtitntion 
must  be  our  sole  guide.  He  heartily  ioined  in 
that  sentiment,  and  wat  satiafled  that  the  merits 
of  the  qoeation  should  be  tested  by  that  alone. 
In  order  to  show  that  the  Treaty  power  was 
solely  delegated  to  the  PnaaiDENT  and  Senate 
by  ue  constitution,  Ur.  8.  s^d,  be  ahonid  not 
confine  hima^  to  a  mere  recital  of  th*  wonli% 
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Int  be  ahonid  tq>p«al  to  the  general  seme  of  the 
whole  DAtion  &t  the  time  the  oonatUulioii  was 
formed,  before  any  Treaty  wm  nude  noder  It, 
which  could,  by  ezcitiag  pasMon  and  disoon- 
tont,  warp  the  nilnd  from  &  jnit  and  natoril 
oonstraction  of  the  oooetitntloa.  By  referring 
to  the  coDtempomeoDB  eipoettiiHW  of  that 
InBtrnment,  when  the  Huhjeot  was  viewed  only 
in  relation  to  the  abstract  power,  and  not  to  s 
partionlnr  Treaty,  we  Bhonld  cwne  at  the  troth. 
He  would  then  oonfldoDtly  appeal  to  tbe  opln- 
iona  of  tboM  who,  when  the  oongtitation  waa 
pTomnlgated,  were  alarmed  at  tbe  Treaty  power, 
becftuae  it  waa  by  the  otmstitntion  Tesl»d  in  the 
pRninnrr  and  Benate,  and  to  ita  adToeatea, 
who  vindicated  it  by  proving  that  the  power 
was  safely  deposited  with  these  branches  of  the 
OovemnienL  The  disoantona  which  took  place 
■t  the  time  of  ilB  adoption  by  the  Convention 
of  tbe  aevcral  States,  proved,  beyond  a  danbt. 
that  the  fiill  extent  of  the  power  was  then  well 
nndentood,  and  (bought,  by  thoee  who  approv- 
ed of  the  conatitutioD,  to  be  anfflciently  giuu^ed. 
He  woald  fhrtber  appeal  to  the  atnendmenta 
which  had  been  propoeed  by  tbe  discontented. 
The  Conventiun  of  ViT^Qia  had  proposed  an 
amendment,  which  of  itaelf  overturned  all  the 
reasonings  of  the  gentleman.  It  waa,  "  that  no 
oommerRJal  Treaty  ahonid  be  valid,  nnleai  rati- 
fied by  two-thirds  of  all  the  Senatore."  This 
waa  (he  only  cbeck  which  that  State  required, 
and  was  a  eonoluuve  evidence  of  their  opinioDs : 
had  tliat  State  conceived  that  the  chech  which 
is  now  contended  for  existed  intbeooostltntton, 
tbey  coald  not  have  been  guilty  of  anch  an  ab- 
enrdlty  as  the  amendment  would  involve.  AH 
the  possible  dangers  which  might  ensne  ftom 
tbe  unlimited  nature  of  the  Treaty  power  were 
well  conaidered  before  the  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed, and  Virginia  required  no  ftirther  check  than 
tbe  one  above  recited.  All,  therefore,  that  they 
required  had,  in  the  present  case,  l>een  done, 
fcr  the  Treaty  waa  ratified  by  two-thirda  of  all 
the  Senators. 

Ur.  S.  «dd^  he  ooold  refsr  to  many  ftirtber 
prooft  derived  from  a  similar  eonroe.  He  wonld 
not,  however,  Jaligne  the  committee  at  this 
time  with  reading  them.  He  wonld  only  recall 
the  reoollection  of  some  gentlemen  present  to 
tbe  protest  of  the  Pennsylvania  minority,  where 
the  same  ideas  and  amendments  were  contained, 
and  to  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  at  Harris- 
burg,  which  the  genUoman  from  Penn^tvania 
(Ur.  Gallatin)  mnst  well  rememlier,  (having 
been  one  of  the  meeting.)  where,  after  atatlne 
objectiona  to  the  extensive  powers  delegated 
by  the  conBtltntion,  the  following  amendment 
waa  proposed,  as  necessary  to  limit  and  restrain 
the  powers :  "  Provided  always,  that  no  Treaty 
which  shall  herea^er  be  made,  ahall  be  deemed 
or  eonatmed  to  altar  or  affect  any  law  of  the 
United  Slatea,  or  of  any  particnlar  State,  until 
such  Treaty  shall  have  been  laid  before  and 
assented  to  by  the  Honse  of  Representatives  in 
Congress.''  This  amendment  was  the  most  sa- 
tirikitorj  evidence  that  the  propoeen  of  it  did 
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then  believe  that,  witliont  that  aanendnort, 
each  Treaty  would  be  valid  and  bindiiig,  tl- 
thoosh  not  Msented  to  by  this  Honm,  and  ihtt 
they  had,  at  that  day,  no  idea  that  tibereexiatad 
in  tiie  constitDtJon  tbe  cbeck  which  is  now  &• 
covered  by  this  wtpMt/act«  eonstmctionL 

Having  stated  the  general  opinioa  of  tb«  pvb- 
Kq,  ta  manifested  by  the  (Hends  aa  w«Il  as  As 
enemiee  of  the  eonatitiition,  Vr.  B.  aUd  be  wod 
proceed  to  draw  Uiat  the  praotioe  of  Oanpna 
nad,  tmta  the  oommatcemeat  of  ita  «ziBteaee, 
been  oonfwmaUe  to  that  0[HBi(Mi.  SevKal 
Treaties  had  been  eoadndad  with  Indian  tribes 
under  tbe  preeMit  oonstitntlon.  These  TreUiM 
embraced  all  the  points  which  w«re  bow  made 
a  sntjJecFt  of  oonteet^-aetticoDent  of  bonndaiie^ 


Cla  of  money,  Ac.;  when  rat^Bed  hr  tbe 
iDXKT  and  Senate,  they  had  beeoprooUm- 
ed  by  the  Executive  aa  the  law  of  tbe  laadj 


they  had  not  even  beeai  c 

Honse;  but  the'Hoase^    oonrfderiog'  tben  •■ 

laws,  had  made  &e  appn^irlatiODa  tm  j--— 


the  reqnlttte  anmi^  ae  reported  in  tb«  aiaaal 
estimates,  wen  iBchuM,  as  mattcn  of  eomse, 
in  tbe  general  mass  of  moneya  Toted  for  dw 
War  EatabHshnMBt  in  the  item  oflndiaa  Dapart- 
ment  It  waa  not  pT«teadftd  that  the  oMiitita- 
tlon  made  any  dtetinotion  between  l>«etiea  with 
foreign  nationa  and  IntUan  tribea ;  and  tbe  daosa 
of  tiie  oonrttotion  which  gives  to  Oongrcss  the 
power  of  regnlattns  oomiiMree  witb  foreiga 
nations,  and  on  which  the  modem  doctriDe  is 
founded,  Indndea  aa  well  Indian  tribee  aa  ftmign 
nations. 

That  this  Honse  oondderad  a  Treaty,  when 
ratified  by  the  PamBxin  and  Seoate,  m  tbe 
law  of  the  land,  waa  farther  evident  from  a 
remlve  of  the  House,  of  tfae4th  of  Jime,  lltO,  is 
these  words: 

"  Smtlmtd,  That  ill  Treaties  mads,  or  which  ibaD 
ba  mode  ud  pnimalged  nndsr  Ika  aolfaoci^  et  Ifae 
United  States,  (ball  Iron  tinn  to  time  be  pahliihal 
■od  ■lutczed  to  iJieii  oode  of  law^  by  the  Secntuy 
oT State.' 

In  consequence  of  this  reeolatioii,  tb«  eevenl 
Secretaries  of  State  had  annexed  tbe  Tr««tiw 
^lich  had  been  made  to  the  code  of  laws,  aa 
soon  as  they  were  ratified  by  tbe  Pannnxr 
and  Senate,  and  promolged  by  the  PHBsamRi 

Ur.  S.  repeated  lus  tbrmer  aasMtioii,  that 
there  were  easee  where  that  Honw  had  iMit 
the  right  of  withholding  appropiiationa;  if 
they  had  the  power,  indeed,  they  might  stop 
the  proceedings  of  Govemment  altogether ; 
and  so,  indivicmals  had  the  powo:  i^  reasting 
the  laws.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that  if  this  doe- 
trine  prevailed,  the  House  would  lose  its  oapa- 
"-  of  Judging.  He  denied  it;  tbey  woold 
retain,  in  soch  oases,  a  discratuxi,  guided 
by  morality,  good  faith,  and  the  oonstitnlMO ; 
the  members  were  as  much  bound  by  the  laws  in 
their  L^iislative,  as  in  thajr  Indtridiul  c^mcs^; 
If  an  existing  law  [or  Treaty,  wbkfa  was  a  law 
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of  tbe  higbert  hMqk)  prcsoribed  ft  oertoiii  dnty, 
Uiey  were  bonnd  to  perfbnD  it,  and  tbedr  disore- 
tion  oonld  only  be  «allad  in  to  regnlate  tbe  mode 
and  drcDiDstancee  of  diBoharBing  that  dnt; ;  it 
oovld  not  ba  a  matter  of  discretiofi  whether  or 
not  tbe;  ehoold  perform  that  datj.  Tboa,  nn- 
less  ■  they  Intended  to  arrest  the  operatioiis  of 
Government,  their  discretion  oonjd  not  be  re- 
qnUdte  to  determine  whether  the;  ebonld  ap- 
propriate the  moneys  nooeaswy  fiir  its  support ; 
DDt  OQt  of  what  Au)d,  and  when  the  moneys 
sball  be  P^d,  and  other  matters  of  detaiL  Bo, 
when  a  Treaty  was  oonoladed,  and  beoame  a 
compact  binding  the  nation,  the  diaoretion  of 
the  HoQse  (nnleea  it  was  iotended  to  violate 
our  iluth)  could  not  detennine  whether  the 
moneys  contracted  for  shonld  be  paid,  bnt  the 
mode,  the  fund,  and  such  qaestions  of  detail, 
woald  aJone  be  conBtdered.    The  distinction. 


bttd  certainly  the  power  to  do  many  things 
-which  they  had  not  the  right  to  do ;  they  had 
the  power  to  do  wrong,  bat  they  oertdnly  bad 
act  tlia  ri|^t  to  do  wrong;  and  whether  the 
Trrong  was  oommitted  by  acting  where  they 
OQght  not  to  aet,  or  refasii^  to  aot  where  they 
ongbt,  was  immaterial ;  both  were  equally  repre* 
hensible.  It  had  been  boldly  saii^  that  there 
was  no  case  which  oould  possibly  come  before 
them,  where  the;  would  not  be  at  liberty  to 
ftnawer  aye  or  no :  he  woidd  produce  a  oaee — 
by  the  constitntion,  on  the  application  of  a  oer- 
tain  number  of  States,  wishing  for  amendments, 
OongreM  must  call  a  Convention ;  where  is  this 
bowled  diacratdon,  of  wluch  so  much  has  been 
■aid  1  Conld  the  Honse,  In  this  case,  exercise 
ita  disorelion,  whether  or  no  a  Ocmrention 
ihcnld  be  oaUed?  Why  not)  Becanse  the 
eonatitalion  says  it  most  call  a  OouvenUon :  and 
does  not  the  oonstitatioD  say,  "  Treaties  made 
by  the  Pbibidbrt  and  Senate  are  laws,  and  that 
lawa  mart  be  obeyed ) "  The  sune  i^jonctioDS 
ttftheoonstitotioa  are  impoeedin  both  oases;  and 
H  in  tbe  flnt  all  this  Hoose  oould  do,  would  be 
to  regulate  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
OonTention;  so,  in  the  latter,  their  discretion 
vould  be  limited  to  the  mode,  and  fund,  and 
oth^  details.  The  gentleman  had  mentioned 
the  article  in  the  oonstjtution  respecting  appro- 
iiiiadona  for  military  servicee— they  were  to  be 
limited  to  two  years ;  this  artlole  proved  itself 
that  appropriations  might  be  unlimited  in  every 
other  oase.  When  a  Uilitory  Establishment 
was  instituted,  it  was  known  that  an  iq)proraia' 
tion  law  for  that  purpose  could  not  be  in  feroe 
more  than  two  years ;  no  inoonvenienoe,  then, 
oonld  result.  Bot  there  was  no  such  limitation 
In  reqiect  to  any  other  branch  of  expenditure ; 
from  custom,  appropriations  for  the  snpport  of 
Govamment  were  annual ;  appropriadons  even 
for  pmsiwis  were  wmool,  and  yet  no  one  doubt- 
ed that,  as  the  |>enmon  was  a  oontraot,  the  Ap- 
pvpriatioD  for  it  was  always  a  thing  of  coarse ; 
no  discretion  conld  be  exercised,  in  respect  to 
tbe  payment,  without  a,  toeaob  of  fiiOi. 


Uabob  11. — In  Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole) 
cm  "Mi.  Lrmroarov's  resolution. 

lb.  Gii.Es  said,  he  expected,  when  the  pre- 
sent motion  was  made,  that  it  would  not  be 
opposed.  The  expected  agency  of  the  House 
reepecting  tbe  Treaty,  or  some  subjects  relating 
to  it,  made  him  imagine  that  the  propriety  of 
having  tbe  papers  cidled  for  could  not  be  de- 
nied. The  Treaty  has  been  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  surely  in  order  to  aot  on 
it  in  some  shape  or  other.  Indeed,  the  PuBBl- 
DKitT,  in  his  Speech,  at  tbe  opening  of  tbe  ses- 
sion, expressly  says,  that  he  will  lay  the  subject 
before  them.  This  be  oonMdered  as  ftill  evi- 
dence, that  the  PsiBiDBNT  conceived  it  mnet 
oome  under  the  notice  of  the  House.  If  the 
pliers  conld  serve  to  explain  any  point  relative 
to  that  instrument,  surely  the  paesesslon  of 
them  was  denrable. 

The  right  of  the  Eonse  to  oonuder  of  the 
expediency  of  Treaties,  so  far  as  the  proviuone 
of  them  clash  with  tbdr  spedfio  powers,  had 
been  indirectly  l>rought  in  in  considering  tbe 
present  motion.  He  regretted  that  this  impor- 
tant constitntionBl  question  should  be  about  to 
be  decided  indirectly ;  hut,  this  being  the  situa- 
tion of  the  debate,  he  shonld  state  his  reasona 
why  he  oonoedved  the  argument  on  this  ground 
ought  not  to  be  oonsdered  as  of  sufficient 
strength  toconseancgative  of  the  motion  before 
the  committee. 

The  question  is,  whether  there  be  any  provl> 
sions  iu  the  constitution  by  which  this  House 
can  in  any  oase  check  the  Treaty-makingpower; 
and,  of  consequence,  whether  it  can  questioo 
the  merits  of  Treatiee  under  any  circumstances  t 

Various  oonuderatdons  had  been  advanced  to 
show  that  the  Honse  cannot  question  the  merits 
of  a  Treaty.  Borne  of  theee  considerations  had 
grown  out  of  the  subject  eitrinaoaliy,  others 
from  the  proviuons  of  Uie  conslitntion.  Though 
at  first  he  had  intended  to  have  stated  amply 
his  own  opinion  of  the  constitntioD  oa  the  im- 
portant qnestitm  uow  in  view,  jet,  as  gentlemen 
hod  gone  fiilly  into  the  question  in  that  shape, 
and  othen  hod  stated  a  variety  of  ot^tions  to 
the  oODSbnotioQ  the  friends  of  the  motion  con- 
tended for,  he  should  proceed  to  answer  them, 
and  suffer  his  c^inion  of  the  meaning  of  the 
constitutioa  to  be  incidental. 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  had  re- 
ferred to  the  opinions  of  the  OonTentions  of  the 
States  at  the  time  of  adop^g  the  constitution. 
As  to  Vii^inia,  the  ^ntteman  had  staled  that 
that  Slate  had  consdered  the  checks  as  pro- 
vided by  the  c<»istitution  as  inadequate,  and 
proposed  an  amendment,  pnrpcoliDg  to  require 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators, 
instead  of  two^thlrda  of  the  number  present. 
This  was  true,  he  beUeved ;  but  how  would  it 
apply  in  the  sense  the  gentleman  wished  ?  Tbe 
objection  of  that  Stale  was,  that  the  check  in 
the  Soiate,  provided  in  the  Treaty-making 
power,  was  not  soffloient,  and  they  proposed  a 
greater :  from  whidi  he  would  orgoe  that  tboy 
oonoeived  the  Treaty-making  power  to  be  a 
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alied  addidoiul  olieaka  ooMequently  added. 
How  thid  WM  to  jwove  that  tb»  OtMiventioii  of 
VirgiDui  did  not  ooMtnie  the  iMWWt  clansea  of 
the  ooDBtitntion  mtder  debate  as  the  frleoda  of 
the  preeeot  motion  did,  he  was  at  a  loaa  to  de- 
termine. The  gentleman  who  oit«d  thU  in- 
■tanoe  bad  not  quoted  an;  part  of  the  prooeediog 
on  the  Buljeot,  or  of  the  raaioDi  that  led  to  the 
amendment.  He  had  merely  mentioaed  the  re- 
mit to  the  House. 

The  practiM  <rf  Qie  Hcnse  had  been  refbrred 
to  Teeterda;  b;  the  member  lait  Qp,  Ofr>  Smith, 
of  Sontb  Oart^na.)  He  had  remarked  that  the 
Booae  bad  passed  a  ^er^  resolution  directing 
the  Olerk  to  plaoe  m  the  oode  c^  lawa  of  the 
Cmted  Sutee  Ttealiee  made  under  the  aothorl- 
tjr  of  the  United  Stat«a.  Was  thii,  he  aiked, 
an  eiposiljon  of  the  meaning  of  the  oooititn- 
tioD  t     He  believed  the  resalatlon  a  very  pro- 

Pr  one,  and  woold  vote  now  for  its  adi^on,  if 
waa  yet  t«  be  passed.  It  i«  certainty  proper, 
when  a  Treaty  is  oooclnded  onder  the  anthority 
of  the  United  Slatee,  that  it  should  be  annexed  to 
their  code  of  laws ;  bnt  this  could  not  weigh 
againat  ^e  exeroiM  of  diHcretion  in  tiie  Houee 
on  important  Legidative  fobJi^tB. 
The  practloe  of  the  House,  with  respect  to 

aipropriation  laws,  in  tlie  cases  of  Indian  Trea- 
Be,  had  been  mentioned  by  the  member  from 
Booth  Carolina.  In  the  first  plaoe,  obaerving 
upon  this,  he  would  remark,  that  he  always 
oeived  there  waa  s  distinction  between  ar 
diao  Treaty  and  a  Treaty  with  a  foreign  nal 
The  English  had  atways  nude  a  diitinction 
when  we  were  Colonies.  The  ooostitntion 
eetabliahea  an  express  dlflbrence.  He  should 
not,  howeTer,  fonnd  his  objections  to  the  infer- 
enoe  of  tiie  gMitleman  npon  this,  but  would 
examine  it  nnoonnected  with  this  distinction. 
ProTJaions  had  been  made  by  this  HoQse  to  carry 
Indian  Treaties  into  effect;  but  whyl  t' 
doubt  because  the  Hoose  cmioeiTed  it  wise 
to  do,  not  because  they  had  not  a  right  to  u 
their  discretion  in  the  badness.  Suppose,  i 
any  of  tboae  oocarioDS,  a  motion  had  been  made 
to  strike  ont  the  som  propoeed  to  be  appropri' 
ated,  would  it  have  been  said  that  the  motion 
was  oDt  of  order  f  A  similar  motion  waa  made 
lately  with  respect  to  the  Mint,  and  it  was  not 
oonsidered  as  out  of  order,  I^  on  Uiat  ooca- 
sion,  it  had  boea  the  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  Mint  waa  an  improper  establialitnent, 
by  refusing  the  appropriation  they  coold  have 
defeated  the  law.  It  was  certainly  theopinion  ot 
the  Houw  that  tl ley  could  exercise  tbeirdiscre- 
tion  in  the  busine«,  tor  it  waa  not  even  hinted 
that  the  znotion  for  strikiug  out  was  out  of  order. 
On  nnuther  head  the  gentteman  ^>peared  to 
plume  liimself  maoh.  He  had  asked,  why,  since 
the  pBEunBire  had  produmed  a  Treaty  as  the 
law  of  ihe  land,  wtiioh  was  not  the  law  of  the 
land,  why  he  was  not  impeached  )  This  < 
tion,  tlie  member  exaltingly  remarked,  ha< 
been  answered,  liecaase,  he  imagined,  it  ountd 
not  bo  answered. 


Sappose  I  sbonM  tell  the  geotleman,  aaid  Mr. 
..,  that  I  oonld  not  no^  mn  hbn  an  aBcirs, 
woidd  it  show  that  the  Hoose  had  not  Ike 
antbority  ocmtHided  fbr  by  tb«  frimds  at  tke 
present  inottMi?  Why  waa  the  snbject  on- 
tioned  t  Not  with  a  view,  I  believe,  to  the  &• 
ooTery  of  the  tmth.  I  fe&r  it  ia  calcniaied  te 
prodnce  an  opposite  efleet — to  dieok  inTeetiga- 
tion.  It  b  too  often  the  case  tliat  the  name*  «f 
persons  are  brongfat  into  view,  not  to  panmete 
the  development  of  principles,  bnt  aa  hsviH 
a  tendency  to  dertroy  freedotn  at  inqauy.  I 
will  go  farther  with  the  gendeman,  and  adnt 
for  a  moment  (a  poeititm,  however,  I  ^isU  by  mi 


that  hi 

flcatJona,  to  promulgate  the  Treaty  aa  te 
Mipreme  law  of  the  land;  what  wonld  tUi 
amount  to  t  Why,  only  that  this  was  Ui 
(pinion  ;  but  is  tliat  anUiority  here  t  In  aa; 
other  case  racier  than  the  present,  I  ehonld  bs 
inctined  to  pay  a  greater  respect  to  ophiiae* 
from  that  source ;  bnt  now,  when  the  qnestia 
is  about  the  dividon  of  powers  between  two 
departments,  are  we  to  be  told  of  the  i^iiniiH 
of  one  of  those  departmenta,  to  show  that  tla 
other  has  no  right  to  tbe  exercise  of  power  ti 
the  naae.  Snch  appeals  are  not  oalonlatad  to 
convince,  bat  to  alarm. 

Having  examined  the  olyections  to  tbe  en- 
struction  contended  for  by  the  fHenda  ot  thi 
motion,  drawn  f^om  collateral  sonroea,  he  sboald 
turn  his  attention  next,  he  iiaid,  to  tbe  intriniia 
meaning  of  tbe  constitntion.  He  vonU  at- 
tempt to  interpret  the  oun»titntlan  from  tti 
words  of  it.  It  was  a  mi^rtnne  tbe  dsnaca 
were  not  more  clear  and  explicit,  so  Car  as  ta 
force  the  same  meaning  npon  every  taiind,  how- 
ever they  might  differ  In  opinion  ki  od(« 
respects.  However,  from  the  imperfection  of 
language,  it  was  no  wonder,  be  observied  that 
on  an  instniment  providing  for  so  many  dTffii<- 
ent  objects,  and  providing  such  a  variety  of 
checks,  varions  opinions  aa  to  onnHtmctioa 
should  arise ;  but  he  considered  tfae  preset 
clanses  of  as  plain  Import  as  any  part  of  th> 
instrnment.  The  constmctiou  contended  ftr 
by  the  opposers  of  the  motion  is,  beyoad  dmid, 
the  most  dangwons  in  its  effects,  and  As 
least  probable,  as  he  thoaght,  in  its  meaung^ 
It  is  contended  by  them  that  the  TrAaty-makiif 
power  is  undefined  in  its  uatnre,  unlimited  ■ 
to  its  objects,  and  supreme  m  its  operarian; 
that  the  Treaty-making  power  eQ)braoe$!  bO  the 
Legislative  powers;  operates  by  c<wtrolli7ig al 
other  antborltiee,  and  that  it  is  tin<4>ecled 
When  be  bad  asserted  this  power,  as  oontcnM 
by  the  gentlemen  to  be  miliaited  in  its  objert^ 
he  meant,  howevo-,  that  they  had  mmfincd  it 
only  within  the  Kmits  of  the  coostimtion  ;  tint 
even  admitting  h  in  that  extent,  is  certainly  a 
doctrine  snfiiciently  alarming.  Whtn  thegn- 
tWnen  contend  for  Its  supremacy,  they  the 
admit  In  this  point  some  qoalitlcatioas ;  aee^ 
ing  to  their  doetrine,  It  is  not  to  be  snpretae 
over  the  head  of  tbe  t — ^-=-  ■-—  =-    -  - 
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itlier  reject  ihej  txmteaA  that  it  shall  be 
iDlimlted,  Hapreme,  undefined.  0«Dtleman 
who  insist  that  Tr^Kies  are  supreme,  nest  to 
tie  constitution,  most  also  grant  that  there  a 
M>  neoeni^  for  the  Eonse  to  trouble  Aem- 
lelves  with  making  laws. 

Tbe  oooetrnotioB  contended  fbr  by  the  friends 
i  the  resolution  is  derived  from  two  sonroee — 
h>in  the  oonsdtation,  (nd  the  nature  of  thinsB. 
rhe  constitution  sajs,  the  PnBsiiiKirT,  with  uie 
idvioe  and  ooiuent  of  twu-thirds  of  the  8an(t- 
cm  preBBBt,  shall  make  Treaties.  Perhun,  if 
here  was  no  other  claiue,  the  Treaty-mafajng 
www  might  be  considered  Aaimllinited.  Auo- 
lier  cl&Qse  decUree  tiiat  the  oonstttntion,  the 
•ws  made  ouder  it,  and  Treades,  shall  be  the 
npreme  law  of  tbe  land.  Here  the  gentlemen, 
vhen  they  quote  this  olanse,  stop,  as  if  there 
vers  no  other  words  in  it ;  and  from  all  this  it 
vonld  appear  that  the  people  bad,  in  fact,  de- 
egated  an  uBoheoked  power.  But,  If  we  go  on, 
t  will  be  fonnd  that  the  liatr-mentioned  clause 
idds  that  the  Judges  in  the  re^^ective  States 
liall  oaose  them  to  be  ezecnted,  anj  thing  in 
tie  oonatltntion  or  laws  of  the  individual  6tBt«« 
o  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  From  the 
eahmsy  which  iodlridnal  States  showed  under 
he  Old  Oonfederation  for  the  preeerration  of 
heir  powers,  and  the  inconveniences  which 
were  experienced  in  consequence,  it  was  found 
teoesaarj,  whai  organizing  a  new  Government, 
o  declve,  explicitly,  that  their  constitutions 
md  laws  mnst  yield  to  the  Gtiutitutitm,  laat 
md  TreatiM  of  the  United  States,  and  for  this 
Kirpoae  this  clause  was  introdnoed. 

The  checks  on  the  Treaty-making  power  be 
WDsidered  as  divisible  into  two  classes ;  the  first, 
x>nslstB  in  tbe  neoeaeary  concnrrence  of  tbe 
loose  to  give  efficacy  to  Treaties  ;  which  con- 
mrent  power  tbey  derive  from  the  enuinera- 
ion  of  tne  Legislative  powers  of  the  House. 
Wbem  the  Treaty-m^ing  power  is  exercised, 
t  most  be  under  the  reservation,  that  its  pro- 
riuoos,  eo&r  as  tbey  icterfere  with  the  specified 
lowers  delegatedto  Congress,  must  be  so  far  suIh 
oitted  to  the  discretion  of  that  dopartment  of  the 
Government,  The  PBmniHT  and  Senate,  by  the 
lonstinition,  have  the  powerof  making  Treaties, 
>>ngTeas  the  power  of  regulating  commerce, 
'ainng  armies,  &c. ;  and  these,  be  contended, 
■nst  fqnn  so  many  exceptions  to  the  general 
lower.  Gentlemen  bad  said  that  the  oonstitu- 
ion  was  the  exposition  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
md,  as  such,  that  they  wonld  obey  its  injunc- 
ions.  There  conld  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
m  thii  ground ;  for  his  own  port,  he  ooiifessod 
t  he  adored  any  thing  on  earth,  It  is  that  wilt, 
9iit  the  question  is,  what  Is  that  wilt,  ss  ex- 
iressed  in  tbe  consiitntiont  That  instrument, 
lo  hia  mind,  explained  this  queaticm  very  clear- 

S'.  It  ennmerates  certain  powers  which  it 
eelarea  snecifically  vested  ki  Congress ;  and 
nrbere  is  the  danger  to  be  ^prebended  from 
the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  friends  of  tbe 
reaolctiouT  The  contrary  construction  most 
prodnoe  the    most   peruioions  oouaequences 


agreeably  to  that,  there  would  rem^  no  check 
over  the  most  unlimited  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  gentlemen  contend,  that  the  House 
mnst  remain  silent  spectatorsintheboEineBBof  « 
Treaty,  and  that  they  hare  no  right  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  opinion  in  tlie  matter  ;  they  must 
then  abandon  their  constitutional  right  of  la^B> 
lation;  they  mnst  abandon  the  oonatttution  and 
cling  to  Treaties  as  snpreme. 

The  other  check  over  the  Treaty-making  pow- 
er, he  noticed,  was  tbe  power  of  making  appro- 
priations, the  exercise  of  which  is  specifioallv 
vested  in  Oongtess,  He  begged  leave  to  caU 
the  particnlar  attention  of  the  committee  to  this 
part  of  the  subject.  The  constitution  says,  tiiat 
no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury, 
but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law.  This  IS  no  doubt  intended  as  a  check  in 
addition  Xa  those  poaseased  by  the  House.  It  la 
meant  to  enable  the  Hoose,  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  other  branches,  to  check,  by  re- 
ftising  money,  any  mischief  in  the  operations 
carryug  on  in  any  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  what  is  a  law  t  It  Is  a  rule  pr»> 
scribed  by  competent  authority.  The  word  taw 
in  the  clause  of  the  constitution  he  had  taat 
noticed,  was  not  meant  in  reference  to  tbe 
Treaty-making  power ;  but  in  reference  to  Con- 
gress. A  taw  prescribes  a  rule  of  conduct ;  it 
IS  the  expression  of  the  will  of  the  proper  auui&- 
rity ;  it  is  the  result  of  discretion.  Legislation 
implies  deliberation.  If  a  taw  U  the  expres^iion 
of  the  will,  mnst  not  an  appropriation  law  bo 
equally  so!  But  gentlemen  bad  found  out  a 
new-fashioned  exposition  of  the  word  discretion, 
and,  according  to  their  definition  in  fact,  it  waa 
no  discretion  at  all.  They  had  mentioned  a 
part  of  the  constitution  which  provides  that  the 
salaries  of  the  Judicial  Department  shall  be  fiied; 
and  asked,  whether  the  Honse  should  conceive 
itself  at  liberty  to  use  a  discretion  in  appropria- 
tions for  that  department  ?  Before  be  could 
consider  this  case,  and  that  before  the  Houbcl 
now  parallel,  he  must  beg  gentlemen  would 
point  ont  any  part  of  the  constitution  that  de- 
clared the  Hoose  should  not  exercise  their  dis- 
cretion when  called  upon  to  make  appropriationa 
to  carry  into  effect  a  Treaty.  He  could  find  no- 
where, that,  in  this  case,  the  right  of  opinion  of 
the  House  is  constrained. 

The  uniform  practice  of  tbe  British  Govern- 
ment had  been  cited  to  have  been,  in  tlie  case  of 
Treaties,  the  same  as  that  contended  for  by  tb« 
friends  of  the  present  motion.  The  greatest 
security  for  tiie  liberties  of  tlie  people  estab- 
lished in  that  Government,  depends  on  the  con- 
trol which  their  Parliament  has  over  the  piirse- 
stfings.  In  England,  this  power  rests  merely 
on  cnstom ;  here,  the  House  are  expre^'sty  in- 
trusted with  it ;  what  is  custom  in  England,  is 
reduced  to  writing  in  our  constitution.  TtieQ, 
if  this  power  is  in  England  a  gr.iund  for  Parlia- 
ment tojndge  of  Treaties,  itisafuir  inference  tliat 
it  ought  to  be  exercised  here.  The  pmeticc  irf 
the  British  Goveroinent,  he  observed,  had  often 
been  qnotfid  here,  in  support  of  docU-hiee  very 
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dlRbreot  tenia  thoae  in  aid  of  irbich  it  is  now 
dted;  It  has  been  deemed  ortbodoi  wbea  it 
fiivoreil  Ezecatire  prerogatiTs.  He  oonfeiied, 
he  never  did  expect  that,  m  eu-t;  a»  1T8S,  a  r»- 
fareDM  wonld  he  nude  to  prscticet,  andar  the 
British  Government,  in  SDpport  at  the  lightt  of 
tite  popular  branch  of  our  GoTemment.  It  wu 
painfol  to  be  obliged  to  have  reaort  to  titM  Gov- 
ernment un  sach  an  occasion ;  but  the  autho- 
rity of  that  Government  should  not  be  r^ect«d 
for  once,  beosDM  ila  practloe  ooold  be  qnot«d  in 
&vor  of  tbepopolar branch.  Thegroundof  the 
practice  in  England,  and  of  tlie  rigbt  claimed 
Iiere,  reats  uptKi  the  sonnd  ■"■^'",  that  all  pub- 
lic money  Is  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  and 
that  it  ihould  be  expended  by  nooe  but  their 
Bepresentativei.  No  majdm  bad  beea  more  in- 
gtruuiental  than  tltia,lnpreeerTins  theremnanta 
air  British  freedom ;  and  thna  early  is  tb«  House 
called  npoo  to  abandon  it  here. 

Treaties  are  oont«aded  to  be  panmonnt  to 
tibe  laws;  the  Pbebiosxt  and  Senate  raake 
these  Treaties,  and  when  made  and  proclaimed 
■s  the  supreme  \aw,  there  is  a  predestinated  ne- 
cessity in  the  Honse  to  make  the  requinte  pro- 
visioDB  for  oanrlng  tbem  into  effect  The 
danger  of  this  doctiinc^  he  said,  could  not  be 
better  exemplified,  than  by  a  reference  to  the 
drcumitanoee  that  attended  the  late  Treaty  in 
its  progress.  Three  yeais  ago,  a  difference  took 
place  between  the  diSerent  branches  of  Govern- 
ment, as  to  the  policy  that  should  obtain  in  re- 
ference to  the  oondnot  of  one  foreign  nation. 
The  House  were  unwilling  to  trust  solely  to 


tion.  With  thia  view  several 
proposed,  viz:  commercial  reatrictious,  non- 
unprortation,  embargo,  sequestration,  or  ntber 
arrestutiou  upon  the  gronnd  of  the  itattu  quo. 
One  of  the  measoree  oaaeed  the  House  b^  a  re- 
Bpeotable  majority,  out  was  r^eoted  in  the 
TCuate  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vioa  Psesi- 
DBHT.  The  Pk«dbbt  appointed  an  Envoy 
Extraordinanr,  n-bo  entered  into  certain  atipn- 
latioo^  ThicELj  being  sanctioned  by  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate,  it  is  now  contended,  are  to  operate 
the  destmctioa  of  Hm  powers  speoiGcaUy  vested 
in  the  House. 

If  the  above  wsa  a  true  statement,  he  aaid, 
and  be  did  not  see  in  what  particular  it  could 
be  contradicted,  then  the  Executive  had  been 
exerted  as  a  check  upon  the  Legislative  power, 
for  the  negotiation  ucoeisarily  foreclosed  any 
farther  Legislative  proceedings.  It  did  more 
tbftu  this ;  the  Eieontive  legislated  agsinst  legis- 
lation, and  overruled  them  on  the  subject  in 
contest.  He  should  not  advert  at  this  time,  he 
said,  to  the  collateral  circumntancee  which  atr 
'  tended  this  bnsiiieai,  nor  go  further  in  detail ; 
he  wished  only  to  remark  generally  on  the  dan- 
geroos  operation  of  the  doctrines  contended  fiir. 
Now,  it  is  Bud,  the  House  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  obey,  to  appropriate  the  neccesary  money, 
leaving  all  deliberation  aside. 

If  the  Pkbsidkbt,  s^  Hi.  Gilh,  can,  by  the 
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aswstanoe  of  a  foreign  power,  legiidate  apii* 
the  rights  of  the  HouM  to  k^slata,  and  Ui  p» 
ceedioos  are  to  be  binding  on  the  Hook,  it  m- 
ceasarily  deetrovs  their  right  to  the  excraH  it 
disoretii».    If  ne  can  by  Trea^  dedsn^  th 


shall  nut  be  sequestrated,  and  that  (urades  lb 
be  judged  and  punished  as  he  thinks  fit;  \t)» 
is  to  narim  the  uutimited  Trek^-maki^inin 
contended  for,  what  security  have  we  tnitb 
may  not  go  farther  whwi  the  aegotiaiiiM  as 
renewed  with  Gr«st  Britain,  agrees^  to  Itt 
stipuladons  of  the  preeent  Treaty !  WW  km- 
ritf  have  we  that  he  will  not  acree  with  Gnri 
Bnt^n,  that  if  she  will  k«ep  up  an  anar  of  ta 
Qkousand  men  in  Canada,  he  will  do  the  wM 
here  t  How  could  such  ft  etipnUtwn  be  pi 
over  by  the  House,  when  they  are  toid  tlMk 
matters  of  Treaty  they  must  not  preteodtoo- 
eroise  thdr  will,  but  must  obey  I  How  *l 
this  doctrine  operate  npon  the  powff  a(  ops- 
priation  ?  A  military  estaUishment  m»j  it  if 
stitQted  for  twenty  yeara,  and  as  thur  nuA 
sense  is  to  prevent  their  withholding  tipptofB^ 
tions,  they  con  have  no  power  over  its  erirtHM 

Gentlemen  had  gone  bo  far  as  to  declsn^  OM 
an  attempt  to  examine  the  mertta  of  the  TifiV 
was  reliellion,  was  Ifeaaon  against  the  etntfti- 
tution.  What  Justifies  these  harsh  epiOcOl 
Bitch  assertions  oonld  only  create  ill-inll,  W 
could  not  tend  to  the  investigation  vi  Mdt 
Another  argument  of  the  same  natmv  bid  ba* 
naed.  It  waa  aaid,  that  the  attempt  at  ■xerds' 
tug  a  control  over  the  Tre«^-m^dog  pciv 
was  disorganiidng  the  GoveraaiBnt.  He  ^ 
lieved  the  oontrary  would  be  found  to  be  tta 
caae.  The  doctrine  advocated  by  the  friendi  t> 
the  motion,  only  goes  to  claim  a  negative  voiH 
in  the  buaiDees  of  Treaty-making )  wbenattti 
doctrine  of  its  opposets  claims  the  ei«R9M  of  i 
power,  that  woula  eapersede  the  speaiSeiudN- 
rity  del^ated  to  the  Lepslatnre  in  all  <«•■ 
whatever. 

Mr.  Behgwiok  said,  that,  after  the  tengtii  of 
time  whidi  bad  been  oonaonied,  and  the  Udnti 
which  had  been  so  ably  exert«d  in  the  &a>>- 
sion  of  this  salyeot,  he  should  not  Ihint  fain- 
self  authorized  to  call  the  attention  ttf  the  mb- 
mittee  to  any  observations  of  bis;  but,  thsttu 
oonudered  it  in  principle,  and  It  its  conaMMfr 
oea,  as  the-most  important  qoestiw  whidi  id 
ever  been  debated  in  this  House.  It'wuu 
less  than  whether  this  House  ^ould,  by  im*' 
struotion  and  imphosticoi,  extend  its  iudIkiI- 
iing  Influence  to  enhjocts  which  were  exprMiTi 
ana  he  thought  exclusively,  delegated  lijtlii 
people  to  another  department  ot  the  Qantv- 
ment  "We  had  heretofore  been  warned  eizifibt- 
icallv  agtuast  «di^  on  power  by  cfflntroi** 
and  implication.  He  hod  known  no  ii^*?"]* 
which  the  cantion  that  warning  mforcM^ 
served  more  attention  than  oo  tiw  ff' 
ocoadon.  ^ 

It  wonld  be  taken  for  granted,  and  it  wwi 
be  conceded  on  all  ha&da,  that  we  were  to  n- 
sort  to  the  oonsdtatioa,  to  know  the  tfW 
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■ad  limits  of  oar  power,  and  if  ve  found  not 
there  &  dear  eTidenoe  of  ite  ezlBtenoe,  we  ongbt 
to  abuidon  the  ezeroiae.  It  ww  certi^  we 
bftd  not  liny  eipresi  delegatioQ  to  make  or  to 
oaatnl  the  pablio  will  in  anjr  of  ottr  relations 
with  fbreirn  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
fbnnd  it  declared,  that  the  PRmmKT  shonld 
bare  power  to  make  Treaties  bj  and  with  the 
mdvioe  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senatorg  present  oonoarred.  Trea- 
ties,  to  attain  the  ends  for  which  thej  were  de- 
rived, were,  fh)m  their  nature,  supreme  laws ; 
bat  the  constitntion  had,  in  another  place,  de- 
clared. Treaties  madetmder  the  anthority  of  the 
United  States  ahonld  be  mpreme  laws.  Gentle- 
men had  said,  that  it  was  not  declared  that 
Treaties  made  hy  the  Pscsidikt  and  Senate 
ahonld  bare  this  effect ;  but  those  made  nnder 
the  anthority  of  the  United  States.  The  qnee- 
tion  then  recurred,  what  Tredties  were  made 
nndN-  the  anthorit;  of  the  United  States?  The 
tni»  answer  nodonbtedly  was.  Treaties  made  by 
thoee  to  whom  the  people,  bj  their  constitntion, 
had  delegated  the  power.  The  pEMmrar, 
qnaliOed  as  had  been  mentioned,  had  ezpreeely, 
and  none  else  had  sach  power.  K  we  were  Ui 
rest  the  subject  here,  it  wonld  aeem  to  follow 
irredstibl;,  and  to  be  incapable  almost  of  higher 
proof^  that  whenever  a  eompaot  was  formed  bv 
the  PsKBtDKHT  with  a  foreign  nation,  and  had 
received  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate, 
If  it  was  (rf'  sncb  a  nature  as  to  be  properly  de- 
nominated a  Treaty,  all  its  stlpnlations  wonld 
diereby,  and  from  that  moment,  become  "sa- 
preme  lawa" 

Hie  power  of  treating  between  Independent 
nations  might  be  classed  wiAer  the  fbllowing 
beads:  1.  To  compose  and  adjust  diSbrenceo, 
whether  to  terminate  or  to  prevent  war.  S.  To 
Ibrm  contrsctfl  for  mataal  secnrity  or  defence ; 
ortomake Treaties, offenaiTeordefensiTe.  8. To 
regtdate  an  intercourse  for  mntnal  benefit,  or  to 
fi»in  Treaties  of  commerce.  Without  the  first, 
war  and  contention  oonld  only  be  terminated  by 
&6  desbuction  of  one  of  the  partieB ;  without 
Ote  aeoond,  there  could  be  no  defence,  by  means 
of  anion  and  concert,  against  sapenor  force  ; 
and  without  the  last,  a  profitable  and  beneficial 
Interoonrse  oonld  not  be  arranged  on  terms  of 
reciprocity.  Hence,  then,  it  mnst  be  evident  to 
every  nnpr^udlced  mind,  that  by  a  grant  of 
power  to  make  Treatiea,  authority  was  ^ven  to 
nnd  the  nation  by  stipolations ;  to  preserve 
peace  or  terminate  war ;  to  enter  into  fiances, 
<rflbnsive  and  defensive,  and  to  form  eommer- 
dal  Treaties. 

This  power,  he  held,  unlimited  by  the  oonati- 
toHon,  and  he  held,  too,  that  in  its  uatDre,  to 
the  extent  he  had  mentioned,  it  was  ilhmitable. 
Did  a  serious  difference  exist  with  a  foreign  na- 
tion, in  determining  on  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  stipulations  which  might  l>e  necessary  to 
a^Jntt  it,  the  canse  of  iAfnry,  national  rights 
and  hon(»',  the  evils  of  war,  and  all  drcnmstan- 
oea  of  relation  between  the  two  ooentrieo,  mnat 
be  taken  into  Moonnt.  In  Iteming  allianoee, 
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the  threatened  pressure,  yonr  own  and  your  en- 
emy's relative  strength,  the  obleots  of  aoqQisi- 
tton  or  defence,  must  be  consiaered.  And,  in 
acljnsting  an  eqaitable  intercourse  for  commer- 
cial purposes,  a  thonsand  circnmstanoee  pr«eent 
themselvea  for  nice  calcnlationa.  A  thonsand 
cironmstancce  of  foreign  relations  would  oocnr 
in  the  history  of  every  country,  nnder  which 
nothing  short  of  unlimited  powers  of  negotift- 
tion  wonld  be  adeqnato  to  a  prevention  of 
enormons,  perhaps  ridnons  evils. 

Bnt  it  might  he  objected  that  a  power  to 
enormous,  and  comprehending  anch  essential 
interests,  might  be  abused,  and  thenoe  asked, 
where  is  the  remedy  ?  To  this  he  answered, 
that  a  national  aaaociation  reqnired,  for  Qie 
great  purpose  of  preeervation,  an  unlimited 
confidence  on  many  aubjecta,  Henoe,  not  only 
this,  bnt  perbt^  every  other  national  govern- 
ment, had  delegated  to  it  an  nn]imit«d  oontrcd 
over  the  persons  and  property  of  the  nathm. 

It  might,  by  the  exprces  power  given  to  it  of 
raising  armiee,  eonvert  every  citisen  Into  a  kA- 
dier,  and,  by  a  single  aseeesment  of  a  tax,  it 
might  command  the  nae  of  all  the  pnq»erty  in 
the  country. 

The  power  to  raise  armlea  and  taxes  was  lim- 
ited in  its  exercise  by  nothing  bat  the  ^scre- 
tion  of  the  Legislature,  under  the  direction  of 
its  pmdenoe,  wisdom,  and  virttie.  Was  there 
no  security  against  a  wanton  abuse  of  these 
enormous  poweni  Yes,  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  the  pMple,  in  eleeting  the  members  of  this 
Eonse,  and  the  States  in  choosing  those  of  the 
other,  wonld  not  select  charaotMS,  who,  regird- 
lees  of  the  public  good,  would  wantonly  impoM 
on  their  oonstitnenta  tmneoessary  bnroena.  It 
wonld  be  an  additional  aeourit;,  that  the  inter- 
eeta  of  the  rulera  w««  insMMtably  otouiected 
with  those  of  the  people ;  tJiat  they  oonld  im- 
pose no  hardens  in  whlofa  tfaeonelvea  did  not 
eqaallypartieipatA.  Bat,  should  all  these  gnarda 
be  insnffidentfwas  there  no  dependenoe  to  be 
placed  in  the  Pnasmxirr? — the  man  elected  t^ 


the  watchfhl  goardianship  of  such  a  charaotOTt 
Responsible  by  every  thing  dear  and  valnaUa 
to  man— his  reputation,  bis  own  and  his  Mow-  • 
dtizens'  happiness — was  there  no  welt-foonded 
reliance  on  all  these  oonsider^ioiis,  for  •eonritr 
■gainst  oppression  t  If  not,  we  bad  not  the  re- 
qdsite  materials  by  which  to  administer  a  r^ 


limited  powen  he  bad  mentioned  (and  sooh 
powers  must  always  be  unlimited)  be  wantonly 
abused,  was  there  no  remedy  I  Te^  in  the 
good  sense  and  manly  Independent  spirit  of  tha 
people.  If  intolerable  boraena  were  wantoo^ 
iropcned ;  if  neoessaty  to  deftet  the  oppreaidon, 
oppodtion  and  insoireotion  wonld  not  only  be 
authoriied,  bnt  become  a  duty.  And  If  any 
man  could  honestly  lay  his  hand  on  bta  heart, 
and  in  sincerity  dedare,  that  a  compliauoe  with 
any  existing  Treaty  was  worth  nuwe  than  our 
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GoTammeDt,  onr  ooMtitatloii,  our  Union,  and 
tha  liberty  protected  by  them;  to  that  tnao  he 
wu  reedy  to  de^ra,  tkat  opjioaition  had  be- 
oome  a  dntj.  But,  in  overy  inatwioe  of  oppo- 
wUioD,  whether  In  defeat  of  a  Letfukdre  set,  or 
of  a  Treaty,  the  riKbt  of  reeietance  r«euli«d  not 
from  the  ooBatitutioD  iMe)^  for  it  liad  declared 
no  Each  right ;  no  coiutitatioD  oould  declare  it. 
It  existed  in  original  priDoiplee,  and  never  ooold 
be  eierdsed  bnt  by  reeorting  to  them. 

The  gentleman  irom  Yirginia  (Itr.  iLuaaos) 
had  stated  five  di&rent  oonstractiona  which 
poaaibly  might  i»  fpven  to  the  ooostitatjoo  on 
this  BUlgect ;  three  of  which,  (and  for  none  of 
them  to  Mr.  S.'b  knowledge  had  any  mas  ever 
dontended,)  the  gentlemannod  proved  to  be  nn- 
ibnnded.  The  foortfa,  that  whioh  ha  had  given 
to  tha  ooiuiitoticai,  if  admitted,  and  it  ahonld 
be  abased,  might  produce  niiacjiievoiu  effects. 
Was  not  this  true  of  all  the  great  and  eaeentiai 
powers  of  government !  If  tlia  controlling  in- 
nneooe  of  thi<  Hooio  was  added,  would  the 
power  ,be  leas  f  And  i^  nndar  these  circom- 
•taooee,  abnaed,  would  tlie  iqjnry  be  more  tol- 
erable t  In  short,  was  not  this  a  kind  of  argn- 
ment  infinitely  more  tending  to  the  nodnctioD 
«f  pr^udioe  than  to  the  diaoavery  cs  truth ! 

The  gNitleman  has  really  given  do  deddve 
i^inion  what  was  the  true  oonstmolion.  He 
luA,  however,  seemed  to  iodine  to  a  belief  that 
to  the  etipnlationa  trf  a  Trea^  relative  to  any 
anl^eot  oommitted  to  the  oon^  of  the  Legisla- 
tsre,  to  give  them  vsU^ty,  Legislative  oo-oper- 
ation  was  neoeeaary.  Of  oooseqneooe,  if  this 
was  withheld,  tlu  operation  of  the  Treaty  wonld 
be  defeated.  That  it  was  at  the  will,  and  within 
the  discretion,  of  the  Legialatnre  to  withhold 
Bvoh  oo-operation,  and  M  course  the  House 
might  control  and  defeat  the  solemn  engage- 
tkents  of  the  Phbudeht  and  Soiate. 

The  gentleman  who  had  suggested  this  o[dn- 
iAn  was  well  known  to  the  committee,  and 
threngfaoat  America.  Mr.  S.  oonld  not  bat  ob- 
MTve  that  it  was  perfectly  onaobonntable  to 
his  mind,  that  that  gentleman  had  yet  to  form 
an  opinion  to  whom  was  delisted  that  power, 
tiie  natore,  exteat,  and  efieots  of  which  he  had 
so  stroigly  and  persidcnondydet^led.  The  oa- 
padty  of  that  geotlwian's  mind,  long  exercised 
on  [Kilitie&l  sobjects.  bis  known  oantioD  and 

Eidenoe,  womld  aathorize  a  reqnest  that  he  or 
Mends  wonld  explain  how  it  was  poesible, 
if  each  as  he  tiAtea  shonld  have  been  the  iaten- 
tion  of  those  vbo  iiramed  tiie  ooastitatioD,  that 
the  trae  meaning  ahoold  not  have  been  ex- 
preewdin  the  instrument  I  That  when  the  gen- 
tleman went  ih>m  the  Assembly  which  framed 
the  eonatitotion,  immediately  atlierwardB,  to 
one  ot  those  whieh  ratified  it,  he  should  have 
admitted  an  opposite  oonatrucdon  I  Aa  Mr.  8. 
would  undertake,  by  and  by.  to  prove  that,  in 
the  OoDveatioD  oif  Vir^nia,  he  did  admit  the 
very  construction  fw  which  we  now  contended, 
he  would  take  the  liberty  further  to  inquire, 
how  it  happened,  that,  if  such  was  really  the  in- 
tenUon  of  the  instnimeot,  that  such  was  the 
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meaning  td  the  people,  no  nun  had  heard  <i  k 
until  the  discovery  was  prodooed  by  the  BnSA 
Treaty  t  Strange  national  inten^n,  nnbun 
for  years  to  every  individual  I 

As  the  gentleman  had  haea  pleased  to  drd 
on  the  idea  of  a  oo-operation  between  the  pos- 
ers of  the  Government,  he  woold  t^ke  the  Bb- 
erty  to  atate,  what  had  been  ably  ex[daiiitd  b) 
other  gentlemen,  that  the  power  cf  nsU^ 
Trealiee  was  wholly  difierent  from  that  c<  utk- 
log  ordinary  laws;  oriAuatiDg  from  diibttt 
motives ;  producing  di£u«nt  eflTectt,  and  opr 
ating  to  a  different  extent.  In  all  those  pv- 
ticolara,  the  difference  had  been  pei&ctlj  «■ 
dersiood.  For  instaaoe,  the  ordinary  lipl 
protection  of  pronerty,  and  the  poniahiotBtof 
ile  violation,  coold  never  be  extended  ^)K|lai 
yonr  own  jurisdiotion ;  bat,  by  Treaty,  the  mbi 

SroteotJon 'oonld  be  extended  within  the  jni*' 
iotioD  of  a  foreign  government.  Yon  oonld 
not  legislate  an  aqjastment  of  disimtes,  Qori 
peace  with  another  coontiy;  bnt,  b;  Tm^, 
both  might  be  effected.  Yoar  laws,  in  noil- 
stance,  could  operat«  except  in  yonr  own  iv» 
diction,  and  on  yonr  own  oitizena.  ByTratf, 
an  opo^tion  was  given  to  atipalations  wil^ 
tha  jurisdiotion  of  both  the  oonlnotiug  peiiiK 

It  bad  been  said  that  Treatiea  oonld  not  it- 
erate on  thcae  subjeota  whioh  were  eoosati 
to  Lt^iaJalive  control  If  this  l>e  true,  aia  ^ 
how  impotent  in  this  req>eot  is  the  powwa 
the  Government  1  What,  then,  permit  me  to 
inquire^  can  the  power  of  treating  effecti  I 
will  tell  you  what  it  cannot  do ;  itcanmabM 
allianoea,  beoanae  any  Btipolatioos  fw  oSkoan 
or  defenwve  operations,  will  iniHnge  on  thi 
Legislative  power  ot  declaring  war,  laying  tm^ 
or  raiung  armiee,  or  all  of  them.  No  Tnatj  <i 
peaoe  can  probably  be  made,  which  will  m* 
either  asoertun  boondariee,  stipniate  privilspi 
to  aliena,  the  payment  of  numey,  or  a  eema 
of  a  territory,  and  oertainly  no  Tieaty  of  (xn- 
meroe  ean  be  made. 

Was  it  not  strange,  that,  to  this  late  boor,  it 
should  have  been  delayed,  and  that  now,  sDti 
once,  it  shoold  have  been  discovered,  Uist  do 
power  was  delegated  to  any  person  to  regnlst* 
our  foreign  relations  I  Th^  althoaeli  s  pew* 
was  granted  to  the  Psbsidriit  and  Senate  to 
form  TreatieB,  that  yet  there  were  soch  rews- 
tions  and  reetriotiona,  that  there  remained  no- 
thing  on  which  this  power  coold  operate)  Os 
was  it  true,  that  this  power  was  ctwipeltet  tt 
treat  with  every  government  on  earth  bat  tii* 
of  Great  Briton  1  Might  he  not  be  penmON 
farther  to  inquire,  if  this  Trea^  had  beenfcm« 
with  any  other  power,  with  the  precise  ■'"I"'^ 
tions  it  now  oontMned,  whether  there  aver  wM» 
hare  existed  this  doubt  of  oonstitutJoBlli?' 

Maboh  14.— In  Committee  of  the  ffhola  « 
Mr.  LiTtsoaTON'e  reeolation : 

Mr.  Samuel  LTMiM  add  he  rose  only  tow» 
a  few  obaervstiona.  He  was  against  the  raotn- 
tion  now  on  the  table,  as  Invdviag  a  dodnn* 
in  hia  opinion,  not  only  inconsiatent  wiii  "'* 
prindphw  of  the  oooatiimioD,  but  alio  Jn"!^ 
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mstent  with  the  Uwb  of  nations.  In  debating  the 
merfta  of  this  reeolntion,  an  ezooedinglj  impor- 
tant abstract  oonsldtntionsl  qneetion  had  arisen, 
vIe  :  How  &r  that  Houm  had  a  right  to  eier- 
dse  their  Legislative  diseretion  and  Jndgment 
relAtlve  to  oarrying  a  Treat;  into  effbct.    In 


the  Legislative  powov  of  that  Hoase,  in  oo-opera- 
tion  with  the  other  twanchee  of  ths  Legialatare, 
extend  to  all  olfjMta  wUhin  the  leeoh  of  their 
■oToreigntf,  exeepting  the  reserratioiis  to  the 
distinct  soTerdgndM  of  the  several  States  whinh 
eompose  the  Union ;  bnt  bejond  those  bounda- 
ries tbeir  powera  ooold  not  extend.  Beoondl;, 
tiiere  ia,  bj  the  oonstitntion,  attaohed  to  the 
L^islature  a  subordinate  kind  of  power,  of  a 
Umited  and  mioitterial,  or  ExeontiTe  nature. 
At  present,  it  did  not  ooenr  to  him  that  this  sub- 
ordinate power  was  to  be  eiennsed  in  its  sim- 
plicity, excepting  in  two  instencea,  viz ;  1st,  for 
calling  ft  OonventioB  nnder  certain  cironmrtsn- 
cea  to  amend  the  oonstitntioD ;  and,  Sdly,  for 
oaiTTing  into  effect  Treatiee  which  are  conatita- 
tionallymade;  fortbeeetwopnrposee,thepeople, 
who  are  the  sonroe  of  power,  had  stripped  uat 
Hooae  of  all  Legislative  anuiority.  and  made 
them  only  the  eiecatorsof  tJieirwUl;  therefbre, 
upon  these  premises  be  answered,  if  a  Treatj 
was  nnooDstitntioDaL  the;  had  an  nndonbted 
rif^t  to  eieraise  a  Legislative  discretion  and 
JDdgment  relative  to  carrying  it  into  (^ration, 
for  they  were  sent  there  ae  me  guardians  of  the 
rights  of  their  fellow-citjzens,  and,  for  that  pur- 
nose,  are  sworn  to  support  the  oonstitation ;  bat 
if  the  Treaty  was  oonstitntional,  they  had  not  a 
rl^t  to  ezerdse  that  discretion;  for,  without 
their  intervention,  it  becomes  the  sopreme  law 
of  the  land,  and  virtnally  repeals  aU  laws  wbioh 
are  npngnant  to  it ;  and  in  that  case  that  Honse 
is  bound  to  obey  it,  and  to  carry  it  into  com- 
plete exeontlon;  for,  by  the  constitution,  the 
power  of  making  Treaties  is  vested  solely  and 
eiclasively  in  the  Exeoative  Department.  In 
the  former  case,  they  have  a  right  to  exercise  a 
deliberative  or  Legislative  power,  bnt  not  in  the 
lattar  case;  they  could  there  only  exercise  a 
ministerial  orExecntive  power.  So  tliat  herein, 
said  he,  lies  the  true  distinction,  and  it  arises  from 
the  nature  and  principlee  of  the  constitation. 

He  had  not  the  ieast  doubt  of  the  oonstitu- 
tionality  of  a  treaty,  when  the  stipulations  in  it 
were  of  snoh  a  natnre  as  not  to  respect  objects 
of  legislation,  bat  only  objects  which  lay  beyond 
the  bounds  of  their  sovereignty ;  for  beyond 
those  limits  their  taws  ooald  not  extend  as  rules 
to  regulate  the  crondact  of  sulfJectB  of  foreign 
Powers;  and  although  some  stiptilationa  in  a 
Treaty  may  respect  objects  which  were  within  the 
wach  of  their  sovereignty,  yet  it  may  be  in  such 
manner  as  to  be  strictly  constitntional ;  for  such 
ttipulations  may  be  not  only  pertinent,  bnt  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  forming  the  Treaty.  This 
ouKdusion,  lie  thought,  was  the  natural  and 
D^cessary  result  of  a  fair  and  liberal  oonstmo- 
tion  of  tiie  principles  of  the  ounatituticHi,  and 


especially  of  that  paragraph  which  vests  the 
power  of  making  1>eaties  in  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive, with  the  advice  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  L.  si^d  he  was  tenable  he  had  been  d*> 
livering  an  unpopular  dootrine,  but  that  he  was 
deeply  impreawd  with  its  truth,  its  reality,  and 
its  importance;  and  that  the  obligations  o[  an 
oath  had  prevoited  his  silence  ou  the  occasion. 

Ur.  BALnwnt  said  he  had  before  expreseed  hk 
opinion,  in  general  terma,  in  fovor  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  must  have  been  observed  that  he  had 
been  for  several  days  noting  the  debates,  and 
preparing  to  take  part  in  them.  He  had  in- 
tended  to   have   mlrodaced    the   debate   on 


before  I  expected  to  rise  on  the  question,  I  was 
called  oat  of  the  House  by  a  person  thMi  un- 
known to  me,  who  swd  his  name  was  Fkblhts- 
KDisur,  and  whom  I  found  to  be  a  Senator  <tf 
the  United  States.  After  a  nnmbm  of  inter- 
views, he  obeerred,  with  great  expressiona  of 
pain  and  regret,  that  be  was  at  last  obliged  to 
the  unwelcome  office  of  ddiverins  nw  that  letter, 
which  I  opened  and  foond  to  be  a  challenge 
directed  to  me  from  Jum  Gomr,  who  is  also  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States.  Tie  pretext  for 
this  transaction  was,  to  extort  from  me  sonte 
private  letters  which  I  had  received  early  in  the 
session  from  a  number  of  my  conslatnenti^  ex- 
pressing their  wish  that  I  would  endeavor  to 
prevent  any  thing  b«ng  done  in  Oongress  to 
validate  the  Mississippi  Taaoo  Land  Speonlaticm 
befiir«  the  meeting  of  the  State  Legislature, 
There  was  no  complaint  of  any  personal  inde- 
corum or  disrespect:  at  all;  whether  th^  w«n 
aotaoted  in  thtir  oondnct  mMj  by  tnUrest  in 

Taeoo  Bpeonlationa,  I  will  not       

The  revival  of  a  transaoti<»t  o 
that 


knowii 


s  to  UM  anrprUng,' 
snowing  their  degree  of  KMi<Ni  to  tlM 
question  between  the  two  Booses,  and  not  know- 
ing the  cast  of  character  but  of  one  of  them,  I 
am  left  only  to  coi^jectnre.  It  was  so  peculiarly 
timed,  and  the  profeesed  object  also  of  ao  peon- 
liar  a  nature,  to  interrupt  the  channels  of  confi- 
dence for  frM  commnnkation  between  me  and 
my  oonstituents,  that  I  have  Uwngfat  it  my  dQt7 
not  to  let  the  treatment  of  it  depend  on  my  own 
individual  discretion.  I  consider  it  aa  in  the 
discretioti  of  the  Honse.  Ur.  B.  also  observed 
that  he  felt  himself  under  the  neceari^  of  oslng 
this  as  an  apology  for  liM  qtparuit  n^eota  cx 
Friday,  after  the  particnlar  attenticn  he  hod  be- 
fore t^ipeared  to  pay  to  the  disobssion ;  and  fbr 
his  not  being  able  to  notice  any  of  the  proceed- 
the  debate  of  f^day,  he  had  supposed  ha 


taken,  as  he  was  unwilling  to  sufibr  this,  or 
even  a  greater  interruption,  to  prevent  him  from 
declaring  his  opinion,  as  be  had  before  intended. 
He  wld,  it  was  remarkable  that  several  MB* 
tiemen  ruse  with  very  diflbrent  expreaaioUB  wbSA 


B.  wB.]  

lud  been  said  to  ocmtMii  U10  Mildeat  in  diaooft- 
ifa)D.  Ifwia  oertainlTlmporUnt  to  tgree  ez- 
Ktif  on  that  point.  The  iMit  variuion  in  th« 
point  of  departnra  wooM  aoan  divme  UU  thej 
wer«  out  or  Bight  (rf  each  otliw,  ana  7et  «soh 
ODB  k«ep  a  Btrught  direction.  One  geatleman 
had  atat«d,  that  the  quMtkin  waa,  whether  this 
HoOM  ihould  fMl  itaeir  at  Hbertj  to  Jadge  over 
tbe  beads  of  Pbbudbiit  and  Sonata  oa  tbe  enltJeot 
of  Treatiea  withont  rwtnlnt :  his  reasoDing 
•eemod  to  be  bniltoa  that  proportion.  Another 
gentleman  bad  said  Uiat  Uie  question  vaa, 
whether  the  power  of  making  Treaties  wu  givMi 
bj  the  ooosbtation  to  the  nniDiKT  and  two- 
tUrda  of  the  Senate  or  to  the  Pbbkdbnt  and 
bMh  bnaobca  <^  the  Leguhtore.  He  mi^t 
naatlon  iSYeral  others  but  he  called  the  atten- 
tloii  of  the  HooH  to  the  ftot,  to  settle  the  pdat, 
that  the7  mi^t  at  least  •rtm  what  the^  were 
talking  about  The  qneatioo,  said  he,  on  the 
table  is,  to  reqnest  of  the  Punourr  papers  re- 
ipeetingtiielW^:  the  ol^eetloii  Is,  yon  ought 
o  aik  for  the  papers,  beoanse  jon  have  no 
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ri^t  to  toDoh  the  enttjeot.    He  begged 
tbentoaek,  with  the  utmost  eandwuia  re^MOt 
whether  the  real  qotrtion  now  dependiiv  and 


brooght  into  dispate  b^  this  motitHi,  is 
whether  all  ouesdoiM  relating  to  this  eattJect  are 
aot  so  defimlel;  and  perfeottr  settled  b^  the 
ooDstitntioa,  that  there  was  nothing  for  that 
House  to  deliberate  upon  on  the  ooM^on,  bnt 
only  pnnataally  to  proride  the  ftmds  to  oany  the 
Traatj  hito  effeot.  If  it  were  aUowed  that  there 
mif^t  be  anj  possible  or  extraordinaij  oases  aa 
the  snl^eot  of  Trea^-makiiig,  hi  which  it  might 
•T«r  be  prtqter  fix- tost  Hoose  to  deUbwate — as, 
Ibr  inatanoe,  offtedve  Treaties  which  might 
htiDf  the  oonntir  into  a  war— anbsidiee  and  anp- 
port  of  forrign  aimiea — introduction  <^  an  ea- 
t^Ushed  rdigioD  from  a  Ibfeign  oonntzj,  or  any 
otlier  of  those  acts  which  are  b;  the  eonstitn- 
tion  prohibited  to  Oongress,  bnt  not  prohibited 
to  the  makeit  of  Trestus ;  if  it  were  allowed 
that  there  might  poedblj  exist  an j  snoh  osse,  in 
whioh  it  might  ever  be  proper  for  OoDgress  to 
deliberate,  it  wonld  seem  to  be  giving  np  the 
ground  on  wUoh  the  disenamon  of  the  present 

Smetion  hss  been  placed;  what  agenor  the 
Qose  ihootd  tak^  andwhra,  wooU  be  other 
qnettioos.  Whether  a  oMewotudprobablrooonr 
ODOe  in  a  hnndred  years  that  woold  warrant  the 
House  in  tonehing  the  Boljeot,  Is  (tf  no  oonse- 

riee  to  the  debate.  The  liriit  Is  denied  in 
largeat  eense.  The  assertion  ia,  that  the 
Kmse  us  no  right  to  deliberate  or  to  took  into 
■aypapenon  the  ealdMt;  thst  the  people  have, 
bj  the  oonstitntiMi,  rmosed  the  whole  of  their 
oonfldenoe  on  this  saqeot  elaeichere;  that,  to 
attempt  to  ddlberate  npon  it,  or  to  ask  for  an; 
papers  reqieatdng  it,  is  tnason  md  ansrohv. 

If  this  nonnd  were  once  given  nn.  he  sbonld 
be  inflniteif  less  anzions  wluit  the  Honse  might 
do  in  anv  partjcolar  case :  these  wonld  rest  on 
thdr  inrnvidiul  merits  For  his  own  part,  be 
was  by  no  means  disposed  to  carry  the  Interfbr- 
•nee  i^the  Hotae  to  any  extreme;  bntheoonld 


carried  it  in  this  disooasien.  H«  begged  Itsn 
to  eotreat  gentlemen  again  candidly  to  nrivr 
the  few  words  in  the  constitution  on  which  tie] 
rested  so  ranoh,  and  to  ask  whether  they  sf^MT- 
ed  to  be  anoh  lalx>red  sxprenons  tt  tbj 
■Dppoeed — so  q>t  and  definite  as  to  mean  o- 
actly  what  tbey  contM^d  for,  and  uothiogeba; 
and  whether  ill  the  words  may  not  wdl  bi 
satisfied  without,  sod  stand  more  iiarmcHuagdj 
cotmeoted  with  the  otbv'pvta  of  tlie  ooasts- 

How  mtuh  they  intended  to  inoorpcrateviA 
this  poww  of  Treaty-making,  nnder  cover  tf 
contract  with  foreign  nations,  be  bad  not  benl 
any  one  attempt  to  expUn ;  it  seemed  de«^ 
to  stand  distingnished  as  an  indefinite,  fmue- 
trolled  brand)  of  the  Oovenunent,  the  extent  if 
whose  powers  was  to  be  known  only  by  ition 
acts.  Its  dsflnitioD  was  to  be,  that  it  wsi  is- 
definite— like  what  is  eajd  of  scnne  brandm  d 
the  powers  of  Pirtiament;  that  no  one  ha*  pe- 
tended  or  ong^t  to  pret«id  to  know  their  u- 
tent;  that  they  are  not  to  bo  sabmitted  to  At 
Judgment  of  any  one  bot  theawd<rea;  snd  tlitf 
they  never  devriope  them  bnt  by  tike  parliealK 
exerdse  of  them ;  tih«t  they  were  to  be  kA  a 
this  state,  beoanse,  if  they  were  defined,  ther 
might  be  eluded.  However  tbia  mi^t  be  fboM 
re^tecting  a  foreign  conatitntion,  it  is  mskiig 
a  monster  of  onr  own.  There  was  not  anolbv 
part  or  lineament  in  it  whidi  ^ipeared  to  beii 
the  same  mould  or  proportion. 

Mr.  B.  then  imdertook  to  state  his  own  Hm 
of  the  nbjeat,  snd  what  he  thonriit  oiig^  to 
be  done.  Mnoh,  he  eaid,  deposed  oa  the 
words  **  make  Tresties  and  sniwente  law  of  Ifat 
land ; "  •■  to  the  words  supreme  law  of  fiM 
laitd,  he  had  not  moch  donbt  for  what  pinpal 
eoleW  th^  were  introduced.    The  words  wo* 


Federal  Constitution,  for  tiiat  ia  not  the  anbjett 
whioh  the  section  wbcM  these  wwds  sre  atd 
is  speaking  of;  bnt  to  consider  them  as  ^viog 
to  the  Treaty-mtUug  power  Ute  same  put- 
mount  authority  over  the  lawa  and  ooakita- 
tioiu  of  the  several  States,  that  th^  give  tt 
the  ssme  time  to  the  Oonstitntmi  and  live  of 
the  United  States.  The  wwds  appear  to  be  iti- 
trodnoed  for  the  express  ranpoee  of  makiig  the 
Oonstitntion,  laws,  and  Treaties  of  the  Dnitsi 
States,  paramount  to  the  oonstitation*  snd  bwi 
of  the  several  States,  and  for  no  other  pnrpoM ; 
this  is  all  that  theseota<siwpeaiB  tobe  qMtfiiv 
ot;  it  satisfles  the  words,  ts  the  meet  obnoa 


As  to  the  wiwds  "  power  to  make  TmHet,"  t 
was  more  (Ufficult  to  ascertain  predNty  win 
thecovtitntionmewattogivebythvn.  Itm 
beeo  argued  that  from  the  nature  of  goTennnMi- 
tal  powers,  the  TrM^-making  power  most  be 
paramount,  and  from  the  nature  of  cMtnrt  it 
must  tie  paramonoL    The  troth  i^  the  Treats* 
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^MVing  power  mmt  be  what  the  eolutitDtion 
bM  made  it.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  bsj,  liiat 
iha  iDoet  natural  meaning  to  give  tbe«e  worda, 
waa  to  oonrider  them  aa  borrowed  from  former 
vae,  and  to  give  them  the  meaning  whioh  the; 
had  alwaya  before  given  them.  Gentlemen 
bad  vAd  that  nothing  QeeM  could  be  derived 
from  £!nriish  books  and  explanations  on  theee 
terma.  This  seemed  to  him  an  uireasonable 
aaaertion.  It  might  as  well  be  sud  that  thej 
ooold  not  nse  an  English  Dictlonarj  to  aaoertun 
the  meaning  of  words.  In  manj  sdenoe^  said 
he,  there  are  definite  and  oppro^niats  pbrases  aa 
well  as  definite  and  appropriate  words;  and,  in 
ftot,  books  which  are  diationaries  of  phrases, 
awMT^ain  the  meaning  of  phrasee  with  aa  mnoh 
preol^on  as  diotionariee  asoertain  the  meaning 
erf  words.  It  is  ezceedin^7  naefbl  that  it 
ihoold  be  so.  When  sach  a  precise  meaning  is 
fixed  to  a  phrase^  and  pnbliolj  known,  it  is  apt 
to  rem^n  a  king  time  exact,  as  it  is  frei^nentlf 
onplojed,  and  is  very  naefol  as  a  mediom  d 
oertaintj.  Man]'  instanoes  of  this  kind  might 
be  quoted,  partionlarly  tima  V-n^iah  books  on 
law  and  goTerament  He  would  observe  Air- 
ther,  these  appropriate  phrases  had  been  for 
tlieir  certainly  in  many  inslancee  transferred 
Into  oar  oonstltntion,  and  their  meaning  mnst 
be  manifeetlv  songht  in  those  sonrcee  as  in  a 
dlotionary.  One  remarkable  instance  occnrred 
to  Um,  and  which,  from  the  ungnlarit;  of  its 
^rb,  would  be  ver;  discernible  in  the  oonstitn- 
tiOD — he  meant  the  defloitian  of  treason  in  the 
third  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  constitn- 
tioD.  The  phrase  is  levying  war,  adhmng  to 
enemka,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  Theee 
are  the  very  wnda  of  the  English  books,  which 
have  been  so  oritioall;  jndgod  that  they  are  not 
capable  of  tbe  least  variation  in  thi^  meeaing 
on  that  tremeDdooa  ealiijeot;  bat  tlua  meaidng 
iatobesoi^t  flrom  tikose  aonroea;  he  might 
mention  aeveral  Inrtsnoee,  bnt  H  was  tm&eoea- 
««i7.  He  thonght  tbe  phrase,  power  to  niake 
Treaties,  riiodd  be  asoertwaedin  the  same  man- 
ner; and  the  Knglish  meaning,  as  it  would  na- 
turally be  understood  at  the  time  of  making  the 
Mmstttolion,  shonld  be  afBzed  to  it;  that  it 
abonld  be  considered  as  ^ving  to  the  PamDiKT 
and  two-thirds  of  tbe  Benat«  the  same  kind  of 
power  as  the  King  of  En^and  possesses  on  the 
tnUect  of  Treaties,  which  it  is  known  is  in  seT- 
enu  oasea  mtjjeot  to  the  control  of  Parliament 
Here  it  la  qualified  hy  the  powers  epeoificaUy 
given  to  Congreaa. 

Kr.  HoLLAirn  said ;  It  is  with  great  diffidence 
I  rise  OD  this  important  anttject,  to  submit  some 
oondderatioDB  to  this  oommittee.  As  it  faaa 
now  become  a  oonstitntional  qveation,  not  with 
wapert  to  the  merits  of  the  Treaty,  bat  with  re- 
^M.  to  the  oonstitntional  right  of  this  House 
to  reqneet  &e  EzeoutiTe  to  ftamlsh  ns  with 
papers  that  related  to  the  Tttaty  antecedent  to 
ihi  ratifioalion. 

To  this  it  is  objected  tliat  this  Honee  baa 
ffiacretionary  power  over  the  Trea^,  and, 
tbataoeoont,  has  nothing  to  do  with  tine  papera. 


The  mteetion  Is  not  whether  the  Treaty  is  a 
good  or  bad  Treaty,  bnt  it  is  whether  we  have 
a  ri^t  to  exercfae  oar  Jndgments  upon  it 
Then,  without  any  regard  to  the  Treaty,  w« 
mast  be  governed  by  the  rational  oonstmetion 
of  the  l^ndamental  principles  of  government 

To  illostrate  whion,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
eiamipe  what  has  been  incident  to  the  dlflwent 
kinds  of  government,  aooording  to  the  histo- 
ries of  those  natjons  governed  by  deepotinn, 


maxims  of  the  Bepdblio,  draw  that  oonsbno- 
tion  that  is  moat  rational  and  natonU. 

It  will  also  be  proper  to  examine  which  of 
those  govenunenta  preeerves  tbe  moat  power 
in  the  people. 

First,  then,  of  monarchy.  Where  has  that 
power  [)een  placed  t  Aooording  to  the  theory 
of  the  EngUflh  Qovemmeot  it  has  been  lodged 
in  the  Sovereign,  for  it  is  there  expreesly  Mid 
gior  bas  it  beui  denied  on  this  floor)  that  the 
king  ia  Qie  sonroe  of  all  power;  and  it  is  also 
evprassty  declared  tJiat  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain has  sovereign  and  exclnave  right  to  make 
Treaties.  That  when  thev  are  made,  they 
oannot  be  impeded  or  annntled  by  any  existtnx 
power  in  the  kingdom.  This  is  the  theory  (a 
thst  Government  Bnt  what  has  been  the 
practice  I  I  answer,  the  oontrary ;  tor  it  ever 
has  been  that,  when  a  Treaty  waa  made,  the 
same  has  been  sulimitted  to  the  Pariiament 
and  Parliament,  if  tbey  thonght 


stances  tJiat  the  history  of  that  naljon  aflbrds 
us,  Ilie  English  Government,  tlierefore,  is  in 
praotioe  what  it  is  not  in  theory.  By  the  eon- 
struction  of  tbe  conrtitiition,  as  oontended  for, 
by  ^ving  nncontrollable  power  to  twenty  Bm- 
at4ira  and  the  FSBamran,  our  Oovariment 
will  be  In  praotioe  what  tJie  Et^ish  Oovent- 
ment  Is  In  theory.  If  this  dootnne  had  been 
believed,  that  tms  waa  the  trae  conetruotion  ot 
the  constitution,  previous  and  at  the  time  ot 
its  adoptJoD,  wonld  tbe  people  of  the  United 
Statee  have  adopted  itt  If  they  had  been  in- 
fbrmed  that,  by  this  instrument,  they  vtn  oed- 
ing  more  power  to  two-thirds  of  the  Senaton 
aiKl  PnsiDiNT,  thai^  even  oonld  be  practised  I7 
tbe  ^ng  of  Eoriand,  with  his  lords  selritnal 
and  toDporal,  nnder  that  imjovsrion  would  they 
have  ceded  tfaatpowerf  Or,  if  they  had  bem 
told  that  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  under 
this  constitation,  had  lees  power  than  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  House  of  Commons  in  England; 
that  tbey  wonld  be  lees  able  to  seoore  their 
Hberties  In  this  oonntry  against  the  approachea 
of  prerogative,  wonld  they  have,  onder  that  be- 
lief aooepted  of  this  constitutjon  t  I  thinL  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  may  venture  to  say  they  woola  not 
With  respect  to  the  more  absolute  govern- 
ment of  France,  where  has  this  power  been 
lodged  t  In  this,  as  in  the  monarchy  of  Eng- 
land, it  was,  in  theoiy,  lodged  in  a  priitoe; 
but  the  theory,  even  &  that   deqxilio  gor- 
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ecnmant,  &ev«r  ocndd  b«  oanM  into  pno- 
tloe.  Auoording  to  Vttttel,  bx  the  Traatj  Bude 
by  FruoiR  L,  In  tfa«  Tr«atj  of  Madrid,  oo  mo- 
oonnt  of  that  Tnatj  Mionxtohing  on  the  toaitr 
moDtals  of  their  goTenunent,  it  waa  set  aside. 
How  vaitbii  done  t  It  waa  not  done  bf  Pariia- 
ment,  for  thm  had  none;  bnt  the  prindnal 
people  c^the  Ungdom  met  together  at  Oognlao 
and  annnlled  it.  I  aik  *g*iTi,  Mr.  OhAiraan,  if 
the  people  of  this  oonntrjr  poaaeM  lees  power 
thai)  the  people  of  that  despotic  Oovenuuentt 
Or  do  thoj  possesB  less  power  to  withstand  the 
nanrpationa  of  the  Exeontire,  on  the  mttiect  of 
Treatiee,  in  Uteir  Bepresentatiree  in  Oongrees, 
than  ha*  ever  been  maintained  in  the  oramped 
ritnation  of  the  people  of  En^and  by  the  Honse 
of  Oommonat 

Wbj  were  these  ri^ts  erer  maiutwned  and 
»  aempnlonaly  atteiMed  to  by  the  peog^  of 
those  oonnMesT  It  was  becanse  they  oonsid- 
ered  tbem  as  the  palladinin  of  their  remaning 
liberty, — ib«f  tbcmCore,  would  not  let  tbem  go. 

TboD,  with  reelect  to  a  Bepablio,  the  sove- 
reign power  is  in  the  people.  It  therefore  td- 
lows  that  wbateTar  can  I>e  effaoted  by  the 
people  in  those  oonntriea  oan  be  done  here — 
titer  buog  the  sooroe  of  power. 

Then,  with  regard  to  tne  oonstitntion,  it  must 
be  oonatmed  naturally  and  liberally  In  behalf  of 
the  people.  Not  as  ^Tiug  all  power  that  oao 
be  giveo,  bnt  aa  retaining  all  power  and  natural 
right  that  ooght  to  t>e  retained.  It  wonld  hare 
been  extremely  improper  to  have  wantonly 
discarded  natoral  privil^e,  or  oeded  more 
power  than  waa  etwential  to  goyemment;  nor 
was  any  more  intended  to  be  given. 

The  oonstitntion,  apon  the  &oe  of  It,  shows 
that  thia  is  the  osse — limits  are  orescribed  to 
gOTernmental  power.  Hot  so  in  uio  ooaatiies 
q>oken  of,  yet  the  people  exeroise  it.  Bat  it  is 
aaid  our  oonstitation  has  not  retuned  thia  priv- 
ilege, and  it  is  the  law  and  the  testinKMiy,  sa- 
cred volnme,  dto.  The  saorednees  depends  upon 
the  attention  to  the  prindplea  that  prooiued 
its  adoption ;  when  that  ia  oontravaned  a  vio- 
lence is  made  upon  the  rights  of  the  peoi^e. 
If,  by  any  oonstraolion  that  can  bo  given,  these 
rights  can  be  preeerved,  it  is  wise  to  oonnder  it 
as  the  better  opinion.  Bnt  it  is  said  to  be  im- 
poBuble  that  this  power  has  been  ceded,  subject 
to  no  control,  to  uie  Pbxsidekt  and  two-thirds 
of  the  Senators  present;  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  practice  In  other  ooontriea.  it  will  not 
^iply  to  this :  that  those  ooontries  nave  no  con- 
stitution, and  that  we  have^  and  most  be  gov- 
erned by  iL  Unfortonate  oironmstanoel  why 
adopted  t  Was  It  wantonly  to  throw  away  a 
privilege  and  natural  right  t  Certainly  not^  but 
t^e  ooabeaxj.  It  wai  to  secnre  natoral  ngbt, 
and  to  esbwlish  a  Bepnblican  fi>nn  of  Govern- 

I  considered  that  l^e  Exeontive  had  absolate 

Ewer  to  make  peace ;  as  by  the  oonstitntion 
is  declared  Oommander-in-chief  of  aQ  the 
armies,  his  sitnation  enabled  him  to  be  the 
beet  judge  of  tlie  foroee  and  of  the  force  he  had 


to  oootend  with,  and  a*  seovc;  was  aeotamrj 
to  effecting  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  that  power  wai 


pfeenppoeee  aa  "lii^ng  peace,  and  in  tLdse 
TresMee  aecrecy  is  not  onaanHal ;  but  a  oompe- 
tent  knowledge  ot  the  prodooe  of  tfae  reqwctii* 
Statw  in  all  their  remote  ntnattone  waa  neces. 


Thia  is  a  Treaty  ot  Gommeroe,  and  tttattr* 
has  involved  Legislative  oljeots.  ItomMeqasui- 
ly  requires  Legidatire  sanotion;  a  eaatrxj 
oonstraction  would  be  a  violatim  of  the  eoeati- 
totion  and  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
adopted,  and  therefore  a  violatitw  of  the  ri^ 
of  tne  people. 

I  confess,  on  viewing  the  ezoeptjmi  w>d  fine 
of  the  argnment)  that  I  bad  aome  donbt,  that 
whm  the  government  became  old  and  aomft, 
that  tUs  pervernon  might  be  attempted ;  brt 
had  no  idea  that  in  the  conrae  of  aix  years  it 
wonld  be  contended  fbr. 

Vt.  BaiiiBiTBT  observed,  Uiat  the  moat  pknn- 
ble  reason  that  he  had  heard  in  ea[q>ort  of  At 
reeolntion  nnder  the  oonridtfation  of  the  ecu- 
mittee  reenlted  from  a  prindple  advanced  by  a 
member  from  Pennsylvania,  who  spoke  npon 
the  eabject  last  week.  The  principle  was  this; 
that  where  any  articles  irf  a  Treaty  were  le- 
pu^umt  to  prior  existing  acta  of  Oongrea^ 
thcee  aots  must  firat  be  r^MBled  by  Ootwren 
before  snob  Treaty  cen  become  the  law  of  tlte 
land;  and  it  waa  said  s<Hne  of  the  articles  erf  the 
British  Treaty  were  of  this  nature.  He  wmiU 
not  stay  to  examine  the  truth  of  tlie  fiaot,  tor 
admitting  it  to  be  true,  he  altooetho'  d«iied 
the  principle ;  but  yet  be  acknowledged  that  if 
it  coold  be  made  ODt^  it  wonld  afford  the  beat 
reason  yet  given  for  calling  for  the  papers.  If 
their  concmrenoe  was  necessary  to  ^ve  exist- 
enoe  or  legality  to  the  Treaty,  he  saw  not  why 
they  ought  not  to  be  &vored  with  the  p^wn 
as  well  as  the  Beniriew  But  he  aoerted  and 
would  endeavor  to  prove,  that  Qte  Trea^  hss 
alreadr  a  l^s«I  esiatenee ;  that  it  ia  now  tbt 
law  ot  the  land ;  and  that,  thMC^Tre,  do  act  of 
Oongreas  la,  or  ean  be,  neoesiaiT  to  make  it  ao; 
and,  tiierefore,  ^at  Honee  oonld  have  no  need 
of  the  papers,  nor  any  right  to  caQ  for  them  en 
thatgroond. 

That  the  Treat?  had  already  beoome  the  law 
of  tlie  land,  and  that  no  Le^uative  ant  of  Oon- 
grees was  necessary  to  male  it  so,  he  aisoed 
wholly  from  the  constitution  iteelt^  by  wmch 
alone  the  qoestion  mnet  at  last  be  deteruuned. 

That  insb^unent  expreoly  declaree,  that  all 
Treatiee  made  under  ue  anthoiity  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  be  the  tuweme  law  of  the  land. 
He  Ud  no  stress  npon  ^e  word  snpreme,  ad- 
mitting for  ai^nmenfe  sake,  that  the  snprenucy 
ascribed  to  the  conatitotion  and  laws,  andl^w- 
tiee  made  under  it,  meant  a  supremacy  over  the 
conatlttttion  and  laws  of  iiidimnal  States.  AH 
he  asked  to  be  granted  him,  and  which  he 
thonght  could  not  be  denied,  was  that  a  Treaty 
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nwde  under  the  Mthoiitjr  of  the  United  Statea 
-waa  the  law  of  the  land.  If  so,  tiien  all  that 
needed  to  be  fvoved  waa,  that  a  Treaty  made 
by  the  Pbesideht,  with  the  advioe  and  oonBent 
or  t-w-o-thirds  of  the  Senate,  tm  s  Treaty  made 
vmder  the  aathoiity  of  the  United  States.  >  And 
to  prota  that,  he  needed  only  to  mention  an- 
other clanee  in  the  oonstitntion,  which  ex- 
premly  declares  tliiat  the  Pbbddknt,  with  such 
advice  and  consent,  ahali  hSTs  power  to  make 
TreatieB. 

He  nowhere  read  in  the  oonsUtDtion  ttiat  any 
act  of  Conmaa,  in  any  poflfflble  case,  was  neoee- 


lal;  oonld  he  a  law. 
Bnt,  aejv  the  gentleman  ttcta  Penn^lTonla, 
-die  aame  IVeaty  power  is  given  to  the  King  b^ 
tite  CoDHtJtntion  and  laws  of  England,  that  is 
given  to  the  Fbudist  by  oar  oonstdtntioo,  and 
yet  the  Parliament  hare  uie  power  there  which 
be  OMitMida  fbr  in  favor  of  OongreM  here ;  that 
b,  thOT  mmt  repeal  prior  laws  repognant  to  a 
new  Treaty,  before  it  can  be  the  law  of  the 
land ;  and  why  is  not  ao  act  of  Oongreea,  It  is 
ufced,  neeesBBry  fbr  the  same  porpoee,  in  a 
Binular  case  here?  He  would  answer,  beoanse 
our  oonadtntion  is  difierent  from  the  British 
in  this  respect :  It  deolarM  that  a  Treaty  mads 
ander  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  (and 
he  had  ahawn  that  a  Treaty  siade  by  the  Pbbsi- 
IWBT,  as  aforesaid,  was  made  onder  soch  an- 
thority,)  is  the  lav  of  the  landj  and  if  it  is  a 
law,  nothing  farther  can  be  requisite  to  make  it 
BO.  There  was  no  snch  dodaradon  in  the  Oon- 
■titation  and  laws  of  England. 

There  was  no  arguing  from  the  power  of  Par- 
liwnent  to  the  power  of  Oongren.  The  Parlia- 
ment mnat  have  controlled  this  Treaty  power 
of  the  King,  and  stripped  him  of  his  prero^ 
tive,  by  DBe  and  costom.  There  bod  been  in 
Sogland  a  constant  strode  between  power  and 
privilege ;  the  prerogatives  of  the  King  were 
iKit  foonded  in  the  grant  of  the  people ;  they 
were  founded  on  force,  on  the  right  of  conqneet ; 
whatever,  therefore,  ww  gained  from  the  King 
hy  the  Commons,  was  considered  as  so  mnoh 
funed  by  the  people  from  an  adverse  power. 

If  the  PnisiDKKT  were  on  hereditary  monarch, 
deriving  his  power  fr<»n  his  predeceaaors  by  de- 
scent, k  power  originally  foonded  in  conqneet, 
Oongrew  would  £>  w^  to  get  as  mnch  of  it 
oat  of  his  hands  m  tbey  oould.  It  would  here 
be,  as  it  was  there,  a  straggle  between  preroga- 
tive and  privilege  j  it  wonld  be  the  people  against 
the  King.  Bnt  as  this  was  not  the  case,  and  as 
ConKreea  never  hod  in  fact  asBoined  and  exer- 
asea  the  power  of  confirming,  by  an  act  of  theira, 
Treaties  made  by  the  Pbbsident,  this  orgnment 
from  analogy  wholly  &Iled. 

Suppose  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
should  pan  a  law  expready  delegating  the 
Treaty-making  power  to  the  King,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  bis  Privy 


Oonncil,  and  shonld  deolare  in  the  act,  that  a 
Treaty  made  under  snch  anthority  dinnld  be  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  They  claim  s  right 
to  make  snch  a  law,  for  Judge  Bhekit^ne 
affirms,  that  the  denial  of  a  power  in  every  gov- 
ernment, even  to  alter  every  part  of  its  oonsti- 
tntion,  is  the  height  of  polltJcal  absurdly ;  and 
in  England,  he  expressly  ascribes  this  power  to 
Parliament. 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  an  act  of 
Parliament?  Would  not  a  'n^aty  made  nnder 
it  be  clearly  the  law  of  England  ?  and  wonld  not 
all  acts  of  Parliament,  prior  and  repugnant  to 
it,  be  repealed  by  it  t  He  was  clearly  <^  opinion 
they  would ;  and  this  dause.  he  said,  was  in- 
serted in  the  American  Oonstitntion,  probably 
to  gnard  against  that  very  oonstraction  which 
is  now  endeavored  to  be  put  upon  the  Treaty 
power;  on  purpose  to  cnt  off  all  pretence  of  a 
power  in  Oongreea  to  oontrol  a  Treaty,  by  re- 
f^ing  to  repeal  any  prior  laws  that  might  stand 
in  the  wa^  of  it. 

But,  said  the  same  gentleman,  shall  a  British 
House  of  OfHnmons  have  this  i^ht  of  control- 
ling the  Treaty-making  power,  and  shall  it  be 
denied  to  the  Bepreientativee  of  a  tr^  people! 
He  answered,  tlie  Pbxbidxst  and  Senate  of 
the  Uiiit«d  States  were  as  mnch  the  Bepreeoita- 
tivee  of  a  free  people  as  that  House  was ;  tbey 
were  as  truly,  though  not  ao  immediately,  dbosen 
by  the  people  as  they  were.  The  people  dis- 
tributed their  powera  aa  they  pleased.  The 
PRasiDSHT,  said  be,  represents  the  people  aa 
their  Executive  agent,  and  is  poeaessed  of  all 
Executive  oower,  and  the  power  of  making 
Treaties.  The  true  question,  then,  was,  ahall 
one  constituted  representative  autliority  usurp 
the  power  ond  control  the  acta  assigned  by  the 
constitution  to  another  representative  authority 
of  the  aame  i^ee  people!  They  certainly  ought 
not.  If  they  ahonld  attempt  it,  it  would  be 
opposing  one  authority  of  the  people  to  another. 
It  would  be  dividing  a  fr^e  people  against  iteelt 
But  he  hoped  he  had  add  enough  to  ahow  the 
onaoundneas  of  that  principle,  and  frilly  to 
establish  what  he  first  undertook  to  prove,  that 
the  Treaty  was  already  completed  ;  that  it  was 
already  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  that  it  did,  by 
its  own  force,  repeal  all  prior  laws,  if  tliere  were 
any  atanding  in  the  way  of  it ;  and  if  ao,  they 
could  have  no  need  of  tbe  papers  to  assist  them. 

making  it  a  law.  It  had  also  been  laid  by 
the  King  before  his  Parliament,  and  he  sup- 
posed the  necessary  appropriations  had  been 
made  to  carry  it  into  effect  He  did  not  know 
that  any  other  Parliamentary  proviaiiMi  was  ne- 
oeaaary. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  fit  and  proper 
that  they  should  call  for  the  papers  mentioned 
in  tbe  resolution,  even  if  the  Treaty  were  law, 
becaose  appropriations  by  act  of  Congrees  would 
'le  neccHsary  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  they 
lught  to  have  the  papers  tojudge  whether  it  be 
It  for  them  to  make  those  ^proprisiions. 

He  answered,  whether  that  be  fit  or  not,  in 
his  opinion,  must  depend  wholly  upon  the  "Snttj 


Goo'^lc 


ABBIDOHBMT  OF  THK 


H.  0»B.] TnatfK 

or  law  itself  and  opoa  nothing  oat  of  it. 
WW  tike  kit  oUier  laws  requlnng  appropriatJons, 
In  QULkins  which  they  muat  be  governed  'bj  a 
Kmnd  and  legal  dLsoretion,  ud  wai  diecretiou 
mnit  be  goveroed  hj  tbe  insUtuaent  itself. 

Even  if  a  qnertion  should  Brise  and  be 
proper  for  the  diacasrion  of  that  Iloase,  on  the 
oODotitQtioiialitT  of  the  ^'reatr,  jet  that  quea- 
lion  mnst  be  decided  hj  the  Treaty  itself^  and 
iy  nothing  else;  and  there  ooold  be  no  need  of 
any  p^>en  for  that  porpoae.  If  generat  in- 
fiwmation  irere  the  object,  to  alla;r  the  public 
Modbilttf,  he  should  think  the  better  way 
would  1m  to  raqaest  the  PaKamxin  to  pabliBb 
the  puwra  in  all  the  newspapers  throughont 
the  Umted  Btatee.  Bat  he  believed  he  must  be 
eooddered  aa  the  beet  Judge  in  that  matter. 
He  would  ooIt  add,  that  me  correspondence 
between  thmr  Ehtoj  and  the  British  Minister 
was,  in  its  natnr^  secret  and  couSdentlal.  It 
waa  ootnmnnic^ed  to  Uie  Senate  becatue  they 
were  a  part  of  the  Treaty-making  power,  whidi 
the  House  was  not;  but  even  to  them  it  was 
conunnulcated  in  conSdence.  A  request  to  the 
^■smiKT,  stud  he,  to  commnnioate  these  pa- 
pers, amounts  to  a  reqoiremeDt ;  but  there  can 
M  no  right  to  reqnire  where  there  is  no  obliga- 
tion to  obey. 

Ur.  Paok  apolce  as  fidlows:  I  oonfees,  dr, 
that  I  had  wiiihed  tluit  this  Honse,  instead  of 
asking  the  Pkksident  for  information  respecting 
the  negotiation  and  ratifloation  of  the  Treaty,  at 
thia  Uta  dayMf  Its  saadon,  had  given  him,  as 
•oon  la  possible  after  its  meeting,  fully  their 
opinions,  and  that  of  their  oonstitueuts,  respect- 
ing the  TreatT  itself  But,  as  time  has  been 
aKirded  fbr  deliberation,  and  the  House  has 
WUt«d  most  patiently  and  respectfoUy  till  the 
pBaanWRT  conld  "place  the  subject  before 
them,"  according  to  nia  promise  in  liis  Address 
to  Oongresa,  I  think. they  have  shown  a  epifit 
of  moderation  which  deserves  credit.  The 
friends  of  the  Treaty  cannot  complain  that  it 
has  been  hastily  and  rudely  attacked,  and 
should  not  otgaot  to  the  request  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  made  to  the  PaBsiDEirr,  to  furuish 
a  statement  of  facts  which,  from  what  has  been 
atiA  elsewhere,  may  be  supposed  sufficient  to 
rilence  the  moat  clamorous  opposera  of  the 
treaty. 

I  think  that  the  Treaty  is  oonstitntjonal,  as 
fiff  as  relates  to  the  powers  of  the  contracting 
parties  to  make  Treatieg;  and  is  constitutional 
and  valid,  also,  aa  &r  as  relates  to  thst  part  of 
It  which  gives  it  the  name  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity, 
and  whidi  might  be  in  a  separate  and  distinct 
Treaty  by  itself;  for  the  Pkksidbnt,  by  and 
witti  the  advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  Senators  present,  has  on  undoubted  authority, 
under  the  express  words  in  the  first  article  of 
the  oonsdtntion,  to  make  Treaties.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Treaties  which  were  in  ihe 
Ttew  of  the  framers  of  that  article,  must  have 
been  principally  Treaties  of  Peace,  of  Amity,  of 
Neutrality,  or  of  Alliance.  This  is  the  more 
probable,  as  (he  first  and  prindpal  Treaties  in 


.  which  nations  were  conceroed,  were  TrekiicB 
,  of  Peace,  or  Treaties  to  secure  the  bleasinp  td 
peace;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  Treatj  tf 
Peace  with  Great  Britain  was  tbs  very  Tres^ 
which  gave  rise  to  the  dedaiatioa  of  the  coa- 
stituti<Hi,  that  all  Treaties  made  and  to  be  mad* 
by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  dull  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land :  for  the  Treaty  d 
Peace  with  Great  Britun  was  aaid  to  be  in  a 
state  of  inexeontioii  on  aoooaut  of  aa  obstrae- 
tion  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  law«  of  oertain 
SUtes.  Tbia  article,  tberefocei,  was  intended  to 
remove  all  obetaolea,  which  had  arisen  or  mi^ 
arise  from  State  Le^slaturea,  and  migfat^  I  w3 
here  remark,  as  easily  have  berai  extended  t» 
remove  all  obstructionB  fhtm  the  General  Legia- 
latore  by  adding  to  the  words  "  aaj  Oonatita- 
tion  or  law  of  the  States,"  theee  w-orda,  "  or 
the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States 
notwithstanding."  The  power  to  make  TreaCtca 
of  OcMumeroe  and  Navigation,  I  humbly  os- 
ceive,  conld  scarcely  be  within  ibe  view  and 
deugn  of  the  Convention,  at  least  not  as  a 
primary  object,  when  the;  formed  the  aiticJa 
respectmg  Treatiee ;  because  they  knew,  that 
the  extent,  situation,  population,  and  pradno- 
tions  of  the  United  Stat«^  wwe  euch  as  would 
ooromand  them  a  auffioiwt  share  of  the  com- 
meroe  of  the  world,  without  the  aid  of  Coco- 
merdal  Treatiea,  They  knew  that  almoat  all 
Enrope  stood  in  need  of  their  produotioiu,  and 
that  Great  Britun  and  her  islands  could  ecarody 
exist  without  them;  they  knew  more,  tliey 
knew  tliis,  sir,  tliat  the  almost  universal  bellsf 
of  their  oonstituents,  that  pving  a  power  to 
Congress  to  regulate  commerce,  which  wonld 
answer  every  purpose  of  Commercial  Treaties, 
gave  existence  to  the  very  powers  under  wliidk 
they  were  acting  at  the  mom^it  they  framed 
that  artide.  This  mode  of  tegulatingoommeroe 
was  favored  by  (he  opinion  of  the  people,  who 
celebrated  the  adoption  of  the  coustitntioD  with 


much  exultation  and  eipensiveparade  : 
great  commercial  dtiee  of  the  United  States, 
They  had  no  doubt  that  the  new  Congr^ 
woidd  use  the  power  with  which  it  was  invest- 
ed, so  as  to  oblige  Great  Britain  to  open 
her  ports  to  them  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to 
put  Uieir  trade  with  them  upon  a  more  equita- 
ble and  stable  footing.  Indeed,  sir,  the  people 
thought,  se  associatjons  not  to  imptHt  oMtaia 
artides  from  Great  Britun,  entered  into  by 
them  when  they  w^e  poor  helpless  Colonists, 
with  halters  abont  their  necks,  repealed  tha 
Stamp  act,  that  acts  of  Oongrees  rwnlatiDg 
oommerce,  so  as  to  retaliate  on  Great  Bribno, 
would  at  least  prevent  the  enacting  of  the  law 
by  which  the  British  King  was  autbotiied  to 
regulate  tlie  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  Great  Britain  and  her  Islands. 

I  acknowledge,  mr,  that  whenever  a  Treaty  is 
to  be  made,  the  Pkisisbhi  and  Senate  are  the 

E roper  agents  to  make  it,  I  think  it  an  ezoel- 
ince  in  our  constitution  that  the  PsEeiDEirr 
and  Senate,  though  not  allowed  to  declare  war, 
have  authority  to  pot  a  at<^  to  its  homics. 
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^TIiIb  is  B  wfM  providOD  against  the  iiynry 
'wrhich  th«  prido  and  ambition  of  the  lu'ger 
States  might  do  to  the  miaUer,  by  owtinning  a 
irar.  Bot  I  cannot  ooncdve  uat  when  Con- 
gram  is  anthorized  to  make  (Ul  lavs  neoeesarj 
and  proper  to  carry  into  effect  all  the  poweis 
granted  07  the  oonstitntJoa,  the  Treatj-making 
power  88  well  as  others,  and  are  to  provide  for 
tbe  geuernl  weUiire,  which  ia  not  confided  to 
the  PsxBiDKNT  and  Senate,  nor  can  be  Intrusted 
to  them  alone  by  the  peorde  npon  any  prindple 
frbioh  has  erer  had  weif^t  in  the  formation  of 
a  Bepablican  Government, — I  cannot  oonoeive,  I 
may,  that  as  this  is  the  case,  and  the  Hoose  of 
K^reaentatiTes  is  composed  of  members  pro- 
portioned to  a  certain  ratio  of  the  namber  of 
penona  to  be  represented,  and  has  the  sole  right 
to  orij^te  money  bills,  how  it  can  poseiblj  be 
Bapp(»ed  that  the  PaBsiniHr  and  Benat«,  with- 
oat  their  ooDcnirence,  can  make  regulations  of 
ooTnmercc,  which  may  be  iifjarioQB  to  the  gene- 
rttl  welfare,  ruinous  to  the  commerce  of  certain, 
and  eren  the  largest,  Statfis ;  and  by  a  Treaty, 
too.  which  may,  moreover,  deprive  tiiat  Eonee, 
which,  by  the  supposition  of  those  who  liave 
defended  the  Treaty  is  at  least  a  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  (and,  indeed,  Ttothing  more,) 
of  the  resources  of  revenue  to  which,  by  the 
oonstitntiou,  thev  might  have  reoonrse. 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  the  power  given  to 
OongrssB  by  the  constitotion  to  regulate  com- 
merce oannot  .extend  to  that  regulation  which 
depends  opon  the  will  of  a  foreisn  nation  or 

SDvemment,  and  which  can  only  be  regulated 
y  compact,  or  by  the  Treaty-making  or  pacti- 
tioiu  powers.  Qraating  that  this  assertion  be 
true,  which,  however,  may  be  denied,  as  the 
general  belief  which  I  have  alluded  to,  and  on 
which  the  existence  of  the  present  Government 
woa  founded,  seemed  to  contradict  it ;  for  it  was 
almost  nnivenally  believed  that  an  act  of  Oon- 
peaa  regulating  the  oommeroe  of  the  United 
States  with  Great  Britain,  as  had  been  proposed 
to  the  former  Congreee,  or  Oongrees  under  the 
Ooofederation,  or  as  proposed  to  this  Honse  on 
tbe  M  of  Jannary,  llflt,  and  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Madibor's  proporitiona,  or  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Olabk,  7th  April,,  ITM,  would 
bave  brought  about  a  more  advantageous  com- 
mercial interconise  with  Great  Britain  than  any 
direct  negotiation  with  the  British  Miuister.  It 
waa  tiiought  hi^ly  probable  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  would  (if  any  ot  these 
propositionB  had  been  adopted  by  Gongrees) 
nave  letiised  to  have  renewed  tiieir  act,  by 
which  the  trade  wilb  tliese  United  States  (as  if 
they  were  more  degraded  than  Colonie^  was 
regulated  by  the  King's  Proclamation.  I  say, 
granting,  however,  that  assertion  to  be  true, 
bow  does  it  prove,  or  what  other  assertion  can 
^vve,  that  OongKes  has  not  a  right,  under  the 
express  words  of  the  constitution,  which  de- 
clues  that  it  shall  have  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  to  be  a  party  to 
that  compact,  or  to  have  some  share,  eiUiar  pre- 
viously or  Babeeqnently,  in  the  TrMty-making 


I  may  agree  that  a  Treaty  is  necesary  to 
establish  a  commercial  intercourse  between  two 
nations,  to  their  mutual  advantage  and  satisfao- 
tion,  but  I  must  afBrm,  that  os  that  Treaty 
would  be  a  commercial  regulation,  and  as  Con- 
gress is  ezpreealy  empowered  by  the  oonstitu- 
tion  to  regulate  conunerce,  whenever  such 
Treaty  shall  be  mode  between  the  United  States 
and  anv  other  nation,  Oongrees  must  either 
direct  that  the  negotiation  be  commenced  upon 
conditions  approved,  or  sanction  the  ratification 
of  such  Treaty  by  some  act  showing  that  the 
regnlation  of  commerce,  by  tiie  Treaty,  was 
lade  by  the  anthority  of  Oongresa,  in  conform- 
.7  to  the  constitstioiL 

'  Beside^  ht,  if  the  Psxammr  and  Senato  caa 
reflate  the  commerce  of  the  Unit«d  States 
with  one  nation,  they  can  with  all  nations,  and 
if  they  can  with  all,  what  nation  can  there  be 
witii  whom  GongreM  can  regulate  commeroet 
This  argument,  therefore^  mnst  fall  to  the 
ground.  We  are  told,  however,  that  the  Treaty- 
making  power,  from  its  nature,  is  competent  to 
all  the  objects  at  least  of  the  Ti-eaty  under  oon- 
dderation,  and  is  not  to  be  controlled  or  checked 
by  this  Honse.  Let  me  ezamiue  this  assertion. 
If  this  be  true,  nr,  we  find  tiiat  although  the 
British  Xing,  from  whose  tyranny  we  revolted, 
cannot  force  upon  liis  anbjecte,  against  the  wiU 
of  their  Representatives,  a  Treaty,  which  it  is 
acknowledged,  too,  he  has  a  rig^t  to  make,  the 
Phbsidbnt  or  thx  Unrid  Btates  can,  by  his 
Proclamation,  force  upon  the  people  who  ore 
his  oonstitueute  a  Treaty  whi<ji  their  direct 
Representatives  wish  to  suspend,  alter,  or  annul. 
Gan  this  possibly  be  a  true  construction  of  the 
Treaty^mt^dng  power  t  Surely  it  coanot  If  it 
l>e  true,  then,  can  the  ^EsmsNT  repeal,  as  ha 
has  by  the  Treaty,  the  laws  of  Gongress,  al- 
though by  the  constitutiou  be  cannot  negative 
therot  He  can  oblige  Oongrees  to  levy  taxes; 
can  withdraw  impost  and  tonnage  from  their 
reach ;  prohibit  the  exportation  of  snndrr  arti- 
cles, the  produce  of  the  United  Btates,  although 
the  constitution  forbids,  the  Senate  and  Repre- 
sentatives concurring,  to  lay  the  smalleet  au^ 
on  the  exportation  ol  any  article ;  he  can  cre- 
ate o£Boea  and  annex  salaries  thereto;  destroy 
the  righteof  this  House;  provoke  war;  in  short, 
he  can  do  anv  thing;  but  this  we  are  sworn  to 
deny.  The  aosurdity  of  that  constmction,  tlien, 
must  be  evident,  and  the  recollection  of  our 
oaths  to  support  the  constitution,  of  which  we 
have  been  reminded,  must  firoe  us  to  revolt  at 
the  thoughts  of  adopting  sudi  a  monstrous  ooa> 
struction  of  the  constitution.  We  are  reminded 
also  of  the  PBasmssT's  Proclamation.  I  will 
attend  to  it.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  proper  notifi- 
cation of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity 
with  Great  Britain,  but  it  con  have  no  effect  on 
the  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation,  till 
sanctioned  by  the  voles  of  Congress.  The  evacu- 
ation of  the  posts  on  our  frontiers  held  ^  the 
British,  if  intended  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  Ireatj 
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of  Amit;,  ouf^t  to  lake  pIaob,  or  if  in  ocHiftinii- 
t^  to  the  Tr«^  of  P«kM;  biit,  if  hitnided  m 
K  eompliiDoe  witb  oon^tiona  annflzed  to  Ibe 
Treaty  of  Gomiimoe  and  NarlgatloB,  good  6ith 
reqniraa  that  tbey  ought  not  to  be  STaonated 
until  Um  final  a^lOBbnent  c^  the  <Uflbrenen 
whioh  tnaj  btIm  in  the  oonrae  of  the  &eiurimi 
of  the  merite  of  that  Treatf,  and  this  irith  ma 
la  one  r«M<w  why  I  wiah  for  information  ftom 
the  Pbudknt  reqieotinff  the  Treatr.  I  oon- 
fbes  too,  rir,  that  I  wiah  Kir  a  foil  ana  free  eon- 
ferenoe  with  the  Senate  on  the  important  nib- 
}eot  of  the  Treaty. 

Mr.  Boinon  Mid  he  wonid  have  given  a  rfknt 
Tote  on  tluB  quMtioo,  had  it  not  have  been  for 
•cnne  atrange  aoctrinee  whioh  had  been  anerted, 
fitr  he  did  not  oomider  the  qoeedon  in  itielf  as 
Deoetearily  inToiring  any  eoiiititittl<HUiI  qnee- 
thai.  Tlie  doctrine,  that  the  formal  aaient  of 
the  Home  trf  BeinreeentatiTea  waa  eawntlal  to 
the  le^  eztateam  of  a  Treatr,  stniok  him  ai  a 
perfoot  norelty.  That  the  PaniDnT  and  Sen- 
ate had  power  nnder  the  oonstitation  to  maice 
IVeatiea,  and  that  theee  Treati«B  were  the  laws 
of  the  lend,  he  had  never  heard  denied  until 
this  debate.  It  wee  tme  he  had  heard  it  said, 
that  the  House  might  ooDtrol  the  Pbbsidsht 


ing  appropriations  of  money ;  bnt  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  the  anertdon,  that  the  ratiflcatioD 
of  the  HoQse  was  neoeesary  to  a  Treaty,  btfore 
it  became  the  law  of  the  iW. 

As  B  Bepreaentatdve  of  a  Hnal]  State,  be  felt 
himself  mnch  iotereeted  in  opposing  the  doc- 
trine contended  for.  Under  tlie  former  Gra&d- 
cratitHi  Rhode  Island  had  an  eqnal  vote  with 
an;  State  in  the  making  of  Treaties.  Thin  ririit 
waa  thought  to  have  been  folly  preserved  ui^er 
the  preBent  oonsdtntion.  Bat,  if  the  sentiments 
he  was  combatinK  prevailed,  the  small  States 
would  be  deprived  of  one  of  their  most  eeaeo- 
tial  rights ;  for  the  power  of  making  Treaties,  as 
one  of  the  prinoipat  rights  of  soverelsnty,  was 
vested  in  all  the  States  separately  when  they 
became  independent,  was  afterwards,  and  in  the 
old  Ooofedoration,  vested  in  CongreBS,  each 
State  having  an  equal  vote.  It  was  now,  in  bis 
opinion,  eiclnsively  yested  in  the  Fbbui>uit 
and  Senate,  in  ii4iioh  body  tiie  greet  and  email 
States  had  the  same  equality  of  suffrage.  The 
opinion  which  he  advanced  was  not  merely  the 
opinion  of  Rhode  Island  when  the  oonstitation 
was  adopted.  A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  already  shown  from  the  debates  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Oonvention,  that  that  Assembly  entu"- 
taincd  the  same  opinion.  He  was  sure  the 
opinion  prevailed  in  the  Convention  of  Massa- 
chusetts—he had  attended  their  debates  when 
this  part  (^  the  coostitntion  was  the  subject  of 
JUaonssion.  Ottjeotions  were  r«aed  og^nst  it, 
from  the  ind^niteness  of  the  power  vested  in 
the  PnisiDMHT  and  Senate  of  making  Treaties. 
Ko  one  suggested  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  any  control  over,  much  lees  a  partici- 
pation in  this  power.    U  waa  urged,  from  the 


wha«  It  waa    In  the  PsmmR  a 

The  BuMde  nyrwentod  theaoTweigatyirfAi 
8t«lea:  beatdea,  from  theb  small  namben,  A^ 
were  better  adapted  to  the  enrdse  of  to 
powv  In  reapeot  to  secrecy  aad  dec^atd,  » 
oeaaary  In  negotlatioiu.  OMeetiouawaetari 
on  the  groimd  of  the  poadble  abosM  to  vWi 
the  povFer  rf  mijtjng  Treatiee,  nnlinnted  ■! 
mtdconed  m  it  was,  nd^t  b«  oanied.  ISo  « 
said  the  Fuamnn  and  Senate  did  not  poati 
the  pow«r,  nor  was  it  preteoded  that  Oitgrn 
haA  anv  power  to  ooidra  IL 

He  uita  called  the  atttntkiii  if  tliiiiiiiiiiin'IW 
to  the  debate* (^ the Oonvention  oTNixdCkn- 
UuL  Ha  had  beenaHtQerartdsedtobMri 
monber  fiomtlutt  State  yestcvday  i^lwni 
amonberof  dte  Oonvtution,  and  tlot  %» 
nndsntood  that  Oonweas  ooold  eootnt  di 
PlOHDiKT  and  Senate  u  making  TtvMiH, «)  h 
aa  reqMoted  oommeroe;  the  power  of  kgUtf^ 
tat  oonunerdal  regnlatioiie  bring  prmtoCm- 
greaa.  What  orsi^  his  iorprise  wa^  ditf  ki 
Had  read  the  debateerfthe  first  OonnBtiea 
and  found  no  snoh  sentiaMuL  Hie  goitlnH 
had  ezpJalned  himself  by  aaylnfe  dicnw** 
second  OoBvenliaa  oaUed  in  that  wte,  of  vtad 
he  was  a  member,  and  there  the  doetnD«iItal>l 
to  had  been  advanced.  The  debata  c'da 
Oonrention  Hr.  B.  had  not  aem. 

Mr.  Brest  said  he  shonM  not  in  the  pnMt 
debate  touch  on  the  merits  of  the  Treaty,  vU^ 
he  conceived  fiirdgn  to  tUs  qneelicm.  Oi  t 
motion  to  ask  for  papen  with  reqiect  ts  Ai 
Treaty,  he  did  not  conceive  with  what  pioint? 
the  fitneee  ot  the  instroment  oonld  be  bri^ 
into  view. 

The  turn  whloh  the  debate  had  tskn  U 
given  rise,  he  sud,  to  an  important  oomliti' 
ti<Hial  question ;  be  did  not  believe  its  dedaca 
of  conaeonenoe  to  the  dedbion  en  the  iitHri 
motion;  but  as  the  deb^e  had  taken  that  m, 
he  shoT^d  pursue  the  same  road  in  vuvv  I" 
the  arguments  (^gentlemoL  He  lad  tliisdovi 
aa  a  sound  inference  fhxn  the  nrovisoiis  rf  A* 
oimstttation  c»  the  snUect  of  the  Treat;  pcnvi 
that  the  PamnaRT  and  Sotate  pomntberjpt 
ot  forrdng  Treatiea,  and  of  osnTing  •>  ^ 
necessary  negotiationa  with  forogn  KMDtKi; 
but  when  these  contain  stipidaliana  I'wi'K' 
relation  to  the  spedSo  poww  vested  ii  <" 
L^islatnre,  the  House  had  a  right  to  tike  Mr 
mzanoe  of  it,  and  such  a  ^:«n^  ttaH  >" 
become  the  supreme  law  of  the  Isnd  imt3  oM- 
tioned  hy  the  Lepalatnpa.  To  show  tbe  j* 
Dees  of  this  position,  he  shonld  eiHoiM  ^ 
sutjeot,  he  said,  in  a  threefold  liriit.  He  six™ 
examine  it  1^  arecnm-nce  to  the  wordsrf" 
oonstitation ;  then  to  the  opinioM  riub  p* 
vailed  as  to  its  meaning  at  the  time  it  *>■ 
framed  and  adopted ;  and,  lastly,  bs  Aimi^ 
amine  what  oonstmotion  was  best  ttlMlrtn* 
preserve  the  liberties  of  this  oonntiy.       . 

The  constitution  contains  two  dsBSii"* 
ence  to  the  Treaty-making  power.  'n**5,j 
olarea  that  the  Puamcrr,  with  tv»4»>« 
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the  Benato,  abalt  bare  pow«r  to  make  TreatlM. 
Be  promeded  to  inquire  wheUier  this  daiue 
givea  them  the  riobt  to  make  Treatiee  itia 
■qtrenke  lav  of  Qie  landt  To  determine  this  it 
■wta  DeoeBUry  to  ecamlne  the  import  ot  the 
vord  in  thoee  comitriee  where  the  Trestj  power 
had  been  fretniendT  ezeo'oiied,  and  to  oonmlt 
the  opinions  (h  the  heat  drilime.  The  general 
power  of  maUng  Treatiea  is  nnder  the  control 
of  the  ooiutitnlion.  In  denvotdo  ooDntriee, 
wliere  all  power,  Legislative,  jndltual,  and  Ex- 
ecutive, is  b  the  lunds  of  one  person,  there  the 
Treety-makiiig  power  la  withont  omtrol,  and  a 


fimltalJons  In  the 
this  prindple  mi^  he  finmd  eTcn  in  tiie  British 
QoTemment.  Tbera,  though  the  King  origi- 
salea  Treatiee,  as  the  Pbudkkt  and  Senate  do 
hera  the;  do  not  beoome  the  supreme  law  of 
Uie  land,  req>eoIiiig  Le^alative  sabjeote,  until 
ttie  oo-operatioa  of  Farboment  is  obtained. 
Thns  the  power  of  makiag  Treatiee  does  not 
imply  the  power  of  mokinK  those  Treatiee  in 
iSy  oasee  the  snpreme  law  of  the  Uod.  If  the 
Ezeontire  make  a  Treaty  involving  none  but 
Ezeontive  powen  atriotly,  then  it  beoomea  im- 
mediately  uie  mfreme  law ;  but  if  thej  contain 
proviaionfl,  whion  involve  the  L^pfdative  an- 
tiiority,  the  EieoQtive  oan  make  them  but  con- 
ditionelly,  and  they  do  not  beoome  eapreme 
mitil  the  LegUatnre  obooee  to  make  them  so. 
The  Britdeh  Govemmeot  fhnuBhee  an  example 
where  this  doctrine  has  bewi  praotiBed,  and  it 
is  by  a  lefarenoe  to  the  practice  of  oeqiotio 
Gov^mneota,  that  the  mistaken  Idea  is  taken 
np  that  all  Treaties,  as  soon  as  made,  beoome 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  olaoae  in  our 
eonstitntionjie  oondoded,  does  not  give  aathoi^ 
ity  to  Uie  Fusmmrr  and  Senate  to  make  a 
anpreme  law  of  the  land. 

When  thia  chMwe  of  the  oonstitntlon  is  com- 
pared with  the  other  parts  of  it,  it  will  be  fbnnd, 
be  said,  that  the  above  interimtation  is  Jnst; 
ibr  the  Treaij-makjng  power  is  delegated  as  a 
general  power,  while  to  Ooagreas  spedSo  powers 
are  granted.  The  rational  and  amoitted  rule  of 
oottstmction  in  theeeoasasIi^thatBpedfic power 
restrtdna  general  powers;  and  hM%  then,  the 
general  Treaty  power  most  be  reetnined  by  the 
n>eciflo  powers  of  Otaigreea.  He  admitted  that 
ttke  Ezeontjve  had  fliU  power,  under  the  general 
ftDthority  vested  in  them  by  the  oonstitntion,  to 
originate  Treatiee  and  to  carry  on  uegotiationB 
iriUt  fordgn  powers ;  but  tliat  if  the  provimons 
of  a  Treaty  so  nw>tiated  clashed  with  spedfio 
powers  granted,  Uie  antbority  ezercidng  those 
speciflo  powers  mntt  give  it  thdr  sanotion  befbre 
tt  beoomea  the  snpreme  law  of  the  land. 

He  next  tnmed  to  the  seocmd  clanse  c^  the 
oonetitnlion  respecting  IVeatiee,  which  had  been 
noticed  in  the  debate.  It  says,  that  the  consti- 
totion,  lawij  and  Treatiee,  sImII  bo  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land ;  and  gentlemen  contend,  ho  re- 
marked, that  though  the  first  danae  does  not 


make  the  Treatiee  entered  into  by  the  Ezeontive 
the  snprsme  law  of  the  land,  yet  that  this  does; 
but  its  obvions  and  rally  meamng,  when  the 
whole  of  it  ia  taken  into  view,  is,  that  the  Oon- 
stitnlJtm,  lews,  and  Treatiee  of  the  United  States 
are  only  meant  to  be  declared  anpreme  to  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  the  individual  Statea.  It 
is  admitted,  as  a  sound  rnleof  omistmotion,  that 
to  disoover  the  true  meaning  of  ai^  instmment, 
it  is  fidr  to  have  reoonrse  to  the  existing  dr- 
cnmetancee  that  prodnoed  it.  When  the  oon- 
sUtntion  was  formed,  it  was  under  a  strong 
Impreasion  of  the  inoonvenlenoe*  experienced 
nnder  the  Confederation,  when  great  obstmctiMi 
was  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 'maty  power,  by 
the  Stat«e  refnsing  to  car^  into  ezecutitm  thoae 
agreed  to  bv  the  oonstitnlicHial  antbority.  Thia 
was  the  evil  the  fiamraa  of  the  ocmstitntion  had 
in  view  when  they  Inserted  this  daose,  and  it 
has  no  relatian  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government,  which  stand  predsely  in  the  same 
ritnation  with  or  withont  it  It  doea  not  de- 
clare that  Treatiea  shall  abrogate  laws,  bnt  that 
the  Statea  shall  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
throw  impedimmts  in  the  way  of  their  execu- 
tion. Ttie  wwds  of  the  ooufltitotion  oannot  be 
understood  otherwise  than  that  the  oonstito- 
tion,  laws,  and  Treaties,  shall  exist  together;  it 
does  net  wy  that  a  Treaty  shall  repeu  a  law,  or 
a  law  repeal  a  treaty.  Then  the  constitntloo 
oert^nly  contemplated  that  they  never  shonld 
be  in  opposiUon,  for  contradiotory  and  oppoung 
lawB  cannot  exist  at  the  same  time;  if  they  ex- 
ist at  the  same  time,  they  cannot  be  in  opposi- 
tion to  eooh  other.  If  it  can  I>e  supposed  that 
the  PaEsmmrr  and  Senate  can  make  a  Trealj  in 
opposition  to  a  law  <rf  the  Legislature,  and  yet 
both  the  Treaty  and  the  law  be  at  the  same  l£ne 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  an  absm^y  ia 
supposed.  Bnt  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  House 
shaU  have  a  partidpatioa  In  the  business  of 
Treatiea,  in  caao)  whkb  Invt^Ta  the  Le^slatlve 
authorial  then  the  words  of  the  constitution 
beoome  inteOigible,  and  both  Treatiee  and  laws 
may  l>e  at  the  same  time  the  supreme  law  of  the 

Oentiemen  say,  that  Treatiea,  ^pso  faeto,  re- 
peal anterior  laws  cladiing  with  their  provi- 
sions :  they  aay,  that  the  oonstitntion,  laws,  and 
Treaties,  stand  upon  the  same  footing  in  the 
oonstitntion,  being  all  declared  the  snpreme  law 
of  the  land.  If  Treatiea  oan  repeal  laws,  then 
laws  can  repeal  the  constitutiw,  for  the  seoond 
(laws)  are  to  the  first  (oonstitntion)  what  tha 
third  (Treaties)  are  to  the  seoond  (laws)';  then, 
also,  b;  parity  of  roastming.  Treaties  may  repeal 
the  constitution.  If  all  stand  oa  the  same  footr 
ing,  and  the  preoeduice  ia  aocor^ng  to  the  p«^t 
of  time,  the  last  alwm  prevaiUng,  then  TrMtiea 
may  change  the  fbndamental  prindplee  of  oor 
Government;  then  the  FassroKNT  ud  Senate, 
by  entering  into  stipnlations  with  a  foreign 
government,  may  pve  us  a  monarchy,  may  con- 
vert our  PBEsrozKT  into  a  king,  and  onr  Senate 
into  a  nobility ;  for,  say  the  genUemen,  Treatiea 
are  the  law  of  the  land  as  well  as  the  e 
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tioD,  mA  ft  subaeqnent  law  repMli  thow  whidi 
•re  interior.  Bat  th«M  poeinons  we  bbe  In  all 
their  parts ;  k  1>w  or  s  Tre&ty  ounot  repeal  the 
oonstitDtioD,  nor  can  a  Treaty  repeal  a  taw.  If 
the  manner  in  which  the  three  wotda  are 
placed  in  the  coostitatloa  u  to  have  any  forre, 
It  wonld  not  fcvor  the  constroction  of  the  gentle- 
men ;  they  conteod  for  the  BapreraaoT  of  Trea- 
tiei,  whereas  Trestiee  are  hurt  named,  and  the 
tme  oonstmction  from  thii  aooroe  would  be  the 
rererse,  when  there  waa  cladnng.  He  next  ad- 
Terted  to  the  lengiha  to  which  Uie  mode  of  hi- 
terpretjttion  oontended  for  by  the  gentlemen 
wonld  carry  them.  It  waa  never  Intended,  he 
aaserted,  by  the  people,  when  they  ln«tital«d 
this  Govemroent,  that  the  Treat;  power  ahonld 
potsMB  thiB omnipotence.  Itwu  never  intend- 
ed that  the  PaiaiDurr  and  Senate  ahonld  have 
It  in  their  power  to  effect  a  radical  change  in 
onr  OoTentment,  and  adpnlate  with  a  foreign 
nation  for  a  guarantee  of  the  change.  I«w8 
contrary  to  the  oonatitntion  are  nngatory,  and 
Treaties  contrary  to  exiBting  laws,  the  same ; 
became,  when  in  that  stage,  they  are  not  oon- 
elnded  under  the  authority  of  the  United  Statce, 
bnt  are  only  so  (and  then  there  is  no  longer  any 
dashing)  when  once  they  have  received  the 
MnoCioD  of  the  Legislature.  From  the  above, 
he  concluded  that  the  Pbhtdkkt  and  Benate 
originate  Treatiea,  and  that  the  Legislature  to  a 
oeitiUn  extent  ahonld  exercise  a  check  upon  this 
power.  And  upon  these  prindplea  the  British 
Treaty  is  not  the  snpreme  law  of  the  land  nntil 
a  dedsion  on  it  waa  nad  in  the  Legislature. 

Ur.  FnTDLAT.— It  seems  to  he  agreed  by  Ixitli 
parties  that  the  express  words  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  will  not  support  either  porition  withont  a 
liberty  of  oonstruction.  Hie  difference  of  opin- 
ion is  now  conQned  to  what  oonstmotion  b  most 
agreeable  to  the  general  principles  of  the  oon- 
stitntion. 

That  the  oonstmetion  which  givee  the  ftillest 
scope  to  all  the  powers  vested  la  the  different 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  which,  by 
ocHnbining  their  operation,  is  the  best  calculated 
fbr  the  preservation  of  the  Government  itaelf, 
oflbrs  fi^rest  to  be  the  tme  one,  cannot  reason- 
al^  be  doubted. 

The  Ltoislative  powers,  to  regulste  commerce 
with  fordgn  nations,  to  levy  taxes,  appropriate 
■noqej,  A».,  are  spedflcally  veeted  in  Congress, 
and  as  depoated  in  the  Legislature,  are  secnred 
by  numerous  negative  checks,  declaring  what 
things  Onngreis  ahall  not  do,  and  gnards  regu- 
lating the  manner  in  which  it  shall  exerdae  its 
powers  on  the  proper  ecl^eota. 

The  Treaty-maliing  power  is  not  vested  in 
Ooo^reas ;  the  negotutjng  part  of  making  Trea- 
ties IS  partly  of  an  Executive  nature,  and  can  be 
most  conveniently  exercised  by  that  department, 
end  is,  therefore,  vested  in  the  PsianiKirr  ana 
Benate.  The  Pesati^KT  shall  have  the  power 
to  make  Treaties,  two-thirds'  c^  the  Benate 
agredng  therewith. 

Even  tlie  power  of  negotiating,  which  in- 
elndee  the  timing  of  Treaties,  the  appt^tment 
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of  Ebvovs,  andinatnoting  Uiem,  and  ■ppront 
of  Treaties,  so  br  as  to  present  tl>em  br  itHt 
cation,  are  powNs  of  great  iroporiante,  nd 
may  pnt  the  Oovwnment  in  sndi  drctuDstnm 
as  to  render  it  expedient  to  rali^  a  Tns^, 
which,  if  it  had  not  been  agreed  to  by  the  ■»- 
gotiating  agents,  it  would  have  rqeded— « 
powers  of  great  uopmtanoe  of  tbaiHel<ne;  tat 
It  is  acknowledged  that  more  than  this  ia  tmDJ 
by  tiie  constitution  in  the  Trea^-makingptnraL 

The  power  of  makhig  treatfee  is  admitted  to 
be  so  extensive  as  to  embraoe  bQ  satijedxiiaiit 
under  the  law  of  nations,  (hr  seonring  amity  nd 
friendship  betwixt  natitHU,  and  fw  tlie  motul 
protection  <rf  the  citizens  in  their  cofnsfKBl- 
enoe  with  each  other.  Authority  fiv  this  pn- 
poee  is  not  vested  In  Ooogres  smoog  the  aa- 
merated  powen,  hat  exprenly  pveo  to  Ih* 
PsnnwHT  and  Senate ;  therefore,  Treatiei  to 
this  extent,  ratified  under  tb^  anthm'tr.  *n  tba 
laws  of  the  land,  according  to  the  eoaatituticB. 

The  Mwers  qiedfioally  vested  In  Oongieam 
BO  explidtly  checked  and  gnarded  as  te  fcm 
an  unequivocal  limitation  to  the  Treaty-oukiig 
power,  when  It  extends  to  powers  spedAcaltf 
vested  in  the  Lepslature,  eonaiBting  (^  tM 
Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentstives,  with  Ih* 
iy>pTObation  of  the  Pkcbidbnt. 

The  L^islsture  cannot  traaafer  its  tisMotiil 
powers,  nor  evade  them ;  the  exwcise  irfits  pi- 
vilegee  it  may  dispense  with,  but  if  it  nay  dis- 
pense with  or  transfer  any  one  Legiwaliw 
power,  it  may,  on  the  Bsme  priuriple,  dispeiM 
with  or  transfer  every  power  with  which  it  ii 
vested,  and  for  the  exercise  of  which  the  Le^ 
lature  only  are  responnble. 

The  Eiecntive  cannot  annme  or  exerdae  UT 
power  expressly  vested  in  the  Legislatnie.  u 
the  Executive  may,  by  an  estMidon  of  Ita 
Treaty-making  power,  regulate  commwee,iaib 
laws  to  raise  and  appropriate  money,  ^  % 
which  is  the  same  thhig,  command  laws  to  b* 
made  for  carrying  Treaties,  which  interfsre  ^ 
the  Legislative  powen,  into  e^ct ;  or  if^  si  !■ 
contended,  the  Legislature  has  no  moral  poW 
of  discretion,  no  power  to  reftase  to  make  law 
to  carry  Treaties  into  effect,  or  evM  tajfonna" 
opinion  on  the  goodnese  or  badness  of  l^esfa^ 
when  they  relate  to  powers  explidtly  iolro** 
to  its  deliberation :  on  the  ssme  pttedple  lU 
Legislative  discretion  may  be  Mt««iaed  by  ^ 
Treaty-making  power  without  regard  to  (ha 
constitutional  gnards  provided  to  prevent  tba 
sbnaee  of  those  powers.  For  thwe  {§  no  Lcgii- 
lative  power  vested  in  Congress  bnt  what  fflW 
be  either  directly  or  indirectly  exerdsed  bj  tM 
Treaty-making  power. 

If  the  Treaty-making  power  is  admitted  to 
the  extent  pleaded  for,  and  the  spedfe  P^*** 
vested  b  Oongren  are  admitted  in  the  oMt 
in  which  they  are  nnequivocally  exiHcawd/aa 
are  rednoed  to  a  dUnnma,  and  the  ocmalitiwa 
Is  neoessarllv  admitted  to  have  institiiled  tm 
Interfering  Legisladv*  anthorilka,  actia;  >■ 
direct  competition  with  eadi  other  on  the  "oa 
mt^eols,  and  both  making  sqireme  lawi  c'  »* 
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land;  which  though  they  maj  be  Domiaollf 
distinct,  have  the  Huoe  effect  on  tbe  dtiiens, 
"vrith  this  di^renoe  only,  th&t  we  maj  be  re- 
lieved from  the  oppresMon  of  laws  by  a  repeal 
of  them,  hot  cannot  be  relieved  from  the  hard- 
ships resniting  from  a  Treaty,  wiHiont  thh  oaa- 
Bent  of  another  notion. 

In  advocatioft  the  reaolDtion  before  the  com- 
mittee, we  admit  a  reasonable  latitude  to  both 
the  Le^slatire  and  Treaty-mnking  powers. 
Where  tlM  Treaty-making  power  extends  itself 
to  express  L^isMtive  objects,  and  where  Legis- 
lative aid  ia  absolatelj  neoessary  t«  carry  the 
Ti-oatj  into  effect,  we  contend  that  the  Legisla- 
ture in  making  snch  laws,  exercise  that  moral 
potver  that  is  nec«gsary  for  legislating  in  all 
other  cases,  and  are  no^redaced  to  the  aitoniion 
of  an  execative  ofBoer,  or  mere  treasorers  of  the 
United  StatM.  In  this  ease,  we  say,  that  the 
powers  are  not  Intended  to  make  war  with 
each  other;  that  the  departments  onght  to  con- 
oar  in  the  exerdse  of  them.  This  method  pre- 
Bcrvea  the  exercise  of  both  powers  in  their  pro- 
per places;  the  other  destroys  the  LegislatiTe 
■othority  which  fa,  by  the  oonstitntjnn,  the 
most  explicitly  vested,  and  precisely  guarded. 

Mr.  SiOTH,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  he  had 
not  intended  to  have  delivered  his  sentiments 
on  the  qneation  beftire  the  committee,  but  as  he 
did  not  fully  agree  in  opinion  with  any  gentle- 
man who  had  spoken,  it  became  necessaiy  for 
him  to  ezpreea  the  grounds  of  his  miinion.  This 
he  would  do  as  briefly  as  poaable.  * 

As  tbis  qnestion  involved  the  oonstitntional 
powers  of  the  Honse,  he  viewed  it  as  important ; 
It  was  a  delicate  qnestion.  We  were  called 
npon  to  dedde  as  to  onr  own  powers.  For  these 
reasons  he  thonght  that  the  disonssion  ghonld 
b«  oondocted  with  moderation,  coolness,  and 
candor ;  that  sneh  a  temper  was  most  favorable 
to  trnth.  HowoTer  gentlemen  might  differ,  he 
observed,  on  other  sabjeola,  In  this  we  are  all 
agreed,  that,  in  finniog  otir  Judgments  on  all 
anot)  qaeatione,  tjie  oonstitation  must  be  onr 
•ole  guide.  It  was  thia  iostmment,  be  said, 
which  defluee  the  powers  given  to  the  General 
Ooverament,  and  which  distribntes  these  powers 
among  the  several  departments.  If  the  consti- 
tution had  not  assigned  to  each  its  peculiar 
portion  of  power,  these  departments,  Uke  the 
original  elementa,  wonld  be  engaged  in  a  perpe- 
tual war  for  power.  All  would  be  conmsion, 
disorder,  and  anarchy.  He  proposed,  in  the 
first  place,  to  give  wHat  he  conceived  to  be  ^e 
true  erMritira  of  the  constitution,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Treaties  in  general.  He  should  then,  he 
Hdd,  state  as  oorreotly  as  possible  the  expodtion 
or  constrnetion  of  the  constitution  contended 
ftpT  by  the  getitleman  opposed  to  him.  He 
lamoited  that  he  could  not  do  this  wiUi  greater 
•eouraoy.  The  gentlemen  bad  not  agreed  unons 
themselves.  He  could  only  state  what  seemed 
to  be  the  general  cnrrmt  of  opinion.  The  con- 
struction which  he  advocated  was,  that,  by  the 
Oonetitntion  of  the  United  Sutfis,  the  power  of 
taakiug  l^etiies  ia  exolnctvely  vested  in  the 


Pbbbit>knt  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate.  That 
this  power  extends  to  all  kinds  of  Treaties — ot 
PeaM,  of  Alliance,  of  Amity,  of  Commeroe  and 
Kavigation,  and  embraces  all  those  subjects, 
and  comprehends  all  those  objects,  whinh  can 
with  propriety  be  the  suyect  of  convention  or 
compact  between  nations ;  that  is,  every  thing 
in  which  they  have  a  mntnal  or  common  inter- 
est That  a  compact  so  made  which  does  not 
change  the  constitation,  and  which  does  not 
palpably  and  manifestly  betrsy  or  sacrifice  the 
private  interests  of  the  State,  (which  i»  invalid 
on  natural  principles,)  is  binding  on  the  nation 
without  any  sanction  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  That  such  a  Treaty  is  by 
the  conetitntion  paramount  to  the  constitation 
and  laws  of  the  several  States ;  that  the  Judges 
in  the  several  States  are  hound  to  obey  it.  That 
it  is  by  the  reason  and  natore  of  the  thing  partt- 
monnt  to  a  law  of  the  United  States,  and  abro- 
gates and  annuls  all  pre-existing  laws  contrary 
to  it,  and,  aa  long  as  it  remains  in  force,  Umlta 
and  restricts  the  power  of  the  Legialatnre 
of  the  United  States  to  pass  any  laws  in  con- 
travention of  it.  That,  when  such  a  Treaty 
requires  money  to  be  provided,  or  rather  Legis- 
lative acts  to  be  performed,  it  is  the  dnty  of  the 
LegisUtnre  to  provide  and  appropriate  the 
mon^  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  their  duty 
to  provide  and  appr^riate  money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  onr  debts.  That  the  nation  must  Jndge 
whether  it  be  oonstitntionally  formed  or  not; 
whether  the  stipulations  contuned  in  it  be  such 
as  In  good  &ith  they  are  bound  to  execute,  and 
whether  any  drcumstoncw  have  hiq)pened 
which  wonld  Justify  a  non-observance  of  it. 
That  on  tliese  snbjeots  tbey  must  eierdse  a 
sound  discretioo.  That  neither  the  nation,  nor 
any  departments  of  the  Government,  are  at 
liberty  to  rj^eot  a  Treaty  merely  because  it  ia  a 
hard  bugain. 
The  doctrine  on  the  other  side  is —  , 

That  the  power  to  make  Treaties  islindted  to 
such  ottjeots  as  are  not  comprehended  and  in- 
cluded in  the  specified  powers  given  to  CongreM 
by  die  constitution ;  or,  that  a  Treaty  whiob 
comprehends  or  embraces  any  ench  oiyect  is  not 
valid ;  tliat  is,  not  the  supreme  law  of  the  land^ 
until  the  House  of  Bepresentativee  have  added 
tbeir  sanction  to  it ;  or,  if  this  he  not  admitted, 
that  the  House  of  Representativea,  by  the  theory 
of  onr  constitntion,  have  check  on  the  Treaty- 
making  power,  in  provldingand  appropriating 
money  necessary  to  cany  a  Treaty  into  effect ; 
which  power,  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  they 
possess ;  and  thus  in  this  way  control  the  doings 
of  the  PaieiDKirr  and  Senate,  and  can  r^ect  a 
Tre^,  or  at  least  certain  parts  of  it.  Tbit 
they  can  and  ought  to  do  this  if  tbey  believe 
the  Treaty  to  be  a  had  one,  though  not  injurious 
in  an  extreme,  such  aa  manifesUy  betraying  or 
sacrificing  the  private  interest  of  the  State, 
(which  by  tixa  law  of  Kations  nullifies  sach  a 
compact,)  and  which  on  all  hands  wonld  readily 
be  admitted  as  a  snfficivit  cause  for  rrfku^  to 
can;  it  into  execution. 
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Mr.  WiLLUM  Ltkas  begin  with  remarkiiig, 
Hut  the  ^ntlemen  opposed  to  the  reeolution 
had  ftt  first  ccntended,  that  the  Honae  had  not 
k  ooDstitatioDal  right  to  require  papers  of  the 
I^eoutive,  reUUTe  to  any  sutijeot  whatever; 
and  that  if  a  reqniffltion  waa  made,  it  would  be 
discretionar;  with  the  ExeontiTe,  whether  it 
shonld  be  comj^ed  with  or  noL 

To  this  he  replied,  that  the  Honae  poneawd 
the  power  of  impeaohiiient  aolely,  and  tb«t  this 
aDthori^  oertainlj  Implied  Ute  right  to  inqieot 
every  paper  and  tranaaotioa  in  any  department 
otherwise  the  power  of  impeadiment  ooold 
never  be  exeroiaed  with  any  wect  Bnt  not  to 
rely  solely  on  this,  be  recollected  one  caae^  he 
aaid,  perftotly  in  point,  which  was  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  former  Secretary  of  State 
(Ur.  Jxvfkrson}  with  the  British  Uinister,  oom- 
mnnicated  to  the  Honae.  From  dates  and  re- 
fereacee,  there  appeared  in  that  correepondeoce 
a  chaam.  The  Hooae,  therefore,  pawed  a  reeo- 
tntion  requesting  the  Eiecntive  to  lay  before 
tbem  what  had  been  omitted ;  and  f^uiher,  the 
reeotntiOQ  in  that  case  was  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman fh>m  Booth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  who 
waa  now  «o  vehemently  opposed  to  the  present. 


of  the  Honae  ever  unoe  the  oraanizatiDn  of  the 
Government;  they  had  called  for  pi4>era  and 
Information  whenever  it  was  Jadoed  expedient ; 
and  he  asserted,  that  the  House  nad  the  fblleet 
right  to  the  poaeesuon  of  any  papers  in  the 
Exeontive  department;  they  were  constituted 
the  especial  guardians  of  the  people  for  that 
porpoee ;  and  he  woold  nndertake  to  aay,  that 
this  waa  the  fint  time  it  had  ever  been  oontro- 

In  order  to  asoertain  the  powers  of  the  House, 
he  would  advert  to  the  constitution.  In  the 
first  article  and  first  section,  it  was  declared, 
"that  all  legislative  powers  therein  granted, 
were  veeted  in  a  Oongreae,  to  consist  of  a  Ben- 
ate  and  HoQse  of  Representatives;"  and  in  the 
eighth  section  of  the  same  article,  the  powers 

Cted  were  defined  and  specified,  sncfi  as  to 
uid  collect  taxes,  borrow  money,  regulate 
commerce,  and  to  exerdse  other  important 
powers  enumerated  in  the  several  olanaea  of 
that  important  seotioa  He  said  it  was  nnnft- 
cessary  to  read  them,  as  they  had  been  so  fre- 
qnently  referred  to  in  the  course  ofthe  debate; 
but  he  would  request  sentleraen  to  pause  and 
reflect  whether  it  could  be  snpposed  that  this 
section  was  not  to  be  efficacious  and  operative  ; 
was  it  poBsibly  conceivable  that  a  section  so 
definite  snd  90  important  had  been  introduced 
in  the  constitation  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
being  nallified  and  rendered  nugatory  by  a  sub- 
sequent Hrtiele  or  section !  The  very  suppod- 
tion,  he  said,  appeared  to  him  the  height  of 
absnrdiiy,  and  an  affront  to  common  sense ;  and 
yet  this  would  be  the  case,  if  the  doctrines  adr 
vaaced  were  true,  viz:  that  Treaties,  when 
made  and  ratified  by  the  Pusmssr  and  Ben- 
ate,  were  supreme  taw,  and  that  they  controlled 


and  repealed  all  laws  that  stood  in  Qtar  w^. 
Congress  could  nalher  regulate  ctHnmeret^ 
borrow  money,  prescribe  rules  of  natnrallatiai, 
nor  legislate  on  any  other  sntject,  became  the 
PuBBiDEn;  and  Senate,  by  Treaty,  wonld  alre- 
gate  them  alL  It  was  in  vain  to  ocmsnh  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives  in  the  fbnnatjom  of 
laws,  if  they  thus  were  liable  to  be  annulled  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  Prbsidkkt  and  Senatci.  The 
preaent  question,  he  said,  waa  nj>t,  whether  tha 
House  ahonld  nwke  Trestiee,  bnt  whether  fiie 
FsuiDKm  and  Senate  shoidd  moke  laws ;  ill 
the  power  ocntended  for  on  Uie  part  of  ttM 
House  was  the  power  of  self-prcaervation;  it 
was  a  repelUng  power,  a  power  to  prevHittbe 
Pkksidxnt  and  Senate,  under  tho  oolor  of  mik- 
ing Ti«atiee,  &om  making  all  the  laws.  A  gok- 
tieman  from  OonnecticA  (Mr.  Gkihwou))  hid 
said,  that  the  Legislative  power  occupied  all 
ground,  and  was  vested  in  Congress;  and  that 
the  Treaty-maldng  power  occupied  ^  gronnd, 
and  was  vested  in  (he  Pbbsidknt  and  Senate ; 
and  that  although  Congress,  who  were  the 
agenta  for  the  people^  should  make  laws,  jet, 
that  the  Pbisident  and  Senate,  who  were  abo 
their  agents,  might,  by  Treaty,  repeal  thrfa. 
This,  Ur.  L.  said,  contradicted  a  sound  axiom, 
and  one  he  had  never  before  heard  controvat- 
ed,  viz:  that  it  reqtured  the  same  power  to 
repeal  as  to  make  a  law.  Sach  inoongmiiiee  a) 
the  gentleman  had  advanced,  Mr.  I_  said,  ooold 
never  be  reduced  to  nroctice ;  t«o  persona  ooold 
not  be  poflssKed  flilly  and  oompfetely  <it  the 
some  thing  and  at  the  same  time.  The  eentle- 
man  could  never reconoilehispositiona,  Uie  one 
wonld  certainly  defeat  the  other ;  npon  his  eco- 
struction,  the  Treaty-making  power  must  abanti 
the  Legislative  power,  or  the  Legislative  power 
wonld  absorb  the  Treaty-making  power. 

It  ^ipeared,  therefore,  to  him,  that  conslita- 
tjons,  taws,  and  all  writings,  ought  to  re- 
ceive such  interpretation  and  oonstructjon  as  to 
render  them  consistent  with  themaelvee ;  and 
that  it  was  highly  presumptive  a  oonstructiMi 
was  erroneous  when  it  produced  an  abeurd  con- 
cluMon.  If  the  several  parte  of  the  constits- 
tion  were  compared  and  critically  examined, 
the  determination  mnst  be,  that,  uthou^  the 
FnssiDBNT  and  Senate  could  make  Treaties,  yet 
it  oonld  not  be  int«nded,  those  Treaties  that 
entrenched  on  the  specific  Legislative  puwersef 
Congress,  nnless  wi^i  their  concurrence  snd 
consent;  otherwise,  it  followed,  that,  althoo^ 
the  three  branches  were  consulted  in  the  enact- 
ing lavrs,  two  might  repeal  them.  Tint  it  had 
been  asserted  that  this  power,  insisted  np(»i  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  was  a  novel  doctrine, 
introduoed  merely  upon  the  spur  of  the  preeent 
occasion ;  notwithstanding  which,  it  hod  been 
proved  by  several  gentlemen  who  liad  spokoi 
upon  the  question,  that  this  interpretation  nm 
given  to  the  constitution  in  most  of  the  State 
Conventions  at  the  time  of  its  adoption :  that 
the  aame  interpretation  had  al^m  been  givm, 
at  that  time,  by  the  writers  both  for  and  against 
its  adoption.     It  bod  appeared,  from  t^  ex- 
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tnwts  of  Doblications  at  that  period,  that  what- 
8TW  mignt  have  been  the  diversity  of  opinion 
In  other  reepeots  relative  to  the  oonstitntion, 
that,  in  thia  oonstmotion,  at  least,  both  its 
friends  and  oppoeera  perfectly  egre^.  Thia 
principle,  tbenj  being  thns  settled  and  nnder- 
atood,  it  renuuned  (mly  to  show  that  it  had 
been  invariablT  admitted  and  recognized  from 
tlie  first  orgMUzation  of  the  GoTemmeDt  nntil 
this  time.  The  first  Treaty  that  had  been 
msdo  nnder  this  oonstitution,  he  said,  was  that 
with  the  Greek  Indians,  in  the  year  1789 ;  pre- 
viously to  the  makiiig  of  which,  the  Psbbidkht 
commnnioat«d  the  anbjeot  to  Oonsrees;  an 
extract  fnaa  which  oommtmieatton  he  voold 
read,  via :  "  If  it  should  be  the  Jndgment  of 
Oongress,  that  it  would  he  moat  expedient  to 
terminate  all  differences  in  the  Southern  dis- 
trict, and  to  lay  the  fouudalion  for  ftitore  oon- 
fidence  by  an  amicable  Treaty  with  the  Indian 
tribea  in  that  quarter,  I  think  proper  to  sug- 
geeL"  &c.  Here,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  wished  it 
might  be  particularly  noticed,  that  this  snljeot 
waa  expressly  referred  to  the  Judgment  of  Oon- 
gresa  to  det«rmine  on  its  expediency  or  inex- 
pediency, and  for  what  purpose,  he  wonld  aak, 
waa  it  referred  t  If  the  B^iate  and  Psbsidxht 
possessed  the  fUl  power  of  making  Treaties, 
there  could  be  no  occasion  for  consulting  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  yet,  in  thia  caae, 
the  first  that  presented  itself,  it  had  been  con- 
ceived necessary.  In  oonaeqnence  of  this  com- 
mnnication,  CoDgress  had  judged  it  expedient 
to  hold  the  Treaty ;  and  on  the  20th  of  August, 
the  same  year,  enacted  a  law  in  whidt  the  sum 
of  twenty  thonsand  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  that  purpose ;  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
the  PRSsmKHT  appointed  Oommissioners  and 
gave  them  inatruotiona.  which  instmctiona  had 
been  also  oomninnicatea  to  Oongreee,  from  which 
he  would  also  read  one  paragraph ;  it  waa  as 
follows :  "  Yon  will  observe  that  the  whole  snm 
that  can  be  constitutionally  expended  for  the 
proposed  Treaty  shall  not  exceed  twenty  thon- 
sand dollars."  On  this,  he  said,  any  commen- 
tary waa  ttnneoeeaary,  as  the  principle  that  the 
Legislative  power  operated  to  restrain  the  power 
of  making  Treaties,  was  so  folly  and  eiplidtly 
recognized  and  admitted  by  the  Pbbmdbnt 
himself  By  pushing  inquiry  further,  it  wonld 
be  found  that,  m  January,  1790,  in  conseqnenoe 
of  oommnnications  from  the  Eieontive  which 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  a  re- 
port made  thereon,  the  Hoise  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolntion,  to  wit:  "That  provision 
ought  to  be  made  by  law  for  holding  a  Treaty 
with  the  Wabash,  Miami,  and  other  Indian  trib^ 
north-west  of  the  river  Ohio."  In  March  fol- 
lowing, a  law  was  made,  the  litie  of  which  was 
"  An  act  entitied  an  act  providing  for  holding 
a  Treaty  to  establiah  peace  with  certain  Indian 
tribes." 

Id  March,  1791,  the  snm  of  twenty  thonsand 
dollars  was  appropriated  for  obtaining  a  recog- 
nition of  the  Treaty  with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco.     In  March,  1793,  one  hondrad  thon- 


sand dollars  were  appropriated  to  defray  tbe 
expense  of  a  Treaty  with  the  IndW  tribes 
north-west  of  the  river  Ohio. 

Thns  it  was  apparent  that  laws  had  alwaya 

ten  deemed  neceesary  to  provide  for  holding 
Treaties  and  for  defraying  the  eipensea 
thereof.* 

March  17. — In  Committee  of  tie  "Whole,  on 
Mr.  LrvntosToir'B  resolution. 

Mr.  Bebd  said,  he  saw  no  neoessity  for  the 
papers  referred  to  in  the  resolntaon.  If  the 
constitutionality  yf  the  Treaty  should  be  qne»- 
tioned,  or  the  propriety  of  making  ^propria- 
tions,  these  questions,  he  conceived,  mnrt  be 
determined  by  oompanng  the  Treaty  with  tiie 
constitution,  and  by  attending  to  those  stipnla- 
tiona  contained  in  the  Treaty  itsel£ 

It  was  not  his  intention  to  have  troubled  the 
committee  by  speaking  on  this  occasion;  bnt 
perceiving  that  some  gentlemen,  in  the  oonrae 
of  the  debate,  had  gone  further  into  the  oppo- 
site extremes  than  he  waa  prepared  at  present 
to  follow  them,  he  felt  as  if  he  oaght  to  expreea 
his  own  sentiments  with  re^gsrd  to  the  con- 
stitntional  rights  of  that  House  relative  to  the 
Treaty  in  question.  The  Treaty  was  undoubt- 
edly negotiated,  ratified,  and  promulgated  by 
constitutional  authority.  The  PsEsinBNT,  with 
the  advioe  and  coneenti  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate,  was,  iu  his  opinion,  nnqnestionably  that 
anthonty  which  the  United  State*  had  author- 
ized to  make  Treaties.  Bnt  still  it  seemed  taken  ,- 
for  granted  that  some  agency  of  that  House,  in 
its  L^slative  capacity,  would  be  needed  in 
order  to  carry  the  aforesaid  Treaty  into  effect. 
A  question,  therefore,  arose,  viz:  Was  that 
House,  in  all  snch  cases,  bound  and  obliged  to 
put  BO  implicit  and  absolute  a  confidence  in  the 
Executive  or  in  Treaties  as  wonld  render  it  en- 
tirely unneoeesary  to  have  any  opinion  of  their 
own  about  them,  or  the  probable  conseqnenoes 
of  their  operation  t  For  his  part,  if  be  had 
never  seen  the  Treaty  in  contemplation,  and 
were  perfecfly  ignorant  of  its  contents,  or,  if  he 
fully  believed,  as  a  citizen,  that  it  was  unoonsti- 
tntional,  or  calculated  to  min,  or  very  materi- 
ally injure  the  country,  he  should  not  think 
himself  jusliflable  in  voting  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney for  the  purpose  of  carrjing  it  into  effeoL 
It  had  been  conceded  by  gentiemen  that  if  a 
Treaty  were  evidenUy  unconstitutional,  it  wonld 
not  be  wrong  to  withhold  appropriations;  and 

■  Thl«  ooniM  vu  long  followed,  do  InAIu  Treitj  bcllf 
leld  >iMpt  uthorlud  tif  (o  ict  of  Congnoi,  wUeh  *m 
tli0  Lfl^latlTfl  oouwiit  to  the  fnziti  oT  taoaej  whloh  tod 
Tmdst  Tinully  eonUln,  ud  tor  tba  pirmfnt  of  vblah  ui 
Act  of  CoogreH  would  tw  Deotaau7.  Add  in  the  two  great 
cu«  of  leqnlrlng  fcwipi  torrHorr,  (LoutsLnni  sod  Florid!,) 
tmder  Piealdeati  eonlempotsr;  with  the  fomutloii  tl  th* 
DOnatltatioQ,  Mid  vhlah  required  lnrgB  ippropriitlons  to 
cany  them  Into  effect,  the  eopKUt  of  the  Legislative  braoeh 
of  the  GoTarninent  wu  Bought  and  obtained  before  the  Eie- 
eutlra  began  to  act— the  law  Id  both  aam  Driglnatlag  In  the 
HoDie  of  BepiHtatatlTaa  u  the  proper  InlUatoiy  bnneb 
vbeb  motief  waA  to  be  pal4l,whlch  the  people  would  bMf9 
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he  oonceired  Uiat  a  Treaty  might  poadbt  j  be 
ii^tiriouB  in  its  effeota  as  to  jnstiiy  snch  a  me 
sure.    Snpporing  anoh  a  powible  event  should 
ever  aotualljr  happen,  did  not  the  rJKhtof  reflis- 
hiK  to  legislate  in  SDpport  of  the  taia  Treatj 
ydve   the   right  of  preTioosly  eiamining   all 
Treaties  which  need  the  aid  of  the  Legiala- 
tnre,  and  of  judging  fbr  themselves  whether  it 
woald  be  proper  or  improper  to  make  laws  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  them  into  effect! 

In  making  Treaties  the  Eiecative  would 
hb  own  discretion,  keeping  within  the  limits 
preacribed  for  him  by  the  constitntlou.  In 
making  laws  the  L^tslatnre  mnet  use  their 
own  discretion,  always  keeping  within  thoee 
limits  and  bounds  wldch  the  constitution  had 
fixed  for  them.  He  said,  the  discretionary 
right  here  contended  for  was  not  the  right  of 
doing  wrong;  it  was  not  the  right  of  violating 
the  oonstitntion  ;  it  was  not  the  right  of  sup- 
porting a  Treaty  which  ought  to  be  d^ested,  nor 
of  defeating  a  Treatj  which  ought  to  be  sup- 
ported; hut^  Mraply  the  right  of  judging  for 
thentseivea,  whether  they  ooght,  bj  their  o^ 
act  and  deed,  in  the  character  of  Legislators, 
qipmpriate  by  law  such  sums  of  money 
voald  be  needed  in  order  to  support  an  eristing 
'  Treaty,  all  things  and  dronrastanoes  relating 
thereto  being  suitably  examined  and  properly 
oonsidered.  Perhaps  it  wonld  be  object«d,  that 
the  constitution  nowhere  expressly  gave  the 
L^iststors  that  right.  He  answered,  the  ri^t 
was  not  precluded,  bat  Implied,  and,  in  some 
respects,  evidently  one  of  the  original  and  es- 
sential rights  of  man;  a  law  of  nature,  prior  and 
anperior  to  all  other  laws;  a  law  never  to  be 
tranwreseed  in  any  station  whatsoever.  Indi- 
vidu^B,  in  many  oasee  at  least,  had  a  right  to 
exercise  their  own  discretion  with  respect  to 
the  propriety  of  submitting  to  a  civil  law  or  of 
risking  the  penalty,  the  consequence  of  disobe- 
dience ;  and,  as  a  branch  of  the  Legislature,  he 
believed  they  had  a  right  to  deliberate  and  oon- 
■nlt,  among  other  thmg^  the  eipedienoy  and 
dnty  of  making  or  of  refiulng  to  m^e  appropria- 
tions, even  in  the  case  of  a  Treaty.  It  speared 
to  him  that,  in  Instating,  the  Legislature  ahuuld 
have  this  right  of  Judgmg  for  {hemselvea  with 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  making  or  ref^ing 
to  make  any  law  whataoever.  In  most  cases 
their  duty  wonld  perhaps  appear  plain  and  ob- 
vious, partionlarly  in  the  case  of  appropriating 
money  where  a  law  or  Treaty  actually  existed. 
However,  the  obligation  did  not  arise  wholly 
from  the  cironmstanc«  of  an  existing  law,  but 
partly  fkim  the  nature,  reasonaUenus,  and  t«n- 
denoy  of  the  thing  itaelt 

A  TVeaty  negotiated  by  constitntional  an- 
thsrity  was,  be  ooniended,  a  solemn  compact 
between  two  nations.  It  was  an  important 
consideration ;  but  be  thought  they  might,  with 
propriety,  attend  to  other  oonsiderationo,  for 
and  against  it,  especially  when  their  own  aid 
was  required,  in  order  to  oarry  it  fully  into  effect. 
This  he  conceived  was  the  right  of  the  House, 
and  no  encroachment  upon  the  prerogative  of 


the  other  branches.  An  appropriation  tm  i 
speclSo  sum,  sppropriated  by  a  particntir  ki 
to  a  particular  purpose. 

The  right  of  appropriating  the  public  nMnn 
was  not  a  natural  right,  but  a  right  dcrird 
fhim  the  constitution ;  and  the  L^^ture  rat 
to  exercise  that  right  according  to  the  bcHKit 
dictateeof  their  own  best  discretion;  eicepiiB| 
thoee  instances  in  which  thej  were  expraj 
restricted  by  the  oonstitntioB  itself  as  in  li 
oases  of  compensation  fbr  the  services  of  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  fbr  Ihi 
servioee  of  the  Judges,  Ckmgtem  might  it- 
liberate  and  act  diacretionally  in  stating  atfini 
their  salariee. 

llr.  T1U.0T  Bfud,  be  felt  a  diffidence  in  piisf 
hia  sentiments  in  that  House,  which  was  aaA 
increased  when  he  considered  the  alulity  wU 
which  the  question  had  already  been  diBCOnri, 
and  the  len^  of  time  it  had  consumed ;  M 
the  magnitude  of  the  question  would  jutiiy 
him,  in  his  own  opinion,  fbr  ofLking  of  the  on- 
mittee  to  indulge  him  with  a  amaU  portion  of 
their  time  and  attention. 

This  was  the  first  time^  nnoe  the  adoptJm  of 
the  present  Government,  that  a  discussion  d 
the  important  oonstitntioDal  qnestion  of  tbe  ex- 
tent <»  the  Treaty-making  power  conld  Inn 
taken  place,  as  it  respected  a  foreign  natioo; 
and,  of  oonrae,  wonld  probably  form  a  prne- 
dent  for  all  future  inqnjriee  of  a  similar  natun 

The  constitutional  rights  of  the  House  d 
Bepreaentatives  to  interfere  with  Treaties,  mi^ 
properly  be  oonsidwed  in  two  points  of  new; 

I.  Had  they  a  right  to  ass»t  in  the  fonnilioB 
of  Treaties  in  each  a  manner  as  that  a  Tre^ 
wonld  be  incomplete  without  thair  saocdoa 
ofBdally  given!  And, 

S.  Had  they  a  right  to  reftue  ^)pro}niati<Ha 
of  moneys,  (if  nccesaary  to  carry  into  rftet 
some  provintms  in  a  Tnatj^  and  in  tbat  ntj 
defeat  its  operation  t 

He  acknowledged,  if  the  first  poeiticn  emU 
be  supported,  the  right  to  call  for  the  Bm" 
wonld  be  conduave;  but,  he  oont«aidea,  to^ 
oould  not  be  wanted  on  the  latt«r  ground. 

If  the  oonstitntion  was  examined,  it  wodd 
be  found  the  Treaty-making  power  was  giTm 
to  the  PRBamEBT ;  and  no  IntArferenoe,  or  rijjit 
given  to  any  other  men  or  body  of  men  but  to 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  and  that  by  wit  (^ 
consent  or  advice.  Oould  it  be  pretended  iLen 
was  a  shadow  of  authority  ^ven  to  the  HooK 
of  Repreaentativea  ? 

In  the  constitution  it  is  stud,  "  all  Legidstira 
powers  herein  granted  ahall  be  vested  in  a  Odd- 
"  "  be  pretended,  had  tl» 

B further,  that  the  then 

thirteen  ind^endent  sover^gn  &tat«^  bj  tb»t 
part  of  it  had  parted  with  the  Treaty-mski"? 
power  I  Mo  1  they  reserved  a  great  shsrs  rf 
Legislative  power  to  themselves,  and  delegilw 
it  to  Oongrees-only  in  oertiun  cases,  bestcali* 
lated,  in  their  optulona,  to  advance  tbeir  n*i> 
bappinees ;  and  nnqne«tionabIy  reeerved  tYOJ 
right,  power,  and  soverdgnty,  whtah  tlmy  «» 
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not  ezpreesly  gire  aws;  b^  the  constitntion  it- 
aelf.  The  poirere  of  leviBUtion  ore  the  powen 
of  making  etatDt«a  in  au  canes  respecting  men 
and  things  wicMn  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Legl«- 
latnre;  but  it  oonld  by  no  meana  in  ite  Tuttnre 
oontpTehead  the  Treatj-making  power,  which  is 
the  power  of  contrsotiiig  or  nakliig  bu-gaini  in 
the  name  of  a  nation,  an  a  moral  person,  with 
another  nation  or  moral  person,  for  their  mn- 
tutl  benefit,  and  to  be  binding  and  operative  on 
tliam,  aa  partiee  to  the  contract  or  bargain. 
^  And  although  this  had  binding  force  on  the 
nation,  when  once  formed  and  completed,  jet 
it  Tras  sot  a  Legislative  aot.  Bnt  the  constitu- 
tion went  flirther :  it  had  actaallj  dengnated 
the  PHMonmrr,  with  the  adviM  or  the  Senate, 
to  be  a  Plenipotentiary  for  the  formation  at 
IVeatiee.  Vattalf  page  179,  speaking  of  the 
Tarioos  onstoma  of  nationa,  in  the  deposit  of 
this  power,  ssjs: 

All  oondnoton  of  States  (meaning  Ae  EieontlTea) 
hars  not  the  powen,  of  tJiMDulvei,  if  making  )mb- 
1)0  Trtktiea :  Kmie  are  obliged  to  take  Ibe  adTice  of 
a  SaiBle,  or  of  the  RepnaontatiTci  oF  a  natioiL  In 
th«  Amdammlal  lavs  of  each  Slate  we  miut  see  what 
i*  the  poWT  of  contracting,  with  rafidity,  in  the  name 
of  a  State." 

Hesapposed,  by  "fimdamental  laws,"  Vatul 
mnet  mean  the  oonatitntion  of  a  Stat« ;  if  bo,  it 
will  not  follow  that  the  enprraie  LerisUtiTe  or 
£iecatlve  power  of  a  State,  as  sneh,  have  necce- 
tarilj  the  power  of  making  Treaties;  it  might 
be,  and  in  most  conntries  was,  an  object  of  pre- 
dse  delegation,  and  probably  alwajs,  or  certainly 
more  commonly,  ^ven  to  ^e  Execntive.  This 
constitution  had  precisely  g^ven  it  to  the  Eiecn- 
tive,  snl^oinii^  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  in  this  partioalar,  and  in  no  other, 
bad  the  individual  sovereignties  delegated  alt 
their  power  withont  limitation.  It  was  necee- 
••ry  and  proper  this  power  should  be  iodged 
Bomewherei,  and  equally  neoeseary  it  ehonld  be 
entire  and  Tmlimited,  to  meet  every  exigency 
th^  the  welfare  of  tjie  nation  might  require. 
It  had  been  said,  that  general  eipreasions  of 
power  wonld  be  limited  by  specific ;  this  was  a 
gcBerat  truth,  bttt  he  denied  the  ^plication 
which  had  been  attempted.  It  was  said,  the 
Treaty-making  power  is  a  general  power;  the 
Oongrea  baa  a  spedfic  power  to  r^pilate  com- 
jaerce,  &a.  Of  eonrse,  the  Bpeeiflc  power  to 
nmlate  oommeroe  will  check  the  operation  of 
a  Treaty  c^  a  commercial  natnra,  He  said  this 
part  of  the  subject  had  been  so  ably  and  oon- 
duHTel;  managed  by  a  gentleman  from  Kew 
Hampahire,  yesterday,  fUr,  Smith,)  that  he 
voDld  not  ezhanat  the  patience  of  the  oc»n- 
mittee  by  going  over  the  same  gronnd.  He 
would  however  obaerve,  that  by  the  oommon 
rule  of  oonstrnotioD,  all  the  powers  given  to  the 
PBi8ti«iiT  wbioh  conld,  and  in  ^eir  natore 
wonld,  check  or  operate  on  legislation,  mnst  be 
considered  as  a  epeeifio  portion  of  power  caired 
out  of  the  general  power  given  in  the  former 
P*it  of  ttte  instrnment.  The  general  powers  of 
UgialatioD  first  given  to  Congress,  and  in  the 
Vou  L— 13 


next  place  specific  powers  given  to  the  Fntsi- 
nmr,  oonid  not  fail  to  lead  tne  mind  directi j  to 
such  a  constmctioQ.  "AU  Legislative  powers, 
&o.,  are  vested  in  a  Congreoa,  but  the  Pttssi- 
DEKT  bas  a  qualified  and  fipecific  check.  Power 
to  regnlat*  commerce  with  fereign  nations  is 
vested  in  Oongresa,  yet  the  apeolflc  power  of 
oontraoting,  bargaining,  or  making  a  Treaty,  is, 
so  &r  forth  as  It  may  touch  Legislative  PDint& 
a  specific  check  upon  it.  Yet  he  acknowledged 
this  was  not  his  onlef  reliance.  The  natnre  of 
the  case  was  saoh,  that  whatever  Internal  rego- 
lationa,  or  those  relating  to  eztamal  and  fiireigD 
commercial  snbiects,  which  may  have  beoome 
ol;feot«  of  LegisUtive  attention,  oppose  or  coma 
in  competition  with  a  contract  or  bargain  about 
the  SBDW  thing)^  mnst  give  way.  It  does  not 
exolnde  legislation  ft«m  the  object  of  forrion 
commerce,  bnt  estahjishee  certain  points  witmn 
wbioh  it  shall  operate,  and  which  it  cannot  Tk>-  . 
late.  The  thirteen  sovereignties  possessing  all 
the  power,  gave  to  Congress  a  certain  pc^on 
of  Legislative  authority ;  but  they  oertalidy 
oonid  give  to  the  Executive^  or  any  other  bodv, 
the  power  to  make  Treaties.  Tills  he  contend- 
ed they  had  don^  by  the  words  of  the  constitu- 
tion, in  an  nuUmlted  manner. 

It  bad  been  said,  that  the  constitution  was 
similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain  in  the  part  re- 
Bpeoting  Treaties.  This,  he  oontended,  wh  an 
incorrect  statement ;  in  his  opinion  they  were 
very  different  TheoonstitutionofGreat  Britain 
was  formed  almost  entirely  of  nsag«s.  It  had  , 
been,  (or  a  sreat  lengtb  of  time,  the  usage  for 
tie  King  to  lay  before  Parliament,  for  their  ap- 
probation, Treaties — espedally  thoea  of  a  coi^ 
merdal  nature.  If  this  was  a  nsage,  all  that 
oonid  be  said  of  it  was,  that  it  wm  a  part  of 
their  oonatitntion.  Ho  supposed  this  rignt  had 
been  given  by  the  Crown,  at  some  time,  to  ob- 
t^  a  grant  of  money ;  bnt  he  conld  not  reool- 
lect  that  the  Parliament,  with  all  their  preten- 
uons  to  a  right  of  r^ectins  Treaties,  had  ever 
exorcised  It.  They  generally  made  a  pretext  of 
dislike  to  a  Trea^  to  change  the  Administeatitm. 
This  had  been  often  done ;  it  was  on  the  Trea^ 
of  Peace  of  1T88.  The  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
which  was  concluded  In  1713,  had  been  dted 
as  an  instance  of  rqeotion  hy  the  British  Par^ 
liament  It  wM  a  fact,  in  that  instance,  that 
nothing  was  rejected  bnt  a  conditional  Trea^. 
lo  forming  the  Treaty,  there  were  many  distinot 
parts :  one  part  of  it  was  a  Oomroeroial  Treaty 
between  England  and  Franoe,  separately  si^ed 
tmd  conditional — that  ia,  "  withm  the  space  of 
two  months  after  a  law  shall  pa«  in  Great  Brit- 
tin,  wlierehy  it  shall  be  sufficiently  provided, 
&«.,  tke  gmeral  tariff  made  in  Franoe,  &&,  shall 
take  place  there  again,  Jm."  The  law  did  not 
pass  In  Great  Bribdn,  and  of  conne  the  Com- 
mercial Treaty  fidled.  Ur.  T.  said  he  had 
searched  all  the  Treaties  made  by  Great  Britain 
since  the  Treaty  of  Mnnster,  which,  if  his  mem- 
ory was  accurate,  was  concluded  m  1618,  and 
ooidd  not  find  an  instance  of  the  Parliament's 
rtAiaing  their  assent  to  a  Treaty  n 
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tioiullj;  sod  be  re&ll?  belle  red,  If  tbey  pnio- 
Used  full;  on  the  right  they  claimed,  it  would 
Tery  soon  deatroj  theb  QuTenuuant.  It  bad 
been  Raid,  Blaektlone  in  his  OommentaHea  had 
defined  tbe  powen  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
to  be  nnlimited  In  tbe  making  of  Treaties.     Be 

,  observed,  tbat,  let  BladaUmt  or  auy  otber 
Orowa  lawyer  say  what  be  would  in  fovor  of 
p«rogatire,  it  was  well  known  the  oaage  bad 
been  to  Hubmit  to  Parliament  tbe  consideratiOD 
ofTreaties,  and  that  nMge  was  a  part  of  their  oon- 
■titatJOD;  and  be  rqjoioed,  that  in  tbat  pnrtica- 
Ur  the  ooostitatioQ  of  his  c«iintry  waBdifTerenl. 
Gentlemen  had  sdd,  Shall  this  Uonse  not  hare 
M  maoh  power  re^>ectiiig  Treaties  as  the  Honse 
of  Commons  in  Great  Britain  t  This  qneedon 
was  both  im[HYiper  in  iUelt^  and  <!«lo«lated  to 
mislead.  Were  we  in  convention,  and  forming 
a  ooostitntion,  it  might  have  weight;  but  in  a 
oool  discuesioB  of  a  conetitntion  already  formed 
and  adopted,  and  tbe  qnettion  is,  What  powers 
are  given!    it  could  not  be  proper.    And  it 

■'OQght  to  be  remembered  tbat  Parliament,  and 
Dot  the  Commona  alone,  had  this  right  in  Great 
Britain.  In  defining  tbe  relative  powers  given 
by  tbe  Oonatitntion,  there  was  danger  of  the 
popular  branch  making  eaoroaohmeDta  on  the 
other  branches,  under  preteoM  of  favoring  the 
libertiee  of  the  people.  This  pretence,  however 
grateful  it  migbt  sonod  in  debate,  he  thought 
was  bnt  a  pretence.  It  was  the  doty  of  the 
Honse  to  make  a  stand  ag^nst  all  encroach- 
ments on  their  own  rights,  if  any  were  attempt- 
ed, bnt  it  must  equally  be  their  doty  to  eiercise 
great  caution  not  to  encroach  on  others.  He 
M^d,  he  conaidered  the  respon^bility  which  was 
eo  very  necessary  on  those  in  tbe  exercise  of  the 
IVeaty-making  power  could  not  exist  if  it  was 
extended  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

He  acknowleilged  if  a  Treaty  was  nnconstitn- 
tionaL  it  was  not  then  aoontractof  binding  force, 
andof  courseoontained  no  obligation  of  any  kind 
whatever ;  if  a  Treaty  was  so  terrible  in  itsdf,  and 
manifested  conseaueuoes  minoas  to  the  nstion, 
BO  argument  could  be  drawn  from  snch  a  state- 
ment to  establish  Keneral  roles.  The  moral  law 
had  sud,  we  shall  not  kill,  and  yet  a  man  may 
be  plac.d  in  suoh  a  situation,  as  that  he  not  only 
may,  but  it  becomes  his  duty  to  kill  \  could  it  be 
said  a  general  right  to  kill  is  proved  by  this  con- 
cession I  Bat  could  gentlemen  serionsly  say, 
we  now  wanted  these  papers,  mentioned  in  the 
resolution,  to  assist  us  in  determining  npon  the 

Siestion  of  appropriation!  He  thought  not. 
e  supposed  the  first  eitenrive  and  unlimited 
right  of  interfering  in  the  making  of  a  Oommer- 
'  oial  Treaty  could  alone  justify  the  call,  and  he 
believed  that  ground  must  be  given  up.  He 
ttiA  bia  colleagues  ^enra.  Smith  and  Gbiswold) 
had  asserted  no  otner  doctrines  thau  snob  as  he 
new  advocated,  and  yet  they  had  tveeji  aocused 
of  sayiug  that  this  House  had  no  will  of  their 
own,  but  must  in  all  cases  implicitly  obey  the 
Pbkbidost  and  Senate.  The  construction  he 
had  given  lo  the  constitution  he  believed  to  be 
|ut,  and  tnubed  he  could  be  under  no  neces^tf 


of  dedaring  tbe  purity  of  bis  Intentimis,  is  be  id 
Dot  doubt  Mt  every  memberof  tbe  Htowva 
guided  in  the  inveetintion  by  the  puTcHmMiTa, 

Mr.  8.  Smitb  sai^  that  at  the  present  ioki 
tbe  diecnsdon,  little  was  left  but  gteanin^ai 
to  bear  testimony  against  a  doctrine  thtt  » 
peared  tohimbigwithcoosequenceeUaltoai 
true  interests  of  the  oonntry.  He  woqU  aX 
pursue  the  sophistry  of  the  geatiemsn  kl  ^ 
(l£r.  Tract)  through  all  its  windings  and  tnt- 
ings;  he  would  only  observe  that  thtprit 
man  had  read  some,  and  qaoted  mnch  to  pnm 
that  Treaties  were  the  supreme  law— a  doariM 
that  was  admitted  by  all,  that  is,  when  mkt 
the  authority  of  tbe  United  Sutea. 

He  sud  the  reaolntioa  reqaested  oertate  ptftn 
to  be  laid  bctfbre  tbe  House.  What  W  bM 
the  custom  of  tbe  House  heretofore  I  Innrii- 
bly  to  ask  for  all  and  every  p^ier  that  n^ 
lead  to  information.  He  well  reeolleeted  lut 
in  1798,  a  great  ferment  had  arisen  in  the  paUi 
mind  in  conaei^uence  of  the  ProclamUiMi  if 
Neutrality,  (which  had  always  speared  to  hia 
to  be  a  wise  measure,)  that  on  the  meetiiif  of 
Congress  a  great  number  of  useful  p^wnrai- 
tive  to  our  Mtuation  with  respect  to  fweijii  n- 
tions  were  submitted,  some  of  them  of  »  ma 
confidential  nature,  relating  to  Treaties  (ha  dt- 
pending,  particularly  that  with  Spain.  IV 
PnaaiDBNT  was  not  ^rud  to  [daoe  his  confidon 
in  tbat  House,  and  he  was  right;  the  pnWe 
mind  was  restored  to  quiet,  and  the  pMfik  <i 
Kentucky  (then  restless)  were  satisfied  tbt  ^ 
Executive  were  doing  every  thing  in  th«rpo»« 
to  obtain  thef^  navigatioD  of  the  Uiaaisitl*- 
The  PaiMiDKn  went  farther ;  he  sent  »  ifi^ 
agent  toEentuoky  to  communicate tothitGor- 
emment  the  line  of  conduot  then  pnnuDgtr 
their  welfare.  Had  the  public  mind  beeo  Wi 
dbrtnrbedon  thelate  Treaty  tbaninlTMI  & 
thoaght  not  i  and  that  every  pi^wr  which  »i)m 
tend  to  satisfy  that  tbe  Treaty  was  eipedrtet,^ 
to  give  information  on  a  subject  that  iniut  M 
discussed  before  that  Boose,  might  with  [W- 
priety  be  asked  for. 

A  aentieman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Bnoi)  »■ 
peated  by  another  from  Sooth  Osrdis*  (w. 
Sxirn)  said,  to  vote  t<x  this  reeolntjon  wtniWW 
treason  against  the  laws  and  constitution,  Vbj 
this  .harsh  language !  Did  it  lead  to  a  discoTe? 
of  truth !  Where  did  these  gentlemen  fiiw  »» 
definition  of  treason  !  Not  m  the  ooMtitotw, 
for  there  it  waa  properly  defined. 

Mr.  S.  Mid,  sentlemen  had  taken  ■  gnxx" 
tbat  appeared  alarming,  viz :  . 

That  the  Prbshikst  and  twt>*ir<l«  of  » 
Senate  may,  by  the  Bid  of  a  Treaty,  do  an  )■  l™* 
and  every  thing,  not  morally  impo«b1e,  (pn' 
vided  they  do  not  infringe  on  the  eonjtitntiaij 
and  that  the  immediate  RepresentativM  foOTJJ 
this  Hoase,  have  only  to  be  it&iraiiA  tiw«F 
and  to  obey.  ^ 

Let  ns  pause  for  a  moment,  and  sA  "W'P' 
ponible !    Oonld  this  be  the  &Ir  wDttrnfflN 
of  our   BO   much  boasted   coestitiilii»r   a 
■bould  be,  he  would  not  r^ret  the  «er»i(» '"' 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


[,  ITM.] 


ntatg  wa  Gnal  SritalK, 


[H.  <»B. 


dered  his  oonntry  during  the  late  gloriona  Re- 
volatioD,  nor  the  part  he  had  taken  to  promote 
the  adoption  of  tlie  ooostitution  ;  nor  would  he, 
hy  inflainmatorj  gpeechea  within,  nor  his  actioas 
witbont  doom,  do  atij  thing  that  shonld  tend  to 
deslroy  the  harmon;  then  sabsisting,  or  to  dia- 
nnite  a  people  whom  natnre  and  relative  wants 
Deemed  to  have  connected  together ;  but  he 
voQld  endeavor,  in  a  oonstitntional  manner, 
to  obtcun  aniendmente  to  the  coastitntion,  which 
"wonld  prevent  the  evil  in  ftiture.  Bat  is  there 
occauon  for  amendments  to  the  Treatjr-making 
power  t  He  thought  not.  There  were  obecks 
and  balances  enScient  in  the  constitution  to 
prevent  the  evils  that  mightariseont  of  it.  He 
uud,  he  oonld  offer  nothing  new,  bat  would 
ponne  the  train  of  reasoning  began  by  a  genOe- 
tnan  frota  Virginia,  (Ur.  Madiboit.) 

In  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
oonstitation,  Congress  have  power  to  la;  daties, 
&o.,  &C.,  but  all  daties  shall  be  nniform  throngh- 
oot  the  United  Statee : 

Oao  r^alate  fade  with  foreign  nations : 

Oan  establish  a  onifomi  rnle  of  natnraUzation. 

OongresH,  then,  although  the;  have  thepower 
to  la;  taxes  and  daties,  and  to  make  laws  of 
naturalization,  are  bound  to  make  them  nniform ; 
and  in  anodieT  article,  are  prevented  from  giv- 
ing a  preference  by  any  regulation  of  commerce 
or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those 
of  another.  But  the  Treaty-making  power  is 
not  90  confined ;  it  may  relieve  one  ofrrnr  ports 
ftom  this  ni^ormity  of  duties,  or  one  ot  the 
Btatea  from  the  uniformity  of  naturalization ; 
that  is,  it  may  relieve  goods  imported  in  British 
bottoms  into  New  Tork,  from  the  oafr-tenth 
extra  duty,  and  let  it  remun  on  all  the  other 
ports  of  the  Dnion.  But,  say  gentlemen,  it  is 
anlUr  to  reason  agi^nst  the  nse  of  power  bj  its 
probable  abuses.  He  thonght  it  advisable  to 
guard  against  abases;  hot  has  this  abase  not 
already  taken  placet  He  thought  it  had.  Not 
with  respect  to  a  port  of  the  consequence  of 
New  York ;  that  would  have  been  too  palpable ; 
bnt  on  the  I^ee,  by  the  third  article  of  the 
•-Treaty,  goods  imported  to  the  territory  in  that 
quarter,  in  Britiui  bottoms,  are  sabjeoted  to  no 
higher  daty  than  goods  imported  in  Ameriofm 
vessels  to  the  Atlantic  porta.  Here  appeared  a 
departure  from  that  uniformity  required  by  the 
oonstitntion ;  hero  appeared  a  preference  given 
to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  t^  another ; 
and  ^et  gentlemen  contend,  that  the  House  have 
no  >^t  to  inqaire  into  the  husineea.  Indeed, 
•0  delicate  was  one  g«ntieman  (Mr.  BrcK)  on 
the  subject,  that  be  oppcoed  committing  the 
Algerine  Treaty,  lest  it  would  establish  a  claim 
to  InveatigatioD  I  It  was  true,  the  trade  on  the 
Lakes  was  small,  bat  it  would  increase.  Thne, 
althongh  CongroBS  were  very  wisely  restricted, 
-when  laying  dntiee,  to  make  diem  nniform,  yet 
the  FssaiDBXT  and  Senate  would  be  callable,  by 
the  asHstance  of  a  foreign  power,  to  deetn^ 
that  unifbrmity. 

If  r.  S.  then  stated,  that  he  did  not  mean,  and 
be  hoped  he  ahpold  not  be  understood  to  pre- 


clude himself  from  voting  to  carry  the  Treaty 
into  effect  He  held  himself  entirely  open  to 
conviction;  and  if  he  shonld  find  that  the  same 
was  expedient,  whatever  mightbe  his  opinion 
at  present  on  the  instrument,  (and  in  truth  he 
did  not  think  it  good,)  yet  he  would  keep  him- 
self at  fiill  liberty  to  act  as  he  might  think  most 
to  the  interest  of  this  ooantir,  when  that  sub- 
ject should  come  before  the  Eouse. 

Mawm  18. — In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Ur.  LivmasTOx's  resolution : 

Mr.  Isaac  SwTn  did  not  pretend  to  prescribe 
limits  to  other  men's  fkilh,  bat  he  never  oonld 
believe  that  men,  as  wise  as  those  who  com- 
pose the  convention,  voold  hare  left  so  Impor- 
tant a  regalaticn,  as  was  now  contended  for  by 
some  gendemen,  to  mere  uncertain  constructMn. 
He  bdieved,  if  tiiey  intended  that  House  shonld 


they  done  so  t  Nothing  like  it.  So  far  from 
it,  Uiat  they  had  nnequivocally  appropriated  the 
Treaty-making  power  to  the  PsiniiaNT  and  two- 
thirds  ofthe  Senate,  in  terms  as  express  andpori- 
tive  OB  words  could  form :  and  the  gendemaa  in 
opposition  oonld  not,  did  not  deny  it.  But,  say 
they,  this  power  may  be  abused,  shamehilly 
abased,  and,  therefore,  we  will  oonetrne  it  out 
of  the  hands  the  people  have  placed  it  in.  We 
will  assume  and  declare  onrsetves  the  sole  guar- 
dians of  the  people,  and  we  will  cry  out  liberty, 
liberty ;  and,  as  the  people  love  the  sound,  (he 
hoped  thoy  would  always  love  the  substance,) 
perhaps  they  will  believe  us.  Here  rests  the 
fallacy.  The  people  knew,  whether  they  knew 
or  not,  that  they  chose  the  pBisipEin,  and 
thev  firmly  believe,  as  well  thev  may,  that  he  la 
their  guardian.  The  people  knew,  also,  that 
tbey  diose  the  Senators,  and  they  likewise  think 
they  are  their  guardians.  How  we,  swd  he, 
berame  sole  KUt^iaBSj  will  require  a  modesty 
superior  to  that  of  New  England  to  explain. 
The  people  have  declared  that  the  Prssidsst 
and  Senate  shall  make  Treaties,  wiUiouta  single 
exception,  and,  lest  there  should  be  any  mistake 
or  cavilling  about  it,  they  have  pat  it  in  written 
words,  as  they  thoa^t,  too  pifdn  to  be  donbt«d. 
too  poutive  to  be  oontradioted.  It  u>peared 
to  him  that  it  was  a  anffident  answer,  though  a 
short  one,  to  all  the  laborious  argoments  had  in 
favor  of  their  Interference,  to  say,  that  the  people 
wills  it  otherwise :  tie  tola,  ue  jvbto,  tiatpro 
ratwne  voluattu.  If  thev  had  under  considera- 
tion altera^ons  or  amendments  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion, thoae  argumenta  might,  perhape,  be  pro- 
per ;  bntj  as  matters  now  stand,  they  are  mere 
inapplioanle  dedamatiou. 

Ur.  LiymoeTOH  said,  that  the  very  able  sup- 
port this  resolution  had  received,  might  seem  to 
release  him  from  any  obligation  of  apeaking  in 
ita  defence ;  nor  would  he  now  trouble  the  com- 
mittee with  any  obaervatioDs  on  the  eulfjeot,  if 
those  he  made  on  the  introduction  of  the  bnd- 
ncfls  had  not  been  misstatfid,  and  bis  subeeqnent 
explanation  partiy  suppreesed.  He  bad  stated, 
when  he  had  laid  the  resolution  on  the  table,  ai 
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•  rauoD  for  raqaesUug  the  papers,  that  impor- 
tant and  ooDstitntioiial  qD«gtions  would  probibly 
uiw  on  the  dwemrioD  of  the  Treaty.  It  had 
been  repreMnted,  foertiUnlj  from  misapprehen- 
rion,  not  design,)  Uiit  be  oonflned  the  nse  of  the 
P^)era  to  tlie  elucidatioa  of  a  oonstitatioiial 
<)neatJon  ooly ;  and  it  had  been  asked,  with  ui 
air  of  great  trinrnph,  how  the  inatmctioDS  and 
oorrespODdenoe  oonld  throw  mj  light  on  the 
qneatioD  of  oonatitutiooality,  to  decide  which 
nothing  was  neoeaaary  but  a  oomparison  of  the 
Treat;  with  the  oooatitntlon)  Mr.  L.  said  he 
had  not  confined  the  utility  of  the  papers  to  that 
point,  but  that,  if  he  had,  it  woola  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  snppoee  a  cAse  in  which  they  were  ne- 
oewary  to  determine  the  oonstitntioiialitj  of  the 
Treaty.  The  oonstitntion,  he  saiApgave  to  the 
pBaaiQBVT  the  power  to  make  Treaties,  ^  by  and 
with  the  advk«  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 
Hen,  respectable  for  tlieir  talents  and  patriotism, 
had  snppoeed  that,  by  the  tme  oonstroclion  of 
tbii  olause,  the  PiwaiDBNT  cooid  make  no  Treaty 
nnleaa  by  the  previong  advioa  and  oonaent  of  the 
Benate  ;  in  otner  words,  that  tlte  Senate  ahonld 
advise  themakingof  a  Treaty,  which  theycoald 
only  do  before  it  was  oninmenced ;  and  should 
consent  to  it  by  a  ratification  after  it  was  oon- 
doded.  He  woald  give  no  positive  opinion 
on  this  subject,  hut  supposed  it  a  point  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  House.  The  construction, 
he  Bud,  appeared  reasonable,  and  had  been 
heretofore  sanctioned  by  practice.  Two  in- 
stancea  he  could  recollect ;  one  was  in  the  Treaty 
of  Ilubton,  where  Governor  Blount  was  "  vested 
with  fiill  powen  and  specially  empowered  bv 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
The  other  instance  was  found  in  the  answer  of 
the  Pbbsidkht  to  the  French  Minister,  who 
offered  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a  Treaty 
Oommerce,  which  the  Pbuidest  declined,  by 
refening  him  to  the  meeting  of  the  Senate, 
which  was  not  then  in  session.  If  the  Psisi- 
DBNT  supposed  he  could  not  commence  a  nego- 
tiation withouttheconcurrenccof  the  Senate,  it 
gavo  force  to  this  construction ;  and,  if  it  was  a 
trne  one,  nothing  was  mora  demonstrable  than 
that  the  aajteTB  were  necessary  to  determine 
whether  Uie  Treaty  in  this  point  had  been 
■titntionally  made. 


ties,  but  distinguished  chiefly  by  tiie  mode  of 
applying  this  power. 

By  some  it  was  contended,  that  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislatm'e  was  necessary  in  srane 
Instancus,  but  that  the  Treaty  operated  hy  way 
of  moral  ohligation,vto  enforce  the  necessary 
ataps  to  ^ve  it  validity ;  and  that  though  there 
is  a  ybysicAt  power  of  refusal,  yet  it  ought  in  "" 
case  to  operate  against  the  siiperior  obiigatii 

Otheni  had  asserted,  that  Treaties  being  the 
onpreme  lawj  might  operate  directly,  wiuiout 
the  iotervontion  of  any  other  body.  That  where 
existing  Legislative  acta  oppoaea  their  execu- 
tion, the  Treaty  was  psnunouni,  and  could  re- 
peat them. 
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These  pontions  were  in  bet  the  same,  becsn^ 
if  a  Treaty  was,  at  all  erents,  to  have  effect,  it 
was  perfeotiy  immaterial,  whether  it  i^>aAd 
directly  by  its  own  power,  or  indirectly  byita 
instrnmeutality  of  another  body ;  both,  be 
thought,  equally  snbvenivc  of  the  prindfteff 
the  Government ;  but  the  first  was  meat  de- 
ling to  the  Legislative  dignity.  "Sat  roold 
he  discover  trom  what  part  of  the  constitaliix 
it  was  inferred.  Wherever,  in  that  initraiHiit, 
a  duty  was  imposed,  it  was  clearly  and  eipS- 
citlyasMgned,asin  caseof  thePKESinx^rTSCDiii- 
pensatinn,  that  of  the  judges,  and  manyodter 
instaucee.  It  is  not,  then,  to  be  ccmoeived,  tbk 
so  important  an  obligation  as  this  shoold  ban 
been  left  to  implication.    If  it  haid  beeninlod-, 

annihilate  this  discretion,  the  same  In- 
gnage  would  have  been  used,  "CkiDgtvseFhill 
S8  laws  to  carry  every  Treaty  into  ^ect,"  bit 
ithing  of  this  kind  wpeors.  Again,  if  it  lisd 
en  intended  to  make  Treaties  paramoont  o<« 
laws,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  the  more  ant- 
pie  mode,  to  have  dispensed  with  their  toKr- 
ferenoc  Why  leave  a  phantom  of  dtscr^n, 
an  unreal  mockery  of  power,  in  the  hands  a 
the  Legi^turet  In  order  to  get  rid  of  tbi) 
difficulty,  some  geutleinen  seem  willing  to  illov 
a  species  of  volition,  but  it  waa  a  pittance  tint 
would  be  scarcely  worth  aooepting.  In  ct» 
of  extreme  necessity,  and  in  others,  where,  froa 
corruption  or  other  good  cause,  the  oompsct  is 
'iM,  this  Honse,  they  say,  may  refnse  to  arj 
t  into  cEecL  In  the  first  case,  where  it  i«  im- 
possible to  give  efficacy  to  a  Treaty,  the  poT« 
of  retb»ng  it  was  surely  of  little  volne.  And 
where  the  compact  is  void  in  itself,  the  lilw? 
of  not  being  bound  by  it,  would  scarcely  ^ 
contended  for.  If  the  subject  were  less  seriiSB, 
Mr.  L.  said,  one  would  be  tempted  loarniletl 
tliB  effurts  that  are  made  to  reconcile  the  «)»■  ■ 
sUtntional  predesthmtinu  contended  for,  ^li 
s  free  agency  of  discretion.  It  was  aa  diffifflU 
be  understood,  as  the  most  entangled  theo- 
logical controversy,  and,  lite  most  dispulMts 
in  tKat  science,  tbey  coDoluded  with  anatbcmtf 
agtunst  all  who  could  not  comprehend,  iir^'ixila 
not  believe  them.  We  have  a  discretiai, 
whether  to  act  or  not,  say  they ;  but  we  ire 
under  an  obligation  to  act,  and  if  we  do  nat|  ^ 
are  guilty  of  treasiin  and  rebellion.  This  «m 
the  same  kind  of  discretion  a  man  has,  whether 
he  will  commit  murder  or  let  it  alone ;  he  m^ 
do  it,  bat  if  he  does,  he  will  be  hanged.  T^ 
was  a  worse  alternative  than  that  peoewl?-- 
called  Hobson's  choice — that  wss,  "this  * 
notiiing;  "  hot  here  we  are  told,  "do  this,"' 
be  hanged  for  a  traitor."  So  that  hereefW, 
when  any  one  intended  to  express  an  ''^'T' 
necessity,  he  would  call  it  CongreasiMial  fl)»" 
oretion. 

If,  then,  the  Treaty  doea  not  operate  by  *V 
of  obligation  on  tie  Legislative  povtr,  kt^ 
said  Mr.  L.,  examine,  whether,  u  ia  MoteoaoJ, 
"  a  Treaty  is  paramount  to  alaw,  and  ew  wp™ 
it,  though  it,  itaeli;  cannot  be  acttd  od  1)J  tM 
Lepslative  power;  "  this,  he  said,  was  lheffl« 
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imporUiit  question  that  had  ever  been  stated 
within  these  woIIb.  It  evidentl;  tended  to  the 
sab«titDtion  of  a  fbi'eigD  power,  in  lien  of  the 
popular  branch ;  it  was  replete  with  the  moat 
BerioDi  eviK  He  oonld  never  enppoae  to  great 
and  pemioions  an  absnrditj  wai  contemplated 
by  the  conatitDtion ;  but,  if  snch  waa  the  tme 
oonatroction,  great  as  the  evil  was,  we  most 
Bnbmit,  nntil  it  could  be  lecallf  amended. 

The  constitution  gave  Dil  Legislative  power 
to  the  OoDgreea  of  the  Uoited  States ;  vuted 
the  power  of  making  Treaties  in  the  PsEainENT 
and  Senate,  and  declared  that  the  constitution, 
the  laws  made  in  pnraaaoce  thereof,  and  Trea- 
ties made  under  the  anthoritv  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  tiie  aopreme  law  of  the  land. 
He  ha4  always  eonudered  the  order  in  which 
this  enameration  was  made  as  descriptive  of  the 
relative  authorilr  of  each.  IbL.  The  oouEtitn- 
tion,  which  no  otlter  act  conld  operate  on.  2d. 
The  laws  made  in  pureuanee  thereof.  8d.  Trea- 
ties, when  they  contradicted  neither;  for,  if  no 
weight  was  given  to  this  argnment,  Treaties 
woidd  be  superior,  tioth  to  the  constitution  and 
the  laws,  as  there  Is  no  restriction  with  respect 
to  them,  as  in  the  case  of  laws,  that  thev  be 
made  parsoant  to  the  constitntion.  He  did  not 
believe  gentlemen  would  oonteod  for  this  ab- 
aprdity;  they  must  therefore  refer  to  the  order 
of  the  enomerstion,  to  measnre  the  relative 
eSbct  of  the  constitution,  laws,  and  Treaties, 
r  If  the  objects  of  Le^elation  and  of  Treaty  com- 
pact eotild  be  kept  distinct,  no  question  wonld 
arise,  there  wonld  he  no  pretext  for  interfer- 
enoe;  bnt  they  conld  not;  almost  every  object 
of  legislation  might  also  become  that  of  com- 
pact with  a  foreign  power. 

Bnt  it  was  probable,  Ur.  L.  said,  that  the 
Treaty  power  was  intended  to  be  plai 
PBXNDZ.Tr  and  Benate  to  the  same  extent  only 
in  which  it  existed  in  the  Executive  of  Great 
BrittUD.  The  words  of  oor  constitution 
point  were  the  same  made  use  of  by  British 
writers  in  defining  the  corresponding  power  in 
their  Government,  and  it  seemed  evident'that 
tome  of  its  featoree  (and  this  was  none  of  the 
lesst  prominent)  were  drawn  from  that  original. 
He  was  happy  that  the  parallel  was  not  perfect 
in  other  instances.  He  thonght  it  completely 
so  in  this;  and  that  the  practice  therefore  of 
that  Government  would,  in  some  measare,  lead 
to  the  tnie  constrnotion  of  this.  Aware  of  the 
weight  of  precedents  drawn  from  English  his- 
tory, gentlemen  endeavored  to  weaken  them  by 
a  very  ingenioos  aTgnment ;  "  The  British  Con- 
atitution,''  say  they,  "  is  not  written,  it  is  form- 
ed of  nsages ;  if  yon  prove,  therefore,  that  it  is 
the  nsage  for  British  Parliaments  to  sanction 
Treaties,  yon  prove  it  t«  be  their  constitution, 
bnt  you  do  not  prove  it  to  be  ours."  It  was 
biie,  Mr.  L.  observed,  that  the  English  Consti- 
tntion  was  formed  partly  of  iraraemoriAl  nsnges ; 
but  it  was  also  tme,  that  those  nsages  were  col- 
lected in  books  of  authority,  and  that  the  dif- 
ferent powers  of  Government  were  generally 
designated,  so  that  the  leading  points  in  tbeir 


constitntion  were  as  well  known  and  defined 
they  were  in  that  of  America.  It  bad  been 
shown  by  a  reference  to  writers  of  the  beet 
anthority,  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  England, 
the  power  of  making  all  Treaties  was  in  the 
King;  bntas  the  power  of  making  all  laws  wsB 
in  the  Parliament,  ^s  latter,  as  the  greater 
power,  controlled  the  former,  whenever  it  af- 
fected objects  of  legislation.  Thus,  in  the  Con- 
stitntion of  the  United  States,  he  contended, 
the  power  of  making  Treatiee,  uiat  is,  all  Trea- 
ties, vested  in  the  Pbmidbht  and  Senate;  bnt,  ^ 
sll  Legislative  power  is  rested  in  Congress, 
Treaty  operating  upon  any  object  of  legisla- 
in  can  taEe  effect  ontil  it  receives  the  sano- 
in  of  Congress.  The  practic«,  too,  waa  the 
ne.  The  King  asserted  his  right  of  making 
nud  completing  "n^atiee,  bynot  only  concluding, 
bat  ratifying  diem,  before  tbey  were  snbmitted 
to  Parliament,  bnt  he  bdieved  no  Commereial 
Treaty  was  prod^med  as  the  law  of  the  land 
before  it  had  received  the  sanction  of  Parliar 
menL  Indeed,  it  was  impossible,  in  any  ooun-. 
try,  and  under  any  constitution,  where  the 
Legislative  and  Treaty-making  powers  are  lodg- 
ed in  different  hands,  that  any  other  constmc- 
tion  can  be  given  without  mnning  into  the 
absurdly  he  had  before  hinted  at,  of  making 
two  different  powers  supreme  over  the  same 
object  at  the  same  time.  Onr  idebs  had  been 
confounded  by  referring  to  the  practice  of 
Govemments  where  the  two  powers  were  unit- 
ed, and  where  a  ratdfioation  gave  the  consent 
of  both. 

1^  then,  there  was  a  perfect  analogy  between 
the  power  veet«d  in  the  Crown  in  England,  and 
that  delegated  to  the  Psbsidekt  and  Senate  in 
America,  on  the  subject  of  Treaties ;  and  if  the 
parliament,  by  virtoe  of  its  g^ieral  Legislative 
authority,  was  in  the  practice  of  givins  or  with- 
holding its  sanction  to  Treaties  concluded  by  the 
King,  it  was  bnt  a  fair  Inference  to  say,  that  the 
same  discretion  existed  in  Congress. 

Some  instances  of  the  exercise  of  this  power' 
by  Parhament,  had  Ijeen  before  quoted  by  oth- 
ers. The  inexecntion  of  the  Treaty  of  IltrechL 
in  oonsequence  of  Pariiamentary  opposition,  and 
the  diffioulties  with  which  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with  France  was  carried  throogh  the 
Honse  of  Common^  in  17S7,  bad  been  already 
noticed.  He  would  mention  two  other  preoe- 
dents  drawn  fhim  the  same  source  equally  atrik- 
ing,  or  perhaps  more  so,  as  the  conrse  of  pro- 
c««ding  there  followed  was  precisely  that  which 
was  proposed  by  the  resolotion  in  debate.  The 
first  wfl«  the  proceeding  on  the  Barrier  Treaty, 
taken  from  the  6th  vol.  Pari.  Debates,  p.  48, 
where  the  Honse  of  Commons  b^^an,  by  a  reso- 
lution to  address  the  Queen,  "that  all  instmo- 
tion  and  orders  given  to  the  Plenipotentiariee 
that  transacted  the  Barrier  Treaty,  and  also  all 
Treaties  mentioned  and  referred  to  in  the  said 
Treaty,  might  be  laid  before  the  HoQse,  except 
such  Treaties  as  they  already  had."  We  are  told 
in  the  subsequent  page,  that  on  the  18th,  that 
is,  only  two  days  after  the  request,  "  Mr.  Beure- 
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tarj  St.  John  prcMnted  to  th«  Honse,  bj  Bm 
Jtaieitft  ODfumud,  &  oapj  of  the  iiutmotionB 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlboron^  and  Lord  Town- 
•end,  about  the  Barrier  Treatr,  eztraota  of  let- 
ten  tKm  Hr,  BotI*  to  Lord  TowuNiid,  con- 
oemiDg  tbe  said  Treat j;  also  a  copj  of  the 
Freliminarr  Artiolea,  dgned  at  the  Ha^)e;  the 
titled  of  <»liioh  oopiee  and  extracts  of  lettera 
were  r^rred  to  tbe  Oommittee  of  the  whole 
House.  After  thia,  it  was  resolved  to  present 
an  address  to  Her  Mnjesty,  that  the  letters  writ- 
ten b;  Lord  Towuaend  to  Mr.  Bojle,  the  Seore- 
tM7  of  Bute,  dated  the  1st  and  aSth  of  NoTem- 
ber,  1709,  might  be  laid  before  the  Eooae,  which 
Mr.  Secretary  8t  John  aooording);  did  on  the 
14tli  of  Febriiary."  After  haviDg  obtained  the 
papera,  Hr.  L.  tiud,  the  Hooae  of  Oommons  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ooDvdwation  of  the  Trea^  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  voted,  Ist.  That 
tttt  Treaty  eoatt^ned  articles  destmatiTe  to  the 
trade  and  interest  of  Great  Britain,  ad.  That 
flie  negotiator  had  acted  withont  anthoritj. 
8d.  That  the  adTisen  and  negotiators  were  ene- 
mies to  tbe  Queen  and  Kingdom, 

The  Treaty  being  thos  obstrnoted,  the  States 
General  remonstrUed  to  the  Qoeen  on  the  snb- 
Ject;  but,  oonscions  that  the  Parliament 


breach  of  faith,  tbongh  the  Treaty  had  been 
ifled,    They  enter  into  the  merita  of  the  Treaty, 
offer  to  negotiate  m  the  obnozioas  articles,  ana 
oonotode  with  "entreating  the  oontiauanoe  of 
Her  M^esty'a  fHendship." 

This  instance,  then,  s^d  Kr.  L.,  Is  complete 
to  show  the  propriety  of  a  call  for  papera  by 
the  House  of  Commons ;  a  ready  compliance  on 
the  Mrt  of  the  Grown,  a  deliberatitok  cm  a  rati- 
fied Treaty,  a  r^ection  of  it,  and  an  acqniesoanoe 
on  the  part  of  the  foreign  nation,  withoat  re- 
monstrance. 

The  other  Inetaoce  was  an  address  in  the 
year  1714,  requesting  "  the  Tre«ti«e  of  Peace 
and  Oommeroe  between  Her  H^eetj  and  the 
King  of  Spun,  and  the  instm^ioDS  given  to 
Her  U^)esty'8  Ambassadors  therenpon,  together 
with  the  cofdes  trf  the  King  of  Spain's  ratifloa- 
tions  of  the  s^  Treatiw,  and  the  preliminaries 
rigned  by  the  Lord  Lexington  and  the  Itarqois 
of  Bedmar,  at  Madrid,  and  all  other  agi«emeDta 
and  atipnlationt  which  had  been  made  ccmoem- 
ing  the  commerce  between  Great  Brit^  and 
SMdn.  Sdly.  An  acooont  of  what  engagements 
of  gnaranty  Her  M^eaty  had  entered  into  by 
virtue  of  any  Treaty  with  any  foreign  Prince  or 
State,  from  the  year  1710.  And  Sdly.  An  ao- 
connt  of  wliat  instances  had  been  need  by  Her 
M^eety  for  reatoring  to  the  Catalans  their  an- 
cient privileges,  and  aU  letters  relating  thereto. 
And  then  it  was  resolved,  to  take  into  ftarther 
consideration  the  Meeaago  that  day  sent  from 
the  Lords  npon  Thursday  next  following." 

Ot^eotions  bad  been  ruaed  to  this  construc- 
tion, drawn  from  three  different  sonroea. 

1.  fVom  the  prevalent  eonstmotioa  at  tiie 
time  of  eatabliahiog  the  oonstitation. 


ABRIDOHENT  OF  THE 

n^a^  m:ik  Onal  Brkam, 


S.  From  thejKvctioeof  thaGovemrorataiM 
that  period. 

8.  From  the  present  ideas  entertained  t^  dt 
people  of  the  United  Statce, 


>  be  condndve,  even  if  aiU- 
ted  to  be  contrary  to  that  now  contended  it; 
becaose  he  "believed  we  were  now  as  cafwble  t 
least  of  determiDing  the  tme  meaning  of  dot 
instrument,  as  the  Conveuti(»s  were;  tb^ 
were  called  in  hast^  they  were  heated  b/psrtj,' 
and  many  adopted  it  from  expediency,  wiUkni 
bavins  fully  debated  the  different  artidee.  Ba 
he  did  not  believe  the  general  constnictiDn  A 
that  time  differ^  from  the  one  he  had  ailopted. 
A  member  from  Vii^pnia  (Mr.  Bbxfi)  bid 
shown,  by  recnrring  to  the  debates  in  tbe  Ccs- 
vantion  of  that  State,  and  to  other  cuntanpon- 
neons  prodnotiona,  that  tbe  framers  and  fiieidi 
to  the  constitution  oonatrtted  it  In  the  buiw 
that  we  do ;  whiltt  its  enemiee  endeavntd  to 
render  it  odions  and  unpopular,  by  endcafuriv 
to  fix  on  it  the  ocmtrary  ooostniction.  AndM>^ 
the  friends  to  the  constitution  were  Ihe  noet 
numerous,  we  onght  rether  to  take  theeq)!!- 
nation  under  wUoh  a  m^rity  accepted  tkt 
constitution,  as  the  true  one,  thuk  bolookfor^ 
in  the  bugbears  by  which  anti-Fedenlim  «a- 
deavored  to  prevent  its  adoption. 

ad.  The  second  argument  that  had  beui  t^i 
to  deprive  the  Le)(idatnre  of  any  right  of  intsfe^ 
enoe,  in  cases  of  this  lund,  wm  dmwn  (hm  tin 
onifbrm  practice  of  the  Government  ever  sam 
its  formation.  The  gentleman  from  Sank 
Carolina  (Ifr.  Burrs)  who  made  tiiis  objectios, 
had  cited  one  instance  of  this  practice  in  lb 
resolution  directing  Treaties  to  be  ddI^bM 
with  the  laws,  and  bad  adverted  to  the  ippw 
priations  for  the  Indian  Treaties,  (nnd«  to 
general  head  of  the  Military  f^tahliahiMat,)  it 
fiivoring  his  principle.  As  to  tbe  resolntM^ 
Mr.  L.  said,  there  was  no  donbt  that  '^^^'^ 
when  properly  saactioned,  onght  to  be  obserred, 
and  therefore  the  reeolntion  was  {h^V^i  ^ 
they  onght  to  be  promulgated.  On  tbe  rat^ 
of  appropriation,  it  hadbeen  well  observed  bj 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  GiLtt)  tbst  at 
House  exercised  as  much  discretioc  in  giutinf 
the  snpplyj  by  way  of  addition  to  the  niilit*^ 
appropriations,  as  if  it  had  be«i  given  spwm 
for  the  pnrposes  of  tbe  Treaty.  But  It*  <'^ 
is,  Bud  Mr.  I^  that  an  aocnrale  eisioiiiitMB 
into  the  communications  of  the  EiecitiTa  u 
analogous  cases,  and  tlie  proceediop  "^ ."? 
Honse,  will  form  a  strong,  I  think  w  V"^ 
ble,  argnment  in  &vor  of  the  resolutiDik  » 
would  appear,  he  said,  from  the  vie*  b«"f 
about  to  Uke,  that  &om  the  first  etUtJ>»?>|^ 
of  tbe  conetitntion  nntil  the  negotistim  "r* 
Treaty  was  begun,  the  Executive  had  lie«^ 
habile  of  free  oommnnication  with  Ibe  '^Vr^ 
ture  as  to  our  external  relatums;  ti>^  '^"^ 
authorilj  in  qneetians  of  oonunerM,iuv'^|^ 
bonndaiT,  and  iuteroonrse  wiUi  *^,^!l 
tribes,  had  hem   expNsaly  reco(iii»<i  **" 
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"when  dlffionillM  on  thwe  qneatioiu  wen  to  he 
Attested  b J  Treaty. 

The  firet  case  related  to  *  proririon  for  an 
Indian  Treaty,  and  was  sngKested  bj  thePcui- 
DKNT,  in  a  Menage  of  the  7ch  of  August,  1780, 
in  which  he  layB:  "If  it  ihonld  be  the  Jntlg' 
inent  of  OoDgress  that  It  would  be  most  eipe- 
dtcDt  to  terminate  all  differences  in  the  Sonth- 
em  District,  and  to  lav  Hie  foundation  for  fatnre 
confidence  bj  an  amicable  Treaty  with  the  In- 
dian tribes  m  that  quarter,  I  tbink  proper  to 
ang^eet  the  consideration  of  the  expediency  of 
institnting  a  temporary  oommismon  for  that 
pnrpose,  to  condst  of  three  person^  whoee  an- 
tlionty  ehonld  expire  with  the  occasion."  In 
ootueqnenoe  of  this  Uenage,  Congress  took  Into 
connderation  the  expediency  of  the  neasnre  re- 
conimend«d  to  them,  and  passed  the  act  of  the 
SSth  of  Angmt,  in  the  same  year,  ^ipropriating 
twenty  thonsand  dollars  for  defraying  the  ei- 
pense  of  negotiating  and  treating  wiui  the  In- 
dian tribes,  and  aatoorizing  the  appointment  of 
oominiasionerB.  The  PfiasiDBtiT  having  appoint- 
ed comniisrionera  to  treat  nnder  the  direction 
of  the  act,  gave  them  InBtmotions,  which  were 
oommnnicated  to  the  Hooae,  and  from  which 
this  is  an  extract :  "  Yon  will  please  to  observe, 
that  the  whole  sum  that  can  be  coiwIitQtionally 
expended  is  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
UiB  same  cannot  be  eit«nded."  Nothing  hav- 
ing been  effected  by  the  cominigeionerB,  the 
PrasiDran  mentdona  the  subject  again  in  his 
Address  to  both  Houses,  on  the  1st  ^  Jannary, 
1799.  In  the  month  of  Uarch,  in  the  same 
year,  the  House  of  Bepreeentatives  adopted  the 
following  resolnUon,  recommended  by  a  select 
committee :  "  That  provinon  ought  to  be  made 
by  law  for  holding  a  Treaty  to  establish  peace 
between  the  United  Btates  and  the  Wabash, 
Miami,  and  other  nations  of  Indians,  north- 
weet  of  the  river  Ohio;  also,  for  regulating 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  the  mode  of  extingaiBhing  their  oldms  to 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  Dnited  States." 
On  the  2eth  Uarch,  followinB,  a  hilt  passed  the 
Honse  of  Representativee,  ^e  title  of  which 
was  amended  in  the  Senat«  and  passed,  appro- 
priating twenty  thousand  dollars  for  purposes 
eipresaed  in  the  preceding  resolntion. 

Mr.  L.  said  this  case  was  important,  as  it  was 
the  first  oommonioation  relulve  to  a  Treaty 
made  under  the  constitntion.  An  attentive  ei- 
amination  of  its  different  parts  would  show  that 
very  different  ideas  were  then  entertwned  from 
those  which  were  now  enforced.  He  would 
first  observe,  that  the  diaoretion  of  the  Honse 
of  Representstives  as  to  commerce  with  foreign 
Dations,  stood  precisely  on  the  sam^  footing  with 
that  which  they  ongbt  to  exercise  in  regnlsting 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes;  that  if  one 
could  be  done  without  their  concurrence,  by 
Treaty,  the  other  might  also;  and  that,  there- 
fore, when  the  PassiDEm  recopiized  their  right 
to  deliberate  in  one  ease,  he  vutnslly  did  it  in 
the  other.  Let  as  then  attend  to  the  language 
of  the  Message,  said  Mr.  L,  and  we  shall  find 
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,  sly  referred 
it  should  be  the  Judgmoit  of  Oongrsai 
that  it  would  be  meet  expedient" — what  canlM 
more  explicit  than  this  langnaget  And  ag^n, 
"I  think  proper  to  sn^est  the  oonsideration  of 
the  expediency  of  instituting  a  temporary  com- 
mission." Here  the  same  disoretion  is  not  only 
applied  to,  hot  the  Pbssidxnt,  at  that  time  sup- 

Sling  that  no  implicated  power  conld  deprive 
ngress  of  the  right  to  regnlate  trade  and  in- 
tercouree  with  the  Indian  tribes,  enbmitted  to 
their  consideration  the  ezpediMOy  of  app<^t- 
ing  oommisNoners.  Tfaey  psased  theneceesary 
laws,  and  he  instmcted  the  coromiseicmers,  not 
in  the  language  that  is  now  held,  that  tbey 
misht  stipiUate  for  the  payment  of  any  sain, 
ana  that  Congress  would  be  obliged  to  find  the 
means ;  but  he  tells  them,  "  the  only  sum  that 
can  be  constitntionallv  expended  is  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  that  tAe  ssme  cannot  ba 
extended."  Why,  Qf  the  doctrine  is  tme  that 
we  are  under  an  obligation  to  comply  with  thft 
terms  of  every  Treaty  made  by  the  PaasiDiin 
and  Benate,)  why  did  he  say  no  fiirther  sum 
conld  constitntionallv  be  expended?  If  that 
doctrine  were  indeed  tme,  his  language  would 
have  been.  Use  what  money  may  be  neceeent7, 
contract  for  the  payment  of  it  in  your  Treaty, 
and  Oongress  are  constitntionslly  obliged  to 
carry  yonr  stipulations  into  effect 

The  resolntion  above  qaoted,  Mr.  L.  s^d,  was 
important,  as  it  proved  that  Congress  then  sap- 
posed  that  they  onght  not  only  to  provide  by 


erdse  it,  of  regulating  trade  and  intereoDiae 
with  the  same  people,  and  of  prescribing  the 
mode  of  extinguishing  their  claims  to  lands 
«ithin  the  United  States;  bnt  all  thi^  sud  he, 
it  is  now  discovered  may  be  done  without  thdr 
aid,  by  Treaty. 

The  second  instance  of  the  exercise  of  thb 
dreaded  discretion,  was  in  the  law  of  March  Sd, 
1791,  appropriating  twenty  thousand  dollars  to 
cnaDle  the  Pbesidknt  to  effect  a  negotiation  of 
the  Treaty  with  Morocco.  This  originated  in 
the  Senate,  and  is  a  dedded  proof  that  neither 
the  Pbesidbnt  nor  Senate  had  at  that  period 
any  idea  of  the  moral  obligation  that  is  now 
disoovered,  or  tbey  woold,  withont  the  formality 
of  a  law,  have  at  once  stipnlated  with  the  new 
Emperor  for  the  payment  of  the  necessary  sum, 
which  must  have  been  provided  bv  the  Honae. 

In  a  third  ease,  the  Pbbsidiht  had  thonght 
proper  to  take  the  sense  of  that  House  in  a  mat- 
ter that  of  all  others  demanded  secrecy,  and  un- 
der circnmstanoea  that  would  have  prevented  his 
mitking  the  application,  if  he  had  conceived  him- 
self at  liberty  to  act  withont  their  cononrrenoe. 
He  adverted  to  the  Meeeage  of  80th  December, 
]7(KI,  where  the  PsKsmsNT  says:  "Hay  before 
yon  a  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  tba 
snb)ect  of  the  citisens  of  the  United  States  in 
oapdvity  at  Algiers,  that  yon  may  provide  in 
their  behalf  what  to  yon  shall  seem  expedient" 

No  act  having  been  passed  by  Congress  In 
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not  conceive  himself  anUicMiied  to  bind  the 
United  States  b^  Treat;,  for  the  D«c«aMrT  rau- 
wm  of  their  dUceos;  and  therefore  nothing 
was  ooadaded  nnti]  after  a  lubeeaQent  Meesage 
«od  previous  appnqiriBtion,  in  the  year  1793, 
when  «DOthw  MeasKe  was  sent  retatire  to  the 
negotiatioiu  with  Morooco  tuid  Algien,  then 
pending:  "  While  it  is  proper  (he  «ajB)  that  our 
dtizens  should  know  that  anbiects  which  bo 
much  oonoem  their  interests  and  their  feelings, 
have  dnly  engaged  the  attention  of  their  Legb- 
latnre  and  Execntive,  it  would  still  be  improper 
tW  some  part  of  this  oommanioation  shonld  be 
made  known."  Part  of  this  Hesaage,  therefore, 
was  confldentiallj  oommnnioated,  wtdch  shows, 
Kr.  L.  said,  on  some  occasions,  it  was  not  deem- 
ed improdent  to  trost  this  Honte  with  the  se- 
crets of  the  Cabinet ;  and  in  conseanence  of  this 
Xessage,  a  law  was  passed,  appHtpriating  one 
hundred  thonaand  doltare  for  the  parchaM  of  a 
peace  with  the  Algerines.  It  was  ostendbly 
appropriated  to  a.  more  general  pnrpoae,  bnt  the 
intent  was  well  nnderstood. 

The  neit  transaction  that  he  should  quote, 
Hr.  L.  said,  as  favorable  to  his  doctrine,  was 
the  Message  of  the  PaaanKTrr  of  the  6th  De- 
oember,  1793,  and  the  measure  to  which  it  gave 
rise.  The  Prbsidekt  says:  "Aa  the  present 
sttnation  of  the  several  nations  of  Enrope,  and 
eqMciallj  those  with  which  the  United  States 
have  important  relations,  cannot  but  render  the 
state  of  things  between  Ihein  and  ua  matter  of 
interesting  inquiry  to  the  L^islature,  and  may, 
imtaed,  ^ve  nse  to  deliberations  to  which  thej 
■lone  are  competent,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  oommanicatA  to  tnem  certain  oorreepondenoe 
vhieh  has  taken  piaoe." 

This  Message,  Mr.  L.  etid,  aooompanied  the 
pofiers  relative  to  France,  to  Great  Britain,  and 
to  Spain;  and  a  question  would  Immediately 
ooonr,  what  were  the  deliberations  to  wbii^ 
the  PautDXNT  then  tbonght  the  L^slatiire 
■lone  was  competent,  and  which  he  uierefore 
thought  it  his  dntj  to  commnnioate.  All  oar 
^spntes  with  the  nations  referred  to  in  the 
Menage,  were  such  as  on  the  new  conatmction 
of  the  Treaty  power  he  conld  have  adjusted  by 
oompairt,  without  any  reference  to  the  House  of 

"  "      "  ..-■.-    1     ■-        ■  (Jjg   gjppggg 


■idd,  to  the  argument  drawn  from  this  transao- 
tion,  to  say  that  the  Pkksidbni  only  sabmitted 
the  question  of  War  or  Peace  to  the  Legislature 
by  this  Hesasge. 

1.  Because  the  Message  related  to  the  three 
principal  nations  in  Europe,  and  he  never  could 
have  imagined  that  Congress  would  have  delib- 
arated  on  going  to  war  with  them  all. 

i.  This  was  evidently  not  bis  intention,  be- 
oause  as  soon  as  measures  were  proposed  in  that 
House,  which  he  sopposed  would  lead  to  a  rup- 
ture with  one  of  those  nations,  all  theae  meas- 
nies  were  palsied  bj  the  appointment  of  an  £u- 
Toy,  and  the  commencement  of  negotiation. 
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It  was  dear,  then,  that  the  pKwanmwi 
thought  the  matters  communicated  bv  his  Ms- 
sage,  which  related  to  oommeroe  and  boondaiT, 
were  constitutional];  vested  in  tb«  discretitB 
of  Oongrsas.  The  idea  was  ootroborat«d  by 
the  words  of  a  Message  relative  t«  the  negoda- 
tion  with  Spain ; 

"  And,  thsnfore,  by  ud  with  die  advice  sod  ns- 
mdI  of  tliB  SesBte,  I  mppoiated  CmnmisnoDeri  Pitd- 
potentiaiy  fbr  ncgotiatiiig  and  coododiiig  a  TiMly 
with  that  Dountry,  od  the  RT«nI  aatgccb  of  IiimiI 
uy,  navigalioti,  uid  ooiiiuwirK)iUid'g>ve  dwm  Ihi 


Why,  said  Mr,  L.,  communicatQ  the  instzne- 
tions  to  the  HinistersT  Becanse  thej  related 
to  commeroe,  to  navigation,  to  bonndary,  oa 
all  which  snbjects  the  PsxainKm  must  have 
tbonght  the  Legialatnre  had  a  ri^t  of  deeiaoD. 
He  must  have  thought  so  at  that  period ;  but, 
nnfartunately,  all  precedent  of  fi-ee  CMnmnnica- 
tion  ended  here ;  Mr.  Jay's  negotiatMKi  began, 
and  a  different  oonstrnction  was  asaomed. 

From  this  view  of  the  acta  of  Govemmait, 
Mr.  L.  s^d,  he  trusted  that  a  &r  dififerent  im- 

Ereerion  would  be  made^  than  that  the  doctrioa 
e  contended  fur  was  a  new  one,  originating  ib 
opposition  to  the  English  Treatj,  and  a  dedra 
to  disoii^ize  the  Government.  That,  on  th« 
oontrary,  it  had  been  declared  by  the  Phksides^ 
acquiesced  in  by  the  SenAte,  and  acted  apoit  b/ 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mabob  31. — Id  Committee  of  the  Whole  oo 
Mr,  LmuosTOM's  resolution ; 

Mr.  WiLUAMs  obaerved  much  had  been  said 
upon  the  sabject  of  the  present  resolntion,  and 

mnch  time  consumed,  that  he  should  ccn&ie 

I  ohaervations  within  a  narrower  oompats 
than  he  at  first  intended. 

was  contended  that  in  a  Rcpnhlican  Gov- 
lent  tiiere  ought  to  be  no  secrets;  hot  be 
would  ask  whether  it  vae  not  specified  in  the 
constitution  that  secrecy  should  be  observed  ob 
particular  occasions?  and,  had  not  his  coUeagne 
(Mr.  LivDfogTQK}  quoted  tlie  secret  Jountals  of 
the  House?  He  believed  if  the  constitution  of 
France  were  ezamiried,  it  would  be  found  that 
their  system  admitted  of  secrets.  He  had  the 
honor,  be  said,  to  be  npsu  a  committee,  before 
whom  many  papers  were  lud,  which  it  would 
be  improper  to  publish.  With  respect  to  the 
present  papers,  he  did  not  think  there  were  anf 
secrets  in  them.  He  believed  he  had  seen  than 
all.  For  the  space  of  ten  weeks  auy  meml>cr  itf 
that  House  might  have  seen  them.  It  was  not 
merely  with  respect  to  the  pi'esent  papers  that 
he  opposed  the  motion,  hot  because  it  would  be 
establishing  a  bad  precedent ;  and,  as  they  were 
a  young  Government,  they  ought  to  be  cantioas 
how  they  established  bad  precedents.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  tlio  negotiations  in  time  of 
war,  conBdeutiat  commnaicationa  were  neces- 
sary ;  but  if  no  p^)era  were  allowed  to  be  kupl 
secret,  what  person  would  ever  venture  to  make 
any  such  oommunioatton?  Hencejhis  oonntrr, 
when  in  the  greatest  danger,  may  be  modi 
injured  by  improper  precedents. 
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He  quoted  KttboritiM  to  prove  Uiat  tbera 
serer  wu  bat  one  preoedntt  in  Great  Britain 
of  a  Degotiator^  pqiere  1>eiDg  given  up ;  that 
wu  in  tne  laot  jear  of  the  reign  of  Qneen  Anne 
Then  the  IGoistiT  were  soon  afterwardi  obliged 
fly   their   oonntry.    He  was  sorry  that   a 


a  desperate  T017  &ction  for  a 
precedent. 

Some  Mntlemen  had  observed  that  the  papers 
ODght  to  oe  obt^ed,  becanae  the  Fkesidint  had 
intimated,  in  his  Speech,  that  he  would  lay  the 
p^«r8  b«A)re  the  Honae  with  the  Treaty ;  but 
they  were  mistaken  in  their  observationa,  bo- 
oanae  the  pqiers  had  not  been  Wd  befbre  ns. 

A  gentleman  from  PennsylraniA  aald,  becanae 
Qie  lung  of  England  lud  tbe  papers  relative  to 
a  negotiation  b^bre  Parliament  along  with  the 
Treaij  to  which  they  related,  thev  had  also  a 
right  to  papers,  the  Ooremmenta  being  similar; 
bot  when  die  King  did  tbiSj  he  informed  them 
Hat  he  had  oooclnded  sach  a  Treaty ;  and  after 
a  thing  was  eonclnded,  be  did  not  know  what 
could  remain  for  Parliament  to  do.  He  would 
refer  to  a  reoent  aathority,  and  not  go  tiaak  to 
1714;  it  was  to  the  case  of  the  Treaty  with 
Great  Britain  respecting  American  loyalists, 
when  papen  were  reftuea  to  be  given  np,  and  it 
was  deemed  a  most  inconsistent  thing  to  require 
tliem.  This  bnNneas  caused  great  debatee  in 
Pariiament,  and  the  motion  for  papers  was  loeC^ 
there  being  odI;  mity-three  for  it,  and  one  hon- 
dred  and  four  against  it.  Mr.  W.  read  the  ob- 
tervations  of  dUerent  members  of  Parliament 
on  the  ocoamm,  and  observed,  that  although  he 
was  unwilling  to  quote  precedents  from  a  Qov- 
emment  not  dmilar  to  ours,  yet  this  was  a  case 
in  point,  and  this  Treaty  was  negotiated  between 
Mr.  JxT,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Btates,  and 
Mr.  OewALEt,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

The  resolution  before  them  called  for  all 
papers,  whether  public  or  private,  except  such 
M  related  to  any  existing  negotiation ;  bnt  as 
Hie  Treaty  was  completed,  the  reeolatiou  includ- 
ed all  papers.  He  ahonla  have  had  leas  ol^ec- 
UoQ  to  the  motdoo,  if  the  amendment  proposed 
t^  the  gentleman  fhnn  Virginia  had  been  adopt- 
ed. He  did  not  see  the  use  the  papers  would 
beofif  tlieyweregoL  The  Honae  was  not  vested 
with  either  the  power  to  alter  or  amend  the 
Treaty.  But,  say  gentlemen,  they  are  wanted 
Ibr  information.  Bnt  he  believed  they  ought  to 
form  their  Judgments  of'the  Treaty  from  the 
instrument  itself.  Suppose  I  were  to  employ  an 
igent,  and  give  him  instructions  to  make  a  con- 
tract for  me,  on  condition  that  it  should  not  be 
binding  until  I  bad  approved  it ;  and  m j  agent 
return  and  1  approve  of  the  contract,  what  fight 
sau  be  thrown  upon  it  by  the  instructions  which 
vere  given  to  tlie  aaeat  1  The  instrument  alone 
WM  what  most  be  had  recourse  to ;  l>eoause  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  have  withheld  his  sanc- 
tion. 

If  hla  Information  was  right,  when  certain 
reaolutions  were  brought  forwfu^  in  the  year 
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1793,  a  gentleman  troja  Virginia  said  that  Great 
Britiun  would  refuse  to  negotiate  with  this  coun- 
try; but  immediately  upon  the  Treaty  being 
made  known,  it  wasevery  thing  that  woa  bad. 

He  would  endeavor  to  answer  some  observa- 
tions which  had  fallen  from  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Gilbs.)  It  was  asked  if  the 
Treaty  power  could  receive  any  check!  He 
conceived  the  will  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
obeyed.  They  had  given  power  to  the  Pnsai- 
mnr  and  Senate  to  make  Treaties,  which  if  not 
complied  with,  would  be  to  oppose  their  will. 
In  speaking  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  the 
constitution  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  it 
was  said  they  were  only  intended  to  mate  the 
check  more  certain  than  at  present ;  but  he  read 
the  resolution,  vii :  "That  no  Treaty  containing 
any  stipnlations  upon  the  subject  of  the  powers 
vested  in  Congress  by  the  eighth  section  of  the 
first  article,  shall  become  the  supreme  taw  of  tba 
land,  until  it  shall  have  been  approved  in  those 
particulars  by  a  m^ority  in  the  House  of  Rep< 
resentativee.  That  the  PsESiDErr,  before  he 
shall  ratify  any  Treaty,  shall  snbmit  the  same  to 
the  ^onse  of  Bepreeentatives ;  and  insisted  that 
it  might  be  clearly  deduced  from  them,  that  they 
did  not  conceive  the  Treaty  power  to  have  any 
check  iu  that  House.  That  State  had  kept  uni- 
formly the  same  ground  in  all  their  actions ;  but 
the  different  State  Legislatures  to  which  thdr 
amendments  had  been  proposed,  had  determined 
the  Trea^  power  rightly  placed  where  it  is  at 
present.  But  because  the  people  will  not  agree 
that  they  should  have  a  check  upon  the  Treaty 
power,  gentlemen  seem  disposed  to  nsmp  it  by 
their  present  doctrines. 

The  same  gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  observed, 
that  the  checks  in  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  had  been  completely  routed  for 
these  six  years.  He  was  exceedingly  sorry  that 
the  Pbxsideht  could  bind  that  Uouse,  bnt  he 
said  that  was  a  sword  that  cut  two  ways.  It 
was  too  late  in  the  day  to  assert  this  doctrina 
when  the  people  were  become  so  enlightened 
as  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
Government,  and  better  educated,  than  the 
people  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  They 
would,  therefore,  take  care  of  themselves. 

He  said  that  a  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina had  observed  that  the  Treaty  was  put  into 
operation  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  Pbesi- 
nxHT,  and  made  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the  land.- 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Giij:s)  granted  uat,  when  completed,  the  Treaty 
ought  to  be  annexed  to  the  laws.  Mr.  W.  askea. 
wasUiisnot  donef  It  had  been  promulgated 
in  the  way  in  which  Treaties  are  directed  to  be 
promulgated ;  and  he  would  ask,  if  a  case  were 
to  come  before  the  Judges  upon  it,  whether 
they  would  not  be  bound  to  oon^der  it  as  the 
law  of  the  land?  H  the  member  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  GiLze)  had  been  opposed  to  the  Treoty 
going  into  operation,  why  did  he  not  take  the 
proper  mode  to  prevent  it  I  He  knew  of  the 
resolution  which  directed  how  Treaties  are  to  be 
promulgated  and  annexed  to  our  code  of  law^ 
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be  knew  tbe  Treaty  bad  urivBd,  and  he  might 
bave  had  the  mbject  discaaeed.  If  a  m^)orit7 
ware  for  preventing  the  Troatj  from  being  pro- 
mulgated in  the  ordinar?  way,  then  tho  resotu- 
tioQ  might  have  been  done  away,  and  Mine 
otlier  mode  adopted  which  was  tfaooght  most 
pmdent. 

The  Mino  gentleman  next  oont«nded  tltat  law 
oao  annul  Treaties.  Bnt  he  bdiered  t'.iat  tbe 
OonstitutioQ  dedded  that  there  was  no  other 
wa;  of  repealing  Treaties  bnt  by  mntual  agree- 
ment of  the  parties,  or  by  war.  To  break  one 
artJcte  of  a  Troatj  was  t  j  break  the  whole,  and 
war,  or  a  new  Treaty  must  be  the  ocwseqnence. 
The  reason  he  gave  why  laws  could  repe«l 
Treotiea,  was,  because  laws  were  tbe  will  of  the 
people.  Treaties,  Mr.  W.  said,  were  as  mncb 
tbe  will  of  the  people  as  laws.  The  people  bad 
fixed  barriers  to  the  different  branches  of  the 
auutitndoD.  which  conld  not  be  overleaped 
without  endangering  the  whole  fabric 

In  speaking  of  power,  gentlemen  say  it  is 
more  liLely  tu  be  abased  in  the  Execative  thao 
in  that  Hoose.  Bat,  in  the  year  1780,  when 
■mendmetits  were  first  proposed  to  tbe  States,  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Maoibom)  assert- 
ed "  that  it  was  leas  neceesary  to  gnard  against 
abose  in  the  Ezeontive  Department  than  any 
Other,  because  it  was  not  tbe  stronger  branch 
of  the  system,  bat  the  weaker;  it  therefore 
most  be  levelled  against  tbe  Legislative,  for  it  is 
tbe  most  powerful,  and  tbe  moat  likely  to  be 
Bbnsed,  becaose  it  is  under  the  leaot  control ;" 
and  Mr.  W.  qnoted  several  laws  which  had 
originated  in  tuat  House,  by  which  very  large 
aoms  of  money  had  been  expended  to  little  pur- 
pose, which  he  would  explun  when  they  were 
in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  !Ueana. 

But  gentlemen  say,  "Have  we  not  as  much 
power  OS  the  House  of  Commons  in  Greikt  Br■^ 
^t"  He  answered,  their  powers  were  limited; 
the  constitution  was  their  guide.     He  thought 

SDtlemen  proceeded  as  if  tbej  were  about  to 
rm  a  constitation  rather  than  discuss  a  conati- 
tntionol  question.  Some  genllemen  had  said, 
Treaties  of  Amity  ought  to  be  vested  in  the 
Fbcsideht  and  8enate ;  others,  that  Treaties  for 
a  oeesation  of  arms  ought  to  be  vested  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive; thus  they  wander,  well  knowing 
tJiB  ground  they  had  taken  was  not  tenable. 
It  broDght  to  his  mind  an  observation  made  by 
an  Indian  Chie^  in  a  Treaty  at  Albany,  since  the 
late  WOT,  who,  after  thanking  the  Great  spirit 
for  directing  them  back  in  tbe  good  old  path, 
which  made  them  happy,  lamented,  that  ever 
since  they  had  wandered  trom  that  path,  they 
had  been  miserable.  Soitwoold  be  wiih  themif 
tbey  left  the  constitation;  they  would  wander 
from  the  right  path,  and  involve  theroselvea  to 
difftculties.  Appropriations  fur  the  army  ond 
n  Great  Britain  must  be  made  annually. 
It  which  they  must  be  disoharged.  By 
our  constitution  we  may  appropriate  for  two 
years  for  the  army,  and  no  mention  as  to  what 
time  for  tbe  navy ;  so  that  we  can  make  appro- 
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priations  fur  a  longer  time  i 
navy  than  in  Great  Britain. 

Tbe  gentleman  (Kr.  Gilk)  fnrtber  o^NttaJ, 
that  the  opinions  enlertuDed  io  that  Huaadhn 
years  ago,  were  not  to  inflaeace  tlieni  now:  it 
was  necesaary  however,  in  Mr.  W.'a  opiaka, 
that  wheneTsr  notions  changed  their  cmuh, 
some  notice  ought  to  be  given  of  theduap, 
that  it  might  be  known  by  nMions  uith  aks 
tbey  may  have  any  troosactiona.  To  prov«  tioa, 
he  quoted  Marten'i  Law  of  Nations.  Th«  Tmj 
hod  been  laid  before  tfaeco.  that  they  mi^^ 
propriate  money  ffar  cmrying  it  into  rfect  Ut 
the  first  of  Jnne,  the  British  were  togiveapik 
Western  poets ;  if  money  was  not  approfniad. 
would  they  not  be  deceived  ? 

Before  he  proceeded  to  remark  on  what  id 
fallen  from  hia  colleagne  (Mr.  Lrmesns)  bt 
wonld  mentirai,  that  they  hod,  for  soom  jw 
in  general  concurred  in  their  political  opmicK 
and  during  the  present  sesmon  they  had  Ttni 
very  little ;  in  the  qnesiion  before  tbe  How, 
however,  they  ahould  differ  very  coo^iir^. 
Soon  after  tbe  constitntion  was  fiTimod, «  C* 
vention  was  held  in  the  State  of  New  York  ■ 
which  he  b.id  tbe  honor  to  be  a  member.  Bt 
was  fully  of  opinion  at  that  time,  as  he  wtsw, 
that  tbe  Treaty  power  was  a  dangenms  po«B, 
and,  in  consequence,  gave  bis  diaeMit  to  iL 

lie  would  proceed  to  remark  on  what  U 
fallen  from  his  oolle^ue.  He  bad  aaii  ia* 
oonld  they  determine  whether  the  Tretlj"* 
conatitntional  or  not,  or  whether  an  impM^ 
raent  was  necewary,  without  information!  T^ 
papem,  oa  he  had  said  before,  were  open  for  ta 
weeks,  dnring  which  timegentlanen  mighlba™ 
bad  access  to  them.  But  that  geDtlenttn  Nii 
tbey  had  denied  him  of  late,  and  bo  tber  taJ 
been  to  him;  but  he  understood  tbeyvwrt 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  and  mi^t  be«i 
there.  He  mentioned  a  case  of  a  Treaty  wifti 
foreign  conntry,  in  which  their  Minister  n^ 
have  received  presents;  bnt  declared,  tbai  6* 
did  not  believe  there  was  any  corroptiMl '« !*■ 
negotiatiiia  of  the  Treaty  in  question.  It^ 
peared  to  him.  therefore,  inconaist«Dt  still  W 
talk  (^impeachment. 

Suppose,  for  in^ance,  hia  colleague  »»  H- 
tomey  General  of  the  State  of  New  YmI,^ 
mea  were  to  chat^  another  with  being  S™^ 
.  of  burglary,  whose  character,  repntatiofl.  •* 
standing  in  life  were  irrepn»chaUe,  ^'>^  ^ 
subpwua  bim  to  meet  the  charge  I  No,  » 
would  not.  And  still  the  case  is  oiaclly  Hiaw 
to  the  present 

If,  said  Mr.  W.,  his  ooUeagne  or  any  wnW 
of  the  House  wanted  the  papers,  they  iud  aij 
to  rise  in  their  place  and  declare  then  vtn 
grounds  of  Bns[>ioion  fur  an  impeadunent;  *^ 
any  memlwr  refuse  the  call  t  Bnt  k  pn^atti 
no  such  thine  was  thonsht  of.  Why,  ^"^^ 
pend  so  mncn  precious  ttmennnecesirly'.  ™ 
gentleman  believed  that  the  Minis:er  W  *"" 
ated  from  the  instructions  originally  P'**?": 
but  that  he  received  new  iDstmctknuL  ^l"'' 
ever  iastructioas  were  given  to  bim,  il  W"" 
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>j  tbe  Treaty  being  ratified,  that  be  ezeonted 
beiu  l«  the  satisfactioa  of  bia  employer. 

It  may  be,  said  Vr.  W.,  that  this  Hooae  igay 
letermine  tbat  it  baa  a  check  on  the  Trenty-rosk- 
ng  power ;  but  the  next  Googreas  may  esy  there 
i  no  mcb  thing.  Whether  there  is,  or  there 
a  not  thig  check,  it  ia  neoeagary  for  the  stability 
)f  the  GovemmoDt  tJ)  have  it  determined ;  aod 
le  would  join  in  aentimeot  with  the  gentleman 
h>m  Maryland  in  a  wish  that  it  might  be  settied. 
3nt  he  would  hnve  the  amendment  oonstitution- 
dly  made ;  for,  if  we  oureelyea  do  not  nnder- 
tand  the  constitntion,  it  a  not  likely  tbat  oar 
nnstitaente  at  large  ^onld  nnderstend  it  If  I 
im  vrrong  now  in  tbe  tme  meaning  of  the  con- 
rtitation,  I  have  been  wrong  aince  ita  adoption, 
rhe  people  are  the  soTereign ;  their  will  iball 
w  my  guide,  from  which  I  will  not,  knowingly, 
lepart.  I  lire  in  the  midrt  of  a  body  of  plain 
}iit  intelligent  freemen,  whose  employment  is 
he  cnltiTation  of  the  earth,  and  woo  prize 
lothing  beyond  tbe  freedom  they  eijoy,  They 
in  jaalona  of  their  liberties,  bat  they  are  obe- 
lient  to,  and  willing  to  respect  and  support  the 
am  of  the  land.  How  will  they  know  the 
awg,  if  we  do  not  nnderstand  the  oonstitntion 
liter  ft  luB  been  in  operation  for  nearly  eight 
rears I 

Gendemen  observed,  that  if  the  Treaty-mak- 
ng  power  was  meant  to  be  vested  solely  ia  the 
pKEsmsNT  and  Senate,  it  wonld  have  been  niid 
n  eiplicitly ;  bnt,  he  thongbt,  if  the  constita- 
;ion  hod  iDtended  that  Honse  to  have  interfered 
n  Treaties,  that  wonld  have  been  expressed,  as 
t  faw  words  would  have  done  it. 

Hisoolleagne  asserted,  tbat  tbat  Eonse  had  tbe 
X)war  of  carrying  into  effect  or  not  any  Treaty; 
)nt  he  tbon^t  the  Ilonse  obliged  to  carry  into 
iffect  all  Treaties  const  itntion  ally  and  completely 
Bade,  To  support  his  dootrine,  Mr.  Litinobtoit 
lad  referred  to  the  practice  (J  Great  Britain, 
md  singed  out  tbe  Treaty  of  Utrecht 

In  England,  said  Mr.  W.,  tbe  Treaty-making 
>ower  is  in  the  King.  A  Treaty,  when  made 
>y  him,  pledgee  the  publio  faith  and  binds  the 
ution ;  bnt  tbe  Conrts  of  Law  and  the  ofBcers 
if  the  revenue  do  not  consider  Treaties  as  the 
nprerae  law  (when  they  change  tbe  regulations 
if  commerce  or  interfere  with  previous  acta  of 
Parliament)  nntil  Parliament  has  passed  acts 
nnfonnably  to  Bn<ih  atipnlations  of  a  Treaty. 


Rent,  tbe  power  of  the  King  alone  to  repeal  ex- 
iting laws  being  a  just  ground  of  apprehension. 
''rom  a  like  apprehension,  a  Treaty,  though  ne- 
lotioted  and  made  in  all  its  parts  by  the  pRiai- 
iKHT,  must  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their 
atification.  The  Senate  is  a  popular  assembly, 
■nd  representing  the  States.  The  concurrence 
if  two-thirds  is  eqnol  on  every  principle  of  com- 
lining  the  public  will  with  tbe  acts  of  the  con- 
titnted  anthoritiee  to  tbe  aanotion  of  Porlla- 


Id  England,  Treaties  of  Peace,  of  Alliance, 
ud,  perhaps,  many  other*,  are  perfect  And  bind- 


ing without  co-operation  of  Parliament,  The 
opinion  of  some  is  understood  to  be,  and  Block- 
it)mt  seema  to  be  of  the  number,  that  every 
Treaty,  when  made  by  the  King,  is  oljligatory 
withont  the  concurrenoe  of  Parliament.  Tbe 
practice,  however,  is  to  Jay  Treaties  before  Par- 
liament when  laws  are  necessary  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  and  for  Parliament  to  pass  sncb  laws. 
And,  although  a  very  broad  discretion  has  been 
claimed  in  Parliament  to  pass  or  r«ject  such  laws, 
the  uuiform  practice,  except  in  one  instance,  haa 
been  to  pass  them.  The  faith  of  the  nation  is 
considered  as  pledged.  The  case  where  laws  to 
carry  the  Treaty  into  effect  have  been  refused,  la 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1714.  The  credit  of 
the  example  is  much  abated  by  the  circiimston' 
cea  of  the  times  when  it  happened.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  had  been  displaced,  bnt  bis 
friends  were  powerM  \  a  Tory  Minister  was  in 
power  and  much  hated;  Queen  Anne  was  do- 
cayiufi,  and  died  that  year,  and  the  succession  to 
the  Crown  was  doubtful  Parties  were  ready 
to  draw  the  sword  against  each  other,  and  the 
most  distinguished  Ministers  were  soon  pro- 
scribed and  ned  the  country.  A  civil  war  broke 
out  in  ITIS,  tbe  next  year.  One  only  example 
in  snch  ti  lies,  and  the  forerunner  and  cause  of 
snch  events,  weighs  little  against  the  coun^  of 
practice  in  nnmberlees  cases,  all  issuing  another 
way.  It  proves  that  tbe  practice  of  Parliament 
correspimds  with  our  doctrine.  I£  bowever, 
their  maxtmi  are  different,  so  is  their  constitu- 
tion in  this  particnlor.  The  act  of  the  King 
should  be  compared  with  the  act  of  the  Phbbi- 
nxNTalore;  and  the  ratification  of  the  Senate 
should  be,  and,  by  our  constitution,  it  must  be, 
considered  equal  to  tbe  sanction  of  Parliament. 
The  doctrine  ascribed  by  Mr.  Gallatin  to  tbe 
Parliament  affords  a  reason  for  their  calling  for 
papers ;  because,  he  says,  they  are  to  act  upon 
thorn.  Yet  snch  call  is  seldom  made,  and  would 
probably  be  refiised,  if  made  without  manifest 
occasion  for  the  papers.  Our  conatitatioo  hu 
setUed  a  different  doctrine;  and,  ss  the  papers 
cannot  be  needed,  they  cannot  properly  be 
ashed  for. 

He  doubted  not  that  the  Treaty  lately  coo- 
oladed  with  Great  Britain  had  ere  now  been  laid 
before  Parliament,  and  a  sum  of  money  granted 
for  reoom]lensii)g  spoliations  committed  in  this 
country,  (should  tliey  then  attempt  to  tefuae 
appropriations  for  carrying  the  Treaty  into  effect 
on  their  part,  where  wotild  be  their  national 
honor,  their  national  &ith !  Suppose  tbe  Treaty 
were  a  bad  bargain,  that  would  not  authorize 
them  to  break  it.  No :  if  a  bad  bargain  be  made 
to-day,makeabetterto-morrow.  Neither  should 
they  determine  the  thing  before  it  came  before 
them.  Probably  they  may  not  find  it  so  bad  as 
it  had  been  represented ;  for  though  it  might,  in 
some  respects,  narrow  onr  commercial  inter- 
course, yet  perhaps,  by  so  doing,  the  agricultn- 
ral  interest  would  be  proportionably  benefited. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  ogricnltural  interest 
was  tbe  true  interest  of  this  country.  If  by  tbe 
Treaty  we  find  tbat  it  tends  to  the  wel&re  dUm 
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&niier,  we  maj  ooncinde  our  negotiator  had  the 
tme  interest  of  his  ooantr;  in  view;  and  it  wu 
hia  (Ur.  W.'i)  opinion  that  ■  man  taken  from 
the  plough  and  pat  on  board  a  vessel  was  a 
man  loet  to  the  tme  interest  of  thi»  coantry. 
Thia  conntry  is  not  iike  that  of  Great  Britain : 
they  are  confined  to  sin ali  islands;  we  have  a 
oonntry  extensive  and  fertile,  and  it  is  onr  dntv 
to  encourage  settlers,  increase  our  nambers,  and, 
bv  so  doing,  we  ahall  soon  be  in  a  sitnation  to 
ittd  defiance  ta  all  the  world.  He  was  willing 
to  encourage  oommerce  to  its  foil  proportion, 
bnt  not  so  as  to  ii^are  the  agrienltQral  interest. 
The  third  article  in  the  Treaty  had  been  qnoted 
by  a  gentleman  from  Uaiylaud  (Mr.  B.  Smra)  aa 
having  a  tendency  to  (n>erata  nnequally  in  onr 
impoet  duties ;  Mr.  W.  omerved  he  ^  not  think 
that  was  very  eioeption^le,  so  &r  as  it  had 
been  explained.  He  did  not  think  the  third 
claose  or  the  Treaty  a  bad  one:  it  only  went  to 
thia,  that  when  Qreat  Britain  earned  goods 
throagh  oor  oonntry  they  were  to  pay  the  i 
duty  aa  American  citizens.  And  wonld  not 
be  a  greater  advantage  to  the  TJaited  States  than 
if  they  went  np  the  rivers  St.  lAwrence  or  Mis- 
sisuppi,  and  pud  no  dnty  ?  All  the  dnty  re- 
oeivea  of  them  wonld  be  so  much  gain  to  the 
country. 

Bis  oolleagne  (Vr.  LmNesToir)  went  on  too 
oontemporaneons  a  oonstrnction,  and  i^d  that 
the  Honse  were  betterable  to  judge  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  oonstitation  than  the  conventions 
which  were  held  to  consider  upon  its  adoption. 
He  did  not  tliink  so.  He  said,  he  bad  always 
been  called  an  anti-Federalist,  and  was  so  con- 
sidered to  this  day.  He  wonld  willingly  Join  to 
obtain  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  with 
reapeot  to  the  Treaty  power;  but^  beoaose  he 
did  not  believe  the  ooustitation  contemplated  an 
Interference  in  that  Hoose  in  respect  to  Treaties, 
he  could  not  agree  to  the  propoeed  doctrine, 

Hr.  W.  said,  it  was  not  necessary  fbr  him  to 
go  into  the  argument  which  indnced  the  oon- 
veDtion  to  fix  the  Treaty-making  power;  it 
need  only  be  mentioned  that  they  Knew  how 
and  where  that  power  was  exercised  in  Great 
Britain ;  and,  in  order  to  avert  the  difficulties 
which  hod  arisen  tbtre,  the  convention  vested 
the  power  with  the  Pbesideitt  and  Senate ; 
and,  to  gnard  against  nndue  inflnenoe,  directed 
that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  should 
ooncur  with  the  Pkesident.  The  convention 
had  many  difflcnlties  to  surmount  in  this  ar- 
ticle; they  had  to  do  away  the  equal  power 
the  small  States  shared,  under  the  Coi^ederatdon, 
with  the  large  States.  But,  to  do  away  the 
discordant  interests  of  the  diSbrent  States  and 
to  give  tbe  small  States  satisfactioo,  agreed 
that  all  the  States  should  be  equally  represented 
in  the  Senate.  In  tbe  Treaty-m^ing  power 
each  State  hath  an  eqnal  voice.  To  extend  it 
further,  for  anotiter  check,  wlthont  the  consent 
of  the  smaller  States,  wonld  be  doing  away,  in 
part,  that  power  which  the  small  States  had 
retained. 

He   read  the  observations   of  one  of  the 


Judges  of  the  Bnpreme  Oosrt  of  tiw  StiUrf 
New  York,  when  debadng  on  the  merits  tilm- 
oonstitntion  in   the  oraaventioa  hdd  bi  a 


be  poramonnt  to  any  law.  Among  tbe  tmd 
pamaoea  trom  the  dehate«  of  the  ConvottiiM  i^ 
New  York,  Ur.  W.  read  the  following  popcari 
amendment  of  Ur.  T^nri»>g_  who  wis  a  mmte 
of  theooDvention  that  formed  the  taoslis^» 
of  the  United  States,  whose  atnlities  and  aiit 
were  not  donbted  by  any  who  knerw  him; 

"Aaofied;  Aide  opbiao oT this cnmnitln, Ait ■ 
Trea^  ought  bi  apivats  k>  ■•  to  abitr  ttnanntiHn 
ef  any  St>tB  ;  nor  ongfat  any  oonunennal  TMtff  ■ 
operate  n  ai  to  abragata  may  law  cf  S»  C>*1 


He  believed  that  the  ai  ,    , 

the  Virnnia  Oonv«itioD  arose  trom  tbdr  eo 
dering  that  there  was  no  check  in  that  Hmk: 
the  contrary  snppoutioD,  he  said,  woddbtBi 
rowing  a  boat  one  way  aod  looking  aBotlw. 

Bis  collaagnes  read  extracts  from  the  joenife 
to  prove  that  the  PsuiDRMT  had  latdbeAnlU 
House  instmctiona  which  he  had  pven  hit  lEt- 
isters  employed  on  the  Treaty  bnfnese.  H(  te- 
liered,  when  much  money  was  likely  to  bi 
wanted,  it  was  prudent  and  right  to  do  so.  H 
was  as  if  he  asked  that  Hooae  whether  it  wnM 
agree  to  a  propoeed  negoUatioD  or  dedsn  t« 
— as  if  he  bad  s^d,  "  I  cannot  joiotk  jw 
Treoeury;  which  way  wonld  yon  have  me  set  I* 
It  was  inconsistent  to  say  that  he  haddindn^ 
ed  his  power  by  asking  advice.  Book^  he  mi, 
might  be  produced  without  nnmber;  birt  w 
thing  could  be  brought  to  justify  the  breaUivi' 
a  oontraot  oonstitntionally  mode.  It  bu  l*- 
oome  the  law  of  the  land.  The  Hmm  Iws 
indeed,  the  physical  power  to  rrftse  to  qipe- 
priate  to  taurj  such  a  Treaty  into^kt;  W 
the  coDstitntion  meant  that  what  was  dtnebr 
one  branch  of  the  X«^ialatnre  aboold  be  tm- 
firmed  by  the  others,  except  the  act  via  nnwe- 
stitntionaL  If  a  Treaty  was  oonstitBtional,  di? 
were  therefiu«  implie^y  bound  to  cony  it  iide 
eflbcL 

His  oolleagne  denied  that  any  danger  lay  in 
thepopularpariioftheOavemment;  hotiici^ 
differently.  To  say  there  was  more  dsnpf  * 
lie  apprehended  from  the  Executive  than  Ita 
Legislatiye  branch  of  Government  was  nwoeofl 
doctrine.  He  should  enlarge  on  ^is  •'^** 
when  the  Treaty  came  before  the  Honse,  sua  » 
trosted  he  should  clearly  show  that  Iheg'e*'*'* 
danger  of  abase  lay  in  that  House.  Have  tli«< 
not  hills  originated  in  this  House  wiiieh  taw 
caused  the  eipenditnre  of  much  ""J^^J^'^J]'? 
little  purpose?  Is  there  not  miH«  "^""^ 
bility  in  one  man  than  in  krge  bodksl  u^ 
was  not  the  member  from  Vh^uia  (Ur.  H^ 
80s)  of  this  opinion,  as  I  have  before  *''*^' 

Where  have  (said  Mr.  W.)  tbe  acts  <fip°^ 
that  have  cost  eo  mndh  money  to  beeipnw*! 
hy  reason  of  whidi  the  report  of  the  ConuaiB« 
of  Ways  and  Means  states  tlie  neceea'tr  ^  W^ 
rowing  such  Urge  nuns  to  meet  the  ncaasuye^ 
mandB--the  laying  additional  taxes  and  datiK) 
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Md.  tiiwe  acta  originate  vlth  the  Ezeontivef 
^o.  Where  then  t  In  this  Home.  All  monef 
jOIb  xaxkBl  originate  in  this  Honee,  being  «o  dl- 
reoted  b;  the  constitation. 

Though  his  oolleagne  repraiented  Great  Bri- 
tain as  being  in  obains,  ;et  ne  vat  drawing  pre- 
oedents  from  their  Government.  At  first,  he 
tlioagbt  he  had  &llen  in  love  with  the  GoTem- 
meot,  bnt  he  onerwards  found  hia  tniatake.  In 
that  Govenunent,  s^  Mr.  W.,  one  precedent 
oreatee  another,  qnd  thej  soon  aoonmnUte  and 
form  laws ;  but  hia  friend  wag  drawing  prece- 
denta  irom  that  nation  to  rapport  the  checks^ 
'wliich,  Hr.  Giue  add,  had  been  for  six  years 
completely  rooted  from  the  GoYemment  of  the 
United  States.  He  feared,  if  the  gentlemen 
wera  permitted  to  take  their  course,  we  should 
■oon  have  a  ourione  sort  of  oonatitntion. 

But,  to  conclude,  the  min  or  prosperi^  of  the 
nation  depended  much  on  the  present  Govem- 
ment.  He  s^d,  if  the  people  nonrish  and  are 
happj;  if  thej  are  industrious  and  at  peace, 
they  win  not  complain  of  their  Government 
If  this  be  the  case,  it  will  scarcely  b«  admitted 
that  the  diecks  in  the  GovemmeDt  have  been 
completely  routed  for  these  six  years ;  if  they 
were,  however,  he  thought  the  nation  conld  not 
be  better  than  happy, 

Mr.  MiiiMDax  observed,  that  as  the  hour  of 
M^onmment  was  drawing  near,  he  would  not 
det^n  the  committee  long.  The  length  of  the 
debates,  on  both  sides  of  the  qneatlon,  had  left 
him  little  room  for  observation ;  but  as  a  con- 
stitutional question  had  been  involved  in  the 
resolution  before  the  committee,  and  as  all  con- 
atitntiona]  qnestions  wore  important  in  their  na- 
tore,  be  could  not  thinli  of  giving  a  silent  vote. 
He  perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  last,  from  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
that  we  ought  not  to  put  ourfoot  from  off  the  con- 
stitution, and  on  that,  he  said,  he  would  stand. 
Kor  did  he  think  it  neceaeary  to  reeort  to  this 
or  that  Government  to  know  their  usages,  or 
U>  know  wliat  was  said  in  this  or  that  State,  or 
what  was  written  by  this  or  that  man— but, 
acoarding  to  the  common  and  most  obvious 
meaning  of  words  oontwied  iu  the  conatitotion, 
to  draw  onr  conclusion.  That  part  of  the  con- 
■tttntion  which  had  been  often  mentioned,  he 
bemed  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  read— that 
iUTreaties  made  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  should  be  the  supreme  kw  of  the  laud. 
He  asked,  what  was  the  aathority  of  the  United 
States)  Powers  derived  from  the  constitution. 
What  are  these  powers  t  L^islative,  Eieou- 
tive,  and  JudiclsL  The  better  to  understand 
these,  let  oa  see,  said  be,  in  what  order  they 

C!nt  themselves  to  us.  In  the  coostitation  we 
that  in  the  very  first  section  all  Legislative 
powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  which  shall  con- 
«bt  of  a  Senate  and  Houso  of  Representatives. 
This,  then,  U  the  Legislative  poiver,  the  statute 
making  power,  the  orduning  power,  the  enact- 
ing power,  or  any  other  name  by  which  it  may 
be  colled.    Now,  then,  said  he,  let  us  see  the 


extent  of  this  power.  In  the  8th  section.  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws.  It 
would  be  necessary,  he  said,  to  attend  to  the 
monosyllable  all.  If  the  Pbssidint  and  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  have  a  right  t«  make  a  law, 
do  Congress  make  all  lawsf  Certainly  not. 
The  constitution  heiug  his  gnide,  he  felt  snp- 

Krted  by  a  just  confidence  in  his  opinion;  but 
woold  not  say  but  he  might  be  mistaken,  and 
was  unwilling  to  commit  himself.  It  was  his 
opinion,  then,  that  Treaties  ought  to  be  bottom- 
ed on  a  law  befbre  they  can  have  any  binding 
iufioence.  To  elucidate  tiiis,  he  said,  it  wonld 
be  necessatr  to  read  tlie  whole  of  the  clause ; 
Congren  shall  have  power  to  make  nil  laws 
whidi  shall  be  neceesary  and  proper  for  cnrry- 
ingicto  execntion  the  foregoing  powers,  (which 
are,  hesaid,  seventeen  in  number,  particularly 
ezprMsenlJ  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  tliia 
constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 
Here,  o^in,  he  observed,  we  find  the  monosyl- 
lable all.  What  does  it  import?  Every  one — 
the  whole.  Of  what)  Of  all  other  powers 
vested  by  thia  constitution  in  the  Goverument 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  dtparlm^nt  or 
ofBcer  thereof.  What  is  the  Pbbsidknt  and 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate  ?  The  Treaty -making 
dqtartmmt.  Therefore,  being  a  d^Ttmmt, 
whatever  powers  are  vested  in  tbem  by  the 
constitution  cannot  be  carried  into  execution 
but  by  a  law,  othervriee  theclause  in  the  consti- 
tution means  nothing.  What  is  a  lawt  The 
will  of  the  people  made  known.  Where  is  that 
will  to  be  found  I  In  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled.  Are  the  PsxeiDtsr  and  two-thirds 
oftjie  Senate  Congress!  No;  therefore  they 
cannot  make  a  law. 

The  gentleman  item  New  Hampshire  asked, 
what  do  the  Feebidkxt  and  two-tbirds  of  the 
Senate  operate  upon?  I  answer,  with  him, 
on  Treaties ;  but  in  their  natnre  they  are  only 
a  department,  and  whatever  a  department 
does  cannot,  he  repealed,  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution but  by  a  law.  The  Treaty-making  power 
is  an  intermediate  department,  and  no  iu-stru- 
ment  tbey  can  make  can  operate  the  repeal  of  a 


jpeal 


Wand 

observed,  tjiat  if  uie  House  of  Represeutitives 
was  to  have  a  control  over  Treaties,  smnll  States 
might  be  iijured  in  their  commerce,  because 
the  representation  on  that  floor  was  unequal, 
Mr.  M.  observed,  that  though  his  State  was  OOt 
a  small  State,  yet  it  was  small  in  representation, 
bnt  he  apprehended  no  danger.  Under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  it  was  a  Government 
of  States;  imder  the  present  Government,  it 
was  a  Government  of  deportments,  of  ohcpks. 
He  said,  the  local  Interest  of  one  State  wna  so 
blended  with  another  that  the  security  of  the 
one  became  the  security  of  the  whole,  founded 
on  a  proportion  of  sovereignty  surrendered  by 
each  to  the  whole,  and  each  drawing  from  the 
whole  its  proportion  of  security.    Let  ns  tiwD, 
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Here  be 

read  part  of  the  9tb  BMtioD :  No  Ux  or  clnt; 
■hftll  be  kid  on  utides  eipOTted  from  any 
State;  no  Dreferoooo  shall  be  given  bj  *a,j  n- 
gnlation  of  commeroe  or  revenue  to-tbe  ports  of 
one  State  over  thoae  of  anotber.  He  Mud,  the 
nc«otiato»  of  the  Treaty,  in  the  IStb  article, 
had  Md  »  prohibition  on  the  erportttlon  of 
cotton  to  any  part  of  the  worid,  except  in  Brit- 
i^  veseelB— cotton,  the  growth  of  our  cwn 
Mil,  an  important  itsple  in  the  two  Soatbem 
States,  particnUrlj  in  the  one  b«  had  the  honor 
to  repreaent.  Bat  it  is  Bsid,  and  so  we  find  it, 
that  tbi«  article  ia  m^ended,  and  open  to  ftir- 
ther  negotiation.  He  called  on  the  oonunittee 
for  anj  member  to  denj  that  the  principle  did 
not  BtUl  exist.  He  f^d,  then,  if  a  priociple  still 
exists  in  that  Treaty  which  militate  with  a 
fbndamental  principle,  a  principle  in  the  oonsti- 
tnlion,  be  left  to  the  committee,  which  ought 
to  yield.  Were  this  principle  to  prevail,  it  would 
deatroy  a  vital  part  of  the  constitation,  and  in- 
Jnra  the  agricnltnre  of  the  States.  H«  called 
on  that  gentleman  to  beware  of  admitting  such 
»  principle ;  for,  if  onoe  allowed,  it  woold  ex- 
tend not  only  to  the  cotton  of  Georgia,  bnt  to 
the  fiaiseed  of  Rhode  Island,  the  floor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  tobacoo  of  Virginia. 

Kr.  U.  conclnded  by  observing,  that,  from  all 
he  had  said,  it  was  to  be  nnderstood  that  the 
powers  of  legislation  were  only  with  Oongrem, 
and  that  the  Hoose  of  Repreaentativea  could 
not,  on  the  subject  before  them,  legislate  with- 
oat  information.  Before  he  sat  down,  be  could 
not  help  observing  that  It  was  somewhat  strange 
that  the  first  Treaty  negotiated  under  the  pre- 
aeot  Oovemment  with  a  Enropean  nation, 
ahonld  produce  such  a  contrariety  of  sentiment 
on  the  meaning  of  the  oonslitutitm,  and  tliat  he 
was  reminded  by  this  circumstance  of  the  per- 
tinent words  of  a  celebrated  writer : 

"  The  works  of  human  invention  are  progres- 
sive, and  are  not  completed  hot  by  degreea.  At 
the  last  improvement  we  are  apt  to  sit  down 
satisfied,  and  vbIdIt  imagine  that  we  have  ae- 
OOmpUahed  the  and  we  have  proposed,  but  time 
Mon  nnravels  the  fine-spun  system,  and  we  find 
onrselvefl  obliged  to  interweave  fresh  materials 
to  repair  the  disordered  texture. 

Mr.  KrroHiLt  observed,  that  he  oonld  not 
think  of  giving  a  ulent  vote  on  so  important  a 
question  as  this  had  become ;  but  he  snonld  not 

Einto  an  argumentative  discussion  on  the  snb- 
Dt,  nor  should  he  inquire  into  the  opinions 
Id  in  different  oonventions  at  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  or  refer  to  Grmt  Britain 
for  precedents.  He  would  look  at  the  consti- 
tution alone,  and  see  what  were  the  powers 
given  to  the  difierent  branohu  of  Government 
1  t(  says  that  such  and  such  powers  are 
' '- "  -    '       '  ■    '^  Eiecudve, 

.    Where  that 
s  shall  lay  and  collect 
3  with  foreign  nations, 
a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  pro- 


vide  for  tiie  common  defbnce,  Ac,  and  thu  tk 
Executive  shall  have  power,  by  and  vilh  te    | 
oonsant  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  to  mb 
Treatis'i,  appoint  Ambaasadors,  ftc,  the  £r»    ' 
QoTLi  of  the  constitution  mnBt  be  abided  br. 

He  would  inqoire  what  Treaties  cooldhtt 
tered  into  by  the  PaisniKiri  and  Senate,  wi&a 
infringing  upon  the  powers  placed  in  Coiip™!  ' 
He  bolievad  Treatiea  of  Peace,  of  Amitj.  MJ 
Friendship,  oonld  be  made  by  them.  U  tU 
oonld  be  done,  he  s^d,  thoM  were  the  povsi 
meant  tobe  vested  in  the  pRK&iDKirr  and  Seul^ 
and  not  that  Treatiea  shoold  erabraee  oljaa 
which  are  expressly  appoiotod  to  the  iiiiu|e- 
ment  of  Congress.  In  thin  view,  the  Fmaai 
and  Senate  would  not  have  the  power  to  inti- 
enee  that  House  in  their  proceedings;  bateoB- 
mercial  or  other  Treaties  which  embraced  gt 
Jeota  the  regulation  of  which  was  placed  ■ 
Congress,  must  be  laid  before  them  for  [hef»- 
pose  of  tiieir  pasnng  or  refriaing  to  pas  linu 
carry  them  into  ^fect,  in  the  same  waj  » 
Treatiea  with  the  Indians  had  been  laid  t«£n 
them. 

He  did  not  think  the  qae»ti<Hi  of  itsdf  betn 
the  Honse  important,  as  it  related  to  tbefmite- 
tion  of  papers,  bat  only  aa  it  involved  in  ita 
important  prindple,  viz:  that  when  Tre«iB 
were  made  bv  the  Pbkidkkt  and  Senile,  ini 
presented  to  that  House,  they  had  nothing  to  in 
nut  appropriate  money  to  carry  them  into  effia 
It  was  Irne  genUemeo  had  seemed  rillni;  u 
allow  them  what  they  called  discretion ;  biit  it 
was  snch  a  sort  of  discretion  aa  a  crimiul  mj^ 
be  add  to  have,  who  was  told  be  might  chow 
this  or  that  posture  of  sufiering,  bnt  thit  b 
must  die.  I 

It  had  been  said  that  the  Pbeshhxt  ai 
Senate  were  eqnally  the  RepresentaliTes  g(  a* 
people  with  that  House.  He  wonid  iflqiw» 
how  they  became  sot  The  constjtotion  k* 
appointed  that  Representatives  shall  be  chw» 
by  the  people  in  proportion  to  their  popoliM. 
Were  the  Senate  so  chosen  I  No.  fThepeopl" 
have  no  vote  at  all  in  choosing  them.  Are  to? 
amenableto  the  people  for  their  condnrtl  M 
Therefore,  in  no  shape  can  they  be  caflea  BJ 
Representatives  of  the  people,  ^e  Sen»l^  » 
said,  represented  the  several  State  Lf^itnW 
and  that  Honse  the  people  at  lai^  Be  «■ 
sure,  therefore,  that  every  thing  in  ^^'"^^ 
interesta  of  the  people  at  large  were  concerow 
should  be  submitted  to  their  consideratioD,  be- 
fore it  was  carried  into  effect, 

A  groat  deal,  he  observed,  had  been  wn  qm 
this  subject,  some  things  well  said,  and  iff 
deal  that  might  have  been  as  wefl  on^  " 
any  good  effect  it  was  likely  to  pwli» 
He  was  sorry  to  hear  what  had  Men  &wn  ' 
gentieman  ftum  Rhode  Island  with  rap*' » 
the  interesta  of  small  States.  He  said  1»  ™ 
himself  a  Representative  of  a  smill  ^n 
he  believed  hia  constituents  were  ^^''^'"^ 
with  the  present  distribution  of  po'Mi  '^IT. 
not  wish  tiiat  of  the  PaMmKST  or  SaniM  «"• 
increased.  ' 
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He  did  not  think  what  fell  from  bU  ooUeague, 
vrhen  he  said  gentlemen  wished  to  amnse  the 
people  with  the  ory  of  libertj,  lil>erty,  and  apoke 
of  tne  groans  of  three  or  four  hnndntd  thuoMiid 
slaves  assailing  hia  ears,  was  meant  sa  a  re- 
flection npon  uij  gentleman  in  that  House  who 
might  hold  slaves ;  but  an  eameet  wish  that  the 
people  at  large  might  never  bend  their  necks  to 
slavery. 

He  did  not  think  the  snbject  of  tie  Treaty  at 
all  before  the  Honse.  Be  should  give  hia  vote 
for  the  papera ;  not  so  mnch  on  account  of  their 
t»eing  01  great  importance  in  themselves,  bat  in 
order  to  repel  the  doctrine,  that  they  had  no 
right  to  discass  the  merits  of  any  Treaty  what' 

Uakoh  Sii. — In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Vp.  LinKOSTON's  resolution : 

iir,  CoTT  aaid,  the  attention  of  tlie  committee 
was  donbtle«8  fatigued  with  the  subject  before 
it ;  to  thog^  gentlemen  who  had  already  deliv- 
ered their  sentiments  npon  the  occasion,  be  need 
not  make  any  apology ;  and  to  those  who  had 
not  done  so,  he  would  aseore  them  that  be 
woald  not  occnpy  mnch  of  their  time. 

Vost  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  gone  before 
hinn,  he  observed,  had  regretted  that  the  debate 
had  taken  the  turn  it  had,  bnt  he  was  happy  it 
had  taken  such  a  turn.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  motion  was  intended  aa  a  stepping-stone  to 
a  Tiolation  of  the  righla  of  the  other  branches 
of  the  Government  by  that  House.  It  became 
him  when  he  made  a  declaration  of  this  kind 
to  any,  that  he  did  not  impnte  other  than  pnre 
motives  to  any  member  of  that  Honse.  He  be- 
lieved the  general  wish  was  to  discover  the  tnie 
sense  of  the  constitution ;  yet  it  was  not  eitni' 
ordinary  if  in  doing  this  men  were  actuated  by 
the  sentiments  which  they  had  long  been  in  the 
babit  of  considering  aa  welt-fonnded,  to  lean  to 
that  constraction  which  most  &vored  their 
&vorite  opinions.  He  bad  no  idea  that  any 
gentleman  meant  to  make  inroads  on  the  consti- 
tntion ;  lyit  it  was  his  opinion  that  if  the  doc- 
trines now  insisted  upon  prevailed,  they  wooJd 
have  that  offecL 

He  was  happy,  for  two  reasons,  that  the  trae 
ground  nf  the  present  motion  was  made  to  ap- 
pear. Because,  if  the  resolation  had  passed 
without  diacnsaion,  the  motives  which  led  to  it 
woald  not  have  been  seen;  and  because  be 
wished  the  question  of  what  were  the  powers 
of  that  House,  with  respect  to  Treaty-making, 
to  be  discoBsed,  independent  of  the  Treaty, 
which  was  likely  soon  to  come  before  them. 
They  stood  now  on  the  pare  groand  of  an  ab- 
stract constitutional  qnestioa 

Borne  obscority,  Mr.  C.  thought,  had  arisen 
from  not  distioguisbing  the  application  of  a^^- 
ments  to  the  different  principles  on  which  the 
.  reeolntion  liod  been  advocated,  which  he  dionld 
endeavor  to  avoid.  He  considered  the  Treaty* 
making  power  as  absolutely  vested  in  the 
FxBsiDRrr  and  Senate ;  still,  that  when  Le^s- 
lative  acts  were  neoeesary  to  carry  a  Treaty  into 
eflbot,  the  Legialatnre  were  not  witbont  discre- 


tion in  the  passing  of  them;  if  the  Lepslatnr« 
bad  a  bond  in  making  Treaties,  there  conid  be 
no  queetion  of  the  propriety  of  calling  for 
papers ;  he  should  then,  in  the  first  place^  ex- 
amine thepropriety  of  calling  for  papers,  taking 
for  granted  that  the  Legislature  bad  no  band  in 
making  Treaties. 

If  they  were  to  consider  the  power  by  which 
a  Treaty  was  made,  there  would  be  found  two 
nations  concerned,  whose  consent  would  be  also 
necessary  to  repealit..  Bat  were  there  no  other 
ways  of  cauoeiling  a  Treaty!  There  were  cer- 
tainly ways  of  breaking  a  Treaty.  There  were 
circumstances  in  which  [he  breaking  of  a  Treaty 
would  be  justifiable.  For  instance,  if,  before  a 
Treaty  was  carried  into  effect,  there  was  sncha 
change  of  circnmEtanoea  as  to  make  it  neoeasaij 
to  declare  war;  coQld  they  not  discuss  the  snl>- 
Ject,  whether  it  were  more  odTiaable  to  carry 
into  effect  the  Treaty,  and  keep  at  peace,  or 
break  it  and  declare  war  I  If  a  question  c^ 
thia  kind  came  np,  there  could  be  no  impro- 

Eriety  in  looking  into  it;  not  with  an  ides  of 
aving  any  concern  in  making  the  Treaty,  but 
because  such  alterations  had  token  place  in  the 
state  of  affairs,  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss the  propriety  of  going  to  war. 

There  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
that  House  had  a  check  on  Treaties.    Granting 


tlemen  had  been  understood  to  say,  that  no  dis- 
cretion could  be  exercised  in  appropriating  the 
necesean'  money  fur  earring  a  Treaty  into 
eOect.  But  he  was  of  a  different  opinion ;  he 
believed,  that  though  they  had  notliing  to  do 
with  the  making  of  Treaties,  yet  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  appropriate,  they  must  ex- 
ercise their  discretion.  It  was  tme,  that  in 
general  when  Treaties  were  made,  it  woold  be 
Die  dnty  of  that  Hoase  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  in  the  same  way  as  they  fbund  it  thdr 
duty  to  carry  into  effect  existing  laws ;  but  he 
eai^  there  were  justifiable  grounds  of  refbung 
to  appropriate  money  to  cany  into  eSact  both 
laws  and  Treaties, 

Mr.  0.  referred  to  the  case  of  appropriations 
for  the  army.  Suppose,  said  he,  an  army  was 
raised  for  four  years;  at  the  end  of  two  years  a 
fresh  appropriation  is  reqoiwte  to  snpportit; 
but  the  Legislature  has  a  discretion  in  doing 
this,  or  where  was  the  ose  of  the  constitutional 
regulation  of  confining  appropriations  to  two 
yearsi  lie  considered,  that  there  was  som* 
analogy  between  such  cases  of  appropriation, 
and  those  requisite  for  Treaties.  When  a 
Treaty  is  made,  the  nation  is  bound  by  it,  and 
its  oi^n  has  an  obligation  npon  it  to  carry  it 
into  meet.  It  might,  in  general,  be  said  that 
there  was  an  absolute  obligation ;  but  atill  there 
were  particnlar  cases  in  which  that  obligation 
did  not  hold.  It  appeared  to  him  that  afreaty 
might  poesibly  be  of  so  rninous  a  natnre,  as  to 

tastify  the  refusing  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Nay, 
le  woold  say,  that  if  half  the  lies  and  calom- 
nlea  which  bad  been  spread  throughout  the 
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UnlOD  with  r««peot  to  tbe  late  I>e«t;  with 
Great  Britain  were  true ;  If  the  negotistcr  bad 
been  bribvd ;  if  he  -had  given  np  the  rigbla  of 
hie  cpantr?;  if  their  libertj  and  independence 
h&d  been  eaorifioed;  if  the  Psuidbiit  and 
Senate  bad  been  bribed  bj  British  sold;  if  be 
bad  aaj  idea  of  that  kind,  he  wonld  not  agree 
to  carry  the  Treaty  into  effect ;  nor  ahonld  he 
oonoeive  the  natiuQal  futh  bound  by  each 
instroment;  no  matter  what  groonda  w 
taken  to  Jostify  the  reAwal,  whether  oonetito* 
tional  or  rerolatioDary. 

If  these  principles  were  Jntt,  he  add,  it 
wonld  be  allowed  that  that  House  had  a  dis- 
oietionary  power  with  respect  to  appropriatlog 
to  carry  a  Treaty  into  effect,  thongh  it  had 
nothing  to  do  with  making  it.  No  oanse,  he 
aaid,  bad  b«en  shown  fur  callinfr  fbr  p^rs. 
Why,  then,  oaU  for  themt  G«nuemea  talked 
aboat  Impaaohmentl  They  might  impeach 
witbont  papers.  Bat  did  they  want  to  bring 
forward  an  impeaohnientt  No  such  thing;  it 
«as  only  to  cover  the  real  drift  of  the  motion 
that  this  was  mentioned. 

Did  any  gentleman  think  there  was  sufBcient 
erii  in  the  late  Treaty  with  Great  Briton  to 
antboriie  tliem  in  refbnng  t«  carry  it  into 
effect?  It  appeared  to  him,  that  that  Eonse 
had  a  right  to  call  for  any  papecs  which  might 
throw  light  on  their  delil>erationB.  Bnt  they 
most  also  consider,  that  there  was  a  discretion 
to  be  used  by  the  Executive  in  giving  np  papers 
in  bis  hands.  When  there  are  papers  in  hb 
hands  which  that  Honse  had  real  occasion  for, 
it  was  important  that  they  should  be  brought 
forward ;  bat,  he  sud,  as  long  as  a  proper  con- 
fidence subsisted  between  tbe  two  branohea  of 
the  Government,  if  Chat  House  asked  for  papers 
which  the  pBESiDiirT  thonght  it  improper  to 
send  them,  he  would  decline  doing  it.  Bnt  it  is 
not  contended,  that  the  capers  which  are  the 
object  of  the  present  resolution  will  be  of  any 
real  use  to  the  House.  The  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  the  motjon  had  read  them 
through,  and  the  most  that  bo  said  on  the  sub- 
ject was,  that  the  negotiator  bad  not  complied 
with  some  of  the  first  instmctions  which  were 
given  to  him.  Another  ground  of  calling  for 
the  papers,  which  was  to  him  a  pleanng  ground, 
was  that  of  publicity ;  for  he  fully  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  fh>m  Georgia,  that  the  more 
pnblie  Governmental  proceedings  could  with 

Propriety  be  made,  the  belter;  bnt  that  House 
ad  not  the  right  to  direct  the  FBESiDxin  on 
that  head;  they  ought  rather  to  leave  it  to  him 
to  publish  the  papers,  or  not,  as  he  pleased; 
for,  if  they  considered  the  Pbbsidbnt  as  atten- 
tive at  all  times  to  the  duties  of  his  ofQce,  it 
wonld  be  arroganoy  in  that  House  to  attempt  to 
inflnencehim  in  that  parttcnlar. 

But  the  mdn  point  in  dispute  was  the  ibroe 
and  effect  of  the  Treaty-making  power.  What 
were  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  House  on 
the  subject)  In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  he  was 
pleased  with  the  remark  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  that  In  examining  into  the  meaning  of 


the  words  and  phraaea,  they  ronst  Uk»  ik 
meaniDg  that  was  generally  given  to  thai,  nl 
if  they  oonld  find  out  the  true  impart  of  it 
phrase' mojta  Treatiea,  it  would  reawn  iB 
donbts  on  the  subject.  He  hoped,  for  Oaijar- 
pose,  that  gentleman  would  have  ezamiiiMtbt 
proceedings  of  his  own  ooiutry ;  but,  ii^ai 
of  doing  this,  they  find  him  re&rriDg  lo  th 
{vaoticee  of  Great  Britain. 

The  PsBsiDKNT  and  Scmate,  Ur.  0.  olwrnd, 
wer«  expressly  authorised  to  make  TrefliM, 
To  what  should  they  ocsopare  Tr«aties1  IT^ 
they  ifot  say  that  they  were  betvlxt  uHait 
what  bargtuns  were  iMtwizt  individoaht  Aal, 
after  he  had  employed  an  agent  to  makei  no- 
tract,  with  full  discretion,  and  he  had  in  {or 
snanoe  of  his  authority  made  tt,  was  it  u* 
binding)  Though  in  public  as  well  ss  in  nririli 
contracts  he  acknowledged  there  mi^t  be  d^ 
cumstsnoes  which  would  jnstif;  a  Don-oon- 
plianoe  with  the  terms  of  the  bargwu;  jet, it 
case  all  the  circnmstances  had  been  blr,  te 
contract  mnst  be  complied  with. 

It  appeared  to  him  not  nnimportant  to  in- 
sider whether,  when  Treatiea  were  made,  tlxj 
were  not  the  laws  of  the  land.  A  pover  u 
make,  carried  in  his  mind  a  power  to  corapWl. 
Bnt  if  this  were  doubtful,  where  sJioold  tl«j 
look  for  information  t  He  expected  the  fieiiBt- 
man  from  Geoi^a — knowing  him  lo  be  wB 
acqnainted  with  the  proceedings  of  OoTemnieri 
for  a  long  time — wonld  have  referred  tJi*B  » 
the  old  Confederation.  It  would  eerlainljiuK 
been  more  natural  to  have  referred  then  to  th 
old  Congress  than  to  the  Parliament  of  GrtM 
Briton.  If  they  looked  into  the  powers  J 
the  old  Congress  they  would  find  that  tbej  W 
the  power  to  enter  into  Treaties  and  sDiMM^ 
which  he  apprehended  to  be  the  same  pan'w  M 
that  placed  in  the  RiMtDBHT  and  Senate  in  ll»« 
present  Qovemment ;  audit  was  natarsltoow- 
elude  that  a  Treaty  made  by  the  present  pow 
was  equally  binding  with  those  made  under  lu 
old  government ;  for  it  will  be  recollected  tint 
the  general  power  was  delegated  to  the  Gentnl 
Government;  and  if  they  had  the  same  pow«J 
he  could  not  see  that  there  shoold  be  as;  m- 
ferenoe  in  the  exercise  of  them.  Ifithadta* 
intended  otherwise,  the  convention  at  tie  fo""" 
ing  of  the  constitution,  wonld  have  *^^  ' 
iso  that  no  Treaty  should  be  made  bj  tin 
.iiuNT  and  Senate  which  inolnded  comna^ 
cial  regulations. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  a  subject  of  »» 
recent  dale  as  thfflr  oonstitution  could  not  i* 
I  much  elucidation  fhjm  the  opiniMia  Wa 
aming  it  in  the  conventions,  at  or  »Mo 
the  time  of  passing  it  He  oonfeesed  beWnw 
little  aid  to  as^st  his  mind  to  fom  a  jndgineM 
on  the  matter  from  any  other  source  ">"■  "" 
constitution  itself;  indeed  he  thonght  the  flp| 
was  there  so  clear  that  nothing  more  wM  f^ 
There  were  four  members,  he  Mid,  w  •?* 
House  who  were  members  of  the  eoayeom 
who  formed  the  oonstjtorion.  The  sentinMO* 
of  two  of  those  gentlemen  he  was  not  tapf"'- 
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ed  with ;  bat  two  of  them  had  ipoken 
snMeot.  If  those  gentlemen  had  coma  forward 
and  decUred  that  suoh  a  power  as  the  Treaty 
power  was  contended  t«  be  was  not  hitended  t« 
be  placed  m  the  handa  of  the  Pbbsideiit  and 
Senate,  bat  that  that  House  was  niesnt  to  have 
certain  powers  with  respect  to  Treatiee,  he  wonld 
not  Bay  bnt  tliat  snch  a  deolaration  woidd  have 
shook  his  faith  on  the  subject ;  for,  though  he 
sbonld  still  have  been  guided  by  the  instrnmeot 
itael^  yet  anthority  ao  respectable  woald  have 
Its  wei^t  on  his  mind.  But  what  did  the 
gentlemen  who  have  delivered  their  sentiment! 
Bay  f  The  gentiemon  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Buj>- 
wiir)  mentioned  the  neceanty  of  inquiring  intS 
tlie  trne  meaning  of  the  phrase,  "  make  Trea- 
ties;" and,  instead  of  telling  them  what  had 
been  the  practice  In  the  old  government,  he 
went  over  the  water  to  Great  Briton.  What 
did  they  get  from  the  gentieman  from  Virginia, 
CUr.  UlniBONf)  BeprodacedfivBsetsof  donhts 
and  one  problem  upon  the  constmction  of  the 
oonstitntlon,  Thishodthesameeffectonhismind 
as  tf  they  had  declared  that  the  meaning  of  the 
oonstitotion  was  weU  maderatood,  in  ttie  con- 
vention which  formed  ft,  to  vest  the  TVeaty- 
tiwking  power  completely  in  the  Pbxsidbut  and 
Senate.  It  was  certainly  matter  of  great  tm- 
portanoe  where  the  different  powers  of  Qovero- 
meet  were  placed,  and  caused  considerable  de- 
bates in  the  convention.  Some  thought  the 
Trea^-making  poww  abonid  be  placed  in  the 
Legislature,  but  that  wsa  greatly  objected  to ; 
it  was  lived  by  others  that  the  powers  shonld 
be  in  the  Prbsidbht  and  a  mf\]onty  of  the  Sea- 
ate;  It  was  again  propoeed  that  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  Senators  shonld  con- 
sent to  a  Treaty — bnt  finally  passed  as  it  is  fonnd 
In  the  constitution.  He  was  tar  from  aoonsing 
those  gentlemen  with  impropriety  of  condnct  on 
the  oceanon.  If  they  think  it  wonld  be  better 
for  the  interests  of  the  people  that  that  House 
■hould  have  a  share  in  the  making 'of  certain 
Treaties,  and  believe  the  constitntion  will  bear 
that  constmction,  it  was  not  for  him  to  impeach 
Iheparity  of  their  motives  or  propriety  of  their 
oondnct ;  bnt  it  would  reqnire  strong  arguments 
to  convince  bia  mind  that  the  constitution  placed 
any  such  power  in  that  House,  contrary  to  the 
nnanimons  understanding  of  the  members  of 
the  convention  who  formed  it. 

The  arguments  which  had  been  urged  for 
placing  certain  powers  in  that  House  with  re- 
spect to  Treaties  were  drawn  from  the  practice 
ot  Great  Britain,  and  from  the  danger  of  the 


emment  of  Great  Britain  had  been  introdnoed 
fbr  any  other  purpose  than  illustration,  though 
oUier  use  baa  been  made  of  it  out  of  doors. 
"With  r«spect  to  the  principles  of  that  govent- 
ment,  let  them  inquire  into  its  sovereign  power; 
fbr  it  was  a  just  position  that  Treaties  mnst  be 
nude  by  the  sovereign  power  of  a  nation. 
Where  should  they  find  that  power  in  Great 
Britain  1  The  King  and  Parliament  were  al- 
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lowed  to  be  omnipotent  Parliament  have 
altered  the  continuation  of  their  existence  from 
three  to  seven  years.  Where  must  they  look 
in  the  United  States  for  the  sovereign  power  f 
They  must  go  to  the  people  at  large ;  for  in 
them  it  lay  alone.  Their  constitution  limited 
the  powers  of  every  branch  of  government,  and 
it  was  therefore  improper  to  apply  foreign  ideas 
ir  constitution.  But  if  a  Treaty  was  made 


then- constitution.  But  if  aTreaty  w 
by  the  agents  of  a  sovereign  power,  authorized 
for  the  purpose,  the  end  was  answered :  in  the 
United  States,  uie  sovereign  power  con  act  only 
by  its  agents. 

The  Legislature  of  Great  Britain,  he  said,  it 
was  trne,  oonsisted  of  three  branches,  and  that 
was  almost  the  only  feature  in  that  Government 
resembling  that  of  the  United  States.  In  Great 
Britain,  their  Executive  is  an  hereditary  Mon- 
arch, whereas  the  Pbisident  of  ttix  Umitsd 
SriTM  is  elected  every  four  years.  Their  House 
of  Lords  consisted  of  bishops  and  on  hereditary 
nobility — the  bishops  appointed  by  the  Grown, 
and  the  nobility  were  increased  at  the  Eing'a 
pleasnre ;  whilst  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
is  elected  every  stz  years.  Gentlemen  say  tiie 
Senators  are  not  elected  by  the  people,  but  they 
are  chosen  bj  the  Legislatnree  of  the  difierent 
States,  who  are  elected  by  the  people.  The 
House  of  Commons  in  Britain,  which  is  the 
only  representation  of  the  people  thrar  Govern- 
ment contains,  is  elected  by  a  very  small  part 
of  the  people ;  and  the  Crown  has  such  an  in- 
fiuence  in  it  as  to  be  able  to  carry  most  ques- 
tions at  its  pleasnre.  How  could  it  then  hear  a 
comparison  with  that  House,  who  were  chosen 
by  the  whole  people  every  two  years?  The 
absurdity  might  be  admitted,  in  tiist  Govern- 
ment, that  the  King  had  the  power  to  make 
Treaties,  and  that  the  sanction  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  still  necessary  to  give  them  legal  va- 
lidity, because  the  influence  of  the  Grown  was 

)  great  in  both  Houses  as  tc  carry  any  measure 
pleased  through  them.    Bnt  it  womd  not  do 

k  this  country.  The  comparison,  therefore, 
betwixt  the  two  Governments  Hails,  and  no  ar- 
guments can  be  drawn  from  it. 

The  other  argument  respecting  the  danger  of 
the  power  being  placed  solely  in  the  Eiecutive 
arose  ftt>m  the  comparison  with  Great  Britain. 
If  the  powers  of  the  FassroxsT  and  Senat«  of 
this  country  could  with  any  tolerable  decree  of 
' — "-"  be  compared  to  those  of  Uie  King  and 
of  Lords  in  Great  Britain,  as  little 
taste  as  he  had  fbr  revolutions,  he  would  not 
say  but  he  shonld  be  induced  to  Join  gentienien, 
either  by  fraud  or  force,  to  overturn  the  consti- 
tntion. He  looked  on  the  representation  in  the 
Senate  to  be  as  complete  as  in  that  House. 
Gentieman  were  very  fond  of  calling  that  Honse 
the  popular  hi  anch  of  government  He  agreed 
that  a  criticism  on  words  was  in  general  trifling. 
That  gentlemen  from  Virginia  might  ascert  this, 
he  allowed,  as  they  had  nineteen  members  out 
of  the  hundred  and  five  in  that  House,  and  in 
the  Senate  only  a  fifteenth  part  of  the  bodv ; 
bnt  gentleinea  did  not  mean,  when  thej  spoLa 
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on  that  salfject,  to  hsTe  refereoce  to  particolftr 
Btst««,  but  to  the  whole.  The  Sen&tora  and 
BepreeentntiTee  irere  regnlarlj  ■{)portioned  for 
the  whole  Union;  and,  thongh  on  different 
prindplea,  were  M  completely  repreeented  in 
tlie  one  Uonse  as  in  the  other. 

Mr.  C,  oonclnded  with  saying,  that  he  had  no 
doubt  the  poweis  vested  by  the  constitution 
irera  well  Tested ;  and  if  the  oonstitution  was 
ftirly  considered,  little  donbt  oonld  reioun  on 
the  subject  Bat  if  the  Hooae  passed  the  reso- 
Indon  now  before  the  committee,  he  ahoald  not 
ooDsider  the  qoestion  as  decided ;  bnt  if  the  con- 
Btruction  was  still  insisted  opon,  he  was  happy 
tlie  ooQBtitation  was  not  wbolly  in  their  hands 
— that  there  were  joined  with  them  in  the 
^nardiaiiahip  of  it,  the  PaEsimHT,  the  Senate, 
and  thepeople  of  the  United  States. 

Hr.  HiLLHOCBB  sud,  it  was  with  diffidence 
he  rose  to  epeak  on  a  salyect  which  had  been 
■o  oopiontlj  and  ably  handled  by  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him.  It  bad  been  nis  inten- 
tion to  have  giren  a  silent  vote  on  the  reso- 
latiqn  on  tbe  tabie,  bat  the  tarn  which  the 
debatM  hadtaken^-involving  an  important  oon- 
stitoCiooal  qneetion,  relative  to  the  powers  vested 
in  the  Afferent  brancbea  of  Government — seem- 
ed to  create  a  necessity  of  expressing  his  aenti- 
menta,  lest  by  his  vote  he  might  seem  to  sab- 
■cribe  to  certain  doctrines  in  the  laldtode  in 
which  they  had  t>eeQ  bid  down.  And  as  he 
Bhonld  di^r  in  some  respects  from  most  of 
tite  centteroen  that  had  spoken,  he  asked  the 
indn^ence  of  the  committee  whilst  he  made  a 
fbw  remarks  on  a  anbject  which  he  conceived 
to  be  of  vast  importance,  as  a  wrong  decision 
might  give  a  direction  to  their  government 
which  might  be  of  serious  consequence. 

On  the  one  hand,  he  did  not  thmk  that  Trea- 
ties conld  not,  DDder  any  circomstancee,  be  the 
eabject  of  I.egislaiive  consideration  or  disons- 
sioD,  and  thut  they  were  not  to  look  into  them. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  they  not  only  had  the 
right,  bnt  that  it  was  then:  indispensable  daty 
to  look  into  every  Treaty,  when  called  upon  to 
a'd  in  its  operation ;  to  see  whether  it  had  the 
eonstitational  forms ;  whether  it  related  to  ob- 
jects within  the  province  of  the  Treaty-making 
power,  a  power  which  is  not  nolimited.  The 
oljeots  upon  which  it  can  cyerote  are  under- 
stood and  weU  defined,  and  if  the  Treaty-mak- 
ing power  were  to  embrace  other  objects,  their 
domgs  would  have  no  more  binding  force  than 
if  tbe  Le^slstnre  were  to  assame  and  exercise 
judicial  powers  nnder  the  name  of  legislation. 
It  might  be  proper,  also,  to  eiamina  the  merits 
of  a  Treaty,  ao  far  as  to  see  whether  it  be  of 
BQch  a  roinona  nature  as,  according  to  the  law 
of  nations,  it  would  be  null  and  whether  they 
would  be  justified  in  withholdiug  LegiaUtive 
provision  to  carry  it  into  effi-cL  He  also  con- 
sidered Treaties  as  subject  to  Legislative  control, 
BO  that  their  operation,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  might  be  suspend- 
ed or  annulled  whenever,  in  the  opinion  at  the 
Legislature,  there  was  sufficient  canae.    And 
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farther,  that  tbe  danae  in  tbe  concilaiia 
which  provides  that  no  money  ahall  be  dim 

from  the  TreanuT,  bnt  "in  conseqiienee  cf  % 
propriations  made  by  law,"  as  Tceting  ia  it 
difierent  branches  of  Government  a  check  ti^ 
qoate  to  every  purpose  of  security. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  did  not  oonsdo'  tk 
EoDse  of  Representatives  aa  having  a  cokib- 
tional  right  to  interfere  in  Tupting  Tmda  a 
that  a  Treaty  needed  any  ooncnrraMe  of  tU 
House,  or  Legislative  sanction,  to  make  ft  tk 
taw  of  the  land.  He  had  always  suppncdAa 
Treaties  were  exactly  on  the  footing  of  lano 
their  operatioa  on  antecedent  laws,  saffxniaj 
flod  repealing  snch  as  were  repugnant  Titflia 
may  sometimes  reqoire  Legislative  vd  to  ae] 
them  into  effect;  so  may  laws,  and  tbtrvn 
constantly  in  tbe  habit  of  making  U*s  to  tmj 
into  effect  laws  heretofore  made. 

After  thrne  preliminary  observations,  Vr.  E 
proceeded  to  inquire,  not  what  ought  to  be,  bri 
what  was  the  ConstitnUon  of  the  United  Bxe\ 
We  were  not,  Le  said,  in  Convention,  bit  in  tk 
discharge  of  Ltsialative  fnoctioas  ania  'it 
constitution;  and  to  nndei^tund  the  eitnlcf 
the  powers  intended  to  be  granted  in  the  mvti 
article,  section  two,  by  these  wordi,  '"ibi 
Pbbbident  shall  have  power,  by  and  vitli  it 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  Ii» 
ties,  provided  two-thirda  of  the  Senators  pftBt 
concur,"  we  must  advert  to  the  geaenO^B- 
tion  of  the  Treaty-making  power — what  olj«* 
it  may  embrace,  and  how  for  it  can  iatoin 
with  L^ialative  power.  A  Treaty  is  a  con?** 
entered  into  by  two  independent  nationt,  b 
mntnal  advanljige  or  defence.  Nothing  ol, 
therefore,  come  within  the  TrealJ-mdii! 
power  but  what  has  a  relation  to  !>oth  u&b 
and  in  which  they  have  a  mutual  intcRit-  tk 
object  of  this  power  is  to  secnre  to  our  dliiW 
advantages  in  foreign  countries  which  tit  rA- 
ont  or  beyond  our  Legidative  jariidinkni  to 
enable  tbe  Treaty-m&ng  power  to  tJu'* 
which,  it  mnst  necessarily  be  authoriKd  lop" 
some  consideration  or  eonivaleot  thenfcr.  ^ 
the  United  StAlea  anthorue  an  agent  M  iatk< ' 
bai^n  or  purchase,  the  power  of  biiidii>g  tk 
United  States  for  a  reasonable  coDsidentiia  > 
neoessarilr  given.  Whenever  the  Trealj-nuKjS 
power  departs  from  theee  rolee,  it  ia  nithixiliD 
jurisdiction,  and  such  a  Treaty  wodd  be  rf  » 
validity.  Under  this  view  of  the  salijwt,  if** 
look  into  oar  code  of  laws,  we  shall  W  <(* 
of  them  that  can  be  affected,  to  anf  gnai  ^ 
gree,  b^  the  Treaty-making  power.  JE  k" 
regulating  our  own  internal  politx,  so&rKik 
citizens  of  the  United  StatM  alone  are  ecow* 
ed,  are  wholly  beyond  its  reach;  no  ftwp 
nation  having  any  interest  or  concern  in  b* 
boMness,  every  attempt  to  interfare  "osM  ^ ' 
mere  nullity,  as  mnch  as  if  two  indiridniU  «*• 
to  enter  into  a  contract  to  regulate  tbe  o»i» 
or  actions  of  a  third  person,  who  ms  w  pwST 
to  such  contract  He  oooli  he  said,  illaswa 
hia  idea  mpre  readily  liy  advertins  le  »^ 
,  mentioned  aa  b«ng  a%cted  by  ttM  ff"' 
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Treaty,  wbioh  wM  the  reTenve  lav;  whlcli 
provides  that  certain  datiea  shall  be  pud  on 
gooda  imported  into  the  United  Statea,  and  on 
goods  coming  in  foreign  iMttoma  ten  per  cent. 
advance  on  the  amoiint  of  anch  dntiee.  This 
is  a  law  no  Treaty  con  repeal,  admitting  the 
repealmg  power  in  its  fullest  latitode,  because 
no  foreign  nation  oan  have  any  interest  or  con- 
eem  in  the  daties  payable  bj  oar  own  citicens 
into  OUT  own  Treasniy.  All  that  a  Treaty 
oonld  do,  wonld  be  to  Bnspend  or  arrest  its 
operation^  so  f^  as  the  <utizena  or  sobjects  of 
the  nations  with  whom  we  treated,  were  or 
might  be  affected  by  it.  The  only  operatioii 
which  the  British  Treaty  has  npon  that  law  Is, 
that  in  consideration  of  our  being  freely  admit- 
ted to  the  ftir  trade  and  the  trade  into  Oanada, 
which  opens  to  the  ent«rprlBe  of  onr  citizens  a 
vast  sonree  of  wealth  and  advantage,  we  only 
give  in  retnrn  to  the  sobjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  the  priTilege  of  bringing,  by  land 
or  inland  navigation,  into  the  Unit^  States, 
goods  for  which  they  pay  no  more  duties  than 
oar  oitizena  paj  on  goods  imported  in  American 
bottoms.  British  subjects  oave  always  been 
permitted  to  reside  and  trade  in  the  United 
States,  and  peltry  is  to  be  duty  free  in  the 
territories  of  each.  According  to  this  definition 
of  the  Treaty-maldng  power,  and  as  far  as  he 
could  Judge,  he  said,  it  was  correct ;  it  cannot 
have  that  nnlimited  eitenaion  whioh  has  been 
ascribed  to  it.  It  cannot  be  that  monster  which 
has  been  described  as  aboat  to  swallow  np  all 
the  Le^slaUve  powers  of  Uongrees;  nor  can 
there  bo  any  danger  of  the  FBSsiDUJn  and  Sen- 
ate havliig  it  in  their  power,  by  forming  Treaties 
with  an  Indian  tribe  or  a  foreign  nation,  to 
legislate  over  tiie  United  SUtee.  The  Treaty- 
making  power  cannot  affect  the  Legislative 
power  of  Oongress  bnt  in  a  very  spiall  and  limit- 
ed degree,  Becaoae  a  Treaty  or  an  Eiecative 
act  may,  in  some  instances,  arrest  the  operation 
or  progrees  of  a  law,  it  is  no  ara^ment  against 
the  enstence  of  the  power.  In  article  first, 
section  eighth,  of  the  constitution,  a  n>eciflc 
power  u  granted  to  Congres  to  provide  for  the 
pnnidiment  of  the  connteri'eiters  of  the  secu- 
rities or  corns  of  the  United  States.  In  another 
article,  the  Pbesidbnt  is  authorized  generally 
to  grant  reprieves  or  pardons  for  offences  against 
the  United  States,  excepting  iu  cases  of  im- 
peachment. Can  any  one  serionsly  contend 
that  the  PmaiDKNT  has  not  tlie  power  of  grant- 
Id^  a  pardon  to  a  connterfeiter  of  secnritiee  or 
coma,  becanse  it  would  suspend  and  defeat  the 
operation  of  a  law,  on  a  snbject,  spedally  dele- 
cted to  Congress  t  If  this  doctrine  be  tme, 
Uiat  aO  Legislative  power  may  be  eiercised  by 
the  Treaty-making  power,  Congreea,  nnder  the 
old  Confederation,  bad  unlimited  Legislative 
power  over  the  States.  The  old  Confederation 
vested  in  Congress  an  nnlimited  power  to  make 
Treaties,  excepting  only  that  the  States  were  to 
he  at  liberty  to  impose  like  dntiee  on  fbreigners 
as  on  their  own  i>eople,  and  that  the  exporta- 
tion or  importation  of  goods  waa  not  to  be  pity 
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hibited.  Was  it  ever  imagined  that,  by  this 
^□erat  power.  Congress  bad  a  ri^t,  by  form- 
ing a  Treaty  with  a  foreign  power,  to  legislate 
over  the  States  to  any  extent!  ■  Sa|>pose  Con- 
gress, instead  of  taking  so  much  pains  to  per- 
suade the  States  to  consent  to  their  laying  the 
five  per  cent,  impost,  and  in  obtaining  which 
they  were  finally  defeated  by  the  retnsal  of  one 
State,  after  every  poasible  exertion,  hod  under- 
taken to  have  it  done  by  Treaty  f  Would  not 
the  measures  have  been  reprobated  with  one 
voice,  and  the  Treaty  considered  as  a  nnllityf 

In  the  first  place,  in  Art.  I.,  organizing  a  Le- 
gislative body,  and  delating  to  them,  not  all, 
but  a  part  only  of  the  Legiuative  power  of 
the  States,  in  these  words:  "All  Legislative 
powers  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Con- 
gress;" and  among  the  specified  powers,  the 
right  of  regulating  oommeroe  with  foreign  na- 
tions. How  were  they  to  regulate  oommcroe! 
Not  by  the  eier<use  of  lie  Treaty-making  power. 
This  article  of  the  constitution  has  not  the 
least  relation  to  that  kind  of  power :  it  was  Le- 
gislative power  only  that  was  meant :  it  vested 
Congress  with  the  whole  power,  as  far  as  the 
object  coold  be  accomplished  by  a  Lepslative 
act;  but  this  power  wonld  embrace  but  a  small 
part  of  the  otjects  which  come  within  the  term 
of  r^^ating  commerce  with  foreign  nations;  It 
could  extend  no  ftirther  than  the  bounds  of  our 
own  jurisdiction.  There  is  not  a  single  expres- 
sion that  looks  like  anthoririug  them  to  act  in 
any  other  than  their  L^islative  character. 

The  constitution  then  proceeds,  in  the  second 
Article,  to  the  «etab1ifihment  of  an  Executive 
power,  to  be  vested  in  a  Pkesident,  and  in  the 
second  section,  says:  "The  Pswdxst  shall 
have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  moke  Treaties,  provided 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  prraant  cononr," 
The  moat  general  terms  are  need,  and  such  as 
under  the  old  Confederation  had  been  under- 
stood to  embraoe  every  kind  of  Treaty,  com- 
mercial as  well  as  others,  and  had  been  exer- 
cised in  the  most  ample  and  nnlimited  manner, 
and  the  Treaties  thus  formed  had  been  deoUred 
and  adjudged  to  have  the  force  and  operation 
of  a  law,  and  that  they  repealed  all  laws  that 
were  opposed  to  them;  and  these  Treaties  were 
then  in  rail  force  and  operation,  and  were  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  It  cannot  he  pre- 
sumed {hat  the  fVamera  of  our  constitntion 
were  ignorant  of  the  taws  of  the  land,  or  that 
they  had  not  well  attended  to  and  eiammed 


Treaties,  which,  by  the  oonstituUon,  they  were 
again  about  to  declare  to  be  the  supreme  law 
or  the  land  under  the  new  Oovemment,    Now, 


if  it  really  was  intended  that  the  Treaty-n 
ing  power  should  not  be  as  brood,  and  have  tho 
same  extendon  and  operation  as  had  been, ex- 
eroiaed  nnder  the  old  Confederation,  or  that 
there  was  to  be  a  diatinction  between  commer- 
cial Treaties  and  others,  or  that  Treaties  gener- 
ally should  not  so  operate  as  to  repeal  pre-exiEt- 
ing  laws,  or  that  the  concurrence  of  tlie  Hodm 
of  Bepreeentotivee,  or  sanction  of  Ocugtcaa, 
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ahoulil,  nnder  taj  oiroumstsDoea, 
to  giT»  Tslidit;  or  force  to  ft  Traatv,  bow  onu 
we  aoconnt  for  the  t«tal  Bilence  of  the  oonstita- 
tion  on  tbiB  Bobject,  and  tbu  there  ebonld  not 
be  A  single  senleace  in  the  whole  instrnment 
tliAt  oven  looks  that  waft  If  snj  Untitation 
was  intended,  the  conveDtion  oerUinlj  knew 
that  it  was  aoooaeaij  it  should  be  inserted. 
When  we  eiunine  the  oonstitntjou,  and  sue 
with  what  aocnracj  and  care  it  is  drawn  up, 
how  wonderftally  ever;  part  of  it  is  goarded, 
that  there  is  not  a  sin^e  word  bat  appears  to 
luve  been  oarefuU;  ezamiued,  and  when  we 
call  to  miod  the  members  of  that  conrentjon, 
and  find  them  to  have  been  the  ablest  and  most 
accurate  men  of  onr  country,  we  camiot  pr^ 
■nme  that  we  nhoald  have  beisn  left  to  the  sad 
Blteraative,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  ezj^aining  so 
important  an  article  or  our  oonstitution,  which 
might  have  been  so  easily  made  definite,  to  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons for  precedents,  and  tbose  too  which  were 
derired  from  the  most  turboieat  periods  of  the 
Government  of  that  nation ;  when,  it  is  a  poa»- 
ble  case,  that  the  change  of  a  MinUtrj,  or  the 
rage  of  party,  might  have  been  more  immediate- 
ly the  object  of  pursuit  than  the  tme  interest 
of  the  nation ;  more  especially  as  the  practice 
of  oar  own  Government,  and  the  legal  opinion 
of  onr  own  coontry,  were  directly  opposed  to 
BQch  a  oonstraction.  But  if  all  this  misht  be  eup- 
posed  not  to  have  had  sufBcient  weight  to  have 
induced  the  convention  to  have  iatroduoed  such 
a  limitation,  or  some  iotimation  that  Bnob  limi- 
tation was  intended,  they  must  have  supposed 
it  neceaaary  when  they  handed  ont  with  the 
constitDtion,  which  were  declared  by  the  ratifl- 
nation  thereof  to  be  the  eapremo  law  of  the  land. 
Treaties  of  ^^CT  description,  commercial  as 
well  as  others.  To  me,  the  languaM  of  Ihi:) 
fransaction  is,  we  have,  by  one  article  of  tiiis 
constitDtion,  granted  the  Treaty-making  power, 
in  general  terms,  to  the  Pxhu>c:<t  and  Be- 

Uarcb  24. — [Tha  qnealiai  was  taken  on  Hr. 
LiviNOSToa's  TCMilntian,  which  is  in  tha  rolloving 

"  JiaidTtd,  That  the  Prarident  of  Qm  United  Slitsa 
he  requeitod  to  lay  bafora  thii  Hoosa  ■  oop;  of  tba 
iiutruationa  to  ths  Hioiatir  at  Eha  United  Statei,  who 
negotiated  the  Treaty  with  the  Kins  of  Great  Britsio, 
commimicited  t>y  bii  Meia^p  of  the  fint  of  Match, 
togatber  with  Iha  DonttpondeDoe  and  otber  docn- 
manti  relative  to  the  said  Tres^  ;  excepting  nch  of 
said  pepen  u  any  eiitting  negotSatioii  mi^  midar 
imptoper  to  be  diicloaed." 

The  division  on  this  roMlntJon,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  was — for  the  resoUdoa  81, 
against  it  38 — majority  2S. 

The  resolution  was  then  taken  np  la  the 
House,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  upon 
it,  were  token,  and  stood  yeas  62,  nays  37,  as 
follows : 

Yeas.— Tbeodoms  Bailey,  David  Bard,  Abraham 
Baldwin,  Lemntl  Bentoo,  Thomas  Bloont,  Richnrd 
Brant,  Nathan  Biyao,  Dempiey  Bnrgaa,  Samoel  J. 


n^AwlM.  [Mabch.  irk 

Caball,  OabrisI  Chriitia,  Tlkooiaa  CUilnnK,  Jok 
Clapton,  iMac  Colei,  Hemr  DeaTt>cni,GMXi:e  Den^ 
Gabriel  Dnvall,  Sanmel  Eaile,  WHBam  Fiadlay, 
Jene  Pnnklin,  Albeit  Galladn,  WnUam  B.  GOo, 
Jamea  GiUaepte,  Andnw  Qr^K,  Chritta|iher  Giwn^ 
William  B.  Grove,  Wade  Hampton,  Geor^  Huwx^ 
Caitar  B.  Hanuon,  John  Hatbom,  JaOMtbaa  S. 
Havuis,  John  Heath,  James  HiJland,  GenrfCB  Jaek- 
KM^  Aaron  Kjtchell,  Edward  Urin^Con,  MaMtm 
Lodn,  William  Lyman,  Samnel  Haclay,  KathaMl 


Moon,  Fradarick  A.  UohknbaK,  Antboor  Kcw. 
John  Niebolaa,  AksaDder  D.  Oir,  John  Pa^e,  Jdoih 
PaAer,  John  Patton,  Fnnda  PniKm,  John  Bidiud^ 
Robert  Rntheriiad,  John  S.  Sherbinne,  Israel  SauO, 
Samael  Smith,  Tbraoai  Spriftg,  John  Sviamrii^ 
Absalom  Tatom,  Philip  Van  Cortlmndt,  JoKph  B. 
VanraiD,  Abraliam  Venable,  and  Richard  Wum. 

Natb Beiyamin  Bonrne,  Theophilua  Biadlmy. 

Daniel  Buck,  Joihua  Coit,  WHliim  Cooper,  AbU 
Focter,  Dwight  Foatar,  NatJianiel  Freeman,  jtl, 
Ei^al  Gilbert,  }{ioholas  GilmaD,  Honiy  Glenn,  Bea- 
jamin  Goodhsa,  Cliam)cey  Goodrich,  Roger  Gii:- 
wold,  Robert  Goodkw  Harper,  Tbaoaa  Hartiey,  Jamai 
UiUhonsB,  William  Hhidman,  John  WJlkea  EJltHa, 
Samoal  Lyman,  Prands  Halbooe,  William  Vms 
llonay,  John  Raed,  Tbeodoie  Sedgwick,  Sam^ 
Sitgraaves,  Juemiah  Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Imsc 
Smith,  William  Smith,  Zephaniah  Swift,  Geo^ 
Thatcher,  Richard  Thomai,  Haik  ThompwMi,  Ciiak 
TTai^,  John  E.  Van  Allen,  PcL^  WadaworA,  J(b 
Willianu. 

Rksmttdiatios.— 
5— 104— the  Speaker 
reseotadves  lOfi.* 

Mr.  Dattok,  the  Speaker,  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  vot«d  against  the  residution. 

Uaxch  36. — The  committee,  (Ueasre.  Ijnss- 
trtos  and  Gall-atih,)  i^pointed  to  preaent  the 
resolution  agreed  to  yesterday  to  the  Pcist 
VEST,  reported,  that  the  Pxtaamm  «nawet«d^ 
that  he  would  take  the  resolution  into  oouadeta- 
tion. 

Mabor  so. — The  foUowing  Memage  was  re- 
ceived from  the  PsEBiDBirT  in  answer  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House : 

GtMltmm  ^f  (Ae  Boim  o/'  Sifrfataimt  .- 

With  the  Qtroost  attention  I  have  oonsideTed  your 
leeolatioD  of  the  34 th  inataut,  reqnotiDg  me  to  lay 
bafora  your  Honn  a  copy  of  the  ingtmctiona  to  tin 
Miniiter  of  tbe  United  States,  who  negotiated  'Sat 
Traaty  with  the  Kli^  oT  Great  BriUn,  togedierwilk 
the  cormapondflELn  and  other  docnmonta  rtdatiT*  te 
that  Treaty,  eioeptang  auch  of  the  laid  pi^ien  •• 
any  siistiag  ni^otiiatian  may  render  impccfier  ta  lie 


•Thni  the  IIciDag,  bj  a  m4iiil9irft!I,p*aHd  tbe  ciHiim 
til*  rnsldent  Ibr  tha  papen,  ud  npos  ttu  d«la»d  gnaal 
of  a  Tigiit  to  Jadge  the  Tnatj.  a>  [t  eoiitalnH]  ■  nsaktka 
of  oommeTtH,  and  alM>  rvqqlred  an  alkpropHatSoo  of  mamtj, 
PnKldenI  WaihlBgtan  rHKlved  the  call  IB  tha  leDK  la  atkJl 
It  wH  made,  and  alUiongli  ha  had  do  abjHUos  la  ttunliUii 
tfas  paiMrt,  and  had  laid  tham  bnfcra  tin  Sfnate,  (wbcm 
thtj-  beoama  pobllc,)  jvl  lie  daemrd  II  Ui  datr  to  nriK  tb 
dalm  of  right  uiertad  bf  tbe  HosM,  aBd  Uwrefore  n  t^at 
the  papera-'WhlAh  he  did  In  a  «1 
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mauh,  ins.] 

In  ddibsndng  upon  thu  Kil^iRA,  it  n>  impcmbls  ' 
for  ma  to  loH  tight  of  the  princifde  wiilob  aoioe  1ikt« 
mTOvsd  in  iti  diaennioa,  or  to  KToid  axtending  my 
tIbwi  to  tbs  coDHiqiMiicu  which  mint  flow  from  tba 
adninJon  of  that  princfolo. 

I  titut  thatnoput  of  myoondnct  hw  stdt  Indl' 
oated  ■  diiporitioii  to  widitiold  any  infbnaatian  irblch 
the  oraftitatiim  hai  eqjoiiied  upon  the  Pnadant,  *a 
a  datj,  to  gire,  or  which  ooold  ba  raqniied  of  him  bj 
either  Honsaof  CoogTMaa*  aiigfat;  and,  with  truth, 
I  affinn,  that  it  hai  been,  as  it  wiU  oootinnc  to  be, 
while  I  huve  the  honor  to  preaida  in  the  GoTemnent, 
1117  constant  endeavor  to  tutmonim  with  the  other 
liranchei  tbereot^  ao  hr  u  the  Inut  deleg&led  to  me 
r  the  people  of  the  United  States,  knd  mj  tense  of 
IS  obtigetion  it  impoaet^  to  "  preKrre,  protect,  and 
ordend  tba  oonititntioii,"  will  permit. 

The  natora  of  fbreign  Degotlatioiii  requlraa  oan- 
tioB;  and  their  nuKsasmiutoAea  depend  ODiecra^; 
Mid  even,  when  brought  to  %  ooDehwon,  a  fbll  dia- 
oloaore  of  all  the  meaairei,  danaadst  or  eraDtoal 
ooDcenoDS  which  maj  hare  iMenpropoaed  or  oontem- 
nlated  woald  be  extremelj  impobtio ;  fbr  this  might 
have  a  peraicdoins  ii  "  '  '  "  ''~ 


X 


_  ^ ia,jpeih^ia  dan- 

ger and  miachief;  in  relation  to  other  Power*.  The 
oeoeisit}'  of  such  cantioD  aitd  aeoreof  waa  one  oogent 
fouoD  for  veeting  the  power  of  making  Tnatlea  in 
th«  Preatdent  inth  the  advice  and  consent  (^  the 
Senate;  the  principle  on  wbieh  the  body  waa  formed 
ooDfiningittoasmalinnmbo'ef meiDben.  Toadmit, 
Omo,  a  riffbt  in  the  House  at  BepiMentatiTM  to  de- 
mand, and  to  hare,  as  a  matter  of  coorac,  all  the 
papers  re^tecting  a  negoCiatioa  with  a  foreign  Power, 
would  be  to  establish  a  dangerous  precedent 

It  does  not  occur  that  the  inqiectioD  of  the  papers 
aakad  for  can  be  relative  to  any  pnrpoee  under  the 
oognizBuce  of  the  Honse  of  RepreaenUtlrvs,  except 
that  of  an  Impeachment ;  which  the  reaolalion  baa 
not  expressed.  I  repeat,  that  I  luve  no  diqraatiim 
to  withhold  any  information  which  the  duty  of  my 
station  will  permit,  or  the  pnbiic  good  shall  reqaiie ; 
to  be  dlsckieed ;  and,  in  tkct,  all  the  p^wn  aflecting 
the  negotiatiau  with  Great  Britain  were  laid  bdbre 
the  Senate,  when  Ae  Ti«a^  itself  wai  oommmu- 
oaied  Ibr  their  consideration  and  advice. 

The  conree  whldi  the  debate  baa  taken  on  the  ra- 
oloUon  of  the  House,  leads  to  some  ebservatloDi  on 
the  mode  of  malting  Treaties  nnder  the  Constitnthm 
oftheUoiledSlatea 

Havii^  been  a  member  of  die  GeneTal  Convention, 
and  knowing  the  princifdes  on  which  the  eooetttalkiD 
was  ftinned,  I  have  erar  entenained  hot  one  <9iiikio 
on  this  aitgect,  and  ftom  the  fint  eetablldiment  of 
the  Govermnant  to  this  miunent,  my  oondoct  has  ex- 
emplified that  opinion,  th*  the  power  of  making 
Treaties  i*  eiclniirely  vuted  in  the  President  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  eoasent  of  the  Senate,  pro- 
vided two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  ooncnr ',  and 
that  erery  Treaty  so  made,  and  promnlKSted,  thanoe- 
forwardheoonesthelawof  theland.  Itlithiu  t<— 
the  Traa^-making  power  has  been  nnderttood 
Ibrelgn  natioiis,  and  in  all  the  Treaties  made  1 
them,  n  have  declared,  and  Aeg  have  believed,  that 
when  ratiBed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and 
oonsent  of  the  Senate,  they  became  obligatory.  In 
thieconatmctianaf'thaeanstitntiau  every  Bonsa  of 
Representatives  has  heretofore  acqnieaoed,  and  nntn 
tho  present  time  not  a  donbt  or  sns|»eion  has  appeer- 
ej  to  my  knowledge  that  thi«  eonstnctlon  was  not 
tbtmerau.  Nay,  they  have  more  than  acquiesced : 


ttil  now,  without  oontrovertiog  the  oblintion  of 
anch  Treaties,  they  havo  made  bH  the  requisite  pro- 
visions tor  canying  them  into  eSbcL 
There  Is  also  naaon  to  believe  that  this  oonstmc- 


the  constiRrtion,  eapet^aUy  by  thoee  who  otgected  to 
it,  because  tiiere  waa  not  reqnired  in  Commereial 
Treatiea  the  coment  of  two-thirds  of  the  whole  nnm 
ber  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  instead  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Seoetora  present,  and  hecanse,  in  Trea- 
ties req>ecting  tenitoiial  and  certain  other  rights  and 
claims,  the  coacorrcDCO  of  thrae-fonrthi  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  members  of  both  Hcsisee  respectively 
lot  made  neoeasary. 

is  a  fact,  declared  I7  Ae  Qeneral  Convention, 
imiversally  UDdcrstoD^  that  the  ConstiUtian  of 
the  United  StUes  waa  the  result  of  a  <^t  of  ami^ 
and  mutual  ooneesdon.  And  It  is  wtO  known  that, 
under  thii  InfliMnce,  the  smaller  States  were  admitted 


mcnt  was  invested  widi  great  powsn ;  fbr,  on  tin 
equal  partidpetioa  of  those  powers,  the  sovereign^ 
and  political  safen  of  the  analler  State*  were  deem- 


tbe  oonstitntian  itsel(  be  neceoary  to  asoertuu  (he 
wnnt  under  conuderalioo,  they  may  be  foimd  in  the 
Journals  of  the  General  Convention,  which  I  bars 
deported  is  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State. 
In  those  Jonmala  it  wiU  appear,  that  a  propontioD 
was  made,  "  that  no  Treaty  shonld  be  landing  on  the 
United  States  which  was  not  ratified  by  a  law,*  and 
that  the  propodtlini  was  eiplicdtiy  ityacted. 

Aa,  dierefore,  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  my  nnder- 
standmg,  that  the  aSKot  of  (he  Honse  of  Represeiv- 
tativeals  not  neeessaiy  to  the  validly  of  a  Treaty ; 
aa  the  Trea^  vHh  Great  Britain  exhibits  in  itself  all 
"    '    reqdiii^  Legislative  provUon,  and  on 


leoUed*  ri 
lesethepap 


due  adminiatration  at  the 

mndaiiea  Gied  by  the  oon- 

Btitation  between  the  different  departments  shonld 
be  pieiervad — a  Just  regard  to  the  coiudtntioD  and 
to  uie  dn^  of  my  office,  Dodo'  all  the  drcumstanoes 
of  tU>  oaaa,  fbrUd  a  oompliaooe  with  yoor  requeet. 
G.  WASHINGTON.* 
Umxn  SraTW,  Martk  80,  1796. 

BKnsKircx  or  thx  Aurawxn  to  a  oowtttsb  or 

TBI  WHOU. 

Mawm  81,— Mr-  Blodsi  moved  that  tho 
Uenage  be  referred  to  b  Oomimttee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GiLu  wu  of  opinion  it  had  better  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  dmply. 

Mr.  Sbdowiok  saw  no  reason  for  aoch  a  refer- 
ence. He  wished  gentleven  would  point  out 
the  otjject  of  the  motion. 

Mr,  Tbatchzb  saw  no  good  to  be  obtained 
by  refemng  it  The  House  had  reqoeated  the 
PpgamttiuT  to  lay  certaui  papers  bwore  them ; 


•It  Isseaa  In Ikis  snswel of  PnddHit  WssUnctoo, that 
be  holds  the  sssMit  if  the  Hbbss  to 
tllldll;  or  aj  Tieatr  whstaier,  which,  oT  ce 
the  elM*  eonleiilsd  Ibr  br  ths  House,  bnt  an 
tloB  broader  IhsB  tbs  ei 


H.  or  S.] 

tho  PsisiDiirT  anawera,  llut  he  baa  Done  for 
them.    Whj  ft  nferanoe  1    Tbe  House  asked  & 

aaestioD ;  the  Pshidcxt  ansvered  in  the  nega- 
ve — for  what  purpose  refor  the  Auwert  what 
todM  be  gained  bj  itf 

Ur.  Blount  observed,  that  the  FnaiDaMr's 
JCeasage  stands  apon  tbe  Jonmala  of  the  House ; 
he  wished,  abo,  that  the  House  shonld  state 
apon  their  Journals  tbe  reasons  which  iQflnenoed 
tbem  to  mate  the  reque«t.  Periiapa,  also,  he 
aaid,  a  consideration  of  tlie  Message  might  lead 
to  some  further  measure  proper  to  be  adopted. 
Ha  was  iodiffbrent  vjiether  it  vas  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  nnloo,  or  a  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
sitnpl;. 

llr.  KicHOULS  remarked  that  It  was  pr^udg- 
ing  the  qnesUon  to  sa;  that  nothing  ootild  arise 
ont  of  a  consideration  of  the  Message.  The 
present  is  a  crisis  important  in  the  affairs  of  the 
oonntrj,  independeatlj  of  the  Treaty.  If  the 
Message  was  a  proper  snijject  of  discussion,  it 


Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stalti  of  the 
UniOD  proper ;  because  the  Message  points  to  a 
snl^ect  diflbring  from  that  referred  to  that  com- 
mittoe.  Tbe  investigation  at  any  rate  oonld 
produce  nothing  wrong. 

Mr.  GtLE«  said,  that  the  member  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Bloitnt)  had  explained  the  object 
be  had  in  view  by  a  referenoe.  He  preferred 
a  reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  inde- 
peudentl; ;  because  the  Message  itself  would 
ihmish  matter  enough  for  connderatioD  bv  it- 
self. He  should  object  to  its  bdog  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  toe  Whole,  who  are  to  take 
into  oonsideration  the  Briliau  Treatj ;  because 
be  never  woold  consent  to  act  upon  that  autject 
mi  the  papers  deemed  material  to  the  investiga- 
tJoD  were  laid  upon  the  tabic.  He  hoped  the 
reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  gene- 
rally, woold  be  agreed  to.  It  certunl;  would 
be  proper  for  the  House  to  state  their  reasons 
for  the  calL  This  call  had  given  rise  to  a  great 
OOOBtitutJonal  question ;  the  Pkebidbnt  had 
Btat«d  the  reasons  of  his  opinion ;  if  the  House 
were  not  convinced  hj  tnem,  (and  he  owned 
that,  fbr  one,  he  was  not,)  then  it  would  be 
proper  that  tbej  ahoold  present  to  the  public 
their  reasons  for  differing  with  him. 

Mr.  THAt«SBB  argued,  that  the  reasons  of  the 
House  wero  contuned  in  the  speeches  of  mem- 
bers in  favor  of  the  motion;  the  papers  bad 
been  filled  with  them,  and  a  pamphlet  was  go- 
ing to  be  published  containing  them  aU.  If  this 
was  not  sufficient,  the  gentlemen  had  better  di- 
rect the  pamphlet  to  be  copied  on  the  Jon 

Mr.  WiLUAHS  confiderea  this  a  new  question, 
and  wished  for  time  to  consider.  The  Psasi- 
drht'b  Message  is  onl^  an  answer  to  a  request 
of  the  House.  It  does  not  call  for  any  thing  ' 
be  done,  then  why  a  reference  I  Such  a  idle 
eoce  would  be  unprecedented.  Entering  the 
reasons  of  the  House  on  thejonmals  could  pro- 
dace  no  good.    The  House  oonld  not  oall  for  the 
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papers  more  than  they  had  done.  Hs  nnisU 
the  EoQse  that  three  weets  had  ainad;  ha 
spent  in  agreeing  to  the  call ;  if  they  sgmj  ii 
tne  present  motion,  they  would  tpwA  h  mad 
agreeing  to  the  reasoos.  Tbe  Pih- 
DBKT,  in  his  Message,  had  mentioned  ibt  f» 
ceedings  of  the  grand  Convention;  thiiTiai 
new  topic  to  him  not  started  in  debate;  «ta 
tbe  Treaty  fa  before  the  Honae,  pertupa  Ii«i 
might  wish  to  have  the  Message  before  Ihsaei 
that  ground.  He  should  vote  fw  the  rdatmt 
if  gentlemen  could  assign  (what  they  tudtd 
yet  done)  a  proper  motive  for  it. 

Mr.  Sedowice  urged  that  the  leaeoni  d  lit 
majority  would  make  a  lar^  book.  WenAt 
Committee  of  the  Whde  to  turn  anthcii  ui 
.write  a  diawrtation  on  part  <^the  oonstitstJial 
Tbe  people  did  not  send  tlieir  Reprrseulstini 
here  for  any  such  purpose,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  persisted  in.  If  thereasixiicfib 
House  were  to  be  drafted,  he  ventured  to  fn- 
diet,  that  they  would  reach  the  end  of  their  jio- 
litiiul  career  before  the  discnraian  that  nrat 
necessarily  arise  upon  them  would  b«  bnH^ 
to  a  close.  Such  a  measure  would  be  mipnci- 
dented,  and  lead  to  a  great  waste  of  lime,  vi 
oontiDuaUy  defleat  tbe  real  oltjeots  of  tbelrme- 
sion.  The  seanon  had  bees  long  oidii^  al- 
ready, and  it  miut  be  lengthened  to  ictanifSA 
the  neoesMry  badness  oflt  If  the  geniloN 
would  write  books,  he  was  confident  every  bo^ 
would  buy  them ;  but  he  could  not  see  thepn- 
priety  of  the  presoit  motion. 

Mr.  Bloont  observed,  that  the  Pusnmr  n- 
fen,  in  his  Uesnge,  to  Uie  debate  in  the  BoeR 
and  insinuates  Uiat  the  House  contend  fa  i 
right  not  given  them  by  the  conatilntiaD.  Hi* 
was  the  first  instance  of  any  importasoe  <i ' 
difference  between  the  Honse  of  Eeprssratt- 
lives  and  tbe  Executive  respecting  a  greatoi*- 
stitutional  point;  it  was  then  proper  to  mil* 
snob  a  disposal  of  Ihe  Message  as  to  eniUa  i^ 
House  to  state  their  reasons  in  suj^K»t  of  iw 
oinnioo,  that  tbe  people  may  be  ri^tl;  B" 
formed,  that  they  may  see  the  Hobbs  is  at- 
tempting no  encroachment. 

Mr.  Hbath  hoped  the  Message  would  aeim 
passed  over  in  silence.  The  PB«m«»T  f^ 
is  not  infallible.  A  very  importsnl  i»m«i»- 
tional  qnestion  is  involved ;  he  hoped  the  wfo- 
ence  wonid  he  agreed  to.  ^^ 

Mr,  SiTOB«*.VBSwag_against  the  motion.  i« 
House  have  made  a  demand  on  the  Faunon; 
the  PsBaiDEJT  refused  it ;  this  mu«  naiany 
put  an  end  to  the  correBpondence  on  thii  b^ 
jeot.  The  difference  of  sentiment  betwew  U" 
two  branches  is  not  sufficient  reeatw  fbr«ca- 
verting  the  journals  of  the  Honse  raUt  s  «iu» 
of  debates.  If  the  majority  are  to  pl*M  Iw 
reaeons,  the  minority  cannot  be  denied  tie  f" 
indulgence;  then  for  a  r^inder,  rebotto*! ^ 
rebutters,  withoot  end.  From  the  prseti«« 
tbe  House,  iu  a  case  analogoos,  a  rule  aj^ 
duct  for  the  present  case  may  bedrawn.  J*"* 
a  bill  U  sent  to  the  PsssnoNT,  if  hs  diiliu'^ 
be  negatives  and  sends  it  to  the  Eodw  rSi  t* 
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nasons.  Those  reoBODi  are  pat  on  the  Janrnsls, 
OS  directed  by  the  constitDtion ;  bnt  it  ooDtaJnB 
nothing  to  direct  or  an^orize  the  m^orit^  to 
reglirtier  their  reasosa,  and  thna  to  enter  into  a 
controveTsy.  The  retnm  bill  is  pnt  to  vote,  and 
tf  two-tbirdB  of  each  Hoa«e  agree  to  it,  it  pasa- 
ee ;  if  not,  it  falla  to  the  groacd,  bnt  no  reasons 
are  entered  on  the  part  (^  the  Honae. 

Mr.  Gallathi  said  he  did  not  expect  the  mo- 
tion for  a  reference  iroald  hare  met  with  anj 
oppoaitdon.  Some  members  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  Messan  ahonld  be  paaeed  over  in  ailence ; 
others  had  resolved  to  groimd  some  act  upon 
tt.  There  exists  a  diSbrence,  then,  on  this  first 
point.  The  natural  coarse  is,  then,  a  reference 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  determine 
irhether  the  Honse  wonld  act  Ibrther  on  the 
bnsineM. 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  a  discnssion  could 
be  had  eonoeming  the  propriety  of  acting  fur- 
'  ther  on  the  Message.  When  the  Honse  made 
tbe  coll  (or  papers,  they  did  not  give  tfaur  rea- 
•ons  in  the  resolation;  it  was  but  a  bare  re- 
qnest.  The  Pbbsidxnt  decided  he  ooald  not 
ooatply  -with  it.  If  he  had  stopped  here,  pcr- 
liape  there  might  be  gronnda  for  ending  the  cor- 
respondenoe  here;  bnt  he  wasnot  aatimednith 
this,  bnt  has  entered  into  his  motives  for  refbih 
Ing.  Indeed,  he  had  gone  further;  he  had  ad- 
verted to  the  debates  had  in  the  Honse.  He 
may  be  miataken  as  to  the  motivea  he  ascribes 
to  the  Bouse.  In  tliis  delicate  utuation  it  is 
oert^nly  right  to  notice  the  Message,  and  to  ex- 
plain the  real  motives  of  the  Honse  in  support 
of  the  motion.  If  it  b  a  novelty  to  reply  to  an 
answer  of  the  Pkesidbitt's,  it  was  equally  a 
novelty,  also,  in  making  an  answer  to  notice  a 
debate  in  sapport  of  a  resolution.  It  is  necessa- 
ry to  refer  the  Meseoge  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  determine  now  to  act.  He  declared 
hia  mind  was  not  made  np  npon  this  point,  and 
therefore  he  wished  it  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  Not,  however,  to  the  Committee 
on  the  state  of  the  TTnion,  beoanse  there  exists 
no  connection  with  the  subject  referred  to  that 
committee,  deferring  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  is  deciding  nothing,  but  only  determin- 
ing to  examine ;  it  could  not  decide  on  the  pro- 
priety of  acting.         ^ 

Mr.  CoDPSR  sud,  that  the  ^rther  the  gentle- 
men tniveUed  a  wrong  road,  the  Airther  they 
would  get  ont  of  a  trua  course,  and  the  more 
difflcnlt  it  wonid  be  to  return. 

Mr.  Habpbb  observed,  that  this  was  not  the 
flnt  attempt  to  get  the  House  to  do  aometliing, 
to  commit  them  to  do  something  farther.  A. 
motion  is  now  made  to  refer  the  Jlessage  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  Honse  are 
told,  that  if  the  motion  be  earned,  it  is  nothing, 
it  is  deciding  nothing,  bnt  will  only  lead  to  an 
inquiry  whether  the  House  ought  to  act.  He 
In^tod  that  such  a  reference  would  in  fact  be 
determining  that  they  would  act,  and  then,  in 
DommittM^  they  would  determine  how,  ana  in 
that  oommittee,  he  said  they  would  be  asked, 
why  did  the  Honse  r«aolve  itself  into  a  Commit- 


tee of  the  Whole  if  not  to  act!  So,  when  the 
Indian  Treaty  was  ratified,  a  motion  was  made 
to  request  the  Peksident  to  lay  it  before  the 
House.  When  it  was  laid  before  tbem,  it  was 
then  contended  that  the  Honse  had  a  right  to 
interfere  in  the  Treaty,  or  why  ask  for  it!  It 
;  be  snppOBod  that  gentlemen  of  any 
nnderstanding  ooold  be  imposed  npon  bysncha 
flimsy  sophistry.  It  was  now  the  proper  time, 
and  the  House  the  proper  place,  he  contended, 
to  settle  the  principle  whetlier  tlie  Honse  would 
sanction  any  farther  proceedings  on  the  Me»- 
SBge.  What  reason  could  be  addnced  for  act- 
ing !  It  is  s^d  that  the  Psesidbnt  has  not  only 
rdased  the  papers,  bnt  given  his  reasons  for  the 
refusal,  and  that  his  reference  to  the  debate,  and 
the  statement  he  made  about  the  motivea  of 
the  Honte,  might  be  found  incorrect ;  that  the 
Psiemurr  may  have  attributed  to  the  m^ority 
motivea  they  were  not  willing  to  avow.  The 
motives  had  been  avowed  by  the  gentlemui 
who  led  the  business  from  Pennsylvania, 

Mr.  Eaktsb  was  called  to  order.  He  ocm- 
clnded  by  declaring  that  he  wonId  vot«  against 
the  reference, 

Mr.  Yakiiiii  observed,  that  a  great  constitu- 
tional qoeetioa  was  to  be  decided ;  two  brancbee 
of  the  Government  dififered,  and  they  had  Join- 
ed issne.  The  PBzsmEiiT  hod  given  the  reasons 
of  bis  opinion;  it  was  right,  also,  that  the  peo- 
ple should  know  the  sense  of  the  House.  Shall 
tbe  House  take  no  farther  raeasorea  on  the  snb- 
ject,  and  receive  the  answer  of  the  Pbksidknt 
OS  obligatory  with  regard  t«  the  qnestion  t  He 
believed  every  member  of  the  House  haa,  as 
well  as  the  Pebsidkht,  the  right  to  avow  his 
principles,  and  to  Judge  of  the  import  of  the 
different  parts  of  the  constitution.  The  House 
he  conceived  under  an  obligation  to  consider 
tbe  qnestion :  if  they  found,  opon  consideration, 
reason  to  recede  from  their  opinions,  he  hoped 
they  would.  He  wished  the  snbjeot  examined 
with  temper  and  candor. 

Mr,  EnTESA  chiefly  dwelt  on  the  length  of 
time,  which,  if  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  would 
be  consumed  in  the  business.  He  also  touched 
on  the  impropriety  of  entering  into  a  disquisition 
on  the  merits  of  this  question  on  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Cbabb. — Mr.  Speakeh,  I  hope  the  Mes- 
sage received  from  the  President,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  this  House,  calliiig  for  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  British  Treaty,  will  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Uouse.  My 
reasons  for  this  wish  are,  because  the  Fresidknt 
has  refbsed  tiie  papers  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, and  has  tnought  proper  to  go  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  reasons  which  led  to  a  formation  of 
his  opinion ;  therefore  I  apprehend  it  proper  to 
make  the  reference,  in  order,  that  if  the  reasons 
urged  by  the  FnKeinKirr  are  such  as  to  convince 
this  Honse  that  he  is  right  as  to  tbe  constitu- 
tional qnestion,  that  the^  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  acknowledge  it,  Uiat  it  may  be  so 
known  and  understood  abroad,  inasmuch  as  the 
contrary  opinion  has  been  promul^ted;  and 
i^wn,  I  wish  the  reCarenoi^  that  this  House  mojr, 
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with  respect  and  calm  doliberation,  oonaider  the 
PitxstDBNT'a  Meemge,  and  the  reasons  od  which 
hie  reflisal  to  send  the  papers  is  groanded,  that 
if  those  rea«OEiB  are  doC  sqrIi  as  to  convince  or 
change  the  opinion  of  this  Uouse,  the;,  in  that 
CUM,  ma;'  have  an  opportunity  so  to  express 
themaelvei,  and  to  intixidaoe  reaolationa  to  that 
effetl,  tliat  the  opiolixi  of  this  Hoote,  on  this 
grent  constitutional  qncetion,  after  the  receipt 
and  consideration  of  the  Psmnor's  UeM«ge, 
may  be  folly  known,  clearl^r  understood,  utd 
stamped  on  jour  JonmaK  I  think  this  a  ne- 
ecMarj  measnre,  inasmuch  as  sandrr  Tteatiee 
latel;  n«ROliat«d  ore  now  before  this  Houm^  and 
by  a  declaratory  resolution,  as  before  stated, 
this  noose  may  save  the  constitutional  principle, 
■nd  feel  themselves  at  perfect  Ut>erty  to  pass 
the  DMeasaiT  Iaws  to  carry  these  Treatiea  mto 
complete  effect,  without  conveying  the  impli- 
cation, that  tliey  think  they  are  bound  so  to  do, 
and  have  not  a  oonstitntiunal  right  to  reject  and 
Tvfbse,  when  even  they  shall  judge  the  general 
proqierity  of  the  Uuion,  and  the  interest  of  their 
ooDstitnents,  may  be  promoted  by  that  reflisaL 

Ur.  GiLsa  taid,  he  tkad  not  expected  the  sub- 
ject would  have  been  treated  with  ridicule,  and 
that  members  In  reply  should  advise  others  to 
so  and  write  pamphlets.  The  motives  of  a 
branch  of  Government  must  necessarily  differ 
from  the  motives  of  individuals  expressed  m  tbdr 
qieeches.  A  majority  of  the  Bouse,  when  their 
Mntimonts  are  collected,  speak  the  sense  of  the 
House,  He  adverted  to  the  practice  of  the 
House  when  the  PutalDXHT  returns  a  bill,  which 
had  been  mentioned  by  the  oppoeers  of  the 
motion,  and  observed,  that  in  cases  of  that  kind 
the  message  of  the  Pbcsidki(t  was  acted  npon. 
Ee  observed  on  the  importance  of  the  sut^eot, 
and  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  the  House  ex- 
pressing their  reasons  for  their  Tote.  They 
owe  it  to  themselves,  t«  the  United  Btatea,  to 
the  whole  world,  to  exhibit  their  reasons  for 
what  the  rssaniENT  has  declared  to  be  an  un- 
constitutional coll.  For  this  purpose,  the  Mes- 
sage should  be  referred  to  a  Oommitl«e  of  the 
whole,  wheroapropermotiou  would  be  brought 
fbrward,  and  coula  be  freely  discussed.  If  it 
bad  been  proposed  to  refer  the  Message  to  a 
select  committee,  to  place  the  bnunees  into  a 
few  hands,  there  might  have  been  ao  objection, 
but  a  reference  to  a  Committee  c^  the  Whole  he 
conudered  quite  unexceptionable. 

Ur.  N.  SioTH  said  the  present  was  a  most 
dngnlar  motion  ;  and,  ai^r  noUdngthe  several 
reasons  which  had  been  given  for  the  measure, 
thought  none  of  them  had  any  weight,  tie 
add  the  referring  of  the  Message  could  only 
have  one  effect ;  it  would  engage  three  weeks 
moreof  their  time;  and  yct,gentiemen  whohad 
been  very  economical  with  respect  to  time,  on 
the  late  great  constitutional  point,  by  calling  for 
the  question  from  day  to  day,  now  proposed  to 
consume  it  in  the  way  proposed.  Ee  should, 
however,  now  show  that  economy  on  account 
of  dme.  which  had  been  so  much  maisted  upon 
on  a  former  oocason. 


The  yeas  aod  nt^  wwe  dow  taken  ca  ib 
question  of  a  reference  of  tbaPxEsnt^rr'a  Met- 
aage  to  a  ConimitMe  of  (lie  Whde ;  andtfaeno- 
tion  was  agreed  to— yeas  fiS,  nays  87. 

DEBITS   OS   THI    rBBBIDKHT's    ASBWKK. 

AfxiL  6. — The  House  aocordin^y  resolved  itmU 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  aud  Ken^c 

Mr.  Bloukt  brought  forward  the  fiiiloviDg 
resolutions : 

"limited,  That,  it  being  dsdarad  by  tin  hbimj 
ssotiou  of  the  isooitd  aitids  of  the  oooaticiitioii,  *tkaa 
the  Prsiident  dull  ban  nomr,  bj  and  witfa  llie  t4- 
vica  of  the  Senats,  lo  m^e  Tnities,  psorided  tw»- 
thirds  cf  the  Senate  preseirt  eoaem','  the  Hobb  J 
Represmtailve*  do  uot  claim  ai^  agin^  in  mtidat 
Treaties ;  Ixit,  that  wImq  a  Treaty  stwiilates  ng» 
IstioDS  m  any  of  tlie  saUects  sabmittod  lif  the  am- 
ititatiaB  todw  powmof  Cooatas  it  most  d^mii, 
fv  it*  eseentiaii,  a« tench  itqwdatinns,  on  aUw« 
laws  to  ba  passed  by  Coogrew.  And  it  is  Uie  eoaai- 
tntiooal  iMit  and  dn^  </  the  Bnue  at  ITiijiirMats 
tivas,  in  sU  tneh  eases,  to  delibaate  on  tlie  expe^ 
SDOy  or  inoxpodiMicy  of  aurriiig  socfa  Treaty  isM 
a&iel,  and  to  dstenains  and  act  tboMti,  aa.  in  di^ 
jnd^nnMit,  may  ba  most  oandadve  to  tbe   paUs 

"BaelMd,  That  it  is  not  neeaasary  to  the  pm- 
prie^  of  any  ipplication  from  this  Hooaa  to  the  Ez- 
ecntiva,  for  infonnatioD  denied  by  Oiam,  and  iMii 
may  lelale  to  any  oonMJtiilioa^  fbnctiooa  of  tin 
HoDse,  thst  the  parposg  tbr  which  aocb  infbrmalin 
may  ba  wanted,  or  to  which  the  sune  may  be  tf- 
plied,  should  be  stated  in,  the  ajqtlicatitai.' 

Mr,  Eabfkb,  Mr.  Dattok,  and  Mr.  Eitchxu, 
offered  a  few  remarks  with  re^>ect  to  the  pro- 
priety of  considering  the  resoluuons  now  moved, 
or  tlioee  laid  npon  the  table,  by  Mr,  Ein^aKi, 
a  few  days  ago.    After  which — 

Mr.  Madisos  rose,  and  spoke  as  follows: 
When  the  Message  was  first  proposed  to  ba 
committed,  the  proposition  had  been  treated  by 
some  gentiemen  not  only  with  levity,  but  with 
ridicule.  Ho  persuaded  himself  that  the  sub- 
ject would  appear  in  a  very  different  li^t  la 
the  committee;  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be 
discussed  on  both  EJdes  without  either  leviQ', 
intemperance,  or  illibertdlty. 

If  there  were  any  question  which  could  make 
a  Berions  appeal  to  the  dispassionate  jadgmoit, 
it  must  be  one  which  reelected  the  meaning  <j 
the  constitution ;  and  if  any  constitutiatial  ques- 
tion contd  make  the  ^jpesl  with  pe<ndiar  so- 
lemnity, it  mnst  be  in  a  case  like  Uie  pr^ent, 
where  two  of  the  constituted  anOiorities  inter- 
preted diffbrentiy  the  extent  of  their  respective 

It  was  a  consolation,  however,  of  which  eveiy 

member  would  be  senuble,  to  reflect  on  the 
happy  difference  of  our  situation,  on  such  oocnr- 
recoes,  from  tUat  of  govemmenta  in  which  the 
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xmRitnent  members  powecaed  independent  and 
liereditary  prerogatives.  Insnoli  goTemmenta, 
;be  partiea  having  a  peraonal  Interest  in  their 
rabUc  st&tiona,  and  not  being  Bmenable  to  tlie 
utional  will,  dispntes  conoeming  the  limits  of 
Jieir  respective  aothorities  might  beprodnotive 
)f  the  moflt  fatal  conieqnencce.  With  ob,  on 
lie  coQtraiy,  ajthongh  diapntei  of  that  kind  are 
dwRTB  to  be  n^retted,  there  were  three  meet 
trecioQB  resonroeB  ag^iut  the  evil  tendenej  of 
hetn.  In  the  fint  place,  the  responnbiiitj 
rhich  every  department  feels  to  Uie  public 
rOl,  under  the  fiirms  of  the  oonstitntion,  maj 
>e  expected  to  prevent  the  eieeagefl  Inddent  to 
onflicts  between  rival  and  Irresponsible  snthor- 
ties.  In  the  next  place,  if  the  difference  can- 
lot  be  fkdjiist«d  by  ftiesalj  conference  and  mo-- 
oal  concession,  the  sense  of  the  constituent 
wdy,  brought  into  the  Govemroent  throngh 
he  ordinary  elective  channele,  mav  snpply  a 
emedy.  And  if  this  reaoaree  Hhonld  ful,  there 
erauna,  in  the  third  and  last  place,  that  provi- 
ient  artide  In  the  eonstitntion  itself^  by  which 
D  avenne  is  always  open  to  the  sovereignty  of 
he  people,  for  explanationa  or  amendmenta,  » 
hey  might  be  fonnd  indispensable. 
A  in  the  present  instance,  it  was  to  be  par- 
icnlarly  regretted  that  the  existing  difference 
f  opinion  nad  arisen,  every  motive  to  the  re- 
let was  a  motive  to  calinnesa,  to  candor,  and 
he  most  respectful  delicacy  towards  the  other 
onstitntedanthority..  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Qty  which  the  Eonse  cf  Bepresentatives  must 
wl  to  tbemaelves  and  to  their  constitnents,  re- 
nired  that  thej  should  examine  the  sabject 
rHh  accaracy,  u  well  as  with  candor,  and  de- 
ide  on  it  wiui  fiimnesB,  as  well  as  witn  moder- 

In  this  temper,  he  should  proceed  to  make 
sme  obeervatjona  on  the  Meeaage  before  the 
ommittee,  and  on  the  reasons  contused  in  It. 

The  Meesa^  related  to  two  points.  "FlnL 
le  application  made  for  the  papers.  Secondly. 
1>e  oonstitdtional  rights  of  Ckmgresg,  and  of 
be  Hoose  of  Sepreeeatadves,  on  the  stibject 
r  Treaties. 

On  the  first  pt^t,  be  observed,  that  the  right 
f  the  Hoose  to  apply  for  any  information  they 
light  want,  had  been  admitted  by  a  number  in 
le  minority,  who  had  imposed  the  exercise  of 
le  right  in  thisparticnlar  case.  lie  thon^ht  it 
lear  Uiat  die  Honse  must  have  a  right,  m  all 
ue^  t«  ask  for  information  which  might  assist 
leir  deUberations  on  the  HObjects  sabmittcd  to 
lem  by  the  cwstitntion;  being  reppunuble, 
Bvertheleas,  for  the  proprietor  of  the  measnre. 
[e  was  aa  ready  to  admit  that  the  Executive 
ad  a  right,  nnder  a  due  responsibility,  also,  to 
ithhold  informaHon.  when  of  a  natnre  that 
id  not  permit  a  diHCIosnre  of  it  at  the  time. 
Jid  if  the  reftual  of  the  PBEsiDEirr  had  been 
landed  simply  on  a  repreeentatlon  that  the 
«te  (^  the  bosinees  within  his  department,  snd 
M  oontents  of  the  papers  asked  for,  reqeired 
,  althooffh  he  might  have  regretted  the  reftasal, 
B  should  have  been  little  uipoeed  to  criticise 
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it.  But  the  Uessage  had  contested  wbst  ap- 
peared to  him  a  clear  and  Important  right  of 
the  Honse ;  and  stated  reasons  for  refiisng  the 
papers,  which,  with  all  the  respect  he  conld  feel 
for  the  ExeoDtive,  he  could  not  regard  ae  salia- 
factory  or  proper. 

One  of  tne  reasons  was,  that  it  did  not  occnr 
to  the  Executive  that  the  papers  conid  be  rela- 
tive to  any  purpose  nnder  the  cognizance,  and 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  Eoa<!e.  The  other 
was,  that  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
wanted  was  not  expressed  in  the  resolution  of 
the  Honse, 

With  respect  to  the  first,  It  implied  that  the 
Ezecntive  was  not  only  to  jndgo  of  the  proper 
objects  and  Amotions  of  the  S^ecative  Depart- 
ment bnt,  also,  of  the  objects  and  functions  ot 
the  House.  He  was  not  only  to  dedde  bow  far 
the  Eieentive  tmst  woold  permit  a  disclosure 
of  information,  bat  how  far  the  Le^glative  tmst 
could  derive  advantage  from  it.  It  belonged^ 
he  said,  to  each  department  to  jndge  for  itaelt 
If  the  Ezecative  conceived  that,  in  relation  to 
his  own  department,  papers  conld  not  be  safely 
communicated,  he  might,  on  that  ground,  re- 
fose  them,  because  be  was  the  competent, 
though  a  responsible  Judge  within  his  own  de- 
partment. If  the  papers  conld  be  communi- 
cated without  ii^nry  to  the  objects  of  his  . 
department,  he  ought  not  to  reAise  tnem  as  irrel- 
ative to  the  ot^ects  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; because  the  House  was,  in  such  cases, 
the  only  proper  Judge  of  Its  own  objects. 

The  other  reason  of  refusal  was,  that  the  use 
which  the  House  meant  to  make  of  the  papers 
was  not  expressed  in  the  resolution. 

As  far  as  be  could  recollect,  no  preoedeut 
oonld  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  House,  or 
elsewhere,  in  which  the  particular  object  In 
calling  for  information  was  expressed  in  the 
calL  It  was  not  only  contrary  to  right  to  re- 
quire this,  but  it  would  often  be  improper  in  the 
House  to  express  the  object.  In  the  particular 
case  of  an  impeachment  referred  to  in  the  Mes- 
sage, it  might  be  evidently  improper  to  state 
that  to  be  the  object  of  information  which 
might  nossibly  lead  to  it,  because  it  would  in- 
volve tne  preposterous  idea  of  first  deterrainiug 
to  impeach,  and  then  inquiring  whether  an  im- 
peachment ought  to  take  place.  Even  the  hold- 
ing out  an  impeachment  as  a  contemplated  or 
contingent  result  of  the  information  called  fbr, 
might  be  extremely  disagreeable  in  practice,  as 
it  might  inflict  a  temporary  pain  on  an  Indi- 
vidual, whom  an  inv^igation  of  facta  might 
prove  to  he  innocent,  and  perhaps  meritorious. 

From  this  view  of  the  sutiject  he  could  not 
forbear  wishing  that,  if  the  papers  were  to  be 
reflised,  other  reasons  had  been  assigned  for  iL 
He  thought  tiie  resolutions  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  one  of  which  re- 
lated to  this  subject,  ought  to  stand  on  the  Jour- 
nal along  with  the  Message  which  bad  been 
entered  tnere.  Both  the  resolutions  were  pen- 
ned with  moderation  and  propriety.  They  went 
no  brther  than  to  assert  tiie  rights  of  th» 
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House;  ihej  ooarted  do  replj;  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  Bupuowd  they  oould  give  «ny  offenoe. 

The  aeooDd  object  to  which  the  metsore  ro- 
uted woe  the  coDfltitntionsl  power  of  the  Hoom 
on  the  Bobject  of  Treatiei. 

Here,  afcain,  he  hoped  it  may  be  allonvble  to 
vtah  that  it  Lad  not  heen  dwoied  DMessaiy  to 
t^e  up,  in  so  aolemn  a  manner,  a  great  contti- 
tntional  question,  which  was  not  contained  in 
the  resolution  presented  by  the  House,  which 
had  been  incidental  only  to  the  diacnsuoa  of 
tbai  resolDtioQ,  and  whicb  oould  only  have  been 
brought  into  view  through  the  nnanthentic 
medium  of  the  newspaper*.  This,  however, 
wonldweU  account  for  the  miaoonoeption  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  doctrine  maintuned  by 
the  minority  in  the  late  question.  It  had  been 
underwood  by  the  Ezecutive,  that  the  Eonse 
anerted  ita  assent  to  be  necessary  to  the  validity 
of  Trenties.  This  was  not  the  dootrine  main- 
tunod  by  them.  It  was,  he  believed,  fairly  laid 
down  in  the  rceolution  proposed,  which  limited 
the  power  of  the  House  over  Treaties,  to  oases 
where  Treaties  embraced  LegialaUve  aiilt}eota, 
submitted  bj  the  aonstitnljoa  to  the  power  of 
the  House. 

Ifr.  M.  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  g^eral 
merits  of  this  qnestion,  as  discussed  when  the 
(brmer  resolution  was  before  the  oommittee. 
The  Message  did  not  request  it,  having  drawn 
none  of  its  reasoning  from  the  text  of  the  oon- 
Btitntion.    It  had   merely  affirmed   Uiat   the 

EDwer  of  making  Treaties  is  exclusively  vested 
y  the  constitution  in  the  Pxxamunr,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
Nothing  more  was  neoenary  on  this  point  than 
to  observe  that  the  constitution  had  as  expressly 
and  exolnuvely  vested  in  Oongresa  the  power 
of  making  laws,  as  it  had  vested  in  the  Pbxsi- 
DBHT  and  Senate  the  power  of  making  Treaties. 

He  proceeded  to  review  the  several  topics  on 
-which  the  Message  relied.  First.  The  intention 
of  the  body  which  fhuned  the  conatitotion. 
Secondly.  The  opinions  of  the  Btate  Oonven- 
tions  who  adopted  it  Thirdly.  The  peculiar 
ri^ts  and  interests  of  tbe  amaller  States. 
Fonrthly.  Tbe  manner  in  which  the  oonatitu- 
tion  had  been  understood  by  the  Executive  and 
the  foreign  nations,  with  which  Treatiu  had 
been  formed.  Fifthly.  The  acqaieaoenoe  and 
aota  of  the  House  oa  former  oocasions. 

1.  When  the  members  on  the  floor,  who  were 
members  of  the  Oeneral  Convention,  particO' 
larly  a  member  from  Geor^a  and  hirasel^  were 
called  on  in  a  former  debate  for  the  sense  of 
that  l>ody  on  the  oonstitntional  question,  it  was 
ft  matter  of  some  surprise,  which  was  muL'h 
increased  by  the  peculiar  stress  lud  on  the 
information  expected,  He  acknowledged  bis  sur- 
prise, also,  at  seeing  the  Message  of  the  Execu- 
tive appealing  to  the  some  proceedmgs  in  tbe 
General  Convention,  as  a  due  to  the  meaning 
of  the  constitution. 

It  had  been  his  purpose,  during  the  late  de- 
hate,  to  make  some  otoervations  on  what  had 
fitllen  from  the  gentiemen  ttom  Oonneoticot  and 


Maryland,  if  the  sudden  t«rmination  erf  the  ^ 
bale  had  not  cut  him  off  frwa  tbe  opportmnty. 
He  should  have  reminded  ibem  that  this  i^ 
the  ninth  year  since  the  Convention  exetsted 
their  trust,  and  that  he  had  not  a  ain^de  ooU  ib 
this  place  to  aaast  his  memory.  Ha  rixmld 
have  remarked,  that  ndther  himself  nor  the 
Other  nMmbers  who  had  belonged  to  the  Fed- 
eral Convention,  oould  be  under  any  portiealff 
obligation  to  rise  in  answer  to  a  few  gentleowiL, 
with  intbrmotioD,  not  mwely  c^  their  own  ides 
at  that  period,  bnt  of  the  intention  of  tba 
whole  body ;  many  members  of  wfaioh,  toc^  had 
proI>ably  never  entered  into  tba  discnanoos  tt 
tbe  sulject  He  might  have  further  mnorked, 
that  there  would  not  be  much  deliea^  in  tbe 
undertaking,  as  it  appeared  that  a  senae  had 
been  put  on  the  constitution  by  some  who  were 
memben  of  the  Convention,  dlfierent  from  that 
which  must  have  bcMi  entertained  by  othcn^ 
who  had  ooncnrred  in  ratifying  the  Treaty. 

After  taking  notice  of  the  doctrine  of  Jodge 
Wilson,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Federal  Goo- 
vention,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Gallatix  tKna  Ibe 
Pennsylvaaia  debutes,  he  proceeded  to  meotiai 
that  uiree  gentlemei^  who  had  been  memboi 
of  the  convention,  were  parties  to  the  prooeid- 
ings  in  Oharleeton,  South  Carolina,  which, 
amtmg  other  objeotions  to  the  Treaty,  repre- 
sented it  as  violating  the  constitution.  Thai 
the  very  respectable  citizen,  who  preuded  at 
the  meeting  in  Wilmington,  whose  resolutkaa 
made  a  similar  complaint,  had  also  been  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  body  that  formed  the 
constitution. 

It  would  have  been  proper  for  him,  aba,  to 
have  recollected  what  had,  on  a  fonner  occa- 
sion, happened  to  himself  during  a  debate  in  the 
Honse  of  B^reaentatives.  Wbwt  the  bill  fcr 
establishing  a  National  Bank  was  under  eeo- 
sideration,  he  had  opposed  it,  as  not  warranted 
by  the  oonstitntion,  and  inddentoUy  remarked, 
that  bis  impresuon  mi^t  be  stronger,  as  he  re- 
membered that,  in  the  convention,  a  motion 
was  made  and  negatived,  for  giving  Congress  a 
power  to  grant  charters  of  incorporatinn.  Thn 
slight  rrferenoe  to  the  convention,  he  said,  was 
animadverted  on  by  several  In  tbe  course  of  the 
debate,  and  particularly  by  a  gentieman  tttm 
IfassaohnaettA,  who  had  himself  been  a  nwnt- 
ber  of  the  convention,  and  whose  remaika 
were  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  oom- 
mittee.  Here  Mr.H.  read  a  paragraph  (roffl 
Mr.  Qbrbt's  q>eech,  fKim  the  Gazette  of  tbe 
United  States,  page  814^  protesting,  in  stnuig 
terms,    ogiunst   argnmente  drawn    tnxa  that 

Mr.  M.  said,  he  did  not  believe  a  ringle  in- 
stance coold  be  cited  in  which  the  sense  of  tbe 
oonv^ntion  had  been  required  or  admitted  as 
material  in  any  oonstitntional  qneation.  In  the 
case  of  the  Bank,  tbe  ocmtmittee  had  aeen  bow 
a  glance  at  that  ouUiority  had  been  treated  in 
this  House.  When  the  qnestion  en  tbe  snabili^ 
of  the  States  was  dependhig  in  tbe  Supreme 
Oonrt,  he  asked,  whether  it  had  evw  been  no- 


lerstood  that  the  memben  <^  tha  bench,  who 
\ad  been  memben  of  the  conTention,  were 
aUed  on  for  the  meaaiDg  of  the  oonvention  on 
hat  Ter;  important  point,  ftlthongh  no  conati- 
ntional  qcestion  woold  be  prtMamed  more  sos- 
Wtible  of  eladdation  from  that  source  i 

Ha  then  adverted  to  that  port  of  the  Menage 
rUcb  oontoined  an  extract  from  the  Jonrnal  of 
be  oonventioD,  showing  that  a  proposition 
'  that  no  Treaty  should  be  binding  on  the  United 
Itatea,  which  was  not  ratified  bj  law,"  was  ex- 
iitatij  r^eoted.  Ua  allowad  this  to  be  madi 
Dore  prewae  than  aaj  evidence  drawn  from  the 
lebates  in  the  oonventioD,  or  resting  on  the 
aemorj  of  individoala.  BaL  admitting  the 
MO  to  be  aa  stated,  of  which  he  had  no  donbt, 
Ithongh  he  had  no  recollection  of  it,  and  ad- 
nitting  the  record  of  the  conreution  to  be  the 
Tacle  that  ocght  to  decide  the  trae  meaning  of 
he  oanstitQtion,  what  did  this  abstract  vote 
mount  to  t  Did  it  condemn  the  doctrine  of 
ha  m^oritj  ?  So  &r  from  it,  that,  as  he  un- 
lerstood  their  doctrine,  they  mnet  have  voted 
a  the  convention  did ;  for  tney  do  not  contend 
hat  no  Treat;  shall  be  operative  without  a  law 
0  sanction  it ;  on  the  contrary,  ther  admit  that 
cnne  Treaties  will  operate  without  this  sanction ; 
md  that  it  is  no  hrther  applicable  in  any  case 
han  where  Legislative  objeota  are  embraced 
ij  Treaties.  The  term  "  ratify "  also  deserved 
ome  attention;  for,  althoogh  of  loose  signiBca- 
ion  ia  general,  it  had  a  tacnnical  meaning  dif- 
brent  from  the  Ageoc?  claimed  by  the  House 
n  the  flubject  of  Treatiea. 

Bat,  oftar  all,  whatever  veneration  might  be 
utertained  for  the  bodj  of  men  who  formed 
nr  ooDstitntioD,  the  sense  of  that  body  could 
lever  be  regarded  as  the  oracular  guide  in  ex- 
lounding  the  constitntion.  As  the  imrtmment 
tame  from  them  it  was  nothing  more  than  the 
Iraft  of  a  plan,  nothing  but  »  dead  letter,  until 
ife  and  validity  were  Breathed  into  it  by  the 
'oioe  of  the  people,  speaking  through  the  sev> 
irai  Btate  OonventionB.  If  we  were  to  look, 
herefore,  for  the  meaning  of  the  instrument 
wyond  the  face  of  the  instrument,  we  mnst 
ook  for  it,  not  in  the  Qaneral  Convention,  which 
iroposed,  but  in  the  State  Oonvention,  which 
lOcepted  and  ratified  the  constitution.  To  these 
iao  the  Ueasage  bad  referred,  and  it  wonld  be 
iroper  to  follow  it 

2.  The  debates  of  the  oonvention  in  three 
itatea  (Pennsylvonia,  Tirpnia,  and  North  Caro- 
ina)  had  been  before  introdaced  into  the  dts- 
ninon  of  this  sutjject,  and  were  believed  the 
inly  publications  of  the  sort  which  contuned 
my  lights  with  respect  to  it.  He  would  not 
jatigoe  the  comnutt«e  with  a  repetition  of  the 
wssagea  then  read  to  them.  He  would  onl^ 
ipjwal  to  the  committee  to  decide  whether  it 
Im  not  appear,  from  a  candid  and  collected  view 
if  the  debates  in  those  conventions,  and  par- 
ioularly  in  that  of  Yir^ia,  that  the  Treaty- 
asking  power  was  a  limited  power ;  and  that 
he  powers  in  our  constitution,  on  this  subject, 
xne  on  analogy  to  the  powers  on  the  same 
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Bul^ect  in  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 
He  wished,  as  litde  as  any  member  couid,  to 
extend  the  analogies  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments; but  it  was  clear  that  the  constitaent 
parts  of  two  Governments  might  be  perfectly 
heterogeneous,  and  yet  the  powers  be  similar. 

At  once  to  illnstrate  bis  meaning,  and  give  a 
brief  reply  to  some  argotnonts  on  the  other  side, 
which  had  heretofore  been  urged  with  ingenuity 
and  leaimng,  he  would  mention,  as  an  example, 
the  power  of  pajdoning  offences.  This  power 
was  veeted  in  the  Pb28IDBHT  ;  it  was  a  preroga- 
tive also  of  the  British  King,  And,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  extent  of  the  technical  term  "  par- 
don," in  onr  constitntion,  it  would  not  be  irra- 
gnlar  to  search  into  the  meaning  and  exercise 
of  the  power  in  Great  Britain.  Yet,  where  ia 
the  general  analogy  between  an  hereditary  Bov- 
ereign,  not  accountable  for  his  conduct,  and  a 
Magistrate  like  the  FacsiDRHT  of  the  United 
STi.rBS,  elected  for  four  years,  with  limited 
powers,  and  liable  to  impeai^ment  for  the  abuse 
of  them  t 

In  referring  to  the  debates  of  the  State  Gon- 
ventiona  as  published,  he  wished  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  putting  entire  confidence  in  the 
accuracy  of  them.  Even  those  of  Virginia, 
which  had  been  probably  token  down  by  the 
most  skilfnl  hand,  (whose  merit  he  wished  by 
no  meana  to  disparage,)  contained  internal  evi- 
dence in  abondanoe  of  chasms  and  miaconcep- 
tioQB  of  what  waa  said. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  several 
conventions  were  better  authority,  and  would 
be  found,  on  a  general  view,  to  favor  the  sense 
of  the  constitution  which  had  prevailed  iu  this 
IIouBe.  Bat  even  here  it  would  not  be  reasona- 
ble to  expect  a  perfect  preci^on  and  aystezn  in 
all  their  votes  and  proceedings.  The  agitations 
of  the  public  mind  on  that  occasion,  with  the 
harry  and  compromise  which  gmerolly  prevail- 
ad  in  aetUing  the  amendments  to  be  proposed, 
would  at  once  explun  and  apologize  for  the 
several  apparent  inconsisteuciea  which  might 
be  discovered. 

He  would  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  par- 
ticular amendment  referred  to  in  the  llessag«, 
by  which  two  8tat«s  require  that  "  no  Com- 
merdal  Treaty  should  be  ratified  without  the 
consent  of  two-tliirda  of  tha  whole  number  of 
Benstora,  and  that  no  Territorial  right,  dca 
should  be  ceded  without  the  consent  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  both  Houaes,"  was 
digested  with  au  accnrat«  attention  to  the  whole 
sut(ject  On  the  other  hand,  it  waa  no  proof 
that  those  particular  conventions,  in  annexing 
those  guards  to  the  Treaty  power,  understood  it 
as  difierent  from  that  espoused  by  the  m^orit; 
of  the  House.  They  mi^t  consider  Congress 
HB  having  the  power  contended  for  over  Treaties 
stipnlatingon  L^ialative  subjects,  and  still  very 
confflstently  wish  for  the  amendment  they  pro- 
posed. They  might  not  consider  the  Territorial 
rights  and  other  objects  for  which  they  required 
the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  as  coming  within  any  of 
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the  enumerated  powers  of  CiHigrtaa,  and,  there- 
fore, u  not  protected  \>y  that  ooDtrol  over  Ttm- 
tiea.  And  uthooglt  they  migbt  be  aeiuibletiiM 
Oommercial  Treaties  vera  actder  that  oontrol, 
jet,  aa  th^  wonld  always  come  before  Congreat 
with  great  wei^t  after  they  had  passed  through 
the  r^nlar  forma  and  aaoctions  of  the  Treaty 
deportment,  it  mMit  be  deemed  of  real  impor- 


He  asked,  wtietber  it  might  not  happen, 
in  the  progreM  of  a  Treaty  throng  the  Treaty 
deparbneDt,  that  each  Encaeeding  eanction 
might  be  given,  more  on  aooonnt  of  preceding 
aanotion*  than  of  any  paaitiTe  approhationf 
And  DO  one  oodld  donbL  therefore,  tnat  a  Treaty 
which  had  reoeived  all  theee  aanotiona  wonld 
be  controUed  with  great  rdnctanoe  by  the 
Legi^atore,  and,  conaeqnently,  tliat  ft  might  be 
deeirable  to  atrengthen  the  barriers  againat 
making  improper  I^reatiee,  rather  than  tnut  too 
mnch  to  the  Legidative  oontrol  over  carrTing 
them  into  effbct. 

Bat,  aud  Hr.  M.,  it  wiD  be  proper  to  attend 
to  other  amendments  propoaed  by  the  ratifying 
conventions,  which  may  throw  lig^t  on  their 
opinions  and  intentioiiB  on  the  snl^ect  in  qnee- 
tion.  He  then  read  from  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  propoeed  by  Virginia  to  be  prefixed  to 
the  ooostitation,  the  Berenth  article,  which  ia 
BB  foUows : 

"  miat  an  power  at  nupaoding  Uwa,  ot  the 
aeiittMioriainibfuiyaatlrority,  wllhoot  tbeeooi 
ef  the  Ra^i«MDtatiTH  of  tba  pMple  in  the  Legida- 
'ir  lipili.  Bid 


ton,  ia  ii^aiiaQi  to  tinir  ij 


1   oogfat  not  to 


The  Convention  of  North  Oarc^na, 
abowed,  bad  lud  down  the  same  principle  in  the 
aame  word&  And  it  was  to  be  obaerred  tluit, 
Id  both  ooDventiona,  the  article  was  nnder  the 
head  of  a  Declaration  of  Righta,  "  asaerting 
and  seonruw  fr<Rn  eneroaohroent  the  essential 
and  inalienabte  rights  of  the  people,"  aooording 
to  the  langnage  of  tike  Virginia  Convention  j 
and  "asaerting  and  aecoring  from  enoroach- 
ment  the  great  prindplea  of  oivll  aod  religions 
liberty,  and  the  tnalimable  rights  of  the  peo- 


Carolio 


,  m  ezpreesed  by  the  Convention  of  North 
rolina.  It  mnst  follow  that  these  two  Oon- 
Tentiona  oonaidered  it  as  a  ftmdomental,  Invio- 
Uble,  and  nniveraal  principle  in  a  free  Oovem- 
mest^  that  no  power  oould  snperaede  a  law 
without  the  consent  of  the  Rq)r«eentative8  of 
the  people  in  the  Lc^islatnre. 

In  the  Maryland  Convention  also,  it  was 
among  the  amendmenta  propoaed,  thongh  be 
believed  not  decided  on,  "that  no  power  of 
anspending  laws,  or  the  execntion  of  laws,  nn- 
leaa  derived  from  the  Legislature,  oogbt  to  be 
exercised  w  allowed." 

The  Convention  ot  North  Carolina  had  far- 
ther explained  theouelvea  on  this  point,  by  their 
twMty-third  amendment  proposed  to  the  con- 
•titntion  in  the  following  words;  "That  no 
Treaties  shall  be  direoUy  opposed  to  the  exist- 
ing laws  of  tbe  TTnitod  StatM  in  OongrcM  as- 


sembled, shall  be  valid  nntil  snob  laws  shall  he 
repealed  or  made  oonfonnable  to  snch  Treiij; 
nor  dtall  any  Treaty  be  vaSd  which  is  cdo- 
tradiot^Tj  to  the  Constttation  of  the  United 


have  been  the  rwl  intention  of  tb«  o 
that  a  Treaty  oontrary  to  it  shonld  be  valid. 

He  proceeded  to  nad  tbe  following  anwnd- 
ments  acoompanying  the  ratification  of  State 
Conventaoni : 

The  New  York  Convention  lutd  proposed 
"that  no  standing  srmj  or  regular  troope  shafl 
be  raised  or  kept  np  in  time  of  pesce  without 
the  coosent  of  two-thirds  of  the  S^iabns  and 
RepresentaUvee  in  each  Honse." 

"That  no  tnoney  be  borrowed  on  tbe  ereffi 
of  ttie  United  States,  without  the  assent  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
each  House." 

The  New  Hampshire  Convention  h*d  pro- 

r»d  "that  no  standing  army  shall  be  kept  up 
time  of  peaoe,  unlets  with  the  eoasait  ct 
three  quarters  of  the  members  of  each  biuch 
of  Congress."  In  the  Maryland  Omiventicn  a 
proposition  was  made  in  the  same  words. 

Tie  Virginia  Convention  had  proposed  "  that 
no  navigadoD  law,  or  law  regnlaling  oMnmcR^ 
shall  be  passed  wititont  the  consent  of  two-Uurds 
of  the  members  present  in  both  Hoases." 

"Tbat  no  standing  anny  or  regular  troc^ 
shall  be  raised  or  kept  np  in  time  of  peace, 
without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  ntem- 
liers  present  in  both  Houses." 

"  That  DO  soldier  shall  be  enlisted  tor  any 
longer  term  than  fbar  years,  except  in  time  of 
war,  and  then  for  no  longer  term  than  tbe  ooo- 
tinuanoe  of  the  war." 

The  Convention  of  North  Carolina  had  pro- 
poeed the  same  three  amendments  in  tbo  same 


said  he,  the  qneetlmi  be  fairly  asked,  i 
it  ought  to  be  sapposed  that  the  several  Con- 
ventions who  showed  so  much  Jealonsy  witt 
respect  to  the  powMa  of  commerce,  of  the 
sword,  and  of  the  pnrse,  as  to  require,  for  tbe 
exercise  of  them,  in  some  cases  two-thirds,  in 
others  three-fourths  ot  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  oould  have  understood  that,  by  the 
Treaty  clauses  In  constitation,  they  had  givm 
to  the  Pbesidekt  and  Senate,  withoot  any  con- 
trol whatever  from  the  Honse  of  Representn- 
tivea,  an  absolute  and  unlimited  power  over  all 
those  great  ol^ects  t 

8.  It  was  with  great  rdnetance,  he  said,  that 
he  should  touch  on  the  third  topic — the  alk^ 
interest  of  the  smaller  States  in  the  present 
question.  He  was  the  more  nnwilKng  to  enter 
Into  this  delicste  part  of  tite  discnasion,  as  he 
h^pened  to  be  from  a  State  whidt  was  in  one 
of  tne  extremes  in  point  of  (ize.  He  ^MMild 
limit  himself  therefore^  to  two  obaomtion& 


Ann,  ITM.] 
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mnnul  codcmsoii  &om  wbicli  the  oonatitntion 
resulted  was  to  be  oonsnlted  oa  ezponndisg  it, 
that  oonstmotion  onght  to  be  favored  whtdi 
would  preserve  the  nrntaal  Mntrol  between  the 
Senate  and  Honw  of  Bepreeestatives,  rather 
than  that  which  gave  power  to  the  Senate 
not  controllable  by,  and  paramonnt  over 
those  of  the  HonBO  of  EepresentatLvee,  whilst 
the  Eon^e  of  RepresentAtivo)  could  in  no  in- 
stance eisroiae  their  powers  without  the  parti- 
cipation and  control  of  the  S«i]at«.  The  second 
observation  was,  that,  whatever  jealonsy  might 
ushappily  have  prevailed  between  the  sm^er 
and  laiver  Stat«H,  as  they  had  most  weight  in 
one  or  ue  other  branch  of  Government,  it  was 
a  fact,  for  which  he  appealed  to  the  jonmals 
of  the  old  Congress  from  its  birth  to  its  disso- 
lution, and  to  Uiose  of  the  Congress  under  the 
present  Government,  that  in  no  instance  would 
it  ^pear,  from  the  yeas  and  nnye,  that  a  qnes- 
tioa  Dad  been  decided  by  a  division  of  the  votes 
according  to  the  size  of  the  States.  He  con- 
sidered this  truth  as  afibrding  the  most  pleasing 
and  consoling  reflection,  and  as  one  that  ought 
to  bave  the  most  conciliating  and  happy  influ- 
anoe  on  the  temper  of  all  the  Btates. 

4.  A  fourth  argument  in  the  Message  was 
drawn  from'  the  manner  by  which  the  Treaty 
power  had  been  understood  by  both  parties  in 
the  negotiations  with  foreign  Powers.  "  In  all 
the  Treaties  made  ob  have  declared  and  they 
have  believed,"  dec.  By  u«,  he  remarhed,  was 
to  he  DDderstood  the  Eiecotive  alone,  who  had 
made  the  declaration,  and  in  no  respect  the 
HoQse  of  RepreseDtaUves.  It  was  certainty  to 
be  regretted,  as  had  often  been  eipre^ed, 
that  different  branches  of  the  Government 
should  disagree  in  the  oonstrnction  of  theit 
powers ;  but  when  this  conld  not  be  avoided, 
each  branch  must  judge  for  itself;  and  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Execntive  coald  in  this  case  be  i 
more  an  anthority  overruling  the  Judgment  . 
the  Houae  than  the  Judgment  of  the  House 
soold  be  an  authority  overruling  that  of  the 
Executive.  It  was  also  to  be  regretted  that  any 
foreign  nation  should  at  any  time  proceed  nodei 
i  misconception  of  the  meaning  of  oor  consti- 
Lation.  But  no  principle  was  better  estahliahe'l 
in  the  lawa  of  nations,  as  well  as  in  comm 
:«aaon,  than  that  one  nation  is  not  to  be  the 
Mrpreter  of  the  constitution  of  another.  Ei 
lAtJon  must  a^jhst  the  forms  and  operation! 
ts  own  government,  and  all  others  are  bound 
M  understand  them  accordingly.  It  had  before 
>een  remarked,  and  it  would  be  proper  to  re- 
peat it  here,  that  of  all  the  nations  Great 
Britain  would  be  the  least  likely  to  object  to 
ibis  principle,  because  the  construction  given  to 
mr  Government  was  particularly  exemplified 

B.  In  the  fifth  and  last  rdace,  he  had  to  take 
lotice  of  the  saggestion,  that  every  House  of 
Kepresentativee  had  ODneuired  in  the  conatmo- 
don  of  the  Treaty  power,  now  muntained  by 
he  Ezeontive ;  from  whidi  it  followed  that  the 


Home  could  not  now  conaiatantly  act  under  a 
different  construction.  On  this  point,  it  might 
be  Buffioient  to  remark,  that  this  was  the  &Bt 
iostanoe  in  which  a  foreign  Treaty  had  been 
made  unce  the  establishment  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;  and  that  this  was  the  first  time  the  Treaty- 
making  power  had  come  under  formal  and 
acourale  discuarion.  Precedents,  therefore, 
would  readily  be  perceived  to  lose  much  of 
their  weight.  But  whether  tlie  precedents 
fonnd  In  the  proceedings  preparatory  to  the 
Algerine  Treaty,  or  in  the  proviuons  relative  to 
the  Indian  Treaties,  were  inconsistent  with  the 
right  which  had  been  contended  for  in  behalf 
of  the  House,  he  should  leave  to  be  decided  by 
the  committee.  A  view  of  these  precedents  had 
been  pretty  fully  presented  to  them  by  a  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York,  (Mr,  IJvniesTos,)  with 
all  the  observations  which  the  sobjeet  seemed 
to  require. 

On  the  whole  it  appeared  that  the  rights  of 
the  House  on  the  two  great  constitutioDal  points 
had  been  denied  by  a  high  authority  in  the 
Me«age  before  the  committee.  This  Message 
was  entered  on  the  journals  at  the  House.  If 
nothing  was  entered  in  opposition  thereto^  it 
would  be  inferred  that  the  reasons  in  the  Me*- 
sage  had  changed  the  opinion  of  the  House,  and 
that  their  claims  on  those  great  pointo  were  re- 
linquished. It  was  proper,  therefore,  that  the 
questions,  brought  fairly  before  the  committee 
in  the  propositions  of  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Blovnt)  fhim  North  Carolina,  should  be  ex- 
amined and  formally  decided.  If  the  reasoning 
of  the  Message  should  be  deemed  satis&ctory,  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  this  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  reject  the  propositions  and  thus  accede 
the  doctrines  asserted  by  the  Eiecuiive.  It, 
the  other  hand,  this  reasoning  should  not  be 
satisfactory,  it  would  be  equally  the  duty  of  the 
House,  in  some  such  firm,  out  very  decent, 
terms  as  are  proposed,  to  enter  their  opinions 
on  record.  In  either  way  the  meaning  of  tlie 
constitution  would  be  established,  as  far  as 
depends  on  the  vote  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepreaen- 

AfBO.  7. — The  order  of  the  day  being  called 
for  on  the  consideration  of  the  pRxaiDErrt's 
Message,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  that  snUect^  and  the 
resolutions  of  Mr.  Blount  having  oeen  read-^ 

Mr.  8*WT  and  Mr.W.SwrH  rose  together,  but 
Mr,  BMrrH  giving  way,  Mr.  Bwrer  proceeded  to 
remark,  that  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  the  subject,  but  to  move  that  the 
question  might  be  then  taken.  The  same  prin- 
ciples which  were  Involved  in  the  present  ques- 
tion, had  already  undergone  a  mscnssion  of 
three  weeks,  and  no  doubt  could  remun  on  the 
mind  of  any  gentleman  in  that  House  on  the 
sulject ;  nor  did  he  think  that  if  three  weeks 
more  were  to  be  consumed  in  the  discnsmon, 
one  opinion  would  be  changed.  Therefore,  as 
bn«neBS  of  the  utmost  consequence  called  far 
thdr  attention,  as  it  was  of  the  last  importance 
that  the  Treaties  lately  formed  with  foreign  no- 


oyGoot^lc 


H.o»&]  

tloM  ihonld  be  eanied  into  effect,  he  hoped 
tliey  woold  enter  npon  the  question  of  the  itete 
of  the  Union.  If  trantlemeB  wiabed  io  oarrj 
the  Trectiei  into  effect,  he  entreated  th«n  to 
oome  forward  and  do  m>  ;  or,  if  they  meant  to 
defeat  them,  he  wiabed  them  at  onoe  to  uj  ao. 
If  thej  went  Into  the  nreeent  disonaaion  at 
length,  there  wonld  not  oe  time  nfflcient  to 
detormine  npon  the  Treatiea.  He  waa  willing 
to  let  thematterreet  npoD  thereprwentotionof 
the  gentleman  fW>m  VirvinJa.  He  himself  had 
taken  no  share  la  the  deoate,  though  if  it  were 
to  be  agtun  gone  into,  he  ahonld  de^re  to  be 
beard  aa  well  aa  othera.  Bat  he  was  fallj  aatia- 
fied  that  gentlemen  who  had  moken  on  a  for- 
mer oooanon  wotdd  nnite  with  him  in  wiabing 
the  qneation  to  be  then  takMt 

The  Teeolntiona  were  thai  sererallj  pnt  and 
Mrried — Gl  members  rising  for  eieh. 

Thellonse  then  took  tbem  no. 

The  previoQS  qneation  was  called,  Tiz :  Shall 
the  qneation  noT  be  putt — on  which  the  jeaa 
and  najra  were  Xeiusi,  and  atood— yeaa  54, 
naya  87. 

The  jeaa  and  naja  were  taken  on  the  firat 
reaolntlon,  and  stood — yeaa  67,  naya  8S,  as  fol- 
Iowa; 

Yau. — Theodonu  BtUey,  Abnhun  Baldiriii, 
David  Baid,  Lemael  Benton,  Thomia  Blount,  Na- 
than Brnn,  DempM;'  Burp*,  Samnet  J.  Cabell, 
Qabif  el  CbriMle,  John  Clapton,  Iwae  Colo,  JaremiBb 
Crabb,  HeniT  Dearboni,  Gaom  D*nt,  Samoel  Eule, 
frnUam  Flndk;,  JetM  Fni&Un,  AOmM  CUUatiD, 
WilUam  E  Gilei,  Niohola*  Oilman,  Andrew  Gregg, 
VltUam  B.  QioTe,  Wads  Hampton,  Gwrga  Haneock, 
Cuter  B.  Haniaini,  John  UatfeMn,  Jaat&ii  N.  Ha- 
TSDi,  John  Htath,  Daniel  HdMer,  Gecoge  Jackson, 
Edward  liTiiigalaii,  Hatthew  Loclu,  William  L7- 
man,  Samuel  MacU;,  Nachania!  Macon,  JamM  Ma- 
dison, John  UiUadge,  Aodnw  Hoots,  Frednriok  A. 
Muhlenberg,  JoIid  Micbolu,  Alexander  D.  Orr,  John 
Page,  Joaiah  Parker,  John  Patton,  Francis  Pretton, 
John  KohJaid*,  Robert  Ratberfbi^  John  S.  Sher- 
bnrne,  Israel  Smith.  Samnel  Smith,  Tbomu  Sprigg, 
John  Swauwiok,  Absalom  TaCom.  Philip  Tan  Cort- 
landt,' Joseph  B.  Varnnm,  Abraham  Venabls,  and 
Kdiard  THnn. 

Kira. — Fi^r  Ame^  BeiyMiiIn  Boome,  Th«- 
ophilnl  Bradbniy,  Daniel  Bnck,  Joabna  Coit,  WilHam 
Cooper,  Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Enkiel  QilbeR, 
Henrj  Qlenn,  Be^amin  Goodhoe,  Chauncef  Good- 
rich, Roger  Griiwold,  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Tho- 
mas Hartley,  Tbomoi  Henderaon,  Junes  UiUhonae, 
William  Hindman,  John  Wilkes  Kittera,  Samnel 
Lyman,  Franda  Malbona,  William  Vans  Murray, 
John  Bead,  Theodore  Sedgwid:,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Ma- 
Ouudsl  Smith,  ^miiam  Smith,  Zwhanlah  Swift, 
Oeorae  Thateher,Bioliaid  Thomas,  HaAThotnpnn, 


The  BMond  leeolntion  was  then  taken  np,  and 
tlie  yeas  and  naya  stood  aa  on  tiie  first. 

The  follovring  members  were  abeent  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  main 


ABBIDQMEST  OF  THE 


Ueesrs.  Brent,  Clubome,  Gillespie,  Gieennp, 
Holland,  New,  and  Bitgreaves, 


The  following  members  were  swaj  vpm 
leave  of  abaenoe : 

Messrs.  Freeman,  StcheD,  Leonard  and  Inae 
Smith. 

It  was  nnderatood  that  the  following  man- 
bors  would  have  voted  for  the  reeoIntioDs  had 
they  been  prwent: 

Messrs.  Brent,  Glubome,  Gillespie,  Greennp^ 
Holland,  and  New. 


Yeas  in  the  Eonse,  ...  ST 
Teas  absent,    ....  •— <t 

Nays  in  the  House,  ...  86 
Mr,  Bitgreaves  absent  (probaUy 
against  the  r«aoliili<Hi>          .  1 — SS 

Majority  for  the  resolation^  ff|* 

,  Absent  on  leave,      ...  4 

Mr.  Bnvall,  resigned,       .        ,  1 

The  Speaker,   ....  1 

Wbde  nmnber  of  members,     106 

Fsro^T,  April  16. 
Th»  TVeatf  «iU  Groat  Briiain. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  eoo- 
mittee  of  the  'Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UniaB, 
when,  having  read  the  resolntion  for  caiTTing 
the  British  Treaty  into  efiect— 

Mr.  BccK  rose,  and  wished  (he  question  to  be 
taken  upon  Mr.  Maolat's  resolution.t  T1^ 
waa  oppoaed  by  Mr.  Madibon  and  Hr.  Em.- 
nouBi,  and  then  Mr.  MADiaoy  addressed  the 
Chur  aa  follows : 

Mr.  M.  sdd,  on  a  sntgect  of  snoh  ext«nt  and 
importanoe,  he  sbonld  not  attempt  to  go  throng 
all  the  observations  that  might  be  applicable 
to  it.  A  general  view  of  the  enbject  was  all 
that  he  meant  at  prtaent.  His  omissions  would 
he  more  than  supplied  by  others  who  might 
enter  into  the  discoasion. 

The  proposition  immediately  1>efore  the  com- 
mittee was,  that  the  Treaty  with  Great  Britain 
on^t  to  ho  carried  into  effect  by  snch  prorisiiatt 
as  depended  on  the  House  of  Representatives. 
This  was  the  point  immediately  in  qDesti<XL 
Bnt  it  would  be  proper  in  examining  it  to  ke^ 


*  And  Ifani  tba  PnsMeBt  snd  tlu  Bsnas 
■time — the  Hoou  baring  upnaalf  Msutad,  tij  ■  iin|iiillj 
DIST,  iitihtlojQdge,  not  cTerr  Trutr,  or  Tnattai  gBBB- 
•Ur.  int  IticH  which  iBTsInd  the  ucndH  at  taj  yawK 
gruted  hj  the  wutitatiaii  to  llnlC  Tialned  In  tks  selwd 
ol  thli  m^oriC;,  Ok  imtliot  at  tU*  Abrfdcmaot,  n  aAui  •■ 
the  oocuioD  requlTAd,  has  milotAlDod  tha  suua  il^t  for  ths 
Hodm;  sad  eepedillT  tn  Ilia  oh  if  the  twiltarial  parabMa 
from  Uenrw  Id  lg»L 

t  Ifr.  mUhDDH  had  mhrnittad  a  renlnthm  In  &«r  ot 
canTliig  the  Tr«tr  lato  eB6ct,  ud  iftcnmdi  Hi.  Usdar 
ubmltC«d  one,  d«lu1ii(  the  oaatitrj;  ud  the  qnaitioB 
WH.whloh  ehoild  be  Uk*B  npT  Ur.  Itadtaan,  a  a  lUUtal 
paHiunantuy  tftcllolBn,  praftuT«d  thmt  of  Hr.  HUlhoDS^  ■■ 
putting  the  borden  of  the  jifflnnaUTe  apoD  th*  sdnnuy, 
■Imri  *a  sdrulnea  In  tha  dtbate,  tod.  In  an  «wi  n^ 
alwa^a  dseiitT*  Ibt  the  mcslln  sld^ 
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in  view  also  the  proportion  of  tlie  ^tlemaa 
from  Pennsjlvania  (Mr,  Maoliy)  -vh\is\  had 
b«en  referred  to  the  committee,  and  which 
TFonld  be  taken  up,  of  course,  if  the  immediate 
qoeetion  shoald  be  dedded  in  the  negatire. 

If  the  propoaitioa  for  canring  the  Treaty  into 
effect  be  agreed  to,  it  most  be  from  oneof  three 
oonsiderationB ;  either  that  the  Legislature  ie 
boimd  \>j  a  constitational  iiece»9ity  to  pass  the 
reqntdte.  laws  withoat  examining  the  merits  of 
the  Treaty,  or  that,  on  sach  examination,  the 
Treaty  ia  deemed  in  itself  a  good  one,  or  that 
there  are  good  extraneous  reasons  for  putting  it 
fnt«  force,  althongh  it  be  in  itself  a  good  one, 
or  that  diere  are  good  eztraneoDS  reaaons  fbr 
putting  it  into  force,  althongh  it  l>e  in  itself  a 
ttad  Treaty. 

The  &Bt  consideration  being  excluded  by  the 
deoieion  of  the  House,  that  they  have  a  risht  to 

iadge  of  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  pass- 
ng  laws  relative  to  Treaties ;  tue  qneeUoa  first 
to  De  examined  moat  relate  to  the  merits  of  the 
Treaty.  He  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
Treaty  under  three  aspeots;  first,  as  it  related 
to  the  execntionof  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  17B8; 
secondly,  as  it  determines  the  several  points  in 
the  law  of  nations;  thirdly,  as  it  respects  the 
commerce  between  the  two  nations. 

Urst.  He  wonld  not  inqnire  on  wjiich  aide 
the  blame  lay,  of  hsvingfirst  violated  the  Treaty 
of  1783,  or  of  having  most  contribnted  to  delay 
Its  execution,  although  he  did  not  shrink  from 
tlie  task  under  any  apprehension  that  the  result 
oonld  be  disadrnatageous  to  this  country.  The 
Treaty  itself  had  waived  this  inquiry,  and  pro- 
fessed to  a^nst  all  controversies  on  thissobject, 
without  regard  to  the  mutual  compldnts  or  pre- 
tensions of  the  parties.  It  was,  therefore.  Justly 
and  natnrally  to  be  expected,  that  the  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  that  Treaty  into  effect  would 
have  been  founded  in  the  most  exact  and  scru- 
pulous r(«iprocitr.  Was  this  the  case  t  He  was 
sorry,  that  on  tne  contrary,  the  arrangements 
'  were  founded  on  the  grossest  violation  of  that 
principle. 

There  were  two  articles  which  had  sot  been 
executed  by  Great  Britain;  that  which  related 
to  the  negroes  and  other  property  carried  away, 
and  that  which  required  a  surrender  of  the 
posts.  The  article  nnexecnted  by  the  United 
States  woo,  that  which  required  payment  of  all 
isnafide  debts,  according  to  the  Treaty  now  in 
question ;  this  article  is  now  to  be  carried  into 
the  most  complete  effect  by  the  United  States, 
and  damages  to  the  lost  fraction  are  to  be  paid 
for  the  delay.  Is  there  a  reciprocal  stipulation 
by  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  the  articles 
nnexecnted  by  her  I  Nothing  like  it.  She  is 
wholly  absolved  from  the  obligation  to  fulfil  one 
of  the  articles,  viz :  that  relating  to  the  negroes, 
^,  and  she  is  to  make  no  compensatjon  what- 
ever for  delaying  to  fulfil  the  other,  viz :  the 
surrender  of  the  posts. 

It  has  been  urged, In  apology  for  those  very 
iineqaal  stipolatioDS,  that  the  ii^jury  resnltlng 
from  a  forbearance  to  surrender  the  posts,  was 
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not  susceptible  of  any  precise  liquidation  into 
pecuniary  damages.  However  plansible  this 
might  appear,  it  was  by  no  means  satisfactory, 
Commissionera,  snch  as  were  appointed,  with 
full  discretion  for  other  purposes,  might  have 
been  charged  with  this  subject,  and  if  they 
could  not  have  doue  exact  justice,  might  have 
mitigated  the  Itfjnstice  of  doing  nothing. 

Apologies  have  been  attempted  also  for  the 
very  extraordinary  abandonment  of  the  com- 
pensation due  for  the  n^^roes,  &o.  It  was  said 
to  be  at  least  doubtful  whether  this  claim  was 
authorized  by  the  seventh  article  of  Uie  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  that  Great  Britain  had  uniformly 
denied  the  meaning  put  by  the  United  States  on 
that  article.  In  reply  he  made  two  remarks. 
Firsts  t^at  it  was  not  true  that  Great  Britun 
had  uniformly  denied  the  American  construction 
of  that  article ;  on  the  contrary,  he  believed, 
it  could  be  proved,  that  till  of  late.  Great  Bri- 
tdn  had  uniformly  admitted  this  construction, 
and  had  rejected  the  claim  on  no  other  ground 
than  the  alleged  violation  of  the  fourth  article  - 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

But  had  it  been-tme  that  Great  Britun  had 
nnitbrmly  asserted  a  different  construction  of 
the  article,  and  reftised  to  accede  to  ours,  what 
ought  to  have  been  donel  Ought  we  to  have 
at  once  acceded  to  herst  By  no  means.  Each 
party  had  an  equal  right  to  interpret  the  com- 
pact ;  and  if  they  conld  not  agree,  they  ought 
to  have  done  in  this  what  they  did  in  other  cases 
where  they  conld  not  agree ;  that  is,  have  re- 
ferred the  settlement  of  the  meaning  of  the 
compact  to  an  arbitration.  To  give  up  the 
claim  altogether,  was  to  admit,  either  that  Great 
Britdn  had  a  better  right  than  the  United  States 
to  explain  the  controverted  point,  or  that  the 
United  States  had  done  something  which  in 
Justice  called  for  a  sacrifice  of  their  equal  right. 

It  was  evident,  he  thought,  from  this  view  of 
the  subject,  that  the  arrangements  with  respect 
to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  were  frequently  wanting 
both  in  Justice  and  reciprocity. 

Besides  the  omissioDS  in  favor  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, already  pointed  out  with  respect  to  Uieex- 
eoDtion  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  he  observed,  that 
conditions  were  annexed  to  the  partial  execution 
of  it  in  the  surrender  of  the  Western  posts, 
which  increased  the  general  inequality  of  this 
part  of  the  Treaty,  and  essentially  affected  the 
value  of  those  objects. 

The  value  of  the  posts  to  the  United  Slates 
was  to  be  estimated  by  their  influence.  Ist  on 
the  Indian  trade;  8d.  on  the  conductand  temper 
of  the  Indians  towards  the  United  States. 

Their  influence  on  the  Indian  trade  depended 
principally  on  the  exclusive  command  they  gave 
to  the  several  carrying  places  connected  with 
the  posts.  These  places  were  understood  to  be 
of  such  importance  in  this  respect,  that  those 
who  possessed  them  exclusively  would  have  a 
monopoly,  or  nearly  a  monopoly,  of  the  luorative 
intercourse  with  a  great  part  of  the  savage  nsr 
tions.  Great  Britam  ha^ng  hitherto  pomessed 
these  places  exolnuvely,  has  possewed  tms  adran- 
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Uge.  It  WAS  expected  that  tlie  ezcliuive  trBitt<f«r 
of  tbcm  would  transfer  the  adv^nta^  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stateii.  By  the  Treaty  now  cuDcluded,  the 
earrrins  p1ficesBretobeet^ojedinooronion,aiid 
it  will  Be  determined  hy  tie  respective  advan- 
taffea  onder  which  British  and  Americaa  traders 
will  en^TOKS  in  the  trade,  which  of  thorn  is  to 
share  most  in  it,  lu  this  point  of  view  he 
tbuDKht  the  regnlation  hifilily  impolitio  and  in- 
jnriuiis.  lie  would  iuit  little  of  the  advantage 
which  tbe  British  womd  have  in  their  superior 
capital :  thnt  must  be  eroountered  in  all  onr 
cotainercinl  rivnlaliipa.  Dut  there  was  another 
consideration  which  ought  to  have  great  weight 
on  this  sulilfot.  The  pwda  imported  for  tlio 
Indian  trade  throngh  Canada  pa;  no  daticA. 
ThoM  imported  throngli  the  Unilod  States  fur 
that  trade,  will  have  paid  diitios  from  Hivcq  to 
ten  per  cent.,  and  every  one  must  bl-b  thnt  a 
^^wback  is  iiiipractipable,  or  would  be  attend- 
ed with  an  expense  which  the  busiiions  would 
Dot  hear.  So  fiir,  then,  m  the  importance  of 
tha  posts  is  to  be  considered  in  a  commercial 
Tiew,  tliey  are,  in  a  very  great  measure,  stripped 
of  it  by  tlie  condition  annexed  to  the  sarrender 
of  them.  Instead  of  B  monopoly  in  our  favor, 
the  oarrjing  places  ore  made  cuiumon  under  cir- 
cnmstances  which  may  leave  a  monopoly  in  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain.  And  this  is  dune,  too, 
b;  an  article  which  is  to  last  for  ever. 

Second.  The  inflneoce  of  the  posts  on  the 
general  condnot  of  the  Indiana,  is  well  Icnown 
td  depend  cliieflj  on  their  influence  on  the  In- 
dian trade.  In  pn)portion,  therefore,  m  the 
.condition  annexed  to  t)ie  eurrender  of  pc^ts  af- 
fects the  one,  it  must  alTect  the  other.  If  the 
British  sliould  continue  to  enjuy  the  Indian 
trade,  Ihcy  would  continne  to  inlinence  the  In- 
dian conduct ;  if  not  in  the  same  degree  as  liere- 
tofore,  ot  least  in  so  great  a  de^ee  aa  to  con- 
demn the  article  in  question. 

He  took  notice  also  of  the  inequality  of  the 
atipnlation  which  opened  ali  the  ports  of  the 
United  Stitcs,  as  the  condition  of  having  those 
of  on  nnimportaut  province  of  Great  Britain 
opened  in  return. 

With  re.<peot  to  the  Mi.'^issippi  he  could  not 
bat  condder  the  clause  relating  to  it  asbeingsin- 
gnlarlj  reprehensible.  UaTipUy  theai^iistment 
of  our  claims  with  Spain  hdi!  been  brought  about 
before  any  evil  operation  of  the  clause  had  been 
eiperienocd,  Batthetendoncy  of  it,  hethonght, 
could  not  be  doDbt«d.  It  was  the  more  remark- 
able, that  this  extension  of  tbo  privileges  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  Mississippi  l>e;ond  those 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  should  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  new  Treaty,  because  it  is  sup- 
posed by  the  Treaty  it»elf,  that  Great  Britun 
may  be  deprived,  by  her  real  boundary,  of  all 
pretensions  to  a  atiare  in  the  banks  and  watore 
of  the  Mississippi. 

Secondly.  With  respect  to  the  great  points 
in  the  law  of  nations,  comprehended  (a  the 
stipulations  of  the  Treaty,  the  same  want  of  real 
reciprocity,  and  the  same  saurifice  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States,  were  conspicuous. 
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It  was  wen  known  to  hare  been  a  gr^  nd 
favorite  object  with  the  United  States,  "th* 
free  ships  make  free  gooiis."  They  have  etftt 
lished  this  principle  in  all  their  other  TrMtit^ 
They  have  witnesned  with  anxiety  the  senml 
effort,  and  the  auoceasttal  advances  towards  in- 
corporating this  principle  into  the  law  of  m- 
tiona;  a  principlefriendly  to  all  neatralmtioiH, 
and  particularly  interesiting  to  the  United  Stita 
lie  knew  thnt  at  a  former  period  it  hid  bea 
conceded  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statai  ilul 
the  law  of  nations  stood  as  the  present  Tmtj 
regulates  it.  But  ft  did  not  follow  that  nmn 
than  acj^niescence  in  tiiat  doctrine  wo.*  pnptr. 
There  was  an  evident  disUnction  between  sikKly 
acquiescing  in  it,  and  giving  it  the  support  of  * 
fiinunl  and  positive  stipulation.  The  foniw 
was  all  that  could  have  been  required,  and  the 
latter  was  more  than  onght  to  have  been  ns- 
necessarily  yielded. 

The  article  prohibiting  seqiteatratiaD  *a 
next  considered  by  Ur.  H.  He  saidheshoold 
probably  be  among  the  last  who  wonld  be  diJ- 

K>sed  to  resort  to  such  an  expedient  for  redns. 
ut  ho  conld  not  tqiprove  of  a  perp«to»l  wd 
irrecoverable  abandonment  of  a  defenave  t» 
pon,  the  existence  of  which  might  render  &t 
use  of  it  nnnecaasary.  ,  The  situation  ef  tlia 
country  iu  relation  to  Great  Britain  waa  s  pe- 
culiar one.  As  we  had  not  fleets  andarmid 
to  command  a  respect  for  our  rights,  we  on^ 
to  keep  in  our  hands  aU  such  means  as  odtsI- 
nation  gave  us.  This  article  was  anothtr  ii>- 
stance  in  wliich  no  r^ard  was  paid  tu  r«Ipfo- 
city.  British  subjects,  it  was  well  knoMAiJ 
and  were  likely  to  have  in  this  country  spat 
deal  of  the  property  of  the  King  made  eaeni. 
American  citizens,  it  was  as  well  known,  w 
little,  and  were  likely  to  have  little  of  th«  Hod 
in  Great  Britain.  If  a  real  reciprocity  hsdbrtn 
intended,  why  were  not  other  Binds  of  priv^ 
properly,  as  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  egw^ 
protected  against  violation  ?  These,  even  witl- 
m  the  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  »r«  Wt 
open  to  seizure  and  sequestration,  if  GmX  Bri- 
tain finds  it  eipedieuL  And  why  was  not  pi> 
perty  on  the  high  seas  under  the  protection  oi 
the  law  of  nations,  which  is  said  to  be  a  p>" 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  made  secure  by  » li^ 
stipulation  f  Tliis  would  have  given  *  li«  « 
eqnality  and  reciprocity  to  the  bar^lfl.  nrt 
nothing  of  the  sort  makes  a  part  of  it ;  wlw* 
Great  Britain  had  a  particular  interest  at  H*^ 
the  Treaty  watchftdly  provides  for  it;  wien  IM 
United  StAtca  have  an  equal  interest  at  SiM 
and  equally  entitled  to  protection,  it  b  b1»^ 
doned  to  all  the  dangers  which  it  has  agOf 
enced. 

After  taking  this  brief  notice  of  the  !*»"« 
evils  in  this  part  of  the  Treaty,  he  inip'ti  " 
said,  add  the  various  omissions  which  w* 
obargoable  on  it.  But  as  ho  should  not  ptUiri 
to  eihaust  the  sulnect,  he  would  mention  m 
only:  the  not  providing  for  thereisperto'"'? 
the  exhibition  of  sea  papers.  He  oouiil  nnl '"' 
regard  this  omission  as  truly  extiwrdjMri. 
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when  he  obeerred  th&t  in  almoet  every  roodem 
Treatj,  and  partionlarly  all  our  other  Treaties, 
■n  article  on  Qua  nibjeot  wu  regular];  inserted. 
Tndead,  it  had  beeome  lUmost  an  artide  of 
oowBe  in  the  Treaties  of  the  present  century. 

Thirdly.  The  oommerdal  articles  of  the  Trea- 
ty presented  the  third  aspect  nnder  which  he 
was  t«  coonder  It  In  the  free  Intercoorse 
■tipnlated  between  the  United  Btates  and  Great 
Biitun,  it  conld  not  be  pretended  that  any  ad- 
vantage was  guned  by  the  former.  A  Irea^ 
was  surely  not  necessary  to  induce  Great  Brl- 
t^  to  receive  our  raw  materials  and  to  sell  ns 
lier  tnaniifactiires.  On  the  other  hand,  consi- 
der what  was  given  np  by  the  TJntted  States. 

When  the  Oovemment  came  into  operation, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  American  tonnage 
amployed  in  the  British  trade  bore  the  most 
inconsiderable  proportion  to  the  British  ton- 
n^(e.  There  being  nothing  on  cur  side  to 
ODUtract  the  inflnence  of  capital  and  other  oir- 
fnunstances  on  the  British  side,  that  dispropor- 
tion was  tUe  natural  state  of  things.  As  some 
balance  to  the  British  advantages,  and  parti- 
onlarly  that  of  her  capital,  onr  laws  had  made 
aeveral  regulations  In  favor  of  our  flipping, 
amoitg  which  was  the  important  encoorage- 
ment  remltlng  from  the  difference  of  ten  per 
oent.  in  the  dnties  paid  by  American  and  foreign 
vanela.  Under  this  enooora^ement  the  Amer- 
ican tonnage  has  Increased  in  a  very  respecta- 
ble proportion  to  the  British  tonnage.  Nor  has 
Grut  Briton  ever  deemed  it  prudent  to  attempt 
any  countervailing  measures  for  her  shinimg, 
~  bowing  that  we  oonld  easily  keep  np  the 
farther 


dmerencea  bv  fanner  nieasnres  on  our  side. 
But  by  the  Tieaij,  she  has  reserved  to  herself 
the  right  to  take  such  oonntervailing  meaflnrea 
against  our  ezisting  regnlations;  and  we  have 
•Brrender«d  onr  rights  to  porsiie  ftirther  defen- 
''  lagainst  the  innnenoe  of  her  capital. 


a  restoration  of  the  former  state  of 
things,  the  American  tonnage  will  relapse  to  its 
fbrmer  disproportion  to  the  Britiah  tonnage. 

Then  he  tnnied  his  attention  to  the  wert 
India  branch  of  the  snlject,  there  was  still 

rter  canae  for  wonder  and  dissatisfaction. 
the  Treaty  now  stood,  Great  Britain  was 
Wt  as  free  as  she  ever  had  been  to  continue  the 
entire  monopoly  of  the  tnterconrse  to  British 
Teasela.  Reoolleoting,  as  he  did,  and  as  every 
member  of  the  committee  must  do,  the  whole 
Ustory  of  this  anbject  from  the  peace  of  178S, 
through  every  subseqnent  stage  of  onr  Inde- 
pendence down  to  the  misrion  of  the  lato  En- 
voy, it  was  impossible  for  bim  to  express  his 
astonishroent  tWt  any  Treaty  of  Commerce 
dionld  have  ever  been  acceded  to  which  aban- 
doned the  very  object  for  which  such  a  Treaty 
was  ever  contemplated.  He  never  conld  have 
b^ieved  that  the  time  was  so  near  when  all 
«»  prioeiplea,  olfjma,  and  oaloulations,  which 
have  heretofore  prevailed  among  all  classes  of 
J*^,  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  on  this  in- 
'      pcrint,  were  to  be  so  ocnnpletely  Tft- 
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□onnced.  A  Treaty  of  Oommeroe  with  Great 
Britain,  eido ding  a  reciprocity  for  onr  vessels 
in  the  West  India  trade,  is  a  phenomenon  which 
had  filled  him  with  more  sorprise  than  he  knew 
how  to  express. 

He  then  pointed  to  the  clause  which  restrains 
the  United  Btates  bow  imposing  prohibitions 
or  dnties  in  any  case  on  Britain  which  did  not 
extend  to  all  other  nations ;  observing  that  the 
clanse  made  it  imposeible  to  operate  on  the  un- 
reasonable policy  of  that  nation,  witbont  sna- 
pcnding  onr  commerce  at  the  same  time  with 
^  other  natims  whose  regnlations  with  r»- 
spect  to  OS  might  be  ever  ao  favorable  and  sat- 
isfcctory. 

The  fifteenth  artide  had  anothu*  extraordi- 
nary feature,  which  moat  strike  every  observer. 
In  other  Treaties,  pnttiog  the  parties  on  the 
footing  of  the  most  fiivored  nation,  it  was  sti- 
pulated that  where  new  fhvcrs  were  granted  to 
a  psrtionlar  nation  in  return  for  favors  received, 
the  party  claiming  the  new  favor  should  pay 
the  prioe  of  it  This  was  jost  and  proper  where 
the  footing  of  the  most  fiivored  nation  is  eetab- 
iished  at  all.  Bnt  this  article  gives  to  Great 
Britain  the  tall  benefit  of  aU  privileges  that 
may  be  granted  to  any  other  nation,  without 
requiring  ikim  her  the  same  or  eqnivalentpriv- 
!e^  with  those  granted  by  such  nation.  Hence 
it  wonld  happen  that  If  Spain,  Portugal,  or 
France,  should  open  their  Colonial  ports  to  the 
United  States  In  consideration  of  certwn  priv- 
ileges in  our  trade,  the  same  privileges  would 
result  gratis,  and  ipK  /aeto,  to  Great  Britain. 
He  con^dered  this  stipnlation  aa  peculiarly  im- 
politic, and  that  it  could  not  ful^  in  the  ^ew 
of  the  oommittee,  to  fbrm  a  very  solid  amd 
w^hty  objection  to  the  Treaty. 

He  was  not  unaware  of  the  stress  that  would 
be  laid  on  the  artide  relating  to  the  East  Indies 
He  should  leave  to  others  better  aoquunted 
than  himself  with  this  branch  ot  the  sulyeot  to 
explain  it  He  made  two  observations,  however: 
one  was,  that  indidoos  and  well  Informed  gen- 
tlemen, equally  judicious  and  well  infornied 
with  anv  who  could  be  consulted,  oonadered 
the  article  as  offering  not  a  shadow  of  advantage 
to  the  Unit«d  States.  The  other  was,  that  no 
privilege  was  stipulated  which  bad  not  been 
uniformly  heretotbre  granted  without  stipnla- 
tion ;  and  as  the  grant  could  have  proceeded 
from  no  motive  but  a  pure  regard  to  the  British 
interest  in  that  oountry,  there  was  every  rea- 
sonable security  that  the  trade  would  continue 
open  as  it  had  been,  under  the  inflnence  of  th« 
same  conMderation. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  Trea^,  widi 


respect  to  the  execution  of  the  Trei^  of  Peaocs 
the  great  priudples  of  the  Law  of  Ulationa,  and 
the  regulations  of  oommaroe,  it  never  conld  bt 


red  as  having  any  obdm  to  be  carried  into 
efieot  on  its  own  account 

He  fihould  conclnde,  he  said,  with  taking 
notice  of  two  confflderations  which  had  been 
mnch  used  as  induoementi  to  oairying  the  Trea- 
ty into  affect 
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1.  It  was  taii  thAt  the  grMt«r  part  of  the  I 
Treaty  was  to  ooDtinae  two  jmis  anlj  after 
the  present  war  in  Enrope ;  and  that  no  very 
great  evile  could  grow  ont  of  it  within  thAt  pe- 
riod. To  this  he  replied,  la  the  first  plMS) 
that  t«ii  of  the  artiolee  oontaining  many  very 
objeotionable  Btipulatioiu  were  perpetual.  In 
the  next  place,  that  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  Great  Britam,  at  the  expiraU<Mi  of  the  other 
artidee,  to  prodnoe  the  same  causes  fbr  a  re- 
newal of  them,  aa  are  now  u^ed  in  their  Avor. 
If  wo  are  now  to  enforce  the  Treat;,  leet  Qreat 
Britain  Bhoold  stir  up  the  Indians,  and  reftue 
to  paj  the  merchants  for  the  prop^tjr  of  whidi 
she  hia  plundered  them,  can  she  not  at  the  end 
of  two  or  three  ;ean  plunder  them  agiJnto 
the  Muue  or  »  greater  MDount  T  cannot  the  aaine 
appriikensioiis  also  be  then  rsTived  wtlh  reapect 
to  the  ludiaoB,  and  will  not  the  argtun«its  then 
be  aa  strong  ts  the;  are  now,  fbr  renewing  the 
■ame  Treaty,  or  roaWng  any  other  equal  sacri- 
floe  that  her  pnrpoaea  maj  mctate  1 

S.  It  was  aafced,  what  wonld  be  the  oonse- 
quenoe  of  refbnng  to  cairy  the  Treaty  into 
effect  t  ne  answered,  that  the  only  sappoaable 
oonsequenoe  waa,  that  the  EiecntiTB,  if  govern- 
ed by  the  prudence  and  patHotigm  which  be 
did  not  doubt  would  gorem  that  deportment, 
would,  of  course,  pursue  the  measures  most  like- 
ly to  obtuQ  a  reoonsideratioD  and  remodifloation 
of  the  offensive  parts  of  the  Treaty.  The  idea 
of  war,  as  a  consequence  of  refanng  to  ^ve  efiM 
to  the  Treaty,  waa  too  viaioaary  «Dd  bicredible 
to  bo  admitted  into  the  question.  No  man 
woi^d  say  that  the  United  Btatw,  if  an  indepen- 
dent people,  had  not  a  right  to  Judge  of  Uieir 
own  interesta,  and  to  decline  an;  Trea^  that 
did  not  duly  provide  fbr  them.  A  reAiaal, 
therefore,  in  such  oases,  ooold  give  no  cause, 
nor  pretext,  nor  provocation,  for  war  or  for 
toy  just  resentment.  But  apart  from  this, 
«M  It  oonceirabte  that  Great  Britain,  with  all 
the  dangers  and  embarraasmenta  which  are 
thickening  upon  her,  would  wantonly  make  war 
on  a  country  which  waa  the  best  market  she 
had  in  the  world  for  her  manuAotorea^  which 
paid  her  an  annnal  balanoe  in  spede  of  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  and  whose  suppliee 
were  moreover  essential  to  an  Important  part 
^  her  dominions  t  Snch  a  degree  of  in&toa- 
tion  onght  not  to  be  ascribed  to  any  nation. 
And  at  the  preaeut  oriais,  for  reasons  weU 
known,  an  unprovoked  war  with  Great  Britain, 
on  this  country,  would  argue  a  decree  of  mad- 
ness greater  than  under  any  other  NTcnmstaiioes 
that  could  well  be  imagined. 

With  all  the  objections  therefore  to  the  Trea- 
tf  which  he  had  stated,  he  hoped  that  it  wonld 
not  now  be  carried  into  effect;  and  that  an  op- 
portunity wonld  take  place  for  reconsidering 
the  subject  on  principles  more  Just  and  more 
fiivorable  to  the  United  State& 

Whet)  Mr.  Madtsox  had  concluded, 

llr.  8.  Ltmuc  rose. — I  do  not  rise,  aaid  Mr. 
L.,  with  an  intuition  to  go  into  a  detail  upon 
this  subject,  or  to  exhibit  a  comparative  view 


of  the  advantages  and  disadvantuea  wbi 
may  attend  tlie  operatioa  of  this  Treaty,  W 
only  to  make  a  few  remarks,  wfaicfa  may  ta 


Althon^  I  believe  a  ^aooanon  of  this  Xnalj 
is  not  strictly  in  order,  beoaoae  it  does  not  oom 
before  ns  immediately  as  a  salgeet  of  d^^ 
and  leKislatk>n,  but  as  a  pieoe  of  inforaatiai 
tnxa  bbe  Executive,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  M 
that  a  thorough  disoosaion  of  ita  princapha  aaj 

Siroduce  a  bappj  effect;  fbr  I  believe  Ota  ma* 
t  ia  nnderstood,  the  lea  TBrions  will  be  ev 


,  „  ,Te8,aomuoh   the  grester  «il 

be  the  onaninu^  amons  our  OMiBtitaent&  Tliii 
nnaaimity  ia  an  olject  of  the  ^r«at«Ht  magnitadg, 
not  only  aa  the  aouroe  otaaXioaal  reepettafaScr 
and  honor,  bat  as  the  only  troe  sonroe  of  >*■ 
l«»al  hapi^neas  and  pnmeri^ ;  it  ia  tlmnfa» 
the  indispeDsable  dn^  of  Govertiiiient  to  ibm- 
tain  intetital  peace  and  tranqnillity,  and  upm 
this  ^nnd  alone  it  is  I  am  willing  the  Tratty 
shonld  be  tharoughly  discussed.  I  Am  senriUl 
this  Treaty  presents  itself  with  ao  im&vanUe 
aapeot,  and  what  is  the  reasont  b  it  not  ba- 
oanse  we  have  entertained  too  exalted  ideas  of 
our  own  national  Importance  t  A  geaawa  a>d 
noble  pride  we  ought  to  entertwa  as  a  iiatiaa, 
and  without  this  pride  we  should  be  gniby  cf 
ingratitude  to  Heaven,  for  ProvideBoe  has  ;^eed 
wUhin  our  reach  all  the  reeoaroee  of  natioal 
straogth  and  greatoess,  but  we  are  jet  amo^ 
the  Mtione  in  a  state  of  minmitj— *  minoi 
most  solicit  &vor8,  he  cannot  challenge  tfa^ 
Did  w«^o  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  or  to 
the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  challenge  a  panage  fr 
onr  ships  op  the  Mediterraoeanf  Ko ;  but  w« 
Bididted,  and  pay  dear  for  that  paaaage;  ar£d 
we  go  t«  the  Kmg  of  Spain,  and  demand  a  free 
navigation  ot  the  liGasiflsippit  No;  bnt  «a 
n<0otiAted,  and  snooMS  has  attended  that  nego- 
tiatioa;  or  could  we  have  gone  to  the  King  of 
England,  and  challenged  a  parddMliott  with  Ui 
BuUeota  In  the  ootmnnve  ot  the  Eaat  aad  Weat 
Inmest  Oertaloly  we  conid  not.  What  Umd 
should  we  have  donet    Wonld  it  have  beai 


have  traded  with  them  npon  BofimiMa 
to  have  nuuntained  a  preeariooi  kijBa 


beatt 

of  commerce  t  Certunly  dus  would  not  have 
done,  for  in  that  case  we  should  have  beui  eoo- 
staDlJy  dependent  upon  the  caprice  of  a  capri- 
dons  Oonrt;  this  would  be  extremely  mariitj- 
ing  indeed.  Oonunerce,  hke  all  other  kind  il 
badness,  onght  to  be  carried  on  upon  g«a«cai 
and  op^  principles,  otherwise  we  eataUiAa 
system  of  deceit  that  would  be  favoc«Ue  to 
pirates  and  freebooters. 

Under  those  drcomataDoes  what  eonld  vi 
have  d<Hie  t  We  could  itot  have  cu^ed  (or 
onndves.  for  our  strength  and  greataen  wen 
not  suiBcient;  we  therefore  had  to  go  wiA  tbs 
modeaty  of  a  minor,  and  to  aolieit;  and  what 
was  the  natural  oonsequenoe  of  thb  eolidte- 
tioni  Whf,  at  the  first  inl^view  with  titt 
Britiah  Minuter,  he  detenuiDed  to  exact  d  as 
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it  leafit  a  complete  fttlfllsMtit  of  aU  that  a  for- 
ner  Treaty  reqaired;  and  what  was  that?  It 
iraa  a  payment  of  onr  jHmaJtde  debts;  what 
weld  we  do  t  He  prodnced  our  contraot,  and 
ire  said  Dothing;  moral  rectitude  required  a 
Ufilment  of  thia :  it  was  in  vain  to  say,  jou 
lave  iDtermpted  onr  oomnieroe,  yon  have  car- 
led  off  onr  n^jToea,  yon  have  retained  the 
Veatem  poet^  and  thereby  occasioned  an  ei- 
Mnsive  and  bloody  war  wiui  the  Indiana.  Boroe 
)f  this  langnage.  perhaps,  wonid  have  had 
irelght  with  the  Bntiah  Minister,  if  he  had  been 
icting  in  his  private  capacity,  bnt  he  felt  and 
icted  like  the  Minister  of  a  great  and  powerfiil 
lation ;  interest  and  ^ory  are  their  objects,  and 
noral  conaiderations  are  too  apt  to  Taniah  h«- 
bre  these.  It  is  tme,  by  the  law  of  nstnre, 
>oinaeree  onght  to  be  free  and  nninterrnpted. 
bnt  by  the  law  of  nations  it  is  otherwise ;  ana 
vhat  nation  shall  gainsay  this  lewt  We  oer- 
^nly  cannot;  onr  strength  and  greatness  are 
lot  yet  fally  ripe ;  and  if  they  were,  we  shonld, 
n  practice,  deny  this  law  of  natnre,  and  shonld 
ratuy  and  confirm  this  law  of  nations.  Thna, 
tfr.  Chairman,  we  see  that  interest  and  fjroe 

Evem  among  the  nations.  I  have  made 
ase  preliminary  observations  In  order  that  we 
night  conteinp1at«  the  Treaty  upon  Its  tme 
^nnd,  for  a  want  of  reelproci^  has  been  a 
leavy  char^  hronght  agunst  it 

I  have  read  this  Treaty  with  care  and  attention, 
ind  I  am  ftee  to  own  that  upon  the  first  pera- 
lal  of  it  T  had  a  pr^adice  against  it ;  it  appear- 
•A  to  roe  that  some  of  its  stipnlations  were  too 
favorable  for  Britun,  and  too  dlBadvantageoas 
a  onnelves ;  hut  we  certainly  had  an  aNe  nego- 
lator,  and  I  verily  believe  he  did  his  ntmost  to 
lerve  his  country;  the  more  I  bave  attended  to 
he  snhject,  the  more  I  am  reeonraled  to  it  I 
Ind  the  gentlemen  who  are  interested  in  oom- 
nerce  are  almost  nniversally  satisfied  with  the 
tommerdal  regatatlons;  bat  there  is  a  more 
■reigbty  charge  brooght  against  it  than  of  a 
vant  of  reciprocity ;  it  is  even  said  by  some  to 
>e  Dnconstitutional.  This  la  a  heavy  chai^  in- 
leed,  and  if  it  is  well  founded  we  onght  to  pre- 
'ent  its  operation,  for  we  are  sent  here  as  the 
rnardtans  of  the  rights  of  onr  fellow-citizens, 
ind  for  that  purpose  are  sworn  to  snpport  their 
nnstitntion ;  if  it  is  nnconstitntional,  it  is  a 
inllity;  it  is  not  binding  upon  the  nation;  we 
inght  to  r^ect  it;  bnt  if  it  is  oonstitntional, 
Lnd  not  extremely.  pemicioQS,  it  becomes  the 
upreme  law  of  Uie  land,  and  we  are  In  that 
ase  bonnd  to  obey  it. 

When  Mr.  Lihak  had  taken  hi)  seat; 

Vr.  SwANWicK  addressed  the  Chair; — One 
>f  the  most  characteristic  and  strong  points  of 
lifi^rence  that  exists  between  repnbrican  and 
leapotic  forms  of  government,  said  Mr.  8.,  con- 
ists  in  their  greater  or  lesser  degree  of  haste  in 
naking  or  adopting  laws.  Where  the  will  of  a 
lespot  is  the  only  law,  his  simple  volition  is  snf- 
Ident  to  call  for  the  prompt  obedience  of  the 
nbject;  bnt  ia  onr  happy  government,  the  nn- 
neroos  checks  and  balaneea  it  preacribee  every 


where  oppose  themselves  to  haste,  to  error,  or 
inadvertency,  in  the  formation  of  laws.  In  acts 
of  tbe  smallest  importance,  we  see  daily  that 
after  they  have  undergone  every  possible  chanoe 
of  Mr  and  impartial  diacosaion  in  the  Honae, 
they  are  transmitted  to  another,  who  eqnallj 
'  to  revise,  correct,  and  amend  tnem; 
1  this  not  being  deemed  snfBoient  to 
secore,  as  it  were,  agunst  all  possibility  of  dan- 
ger, they  are  sent  to  the  PitismsxT,  who  haa 


spectfbUy  to  inscribe  on  our  Jonnisls;  and  if 
'e  disagree  in  opinion  with  the  PaaaiDcirr,  the 
ii^ority  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches  is  re- 
ai^te  to  give  validity  to  the  law.  Do  not  we 
discover  in  all  this  infinite  cantion,  and  a  wish 
rather  not  to  act  at  all,  by  the  difference  of  the 
branches  among  each  other,  than  to  act  impnt- 
dently  or  preci|)itantly;  and  can  we  imagine 
that  a  constitntion  thus  guarded  with  respect 
to  laws  of  little  conseqaence,  hath  left  withont 
a  check  the  immense  }K>wer  of  making  Treaties. 
embracing,  as  in  the  instniment  before  na,  all 
onr  greatest  intereatfl,  whether  they  may  he  of 
territory,  of  agriculture,  commerce,  navigation, 
or  mann&ctnre,  and  this  for  an  Indefinite  length 
of  time  t  No.  By  one  of  the  ^ards  of  that 
constitntion  relative  to  appropriations  of  money, 
this  Treaty  bath,  in  the  last  stage  of  IM  pro* 
^reea,  come  before  ns ;  we  have  resolved  aooord- 
mg  to  our  best  Judgment  of  the  constitntion, 
and,  as  we  have  seen  above,  according  to  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  it,  that  we  have  a  right 
to  jadge  of  the  expediency  or  ineipediency  of 
carrying  it  into  effect.  This  will  depend  on  iti 
merits ;  and  this  la  the  diacossion  now  befbra 
□a.  If,  in  the  event,  we  shall  he  fonnd  to  A\Bet 
in  opinion  with  the  other  branches  as  to  this 
sobject,  it  will  involve  no  more  animosity  er 
crimination  against  them  than  if  we  differed  ■■ 
to  an  ordinary  law.  To  what  pnrpoae  then  to 
sound  the  alarm,  and  to  ring  the  tocsin  from 
Gleorgia  to  New  Hampshire  f  Do  we  Impeaeb 
the  ^ecntive  t  Do  we  charg«  bribery  or  oor- 
mption?    No,  mr. 

These  preliminary  remarka  I  have  thou^ 
essential,  previously  to  going  into  a  oondden- 
tion  of  the  merits  of  the  iVeaty  haelf,  which 
hath  already  been  so  ably  conndered  by  ttw 
gentieman  last  npfrom  Virginia,  (Mt.Maihsos,) 
whose  mildness  of  manner  uid  snavity  (tf  address 
were  certainly  calculated  to  inspire  any  thing 
else  than  the  angry  passions  so  greatly  deprecat- 
ed by  the  genticoian  fkim  Maasachnaetts,  (Mr.  8b 
Ltkan.)  These,  I  hope,  will  be  carefuUv  avoid- 
ed on  all  sidee,  and  the  debate  he  condaded  vitlt 
the  aame  good  temper  and  moderation  in  whioh 

I  must  confeaa,  Mr.  Chdrman,  iLat  the  8tst 
point  of  view  in  which  this  Treaty  sbnok  m« 
with  surprise  was,  the  attitnde  Qreat  Britain 
assumee  m  it  of  dictating  lawa  and  nsagea  of 
reception  and  conduct  different  towards  oa,  in 
evety  different  paroel  of  her  empire,  while  the 
surface  of  our  country  ia  antiraly  laid  opSD  to 
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ker  in  one  general  and  adruktageoas  point  of 
adminion.  In  Earope,  we  are  told  we  maj 
freely  enter  her  porta.  In  the  Wert  Indies,  w* 
were  to  sail  in  oanoea  of  levent;  tona  burden. 
In  the  Eaat  Indies  we  are  not  to  settle  or  reside 
withODt  leSTe  of  the  local  goTemment.  In  the 
seaporta  of  Canada  and  'Sov*  Scotia,  we  are  not 
to  be  ndndtted  at  all ;  while  all  our  ri^trB  and 
.  ooontries  are  opened  widiont  the  least  reserre  i 
f«t  sorely  onr  all  was  aa  dear  to  os  as  the  all 
of  any  other  nation,  and  not  to  hare  been  part- 
ed wtth  bat  on  eqniTalent  terms. 

But  let  n*  oonsider  the  artidee  diadnctly : — 
first,  as  to  the  IGansaippi ;  Great  Britain  is  ad- 
mitted aa  finely  to  aavi^te  on  this  river,  and 
to  t^aent  the  ports  on  its  banks,  as  we  are  to 
go  to  those  on  the  Thames;  yet,  it  is  strange  to 
remark,  th&t,  at  the  tune  we  made  the  atipola- 
tion,  we  had  not  oimelves  obtained  the  right 
we  gave.  We  have  sioce  obtained  it  by  Treaty 
with  Spain,  and  on  terms  absolntely  oontradio- 
tonr  to  thoee  oont^ned  in  the  British  Treaty. 

The  nextofthepermaBent  articles  I  shall  no- 
Hoe,  ii  that  which  req»eotB  Britisli  debts.  It  is 
■ooiewbat  remarkable,  that  the  oommiasioners, 
who  are  to  jndge  of  these,  are  permitted  the 
power  of  s^oomment  from  plaoe  to  place — a 
TeiT  fovorable  stipulation  for  the  creditors, 
whilst  the  Oommisuoners  on  Spoliations,  by 
article  7,  are  to  act  only  in  Lonacm,  whereby 
the  American  claimant  must  pass  with  his 
p^>ers,  or  tend  them  aoro«  the  Atlantic,  and 
enga«e  lawyers  in  a  ootmtry  where  law  is  un- 
nanally  dear ;  a  dronmstanoe  which  will  deter 
many  Itom  afiplyiiu  at  all,  and  occasion  great 
loss  to  the  United  States.  I  observe,  too,  that 
the  awards  of  the  Commissioners  of  British 
debts  are  to  be  paid  oat  of  the  treasury  as 
■•warded  by  the  commiasionere.  I  am  snrpris- 
ed  not  to  And  In  the  Report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Btate,  OD  appropriations  to  carry  this  Treaty 
Into  efaot  some  oalcnlation  as  to  the  probable 
amonnt  of  these  debts,  or  some  provision  for 
lodging,  for  this  pupoea  money  in  the  traasory. 
Oentiemen  would  then  have  Imown  the  extent 
to  which  they  were  going ;  bot,  at,  present,  they 
can  form  no  judgment  on  the  sntiject  of  the 
money  wanted,  or  of  the  ftmds  from  whenoe 
that  money  ia  to  ooni& 

Mach  hatb  been  said  about  the  tenth  article, 
rdative  to  the  seqneetration  of  debts.  To  be 
ag^nst  t^  adoption  of  this  article,  hath  been 
■apposed  to  imply  an  nnwiUingnen  to  pay  debts 
lawfblly  otmtraoted,  and  very  ooplons  abase 
hath  Men  thrown  on  the  largest  and  most  popa- 
tons  State  In  thb  Union,  as  luring  for  motive  of 
its  oppcdtion,  this  prind[de.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  degrading  natnreofsnoh  an  admission,  with 
remeot  to  the  honor  of  oat  own  ootmtrr,  which 
ooght  always  to  Indnoe  as  to  think  the  most 
fitTorablj  cff  it,  is  It  tme!  Is  it  troe,  that  an 
imwiUli^neas  to  pay  debts  h^th  (wen  the  prin- 
c^>alcanse  of  opposition  to  this  Treaty?  Among 
the  names  opposed  to  it,  are  to  be  fonnd  some 
as  reep«ctable  for  independence  and  fortune  as 
anjon  the  Continent.    To  instance  only  one 


of  a  nnmber,  I  may  die  the  oelatHvted  FcbkA 
vania  fanner,  John  Dickenson,  Esq^  one  at  ui 
richest  men  in  these  parts  of  the  ootctry,  stiscb- 
'  '<  no  party,  living  in  great  retiremai^TiAt 

!  honorable  for  the  moat  virtnoos  ^laraa 
the  Amerioan  Bevolnti(»L  Can  it  be  a^fati 
that  snch  a  oharsct«r  as  this  is  inflneiKied  b} 
such  a  motive?  Sorely  noL  Vhenec  mm, 
then,  the  opposition  t  It  arisoa  btxa  a  oooiic- 
tion  that  the  adroisnon  of  this  arti<^  isdegni. 

to  the  national  charaot«r.    During  a  !m 

m  of  Oonp^se  an  hoooraUe  manba-  frw 
Hew  Jersey,  Olr.  Datton,  th«  preswt  Bpnka} 
fired  by  a  laaaable  indignation  at  the  rrditMria 

nitl«d  on  oar  commerce  by  tha  &iii^ 
mored  for  a  provisional  seqneetration  of  Uht 
property.  No  sooner  was  thia  done,  than  n 
saw  a  report  from  the  Secretary  c^  ths  Tna- 
snry,  dated  the  16th  of  Jannary,  ITWt,  nooo- 
mending  the  United  States  to  pas  a  ponaiMt 
lawagainstseqiiMtratioD  of  property  in  the  bn^ 
Congress  not  having  acted  on  Qua  part  at  tin 
report,  though  they  adopted  other  part),  n 
see  the  clause  attempted  to  ba  bm^ 

a  law  by  way  of  a  Treaty.  And  it  ii  bum 
angular,  as,  at  the  very  time  the  articift  ra 
agreed  to  in  Engjand,  ill  the  European  nstioM 
ware  actnally  seqnestering  the  propatfdaA 

AAer  having  thus  reviewed  the  first  toi* 
permanent  articles,  I  think  it  most  »ppe*r  ob- 
vious that  the  result  is,  that  we  have  ceded  tte 
right  to  navigate  the  aCaaiamppi  oa  term  & 
ferent  to  thoee  on  which  we  received  it  tnm 
^ain;  that  we  have  consented  to  reeciTsttt 
Western  poete  on  terms  that  aSbrd  too  nwi 
danger  of  disturbances  by  a  ouxed  iatereoam 
'   or  people,  British  snbjeots  and  Indiana;  tbi 

.  have  provided,  oertuuly,  for  an  indaEniit 
amoont  of  British  debts:  whilst  our  dsimfe 
spoliations  is  left  to  be  dedded  byoamnusiaDa 
at  London,  who  meet  withont  powtt  of  a)- 
Joumment,  and  under  very  extuiave  ladtoda 
of  jadj^ng  according  to  what  may  tippx  >> 
them  to  be  the  law  of  nations,  in  a  comb} 
where  that  law  has  been  twisted  so  si  shrqi 
to  serve  as  a  pretext  for  spoliatirau  agaiint  v; 
and  wo  have  agreed  novef,  in  futora,  to  as- 
sent to  seqnestr&tions,  or  confiscation^  in  an, 
by  war  or  national  difference,  our  inopfftj 
afloat  should  be  confiscated  or  aeqaerteccd  t^ 
Qreat  Britain  to  any  amoont.  Let  uj  i*" 
partial  mind,  ttien,  judge  of  the  eipeixaej, 
on  onr  part,  of  voting  Ofioaay  to  N  mima* 
contract. 

I  oome  now  to  oonadeT  the  remaining  nticla 
of  a  more  temporary  natorcL  The  IStD  iriA 
merits  conaidenttion,  beoanse,  thou^  orto- 
eluded  in  the  general  arrangunent  as  latifiMi 
b^ng  only  suspended,  its  principlM  m  ** 
wholly  abandoned,  bnt  left,  Eke  a  dead,  m» 
hang  over  ns.  This  lith  article  was  ""^^ 
to  rogolate  our  interconrw  with  the  Britin 
West  Indies,  and  contemplated  the  io^ 
provi^on  that  we  should  only  narigsts  '''^ 
m  yeasela  of  seventy  tons  hordeii,  *luW  " 
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supply  th«M  ial&nds  vith  what  the  ihhaUtanta 
have  «lwaji  acknowledged  they  could  get  so 
'well  noirhen  dse,  and  yet  our  tonnage  is  to  be 
tbus  restricted,  vbile  tlieirs  b  left  open  to  em- 
ploy Teasels  of  any  description.  Bot  thla  la  not 
(til :  fbr  the  sake  of  getting  admiaaion  into  a  few 
inooDsiderable  British  fKirts  in  the  Weet  Indies, 
■we  »re  to  pve  up  the  carriage  in  onr  own  ahip- 
ping  of  cotton,  one  of  our  own  staple  artiolee, 
and  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  Indigo,  the  prodnce  of 
the  FWn<^  Spanish,  Daniah,  Bwedian,  or  Dutch 
isl&nds.  How-  strange  a  mistake  as  to  the  geo- 
^nphj  of  tbia  Weatem  Archipelago,  in  which 
uio  carriage  of  the  prodnce  of  St,  Domingo 
klone  ia  worth  more  nearly  than  the  entire  &d- 
miaaion  to  all  the  other  islanda  put  t<^ether  1 
The  principle  contained  in  thia  12tb  artiole, 
thns  ammended,  ought  to  have  boea  utterly  con- 
tntdlctea  or  annulled.  'Wbile  exiatdng  even  In 
ita  Boapended  form,  it  will  prerent  my  Noting 
for  thu  Trea^,  of  whose  ohuDs  it  la  only  an 
abeent  link. 

Bnt  we  are  told  whatever  may  be  our  &te  in 
the  West,  alloiirloeaea  are  to  he  balancedln  the 
Bast  Indies ;  and  we  are  carried  ^m  onr  own 
neighborhood,  t«  be  aore,  to  a  great  diatanoe,  in 
order  to  have  repaid  all  onr  saorifioee.  Let  us 
examine  thia  18th  artiole  reapecting  the  Eaat 
In^a  trade,  and  see  if  it  does  not  bear  a  very 
strict  analogy  to  the  Weat  India  article  that  has 
lieen  exploded. 

TTe  are  to  be  admitted,  it  ia  tme,  in  veasela 
of  any  sixe,  bat  not  enfFered  to  settle  or  redde 
witboat  leave  of  the  local  Government — that  la, 
of  the  British  East  India  Company.  Of  all  the 
dupotisma  in  the  world  that  of  a  mercantile 
monopolizing  company  is  the  worst;  yet  into 
anch  hands  we  are  to  fall,  and  from  them  to  ao- 
lldt  leave  to  reeide  or  travel  in  the  country. 
What  seoority  can  there  he  for  a  commerce  thus 
preoarionaly  oondaoted,  in  which  yonr  rivals 
areyonrjadget 
The  oonsmuption  of  Indiii  goods  being  in  a 

Cj  degree  ont  of  the  qneetion  in  England,  the 
pany,  who  have  an  annnal  revenue  of  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  sterling  to  receive  from  their 
poaaeeaiona  in  India,  have  hitherto  sold  them  at 
vendue  in  leadenhall  street ;  and  I  believe,  oon- 
ridering  the  credit  onr  merohants  OBoally  ob- 
t^ned  in  London  on  those  gooda,  and  the  low 
price  the  Company  sold  them  at  they  oonid 
aflbrd  to  sapply  as  cheaper  in  Guglgnd  than  we 
oonld  get  them  from  India  in  time  of  peace.  I 
find  the  East  India  Company  themselves  state, 
in  ITBS,  that  seventeen-twentietha  of  the  caii- 
ooee  hnported  by  them  were  exported,  and 
twelve-twentietha  of  tbe  mnalina  also  exported, 
thereby  realizing,  as  they  term  it,  the  trib^ite 
which  India  pays  to  Qreat  Britun  throngh 
the  medicm  of  Ita  commerce.  In  1793  the 
Ocmpany  atate  the  intercal  oonsnmption  of 
India  calicoes  and  mnalina  to  be  reduced  in 
Britain  to  almost  nothing.    They  add,  every 


ahop  oSfars  British  mnallna  for  sale,  aqnal  in  ap- 
pemnce,  and  of  more  elegwit  patterns  than 
those  of  Indi^  for  ODe-fonrth,  or  perhaps  more 
than  one-tjiird  lees  in  price.  They  say  nine- 
tenths  of  aU  mnslins  and  oaliooee  are  sold  f6r 
exportation. 

The  IStb  article  is  one  of  the  most  objection- 
able of  the  whole  Treaty,  because  it  ftindamen- 
ncontradlota  all  tbe  providona  heretofore 
B  by  onr  Clovernment  for  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  of  the  navigation  of  taia 
country.  By  it  It  is  aettied  that,  ao  £ar  as  re- 
spects Ds,  no  tonnage  dntiee  shall  be  laid  ot. 
British  vessels  bnt  what  shall  be  laid  on  those 
of  all  other  nations ;  no  datiea  cm  Brit^  articles 
bnt  what  ahall  be  l^d  on  thooe  of  every  other 
nation  ;  no  embargo  to  adfeot  Britain  but  what 
affecta  all  other  nations  alike ;  American  hottoma 
are  left  exposed  to  be  charged,  in  the  European 
British  porta,  tonnage  dntiea  eqnal  to  Ihoee  laid 
on  British  bottoms  here ;  conntervailing  dntiea 
may  he  lud  in  England  tA  eqnalize  the  differ- 
ence of  dnties  on  European  or  Ariatic  goods  im- 
ported here  in  Britlaa  or  American  veesela; 
and  DO  additional  difference  in  tonnage  or  datiea 
of  thia  kind  ia  to  be  made  hereafter. 

Th«ee  principles  deaerve  to  be  separately  eX' 
amined.  They  virtn^ly  repeal  all  the  lawa 
heretotbre  made  aa  to  navigation  and  impost, 
by  indirectly  eqnaliring  the  tonnage  and  dntiw 
on  the  Britiah  and  American  vesselB ;  and  tbay 
restrun,  in  fritare,  the  powers  of  Oongrees  on 
some  of  the  moat  important  regnlations  of 
foreign  oommerce  that  could  come  before  them. 

On  a  review,  then,  of  the  commercial  articles, 
tiieymay  beaammed  npasfollowa;  West  India 
trade  left  blank  by  the  snapenaion  of  the  ISth 
article.  East  India  trade  sat^ected  to  a  c<mdi- 
tion  of  residence,  rendering  it  precariona,  and 
restricted  to  a  landing  of  the  goods  eiportM  In 
the  United  States,  not  known  to  have  ever  bean 
imposed  in  any  way  similar,  on  any  other  nation 
trading  to  Bengal,  while  all  naticHia  are  oon^ 
atantiy  allowed  an  eqnal  liberty  of  trading  thi9« 
with  onmelvM.  Enropean,  and  both  theee  tradee, 
liable  to  an  eaoaliTation  of  tonnage  and  datiea^ 
that  cannot  oat  operate  onthvorably  to  the 
American  navigation.  Should  the  connterr^- 
ing  datiea  take  place  in  the  Britdah  ports  In 
Europe  on  American  vessels,  they  will  i»\)hably 
be  shut  ont  of  them  alti^tber.  In  time  m 
foreign  war,  onr  ships  deprived  of  the  nentral 
rights  oS  carrving  allowed  them  by  Treaty  wlft 
France  and  Sp^ii,  and  exposed  to  be  captured 
and  detained  on  SQ^idoD,  as  now  daily  happens 
Naval  stores  exposed  to  confiscation  by  England, 
when  shipped,  at  a  lime  when  ahe  ia  at  war,  to 
the  ports  of  her  enemies. 

In  all  these  instances  car  navigation  ia  mate- 
rially endangered  and  exposed,  withoat  any 
equivalent  advantages.  May  It  not  now  w^ 
be  asked.  Whence  it  comes  that  this  interest  of 
navigation  hath  become  less  an  olject  of  cote  to 
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tlM  '■"■"»«■»  imporUooe  of  DAvigtti(»t.  Hr. 
Burks  g»T«  tlw  fijloviiig  opituon  ttf  a  bruioh 
Of  it  in  177S : 

■■  Aj  U  th*  ««aldi  irUeli  Oe  GoknlM  h«»  dnvn 
feon  dM  •••  >r  Ibair  fldwriai,  7<M  b*d  *II  dut  Bu»- 
ta  ftiUr  oiwiMd  at  your  bw.  Ton  nnl;  tbaa|^ 
thoM  aoqiiiBlidMM  Tklo*,  for  &aj  namsd  skd  ta 
•xdM  vo«T  eoTj ;  and  yat  the  ^rit  with  which  that 
aiterpnug  smplojment  hu  bcna  gxvrdwd,  oogfat 
(mth«T,  in  1117  iitiiiiloii,  to  hare  r^aad  yooi  extona  uid 
•daiintioD.  And  i>m;,  vr,  what  in  th«  world  !•  tqiul 
tour  Pua  br  ths  other  putt,  and  look  at  the 
BMOner  in  wUah  the  people  ot  New  England  ban  of 
bto  oairiad  on  dte  lAala  fiaherj.  WUM  we  follow 
ttem  among  tbe  toaUiag  OMMntalni  of  loe,  and  be- 


ifHodKM'*  BafaodDarit'e  Stniti ;  whilM  ««  an 
looUi^fbrdMabeiiMdillie  AiMigCiiola,we  hear 
tbat  thar  hsre  pieited  Into  dka  oppoaitii  ngton  of 
Polar  «^  that  thej  an  at  tfae  anlipodei,  and  «n- 
ngad  nnder  tha  ftocen  Seipcct  of  Sooth  FalUaod 

olgaat  for  the  giaw  of  natjooal  nnbitkin,  {>  bnt  a 
itan  and  retting  juaoe  in  the  piogrew  of  their  *to- 
Mnoo*  indiutij.  Hw  li  tlw  eqi^actial  heat  more 
AaoooragiDB  to  them  tbaotha  aoonUDlatod  winlar  of 
bodilbepafaa.  We  know  that  whilat  aome  of  thorn 
diaw  the  line  and  ftrlka  the  haipoon  on  the  ooaat  of 
AMoa,  odian  ran  the  longttode,  and  pnnoe  thui 
^gaadogama  aloM  Ae  ooaat  of  Brad.  Nona  bat 
vfaat  ia  Tfixad  br  their  fldMiin,  no  dimale  that  i«  tkot 
wimMltollMiTtotk  NdOar  the  peraeTanace  of 
HoUand,  nor  the  aotlfitr  of  Franoa,  nor  the  dai< 
tarau  and  bin  ngaci^  of  Bnglieh  enteiptiae,  erar 
«ani*d  thia  ntoat  perikmi  mode  of  hard  j  {iidnilijr  to 
Uie  szteat  to  wUob  It  ka«  been  pnthed  bj  thii  noent 
>le — a  people  who  aie  Mill,  at  it  were,  bnt  In  the 
llo,  and  not  jrel  baldened  into  the  boa*  of 


L    When  I  contem^ta  tboaa  thingi^  when  I 
w  diat  the  Colooiu  m  general  owe  little  or  no- 
a  of  mm,  and  that  the;  are  not 


watchfitt  and  anqilcIiHii  goremmeDtt,  but  tbat 
tfanmgh  a  wile  and  miatuj  neglect  a  gsnemni 
tnra  hat  ben  anfhred  to  take  her  own  w»  to  per- 
Ibotioa — wlun  I  refleot  apon  theae  efbota,  when  I  ne 
kow  icofltabla  Oef  ban  bean  to  at,  I  IM  bH  Oa 
pride  of  power  amk,  and  ^  pranmptioB  in  &e  wi  ~ 
of  hninaa  oontiiTanoe  melt  and  die  ewaj  witlun 

Binoe  then  OUT  navigation  lia«  bad  the  growth 
of  a  man  arrlTed  at  tUU  age,  (twenty-one,)  and 
beocHne  extended  to  an  immense  oie ;  jet  was 
H  so  nnprotected  that  in  thla  year,  the  United 
Btatee  wanting  to  remit,  oat  of  some  cargoes  of 
mgar  and  oc&ee  ahipped  on  private  acooont, 
moneT'  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debts  in  Hol- 
land, they  ware  nnder  the  neoeeeity  of  asking 
Mnports  fbr  these  oargoea  of  the  French  and  Brit- 
tah  IDnlitara,  to  let  this  oropertj  pass  in  safety 
OT«r  theAtlanlJe;  and  1  have  seen  it  boaaMdii 
aomeofonrp^kefa,  that  orders  were  ieeeed  by  thi 
Britiih  Oovertunent  to  their  Port  Admir^  to 

leepeot  these  passports  thns  glveit  by  theb 

niater  or  agent  here ;  so  the  Dnited  States  left 
thur  own  merchants  to  carry  their  sugar  and 
eoffee  as  they  might,  but  obtuned  paasei  ' 
abipB,  in  the  ^ooeeda  of  whose  sales  they  ' 
intaraated.    What  a  strange  dronmstanoe,  this  I 


The  American  QoTunm«ntaailii)g«HV«BidR     I 
paMea    the  private  merofaaut  ezpoaadl  | 

Bnt  it  is  aaked,  ir  this  Treaty  I*  w  infin* 
•hie  to  aommeroe,  why  ai«  th«  mgdanti  ■ 
mnchin&rorofitt  I 

Ther  explain  the  reaaos  themeshca.  Tki  1 
are  inflnenoed  by  the  present  ratbor  than  fium 
intereats.  FiTemQli<»s<rf4><diatioDstbejlMk 
to  the  Treaty  to  repay ;  thur  m^ieft;  dM, 
thev  fear  to  tie  taken,  and  war  they  dread;  te 
is  there  really  wei^t  in  these  argnmanbl  I 
am  B«  largely  intereeted  as  an;  individiMlinuir 
them  in  ihipidnft  and  have  soBered  the  lemd 
ooe  <tf  my  cargoes  at  Bennada,  for  wtdcb  ^ 
ondenrritera hare  made  meonly  aparttiliOoi- 
anee;  bnt  I  nether  dread  any  war  uthejat 
of  England,  sitnated  ss  she  bow  ui,  nor  a«A 
any  payment  of  my  Ion  from  the  Treaty.  14 1 
nation  to  whom  ahe  offers  boontiee  to  oarr;  ha 
provisions,  and  who  is  so  ezoeUeat  a  caalontf 
for  her  mannfaotoree,  she  will  not  be  eaal;  » 
dnoedto  offir  hostilities  that  shall  go  toiii 
extent  of  war;  and  the  Oonimissionen  on  ^ 
nations  are  to  act  in  Londoa  merely  sa  artxn- 
tors  of  the  law  of  natjona,  chl  whom  ow  d«n 
of  spoliations  is  at  beet  hot  a  very  nnaertain  de- 
pendence. The  merchants  in  snndiy  pan  «f 
the  United  States  having  thwit^t  it  so,  bn 
claimed  the  interference  of  Congreaa  in  adranciv 
them  the  money,  ther  ratjher  donbted  geUOl 
any  where  else. 

Oonndering  then,  tlua  Treaty  as  nurdr* 
bargain  exhibiting  littk  w  iMjfftdt  and  mas 
to  lose,  I  separate  it  from  all  oonmdenlM) 
fbrdgn  to  itself.  I  Jadge  it  on  ita  awn  ni«il>i 
and  these  must  lead  me  to  vote  for  thepn?"*' 
tion  to  sospend  appropriations,  tupecmj  « ' 
moment  when  oar  seamen  continne  to  be  in- 
pressed  and  oar  ships  to  be  taken. 

Satcbdat,  Apni  16. 
AMMtJM  itfBritiik  TVMty. 

The  HoDse  then  resolved  itself  into  sO» 
mittee  of  the  Whde  on  the  state  of  the  VbM, 
and  took  np  the  resolorion  for  eartyiiig  pw 
effect  tbe  Treaty  with  Great  Britdn- 

Hr.  KioEouB  said,  he  was  sorry  to  m 
gentlemen  nnwilling  to  go  into  a  dlKiienHiit 
the  meriu  of  the  Treaty,  ^  he  ant^f^  Tl 
dderable  beneflta  to  the  oommonity  mnn  *  ^ 
investigatiOT.  He  did  not  know,  »  "^^ 
said,  that  it  oonld  have  no  eSbet  on  the  mno 
of  members  of  the  Eonse,  bnt  he  H'"'"?*; " 
nooeesary  that  (he  people  rtionid  be  ™w™r 
(brm  Bjast  opinion  of  the  merits  of  thiicoi^aj 
that  neither  op^KMition  nor  their  attacbntf^ 
^onld  go  beyond  Just  boonds;  that  &^r^ 
tigation  was  the  tnoet  Hk^  means  rf^«™fj 
'  that  oahn  in  the  pnblio  mmd  wMdi  M  *^ 
to  see  prodaced  whenever  Goveronieot  hw^ 
nally  ^ded,  and  he  woold  venture  to  lari"?* 
was  no  place  which  oonld  be  resorted  to  J* 
more  sonnd  informatitH).  .^ 

In  considering  the  merits  of  Uio  T'^'^iTT 
Mr.  N.  said,  he  would  considv  t^^^TS 
which  pressed  themselves  cm  the  Mgo'''''* 
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d  princ^lcs  to  gurd 
ftitore  mieonderBluidlngs. 

The  CMW  uisiog  ni^  the  Treity  of  1788, 
•B  heretofore  oonterted,  were  negroea  and  other 
ptvpertj  carried  aw^  eoutrary  to  fta  stipnla* 
tioni ;  Ae  territorial  ol^m  under  it,  and  on  the 
pftrt  of  Oreat  Britain,  an  interibretMe  in  the  re- 
ooTeiy  of  private  debtR. 

Of  the  oegroee,  nothing  is  «aid  in  the  preient 
Trea^.  It  is  to  be  expected  in  n^otiations^ 
thst  some  conceeedons  are  to  be  made  for  the 
«ake  of  acoommodatioQ,  and  this  sacrifioe  of  pri- 
vate intereeta  beoomee  sometimes  onaTOidaole. 
This  claim  was  of  oonriderable  importance  to  a 
fllass  of  the  oltiiens  of  the  United  States,  bat  it 
iraa  of  itill  greater  importance,  aa  it  Jnetifled 
the  TTnited  State*  from  the  charge  of  breaking 
the  Treaty  of  Peaoe.  In  this  req«ct  it  was 
hi^y  inounbent  on  the  negotiator  to  proenre 
■Btia&ction.  It  will  not  be  cotiteaded  that  it 
■hould  hare  been  a  tint  qva  mm  in  the  negotia- 
tion, and  it  woold  not  now  be  mentioned,  if  it 
WM  not  neoenary  to  a  &ir  estimate  of  some  of 
the  stipnL^ona  of  the  Treaty,  and  if  there  had 
not  been  ao  uniform  a  amrender  of  the  int«reets 
at  the  United  States  as  to  compel  a  oalonlation. 
It  is  now  said,  indeed,  that  the  meaning  of  tlie 
Treaty  of  1T8S  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  en- 
gagement was  only  to  refrain  fh>m  carrying 
away  n^roee,  Ac,  which  shonld  be  foniid  in 
posseMon  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  time  peace 
■faonld  take  place.  It  is  not  oeceesary  now  to 
1^  into  a  oonBtmction  of  the  words  of  the  ar- 
ticle, as  its  meaning  has  oertunly  been  fixed  by 
the  interpretation  erf  the  parties  in  the  ten  years 
which  elapeed  after  it  In  ail  that  time  the 
United  Slate*  hare  asserted  the  claim,  and  it 
cannot  be  shown  that  G-reat  Britain  ever  con- 
tested the  constntction  of  the  article.  It  is  mid, 
that  one  of  the  Oommissioners,  (Ur.  Adams,) 
who  oondnded  the  Treaty  of  1788,  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  Inibrmed  the  Senate,  In  their 
defibcrations  on  this  Treaty,  that  it  was  the  un- 
questionable meaning  of  the  article,  to  save  all 
negroes  and  other  property  then  in  the  hands 
of  the  British;  that  the  article  was  inserted 
after  all  other  points  had  been  settled  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Laurens,  who  Just  tlien  arrived 
ftrat  Ills  confinement  in  London,  and  the  resson 
anlcned  by  him  waa,  that  many  of  the  people 
of  Vm  United  States  would  be  disabled  from 
Wmplylng  with  the  part  of  the  Treaty  which 
reqieols  debts  nnless  this  provi^n  was  made; 
that  the  same  gentleman,  who  was  aftorwardB 
Ambassador  tram  the  United  B(atc«  to  the  Ooort 
of  London,  also  inibrmed  the  Senate  that,  dnring 
bia  embassy,  this  constraction  of  the  article  waa 
nerer  denied,  and  that  it  seemed  to  be  ander- 
■tood  h^  the  Ministry,  that,  on  a  settlement  with 
the  Umted  States,  compenaation  must  be  made. 
Thii  subject  was  fUly  inveetogated  by  the  nego- 
tiator of  the  Treaty  (Mr.  Jay)  while  he  was 
Secretary  of  Forei^  Afi^re ;   all  the  reasons 


which  now  arm  Che  biends  of  the  Treaty  ag^at 
tliie  claim  were  examiued  by  him,  and  tlken  ^^» 
decision  was,  that  we  were  entitled  to  oompen- 
satiau.  The  reputed  anther  of  the  beet  defence 
of  the  Treaty,  (Hr.  BamiltonO  in  the  year  ITSS, 
introdnced  a  reeolntion  into  Oongress,  declaring 
that  the  negroes,  &«.,  had  been  earried  away  bf 
the  British  armies,  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
aui  meaning  of  the  Treaty.  Mr.  IS.  thooght  it 
loo  UCe  to  extort  a  meaning  from  a  contract 
afterithad  existed  more  than  tenyeBrs;  and 
he  did  not  doubt  every  candid  mind  would  be 
satisfied  by  the  aoquiescence  of  Briton,  and  the 
eridence  which  he  had  prodoced  of  a  perfect 
nnderstanding  between  the  two  countries  on 
the  subject.  If  the  new  construction  of  the 
artide  conld  not  l>e  estahliahed,  the  first  infrac- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  1788  remained  indiroata- 
ble.  Before  the  Treaty  became  binding^  Great 
Britwn,  by  carrying  away  the  negroes,  put  it 
out  of  her  power  to  execute  the  contract  which 
she  had  made,  while,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Btatea,  no  act  had  been  dcme  which  was  inocm- 
sistentwith  the  Treaty,  provided  the  acta  ot 
the  States  did  not  continue  to  operate  after  the 
ratificati<ms  were  exohanged. 

Before  he  examined  the  oaaee  provided  fbr  b) 
thia  Treaty,  it  waa  necessary  to  remark,  that 
the  Treaty  declares  its  intention  lo  be  to  settle 
the  dispntea  of  the  two  countries  without  re- 
gard to  former  crimination^  and  all  the  writere 
in  &Yor  of  the  Treaty,  dechre  that  it  was  n^ 
cessary  to  waive  the  first  infraction  of  the  former 
Treaty.  This  was  a  proper  principle,  and  be 
only  asked  that  it  ahould  have  been  pnrsaed, 
Thia  spirit  of  conciliation  mnst  have  meant  to 
put  both  parties  on  the  same  footing,  either  by 
agreeing  that  neither  party  had  been  the  cause 
of  the  Treaty  not  being  eiecnted,  or  that  both  had 
been  eqnal^  gnilty.  He  wonld  examine  wheth^ 
either  of  these  concessions  had  been  pnrmed. 

To  obtdn  a  surrender  of  the  poets,  and  the 
territory  withheld  froia  os,  we  have  soDotioned 
the  mheequent  alienations  of  land  by  the  ^ng 
of  Great  Britain.  We  have  confirmed  the  clsimf 
of  the  inhabitants  and  dispensed  with  their  allo- 
wance, by  permitting  them  to  remain  snhjeeta 
of  Great  Britain ;  we  have  opened  onr  fitHitier 
to  all  th«r  oitiiena,  and  permitted  them  to  re- 
tun  a  shJare  of  the  Indian  tmde.  Mr.  K.  did 
not  pretend  to  judge  of  the  oommercid  eflbot 
of  the  interoonree  between  the  fiwntiers,  bnt  he 
apprehended  that,  in  another  respect,  this  con- 
cestion  wonld  deetroy  the  whole  value  of  the 
acquisition.  The  traders  wonld  be  enabled  to 
maintain  thdr  accnstomed  infiuenoe  over  the 
Indian^  and  would  have  more  indnoementa  than 
when  they  had  a  monopoly  of  the  trade  to  em- 
broil them  with  the  United  Statee.  Formerljr, 
they  were  interested  in  their  continuing  m 
peace,  as  war  prevented  the  acquisition  of  akina 
and  fnra ;  but  when  American  traders  shall  em- 
bark in  the  trade,  they  will  have  an  obvions  In- 
terest in  war  as  the  certain  means  of  baniahing 
their  rivalH,    It  appears,  then,  that  the  Treaty 
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■ikd  mnob  Imi  wiU  b«  obtained  tiua 
Treaty  had  bees  exeoated. 

VW  the  oUima  of  Qraat  ftiUiii,  under  the 
Ittaij  of  17S>,  beouM  the  ndjeot-of  the  praa- 
«nt  Treatj,  the  atipolatioiu  disoover  a  different 
ninciplA  Tb«  United  8tst«B  give  ap  the  clum 
nr  ncgroee,  and  axree  to  recwve  the  poats  on 
temu  which  greatly  dimiiUBh  their  valae ;  bat, 
when  the  debts  doe  fivm  oitueus  of  the  Ui^ted 
Sutea  to  sabjecta  of  Great  Britain  are  to  be  pro- 
Tided  for,  there  ia  not  a  Rtipolatiou  that  the; 
may  now  be  parHiied  without  hindrance,  bat 
thare  U  an  ei^aoement,  on  Uie  part  of  the  United 
Statea,  to  pa;  all  kwoo  which  have  arisen  ttom 
the  infintctacHi  of  t^  Treat;  of  Peace,  so  far  as 
it  raqieota  them.  On  what  gronnd  ooold  this 
■■iiimpHnn  hare  been  made !  Why  is  thii 
.fanalty  impoaed  m  the  United  Statea  t  There 
can  be  bnt  one  Jnatdfioation,  and  that  ia, 
that  thef  had  been  sniitj  of  the  first  infrao- 
tica  of  the  Treat;  of  Peace,  and  must  make 
amends  '  bnt  there  was  to  be  no  oonoea- 
^n  of  this  kind,  «o  tikat  if  dmnages  were  to  be 

firen  at  all,  they  ibould  be  given  on  both  sidea. 
t  seanu  clear,  then,  whatever  pretences  are 
made  by  the  Treaty  or  ita  advocatea,  that  the 
firat  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  is  fixed  on 
the  United  Btatea,  and  that  tb^  are  to  make 
eompenaation  far  an  ii^orj.  Where  doea  the 
etmoiUating  temper  of  Qreat  Britain  manifest 
itaelf?  Had  Hhe  a  claim  nnder  the  Treaty  of 
17S8,  which  is  foi^tten  t  Doea  ehe  not  receive 
•very  thing  which  ahe  oonld  have  demanded  in 
relation  to  that  Treaty  t  The  United  Statea  are 
to  Indemnify  her  citizens  completely  for  the 
BOD-ezeoution  at  the  time,  and  are  to  reoeive 
leaa  than  was  promised  them  without  the  least 
oompenaatioa  for  the  delay.  But  it  is  aome- 
where  aaid,  that  the  damages  oonld  not  be  de- 
mmided  for  withholding  the  posts,  because  they 
ooold  not  be  oompat«cL  It  wiil  be  agreed  by 
thoee  who  preae  the  acceptance  of  this  Treaty 
in  order  to  obtain  the  posts,  that  they  are  im- 
portant to  the  United  Statea.  If  of  the  oonee- 
qnenoe  which  they  are  represented  to  be,  twelve 
yeare  diapoesenion  most  have  been  a  real  iifjarj, 
and  the  claim  on  Great  Britain  will  be  indi^ 
potable,  although  the  amount  may  not  be  cer- 
tain. This  mi^t  be  a  good  pretext  for  evading 
a  pavment  to  the  United  States,  if  this  claim 
stood  nnoonneoted  with  any  other;  but  it  mast 
be  oonaidered  as  a  very  ahameless  au^estion  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  damages  incmred  by 
them.  It  is  oertunly  a  snfficient  Justification  for 
retaining  what  is  in  their  bauds  ontil  Great 
Britwn  ihall  offer  aometbing  on  this  account ; 
otherwise  ahe  will  be  acreeoed  by  her  cunning 
in  caosiiig  the  aolijeot  of  iqjury.  A^n,  it  has 
been  said  tliat  thia  ineqnaUty  in  the  Treaty  was 
proper,  because  the  right  to  recover  debts  re- 
turned with  the  peace,  and  did  not  depend 
merely  on  the  Treaty.  It  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  the  United  States  Jnstify  it  ax  a  retaliation 
for  breach  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that,  in  forming  thia  Treaty,  it  was  agreed  to 


waive  the  ri^t  to  retaliate: 
qneatioa,  wlio  first  infHtiged  the  Tna^. 
only  to  be  ir"~~"*  """    — ■^--'-—  -■-=-  - 


States  onght  to  eac^M  all  paotl^  ir 
□Mug  it,  or  Great  Britain  miHt  be  aqnallyaEt 
Jaet  to  oomp«maation  fer  bar  infractioas.  (F<r 
this,  see  Jfortm'a  I«w  (tf  Nationa,  pige  H^ 
where  it  ts  said  that  it  mattera  not,  in  tha  it- 
HMot,  wheUier  rights  are  iimate,  or  whcAs 
they  have  been  acquired  by  expren  tr  tad 
covenant,  or  otherwise.) 

Another  claaa  o!  olaims  irbieh  may  M  (a 
the  United  States  ia  etill  nMH«  alannio^— tkM 
for  war-intweat.  The  Treat;  baa  «x^dii 
anthoriced  the  oommisBODan  to  Judge  rf  tl 
claims  of  Britiah  in^eets  lo«t  by  kgal  iofti- 
menta,  whether  of  prmcdpal  <w  inlereet,  and  A^ 
are  to  determine  aoooiding  to  jnatica,  imtj, 
and  the  law  (tf  natitHia.  In  tlie  correqxndMt 
on  thia  subject  between  Qte  two  GotenmiMiii 
the  right  ttas  beoi  asserted  and  d^ed)  ad  il 
will  depend  on  the  oommisaionera  to  say  wbd« 
war-intereat  is  doe  <»  not ;  and  it  be^  to  ^ 
snppoeed  that  the  cmnmiflBoiMta  will  tiram 
the  prindples  (^  their  remeotive  GovmuMa^ 
the  United  States  are  to  depend  mi  the  diwi 
election  of  the  fifth  oommiaaioaer  tvr  atfOj.  B 
it  ehall  be  determined  that  it  ia  due,  thi  ■» 
chief  will  he  insnfierable.  It  wiU  not  menlT  i» 
recovered  in  thoee  oases  where  the  principd  ■ 
unpaid,  nor  will  it  be  confined  to  thon  aH 
where  it  has  been  lost  by  actual  judgmeati/i 
oonrt,  bat  will  extend  to  all  cases  d  prink 
settl^ent,  where  the  decision  of  the  JjiSok; 
of  the  State  had  previonaty  settled  the  pnadfiL 

It  ^>pean,  then,  that  on  tha  sabMt  of  it 
diqintea  arising  under  the  Trea^  of  1783,  tbm 
is  no  caose  for  congratulation.  The  claim  fr 
negroes  carried  off  are  ^MndMted :  the  pMU  «• 
to  be  deUvered  up,  on  terma  not  nnnaatl  ud 
dishonorable,  but  extnmeW  dai^erooa  to  Ih 
future  peace  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  obttk 
them  in  thia  mMinpr  we  incnr  an  obligsnon  to 
pay  a  sum  which  probably  wiU  not  fiiQ  ibnt  rf 
five  millions  of  ddlais,  and  which  m^  p>wl4 
amonnt  to  fifteen  millJnna.  'Vben  it  b  ko^ 
bored  that  theae  dainu  commenced  wtdi  on 
independence,  and  that  they  were  tlia  mm*- 
nons  to  our  infant  stmgriee,  what  Anxricu  > 
there  who  will  not  fe^me  disgrace  to  oar  mta- 
hood  in  abandoniag  them!  All  most  blos^t" 
comparison  of  the  Treat;  we  obtuned  wi^  d* 
arms,  with  that  whioh  has  beat  dictated  by  ftV' 

The  next  subject  which  claimed  the  ■tte'i^ 
of  a  nego^tor  wte  the  injory  recently  iDsOiaW 
in  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slates;  ud  f* 
this  sab]eot  it  will  be  proper  to  review  tht  a- 
onmatances  in  which  the  Jtego^Mta  la&  »* 


.  itry.  The  lo 
sidered  here  as  outrages  of  so  seriMB  »  vif* 
that  ell  partdea  had  otmenrred  in  demudiogt*' 
paratioQ ;  some  bad  attempted  aC  oaoe  to  W 
coercion,  and  those  who  approved  ib*  '"'*!' 
declared  that  war  muat  follow  a  ^'"V^ 
this  tataatdon,  whwe  the  eeuse  of  Gbftn"^ 
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•nd  people  VM  dodded,  and  where  t^  iojorj 
'was  not  only  intolerable  in  ttaelf  but  was  liulj 
to  be  repotM,  it  teemt  utoniihing  that  a  man 
oonid  aa  fonod  who  would  condade  a  Treaty 
^rhich  gives  to  the  United  6tatM  no  oompensa- 
tion,  bnt  more  aiUwi^ing  that  partiMnB  could 
be  found  here  wlio  approved  hu  eondact.  It 
nuaj  be  asserted  tlut  no  oompensaUon  is  aecared 
b;  the  Treaty,  and  tliat  nnder  ita  opwalioQ  it  ia 
equally  probable  that  none  win  be  recelTed.  See 
tltia  Bfticle.  It  baa  been  doobted,  and  is,  per- 
hapa,  very  donbtfn],  wlietber  the  Oonrts  of  Great 
Britain  are  not  made  the  Judges  of  irregnler 
aad  illegal  captures  and  oondemnsticHM,  and 
'whether  the  oraors  of  the  King  are  not  admitted 
■B  good  oanse  of  seiinre ;  bat  It  never  has  been 
ocmtended  that  ooropensation  is  promised  in  any 
partioDlar  caae,  or  that  any  prinorples  are  eetab- 
Bahed  by  the  Treaty  whidi  are  to  govern  the 
oommiMiouen.  In  the  oonstniation  of  their 
powers,  insisted  on  by  the  advocates  of  the 
Trea^,  their  gnidea  are  jastioe,  eqni^,  and  the 
lam  of  nations.  Nobody  can  oomplsin  of  these 
j»indpIeB,  if  thdr  ^r  operation  was  seoored ; 
bnt  a  moment's  atteotion  wUl  show  that  this 
'was  nothing  hot  an  evarion  of  the  snlject. 

It  will  not  be  understood  that  I  enppose  it 
^ras  in  Mr,  Jay's  power  to  make  his  own  terms, 
bnt  I  complam  of  his  treating  at  all  on  the 
terms  he  did.  It  is  said  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  eilort  what  he  wished,  bnt  I  oom- 
ptaln  that  he  yielded  to  the  extortion  of  Great 
Britdn.  What  has  he  left  her  to  asK,  what  has 
he  not  murendered  t  Wlule  profes^ig,  as  the 
Treaty  does,  that  there  were  important  points 
of  oar  oommerce  left  ibr  Mnre  aegotiatioo,  why 
hind  ns  to  oontinne  to  Great  Briton  the  ^leet 
share  of  onr  commercial  privileges?  If  the 
Treaty  had  been  the  most  oomplete  and  satds- 
fitctorv,  wonid  it  not  be  necessary  to  leave 
sometninc  to  enforce  its  ezecntiont  What 
we^wnHnave  we  which  can  reach  hert  The 
Treaty  makes  war  indispenaable,  as  the  only 
redreas  of  Iqjnries.  and  liow  will  war  from  the 
TToiled  States  reach  Great  Britain  t  It  was  cer- 
tdoly  improper  to  give  np  all  power  of  restrict- 
ing her  commerce  nnttl  the  same  instmment 
contained  the  ftillest  aatigbotion  as  to  our  own. 
It  was  improper  to  ^ve  np  all  the  power  of 


when  the  power  of  reetrioting 
was  lurtered  for  eqnal  privileges,  would  be  the 
only  means  of  malntdning  respect.    It  is  not 
necessary  that  weapons  of  any  sort  should  be 
used,  bnt  it  is  more  dangeroos  to  Barrender 
them.    I  am  no  fHend  to  interference  In  private 
contracts,  and  I  can  truly  say,  I  never  was 
willing  to  resort  to  this  remedy  till  all  others 
had  been  tried ;  bnt  If  there  was  an  impossihility 
of  doiUK  it,  the  want  of  the  power  wonld  im- 
mediately be  felt  The  impolicy  and  immorality 
of  •eguestration  have  been  dwelt  on.    Ooatrast 
it  wiU)  war,  for  which  it  is  a  enhstitnte,  and 
villbefoandiuboth  respects  nneqnd  to  it    i 
national  remedies  are  attended  mth  great  m 
dtiaA  to  those  who  nse  them,  and  they  moat  be 


adopted  only  oa  comparison  In  this  respect,  and 
with  regard  to  their  effects  on  the  enemy.  In 
this  last  respect  there  seems  to  be  nochoicetotbe  i 
United  States ;  the^  have  no  other  weapon  that 
can  reach  Great  Bntpin,  and  I  greatly  fear  that, 
when  this  is  lost,  we  are  oompletely  disarmed. 

MoimAT,  April  IB. 
7V«aty  with  Great  Sritain. 

The  Honse  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
when  the  reeolntion  for  carrying  the  British 
Treaty  into  effect  being  onder  consideration — 

Mr.  GiLSS  swd  it  was  much  to  he  regretted 
that  all  the  infbrmation  which  oonld  throw  light 
upon  the  subject  of  disonssion  shontd  not  be  be- 
fore the  committee.  A  eense  of  responsibility 
arising  from  the  peculiarly  delicate  nature  of  the 
qneetion  had  induced  tiie  House  to  take  every  step 
with  more  than  a  common  degree  of  caution. 
Before  they  proceeded  to  deliberate  opon  the 
ezpedienov  or  inexpediency  of  providing  for 
carrying  lie  Treaty  into  effect,  they  qade  a  re- 
qneet  to  the  Prksident  for  the  papers  whidt 
attended  the  negotiation.  This  request  has  been 
refused;  not  beoanse  the  call  itself  contained 
any  thing  unconstitutional;  not  because  the 
contents  of  the  papers  called  for  were  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  render  the  disclosure  thereof  at 
tbis  time  improper.  Neither  of  these  causes 
being  intimated  in  the  Message,  but  because 
principles  were  advocated  by  individusl  genUe- 
men  in  the  course  of  the  argument  inducing  the 
call  which  the  Pbisidznt  thought  not  warranted 
by  the  constitution.    Mr.  G.  said,  he  did  not 

Sropose  to  animadvert  npon  the  conduct  of  the 
liecnUve  in  departing  from  the  resolution 
itself,  and  in  notidng  the  argnments  of  indi- 
vidual members,  nor  npon  any  ether  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  relative  to  the 
call  of  the  House  and  his  reftasaL  He  only 
meant  to  remark,  that  being  perfocUy  convinced 
of  the  propriety  of  the  call  itself  of  the  utility 
of  the  information  embraced  by  it,  and  not 
being  satisfied  by  the  arguments  of  the  Pbkbi- 
DBKT  of  the  propriety  of  withholding  the  papers 
called  for,  he  should  have  been  willing  to  have 
suspended  all  further  proceeding  respecting  the 
provi^ou  for  the  Treaty,  until  the  papers  should 
be  laid  before  the  Ilonse.  He  would  have 
finnlv  placed  himself  on  that  ground,  and  in  that 
position  hasarded  bis  responsibility.  The  ex- 
treme  sensibility  excited  on  the  public  mind  by 
the  agitation  of  the  Treaty  question,  he  had 
snppoeed,  would  have  ftiraished  an  irresistible 
argument  in  bvor  of  complying  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Honse,  provided  no  Inconvenience 
would  have  attended  the  disclosure ;  and  in  bia 
opinion,  nnder  all  the  circomstances  of  the  case, 
the  House  would  have  been  completely  Justified 
in  suspending  all  flirther  proceeding  upon  the 
question  of  providing  for  tne  Treaty,  until  they 
received  that  information  which  they  deemed 
neoee!>ary  to  guide  their  deliberations.  Bnt  aa 
the  House  had  thought  prooer  to  take  a  dIAr- 
ent  course,  and  had  prooe4Red  to  the  oonaidar^ 
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tio&  of  tbe  qnMtioD,  wiQi  nioh  B^U  as  thar 
poneaied,  he  woold  «z^l^  Uie  moliTM  irUw 


polat«<JTiew.  He  wooldflist  examine  tbe  eon- 
tenta  of  the  Treat  j  itmif,  and  then  the  probable 
oonaeqnenDeB  of  refUaiug  <v  of  goring  it  effioao;. 
In  exoadDiiig  the  ooDtenta  <»  the  initrnment 
ttnel^  he  [»opoaed  to  go  throng  It  article  hr 


memben  for  the  deliveij  of  their  MntdnieDts. 
He  ehoold  do  this,  beoanae  he  wished  to  treat 
tbeaDttJeotwiththeatTaoatoandor,  and  to  avdd 
any  poaaible  impatation  of  intending  to  ezblUt 
th«  bad  and  avi^  the  good  parts  of  the  Treat;, 
If  an;  aooh  there  'were.  He  meant,  howeTer.  to 
■tate  meralj  the  pnrportof  raanj  of  the  articlea, 
withoat  an;  anlmadTerBon,  and  to  dwell  onlv 
upon  antdi  aa  ^tpeared  to  bim  tbe  moet  material. 

The  first  olfjeet  of  the  negotiation  respected 
the  inezeoadon  oT  (he  Treaty  of  Peaoe. 

On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  two  artides  had 
bew  DOeieoated :  Tha  rentoration  of  oertun  pro- 
perty in  poaeeerion  ol  the  BritlBh  at  the  otoee  of 
the  war,  and  the  sorrender  of  the  Western 
poata.  On  the  part  of  the  TToited  States,  one 
article  was  SQggcated  to  remain  onf^dfllled;  it 
respected  the  promlaa  that  no  legal  impediment 
ahonid  be  thrown  In  tbe  way  to  thereooreijof 
debts  dne  to  British  aat^eota. 

The  daim  of  compensation  for  the  property 
earned  swav  in  oontravttition  of  the  Treaty  of 
Feaoe  is  wnoUy  abandoned,  and  the  valoe  of 
the  Hiirrender  of  the  posts  very  mach  lessened 
by  the  annexation  of  conditions  which  made  no 
part  of  tbe  stipotatioiia  of  sorrender  in  the  Treaty 
of  Peace.  The  Umted  StMee  aie  more  than 
bonnd  to  taW  the  artide  heretofore  nnfulfilled 
by  tbem;  for  instead  of  oontinning  the  oourta 
open  for  the  recovery  of  debts  in  the  nansl  way, 
as  was  the  promise  in  the  Treaty  of  Peaoe,  they 
are  made  to  assome  the  payment  of  all  debts, 
interests,  and  damagee  in  cases  of  inscJveades, 
andamode  t^  adjustment  is  prcHMMed  fbr  ascer- 
taining the  amoont  which  famishes  the  greatest 
latitaoe  for  frauds  aoainst  the  United  Statea 
whidi  oonid  be  deTiaeo.  This  will  ^pear  in  the 
ftltnre  eiamination  of  the  subject.  Hence  it  is 
obvions  that  the  Btipolatjone  of  the  Treaty  aban~ 
doned  the  very  prinoiple  of  adjustment  assamed 
by  a  gentleman  from  Coanecticnt  (Mr.  Swift.) 

Mr.  G.  would  first  premise,  that  iif  the  article 
did  not  intend  the  reetoration  of  nroper^  men- 
tioned in  it,  the  insertion  of  it  in  uie  Treaty  was 
not  only  nnneoesaaiy,  bnt  miachievoos,  aa  it 
would  necessarily  prodace  embarrassment  to 
thepartieg  to  the  Instrament. 

The  British  army,  at  the  termination  of  (he 
war,  was  at  New  York ;  the  negroes,  whidi  con- 
stituted the  speciee  of  propierty  in  qneation, 
were  in  the  Southern  States ;  so  that  if  tbe 
artide  did  not  iodud*  that  speciee  of  property 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  in  the  poe- 
eeaeion  of  tbe  British  at  the  end  of  It,  it  was 
It  never  could    have 


been  rappoaedtiut,  npon  the  first  dawn  (tf  paag^ 
the  Brittah  wooU  bars  kft  N«w  Toafe  and  i*- 
raded  tba  SonUtam  unatry,  lot  Uka  pacpose  rf 
jdondering  Um  tnbabJtonts  of  OttSr  negro« 
Tb»  peace  artiole  itadf  was  a  adttcMnt  aeenrij^ 
ag^nst  tbia  ootdut,  and  of  «otiiM  bo  ^edb 
provisian  could  hare  ba«i  oBoeamrj  for  tlM 
porpoae.  This  was  not  on^  tbe  mofbnn  eoa- 
Btjncitiixi  of  tbe  artide  by  the  tXiuted  6tate% 
but,  as  be  alwm  nnderatood  and  bdieTed, 
Great  Briton  had  acqoieaoed  in  tbe  oonatrae- 
tion  nntU  the  mgotiaeon  of  tin  preseDt  Tnaty. 
As  an  eridanoe  «  theae  Ibd^  Mi.  G.  obauiud, 
that  American  oonuid«iooen  were  pwnutted 
to  make  a  list  of  tha  negrMa  in  lb*  poaoesMa 
of  tbe  Brttitb  at  the  (£m  of  tbo  vw  by  tks 
Rrltwti  commaader ;  that  tbe  liat  wva  eiderei 
upon  tbe  fllea  of  OoogreM ;  that  tber*  were  teao- 
Intioiia  of  Oimgreas  '^""■'"g  eoanpcaiBation  fir 
(he  proper^  oarried  away  in  oontrareotkB  li 
that  artide  in  tbe  Treaty  of  Peaoe^  paritna 
witboot  aren  the  intbnalioa  <rf  a  doabt  aa  to  taa 
oonstniction ;  that,  during  tbe  admiiuslntkBrf 
Lord  Oaomarthen,  he  had  alw^s  andviAtnd 
that  tbe  claim  ot  eompenaation  fiw  [vofiatf 
oarried  away,  was  admmed,  whemerer  KiliA 
BubJeoU  were  indeomifled  fcH-  die  debta  due  ta 
tbem  from  dtizena  of  tbe  United  Stal«s.    Brt 


(be  evidence  npon  whEob  this  impottaat  &ct  de- 
pends. Hence  it  qtpears  (bat  Great  Britain  her- 
self bad  yidded  her  aawnt  to  this  oonstneticw, 
and  ought  not  (a  have  been  permitted  to  have 
withdrawn  it  atterwaida.  liieae  drenmstanosi 
seemed  to  him  to  be  condnsiva,  and  ingenni^' 
itself  would  pause  for  arKumenta  against  facta 
BO  stubborn  and  irreeistiUe. 

Mr.  Q.  then  proceeded  to  the  examinatioQ  of 
tbe  artides  of  the  Treat;.  The  first  article,  be 
said,  was  dedaratoiT  of  peace,  Ac,  betwccti  the 
two  conntriea,  which,  he  s^d,  was  a  very  deeii*- 
ble  thing,  provided  it  ooold  be  established  npon 
prindples  oompstiUe  with  the  national  hoocr 
and  the  natituial  interests.  The  aeeand  and 
third  artidea  contained  the  atipolatiwia  for  the 
BOrrender  of  the  Western  poMa,  and  the  am- 
ditione  accompanying  the  sorrender. 

The  surrender  of  the  Western  poster  he  said, 
would  be  an  extremdy  dearable  d^ect,  if  con- 
formable with  the  Tmty  of  Peace,  and  it  wen 
unattended  with  any  conditions. 

Here,  he  ssid,  be  was  dedrons  of  ^ving  ei«dit 
to  everr  part  of  (be  instroment  which  woold 
admit  (H  tt,  and  waa  not  dispceed  to  exa^eiala 
its  imperfeotitms.  He  wm  willing  to  admit  that 
the  surrender  of  the  posts,  even  with  tbe  oondi- 
tions  annexed,  was  la  some  importanoe ;  bnt  be 
would  aaeert  that  the  surrender  lost  a  gi«at  por- 
tion of  its  value  to  the  United  StiOee,  in  ooose- 
quence  of  tbe  conditions  attached  to  Ik  He  ob- 
served, two  ol^eots  of  primary  importanoe  were 
to  be  effeoted  by  the  nnqualified  anrrendff  of 
the  posts.  The  one  was  to  obtain  tbe  imSnoioe 
over  the  Indiana  in  tbeir  n^^borhood,  whidi 
the  British  now poaaeasod.    The  other,  tbepai^ 
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tioipatioD,  at  leut,  In  the  for  trade  o«nied  __ 
irith  thoM  Indiaiu,  Tb«  otrnditione  MOomp». 
nyiug  the  nureoder,  trill,  in  his  oidnioD,  Ttaj 
much  impedQ  tha  mw^  and  ooBapletel^  defM  tbs 
othar  oltJect 

The  stipulation  In  the  seoond  artjole^  which 
aathorizee  British  anbjeota  who  aronovliring 
-witbin  the  pr«ciacts  or  Jarisdktion  of  the  poats, 
«till  to  ooatinne  and  to  reside  there,  with  the 
flree  use  of  th^  proper^ ;  and  to  elect  eother 
to  remun  British  sntiJeotB  or  to  become  Amer- 
ican dtizena  at  Dleaeore,  will,  in  his  opinion, 
very  mnoh  impede,  if  not  wholly  obetroot,  the 
■alntsry  inSnenoe  of  the  United  State*  orer  the 
nmnerone  tribea  of  Indians  in  ^t  qoartw; 
-wliiah  ia  one  great  oljeot  hcned  fbr  f^>m  the 
pooooooion  of  those  posts.  The  effects  of  the 
■tapulation  will  appear  more  obvioDB,  when  ft 


oipared  with  the  itipnlations  In  the  next 

'     '     which  the  traae  with  the  Indiaot  Is 

re^lnt«d.    The  seoond  olfjeot,  to  wit,  the  por- 


ftrtiola,  bv  which  ti 


aola,  bv 
ralntod. 


tioipation  in  the  for  trsde,  he  believed,  would 
he  completely  defeat«d  by  the  regidation  of 
that  trade  in  the  third  article ;  that,  article  stip- 
iilatea  an  eqnality  of  duties  between  Amerioan 
^tixeoB  ana  Britiah  soljeota,  a  free  oammnnia*> 
turn  throngh  tliat  oonutry^opcm  an  eqoality  of 
tKHtSRea  md  fbrriagee.  Them  ocHtditioiw,  in 
his  o^nitai,  would  seonre  a  complete  monopoly 
of  the  fbr  trade  to  Great  Aitain;  beoanse  the 
BOperiorlty  of  the  British  eapital  emjdoyed  in 
that  trades  and  the  inteioti^  ot  dntiee  paid 
Bpoa  goods  imported  fbr  that  trade  into  Can- 
ada, would,  in  his  Judgment,  wholly  exolnde 
Amwioan  dtisens  fram  a  participation  in  that 
trade,  thnmi 
The  United 
act  Alia  moni^oly  bnt  by  a  system  of  draw- 
backs, which  appeared  to  him,  from  the  nature 
and  trade  of  the  oonntry,  t«  be  almost  imprao- 
tioable;  or  if  not  abeolntely  impraotioable,  it 
wonld  o(»npel  ns  to  porohaso  the  trsde  at  a 
price  greater  than  it  was  wwth.  It  ^ipeared 
to  hint  that  Great  Britain  had  fbreaeen  these 
i,  and  that  theae  article*  are  as  well 
d  to  produce  them,  and  to  obstmot  the 
views  of  the  United  States,  a*  sagadty  itself 
eould  have  devised.  Hence  it  appears  to  him 
that  the  valne  of  an  nnqnalifled  snneader  <^ 
ttke  poata  is  veiy  mnch  lessened  by  the  aeoom- 
panjing  conditions.  The  gentleman  from  Oon^ 
neotiont  observed,  that  t£e  surrender  of  the 
poets  was  absolute,  and  that  no  oonditions  were 
annexed  to  it.  It  is  a  anffioient  answer  to  say 
that  his  obaervation  Is  a  mere  critidsm  npon 
twmg.  If  they  be  not  oonditiona  of  the  sur- 
render, they  are  aooompanylng  engagements, 
and  are  to  be  ezeonted  with  good  faith  by  the 
United  States. 

Tie  sixth  article  was,  in  his  Judgment,  highly 
ol^eotionable.  This  article  assumee  the  pay- 
ment of  all  debts,  interests,  and  damages,  due 
frcTO  Amerioan  citizens  to  British  subjects,  pre- 
Tioua  to  the  Bevolotion,  in  aD  oases  where  in- 
solvendes  have  ensned,  and  where  legal  imped- 
iments to  the  leoovery  of  Uie  debts  have  ex- 


isted. He  would  rana^  that  this  was  an  as- 
■nmpUoQ  of  debt  1^  the  public,  whidi  they  did 
not  owe,  and  neva  promised  to  pay,  and  that 
It  is  bettering  the  oradition  of  the  British  cred- 
itor undw  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  without  any 
obligation  on  the  United  Statea  to  do  so.    He 


the  State  he  bad 
the  honor  to  r^resent,  ne  was  amions  to  plaoe 
this  subject  In  Its  trie  light;  and,  as  he  pn>- 
feesed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  it,  he  hoped 
to  be  indnlged  with  some  minntia  of  expUma- 
tion.  He  said,  this  snhject  presented  two  as- 
pects to  the  public;  the  one,  as  it  respected 
States,  the  other,  as  it  req»ected  individuals  of 
the  United  StateSL  As  to  the  first,  he  admitted 
that  if  a  greater  imqwrtion  of  debts  ot  this  de- 
scription were  diie  than  Virginia  than  ttam 
other  States,  which  had  not,  however,  been  as- 
certained, and  whidi  he  doabted,  in  the  sema 
proportion,  as  a  State,  Virginia  would  recriva 
an  advantage  over  the  rest  of  the  States,  by  a 
OMnmon  asBUmption  of  the  debts ;  bnt  as  it  re- 
qtected  the  in£vidnals  in  that  State  who  were 
not  debtors,  they  stood  predsely  tm  the  same 
footing  with  individuals  in  other  States,  ba- 
caose  they  were,  in  common  with  others,  to 
contribute  to  Uw  payment  of  debts  which  they 
never  owed.  It  is  of  very  Uttie  ccnsolatitHi  to 
them  that  they  live  in  tiie  neighborhood  at 
those  whose  debts  tiiey  sre  to  contribute  to 

r ;  fiv  pnqdnquity  or  distanoe  can  make  no 

rerenoe  in  the  state  (tf  interest  between  the 
individuals  who  do  not  owe,  but  who  are  to 
contribute  to  pay.  As  a  very  smaU  proportiiHi 
of  the  iuhabitantB  of  Virgiuia  come  nnder  this 
deeoription  of  debtors,  the  phenomenon  of  an 
opposition  of  that  State,  to  this  particnlar  arti- 
cle, is  thns  explained. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  article  con- 
tains no  limits  as  to  the  amount  of  debts  as- 
sumed byit,  aortmlhtn  any  precise  dataAn> 
nlshed  tor  calculation.  Bat  it  has  been  sud, 
that  if  tibe  deble  be  due,  they  ou^t  to  be  p^ 
be  the  amount  what  it  may.  He  eud,  that  gen- 
tlemen ahoold  reflect^  that  the  amount  would  de- 
pend very  mnch  iip<Hi  the  mode  of  a4]n*tment, 
and  that  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Treaty  -wa* 
the  most  olfjeotionable  that  could  be  devised. 

He  observed,  that  tiie  principle  estaUished 
T  the  sdjustment  of  the  debts,  instead  of  pre- 
serving the  conflicting  Interests  of  debtor  and 
creditor,  would  prodnce  a  complete  nnion  of  in- 
teresta;  and  of  course  would  Ainush  the  great- 
eet  temptations  to  fruids  against  the  United 
Statea  from  both  debtor  and  creditor.  Hence 
the  amount  of  debts  assumed  by  the  United 
States  would  probably  be  greatiy  increased  be- 
yond what  wonld  be  the  amount,  if  the  debttv 
and  eieditor  should  be  left  to  the  ordinaiy 
oonrse  of  judicial  proceedings  to  adjust  Iheir 
own  dtfTemees,  under  the  prindple  of  oppo- 
dng  intercete.  To  entitle  the  creditor  to  a 
olaun  upon  the  United  States,  it  is  neoeeaary 
for  him  first  to  eatabliA  his  demuid  ag^nst 
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bb  debtor,  and  tben  to  Aow  that  hia  debtor 
wu  aolvent  M  the  aMnmenoement  of  the  late 
war,  and  has  rinoe  become  IneolTent ;  and  that 
•ome  legal  tmpediment  had  tnterrened  to  pr^' 
Tent  the  reooverf  d  the  debt  Henoe  It  be- 
oomea  the  intereat  of  both  debtor  and  creditor 
to  eatablUh  tbeae  &et&  beoaaae  the  debtor  vUl 
be  relieved  from  his  debt,  by  the  aaanmptlon  til 
the  United  Statea,  and  the  daim  of  Uie  creditor 
will  be  transferred  ftvm  the  individaal  to  the 
Cnlted  Statea,  which  he  would,  ia  all  oaaea,  pre- 
fer, partionlart;  aa  the  aaaistanoe  of  the  debtor 
wiU  often  beoome  neoenan  to  Militate  the  m- 
tahll^mant  of  the  debt  Thia,  he  aaid,  waa  the 
natural  tqwratioo  oT  the  union  of  intereet  fvo- 
dooed  by  the  aaramption  of  the  debta  hj  the 
United  Btatea,  and  there  waa  more  daoger  to 
be  apprehended  fhnn  it,  from  tbe  impoeaibilit? 
of  ebeokiog  it,  by  any  viplanoe  on  the  part  m 
the  United  Btatea,  and  from  the  peoolur  dr- 
onmataneea  attending  thoee  debta. 

The  pMteet  proportion  of  debts  remalnii^ 
nnpaid,  he  belieTad,  itood  npon  open  aooonats. 
In  many  caaes,  when  the  debta  were  evldenoed 
by  apecialtiea,  puTments  had  been  obt^ed,  < 
ther  by  the  nsnal  course  of  Jodiolal  prooeae, 
by  oompromise  between  the  partiea.  There 
were  two  ciroomstanoea  attending  the  open  ao- 
ooants  whioh  woold  f^Te  great  (cope  to  the 
frandolent  combinatiooB  between  the  debtor 
and  creditor.  The  one  reapected  the  evidence, 
the  other  the  anbatantial  cansee  of  diflerenoe  in 
the  aooonnta  of  the  oreditor  and  debtor.  In 
the  rdgn  of  George  IL  an  act  was  passed  (br 
the  more  easy  recovery  of  debta  dae  to  His 
ijnjeaty's  anbjeots  fhim  Hia  l^eety'a  planta- 
tfoDB  in  Amenca.  This  act  authorized  the  mer- 
ohant  hi  Great  Britain  to  eatablidi  hia  debt 
a^nst  a  colonist  by  affidavita  taken  before  the 
oommeuoement  of  the  eoit  and  authenticated 
In  the  nana!  mode.  This  deprived  the  defend- 
ant of  all  opportnnity  of  crose-eKamtnation,  ac 
easential  to  the  diaooveiy  of  truth,  and  the  Juiy 
of  all  knowledge  of  the  chanotor  and  credibil- 
ity of  thedepobeat 

In  Vir^niA,  the  affidavits  taken  in  pnrenanoe 
of  this  act,  hare  been  deemed  incompetent  to 
the  establishment  of  the  debt,  because  the  act 
Itself  destroys  tbe  very  natnre  and  properties 
of  evidence.  Henoe,  in  all  disputed  claims 
founded  upon  this  act,  judgments  hsve  been 
rradered  for  the  defbndauta.  If  this  shoald  be 
deemed  a  legal  impediment  to  the  recoverv, 
this  whole  deaoription  of  debta  would  probablv 
oome  nnder  the  deaoription  of  debts  assnmeo. 
He  observed,  that  the  words  used  in  the  Treaty 
were  calculated,  in  hia  opinion,  with  a  view  to 
thta  ecmstruction,  sod  most  have  been  Rotated 


S  persona  better  informed  of  the  nature  of 
a  bnshiefls  thra  he  presumed  the  Envoy  £x- 
traoHUnsry  of  tbe  United  Statee  eonld  have  been. 
The  other  (drctunatanoee  aroM  ttam  the  natnre 
oftheiemittancea.  These  were  generally  made 
in  tobacco.  The  sake  of  thIa  artitle  were  in- 
tmated  solely  to  tbe  merchant  reeidiiw  in  Great 
Britain,  and  ttie  Amerioan  shipper  bad  no  check 


whatever  npon  the  merobant  nuUcing  Hm  A 
Upon  tendwing  these  Bcoonnta,  the  tobam  a  I 
often  set  down  at  a  price  "rtrj  inferior  to  As 
average  price  of  that  artMe  in  Enn^ie,  it  At 
timeofmaldngthesale.  AgreatnombertfMa- 
troverdes  bare  taken  place  npon  thii  ^poi. 
wUdti  rem^  unsettled ;  bat,  if  the  Uiktd 
Btatea  Aoold  aasome  tbe  debts  of  the  infivii- 
nals  thus  droomstanoed,  tbey  wonld  have  at 
indncement  to  oonteat  tbeae  aooonnta  in  s  eom 


the  debtor  to  (bcilitate  tbe  eetabliabiiMnt  <tf  A* 
cUms  against  tbe  United  States.  He  aid  b 
had  not  overlooked  tbe  clenae  in  this  artkierf 
the  Treaty,  which  compels  en  aa^oiOHitrftto 
claim  from  tbe  creator  to  tbe  United  Stotaa, 
but  that  would  have  little  or  no  operation  a 
check  the  prM^ce  invited  bv  thia  artide,  te- 
oanae  the  aebtor  ia  preaDmed  to  be  insclTcet 
before  the  aa^gmoeot  is  innde,  and  he  b^enl 
the  United  Statea  would  be  bnt  nnsDecMriU 
ooUectOTS  from  insolvent  debtors. 

From  these  drcurastsnees,  he  oonduded,  tU 
this  asewnption  tA  debt,  witboat  any  oU^liia 
for  80  doing,  was  extremely  improper,  paitta- 
larly  when  it  ia  reooUected  that  thia  srtick 
sweeps  away  sU  acts  of  limitatioD,  aiui  ''^'^ 
to  the  whole  extensive  soene  of  busness  naniri 
on  iu  the  United  Statee,  fi-om  the  eztreniM  « 
New  Bamiiehire  to  the  extremes  of  Oeoin 
for  an  nnlimited  tune  before  tbe  Revolatioa. 
He  observed,  if  he  were  to  make  a  ooi!jei«in 
as  to  the  amount,  it  would  be  a  loose  mm;  M 
if  he  were  to  choose  between  indenmi&^je 
to  the  American  mendiante  fbr  reoest  f^ 
tions  committed  upon  their  oommeroe,  oriw 
payment  of  theee  debts,  he  should  not  hoW 
to  prefer  tbe  first  alternative ;  becanae^tow 
there  were  known  lindts ;  to  tbe  othw  tM* 
werenot^  nor  any  data  for  calenlationDDdcrw 
mode  of  a4}nstment  prescribed  by  tbs  ^^**^ 
He,  therefore,  cantioiwd  gentlemen  ag^nt  us 
assumption  of  this  unascert^ned  debt,  if*  'f 
beUeved  it  would  be  attended  with  s  tuV^ 
bility  which  tbey  oonld  not  answer  to  >ii» 
constituents,  nor  wonld  the  resptOHMUEr  « 
alleviated  by  the  reooUedion  of  themeito* 
tbe  individttals  for  whose  benefit  it  ii  nis«. 
The  Increase  of  the  debt  of  the  Uniled  8^ 
by  these  artiflcial  meana,  withoat  any  obBgs- 
tion  to  do  BO,  he  thought  highly  objedJM""* 

The  10th  article,  he  sdd,  waa  of  a  "^"' 
traordinary  oomplexion.  It  waa  remsrkibl^ 
both  as  to  the  matter  it  contMneiL  and  dM  >i^ 
ner  in  which  it  was  exprcMed.  It  is  in  tu«  E** 
lowing  words : 

"N<itb«r  ths  asbts  doe  ftam  lDdlTidBil(  </'>' 
one  iwtiini  ta  indiTidoalsof  tbs  odier.  mr  ibm  ** 
moneys  whioh  they  may  have  in  the  puUtc  i™^ 
in  Ilia  pabUcorprivatsbanki.didlsiBriiiUJ'"'^ 
afwsi,  osnstiaasliliBineiHiM.benqiiNinii'"^ 
fisesled,  it  bring  Diyait  sod  hnpoUtio  flul  ^'^^JT 
ted  and    m^s  by  lidl'»" 


having  oonBdenea  in  eocb  otbv  sad  b  Ibot  nV*^ 
Hvs  aovemnsBts^  ahooU  ercr  be  ittKjA  ■■** 

i:.,TKd  ..GOO^^IC 


paiitd  by  Mtfonal  waiitontj  aa  Kooont  of  the 
luitiana]  diSirencei  and  dlacDntcnt*,* 

l£r.  O.  remarked,  that  this  article  also  had 
aMDmed  the  reeentblanoe  of  reciprookj' ;  bat 
no  reciprocitT  in  fact. 

Brltiab  subjects  bare  great  eaniB,  both  in 
pablio  and  pnvate  ftinda,  in  the  United  Statu. 
American  citizens  have  little  or  no  pmpert;  in 
pQblio  or  private  Aiads  in  Great  Britain.  Hence 
the  evident  and  anbatantial  ioeqaality  of  this 
reciprocal  stipulation.  On  the  other  hand, 
American  cituens  have  a  great  share  of  pro- 
pert;  on  the  water,  with  ver;  little  naval  pro- 
tection, and  of  coarse  antiject  to  the  naval 
anperioritj  of  Qroat  Britun. 

1^  therefore  Great  Briton  had  stipulated,  in 
case  of  war,  that  in  consideration  of  a  refosal 
on  the  port  of  the  United  States  to  seqneetratA 
propertT  of  British  sat^ects  npon  land,  she  wonld 
not  molest  the  property  of  American  citizens 
upon  water,  there  would  then  have  been  a  sab- 
ataulial,  instead  of  a  nominal  reciprocity;  as 
the  article  now  stands  there  is  on  important 
right  conceded,  and  no  oompensation  obtained. 

This  article,  however,  has  been  highly  ap- 

E landed  hj  a  particular  description  of  persons 
iterested  in  it,  in  oonseqnence  of  tbeaS»ctatioD 
of  morality  professed  by  it. 

It  has  been  said  to  l>e  dishoneet  and  immoral 
to  take  the  property  of  individnala  for  tiie  pnr- 
pose  of  compensating  national  wrongs.  He  ob- 
served, that  he  coold  see  no  difierence  between 
tha  moraHty  of  tatdoK  the  property  of  indlvid- 
nala  apon  water,  and  the  property  of  individnals 
npon  land.  The  difference  of  the  element  coold 
make  no  difference  in  the  morality  of  the  act. 
^wever  strongly,  therefore,  this  moral  impulse 
-was  operating  npon  the  American  Envoy  whilst 
engagedin  the  constmction  of  this  article,  it  had 
enljraly  dissipated  before  he  had  arrived  at  the 
3Bth  article;  for,  in  that  article,  the  principle 
of  privateering  is  not  only  admitted,  but  its  ope- 
raoon  fKilitated ;  so  tha^  imless  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  tbe  criterion  <J  the 
EnToj's  morality,  what  be  has  gained  by  the 
monuily  of  the  10th  artide  mnst  be  at  least 
balanced  by  the  immorolit;  of  the  26tb.  Bat, 
Ut.  O.  remarked,  that  sequestration  was  always 
admitted  as  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  and 
hence  he  preamned  it  was  not  immoral  under 
oertain  ciroamstanoee.  He  said  it  appeared  to 
be  theoplnlonof  some,  that  where  the  property 
of  an  individual  was  seqaeatered  on  acconnt  of 
the  act  of  hia  nation,  that  the  individual  was 
to  snstiun  the  loss,  but  that  was  not  the  case. 
The  sequestration  itself  impoeee  upon  the  gov- 
ernment, to  which  the  individual  belongs,  an 
obli^tion  of  rdmbnrsement.  Henoe  tiie  segnes- 
tration  doee  not  ultimately  rest  upon  the  indi- 
Tjdaal,  bnt  upon  the  Qovemment,  for  whooe 
-wrong  the  property  was  taken.  Thia  ]a  also 
oouformahle  to  the  laws  of  nations.  It  was 
the  oonrse  pnrsned  by  Great  Britain  fop  all  se- 
qnestrations  made  during,  the  American  war, 
and  is  the  oonrae  which  wonid  be  pursued  by 
bU  natlm)& 


Kr.  O.  said,  that  war  itaelf  was  Lramoral  in 
moat  cases;  and  justified,  in  his  opinion,  only  in 
the  case  of  self-defence ;  but  if  a  stipnlatiDn  had 
been  inserted  in  this  Treaij,  which  prohibited 
the  United  States  from  declaring  war,  it  would 
have  been  Justly  and  universally  reprobated. 
The  preeent  article  prohibita  the  United  States 
from  resorting  to  the  best  means  not  only  of 
preventing  war,  but  the  most  efficacious  means 
of  supporting  it.  Hence,  the  surrender  of  the 
right  was  the  most  impolitio  concession,  and  is 
infinitely  aggravated  by  its  being  a  volnntary 
oonoesdon ;  no  eaaivalent  being  recdved  in  re- 
turn. Hr.  G.  eaio,  it  was  dishonorable  to  the 
United  States  beoanse  it  evidenced  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the  constituted 
authoritdee.  The  right  of  sequestration  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  eeeentitd  to  national  sovereignty ; 
but,  lest  it  shonld  be  indiscreetly  need  by  tlie 
United  States,  its  guardianship  Is  transferred  to 
Great  Britdn,  lis.  G.  ssid,  he  viewed  eequea- 
tration  as  an  extraordinary  remedy,  to  bo 
resorted  to  onlv  on  extraordinary  oocasions. 
And  altbonsh  he  would  admit  tJiat  but  few 
cases  would  Justify  a  resort  to  it,  yet  it  was  one 
of  our  beet  instruments  of  defenoe,  considering 
our  relationship  to  Great  Britain,  and  ou&ht  not 
therefore  to  have  been  surrendered.  He  stii, 
too^  that  this  restraint  was  imposed  upon  the 
Umted  Btatce  for  an  unlimited  time,  and  was 
the  more  objectionable,  as  it  was  a  species  of 
l^islation  against  the  discretion  of  legislation. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  conscientiously  believed 
the  Treaty  to  be  a  bad  one.  He  believed  it 
coDtiuned  the  most  complete  evidence  of  Brit- 
ish interferenoe  in  our  internal  af^tira,  and  had 
laid  the  foundation  for  the  farther  extenmon  of 
British  influence.  It  has  restricted  the  exercise 
of  some  of  the  important  rights  of  national 
soverei^ty.  It  bas  volantarily  hazarded  the 
nentrality  of  the  United  Statea  in  the  preaent 
European  war,  and  destroyed  all  pretenuons  to 
its  character  of  impartiality.  It  has  not  afforded 
protection  to  our  nentru  rights,  which  was 
amongst  its  great  ottjeats;  and  mthea^ustment 
of  the  differences  resulting  from  the  ineieoutioa 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  it  is  unequal  and  adjust 
All  these  important  oiroumstancea  oonaidered, 
and  when  it  fa  also  oonridered  that  the  British 
persevere  in  impreenng  our  seamen  and  aeidng 
our  vessels,  in  violation  of  the  dearest  rights  of 
uentral  nations,  even  since  the  signing  of  the 
Treaty,  he  could  not  consent  to  be  the  instm- 
ment  of  giving  it  efficacy.  He  believed  that  it 
was  one  of  those  extraordinary  casee  which 
Jnalified  strong  and  extraordinary  resistance. 

When  Mr.  Gmu  bad  concluded  his  speedh, 

Mr.  Goon&na  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Ghiurman :  Much  noise  has  been  made,  and 
every  art  has  been  practised  to  pr^udice  the 
people  against  tlie  TiWj  now  under  conmdera- 
Uon.  I  mean  to  look  at  it  and  see  if  it  be  the 
horrid  tiling  it  is  represented  to  be,  and  partic- 
ularly to  examine  the  commercial  part,  to  know 
wheuiN  we  have  made  a  good  bargain  or  not. 
I  win  take  notioe  of  some  ot;}ectiona  that  have 
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H.  or  &]  JSMcXiM  a/J 

been  nude,  ud  tbeo  tondi  on  the  gre^t  evila 
tlut  tntij  JoMlj  be  an)reheDded,  tf  ve  refbM  to 
cWTj  it  into  dfect  And  here  let  me  obaerre, 
the  mbjeot  ia  tbe  moat  momwtons  that  ever 
oune  before  ttah  Hotue,  and  I  mean  to  pat  no 
fiUM  colon  on  it,  OT  to  paint  any  evils  that  wiU 
follow  a  r^ection,  beyond  what,  in  snch  an 
event,  T  m'oet  oooadentionalj'  believe  will  be 
realized.  I  will  now  itate  what  new  sonroes  of 
oommeroe  are  opened  to  na  bj  the  Treat;  that 
we  had  not  before,  and  then  aee  what  we  have 
slTen  for  them.  lit>  "We  have  got  by  the 
Treaty  a  perfectly  tno  trade  acroe*  the  lai^d, 
and  by  meana  of  the  Ukee  with  Oanada,  that 
we  had  not  before,  and  on  tbe  aame  terms  with 
Britiah  nibjecte,  which  I  estimate  aa  a  great 
advantage  to  this  oonntry ;  for  it  is  evident, 
tiiat  we  can  Introdnce  into  Oaoada — np  the 
North  river  and  acToes  the  Lakes — almost  any 
kind  of  goods,  at  leas  expense  and  on  better 
terma  thtui  the  British  can  no  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  which  is  very  lengthy,  and  trozan 
np  uz  or  Mven  mMiths  in  the  year.  Having 
this  advantage,  can  it  be  doubted  that  we  have 
not  industry  and  enterprise  to  improve  it  t  No, 
air,  the  enterprise  of  onr  people  is  such,  that  we 
shall  nnqpeetlonBbly  oarry  on  almost  all  tbe 
trade  of  Upper  Canada,  and  that  great  Western 
oonntry  which  will  be  opened  to  us ;  by  which 
means  we  shall  hove  at  least  an  eqasl  share 
in  their  far  trade  also  with  them,  which  we 
have  so  long  wanted.  But  it  is  sud,  the  por- 
tagee  or  carrjing  places  being  common  to  hoth, 
thev  will  rnn  away  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
trade.  Why  so)  lamnotafVvid  but  tiieoitizena 
of  the  United  States,  if  they  are  pnt  on  an  eqnal 
fboting  inth  othen,  will  roake  their  way  eqnal 
with  any  people  on  earth.  But  it  is  aaid,  by 
way  of  lesseaing  the  advantages  of  this  trade, 
fliat  goods  imported  into  Oanada  pay  little  or 
no  dnty,  and  the  goods  that  we  Import  are  by 
onr  laws  subject  to  high  duty,  and  that  no 
drawback  of  the  dnty  can  be  eetabliahed  npon 
their  being  sent  into  Oanad^  and  therefore,  we 
cannot  BUjipIy  them  on  eqnal  tArms.  To  this,  I 
reply,  that  I  do  not  know  what  duty  they  im- 


t  is  possible  to  devise  a  plan  for  a  draw- 
back of  the  doty  which  may  have  been  paid  on 
our  goods  when  they  are  sent  into  Canada,  and 
that  at  any  rate  the  eaM  by  which  we  can  send 
them  tbere  np  the  North  river,  compared  with 
their  being  introduced  by  theSL  Lawrence,  will 
more  than  compensate  for  any  difference  of  duty, 
In  case  a  drawoack  should  not  be  admitted. 

9.  We  have  got  established  by  the  Treaty,  a 
right  to  trade  with  all  their  settlements  in  Lidia 
on  the  same  terms  with  their  own  subjects,  and 
thus  we  have  laid  open  to  ns  a  ttee  trade'wlth 
those  vast  posseadons'of  theirs  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe,  whichj  it  !s  stud,  contMns  twenty 
or  thirty  millions  of  mhabitants.  Let  me  inform 
the  committee,  that  our  trade  to  India  is  already 
very  great  and  profitable.  In  the  town  of  Salem 
only,  in  whidt  I  live,  we  have  thirty  aail  of 


Indiamen,  and  donbtleao,  in  the  United  Sau^ 
the  whole  amount  most  be  nearly  a  hondred: 
and  the  nnmber  will  tncreaae  in  sacb  a  manns, 
aa  by  onr  superior  enterprise,  indoMry  and  ceoa- 
wny,  that  we  shall  not  only  rapply  our  owa 
wants,  but  those  of  the  West  Indies  wid  Ennw 
in  a  great  measore,  with  India  artides ;  n 
thon^  by  the  Treaty  which  givea  na  this  free 
trade,  we  are  not  permitted  to  CBtry  India  g«)& 
from  their  settlements  direotly  to  Enrope,  yet 
there  is  no  donfat,  in  my  mind,  bat  we  can  as- 
port  from  hence  thither  cheaper  tb*a  they  «■ 
get  them  any  other  way,  for  this  obvious  reason 
beoanae  thdr  trade  to  India  ia  carried  on  by 
their  oompaniee,  in  which  dei^tch  and  eeoi- 
omy  is  by  no  means  so  mach  atUnded  t(\  as  it 
is  when  managed  by  an  indiridoaL  But  it  ■ 
add  we  had  this  trede  before  the  Treaty.  I 
answer,  it  is  tme  we  had,  but  it  was  only  ij 
way  of  Indnlgenoe,  snbject  to  be  deprived  of  k 
whenever  they  thonght  fit ;  and  let  me  ask,  b 
it  not  vastly  better  to  have  it  secured  as*  rigto, 
than  to  have  it  rest  on  the  preoonous  tenme  ft 
indnlgencet  Here,  Ur.  Chairman,  let  me  re- 
mark, that  they  have  granted  to  ns  this  &«t 
trade  to  India,  whidi  their  own  Enil^«cta(exei(pt 
tbe  India  Company)  are  entirely  shot  out  frraa. 
What  must  be  tbe  fbelings  of  Britiah  subjects 
when  they  see  their  Government  has  given  te 
strangers  a  perfect  freedom  of  trade  to  thar 
India  settlements,  and  sbnt  them  oat  (hxn  it 
altogether!  And  what  must  be  their  astimiah- 
ment  when  they  hear  that  some  people  amoo^ 
ns  think  that  Great  Brit^  has  conferred  oe 
fevor  npon  na  by  doing  it  ?  Hear  what  the  &- 
moos  Mr.  Orattan,  the  great  Irish  patriot,  said 
bi  the  Irish  Parliament,  on  the  snbject : 

"  TMi  very  America,  which  theBiiddi  IduArio- 
Rolted  and  than  Grouched  to,  had,  b;  tbe  late  Tn*^ 
of  Coinmsrca,  been  admitted  to  all  tb«  Britidi  vMb- 
mento  is  the  East  and  We*t  Indiei,  to  the  brtkr  of 
which  Ireland  WH  only  conditiODiJlT  admitted,  ai 
from  tha  Ibnnar  imoooditioDally  exohided;  jbC  Ii*- 
land  was  a  loyal,  attached  natiao,  md  Amoioa  b 
aliw." 

These  ore  the  oommerciol  aconiBitioiH  we 
have  obtained  by  the  Treaty ;  ana  let  me  lA, 
what  have  we  given  to  Bntain  in  retnm  tar 
them  t  I  answer,  nothing  more  than  they  have 
all  along  enjoyed  in  onr  ports,  by  tbe  lawa  of 
the  United  Statee,  in  common  with  other  forvgn 
nations.  No  new  conunerdal  advantt^es  bavs 
we  ^ven  them ;  they  can  come  here  now  on  no 
better  terms  than  befbre.  Bat,  it  is  said,  we 
have  lied  our  hands  by  the  Treaty,  that  we  wiD 
not  lay  any  greater  dntiee  on  th^  commerce 
than  we  do  on  all  other  fbreign  nations.  Pr^, 
let  me  ask,  if  Great  Britun  have  not  equsQy 
tied  th^  handst  And  can  we  be  eo  anressen- 
able  OS  to  suppose  that  they  wonld  ever  con- 
sent to  a  Trea^  that  had  not  each  terms  of  re- 
dprocity? 

It  is  agidn  said,  by  way  of  objection,  that 
they  have  reserved  t5  thenudvea  the  right  of 
oonntervailing  tlie  di&rence  of  daty,  which  wt, 
by  onr  laws,  have  eetabliahed  between  our  own 


litizeiu  and  fordgoera,  «od  that  ahe  will  now 
uerciee  that  right  b7  impodng  equal  duties  on 
Mir  veaeela  in  the  ports  of  Great  Oitun,  Let 
ne  WMwer  this  olgectaon  to  the  Tnatv,  bj  aak- 


sg  if  ahe  lud  not  Uiia  ume  right,  sod 
inliniited  ona,  of  imposiDg  wtiat  dntiea 
>roper  on  our  veMUS  in  her  porta  before  the 


g  what  dntiea  she  ww 


CrMt^  t  fflie  did  not  see  fit  to  exercise  it  then, 
leither  ia  it  probable  she  will  sow.  And,  leat 
t  should  be  eud  ahe  will  now  do  it,  tiecanae  we 
ire  restrained  hj  the  Treat  j  fhnn  inereaoDg 
be  duty  on  ber  ahipe  bejoad  what  It  now  ie, 
jid,  therefore,  ahe  haa  not  the  same  ftar  oper&t- 
Dg  to  prevent  it  that  she  hadhefore,  let  me  re- 
aark,  that  if  she  was  reetnuoed  bj  any  aach 
■ondoeratioiiB,  thia  same  reetraiut  would  be  in 
broe  again  in  two  yean  after  the  preeent  war 
leiaed,  being  thepwiod (rf  the ensteooe  of  those 
ftides  of  tiie  iVeatT— a  tdme  ao  abort  aa  to 
wilder  it  highly  probable  ahe  wUl  not  think  it 
Forth  while  to  make  the  eiperiment. 

A  freai  cry  haa  been  made  against  the  oom- 
Eteroial  part  of  the  Trenty,  and  I  ranst  confeaa 

never  could  »ee  on  what  ground,  for  it  ia  a 
ertain  fact  we  have  given  Great  Britain  no 
lew  privilegei  in  oor  Atlantio  porta  by  the 
rreaty,  and  no  other  in  their  intereonrM  by  the 
ray  of  Canada,  than  they  have  ^ven  ns ;  and, 
herefbre,  it  may  fkirly  be  uia  that,  by  the 
>ea^,  we  have  given  them  no  new  commercial 
>ririlegee  thej  were  not  before  eijoying  in  onr 
■orte;  and  they,  on  their  part,  have  given  as 
lonMderable;  and  oonseqneDtl;,  on  onr  ^de^ 
be  bargain  moat  be  a  goi>d  one. 

Let  me  ask,  why  there  ia  for  ever  ao  mndi 
(onplaint  against  Great  Britten  becanae  she 
loee  not  open  all  her  oolenies  freely  to  oaf 
)oea  Portugal  open  the  Bradls  ?  No ;  ehe  ehate 
tat  all  foreigners.  Did  Holland,  before  the 
treeent  war,  open  to  na  all  her  rich  poaeeeaione 
D  the  East  InoiM  I  Ko.  Does  Spain  open  her 
ich  isluds  in  the  Eaat  and  West  Indiee,  and 
ler  immense  poeseenona  in  Soath  America! 
To.  Does  she,  in  the  Treaty  lately  made,  open 
ivax  Florida,  as  Great  Bntain  has  Canada! 
To.  Did  France  before  this  war  give  ns  free 
r*de  to  her  oolonlee!  No.  And  do  not  all 
hose  Dationa,  aa  well  as  every  other,  come  into 
mr  porta  on  the  same  terms  with  the  British  I 
¥hy,  then,  make  this  rant  abont  the  Britbh ! 
jet  them  &re  sa  well  in  om*  ports  aa  other 
br^gnen,  inasmuch  as  they  cerbunly  grant  aa 
Qnch  to  ns  as  meet  others  do,  is  all  I  contend 
br.    I  do  not  wish  they  sboald  fare  better. 

The  imprenment  of  oor  seamen  by  the 
Iritidi  is  made  ose  of  as  an  objection  to  onr 
ATiying  the  Treaty  into  effect.  It  is,  to  be 
nre,  a  mortifying  circamstance,  sad  must  ez- 
dte  onr  atmoat  detestation  of  aach  conduct, 
Jut  let  not  OUT  passions  get  the  better  of  onr 
ndgment.  We  have  no  kind  of  evidence  that 
Dch  conduct  is  countenanoed  by  their  Admirol- 
y,  bnt  the  evidence  we  have  is  of  a  oontrary 
lature,  for,  upon  our  ITmiater's  remonstrating 
o  the  British  Ministry  on  this  point,  they  a»- 
nred  him    that  orders  hsd  been  israed,  and 
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ahonld  be  repeated  to  the  oomniandera  of  their 
ships,  not  to  commit  snch  vioIeno«e  on  onr 
rights,  at  the  same  time  observing,  that,  apeak' 
ing  the  same  language  as  we  do,  it  was  difficolt 
in  all  cases  to  disUnguish  their  seamen  from 
outs.  In  this  dtuation  let  us  believe  that  a  firm 
and  spirited  remonstrance  will  be  mode  by  onr 
Ezeouttre  against  such  outrages;  and  let  na 
hope  that  it  may  have  the  deared  effect.  BnL 
let  me  ask,  if  the  Treaty  should  not  be  carried 
iuto  effect,  will  that  relieve  that  deserving 
class  of  our  citizens  I  Will  it  not  have  pro- 
bably a  contrary  effect,  and  be  the  means  of 
increaaing  the  evil  tenfold  more  than  it  exists 
at  preeent  t 

TcnaDAT,  April  IB. 
JSumtion  lif  British  TVeatff. 
The  Boaee  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  motion  for  making  proviuon  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  th«  Treaty  with  Great  Britain  i 

Mr.  Hklth  rose  and  addreseed  the  Cluur  aa 
follows : 
Kr.  CImrman ;  In  the  discusdon  of  this  so 


oommon  country,  I  shall  not  attempt  any 
critical  analyas  upon  the  good  and  bad  parte  of 
the  instmment,  as  the  gentlemen  preoeding  me 
in  this  debate  have  already  done,  but  only  ooo- 
flne  myself  to  a  few  remarks,  to  Josti/y  n^ 
conduct  to  God  and  my  country  for  the  vote! 
shall  (nve  in  the  ultiniate  decision  of  the  qn««- 
Uon.  Ur.  Chturman,  permit  me  here  to  remark, 
during  the  recess  of  the  last  Congresa, 
when  the  American  mind  was  roused  with  ao 
much  irritation  and  sensibility  throngh  all  parta 
of  the  Union  agwnst  this  paper,  after  its  first 
qipearance  in  public  print,  I  was  one  of  those 
who  kept  aloof  &om  the  atonn,  suspended  my 
opinion,  became  of  no  party,  conudering  mysw 
hereaftor  bound  to  discharge  the  important 
duties  of  an  American  Bepresentative  on  the 
occauon.  And  now  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  seeaion,  though  two-thirds  of  my 
time  overwhelmed  with  disease,  and  dailv 
Ungoiahing  in  (he  bed  of  pain,  even  under  snob 
a  dreadful  personal  calamity,  my  reflectiona 
were  not  turned  aside  from  the  awfuluess  of 
the  sabject  before  us;  which  before  and  dnring 
this  discussion,  I  confeea,  us  often  as  I  have  re- 
volved in  my  mind,  with  a  review  of  the  wtna- 
tion  of  my  couatryf  I  have  frequently  paused, 
not  knowing  the  best  eipedieot  to  pursue  to 
avoid  impending  evils. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  strange  forebodings  on 
la  occadon.  By  the  second  and  third  articles 
of  the  instrument  before  you,  in  the  surrender 
of  the  posts,  Britisii  subjects  have  a  right  to  re- 
side with  ns ;  Indians  have  s  riglit  to  pass  and 
e  from  post  to  post  from  our  district  to 
their  porta^  and  ferriages  free,  all  in  the  vi- 
cinity withm  gun-shot.    Will  not  their  trodeia 
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oontinne  thdr  old  aoqTulDtaiicwhip  with  them 
in  sptte  of  lu  t  Are  not  their  capitals  fur  trade 
iatger  than  onn  t    Where,  then,  are  the  real 

eantjdpatod  I  All  vlaonarj,  like  the 
'a  dream,  grasping  moant^tu  of  gold,  and 
when  the  moralDg  ran  sbakee  off  bia  slmnber, 
It  diwtpatfie  the  delnsioD.  Bnt  time  will  make 
more  converts  than  reaaon.    Further,  before  I 

?ait  thissabjaetof  ineqDalitr,  I  wish  to  remark, 
7  war  of  replj  to  my  mnon  respected  friend 
from  Conneotiont,  who  waa  np  a  few  days  ago, 
tn  language  nearly  rimilar,  ana  the  same  sort  of 
Ingennity  of  a  celebrated  ohampton,  who  has 
dedicated  mooh  labor  in  bvor  of  thia  iostru- 
ment,  nnder  the  dgnatnre  of  CamiUut,  that 
Great  Britain  had  never  violated  the  seventh 
article  of  tbe  Treaty  irf  Peace  in  not  resttning 
the  slaves  and  other  proper^ ;  that  tfaey  were 
taken  in  war,  and  their  freedom  offered  to  than 
by  the  Britiah  commanders,  and  were  not  taken 
after  a  oeaeation  of  hoatUitiee ;  and,  therefore, 
were  not  pnipw  objects  of  aturender.  Oh.  the 
deoeit,  the  sophistry  of  thia  conatmotlon  i  I 
ahall  just  answer  it  by  reading  from  the  Jonr- 
nals  of  the  old  Oongreae  what  the  real  Camillvt, 
or.  In  other  words,  the  learned  Mr.  Eahu.'Ion, 
tbongfat  of  that  aitiele  at  that  time.  He  read 
the  Joamals  ot  176S,  where  Ur.  Huiiltok 
moved  !n  Ooogresi  for  oommiananws  to  be  aeut 
to  New  Yoric  to  the  British  oommsnder  to  re- 
qnest  an  ezpla^tion  renweting  an  infraction  of 
that  article.  So  was  Mr.  Hamilton's  opinion 
at  that  time,  so  waa  the  prevalent  opimon  of 
all  America  at  that  time.  My  second  point, 
the  want  of  reciprodty  in  the  instrmuent,  has 
been  so  well  eipiuned  by  my  worthy  colleagne 
from  Virginia,  that  I  oonfeas  I  am  onrtuled  in 
my  eentiments  a  little  here.  Bat,  snffioe  it  to 
say,  that  the  local  cinjnmatanoee  of  this  oonntry 
wul  make  the  snapenaion  of  the  law  of  alienage 
more  advantageoo*  by  tenfold,  than  oonld  be 
reaped  by  Amwkm  dtixeoa  over  the  other 
dde  of  the  wttee.    Witneas  the  great  diqiro- 

rtlon  between  Amerioaa  citueusholding  lands 
Britain  and  British  snUeots  in  this  coontry. 
I  widi  it  may  not  revive  old  proprietary  ri^ta, 
with  its  long  train  of  tennre,  fealty,  and  vas- 
uUse.  Perhtmam;r'e<^'nATe"*°0"'i'i^  resid- 
ing In  that  of  Virginia,  where  this  tennre  once 
prev^ed.  I  now  come  to  the  third  oltJeotJon, 
and  the  most  important.  Other  olijeotions, 
though  they  have  their  weight  in  my  n^ud,  yet 
perhaps  they  mi^t  yield  thdr  fonw,  were  it 
not  for  this  the  more  inmrmoontahle.  This 
might  be  said  with  propriety  to  be  the  fbonda- 
tion  of  the  coll  for  papers  from  the  Executive 
respecting  the  Trea^. 

By  the  variona  artidea  embracing  this  anb- 
ieot,  the  Honse  of  BepresentatlTea  of  the  United 
Btates,  in  the  Trealf-making  power,  have  lived 
to  see  the  day,  which  I  am  anre  no  hmnan  aa- 

City  could  have  ever  divined,  that  they  may 
oonaidered  as  «  perfect  ooUective  oypherical 
body  of  men  in  legialatioiL  rednoed  to  a  mere 
Committee  ot  Ways  and  Maa) 
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the  neoeeaaij  anpnlies  of  money  for  foreign  it 
gotiation,  or  for  ute  cnrreDt  onnoal  a^asai 
Government.  America  is  heretotallT&nud 
of  every  alternative  to  reoort  to  inihe  bamd 
distress — to  prevent  the  horrors  cf  wir,  no  » 
qnestration,  no  embsreo,  no  eommerrislreitiiB' 
tion,  can  be  the  subject  of  fatan  legidatix 
against  the  tender  and  hnmane  people  of  ftitu 

Is  thia  right,  is  this  Jnst,  that  aE  oarrighh 
shoold  be  urns  bartered  away  nndw  a  Trnl^ 
making  power  f  If  It  is  so,  and  itmnat  be! 
dreadftil,  dreadfbl,  indeed,  must  be  the  ai 
of  fntm«  generations  of  America,  imda  b 
operation  of  this  Government ;  for  any  ok  rf 
them,  or  all  together,  I  wonid  resort  to  sn  n- 
ftal  national  ori^  sooner  thnn  sonnd  the  trum- 
pet of  war,  and  let  the  banners  of  blood  kum 
upon  the  earth. 

Ur.  "WauAMB  aald,  that  vnriona  apaam)iii 
been  delivered  npon  the  variovm  anbjecte  ifirrfr- 
ed  in  the  Treaty.  He  should  take  the  "Sbalj 
of  stating  to  the  committee  his  sentimenta  a 
the  occasion,  and  then  ihqnire  into  the  jt&S 
or  impolicy  of  carrying  the  Treaty  into  ^ecI 
Bat,  in  the  firrt  i^ace,  he  oonodved  it  to  b»  ne- 
oeesary  to  take  a  view  of  its  origin,  the  diviaoi^ 
and  party  diasenEioDB  which  men  preisiM— 
the  critical  postore  ot  oar  aShirv,  the  depnd*- 
tiona  committed  on  onr  commerce,  and  the  jer- 
babUity  of  a  war. 

Let  ns,  ssid  Ur.  W.,  take  a  Tiev  of  tbe  dabsta 
of  that  Honse  in  the  year  ir»8  and  If  Mjindl* 
believed  it  wonld  he  discovered  that  if  the  toa- 
neea  of  negotiatjon  had  not  taken  plsee,  t^ 
oonntry  mnst  have  been  involved  in  a  wsr.  U 
wonld  l>0  remembered,  that  a  gtaidenisii  frm 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Madisoh,)  on  the  SA  of  Jsoiir;, 
ITM,  laid  on  the  table  of  this  Honse  sevairtj 
solntaons.  The  object  of  which  was  to  «™f'' 
Briton  to  c(»ne  to  some  terms  of  aocommad*- 
tion,  and  to  prevent  ftirther  depredslicu  o 


Afler  a  dlsonsaion  cf  several  weeks,  the  M 
reeolntion,  which  was  for  imposing  an  ia&- 
tional  dnty  on  the  importation  of  a  giest  nn«^ 
of  mannfaotorea  from  nationa  havuig  no  CtMO- 
merdal  Treaty  with  the  United  StaKs  *« 
agreed  to  by  a  small  mrioritr.  Britaiii  W, 
aald  he,  ever  anoe  the  end  <^  tin  war,  d«ui)w 
entering  into  any  Oommerdal  Ti'^^^Ti'J  ?^ 
In  the  mean  time,  the  danger  fttnn  BntJA  ^ 
predations  angmentod  with  sneh  miditf  tw 
those  reeolntions  beosinelnBnfficient,h}'  r^Mj^ 
the  seiinreofan  immense  namber<a  onr  nsoi, 
in  oonae^nence  of  instmotiiHU  that  hid  ten 
given  by  the  British  lDni»try(Biflw«6«J™' 
vember,  1798 ;  and  other  reMdntions  wffs  tw 
moved  for  the  seqaestration  of  British  ptofepji 
bat  the  reenlt  was  an  embai^  and  [Keot>»^ 

Was  it  not  then  urged  by  membew  of  tli" 
Honse  that  the  British  nation  refused  to  n^ 
tiate  with  thrant  It  was,  indeed,  rapj**^  J 
wonld  be  attended  with  oonaiderable  M"''" 
ties,  and  that  a  conMderable  class  of  d^ 
lei  the  oonseqnenoes  be  what  tifll  W^ 
wonld  not  be  saliffied  with  the  itgao-  °^ 
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■  thought  h«Bt  to  idopt  the  t 


Bnt,  Mud  Mr.  W.,  let  na  walTe  thli  nbjmt, 
md  inquire  if  nesotiation  had  &iled,  vbether 
rar  would  not  hava  been  the  ooBseqnenoe? 
3an  it  be  Bopposed  that,  after  the  Britidi  h«d 
nminittcd  «ertali)  apoli^iniB  en  onr  comnMToe ; 
iftortbeb  Order  of  the  6th  of  November,  1708; 
rfCer  the  declaration  of  Lotd  Doraheeter  to  the 
isdifuii,  that  war  wooU  not  have  ftJlowedl 
Hie  nationBl  pride  of  Great  Britain  ooold  not 
■are  yielded  to  compnlBlon  withont  Hclf-deen- 
Ution ;  and  it  wonld  be  remembered,  too,  Uint 
Hrh  the  relation  in  which  the  two  eonntries  have 
ftood  to  each  oUter,  it  most  have  cost  mcs'e  to 
he  pride  of  Britiin  to  have  lec^ved  the  law 
Wnn  ua  than  from  any  otbiei  pow^.  And  if 
rv  had  been  the  consequence,  how  were  we  to 
lave  recovered  the  amount  o{  the  Bpolialione 
lommitted  on  the  property  of  onr  mercbantst 
low  were  we  to  act  f  Were  wo  to  demand  witii- 
^etiont  Jffehaveno protection toonroommerce, 
md  therefore  the  British  can  at  any  time  ar- 
981  it  without  addilionol  expenae  to  themselves, 
wvli^  near  600  vesseli  of  war  at  command. 

What  had  been  our  Bitnation  ever  since  the 
Mgotiatioii!  Have  we  not,  aaid  he,  been  one 
d  the  happieet  natlone  upon  earth  T  Yet  we 
re  abont  to  oppoee  the  neoeeeary  iq)propriatiMiB 
o  carry  into  effect  that  Treaty  whiah  hath  been 
be  means  of  keeping  .ns  in  a  BeQtmlity,  and 
hereby  hazard  a  war  which  may  be  our  rain. 

But,  if  wo  arrest  the  Treaty  by  refosing  to 
nshe  the  necessary  appropriations,  can  we  enp- 
KJBC  Great  Britoin  will  carry  the  Treaty  into 
'fi'ect  on  lier  part  ?  It  would  be  inooiisiatent  to 
hint  BO.  Great  Britain  was  certainly  acqnalnt- 
id  with  what  was  ^ing  on  within  these  walla, 
md  would  reftse  to  rfve  up  the  posts  at  the 
ime  apeciSed.  Who  had  been  the  oanse  of  the 
HMtS  being  HO  long  kept  from  the  United  Btstesf 
Hie  Btate  of  New  Tork  had  been  too  long  kept 
torn  ilsJuBt  dne;  that  State  had  not  prevented 
be  Britub  from  obtaiaing  their  debt,  and  the 
teapte  now  looted  with  aniiona  expectation  to 
be  time  when  the  posts  were  to  be  given  up, 
rhey  were,  at  pre^nt,  condderably  tlanned, 
est  the  British  Treaty  should  not  be  carried 
Dto  effect  He  had  received  letters  that  mom- 
1^  from  some  of  hie  coiwtitueBtH,  who  were 
itKew  York,  endeavoring  to  sell  their  prodnce 
tar  a  unmber  of  the  farmers  in  that  part  of  the 
loontry  which  he  came  from,  did  not  sell  their 
irodoce  to  the  merchant^  but  attended  the 
naricet  with  it  thomsolTcs.}  They  write  the 
■rice  of  flour  had  already  fallen  three  dollars  a 
wrrel,  and  wheat  four  Bhillings  per  bnahel. 
Tlio  were  to  be  the  loeera,  under  tlieee  cireum- 
tanoesl  The  farmers.  Who  had  the  moat 
irodace  to  kH  ?  The  &rmerB  in  the  State  of 
few  York.  The  othw  day  a  resohition  was 
ajtd  upon  our  teble,  propoang  to  lay  an  em- 
largo  on  the  exportation  of  ootd.  This,  if  tt 
lad  been  agreed  to,  wonid  have  had  an  in  ~  ~ 
liate  effect  on  the  Stete  of  New  York. 

'What  was  the  effeet  (tf  the  «mbano  lu  17M  t 
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itb  reepect  to  th^  present  proceed- 
ings. If  merchante  oannot  get  insurance,  will 
they  nend  their  veeaela  out  ?  No ;  and  tliey  will 
certainly  give  no  more  produce  than  they  can 
sell  their  articles  for,  with  a  trade  profit 

The  great  o^ection  agamst  the  Treaty  was, 
that  payment  tor  the  negroes  which  were  car- 
ried away  by  the  Brit^h,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  was  not  provided  for.  It  appears  thatlhia, 
at  best,  w^u  a  donbtM  point.  General  Carlton, 
previous  to  his  leaving  Kew  York  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  when  the  negroes  were  do- 
manted  of  him,  uSi,  that  many  ekves  had 
been  dedored  free  by  his  predeoesaors  before 

<-' arrival;  over  these,  he  said,  he  neithw 

1  nor  could  aasnme  any  control.  He 
ooneldered  them  ae  at  Uberty  to  go  to  any  part 
<^  the  world  which  Qiey  thought  proper.  He 
was  miwilling  to  snppoee  that  the  British  Uin- 
istry  could  stipulate^  by  any  Treaty,  to  make 
themselves  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of 
public  fitith  to  peo^e  of  any  color.  He  con- 
adered  restoration,  where  inseparable  from  a 
violation  of  that  aith,  w,  in  itself  ntteriy  im- 
praetieable. 

It  was  aoknoide^ed  by  every  gentleman  that 
the  Treaty  of  1?S8  was  broken  by  the  TTnited 
States ;  and,  if  so,  what  could  their  n^otiator 
do  I  The  British  Government  would  not  oom« 
into  the  same  terms  as  the  Treaty  of  1783,  in 
and  meaning  of  the  eentleman  fhmi 
Virginia,  nor  would  they  admit  that  that  Treaty 
ocHnpeUed  them  to  give  np  or  make  restitution 
'  the  negroes.  Their  negotiator,  thus  situated, 
donbt  concluded  that  the  smonnt  of  the 

^TOta  was  not  an  object  which  ought  to  pro- 
vent  a  negotiation  so  derirable  at  that  tune, 
and  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations.  Tha 
Treaty  of  1788  bad  been  violated.  Here  Kr. 
W.  quoted  several  authorities,  among  wU<di 
was  MarteiCt  Law  of  Nations :  "  The  violation 
of  rate  article  only  of  B  Treaty,  l^  one  party, 
may,  at  leart  enocfleaively,  give  the  o&er  a  ri^ 
to  violate  the  whole  T>«aty,  aniees  this  right 
has  been  formally  rtmoanoed.'* 

The  United  States  having  violated  that  Trea- 


the  negotiation  had  not  been  attended  with 

beneflckl  conaeqnenoes  to  this  ooontry  t    Was 

not  peace  the  most  to  be  desired,  espedally  in 

present  dtnatioul     Had  not  the  manager* 


occanon  of  onr  wealth  and  prosperity!  And 
having  now  entered  into  a  Treaty  with  Spain, 
Algiers,  and  Notdves,  let  ua  carry  that  with 
Great  Brit^  into  eSeot,  and  secure  to  ns  peace 
wiHi  all  the  world. 
Wbm  Mr.  WiLUANB  bad  concluded — 
Mr.  Htuaouan  rose  and  s^,the  sntject  now 
under  oonatderatiMi  waa  one  of  the  flrst  in 
magnkiide  he  had  ever  been  called  to  deliberote 
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ttpoD,  and  that  tlie  dronmaUnoef  under  which 
It  oame  up  were  pocoliar,  fur  prevloiis  to  the 
Treaty's  being  either  promulgated  or  known,  a 
hne-aml-crf  had  been  raised,  aod  the  pr^adioes 
of  the  people  as  mnoh  as  poauble  «idted  against 
it  and  be  oonfeiMd  it  had  not  been  without  Its 
effect  gpou  hia  own  mind.  Whan  the  Treatj 
came  oat,  ther«fbre,  he  was  led  to  eumine  it 
with  atteotioB,  oompare  it  with  our  Treaties 
with  other  nationa,  and  those  between  Qreat 
Brit^  and  other  nations ;  the  reealt  of  this 
tnqiur^  waa,  that  he  found  that  do  pririle^  or 
advantage  given  by  Great  Britain  to  the  other 
nations  was  withhdd  fhun  ns ;  that  advantages 
were  secnred  to  na  which  were  eqfojed  b;  no 
other  nation,  nor  even  bj  her  own  snbjeots: 
ttiat  we  gave  lier  little  that  was  not  enjojed  b^ 
ever;  other  nation ;  and,  on  the  whole,  that  it 
was  as  good  a  Treaty  as  we  had  a  right  to  ei- 
peot,  and  as  he  had  ever  expected  to  obtain. 
He  was  sensible  Hirnt  pr^ndioe,  whk^  like  a 
■eotiDel  at  the  door  of  the  hanian  mind  to  keep 
ont  trnth  and  argument,  bad  Indaeed  man; 
good  citisens  of  the  United  &UtM  at  first  to  be 
owoaed  to  the  Treat?,  who,  npon  being  pre- 
vailed on  to  give  it  a  more  candid  euuninatlon, 
had  drolared  in  bvor  of  it ;  bnt  be  hoped  the 
Bepreaentativea  of  the  people,  called  to  decide 
<Hi  a  qnestioD  which  might  affect  the  dearest 
interests  of  millions,  wonld,  as  mnob  as  poari- 
ble,  divest  tfaenuelves  of  prdndice  and  paMion : 
to  do  it  entirely,  he  believed,  was  impcraelble. 

The  first,  and,  If  well-foonded,  the  most  im- 
portant objection  which  he  had  heard  made 
agMnst  the  Treaty  was,  that  a  claim  ibr  nteraea 
and  other  property  carried  away  from  Raw 
York  bad  been  whoUy  overlooked  or  ^ven  np  b  j 
onr  innister.  Here,  be  aud,  he  was  senuble  any 
argument  he  mlKht  adduce'  woold  l>e  oppoeed 
by  the  party  oioniona  formed  at  the  time — when 
Judging  in  onr  own  case,  and  when  we  felt  a 
great  degree  of  sensibility  for  the  loesea  and 
ujnriee  we  had  recently  experienced.  Be  was 
not  nnapprised  that  Oongreea  had  claimed  that 
the  constmction  of  the  7th  article  of  the  Treaty 
was  snoh  as  to  reqnire  the  delivering  np  of  the 
negroes,  and  had  passed  the  resolntion  read  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr.  Hiath,)  and 
thatthatofdnioDhad,nithDQtexaminatian,  been 
implicitly  followed  by  many  respectable  charac- 
ters i  but  he  hoped  at  this  distance  of  time,  he 
misht  expect  a  candid  hearing,  whilst  he  ex- 
oimned  their  arguments  and  the  law  of  nationa, 
to  which  alone  resort  can  be  bad  to  dedde 
difibrenoes  between  sovereign  and  independent 
nations.  To  his  mind  they  were  oonclanve 
that  we  had  not  a  well-founded  claim ;  to  every 
mind,  he  believed,  they  would  render  the  claim 
at  least  doobtfoL 

Bis  first  inquiry,  be  sud,  should  be,  whether 
negroes  were  to  be  oonMdered  as  property  f 
This,  he  believed,  innst  be  admitted :  they  were 
tbns  recc^nized  by  the  artlde  itself  which  says 
"  negroea  or  other  property."  Notocs  being 
mentioned  amounts  only  to  a  speclfioBtion  of 
one  kind  of  proper^ ;  aa,  in  the  oonstitution,  it 


saya  "  caidtation  or  other  direct  taxes,"  whU 
is  a  oonclouve  recognition  that  &  c^HtaliaB  ts 
is  a  direct  tax,  within  the  meuiing  al  the  ecM- 
etitntjon.  Upon  no  other  ennnid  tlun  thstf 
prc^rty  oonld  the  United  St«t«s  ctwin  iha*; 
aa  men,  they  had  a  right  to  go  where  tky 
pleased.  Onr  commissioners,  at  the  time  tf 
the  embarkation,  had  no  hesitatiofi  in  dediiiif 
that  they  considered  "  negroeo;,  hordes,  airi 
other  property,"  as  being  pretnaely  on  the  saaa 
footing,  and  selected  a  claim  for  a  horse  as  erne 
of  the  strongest  that  ooald  be  fonnd  to  entnta 


iliance  with  this  constrnction  of  the  art)- 


The 


claim  was  in  these  words : 


rat  of  hia  ittbla  is 

Couu^,  aeth  Fshniuy,  1780, 

ooDvavBd  by  the  p"*^  *^  itoie    mm   to   m.  WB 

BritiA  post,  ia  WatclHster  Connty,'  when  bi  ba 

caoa  bem  detaiaad ;  ■>  that  Hr.  Tandertrai^  ooril 

DM  Memer  him  again.   Tbs  hone  a  now  ia  the  p«- 

MMioaaf  CoL  Jmdm  DeLumcy,  of  du^ei^,  &«■ 

wIkkd  Hr.  Yandtfrburgh  baa  demainded  hau,  ud  aka 

refnaaa  to  daliTSr  him  to  Hr.  VmDdeibaTglL.* 

In  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  Gcwnl 
Wasbihoton,  on  this  sulject,  they-  asiy : 

"In  the  intarvisw  betnen  On  ISA  and  31^ 
Dombara  applied  to  na  for  a  rsititalioii  of  thai  w 
KTDM  and  Mber  property  in  the  prMim  iilm  of  otbH^ 
but  w«  aoppaand  it  moat  aligible  to  defer  a  tvqnialMB 
till  a  clear  nneqiuTooal  cub,  aimiLu-  to  that  of  lb. 
Vaudarbar^'a,  ofaen  the  proofa  wei«  u  band  aid 
not  embatruaed  with  the  cinnmutauces  of  a  npon 
in  war  or  other  preteDoea  onder  which  prapotj  ■ 
withtield  liare,  aboold  prea«iit  itself;  ■eosible  tlutif 
t«atitatiou  wu  deoied  in  ancfa  aa  iuitance,  it  winM 
Inavitahly  be  in  eveiy  other." 

It  therefore  appears  clear  that  negroes,  boni^ 
and  other  property,  were,  by  tbia  artide,  placed 
npon  the  same  footing,  and  that  it  was  as  moefa 
a  violation  of  the  Treaty  to  carry  awaj  a  hofM 
as  a  negro. 

He  next  proceeded  to  inqaire  what  wn  dN 
ritaation  of  this  property,  and  in  whom,  aeeoid- 
ing  to  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  vested  a>  tli« 
timeofezeontingthe  Treaty!  This  point,  he  add, 
Mr.  JarriBBoM  had  fully  settled  to  his  hand,  aid 
readout  of  his  ooUection  the  following  eitracts: 

"  We  no*  come  together  (lays  Mr.  Jellenon)  tn 
DOuaideT  that  inatnunent  irfaich  wu  to  heal  ow 
vonada,  and  be^D  a  new  chapter  in  onr  histor.  Tie 
Kate  in  wliich  they  found  thioga  is  to  be  cixuiderad 
aa  rightful ;  ao  laya  the  l^w  of  Natiqas. —  VaOtL  TU 
atate  in  which  tbinga  are  round  at  tia  m<KiiBnt  sf  ^ 
Treaty,  ibonld  bs  comidered  aa  lawful,  and  if  it  il 
meant  to  meka  any  diange  in  it  the  Treaty  mat 
eipreaaly  mention  it.  C<Hi>eqDenllj,  aH  thlnge^bort 
which  the  Treaty  ia  aHent,  miut  remain  in  the  lOM 
in  which  they  are  found  at  iU  conclnuon. — B/tt. 
Since  it  ia  a  condition  of  war  that  enemies  may  la 
deprived  of  all  their  riglita,  it  ia  reasooable  that  emy 
thing  of  an  enemy'a,  fonnd  among  hia  cncmiei,  riudd 
chnnga  iti  owner*,  and  go  to  the  Trsamij.  R  ia 
monoTer  nanally  directed  in  all  daclaiatiaoa  ef  wi^ 
that  the  gooda  of  enemies,  a*  well  thoae  fbnnd  iniag 
na  Bi  thoaa  taken  in  war,  ahalt  be  cxutfiacated.' 

These  authorities  he  said,  oleariy  proved  tbit 
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til  negroea  and  other  property  which  in  the 
30UTM  of  the  WOT  had  been  Ukon,  or  in  aoj 
irav  had  Mien  into  the  handi  of  the  Britieh, 
ud  ahined  their  owner,  and  were  no  longer 
heproperty  of  the  AmericftD  inhahitantB.  In  the 
law  of  negroes,  the  British  Commander-in- 
i/hief  had  exercised  the  highest  act  of  owner- 
ihip,  hy  manumitting  snoh  of  them  as  ehoald 
tonform  to  certun  atipnlations,  pointed  oat  in 
u»  proclatnation.      If  any  change  was  intended 

0  have  been  made  by  the  Treaty  in  the  dr- 
inmstanoes  of  these  negroes,  and  it  had  been 
ntended  they  should  he  again  returned  into 
Kindnge,  there  'wottld  have  been  some  express 
itipniation  to  that  effect  in  the  Treaty.  The 
ffordsare,  "and  withont  canslng  any  destmo- 
ioD,  or  oarrying  away  any  negroes  or  other 
iropertj  of  the  American  inhabitants,  withdraw 
dl  his  armies,"  &a.  There  is  nothing  that  iadl- 
«tes  Ihe  least  intention  that  this  article  should 
tave  a  retrospective  operation.  It  can  only 
elate  to  property  then  belonging  to  the  Amen- 
«n  inhabitants.  Vherever  any  article  was 
ntended  to  have  a  retrospective  operation, 
ome  ezpreasion  is  used  that  clearly  shows  suob 
atention.  In  this  same  article,  speaking  of  de- 
ivering  up  records,  deeds,  Ac,  these  words  are 
4ded,  *'  which  in  the  coarse  of  the  war  may 
lave  fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  officers,"  die. 
a  the  1th  article,  "  debts  heretofore  contract- 
id."  Any  other  constraction  woald  have  re- 
[Dired  the  restoration  of  vessels  which  had  been 
aken  from  the  Americans,  and  were  then  in 
Hew  York,  under  the  term  "  other  property," 
IS  well  as  negroes  and  horses.  If  any  n^roes 
IT  Other  property,  in  the  possession  of  ihb 
American  inhatHtanta  at  or  afler  signing  the 
ireliminary  articles,  were  carried  off,  it  was  no 
lonbt  a  violation  of  the  Treaty,  but  he  had  not 
inderstood  that  they  reC^ued  to  deliver  np  pro- 
lerty  of  that  description,  or  that  snch  property 
ras  carried  off  to  any  great  amonnt. 

Bnt  this  matt«r  does  not  rest  only  on  thwe 
■eing  no  words  in  the  Treaty  which  can  be  con- 
t^ned  to  have  a  retrospective  operation,  bnt  it 

1  fairly  to  be  inferred  from  the  papers  oontain- 
d  in  this  same  collection  of  Mr,  Jx.vykbkis, 
bat  it  waa  so  nnderstood  by  the  negotiators ; 
or,  in  the  oonrse  of  that  negotiation,  it  sppears 
0  have  been  a  primary  olject  with  the  British 
Gnister  to  obtam  restitntiun  of  the  Tory  estates, 
r  oompeosation  for  them.  They  almost  made 
MM  qva  fion,  and  a  refusal  to  comply  had 

rell-nigb  broken  off  the  negotiation ;  and  to 
idnoe  the  British  Minister  to  relinqoish  that 
rticls,  our  commissioners  brought  in  a  riaim 
ye  negroes  and  other  property  which  had  been 
iken,  and  towns  and  villages  which  had  been 


"  YoD  may  ismembtr,  diat  from  the  vaij  begiii- 


Refi^gu,  who  have  t>L«a  put  with  Oimt  Britain  in 
the  prewnt  war ;  ar  IT  the  proper^  bad  bMo  reuld, 
■nd  passed  into  soch  vuie^  M  bands  as  to  lender 
the  raitoixtion  impracticable,  (which  von  assert  to  be 
tlifl  case  in  traay  inrtiuices,)  you  snonld  stfpaUte 
tor  ■  competuBtioD  or  Indemnlflcation  to  Oran  per- 
sons sdeqnsiB  to  their  losses.  To  thow  pnpositloas, 
you  said,  yon  could  not  soeeda,  Mr.  Stwibsy,  nnaa 
his  arriTal  at  Puis,  has  moM  iVeODOUsIy  JMMd  ma 
in  insstii^  upon  the  njd  restitution,  compeuutiaa, 
or  imlemnification,  utd  in  laying  bsrore  you  ere^ 
argmnent  in  farot  cJ  the  demandi,  fimnded  dd  na- 
tionil  honor,  sjid  aprai  (he  true  prijKJples  of  jostioa. 
Those  Jematids  you  mn<t  have  undentood  to  extend, 
not  only  to  all  peisons  of  the  above-mentioiwd  de- 
scHption  who  hftve  fled  to  Eniope,  bnt  likewise  to  aQ 
those  who  may  now  be  In  mj  part  rf  North  America, 
dwelling  tinder  the  pntection  of  His  Majesty's  arm, 
or  otbRwiee.  We  have  also  indstod  on  a  mnlnal 
stipniation  for  a  general  amnesty  on  both  (idea,  oom- 
pnhendlng  thereby  an  enlaigemstit  of  all  penoot 
who,  on  account  oi  oflbnoea  committied,   or  auppoead 

ties,  may  now  be  in  confinament,  and  fbr  an  inune- 
diate  repossession  of  their  propertieB  and  peaoeabla 

enjoyment  thereof,  onder  the  Gavenunent  oftha  Unit- 
ed Stataa,  To  this  yon  bara  not  ^ven  a  paitioulai 
and  direct  answer.  It  is,  however,  incnmbeot  ai 
me,  as  Cammiseiooer  of  the  King  of  Great  Bribun, 
to  repeat  the  several  demands,  and  without  going 
over  those  ergnmaoti  npon  paper,  which  we  have  so 
often  niged  In  caDveraation,  to  press  your  tmmedlals 
atten^on  to  these  subjects,  and  to  urge  you  to  enter 
into  proper  stipulations  Jbr  their  restitution,  compen- 
sation, and  amnesty,  b«fare  we  prooeed  fhrther  in 
this  negotiatian.* 

To  which  our  commissioners  retnmed  the 
following  answer : 

"  In  answer  to  the  letter  yon  did  n*  the  bmor  to 
write  on  the  llh  iostMit,  we  beg  leave  to  repeat  what 
we  often  said  in  oonvcrsation,  vb  :  that  the  restnra- 
tioti  of  snch  of  the  estates  oT  Ihe  retdgees  as  have 
been  oonGsoated,  ii  impracticable,  becaoH  they  wet* 


have  passed  by  lenl  titles  thnogb  sc 
handa.  Besides,  sir,  as  this  is  a  matter  eridesitly 
appertaining  to  the  Internal  policy  <^  the  aqiarats 
States,  the  Confma,  by  the  nature  of  our  eonstitalioD, 
have  no  anthon^  to  interfere  with  it  As  to  yoot 
demand  of  oompensation  Co  those  penons,  w«  forlMar 
enumerating  our  reasons  fbr  thinking  it  ili-fbnnded. 
In  the  moment  of  conciliatory  OTertures,  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  call  oertain  KteDes  into  view,  over  which 
a  variety  of  CO  nsiderationiihoald  induce  both  parties 
at  present  to  draw  a  veiL  Permit  us,  therefbre,  only 
to  npeat,  that  we  cannot  st^inlats  for  such  oonipeo- 
sation,  uideis  on  your  part  it  be  agreed  to  make  rg»> 
titnlioa  to  our  citiienB  tx  the  heavy  losses  they  have 
nwtained bythe  nnneoaaaiy  dealnKtion of  pdvate 
proper^,  wehave  alreadyagreed  l»  an  anmWy 
more  nilfi^^**  dian  jnstia*  required,  and  fall  as  •>• 
tenure  aahnmaoitr  would  demand;  wa  ean  there- 
tbia,  only  repeat,  tWftoanuot  baexttoded  fuithtfc 
We  sbonld  be  sorry,  if  ihe  absoint*  impoiiiblU^  <£ 
our  oomplying  fhruer  with  your  proposrtions,  shonld 
indooe  Great  Britain  to  continue  the  war,  for  the 
sake  of  those  who  caused  and  prolonged  it ;  but,  if 
that  ihaald  be  Che  case,  we  hope  that  the  utmost 
latitude  will  not  be  again  given  to  its  rigors.  What- 
ever may  be  the  Issue  of  this  negotiatian,  be  assned, 
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wily,  and  euidid  tnamwr,  in  which  yon  hars  oon- 
dooted'it" 

In  oonseqiienoe  of  information  from  onr  com- 
niiuioDen  Uitt  the  claim  waa  made  and  pertiiia- 
uonalj  iniiated  on  by  tie  British  Miniater,  CoQ- 
gt^  p«tfMd  the  fuUowing  reeolutiona,  viz : 

••JI>»ii[irf,  lliMdwSacntuy  for  FcnIgB  AilUn 
ba,aiidlMulMi«b7,  dinctad  to  obtam,  ai  «MdUr 

tmovtr  wWoh  haw  baM  oam«d  off  or  ifbojtd  in 
AtoiaineoftlHinrbf  tbacoMnj,  and  to  tnmuit 
the  HOW  la  A*  Uiiditan  PbnipoMntiar/  for  nsgo- 
tUting  pMKJO. 

"  Jftwi™^  That,  in  tha  mean  tune, 
for  Foreign  Affairj  bfonn  th»  nud  Uinwtne, 
muy  thon*nd»  of  ilave^  and  other  property 
wry  irnat  amoont,  haTB  bE«o  carried  off  or  deployed 
brtlManemT,  andlhat,  in  the  optnloo  of  Congrel^ 
the  gnat  Im.  of  pwper^  which  tb.  dliani*  of  the 
Ui^lea  State.  haT»  ta*ma»i  by  th«  -way.  ""B  " 
eoniderad  by  the  eerera]  Statea  a>  an  mnpei^le  Iw 
to  ihrir  meinog  r^tita&ia  or  indamni  filiation  to  the 
fbrvw  owMre  of  prt^jei^  which  ha»  boon  or  may  be 
ferfotml  to,  or  eonfiwnted  by,  any  of  tha  StaMi. 

Dr.  Tsksxum,  in  a  letter  to  the  British  Minis- 
ter, Bays: 


I,  that  it 


to  drop  mil  mention  of  the  refngeea  We  haxe  pn>- 
poied,  indoed,  nothing  bnt  what  we  think  bert  fiir  yon 
mma  a*  onnelTm.  Bnt  if  yoa  wiU  haw  tbom 
naotigMed,  lot  it  ba  in  an  article  wbioh  may  provide 
tttf  Ih^  Adl  exhihit  Moonnti  of  tbor  Icobi  to 
eoDUOiuIooei*  heraafter  to  be  appoiatad,  who  ehall 
esamine  tha  eanw,  together  with  the  acooonte  now 
pnuaHng  in  America  of  ths  dmnBgoi  done  by  them, 
and  ttato  the  wjoomil ;  and  that  if  a  baUnce  appeam 
in  their  faTor,  it  ehall  be  pwd  by  a»  to  yon,  and  by 
jnii  diridod  among  thsm,  ai  yon  ehall  think  proper^ 
And  if  the  balance  ia  found  dne  to  u»,  it  ahall  be 
paid  by  jon.  Gitb  me  leare,  howerer,  to  adriw  yon 
to  prcTent  »o  drodful  •  diecnwion,  by  drorfing  the 
w^cle,  that  we  may  write  to  America  and  itop  the 

The  following  article  was  accord  inglydrawnnp 
and  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  tho  Treaty,  viz : 

"  It  ii  Bgreed  that  Hii  Britannio  Uajee^  will  eai- 
natty  reconmiend  it  to  hii  Parliament  to  proride  for 
and  make  compentatian  to  the  merohanta  and  ihop- 
keepen  of  Boilon,  whoae  goods  and  meioliandiae 
vert  eeiied  and  taken  out  of  the  rtotM,  wirehoneet, 
and  diope,  by  order  of  General  Gage,  and  otben  of 
hii  commapden  or  officon  the™ ;  and  abo  the  inhabi 
tnita  of  Philadelphia,  for  tho  goods  taken  away  by 
U>  army  thote  ;  and  to  make  compen»lion  aUo  ibr 
ibe  tobaoco,  rics,  indigo,  negroee,  fto,  eoized  and 
enrriad  off  by  hia  armie*  nnder  Genwala  Arnold, 
Corawallie,  and  odicia,  ftom  the  Statai  of  Virginia, 
HorA  and  Sooth  Carolina,  and  Geoigia  :  And  alio 
br  aU  *e««U  and  .eargoei  belonging  to  tbo  inhahi- 
tauB  of  the  eaid  United  State*,,  whiuh  ware  etopped, 
•drad,  or  taken,  either  in  the  ports  or  on  the  was,  bj 
hie  Qovemon,  or  by  his  ihipa  of  war,  before  the  de- 
claration of  war  against  tbe  laid  States.  And  it  ii 
farther  egreed  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  aiao 
earnestly  recommeod  it  to  Ml  Parliament  to  make 
compensation  for  nil  the  towns,  villages,  and  ^°^ 
Ijnrat  and  deetroyad  by  hi*  troopi 
Mid  United  State*." 


After  preamng  tbe  matter  to  tlie  vboM  » 
tent,  we  find,  by  Hr.  Ajuxs'a  JoiinMl,tlMa 
the  evening  preTions  to  signing  tbe  Traq^ 
Minister!  on  both  aidee  came  to  the  foDoa^ 

"  TTpon  this  I  leoooDtBd  Um  bastDTy  of  Gea  GifA 
Bgreeoenl  wiA  Qm  inhabitanta  oTBo^ib,  Aet^ 
eboold  imnore  tbeii  eSecte,  open  oonditiiH  On  ^ 
would  emrondet  their  aim* ;  but  aa  ■mm  aa  *•  ■■ 
■aoorad,  ^  goods  w««  hMA  tob*  ami'^ 

wen  finally  cattled  off  in   la^a  |aii*iri"  ■ 

HalifLz.  Dr.  Franklin  menticaad  tha  eaaefHiia 
de^lua,  and  die  carrying  off  eflbcM  duac.  em  !■ 
own  lihimiy.  Mr.  Jay  mentioned  aewaal  otfxT  !*"#: 
and  Mr.  Lamrou  added  the  plunder  in  CVoIba,  i 
Denoe*,  plate,  Ac.  After  boating  all  Aii,  ft 
FItihorbert,  Mr.  Oswald,  and  Mr.  Stacber,  nM 
for  some  time,  and  retnmii^  itr.  Filihwiiert  ^ 
llttt  npon  conmltii^  together,  and  wrigbing  e^ 
Udng  aa  matonly  a*  poeAlo,  Mr.  Stndvy  »**»■ 
■evliad  detennioad  to  idriss  Mr.  OawaU  te  xk 
with  ni  accotdii^  In  Ae  toroB  w«  had  p«ip«i  • 
to  onr  nltimatnm  nspediu  tlM  &hei7.  "' " 
loyaliit*.  According  we  3l  sat  down,  >*•*  " 
the  whole  Tmaty  and  ootreMed  it,  and  tff^  ■ 
meet  to-mcnow  at  0.'i  bonae,  ta  aign  tad  mi  Ik 
Treatiea.' 

Will  any  candid  man  wy,  afU*  reritwiaj 
thue  drcnmstancee,  that  tbe  7th  artidt  n 
meant  to  seonre  the  reatitation  of  negtoes  m 
other  property  taken  in  lie  oonrae  of  lie  w»t 
If  that  had  been  meant,  wonld  it  not  h»»  l«« 
improper  to  have  nrged  it  aa  an  aiJ^J* 
agunst  the  intrt>dnction  of  an  article  Wi" 
would  baTe  snbjected  this  country  to  imnwii 
embarraasmeut  and  expense? 

It  is  true  that  the  United  States  did  di»Il^ 
negroes  and  other  property,  which  hid  fwn 
into  the  hands  of  the  British  prerioos  to  a^ 
ing  the  Treaty.  This  eircnnBtance,  for  * 
reason  he  had  mentioned,  and  others  ibat  ^Vf 
be  snfigested,  oogbt  to  hsTo  very  little  ra^ 
for  it  ia  well  known  that  recriminaUoa  otir» 
lation  of  the  Treaty  soon  commenced  on  b^ 
sides,  and  each  mustered  np  everr  wa™ 
claim ;  many  of  which  havo  since  been  sto* 
ted  on  both  rides  to  be  gronndle«.  A  <^^ 
Hiance  which  strongly  corroborated  '"' J* 
said  was.  Sir  Gny  Carlton's  letter  on  <1^* 
jeet  had  also  been  so  grossly  mi»an<i*'sto«l  urn 
misrepresented,  from  that  time  to  this,  and  ?5 
advanced  by  a  gentleman  on  this  floor.  (^ 
Giles,)  and  even  bj  Mr.  jMrasaos-^  ™ 
instance  departing  from  that  candor  ''''™'*^ 
cOQSpionons  in  almost  every  other  psrt^  I™ 
excellent  performanee-^or,  when  -i*^!^ 
this  sabject,  he  says,  "here  there  vta  *'°'^ 
nneqaivocai,  and  avowed  riolatioo  of  tte  P^ 
of  uie  7th  article,  in  the  first  aonrnt  a  » 
beiug  known."  Mr.  Jbffsmos  hw  P™^ 
copy  of  Sir  Gay  Carlton's  letter  to  G^ 
WisanfOTOif,  which  is  relied  ou  to  ^PP^r, 
aBsertJon,  which  is  so  far  from  q***!^r^ 
language,  that  in  his  opinion,  it  »»'^'™;-_ 
reverse,  and  that  in  a  very  poinW  bobi"- 
His  words  are  :  ^ 

"Imnatooofbw,  that  tho  m*i»  Bff*^""^ 
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the  ICng't  Mburter  oodd  delibentol;  ttipolste  Ic  ft 
TroAtr  an  mgagemcmt  to  be  nulCy  of  a  notoikmi 
Ixre&ca  of  the  pahUc  faith  towardi  pet^la  oT  attj  emo- 
pAeKioD,  Kama  to  dencM  a  lesa  fiiendlr  ditpoailiDn 
tbaiii  I  oonld  wiHh,  and  I  think  leai  Meudlj-  thui 
•w*  mi^it  eipaot  ASter  all,  I  cdIt  gJTS  my  own 
opiniotL  Ereij  otgrt/t  name  ia  ngiitand,  the  mu- 
ter lie  fonnerlj  belraiged  to,  with  nch  other  diDnm- 
atsncM  aa  ntm  Io  danola  hit  ralae,  that  it  may  be 
ac^nstadbjcompeiMation,  If  that  waatMllj  the  inten- 
tion and  meaoiog  of  the  Ti«^f.  Re«torati[ni  wai 
Inseparable  from  a  braaoh  of  pnblio  fUth,  and  is,  aa  I 
tbtn^  wH  the    mtrfd  mtut  allow,  nttnlj  impracti- 

G«a.  W*8HiiraTON,  at  tLbat  time,  seemed  di^- 
eUned  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  salyect^  bat 
intimated  the  propriet;  of  leaving  anji  doobtAd 
olAoee  of  the  Treaty  to  be  eettied  bj  fatare  ne- 
gotiation ;  for  in  a  letter  from  him  to  onr  oom- 
missionerB  in  New  Yoric,  dated  Jn&e,  1788,  who 
had  written  to  him  for  partioolar  and  pointed 
instractions  on  this  very  satyeo^  there  i«  this 
passage: 

**  It  ii  eiDMding  diiBonK  Ibr  me,  not  heing  a  wit- 
neaa  to  the  particular  caiea,  or  aoqnunted  witli  the 
p«rticiilar  circnmstuicoi  which  mtut  fall  UDder  your 
view  in  the  ooniee  of  the  eracnation,  to  give  yon  a 
predM  definitioD  of  the  acta  which  yoa  are  to  tepre- 
■ent  aa  infnctiona  of  tlie  Treaty;  nor  can  I  under- 
taie  to  give  an  oSdal  oonaCmcCiooof  any  particnlar 
expieuiou  or  taima  of  the  Ti«a^,  which  moat,  in 
caaea  of  ambinii?  or  different  intatpretalioni,  be 
explained  by  (tie  Sovereisntifa  of  the  two  Dations,  n 
dkeir  commladoneia  appointed  for  that  poipoae." 

A  letter  drawn  np  with  great  cantion  and  ez- 
tr«melj  oharacteristio  of  uiat  great  man,  who 
has  alwa^  been  eztremel;  cai«ft]]  never  to 
oommit  h'Tnaulf,  bnt  npon  mature  deliberation 
and  upon  anre  groaud.  Here,  Sjr  Ony  Oarlton, 
■a  a  pnblio  ofBcer  of  Great  Britain,  had  made 
an  explicit  declaration  on  the  gnbject.  and  that 
▼00  directly  agonal  onr  daims ;  for  hia  direct- 
ing an  inventory  of  the  negroes,  waa  only  an 
•videnoe  of  his  being  dispoaed  to  oondact  can- 
didly In  the  matter,  and  give  na  an  opportnnlty 
to  recover  a  compenaatioii,  if  we  ooold  alt«r- 
wards  make  ont  our  oonatmotion  of  the  Trea^ 


it  is  admitted,  as  a  aonnd  mle  of  oonatmction, 
that  where  any  taw  or  Instrament  ia  donbtftil, 
and  the  liberty  of  any  one,  even  of  a  slave,  to 
be  affected  by  it,  that  oon^tmctjon  was  to  be 

Eferred  which  was  fovorable  to  liberty.  XJn- 
this  rule,  onght  this  Treaty  to  be  bo  con- 
■tmed  as  to  rednoe  to  slavery  three  thousand 
persoDB  who  had  obtained  their  liberty,  by  put- 
ting themaelvea  under  the  protection  of  the 
Britidi  arms,  nnleaa  there  was  some  positive 
unequivocal  atipulation  ia  the  Treaty  which 
could  admit  of  no  other  constmotion,  he  hoped, 
tot  the  honor  of  America,  they  would  make 
no  such  chatlenge.  There  was  another  circnm- 
ttance  which  he  had  never  aeon  mentioned, 
whldi,  in  his  opinion,  greatly  weakened  onr 
elaime,  which  was  the  doubts  he  entart^ned  of 


our  right  to  demand  of  a  foreign  nation  tha 
restitution  of  a  runaway  slave.  The  United 
Statee  are  now  at  peace  with  all  the  world ; 
sappoae  a  slave  should  esc^e  into  the  domin- 
ions of  a  foreign  nation,  ana  on  demand  they 
shonldreftise  to  deliver  him  up?  he  very  matu 
donbted  whether  we  should  have  Joat  gronnd 
of  complaint.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  of 
our  citizens  may  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  re- 
dnced  to  slavery  by  any  of  the  Barbary  powers 
in  AfHoa,  should  make  their  escape  into  the 
dominions  of  any  of  the  European  nations,  and 
upon  being  d^med  by  snch  powers,  shonld  be 
deliveo^  np,  he  did  believe  we  shonld  have 
good  ground  of  complaint  against  such  nation, 
as  beioK  ui^iist  and  inhumane.  And,  so  far  as 
princiide  ia  ooaoemed,  what  difference  does  it 
mak*  whether  the  dtizena  of  the  United  Stataa 
are  eiirled  into  slavery  in  Airica,  or  the  inhah- 
itanta  of  Africa  are  brought  into  slavery  ia  the 
United  Stateal  He  knew  of  no  prinoipla 
that  made  a  difference  between  the  natural 
rights  of  a  white  or  black  man.  The  first  prin- 
oiple  that  la  lud  down  in  the  rights  (^  man,  is, 
that  all  men  are  bom  free  and  equal ;  it  doea 
not  say  all  vhiU  men.  He  did  not  believe,  he 
Nud,  that  the  House  would  ever  admit  eo  absurd 
a  doctrine,  as  that  the  difibrent  ahades  in  a 
man's  complexion  would  increaae  or  diminiah 
his  natural  rights.  He  hoped  no  gentleman 
wonld  take  any  exception  to  what  he  had  said 
on  this  point ;  be  did  not  mean  to  give  offence, 
or  to  tlirow  any  refiection  on  any  part  of  the 
Union,  on  account  of  their  having  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  davee.  It  was  an  evil  which  existed 
at  the  commencement  of  our  RevolutioiL  and 
ha  trusted  every  part  of  the  Union  would  grt 
rid  of  the  evil  as  soon  as  it  should  be  praotioa- 
ble  and  safe.  What  he  had  said,  was  only  what 
be  felt  himself  bound  to  do  in  justifioation  of 
our  Miniatw  for  hia   having  given    np  that 

Mr.  HiLLHOcax  reqneeted  gentlemen  to  pause 
a  moment,  and  reflect  what  will  be  onr  dtna- 
tion  if  this  Treaty  is  rdect«d.  The  peace  of 
1788  is  agreed  on  both  mdea  to  have  been  in- 
fracted, mnoe  that  Great  Britwn  has  committed 
depredations  on  our  oommeroe  to  an  immense 
amonnL  la  it  snppoaad  that  all  this  matter  can 
go  off  without  any  noise  or  combnsdont  As  to 
treating  again,  no  one  can  soppose  that  we  could 
do  it  to  any  advantage,  after  such  rejection. 
What  may  Qreat  Britain  expect,  if  we  will  not 
settle  our  diffbrenoes  by  negotiation  t  Will  she 
not  expect  that  we  shall  resort  to  more  violent 
measures — eueh  as  reprisal,  sequeetration,  or 
stopping  of  intercourse  t  And  to  guard  her- 
self agunst  such  measorea,  may  we  not  expect 
she  ximl  lay  her  hand  npon  all  our  property  on 
the  ocean  t  He  said  he  looked  upon  snob  events 
as  the  natural  oonsequencee  of  our  r^eeting  tha 
Treaty.  What  may  we  expect  will  be  the  con- 
duct of  onr  own  citiiena  f  Will  they  tamely 
submit  to  be  robbed  of  their  property,  when 
they  loae  all  hi^m  of  aid  or  prutectioa  from  tha 
Qovemmentt    They  will  not;  they  will  defend 
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it  aTen  to  the  iboddtDg  et  hUtoi ;  ud  not  onlj 
•0,  but  ib«j  wiU  tlM  t>k«  ever^  opportnnit; 
tiiej  have  to  maks  reprlMl  for  the  property 
&»j  b«T«  Blrcadr  lott  npon  tbote  who  did  them 
th«  i^Jnrr,  wheuer  they  belong  to  one  lution 
or  tnother.  Wbat  he  uk«d,  oonld  be  the  end 
of  all  these  thiogi  but  war  t 

WxDinsDAT,  April  20. 
Trtatf  mth  Great  Britain. 

The  HoTue  then  rewriTtd  ilMlf  into  «  Oom- 
mlttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  italA  of  the  TJnion, 
>nd  th«  raeolntion  for  ourying  the  British 
Treaty  into  effect,  bdns  onder  oon^dendon, 

Mr.  PAom  a^d,  that  ne  bad  heard  do  ar^- 
menta  in  fbror  of  the  Tcsolnticm  before  the  com- 
mittee, bat  nich  as  might  be  naed  to  inflnenoe  a 
vote  at  any  other  time,  and  upon  almoat  any  oo- 
eadon;  for  we  are  told  that  var,  or  popular 
discontent,  and  ^eat  incooTenienoe  and  dia- 
treai  to  merohanta,  underwriters,  and  others, 
will  be  the  conseqnence  of  its  rejection.  If 
such  threats  can  infiuenoe  this  House  upon  the 
present  oocauon,  an  onhappy  and  inortifyiDg 
oomp^iaon  nuty  be  made  between  the  Cowws 
of  ITTt,  and  tliat  of  the  preaent  day.  They 
despised  and  eDCoantered  the  dangers  of  war 
aotoally  oommenoed.  He  wUhed,  whe&  ntem- 
bera  were  diapoeed  U>  mentioo  their  fears  of 
snoh  dangera,  they  would  first  clear  the  galle- 
ries; for  such  ootnmaDieationB  ooght  to  be 
secret.  Did  members  really  believe  that  Great 
Bril^n  will  deoUre  war  aguust  the  Dnit»d 
States,  if  this  House  should  refuse  t«  be  aocee- 
■ary  to  the  fiolstion  of  the  constitution,  the  de- 
struction of  their  own  rights,  of  the  rights  of 
neutral  DStions,  and  of  the  interests  of  their  oon- 
■tituentat  If  they  do  believe  this,  is  their 
belief  founded  on  conjecture  alone,  or  on  the 
negotiator's  declaration,  that  the  British  Kinia- 
tecs  threatened  him  with  war,  declaring  that 
war  should  be  the  oonseqaenoe  of  a  rqjeotion  of 
the  Treaty  I  If  the  latter  be  the  case,  and 
nothing  leas  oan  Justify  moh  repeated  a^ertion 
tliat  wsr  will  be  the  oonseqaenoe  of  a  refusal  to 
eanr  the  Treaty  into  affect,  the  Tresty  ought  to 
be  oeemed  null  and  void  on  aoconnt  of  that 
threat ;  and  if  the  former,  they  may  be  aaeured 
that  they  are  mistaken,  and  that  Britain  ie  not 
ao  frantic  as  to  engage  in  a  war  with  the  United 
States  upon  such  sli^t  grounds.  The  citizena 
of  the  United  Stat«a  wish  not  to  be  at  war  with 
the  British  nation;  nor  can  the  people  of 
Britain  desire  a  war  with  them.  Both  must 
wiah  for  peaoe,  and  a  full  commercial  inter- 
oonrse  upon  liberal  terms ;  and  as  the  Executive 
aniliority  of  both  oonutriea  are  well  disposed  to 
each  other,  and  have,  as  far  as  in  their  power, 
carried  the  Treaty  into  eiecatloo,  what  reason 
can  be  assigned  why  we  should  be  involved  in 
a  war  f  It  has  been  said  that  the  United  States 
will  l>e  obliged  to  declare  war,  on  account  of 
the  British  refosal  (which  may  be  eipectedj  to 
deliver  op  the  post^  and  to  make  compensation 
fur  spoliatioQa  of  oar  oommerce ;  but  I  see  no 


neoesntT  for  such  conduct.  For  my  [an, 
should  Britsin  never  give  up  tlie  povts,  I  woeU 
not  vote  for  war,  nor  be  at  the  expense  ii  s 
single  regiment  to  take  them;  nor  would  Ifn>i» 
war  to  recover  loaHS  sostained  bj  apc£»iiom. 
F<a-,  if  we  r^eet  the  resolutioi)  before  yoa,  A, 
we  may  be  at  liberty  to  pass  snch  a  blU  as  wt 
passed  in  the  year  1794.  by  a  m^)ority  of 
tweoty-fbnr  members,  and  for  which  thiittei 
Senators  then  voted;  and  shonld  the  Senata 
concur  with  na  in  passing  it,  we  ought  ibc  it 
more  efibctually  than  a  ueclaratioD  ot  war  r<K 
the  recovery  of  the  poets,  and  reparatioa  (f 
wrongs.  Aa  to  war,  as  my  ooUeagne  yesterday 
said,  I  have  reason  to  depreoBte  tt,  fbr  the  sA» 
of  my  constituents,  and  for  my  own  eab;  fori 
have  experienced  enongh  of  its  evils ;  bat  I  can- 
not think  that  I  oug^t  to  sacrifice  tbtir  dears* 
luterests  merely  fh>m  an  apprehension  ti 
the  dangers  of  war.  The  argoinente,  therribr^ 
which  I  have  heard,  cannot  iadnce  me  to  vote 
fur  the  reeolation  before  jon.  Indeed,  sr,  I 
mnit  vole  against  it ;  because  I  think  tbKt  the 
Treaty  is  unoonstitntioDal  and  pemitHtnu ;  sad 
even  if  it  were  oonstitutional  in  every  napeO, 
and  as  advantageous  to  the  United  Statee  as  it 
bas  been  represented,  1  shonld  think  it  impoE- 
tic  and  diahonorable  m  this  House  to  lend  its  sU 
to  carry  it  into  effect  during  the  present  wm, 
and  a  oontinaanoe  of  the  British  depredatiwa 
on  onr  commerce,  and  impreBsment  of  our  sea- 
men. The  Treaty  appears  to  me  nncmistita- 
tional,  because  it  takes  from  Congre^  that  vtiy 
power  with  which  it  was  invested  bj  the  cob- 
stitution,  and  to  inresl  them  with  which,  ^ 
oonstitDtiOD  itself  waa  expressly  formed ;  a 
power  which  I  Hiiok  sbould  be  held  aa  precioos 
and  unalienable.  I  mean  the  power  of  rega- 
lating  the  oonmieree  of  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britain ;  so  as  to  induce  her  to  ftalfil  all 
the  conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Peaoe,  and  la 
put  the  trade  of  the  United  Slates  with  fatr 
npon  a  footing  of  reciprocity.  It  a^^iears  also 
unooDstitational,  because  it  vii^tes  a  aolemo 
act  of  Cungrees  passed  in  oonformity  to  the  ex- 
press words,  and  I  may  say,  io  obedience  to  the 
Injunction  of  the  qiirit  ctf  the  oonstitntioD:  I 
mean  the  act  for  establishing  a  uniform  into 
of  notnraliiation,  and  this  violation,  too,  opt- 
rates  partially,  and  in  favw  of  British  subjeeti 
alone.  It  is  moreover  nnoonstitutional,  bemuse 
it  interferes  with  the  authority  of  the  Jaditnory, 
b^  eatablisUng  a  Court  of  Commissioner^  a 
kmd  of  supreme  oourt  of  appeals,  within  the 
United  States,  with  powers  to  proceed,  un- 
known to  our  laws;  with  temptaticMU  to  de- 
fendants to  make  no  defence ;  with  a  right  to 
bind  the  United  States  to  pay  debts  which  thv 
owe  not,  and  to  any  extent  or  amonnt  which 
that  court  may  think  fit  to  decree;  and  it  is  an- 
oonstitational,  becanse  it  antboriiee  the  Pam- 
DtHT  to  create  certain  offices,  and  annex  sato- 
riee  thereto.  In  theeeinstancee,at  lea9t,I  think 
the  Treaty  unconstitutional;  for  1  think  that 
Congrees  cannot  anihuize  the  PaaaiDKHT  to  do 
away  the  power  of  Congress  or  to  flrtn^rli-b  a 


[rtirt  of  appeals  saperior  to  tio  Federal  Bnpreme 
k>nrt;  tliat,  whoever  ironld  be  nnconstitn- 
ional,  if  done  bj  Congress,  cannot  be  coastitn- 
ional  if  done  by  the  PsBaioEKT  imd  British 
[ing.  Bnt,  sir,  if  the  Treaty  were  not  nncon- 
titntional,  that  is,  if  the  Pbesidsht  and  Senate 
si  a  right  to  deprive  CoDeress  of  ttie  power  it 
loims,  and  to  interfere  with  the  Jndiciary,  jet 
he  exercise  of  that  right  in  the  preaent  cose, 
□ght  to  be  viewed  a«  so  pemicioos  to  the 
Tmted  States  as  to  render  the  Treaty  nnll  and 
Old ;  or,  at  least,  it  ought  to  be  viewed  as  an 
xgmnent  of  somcient  weight  to  induce  this 
loose  to  refaae  their  aid  towards  carrying  this 
Treaty  into  operation.  And  were  it  even  con- 
titntionsl  and  advantageoDS  to  the  United 
Itatea  in  every  article,  yet,  as  it  aconiosces  in  a 
iolation  of  the  rights  of  nentral  nations  in  favor 
if  Groat  Britain,  and  in  some  instances,  to  sacli 
I  d^ree  as  to  be  thoaght  even  by  the  Pbebi- 
>XHT  himself,  to  afford  jast  groand  for  discon- 
«nt  on  the  part  of  our  allies,  it  will  be  dishon- 
)rabte  and  highly  impolitic  in  this  Honse  to  be 
a  any  manner  instmmental  in  carrying  ^t  into 
iffect.  As  it  has  not  been  in  tbe  power  of  the 
[Jnited  States  to  assist  their  Republican  allies, 
irben  fighting  in  fecttheirbattles,  the  least  they 
lan  do,  or  the  least  that  the  world  and  those 
lilies  can  expect  from  them,  must  he,  that  they 
rill  not  pat  the  enemies  of  those  allies  into  a 
better  condition  than  they  were  by  making 
Freaties  with  them  during  the  present  war. 

Ur.  FisPLAT  said  he  shonld  not  think  it  ne- 
Mesary  to  resume  any  of  the  argumenta  relative 
U)  a  principle  which  had  already  been  settled  in 
bbatHoQse;  yet,  he  observed,  that  every  genUe- 
Diim  who  spoke  on  the  subject  seemed  to  argue 
what  were  the  rights  of  that  body  npon  the  sub- 
ject of  Treaties,  as  if  no  question  bad  already 
been  had  on  the  occasion. 

It  hod  been  insisted  upon,  notwithstanding  tbe 
Sedidon  which  had  been  had,  that  a  Treaty  was 
ilaw  when  it  came  before  that  House,  and  they 
hod  no  power  bat  to  appropriate  to  cairy  it  into 
affect  He  sold  this  opinion  was  directly  oon- 
traiy  to  tbe  opinion  held  on  the  constitution  at 
the  time  it  Was  accepted  in  Pennsylvania.  Mo- 
ral discretion,  he  said,  was  necessary  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  every  decision  of  that  House,  except 
the  constitntjon  had  prescribed  to  them  some 
posi^ve  role  of  action.  In  ratifying  the  conati- 
tntion  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  this  was  the 
[inderstBiiding  of  it  The  minority  in  the  con- 
vention did  not  wish  so  much  power  placed  in 
the  Executive,  and  be  appealed  to  genOemcn  in 
that  oonventlon,  if  this  was  not  tbe  doctrine 
asserted  by  the  m^ority  in  answer  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  minority.  Indeed,  if  they  were 
not  to  have  exercised  a  moral  obligation  upon 
tbe  Treaties,  the  constitution  wonld  have  ei- 
prwaly  sud  so,  as  in  the  case  of  the  PHBaiDsar'a 
salary,  the  pay  of  the  Judges,  Army  appropria- 
tions, Ao.  If  they  hod  not  been  limitea  in  these 
articles  by  the  constitation,  they  certainly  would 
have  had  the  power  to  have  changed  them  if 
they  bad  tiiongbt  proper. 


But,  passing  over  this  consideration,  there  had 
been  pretty  large  views  taken  of  the  manner  In 
which  the  Treaty  come  before  them.  The  gen- 
tlemen from  New  York  and  Virginia  haaen- 
tered  into  the  subject.  He  must  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  the  gentleman  Ihim  Kew  York  as  to 
the  matter  of  iact  relative  to  that  House  in  the 
concerns  of  Oovemroent  two  years  ago.  He 
had  no  apprehensions  ot  the  time  the  Envoy 
was  sent  to  Britain  to  negotiate  a  Treaty,  that 
Britain  wonld  have  oommenced  k  war  if  that 
measure  had  not  been  adopted ;  so  fiir  from  i^ 
that  a  m^ority  of  that  House  thought  differ- 
ently. He  had  no  donbt  that  war,  and  the 
destruction  of  liberty  altogether,  had  been  me- 
ditated by  Great  Britain ;  but  before  the  n^o- 
tiation  was  commenced,  circumstances  occurred 
which  caused  her  to  give  np  this  extravagant 
dedgn.  Before  the  negotiator  was  appointed, 
it  is  wdl  known  that  the  plundering  Order  <^ 
the  6th  November  was  revoked.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  GiLse)  had  ^ven  a  very 
good  narrative  of  events  in  Europe,  which  folly 
showed  the  canse  of  this  change  of  conduct. 
That  gentleman  had  also  gone  through  the 
Treaty,  article  by  article,  in  a  manner  so  much 
to  his  satisfaction,  that  he  should  not  attempt 
to  follow  him.  Before  tbe  negotiation  took 
place,  we  had  suflbred  considerably  by  British 
spoliations,  and  that  House  thoaght  of  varioas 
means  to  make  it  the  interest  of  that  power  not 
to  continue  their  depredations.  First  one  plan 
was  proposed  and  tnen  aikother.  It  need  not 
he  mentioned  that  amongst  these  was  the  plan 
of  sequestration,  the  future  power  of  doing 
which  this  Treaty  proposed  to  deprive  them  o^ 
It  was  discussed  in  the  House,  but  no  question 
taken  on  it,  to  show  that  negotiation  was  not 
thoaght  necessary.  He  mentioned  a  conversa- 
tion which  hod  taken  place  betwixt  a  gentle- 
man then  in  the  Cabinet  (now  no  more)  and 
himself,  which  confirmed  bis  opinion  of  tbe  pro- 
priety of  the  measnree,  A  hill  for  r^nlatlng 
i_  gjjgj^  ^  manner  as  to  make  it  the 


interest  of  Britain  to  refr^n  from  i^jurin^  m . 
and  redress  the  wrongs  we  had  suffered  1^ 
spoliations,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Honse,  but  ne- 
gatived in  the  Senate,  Bo  far  fhim  being  then 
ofrud  of  war,  they  were  more  and  more  con- 
vinced that  it  was  in  their  power  to  make  it  the 
interest  of  Britain  to  refr^n  fr«m  their  acta  oi 
violence  towards  us. 

Mr.  If  ooHB. — Mr.  Chdrman,  I  rise  with  diJB- 
denoe  to  give  my  sentiments  on  so  important  a 
question  as  that  now  before  yon,  especially  as  I 
have  been  preceded  by  gentlemen  whose  supericff 
abilities  have  enabled  tiiem  to  mvestigate  the 
subject  with  more  accaracy  than  I  am  capable 
of.  I  consider  the  object  as  important  of  iteel£ 
It  Is  rendered  more  so  by  the  warmth  with 
which  it  has  been  discussed — the  irritation  it 
has  produced,  both  in  this  Honse  and  on  the 
public  mind.  I  lament  that  improper  motive» 
shonld  be  impnted  to  gentlemen  on  either  ride. 
I  am  disposed  to  believe,  that  gentlemen  aim  at 
doing  wW  vIU  beat  promote  tbe  pnhllo  intar- 
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tha  GoTammait  by  bdt  member  ttf  this  Houm, 
<«  any  branoh  <^  uw  GoTerniiieDt  G«nUemeD 
have  precUoted  a  war  and  dinolntiiMi  of  the  Got- 
utunent,  if  provision  ta  not  made  for  oanTing  the 
Treaty  into  effect  I  have  no  appreheoBiona  of 
either.  It  is  bighl;  imiHX)per  to  attempt  to  in- 
flnenoe  the  votes  of  memDera  hj  each  dedars' 
tiooa.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  believe  that  mem' 
ben  wjio  differ  fn»n  them  in  oiunion,  are  eqnallf 
xealona  with  themselTce  in  diachargioff  their 
duty,  and  have  finnneea  enongh  to  repel  every 
attempt  to  intimidate.  For  myself^  I  have 
eqnal  oonfidenoe  in  every  part  of  the  Union, 
that  they  bava  no  wish  to  disaolve  it.  The  sug- 
gwtioD  w  onfonnded,  andooght  nottobemade. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  vote  which  I  sliall  give  on 
dia  question  before  na,  wili,  in  some  degree,  be 
inflnenoed  by  a  oonatitationnl  principle,  which  I 
ooonder  as  involved  in  the  ctecision.  On  the 
Teeolution  calling  for  the  instmotiona  given  to 
Vx.  Jay,  and  other  papers  relative  to  the  Treaty, 
It  was  iutuated  on  by  members  of  this  Uonse, 
that  the  Eieontive  has  a  right,  by  Treaty,  to 
snperaede  all  Legislative  powers  vested  in  Oon- 
n^ea  by  the  oonstitation.  The  Executive  ^vee 
Uke  same  oonatmction  to  the  constitntioo.  I^ 
tinder  these  circumstanoe&  I  vote  for  the  reso- 
Intion  before  yon,  I  oonaider  myaelf  aa  admit- 
ting, aa  recogniiing  the  prindple  contended  for. 
This  I  cannot  do.  On  the  adjniamon,  or  reac- 
tion of  this  prinoiple,lamof  opinion,  the  fatnre 
ooorae,  the  fature  operationa  of  Government 
materially  depend.  By  this  it  will  be  decid- 
ed, wheUier  it  ia  wholly  Kiecative  or  not : 
whether  this  Honse  depends  on  the  ooorteay  of 
the  Executive  for  their  right  to  interfere  in  legis- 
UUon. 

It  has  been  argned,  that  this  eiteosive,  nnli- 
mited  power,  was  neceesarily  vested  in  the  Ei- 
wntiva,  anbject  only  to  the  control  of  the  Sen- 
at«.  In  order  to  support  the  sovereignty  and 
indepeadenoe  of  the  amall  States,  I  do  con- 
ceive that  a  branch  of  the  L^ialatore  in  which 
the  States  are  eqnally  represented,  was  all  that 
eoold  be  claimed.  Can  it  be  oonowved  to  be 
neoenary,  jnat,  or  proper,  that  the  r^^tiun  of 
all  the  important  interesta  of  the  Union  should 
he  M  the  diqKMal  of  the  Eiecntive  t  Can  gen- 
tlemen aeriotisly  believe  that  the  citazeoa  of  the 
United  States,  who  opposed,  at  so  ^reat  an  ex- 
pose of  blood  and  treaanre,  the  claim  of  Great 
Britain  to  tax  na  nnrepreaented,  wouldadmitall 
their  interest  to  be  repreeeated  by  so  nneqnal  a 
representation  as  that  contended  for  1  It  has 
been  asked,  Is  not  the  Senate  as  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
aa  tbia  nonaet  I  will  aak,  are  they  morel 
This  Legialative  power  ia  reatrtuned  and  checlc- 
ed  b^  the  otwatitntion ;  particular  modes  and 
restnctioua  are  prescril>ea,  bnt  no  checks  are 
imposed  on  the  Eieontive.  Were  the  people 
jealoiis  of  this  Houae,  and  not  of  the  other 
Dranches  (  Did  they  suapeot  the  Legialatare  of 
doing  wrons  I  When  tlus  Hoose  was  connected 
with  the  otoer  brauchee,  were  they  to  r^jnlata 


their  intareeU ;  and  have  tbey  rqtoaed  miSa^ 
ed  confidence  ik  the  other  branchee  wbea  aetDi 
wiUiOBt  this!  Did  tbey  consider  tbia  Hook  aa 
the  only  branch  from  which  any  danger  n 
to  be  apprehended  t  It  ta  impoMible,  yeC  iEm 
must  have  been  tb«  &ot,  .if  tfaa  MHstzMtin 
given  to  the  oonatitotioa  is  a  jnat  oaeu 

A  gentleman  from  Conneoticat  has  said,  thA 
geotlemeo  bad  prqjodged  the  Treaty ;  they  oooa 
forward  with  pr^ndicM  against  it,  detemnaed 
to  vote  against  it.  It  is  not  so  with  me.  I  was 
strongly  inclined  to  vota  for  it ;  to  raaka  Sana 
degree  of  aacrilioe  laths'  than  defeat  it. 

Gentlemen,  on  reflection,  mnat  be  otMivinoed 
that  the  question  baa  not  been  pr^odged.  T^ 
Envoy  waa  appointed  at  the  moment  wbtm  tlua 
House  was  deliberating  on  means  for  |a«Teiit- 
ing  Airther  ^<diations  on  onr  oomm^^^e.  Com- 
mercial regiuatiana  wore  prwosed,  and  other 
meana  from  which  th^  might  have  been  £mad 
to  abandon  their  opjost  and  t^preeavo  ajeUm. 
I  remember  well  the  argnmeuts  then  nsed  wen 
conviniuitg  to  my  mind ;  that  thoee  were  tiie 
only  weapons  of  defenoe  within  our  power; 
that  they  would  be  ef&ctnaL  But  these  wen 
arrested  by  the  despatch  of  an  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary. Some  of  the  leading  featnrea  of  the 
Treaty  were  then  predicted  ;  the  event  has  cor- 
responded with  thoee  predictions.  Princqika 
were  then  discnased,  which  the  Treaty  ocsitaiB^ 
before  the  negotiator  was  appranted. 

This  shows  there  was  no  prejudging  in  the 
manner  gentlemen  have  stated.  By  this  Treaty 
all  the  measures  then  contemplated  by  the  Le- 
gislature are  arrested  ;  an  eternal  veto  is  im- 
posed against  onr  ever  carrying  the  measures 
then  contemplated  into  effect.  This  ahowa  that 
the  Executive  claims  not  only  the  coostitDCional 
right  of  forcing  this  House  to  paaa  what  lawi 
tbey  please,  bnt  also,  by  Treaty,  to  declare  what 
they  shall  not  do. 

We  have  passed  a  lescdntion,  which  is  now 
on  your  fllea,  declarative  of  the  aense  of  this 
Honse  as  to  their  oonstitntioaal  rights.  The 
qnesttou  is,  however,  undedded.  The  Eiecntive 
and  BenatA  will  proceed  to  act  on  th^  own  wn- 
Htmotion,  They  may,  on  their  own  constiDC- 
tion,  make  a  Treaty,  which  will  imply  a  stiQ 

provide  iot  its  eiecntion,  than  even  the  present 
case.  This  necessity  may  force  a  relinqoish- 
ment  of  the  right  contended  for  by  this  Uoose. 
It  may  force  an  acqoiesoence  in  the  EiLocndre 
regulating  all  the  interests  of  the  Union.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  not  the  sense  of  the  fhunera  of  tha 
constitution.  It  is  not  the  sense  of  the  people, 
who  adopted  it.    It  never  can  be  mine. 

The  merits  of  the  Treaty  have  heea  ably  and 
accurately  discussed,  I  inll  make  bnt  a  few  re- 
marks on  it.  I  must  ^sagrce  with  the  gwlle- 
from  Connecticut,  who  mentioned,  as  a 
well-lcnown   principle  in  jndfpug  of  Treatin, 


■a  madck  TtioM  la  powtedoo  ratwn 
MBMeion.  From  this  he  hu  eoadnded,  that 
igroeo^  tiken  dnring  the  war,  had  bMove  the 
vpertT'  of  the  ccpton,  or  rather,  ware  enian- 
psted.  The  words  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
ft,  "nesroes  and  other  property." 
Tbie  plainlj  shows,  ia  his  opinioii.  that,  bj 
igroea,  was  not  meant  those  taken  dnHng  the 
at ;  they  were  not  Amwican  propertj.  The 
wertf  wsa  changed.  It  oomd  onl;  be  in- 
naed,  snch  negroes  as  were  taken  after  Uie 
«ee.  J  will  aaL,  was  it  ever  known  In  a  Treaty, 
At  a  Btipolation  was  made  to  give  up  property 
■mdered  ftfter  the  peace?  Is  It  not  an  eetab- 
ibed  prind[de  amongst  all  oivlliied  nations, 
lat  plandared  property  shall  be  given  npt  Is 
neoessaiy,  or  was  it  ever  tbonffht  so,  to  make 
ft  aUpnUtion  by  Treaty  ?  I  bebere,  if  bis  con- 
niotioQ  is  ajnst  one,  it  it  a  new  case,  the  pn>- 
ekm  was  at  least  nogatoTj. 
Bnt  if  the  piindple  be  lays  down  is  ajnst  one, 
>ir  does  it  happen  that  debts  dne  to  British 
iMeota,  p^d  by  the  debtors  into  the  Treasury 
loer  the  sanction  of  a  law,  and  ^iivopriated 
I  the  nse  of  the  State,  are  now  recovwable  by 
te  Britjsh  creditor)  An  important  case  of  this 
ind  has  been  deuded  in  tJie  Federal  Oonrt, 
id  jadgment  given  for  the  British  creditor, 
Tas  the  property  leas  changed  by  the  law  of  a 
tvereign  and  independent  Btat«,  than  by  the 
rodamatlon  of  a  British  conunondert  This 
innot  be.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  in  two 
ises,  fonnd  in  the  same  instmnient,  there  are 
[aims  fonnded  on  the  same  principle ;  the  one, 

British  olaim,  is  establi^ed,  the  other,  a 
iaim  of  the  United  States,  is  rejected.  This 
ivolvea  in  it  an  absurdity.  By  those  opposed 
todes  of  construction,  an  important  claim  of 
le  oitiEens  of  the  United  States  ia  ^vea  np  by 
Ik  Treaty,  a  claim  against  them  to  a  great 
Duoont  ia  established. 

The  daimaa  against  Ds  is  admitted;  oar  claim 
I  rqeeted,  in  cases  where  the  same  principle 
urly  applies,  and  where,  by  gentlemen's  own 
howing,  there  is  no  ^seimilarity  which  con 
istj^  sndi  opposite  constroctions.  There  is 
oother  provision  of  the  Treaty,  by  which  an 
npOTtant  interest  has  been  sacrificed.  British 
nl^ta  held  lands  within  the  United  States  be- 
ue  the  war ;  many  of  those  claims  were  barred ; 
be  d^mant  being  an  alien  coald  not  recover ; 
lis  being  an  alien  was  the  only  bar.  It  was 
ffeetoal— «ieh  has  bewi  the  decision  of  the 
ktorts.  Bat  by  the  Treoty,  being  aliena  shall 
lOt  bar  the  claim  of  British  saluects — thns, 
nany  of  the  extensive  claims  are  restored.  In 
ome  of  the  States  more  than  half  their  terri- 
ory  will  be  revested  in  proprietors.  'What 
aald  induce  this  grant?  What  equivalent  do 
ve  reewve  for  this  sacrifice  ?  Sir,  I  am  con- 
trolled to  think  the  Treaty  a  bod  one,  in  thow 
DtttDCes  I  have  mentioned,  more  so  than  in 
loy  others.  And  when  I  connect  with  the 
Dres^  itself  the  im)>oTtant  constitutional  ques- 
,icn  which  has  been  disonsaed,  I  cannot  vote 
tir  the  resolntion  before  yon. 


the  Conndls  of  America  hare  not  been  agitatei 
by  10  momcutODa  a  qnesdon  as  that  at  preaent 
before  the  committee.  At  the  period  to  whkb 
1  aDode,  tlie  qneetion  was,  whether  we  shonU 
tamely  snbmit  to  an  abject  and  disgraceftal 
slavery,  with  all  its  concamitant  evils,  or,'  by  ft 
Declaration  of  Independence,  an  exertion  of  onr 
internal  sbengtb,  with  the  advantag««  of  tat- 
eign  aid,  moke  a  bold  and  manly  effort  to  ob- 
tain the  blessings  of  ii^edom — the  solid  reward! 
of  well-earned  liberty.  The  present  qnestion  1^ 
whether  we  shall  snpply  the  means  <k  carrying 
into  execntion  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Amitj 
with  s  powerfol  nation,  entered  into  by  a  Ub- 
ister  of  the  United  States,  and  solemnly  ratified 
by  the  anthoritiea  constitnted  by  the  people  for 
snob  porpceea;  or,  by  refnsiDg,  perhaps  nn- 
constitntionally  reusing  those  means,  faaEard 
the  peace,  fntermpt  the  prosperity,  and  tamish 
the  honor  of  the  oonntiy  f  In  a  qaestion  of 
sDch  magnitade,  nmdence  calls  me  to  pans^ 
dnty  to  reflect  My  coantry's  &ith  is  plighted, 
a  solemn  contract  is  m«de ;  it  wonld  thcvvfora 
he  uiwise  and  impolitic,  aa  it  oonoems  the  in- 
terest, and  dishonorable,  as  it  regards  the  cbarftiv 
ter,  of  this  natitm,  in  the  inbncy  ttf  its  existence^ 
to  Ti<dat«  BO  solemn  a  contract. 

Two  canssB  hare  contributed  mnoh  to  pr«jii- 
dice  the  American  n^d  against  the  Treaty. 
1st.  An  enthusiasm  forFranoe,stnigKlingin  the 
cause  of  liberty,  against  the  combined  Monarch! 
of  Europe,  in  which  combination,  the  veiy  pow- 
er with  whom  the  Treaty  was  made,  formed 
a  prominent  part  Sdly.  Strong  resentment 
against  Britun,  for  injuries  received  during  ft 
tedious  and  cruet  war,  and  those  ii^ories  re- 
newed by  a  detention  of  onr  Western  posts,  ex- 
citing and  aiding  the  aavage  Indian  tribes  in 
the  commission  of  hostilities  on  onr  fhutten, 
with  strong  indication  of  a  design  to  oontraot 
our  boundoriee,  and  their  lawless  depredations 
on  onr  commerce.  I  will  not  add,  that  there 
are  amongst  us  some  irreconcilable  enemiea  to 
this  Government,  who  opposed  its  adoption, 
predicted  its  downfall,  and  whose  pride  and  po- 
litical consequence  are  snspended  on  the  foml' 
meot  of  this  prediction.  For  the  honor  of 
bnman  nature,  and  for  the  character  of  my 
country,  I  hope  there  are  few  to  answer  this 
description;  if,  however,  there  are  any,  the 
poet's  execration  is  to  them  peonliarly  appli- 
cable: "  Cnrsedbethemanwhooweshisgreftt- 
neHs  to  his  coantry's  min  t " 

There  are  some  things  in  which  the  candid 
part  of  those  who  hear  me  will  not  dissgree. 
let.  That  onr  Envoy  was  a  wise  and  honest 
man ;  he  was  a  tried  patriot,  skilled  in  diplomatio 
life,  and  rendered  to  bis  conntry  important 
services  during  the  late  war.  The  tale  of  bia 
receiving  Britisb  gold  was  made  for  children 
and  fools,  and  need  only  to  be  told,  to  be  dift- 
believed.  Sdly.  He  made  the  best  bargain  he 
conld.  I  will  not  mention,  in  proof  of  this,  the 
ratification  of  the  contract,  d^t  months  aftei^ 
wards,  by  the  PxmnxKT,  (m  whnn  this  oonntiy 
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baa  ocrtainlf  an  Qtiboiinded  confidence,)  with 
the  BdviM  of  two-tbirdt  of  the  BeDsto ;  but  I 
bave  proof  poRtlTe.  Theletterof  Hr.  Pinckoej, 
oar  Minister  reudent  at  Ijoodon,  ind  oonver- 
nnt  with  everr  pari  of  ihe  negotUtion,  in  «trong 
and  decided  terms  adTises  Mr.  Jaj  to  accept  the 
ooDtraot  as  the  beat  that  coald  b«  procured,  and 
M  one  that  wonld  promote  the  int«reflts  of  this 
oonntry.  Sdly,  If  negotiations  bad  been  an- 
■nccau^ ;  if  Uie  Treaty,  on  the  terms  offered, 
had  been  r^ected,  war  most  have  ensned.  Onr 
natioDHl  honor  would  hare  forbidden  a  tame 
nhminion  under  bo  many  insnlU  and  ii^nriea; 
snch  (mbmission  wonld  have  invited  new  In- 
■nlts,  and  oor  own  oafet;  would  have  made  re- 
^Btance  and  retaliation  necessarj. 

The  Treaty  nataratly  presents  itself  nnder 
two  general  heads :  1st.  Bach  ports  of  it  as  are 
permanent,  to  wit,  the  first  ten  articles.  Sdl;. 
Snch  parts  of  it  as  are  tetnporarj,  to  oontlnae 
fijr  two  Tears  after  the  eipira^oo  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  now  engaged.  Three 
great  points  are  embraced  nnder  the  first  ar- 
rangement: a  surrender  of  our  Western  posts, 
'  compensation  for  the  epaliatioos  oommitted  on 
our  commerce,  and  the  payment  of  Brftish 
debts.  However  lightly  my  colle^ie  from  the 
western   part   of  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Fihdlit) 

Kke  yesterday  of  the  Western  posts,  I  conader 
acquisition  as  an  important  treasure  to  this 
country.  It  will  not  only  increase  the  value  of 
oor  Western  lands,  and  open  to  us  a  new  source 
of  commerce,  but  it  will  relieve  us  from  the 
expense  and  horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  Those 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  himse1i| 
on  this  fli>or,  two  ye*rs  ago.  The  spoliation  on 
our  oomtneroe  has  (reaerally  been  estimated  at 
five  millions  of  dollars.  On  a  rejectioQ  of  the 
Treaty,  1  wish  the  gentlemen  in  the  opposition 
to  point  out  how  the  American  merchants  are 
to  DC  reimbursed  Air  thur  loss.  Nothing  can 
be  expected  fVom  new  negotiations.  It  would 
be  a  solemn  mockery  of  jnstioe  to  the  claim  of 
those  citizens.  Parmeut  out  of  the  Treasury  has 
been  talked  of,  and  a  resolution  to  that  effect  is 
now  on  yonr  tahle.  This  can  never  be  dooe. 
It  would  be  without  a  precedent,  and  Congress 
has  lieretofore  refused  the  claim.  And  how 
can  you  discriminate  such  claims  ftom  those 
riung  from  sBvase  depredations  on  yonr  fron- 
tier settlers?  The  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment WH<s  at  least,  as  much  due  to  the  peaceable 
farmer  as  the  speonlattng  merchant;  and  if 
losses  have  arisen  for  want  of  snch  proteo- 
tjon,  compensation  ia  as  Jastl;  dne  in  the  one 
oase  03  in  the  other.  But  why  are  we  to  sub- 
ject the  Government  to  this  payment,  or  our 
dtizens  to  this  logs,  when  compensation  is  of- 
fered by  the  nation  that  has  done  the  wrong! 
As  to  British  debts,  the  committee  have  hod 
various  cflloulations  of  their  amount, 

I  believe  some  of  the  estimates  have  heen  ex- 
ceedingly exaggerated.  If  they  are  even  half 
the  enonnons  sum  that  has  been  stated  on  the 
other  side,  we  have  not  much  difficuity  in  ac- 
ootmting  for  the  extraordinary  opposition  to  the 


administration  of  this  Government  that  has  i^ 
peared  in  a  certain  quarter  at  the  TJoioa.  Wl«. 
ever  may  be  the  amonnt,  the  iiatiao  is  1  inmi 
by  the  stroogest  ties  of  jnstioe  and  patJcBii 
honor  to  eeoure  the  payment. 

Mr.  EoLLAJni  sud,  he  woald  sabmit  some  oa- 
siderations  to  the  committee,  that,  togctl* 
with  thoae  whioh  had  been  given,  wonld  bta- 
enoe  bis  vote  upon  the  reeoloticHt  on  the  tatJr: 
a  subject,  as  had  been  said  bj  all  who  adrocttid 
the  resolution,  of  the  first  importaiK« — an  «■ 
on  whioh  depended  peace  tx  war.  He  said,  k 
considered  the  qnestitHi  of  aotne  imporBaes, 
particularly  as  il  related  to  their  couatitalioBd 
powers;  but  the  conceptiMis  of  gaitlemenhad 
exaggerated  the  rMolt  of  the  jweeeot  qnestioB. 
It  was  nothing  more  or  lesa  tluui,  irotild  tbey  v 
would  they  not  now  appropriate  moneyB  to  cuiy 
the  British  Treaty  into  effect  t  He  said,  be  hd 
ever  felt  a  disposition  to  that  pnrpioee ;  not  be- 
cause the  faith  of  the  natitHi,  as  bad  oftm  beta 
sl^d,  was  pledged ;  not  because  tbej  were  uadK 
moral  obligations,  as  bad  been  contended  bT~ 
neither  of  which  he  could  admit;  but  becaosss 
respect  was  dae  to  the  negotiator,  to  tbs  Sea^ 
who  advised,  and  to  the  PtaamKsr  who  ratiliBi 
it;  for,  it  was  to  be  preenmed,  notil  the  eoa- 
trary  appeared,  that  toey  exeroised  tb«r  jnd^ 
meiits  toT  the  good  of  the  nation.  But  it  wv 
poa»b)e  the  means  they  have  adi4>ted  may  not 
produce  the  end  intended ;  they  may  have  been 
mistaken. 

When  he  first  examined  the  instrnment,  he 
was  in  hopes  that  there  was  aomethinff  eitriaae 
existing,  which,  when  commnnicated  to  him, 
wonld  do  away  the  exceptions  on  tbe  &oe  cf 
the  instrument,  and  therefore  he  was  silent  and 
suspended  his  judgment.  It  was  for  that  pnN 
pose  he  had  voted  for  the  pvpem  relative  to  the 
negotiation  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  Id  hopes  cf 
obtaining  farther  infonnation,  previous  to  fas 
being  called  npon  to  carry  it  into  effect.  But, 
unfortunately  for  him,  no  ftirther  iatormalaom 
was  to  he  obtained.  The  nseftal  papers,  an  in- 
nooent  and  humble  request,  were  not  granted. 
He  was  not  possessed  of  any  othw  iiifiHmatiaB 
than  could  he  drawn  from  the  instrument,  trttm 
tbe  writers  on  that  subject,  and  tbe  argmnento 
that  had  been  advanced  by  the  gentlemen  whe 
had  advocatod  tbe  resolution ;  to  the  whole  at 
which  he  had  with  candor  attended,  and  witb 
r^ret  informed  the  committee,  that  nothiif 
had  heen  advanced,  that  had  convinced  him  of 
the  reason,  propriety,  necessity,  or  fitnei^  of 
the  stipulations  contained  in  the  instrument. 

Those  genti«nen,  instead  of  rewonins  iam 
endeavored  to  alortn.  They  have  said  uat,  if 
we  do  not  carry  this  Treaty  into  e^ot,  that  wi 
shall  be  plnnged  in  a  war;  that  Britain  'a  a 
proud  ana  haughty  nation;  that  they  will  lay 
their  hands  upon  all  our  propwty,  &e.  TWj 
was  an  address  to  onr  &an  and  not  our  reason, 
Mid  were  onr  feais  onoe  on  the  wreck,  there  ia 
no  knowing  the  result,  or  where  we  shwdd 
land.  But,  in  this  instance,  we  would  not  te 
governed  by  panic,  or  dread  of  the  power  tf 
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hat  hftnght;  nation,  a»  the/  had  been  called ; 
mt  as  the  Representative  of  a  free  and  indepen- 
lant  nation,  he  felt  hlmBeif  perfectly  at  liberty 
»  exercise  bia  reason  in  the  most  cool  and  delib- 
irate  manner.  Not  apprehending  any  danger, 
ihe  tune  baa  been,  and  now  is,  that  we  are  per- 
Ibotly  aeenre  in  aMertina  onr  equal  and  recipro- 
cal rights  nith  that  nation.  We  have  done  it 
\a  a  state  of  in&ncy  and  inexperience,  at  a  time 
mnch  more  nnfavorable,  taking  each  side  of  the 
pieetion  into  view,  than  the  present  And  shall 
ire  now  heutate,  and  tamely  sn^r  them  to  dictate 
Bo  Tia  ?  And  are  we  bonnd  to  accept  the  Treaty, 
teat  they  shonld  be  offended  and  ti«at  ns  with 
Dontampt  for  not  accepting,  as  it  is  sud,  a  more 
bvorsble  offer  than  they  have  given  to  other 
naUons  ?  Are  we  not  the  aolo  jndges ;  have  we 
not  a  right  to  determine  foronrBelveg?  And 
BB  this  is  a  mere  oaked  stipntatioD,  they  can  re- 
eave  no  damage,  nor,  on  this  early  notice,  can 
tliey  ohar^  with  deception,  or  have  any  right 
to  complain.  One  thing  is  cert^n ;  so  long  as 
Great  Britain  finds  it  for  her  interest  to  be  paci- 
fic, she  will  adopt  meaanres  nalonlated  to  pre- 
Berve  peace ;  bat  whea  interest  dictates  the  con- 
trary, her  invention  will  not  seek  a  pretext  for 
a  different  conduct.  The  history  of  diat  nation 
^ves  aboudant  proof  of  this. 

1£t.  SwANwicE  objected  that  his  ooKeagae 
^r.  KiTTXu.)  had  chai^^  him  with  a  want  of 
candor.    He  was  liable  to  mistake,  he  said. 


lag  any  thina  with  respect  to  the  East  India 
trade ;  he  had  reserved  to  himself  a  future  op- 

Sartimitf  of  q>eaking  on  that  sabjeot,  whion, 
owever,  the  length  of  debate  seemed  likely  to 
freventl  He  had  sud  that  the  American  ves- 
sels were  permitted  to  trade  to  the  East  Indies 
ss  all  other  nations  were,  but  that  they  were 
obliged  to  land  their  goods  in  the  United  States, 
vhlbt  the  Danes,  Swedes,  kt^,  could  go  there 
and  carry  the  goods  which  they  pnrcbased  fh)m 
thenoe  to  any  part  of  the  world,  eicept  to  the 
British  d<»ninioiis ;  and  that  was  the  situation 
of  America  ant«oedent  to  the  present  Treaty. 
A  ship  1^  bis,  some  time  ago,  esmed  a  good 
frel^t  from  Bengal  to  Ost«nd,  and  another  he 
knew  had  lately  made  one  to  Hambnrg ;  bat, 
by  the  Treaty  liiefbre  the  House,  whatever  ad- 
Tanlages  might  be  made  by  going  to  a  foreign 
port  their  vessels  were  deprived  o^  and  mnst 
xetom  direct  to  the  ports  ot  the  United  States. 
These,  he  sud,  were  stipulations  which  no  other 
nation  lay  under;  and  though,  perhaps,  no 
nation  had  special  leave  stipulated  by  Treaty  to 
go  there,  yet  they  all,  nevertheless,  did  go,  and 
never  met  with  any  oppoailioa. 

FRiDi.Y,  April  22. 

Eaovtim  o/ BriUih  TV-Mty. 

After  the  presentation  of  several  petitions  on 

fliis  SBbject,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a 

Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Dnkin,  when  the  resulotion  fbr  earrying  into 


effect  the  British  Treaty  being  under  considera- 

Hr.  Corr  stud,  that  the  importance  of  the  re- 
solution befbre  the  committee  would  preclude 
all  necessity  of  analogy  for  an^  member's  aakinc 
their  attentlDn  to  bis  observations.  He  should 
only  add  to  it,  that  he  should  endeavor  not  to 
repeat  what  had  been  already  said. 

He  observed,  that  the  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  Treaty  came  before  the  con 


lused  by  extraneous  circumstances,  the 
agitation  of  the  important  constitationa]  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to 
concur  in  giving  validity  to  this  Treaty,  whi(^ 
was  claimed  to  be  valid  and  complete  without 
that  concurrence,  and  the  refusal  of  a  coll  for 

Eapera  had  very  naturally  a  tendency  to  give  a 
ias  to  the  minds  of  some  gentiemen  against  the 
Treaty ;  for  liimself,  he  was  fully  satisfied  the 
Le^lature  had  no  consdtutioiial  connection 
with  the  buaness  of  making  Treaties. 

Ur.  C.  said  he  should  attempt  to  run  through 
the  objections  which  bad  been  made  to  &t 
Treaty,  and  consider  its  merits  independently  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
now  presented  to  the  committee,  and  then  give 
bis  own  view  of  it  as  relative  to  those  pecoliar 
circumstances. 

The  objects  of  the  negotiation,  he  said,  very 
naturally  were  divided  into  three  parts'— the  in- 
eiecation  of  the  Treaty  of  1783;  mutual  com- 

Sldnts  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
rit^n  relative  to  transactions  independent  of 
the  Treaty ;  and  arrangements  for  the  Inter- 
course between  the  ti^o  nations,  commercial 
and  politioaL  But  as  gentlemen  had  made  thebr 
otgectiona  generally  in  the  order  in  which  the 
several  articles  of  the  Treaty  had  been  arrang- 
eii,  be  should  follow  the  some  order  in  his  ob- 
servations in  answer  to  them. 

The  first  objection  which  had  been  made  was, 
that  no  compensation  had  been  stipulated  to 
the  United  States  for  the  supposed  breach  of 
the  Treaty  of  1783,  in  carrying  off  the  negroes. 
This  olgeotion,  he  had  suppcwed,  was  so  oom- 
pletety  answered  by  his  colleagne,  (Ur.  Enx- 
Hocsx,)  who  had  been  np  the  day  before,  that 
he  should  not  have  added  on  that  bead,  but  that 
he  had  since  found  gentiemen  still  insisting  on 
that  objection.  He  was  particularly  surprised 
to  hear  the  gentleman  Irom  Pennsylvania  (Ur. 
TrsDUtt)  stating  that  he  conceived  the  negro 
article  to  have  been  put  Into  the  Treaty  expreaa- 
ly  as  a  compensation  or  set-off  for  the  engage- 
ment to  pay  the  British  debts.  This  pretension, 
he  thought,  had  been  faWj  refuted  by  the  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Adams's  journal,  quoted  by  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  his  correspondence  with  Hr.  Hamil- 
ton, and  which  had  been  read  by  his  coUengne. 
From  that  extract,  it  appeared  that  a  claim  for 
n^roes  and  other  property  which  had  been 
plundered,  carried  off,  and  destroyed  by  the 
British,  was  made  by  onr  commissioners,  as  a 
setoff  against  a  daim  made  by  the  British  oon^ 
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miMtonera  for  r«slorttloD  of  oonfltoatod  Mtatefl ; 
ud  tbat  the  one  of  tfaoee  cUima  was  ftbandaned 
with  the  other.  Had  the  gentlemait  from  Feon- 
aylTania  taken  the  paiiu  to  examine  the  journal 
itf  Ur.  Adams,  which  might  be  seen  br  any  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  at  the  office  oi  the  Seore- 
tarr  of  State,  he  would  have  found  how  the 
article  come  to  be  inserted. 

Before  the  tigni»t  ef  At  Treatim  with  which 
the  astraot  made  bj  Mr.  JeSenon  is  doaed, 
atandi  in  the  original  the  hiatory  of  this  article 
in  these  words : 

"  Mr.  Lanrau  nid,  tbera  oe^  to  be  a  Mlpnlati«n 
ttat  the  BritUi  troopi  dtoold  Mirr  off  DO  negKiM  or 
•dnr  property ;  »•  all  f—i-  Mr,  0*wald  cauent- 
•a,  <B^  e*eB  I**  TnaUm  wm  mgnti,"  t*. 

Thin,  Mr.  Oorr  said,  waa  all  the  mention  be 
eoold  find  respecting  this  article,  ezoept  in  a 
mbeeqaent  part  of  the  same  letter,  in  which 
Mr.  Adams  obserres : 


mDU  han  been  noncT.  Hia  appraheDdon,  uotwilb- 
thi-"~g  bU  deplor^le  afflictiwi  nader  the  raoent  km 
«f  n  exeetlcBt  m  ni,  ii  u  qtuci,  biM  jiid|;mant  as 
Knmd,  and  hii  baart  a>  Arm  at  ever.  He  hmd  an  op- 
poftoiutT  of  aiamii^g  the  vliola,  and  jading  ud 
^pnrii^ ;  and  lh«  aitids  which  ha  oanaed  to  be  in- 
aerled  at  Iba  Tei7  lut,  that  no  piopenj  nhould  be 
oanied  oO,  which  would  most  probahlj,  in  the  eudI- 
tiplid^  aad  laarj  at  a^in,  Utb  etoaped  na,  wm 
innth  a  longar  joomeT,  If  that  had  been  all,  but  hii 
nama  amd  iniigfat  ii  added,  which  ii  of  mooh  greater 


From  these  eztntota,  it  appeared,  the  artiole 
waa  not  a  ealtiect  of  negotiotioD,  bnt  inserted  at 
the  close  of  the  traosaotion.  witbont  disonsdon, 
a*  a  matter  of  course,  and.  which  Hr.  Adams 
■apposee  might,  in  the  mnltipUoitj  and  harry  of 
a^irs,  have  been  omitted,  if  Mr.  Lanrens  had 
not  snnested  it. 

Mr.  0.  said,  he  would  oandidl;^  aoknowleclEe 
that  it  was  very  extraordinary  to  him,  that  the 
oonstrDction  which  had  been  senerallj  pat  on 
the  article  in  America,  should  have  ao  nniTer- 
sally  prevailed,  if  it  was  not  the  trne  one,  that 


ttppoiated  to  saperintend  the  embarliatioD  at 
New  York,  in  the  year  1783.  SliU  more  ex- 
traordinary waa  it  to  him,  to  find  Mr.  Jay  him- 
tetf^  when  Seoretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  in  the 
year  17S6,  in  a  report  be  then  made  to  Con- 
gress on  the  sabjeot,  coneidering  the  oorryiug 
off  of  those  negroes  as  a  violation  of  the  Treaty, 
and  BBying  further,  that  he  mideretood  from  Mr. 
Adams,  then  at  the  Conrt  of  London,  that  the 
British  Minister  bad  no  otuecUoiiB  to  making 
compensation  for  them.  Stitl  he  believed,  the 
tnie  construction  of  the  article  was,  that  it  was 
dwlgned  only  to  prevent  plunder  by  the  British 
troops,  and  carrying  off  of  American  property, 
■ooordinff  to  the  ordmary  agreements  in  Treaties, 
-wliich  aupnlate  for  the  giving  up  of  conquered 
oountriea.  True,  it  might  be  asked,  why  say 
Degroea  or  other  proper^!    The  expression,  be 


agreed,  was  not  correct,  nnleas  a  doubt  mi 
have  been  entertained  whether  negroes  a 
iroperty ;  bnt  the  word  negroes  munt  be  qad- 
led  by  other  property,  with  which  it  is  ca» 
nected,  and  could  t^ierato  only  as  if  it 
aaid  horses  or  other  property,  which  no  pa 
would  contend  amounted  to  »  atipalati<»>  noi  la 
cany  off  what  bad  once  been,  bat  by  the  las* 
of  war  and  nations,  befiw«  the  close  oif  the  wa^ 
bad  ceased  to  be  the  pnq>erty  o{  Anoerieaa  ia- 
habitants.  Four  gentlemen  from  Vugiiua  bti 
innsted  on  this  objectioD,  and  not  one  at  tbes 
hod  deigned  to  remark  on  tfae  otmstroctkm  irf 
the  article  itselt  They  had  all  relied  npta  tht 
common  nnderatanding  of  it.  That  this  nnder' 
standing  oonld  not  change  the  aeaae  at  At 
article,  if  it  was  not  donhtfnl,  could  not  bt 
denied.  Tbur  leaving  the  article  uid  resortiag 
to  the  common  understanding  of  it,  be  eomeMv- 
ed  to  be  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  gentle- 
men, that  the  instrument  itself  woald  not  ItM 
the  ooDstj^ctioQ  they  wished  to  give  iL 

Whether  the  o^tiator  bad  nrsed  this  eco- 
strnction  of  the  article,  and  fonnd  be  eoold  oat 
obtain  its  admission,  or  even  an  arbitraam  npta 
it,  he  did  not  know;  fi-ora  his  optnion  <4  the 
good  sense  and  utderstandlng  of  Mr.  Jay,  bow- 
ever,  be  was  for  himself  satisfied  that,  what- 
ever might  have  been  bis  former  omitiana,  oa 
attending  to  the  subject,  he  had  fttond  what  bad 
been  celled  the  American  constraction  was  not 
the  Just  one,  and  had  therefore  abandoned  iL 

m.  C.  said,  be  was  aware  that  the  oonatrve- 
tion  he  contended  fiK'  had  been  called  the 
Britifli  construction,  and  Catnilbu^i  constrao- 
lion;  that  he  hod  himself  however,  ftdoptad 
more  than  two  ^eara  ago,  the  first  time  he  had 
paid  any  attention  to  &e  article,  npon  no  other 
impulse  or  authority  than  hisown  jadgmMit,0B 
the  poDsal  of  It,  and  even  before  he  had  ewe 
heard  of  any  other  ooostmctlon  of  it  than  that 
he  contended  tgainst,  be  was  aware  that  thoe 
was  a  kind  of  patriotism  which  claimed  every 
thing  for  one's  oonntry,  whether  oon^stent^ 
with  truth,  justice,  and  candor,  or  not ;  for  him- 
self, he  bad  no  pretenaons  to  aucb  patriotisi& 
He  believed  Mr.  Jay  bad  none,  and  if  be  wsa 
convinoed  that  the  American  oonstmction  of 
this  article  was  unfounded,  he  thought  it  for  hit 
honor,  and  the  honor  of  this  ooontij,  that  be 
had  abandoned  it. 

When  Mr.  Corr  had  oonduded — 

Mr.  a.  Smtth  rose  and  said,  the  sabjeet  then 
before  the  committee  appeared  to  him  to  be  </ 
an  importance  at  least  equal  to  the  great  eonsti- 
tntioiial  questim  which  agitated  the  Emm 
daring  the  present  sessiou ;  it  has  bad,  and  fas 
trusted  would  continne  to  have,  the  same  caba 
attention  paid  to  ite  diacuaslon.  He  hoped  and 
expected  that  it  would  ultimatdy  be  determined 
with  a  view  to  the  real  interest  of  the  n^cui, 
under  the  existing  state  ef  things. 

When  the  Treaty  was  first  published  be  bad 
read  it  with  attention,  and  although  he  hod  net 
seen  all  those  ftults  with  which  it  has  ainee  ben 
charged,  yet  there  was,  to  hia  view,  so  l^tto  good 


onuinea  m  ii,  ana  bo  mncn  or  eni  lo  oe  appre- 
ended  fhtm  i^  that  he  hod  felt  a  hope  that  the 
'BESisEn  ironld  not  have  ratified  it.  He  had 
een  disappoiiited,  yet  he  had  not  a  doubt  but 
tie  Fkibidest,  after  the  most  mature  con- 
ideration,  had  given  his  sigaatnre;  being  poB- 
sesed,  as  he  was,  of  ererj  information  relative 
i  ■  anhject  so  very  important,  he  conld  better 
etermfne  on  the  polio;  of  ita  adoption  than 
koee  who  were  leas  infonned.  Still  there  were 
MUiy  artioles,  partionlHrlf  the  commercial, 
rhlch  every  man  might  lodge  of  from  the  face 
f  the  instrument.  On  these  he  did  not  hesitate 
3  givean opinion:  which  was,  that  tbef  vrora- 
»  not  one  Bolitary  advantage,  and  Bbaoble  onr 
onunerce  in  manj  important  points.  He  woold 
,ot  trouble  the  committee  with  going  deeply 
[ito  a  BoUect  that  haa  already  been  so  abt  j  dis- 
naaed.  He,  however,  couid  not  reftain  from  a 
ew  remarks  on  the  right  to  coontervail  onr  ei- 
n  duties  on  tonnage  of  goods  imported  In  for- 
ign  bottonuL  He  asked  what  would  thie  coun- 
ervail  be?  Oonld  any  mut  tell!  It  was  not 
peciBed  in  the  article ;  it  waa  then  di»cretion- 
iT  with  the  British ;  diseretionary  with  a  nation 
□le  of  right  has  always  been  the 


latioDS.  To  such  a  nation  was  it  proper  to 
mat  a  latitude  of  that  extent  f  Will  she  make 
wr  coontervail  oppressive  and  unjost?  It  is 
nore  than  probable  she  will,  and  if  she  should, 
rhat  remedy  have  we  t  None :  for  we  are  for- 
ndden  by  the  same  article  to  l^tislate  fnrther  on 
lie  subject. 

He  said  he  would  take  leave  to  explain  the 
LStta  article  which  relatea  to  the  East  India 
nde,  and  which  it  has  been  said  gives  such  solid 
idvantoge  as  to  counterbalance  all  the  evils 
uising  ont  of  the  Treaty.  He  bad  taken  some 
|>ains  to  inform  himself  on  this  subject,  and  he 
liad  foand  that  the  Americana,  in  common  with 
tQ  other  nations,  traded  to  the  British  and  other 
[Mirts  of  India,  and  were  every  where  received 
with  that  sort  of  kindness  which  grows  ont  of 
the  interest  that  the  vender  has  in  selling  his 
ilooda  for  ready  money,  and  to  a  great  profit; 
that  OUT  trade  is  so  much  the  interest  of  the  In- 
lia  Company,  and  of  all  its  officers  and  factors,  as 
nell  as  of  the  private  traders  residing  there ; 
that  it  was  ridicalons  to  suppose  the  India  Com- 
paoy  would  prevent  it;  and,  if  they  should, 
what  woold  be  the  evil  t  Little  or  none ;  for 
there  were  other  ports,  belon^g  either  to  other 
Enropean  powers  or  to  the  natives,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  all  the  English  ports,  who  would  re- 
ceive us  with  open  arms,  and  supply  us  for  our 
^ver,  on  terms  eqoal,  or  nearly  so.  He  then 
stated  that  onr  ships  could  now  carry  from  one 
port  in  India  to  another,  to  China,  or  to  Europe ; 
aa  emnlojmentthat  had  been  found  very  Incra- 
Uve.  Under  the  Treaty  they  must  proceed  with 
whatever  they  pnrihaae  in  an  English  port  di- 
rect to  America.  The  articie  soys.  His  H^esty 
consents  to  your  trade  to  India,  and  this  is  called 
a  boon.  It  appeared  to  him  Just  as  ridionlouaae 


To  enumerate  the  many  faults  he  found  witli 
the  Treaty,  as  well  of  omission  as  commission, 
wonld  take  up  too  much  of  their  precious  time; 
yet  he  trusted  he  should  be  excused  for  taljng  a 
short  view  of  its  leading  features. 

"When  the  envoy  was  sent  to  Great  Britain,  he 


We  find  tliat  object  attended  to  so  vaguely  that 
our  best-informed  men  seem  doubtftil  whether 
much  will  ever  be  recovered  under  the  Treaty; 
they  find  that  in  every  instanoe  the  loser  mnst 
first  pursue  his  remedy  through  their  tedious  and 
expensive  Oourta.  We  find,  that  by  fair  con- 
struction, we  have  acknowledged  ourselves  to 
have  been  the  infractors  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace; 
for  what  was  the  ground  on  which  some  of  the 
Statea  placed  legal  impedimenta  to  the  recovery 
of  British  debts?  Why,  that  Lord  Dorchester 
had  refused  to  deliver  up  or  pay  for  the  negroa 
which,  by  that  Treaty,  ought  to  have  been  re- 
stored, and  which  slaves  would  have  assisted 
their  masters  by  their  labor  to  pay  those  debts; 
yet  we  see  no  mention  of  them  in  the  Treaty ; 
and  we  find,  to  our  surprise,  men,  dnce  this 
Treaty,  defending  the  construction  lately  put  on 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  by  the  British,  and  which 
hadneverbefore  been  heard  of;  thus  acquieedng 
in  the  charge  of  onr  being  the  first  aggreseora. 
But  this  only  relates  to  our  honor,  and  of  coum 
con  be  of  little  consequence  to  a  nation  whoso 
rule  of  conduct  is  to  submit  to  every  thing,  pro- 
vided, that  on  the  whole  account,  {hen  appears 
to  be  a  balance  of  profit  in  its  favor. 
After  having  thus  formed  his  opinion  relative 
the  Treaty,  his  next  inquiry  was,  is  the  Treaty 
constitutional  ?  On  that  point  he  had  held  him- 
self open  to  conviction,  and  waited  its  discuedon. 
He  had  not  heard  any  gentleman  declare  it  nn- 
oonatitutional,  except  one,  (Mr.  Page,)  who 
seemed  to  give  hisopinionasifhestill  doubted; 
and  having  carefully  considered  the  subject,  he 
was  now  of  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  di- 
rectly repugnant  to  the  constitution  in  the  in- 
strument. Be  then  inquired  whether,  under  tha 
eiisting  state  of  things,  the  Treaty  ought  to  bo 
rejected?  whether  it  contained  stipulations  so 
extremely  iqjurjous  to  Che UnitedStates as  ought 
to  induce  the  House  of  Representativee  to  r^ect 
a  compact  made  by  the  other  branches  of  the 
Government !  In  the  t«n  first  articles,  which 
are  permanent,  he  found  some  objections.  The 
third  article,  which,  like  many  otiiers,  cannot  b« 
well  understood,  seems  to  say  that  goods  Im- 
ported in  Sritdsh  bottoms  to  the  porta  of  the 
Lakes,  shall  pay  extra  duty.  If  this  be  a  true 
oonatmction,  it  will  then  b«  necessary  to  repeal 
our  restraining  duties,  to  make  tho  Treaty  by 
law  consistent  with  the  constitution,  which  re- 
quires that  all  duties  shall  be  equal.  The  tenth 
article  ties  oar  hands  against  seqneelration,  a 
power  which  ought  not  to  be  exercised,  except 
on  some  very  extraordinary  ocoauons;  jet  H 
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vu  a  power  wb{ch,oonsideriiig<iar  T«latiT«  at- 
n&tion  to  OrMt  Britain,  it  wm  iroprndent  to 
part  with;  still,  onfoiroondder^ioD.hedidDot 
fled  that  tliera  waa  niffloieiit  oanae,  on  the  ac- 
ooant,  to  r^Mt  the  Tr«a^,  in  the  ritnation  w« 
are  now  placed.  The  reaidna  viU  exjura  in  two 
or  three  jeara. 

TctsDAr,  April  20. 
EBteutien  of  BritiA  TVwity. 

Vr.  Dwioar  Foena  obaerved,  that  aa  the 
■abject  before  the  committee  bad  been  nuantety 
dlscuKed,  it  was  not  to  be  exited  Bn}i  new 
ar^ments,  either  on  the  one  ade  or  the  other, 
would  be  adduced.  Bilherto,  he  bad  been  silent 
— though  Bilent,  he  had  not  been  Inattentive — 
he  hnd  listened  vith  candor  to  everj  thing 
which  had  been  oflered;  he  had  formed  bis 
0{HDion  npon  serionB  deliberation,  and  waa  ready 
to gjre  it  whenever  thequestion  sboald  be  taken. 

When  the  resolution  reqoeetiDg  the  Pbbsi- 
BCKT  to  la;  before  the  Hoqm  a  copy  of  the  in- 
■tractions,  correspondence,  and  other  dooaments 
relative  to  this  Treaty,  was  under  conrideration, 
Ur,  F.  observed,  that  be  had  intended  to  have  ex- 
pressed  bia  eentimeots  on  the  subject ;  bat  the 
great  length  of  time  which  was  spent  in  that 
discussion,  and  the  extreme  impadenoe  dis- 
covered by  many  membeia  to  have  the  qnestioa 
taken,  indnced  him,  as  it  might  several  others, 
to  be  content  with  eiproaaing  a  silent  vote,  as 
be  did  with  the  minority,  on  that  oooaaon. 
This  he  waa  the  more  willing  to  do,  as  it  was 
then  well  known  that  the  Treaty  itself  wonld 
be  before  the  House ;  that  some  sppropriations 
would  be  reqniute,  on  their  part,  to  carry  it 
into  effect;  and,  it  was  not  to  be  donbted  bnt 
every  gentleman  who  wished  to  ezpreea  his  ooin- 
ion  wonld  have  an  opportonity.  The  time  nad 
now  arrived,  and  several  days  had  been  spent 
already,  he  believed  not  anprofltablj,  in  de- 
UberatJikg  on  an  instroment  which  had  been  the 
oaniie  of  great  agitation  in  the  United  Stat«a. 

He  was  heretofore  one  of  those  who  coa- 
ridered  the  negotiation  as  advisable;  it  appeared 
to  him  the  only  means  by  which  the  horrors  of 
Tar  were  to  be  avoided.  He  therefbre  r^oioed 
when  the  pBUiDEira  eppoint«d  an  Envoy  for 
tiie  pnrpose  of  negotiation ;  nor  did  he  yet  find 
an;r'  reason  to  apprehend  the  measare  was  inlo- 
didous.  Far  otherwise,  Hebelieveditwaaiight, 
proper,  and  advisable ;  and  that  the  result  wonld 
prove  highh'  advantageons  and  fortunate  for  oar 
ooDutry.  He  fiirther  said,  that  he  had  oriticiOly 
.  examined  the  varions  artiolea  of  the  Treaty: 
that  be  had  weighed  the  arguments  for  and 
against  them.  Jointly  and  severally;  that  he 
bad  conddered  them  all  with  the  attention  their 
Importance  required;  and  though,  in  some  in- 
stances, we  might  have  wished  an  extensicHi  of 
advantages  on  our  aide,  he  was  boond,  in  oon- 
Bcienoe,  to  declare  that  he  thought  the  Treaty 
as  beneficial  to  os  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect. 

The  right  of  the  PsniDEin,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  TrM- 


ties,  is  a  principle  cleaHy  defined  by  the  ranalita- 
tion.  Not  a  single  power  delegated  by  the  «» 
stitntion  to  any  one  branch  of  the  GoTtmtaMt 
is  defined  in  terma  more  explicit,  or  less  Ib^ 
to  be  misanderstood,  than  uioae  which  d^m 
the  Treaty-making  power  of  the  United  Exato: 
and,  doring  the  whole  oonr«e  of  the  former  tfi 
present  debates,  Kr.  F.  obaerved,  be  h»d  not  bea 
able  to  raise  a  doabt  in  hia  oim  mind  on  tks 
snl^ect.  The  Treaty  under  coDrideratkn  iai 
been  dniy  made  and  ratified  by  the  proper  la- 
thority,  oonstitnted  for  this  purpose  bj  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States;  as  sacfa  it  w«a  aaw 
before  the  committee  and  demanded  thw  sen- 
OQS  attention  aad  req>ect.  The  sobjert  was  al- 
lowed by  all  to  be  of  importanee.  To  hha  ft 
q>peared  more  momentoua  than  any  otlitf 
which,  at  an;  time  since  the  establishinent  at 
the  Qovemment,  had  engroeeed  the  atteotin 
of  CongTen.  He  viewed  it  not  as  a  qnestjoa 
of  peace  or  war  only,  bat  as  involving  qneadoM 
of  hi  greater  magnitnde.  He  meant  uie  ptm- 
ent  unexampled  .prosperity  of  thia  ooontry,  ov 
political  hjmpiness,  onr  excellent  eonatitutiiB, 
and  probably,  in  its  oonsequenoes,  the  eastata 
of  the  national  GovemmenL 

Mr.  KiTOHKu.  said,  he  ooold  throw  no  n«r 
light  upon  the  subject  under  diacasmui ;  he 
wished  only  to  eipres  a  few  ideas  which  waoU 
lead  him  to  support  the  resolution  in  it«  {kcs^ 
form.  He  did  not  believe  the  Treaty  to  Im  Ihrt 
box  of  Pandora,  wliich  was  to  acatter  ovih  cf 
every  kind  upon  the  land.  He  believed  then 
were  stipalations  in  iavor  of  the  Utdted  Stat^ 
as  well  Bs  in  favor  of  Great  Britain ;  and  wfaea 
the  Ministers  of  the  two  nations  enter  into 
contract,  It  most  be  expected  that  stipnlatkiM 
will  be  agreed  to  on  each  side  which  will  not 
appear  perfectly  satiafactory  to  either,  ss  e»- 
t^n  ocHiceasions  must  be  made  on  both  adea. 

He  wonld  mention  only  the  probable  ooosa- 
quenoea  of  rejecting  the  Treaty.  The  di^wd- 
tion  of  the  two  nations  towards  each  other 
at  the  time  of  entering  into  negotJatiixL  wis 
well  known.  The  ^wliatjons  and  injuries  done 
to  the  American  vesads  had  wound  up  Ameri- 
can resentment  to  the  hi^eet  pitch.  HqniTy 
for  America,  Britwi  saw  canse  to  change  b« 
system  of  aggres^on.  He  believed,  with  sonM 
other  gentlemen,  that  Britdu  had  not  only 
formed  the  plan  of  cmshing  lie  rising  lib^'tiei 
of  Franoe,  but  also  of  extending  h^'  views  to 
America;  but,  &om  a  reverse  of  fortone^Ae 


against  France,  Thwe  was  another  thing;  Aa 
people  of  Eui^and  were  damorons  (m  aooonot  of 
the  utjuriee  done  to  the  vessels  of  America ;  Ihsy 
were  seen  to  be  onjost,  and  were  pnblidy  re- 
probated. Theea  circumstances  were  bvoraUs 
to  onr  negotiation,  and  he  believed  they  coold 
at  DO  time  have  got  a  better  T^reaty,  than  at  tlw 
time  the  preeeot  waa  agreed  upon. 

He  said,  the;  had  only  three  altenutivea 
Either  to  give  aid  to  the  Treaty,  oonlinDe  to 
bear  the  insnlts  of  Great  BritiuD,  or  dse  to  i» 
termine  resolutely  on  tliA  dnnier  resort,  war. 
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Stan^iouii/BnlithTnalr. 


itr.  Gbibwold  sud,  that  in  bis  opinioD,  the 
BXtdUsive  view  nhicli  the  oommittee  wei-e  tak- 
ing   of   the  mania  of  the  Tre&ty  with  Great 
Bntaun    was  unwarranted  bj  the  CooBtitoiIon 
of  the  United  States;  that  he  did  not  believe 
any  part  of  the  Treaty-making  power  had  been 
del^ated  to  tho  Hooae  of  RepreseDtativee ;  and 
tiiat  the  oommittee  might  with  as  mnch  pro- 
prietj^   examine  the  merits  of  the  conatitiition 
itself,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  thej 
'Would  ezecoto  it  or  not,  aa  to  exomiae  the 
treaty  in  the  manner  which  had  been  adopted 
la  the  committee.    He  had,  on  a  former  ooca- 
moQ,  delivered  his  opinions  on  that  subject,  and 
lie  "woald  not  attempt  to  repeat  them ;  Dot  since 
tihe  Doaunittee  had  thought  proper  to  take  an 
extensive  view  of  the  merits  of  the  Treat7,  he 
'would  follow  the  eiample  which  had  been  set 
ttim,  and  submit  a  few  obserratione  upon  that 
Bubject — more  porticularlj  as  he  believed  that 
hq  dlacossion  would  prove  injorious  to  that  in- 
Btrnnient.     He  should  not,  however,  attempt  to 
take  a  very  extensive  view  of  the  eub^eot,  as 
gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him  had  eihanat- 
ed  akaoet  every  part  of  the  subject  and  left 
little  to  be  Baid  at  that  period  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  G.  sdd  the  Treaty  embraced  three  great 
objects: 

1.  The  execution  of  those  parts  of  the  Treaty 
of  1788,  which  remuned  uneiecnted. 

2.  The  settlement  of  dispntes. 

8.  Stipnlatione  for  regulating  the  commercial 
and  other  interooarse  between  the  two  nations. 
He  said  that  it  would  be  agreed  on  every  aide 
of  the  House  that  these  objects  were  important ; 
and  if  they  had  been  jostly  and  fairly  secared 
by  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty,  it  would  not 
be  said  that  the  oommittee  ought  to  fast  dia- 
saUsBed  with  that  inatmment.  He  believed 
that  this  was  really  the  ease,  and  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  no  jnst  cause  to  complain  of  the 
terms  therein  contained. 

Several  objections,  bowevCTj  had  been  made 
to  that  part  of  the  Treaty  which  provided  for 
the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  17BS.  It  had 
been  siud  that  this  Treaty  did  not  provide  for 
every  part  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which  re- 
muned  unexecuted;  and  that  conditions  were 
annexed  to  the  execntion  of  those  parts  of  that 
Treaty  which  hod  l>een  provided  for  highly  inja^ 
noustoCheinterestoftheUnitedStates.  Hesaid, 
if  those  objections  were  well  founded,  they  form- 
ed  a  very  serious  objection  to  the  present  Trea- 
ty: but  he  could  not  find  them  by  comparing 
or  euminiug  the  two  Treaties.  The  only  arti- 
«le  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which  it  was  said  had 
been  violated  by  the  British  Government,  and 
was  not  provided  for  by  the  present  Treaty, 
was  that  which  respected  the  negroes  and  other 
roperty  of  the  American  inhabitants.  He  stud 
.  le  would  not  detain  the  committee  with  many 
remarks  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  as  it  had 
been  vetv  folly  and  ablv  explained  by  gentlemen 
who  bad  gone  before  Lim :  he  only  mentioned 
it  for  the  purpose  of  reading  that  part  of  the 
jowaal  of  ICr.  Adams,  one  of  the  American 


negotiators  of  the  peace,  which  i    i 
lat^  to  this  snl^eot.    The  aam 
been  already  read  by  different  gc 
tached  parts,  bnt  he  wi^ed  to  b    : 
Jonrnal  at  one  view  before  the  ta    i 
said,  however,  that  be  ought  b    i 
had  been  already  said  on  the  : 
article  in  qneslion  did  not  wan;    t 
aid  to  assist  the  committee  with  i 
The  words  of  the  article  were  c 

E licit;  they  declared  that  the  evs  : 
e  made  withont  carrying  awt 
or  other  property  belonging  to 
inhabitanle ; "  and  as  it  was  nnii  i 
that  the  negroes  who  had  been  : 
coniusted  either  of  those  who  1  ■ 
their  masters  during,  the  war,  ot  I 
emancipation,  or  of  those  who  hi  : 
as  plunder  in  the  period  of  hosti  I 
could  exist  bot  tJiat  in  all  those  i 
perty  in  the  negroes  was  chang  ; 
were  no  longer  the  property  > 
inhabitants,  and  of  course  it  ' 
tion  of  the  Treaty  to  carry  then  . 
whatever  might  have  since  beei 
snbject,  be  was  convinced  that 
Oomroisuoners,  at  the  close  of  tl  i 
bad  no  Idea  of  inclading  in  the  T^  . 
a  stlpnlation  to  seeure  a  restoraU  i 
then  in  the  possession  of  the  Brit 
evince  this  &ct,  he  said  he  would  : 
joamal  he  had  tiefon  alluded  t  . 
some  paragraphs  from  that  jonni  I 
Mr.  G.  said  that  it  u)pe^ed,  A  • 
nal  he  had  read,  on  what  gronni 
tioD  respecting  the  negroes  stood. 
agent  claimed  a  restitution  of  confi  i 
To  rebut  this  demand,  the  Amer  i 
sionerB,  among  other  things,  dain  i 
tion  for  negroes  and  other  proper  ; 
been  taken  as  plunder  indifferent  i 
war.  Unding,  however,  that  1 1 
could  be  obtained  on  tliese  con'  i 
they  were  all  relinqnished  as  h 
and  the  claim  for  negroes,  whi : 
made  for  no  other  purpose  than 
claim  for  confiscated  estates,  was 
coorse,  and,  at  the  moment  of 
Treaty,  the  article  in  qneetioa  wi  i 
not  to  secure  a  restitution  of  pn ; 
had  been  changed  by  the  eventi 
bnt  to  secure  by  stipolation,  that 
tions  shonld  be  made  withont  any 
or  carrying  away  property  really 
the  American  inhabitants.  He  eai' 
always  been  a  matter  of  surprise 
any  gentleman  had  pnt  a  different 
on  this  article ;  and  he  thought  thi 
done  wisely  in  excluding  from 
Treaty  a  chum  which  did  not  posi 
shadow  of  Justice. 

Mr.  GAij.iTDf  said  he  would  not 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  prece' 
dwelling  upon  the  discretion  of  th 
— a  questioD  which  had  already  be< 
of  tbeir  deliberation,  and  been  ( 


GooqIc 


tOOQIC 
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■otemD  vote.  0«iitl»m«D  irbo  htd  been  in  the 
mlnoTity  on  that  qnwttoo  might  g<v«  an;  ocn- 
■tnictioD  thOT  jdnwed  to  the  deolmtm?  Ntotn- 
tioii  «f  the  Boiue ;  tiiaj  might  agidn  niMst  that, 
to  retwe  to  oarrv  the  Tru^  into  effMt,  wm  » 
Itreaeb  of  the  pnblie  fiuth,  wbidi  tliej  oonoMTeJ 
m  being  pledged  b;  the  Facansirt  •od  8ttat«. 
This  h^  been  the  groond  on  whidi  a  diSerenoe 
of  opinion  had  existed  once  the  bMinning  of 
the  diMQsnon.  It  naa  because  ttw  Book 
thoQgbt  the  bith  of  the  nation  conld  not,  on 
those  enbjeota  evbmitted  to  the  power  of  Oos- 
greas,  be  pledged  hj  any  conetitnted  Aotbority 
frther  than  the  I^e^^tnre,  that  they  bad  re- 
■olved  that,  in  ail  Buch  casea,  it  wm  tbeir  ri^ 
and  dnlj  tu  ooaaidw  the  ezpedleney  of  carrying 
a  Tivatv  into  effect.  If  the  Honse  tbongbt  tike 
tulh  of  the  nation  slread;  pledged,  they  conld 
not  ctatm  tnj  discretion ;  Uiere  woold  be  oo 
room  left  to  delibersie  upon  the  expediency  of 
the  thing.  He  reeolntion  now  nnder  coBstdsra' 
Hon  wu  merely  ''that  it  vas  expedient  to  cany 
the  British  Treaty  into  effect,"  and  not  whether 
they  were  bonndb;  national  fUth  todo  it.  He 
wonld,  therefore,  consider  the  question  <rf  ex- 
yedieney  alone ;  and,  thinking  as  be  did,  tliat 
the  House  had  fuH  discretion  on  the  anbjeot,  he 
omceived  tiiat  there  was  as  much  reejMinsibility 
In  deciding  in  the  affirmative  ae  in  rejecting  the 
resolution ;  that  they  would  l>e  equally  answer- 
able for  the  conaeqnencea  that  mi^t  follow 
tccxD  either. 

It  was,  howerer,  true  that  Uiere  was  a  great 
difference  between  the  situation  of  this  oonntry 
is  the  year  17M,  when  a  negotia*'or  wai 
pointed,  and  that  in  which  we  were  at  pres 
and  that  oonaeqnencee  would  follow  the  refusal 
to  earry  into  effect  the  Treaty  in  its  present 
stage,  which  wonld  not  bare  attended  a  reftisal 
to  negotiate,  and  enter  into  such  a  Treaty, 
The  question  of  expediency,  therefore,  asenmed 
befbre  them  a  di%rent  and  more  complex  shi^ 
than  when  before  the  negotiator,  the  Senate,  or 
the  PKB8m«.\T.  The  Treaty,  ta  itself,  and  ab- 
stractedly conddered,  might  be  iqjnrions  " 
might  be  anch  an  instmroent  as,  in  the  opii; 
of  the  Hooae,  onght  not  to  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Executive;  and  yet,  such  as  it  was,  they 
might  think  it  expedient,  under  the  preeent 
eircnroatances,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  He 
would,  therefore,  first  take  a  view  ti  the  provi- 
nons  of  the  Treaty  itseli;  and  in  tbe  next  plaoe, 
Bnppoeing  it  injarious,  ccoinder,  in  case  it  was 
not  carried  into  effect,  what  wonld  be  tbe  na- 
tural consequences  of  anoh  refUsaL 

The  provisiona  of  the  Trea^  relate  either  t« 
the  a^Qstment  of  past  difi^enees  or  to  " 
ftitnre  interconrse  of  the  two  nations. 
differences  now  eiistiag  between  Great  Britain 
and  tliia  country  aroee  either  from  the  non- 
execution  of   some   articles   of  the  Trea^  of 
Feace,  or  from  tlie  effoete  of  the  present  En 
pean  war.    The  complainla  of  Britain  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Treaty  of  IT8S  were  confiued  to  tbe 
legal  impediments  thrown  by  the  several  States 
in  Uie  w^  of  the  recoTary  of  British  debta. 


M  that  subject;  tbe  Dnited  States  wm tasj 
to  make  fnll  and  wHn[dete  eacBpensaika  fcr  « 
lossMMinngfro&i  that  source,  and  emypiai 


n  tbe  part  of  Great  Briliii  « 


of  oompl^l  ei 
rwnoTed. 

Having  tbns  done  full  jastic«  to  the  etka  » 
tion,  America  had  a  ri^t  to  expect  iktt  t^ 
atlentioo  shoald  be  pud  to  bercUasaiaf 
from  infractions  of  the  Tra*^  of  Pcata,  n: 
MmpaiBation  fhr  the  negioM  csnied  B«q^ 
lie  Britishi  restoratkm  of  tha  Teat^n  pm, 
and  indemoifleatlcm  for  tbeir  detentko. 

On  tbe  saMect  of  tbe  first  daim,  wUd  W 
been  ol^ected  to  a*  gramdless,  be  mdd  A 
serre,  that  be  was  not  satisfied  that  tfas  em 
stroetim  gJTsn  by  tbe  British  Oovcnmotk 
thai  article  of  tiie  Trea^  was  tastiitdtns)! 
the  letter  of  the  article.  lint  oooAwte 
rested  (m  tjie  snppoeition  tiut  davessnMOk 
the  general  denominaftm  of  boo^,  sad  mi 
ahenated  the  moment  they  fell  in  the  fow 
lion  of  an  enemy,  so  that  all  tboae  vbe  w^i 
the  hands  of  tbe  firitieh  wfaea  tbe  I^is9<t 
Peace  was  signed,  mnst  be  eooadared  as  Bdat) 
and  not  American  property,  and  were  Ht  '* 
eluded  in  tha  article.  It  wtMiM  horecffi^ 
pear  by  recunina  to  VatUI,  when  qieaki^  ^ 
the  right  of  jMswntMiHsii,  that  slaves  iren  ui 
considered  as  part  of  tha  bo«y  whidi  ■■ 
alienated  by  the  act  of  e^ura,  akd  that  Aif 
were  ranked  ratbM'  with  real  pstyBrtt,  to  tk 
profits  of  which  oaiy  the  esfttove  wen  taSSti 
Be  that  «  it  may,  there  was  no  doabt  Hd  6* 
oonstmction  given  by  Amartea  waa  tbsl  *W 
had  been  understood  hy  the  pwlies  at  tbe  SM 
of  making  the  Treaty.  The  joarmfa  of  t^ 
Adams,  qnoted  by  a  gentleman  from  Cofiwrii 
cut,  (Hr.  Con)  prored  this  fiilly ;  for  vhcs  h 
says  that  the  msertion  (rf  this  sjti^  vttdm 
worth  the  journey  of  Mr,  Lanrtma  from  I>nda^ 
can  it  be  sapposed  that  be  -would  ban  iui " 
mocb  stress  on  aelanae  w]ueh,Ma>rSBgti*iit 
new  construction  now  aUempted  lo  b«|pva, 
meant  only  that  the  British  wonld  mow)  ■ 
new  act  of  hoBtihtyt  would  not  eanj  »«T 
^vea  at  that  time  in  possession  of  AneriBS"' 
Ooogreis  had  reeognixed  that oopstngtwi^ 
adopting  the  resolution  which  bad  been  ^roq 
quoted,  and  whidi  was  introdBeed  "f^^ 
motion  of  Mr.  Alexander  Eamihen;  sad  it  I* 
not  been  denied  that  the  British  Uinistiy,  daiil 
Mr.  Adams's  embasNy,  had  also  agreed  t?  it- 

But  when  our  negotiator  had,  fbrtbe)^ 
peace,  waived  that  claim  ;  whim  be  lad  ^ 
abandoned  tbe  right  which  AmeriiM  bid  ts  •- 
mand  an  indemnificafimi  for  the  detertJ*  j 
the  posts,  although  he  had  ocBoeded  1^  J? 
of  a  similar  nature,  whidi  Great  Britai"  *»  " 
the  detection  of  debt ;  when  he  bad  IbH  Vl* 
up  evay  thing  which  nu^iit  be  anffl"^.'^!? 
of  a  doubtAil  nature,  it  m^t  have  Wn  stfM 
that  our  lastclaint— a  claim  on  vlucii  n*"*? 
not  and  there  never  had  bean  any  JiH"*]:* 
Western  posts  should  hare  been  rowi'^ 
owding  totlie  terms  of  ths  Timlst'"'^ 
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TTp«m  what  gronnd  the  Britiab  bad  indsted,  and 
onr  negotiator  nonoedad,  that  diia  IaU  re^tn- 
tion  Bhonld  be  saddled  wHh  new  oonditions, 
"wlilch  made  no  part  of  tbe  4»irinal  oontraet, 
ttr.  6.  WM  at  a  lOM  to  know.    Britidi  traders 
-wrere  all  allowed,  bv  tbe  new  Treatj,  to  remsJn 
"wltbin  tbe  poets  withont  beootning  dtuena  of 
the  United  States,  and  W  cany  on  trade  and 
oommerce  with  tbe  Indiana  llTJiig  within  our 
'boimdariea,  without  being  snl^eot  to  any  control 
from  onr  Ooveniment.     In  vtun  was  it  sdd, 
tfa&t  if  that  danse  hfad  not  been  inserted  we 
"would  have  fbimd  it  onr  interest  to  effect  it  bj 
onr  own  laws.    Of  this  we  were  alone  oompe- 
tomt  Judges ;  if  that  oondition  was  barmleas  at 
present,  it  was  not  poedble  to  foreaee  whether. 
Tinder  future  dnHunstances,  it  wonld  not  prove 
bighly  iqJurioDS ;  and,  whether  harmleea  or  not, 
it  "was  not  less  a  permanent  and  new  condition 
imposed  nponns.    Bnt  the  (kct  was,  that  bj  the 
Inboduotion  of  that  otanse,  by  obliging  as  to 
ke^  within  onr  Jnrisdiction,  aa  Briti^  snl^eots, 
tbe  Tery  men  wno  had  been  the  instrnments 
iwed  bj  Great  Briton  to  promote  Indian  wars 
oa  ooT  frontiers, — bj  oblt^ng  ns  to  suffer  those 
m«n  to  continue  their  oommerce  with  Indians 
living  in  onr  territory,  anoontroUed  by  those 
r^nlationa,  whioh  we  had  thought  neceesary, 
in  order  to  restrain  onr  owndtdzena  in  their  in- 
terconne  with  these  tribea.  Great  Britain  had 
preserved  bsr  fbH  influence  with  the  Indian 
nations;  by  a  restoration  of  the  posts  imder 
that  oondition,  we  had  lost  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage that  was  espeoted  from  their  posses- 
ion, viz:  future  seenrity  against  the  Indiana. 
In  tne  sante  manner  had  the  British  preserved 
tJM  oommeroial  advantages  wliich  reedtedfrom 
the  occnpsnoy  of  tbeae  posts,  by  stipulating  as  a 
permanent  cowUtion  a  free  passage  for  their 
goods  across  onr  portages,  withont  p^ng  any 
dDty. 
The  r 


.  .  W  past  diSbrenoea ;  they  made 

no  part  of  the  Convention  which  had  been  the 
avowed  olject  of  Hr.  Jay's  misrion ;  they  ^ 
plied  solely  to  the  future  intercourse  of  the  two 
nations  as  relating  to  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion ;  and  had  thev  been  entirely  omitted,  onr 
diffsreDoes  would  have  been  nevertheless  ad- 
jnsted.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  so  fur 
as  related  to  our  commerce  with  Great  Brit^, 
we  wanted  no  IVeaty.  The  intercourse,  although 
naeftd  perhaps  to  both  parties,  was  more  imme- 
diately neoessa^  to  England,  and  her  ovra  in- 
terest was  a  soffleient  pledge  of  her  granting  us 
at  all  times  a  perfM  Uuerty  of  oommerce  to  ner 
£nr(^)ean  ports.  ITwe  want  to  treat  with  her, 
it  mint  be  in  order  to  obt^  some  intercourse 
with  her  coloniea,  and  SMue  general  seonrity  In 
OOT  navigation. 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  artioles  had  bewi 
obtuDed  by  onr  negotiatar  with  a  view  to  the 
&st  object.  The  twelfth  article,  however, 
which  related  to  onr  interconrse  with  the  West 
In<Ues,  was  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  ao- 
onnpcuiied  by  a  restrlctioii  of  sooh  a  tiabin^ 
Tei.  L— 4T 


that  what  had  been  sranted  by  Great  BriUdn  ai 
a  favor,  was  rtjjected  by  the  Senate  as  highly 
ii^Jnrious.  The  thirteenth  artide,  whioh  re* 
lated  to  the  East  Indies,  and  remuned  part  of 
the  Treaty,  was,  lite  the  twelfUi,  conferring  a 
&vor  limited  by  restrictions,  and  so  far  as  he 
conld  depend  npon  the  opinion  of  tbe  beet- 
informed  Judges  OD  that  snqject,  those  restrio- 
tions  pnt  the  trade  in  a  more  disadvantageous 
situation  than  it  was  before  the  IVeaty.  As 
the  West  India  article  had  declared  that  we 
shonld  not  re-export  any  produce  of  those 
islands  to  Europe,  so  the  East  India  article,  at 
tbe  same  time  it  Ranted  ns  the  privilege,  which 
we  enjoyed  before,  and  whioh  we  e^yed  be- 
cause It  was  the  interest  of  the  East  India  Oom- 
Eany  to  grant  it  to  us,  that  of  bcins  admitted 
I  Uie  British  seaports  thers.  had  forbidden  onr 
oBTTying  any  articles  from  thcooe  to  any  place 
except  to  America  ^  wluch  regulation  amounted 
to  a  total  protiibition  to  export  E^  Lidia 
ariioles  to  Cnina,  or  to  obtain  freights  baok  to 
Europe;  and,upon  the  whole,  he  oonldnothdp 
tbininng,  from  what  had  fallen  on  that  floor, 
and  what  he  had  heard  dsewhere  from  geutie- 
men  of  great  commercial  knowledge,  mat  if 
the  East  India  oommerce  had  been  aa  generally 
understood  in  America  as  the  Weet  India  trade, 
that  so  much  boasted  of  article  wonld  have  met 
the  same  fate  in  the  Senate  with  the  twelfth 
article. 

During  the  Amnioan  war,  in  the  year  1780, 
so  folly  convinced  were  the  neutral  nations  of 
the  necesuty  of  introdndng  that  doctrine  of 
free  bottom  makinc  fi'ee  go(^  that  all  of  them, 
excepting  Portngu,  who  was  in  a  state  of  vas- 
salage to,  and  a  mere  appendage  of  Great 
Britain,  had  noited  in  order  to  establish  the 
prindple,  and  had  formed  for  that  purpose  the 
alliance  known  by  tbe  name  of  the  Armed 
Neutrality.  All  the  belligerent  powers,  except 
England,  had  recognized  and  agreed  to  the 
doctrine.  England  itself  had  been  obliged,  in 
some  measure,  to  give  for  a  whSe  a  tacit  scqni- 
escenoe.  America  bad  comp)etelY,at  the  time, 
adndtted  the  principle,  sl^on^  they  were 
tiien  at  war,  [Mr.  G.  qnoted  on  this  subject  die 
Journals  of  Oongrees  of  the  year  178(^  page 
SIO,  and  of  the  year  1781,  page  80,}  and  it  had 
been  introduced  in  every  mier  Trmty  we  had 
oonclndedRuce  our  existence  as  a  natico.  Since 
tbe  year  17B0,  everv  nation,  so  for  as  hta  know- 
ledge went,  bad  remsed  to  enter  into  a  Treaty 
of  Oommerce  with  England,  unless  that  pro- 
vision was  inserted.  Russia,  for  that  reason, 
would  not  renew  their  Treaty,  which  had  ex- 
pired in  1T86,  although  be  beueved  that,  durbig 
the  present  war,  and  in  order  to  answer  the 
ends  of  tbe  war^  they  bad  formed  a  temporary 
convention,  which  he  had  not  seen,  but  which, 
perhaps,  did  not  indnde  that  providon.  Eng- 
land had  consented  to  it  in  vtfke  Trea^  wiu 
France  in  1788,  and  we  were  the  first  neubvl 
nation  who  abandoned  the  common  cause,  gave 
np  the  olaim,  and,  by  a  pcsitiTe  declaration  in- 
serted in  our  Treaty,  had  reoogniied  the  oo^ 
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toary  dootrine.  It  h^  been  uid,  tb>t  noder 
tiie  preaent  cirenmtUiicee,  it  oonld  not  be  ex- 
pected tbat  Great  Britsio  would  gJT«  np'  the 
point:  perh^M  to;  bnt  the  objection  was  not, 
that  oar  negotiator  bad  not  been  able  to  obtain 
that  doctrine,  bnt  that  he  had  oooeented  to  en- 
ter into  a  Troatj  of  Oommeroa  (wluch  ve  did 
not  want,  and  wUdi  had  no  eonneotion  with 
an  at^natnient  of  oor  differenoei  wiUi  Great 
Britain)  withont  the  prisdple  oontended  for 
su^ug  put  of  that  iWtj.  Unleae  we  coaM 
obtain  aecarit;  to  oor  navigatkm,  we  wanted 
no  Treaty ;  and  the  only  proTivon  which  conid 
gire  na  Uist  Mooritj,  Hhoold  hare  been  the  lirte 
ffua  MM  of  a  Treatj.  On  the  contnuy,  we  had 
Oiagnated  aD  the  other  &enli«l  nations  of  En- 
rope,  withoDt  wboae  oonont  and  amistanoe 
there  was  bat  little  hope  that  we  ahoold  ever 
obtain  that  point,  and  we  had  taogfat  Great 
Britain  that  we  were  dispoeed  to  fbrm  the  moat 
intimate  oonneoticHu  with  her.  eren  at  the  ez- 
penae  <rf' recognizing  theprindplethe  moat  fatal 
to  the  libertj  of  omnmeroe,  and  ta  the  aeoority 
of  onr  navigation. 

Hr.  O.  was  not  gfoing  to  enter  into  a  disona- 
tfon  of  the  iinmoralitT  of  aeqaestering  private 
property.  What  coola  be  laore  immoral  than 
wart  or  the  plundering  of  the  high  aeaa  legal- 
iaed  ander  the  name  of  privateering  t  Tet  salf- 
deftaice  Justified  the  flnt,  and  the  Deoeaaity  of 
the  caae  might,  at  least  in  some  instancee^  and 
where  it  was  the  only  praotioahle  mode  of  war- 
&re  left  to  a  nation,  apotogixe  even  fin-  the  laM. 
In  the  same  "y""^'  the  power  of  aeqnestration 
might  be  resorted  to,  aa  ue  laat  wei^n  at  adf- 
deiance,  rather  than  to  aaek  redreaa  by  an  ^>- 
peal  to  anna.  It  waa  the  last  peaoe-measnre 
that  oonld  be  taken  by  a  nati(Xk;  bnt  the  Treaty, 
by  deolariog  that  in  oaee  at  uatioaal  differencee 
H  Bhonld  not  be  reaorted  to,  had  deprived  na  of 
the  power  of  Jading  of  its  proprie^,  liad  na- 
dered  it  an  aot  of  hoatility,  and  had  effeotnaUy 
taken  off  that  reatrunt  which  a  temr  of  its  exer- 
cue  hud  npon  Great  Britain. 

Thns  it  appeared  that,  by  the  Treaty  we  had 
promised  full  eompeaaation  to  Eo^and  for  every 
poasible  cldm  th^  might  have  against  ns,  that 
we  had  abandoned  everv  clum  of  a  doubtful 
natare,  and  that  we  haa  oonaented  to  receive 
ttie  posts,  oor  daim  to  which  was  not  dispotad, 
nitder  new  oondiliixu  and  restriotioos  never  be- 
fbre  contemplated.  That,  after  having  obt^ned, 
by  those  ooneenlona,  an  adjustment  ot  past  dif- 
ferences, we  had  entered  into  a  new  agreement, 
nncoDnect«d  with  those  objects,  which  had 
heretofore  been  anbjects  of  disonasion  between 
the  two  nations ;  and  that,  by  that  Treaty  of 
Oomiuerce  and  Navigation,  we  had  obtained  no 
oommeroial  advantage  which  we  did  not  enjoy 
before ;  we  had  obtained  no  seonrity  against 
fatnre  aggreeaions,  no  aecnrity  in  favor  of  tbe 
freedom  of  oor  navigation,  and  we  had  parted 
with  every  pledge  we  had  in  onr  hands,  with 
every  power  of  restriction,  with  every  weapon 
of  self-defeaoe,  which  was  ealeolated  to  give  as 
any  aeenrity. 


Vrom  the  review  he  had  takon  of  theTnti, 
and  the  c^inions  he  bed  mjii— ii  il,  Mr.  G.mi, 
it  was  h»^y  necwary  fw"  Inm  to  add  Ori  k  | 
looked  upon  the  iDSbumrait  as  Inghlv  iajwin  | 
to  the  intaregts  of  the  United  St«t«^  ud  Aa 
he  earnestly  wished  it  nev^  had  bees  nadt 
hot  whether,  in  its  prasent  stagy  tlw  Baa 
on^it  to  renise  to  carry  it  into  ^ect,  indvl* 
woold  be  tike  probable  eooaeqtieoMS  oif  a  nM 
was  a  qnestioD  which  required  tbe  most  mam 
attention,  and  which  he  woold  now  itti-ift  li 
investinte. 

Sho^  the  Treaty  be  SatJlj  ieMtei,m» 
new  uegotiationB  would  be  more  •occeaAL  a 
Great  Britain  would  r^ee  to  make  a  mi 
arrangsneot,  and  leave  things  in  the  statka 
in  which  Uiej  were,  or  war  wonU  be  (ha  «■- 
seqncmoe.  lb-.  G.  said  that  be  wonid,  ti  tli 
eoorse  of  his  observation^  make  note  r^nrk 
on  the  iMt  stiKKHlioa;  Iw  did  not  tSuii  Uri 
the  first  woold  be  very  probaUe  at  pnacA  fli 
he  was  of  opiniMi  that,  and«r  tbe  prwnt  * 
(nunstaooea,  and  until  some  change  took  jktt 
in  onr  own  or  in  tbe  retire  politieal  stnlia 
ot  the  Eoropeen  nati<»M,  it  waa  to  be  tfft- 
bended  that,  in  socfa  a  case,  new  negotiiliMi 
woold  either  be  rejected  ot  prove  asxaeoaA 
Soch  an  event  wonid  have  perhaps  fiJIowid  I 
rcjectioa  of  the  Treaty  even  by  the  SoisR* 
b^  the  PEBBiDnrr.    After  the  negotiator  ^ 

Cyed  by  the  United  States  had  once  sSn' 
signatore,  it  mnst  have  beoonie  v«ry  ^iHt- 
matiwl,  nnleM  he  had  ezoeeded  bii  fo—^ 
whether  a  reftasal  to  aanetjon  the  eentnct  k 
had  made  woold  not  eveatoally  deAat,  at  M 
fbr  a  time,  the  prospect  of  a  new  Treaty.  & 
oonodved  thst  the  bopm  of  obtahung  britt 
ccmditiooa,  by  a  new  n^otiaUon,  woe  m^ 
le«  tn  the  present  stage  of  the  bnsoM  d> 
they  had  l>een  when  the  Tr^tj  ww  b  ill  ia 
Qh(»te  form  befive  the  Ezecntive;  and  inoda 
to  have  a  Just  idea  of  the  oooseqasDea  ^> 
r^eetiou  at  present,  he  woold  oontonplstB  6m 
npon  that  an  ppodtion  which  a^^ieared  to  Ua 
meet  probable,  viz;  that  no  new  Trwir •*" 
take  place  for  a  certain  period  of  timfc 

Aa  he  was  not  sutaible  that  a  un^  ecaa»- 
dal  advantage  had  been  obtained  by  tbe  Tn^ 
he  oonld  not  mention  the  kwatrf  aey,  latn^ 
chief  that  wooU  attend  ita  r^eetion.  It  bo^ 
ever,  the  East  IndU  article  waa  sappoatd  tata 
benefldal,  it  moat,  on  the  other  bud,  be  (* 
ceded  that  we  bad  ei^Joyed  every  bsoafisn^ 
from  It  for  a  number  of  years,  withoot  Tn^- 
and  oonsegneoUy,  becaose  it  was  tb«  iaienrt  ■ 
the  East  India  Company  tbat  we  ihoald  MfV 
them;  and  tbat  it  was  not  probiUe  thstar- 
onmatanoea  woold  eo  br  change  there,  iw^ 
the  Bh<*t  period  to  which  that  artSdawia^ 
ited,  aa  to  Indnoe  that  Company  to  adopt  a  »■ 
fbrent  polioy  towards  na. 

Bnt  It  was  said  tbat  war  mnit  be  tbe  eM- 
qnenoe  of  oor  delaying  to  cany  the  tnd}  '" 
eObot.  DidtbegeatleneamfaDthi^if'*'*' 
Jected  the  'IY«aty,if  we  dtdttotaeoq*  tbenf*' 
ration  thwe  given  to  ns,  in  ordw  to  oUA  i** 
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dreaa,  we  had  no  slteroalaTe  left  bot  wart  If 
-^e  ronet  go  to  wsr  in  order  to  obtain  repera- 
ticn  for  inBolts  and  apoliatioiiB  on  oar  trade,  ire 
xxiost  do  it,  even  if  we  carry  tlie  present  Treat; 
into  efi^t ;  for  the  Tteaty  give*  na  do  repara- 
tion  for  the  aggreesiona  committed  mnoe  it  was 
ratified,  hoa  not  prodooed  a  disoontiniiance  of 
tlioee  acta  of  lioedlitj,  and  givea  ns  no  aeenrity 
tbat  they  sIibII  be  disoontinned.  Bnt  the  aren- 
XDent  of  tboee  gentlemen,  who  mppoeed  t£at 
-America  must  go  to  war,  applied  to  a  8nal  re- 
JecUon  of  the  Treaty,  and  not  to  a  delay.    He 


r&tion, 

the  Treaty ;  he  had  agreed  tha^  nuder  the  pres- 
ent circamstances,  a  greater  evil  would  follow  a 
total  r^ectJon  than  an  aoquieeoenoe  to  the 
Treaty.  The  only  meaiare  which  had  been 
mentioned  in  preference  to  the  one  now  under 
diacnasion,  was  a  Bnspennon,  a  postponement 
-whilst  the  present  Bpoliationa  oontinned,  in 
hopes  to  obtain  for  them  a  similar  reparation, 
and  aasorances  that  tbey  would  oeaae. 

But,  was  it  meant  to  iuunuote  tbat  it  was 
liiB  final  intention  of  those  who  pretended  to 
-wish  only  for  a  postponement,  to  involve  this 
oonntry  in  a  war?  Iliere  was  no  period  of  the 
present  £nropean  war  at  which  it  would  not 
have  been  weak  and  wicked  to  adopt  snob 
measarea  a*  most  involve  America  in  the  con- 
test, unless  forced  into  it  for  the  sake  of  self- 
defence;  bat,  at  this  time,  to  think  of  it,  wonld 
&11  bat  little  short  of  madness.  The  whole 
American  nation  would  rise  in  oppodtioo  to  tb^ 
idea ;  and  it  might,  at  least,  have  been  recol- 
lected that  war  could  not  be  declared  except  £y 
Oongresa,  and  that  two  of  the  branches  of 
Government  were  sufficient  to  check  the  other 
In  any  sapposed  attempt  of  tbat  kind. 

But  to  me  cry  of  war,  the  alarmists  did  not 
&il  to  odd  that  of  confusion ;  and  they  had  de- 
clared, even  on  this  floor,  that  if  the  resolution 
was  not  adopted,  Government  would  be  dis- 
solved. Oovemment  dissolved  in  case  a  post- 
ponement took  plooel  This  idea  was  too  absurd 
to  deserve  a  direct  answer.  Bat  he  would  ask 
those  gentlemen,  by  whom  the  Qovernment 
was  to  be  dissolved!  Certainly  not  by  those 
who  would  vote  sg^nst  the  reeolntion;'  for, 
ahhoDgb  they  were  not,  perhmt,  fortnnate 
enough  to  have  obtained  the  confidence  of  the 
gentleman  who  voted  against  them,  still,  it  most 
be  agreed,  that  those  who  succeeded  in  their 
wishes,  who  defeated  a  measure  they  disliked, 
wonld  not  wish  to  destroy  that  Qovermnent, 
which  they  held,  so  &r,  in  their  hands,  as  to  be 
able  to  carry  their  own  measures.  For  them  to 
dissolve  the  Government  wonld  be  to  dissolve 
their  own  power.  By  whom,  then,  he  would 
ask  ggoin.  was  theGoveroment  tobe  dissolved! 
The  gentlemen  must  answer,  by  themselves,  or 
they  mast  declare  that  they  meani  nothing  bnt 
to  alarm.  Woe  it  really  uie  language  of  those 
men,  who  profeiaed  to  b^  who  distlngoished 


tbemselvea  by  the  self-onomed 
friends  to  order,  that  if  they  did     i 
all  their  meaGurea,  they  wonld    i 
Government!    And  had  all  thi 
been  only  a  veil  to  hide  their  lovi 
pretence  to  cover  their  ambitio    i 
mean,  that  the  first  event  which     i 
end  to  their  own  authority  shonl 
act  of  Government  t    As  to  hima 
believe  that  they  hsd  snch  an  inte   ! 
too  go6d  an  opinion  of  their  pati  i 
mit  himself  to  admit  snch  an  idi 
moment ;  but  he  tbonght  himsell 
entertaining  a  belief,  that  some  a  ' 
In  order  to  carry  a  fkvorite,  at 
thought  to  be  an  advantBgeonfl  m 
to  spread  an  olann,  which  they 
and  he  had  no  donbt  that  many  fc  i 
saoh  a  habit  of  oarrying  ever; 
Government  aa  they  pleased,  thi 
thought  that  every  thing  most  bi   i 
oonfnidon  the  moment  they  w~  ~ 


matter  of  Importaaae^  He  hopec 
ence  would,  in  fbtare,  onre  thnr  i 
all  events,  be  tbejvishea  and  int 


members  of  this  House  what  the 
not  in  their  power  t«  dissolve  tlie 
The  people  of  the  United  Btateo, 
of  the  continent  to  the  other,  wet 
taohed  to  their  oonstJtntion ;  th  | 
strain  and  punish  the  eioenea  of  i 
any  set  of  men  in  the  Govemmen  , 
he  gnilty  of  the  attempt;  and  on  tl 
reet  aa  a  ftaU  seoarity  against  ev  i 
to  destroy  onr  Union,  onr  consdt  . 
Goveniment. 

But,  altbongh  he  was  not  afM  ! 
Intion,  he  felt  how  highly  desirablt 
eral  union  of  sentiment  wonld  be 
importance  of  an  agreement  of  opi 
the  difierent  branches  of  Govemm' 
between  the  members  of  the  same 
wonld  sacrifice  much  to  obt^n  t}  i 
bod  been  one  of  the  meet  nrging  i 
him  to  be  in  fcvor,  not  of  a  r^ect  ■ 
of  a  suspension,  of  a  delay.  Bn 
matter  irf  opinion,  it  was  difiloult  . 
mode  of  proceeding,  in  this  House 
accord  with  the  general  sentiments  1 1 
60  far  as  related  to  the  pedtions  1' 
the  number  of  dgnstnrea  against  tl  1 
seeded,  at  the  moment  fae  was  s 
number  of  those  in  fevor  of  the  T 

True  it  was,  tbat  an  alarm  whii 
daced  a  combinatdon,  hod  lately 
omangat  the  merchants  of  this  an^ 
seaporti  What  effect  It  wonld  ha 
saeceeaftal  they  wonld  eventooUy  1>. 
ing  this  alarm  amongatthe  peofde 
conld  not  tell;  bnt  there  were  d 
accompanying  thtir  petition,  wb 
opinion,  much  diminished  the  wdgh 
wise  might  have  had.  They  had,  i 
a  right  to  petition  upon  every  pub 
where  they  tbonght  themselves  int 
thur  petjbons  would  deserve  equal 
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tbow  of  their  fsllow-oildMiii  throDgbont  the 
Uuited  BtaXm.  But  do  thU  ooearion,  in  order  to 
create  ui  alarm,  in  order  to  indaoe  tlie  people  to 
Jchu  them,  in  order  to  force  tlie  Hooee  to  pui 
(he  laws  rdatire  to  the  Treatv,  the;  bad  fomwd 
a  danferooa  cmuMdiIIod,  and  atboted  to  cease 
inaaring  TetMb,  porchasiiig  prodnoe^  aitd  trens- 
■oting  $aj  bosiiHaa.  A  aeotleman  tttaa  Nor 
York  (Hr.  Wniuio)  had  been  k>  mtioh  alamied 
UmeeU;  tlut  be  liad  imtUoM  a  lUl  in  theprioe 
ofeTei7klnd«f  prodnoe,  and  eeemi,  indeed,  to 
hare  eoppoeed,  that  the  olamora  of  a  few  indi- 
Tidoala  here  wooM  either  put  an  end  to,  or 
ntii^  the  wanta  of  ^loee  natioiiB  which  depend- 
'    n  nt  fi»  nppliei  of  prorieions.    Tet,  it  bad 


wviB  wusiu^  the  price  of  flotir,  whioh  hbd  >» 
▼«r7daU  lale  two  weeb  ago,  had  risen  In  equal 
proportion  with  the  aapposed  fean  of  tiie  pur- 
duwen. 

He  oonld  not  bdp  MxirideriDK  the  cry  of  war, 
the  threat*  of  a  divolntian  at  WTwnment,  and 
the  preaeat  alarm,  aa  deaigned  for  Uie  tame  pnr- 
poaa,  that  ot  ""*''"g  an  imfrnMitHi  on  the  fears 
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faiTolyed  in  a  war,  that  the  negotlal 
Great  Britain  hod  originate^;  nnaer  the  impree- 
wioa  of  fear,  the  Treaty  had  Wn  negotiat«a  and 
rigned;  a  fear  of  the  same  danger,  that  of  war, 
had  promoted  Ita  rstifioaticai ;  and  now,  ever; 
Ima^oary  miachief  which  eoold  alarm  our  feara, 
ma  collared  np,  In  order  to  depilre  as  of  that 
diserMlon,  which  this  House  thought  the;  had 
a  right  to  Bierdse,  and  in  order  to  tano  m  to 
carry  the  Treatj  into  effeot. 

Tht,5imc/tht  JfarguU  LqfayetU. 
Mr.  IjTDnwTos,  Obairman  of  the  oommittee 
fbr  carrjing  into  effect  a  reaolation  reepeotinK 
the  eon  irf  the  Harqais  LuAmra.  reported 
that  he  had  arrived  in  tiUBOoontrj;  tost  he  had 
reoeired  the  patronage  of  the  Pmsidentot  THE 
Utono  SiATKB ;  that  he  was  in  New  Jerae;  for 
ednoation,  and  to  show  that  he  had  no  occa^on 
fitr  peonmar;  aaaistAnoe,  the  oommittee  Hubjoin 
a  well-written,  aflboUng  letter  to  the  Otiairmaii 
of  the  committee,  in  answer  to  one  from  him, 
ezioeseiTe  of  his  gradtnde  Ibr  the  kind  atten- 
tkm  shown  to  hhn  br  the  Lcgialatare  of  the 
TJnlted  States,  hj  the  rmiODTST,  and  to  every 
person  to  whom  he  was  made  known  j  that  he 
tiad  no  wanta ;  that  he  was  as  happy  aa  be  could 
be ;  that  if  he  should  in  ftitnre  have  oooasion  fur 
aeeutanoe.  he  wonld  apply  to  OongreA,  who  had 
been  so  kind  and  attentive  to  his  welfare.* 


"  BMuua.  (H«v  JaiMT.)  Uuch  1^  ITM. 
"Sib:  I  lunjnltraMlTedaabanonbla  n»tBtti>li«Ueh 
ht  qmlls  of  ^  Uh«  h*n  pncand  for  m&    Deign  Is 

iipnH  to  a»  KepTHaotUJrM  at  ths  peo|ri*  rf  Amtrtea  Ua 

gUtnds— ■i7j(HitliBn'Mdiin«7>ttoqiii>k(i(iiitiie.  SnwT 
ttetiBt  to  ma  vhu  hs  Uagbt  aw,  mt  everr  peilol  iif  hb 
,  w*iUo(  TlidiritDilta,  ud  what  haliii  npuMsd  In  « leiur. 


TKtrBSDia.T,  April  88. 
Sx«fvtio»  Hf  BritidL,  Trea 

The  EoDse  then  resolved  f laelf  intt 
tee  of  the  Vbde  on  Hfi  state  of  the  Umoa; 
when,  the  reeolafion  Air  carrTing  th«  BritU 
Treaty  into  effeot  being  nnder  ooonderalka— 

Hr,  Pbhtok  roae  and  spoke  as  fidtows:  lb: 
Ohvrman,  I  voted  for  the  t^nestion  jesterdaf, 
for  the  first  time  anoe  this  ducnsion  Ik^ul  I 
was  then  prepared  to  give  mj  oiHDioa,  bat, 
dnoe  the  Hodm  has  thought  ■proper  to  devgt* 
another  day  to  this  important  sn^eet,  I  wO 
take  the  liberty  to  offer  vaj  sentunttilB,  tad 


claim  the  indnlBenee  of  the  ooromittee  fbr  tlai 
pnrpoee.  I  make  thb  daim  tor  tb^  indnlgcsM 
witn  the  more  confidenoe,  aa  I  have  hereufen 
occupied  but  littte  of  the  time  ni  the  Honae  <■ 
any  occanon,  and  as  I  mean  to  be  diort  <ui  tb> 
preeent — not  intending  to  take  tiiat  catapr^x*- 
sive  view  of  the  aabject  which  mszij  (jcntktiMB 
have  done  who  have  preceded  me.  with  tla 
apology  I  will  proceed,  oonoeiving,  howevis 
wat  no  apology  is  neoenary  on  this  orxnyothtc 


to  me  to  hear  the  recriminations  tb*t  have  takts 
ptaoe  on  this  occasion.  I  had  hoped,  on  a  anb- 
Ject  so  important,  on  which  it  is  said  the  pesos 
and  happiness  of  this  our  comraoD  ooonby  rab 
— whose  welfare  mnst  be  equallj'  dear  to  sit— 
that  temperance  and  oalmness  iroold  have  mark- 
ed OUT  deliberations ;  that  all  oar  effi>rts  woold 
have  been  made  to  enlighten  the  minds  and  ooa- 
vinoe  the  Judgmeato  </(  each  other,  instead  d 
lessening  one  another  in  onr  eetiination,  and  tfail 
of  our  OMutJtnenta,  by  diahtmorable  fmpntatiaB^ 
and  which,  I  tmst,  every  member  wonld  spun. 
As  to  myself  Ur.  Chairman,  I  stand  here  re- 
gaidleee  oF  any  impntadoiu  ttkat  ill-&atnre  may 
oast  upon  me  m  this  House,  or  abnse  which  may 
be  oooferred  without  doors.  I  shall  not  be  de- 
terred ftem  pronouncing  that  opini<m  whidi  my 
best  reflections  have  enabled  me  to  form. 

Sir,  in  oonradering  this  snbjeot,  1  had  hcfied 
every  informatloii  poeseseed  by  any  of  the  de- 
partments of  Oovemment  would  hare  been 
freely   afforded  us;  and  I  cannot  bat  lameot 


TittUn  troa  the  deptli  of  Ui  wlHo.    ■  I  am  eoaT 

■■Ti)  tluttlMn»dii«>D(tb*U'iltWtBtat«*uil  til 

DfiHof  m*  pftUnulfrtoBdw1]lDe«dnothluto«xeItB  thca. 

"Arrlnd  ta  Amntea  Mm  maa/iM  Hixo,  I  Un  la  A* 
«outrT.  lalTiw/BTHT.onHmlBdiB  tkiBsnidlaatfina^ 
aMtsB.  tlwTCMVMtijifThcdMtnj.l  rikMMte) 
■iHwendtothaMtairul  •oUDHidaof  tk«  Fn^daatif  Ai 
Unltad  StitH,  tlfbir  brn^^lH  tkam  la  UB,ar  br  Mnit- 
iBgUioVMi.  l^illbMMnwMMldaltadnH'.tiilBurt 
thsm  to  th*  HoiH  of  SiginutilliH,  wUeii  ddsw  to  1>- 
qnln  lato  my  ritiutloQ. 

"larnHhuMMaeaaUaMllBgnfataAai^Ta  la  Ot 
oljaet  ofmr  iMt  aftetliM  will  pwmlt.  I  bars  k«ial  ba- 
iMTolanM  wlHMTat  I  k***  baaa  uam,  aad  feara  stum  M 
tlMWtMwtlaiiof  banlBttboM,«bovan  tRBataataf  ar 
aoDBaakoa^  ntak  of  tbA  latanst  IB  tb*  RrtB  if  nr  aOn; 
expiMa  th^r  adntnUoB  ^  aad  partake  tba  patllade  I  fe4 
Ak  the  gNiaroiM  Dr.  Bcllawa,  wbo  bu  ma  m  aedi  la 


w  (wdsaBof  ODBfraKOt 


DEBATB8  OF  0ONGBE88. 


aAt  th«  PBKStDiNT,  bv  B  too  Strict  ftdheranoe 
'liat  be  has  mppooed  to  be  his  ooiutitDtional 
«ty,   refttsed  the  reqnert  of  this  EoDse  for 
artain  p^wra,  which  reqneet  SMmed  to 

-ot  only  proper,  but  innooent-^iroperj  beot 

ttej  migtit  baT«  afibrded  informatioii  that 
voold  reconcile  many  of  the  objectiom  enl«r- 
^jjied  of  th«  Treaty,  and  finally  prodn( 


18  innooent,  because,  if  there  was 


trbj  not  pal 
Kt;  Jul  eveutfl  to  the  BepresentativM  of  the  peo- 
ple, yrho,  it  ia  adcnowledged  by  «1],  ware  not 
only  to  act  on  the  Treaty  in  some  way,  bot 
«^ere  introated  with  the  management  of  some 
of  th«  dearest  ri^Ia  of  their  fellow-ooimtry- 
Txien  t    i£,  then,  ue  people  oonfide  in  os  such 
important  oooc^ms,  might  not  the  ExeoatiTe 
bave  reposed  lome  degree  of  oonfidenoe,  and 
oomplied  with  a  request  so  deooroosly  and  re- 
speotfnll^  madet    Bat  he  has  told  ub  bit  dnty 
fbrbida  it.    We  are  then  redaoed  to  the  neoee- 
Klty  to  judge  of  the  thing  from  the  face  of  it, 
'irilhont  the  wiahed~for  information.    And   I 
must  oonfees  it  has  always  presented  snoh  a 
liideoQS  and  deformed  aspect  to  my  mind,  that 
I  bSTe  «v«r  didiked  it — witich,  together  with 
Oxa  onfriendly  senlimeiitB  (tf  my  constitaenta  to 
it,  baa  prodooed  mr  pr^ndicee.    Bnt  I  had  de- 
termined, aa  tiie  I^ummr  and  Senate  had 
ratified  i^  and  many  ai^roved  it,  to  keep  my 
ndnd  open  fbr  every  infbrmation  the  snbjeoC  was 
capable  of.    ia,  then.  iu»e  lias  been  c^abred  to 
opwata  a  change  of  my  opinion,  and  as  the 
moat  Ukely  aonroe  ia  dint  ag^iut  us,  my  prqjn- 
dioea,  instead  of  being  leaaeiied,  have  become 
I    firmly  fixed  in  the  opposition. 

Bat  we  are  told  the  British  oomniitt«d  no  In- 
flrootioaof  the  Treaty  of  1T88,  by  withholding 
the  posts ;  fbr  we,  having  thrown  legal  impedi- 
ments in  the  way  of  the  recovery  of  thdr 
debts,  became  the  first  infractors  thereof,  where- 
by they  were  left  free  to  oomply  or  DcL  Let 
a  for  a  moment,  inqnire  into  this  fact.  By  the 
article  ot  tAat  Treaty,  oroditors  ou  uther 
fide  were  to  meet  with  no  leml  impediment  to 
the  recovery  of  their  debts.  By  the  Tth  artjole 
of  the  eame  Treaty,  His  Mqeaty  was,  wit^  all 
ooQvenient  qieed,  to  withdraw  his  annies  and 
ganiscHis  &om  every  post  and  place.  Nbw,  ur, 
oa  wmjiaring  these  artiolee,  can  it  be  presomod 
by  any  one  that  the  latter  stipnUtion  was  to 
remain  nneiecnt^dontil  tlie  raptors  recovered 
Iheir  debts  t  Was  it  to  remua  as  a  pledge  for 
the  performaDce  of  the  other  t  No  one  can 
entertain  the  idea  for  a  moment  Sappoee  the 
creators  had  gone  on  in  the  collection  of  their 
del>t8  intlMHit  intermption,  would  it  be  said  that 
the  MipoUlions  of  the  Tth  article  woold  be  sns- 
pendeaontil  all  the  creditors  were  wboUy  aatie- 
Ited)  Itisabsord,  parljoolarly  when  we  reflect 
that  the  commiaraoners  who  negotiated  that 
Treaty  must  have  oontemplated  the  recovery  of 
thoM  debts  by  lawsnits ;  tnerefore,  if  the  Uj;ter 
dame  wsa  intended  to  coerce  the  former,  we 
would  oertsiuly  not  have  had  the  insertdon  of  the 


w(»dB  "  with  all  oonve 
plies  an  early  oompliani 
stmction  was  Jnst,  1  w 
British  Government  w 
to  serrender  the  posta,  b 
conoeesions  as  it  now 
the  advantages  of  the  h 
this  coontry  pledged  for  1 
wliioh  wereaocnmala^ 
plearing  sitoation ;  but  i 
the Briijsh  debtors!    D  . 
which  were  to  t>e  retmn  i 
prived  d  the  odvantagi 
Indians,  whereby  they  i 
selves  to  discharge  Uioi 
worn  down  witii  taza  ' 
dian  wars  ezdtad  by  t  i 
situation  of  things,  wsa  I 
to  look  around  for  secnr   ; 
these  evils;  and  woold  a  ; 
present  itself  than  wUh 
the  money  to  the  ver, 
None,  sir  j  and  I  cannot  i 
orable  OB  some  sentleme 

Bnt,  sir,  I  will  endeavi  ' 
which  were  enacted  l^ 
the  recoverv  of  the  Bri  . 
infraoljon  of  the  Trea^  i 
book,  which  the  gemUt  i 
(Mr.  EiLLHonaa)  says  ia  ' 
he  hopes  will  be  pre»  ' 
come,  we  find  that  Ur.  I 
seqaenee  of  complaints  i 
ter,  re^)ecting  the  impe>  . 
of  British  debts,  inquire* 
States  where  the  com| 
resnlt  of  these  inqoiriea 
were  State  laws  probil 
^tlemen,  of  the  first  a  : 
ri^, — generally  profeaw)  . 
have  been  angaged  in  pi  i 
— eerti^,  that  wbereve: 
to  reoover  these  debts,  1 1 
more  obatmctloatluuiot] 
thoae  gentlemen  were  ge  i 
on  the  final  ratification  o 
r^tealed  alllawa  at  varia  i 
it  had  snoh  a  powerfol  i 
formw  laws,  it  follows  i : 
sabeeqnent  laws  oppovn) 
These  opinions  were  at 
gentleman  from  Uassach 
and  relied  on.  I  hope  tl 
weight  on  the  ^iplioatit 
them.  So  that,  on  the 
to  me  the  Britidi  oreditt 
straggle  with  than  othe 
the  well'founded  pr^Di 
countrymen  against  thja 
the  laws  inl^t  in  some 
conld  never  eradicate.  ' 
haveprodaced  irregnlarii 
and  delay  of  ooIlecUons,  I 
from  the  natnre  of  thingi 
foreaigbt  or  protection  «' 
Indeed,  they  mi^t  have  . 


-  Goo'^lc 


ASKIMHEIIT  OF  THI 


__lr  famiUM  ndneed  to  fvauy  isd  want 
Iff-  an  nanlHrting  IMliih  «i*ditor,  who  had 
■Mad  to  iflu^  iM  v«CT  meana  of  kia  debtor  to 


paf,*^« 


)  Govam 


ml  WMbjIh^aota 


dailr  inemaiiig  the  «TiIe,  by  exdtmg  the  Id- 
diua  to  war  agonal  ua,  whwebj  oar  dtisaoa 
ware  borne  daws  with  bnrdeoa  t«  defend  tima- 
BBlvea  I  I  wuj,  woold  not  anoh  rofleotionB,  with 
rain  bafot*  oar  eyaa,  praduoa  a  degree  of  inita- 
tioB in  the noat  calm amongrt aal  Iowodoiw 
ot  tbeae  ddtta,  I  never  did,  and  I  nerer  will,  if 
I  oan  help  it.  I  qmrn  the  idea  of  inTolring 
mrooniitiTinadebtof  an  inoaloiilahte  aaaoant, 
WMD  n^lkiaa  of  them  aertr  leoeiTed  any  beD»- 
it  thereby.  It  ia  wroog,  it  is  iii|]na(.  I  ag^ 
lepaat,  that  it  dota  ^pear  to  ne,  ob  as  itDpar- 
ttu  view  (tfthkent^aot  that  the  United  StalM 


not  bonnd  now  to  enter  into  a  oompaot  whidi 
appaara  to  me  to  be  warranted  ndtW  by  the 
pcla^lea  d  radprmd^  nor  Joatioe. 

Bat  I  tuxUrtake  to  aay,  and  with  aome  oon- 
Ue4M)e  too,  that  Great  Britain  oommittad  the 
flnt  Infraetitm  of  that  Treaty,  by  wiUibolding 
the  poata,  and  alao  oarrying  aw^  the  negroea, 
whlon  ihe  had  ezpreaily  atipalated  to  give  up; 
Htd,  to  my  aatonlahmeDt,  it  ia  now  ootrteDdad 
AatthetaUiu  away  the  n^roaa 
fiolatitm  ot  the  Treaty,  as  they  oaoiB  mui  uwu- 
pomeiMton  by  tbe  rigbta  of  war,  and  being 
deemed  property  were  reated  in  the  owton. 
Admit,  tor  a  moment,  they  were  that  kmd  of 
property,  and  they  beeame  ae  mttdi  Oieivoperty 
ctf  their  at{>tori  asany  tbeyhad  powcancd&em- 
Mlr«e  of  in  the  itma  way,  what  then  I  Cer- 
tainly, that  it  followed  of  ooorae,  they  bad  a 
right  to  di^HMe  of  tbem  in  any  way  they  oboea, 
either  to  emandpate  them,  retain  them  ' 
davery  for  their  own  uaa,  of  retnm  them 
their  original  ownera.  Whioh  of  these  altema- 
tiTM  have  tbey  elected  to  dot  [Here  he  r«ai' 
the  fbUowiDK  aentenoe  from  the  Treaty  of  1788. 
"  And  His  Kitannio  UtiMty  ahall,  with  all  oon 
venJent  QMed,  and  withont  oaiuing  any  deetmo- 
tlon  or  carrying  nrty  any  negroea  or  other 

Sperty  of  the  Ameriean  inhalntanta,  wlth- 
w  all  bia  armiea,"  Ac,  ta.  Now,  sir,  was 
not  the  carrying  away  the  negroes  a  violation 
of  this  artioleT  All  America  once  thooght  ro.  . 
Ho  other  oonatraotion  ever  entered  the  head  of 
man  till  thla  Treaty  appeared;  ownera  eooon- 
itmed  It,  and  In  virtne  thereof  made  demande. 
Oongreas,  and  evoi  "  Camillvt,"  onoe  thoaght 
to,  and  BO  they  declared  it  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  And  to  it  wontd  be  constmed  by  all 
deeeriptiona  of  people,  from  the  aohoolboy  to 
the  Benator,  to  nse  the  enveasion  of  the  gen- 
ft«nan  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Cooraa,)  had  om' 
minds  remained  in  the  same  state  they  were  in 
a  dozen  years  ago.  Sir.  if  there  be  motlem 
oonstraotioDS  of  the  oonstitntion,  I  will  venture 
to  say  there  is  the  same  of  Treaties.  Bat  ano- 
ther olaoM  of  the  same  artide  joatifles  my 
oonstruotton,  to  wit :  the  leaving  In  all  £xtifi- 


thia  woold  ba  abrard,  6ir  H  i»  pnttj  wd 
known  that  American  artOkay  goavded  itarif 
batter  than  Biitiah  Treatiea  did.  Waeaottlm 
artiUwy,  which  had  Allen  into  tb«  bands  of  d« 
enemy,  a  veatad  pruuerty,  tiU  the  chancta  ef 
war  (ff  the  Treaty  bed  made  a  diipoaal  ihenofT 
Unqneationably  it  waa.  Were  not  ttie  awtaTa^ 
reoorda,  deeds,  Ao.,  whMi  bad  alao  fiaUv  Mb 
'  bands  of  the  aiMmy,thdriM«pvtyt  Ikae 
be  M  doubt  of  it.  Tet  w«  find  tbcM  thiip 
Htoolated  to  be  given  np. 

it,  tbea,lbev  oboae  to  yidd  ceM  spwasaof 
property,  mi^t  they  not  anotbert  B<^  il 
H  sud,  the  negroea  were  not  o>ar  j«>operty  at  the 
time  of  Bgningthe  Trea^;  ao  nei^ter  did  the 
arohiTe^  raoofda,  tek,  bdong  to  the  Statea- 
tlk^  were  the  property  of  the  «iemy ;  bat  ev- 
tainly  the  Biitirii  Minister  had  m  muA  li^ 
to  stirpalat*  tor  the  retwn  of  the  one  aa  fbr  the 
other,  and  he  baa  in  as  ezpli<^  tanaa.  7K 
mnet  have  been  the  imdentandiBg  of  tbe  ema- 
miwonera  who  negotiated  that  TV«a^,  althaa^ 
one  of  them  hae  been  tiaced  to  bia  dnmbH*, 
the  evening  before  the  eeati^  tbe  Trtat^,  fer  a 
diArenl  eonatnutitm.  Botbtt,intbiBinataaM, 
the  &itiBh  have  certain^  rnxomitted  dm  fini 
infraction,  by  oarryiw  off  the  ncffraeak  And  it 
it  not  eztncwdlnary  that,  notwitbatanding  tb^ 
no  claim  la  made  tor  uiem,  and  yet  we  ws 
bound  to  pa^  tbe  British  debte,  when  tbe  wy 
meana  of  dmng  it  are  taken  froin  tbe  debtor  ^ 
tbecreditort  mr,thiaiaaaedonaoppn!aaiiwiiMd 
tboagh  not  »f  a  very  great  ma^nitiide,  wiD  wmr- 
thd«eH  be  felt  in  an  intweeting  manner,  aad  if 
submitted  to  wOl  be  so  nnder  mnefa  diaqnietada 
Bnt  the  reijeetion  of  tbe  Treaty  ia  trwoM 
donsly  alarming,  indeed.  War,  and  waHa  alarms, 
are  echoed  on  all  sidee.  We  shall  be  atfaet- 
ed  on  one  dde  by  savage  barlMii^ ;  np  tbi 
Mediterranean  by  Algerine  cmdty  -  oar  e(^ 
meroe  proetrated,  and  oar  dtjes  laid  nndcr 
eontribntion  by  the  BrMah.  In  dKwt,  tbe  dogs 
of  war  let  loose  onus,  and  America,  once  lumff 
America,  will  become  the  aoene  oi  faloo^Aed 
and  deaolation.  Oreat  God)  Wbat  map  ii 
there  here  that  osa  be  wicked  enooi^  to  invohe 
his  conntry  in  snch  inoalenUile  ndecriest  Vte 
has  firmneas  enocgfa  to  meet  ao  fool  a  deed) 
Pariieolarly  wlien  we  reflect  on  tlie  dreadftil 


flue  to  accept  a  bargain  derogatory  to  o 
tjonal  honor!  This,  air,  ia  to  ^vdoce  die  drsai- 
fbl  catastrophe.  Bnt  the  meaanre  of  woe  k  nnt 
yet  filled.  There  will  be  disonicHt ;  and  Ameri- 
can dtiaena  will  become  American  enemies 
imbruing  thdr  bands  in  each  othw^  blood 
Oivil  wars  will  rend  onr  b^ipy  oonntnr.  Hea- 
vens I  What  a  shock  to  soifering  ImnMaily 
hwe  will  be  I  And  all  aboot  aome  eommerdil 
regulations  and  political  diffwenoes  withafix^ 
eign  nation,  who,  I  beliere,  In  {mndlJe,  ta  oar 
inveterate  enemy. 


Goo'^lc 


BBBATS8  OF  GONQBESS. 


17H.] 


(H.« 


ICr.  OhalrmMi,  I  un  mm  who,  Uungfa  I  have 
\mt  little  MofldKiw  {d  the  Britiili  OoTenunent, 
yet  I  maaat  believe  tltM  ^he,  or  inj  other  da- 
uon  on  ewtb,  la  lo  urogant,  and  loit  to  eveiT 
prinoiple  of  hninuitf  ,  u  to  m  Into  looh  dread- 
Ail  exoeflsea,  beosnae  we  wUl  not  enter  into  a 
ooDtrant  that  will  rait  her  interest.  I  fear  war 
as  mnoh  w  any  man,  when  a  pretext  ie  given ; 
bat  flan  It  be  eeriooalj  laiA  a  r^ection  it  tUi 
Tnatj  i»  a  mum  of  wart  I  oannot  believe  that 
•uoh  oan  poiriblj  be  the  event 

Aa  to  diannion,  it  Is  idle  to  talk  of  it ;  Ibr  I 
do  believe  if,  mstead  of  a  mlDOrity  c4  thia  Honae, 
ever;  man  In  it  were  to  retnm  home  Adl  (a 
«pl«ra  and  diaanKHntment,  and  were  to  nae 
wrer;  exer&n,  ever;  arlifloe  in  thdr  poww,  lo 
bring  abont  a  diannion,  tbey  wovld  ful  in  ao 
trutoroDi  an  attempt  The  pe<q>le,  or,  would 
■ooff  tbem,  wonld  turn  them  ont  of  offloe,  and 
idaoe  therein  more  deeerving  diaraoten, 

Aa  then,  Mr,  Ohairman,  I  oannot  believe  tiiat 
'WAT  or  diannion  will  be  the  reaolt  of  a  rejection 
of  the  Treaty,  and  aa  I  think  it  ia  one  trom 
whioh  we  ought  to  witUiold  our  aaeent,  I  most 
glT«  it  m J  negative.  And  H,  in  thia,  time  ahall 
prove  me  wrong,  I  ahall  lament  tlte  error  with 
the  gteateat  rinoerity,  but  I  ahall  have  the  pleae- 
Ing  ooaaolation  to  know  it  waa  an  error  at  the 
head,  and  not  of  the  heart. 

When  Ur.  Purok  had  taken  hk  le 
Ur.  Am  roae,  and  addreaaed  the  Olulr  aa 
fbUowa: 

Mr.  Ohri"™"'  I  entertain  the  hope,  pertiapa 
A  raah  one,  tliat  my  atrength  will  hold  me  oat 
to  speak  a  few  minutea. 

In  my  judgment,  a  rixht  dedaion  will  depend 
more  on  the  temper  and  manner  with  wfaloa  we 
may  prevail  on  onraalvea  to  oontemplate  the 
anljject,  than  nptxi  the  developnent  of  any  pro- 
fonnd  politieaf  prindplea,  or  any  remarkable 
ddll  in  the  applioation  of  them.  If  we  ahonld 
anooeed  to  neutralize  cnrincUnationa,  weahooid 
find  leaa  difflcol^  than  we  have  to  ^pprdiend 
In  annnoautiDg  w  onr  otjeodona. 

The  ang^tion,  a  few  daya  ago,  that  the 
Honae  mamfMed  nmptoms  of  beat  and  irrita- 
ticHi,  waa  made  and  retorted  aa  if  the  charge 
onght  to  create  •orpriae,  and  would  eonvey 
reproaob.  Let  us  be  more  jnat  to  onraalvea, 
and  to  the  ootw^on.  Let  na  not  affect  to  deny 
the  exlstenoe  aad  tite  intmaion  of  aome  portion 
of  pr^ndioe  and  feeling  into  the  debate,  when, 
f^om  the  very  atmotnre  of  onr  natnre,  we  on^t 
to  anUdpate  the  oiroumatauoe  aa  a  probalnlity, 
and  when  we  are  admoniahed  by  the  evidence 
of  our  asDNs  that  it  i»  a  fiLOt. 

How  oan  we  make  [woCM^na  fbr  ouraelvea, 
and  offer  exhortatlona  to  the  Hona&  that  no  in- 
flnenoo  ahould  be  felt  bat  that  of  duty,  and  no 
golde  reepeoted  but  that  of  the  onderatanding, 
while  the  peal  to  rally  every  paadon  ot  man  la 
oontinnally  ringing  In  onr  eara. 

Our  nnderatandiiua  have  been  addrened,  it 
btrne,  and  with  ability  and  effect;  but,  I  de- 
mand, haa  any  oomttr  of  the  heart  been  left 
utexploredt  It  haa  beui  ranaaoked  to  And  auxi- 


liary argumenta,  and  when  that  attempt  ^led, 
'  awaken  the  aenubilitiea  that  would  require 
none.  Every  pr^udioe  and  feeling  have  dmb 
mtnmoned  to  baton  to  aome  partioolar  style  of 
addreea;  and  yet  we  seem  to  believe,  and  to  o(H(> 
dder  a  doubt  aa  an  afihmt,  that  we  are  Btrangera 
to  any  inflnence  bat  that  of  onhiaaed  reason. 

It  wonld  be  strange  that  a  anbjeot  whioh  has 
roosed  ia  torn  all  the  paariona  of  the  oonntry, 
should  be  diaoDfaed  wlUkoat  the  Intorfbrenoe  of 
any  of  oar  own.  We  are  men,  and,  therefor^ 
not  exempt  from  thoaa  psaaions ;  aa  (dtiaens  km 
Bepreaentativea,  we  feel  the  interest  that  mnst 
exdto  them.     The  hazard  of  great  Intereeti 


dispaasionate.  The  warmth  of  aaoh  feeHngs 
may  becloud  the  Judgment,  and,  for  a  time, 
pervert  the  nnderatanthng ;  but  the  pnblio  aenai- 
bility  and  our  own,  has  riiaipened  the  spirit  of 
Inquiry,  and  given  an  animatdrai  to  the  debate. 
The  pubUo  attention  has  heea  quickened  to 
maA  the  progreaa  of  the  discussion,  and  its 
judgtoent,  often  hasty  and  erroneous  onflrat 
innireariona,  has  beeome  solid  and  enlightened 
atlaat  Onr  result  wiU,  I  hope,  oc  that  account, 
be  the  aafer  and  more  mature,  as  well  as  more 
aooordant  with  that  of  the  nation.  The  only 
eonatant  agenta  in  poHtioal  aflUra  are  the  pas- 
rioDB  of  men — shall  we  oomplun  of  our  natnre  t 
Shall  we  aay  that  man  ought  to  have  been  made 
otherwise!  It  ia  right  already,  beoanae  He, 
from  wh<nn  we  derive  our  nature,  orduned  !t 
so ;  and  beoauee  thus  made,  and  thus  acting,  the 
eaose  of  truth  and  the  public  good  is  the  more  ' 
Burely  promoted. 

But  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  produce  an 
inflnwoe  of  a  natnre  more  stubborn  and  more 
unfriendly  to  truth.  It  ia  very  unfairly  pretend- 
ed that  the  oonatitntJonal  ri^t  of  thia  House  ia 
at  atake,  and  to  be  aaaerted  and  preserved  only 
by  a  vote  in  the  negative.  We  hear  It  aaid  that 
this  ia  a  atniggle'fbr  libertr,  a  manly  reaistanoe 
against  the  dengn  to  nullify  this  assembly,  and 
to  make  it  a  cypher  in  the  GovemmeaL  That 
the  Psaaiiiwir  and  Senate,  the  nnmerooa  meet- 
li^  in  the  oities,  and  the  influence  of  the 
general  alarm  of  the  oonntry,  are  tbeageotsand 
instruments  of  a  aoherae  of  coercion  and  torror, 
to  foroe  the  Treaty  down  our  throats,  though 
we  loathe  it,  and  in  apito  of  the  oleanet  convio- 
tiona  of  duty  and  conscience. 

It  la  neeessat^  to  panae  here  and  ioqolre, 
whether  auggeetions  of  this  kind  be  not  unhir 
in  their  very  texture  and  fabric,  and  pernfcioua 
in  all  their  influenoeaf  They  oppose  an  obsta- 
ole  in  the  path  of  inqniry,  not  simply  disoonrag- 
ing,  but  abaolntely  tnsnrmonntable.  They  wjQ 
not  yield  to  argument ;  for,  as  they  were  not 
reasoned  np,  they  oannot  be  reasoned  down. 
They  are  higher  than  a  Ohinese  wall  in  tmth'a 
way,  and  bnilt  of  materiala  Ihatare  Indestruoti- 
ble.  While  this  remains,  it  is  In  vain  to  argne ; 
it  ia  in  vain  to  say  to  thia  monntain,  be  thou 
oast  Into  the  sea.  For,  I  ask  of  the  men  ct 
knowledge  of  the  worlil,  wiiether  they  would 
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Bot  hold  him  fbr  a  bkxAbMd  that  Bhonld  hone 
to  prevdl  in  an  argnment  wboM  tcope  and  i»>- 
)«et  tt  ia  to  mortUy  tii«  ««lf-loT8  of  tlie  expeotod 
prowlTte  I  I  aak,  ftmher,  wImu  snoh  atMmpta 
ABve  bo«o  made,  uve  tli«T  not  biled  lA  laiMeal 
Tl»  indignaDt  heart  repd*  a  oonvioticn  that  ia 
Mi«ved  to  debwe  it. 

TIm  Mlf-bve  of  an  indivldaal  is  not  warmer 
tn  its  uiue,  or  moreetwatant  in  its  action,  than 
what  ia  called  in  Franch,  Vetprit  dt  eorf,  or 
the  Mlf-lore  of  an  aawmbl^ ;  that  Jealous  affeo- 
tion  which  a  bod;  of  men  la  alw^s  foand  to 
iMar  towards  its  own  prenifatirea  and  power. 
I  will  not  condemn  tliia  paaion.  Whj  Aonld 
we  woe  an  unmeaning  oeuaara,  or  yiM  to 
gronndleM  fears  that  troth  and  diit7  will  be 
afiandoaed,  beotnae  men  in  a  pabllo  amemblT 
are  etill  men,  and  feel  that  spirit  of  eorpe  which 
Is  one  of  the  lawi  of  their  natnret  Still  lees 
■honld  we  deapond  or  oonqtlun,  if  we  reflect  that 
this  Terj  apirtt  ii  a  gnardian  instinet  that 
watches  over  the  life  of  this  aasanbly.  It 
diwuhes  Iheprindpleof  ulf-preeervation ;  and, 
withoBt  it!  ezi«t«Doe,  and  its  existAooe  with  all 
tha  atiength  we  see  it  poeseaa,  the  privilegea  of 


r  the  people,  would  not  be 
re,  with  a  Tigilaooe  that 


gwffded,  as  ther 

never  sleeps,  and  an  nnrelaxing  eonOaoof  and 

oonraM. 

If  We  oonaeqnoioea,  most  onfurly  attributed 
to  the  vote  in  the  afflnnative,  were  not  chimei^ 
ical,  and  worse,  for  they  are  deceptive,  I  should 
think  it  a  reproach  to  be  fonod  even  moderate 
in  my  leal  to  aesert  the  oooatitational  powen 
ot  this  aBsembly ;  and,  whenever  they  shall  be 
in  real  danger,  the  present  occasion  affords 
proof  that  ttiere  will  be  no  want  (tf  advocates  and 
ehanpituia. 

Indeed,  so  prompt  are  these  feelings,  and 
when  once  rooaed,  so  ^ffioalt  to  padff,  tliat,  if 
we  conid  prove  the  alarm  was  groondless,  the 
prqodioe  agunst  the  appropriations  may  remain 
on  the  mind,  and  it  may  even  pass  for  aa  act  of 
prodenoe  and  doty  to  negative  a  measore  which 
was  lately  believed  by  onraelvea,  and  may  here- 
after be  misoonoeived  br  others,  to  encroach  np- 
OQ  the  powers  of  the  Eoose.  Priuciplce  that 
bear  a  remote  affinity  with  nsnrpotion  on  those 
powers  will  be  rqjeot«d,  not  merely  as  errors,  bat 
as  wrongs.  Oar  sendbilities  will  shrink  from  a 
post  where  it  is  possible  they  may  be  woaaded, 
and  be  inflamed  by  the  slightest  snspidon  of  an 
assanlL 

While  these  prepoeeeasioDs  remain,  all  arga* 
mentis  nseless;  it  may  be  heard  with  theoere- 
mony  of  attention,  and  lavish  its  own  resoor- 
oes,  and  the  patience  it  weariee,  to  no  manner  of 
purpose.  Tha  ears  may  be  opw,  but  the  mind 
will  remain  locked  np,  and  every  paee  to  the 
understanding  goarded. 


Tlnless,  therefore,  this  Jealons  and  repnluve 
fear  for  the  rights  of  the  Moose  can  be  dl 
I  will  not  ask  a  hearing. 


allayed, 


I  cannot  press  this  topic  too  far — I  cannot  ad- 
dress myself  with  too  mnch  emphasis  to  the 


magnanimity  and  candor  of  tfaoee  who  at  hs^ 
snspect  their  own  feelings,  and  while  tb^d^ 
examine  the  groonda  of  their  alarm-  I  le- 
peat  it,  we  mnst  ccoqner  oar  persnasioa,  tte 
this  body  has  an  interaat  in  one  side  of  the  qaes- 
tion  more  than  the  other,  before  we  attempt  ta 
ennnoont  our  ottjeeticna.  On  most  ■Bt^ee^ 
and  solemn  ones  too,  perh^w  in  the  mfist  wA- 
emD  of  all,  we  form  onr  creed  more  fi\Mn  incS- 
nation  than  evidence. 

Let  me  expoatolate  with  gentlemen  to  adanl, 
If  it  be  only  by  way  «f  sappaeatioa  and  tar  a  me- 
ment,  that  it  is  banlr  possible  tb^  have  jid^ 
ed  too  suddenly  to  Oteir  alarms  for  the  powas 
of  this  House :  that  the  address  os  which  have 
been  made  witn  snoh  variety  of  forma,  and  witk 
to  great  dexterity  tn  some  of  them,  to  all  that 
is  pr^diee  and  passion  in  the  heart,  are  either 
the  oCfeots  or  th»  instraments  of  wtiflce  and 
deception,  and  then  let  them  see  the  aabjed 
onoe  more  in  Its  singleness  and  simplicutj. 

It  will  be  imposrible,  on  taking  a  &ir  review 
of  the  BQbJeot,  tojiwtii^  the  passioiiate  ^>peik 
that  have  been  made  to  na  to  strnggle  for  o« 
liberties  and  rights,  and  the  st^enon  exhortatka 
to  r^eot  the  propositioB,  said  to  be  ooneeabi 
in  that  on  your  table,  to  surrender  them  fbr 
ever.  In  spite  of  this  mook  solemnity,  I  dt- 
mand,  if  the  Uonse  will  not  concur  in  the  mta- 
Btire  to  exeoute  the  Tnmtj,  what  other  ooons 
shall  we  take  t  How  many  ways  of  proceediBg 
lie  open  before  ns  t 

In  the  natnre  of  things  there  are  bat  ttme— 
we  are  either  to  make  the  Treaty — to  obeuie 
it— or  break  It.  It  would  be  absnrd  to  mj 
we  wOl  do  neither.  If  I  may  repeat  a  phraN^ 
already  so  much  abused,  we  are  under  oocrdoa 
to  do  one  of  them,  and  we  have  no  power,  hf 
tlie  exeroiae  of  our  disCretimt,  to  prevent  the 
oonseqaenoee  of  a  chuoe. 

By  refOnng  to  act,  we  choose.  Tlie  Trea^ 
will  be  broken,  and  fiUl  to  the  ground.  When 
is  the  fitness,  then,  of  replying  to  thoae  whs 
upon  this  House  the  topics  of  dntr  and 
y,  that  they  attempt  to  force  &o  TrtttT 
down,  and  to  oompel  this  aaaembly  to  renoenoe 
its  discretion,  and  to  degrade  itself  to  the  riuk 
of  a  blind  and  pssdve  insbnunent  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treaty-making  power  1  In  case  we  rgost 
the  ^proprUtion,  we  do  not  secure  any  great- 
er liberty  of  action,  we  gain  no  safer  shelter 
than  b^ore,  tnaa  the  oonseqnmoes  of  the  d^ 
oleion.  Indeed,  they  are  not  to  be  evaded.  It 
is  ndtlier  Jnst  xux  manly  to  oomjdain  that  the 
Treaty-making  power  hae  prodnced  this  con^ 
cion  to  act.  It  is  not  the  art  or  the  deepotiaa 
of  that  power,  it  is  the  natiire  of  things  that 
oomnels.  BhsU  we.  dreading  to  become  the 
blina  instraments  of  power,  yield  ourselves  the 
blinder  dapea  of  mere  sonnos  of  imposture  f  Te^ 
that  word,  that  empty  word,  coercion,  has  giv- 
en scope  to  an  elo^oenee  that,  one  woeld  ima- 
gine, oonld  not  be  tired,  and  did  not  choose  to  be 
quieted. 

Let  us  examine  sdll  more  in  detail  the  ilSet- 
natives  that  are  before  w,  and  wa  shall  *cai««tr 
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dUl  to  Me,  in  still  stronger  liglibi,  the  fbtilit? 
«>f  oar  apitrebeoslons  for  the  power  and  libertj' 
of  the  EouBe, 

U^  M'ftome  hjiTe  sng^Mted,  tbe  thing  called  a 
^w^aty  b  incomplete,  if  it  baa  no  binding  force 
^tr  obligation,  (he  firat  question  is,  Will  this  House 
^NHnpIete  the  iostrament,  and  b;  concarring, 
dnrart  to  it  that  force  which  it  wants  ? 

The  doctrine  has  been  avowed,  that  the  Trea- 
-^y,  though  formally  ratified  by  the  Ezecnljve 
n<ywer  of  both  nations,  thongh  published  as  a 
^aw  tor  onr  own,  by  the  PsMmnnr'a  Proclsma- 
'tioii,  is  atill  a  mere  proposition  sobmltted  to 
«liis  aesembly  no  way  distiDgnisbable  in  point 
of  snthori^  or  obligation  from  a  motion  for 
leave  to  brbig  in  a  bill,  or  ai^  other  original 
aM9t  of  ordinary  legislation.  This  doctrine,  so 
norel  fa  otir  oonntry,  yet  so  dew  to  many,  pre- 
vAatHy  for  the  reason  that,  in  the  oontention  of 
■ptawer,  vlotory  Is  always  dear,  Is  obvionslj  re- 

Engiumt  to  the  very  terms,  as  well  as  the  fair 
iterpretatioa  of  onr  own  reaolntions,  (Hr. 
Si-oomt's.)  We  declare  that  the  Treaty-making 
pow«r  ia  ezdosively  vested  in  tbe  PnEaiDKnT 
and  Benate,  and  not  in  this  Hoose.  Need  T  tay 
lluitwe  fly  in  the  face  of  that  reeohition  when 
-we  pretend  that  tbe  acts  of  that  power  are  not 
■valid  nntil  we  have  ooncnrred  in  them!  It 
-wonld  be  nonsense,  or  worpe,  to  nse  the  language 
of  the  most  glaring  contraidiotion  and  to  ddm  a 
■hare  in  a  power  whieh  we,  at  the  same  time, 
^^trmlaim  u  eiclnsivelj  vested  in  other  deport- 

What  can  be  more  strange  than  to  My,  that 

*  tiie  oompactA  of  the  PBiaroBMTand  Senate  with 
''  foreign  nations  are  Treaties,  witiiont  onr  agenoy, 
>'      and  yet  those  oompaots  want  all  power  and 

obligation  mitil  they  are  sanctioned  by  onr  con- 
f  eorrence?  It  is  not  my  design  in  this  plaoe, 
1'       if  at  all,  to  go  into  the  discossion  of  this  part  of 

Ute  snbjeet    I  will,  at  least  for  the  present, 

*  t^n  it  for  granted  that  thia  monatroos  opinion 
if  stands  in  little  need  of  remark,  and,  if  tt  doee, 
fii       Uesalmcst  ont  of  thereaoh  of  reftitation. 

iV  But,  Bay  those  who  hide  the  absnrdity  nnder 

tr  the  cover  of  amtngnona  phraaea,  have  we  no 

0  discrelionl    And,  if  we  have,  are  we  not  to 

if  make  nie  of  it  in  Judging  of  the  expediency 

0  or  inezpedieninr  of  tne  'neaty  t    Onr  resolntion 


duty. 

If  tbere  be  any  inoraaiateDcy  in  the  case,  it 
lie^  not  in  making  appropriations  for  the  Treaty, 
but  in  tbe  reaolation  itself.  (Mr.  Blodst's.) 
Xet  OS  examine  it  more  nearly.  A  Treotv  is  a 
baigun  between  nations  binding  in  good  futh ; 
and  what  makes  a  barg^  f  The  assent  of  the 
contracting  partiea.  We  allow  that  the  Treaty 
power  ii  not  in  this  Honse ;  this  Bouse  has 
dkue  in  eODtraoting,  and  is  not  a  party;  of  o< 
seqanw,  tbe  Pbisiokbt  and  8eDat«  alone  may 
mike  *  Treaty  that  ia  Unding  in  good  foith. 
We  cUm,  however,  say  tbe  geatlemm,  a  right 
to  jitdgt  of  the  ezpedieiicy  of  Treatiee— that 
ll  tbe  cmgUtndonal  [wovlnoe  of  onr  diaore- 


tion.    Be  it  so — what 

fldjndged  by  as  to  N 
gronnd,  and  the  pnblii 
incredible  and  eztravi 
asserted.    The  amonnt 

this — the  pBESIDBin 

national  bargains,  and 
to  do^^ia  making  then 
not  bind  this  Hoose, 

iience,  do  not  bind  tl 
onal  bargain,  called  a 
ing  force  does  not  dq 
bnt  npon  oar  opinion  t 
opinion  on  ^le  wmtt^y 
dared  only  by  onrselv 
Legislative  capadty,  the 
and,  as  we  choose  to  ter 
SDspense,  till  onr  sense  ii 
demn  the  barg^i  and  it 
onr  faith  does  not  We  ■ 
pedient,  and  it  stands  fln 
Yet,  even  in  this  Iatt«r 
not  derived  fh>m  the  n 
tv-miiing  power,  but  ( 
Who  will  trace  these  : 
that  we  may  have  no  ( 
arEnroent,  in  tbe  Treaty 
opinions,  nevertheless,  ht 
infinite  zeal  and  persev 
that  any  man  can  be  1 
tbero,  uid  their  ridloolo 
Let  me  hasten  to  snp 
sidered  as  already  madi 
tive  is  birly  presented  t 
will  observe  (he  Treat] 
fact,  is  the  naked  qneel; 
If  we  ehooee  to  obsi 
IT  oonrse  is  obvions. 
to  be  done  by  the  na' 
with.    Our  amncy,  if  ii 
not  be  properly  reftisad 
it  is  not  as  obligatory  ( 
Lefijalatnro  as  for  the  ( 
I  cannot  lose  this 
that  the   coercion,  so 
darned  agunst,  appt 
more  than  the  author 
potism  of  dnty.    QenI 
areforced  to  act  in  t) 
swallow  the  Treaty, 
claim  the  Uberty  oiF  at 
onght  not.    Tltere  ia 
the  laws  of  morality  f 
np  every  otlier.     Wl 
which  wepresome  to  < 
ty  of  those  laws!    It 
tha  t  prindplee  are  ro 
no  liberty  so  long  as 
The  oonseqnences 
sion  for  the  Treaty  i 
By  r^ecting,  vast  i 
the  sport  of  the  win 
biter  of  events,  and 
foreeight  to  oonnt 
their  extent.    Befa 
this  ahyse,  so  dark  i 
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{Ai«,im 


OB  fa]  p«iM  iitd  rafleet  nptHi  BDoh  of  th«  d«Dgen 
u  are  obvloTis  tmd  tawvitable.  If  tUi  ua«aMj 
■hoold  be  wronglit  Into  *  t«DU>er  to  defy  Amm 
oonwQDenoea,  It  la  rain,  It  b  oeoeptiTS,  to  pre- 
tend taat  ve  can  «Ma|>«  them.  ItkvoraetltMi 
weakneae  to  aa^,  that  as  to  pnUio  &ith  our 
TOte  has  alraa^  settled  the  qneation.  Another 
trtbonal  than  o«r  own  ia  alreMj  erected.  The 
tniblio  opinion,  not  merely  <rf  oar  own  ooontry, 
DDt  of  ute  eniighteoed  vorld^  tUI  pronomwe 
jndgmMit  that  we  oanoot  reaiat,  that  we  dare 
not  even  afii»ot  to  dennse. 

Well  maj  I  orge  ft  to  men  who  know  the 
worth  of  oharMter,  that  it  U  tto  trivial  oalamitj 
to  have  it  oonteeted.  Beftaung  to  do  what  the 
Treatf  atipnlatoe  aball  be  done,  opena  the  con- 
troTeraj.  Even  if  we  ahonld  stand  jnatifled  at 
laat,  *  eharaoter  that  ia  vindicated  is  aomo- 
thing  worse  than  H  stood  before,  ononeationed 
and  nnqoeatitsiahle.  like  the  plaintiff  in  an  no- 
tion of  ilander,  we  reooTw  a  repntation  disfig- 
ued  bj  inTectiv&  and  even  tamiahed  hy  too 
mnoh  handling,  In  the  o«nb^  for  the  honor 
of  the  nation,  It  m^  reodre  some  wonnds, 
which,  thoogb  they  alwold  heal,  will  leave  some 
aoara.  I  need  not  say,  for  snrely  the  feeling 
of  every  boeom  have  anticipated,  that  we  can- 
not Koard  this  sense  tf  natitokd  honor,  this 
•rer-Tivioff  fir«,  which  alme  keepa  patitotism 
warm  hi  IIm  heart,  with  a  sen^bililr  too  vigi- 
lant and  Jealous,  li,  bv  ezeoutiDg  the  Treaty, 
there  is  do  poanlali^  of  disIxwOT,  and  if  by  r&> 
leoilng  there  is  some  foundation  for  doubt  and 
for  reproach.  It linot  for  me  to  taieasnre,  it  is 
for  yonr  own  feelings  to  eetimata  the  raat  dia- 
tanoe  that  divides  the  one  ride  <tf  the  alternative 
tntnt  the  other.  I^  therefore,  -we  ahoold  eal«r 
on  the  eiaminatiiM  of  the  question  <^  duty  and 
oUigstion  with  some  ftelinss  of  preposseerion, 
I  do  not  heaitate  to  say,  tbey  «r*  snob  as  we 
onght  to  have ;  it  is  an  aft«r  inquiry  to  deter- 
mine whether  they  are  sadt  as  might  finally  to 
bereaiated. 

To  expatiate  on  the  value  of  pnUio  futh,  may 
psas  with  some  men  for  declamation ;  to  eooh 
men  I  have  nothing  to  say.  To  others  I  will 
BTge,  can  any  (^amrtanoe  mark  opon  a  people 
more  torpitude  and  debasement  t  Oaa  any  thmg 
tend  more  to  make  men  think  themselvee  mean, 
or  degrade  to  a  lower  pmnt  Uieir  eetunation  of 
Tirtne  and  their  standard  of  aotiont  Jt  would 
not  merely  demoralin  mankind,  it  tends  to 
break  all  the  ligament*  ol  sodety,  to  disecdre 
that  myaterione  charm  which  attracla  indivi- 
duals to  the  nstion,  and  to  inn^  in  iln  stead 
a  repoluve  eense  of  shame  and  lUagiut. 

what  ie  patriotism  t  ^  it  a  narrow  affeotioo 
toi  the  spot  where  a  man  was  born?  Are  the 
very  doia  where  we  tread  entitled  to  this 
ardent  preference  becanie  they  are  greener  t 
No,  Mr;  this  is  not  the  character  of  the  virtue, 
and  it  soars  hi^er  for  Its  otfject.  It  is  an  ex- 
tended self-love,  mingLng  witlk  all  the  ei^oy- 
nKnts  of  life,  and  twisting  itself  with  the 
uinateet  fliamenta  of  the  heart.  It  ia  thns  we 
obey  the  laws  of  aodety,  beoaose  they  are  the 


lawaofvirtne.  In  Utdr  antlMrityvi  mit 
thearruroffinceandten>or,  but  thevturdh 
image  of  onr  oonntry's  boiuir.  Eveiy  good  afi- 
san  makat  that  honor  his  own,  and  ehetUail 
not  only  as  pret^out  bot  tut  aacred.  Eewil- 
Ung  to  rbk  bk  life  in  its  ddbnoe,  and  n  » 
scdous  Uiat  he  guns  protootion  while  be  pa 
it  Farwbatrigft(aofa<ntisanwillbedMMl 
inviidable  when  a  Btate  rcnqanees  the  pm^ 
plea  that  eonatitate  their  aeenrityt  Or,i{ka 
life  shoold  not  he  invaded,  what  wonld  iti  • 
Joymentabe  inaoonnby  odiooa  to  theejvtf 
sbwigers  and  dish<xu)red  in  hie  ownl  Goril 
be  kxik  with  affection  and  TeocratioB  to  ad 
a  eonntry  as  his  pareutt  The  aense  of  han| 
—  would  die  within  him;  b«  would bUih 


•d  man  in  his  native  land, 
itiootot 
to  the  L  _ 
then  are  caaaa  in  thia  enli^te 
It  ia  violated,  th««  are  une  when  it  is  danl 
It  ia  the  phikMophy  ol  ptditiee— the  reGgka  d 
gOToraments.  Itisobaerred  bylMitarisaiM 
a  whiff  of  tobaooo^mi^  or  a  string  of  Ml 
gives  not  merely  Unding  foroe,  bnt  sanotit},  k 
Ikeaties,  Kvcsl  in  Ai^ar%  a  tnee  n^  k 
bought  for  money,  bat  trhm  mtifled,  evsa  it 
giers  is  too  wise  w  too  Jnet  to  Asown  snd  m- 
nol  ita  oUigatioa.  Thus,  we  see  ntitbtt  tk) 
IgncHranca  «  aaTages^nw  tlw  priu>itorf« 
aasooiatlon  fbr  i^raoy  aitd  raj^ne,  pennitsi^ 
tion  to  de^ss  Its  eiuagnMnt*.  I^  sv,  tkm 
oonld  be  a  leanrreotKB  from  the  fbot  (if  Ae 
gallows;  if  the  viot^  of  Jnstiee  eoaM  Sn 
again.  ooUeot  together,  and  form  a  societr,  1% 
wooM,  however  loth,  soon  find  thmstM 
oblig«dtomakejn(tlee-~thatjastio6anderirtii 
they  fell— the  ftrndaaaental  law  of  their  Ststa 
They  wonld  peroeire  it  was  th^  int«M>t  t> 
make  others  Teq>ec^  and  they  wonld  tbmAn 
soon  pay  some  rentaot  themselvee  to  tb«  di- 
gatlons  of  good  &ith. 

The  refttsal  of  the  posta  (iiievitabj&  Ifmn- 
ject  the  Treaty)  is  ameasore  toodeDMreiniB 
nature  to  be  neintnd  In  its  conssqneDcee.  PM 


great  oaneee  we  are  to  look  for  srest  eActa.  & 
^rin  and  ohviooa  one  wiU  be,  3ie  price  rf  tts 
Waatem  lands  will  &1L  Settlers  will  not  dwM 
to  fix  tbdr  habitation  on  a  field  of  bstlle.  n« 
who  talk  so  much  of  the  IntweBts  of  tha  UsiM 
States,  should  oaknttate  how  deerirltinlli' 
aflbcted  hy  reacting  the  Traatr-^*  ^ ' 
tract  of  wild  land  inll  alnioet  cease  te  b*  jn- 
pwty.  TTiis  loaa,  let  It  be  observed,  wiD  » 
npoB  a  fond  ejpreasly  derot»d  to  sink  flwB*- 
ticaial  Debt.  What  then  are  we  oaW  npcaB 
dot    However  the  form  of  the  vote  hh*" 


ai««»ta*«)J" 
nluAiutlit 


deserv ea  to  wear  the  title  of  a  _ . 
pnvent  the  sale  of  the  Western  la 
diadiBrge  of  the  pnMlo  debt. 

Will  the  tendenCT  to  Indian  hcelJlitiMb*  Boa- 
traatedbyanyonei    £zperiexkoe  gl?M  l^  •■' 
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■>irr«r.  The  frontien  were  eoonrged  inth  vsr 
tni  the  neffotktion  witli  Britain  was  tar  ad- 
Tanoed,  and  then  the  state  of  hoatjlitf  oeaaed. 
Perhaps  the  public  a^jents  of  both  natiiHU  are 
iuoooent  of  fomendns  Hm  Indian  w&r,  and  p«T- 
liapa  thej  are  not.  We  osj^t  not,  bowenr,  to 
expect  tltat  DelzhtKHrinf  nationa,  WUf  irrit^«d 
asaiDst  each  oUMr,  wUl  ne^ect  t£e  friendaUp 
<^  the  aavagu  The  traders  will  gain  an  Infln- 
enoe,  and  will  abnse  it;  and  who  ia  jsnwant 
that  their  paodona ar« aaMlrralsed,  ana hard^ 
roatrained  ttom  vlolenoe.  Their  ritnatitai  wiu 
oblige  tbem  to  ohooae  between  thia  oonntry  and 
Oreat  Briton,  in  ooM  the  Treatj  should  be  re- 
jected. Thej  will  not  be  oar  frieoda,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  friends  of  oor  enemies, 

Bnt  am  I  rednoed  to  the  neoewtr  of  proving 
iUa  point)  Oertaiulj  tbe  yeij  men  who 
olwrged  the  Indian  war  on  the  detention  of  the 
porta  will  call  tor  no  ottwr  proof  than  the  re- 
ntal of  their  own  tpeeoheB.  It  is  remembered 
tritli  what  emplusb— with  what  aorimony — 
tiuT  e.raatiated  m  the  borden  of  taxes,  and  tlie 
drain  ta  lilood  and  tnasare  into  the  Weattro 


,_ 3  poets  are  reatored,"  tliey 

■«zol^med,  "Iha  iMarary  and  the  trontierB 
mnst  bleed." 

If  anf,  against  all  these  pioi^  should  main- 
tain that  tba  peace  with  the  Indians  will  be 
■table  withont  the  posts,  to  tltem  I  will  nrge 
Knother  replj.  From  arKomciita  caloolated  to 
prodnce  oonTicUon,  I  wUl  ai^tesl  directly  to 
the  hearts  of  those  who  hear  me,  and  aak 
whether  it  is  not  already  planted  there  t  I  re- 
aort  especially  to  the  oonnetions  of  the  WetWm 
gentlemen,  whether,  swpodag  no  posts  and  no 
Treaty,  the  settlen  will  remain  m  seoorityt 
dan  they  tak»it  upon  them  to  say  Uiat  an  In- 
dian peace,  under  these  oiroomstances,  wiU 
pcove  firm.  No,  dr ;  it  will  not  be  peace,  hgt 
ft  sword;  it  will  be  no  better  than  a  lore  to 
iia,w  Tiotims  within  the  reach  of  the  toma- 
hawk. 

On  this  tbema,  my  emotinu  are  nnntterabls. 
If  I  eotild  find  words  for  them — if  my  powers 
bore  any  proportion  to  my  imI — I  w«>iild  iwell 
my  Toioe  to  aaoh  a  note  of  remonstranoe  it 
diould  reach  every  lo^onse  beyond  the  mons- 
tains.  I  would  say  to  the  inhabitants.  Wake 
fromyonr&lM  setnrityt  Tonr  oniel  dai^an 
— yonr  nM»e  omel  ^tprehcaidons— are  soon  '- 
be  renewed;  the  woande,  yet  ■■■<*■*» wi^  aia 
be  torn  open  again.  In  the  day-tim^  yonr  pa 
throoi^  the  wooda  will  be  ambodied;  tl 
daikneaa  of  midnight  will  fitter  with  the  Uaae 
of  your  dwellinoL  Ton  are  a  Ubar:  the  Mood 
of  yonr  sons  shall  fttten  yoor  ooro>field  I  Ton 
are  a  mother :  the  war-wbo<9  iball  wake  tbe 
sleep  of  the  cndlel 

(to  thia  sntjeot  yon  need  not  soqiaot  any  del- 
eeption  on  year  iMlinan  It  It  a  qieotada  of 
lunror  whi^  cannot  be  orerdrawn.  If  jtn 
havs  natore  in  your  kcartiL  it  will  ipaak  a  Un- 
goaga  compared  with  whioh  all  I  hare  aaid  or 
•an  M(y  will  be  poor  and  fiigid. 


WiU  it  be  whispered  that  the  Treaty  has 
made  me  a  new  champion  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  t  ft  is  known  that  my  voice, 
"  veil  as  my  vote,  have  been  oniformly  g^ven 

oonfbrmity  with  the  ideas  I  have  expressed. 
Protection  is  tbsri^t  of  the  frontier:  it  Isonr 
dnty  to  pve  it 

Who  will  aoonse  me  of  wandering  out  of  the 
ralgeot  I  Who  will  aay  that  I  exaggtt^te  the 
tendMuiea  of  our  meaanres  ?  WiU  any  one  an- 
swer by  a  sneer,  that  all  this  is  idle  preaohiogt 
Win  aay  one  deny  that  we  are  bound— and  I 
woold  hope  to  good  purpose — by  the  most  td' 
enmsancuonsafdntyforthevotAwegivet  Are 
denK>ts  alone  to  be  r^roaohed  &r  unfeeling 
iudi&ranoe  to  the  tears  and  blood  of  their  sub- 
jects t  Are  Bepnblioans  irrespondblet  Have 
the  prinoiplea  on  which  yon  ground  the  re- 
proach upcm  OaUnets  and  Eloga  no  praeticnl 
mfloeooe— no  Innding  foroet  Are  they  merely 
themes  (tf  idle  declamation,  introdnoed  to  deco- 
rate the  mOTali^  <tf  a  newspaper  essav,  or  to 
fbrakh  pretty  topioa  of  barai^tiie  frton  uw  win- 
dows of  that  BttUe-boutet  I  trust  it  is  neither 
sunptnous,  nor  too  late  to  ask,  can  yon 
pnt  the  deuest  intereat  of  soaety  at  risk  with- 
-\i  guilt,  and  withont  reman   * 

It  is  vain  to  offer  as  an  e 


rnunptnous,  nor  too  late  to  ask,  can  yov 
deuest  intereat  of  soaety  at  risk  with- 
out guilt,  and  withont  lemorsel 

It  is  vain  to  offer  as  an  exouae,  that  public 
men  are  not  to  be  leproadied  for  the  evils  that 
may  happen  t* " — "^~' ""'" 


«  from  their 


Thk 


itaUe.  Those  I  have  depleted  are  not  unfore- 
seen ;  they  are  so  br  from  inevitaUe,  we  are 
going  to  tmng  them  into  being  by  our  vote. 
We  choose  the  ooasequenoea,  and  beoome  aa 
justly  answerable  for  tbem  as  for  the  messme 
that  we  know  will  produoe  them. 

By  rqjecting  the  posts,  we  li^t  the  savag* 
&M—WO  bind  the  victiinB.  This  day  we  under- 
take to  render  aooonnt  to  the  widows  and  oi^ 
l^tana  wbimi  our  decision  will  make;  to  the 
wratehes  that  wm  be  roastad  at  the  stake;  to 
our  oonntry;  and  I  do  not  deem  it  too  toiona 
to  say,  to  oonsdenoe,  and  to  God— we  aro  an- 
swerable { and  if  dnty  be  any  thing  more  than  a 
w<«d  of  imposture,  if  oonsdenoe  be  not  s  bug- 
bMr,  we  are  i^eparing  to  make  ounelvea  aa 
wrebched  as  oor  country. 

There  is  no  mistake  in  this  esse ;  there  oan 
be  none.  Experimoo  hsa  already  l>een  the 
prophet  of  events,  and  the  oriea  M  oor  Aiture 
victims  have  already  reached  na.  The  Weetam 
inhaUtants  are  not  a  silent  and  unoompl^idng 
saoriflee.  The  vcrfoe'  of  humanity  Imum  from 
the  shade  of  their  wUdemev.  It  exelaims  that 
while  one  hand  b  held  np  to  reject  this  IVeaty, 
the  other  grasps  a  bHnabawk.  It  snmmoM 
our  imagination  to  the  scenes  that  will  open. 
It  is  no  great  eflbrt  d  the  imaginaticm  to  con- 
otive,  diat  events  ao  near  are  already  bqpm.  I 
oan  nucy  that  I  listen  to  the  yells  of  savage 
Teogeanoe,  and  the  shrieks  of  torture.  AlroacEy 
tbeysaem  to  sighin  the  west  wind;  already  th^ 
mingle  with  every  echo  from  the  mountaina. 

Are  the  posts  to  remain  for  ever  in  the  posse*- 
noa  (£  Great  Britain!    Let  those  who  r^eot 
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thorn,  when  the  Treaty  otibra  tham  to  our 
hands,  nj,  if  they  choose,  the;  are  of  no  im- 
portance. If  thej  are,  will  th«j  take  them  b; 
foroe  f  The  sr^nmeBt  I  am  urging  wonld  thai 
oonN  to  a  point.  To  uae  force,  Is  war.  To 
talk  of  Treatj  again,  li  too  abmrd,  Po>t«  and 
redrew  mort  oome  from  Tolnatarr  good  will, 
TVeaty,  or  war. 

Bach  K  itate  at  things  win  exi«t,  if  we  shonld 
long  avoid  war,  aa  will  be  worse  than  war. 
Peaoe  without  wcnrity,  acctunalatkin  ot  injnry 
wttiioat  redrew,  or  the  hope  of  it,  reeentjnent 
agaiiwt  the  ■ggfc—w,  oontempt  for  onrBelvee, 
intealine  disoord  and  anarchj.  Worse  than  this 
need  not  )>e  apprehended,  for  if  worse  ooold 
happen,  aaarohj  woaU  tiring  It.  Is  this  the 
peace  gentlemen  nndertake,  with  sach  feariew 
oonfldenoe,  to  m^ntalnt  Is  this  the  station 
of  Amerioan  ^nitj,  which  the  hisfa-apirit«d 
diamplona  ot  onr  nati<mal  indepenaenoe  and 
honor  conld  «idnre  ;  nay,  which  they  are  ani- 
toiuand  almost  Tiolent  toseiie  fortheooantryt 
What  is  there  tn  the  Treaty  that  wrald  humble 
xu  HO  low  t  Are  they  the  men  to  swallow  their 
reeentmenta,  who  so  lately  were  ohoking  with 
them  t  If  In  the  case  ouiteraplated  by  them, 
it  shootd  be  peace,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it 
oneht  not  to  be  peace. 

Let  me  cheer  the  mind,  weary  no  donht  and 
ready  to  respond  oa  this  proi  ~ 
ing  another,  which  it  is  yet 
Tcallie.  Is  it  possible  for  a  real  American  to 
look  at  the  prosperity  of  this  ooantry  without 
some  desire  for  its  continuance,  wilhoat  some 
respect  for  the  meamrea  which,  many  wUl  say. 
prodneed,  and  all  win  oonftea,  have  premrrea 
ttl  Will  he  not  fod  some  dread  that  a  dunge 
of  aystem  wiU  reverse  the  soenet  Tht  well- 
grounded  fears  of  onr  dtiiens  in  ITM  were  re- 
moved by  the  Treaty,  hat  are  not  fonotten. 
Then  they  deooed  war  nearly  InevitaUe,  and 
wonld  not  this  a^JDsbnmt  have  bean  consider- 
ed  at  that  day  as  a  happy  eeoape  from  the  calam- 
ity t  The  great  Interest,  and  the  gnteral  de- 
elie  of  oar  people,  was,  to  ei^oy  the  advantages 
at  neutrality.  This  Instrmnent,  however  mis- 
represented, afibrds  America  that  ineatimable 
security.  The  caoses  ti  onr  diepntee  are  Either 
ont  op  by  the  roots,  or  referred  to  a  new  nego- 
tiation, after  the  end  of  the  Enropean  war. 
This  was  gaining  every  thing,  becaose  it  ood- 
flrmed  onr  nentnli^,  by  whloQ  onr  dtizens  are 
^ning  every  thing.  This  alone  wonld  justify 
Qie  engagements  of  the  Govemmttnt.  For, 
when  the  flery  vapors  of  the  war  lowered  in 
the  ekirts  of  onr  horizon,  all  onr  wi^ee  were 
eoocentered  in  this  one,  that  we  might  escape 
the  desolation  of  the  storm.  This  Treatv,  tike 
a  rainbow  on  the  edge  of  the  clond,  maned  to 
onr  eyes  the  space  where  it  wag  raging,  and 
aflbrded  at  the  same  time  the  snre  prognostic 
of  fair  weather.  If  we  rfjf eot  it  the  vivid  oolors 
wilt  grow  pale ;  It  will  be  a  halWui  meteor,  pc«- 
tending  tempest  and  war. 

Let  OS  not  hedtatc^  t 
qtpropriation  to  oany  it  into  t 


tion.  Tbns  weshansavethefUihofoarBiiiti, 
secure  its  peace,  and  difitaae  the  s|HTit  d  cost 
denoe  and  enterprise  that  wHI  an^nent  iti  ji» 
perity.  The  progress  of  wealth  and  impnIt^ 
ment  Is  wondeiftL  and,  aoine  will  think,  m 
rapid.  The  field  for  ezartiwi  is  frnitfiil  ol 
vast,  and,  if  peace  and  good 
be  preserve^  the  i 
not  so  pleanng  as 

as  the  Uurtromenls  of  their  fbtnre  siKMeft.  Tk 
rewards  of  exertion  go  to  augment  its  pa>«. 
Profit  is  every  honr  beooming  capital  Tk 
vast  crop  of  our  iientrality  is  all  seed  niM, 
and  is  sown  again  tn  swell,  silmost  beyond  at 
dilation,  the  ratnre  liarvest  of  prospeiityr  nj 
in  this  prwrees,  what  seema  to  be  fiotioa,  ii 
foond  to  &U  short  ot  eiperieoioe. 

Fkdat,  April  SV. 
EttaOiait  ^  SHiUk  nwa<)>. 

Mr.  Dattoit  (the  Speaker)  deolared  that  hi 
did  by  no  means  intend  to  follow  the  geatltiiHi 
who  bad  conceived  it  advisable  to  enter  intd  ■ 
disonnion  of  the  merits  of  the  Treaty,  trtielat; 
article. 

To  those,  he  said,  who  r^arded  tins  PscMd 
Treaty  with  Great  Britain  with  dissgnMUt 
sensations— to  those  who  believed  that  it  £d 
not  contain  in  it  snob  ta*ms  as  the  UmteJ 
States  had  reason  to  expect,  and  even  a  n^ 
to  demand — to  all  those  whose  indignatim  m 
been  eidted  M  the  nnwarrantable  mtngtt 
oommitied  by  that  nation  upon  the  t^t>  of 
onr  oentral  powers,  who  had  seen  thdrltift 
handed  acts  with  wtonishment,  and  the  iw» 
oondnct  of  th«ir  sdministnti<«  towards  tla 
ooanHy  with  ahhorrenee— to  those  wInim  ri- 
taohnent  for  the  French,  noblv  strog^^ 
their  Hbertiee,  was  idnoere,  and  who  sid^ 
wished  that  thdr  revo]ntion  mi^t  tffimoiK 
in  the  eetablishmeat  of  a  good  and  stable  gi^ 
emment : — to  all  of  this  deeeription,  he  aim 
with  propriety,  address  himself  and  ssy,  f>^ 
he  harmoniied  with  them  in  opinion,  tH  ibd 
his  feelings  were  in  perfect  nnison  with  d>^ 
Bot  if;  he  sud,  there  should  be  fimnd  in  Hot 
anembly  one  meml>er,  whose  affedioa  for  inf 
other  nation  exceeded  tliat  which  he  SDtaKib- 
od  for  this,  whose  Representative  he  w»-h 
there  could  evui  be  found  a  angle  nun  *'>'^ 
hatred  to  any  other  oomHry  was  grest«'  tiA 
his  love  toe  Americft— liim,)^  shonld  ixxMi 
as  his  enemy,  hostile  to  the  intoretts  of  tlwp'''' 
pie  who  sent  him  there,  utterly  nnqnsBiod  Ki 
Jodge  rightly  of  their  conoems,  and  a  betnj« 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  Bnt,  Kr.  P.  su4 
he  conld  not  believe  it  poedhle,  that  there  *«• 
any  snob  amongst  them,  and  he  wm  o^^*^^ 
that  every  one  must  see  and  feel  the  DwemT 
of  diveettng  himself  of  all  his  hatred,  til  lu>  F'^ 
Jndioea, and  even  all  attachments  tW *^«n 
the  least  degree  inconsistent  wiUi  sa  mtttcMB 
deliberation  and  decisitxi.  The  vood  fi  ^ 
proq>erity  of  the  people  of  the  UnHrf  BW* 
ought  to  he  the  primar;  otjeot.    It  w»* 
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B  were  dele- 

mmedi&tel/  to 


promote,  and  who  would  den;  that  it 
tinaatelj  oonnected  with,  and  InvolTed  in  ttie 
Tote  they  were  about  to  give  I 

That  the  defects  of  this  iDstrnment  of  com- 
pact urith  Briton  gnwtlj  exceeded  its  merits, 
'was  a  tmth  wliich  waa  strouKly  impremed  Dpon 
bis  caind,  loiig  before  he  had  ceard  the  reason- 
ing ^f  the  raitleman  from  Virginia,  Oil,  Ma- 
viBOEf,)  who  Itad  opeoed  the  debate,  idthongh 
that  geDtleman  had  eketobed  its  defwmildes  in 
strong  ooloTB,  and  hod  in  some  iDstanoes,  per- 
liaps,  exaggerated  them ;  jet,  Mi.  B.  laid,  be 
■boatd  not  bave  oonteated  the  toadce  of  the 
picture  he  had  exhibited,  if  be  bad,  at  the  same 
time,  presented  to  their  view,  in  trae  and 
Uthfo]  coloring,  tbe  other  side  of  it  alao.  Tet, 
this  was  soreljr  neeeesar;  in  order  to  enable 
tbem  to  form  s  right  Jndgment.  That  member 
had  declared  that  the  Eoiue  were  now  called 
upon  to  approve  the  T^^aty,  bat  Mr.  D.  was  &r 
from  believing  snob  a  declaration  warranted  bj 
the  Iflugaage  or  natrn^  of  the  propositions  on 
th«  table,  to  which  all  might  assent,  withoat 
pled^ng  themselvee  to  be  the  improvers  of  the 
{nstnuDent  itselt 

BoflrmlroonTinoedwaaheof  this,  that.  If  be 
ooald  subscribe  to  the  tmth  and  force  of  eyerj 
objecUon  that  bad  been  arged  by  that  gentle- 
man, he  abonld,  nevertheless,  by  no  means  oon- 
olnde  with  him,  that  the  House  ongbt  to  with- 
hold the  ^ipropriatjona,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  ODgbt  to  grant  them.  Tbia  woold  he  his 
course  of  condaot,  beoaose  diffioDlties  and  incon- 
veniences alone  iveseated  tbemselvee  to  their 
view  and  cholo&  and  hft  tbonght  he  sbonld  act 
anfaithfoUy,  if  he  endeavored  to  sbnn  those  on 
the  one  nde  only,  without  regarding  tiie  wide 
scene  of  dangers  into  which  he  might  plnnge 
hia  oonntiT  on  tbe  other.  Wliat  would  be 
thought  of  that  man,  who,  beoaose  the  road 
hs  waa  tntvellinff  proved  to  be  an  nneven  and 
roDgh  one,  ahonU  oonddente);  betake  himself 
to  an  oppcnte  path  without  exploring  the  pre- 
dpioe  that  awaited  him  there!  In  the  6u&- 
Tuloal  it  would  be  deemed  an  evidence  of  mad- 
ness, and  ench  heedlew  conduct  in  that  House 
conld  not  escape  the  imputation  of  blindness. 
Under  impressions  of  this  sort,  ss  to  the  impor- 
tanoe  of  tlie  vote  he  was  abost  to  ^ve,  he  con- 
ceived himself  boond  to  extend  his  views  beyond 
tlie  mere  intrinsic  merits  of  the  Treaty,  and  to 
estimate  the  evils  nbich  mnst  flow  from  a  re- 
jection of  it.  What,  he  asked,  were  theeet 
Would  a  fixeign  war,  and  the  dissolntion  ol  the 
Qovemnwnt  be  tbe  cert^u  frnits  of  a  r^ection,  as 
had  bem  represented  b7  scMne  gentlemen  whose 
opinions  he  rejected)  These  would  certainli 
be  smontfst  the  moat  dresdftal  calamities  whiiJ 
eoold  b^l  a  oonntry  and,  especially,  one  made 
np  of  Coofederaoiea  luce  this ;  snd  althon^  he 
did  not  think  them  probable,  yet,  thev  most  be 
admitted  to  be  poeeible,  and  ss  sneh,  Justify 
those  who  sllow  them  to  influence  theii  minds. 
Bnt  be  appealed  to  Uioae  gentlemen  who 


0  treat  such  ^iprehensiMiB  as  perfeody  obl- 
ical,  whether  there  might  not  be  others, 
which,  thoDgb  lees  slarming  than  a  foreign  war 
and  dlseolatJOD  of  the  UoioD,  wonld  yet  exceed 
—nay,  very  t^  exceed,  those  which  are  to  fol- 
low the  operation  of  the  Treaty.  Tbe  first  fruit 
of  a  rejection  wonld  be.  Hi.  D.  said,  a  claim 
from  the  merchants  who  bad  suffered  by  spo- 
liationa,  to  be  fully  indemnified  from  tbe  Trea- 
sury. Be  called  npon  tbe  members  who,  lilce 
himself^  represented  agricoltural  States ;  and  he 
called,  also,  upon  those  who  represented  the 
landed  and  agricultural  interests  in  the  oom- 
merolat  States,  to  declare,  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  burden  their  conatjtnents  with  a 
tax  of  five  millions  of  dollars  to  be  thns  applied  I 
He  did  not  fear  that  he  should  be  charged,  as 
others  had  been,  with  sobnding  a  false  alarm. 
A  proportion  to  that  effect  had  already  been 
Md  on  tbe  table,  and,  what  was  not  a  little  nn- 
gnlar,  it  waa  foonded  on  a  presumption  that  the 
Treaty  was  to  be  annulled  by  a  voto  of  the 
House,  and  was  to  derive  its  sapptat  from  that 
very  circnmstanoe.  Ur.  D.  thou^t  it  his  duty 
to  remind  gentlemen  of  the  doctrine  uttered  by 
tbe  memb^  from  New  York,  (Mr,  Lrrraaanm,) 
when  he  moved  it,  ss  well  as  of  the  extent  H 
the  principle  cmitsaned  in  it  It  is  an  establish- 
ed prindple,  said  the  mover,  that  protection  is 
equally  due  to  the  tjerson  and  property  of  all 
dtdsens,  and  that  wnere  the  Government  &dls 
to  protect,  it  is  bonnd  to  indemniiy  for  all  the 
losses  that  may  be  sustained  by  every  indi- 
vidual in  consequence  of  soch  ftilore.  They 
were,  therefore.  Vr.  D.  sdd,  if  they  r^ected  the 
Treaty,  to  be  immediately  called  npon  to  rc- 
oognixe  a  priiwiple  which  wenld  not  only  pledge 
them  to  tax  their  fellow-citiiens  for  the  ^ve 
millions,  at  which  dte  British  cpoliations  were 
estimated,  bnt,  also,  to  make  compensation  for 
'    'ion  that  might  hereafter  be  aud* 


every  depredation 
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trade ;  nay,  mot^  for  every  iqjoir 
any  American  dtiien  might  snfiisr  through 
want  of  protection.  He  was  aware  that  be 
might  be  told  that  the  reaolntkm  embraced  only 
merchants  who  had  ntbred,  bnt  he  contended 
that  the  prindple,  when  wtabUshed,  most  ex- 
tend to  idl  j  for  he  chaDenged  any  gentleman  to 
show  what  better  title  they  who  inhabited  tbe 
frontier  next  tbe  sea,  hsd  to  claim  Govern- 
mental protection  and  indemnification,  than 
they  who  inhabited  a  fi<onder  on  the  land  ride  t 
U,  therefore,  th^  were  determined  to  compen- 
sate from  tike  jbeasory  the  merchant  fbr  his 
I^ndered  cargo,  they  were  equally  bound  to 
pay  tbe  firontier  setuer  for  hia  atcden  horse; 
aiM  there  would  be  no  bounds  to  snoh  daims, 
OT  means  to  MMy  tbem. 

It  hod  been  aslud  what  wonld  be  the  mnduct 
of  Britmn,  whm  the^  should  learn  that  the 
House  of  BepresentativeB  had  refused  to  make 
appropriadons  for  the  Trea^.  He  was  dispos- 
ed  to  think  that  Uiey  wonld  not  consider  it  a 
oanse,  or  make  it  a  pretext,  for  the  war.  Hsv- 
ing  in  thur  hands  the  ftir  b^e,  the  VeetHn 
posts,  and  about  five  millions  of  ddlars,  ot 


which  th^  had  deqtoiled  the  people  of  these 
BWm,  Qi»j  mtgbt  probMj  ni  down  oonteat- 
•d  wiui  the  qtrils  they  had  made,  after  this 
Gorenuaaat  had,  by  it*  own  act,  ^sKilred  the 
•dpnlatioiu  tfaej  had  entcnd  tntn  to  make  resli- 
tation  and  oompeoaatioiL  Bat  what,  in  thia 
■tate  of  thinga,  woold  natnfai  tlieir  piraUoal 
erniNn  in  the  V««t  Indies?  tliej,  whethw 
hopiiw  that  a  war  would  be  the  oonaeqimwe  o( 
annolfina  tbe  Tnatf,  OTth^aatbetwonationa 
were  no  longer  nikUr  that  tie,  th^  ml^t  agein 
rob  with  inqranilj ;  and  wonld  probwlj  aeise 
on  Amerioao  Ttwdi  wherever  tbej  oonld  meet 
tliMn,  and  earrj  them  into  those  porta  in  wliidi 
ecmpt  Jndge*  atood  rand;  to  condemn  them. 

80  br  aa  this  mieeliMi  reipeoted  a  dinolntion 
of  the  preeent  OoTemment,  It  waa  eerbdnlj  a 
Terj'  d^oate  one.  Important  as  the  sabject  an- 
der  debate  nnqoeetiiNuiblj  was,  he  was  free  to 
declare  it  to  be  bis  opinion  tlist  no  decMon, 
however  nnfavorable  it  might  seem,  could  Jds- 
titj,  or  would  prodnoe  Aaepention  of  the  Stipes. 
He  lamented  that  it  had  been  conceiTed  or  men- 
tioned hj  any  one,  tor  be  shonld,  whilst  he  had 
strength,  reaiBtsiieh  an  evoit  as  the  most  fatal 
th«t  ooud  be&ll  bis  oonnttr,  and  wonld  cling 
to  the  Union  aa  the  rock  of  their  poliUcd  salva- 
tion. Bnt  he  wonld  not  ea;,  nor  wonld  an;  one 
dse  seiional;  sa;,  that  there  was  no  room  to 
uprehend  that  a  r^eotion  might  prodnoe  sns- 
]ncions,  JMlonaies,  distmsta,  and  discord  between 
the  one  part  of  the  Union  and  the  other,  and 
each  agMienlfBrmentntion'in  the  pnblie  mind 
•a  nefer  befbre  prevuled. 

He  oonld  not  here  rafrdn  from  making  a  se- 
rion*  appeal  to  the  oandorand  good  sense  of  the 
genttoman  from  Tirginia.  Having  served  with 
him  man;  ;ears  in  pnblio  lifb— ^  the  tHi  Oon- 


gress,  under  the  CwfiBdwatioD,  in  the  Federal 
Oonventicn,  and  for  nearlj  six  rear 
present  f<Hm<rf  Go venunent,  he  had, 


his  B 


upon  man 
e  dintlajf 


briotiim,  and  deri) .__   . 

that,  M  at  no  former  moment,  so  neither  at  the 
present,  could  he  qipeal  to  those  qnalitiee  in 
that  gentleman  )n  vein.  Mr.  D.  requested  him 
to  turn  bii  attention  to  the  last  article  of  the 
British  Treaty, 
whicfa  is  In  the 

"ThiiTra*^,  when  the  «me  iball  hsTc  beoi  rMi- 
.  ficdbrHiaMmJM^  and  brlbePreddenl  of  the  United 
StmlM,  bj  ud  with  tha  edTice  and  aoBwnt  of  thiii 
Sansta,  and  tht  mpsctlTa  ntiSoatioiu  matOADj  tx- 
ehuiged,  ihall  b«  bindiog  and  obligatoij  on  His  He- 
jeitj  end  00  tb«  nld  StaM*,  uid  dull  ba  by  tfaom 
nneotivelj  executed  end  obeerrad  wilii  pimotDeli^ 
■ad  the  man  snoan  ngard  to  good  faith,"  ha. 

He  called  tipon  the  gentleman  from  Ylrginia 
to  show  in  wbat  line  or  word  of  it  the  Fkesi- 
DKNT  had  exceeded  bis  sathority,  or,  if  that  was 
not  pretended,  and  he  beltevod  it  was  not  hy 
an;  one,  he  wished  that  gentleman  to  reflect  for 
a  moment  bow  it  was  possible  to  refiise  appro- 
priations, nnd  yet  preserre  inviolate  the  fi^th  of 
thia  oonntr;,  so  solemnl;  ]Jedged  in  that  ardole. 


>fr.D.coDdnded  with  obaerring  that  il^^ 
he  was  not  ideased  with  man;  parts  eftba'Avq 
— altbouf^  he  had  nerw  feh  an;  Rtronffni-  | 
lection  for  aa  intimate  oonneetion  with  ficiais- 
atthongb  be  had  new  seen  tfaeir  eaaosetmM 
on  the  rightsj  nor  their  depredatioas  npn  ^ 
pH^>ert;  of  American  dtiz«ia  wiA  u  nM- 
gent  eje,  or  in  the  temper  of  tame  snbaiiHK 
and  althongji  he  had  long  ceased  to  tnmit 
an;  nqwet  tar  the  negotintor,  ;et  be  fMi 
Tote  fbr  the  reaolntion,  beeanse  he  lowd  Is 
coontr;,  and  to  that  lore,  would  saeriteBcnrT 
resentment,  ever;  prtgo^ce,  ever;  perscud  c» 
sideration.  He  Aonld  vote  to  cntt;  the  TMj 
into  effect  with  good  bith,  because  he  asKoi; 
believed  that  the  interests  of  bis  ftOow-oiiKn 
wonld  be  mm^  more  promoted  brtlut,  timij 
the  opporite  Une  <tf  condact. 

The  qneetion  was  then  pat  tm  Ae  isadcbn 
whioh  ti  in  snbatance  as  foDows ; 

Smoked,  That  it  isezpedknit  tomafcetlwK- 
eesaarr  appropriations  fi^  cnriTing  the  T^ 
with  Grent  Britun  into  eflbet. 

The  HoQse  (Hrtded,  fOTty-nine  for  tin  ngb 
Halt,  fbrt;-nine  against  it. 

It  reniuned  fbr  the  Chairman,  Hr.  McBV' 
nERO,  to  decide. 

He  said,  he  did  not  feel  aatided  wiHi  tkit' 
solirtion  as  it  now  stood ;  he  ahoold.  ho«m; 
vote  fbr  it,  that  ft  ndgfat  go  to  the  Bobk,  ^ 
there  be  modified. 

The  reeotntjon  ww  eonseqnenH;  tptei  *, 
and  reported  to  the  Honae. 

[The  following  Etatement  win  riiow  Ae  tn 
smseof  theBonse  as  to  the  expediency  of  (■7' 
ing  the  British  Treat;  into  eflbot: 

Fort;-nlne  voted  for  tins  expe^Miey. 

Fm^-nine  against  it. 

The  Ohahtnan,  Vr.  JltmLXHnne,  to  pna 
of^tortnnit;  fiirttier  to  consider  the  naiJufti^ 
voted  for  IL 

Mr.  Pawow  from  Delawnre  wa«  ill,  •"^T" 
necesearil;  absent  It  is,  however,  well  iiiidV' 
stood,  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  Treaty. 

Ur.  VixmrM  was  aooidentall;  absHt  Hii 
no  friend  to  the  Treaty. 

Messrs.  Fbkduh,  BasBBTTKin,  tBiVi30» 
Lurm  are  absent  on  leave. 

iti.  DcTALL  has  resigned,  and  hn  soccmv 
has  not  yet  taken  his  seat 

From  which  it  is  evident  that  llieni>tii» 
tnal  nM^ority  of  the  House  agunst  tbe  of 
dieno;  ot  carrjring  the  Treat;  into  eunix-] 

Satdxdat,  April  SO. 
Seeeuti«n  ^  Brituh  TWnty. 

The  Honse  then  took  np  the  resolutioii  jtM- 
da;  passed  in  a  Committee  of  the  Vidt.  >* 
carrying  into  effect  the  Treat;  lately  iiego«i"» 
with  Great  Britain:  when 

Ur.  DiAEBonirftald,as  it  appeared  tM*"*" 
lority  of  that  Honae  was  in  fcvor  of  «•"?'* 
into  effect  the  British  Treat;,  nnlintlMMj 
several  of  those  gentlemen  who  tisd  '''*'" 
their  intention  of  voting  for  it,  hsdJetlireJi'*) 
thonght  it  a  bad  Treiu^,  and  as  be  vi^ida" 
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lihe  oidnkin  tiw  Hoom  entertained  of  the 
Treaty  vitered  npon  their  JonmalB,  he  took 
the  libera  of  prmoring  an  ameadment  to  the 
reeolntitm  in  the  toUowing  vords : 

"Sfolted,  Thit,  althoagfa  in  lbs  opinloi  of  dili 
Hooie  tbs  Treklf  U  bigblj  obj«ctionabI«,  and  nay 
prove  morioiu  to  the  United  State*,  jet,  ooaddflriiig 
■11  the  <iiKSQm*tanoei  ralating  ^rato,  and  paiticn- 
tarij,  that  tfaa  latt  ef^itMO  mrdelu  an  to  oontiinie  (n 
ftna  oBly  dniiDg  dw  prannt  war,  and  two  jvan 
-*•-----*---  ---J  caifidliDff  alio  in  Hm  rfBoaor  of 


a,tb,*n&n, 


xi^btt,  in  n 

Mr.  GoiT  h<q»ed  tbe  jeaa  and  n^a  vonld  be 
takw  npon  the  qneatloa;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr,  OooDHUx  hoped  the  Honse  wonld  not 
agree  lo  the  reaoloncMi;  he,  for  one,  would 
never  agree  to  it. 

Mr.  BwajrwioK  hraed  the  anundmeat  wonld 
lie  agreed  to ;  for  wbatertf  gome  gentlauoi's 
opinion  might  be  with  raapeet  to  the  propriety 
t»t  oarrying  tlie  Trea^  into  eAot,  veir  &w 
thought  it  a  good  TnKtr.  Ad  amendment 
thwefore,  declaring  the  motivee  which  aetnated 
tbat  Hotue  in  paaAog  the  reeolntion  for  oarry- 
ing the  Trea^  into  eflbet  waa  rery  dealrable ;  it 
would  ludnoe  aonie  gentlemen  to  vote  for  it, 
who  would  otherwise  vote  agunst  it,  and  it 
ought  not  to  ezoito  otijeotion.  fie  appealed  to 
the  recolleotion  of  gentlemen,  the  argumenta 
which  had  been  oaed  to  enforoe  the  necewity  of 
the  wpropriationa,  which  lud  great  e&eaa  upon 
the  aooilueaa  of  time  which  the  most  olfjeolion- 
able  part  t^  the  Treaty  waa  to  be  In  foroe.  He 
'  ~  \  therefore,  theae  argumenta  would  not  be 
led  to  in  the  form  of  a  reaolution. 
r.  EtLLHOinB  aaid,  when  he  prepared  the 
reeolntion  on  the  table,  he  thoo^t  he  had  done 
it  In  inch  general  tenna  that  every  gantlemaD 
might  vote  for  it,  without  npreanng  a  aenti- 
nent  oontnry  to  what  he  entertained  reapeot- 
Ing  the  Treaty,  The  amendment  propoaed,  he 
thought  very  obteotionaUe.  It  appeared  >a  if 
It  waa  intended  to  force  gentlemen  to  vote 
Mi^nat  carrying  the  Treaty  into  efibot  rather 
than  vote  for  the  Treaty.  For  hia  own  part,  he 
eonld  not  vote  for  it,  aa  it  would  be  in  direct 
oontradlction  to  the  aentimenta  which  he  had 
befbre  exprewed.  He  thought  candor  itaelf 
eonld  not  expect  gentlemen  who  approved 
of  the  Treaty  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
It  waa  ako  a  role  to  avoid  eipreaaing  par- 
ticular aentimenta  in  reeolntlona  of  ibis  kind. 
One  partofthe  proposition,  if  it  waa  brooght 
forward  aeparatoly.  would  be  aaaented  to  gene- 
rally, reapectiag  the  confidence  placed  in  the 
FBIBBiDiin',  wiQi  respect  to  fotnre  spoliations 
and  impreesmenta  of  men.  In  this  proposition, 
it  wag  said,  the  Treaty  was  injnrions ;  he 
did  not  believe  it  was  so.  Be  believed  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  United  States.  It 
would  not  only  be  agreeing  to  an  opinion  which 
was  contrary  to  the  sentiments  of  gentlemen, 
but  it  wunld  be  paanng  a  oenaure  on  the  other 


MtU  n<M9.  [H.  o*  K. 

bnndhea  of  Government,  Gentlemm  were  not 
required  to  aay  it  was  a  good  Treaty,  and  be 
hoped  no  one  would  be  forced  to  mj  it  waa  « 
bad  one. 

[The  Bpuxkk  Informed  Ihe  House  that  it  waa 
then  twelve  o'clock,  and  as  they  bad  yesterday 
ordered  that  there  shonld  be  a  call  of  the  Honse 
to-day  at  that  hour,  be  shootd  direct  the  Olerk 
to  make  the  call.  It  waa  accordingly  done. 
Messrs.  Banrr,  Habpib,  and  Pattoh  were  ab- 
sent. The  two  former  came  to  the  Honae  sooo 
after  the  call,  and,  on  making  ^wltvies,  were 
ezonsed.    Mr.  Faitov  was  indiapaaea.] 

Mr.  GKaoo  said  he  shonld  vote  for  the  reeolti> 
tion  in  its  preeent  state;  He  did  to,  not  becanae 
he  thought  the  TVeaty  a  good  one,  bnt  becnuae 
he  believed  the  interest  of  the  United  Stateu 
would  be  promoted  by  making  the  neceaaary 
appropriationa,  and  beoanee  he  was  apprehen- 
^e  worse  conseqoences  might  arise  from  de- 
feating it  than  from  carrying  it  into  efltet, 

Mr.  MooRB  oonaidered  himself  aa  called  opoa 
to  chocee  between  two  evils.  He  couMered  the 
Treaty  to  be  bad.  On  the  other  hand,  he  waa 
apprehensive  that  evils  might  arise,  if  it  waa  not 
earned  into  effect,  oat  of  the  control  of  that 
Honse.  He  had  reaolved  not  to  vote  for  tlie 
resolntion  ontheteble;  bnt  he  feltnnwilling  to 
take  upon  himself  the  reeponsibility  of  r^ecting 
the  Treaty,  which  had  been  aanctjoncd  by  the 
Prebidbrt  and  Senate.  In  dedding  upon  the 
amendment  proposed,  he  wished  trie  sense  of 
the  Honse  to  be  taken ;  and  if  he  considered 
that  a  single  individual  would  tie  influenced  to 
vote  againat  the  reaolution  who  would  othei^ 
wise  have  voted  for  it,  be  shonld  wish  them  to 
be  separated.  It  waa  his  (pinion  the  Trea^ 
was  a  bad  one,  and  he  believed  it  waa  the  a^tf 
ion  of  a  decided  m^ority  of  that  Honse.  He 
wished  the  reeolntion  to  be  so  amended  that  the 
Treaty  might  go  into  effect  by  a  considiTable 
m^ority,  aa  It  wonld  tend  to  lessen  the  irrit*- 
tion  which  had  been  raised  reapeotdng  it. 

Mr.  DusxoBV  sud,  in  offering  die  amend- 
ment which  he  bad  propoaed,  he  had  no  int«^ 
tion  of  taking  any  thing  fike  an  unfair  advantage 
or  of  prodacug  what  might  be  thongbt  nocandid 
or  nnfkir.  His  own  sentimente  relative  to  the 
Treaty  were  such  as  would  prevent  bis  consent- 
ing to  do  any  thing  to  carry  it  into  effect,  nn- 
lem  with  such  a  provision  as  he  had  brought 
forward.  It  appeared  to  him  of  snoh  a  nature, 
that  he  was  not  sore  that  be  conld  bring  his 
mind  to  vote  to  carry  it  into  effect  at  alL  He 
had  supposed  there  conld  be  nothing  improper 
in  taking  the  opinion  of  the  Honse  relniive  to 
the  thing  itself.  If  it  might  be  presnmed  that 
there  were  but  few  gentlemen  in  thnt  Honse 
who  thongbt  the  Treaty  a  good  one,  he,  indeed, 
thon^t  there  were  none  of  that  opinio  ,  until 
then,  though  some  gentlemen  had  prai^'el  it  in 
their  speeches,  but  which  lie  had  nerely  consid- 
ered as  adding  weight  to  their  arguments,  he 
believed  sncb  an  amendment  wi\s  desirable. 

As  he,  therefore,  took  it  fur  granted  that  a 
oonmderable  minority  of  the  House  were  of  the 
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pnipotltiooB  wonld  not  Interfere  with  any  bill 
irbioh  might  be  brought  in,  and  gentlenieD 
woaM  b«ve  the  ditoretum  to  rote  for  it  or  Dot 
If  a  m^ritjr  of  tlie  Hooae  thonght  difiereatl; 
fVom  him,  and  choae  to  negative  the  amoia- 
ment,  he  dionid  tw  aatisflea.  Uotil  be  heard 
■omething  Airther  on  the  biuineag,  to  oonyince 
him  of  the  impropriet;  of  doing  so,  he  ihonld 
wiah  to  see  a  d«cidoa  of  the  Home  npou  the 
propoaition  aa  he  bad  cdbred  it 

Mr.  ilAartM  lakl  he  waa  of  tlie  number  irbo 
thought  the  meaanre  at  pawiiig  Uie  reeolutiwt  on 
tbe  table  a  very  expedient  one ;  bnt  whilst  this 
was  his  opiniui,  be  knew  there  were  man;, 
both  within  and  wUbont  their  walls,  of  a  diCfor- 
ent  of^ion.  He  bad  no  objection  to  gentle- 
men'a  erprcaring  their  opinioDa,  bat  be  wished 
abo  to  be  at  Ubertj  to  express  his.  He  Hboold, 
tlierefiHe,  propoae  that  the  mover  ehoold  form 
UarMulatioD  as  a  preamble.  This  would  answer 
the  porpoee  erf  the  gentleman  from  Yirginia, 
(Ur.  Moou.) 

He  said,  when  it  was  eo  formed,  vrerj  one 
would  have  an  oi^rtnuit;  of  Toting  for  it,  and, 
if  DQgMived,  the  reeolotioD  wonld  stAnd  aa  be- 
fore. He  lu^ed,  there&re,  the  proposal  wonld 
be  agreed  to. 

Ur.  J>MAMvax  lam  he  oonridered  his  motjon 
in  the  natore  of  a  preamble;  and  he  bad  Do  ob- 
JeotioD  to  any  mntiaa  that  wotdd  make  it 
more  properly  so. 

Ur.  KiTiXKA  utpealed  to  the  oandtv  at  the 
gentlonan  who  bronght  forward  the  amend- 
ment, with  reepeot  to  llie  propriety  nl  making 
hi*  DTOpOHtiou  a  distinct  one.  He  thonght  it 
wonld  be  exinmelj  improper  to  pass  a  r«aoln- 
tioa  whioh  wonld  say,  "We  pass  this  law. 
though  we  believe  It  to  be  a  verr  bad  one." 
He  tnonght  it  also  directiy  obari^ng  another 
branch  <3  the  QorenmMiit  with  impwper  ood- 

itt.  Hioaous  bad  no  oljeotion  to  tbe  amend- 
ment being  inserted  by  way  ot  preamUe.  He 
oned  the  pnKMiety  <rfthe  opiniona  of  members 
beuig  fidriy  taken  on  this  important  bnsineeB. 

Ur.  Gbbo«  wished  to  oSbr  an  amendment,  as 
a  snbMitnte  to  that  befbre  the  committee.  It 
was,  in  sobstanoe,  aa  foUows:  ^^Baolwd,  That 
under  a  oonsideration  of  existing  oiicnmstanoes, 
withoQt  reforenoe  to  tbe  merits  or  demerits  of 
the  treaty,  and  in  oonfldenoe  that  measures 
will  be  taken  by  the  Exeontive  to  '"wintft'if  onr 
neutral  ri^ta,  it  la  expedient,"  &o. 

This  waa  declared  out  of  order  nntll  the 
amendment  was  dedded  <ai. 

Ur.  Yenaslb  had  no  oljection  to  the  propo- 
ridouB  being  taken  smrately,  as  gentletnen 
woold  be  th^  left  at  uberty  to  vote  as  they 
jdeased.  He  oonoeived  there  were  gentlemen 
who  wonld  vote  for  tbe  propoeiUon  with  the 
amendment,  who  wonld  not  vote  for  it  withoat 
it.  Hedidnotknowthatanyamendmentwoold 
reconcile  the  resolntdon  to  him ;  for,  though  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment,  he  would  not 
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bind  himself  tn 
Treaty. 

Ur.  UuBBAi  said  be  had  not  spoken  on  Aa 
Boljieat  befcm.  He  waa  stating  tlmt  the  Fi^ 
nsBT  was  armed  only  with  reason ;  be  *■ 
stripped  of  all  tbe  symbols  of  power,  and  if  Aa 
Treaty  before  them  was  carried  into  eSect,  wiA 
such  a  clog  as  the  amendment  prvf  *  ' 
wonld  be  debilit«ted  indeed.  Th«r  £ 
had,  in  his  opinion,  done  great  tliinpg,  aaA  wM 
would  have  oovered  any  Euf^tean  IGmstcr  wilk 
Qutamished  lanrtls,  by  means  ttf  reWMn  mi 
policy ;  fbr,  bowevw  wickedly  oonrts  act,  thn 
oalonlato  upon  the  force  ctf  the  powen  wM 
whom  they  treat  When  •  Uin&tar  goes  is 
negotiate,  they  iuqidre  into  tbe  ZMrtH  and  nK- 
tary  foroe  of  nia  ooontrTi  tb^  aniropriatkH 
fbr  the  army  and  navy,  Ao.,  Ao.  The  Omj  rf 
tbe  United  States  would  be  a  blank  npoD  sad 
an  occasion.  What  waa  thwr  intereot,  thvl 
It  was  to  ^ve  energy  to  tbeir  flm  iiiniaiiil 
Shonld  they  then  pass  the  law  in  sodi  a  TiisT»a 
as  almost  to  warnuit  tbe  people  in  rensting  iti 
The  only  thing  whioh  remained  for  tlitan  to  io, 
was,  not  only  to  carry  the  iMaty  into  tAd, 
bnt  to  carry  it  into  effect  with  p>od  Utk 
Tbe  ott}eot  waa  not  roere^  the  post»— it  ww  ■ 
conoiUation  of  the  difibreaoea  long  exiatiiw  be- 
tween the  two  natjona;  and  it  was  tb^dsM 
to  exeoDte  it  so  as  to  prodnee  the  greatot  at 
Tantage;  whereas,  if  they  were  to  agree  to  tke 
amencunent  proposed,  so  oovered  wiui  o£nm,  i 
would  weaken  the  power  of  Oi«  ExecotiT^ 
already  too  feeble. 

Ur.  B.  Simn  said  he  had  never  seca  a^ 
oanse  of  ^oom.  He  never  doubted  tiiat  Aa 
memben  of  that  House  wonld  oome  to  rigtit 
oonolotions.  They  did  ri^t  ye8t«rdiay,  and  fas 
was  not  afraid  of  th^  dcong  wnmg  to-day.  b 
tbeir  decision  yesterday,  Uie  CAiaJrman  h^ 
doubts.  He  dedded  in  Ikvor  rf  the  resdntio^ 
in  hopes  of  its  nndeigmng  some  modifiotfioD— 
tliat  modifloatica  was  now  bron^t  forward.  It 
did  not  entirety  please  him ;  bnt  he  tboo^t  it 
might  be  so  amended  as  to  please  every  eat. 
He  moved  that  the  words  "  and  may  pron  io- 
Joriona  to  the  Hmted  States^"  be  atrad  oot 


Ux.  Mdhlknbxbo  said,  when  he  gave  lua  vots 
yesterday,  he  did  it  in  the  hope  of  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  reeolution  taking  plaoe  in  the  House. 
A  modification  was  now  tuvo^t  forward,  and 
be  was  ready  to  vote  for  some  anch  moSfica- 
tion.  Whilst  he  made  this  declaratiaa,  he  mmt 
add,  that  he  was  willing  also  to  vote  for  tht 
original  reaolntioii.  He  wished  the  sense  d  llw 
House  to  be  taken  np<»i  the  two  prc^MMitioaa 
separately. 

Ur.  Dkasbokr  consented  to  the  prcqratftiaai 
bdng  token  separately. 

Ur.  5.  Shitb  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  voni 
"  bi^y,"  BO  as  to  read  olffteUMuAU,  instMd  d 
"  highly  objectionable," 

Tb  e  sense  of  the  Honse  was  taken,  when  then 
were  48  for  the  striking  ont,  and  48  against  it 
The  SnAuu  gave  his  vote  in  the  afBtmatin, 
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2Cr.  Ettcezli,  wid,  he  slioald  Tote  against 
no  proposition  now  broo^it  forward,  becaase 
e  tfaoogtat  it  wrong  to  hold  up  an  ide*  which 
'cmld  have  a  tendeQC^  to  weaken  the  OoTem- 
lent.  He  looked  upon  it  aa  ii^nrious.  The 
eople  would  Jndge  upon  the  Treatj'  from  the 
istmment  itself,  and  what  had  been  Mud  of  it. 
"hey  ODKht  sever  to  alarm  the  people  nnneces- 
Bffily.  It  waa  not  fl-om  an;  fear  of  going  to 
rsr,  or  aoj  other  apprehenBion  but  what  he 
lad  Toentioned,  wUdh  caoaed  this  oppodtion  in 

ICr.  Gaii^tik  aud,  if  the  propodtioiis  oonld 
je  divided,  no  gentleman  conld  reasonably  ob- 
:«at  to  the  sense  of  the  Honae  bdng  taken  npon 
diem. 

Afr.  PABnseaid,  behad  not  yet  apoken upon 
tbis  bnwneae.  He  voold  now  say,  he  disap- 
proved of  the  amendmeDt,  and  ahoold  not  vote 
for  it.  He  tbonght  the  Treaty  a  bad  one,  and 
woald  not  agree  to  vote  for  it  by  meana  of  arty 
modifioation. 

Ur.   HBnras  add,  he  should  vote  for  the 


ttw  Joamah.  When,  however,  the  resolution 
tea:  earryiog  the  Treaty  into  effect  waa  put,  he 
droold  Tot«  againat  it. 

Th«  motion  waa  Aen  pot  on  the  preamble, 
and  dedded  in  the  n^ative,  aa  follows:  yeaa, 
W,  nays  CO : 

Yeab. — neodorni  Ht£ej,  Abraimm  Baldwin,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Lomual  Benton,  Thomu  Bloout,  Richard 
Brent,  Dniip«B7  Bnrges,  Samuel  J.  Cabell,  Gabriel 
Cbriide,  Jobn  Clopton,  Iwk  Co1«,  Henry  Dearbcm, 
Sanoel  Ktu-l^  Jasn  FranUiii,  Albert  OalUdn,  ^il- 
Ham  B.  Gile^  Jamea  Gillu]»e,  Cbrittopher  Greenap, 
Andnw  Gregg,  WUUun  Sarry  Gran,  Wada  Ban 
too.  Carter  B.  UaniMn,  Jobn  Hatbom,  Jamtban 
Haveni,  Daaid  Heiiter,  Jma*  IMhnd,  Geaf* 
Jackaon,  Edward  liringrton,  Mattbcw  Looka,  Wu- 
Uam  I^an,  Samuel  Haclay,  NalbanJel  Maoco, 
James  Hadison,  Jcba  Hilledge,  AndrewHoon,  Fied- 


bwt  Bntheifeid,  tsiael  Smith,  John  Siranirick,  Abu- 
lorn  Tatom,  PbDip  Van  Cortlandt,  Joseph  B.  Tarnnni, 
^nham  Venabla,  and  Kohard  Winn. 

NaiB. — Fiahei  Amea,  Beqjamio  Bmnie,  Tbeopbi 
Yu  Biadbnry,  Nathan  Brjan,  Daniel  Buck,  Tboma 
Claibonw,  Jodma  Coit,  Wm.  Cooper,  Jeremiah  Crabli 
Gaotge  Denli  Abial  FuMsr,  I>wi|^t  F«at«r,  "  ' 
Gilbert,  NiobaUi  (Hlman,  Hcmy  Gbm^  ' 


throagh  mistake,  reported  the  votes  to  be  eqnal, 
vii:  49  for  and  49  against  the  question,  and  the 
Speakes  gave  his  vote  in  the  negative,  but  the 
above  was  afterwards  fonad  to  be  the  tma 


itim  H^ith,  TbimiH  Heodenon,  Jaatea  Hillbaiua, 
Winiam  ffinman,  AuDD  Eitcbell,  John  WilkeiKittcrB, 
Surge  Leonard,  Samael  Lyman,  Fruioi*  Malbooe, 
ITit^un  Vani  Mairaj,  Josiah  Farker,  John  Read, 
Jahn  Blcliardi,  Thtodt^    SedgwiA,   Samoel   Stt- 

e.TM,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Kutbaniel  Smith,  Isaac 
&,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Smith,  Tbmoas 
Spiigg,  ZtiAaniah  S*if^  George  Thatcher,  Kiohard 
lWiii,Harfc  TbampeaD,  Uriah Tm^,  John  £.  Van 
Allen,  Pcl^  Wadimwtb,  and  John  WllUama 

From  this  list  it  appears  that  the  qneation 
Wit  kM  by  OM  Tot«.    Ihe  clerk,  however. 
Vol.  L— 48 


Jfr.  W.  StciTH  waa  ^lad  the  motjon  was  neoa- 
tived.  He  did  not  wish  uther  blame  or  pnSie 
to  be  oast  npon  the  Trea^  by  the  roaolotjon 
passed  to  carry  It  Into  effect.  He  woald,  there- 
fore, more  to  add  the  following  words  to  the 
original  resolotion :  "  'Without  reference  to  th* 
m^ts  of  the  Treaty." 

Ur.  GiLBS  opposed  this  amendment.  He  said, 
it  would  be  an  indirect  mode  of  passing  a  cen- 
snre  upon  the  House  for  having  nndertaken  to 
'  idge  of  the  merits  of  the  Treaty.    JTe  did  not 

now  whether  it  atmok  the  gentleman  in  the 
same  way,  but  he  woidd  agree  it  was  nnproper 
to  pass  a  oensore  npon  the  Honae.  He  noped, 
therefore,  the  motion  vonM  either  be  withdrawn 
voted  agfunat. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Ur.  WiRN  said,  aa  it  was  his  opinion,  and  the, 
opinion  of  the  generality  of  h;a  oonstitnrati, 
that  the  Treaty  was  a  bad  one,  Le  should  vote 
against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
61,  Bays  46,  as  fbUovs: 

YUB— Briber  Amei,  Tbrntdona  Bailey,  Baqjamln 
Boonia,  Tbetnhihu  Biadbary,  Daniel  Bnd^  Gabriel 
Christie,  Joahna  Coit,  WaUam  Cooper,  Jeremiah 
Crabb,  Geoig*  Dent,  Atrid  Foster.  Dwi^t  Foster, 
EieUel  Gillwrt,  Nlcbola*  QibnaD,  Henry  Glens,  Ben. 
jamin  Goodhue,  Chaancey  Ooodrkdi,  Andrew  Gregg, 
Roger  Grlnrald,  WQllam  Bany  Qrova,  Geom  Han. 
ooSt,  Bobnt  Goodloa  Harper,  Thomas  Harder. 
Thomas  Hendenoo,  James  HiDbonse,  VaUam  H 
man,  Aaron  Ekdidl,  ioiai  WUkes  Kitt«ra,  € 
Leonard,  Samuel  Lyman,  Franeie  Malbone,  FV* 
'   Uohlenbarg,  Wsk.  Vans  Umray,  John  Read,  Joha 

cliaTd*,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Samoal  Ktanava^ 
Jeremiah  Smith,  Natbanisl  Smith,  leaao  Smith, 


Tracy,  John  £.  Van  AUm,  Philip  Van  Cortland^ 
Peleg  Wadiworth,  and  John  WlUiams. 

Nats. — Abraham  Baldwin,  David  Baid,  Lemnd 
Benton,  Thconae  Blonnt,  Richard  Brent,  NaUiaa 
Biyan,  Dempsey  Bo^a,  Samoel  J.  Cabell,  Thomas 
Claibo-ne,  John  ac^ton,  Inao  Coles,  Hemy  Dear- 
born, Samnel  Earle,  Jesse  Franklin,  Albeit  GallaCn, 
Williaa  B.  GUsi,  James  GiUe^  Chrialoidiel  Gnen- 
np,  Wade  Hampton,  Cartar  B.  Harrison,  Joim  Ha- 
tbotB,  JonaOan  N.  Baveu^  John  Heath,  Danial 
Helsia',  Jamea  HoUbikI,  Gamre  Jackson,  Edward 
UviogsloiL  Uatthew  Lock^  William  Lyman,  Sanmd 
Maclay,  NaAanid  Macon,  James  Madison,  JtJm 
Hllledm,  Andrew  Hooia,  Anthony  Neir,  John  Nich- 
olas, !dsXander  D.  Orr,  John  Page,  Jo^ah  FaAer, 
Frands  PrMton,  Rcbwt  Rndnrfoid,  twaal  Smith, 
Themss  Sprigg,  Jt^  Swanwlck,  Absalom  Tatmn, 
Joisph  B  Vanram,  Abtafaan  Vanabls,  and  Mebard 
Wbm. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  or  WHs  be  hronght  in, 

Cnant  to  the  eaid  reeolntioD,  and  that  Ur. 
.Boiin,  Ur.  Bedowice,  and  Ur.  Qau^tiv,. 
do  prepare  and  bring  la  thoar~~ 


.Coo^^lc 


[BKiFTnn^TioK. 

For dedaringfhe Treaty higblyot^ectiMuble  48 

Anunst  this  decUratioD       ...         48 
Xlie  Sfkaksb  decided  in  the  negstiTe. 

lor  declaring  the  Treaty  objeclionable  4S 

Against  the  deolaradon ;  Bome  becMue  they 
did  nut  couMder  it  ol>jectionable ;  othen 
because  they  feared  Disking  the  declaration 
would  be  injurious,  and  others  because, 
ao  opposed  to  the  Treaty,  as  to  object  to 
all  compromise        ....  49 

The  Spbaxkb  decided  ia  the  negatiTe. 

For  cairying  into  effeot  the  Treaty ;  some 
because  a  good  one,  others  because  best 
to  execDte  it  nnder  existing  oircmnstanoes  SI 

AeaiDBt  carrying  it  into  effect,  becaose  bad 
in  itsolf;  and    ootvithBtandaog    existing 

circDmsUmoM 48 

Absent  on  this  qneedon — UeesrsL  SHPairma 

and  FsKEMAM,  on  leave ;  Hr.  Dutall,  resided ; 

ICr.  P1.ITOK,  by  illnees :  Ur.  Findlax,  aooident- 

•Uy.]' 


ADJ  ralHfliutTiMtlaii  on  thtm  houL  A.  muB  of  BxpeSltuej^ 
tad  srt  tbe  ISfM  <f  oU]«Ul«.  csnIM  Ik*  TOto ;  sad  or- 
ttfolyth*  iBdBOWWot*  bi  W  Ot  Tnatr  itul  n»  mj 
■cbL  IlHiksn  nsHtbtBisp  thai; 'UOHgnMnfM*! 
tapwfcm  tbaTna^ui  thajMrtartlH  UaltadBtala,m 
MpplliMS  M  tt«  pan  «f  OiHt  BilUlB  onM  dM  ba  «i- 
pMttd.  Tha  paati  on  Um  gift  Iikai  wsnld  •tUl  ba  oeaaplad 
bj  Britlili  §■"<■>>■<  '■  >w  MtnpanHtign  vonld  b«  nuda  fcr 
A&lu1auTU*dttU*gallTaq>tuad:  tba  boatjla  dlqiaalllaia 
irUA  had  baaa  aidtad,  woold  ba  fartwad  wllli  lusnuad 
Hpsntton:  sad  tlwt  tk*M  dIvoaHlMg  mart  lalUllbt;  laU 
to  var,  WM  ImpUdtl^  baUarad."  Tha  unout  to  ba  if>pn>- 
prtstod  na  OBlr  m^tM,  ■  mis  anHralj  iiuIcaUlaitt, 
naif  to  ba  MSMstod  «a  Meaait  of  tba  priadpla  Hi  appn- 
prtrtlnii  would  laTnlrBk  Tat  tha  lailgiitflisnaa  ofttai 
and  with  all  tba  IndBeamaati  to  Ist  tba  Tnatr  itand,  and 
oadar  mah  a  Praaldaat  ai  Wadilngtan,  baralj  BTed  1 
dadaatr  aojMloDa  wis  tba  DeDwontlo  partj  of  that  day  of 
tba  Tights  of  CoDgnaa,  and  ao  datamttaad  waa  tba  ffovaa  to 
ntBilB  Buitar  of  tha  pabllo  fan*.  Nlnatj  tboiaaii 
laia  waa  aU  tha  manef  at  atake;  bat  what  baa  alnee 
aacnf  An  ExacntiTa  offering  fifty  mlllloulbr  a  tiip  of  tar- 
tiUitj  I  and  one  hnndrHl  mllUasa,  and  aftarwarda  tw< 
died,  for  in  liland  t  Astullj  nagotlaUnc  a  TfMtr  of  twantj 
ntUloDa,  wUcb  tba  Saaalo  ndooed  to  tenl  and  aU,  not  only 
withoitl  tha  taactlon,  bnt  wlthont  Uie  kaowladga  of  tb*  Li 
laUtlTapawar,  To  admit  thU  ConfraM  would  be  boud  to  , 
Bpptopriata  neb  luma  Lf  tha  offara  had  rtpanad  Into  Traatj 
■tlpnUtlotit,  WDold  ba  to  admit  that  tba  PrHldaat,  Baiata, 
and  a  Ibralgn  potantata  wen  maaten  gf  tba  appTopriaUng 
'     '  «,  of  Iha  tailDf  and  bomwlig  powar, 


FnuT,  Hat  S.  | 

Admimuimf  Teiutemet. 

The  House  resolved  itsdfinto  aCranmitntf  ! 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  eamndtueii ' 
whom  was  referred  the  Ife^age  of  the  Pii» 
QKitT,  relative  to  the  Territory  of  tbe  rmal 
States  south  of  the  river  Ohio, 

Ur.  RcTHXSFOBDhi^wd  the  cconiiiittKTia)! 
.jncor  in  the  report.  He  had  no  idacf  e» 
flning  that  Territory  to  the  strict  Ic^  tat.  ft 
did  not  wish  to  esvil  with  thb  brave,  pamm 
oetmle.  He  wonld  have  them  taken  oil  4 
leamng-stringa,  as  they  were  now  able  to  tad 
alone ;  it  waa  time  to  take  them  by  th«  ba^ ' 
and  to  say,  we  are  ^ad  to  see  yon,  rtud  la 
your  own  feet  We  ^oold  notj  be  ssid,  be  M 
nice  about  their  tmroing  out  then  toea,  v  od* 
trifles;  tfaey  wiH  soon  niarch  tastitf  iki( 
They  had  complied  with  evuy  reqnisile  firks 
oomisg  a  State  of  the  XJukta — the^  wiibcd  > 
form  an  additional  star  in  the  politicsL  bsri- 
sphere  of  the  United  St«tes— tfaey  hsrtendd 
a  State  Government,  and  wish  to  come  iiUdi 
Union,  and  to  resist  their  dwm  would  be » 
of  cbttracter.    He  hoped  it  would  be  mtd  II 

Hr.  Dattok  said,  he  disapi»oved  <x  the » 
port  o^  the  committee,  and  of  the  tcm  ■ 
which  the  resolndon  diey  had  reoMmvU 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Hoose  was  eirnwl 
He  conld  never  give  hie  aascnt  to  aoj  Wf* 
tionwhii^  exprMslyoT  even  impliedly  ainsiil 
that  the  people  inhabiting  nther  of  the  Tefr 
tories  of  the  United  8tAt«s  could,  at  thwM* 
mere  will  and  pleasure,  and  witbont  tiie^ 
clared  consent  m  Congreeo,  erect  themsekfi  >■ 
a  e^Hvate  and  independent  Stale.  Ta  ita 
seemed  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  report  natee* 
sLderation,  and  what  waa  s'"  ''      ' 


iiC* 


grees  even  to  deliberate  whether  they^MsUtt' 
ootne  a  member  of  the  Union.  He  *M  bj  M 
meaofl  deeiroos  of  opposing  the  triaha  <i  w 
valuable  and  enterprising  people  who  mbl" 
the  Sonth-westem  Territory,  nor  of  Dnwe*- 
rily  impeding  the  efforts  they  were  nuKng  * 
throw  off  the  Territorial  jurisdiction,  icd  • 
tablish  a  system  of  Oovemment  to  tk«t^*Vi 
bnt  being  aware  that  the  stms  now  dost  lot* 
taken  would  be  regnded  ud  porned  i"'"^ 
as  a  precedent,  he  oonodved  it  inpcraat  I* 


they  sbonld,  in  tins  first  ins 


>r  all  tl 


Krcn  a  diaoraUoiar]'  pevet  oiat  the  appnprlallan,  aflat 
tba  Traaty  haa  baan  made,  la  bnt  a  dl^t  dekiaa  br  tba 
ttaaiiuy,  there  being  alwaya  Id  Congnaa,  u  in  all  pabUo 
badlaa,  bmh  to  yield  la  cJwmaataiieaa,  gaad  aaay  maa  la 
ba  pannadad ;  timid  man  to  ba  aoarad ;  Tanal  man  to  ba 
ptDRbaaad.  Andoatoftbcaeataaaea  enough  are  nanaUyftmnd 
to  tua  tha  acal^  wbea upright  man  dltlda  npon  slaiga 


u.D, 1 1  of  the  sort  ^ 

had  preMubsd  Itadf,  proceed  oirraiiisMl'j'"| 
rightly.  He  was  willing  to  ps«  a  1**  i^  .** 
present  seasion  which  shonld  at  the  asm*  do* 
{wovide  for  erecting  and  forming  them  inH  * 
State,  and  for  admitting  them  as  such  kU  i* 
Umon.  They  shonld  thereby  effectnsUj  p>- 
mote  the  -riews  of  the  people  of  Tennow  "' 
mode  which,  by  avoiding  the  riol»Booa<J 
just  political  principle,  wonld  enliralj  w*** 


maanin.  Tha  oijy  iafc  way  h  aattf  Li]fW'*T 
band,  M  pneltaed  by  Waabli«tai  In  Oa  hHtpM'" 
AdmlnUtnUon,  uid  by  UiaFTad(lenla<id«*b«M^ 


D15BATE8  OP  CONGBESS. 

Adaittiai  of  Tamatet. 


Mat,   ITSe.] 

and  render  consistent  the  interest  of  that  district 
of  conntry  and  of  the  eeveral  United  Stateg. 

Ur.  D.  acknowledged  that  he  shoald  have 
been  ranch  better  BatisBed  if  he  had  found  all 
tlie  people  comprehended  within  the  Territorial 
line  petitioning  for  this  measure,  and  if  he 
bad  seen  ingraAed  in  their  connitndon  the 
.  oonditiona  and  restrictions  contained  in  the 
'  ordinance  npon  which  the]' fonnd  the  right  they 
were  claiming;  but  he  knew  that  unanimity 
.  was  io  no  instance  to  be  esgect«d  amongst  a 
people  M  nnmerooB  and  scattered ;  and  he  was 
ooDvinc«d  that  tbey  were  bonnd  by  the  con- 
ditions and  limitations  he  sllnded  to,  without  an 
acknowledgment  and  repetition  of  them  in  their 
Dew  charter. 

ifr.  Dbabboss  said,  as  to  the  censas  relative 
to  representation,  it  appeared  donbtfiil,  that,  be- 
came that  Territotyhad  cow  66,000  inhabitants, 
'  they  were  entitled  to  two  Repreeentatives,  as 
'  the  other  States  of  the  Union  were  represented 
'  according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  they 
contained  in  the  year  17B0.  It  might  be  doubt- 
Ad  whether  they  should  be  entitled  to  an  advan- 
'  tage  which  was  not  allowed  to  other  Statea.    It 
had  been  his  opinion  (and  he  saw  no  reasons  to 
change)  that  if  this  Territory  was  admitted  1n- 
'   to  the  Union,  it  was  not  entitled  to  more  than  one 
'   Bepresentative ;  and  therefore  it  was  notnecca- 
'   aary  to  make  another  census.    As  to  paadng  a 
I    previous  law  recognizing  the  Territory  as  a 
'-    State  before  It  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  be 
did  not  think  it  necessary.    They  say  thev  are 
'    now  a  State,  and  surely  Oongrees  would  not 
aay  to  them,  Yon  shall  not  be  a  State,  or  dictate 
to  them  what  sort  of  a  constitution  they  shall 
have,  provided  it  be  a  Republican.      The  me- 
thod taken  for  ascertaining  their  number  of  in- 
habitants, he  thought,  conld  not  be  oly'ected  to. 
He  saw  no  reason  to  prevent  them  from  acoept- 
ing  the  Territory  as  a  State  of  the  Union : 
what  nnmber  of  Representatives  they  wi 
titled  to,  would  turn  npon  another  point. 

Hr.  BLotmr  sud  the  House  should  have  de- 
termined npon  this  question  long  since,  as  the 
Eivenunent  of  Tennessee  had  a  month  ago  gone 
to  operation.  The  people  there  had  chosen 
not  only  their  State  officers,  bnt  their  Sena- 
tors, and  perhaps  their  Representatives,  tc 
come  to  Congress.  The  Governor  had,  from 
time  to  time,  informed  the  PoBainEST  oi  the 
Unrrm  Statm  of  every  step  taken  towards  the 
proposed  change  of  government.  In  July,  he 
sent  him  a  copy  of  the  law  directing  the  cenen 
to  be  taken;  in  November,  when  the  oensn 
WIS  completed,  he  sent  him  a  copy  of  it,  and  a 
copy  of  Ms  Proclamation  requiring  the  people  to 
elect  members  of  Convention  for  the  pnrpose  of 
fonning  a  constitntion  and  State  Government ; 
and  on  the  19th  of  Febmary  he  sent  him  a  copv 
of  the  constitution,  with  notice  that  on  the  S8tn 
of  VarcK,  when  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Tenneeee  would  meet  to  act  on  the 
constitntion,  the  temporary  government  would 
oMse;  and  this  last  information  was,  to  his 
knowledge,  received  on  the  88th  of  Fetenaiy— 


[H.  o 


forty  days  before  it  was  communicated  by  the 
Pbe8u>rnt  to  Congress,  and  eleven  days  anerit 
must  have  been  ^own  Io  the  Secretary  ^ 

State,  if  not  to  the  Fuxsidbnt,  that  the  B(ti» 
Government  had  gone  into  operation. 

IVhat  wonid  be  the  consequence,  sud  Mr.  B, 
of  reftidng  at  this  time,  and  under  these  circum- 
stances, to  receive  this  State  into  the  Uniout 
Did  gentlemen  wish  to  re-eatablisli  a  temporary 
Territorial  Government  there  t  If  they  did,  ha 
believed  their  wish  would  not  easily  be  accom- 
plighed  ;  for  the  people  there  believed,  that  in 
changing  their  government,  they  only  eiertus- 
ed  a  right  which  had  been  secured  to  them  by 
a  sacred  compact;  and  under  that  belief,  tbey 
will  be  disposed  to  defend  it.  That  right  wa^ 
in  his  opinion,  recognised  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  when  Mr.  Whitb  waa 
Mrmitted  to  take  his  seat  In  that  House  as  the 
Representative  of  the  Territory ;  and  from  that 
circumstance  they  had  reason  to  expect  that 
67,000  inhabitants  wonId  have  entitled  them, 
without  Bcmple,  to  be  a  member  of  tbe  Union. 
If  the  census  waa  not  a  jost  one,  or  if  there  had 
been  any  fraud  oaed  in  taking  it,  an  impeooh- 
ment  would  lie  against  the  Governor,  who^ 
upon  his  responsibility  as  an  officer  of  the 
United  States,  sanctioned  the  law  tor  taking  it, 
and  acted  under  it  after  it  waa  taken. 
Mr.  W.  Ltkui  said  the  sutject  presented  it- 
If  in  two  points  of  view — as  it  related  to  the 
Territory  being  admitted  as  a  State  into  the 
Union,  or  as  giving  them  a  right  to  send  mon- 
bers  to  Congreea.  In  bis  opinion,  according  to 
the  ordinance  of  Congress,  they  had  a  olear 
right  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Union ; 
for  it  was  there  sdd,  that  when  they  had  60,000 
inhabitants,  they  should  be  entitled.  No  mode 
is  pointed  out  how  it  shall  be  ascertained ;  bnt 
the  Governor  being  expressly  mentioned  in  tbe 
case  where  5,000  Inhabitants  were  to  entitle 
them  to  a  temporary  Government,  he  thonght 
there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  same  way  was 
to  be  observed  with  respect  to  their  qualifica- 
tion forbecoming  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union, 
This  fact,  he  said,  oame  fully  asoert^ed,  and 
being  so,  there  conld  be  no  doubt  the  right  waa 
dear.  It  was  a  rigbt,  indeed,  which  they  could 
not  deny,  and,  aa  a  matter  of  expediency,  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  <^pOBe  it  He  aaw  no  rea- 
son why  they  should  coll  in  question  the  pro- 
ceedings or  the  purity  of  the  government  of 
that  Territory,  so  as  to  doubt  tbeir  return. 

Mr.  Dattok  said  that  he  preferred  tbe  forma- 
tion of  the  South-western  Territory  into  OM 
Stabs,  to  a  diviuon  of  it  into  two,  and  he  there- 
fore did  not  agree  with  those  gentlemen  who 
had  advocated  the  latter  idea.  The  people  had 
requested  to  he  united  into  one  State,  and  be 
was  for  complying  with  their  request,  and  fur 
taking  them  at  their  word,  rather  than  by  sub- 
dividing  to  give  them  a  doable  r^reeentation 
in  the  Senate, 

Ur.  Sbiwwux  ooncnrred  in  opimon  with  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Dattox); 
and  if  any  gentleman  ondentood  him  to  mj 


be  admitted  into  the  TJnion,  it  miut  have  been 
•a  error,  for  he  had  no  buoIi  desire.  Bat  be 
was  Btill  permaded  tbot  it  wu  never  intended 
that  that  Territorj  Bhoold  here  the  power  at 
■ettling  the  way  bj  which  tltey  were  to  become 
one  of  the  independent  States. 

What  had  been  aaid  bj  a  gentleman  from 
Tircinia  (Hr.  Ualubon)  of  their  being  in  a  de- 
graded eitoation,  beoaose  controlled  hy  laws 
which  were  noade  bv  persons  independent  of 
them,  woold  not  only  apply  to  60,000,  but  to 
aU  persons.  The  qoeslion  was  whether  they 
were  in  a  utnation  in  which  they  could  claim 
to  be  a  Btatet  If  they  were,  they  ought  to  be 
admitted ;  if  not,  they  ought  not  to  be  admitted. 
If  the  idea  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
was  adopted,  they  might  be  admitted  at  an 
early  period.  He  had  no  idea  of  chargiiu;  Gov- 
ernor Blount  with  improper  conduct :  he  was 
entitled  to  his  renwct.  If  it  was  intended  that 
Uiese  people  Hhonld  decide  upon  their  own  sitn- 
alion,  they  ought  to  do  it  in  the  way  observed 
Im  caws  directed  by  tbe  oonstitntion.  Ur.  S. 
proposed  two  resolntjons — one  for  laying  out 
tamtory  into  a  Stato  or  Statee,  and  another 
fbr  directing  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  to  be 
taken. 

It  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  the  way  in 
which  the  anbject  sboold  be  contri^ieredi  they 
should  determine  whether  tbe  Territory  should 
be  in  one  or  two  States,  and  before  Bepresenta- 
tives  were  sent  to  Congress,  a  censiu  wonld  be 
taken  by  aothority  of  Conereee.  Words  could 
not,  be  thonght,  have  rendered  more  explicit 
the  intention  of  the  oontraotiog  parties  than  the 
words  of  the  oompact;  and  all  this  might  be 
done  in  time  for  Bepresentatlves  to  be  sent  to 
tbe  next  »esuon  of  Congrees. 

Ur.  Maooit  said  the  chief  differences  in  the 
ojnnions  of  gentlemen  arose  opon  a  subject 
which  was  not  before  tbe  committee,  viz:  the 
number  of  Repreeentativee  to  which  this  new 
State  was  entitled  in  that  House.  Ttie  question 
before  the  committee  was  on  admitting  the  Ter- 
ritory to  be  a  State  of  the  nuion.  There  ap- 
peared to  him  only  two  things  as  necessary  to 
be  inqnired  ■  into :  First,  Was  the  new  Govern- 
ment Republican)  It  appeared  to  him  to  be 
so.  And,  »eoondl;r.  Were  there  60,000  inbabi- 
tants  in  the  Territory!  It  appeared  to  him 
there  were;  and,  if  so,  their  admission  as  a 
State  ihonld  not  be  considered  as  a  gift,  but  as 
a  right.  Their  temporary  government  (by 
whose  authority  the  late  census  was  taken)  had 
not  only  a  Governor  appointed  by  the  Eiecntive 
of  the  General  Government,  bnt  also  a  Legisla- 
tive Council.  To  admit  tbis  Territory  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  appeared  to  him  as  a 
matter  of  course.  It  also  seoned  as  If  tbe  Ei- 
eentive  was  of  that  opinion.  The  PusmaKT, 
having  been  doly  inibnned  fWim  time  to  time 
with  the  procee£ngs  of  that  Territory  towards 
being  admitted  intotheUnioD,ifhebad  thonght 
they  bad  been  doing  wrong,  he  wonld  have  set 
them  right    It  was  also  hia  opinion,  that  if 


taken,  it  wonld  have  heax  don«  ezactlr  nAt 
way  Uie  present  had  been  taken.  He  tkqk 
the  enhject  of  navicatioa  was  settled  by  it 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States-,  tMniai 
in  that  oonntrv  wonld  be  Mttder  the  suie  np- 
1ati(»is  with  all  other  wat^  in  the  UniaB,  la 
did  he  think  there  was  any  thing  in  the  Cmsk 
tution  of  Tenneeeee  which  had  a  oontrvrto- 
dency.  It  appeared  dearly  to  him  that  r^ 
thing  had  been  Curly  done,  and  that  thi^Ui 
right  to  olaim  an  admisvon  as  a  monba  <i  it 
Union. 

Hr.  Bau>wis  said,  had  he  bdowed  to  it 
Territorj  Bonth  of  the  Ohio,  he  ■hoold  \fiMi] 
have  been  for  pnraning  a  different  mode  attm- 
dncting  this  business,  from  that  which  it  etat 
they  have  thonght  proper  to  adopt.  H«  Anli 
have  thonght  it  deniable,  a  year  or  tre  ip,  ■ 
have  obtained  from  Congress  an  act  pouilii 
oat  the  mode  of  taking  the  cenena,  aod  mw 
laining  tho  eveuts  Ml  which  they  were  latilU 
to  become  a  6t*t*.  He  said  Onignss  ouk 
also,  of  thdr  own  accord,  to  hare  takoiifiM 
subject,  and  made  those  proviatma,  th«i(i  "* 
requested  by  the  Territory ;  and  it  had  tliqi 
been  with  enrpiise  he  had  observed  thil  dt 
first  act  for  forming  that  Traritory  did  irt  w- 
tun  those  provisions.  He  tbooglit,  ss  to  ik 
principle  in  this  case  there  conld  be  so  4>iit 
Whenever  tbe  event  happened  of  thor  inipl 
80,000  inhabitants,  as  pointed  out  by  1»«,  4* 
right  to  bea  Bute  took  place.  Itwuio*' 
pend  entirely  on  that  oontingencj ;  via  tb* 
was  proved'to  have  taken  place,  ^y  conldMt 
bedebarred.  There  having  been  no  niodep- 
vionsly  pointed  out  fbr  ascertainiif  tbiiK 
only  makes  it  more  difficnlt  for  th«  Tanwj 
and  for  Congrees  to  be  gatii6ed  of  the  £kI  a 
their  actoally  having  eo  many  inlisUtsoti  I* 
doea  not  affect  their  right.  He  thoi^t  it  W 
for  the  House  to  proceed  to  examine  thek  «* 
sus  and  the  evidence  which  they  had  tiim(B 
proper  to  collect  and  bring  forward  in tbarwra 
way.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that,  for  bM* 
be  should  examine  it  more  scmpalon^j  dun  >> 
should  have  done,  had  it  been  taken  natej 
law  of  Congress.  Bnt  he  had  not  niM«^ 
many  objections  had  yet  heea  made  lo  it  ^ 
haps,  on  further  examination,  it  wiD  to  »*■ 
fully  satisfactory ;  if  so,  they  must  be  sdraW 
to  be  a  State  as  a  matter  of  right  ITMriwC 
have  w^tod  longer,  and  attempted  to  tsn 
formed  two  Statee ;  they  have  jusde  ^^^ 
tion  of  the  other  alternative.  He  tbongal » 
wise  for  Congress  to  avail  itself  of  tlus  off** 
nity  of  holding  them  to  what  they  l»«  ii«»i 
and  thus  prevent  future  clifflonltiH  sod  iM* 
derstandings.  ,  ,    . 

Mr.  W.  SicTH  said  he  was  glad  to&idiJ»* 
servations  which  he  made  fJ*'*'^^^J? 
measure  sanctioned  to-day.  He  tben  ''^J'^ 
lated  his  leading  arguments.  ^^^'^^JZ 
terday  by  a  gentleman  from  Virgini»i  (jp-  rzi 
iBOB,)  that  whilst  the  people  oi  tbe  TemJ^ 
remained  in  then-  colonial  atuatioii,  m  "" 


oyGoot^lc 


DBBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


Bfa-y.    ITW.] 


[H.  OP  K 


in  a  state  (rfdegndation;  bat,  be  w(ralduk,Bt 
^'bosn  request  thej  became  aot  Look  at  tbeir 
reqaeat  in  the  year  1790,  u  eipraaed  in  tbe 
ocHsion  aot.  And  jet,  In  the  coarae  of  a  few 
yearv,  -withont  oofualtitig  CongreiB,  in  oonee- 
qnence  of  a  oeoBiis  takeo  bj  their  own  anthori- 
ty,  they  proceed  tn  erect  tfaeniselvea  into  a  State, 
create  a  new  goTernment,  and  olafm  to  be  ad* 
mftted  into  tbe  TJnioD  as  matter  of  right.  Under 
tbrir  ftmner  goremment  thdr  member  waa 
admitt«d  to  that  House;  yet,  wbDat  he  bolde 
his  seat  nnder  that  jraremment,  they  have  ap- 
pointed otiier  membws  to  repreeent  them  nnder 
tb^r  new  GbremmenL  The  most  regnlar  way 
^oold  DertaJDly  hare  been  to  have  traoMnittea 
th«r  request  to  Oongresa  to  be  framed  into  a 
State.  Congrcm  womd  then  have  paned  a  law 
Ibr  taking  a  eenaiu,  have  fixed  when  the  Terri- 
torial system  shonld  oease  and  the  State  6ot- 
emment  oommence. 

He  thoQ^t  the  hnrineea  waa  of  considerable 
acnueqnenee,  and  he  was  eorry  it  vai  talcen  up 
in  M>  thin  a  Honae.  Tikere  would  certainly  ariae 
in  a  few  years  other  new  States  tn  the  Weeteni 
eontitrx  yet  uninhabited,  which  mif^t  oooaaion 
oonMderable  diSonlties.  They  m^t  miake  a 
oeasua  and  say  thev  had  60,000  inhabitants, 
whra  they  had  not  half  that  nnmber.  He  did 
not  wish  to  beep  tbe  iniiabitaots  of  the  Bonth- 
ireatam  Territory  out  of  the  Union,  bnt  he 
wished  them  to  be  admitted  in  a  oonstitntional 

Mr.  GALi.i.Tiir  was  of  opinion  that  the  people 
of  theSonth-weatem  Territory  became  tfti>/a«<0 
a  Btate  the  moment  they  amonnted  to  00,000 
free  inhabitants,  and  that  it  became  the  duty  of 
Congress,  as  part  of  the  original  oompact,  to 
recofcnize  them  as  snoh,  and  to  admit  them  into 
tlie  Union,  whenever  they  had  satia&ctory 
proof  of  the  fiut 

It  was  olijeated  that,  previons  to  the  proof 
of  that  fact  being  ^ven^  it  waa  neceasary  that 
Oongresa  should  bare  laid  ont  snd  fbrmed  that 
Temtory  into  one  or  more  States,  and  that  the 
proof  of  their  nnmber  should  liave  been  given 
under  direction  and  by  order  of  Otngress,  the 
people  not  being  competent  to  pve  Uie  proof 
themselves. 

Both  those  otjections  suppose  a  oonatmction 
<rf  tbe  original  oompact  between  the  people  of 
that  Territory  and  Uie  United  States,  (of  the  act 
of  oeamon  of  North  Carolina,  snd  of  the  ordi- 
nsnoe  of  Congress  of  1 787,)  wtuch  wss  insdmis- 
sible;  for  it  rendered  that  compact  binding 
upon  (Hie  psrty  snd  not  upon  the  other.  It  is 
■opposed  that  that  ordinanoe,  whose  object  it 
was  to  cfltaUidi  the  principles  of  a  free  govern- 
ment, and  to  aseert^n  a  oertsinty  of  admission 
into  the  Union,  hsd  declared  that  the  time  when 
those  people  were  to  enjoy  that  government, 
snd  were  to  be  aJdmltted  as  a  member  of  tbe 
Union,  depended  nut  on  tbe  contingency  of  their 
having  80,000  free  inhabitants,  hut  on  certiun 
previous  sets  of  CongrcM — in  other  words,  on 
ttie  sole  will  of  Congress.  Either  you  must  ao- 
knowledge  that  thwt  admission  depends  solely 


by  the  gentleman 
the  only  meaning  that 
3n  to  the  words,  "  lay 
or  more  States,"  was, 

'    the  boundaries 


on  the  condition  of  tbe  compact  being  {talflUed, 
to  wit:  their  having  the  nDmber  required ;  or 
you  declare  that  it  rests  npon  another  act,  which 
maybe  done  or  reftised  by  the  other  party; 
that  0(Higres8  have  the  power,  by  neglecting  to 
lay  them  ont  into  one  or  more  States,  or  bv  re- 
fbdng  to  pass  a  law  to  take  a  census,  to  keep 
them  for  ever  in  their  colonial  state.  Kor  did 
the  strictest  interpretation  of  that  contract  jns 
tify  the  construction  •  •  ■■ 
tWnn  South  Carolina; 
could  consistently  be 
ont  and  form  into  o 

that  Congress  had  power  _. 

of  the  Territory  or  Territories  that  were  to  be- 
come a  Stat«  or  States.  They  oonld  have  d»- 
dsred  that  that  Territory  should  be  one  or  two 
States ;  bnt  if  they  hod  neglected  to  do  it,  their 
omJsuon  could  not  be  plead  sgainst  the  inhsbi< 
tants  cf  Tennessee.  The  power  ^ven  by  thst 
olsnse  to  Coi^ress  wss  merely  to  fix  bomtdaries, 
and  to  choose  whether  there  sfaonld  be  more 
than  one  State ;  bnt  if  they  hsd  not  made  use  of 
that  power,  there  mnst  be  one  State,  and  Its 
boundaries  were  fixed  by  the  aot  of  cession,  so 
that  nothing  remained  now  fbr  Congress  to 
operate  npon. 

Mr.  Bloust  uii,  there  was  on  ahsolnte  n»- 
oeedty  for  the  oianse  which  the  gentlemsh  last 
np  oMected  to.  Persons  were  daily  coming  to 
that  Territory  in  great  nnmbers.  If  the  cennis 
had  been  reqnired  to  be  taken  in  one  day  all 
the  people  who  had  come  into  the  Territory, 
with  the  intention  to  rerido  permanently  there, 
.couM  by  no  means  have  been  nomliered.  It 
was  not  intended  to  give  the  officers  power  to 
take  persons  in  more  places  than  one,  nor  did 
e  it  had  been  done.  He  nndertook  to 
explain  yestorday  the  reason  why  so  long  a 
time  was  given,  bnt  he  seemed  not  to  have 
been  undentood,  which  was,  the  difficulties  at- 
-  nding  the  psaesge  of  tbe  wilderness. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (III. 
Sum)  bad  said,  that  his  argnments  of  yester- 
day  had  been  to^y  admitted.  If  the  gentle- 
man had  supposed  that  he  had  admitted  them, 
he  waa  mistuea.  That  he  might  not  continue 
under  the  mistake,  he  would  inform  him,  that 
what  he  had  called  arguments,  were,  in  hia 
opinion,  mere  quibbles,  each  as  ooold  only  hav« 
been  expected  from  a  County  Court  lawyer,  at 
the  bar  of  a  County  Court. 

Mr.  CoiT  sud,  thst  ss  he  had  not  heard  it 
suggested  fhim  any  quarter  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  divide  the  Territory  into  two 
States,  he  did  not  think  it  important  to  inquire 
Into  the  powers  of  Congren  in  that  respect.  It 
is  declared  by  the  ordinance  for  the  government 
of  the  Temtory,  that  when  there  should  be 
sixty  thousand  inhabitants  in  any  one  of  the 
States  there  they  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  If,  then,  it  is  not  in  contemplation  to 
divide  the  Territory  Into  two  States,  be  con- 
sidered that  the  right  to  be  admitted  was  cmh- 
plete  as  soon  as  there  was  the  requisite  number 
within  the  whole  Territory.    But  it  i^peand 
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to  bim,  that  on  exuuioiug  the  ceoeus  and  the 
Uw  nnder  which  it  was  taken,  thej  could  not 
be  ooQaidered  aa  ftiniiahing  proof  that  there  wm 
that  Domber  there.  He  dia  not  prel^id  to  saj 
that  IMJ  fr&ad  had  been  committed  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  Uw,  but  the  law  itself  was  wholly 
defective.  The  same  man  might  have  been 
counted  in  Mveral  oonntiee,  naj,  in  every  coun- 
ty in  the  Territory,  and  that  without  any  fraud, 
bnt  in  atriot  compliance  with  the  Isir;  two 
months  having  l>een  allowed  for  taking  the 
enumeration,  and  it  beiug  enjoined  on  the 
aheriflb  of  the  several  coootiea  to  include  in 
thur  enumeratiou  all  persons  within  their  re- 
spective districts  within  that  period, 

Tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Ifr. 
Blount)  seemed  to  imagine  that  it  would  have 
been  impracticable  to  nave  followed  a  mode 
similar  to  the  one  pointed  ont  in  the  enumera- 
tion law  of  the  United  States,  bnt  he  could  not 
Bee  the  reason.  [He  read  the  law.] 

III.  SiTeaBATKs  aaid,  he  felt  every  disposition 
&vorable  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
the  BoDth-western  Territory,  and  for  a  reason 
which  had  been  given,  viz:  that,  as  thej  were 
onr  fcUow-citizena,  it  was  deorable  they  should 
equally  participate  with  ns  in  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  General  Oovemment,  and  saffer 
no  longer  than  was  necessary  the  comparative 
humiliation  of  a  Colonial  or  Territorial  admin- 


istration; but,  from  obvions  cMisiderations,  he 
thought  it  highly  important  that  they  should  be 
admitted  to  ue  enjoyment  of  these  advantages 
only  in  conformity  with  the  promise  made  to 
them,  and  on  the  terms  of  the  compact  entered 
into  jointly  by  the  United  States  and  b;  them. 
Two  coQstmcdons  of  this  compact  had  been 
oontended  for  j  one^  tliat  so  soon  as  rizty  thou- 
sand free  inhabitants  should  be  collected  with- 
in the  Territory,  they  should  be  entitled  to  a 
place  in  the  Union,  as  an  independent  State; 
the  other,  that  Congress  should  first  lay  otT  the 
Territory  into  one  or  more  States,  according  t^ 
a  Just  discretion,  defining  the  same  by  bonnds 
and  limits;   and   that   tbe   admissitni  of  such 


ber  of  free  inhabitants  mentioned;  that  is,  that 
tbe  sizt;  thousand  Inhahitaats  could  not  dum 
admisai<Hi  into  the  Union,  nnleas  their  number 
wu  comprised  within  a  State  whose  Territorial 
limits  had  been  previously  ascertained  by  ai 
of  the  United  States.  He  inclined  to  this  latter 
oonstmction,  because  it  was  conformable  to  the 
letter,  and,  as  he  understood  It,  to  the  spirit  of 
the  iDBtrnment.  By  tbe  act  of  cession  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  accepted  by  Googrega, 
it  is  provided  that  the  ceded  territory  shouid  be 
laid  off  into  one  or  more  Stales,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  should  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory northwest  of  the  Ohio,  by  tbe  ordinance 
of  1T&7.  The  extent  of  their  privileges,  tbere- 
fbre,  is  to  he  determined  by  this  ordioanoe, 
which  may  l>e  called  their  charter.  Tbey  have 
no  other  or  greater  privileges  than  tiio  inhabit- 


ants of  the  Korth-weaCem  Territory ;  ui  am 

not  be  pretended  that  these  would  beenoiMi 
admission  into  the  Union  aa  oaeSlatc,B)KiiM 
their  whole  uomber  shall  amount  to  a^  tW 
sand,  because  the  ordinance  itself  divideiik 
country  into  three  separate  and  di^nct  Sua, 
each  of  which  must  contain  liixty  thotHudhi 
inhabitants  Irefore  it  can  claim  to  l»e  recani 
The  actual  circamstanc«e  and  silnatinD  c/ oi 
SoQth-western  Territory  evinced  tlie  raxuAt 
nesB  and  propriety  of  the  constrncliai:  ii  J 
compoeed  of  two  settlements,  the  EwUa  id 
tbe  Mere  districts,  separated  hota  ead  ^ 
by  the  Cumberland  Moontains  and  a  vildaiis 
<a  two  hundred  miles  in  width,  whicb  im  i 
ways  been  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  ud  it 
soil  and  jurisdiction  of  wbicb  have  bees  kU^ 
ceded  to  them  by  tbe  United  StaUa,  bj  Is 
Treaties ;  and  by  an  ezaminaticc  irf  tht  do* 
ments  ua  the  table  it  would  appear,  tlul  riA 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  Territoriil  Upit 
ture,  the  officers  who  took  the  oeiuoi  fu  B 
the  people  (ri*  the  Territory  the  qoeetioovhiiai 
theywtte  deeiroosof  admiBrioniiUotlieUtiK 
the  inhabitanta  of  Uie  yiteteira  or  Ikto  ^^ 
almost  uoiversally  answered  in  tbe  KpBO. 
He  would  not  undertake  pontively  U>  pnuaa 
on  tbe  inexpediency  of  forming  the  rWcw- 
tiT  into  one  Stale ;  but  nnder  the  dranuMW 
which  he  had  stated,  and  until  thejtlmiiiU 
satisfactorily  explained  to  his  mind,  it  Mf 
pear  to  him  that  the  interest  and  tb*  TJslwJ 
that  people  required  a  division  of  lbs  Ta^"!- 
It  lookea  somewhat  absurd  to  oouuot  ^j' 
one  permanent  Government,  people  *?•"* 
from  eadi  other  by  natural  t«TTJai|  i>!*^ 
tauoe  of  two  hondred  milea,  and  by  a  £n# 
juriadictitm,  Tbey  had  been  b^,  by  gaila* 
who  knew  tbe  fact,  that  during  tbe  ;««<■ 
Indian  hostility,  the  people  flniignt't  toB 
Mero  district  were  obliged  to  sti^  fn  cr  b 
weeks  at  the  eastNn  boui^ary  of  (be  wSdnn 
until  the;  coold  oollect  in  eoaifUUM'*  "*' 
vans  of  sofScient  number  and  fate»  to  jm  B 
safety ;  the  time  of  hoetJlity;  an  ^»b  ntn 
and  even  a  state  of  peftoe  withuduvii*" 
state  of  snch  tranqulUitj  ta  seoority  w  i»  p" 
elude  the  ueceasity  of  cantion  snd  yigiliw* 
the  frimtierB.  The  pe<^le  at  the  W«W»* 
trict  seem  sensible  of  the  inconreniffl*''* 
arraagement  so  unnatnral  as  the  om  PWP?* 
and  so  far  as  their  wishes  can  be  ceUMaii^ 
the  documents  before  the  owmnittee,  '^*' 
sire  as  yet  to  preserve  their  omattOli'*^* 
in  its  present  mode,  and  to  remiia  •"* 
Territorial  Govemmeot.  _.  ^ 

llr.  Uaooh  B^d,  he  Bboold  b«  a>  lavim'' 
agree  to  the  doctrine  of  the  |«1«»'^ 
New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Datton,)  ssbewssni™*' 
to  agree  to  hie.  As  to  the  peo(Je of  IWi^ 
ritory  attaching  themselves  to  aayiSi***"* 
he  should  not  have  tbou|Jit  it  ew^i^l^rl 
si^eeted.  There  was  no  "'*elta*»'^ 
their  going  over  to  any  other  BOvaMy'r 
there  was  of  any  other  State  dcu(  U*  ^ 
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Ur.  GALLiTW  said,  howthe  resolntion  on  the 
talkie,  or  the  doclrinehehftd  anerted,  supported 
tbe  idea  that  that  Territorj  woald  have  a  right 
to  Beparato  from  the  Union,  he  could  not  see, 
Bnd  be  should  be  glad  to  be  Informed,  Bo  tar 
from  it,  his  opinion  was  that  if  the;  were  a 
Stat^  thej  were  at  the  Mtne  time  a  member  of 
the  Union  ;  that  tbey  conid  not  exist  as  a  State 
-without  being  one  of  tlie  United  States.  The 
only  differenoe  of  opinion  was  whether  an  act 
of  Oongrem  was  neceaaai?  preTJooa  to  tbeir  be- 
ing recognized  as  moh;  and  if  anj  doctrine 
ooald  lead  to  the  oonclnsion  of  the  Spbakbb,  it 
-was  that  of  those  gentJemen  who  thought  that 
OoDgreaa  must  form  them  into  a  State,  Beveral 
months  before  the;  were  admitted  into  the 
"Dnion,  In  that  intermediary  ritoation,  whilst 
declared  a  State  and  not  one  of  the  United 
States,  they  might,  perhaps,  claim,  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  a  right  to  rt^ect  an  admission  in 
the  Union.  But  thoae  conseqoences  could  only 
flo'w  fVom  the  doctrine  he  was  combating;  the 
prinoiple  he  was  snf^rting  was  that  no  pre- 
vious act  was  necessaiT,  that  there  could  not  be 
two  acts  npon  the  subject ;  but  that  one  and  the 
■ame  aot  must  recognize  them  as  a  State  and 
admit  them  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Si/tcKT  hoped  the  original  reeolotton 
would  not  be  r^ected  fbr  the  sske  of  ttte  gen- 
tienian  from  New  Jersey.  He  did  not  wish  to 
give  up  the  right  to  which  these  people  were 
entitled ;  thoogh  perhaps  the  law  might  not 
pass  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Basfwx  ol^eoted  to  the  mention  of  the 
Seoate,  aa  to  what  was  likely  to  be  done  there. 
H«  hoped  tiiey  shonld  adopt  the  resolntion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  original 
neolntion  reported  by  the  select  committee, 
and  carried  1^  41  to  89. 

The  oonunittee  rose  and  the  House  took  np 
fits  consideration,  when  Ur.  EJumsLL  proposed 
a  resolntioD  in  the  place  of  that  which  had 
been  agreed  to  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
as  he  thonght  some  law  should  be  passed  t^ 
OoDgren  recogni^ng  the  Territory  as  a  State, 
before  they  were  admitted  into  the  Union.  It 
was  negatived;  and  the  original  resolution  was 
agreed  to  by  48  to  SO,  as  foQowe : 

TsAB. — Thendonia  Bi^e;,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Da- 
vid Bard,  Lemnrl  Benton,  Thomaa  Blount,  Richud 
Bnnt,  Nathan  Bryan,  Dempsey  BnfgM,  ThoraM 
OUibonM,  John  Clopton,  Jenmisti  Ciabb,  William 
rindlar,  Jaua  FmnkUD,  Albert  Gidlatin,  William  B. 
QOn,  Jane*  GUle^ria,  Andrnr  Gnigg,  Wada  Hanp- 
too,  Robert  Goodloe  Haiper,  Carter  B.  Harriaon, 
Joulbu  N.  Harniu,  Daniel  Heiiter,  JamM  BoUaDd, 
Geoge  JackHm,  Matthew  Locks,  William  Lyman, 
Sanuel  Maday,  Malhaiiiel  Macon,  Jamea  HadJKMi, 
Aadnw  Mooie,  Anthony  Now,  John  Nichols*,  Aloi- 
andsr  D.  Ott,  John  Page,  Frsnci*  PreiloD,  John 
^ead,    Robert    RntheiforS,    Iimel    Smith,    Kchaid 


Hiia— Benjamin  Bourne,  Theophilus  Bradhniy, 
Wbriel  dtiiiEie,  Jeahna  Cdt,  George  Dent,  AbJel 
rottst,  Dwight  Fetter,  Esekial  Gilbert,  Hemy  Gloui, 


Channcey  Goodricli,  Roger  Grinrold,  Thomaa  Hart- 
ley, Tbomai  Hendenon,  Jamei  HiEbonie,  TnHiam 
Hindman,  Aanm  mtchell,  Oeorge  Leonard,  Samuel 
Lyman,  Fiandi  Halbone,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Sam- 
nel  Sitgniavea,  Jeremiah  Smith,  Nathaniel  Smith, 
Inac  Smith,  William  Smith,  George  Thatcher,  Uriah 
Tncy,  John  E.  Van  Allan,  Peleg  Wadiworth,  and 
JohnW"'      - 


81.TUBIU.X,  May  SI. 
Military  EitabHthmmt. 
The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
fixing  the  UiUtarj  Establishment  were  read. 
They  went  to  the  retaining  the  whole  number 
of  light  dragoons  and  the  Mqjor  General,  and 
directing  that  men  should  be  enlisted  fur  five 
instead  of  three  years.  The  amendment  re- 
specting the  dragoons  being  nnder  conrider- 

Mr.  Baldwih  Informed  the  Honse  that  the 
amooDt  of  the  ameudmenta  of  the  Senate  was 
this,  to  keep  np  820  dragoons  instead  of  5S,  and 
to  retain  the  M^or  General.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Honae,  having  determined  npon  theee 
subjects  already,  woold  be  at  no  loss  to  fonn  an 
opinion  upon  these  amendments. 

Mr.  WnxLiKS  hoped  that  the  amendment 
fh)m  the  Senate  would  not  be  agreed  to.  This 
House  had  taken  great  pains  to  mature  the  bill, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  number  of  troops 
agreed  to  was  sufficient  for  a  peace  e$tablisQ- 
ment.  Ko  gentleman  had  oo^rved  to  the 
contrary;  any  addition  wonld  not  only  be  an 
augmentation  to  the  great  expenses  already 
accrued  by  the  late  war,  but  be  a  moan  of  re- 
taining in  the  army  nsoful  cidxena,  who  would 
be  otherwise  employed  in  parsuits  of  much  more 
benefit  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  LtJtis  hoped  the  amendment  wonld 
be  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  Sitrm  a^d,  the  Senate  seemed  to  oon- 
template  these  light  dragoons,  on  account  of  the 
officers,  who  were  to  do  duty  on  horse  or  foot 
as  necessity  required.  From  this  ide^  he  would 
suggest  the  propriety  of  agreeing  to  the  amend- 

Mr.  Krrrmi  said,  the  army  would  be  placed 
BO  widely  ftom  each  other,  that  the  horse  wonld 
prove  very  nseful. 

Mr.  GiLKs  had  no  idea  of  keeping  up  the 
horse  for  the  sake  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  GiLBKKT  was  in  favor  of  retaining  dw 
whole  number  of  horses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wu-uuta,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  nes»- 
tived,  66  to  28. 

The  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  retun- 
ing  the  M^or  General  was  next  taken  np. 

Mr.  Nicnous  could  not  conceive  any  ose  for 
generals.  He  believed  if  the  Senate  had  struck 
out  the  General  they  sent  them,  the  amend- 
ment wonld  have  been  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Giles  hoped  they  ^ould  not  agree  to  tbe 
amendment.  It  would  be  a  commencement  of 
sineaures  in  the  Military  Department.  There 
wonld  be  generals  without  men  to  oommand. 


jvGooi^lc 


IKBBATBS  OF  OONaRESa 


Iay,    ITMt] 


ffWMP  y  qaMwJ  OrBOfc 


[H.  or  a 


and  (Ur.  Sinra)  said  diat  tlie  nature  of  th« 
lerrioe  of  this  amnmer,  required  tbe  Berriee  c^ 
Gleiieral  Wayne ;  bnt  aa  Ota  act  thoy  were  about 
)a  pass  woold  not  take  place  till  tlie  Slat  of  Oo- 
Lrol^r,  as  it  was  the  opinioii  of  sU  gentlemen  of 
military  knowledse,  uat  there  was  no  neoenitT 
for  reti^ning  a  M^or  Oeneral  in  our  rednoed 
Army  Estabushmeat  after  the  pdata  had  been 
taken  poaseerion  o^  and  aa  the  whole  anmmer 
appeared  snffideot  for  that  lervioe,  he  would 
vote  a^^nat  the  amendment. 

r.  nuTux  thoo^t  it  beet  to  have  a  Uijor 


Mr, 
General.  The  expense 
case  of  tlie  militia  being  called  oat  (aa 
lioned  bf  tbe  gentleman  from  RhiMe  Island)  a 
Ifj^or  General  would  be  necessary ;  beaidea,  to 
r^ect  him,  would  have  the  appearanoe  of 
torciag  this  man  ont  of  office  in  an  nngenerons 


I,  and  in 


On  motion  of  Ur.  Bailkt,  the  yeM  and  nays 
were  then  taken,  and  the  Senate  s  amendment 
-waa  lost,  49  to  84. 

HosBiT,  llay  SS. 
Widow  f!f  QtamtA  Ortent. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
•Q  the  petit]oD  of  Catharine  Greene,  widow  of 
tite  late  Qenetal  Oreene,  for  indemnity  against 
the  deinanda  of  Hanla  and  Blaohfbrd,  of  Lon- 
don, merchants,  on  acoonnt  of  a  cerbun  bond 
whuih  bad  been  pren  to  th«n  by  General' 
Oreene,  as  was  said  on  aoeoont  of  ue  United 
States.  The  Mowing  was  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Olaima : 

**'niBt  tina  petitioner  ^7>  fbr  tndemnlty  ag^oat 
Ika  demand!  of  Haora.  Harrii  and  BlacMird,  mer- 
dianta,  irbo  ham  obtained  ■  jndgnieat  againft  the 
wtata  of  the  late  Genaral  GiesDe,  for  a  lam  nim,  la 
eonnqneiMM  of  hia  bting  nooritf-  to  the  Md  Hanli 
aod  Blacdiiiicd,  lor  tke  debt  vf  Jidm  Baaki  te  Co., 
which  deb^  die  rtata^  was  iDoomd  &ir,  and  in  be- 
half of  tbe  United  State*;  and  tiliat  Qenetal  GratDe 
nve  *eeiirit7  for  do  other  poipoM  tban  to  fn 
ue  Interaata  of  the  pnblis. 

"  On  a  atrict  iQTeitigation  of  thia  claim,  the  . .  ._ 
ndtlee  And,  that  in  the  ti3\  ot  1TS2,  General  Oreene 
wu  andioriied  by  the  Department  of  War  to  obtain 
•appUei  of  clothing  for  tbe  Southern  Army,  the 
der  fait  command ;  and,  not  long  after,  he  cMita 
wi&  John  Buki,  a  putoer  in  the  lioiue  of  Hunter, 
Banlu  tc  Co.,  for  nieh  rapplke. 

"In  February,  1TS3,  Genenl  Greene,  tmder  an- 
thi»itj  of  tbe  Sawiiitutdent  of  Fiiuian,  oonbvoted 
irith  the  nine  Jchn  Bank^  taflmlih  mch  prarialoDi 
a*  the  lame  aimy  w«te  hi  want  of;  both  of  which 


die  oont^ton  could  command,  and  the  laM,  whioh 
vuto  Riiflj  rationi  Tor  tbe  aim;,  waeiKeT  being 
dnfeited,  becaiue  the  creditors — f>t  mnljei  on  th< 
fttraer  contract — were  alxnt  to  deprive  the  contrac. 
ton  of  tbeir  tneant  to  fblGl  the  lart.  In  thii  aitna- 
tkn.  Gen.  Greene  had  beiWe  him  the  alternatiTe  of 
tomtng  ttie  aimy  loom  open  the  inhafaitante,  ti: 
phuidir  fbr  tbeir  neeewaiy  food,  or  attwort,  bj  bii 
on  oedi^  thai  of  the  oontndfln.  H«  F^^rred 
tti  latter,  ud  gSTt,  In  addition  to  the  aeooitty  <£ 
Mb  Banlu  &  Co^  hia  own  bond  to  Hani*  aid 


wliidh  had  gone  to  tbe  me  of  tbe  United  State*  in 
dothing  tlw  snny. 

"  Jobs  Banlu  rao^Ted  of  Ae  United  Statu  tlie 
whole  nun  of  the  oontnct,  bnt  direited  tlie  money 
&om  itt  proper  cbumel,  and  hA  Oenenl  Gtreene 
liable  to  pay  tlia  ram  ■ocared  by  tbe  bond  mei^ooed 
above,  and  aaotber  to  Menn.  Newoonien  and  Ci^at 
Bank*  &  Co.  became  bankrapte,  and,  aooa  after, 
"  nkidied.! 

'The  iwnmittae  find  that  General  Greene,  asnon 

he  wae  ajqaiiad  of  any  poanble  danger  which 

mi^t  accme  to  Mm,  took  meamrea  to  prooun  aomt 

i^;  bnt  fala  attempt*  Tere  ineflbctoal  aa  li>  a 

Icite  Indemnity.     It  eppeut  he  eflhcted  aoine 

pnmenta,  and  obtained  putial  Indemnity,  bnt  was 

left  finally  enoeed  to  a  \azfgt  claim  of  Mesira.  New- 

len  and  CoDet,  and  thia  bond  abont  which  the 

pnaenf  petiticdi  is  oonvenant 

".AAuntttheoIaimof  NewoomenandCoHet,  Con- 

■  nan  indemnified  the  estate  of  QoMral  Greene, 

va  act  paMed  AptC  370,  1793. 

Tlii*  act  Iwa  terved  ■■  a  pteoedent  to  Oie  oooi- 

mittee,  in  deciding  on  the  present  petition,  a*  there 

—  '^e  eamB  leasont  existing  for  the  inleifersnoe  of 

mment  now  ai  dien;  to  which  may  now  be 

added  &t  Wright  cf  neoedeut 

"For  fnither  paitlctilaif  aa  to  tbe  merita  of  tbe 
olaim,  the  committee  aak  leave  to  refer  tbe  Home  to 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tieasory,  made  to 


Ktven  by  Gen,  Greene  to  Hairis  and  Blachfbrd  for  J. 
Bank*  fc  Ca,  is  dat«l  Ml  April,  1768,  for  the  iun 
of  £10,478,  IS*.  7d.  Sooth  CantUna  ennency,  ThI* 
Ktm,  by  a  variety  of  w^otiailona  and  pi^moits,  hat 
been  aoDsdeiably  lednoed ;  the  committee  have  not 
been  able  to  anert^  wtui  pfeeiaion  tbe  anm  now 
doe,  bat  anppoe*  it  to  be  between  eleven  and  twelve 
tiiotuand  pounds. 

"Tbe  oommitlee  are  el  o^moa  that  General 
Qreena  gave  thb  Iraod  with  the  ade  and  bononble 
motive  of  serving,  to  bis  ntmoat  ability,  the  then 
jnearing  intveat  of  the  United  Statea :  and  that  the 
salvation  of  the  Sootbem  Army,  and  aacceas  of  enr 
aim*  in  that  part  of  the  Union,  in  ■  great  meaann 
d^Minded  npon  thi*  timely  inleifoisnce  of  hia  private 
credit. 

They  think  the  honor  and  jostioe  of  Govmunsnt 
is  pledged  to  indemnify  the  estate  of  QeDeial  Greene, 
and  by  paying  the  atun  dne  to  Harris  and  Blaelififfd, 
aavfl  a  deserving  Eunily  &om  indigence  and  Ttdn. 
They  therefore  report,  for  die  conaideiation  of  tlia 
Hooae,  the  fbllowing  resohitiiBi,  via  : 

"  Satolved,  That  the  United  State*  onriit  to  in- 
demnify the  estate  of  the  lato  Oeneial  Greene,  for 
imn  dna  on  a  bond,  given  by  tbe  aaid  Qenaral 
le  to  Hania  and  Blacbford,  bearing  date  April 
8,  1788,  for  tbe  sum  of  £1S,47S,  ISa,  7d.,  Soath 
CaroUna  camnay,  aa  sanity  for  J<dm  Bank*  Ji  Co. : 
ProMtd,  That  it  abaU  appear,  npon  dne  inveadgs- 
tion,  bv  the  offioera  of  the  Treaanry,  that  the  saU 
General  Greene^  in  his  lifo-time,  n  hia  exeontrai 
ainee  hi*  deceaae,  have  not  already  been  Indemnified, 
for  tbe  cimtenta  <^  the  aaid  bond:  ^nd  protiiU, 
That  the  aaid  eiecntora  shall  make  over  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  tbe  Treasury,  and  bla  sncoeaaoi^  for  the 
United  Statea,  all  mor^agea,  bonda,  covenant*,  or 
other  oonnter  aecnritie*  whalaoever,  if  such  tlieie  an, 
wlkicb  were  obtained  br  Qenaral  Greene  in  Ualifo- 
timt,  frvm  the  said  Banks  &  Co.,  or  eiAer  of  Oui, 


.^^ 


to  b«  nwd  for  in  ttie  name  M  the  nid  ezsoaton,  lor 
the  nw  of  the  United  Sutei :  And  the  oSoen  at  the 
Tnuniy  an  baebf  antborijed  to  liqnidata  uid 
■Ktle  the  •am  dne  to  ttw  (Mate  of  the  aid  GcDeral 
Otmin,  to  indsmniff  the  nme  ai  a&ireaaid,  aooord- 
tug  to  the  true  intent  and  mrianlntnf  tMiinailnlifm  : 
and  to  pay  nch  mo  ■*  roajr  be  fimnd  do*  OD  the  Mud 
bond,  oot  of  the  Trwu>r7  sf  the  United  States,  to  the 
laid  eiecnlon,  to  b«  aocounled  Ibr  hj  them,  u  pari 
at  the  uid  eitato." 

AiW  some  d«bat«  od  this  sabject,  tn  the 
oaoxm  of  which  tb«  Spiaeis  read,  in  his  place, 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  War  Departmatit,  in  couseqaence  of  a  reao- 
IntioD  panea  od  Saturday,  calling  for  a  letter 
vbioh  had  been  written  bj  the  lat«  Colonel 
Burnett  to  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  declariag 
that  no  aooh  letter  could  be  found  in  the  War 
Office;  and  Mr.  Coit  epoke  at  eonsiderable 
length  against  the  claim — at  length  the  qoeatioa 
was  put  and  carried  in  Civor  of  Uie  report,  tiiere 
bung  CI  members  in  the  afflrmatiTe.  The  coin- 
mittee  then  rose,  and  the  Eonae  took  up  the 
ocHiaideration,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blot 
who  said  he  bad  iutended  to  have  made  at 
obaerrations  on  thia  mttject,  bat  findiog  the 
majority  ao  large  in  &Tor  of  the  report,  be  oonld 
not  believe  what  he  should  say  wonld  have  any 
dFect,  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  taken  add  atood, 
yeas  66,  naya  20,  as  follows; 

Yeu.— Fiaher  Amei,  Abisbatn  Baldwin,  David 
Banl.  Lemuel  Benton,  Beqjamin  BoDne,  Thei^AIIiu 
Bradbury,  Richard  Brent,  Dempaey  Bargee,  Thoma* 
Claiborne,  William  Cooper,  Jeremiah  (>al)b,  Abiel 
Fo«ter,  Dwigbl  Fortar,  KwUel  Gilbert,  William  B. 
Giles,  Kichalai  GiLmau,  Hanry  Glenn,  Cbannoey 
Goodrich,  Chriitopher  Gnennp,  Robert  Goodloe  Har- 

ET,  Carter  B.  HarriMn,  John  Hatbon,  JmathaD  N. 
avens,  Jolm  Heath,  Daniel  HeiMsr.  William  Hiod- 
maa,  Geor^  Jackson,  John  WJlkee  Kitteia,  Sannel 
Lyman,  William  Lyman,  Fraodi  Malbone,  John  Mil- 
ledge,  Fredericlc  A.  Muhlenberg,  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray, Anthony  JJew,  John  Nicholas,  John  Bead,  Robert 
Ratherfbrd,  Samnet  Sitfcieavn,  Jeremiah  Smitl . 
rael  Smith,  Isaac  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Richard  Spiigg,  jr^  John  Swanwii^  Zei^ia- 
niah  SniiY,  George  ThaCcber,  Richaid  Thomas  Mark 
ThomiMOD,  Uriah  Tracy,  John  E.  Van  AQen,  Phi% 
Tan  Cortlandt,  Abraham  Veaable,  P*l%  Wadnnirth, 
and  John  Williami. 

Nats. — Thomai  Blonnt,  Nathan  Bryan,  Samuel  J. 
Cabel],  Gabriel  Chrirtie,  Joahoa  Cent,  Isaac  Colea, 
George  Dent,  Samuel  Eaila.  Jesie  Franklin,  Albert 
Gallatin,  James  Gillespie,  Rc^r  Griswold,  WUiam 
B,  Grove,  Wade  Hampton,  George  Hanoock,  Thoma* 
Hendemn,  James  Holland,  Aaron  XitcheU,  Hat^w 
Locke,  Ssmael  Maclav,  Nathaniel  Maooi^  Andrew 
Moore,  Natbanlel  SmlUi,  Thomaa  Sprfg^  Ahsakm 
Tatom,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  resolation  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  to  report  a  bilL 

[The  facta,  as  stated  in  tbo  course  of  debate, 
were  Hs  follows; 

A  little  time  before  the  evacuatioD  of  Charles- 
ton by  the  Eo^ish,  in  the  bU  of  the  year  1782, 
a  number  of  merchanto  who  had  settled  there, 
under  British  authority,  were  under  the  neoee- 


merchanta  were  willing  to  dispose  of  their  ^ 
in  a  way  that  would  secure  tbeir  moncr,  ti 
enable  them  to  leave  the  country  imme^iidj.  I 
John  Banks  knowing  of  this,  and  bcli^ii 
said,  a  man  of  a  speadatiTe  dispositioa.  it»  ' 
mined  to  avail  tdmself  of  this  offtr.  He  t*n- 
fore  went  into  Charieston,  at  a  time  rba 
General  Greene  was  lying  not  farfrom  iti  villi  | 
and  there  made  a  contract  -with  Messn.  Hma 
A  Blachford  for  goods  to  the  amooU  i 
£80,000,  which  were  dehrered  to  him  leda 
the  firm  of  Hunter,  Banks  A  Co.  After  Bnfa 
had  made  this  pnrcbaae,  he  entered  into  na- 
tract  with  General  Greene  to  snpply  Ihe  in; 
with  clothes.  Some  time  after  that  cudnct 
had  taken  place,  the  Army  was  in  want  ol  ^ 
visions,  and  the  supplies  were  cot  oft  id 
about  to  fail,  when  Banks  came  fbnrard  OJ 
made  a  oontract  to  supply  the  Army  widi  i» 
visions ;  but  the  fiin^  which  were  to  tmt 
faim  to  fulfil  this  contract,  were  in  thegoojih 
bad  lately  bongbt,  and  an  interfereoee  d  'm 
partners  and  creditors  took  place.  Tbe  oefi- 
on  were  afr^d  if  these  goo^  were  Xs^asii 
for  that  purpose,  their  secnrity  wonld  be  ha* 
ed,  and  his  partners  were  not  wiQing  tbil  k 
should  convert  their  joint  pr»^>erty  to  iii  «i 
partionlar  benefit — for  they,  it  seeing  v 
nave  nothing  to  do  with  the  proviaoo  n 
To  surmount  these  diffioolliee,  seoori^  wan- 
quired.  Tbecreditorsof  BankswouldbtaA- 
ned,  if  security  was  giveti.  In  tb»  RSc  ^ 
things.  Genera]  Greene  became  secorirr  ^ 
Banks,  in  his  fir«t  pnrchase.  Banks  rftai'** 
received  the  whole  sum  ot  the  contract,  M^ 
verted  the  money  from  its  proper  chameL  W 
left  General  Greene  liable  t»  pay  the  M 
secured  by  the  bond  to  Hairi*  A  BbcAM 

The  question  in  the  oommitteo  was,  ''*^ 
General  Greene  entered  into  this  eecmitj  •m 
the  eole  view  of  obtaining  proviaons  fix  « 
Army  in  a  time  of  distress,  or  whether  he  U 
some  concern  or  partnership  in  tbe  tr»M(li« 
Tbe  following  particolars  were  meotionei  » 
prove  that  tbe  security  waa  given  fur  no  wl* 
purpose  than  that  of  obttuning  fooA  Ac  •* 
men.  Tbe  first  purchase  of  Banks  wsi  msii  ■ 
September,  1788 ;  the  evacuation  rfOwWj 
took  place  in  Deoember  followiog.  B*"*" 
clothing  contract  was  made  a  few  days  pren* 
to  the  evacuation;  his  proposal  ft*  the  fw^ 
sion  oontract  waa  made  about  the  same  ti» 
bnt  not  aotnaUy  entered  into  till  tl»  '™a 
February,  1788,  and  not  completed  tiD  G*"** 
Greene'a  security  was  given  on  the  8th  c*  Api* 
On  the  Tth  of  May,  General  Grwne  got » 
counter  security.  It  could  not  be  ewu,  **  •■ 
observed,  for  what  purpose  General  Gi«« 
entered  into  this  contract,  if  it  wew  ^  "^ 
relief  of  his  army.  Had  Gweral  Greew  "J 
a  partner,  would  he  have  required  w^"^ 
Banks  ui  months  iSVtr  tbe  eootraott'^'f 
neaa  was  going 
was  in  good  credit, 
when  no  doubt  could  be 
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It  -was  iiuiBtedbe  wonldnot:  bnt,  hsring  no 
oonnecUon  vith  him,  he  thonf^t  it  pmdent  to 
obtain  a  coanter  Beenritj. 

On  the  other  hand,  vuious  Boggestioiu  were 
thro^vn  out  which  had  somAwbfttofasnniicioiu 
appearance — anch  as  Geaeral  Greene's  funiog 
bis  men  to  boj  clothing  Sk^  of  Banks,  at  an 
exorbitant  price,  reports  in  the  ArmT,  a  lett«r 
said  to  tw  written  by  the  late  Colonel  Burnett, 
"wtio,  it  appears,  was  a  partner  of  John  fianka, 
intimating  that  General  Greene  waa  a  partner 
in  the  conoem,  though  his  name  w«a  never 
mentioned  in  it ;  but  nothing  like  proof  appear- 
ed to  the  oommittee  upon  which  to  gnmnd  any 
reliancft.  Indeed,  if  General  Greene  hod  any 
ooncem  with  Banks,  it  seemed  to  be  a  matter 
'whioh  oonld  not  be  proved,  aa,  in  General 
Greeoe'a  life-time,  he  brought  an  action  awainat 
ISr.  Ferry,  one  of  the  partners  with  ^mks, 
which  waa  tried  at  Charleston,  when  every 
thing  in  Ur.  Ferrj'a  cause  depended  on  proving 
General  Greene  a  partner;  hat  he  foiled  in 
doing  it,  and  having  failed,  it  waa  teii  to  be 
prettj  strong  presumptive  evidence  that  it  ooold 
not  be  proved;  becanse  Mr.  Ferry  might  have 
brought  a  croaa  hill  aghinat  Generu  Greene,  and 
oblige  him  to  declare  on  oath  that  he  was  in  no 
way  Interested  in  the  snit,  which  he  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  do. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  waa  at  length 
agreed  to,  as  before  stated,  and  a  hill  ordered  to 
be  brought  10,  which  subMqnently  passed.  By 
thU  decision,  between  £11,000  and  £18,000 
aterliog  will  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
[  United  States  to  the  executors  of  General 
Greene.  The  yeas  and  naya,  on  the  p«Bring  ot 
Che  bill,  stood,  K  to  24.] 

Fbidu,  Hay  %1. 

Amy  DardinU  fforte,* 

On  tnoUon  of  Kr.  CuiBOKin,  the  House 

formed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 

the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 

petition  of  Amy  Dardin,  who  prayed  for  com- 

Gnsation  for  a  very  valoahle  horse  which  had 
en  impreaaed  during  the  war.  The  report 
Tas  ag^ost  the  petitioner,  on  the  groniia  of 
the  act  of  lunitation  barring  the  claim.  The 
case  appeared  a  bard  one,  aa  «  widow  and  or- 
phans were  in  want  of  the  money ;  and  several 
members  having  so^ested  that  appUoation  had 
heenmade  before  the  act  of  limiution  took  place, 
proof  of  which  could  be  substantiated,  the 
committee  rose,  and  the  papers  were  re-com- 
mitted to  thtf  Committee  of  Claims. 

HoBDAT,  May  80. 

Military  and  ITatal  Apprepriaticnt.f 

'Die  House  went  iuto  a  Committee  of  the 


Whole  on  tlie  bill  providing  apnropriations  for 
the  Military  and  Naval  Kstabhumiecta;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Biuth,  the  blank  for 
the  sum  forthe  payment  of  the  Army  was  filled 
with  (278,660. 

Mr.  W.  8111TH  proposed  to  fill  up  the  next 
blank,  for  the  snbaiatence  of  the  officera  of  the 
Army,  with  $08,480. 

Mr,  Galiatis  Baid,  ho  waa  not  ready  to  vote 
for  this  object.  It  had  been  ususlto  appropriate 
the  Bubusfenoe  of  the  officers  and  non-commia- 
aioned  officers  and  privates  all  in  one  sum.  He 
did  not  know  what  were  the  separate  cdcnl^ 

Mr.  W.  Burm  believed  that  it  had  been  naual 
to  pnt  the  two  snMeots  together  heretofore,  but 
the  Secretary  of  War  had  sugKested  the  proprie- 
ty of  placing  them  under  Different  heads.  It 
was  therefore  done. 

Mr.  Gallatin  sud,  when  he  ol:t}ected  to  this 
plan  of  putting  the  two  ol{jeote  together,  it  waa 
not  merely  on  aooount  of  the  arrangement,  but 
because  he  did  not  know  the  amount  calculated 
fbr  the  different  descriptiona.  He  knew,  how- 
ever, the  rations  were  oalcnlated  at  80  cents. 
He  would  move  to  fill  the  blank  with  20  cents, 
which  would  be  two-thirds  of  the  amount  pro- 
posed. He  would  give  bis  reasons  for  thns  fill- 
ing  the  blank.  It  would  be  found,  by  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  commeu cement  of  the  se^oo,  thnt,  in 
theeetimatefor  the  Military  Department,  rations 
were  charged  IS  cents  each,  makiog  the  ubole 
anbdstenoe  for  3,000  men  fSe7,061 ;  notwich- 
atanding  tiie  nominal  Army  Bstabliahment  had 
been  redooed  one-half,  the  total  amount  of  ex- 
pense was  estimated  as  high  as  before.  The 
items  upon  which  an  increase  had  been  made, 
were  subsistence,  hospital,  ordnanoe,  and  quar- 
termaster's departments,  and  protection  of  fron- 
tiers. It  would  be  found  that,  in  the  aecond 
estimate  of  the  Secretary,  lately  made,  rations 
were  estimated  at  80  cents  each,  which  made 
the  whole  amount  of  subsistence  |4ST,T62, 

ThU  differenoe  in  the  estimate  led  the  Com- 
mitt«e  of  Ways  and  Means  to  an  inquiry  into 
the  bnnneas,  beoaiue,  aa  the  nominal  establish- 
ment was  deoreaaed  from  0,000  to  8,000  men, 
they  bad  hoped  there  would  have  been  some 
decrease  of  expense  also.  They  received  for 
answer,  that  rvtions  oould  not  be  contracted  at 
Detroit  fur  lesa  than  80  oents  each ;  but  though 
this,  by  the  contract,  was  the  price  of  rations  at 
that  poet,  they  could  not  suppose  they  would 
cost  the  same  at  the  other  posts.  It  also  ap- 
peared, from  the  information  received  &om  tiie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  contract 
which  bad  been  made,  waa  upon  these  terms — 
to  fomish  rations  either  at  Detroit  at  30  cents, 
or  at  Pittsburg  at  U  cents,  the  place  of  delivery 
being  at  the  option  of  Government.     It  would 
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be  seen  that  then  wu  &  difleroice  betirixt 
thoM  tvopriowof  10  Mints;  uid  he  would  uk 
whetbM  any  gentleniait  to  that  HovM  believed 
that  it  woold  ooat  19  oents  per  radon  to  trans- 
pMt  them  from  Pittsbni^  to  Detnnt  t  He  did 
not  think  that  tranqkortation  ironld,  on  an 
nwtngo,  ooat  9  eenls.  The  dietiuuK  bj  land 
waa  not  800  tnikB;  and  water  carriage  woold 
ndnee  it  to  20. 

Ur.  W.  Smitb  add,  if  agteeiiiK  to  thia  moticm 
ironld  save  the  moner,  tt  woold  deaerre  atlMi- 
tion  ;  but,  if  th^  were  to  nuka  the  i^prtqkria- 
ttoo  M  nnall  aa  to  embarrass  Gorenunent,  it 
would  be  mooh  wiwse  than  if  they  were  to  vote 
fi>r  a  Httle  too  mnch.  Iliere  wonld  be  a  certain 
number  of  men  who  most  be  fed.  and  he  thought 
tbey  might  rely  npon  the  Administration's  not 
dvii^  more  for  rationa  than  waa  nec««aiT. 
BdtiUlheram  voted  was  too  small,  what  wo<ud 
be  the  oonseqtwncef  The  r»t]ons  most  be  got, 
be  theprtoea  what  thej  m^;  themot  mnr'*" 
fed.  Difficoltieswonld  arise  if  the  ftindu^-- 
pciated  shonld  prOTv  inadequate.  He  did  not 
see  that  there  wonld  be  any  real  saving  by  re- 
dndngthe snm  appropriated. 

Hr.  Bomn  hoped  the  blank  would  be  filled 
up  with  d>e  sum  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
m>m  SoQth  Oarolhu.  It  had  been  stated  that 
rations  might  be  purchased  at  Pittsburg  forll 
oente,  but  uey  ooold  not  be  bought  for  ]«sa  than 
80  at  Detroit,  and  he  thought  they  eonld  not 
oaloulate  upon  any  other  price  thui  that,  as  it 
was  uuoertajn  whether  or  not  the  oontraot 
wonld  be  fulfilled ;  and  if  it  ^led,  and  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  waa  obliged  to  purobaae 
at  Detroit,  if  they  oalenlated  the  rations  at  20 
oenta  imly,  he  wonld  not  ba  able  to  porobase 
the  necessary  provirions  fbr  their  men ;  but  U, 
on  the  ototmy.  SO  oents  were  agreed  to,  there 
would  be  enough  in  any  oase,  and  if  the  ration 
oould  be  bought  for  SO  oentfl,  he  did  not  fear 
that  the  money  would  be  ezptoded  nnneoe»- 
•arily. 

Ur.  YmtxLK  Bold  he  should  not  feel  htmaelf 
Justified  in  appropriating  more  than  was  neoee- 
aary  for  the  object  befcve  them;  for,  if  they 
were  not  to  be  guided  by  a  proper  estimate, 
they  might  as  well  at  onoe  gire  an  unlimited 
power  on  the  Treasury.  All  the  expenses  could 
not  be  estimated  to  be  made  at  DetroiL  If  one- 
third  of  our  men  were  kept  at  Detroit,  he  should 
think  it  a  large  number.  Why  then  flz  the 
priceasif  the  whole  Army  was  to  be  kept  theret 
And,  even  in  that  case,  30  oente  would  be  a 
large  appropriation.  Why,  then,  embarrass 
tlieraBQlvea  by  making  a  larger  appropriation 
than  was  neoeaaary  I  The  Army  would  be  ex- 
tended on  the  whde  frontier,  and  at  some  places 
rationa  wonld  be  bought  cheaper  than  at^tts- 
bnrg. 

Mr.  Dattot  (the  Speaker)  observed,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvaaia  (Mr.  Gallathi) 
aMumed  as  undeniable,  and  eBtabliehed  as  the 
fonndotion  of  his  argumenteand  objectJons,  what 
he  did  not  onlynot  admit,  bnt  absolutely  denied, 
viz:  that  the  radona  of  provisions  would  ooat 


the  United  States  mive  wfa«D  ddiTweda* 
troit,  than  at  any  other  post.  H«  belitrdte 
were  two  or  three  others  st  which  eke  jm 
wonld  be  higher  than  at  Detnnt,  aod  i^^ 
ed  mdiilimacinao  in  pertaciilw.  TbepA 
men  who  were  fbr  redoang  tbia  iten  d"  if^ 
priation,  had  referred  totbe  contraef  hie>y 
been  made  some  time  dne«,  amd  had,  n  <k 
same  time,  a4±nowledged  tlM  exUmwtMi 
advanoeinthe  [Miceof  di«  ni!  fnwarif <  rf  5a 
even  in  (heinterior  of  tba  oaonti;.  Theto 
event,  said  Hr.  D.,  wai  of  m  BOtnn  u 
mneh  fear  that  the  oootraat  woaM  be  tea 
batA:  npon  the  United  Btates,  owiB«teiba» 
bility  it  would  create  in  the  indiviaaab  »S» 
fll  it,  and  ought,  thwefore,  to  prtMupt  Ckaps 
to  guard  against  ench  an  a^geuef,  brtmm 
ample  provinoa  tiian  wonld  otherwin  ha 
be^  rennieite. 

ib.  W.  Smth  said  there  w»  ooe  Act  sW 
be  fefgot  to  mention.  Th«  SeerMarr  d  ^ 
Treasury  informed  the  Comioittee  ofVmai 
Keans  uiat  the  oontrs«tor  would  loae  tavrkr 
the  owtraot  to  deliver  the  rations  at  11 M 
at  Fittsburg,  and  It  was  possible,  IbereAn  IW 
it  mi^t  not  be  ftdfilled.  OaitloiMa  mj-^ 
provide  the  money  if  it  be  not  wanted!  "0^ 
seemed  to  mistake  thebonneee;  theraoBCTH 
to  be  borrowed,  end  if  not  wantod,  ii  woudM 
be  taken.  So  more  would  be  ezpoided  baM> 
there  was  more  thui  soffideot  appnCM' 
There  would  be  no  money  lying  manpfeirds 
the  Treasury. 

Hr.  Qauatdt  bdieved  the  genttemsB  fiw 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  SKrm)  would  not  M 
that  his  information  was  correct.  The  eoatai 
was  made  to  deliver  the  ntjou  either  *t  I^ 
bn^  or  Detroit,  at  the  option  of  Gotctso* 
To  calculate  the  whole  number  ofntiooat^ 
cents,  was  oonsdering  the  wbcde  Army  it  De- 
troit; and,  though  it  be  true,  tbattherabcM 
port  more  distant  than  Detroiti  yet,  the  p»« 
namber  were  fer  nearer,  and  etoKf^t 
where  provisions  wonld  be  got  che^wr.  Ita» 
fore,  considering  the  price  at  Detroit  to  be  lb 
general  price,  waBallowingtoomacb.  Ilis^ 
believed,  would  not  be  controverted. 

Ur.  NioHOLAB  add,  he  shonld  be  ^tobnr 
what  waa  the  price  of  rati(ma  in  the  Adi»» 
Sutea.  One  half  of  the  Eetablishmeiit  ma 
be  upon  the  Eastern  waters,  and,  "''''^'^t' 
money  neceaeary  to  be  appropriated  vonW"- 
pend,  in  some  degree,  upMi  tlie  price  of  r«t« 
there.  He  thought  SO  cents  woold  ba  i  » 
average  price  for  the  whole.  ^ 

Mr.  Havbhs  said,  that  if  they  we«  to  6  w 
price  too  high,  it  mi^t  prodnoe  a  coinlM*™* 
amongst  the  contractors  to  advance  the  ^*" 
aa  he  believed  there  was  a  greater  l*tfbw« 
combination  than  oompetitioo  «n»'"f!*J^ 
He  tnew  this  was  no  reason  why  tfcey  A™ 
fix  the  prios  too  low,  but  he  tboogbt  it  "»* 
consideration  which  should  kad  then  to^ 
for  the  prt^KMition  of  the  genttanaofroa  "■* 
sylvonio.  ._ji-i 

The  (Mi^nalmotioa  was  put,  and  D«*«"r 
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-^4:  to  81 ;  and  then  Hr.  Gi.LUTai\  to  fill  tbe 
^4&iLk  -with  ^,606,  waa  pat,  sod  carried. 
''  ICr.  "W.  BwTK  moved  to  fill  tbe  next  ))kiik, 
''or  tlie  BubsisteDoeof  Don-oommUaioDedofflcen 
Nnd.  privatM,  with  $869,883,  wbloh  wu  caloa- 
'atins  tli«  imma  M  80  oents  ea^ 
'  The  qaeetioDwaspttt,  UkdiiegatiTed,88  to80. 
'    Ur.  OAixATor  then  moved  to  have  the  blank 

dUed  with  |316,18S,  which  wh  calonlAtJng  the 
Nrations  at  20  cents  eaeb. 
T  Mr.  Dattok  hoped  that  Uie  Bom  named  woatd 
i«M>t  be  agreed  to ;  If  it  yren^  he  believed  that 
■the  aoldien  of  the  Anaj  would  not  be  Bnbmst- 
iied.  He  wBH  eatiafied  that  gentlemen  who  pro- 
ipoaed  and  advocated  bo  scanty  and  inadequate 
iTsamB  had  tlie  same  views  as  be  had ;  but  he 
s-was,  noTertbeless,  oonvinoed,  that  so  far  from 
t^promoting    economf,    thej  wonid    eventiiallj 

produce  proftudon. 
q  Mr.  Dattok  coDOlnded  with  saTing,  that  he 
•  did  not  wish  to  appropriate  lavishlj,  bnt  his 
E  8610  sdm  was  to  avoia  anv  of  those  senons  oon- 
c  eeqaenoee  which  wonid  mavitabty  flow  from  an 
t  ill-radged  par^mooy ;  and  he  shonld  sit  down 
i  and  eonaole  himaclf  under  any  event,  with  the 


(860,000,  which  was  carried,  84  to  81. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  W.  Shuh,  the  blank  for 
forage  was  filled  with  |16,G93,  and  that  for 
olotbing  wu  filled  with  $70,000,  without  de- 
bide.  He  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for  provid- 
ins  horsea  for  cavalry,  with  $7,500 ;  when 

Hr.  Bloust  observed,  that  he  thought  it  nn- 
neoeseary  to  provide  fbr  the  pnrchase  of  h(a«ee, 
when  they  nad  resolved  np4Hi  redooiDg  tlie 
nnmber  of  troops. 

Hr.  Galutin  s«d  he  would  Jost  notice,  that 
when  the  Ml  mimber  of  horses  was  kept  up, 
the  ^propriations  for  clothing  were  the  same  as 
now,  and  those  fbr  horses  were  leak  The  fbr- 
mer  estimate  was  $5,000  for  horses ;  now, 
$7,S00 ;  so  that  the  miMv  they  reduoe  the  Army, 
the  greater  was  the  expense. 

ICr.  lUooK  believed,  there  were  as  many  horses 
now  in  the  strvice  as  wonid  oomplete  two  oom- 
paoiw,  and  they  oould  not,  with  any  pnqaie^, 
oalcnlate  upon  one-half  dying.  He  moved  to 
strike  out  the  item  altogether. 
.  The  motion  waa  put  and  negatived,  88  to  SB. 
Hr.  Hatkhb  said,  he  did  not  vote  for  strik- 
ing ont  the  item  altogether,  aa  he  supposed 
some  money  would  be  wanted,  but  oould  not 
thhik  go  much  aa  bad  been  mentioned  was  oe- 
eessary. 

The  motion  for  $7^09  was  pnt  and  carried, 
UtoSl. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  V.  Sutb,  the  blank  for 
bounty  was  filled  with  $10,000,  and  that  fbr 
Hospital  Departmoit  with  $80,000,  without 
o^ection.  He  also  proposed  to  fiU  the  blank 
for  tba   Ordnance  Department  with    $48,907, 

Ur.  Galutdt  said,  that  this  sum  was  $11,000 
mora  than  the  former  estimate;  $1,000  of 
vbkdi  was  owing  to  an  increase  of  renL    *" 


other  additional  item  of  $10,000  was  (or  con- 
tingent eipensee ;  bnti  as  they  bad  a  dtsldnot 
head  for  contingent  expenses  he  thought  that 
the  contingenoiee  would  be  beat,  all  of  them, 
placed  under  that  head.  He  ther^re  moved 
to  have  the  blank  filled  with  $88,907. 
Ur.  WiLLUKs  pn^iosed  $40,000,  which  wm 

Hr.  V.  SuTH  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for 
the  In^an  Department  with  $70,000. 

Ur.  Gaujltiit  s^  it  wonid  t>e  recollected 
that  they  had  already  made  two  appropriations 
nnder  this  head ;  the  one  for  establlahing  tradr 
ing-houses  with  the  Indian  Iribfa,  the  other  for 
carrying  into  effect  several  treaties.  On  inqni- 
ry  what  reason  there  was  for  this  appropriation, 
he  oonld  only  find  one,  viz:  thata  treaty  waa 
expected  to  be  held  in  Georfpa,  at  which  8,000 
Indians  were  to  be  present.  He  had  supposed 
this  expense  was  to  have  been  borne  by  Geor^a, 
bnt  it  was  allwed  that  a  part  (^  it  would  fi^ 
on  the  United  Sutee. 

The  motion  was  pnt  and  negatived,  88  to  SB ; 

Hr.  W.  BwTB  prMKMed  $60,000.  He  wonid 
mention,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  been 
called  npon  to  give  a  reason  why  so  large  a 
sum  should  be  appropriated ;  when  they  were 
told  of  the  treaty  wbid)  the  gentleman  trora 
Pumgylvaaia  had  mentioned,  and  that  it  woold 
be  necessary  to  have  a  lar^  store  fOe  it«  pa- 
pose  of  feeding  and  clothing  the  Indiana  who 
attended  it  The  motion  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried, 81  to  2S. 

Mr.  W.  SuTH  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
Quarter-master's  Department  wiUi  $960,000. 

Mr.  OALumr  said,  it  would  be  remembered 
that  in  the  eelimate  at  the  opening  ot  the 
seasiDn,  this  item  was  oaknlated  at  $800,000. 
The  reason  given  for  this  advance,  was,  that 
the  expense  of  removing  stores,  ordnance,  An., 
to  new  poata,  would  be  vei7  ctmsiderable ;  but, 
It  woold  be  recollected,  that  $200,000  only  were 
ap{«>iniated  for  that  pnrpcee  in  the  time  of 
war,  when  the  Army  was  liable  to  be  removed 
very  often.  The  preeent  estimate  was  for  a 
Peace  Establidunent,  when  their  men,  onoe 
r^uoved  to  the  new  poets,  would  be  statimed; 
and  the  appropriatioD,  instead  of  for  8,000  men, 
was  now  imly  for  8,000.  He  moved  to  insert 
$800,000,  instead  of  $200,000. 

Ur.  Bloubt  sfdd,  he  sapposed  the  taking  po^ 
seaaion  of  the  poets  was  ocotemplated  whui  Ute 
first  estimate  was  made.  It  waa  then  known 
the  Britidi  bad  atipoloted  to  sonender  than 
on  the  1st  of  Jnne. 

Ur.  W.  Shrb  aaid,  it  was  not  cert^n  when 
the  first  estimate  was  made,  whether  that  Honae 
woold  have  ratified  the  trea^  {  and,  if  not  ra- 
tified, the  poata  would  not  have  been  got. 
The  Increased  calculation  was  ovriog  to  the  ex- 
pense in  transporting  ordnance,  storea,  &&,  lo 
the  posts. 

Hr.  Isaac  Smith  s^  it  would  require  mora 
cannon  for  one  of  those  posts,  than  wen  r»- 
quired  by  all  the  Army. 
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to  lead  them  to  believe,  that  the  Pbhidkht  did 
not  think  tliAt  HoDM  bad  the  power  mentioned 
bj  tbe  gentleoun  from  Sontn  Oaroiina,  and, 
tJierefore,  he  doubted  not  but  the  Arst  eetimate 
iru  made  wicli  reference  to  the  expense  of 
taking  poneedon  of  the  pooU. 

The  motion  for  $300,000  was  put  and  nega- 
tived, 81  to  S6 ;  when  |S00,000  was  pot  and 
earned. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  mov«d  to  fill  the  blank  for 
oontingenoiee  of  the  War  Department  with 
(80,000;  wliioh  was  carried  without  oppoeition. 
He  then  prmxwed  to  SU  the  blank  for  the  defenoe 
and  protection  of  the  frontien  with  |150,000. 

Hr.  Galli.tq(  said,  he  oertAinl;  wished  the 
frontier  to  be  protected,  bot  he  coiud  not  think 
00  large  a  enm  necceaar^  for  that  pnrpoae.  The 
gnm  loat  jear  appropriated  was  (180,000 ;  and 
now  we  had  peace  with  the  Indiana  which  was 
sMnred  not  onl;  by  a  treat;  with  them,  hot  bj 
treaties  with  Great  Britain  and  Spun,  he  conid 
not  aoconnt  for  an  incrMsed  expense. 

The  motion  for  $160,000  was  pat  and  ne- 
gatived ;  $1S0,000  wag  then  proposed  and  car- 
ried, 84  to  S8. 

Mr.  W.  Bmth  proposed  to  SU  tbe  next  blank, 
fbr  the  oompletion  of  the  fbrtifications,  Ac,  at 
Wwt  Point,  with  $30,000. 

Mr.  IfioaouB  inquired  if  ther«  was  an;  law 
<m  this  headt 

Mr.  W.  Sktth  said,  tiiere  was  an  act  to 
Mithorize  a  proviiNon  for  this  pnrpom,  bat  that 
act  had  BXpired.  He  believed,  however,  it 
might  properlj'  come  in  there.  This  expense, 
he  was  told,  was  neoeesarr  to  make  the  poste 
teoable,  and  that  if  no  money  was  expende^ 
the  fortifications  wonld  be  lost.  He  believed 
this  item  might  properif  be  oonridered  as  a 
part  of  the  ICUtary  Establishment 

Mr.  NicEOLia  said,  he  did  not  object  to  the 
propriety  of  the  expense,  bnt  to  the  manner  of 
Introdacuiait.  It  wonld  apply  to  New  Tork 
as  well  as  West  Point  Be  considered  the  ad- 
misBion  of  West  Point  as  the  admission  of  a 
principle  to  which  all  the  snrploe  wpropriations 
might  be  applied.  .All  the  fbrtincationa,  he 
said,  were  in  the  power  of  the  Exeontive ;  bnt, 
M  they  had  bad  a  committee  appointed  on  tlie 
bnrioess,  whose  report  the;  had  considered,  he 
thonght  tiiey  ehoold  act  oonaistentl  j.  He  there- 
for«  moved  to  strike  oat  the  olanse. 

Mr.  Wm.iiMt  hcq>ed  this  itom  woold  not  be 
■truck  ont,  and  that  the  Paunmr  woold  be 
enaUed  to  extend  aid  to  the  fortifioations  at 
New  York ;  if  not,  the  works  woold  go  to  decay. 

tb.  Vah  Gobtlahdt  said,  that  fortifications 
onght  to  be  attended  to,  and  that  he  ahoold  vote 
fco-them. 

Mr.  GiLis  hoped  the  motion  wonld  prev^ 
There  had  been  a  committee  most  of  the  sesrion, 
to  oonsider  the  sobjeot  of  fbrliflcalions.  If  these 
fortifications  stood  in  need  of  repur,  the  Pni- 
eiDnrr  shonld  have  given  the  infonnation  to 
that  committee.  He  thonght  the  iton  impro- 
per in  the  present  bilL 


Virginia  w«re  mistaken.  Tbe  committee  wfiiA  I 
had  been  appointed  was  to  oonaidef  tfae  fiwiB-  | 
oationB  of  DOT  harbocs  only-  Tbe  wcsfa  ■ 
West  Point  were  of  a  diffeiat  dcacriptiim,  Hrf 
stimote  indnded  not  only  the  eomplecK 
of  the  fortiflcatioDS,  bnt  the  boildinp  and  repKs 
ot  barra<^  and  storta  which  bii  been  it- 
stroyed.  The  present  item  ooold  not  citai  as 
fortifications  in  general,  as  had  been  affil- 
ed ;  for,  though  the  Gecrvtmrj  ttf  Oa 
depiirtment  does  not  confine  tbe  zBonej  f^" 
pnated  to  one  object,  to  that  partit^tilnr  pa^ 
pose,  yet,  be  cannot  eipeod  it  on  any  ot^M 
which  was  not  contained  in  tbe  *et  <i  *ppr^ 
priation.  He  moved  to  add,  "nugazine^  ston- 
tHNisee,  and  bairacks."    Agreed  to,  and  also  ik 

Mr.  W.  Smith  then  moved  to  fiQ  tlw  bli^ 
for  the   ftHtifioadcm  of  forts  and  ItartMin  w^ 

$eo,ooo. 

Mr.  Qiu^ns  sud,  this  iton  he  shoold  amr 

BtrikeoDt  A  committee  bed  been  appcHsti^ 
and  had  reported  on  this  sntject,  and  that  it 
was  not  neoesaary  to  attend  to  it  at  piesrat,  tt 
there  was  a  sorplns  of  $33,000  nnexpM^ed.  B 
they  were  to  agree  tothe present  mm,  it  wuJJ 
be  appropriating  an  additional  snm  of  f50.0H 
for  the  same  otgect ;  he  hoped,  therefin,  ci« 
it  wonld  be  strack  ont. 

Mr.  W.  Lnua'  was  in  &7or  of  strikiDg  i 
ont 

Mr.  WtLLuHB  hi»ed  it  wonld  be  agreed  to, 
on  the  ground  of  tbe  necearity  of  sotoe  atten- 
tion bong  pmd  to  the  works  at  New  York. 

Mr.  Dattoh  was  in  ftavor  of  striking  oot  Qm 
item  altogether,  as  there  really  was  not  money 
to  spare  for  objectii  not  easential.  If  any  pw- 
ticmar  harbor  had  been,  or  coidd  be  mentjoiw^ 
the  committee  might  bett^'  be  enabled  to  jodge 
whether  it  would  be  fit,  at  this  time,  preyed  ■ 
they  were  for  resonrces,  to  mate  an  ^profna- 


ih,  he  shoold  certainly  be  opposed  to  if^ro- 
prianng  a  «ngle  shilling  for  this  pnrposo.  Bs 
meant  not  to  say,  that  there  were  not  pcrts  ia 
the  United  States  which  might  be  advama- 
geonsly  fortified,  bat  only,  that  this  comtry  vm 
not  yet  in  a  sitaatioa  to  joslily  thdr  eneonDla- 
Ing  snch  an  expense,  «epedally  as  it  did  dM 
appear  to  be  immediately  neeessary. 

The  motiiHi  fbr  striking  oot  was  put,  and  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  moved  to  flU  the  blank  far 
the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marine^  wi& 
$118,036. 

Mr.  NioHOLAfi  hoped  this  item  would  It 
strockoot  It  was  oertainly  an  expense  for  *M 
there  wsb  no  oooaaon.  He  did  not  widi  loMS 
men  raised  when  they  eoold  be  of  no  serfin. 
The  frigates,  he  sud^  could  not  be  fit  for  »m» 
betare  the  next  seeeion.  He  hoped,  tfaerefiiR^ 
no  oppoadon  would  be  made  to  the  9ttifcii«oitf 
of  the  clause. 

Mr.  W.  SiCTB  said,  they  had  anthorind  ly 
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iw  the  building  of  throe  frigates,  Mid  it  wu 
isbed  that  they  ihould  go  into  serrloe  the  pre- 
mt  year.  If  the  whole  inm  wu  not  »ppro- 
riiU^d,  there  would  oartMnly  be  a  neocMity  fiw 
part  of  it. 

2lr.  NicaoiAB  moTed  to  itiike  oat  the  item 
■  it  stood,  and  iiuert,  "the  poyof  thecaptaiiu 
£  three  frigates." 

Mr.  ItAooH  believed  theee  wen  the  only  offl- 
■ers  at  present  appointed, 

lir.  Hatbhb  wished  gentlemen  to  bet  why 
;beae  captains  should  be  paid  at  alL  He  be- 
ieved  that  bnilding  of  snips  wu  not  tlieir 
Miuaefls,  and  that  these  plaoea  were  at  preeent 
mere  Bineonrea.  He  shonld  therefbre  vote 
against  the  unendment. 

Ur.  W.  Smith  said,  it  wonld  be  neeesaary  to 
add  soheistence  u  well  as  naj  of  three  obtains, 
•od  moved  to  fill  the  biank  with  five  thousand 
d<dlarB ;  whtob,  after  a  few  obaerrations,  was 
agreed  to. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  W.  Bioni,  the  blank  for 
milJtaT7  p«Duons  was  filled,  withont  oppontiion, 
with  «114,i»&. 

The  oommittee  then  roee  and  the  House  en- 
tered npon  the  conndwation  of  the  amendmonla 
vhioli  Dftd  been  made,  when  all  were  agreed 


WanmsDAT  Eranrae,  June  1. 

Ur.  J.  SiOTH,  from  the  eommitt«e  appointed 
to  wait  npon  the  PnumKin  of  tbb  UHirKn 
&Ti,T>s,  to  notify  him  of  the  intention  of  both 
Hoosee  to  ai^jonm  on  this  da;,  reported  his  »p- 
probation  thereof. 

The  bnsinesB  before  the  Honse  being  flniBhed, 
a  menage  WAS  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  infiinn  thou 
tliat  the  HoDse  wa>  ready  to  ai^nm.  Where- 
npon,  after  waiting  some  time  to  reoeive  any 
answer  that  might  be  tent  thereto,  withont  re> 
ceiving  any — 

The  Spuebb  a^Jonmed  the  House  nntil  the 
flrat  Monday  in  December  next. 


•  Tlie  Tliala  nm  ipproiirktad  ftiT  tba  IDUluy  *Dd  Smi 
EiUbHihrnciita  oT  llw  jur,  VMt,  |1^8,$T>-tlu  Dmwth  ol 
umr  balngSOOO  mm,  ud  the  delHta  U  (iT<n  Hia 
wllh  which  (ppropriUlaDi  van 
th*  »U\f  ■(«  of  th>  OoienmuDt,  ud  ilio  ai 
■howlMtOi*  tiiMiiu  til  malntiliiliig  troopi  In  ths  north- 
wHt— th*iiutv«ff(tiDMiiid<»it«iiiIdar«d]  u  odtPuI- 
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■HUH  to  pfvtHt  It,  tfS;  tbrn  pglnU  conUdcrod,  taij 
ftti)«cIlout»t3MblQnTlt»<id,Ml;  •rgDiuut igilut • 
Niial  XitablUluDtBt  Bonddusd,  48t ;  | r  o'  t^ 


^Bv<aiw«, /Vmlfii.— Sh  nmUki  of  HhUkhi  ud  Jutago, 

•TudM. 
^■wuJuMiiii  lo  04  OimMtMon.~ArfafMoB  of  (ba  Ltflt- 
litnn arTLiglBls  tar%  eoonndon  to  coarider deheO, 
Akd  report  uBeodtDFiilB,  4T ;  dflbata,  4T{  thUaj^llc^ 
tloa  ibiHild  nmilB  an  tin  flW  uUI  proper  aumbw  of 
kppllcuti  oaiM  torwird,  «I;  U7  mtijocl  ou  U  n- 
Itmd  Id  >  sonuuittef.  U ;  tte  proprlgtr  of  camalBlaf 
It  doubtful,  47 ;  CoDfnahu  do  dolibflrmtiTApowtT  od 
thii(>«a>]iiB,«;  tbo  ippUnUon  of  •  SUU  ibould  bi 
mpoeted  ud  ngiKjod.  *& ;  It  ahoald  b«  uitand  at 
iUft  OP  the  die*  at  th*  >oanul,  4B ;  ta  oidond,  U. 

Fropv  BUkts  ifarnendimg  tmttdtni,  TU;  pnpoil- 
don  lo  iBHTt  ifMr  tha  toi^  'We  tba  people,''  Is  the 
lint  pinsnpli,  >  brlof  eWhh,  ISI;  nK  tka  pnpei  moda 
oruneulUig  the  oouUtaUan,  ISS;  It  ibmild  ba  dou  bj 
(npplainrDt.13t;  moTtd  to  uncBd  byi  rHolutlon  da- 
cIhIbs,  -Th*t  tbe  flilkwlag  vtlelei  ba  pn>p«ed  ae 
amaBdiDcatB,"  ^b^  1S8 ;  form  oT  Idat  laipoHaikea  than 
•abstiDsa,  bnl  thar*  Is  a  Bealneaa  aad  pmpriatj  ban  Is 
tvooTpoTmHiig  ardelH,  1S4;  mathad  pFapaaad  b;  tha  ra- 
BolDllon  loeompatlble  with  Iha  oaiutltiiUaB,  vhleb  ra- 
inlm  amtBdmanti  to  tOrm  a  part  or  tha  coutllDtlon, 

COBStltaUoD — aea  pracedaata,  354 ;  nppLamcBtaiy  fanu 


anr  potaiblr  dlBUinea,  119;  boi 
Incorporated,  183;  ttpoM 
coaiDa>daIloB  of  Btata  eoBTenUDiu,  183;  tha  otigbud 
OODiUtBtlaB  iha>IdmnaUilaTlolate,aiidnotbapalehad 
from  time  to  tlioa  Uka  Joaepb^  coat,  IM;  atvu 
^ulria  ncTar  altered  bj  iBcorpotadoa  of  ameDdmeota, 
]0fl ;  irF^mcBtAfbr  [iicorporatloB  coBaldeied,  IM ;  motion 
lott,llT;  »aiu«^IST. 

Fnt^tn  Iff  eotueifne*  eomidirtd,  IBI ;  prt^oaiUan 
tslnacrtlhavord^-BorellclonBtaBllbaettabllabad  hj 
law,  Bor  ahal]  the  aqoal  rl^taoT  »D«dcnoa  balnfiingod,'' 
UT ;  tha  Hordi  llaMa  to  ■  wrong  oomtnietion— boTc  a 
tandeBcjr  to  aboUab  rallgluB  altugttbar,  ISI;  amend- 

(loiu  eilablli-limaBtB,  1ST ;  Buuij  aacU  think  thtf  are 
not  wen  Barured,  and  tha  effect  of  amendmaat  wU]  ha 
axDrlllaliiry  for  the  Bew  goTemmant,  1ST;  aoma  StitM 
kaddodrod  lt.191;  TouoD  therooC  1ST;  eiperltnee  af 
Bboda  IilaBd,  1ST;  ipprebeiialou  of  ttia  people,  186; 
reaillt,l«S. 

JHjrU  i^lKitmcHoti  cmtidvid.—OB  a  motloB  to  In- 
tert  tba  woida,  ■•  to  Instruct  their  wpro»oot»UT»a,"  u 
mendnKBl  propoeed,  isa ;  argnmaBta  agaioM  tha  right, 
Ua;  lupTopr<eljliithl>CDDBli7,lt>;lfDareoB>UtaentB 
luiTa  a  conaUtutloDal  rigbt  to  ttiatrqct,  we  are  bonnd  le 
ober,  V9 :  the  wordo  ara  calculated  to  mUead  \ij  dodtoj-- 
log  tha  Idn  to  the  people  that  thej  have  a  right  to  In- 
atmctlSX;  dutjrfarepreaentaUve,  IN;  daogerooa taa- 
daBcrotthe  doclrlne,  140 ;  vhatmajbethei»naH]uenoe 
of  tdodlogaBian  toTDta  according  to  the  tQI  of  otbetu  in 
all^ra,  140;  argumantaln  bvor,  140;  t^ds  amendment 
la  of  1  doubtful  nalnre.  >nd  will  htTS  ■  tendane;  to  pre- 
]Bdl«e  the  whole  ij-ilem,  141;  tf  toKrclgntr  realdea 
with  the  whole  people,  thcf  fannat.  In  detached  bodlea, 
eoBtrarena  an  act  eilabllihed  by  thi 


lantly  to  the  i 
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ndllma,  »;  1 
B  tonnage  dotica,  M;  on  tha  aeal^of  drntldoaJifa 
V,  Bi,  IB ;  wonU  niahe  no  bargain  or  amfi^u  ■ 
htlve  to  dntlea  on  1inp«ta,  OB ;  ftirt^T  rvslil 
BiDlloB  to  lar  dnlj  DB  UAm  *■ 
-    -        -  H  UUH^nal 
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e  credit,  Tt;  tDrthcr  mnarka,  M 
Hob  af  Bhoda  Illaad,  101 ;  on  tlM  Prcddeal'ipniFB 
mora  oSeera.  IM ;  aa  the  "tt"'— n—  oflk  ft^ 
Department,  110 1  db  theeampcBaalioBff  ^T,aN 

aidant, IB;  ob  the  richt ofiDctnietloB^  l«l;  m^ia 
tlon  of  theeeatof  gDTtmiBent,U3;  Airtherrc^rtLA 
on  manner  the  Secretarr  oflh*  Tnmaarj  AAmat 
report,  ITT;  ob  the  dLserimliutiaq  betwnii  JMpa 
daBieatiedebtB,lKI;oBdlacTliiiinaIiiHiafpiiUtc>:ia 
no ;  movee  to  ttilke  Dut  -  Potomac;"  and  i«Hl6^ 
town  aa  itat  of  ODienunent,  H»;  00  cxaaAa 
(Til  fttrtber.m;  on  tba  eammltiMBt  oflht  l£k> 
Bank  of  the  United  ElaUa,  nS  t  do.  q»tek  aa  lb  M 
XT6;  on  report  of  Saeretarr  at  War.  nT;  gaiklilh 
the  (ncDungement of  the  Cod  FlahirlH,  St:** 
lendaBaaaTEaaatarfof  War,  891,  (H;«lMiiFi 
Committee  on  defeat  of  St.  Clair,  tK:  in  |">Ea< 
Waner  Uimin,  8>I:  an  offldal  coodnt  if  !«(«!' 
Treaanrjr,  4S<;  on  tba  oommema  of  tkerriii4iw 
4K ;  OB  UghtlBg  tha  Algeilnei,  4TT;  In  ftrw  it  a^ 
•alt,  IM;  BTBea  dnUaa  oa  maiiD&ctnRd  Btan  ti 
nllned  ingar,  SOT ;  an  tba  adiano  of  BwafT  a  Ti* 
B14;  DD  an  iBcreaie  of  tbeanaj-.SU;  aai^'t" 
for  pmleetlon  of  H.  W.  (tantier,  SIT ;  on  Ih  Fiia4«l 
apeecb,  (8! ;  ob  reaolatJons  of  tbanki  to  Giiriil  (^ 
340;  on  therennnciatlDai^Dobiiltf  forcUiHid^* 
on  raftreoce  of  letter  of  S«i«aiT  of  Wu.  W  *;• 
the  eiecuttan  of  the  BrlUih  trealy,  T4L 

AsT  DuDiH**  home,  claim  (br,  TO;  in 

Apporiionntnt  Btii,  •»  Ealia  i 


n,n4. 


AppropriaUoiu.—Bm  for 
coBtlderad,  SCO  ;  rarloi 
bill  rwsnnmitled.  8Sa 


BepreeeaWlia;'** 
.'4. 
appiepriUlOB  it  W 


,ia  to  tha  public  eniagsmenl*  «;  Bl"™?~' 
10  Honaa  la  not  to  paaa  aa  •Pi'raprtiWM' 
latter  of  coaf«,  (KT;  amfBitotBt  ip«|*  ' 
1  the  BoM*,  mored  to  Urike  ool  iH  "W^j, 
La  mlnt,(«T ;  motion  lo  itrike  out  u  WW^^V*  , 
irpoee  ofbringlng  the  policy  of  •la*''"  *^T^ 
^pngoant  to  IrglalallTC  dnUei,  Wl  **"* 


AlfMlMirar.fll:  MaAnlirin  of  (h*  cUl«it*  •wtb 
dt  tb*  Ohio  BM ;  DB  ■  mIut  Ibr  BHDbdi  of  QninM, 
iH;<iimitaB<>gniilia'fcrUMHaiM,tn:«  Ptnt-nid^ 
MT;  «irl(tit((i(tk*Bon»nla(intBlTMtlto«l«;<a 
tka  ■dmliriin  <rf  Tinmwii,  1M. 
lMt^H«r>««l£UM.~OB  tha  piiMfirfrnMII  fton 
the  S«uU  ta  kaiwtpiwmta  tte  HtMTtlMa  to  lb«  Bnk  of 
Uh  Unlttj  Btmtm,fn:  nnam\tttlmini.Ki;  twIom 
rifteOgM  to  tka  bULlTti  no  ariimKit  Inknrofi 
tiuk  OH  badedaecd  from  Gnat  Biluu,tn:  bohok- 
tltl  fat  •  bulk,  m ;  plu  DikeciBMltatlaMl, '. 

!•  1^  nS;  Hi 

bu«ll>  >U  pub  tt  tlw  UbImi,  sni  Un  ibinM  to  n- 
eimioiittad  «•  too  importut  la  pia  wittoat  illiiiilmi. 
IT>;  atk«  ot|}«tt<iBi  vriBd,  ITli  OIUM  of  soHUlBtln 
n^HtlBg  DHDopollH  fkm  t»  oHBDHrRlia  momapoOim, 
ITS;  10  nadant  imhs  for  nsoounlkBaB^  HI;  knit 
of  manban  If  tlu/  ham  not  sfland  tlialt  oli)aellaiH, 
lT4;matloalinraeDmmltiB«tIoat,R«j  pntoDllafloal 
paaagB,  tT4;  tdiwlag**  wd  dliadnaUcoi  e(  imakm, 
n4;  ti  tha  povM  of  cataUlaUsc  ma  intmtoaUi  tonk 
loated  bf  tha  aoMlllBUBB  In  tba  Laflaktara  sf  tha 
rBlt«dBlatMTaaHlda»datlaBcth,ire;  rnlaaoriBlu- 


whlcheo 


U  baaad,  ftTA;  ceoanl  walkta  eluiaa,  STQ;  Yvriooa  u- 
■«an  to  K,  STE;  tarmarbuikBopraeadaBt,  (IB;  tUila 
■ot  a  bill  to  bDiTOT  moaay,  tit;  tha  clHia,  "All  Im 
naeoHBrj  and  proper,"  &«>,  doaa  not  glra  iii*Wiw»**i  dla< 
■ntloB  to  CoDgna*,  Kt;  Iks  OaranDioU  It  nl  Umlted 
aBd  aDUDaratad  powar^  V7fl  ^  aomaqnaikaaa  c/  eonaldar- 
lag  that  tha  powar  to  boirov  aatbadtta  tha  onatloB  of 
maaaa  (•  land,  HI;  ratlwu  stjactlOBa  tuiad,  STT;  dU- 
tinotlan  batwaen  a  povar  atmwarj  and  proffr  toi  tb« 
GoTanunaBt,  and  m  ponr  naoaaiazx  and  propai  fin  axo- 
eaUBf  ak  akuaaratad  povor,  ITT ;  eoDlaoiporarj  aipo- 
rftloiB  (^  tka  niiUttnUom  BTTj  If  tto  ponr  la  la  tha 


B  to  rwwiBmlC  loat,  «TS;  bill  pat  01 


Uttta  daabt  of  the  Btmtr  of  buka,  nS;  BO 

1,  1T>;  Buj-  CoBsraM  aiHolH  ai 
in  tB  tba  acuUtnttan  bat  i 


of  it,  and  wUl  loek 


tba  doetrina  of  bnplltd  povar  kai  baen  a  bagbcBi 
tataj.  tit;  danger  of  ImpUod  power  don  Dot  adaa  fro 
H*  iMuiulBt  ■  ne*  prindpla,  tl»;  not  aianlilBg  t 

velia«(nnt,«I>;  If  tome  iBtaipretatlon  of  the  aoB 
totloB  maj  to  Indolgedt  bj  what  iBlva  la  It  to  to  f 
aiBad,  XSOj  Coagnag  mar  do  what  la  hiwmitt  to 
•Bd  lot  wkloh  tba  ooaatltatlDB  waa  adopUd,  If  sot 
pDfBBBt  to  Batnral  rlgbta  or  rcaerrod  powaxi,  960 ; 
tba  b*k  la  IboBdad  db  the  frca  oholee  if  thoae  who 
It,  and  tUcUx  oaeful  Is  tba  people  aod  goTeiBmeD 
Ubeid  oonatriKClaD  1>  natnnl  ud  mlt,  KO ;  a  pratu 
tloB  la  Ikvor  of  lla  aalonaitj  to  1 
BAccarit/  of  a  hoBk  to  other  Oori 
■koBld  anddenlj  break  onl  bam,  la  Congraaa  to  prorlda 
tor  Itl  tan;  oljeeted,  that  Btea^tf  la  the  tTroBra  pka, 
MO;  how  doea  Coognaa  gut  tbe  ligM  la  gg 
Weatara  TerrltoiT,  191;  [a  the  eatabUdnnent 
tlonal  bank  a  Tlal«nt  ralatBtai^mtatlaD  of  tba 
tloB,  t&l ;  are  corparmla  povon  Inddeotal  to  thoae  which 
Oufrcaa  Bar  aiartlM  bj  tbo  coiutltDtLaB,  981;  Cdb- 
graiia  buj  exardae  exoliialTa  Ic^latloB  1b  entalB  [daeaa 
a  bask,  SSI ;  tha  promhla  to  tba 


Utban 


taqilflt  an 


\a,aSl;  < 


mar  axaniia  aO  mwaiy  pa>>«*, ' 


Staleo,  IM;  aeoa^tr  of  pi 
S9a;cwaiBl  weIferedaaBs,18«;  Imvp^m  ^^m.*: 
ftdUtrafbomnrlBgwnllBnlTB  tbe  TlaitaB  tsln^B^ 
abladebt^WT;  a  geegn^leal  Mat  illililw  Itir^— ' 
oppOBtBti  ct  tha  Biiaiiy  3S7. 

la  Congreaa  Teated  v»b  pnrcr  ts  r>^^  ^"^^  ] 
eoBtalaad  In  tbg  MDf  eoHldaiad,  WI ;  «bt  i^M  ■<  : 
tiHaoampaajaitiorlBtkftBevi^BBOterartihiT&l  I 
Bot  asjor  lodepeBdoBtaf  tt,a8T;   thabiak^^ki   j 


'-'- --'-•-r  f  "ii^  iMkiilTa^ 
bomw  maotj  la  aem*  U,  wbleb  k  ba^  caa  ^S- 
bankfl  anlf  an  raUabla  tot  bonwwto^  iiiaBi  j,  **;  a^ 
tkwal  beak  >a  the  Bitiiiir  nuaiia  fcr  tbb  olK 


OBB  port  of  tto  UbIob 

Ml;  thia  daaaa  iBserlad  Ibr  a  paitteihr  |aiiyiiw.  HI- 

•ipadlentT  af  a  aaUoBal  baak,  m ;  dlTl^H  af  if^ 

In  FhDadalpkla,  in ;  iBatBBOH  af  Int^tad  pnaaoa- 

olaad,Mk 

Utvben  Tary  widely  la  thatr  oflBica  at  Ite  tif 
doaef  thaeo>«BDiaBt,ir'      '      " 
tnToUed  ontwnd  of  tha 
tba  valoa  of  that  papor,  tt 


Ike  pilBdple  of  the  Oovai 
agraad  that  tha  powaita  Bot  aztnari;  (naiad  b*  i» 
I<lad,  jet  It  la  Bot  agreed  aa  toth*  partlsalarpHtrti 
wblcb  thla  ta  an  loddent,  M;  laUtuda  af  pttB<h 
premlaed  npnbatad,  Vt;  tba  tgnn  not  oaljpiiiAM 

If  all  lawa  proceed  team  aipadlaiHT-,  wki«  1— iB 
of  tbe  OHMUIntloBl  ta»;  tto  Jdaa  tint  >a  iaylr«lw 
atoold  to  made  agalnat  tto  law  of  Hrtai^kcht* 
tUe  la  tha  mala  principle  of  oar  Qmw^l,  M; » 


'Vl«ir  of  pmMdeati  in  tlw  fcnntr  a>d  pnwBt  Oon- 
>tuM  wUch  ■»  nlM  m  to  JofU^  thu  muniia,  IM; 
KTBracDli  of  lu  idToiiite*  MoMmi,  tH;  Ui««  U  aa 
¥11  iiiiltj.  DO  aocMloD  for  •  iMtik,  IW ;  pnptto^  itf  Iti 
•d>op«ii>DR«tuwll>lt,tM;  HDna  of  ill  Ihs  usbbmbM 
tn.  ftfor  (tf  tba  mflSBunt  3M;  MfunHnCi  la  ftTor  of 
tbe  iDHian,  or  the  dootrin*  of  InpltotlliHi  smrfilend, 
8ST ;  iiathc>rlty  to  gruit  chuten  1i  ^iMnl,  IffT  i  pnan- 
bl«  or  Ui*  eoBUltDtloB,  WT;  otfaai 
'vraUhi*  clnH^  WT;  to  ncal*!* 
taniM  "  iiei— ly,"  ud  "pcopd," 
dleUoB  CDOridand.  )M ;  dHtrad  ft 
tilut  man  cmtioB  ud  «ilateD«  ol 
ared,  tSS;  das  It  not  Inlufen  wltb  tl^liU  of  BtatMT 
TOO;  Mp*dl«a«j'  of  th*  iaeuDT«  midddnd,  AM;  tb* 
ilcht  itf  aUnUnc  tbti  antkorltr  pnUtmMtMl. 
da>tk  will  t>«  tka  peul 


t«iat 


mlltj  eouldtnd,  MM ;  BlaekitoM*!  n)H  of  latwpnla- 
UoBiSOl;  irluit  l«  tt« mwaliigaf  lh»  word "niiri—ry," 
Ml;  rnlHot  BlHkitoBaqi|>ltHl.MI;  tUi  nodaofli- 
tarpralatlaii  DomiMml  vltb  tti*t  af  oppraianta  of  lb* 
iMiuk,  908;  tha  uagaof  CovgniaDoiiildand,M0;  BBaa 
of  the  Vaduml  CoDTtDttSB  MUld(cod,SM;  bo  nuk 
oouMquBeaaaanumopoljcaBnult  fr«  thabUlfSflfl; 
CoDfrot  oaaot  glra  tiHhrt1friit|niiThnn  bad,  eouM- 
and,  SOB;  the  kbb  of  tha  ConllBai    '  ~  ~ 


eoataadad  fbt  voold  mBnilliU  Om  a 


ol)|astUH  lUnatntad,  Mb, 

'Wumtb  iBd  paaaloo  ihoald  ba  aidndad  frsm  thli 
qnaitloa.  Ml ;  tha  poirait  prapoaed  to  ba  gtran  do  Bot 
•sM  uleoadaal  to  tha  lllMrpor■tloI^  Mt ;  Tiitouar- 
gomaBti  -"—in-i,  Ut,  SOT ;  dafHIi  at  tha  bOl,  MT; 
piorloiu  lutUoa  morad,  M8 ;  hill  pUMd,  M8. 

HoUoD  nudo  la  tha  Baiiato  to  aielida  Bank  atBaan 


a  ftoB  BoBth  GamUiB, 
o  tha  ml 
1;  oBoffldalooadnetif  thaSacntaijof  the 
1,«6. 

1,  Bcuitor  bom  IMawai^  i;  m,  tl&  M; 

«  Jndkdair  Commlttaa,  Bnt  CongnM,  U ; 

~         ~        a,  flrit  Oon- 

ei  d  il*«tlB(  -^T*-'*'.  10 ;  on  mica 

BvATTT,  Joas,  BcpntntitlTa  ftom  Kaw  Janaj-,  41%  MT. 
Vmkut.  Jon,  elaclad  Clark  of  tha  Honaa,  SI,  >U,  Ml 
Bt^,  AHL— Dntf  on,  oppoaed  aad  ntjaatad,  S*. 
Ant,  iiI*0M4p»r«ar.fat»tllai  or  aaaka,  M;  dn^  oB,  H; 

BmoH,  Baim;  Bopreantatln  ttoa  Hair  Toifc,  n,  ItBi 
>&8,>lT,tU;  aa  eaDUBlttaa  far  MoapUon  of  Pr^danl, 
IB  naapUea  of  Piaddaat  to  tha  Haoaa,  n; 


Tn**ai7  ahall  maka  Ua  rapeit,  ITT ;  • 
srlmlnata  among  thapnbUe  oradlton,  IIT;  praridM  In 
Ommlttaacif  thaThota,*!!;  MTataneyln  tha  Pr^- 
danar.  MB,  ITO ;  on  the  itanp  of  Ameriaan  eolBa,  in. 
lanoB,  Lbmou,  BapiaacBtiil'rg  Dram  Soath  OuoUna,  lit; 


EX. 778 

Sa»,  JTaMy.-Powar  U   oilginata,  110;  do,  anivlUd-* 

■tiBdlng  MBUnlttae  oidarad,  IW. 
^KOHui,  Wiuua,  Sanator  from  PeBnajilTagla,  ML 

Blah, ,  ibuaan  ahaplaln  of  the  Hobbb,  tU, 

Bi-an^  THBOiHmos,  BsprMaatatlT*  from  Tltibila,  n ;  n- 
DarhioB  dntlea  on  lmporta,18;  on  dn^  oa  Hadlia 
Wlne,niOppaMaadBtraiiBltbae(H;  itfaidi  dotf 
OB  wlk.  Ac,  vwqnat,  W;  ptaatnt*  (pplhatloB  gf  Tlr- 
itloa,4I;  nmark^dT; 


HOB  flratdlmfteamaBt  betaeau 
a  UniltBtlon  of  the  ImpoatMIl, 
TB;  lBth*pair«i(ifthaPnaldaBttoTaieT«<iaeen,BT; 
farthai  lamarka,  tt;  iM^raa  tha  power  of  Coogreae  to 
ntntte  aatht  of  Slate  efSceti. 
wODwoiaw.  TnBiwT,  Bapreeaolatlie  ftnm  NarthCuaUa^ 
SB;  eneidaa  Mil, MS;  flnthar  ramaike,  tTI;  ScHtor 
fi«iBllaiTlBBd,IHL 
Blodw^  Tbohu,  BapreaentMlT*  flom  Noitii  OenUn^  dSi, 
mt;  the  rlffat to  Indian  landiwUUna  Btala,BIg; 
Mtrodam  bb  Indian  laadi,  HS;  oa  the  admMoB  <f 
tWTB, 


DMatftheBoaMtomaatlbaiBaBd  mbM  tba  eleetsnl 
TOtaa,  10  i  Biiai  aaala  of  dolM  on  laipoTti  pro;  wed 
brOngreM  IB  ITB^M;  en^^aa  IB  tba  debate,  M; 
flutter  ipaaab,  tit  oa  dUr  >o  dlaHllad  iplittB,  M; 
do.oaaw1*M(i,M;  oBdntraa  Ifadaln  wUw,  n ;  oa 
dntf  OB  hemp.  M ;  ftron  datj  on  taai,  O ;  nporta  on 
raoeptiOB  tt  Praddait,  U;  eppoaet  Ufk  dntta^  M; 
on  tba  qipUcadiM)  to  amend  tba  aoaatltatloB,  tl;  n- 
Tlewi  objactloBi  la  bl^  and  low  dntlea  In  R^id  to  eel- 
laetton,  W ;  an  bo  Umlt  to  the  Import  bill,  T8 ;  fBitb« 
lamarka,  M ;  nwrea  organlBtloB  of  auaadTa  dapait- 
menl,  BB ;  futbar  fetaatfca,  SB ;  on  the  power  of  th* 
PraaldaBlta  lamora  aOeen,  HB ;  wbatber  the  treaaorr 
aball  be  eompoaed  of  one  or  manr  oOeera,  M ;  oa  tha 
datleeof  Baorelaiir  of  IhaTreaour,  lU;  onprorUlif 
booM  and  ftmtllBi*  tot  tba  Piaddaat,  IIT ;  llutbM  »- 
maiki,ll>;  ea  par  of  Tloa  FraHden^  IM ;  praMaalB 
Oammlltae  of  WboIMM ;  OB  an 


OB  tha  amonpttOD  of  the 
Slate  delta,  IM;  futber  remaika,  m ;  on  tba  eonaUtn- 
1  ri«ht  of  an  attempt  to  dapraae  tha  lUn  ttad^ 


neolnOaa  tor  a  land  oSat,  MIt  M 1  <■  tb 
aftba  bill  Ibr  *  Bank  oftka  UbIM  etatM,  m ;  ^aaah  an 
lb*  bank,  *8T;  an  npert  irf  Savatair  of  War,*!; 
oa  tba  nUo  of  rapnanlaUsn,  Ht;  ftaitbar  i^mrka. 


SaoataiT  at  War,  Ml ;  oa  dbeteiglns 
teaoBdaJbat  of  Bt.  Clair,  m*;  on  offlaUl  OM- 
flaetatuy  ef  Titaanry,  «0;  oa  tba  pi^  of  aol- 
M;  aatbeaa(0tlhanBl0B,t«l 


a  the  embarfo,  dM;  ob  tha  lataHtr  af  tba 

with  Great  BrllaJn,  4» ;  oa  admltttinc  tha  deleple 
eoatbortbaOhlo.S»;  fartbar  dcL,  GBl ;  aatbaealBac* 
of  «nla,S4(  ;  on  IndamnlBeatloa  to  nithrembrF«Ba> 
arlreala  lOMrgenla,  UT.  S4t ;  da.  on  tha  Praujlmta 


■Up, Ml;  OB 

MI ;  aa  Uw  ndgeUmi  U  olulM. &■»;  oi  Uh riaki  to 

iBdlu  ludi  TitUi  1  State,  ns,  BSa 

B«nn,  BiLTum.  (ppsiiladli^  tbe  Buuita  te  sstuy  Jslm 
Aduoiif  UialcctlaBi*  Tla-Praldu^  10. 

Boom,  BnUAlml,  SiprHumlTi  tram  Blioda  Idud,  MO, 
tIG,  ts^  W,  US ;  an  UHOkdlH  Uw  uUnUiuliHi  teo^ 
OGB;  on  pool  nndi,  0ST;  a>«iAluTlltriiHmbfln<rfC«i- 
(HB,  t8T ;  SB  Um  richb  •rf  tb«  H<HM«  nUUn  ts  tmUlM, 
M(  1  DD  U*  taSiXmij  ud  Mid  ippfopiillsD.  IM. 

Bamii^  BBK:UJunDa,  StpnHnlitlTB  tna  Miichmtth, 
(U,  833,  ttl,  DM  ;  m  Um  Cod  rutuirta.  UL 


Wl. 
BtASLSr,  Bmmi  K,,  Betutm  ttaa  TamMBt,  >lli  WD;  4M> 

OK 
num.-Ou  tlie  Tigbta  oT  tlu  Hms  nlMlTe  to  tmUet,  (M. 
jrAiry — Cm  oT  Bobart  Budall  camldmd,  Mt ;  ehaq^ 

«e,  ne ;  ur«t  of  SudiU  ud  Cbuls  WUlB*7,  (11 ;  Unu 

(InnU  pnpva  Ik  diABea,  (U  ;  daUto  tbanM,Ut ; 

Atrthar  ttAtcxHat  of  th*  owa,  fll ;  ahargaa  agidut  Baa- 
il  WUtaar,<18;  paUllii 


iselog 


raport  im  ftutho 


'VUUiaj.  Rt ;  dabata  tbaraon,  SSS ;  VUtser  dJuhu^ad, 

«U. 
Bao«>,  Jiw,  BapraHBtaHra  tnm  TliflDli,  1TB,  lUt  SU» ; 

on  Qukrr  mamsrial.  SK. 
Baevn,  Jdeb,  Buit«  bom  Keatackr.  SM.  4U,  UB,  ML 
BCTAB.  NiTiuii,  BapnaentsUTa  fr«s  Korth  Cuoliia,  tU. 
Boca;  DAEriat,  KflpraaoBtatlrfl  from  Taraaact,  XML 
Byaag,  EDAaua,  BapraaaaUtlTa  IVoa  Sont^  CaroUa^  VT, 

II\Ma;  DD  lov  pilca  ol  itaplaa  in  Soalk  Can>Uiii,IT; 

oppsaaa  dntj  od  aaJt,  Sa  ;  as  loB»|a  datiaa,  SO ;  ftT<n 

•aaiitlTalotuia(adDU«i,54;  oppaHu  aB^  ttCl*  fiv  T 


Buuiaaa,  U3 ;  drliigi  In  a  bill  for  oompaniatlaB  at  nw 
baxa  and  offlean,  139  ;  cd  tba  right  of  laiCraalloBa,  14 
so  tha  -J—'-'—  oTIbrali^ei^  188 ;  oaa  jaai  too  ibor 


sT  tha  Qnakar  BamerU,  KM  i  Faaaarlrula  BSDOtlil 
niHiOBitttaUoiuI,  106 ;  Itanbar  ramaita,  t» ;  so  onmo- 
hal  af  oAean  of  aary,  Stt;  aa  a  aaat  of  Ooraa-ankaati 
SIS;  brthai  ramaiki,  tU;  oa  TBBifj  IB  tha  Piad- 

Bdbom,  Daman,  SapraaaatatlTa  mm  Sara  CaniUiM,MM. 
Bim,AA>Dt(,Banat«r  tnaiMaw  T«^  sot,  Ml,i 
iM*(Di,       -       -     


Bmu,  Fnaoi^  Bautoi  &«n  BoMb  CnUsa,  IS;  IN,  VO, 
SO<;SSO,Ml,Ht;an>B(n>to  tba  Pnaldanfa  vaaoh, 
OM ;  OB  oonaldaratloa  of  rasolatloa  ralatlTa  to  praaaota- 
tka  <tf  Fiancti  ttg,  0(6;  on  naotatliin  ralatlTa  to  p». 
MBtaUou  sf  Frauoli  Sis,  UN. 


OAWALUiaa,  Luoxai;  KapraaentatlTa  from  Xav  Intt 
ll,lTS,«C4a,»8;  OBaoaouDlltaatorapsitaUllr 

golitliif  oaihi,  tt, 
0omdl4t,  TiiOow,  duty  <m  propaaid,  M ;  adoptad,  M. 
OuiTB,  Thokai  p.,  BepraauitotlTa  lh>m  Qtaiffi*.  4K,  a 

on  coaUnaatal  tnopt  an  fToBtlBa,  GIB;  sn  la 


miilaMi^  TO,  II ;  SB  Ike  tmaadiaaiM  «  tha  tma^a 
talMlTa toftaaJom of  c naatlmia.  IS;  •■yaalC^ 
laad  aa  a  Mat  of  OoTiCBBas^  IM;    mathm  i^ 
IM,  lU ;  OB  Taaaaar  In  lh«  Pi 
■aoLL,  DuTBL,  BspmaiUalf 
<;tii(«>«'Cka  ?ii<aia,debatai«,lBl;  laaaAat 
lotanaB  af  lbs  Ualtad  nialoi,  Ibl  ill 


our  BeU,  Saw  Ymk,  ma  at,  landa^  to 

saptsd,l(L 
OMI  .UK/r  ITM,  Mfa^  SMl 
OLUBOaaa,  TiioiiAa,  BcfmsaBlatlTS  ttm 

W6 ;  OD  lb*  lednetlsD  of  aalthaa,  511,  OtS, 
Cuuf,  AaaiBU,  KapnaantatJTa  fna  Haw  Ja«r>  B^ 

M^4»;  OBtbanllDi^repi«aBtal]Mi,nS;  m  iliilM 

of  PraddaaLtU;  oo atteadansa (^  niiiaiaij  rfTa. 

Ml;  oBtlMndi     -       -  -  .  .      _      . 

OBlbar^etofdaH4I«;  iia  lliii  ■ awai  rflbi  rai»i 

Btataa,  «n ;  on  tba  pnpHaUaM  >>  Ih*  A^ca^  Va. 


Ouaroa,  OBoaaa,  TotM  fbr  ■  Yka  PiaaUMit  !■  in^  If, 
Tela  tar  at  Thn  PiMldaat  la  lIWi  SSI. 

CunoB,  Joan,  BaprtaaalatlTa  from  Tltibta,  Mi. 

CLdo*,  QMaea,  Sapnaaatatln  ftoa  ruiMjIiaili  ■, 
ITS,  W&  ;  asgagta  In  tha  iTIaniwlm  (■  ^jtaf  datiB  ■ 

lmporta,IT:   idi  iiiialiaiiiiilaiill d  maiiiinbl  ilid. 

*S;  OB  alaleaf  P4*t  milla  tBPaa^nMa,dl;  ■•■ 
talna  tho  ponr  of  tha  TVaiJdiiiittoTi^mii  mWa^ 


Oul,  datr  fliad,  «,  11& 

Cobb,  D1.TI11,  B^maantatlTa  froia  HaaviAaaat^  dS^  NT 

OodliAtHta.—. 

•adoadOibaila^BndfM  tli*n(BlBtloBaad|BT«aBn 


of  til*  fl»ti«niun  «uplo7«d  Ihanlii,  aniMmt,tBI>, 
tlan  toitrlksoatllnt  Mctigfl,8M;  pi<Bd|>l«  of' tb*  Un 
doobtsd,  ■boHDtroo  Deonp*tlaiii.<M;  nopowiailTU 
ta  CongriM  for  laeh  ■  puipon,  3M ;  tlM  nj*n»  to  li 
•DDpIo7*d  la  tMg  boimtf  la  to  b*  dnwn  (mm  lU  tli 
aonrau  of  laTuiaa,  UO;  u  ulhorllj  (1t«d  Id  lejr  |Oi 
■nunent  to  sianlH  ncli  ■  prinelpll  mold  l*4d  to  tJT- 
maay,  SCO ;  bwl  pcdioj  to  snMongs  u  oocnpUl 
'Would  dlmliiIibntbeilhiuiliioniu«tlM*(fnf*t< 
8&1 ;  tin  bUI  dou  not  oonUlD  tlut  kind  of  ■DCODTifBiiieiit 
^uentlKl  to  uttau]  dElbD04,  ttt ;  Uw  put  otUwMUoiul 
dslfaneg  deilTtd  Itom  the  AitwiiH  would  ba  toe  eeMj, 
SOI ;  tcihoiftbeprttprlFtf  orthflmtuoniiltibonldbcdfi- 
aKiiutntid  tlut  tb>  tnde  li  Id  ■  itHe  of  dt»r,  &B.,  HI ; 
tbitt  tbin  !•  ■  (7M«Di  <tf  datkBsa  iBiotrod,  Ao,  Ul. 

TIm  fliburlu  in  aanOned  to  UuHehiuatti,  irblgb  I>  ■ 
part  ct  tbt  Uolsii,Kil;  the^iin  maunaijtit  luudjMt- 
men,  ■  utci  klllng  HniRW  dT  pratMtloc 
B&l ;  uDr«  4iukoj*De*  to  the  enuDj  fron 
the  wu,  tbu  from  uj  other  Hon*,  Wl ;  >1 
tka  bill  1>  to  iTOld  Uw  biud*B  of  taOm.  te» 
iMKk  t>D  oiparitfl  Alb  beneflU  the  merduat, 


D,su:i 


111  peri  t 


an  mv  udu  b>  guMiHlNi  ^ 
lluMa  wko  sonfonii  to  r*c>l>l>au,  U 
no  dn?  ehall  be  Iild  oa  aiport*,  UN;  on  nportliig  drlod 
jlah,  the  oiporter  b  entltlsd  to  dnw  back  tb*  dot;  paid 
OB  the  Hit— thli  b  the  «bal*  lOMtlon,  SU;  doAeti  of 
dnwbHli  law  >bD«o,  «U ;  bill  de&BdodoB  tbiH  crDabd^ 
SBSl  It  will  loeraaM  theiiUloni]weallb,SHj  it  afbrda 
aaral  piotectlDa  In  time  of  wu,  IBB;  •b*net«  at  the 
flihermeD,  SOaj  produet  of  thf  Siberia,  8&t ;  utlo^>ated 
Inomig  to  eiporla,  8M ;  ednatice*  uiw  darlred  bj  tb« 
OoTorBBient,  iM\  mods  of  peytog  the  bonnt;  eipUDed, 
AS;  sot  1  dotlec  will  ba  abarged  to  the  pnblKlUl 
otbei  pi^U  ooaddf  red,  SSa ;  JuUeeonlr  liaik>d,>U; 
It  la  net  ■  boontf ,  tU;  we  aik  that  tha  dnwbadi,  la  ell 
t— "— .  ibill  be  efDiil  to  tin  moaaf  i*ealTad.  8U;  the 
aUowBDoa  prvpflnod  wUl  aot  be  greaUr  than  the  dmw- 
iMOk  OB  BiporUtJoB,  *U;  If  It  were  a  boapt/,  It  woold 
oalf  be  alBiUiT  to  the  lBds%»ia*  fnatad  the  land  and 
^rioBltual  Inlaratti,  MT;  bow  eu  Mi— nlmaatla  wa- 
tributo  lot  pntMttoatotbairealHBfrMaar  vhaa  no 
•ontrlbBttoo  b  made  M  isppoTt  bat  oommon,  wUsb, 
wUboot  It,  will  b*  tBlaed  T  lai  i  dlmtoaUon  of  Nrenna 
■howB,  U  eonaeqnenea  ofthe  hllnra  of  tka  dibeijea,  S9T. 
^tomOBajto  baglTab  wUl  eaeced  the  dBwliaak,A&9^ 
tUa  aoiplu  b  a  bwiBtr,  and  Cgngnaa  hai  bo  power  ts 
fmBtboaBtlei,aSS;  twoot  thneprorWoDiaf  tha  cOa- 
Mtotlan  (0  tb*  point,  ffiS :  what  wilt  Ibllow  tha  doettlne 
of  booatle^  ana;  foHdi  U  lbs  lUBUltotlon  agilnit  the 
dasceniiublaiariBttnat  wbicb  thedoolrtue  ofbooBtlM 
nbnrta,  SM ;  the  objeeti  of  the  bounty  mark  a  danger- 
ooa  Innontioii,  «B«J  It  li  bettat  to  Inereaia  tbednw- 
baek,  (  plan  «onipralundln(  the  uefBl  parte  of  tb*  bin 
wlthoot  the  oljestloM,  8W. 

Molbtog  of  (  booBtr  eioept  the  Bame  la  tha  bill,  W) ; 
tha  objeat  of  tha  hill  li  to  (Booangs  flibarman  and 
thirab^  iDanaaa  tbeir  munbera,  and  to  (STem  tbam  bf 
aertain  lawi  br  wblob  thef  wlU  be  kapt  undtt  du  n- 
■InlDt,  MO;  theas  polBti  caaildared,  SM;  the  bUt  pro- 
pcaae  to  oommiits  the  drawback  on  tha  aiportatton  of 
dab  to  a  pajrmenl  ob  the  tonu(e— that  no  boantf.  Ml ; 
the  bin  eontamplalaa  no  more  than  what  tha  marohaot 
!•  aaUtled  to  bjr  aiJiUnc  lawi,Ml;  the  power)  of  tb* 
U,  In  Tiilou  am*,  *it*Bd  to  fiantlnf 


BX.  779 

as  aDowanae  In  tha  aator*  of  a  real  ntd  pcdtln  boanlj, 
'  Itt;  tha  term  boaatj  Improper  here,  and  daea  Bet  <a- 
pnm  tb*  tMUa  of  the  blU.Mi;  eome  tblnk  Ooagnm 
ma^do  aaj  thing  they  may  tblnk  fsBdaolTB  to  the  "^ift' 
tral  UMiftra,"  Mt;  thUtann  enmloed  at  eonie  length, 
8M ;  sonaaqneneea  of  the  dotoI  Idea  adrineed,  HS ;  the 
power  Df  Coigiaa,  tt  eatabliibed  to  thia  latitude,  would 
■nbrart  tb*  OoTtnunoBt,  MS ;  It  tt  wnrth  j  the  atteBdsB 
tt  the  Oonrament  that  the  eod  fltberlwabonld  be  pre- 
ferred t  3tti  prirllaga  eaiefbllT  eecurwl  In  the  tnatf 
with  Oiaat  BrttalB,  MR ;  piodacU  obtained  In  axobang* 
lbrllaharedntlabta,M«. 

CoBgreaadoei  bM  poaaciitbe  power,  M4;  argomeBti 
Ibr  the  boonty  examined  at  langtb,  MS;  parbapM  the 
Btato  Laclilatore  ahosld  gtra  the  boantf,  UB;  Itaioen 
at  the  eoBitdtDUoD  gurded  ^alnat  partial  prffbnnoea 
eitramelr,  M« ;  It  it  poUti*  and  wlia  to  eiart  thie  power 
eTaBifltbeaathMJndbytbeaoBittntloBl  Ma;*ii«x- 
amlBaUoBoftarmantediMS;  dlatlnetloB  batwaea  bonb- 
tlta  and  diawbacka,  Mfl;  aigomebta  drawn  ftotn  the 
term  "  general  weUkre"  daBgerona,  MS;  geporal  wetikn 
and  partlaalar  venkra,Sn;  the  Inherent  rlgbttof  tbe 
OoTemmeBt,M>;patiagaortheUll,8W.      ^ 

Otfka,  dnty  oa,  n 

Coma,  FxLBo,  Jr.,  BaptaaentatlT* 


T^  KepreaeiUtlTa  bom  Onaeolleit,  4ST,  W, 
MM;  on  theri^UeftheHooioTelillTa  totr*atlM,)BT; 
on  tha  encntton  of  [be  BrlUih  treaty,  rai ;  on  the  admla- 
iloB  of  Tanaaiaea,  TfiT. 
COLB,  Iiuc^  KeprSBNitatlTa  Itom  Virginia,  U,  113, 45<,  <M, 
Oammirtttf  UtnUtd  fitotot.— Baport  of  Saerelary  of  StaU 
OB  tbe  prlTlleget,  and  n  '  '  ' 
el  tha  United  Slat 
408 ;  nete  oa,  «S8 ;  proeeedlngi  prertoiu  to  tbe  adoption 
D(tbeeoB*t]tntloD,4M;  doty  to  lae  IT  iseb  meanrH 
eonld  not  be  taken  ii  would  be  promotjre  of  thoaa  oEh 


debato  thoald  be  eoBllnad,  dM ;  Qml  Britain  and 
Fraae^  Iha  twe  power!  aimed  at  to  tha  teatrietloDa 
ptopaeed,  «M ;  an  aemrsto  and  Impartial  eomparlion  of 
the  commareial  eyitoma  irfthe  twoeotintrtea  In  relbrenoa 
to  tha  United  Btataa ;  tbe  teat  of  tha  atdldlty  of  theie 
popodtiaaa,  IM ;  reeolb  of  tbe  eamparUoD,  dH. 

Bhealdany  thing  be  dona  at  tbli  time  la  the  way  of 
aommania]  regnlaUoBi  towardl  rlndleatlng  and  adTana- 
Ing  onr  nallc«al  totorem  r  M» ;  Navlptlan  Aet  of  Sraat 
Britain,  U5 ;  to  allow  tnde  to  regqlato  Itaali;  la  not  to  ba 
admitted  la  a  IBailmBBlTeraa]1yaoBod,4W;  hbtory  of 
AmarteupoUey.dWi  trade  batwMB  tb*  Unltad  StotM 
and  Great  BiWaU,  esBiMered,  4M. 

We  abonld  Mt  npii  Ot  IbTodBg  t<  the  rresdi  and 
BriUah  BatloB,bnt*todyl«daaatwhtohwoBUtoBdto 
tbe  prvmotloo  of  oar  owi  oomoMtea  and  Iba  totareat  of 
OBI  own  BiTlgBUoih  MT ;  whiab  nonld  mOIr  moat,  tbe 
Uaited  Btatea  er  Brtat  Britola  I  dOT;  tbrea  fbaitha  of 
ouieTUmelideilTed  from  oar  ■gaunerca  with  Sreat 
BiitalB,  MI ;  onr  InlneaDne  wlto  Orfat  Britain,  ex- 
eepllDg  aune  polnta,  b  ai  ftrvnt^  ii  we  sen  ex- 
pect, US ;  a  JodidoBB  lyitom  of  ngnlalloBi  wonld  be 
of  iBdaito  adrantaga  to  the  maritime  futenat  of  tbb 
eonntry,  MS ;  prlDolplta  to  rc«*rd  to  trade,  *» ;  the 
MtUeet  la  dlildad  Into  narlgathm  and  mtBabetoiw, 
Mi ;  narlgallon  ooBUdond,  Mt ;  baneflla  derived  from 
tha  conmiaptloB  of  SnropeaB  manB&etnrea,  4T0 ;  en 
the  trad*  belweeg  America  and  Onat  Britain,  ITI ; 
Axed  prlndplca  and  ragnUUsni  by  wUeb  to  proooto 


•.dT); 
light,  dTl;  tba4naatloapo*tpDn*d,dni 


Coo^jlc 


■■■BIM  i     aOn<    ttat  ■  HBllritUI 

Nfuct  bUk  fcr,  M> ;  I^Ju;  nd  Ixntt  nrlilaB  fta 
taTlB(  BriHA  HnuB,  MB;  OMa  if  *mr*  i^  Mtan 
< ;  BOBdoet  of  GnU  Biltate,  W  i  fioTBB- 


tolapiKt  kbUt  -[T*-^  — "".  °* :  otHt 
oilT*  PrMldut,  IT ;  ts  iMrin  TIa  Praldi 
MivUea  iKdHvd,  tl;  appoMM,  «;  M  AfnltlM  of 
Ii4MnlaUM««M  <J  hf  ■■■itny  af  Ciltoi  MMm, 
*«1  tmtkK  

■  to,  n:«rcaMn«DM«uk8«i- 


a  dnA  bOka 


I  ExMstlta  D^rKfaiata,  M; 


to  dnft  bllta  IB  pv  <>' Bwmlwn,  IM 
■MBt  or  *lud  WBiA  1ST;  a  est 
MBfliibUliTelUlntaaMIt  of  SoTcnnM,  lH;ot 
SmiU  to  dnft  u  addiH*  lo  th*  Fntldcnt,  1« ;  of  Sa- 
aUtataln(»*  >dll  addMiHl  to  tli*  JotMur  Aet, 

BeoM  w  mUnHbtd  bitfnHi  of  tb*  iMt  Hiriim,  in ; 
to  vA  npan  Ah  Pnitilnit.  IIB ;  to  pnpi*  u  ■jtiw 
to  tb«  I>raUHrt,  ITS  i  of  Scut*  to  diM  u  unv  to 
UflPnatdcnt'iiiddnii,  tUidM^au,  ftnt  ConKru^  MB ; 
■tBdIsg,  appoliitad  kr  lb*  SpHkar,  SU ;  oarala,  SUj 


In  vbt  ttTloUaa  FnUeol upeetad  U  llv*r  11«i 
b  trt  tbMMad  dtilo*  la  pnportfam  to  tlia  Mnf«M 
at  tk»  Tlao  I^hHimI  T  IH  ;  nMBiben  dnoM  kaoT  lb* 
iBti  It  wtkb  th<r  *»  Iiald  la  ordat  to  ngnlita  tkalr  (i- 
paaoH,  lid ;  tba  pv  of  th*  PreMMt  *1iobM  I«  (tul- 
•duoHHiD,llTi  ndd  th*  n^rtltatloB,  h*  m  ro- 
cdTa  BO  othar  MDotaiiiMit,  IIT ;  tha  pcoTWn  Im  Iha 
npon  ftir  pajlns  tke  axpeoaai  of  tnimntad  ulMc^ 
konaa,  (anltu«,  dart^  ksna%  doca  not  laar*  tha 
rnddMtlatbatftoittga  ooDUapWad  ^  Ifaa  MMl- 
knd  plata  ahaaU  iHwtjt  ba  pio- 

ba  iIIoiTtd;  ntfber  can  b^  111; 


Han  IDr  U(  MrrtoM,  IIT ;  mnpBHtloa  alunld  be  i 
aotdlBc  to  wTloia.ud  Uw  Pnalduit  aUowad  toll 
m  ba  plaaMd,  113 ;  than  iholld  be  proper  dignt^  i 
tadiad  to  tb*  aOnt,  US ;  noUoii  Is  iblke  out  aniui 
ntad  utielaa,  bsraaa,  &«.,  Mirlfd,  UB ;  Bottsa  to  itrlba 
oat  Iwtmtj  and  laaart  tbtr^  tluniaiid  didlDa, 
do  diTldad,  Bnt  carried,  IIB ;  Tarlooa  ma  pro] 
HI ;   If  *e  tMw  tba  >trl>  In   vUcb  the  Pro 
■hnnld  On,  maaat  of  paj  mnM  ba  aej  to  detenata*, 
111;   aiperimant  oalriaB  tdl,  lit;  tK,«Oa  nd 
totaat  It,  III;  nrloM  atina  fcitber  amrfdsrad,  IH; 
9K,*00*dopl«d,m 

Omprntattaii  tf  Tloa  frtMtmt  aooridand,  IN ; 
tC^mn  per  umm  In  qnaittrlj  parniMt*  rtpartad,  ISO ; 
a^hlnf  iBtba  coBrtltatlonilnablniartgbltoaHkiT, 
110;  noted  to  Mrlba  out  KDN  ta  ordar  to  alio*  h1- 
atrvhcB  ba  act!  ■  Pnatdsnt,  aad  dallf  paf  ftrtai- 
Tieea  U  Iba  Bedalo,  ISO  ;  fsOOO  li  out  af  proporthn  to 
tlB,<NM,IU;  llihould  beapeqigtiialailarT  aghataai- 
paatad  to  nmita  tX  tb«  Hal  of  OoTanungnt,  lad  ba 
T*ad7  In  SM  <f  datth  W  tb*  PnMdant,  110;  ■ 


pMtlini  h  U  ba  wadt  «■» ; 


■  vUah  tadrtDM 
Ui;  iObwOom  Isit  aad  mgiari  laipi^lka  tyi 
ta,IK 

Av  ^aimar«anJJtijrniaTnlf»HLLi  Jliiitl 
■tx dsOan  pK dar aad br  BTarj  taiatj  aAta pi(B 
•d,UI;  rii  pard^kr  SvuCon  aad  tn  kr  b^ 
•aBtaUna  Bared,  U* ;  a  ditlBCtloa  Bad*  to  tki  (■* 
tatlw.  IM ;  dhwfmlaaftMnipowd,  IV ;  dtedakalB 

panri^lab 


pUad  In  tba  coHtHatln.  m ;  wAm  ahphtp^ 
Benalon  mar  sat  ba  oMabwd,  IM;  ■*  MH— b 
L^Wadre  eeaeana,  IM;  mnBiiali  la  ftnrtf*- 
ertmbnDo*  tenaMand,  IM;  da  US;  dMMOMB* 
ad  In  TBtay  polnte,llB;  a  dlav^ataatlBa  vm^m^ 
ndlr  bea  pUdkbfur.tM:    ■  BCHan  HfMlH  ■ 


ntkn,  *&,  m ;  aorad  ta  itilka  oat  A  ddn  ■  n 
of  nHmben,  in ;  object*  aftba  monr,  11* ;  <b  Ua 
toofalcb,U8;  preaentuutBaa  la  aualjaif  ledAi^ 
maBtarr  proeeedlls,  tM;  motleB  toatzOaiatMB: 
bin  nporlad  lo  tba  Honae,  and  uond  tn  itrika  Mdt 
dalkn,  asd  iBert  Ir^  ISl ;  rix  tao  b^  18:  a- 
rider  tba  priBifplaa  ipoa  vUA  Ike  Pnridtat  M^ 
and  Damben  are  to  ba  paU,  1>1 ;  bilibiij  ■•  ■«• 


pnnned  vS  (MM  lir  BjhB  ^ 
pnaeal  Btodo  |«ad-*a  dk^a 
mamben  be  taidnced  I>  fnM  1^ 
b  «»;  pabne  tbluk  At  a^a  » 


manr  nppeaa  the  bOJ  ta 
aUairaBea  not  iberteB  aaa 


OmffTM.— Dar  o(  nteetUf;  ( ;  BOla,  4t;  lanii^lw** 
jonmftit  tnihni,  10;  adJonniBMBl  of  krtiiMKK 
eomiwBBCIoaofnwmban,lli;  debate  aa,"';  H' 
mnabera,  IK ;  debUe  OB  dlacHmlBatieB  la  PV  •(■> 
beiB  of  tiro  Honaa^lM;  MimpeaBlM  rfairt* 
and  ottean,  l!t ;  debetc  on  amoaat  e(  ^,  I"!  ** 
•aadoD,  ar^loBTniBeBt  vt,  ItT ;  kkoA  mM.  d>  ■ 
ot  wbn  lira  rf  ■!*•  » 


I.  ITl; 


■Ion,  ISl ;  Onl,  clned.  MH ;  aaeoBd,  IrK  M 


greia,  Ml ;  ftnrtli,  Drat  icBlen,  ESt 
OmuiMHd.— TMe  ftir  PreddaBt,  Ifl,  W.         ^^ 
CbaiithiKim.— AmeDdBMBt  at  prapoMd  by  '*^"' 
bowtnated  br  tbaHsiHe,4S;dtbat*o*IXM*2 
m;  on  tba  freedom  c*«o»d«Be^  lil;  ''1*'^^^' 
tloD,  in;  debate  IB,  U8;T0teeB,l«;>>I"    ""* 


^•MdMMt  If  Iha  COMtttOUM. 


Ofrntttlia  JUelteiM.— IXUU  <mBi«  ntAt)im  th»t  imiUM 
BoMh,  mtBba'  if  thi  Houa,  kal  ban  xm  jtui  i 

tMMMt  t(  Ik*  umud  nam  •(  tk*  ttM  gf  u*  aiMiiMi, 

M;  ii>MuU«r)feBottk,H;  WM lb. Buttt •  dU- 
MB  <f  Aonth  ChnVH  dntaf  hh  aliMaM  la  Iai«p*t 
n;  tf  Uw  knif  ttaBttU  tested  Um  U  ba,  tliM 
MimU  HtU«  lb  qoMlta,  tT ;  la  tlM  gulhiMa  (UflUg 
M  a  iMt  In  tha  Hinw,  or  Im  h*  bxa  mhb  7*b*  Ib 
th*  (jBltod  HtUs  rn ;  qwUtlM  of  B  dttaa  aad  IB  allu, 
n ;  to  Tuenia  a  dttua,  illaglaiiM  la  Dnt  daa  to  tka 
vbalB  nattcB,  N ;  vtat  vai  tba  ilttnttlan  of  ttt  paopla 
•f  AmailM  Tkn  Um  dwlatloi  of  tkalr  illa^vioa  took 
plaoat  M|TUnof  Vr.lIdlini,WioppcitflaTlainof 
Mr.JaA»B,n;  t««b  •draltUDB  Ur.  Smith,  M. 

HMfOMItt^  ASbtrt  ffoBoNit  to  a  iHt  H  tha  BaB- 
■U,  aoHfa«d,44B;  oa  tba  tatlOon  of  Confad  Karla, 
Mporiad  tliat  It  naalB*  with  Kr.  O,  to  piota  Ut  dU- 
nMUp,  Ma :  keta  itafad,  MS ;  lAo  aluD  apaa  th*  pn>- 
•anttoaandaoaclDdaUiaarpniHaCaT  MI;Iti.  G.waa 
■BlabaUUnt  of  tha  Daltod  Btatai  b«fin«  tb*  paaea  of 
ITn^  tM ;  all  prarlou  lawa  i'Fa|iFiilliif  allaaa  mm 


jwntiaB,  Ml ;  tha  doaMaa  of  tha  old  kw  atfll  tIi- 
taallrtii  Ibn*,M*;  a«h*f  otJaoUou  erMM*nd,4D<>i 
n^  td  Kr.  OallatlB,  4U,  UH,  fM ;  Tota  of  tha  Biaiata, 

Ooom,  VIUUM,  BafraaaataUTa  fren  Ha*  Toik,  «t 

Osnr  ■■  SBaaa%  Kaaoflal  rfhatoa  tt.  Mi. 
OajLsa,  J— i«i  RapraMmtaltTaltDn  HairlaBl,  ML 
Om*  jraatML-aanat  arUda  of  iMatf  wHMn 
Ci>M«<a«iaaaAiOiltawaal  HavHaT«a.C«l 


Hjii  mil.  Tan  ma,  niimliii  n ¥aawiJinnilW.1lt.lKt,lM, 

OB  MBunlttaa  Ibr  MBdneUng  loeeptlaB  of  PnaldaDt,  11 
DAwaoa,  Vautx  J.,  RcpnaaatatlTO  ftom  North  ""-""i 


DaTTOV,  JOKITBAV,  BcpTS 


LtatlTa  tmtn  Mn  >orae7,  (It, 


M ;  in  kTor  of  tha  atI*nd*Bsa  of  tha  Sae- 
ntaiT  of  Var,  WI ;  in  dlaeharglBc  aonualttao  an 
bat  of  Bt  Clair,  MB;  on  nduHoo  of  tha  airnr,  t 
a(kBowlad(ia  tbaakt  oftha  Hmae,  «0 ;  oa  the  aafi 
tnUoB  of  BtllWi  dabta,  aM ;  afalBat  eiHtlBa% 
eBbafia.im: 


;  (■  ftTnriifthnMntntiiirimi 
tbaanaj.Mt-,  oB  admlttlBR th*  dal(«a(a aoMh <tf  thi 
Ohio.  MO ;  OB  admlBiitsrlac  tha  oath  to  th*  dalofali 
■nth  rf  tha  OUo,  Ml ;  on  tha  Pnddant<iipt*«h,  Ut 
OB  iDdaaBUoaUou  ts  •oBonn  bf  PeaurlTiBla  laanT' 
(•Bla,  MT,  OU ;  ea  PanBijlTaala  iBmrgaati,  W 

nlain,B»;oafaleTeBseaflatl«r 


a  of  tha 
I  tha  admladSB  of  Tcaaaaaaa,  TDt,  7SS ; 
aa  tha  ullltaiT  aad  naT*l  appioptlatlOB,  TH,  TtS. 
DuiBoaif,  Hmr.  KapnaaataUT*  froai  Ifiaiiliimilli, 
dSB,  BIT,  Mi ;  OB  thaaka  to  Oaaaral  Wa^aa,  tU ;  OB 
tha  laBaa  i4  tha  Bona  nladT*  to  tha  BiUU  toaatr. 
na^Itl;  aBthaadMf  "~  ~~ 


m 

IkbaMt,  an  AntiM  and  bapoit*,  IT,  U,  BT,  B8  ,  < 
aHtof(DTenmHnt,14ll; 
to  Honaa  Mil  Bxtag  ant  of  (OTf 
tha  How*,  m ;  an  bubbbt  In 
^aaaoiy  ahall  maka  a  report,  ITT ;  on  an 
daaft  ipoaah,  IIB ;  on  advlialaB  of  raportare,  im ;  on 
oewaof  Uoltad  8t*t(«k  m  i  on  leport  of  Seentarr  of 
thaTnMif7,1M!  n  the  natoialliatloa  taoa,  1M ;  oa 
ttaaMmpttoa  at  Blala  MM,  mj  ob  the  raoapdon  of 
tha  addroM  of  tha  Citanda  ai|l*c  tha  dlaeontloaauc*  of 
tbatl**atiBde,ll)t;  pabaoaUoB  oC  BTT  ;  m  a  tnllltaty 
aMablWuMnit,  S«a ;  on  tb*  detat  of  Bt  CUr,  m,  SM  ;  on 
tiia  radootion  cf  tha  anB7,  MS ;  oa  official  eoBdnst  of  th* 
BeoretarTrftheTreaaiirj,flg;oHlhepayofMldlerai  Wi 
onthaoamnaieacif  theCntled8tat«a,4<U;  oathav* 
wtlhAlgiaca,dTB;  onie4a««raUoaarBntddidebli,<SS; 
on  Boa-lBtac«nna  «tth  Great  Britain,  MS ;  on  tha 
•mbaisa,d(t;  oa  tudemnltr  Ibr 


amth  <tf  tha  Ohio,  lU : 
BBlj  on PanuiflTaBla b 

bm,  BB 


to  PrealdaBl'a  vettit. 


radaetlen  of  lalaile*,  BTl ;    on  Tholaai 


BU;  OBthaaddrMtalhaFrMldaBt,MB;BobertSan- 
dall  Vlbair  eaa^  M ;  «  ippieptUtlaiia,  ns ;  oa 
T^aatr  with  Qreat  Britain,  tSt ;  on  liliiilali  ii  of  Taa- 

JMltfOLt  aam,  milt,  1« ;  Manmpth^  tt,  W. 

Arfowr^  Tota  IbrPndden^  10,  t8&, 

IMtgiOm  fivm  TtrrUoFfM.— Report  on  the  oredatial)  tf 
Jaoe*  WUta,  BapreatDtatlTa  of  the  tanttorr  Kuth  at 
tt*  Ohio,  B9i ;  BBooBitltDtlaBal  to  pandt  th*  datsgata 
to  debate  and  not  to  Tola,  EM;  tha  law  lara  ha  dudl  ba 
a  nacBbai  ot  Oongraa*— on*  HoM*  It  not  Cenciet*, 
bflBoe  the  d<dapte  nuf  Tola  in  both  Honaia,  BSS  \  coa* 
atltatlon  Diak«  no  prorUlon  Ibr  aoeh  a  peraoi^  On ;  Ul 
prapar  title  la  to  a  laat  Id  th*  Baoate,  Hi* ;  tha  Honaa 
can  admit  Ihoeo  whoaU  npidi  lalawAillr  eBtlUai  to 
■  (tat,  eat ;  tj  whom  wti  ho  to  b«  pail  t  tSS ;  aip*- 
a*ntta  admit  th*  ddi^ta,  BW;  th*  Home  baa  tha 
rl^toaonanltiir  admit  anr  oaa  to  dctiata,  bat  not  U 
Tiil^  OW ;  aa  aot  of  th*  whole  IqiUatara  rc^nlalla  far 
thalntrodaetlaBafadal*(ala,ei>i  an  act  ot  tha  lefUa. 
tnre  hnpraoUiahlB,  BM I  he  hmarighttoatrat  Rnndad 


the  aonriltDtiafl 


idmlba*aHhBhaniat«r,  UO;  repeat 
of  the  eemmlltee,  SH) ;  morad  that  the  deltfato  ba 
reqnlied  to  lake  u  oath,  SSI ;  tha  Rmatltatlan  ra- 
qnlre*  oidf  memboa  and  tha  oleA  to  taha  an  oalh, 
BBl ;  tmpRipor  to  damand  an  oath  ot  a  dalagat*  at  Iw 
canaot  rota,  BSl ;  motloB  lott,  OH. 
Ddtt,  Obdbbb,  BepmeatatlTe  from  Idairlaad,  <s;  WT,  MR 
tparlmtmt*,  enemitiT*,  debata  on,  SB  ;  of  Interior,  ia|nl 
■atlon  oC  prnpcaod  at  a  homo  department,  IS ;  of 
Blate,  otgtntiatlan  oC  prc^icaed,  SB ;  naolTed.  Bl ;  ef 
tzvaenrf,  organltttlai  of  propoaad,  30 ;  of  war,  orgWl- 
tadoD  i<  propoaad,  SB ;  ofthe  treaniij,  orgaalutlanot 
propoaed.  Ml;  debate,  M;  thiea  eoniniliijonert  «f 
tieaanrr  Toted  down,  H ;  eieontlTo,  raeolntlDB  on,  M ; 
dCLeommlltee  oIi,M;  of  State,  on  remoral  of  the  Bea- 
ratarj  b;  tba  Preddent,  IH ;  af  war,  IW ;  do.  Ull 
ordered  to  be  engToaeed.  100 ;  ofthebnaaaij,  debate  oa 
dnti«  of  the  Beeretarj,  100 ;  home,  UT ;    propialtiM 


bM  oontlnBlBg  the  embarfo,  BOO ;  oppottt  r*> 
f  Ihe  Indamnltj  reaolDtloni  to  eommltta*  <■ 
don  of  BiflU  dabta,  BOB ;  on  admittl^  th* 
ionthottheOUo,0U,Bea;  Ob  the  PrealdaBtl 


DOEnmoa,  Fbiludh,  ftuutiH  tnta  ] 


.irJuH]r,Hl,M, 

Trtatw^,  nport  tf 


iMKrtiiWiuMm,  ia  pabUe  endllon, 

iMMIM  QXrtt,  d(b*Ki  OB  dnvbKk,  <S ;  dnlj  on,  propiwd, 

M  U;  dutfOB,  111;  «M  i>uMu  1^  Impgrtl. 

2>rawA<icb,  (h  Dmtif  on  ImpsrU. 

DvBLMT,  OirromD,  elscUd  doarketpcr  (tf  Houe.  H,  lU. 

IIhMh  od  coto-fln,  Uld,  U,  U  ;  uUKtkiD  o(  bill  npoRed, 
SI ;  an  Impart!,  UU  lnjtBg  tho  Hme  couliltnd,  15 ;  Htr- 
]Kt  broughl  bi:(bn  thn  Houh  bj  Mi,  lUdUsn,  » ; 


W«: 


la  adoplad  Is  ITSS,  H 


;  Effoct  af  falgli  doUft  on  imiigglliig. 
Uianoik,n,  TIj  dalMta  on  lUnlticc  iba  Ulna  of  tbiblll, 
77 ;  mmendmant  piopoed.  Bl ;  wltbdnvn,  88 ;  ubotbai 
BMTod.  01 ;  bouliig  oTlha  drtatt  npaBpmlcctlaD,  kbU,  M. 
DiMet  on  ImjK>rt4.—I}tb*tt  on,  ti ;  ImporUaca  at  tha  nb' 
}oct,  ti  :  dancltiK7  of  tbt  TnHsir,  tt ;  ttao  propoaltiou 
bj  Coagnm  In  1TS8,  nUlalda  tUT  •  bialh  U  ;  banto- 
fon  mpproTsd  br  Iha  Buto,  U ;  lonugB  dnUia  oddtd, 
SS;  iM««ll7orthaiiHHan,SS;  matiDD lo 111 Uin bknkt 
ofrUaorduirupnipaHdbTCoagnalD  i;S3,U;  OU- 
IBC  t^  bluki  ibonld  b*  poilpoiMd  onU!  tbe  bniliiaB  !• 
iDon Duton. M ;  Immedlita  Ulliig  not  nrnn—Tj,  M 
tba  propoalUon  aouidend  Id  ■  nrrana  light  •teae,  M 
WJttttD  of  tba  pUn  propoaad,  H ;  its  linipllcltj,  94 
■omatbln;  mora  Uuu  »  temponuj  meamre  abould  bo 
■dopted,  M;  llat  of  utlclM  na  wblcb  duUM  tbanld 
ba  Isvled  propoaad,  S« ;  ■  alsglt  iritam  ambndiit  tba 
looat  nutarUl  And  prodooliTB  utlclu  la  b«at  ■!  prcacDt — 
•  pUti  comptlalDg  ftU  is  ■  work  of  tlmt  ud  luijon,  U ; 
to  aaUbllab  a  parmanent  rvgnl&tioii  noir  ii  moat  Htia- 
llictoiT  to  tbe  public,  in ;  lln  per  eent.  on  all  Impartt  «- 
GoptlDf  a  tew  vIlcleB  abnraaratad  Ibi  apedflc  datf  pro- 
powd  in  nSS— Elw  blgtoir  <^  tl>"  ancient  vorld  ibewi 
protacllDD  ta  damBitlc  muntketurca.  K ;  tha  laatgitnc 
hud  uf  tbe  General  OoTernmeot  iboold  eitaod  to  all 
munfbctDraa  of  national  ntlUlr,  tS  {  an j  araUm  of  im- 
porta  muat  be  fonndad  on  tantunl  conuoalon,  St  {  the 
mrand  of  eocoiira^lDf  a^cnltore  akoold  ba  oonalderad, 
at,;  of  Ibti  na  baia  tha  monDpol;.  M ;  oommerct,  lalxiT 
■Dd  Induiti;,  ehonld  ba  frae,  vltb  soma  cicopdooa— 
•rerj  nitloD  ahould  bara  mcui  of  defence  within  Itaeli; 
*t ;  Impoata  Iha  aaalait  a^ilem  of  raTeDue,  H  ;  bnt  in 
what  muiier  aball  it  be  done  T  M  ;  apooiflo  daUaa  on 
anninenled  aiilclaa  dealtable,  2d  ;  ■  political  nKaaeltr 

Tenue,  2T ;  what  aiticin  ahall  b«  taied,  what  anwaot 
of  mono;  wUl  each  yield,  ud  Id  what  muner  ahall  Itba 
eollecied  r  ir  i  tbeee  qneatlooa  ahonld  ba  tha  *Dti)e«ta  at 
twB  Mlk,  ST  :  Id  Ujlaf  dnUea  lAara  tha  qaantam  it  oo- 
aaoerlalnable.  tbe;  ahoold  be  low  nther  than  high,  IT. 

Sum.— Fifteen  eanta  par  gallon  pnqnsad.  ST;  Oftaen  too 
high,  ten  tDOTed.ST;  commlRaa  not  prepared  to  aniar  on 

eoDragemant  to  numofiKturaa  In  their,  preaent  feeble 
Btate  would  be  a  tai  on  the  pnhlicfDT  tbe  baoefit  of  a  few, 
IT ;  what  article  ahall  ba  aabjact  to  apaclllc,  and  what  to 
ad  voiorem^  dntlaa,  and  on  what  prlodpla  ahall  tha  dU- 
crlmlnaUoDbemadef  M;lf  themainobl^ila  raTanDe, 
conelder  wbeBadDljialaldhowikrlt  iiUkeljtobecDl- 
locted.  !S ;  Snatn  centa  per  gallon  od  rum  Dujr  tempt 
■magcllD^  SS;  It  li  one  third  tha  coat,  SS ;  the  hlfhst 
nun  cao  be  colleetad,  S8 ;  raTeone  ia  tha  preaenl  ot^leet. 
■.id  nini  li  the  moat  prodoetiTe  anicle,  n . 


•d  la  a  Ull  aMXKiTaglnt  n 
^BenSj,  U ;  { 

am  rtpiaUitg  UtMit    bentnfon   laid  so  a 
^Irlla  imporlad  from  abroad,  abd  '■jf'V  ■ikmi  li 
Blaad,  aDd  ajM>  cpoB  aphtia  diatiUed  vliliiB  Iha  I 
5talea,ooDaidartd,sn;  anaxriae  tav  u 
MS ;  aDaqaal  In  Ita  operation,  W 
£iiglaDd.!SS:eo 

pie,  aU  I  pieaent  re 

tandeacy  to  proaote  """Bn^'^r,  9A3 ;    i 


ab)e,«U;dlreeti 
COB  ba  adoplad.  HI ; 
ba  eijdored.  Ml ;  >bi 


rdea — two  oanta  hif h  enough,  n ;  i 
■cUoD  ahoDld  be  adopted.  S» ;  If  molKXa  it  land  tj^ 
becuae  the  dnlj  on  q4rita  la  high,  a  nccr^ry  efUh k 
bnidaoed.ni  tbianUoor  dnlr  la  aaequal,!!};  UtO 

^1rlta,B0;  IfapaitieulardutjbeAnhaciioBaoeBHkr 
tl  the  Union,  11  la  part  onljeTa  Beaten  borlafaia^ 
npoaall,S(>;  te  tbia  dntj  mHwoa  to  llBBTkiutBti*; 
let  n  dnwbHk  of  thii  dBlT  ba  paid  on  all  nun  upeM 
SO;  eight  caDtaliDara  than  a  third  of  tkt  c(^  ifaa- 

1b ud  higher  than  the  dntf  on  nia,81  ;Mi  oMk 

mora  equitable  ;  thli  prlndpla  now  Hied  naU  oxT 
tliam  thnugh  tbe  whole,  81  ;  Hied  a(  di  tcal^tl; 
IfaradnctlonlBinadaonotlHTaniclei^thera  itaeU  >■ 
one  OD  molaias,  n  i  the  del;  ia  not  nted  In  r^r""' 
to  other  artielea  ;  the  redamon  mnat  dapead  ea  Iki  r 


Itaelt;  « ;  Bb«ld  ao  rata  aa  (•  n-k 

aofth.BnTfgnle.S 

aho 

awn  bottom.  T»;  tl 

high  to  ba  collecte 

tba 

neeeadtrof  a 

drawback  on  connlr 

jvGooi^lc 


INDIiX. 


■m 


l>nMliiU»i»lcni)M  ;lf tha  uporlBtlDB  rfmnliiirn  lilm- 
pad«l  MlBUwlnfflih,!!;  tfa*  ugnmentl  of  th*  ulTO- 
•Btaa  i>fai«dnsaddntr,Tl;  di  o»e>  cliu(«d  le  flTt,  n. 

JfiuMra  Wl»*.-~Tbinj  teaU  patpatd,  m  It  oorre*- 
poodi  with  Uw  nl8  ffii  cant,  on  lbs  Tulne— >  primEpls 
BOW  idmlttcd,  SI  1  ^f  MBtt  pnpoMd,  u  Uie  utJela 
UftDtBs«e«u7  ol  life,  and  It  U  dMlnbi*  to  nUH  lU 
tiw  tflTonna  from  Inporta,  SI  \  tllj  «Dtt  prohibitory, 
ei :  Elu  dalf  iliaiild  be  ueordlnf  to  the  rekUve  nine 
of  tbe  artlole  it  tha  tlmg  imd  pim  of  ImportatlaB,  Bl ; 
•oatof  vliieHtlmUed,S9i  Ihlit;r-t'>n*  oenti  labeUtut- 
•dl,  n  ;  dlKrfmlutlon  oa  >U  other  Hlaa,  ta ;  dUoilml- 
aulon  not  prap«  at  tU<  Hme,  39. 

Sugar,  put  oa  lame  footing  •■  molaua*,  M. 

Setr,  ait,  and  ]>arUr.—Tbla  nmnftctnre  ahonld  be 
•DMan<ed,89;  sine  eenti  maiad,  M  J  tbi  datj-iboald 
ba«obl|hu  to  gin  pnforaDca  to  Anwriwa  bwr,  88 ; 
■  low  tu  will  mlK  moner  monch,  89;  nine  uoti  pra- 
Ubltoc7.  BS  i  pnblblUDB  will  IncniiH  the  munbetnra 
asd  »du»  Uie  prloe—enMiinct  law  DutaiUl,  M ; 
•l^t  Mot!  flitd,  U. 

CtuxUML— MoTod  to  Urlke  got,  U  j  It  li  oaoMMi?  to 
eoDtinoe  •nooorattDi'nti  began  bj-  the  Btita  QoTem- 
nuDta,  9i  I  a  miaJl  onfloongament  voold  pUee  tba  ar< 
Ucla  bajood  oonpetltloB,  39 1  If  there  wu  mnoh  Inpor- 
tatloa  otth*  artlda.  It  ihonH  be  tued  tat  the  uke  of 
nTaBtie,30L 

A«l,iHH(r«tvU— ABjda^o^Dnwbeud  ImpuUtlc 
3C:  mondeeenliig  ofabonBt/, 30  j  a Uttle enoonng^ 
uent  woold  (^unlah  abandaoee,  BQ ;  eocDimgeaieDt  of 
the  ottloet  of  HloDtIng  Uie  utUe,  39 ;  the  imaUst  tax  on 
(tool  muld  be  ■  bniden  upon  agrlcnltare,  an  later- 
a*tiiioetd(aerTbi|Dt|>n)lectlon,39;  eondJUoa  of  Bonth 
Canillua,g3;  looil  eootldemUau  must  be  got  lid  of  39 ; 
what  opanlee  to  the  beneSt  of  one  part  U  aWibllahlBi 
naaAil  lutltatlona  will  operate  Onallj  to  tbe  advantage 
of  all,  89;  illtj-all  »nl>  a  heairdutj  oa  ^rlooltnre 
and  "'"'"-I-  arta,  88 ;  llud  at  Ofty-ali,  8& 

Stmp  ana  Omfu^k— f ollsj  of  lailnf  oordag*  donbt- 
bi,  St;  •Up-bnlldlBg  of  national  lDiatHt,88;  datjon 
hemp  moTed  alao,3tt;  tf  nnriinirnaaaTj.  an  ii  tbf  other, 
M ;  Mill  of  tbe  ooontcj  lU  edited  to  hemp,  3«j  a  dntf  oa 


poller  of  taxing  either  dooblfUl,  SO ;  eootherm  SUUe 
oalealated  to  niae  bemp — protootloD  to  hubaodrr  Im- 
poMaiit  ai  to  BMiBiitaetum,  89 ;  dkiUnelloD  between  tai- 
log  maau&oturaa  and  raw  materlal»  88 ;  no  amooat  of 


.  for  Ita  growth,  39;  the 
(bearteu, 
I  any  In  the 


lDlt,M;  flDB  tier  land!  < 

ill  datj  would 


world.  ST ;  a  HE 
It,  97 ;  agriculture  tboold  ba  eDcouaged,  but  not  at  the 
eixpflnae  of  ahlp-buUdlug,  8T ;  fytij  centa  nurad,  ST ;  en- 
aofliaglng  the  Httlement  of  weitam  Undi  will  enoonr- 
age  ahlp-bnUdlng  man  than  a  bovnt;  an  hemp,  II ;  a 
low  Aatj  will  eixonnga  ita  growth  In  Bouth  Carolina 
and  Oeorgla,  ST ;  If  hemp  left  out,  oordage  ihould  be 
aleo,  38  ;  a  low  iaij  at  Unt,  88 ;  Oftj  canti  And,  33 ; 
Immediate  eneouiagemant  oontandod  ftir,  D^ 

XaUi,  tpOm,  <tc.— Tbli  b  a  lai  on  the  Impnrement 
of  eitatea,  SS ;  Ilka  a  tu  on  hemp,  would  lucrgua  Che 
prfoa  of  ihlp-balldlng,  88 ;  an  DDtqiul  tax,  88;  In  a  Utile 
time  tba  home  lopplj  wonld  equal  tba  demand,  88 ; 
Btedaoa  laglalatlTe  aaililance,  39 ;  nlkijlng  the  dniT  win 
do  no  Bmtetla]  Iqjiirr,  88  j  one  cent  per  pound  fixed,  88. 

8aU,t  ammiuj  of  111^  33;  pneeut  prise  high,  83  ; 
aneb  to  be  depended  OB  ail  Mum  of  nreoumSt;  thta 

BgeouDt  would  be  auBeienl  to  eatabUab  Ita  nunuftetBra, 
W ;  thla  tax  nnpopulai  and  u^uit,  8S ;  It  will  daaaa 


unob  dlMtlAetlon  wlU  tha  naw  OotarBmeul,  8» ;  dia- 
■ttafoetlon  will  ba  onl;  partial,  «0 ;  the  tax  not  nnrqual, 
40;  laiea,  to  b*  jBit,  abuDid  aBHt  all,  aa  Ibii  will,  «0 ; 
the  good  HBia  aad  Jnatloa  of  tba  pe<^de  to  ba  tnuted, 
40 ;.  to  be  eouUered  ou  tbe  principle  of  Jutloe  and  pol- 
ler, 40 ;  it  fkUa  on  all  alike,  la  part  ef  a  ayitaui,  40 ;  bbj 
dieUBctlon  la  In  ftror  of  tbe  Bonthem  diriajon,  40 ;  If 
oj^inaaiTe  to  the  Weet,  the  e^nlUbriBm  li  mlond  bf 
other  artlelM  Ib  the  aralem  of  nTenne,  40 ;  bo  law  bb- 
Jnat  and  oppreieiTe  ahould  be  made,  41 ;  aoeh  tha  dutf 
OBialtwlll  b«  MBildered,41;Biadatilieanta,  wltha 
drawback  ob  aaltad  provialona,  41. 

f«u,  a  diierlBilnatlBg  dul7^  IkTor  of  AmerieaB  bot- 
toma  propoaed.  41 ;  alargetnde  now  qnngupwllbtba 
Xaat,  41;  polls/ of  the  meaiure  doubtful,  4S;  iteot^eot 


neree,  41 ;  the  obI  J  adia; 


kta  of  American  pro- 
e,  41 ;  It  would  afltard 
ipaniN  la  KDtope,  41 ; 


Ijtooo 

dsae  were  exported  In  thla  I 
protectloQ  agalnat  the  larg* 
dntj  fixed  aa  propoaed,  41. 

Ctoaf.— Coal  caae  from  Eurvpe  aa  ballait  ao  cheap  aa 
to  preTcot  the  working  of  tha  mlnei  In  Virginia,  41 ; 
three  oeBta  fixed,  41. 

ScaU  qfdtMt,  moUon  to  redno*  as  loo  high,  44 ;  tba 
Biale  wlU  be  found  aol  too  high.  44 ;  oertainly  too  btfi  to 
bewel]Bllected,tepeclall7]Baearfia,U;  gfKtor  ma- 
nse can  be  obtalBtd  fyoin  a  lower  Hsale,  41 ;  hl^A  dallea 
prodnee  amuggting.  44 ;  high  duties  now  will  lead  Is 
ammgliBg,  and  oppma  certaia  dllieni  andStaleafor 
tba  benefit  of  other*,  91 ;  higb  daHs  niiio  a  leniple  re- 
nfvMof  the  allowanoa  of  a  drawbaek,  fi§ ;  high  datiia 
Impi^MT,  baeauio  thej  are  Impolitic,  W ;  Bontken 
Btatta  willing  to  oonsant  to  modente  duUie,  and  give 
ararr  eacouragemeat  pcaalble,  bat  not  coOHUt  to  great 
oppreealoB,  N ;  ara  the  dullee  too  high  or  Bol  1 9> ; 
what  are  tba  obfectaof  aoTenmeut— reTiaie  ouaif 
tbaflratTtt;  if  tbereTtnue  ejitem  frlin  with  opprea- 
riTO  weight,  It  will  ibaka  the  IDuadatloBa  of  the  OoTtm- 
ment,  3D ;  what  we  maf  reaaonabl  j  expect  to  oolleot  la 
the  point  to  be  eonaldered,  00 ;  tbe  ebaln  of  ideaa  npoa 
which  the  whole  iBbyct  laanipendad,  80;  alltbenHH 
nej  ahould  bo  drawn  ftiim  Impoat  which  can  be,  90 ; 
ntaofihedutlMiSO;  Ifihe  •oleliredBBed.thoaBaBBt 
of  nienne  will  beiniufllclent,  81 ;   direct  taxotton  and 

Ihelncrtaae  of  oui  Im- 
uhlgNSl;  IheobJeeta 
IM  woicn  [he  maae;  u  neeoed  are  moat  imporlaat,  91 ; 
direct  taiM  ate  tha  altenaUte  oflowering  the  aeale,  M ; 
aierj  artlole  Mandi  aa  well  aa  paialble  nniler  the  infor- 
mation poaaeaed,  91 ;  tbe  argnioanta  of  the  adroivtea 
of  low  dutiea  ooaaldercpd,  BS ;  thle  a/itcBi  compared  In 
amonnt  wilh  that  of  Oieat  Britain,  98 ;  aigniiMBti  tt 
the  adroeatae  cf  high  doliea  eeuldered,  OS ;  a  but  Ol 
r*TtiiB<  oflleen  raqolnd  to  uolleot  Ugh  dnllta  would 
leave  Uttle  for  tha  Iraasurr.  Bl ;  AiiMrii*  luie  tbwIb 
wall  edited  for  amsg^lBg,  94 ;  eAcUof  hlghdntlsaon 
the  menelillle  Intcnat,  •* ;  tha  Impoel  will  be  well  eoi- 
Itotad,  Bl ;  whaterer  la  ]bbI  and  right  the  people  wlU 
Jndg*  of  aad  comply  with,  (9 ;  if  rarcaue  li  our  pri- 
mary ob^ipct  aad  other  owaldefatleBa  eeeondarj,  vo 
ahonld  do  aotUng  to  openU  agalnal  tha  principle,  99 ; 
•Itteet  if  tba  eomioltlea  ia  to  ralae  reienoa,  S3. 

4(Mom  jlOvM.— Dutf  oa  tbelr  impoitatloB  nnred, 
n ;  not  to  be  baatllr  Bonaldared,  TB ;  Impoet  hill  ob  geoda 
not  pIopM  to  ombraca  thla  aabjuel,  T8 ;  tha  buUob 
aboubl  eomprehend  tbe  white  alara  aa  wall  aa  black  Im- 
ported tmn  tbe  Jaili  of  Europe,  74 ;  no  right  to  flirntidar 
whether  the  Importation  la  proper  or  not,  aa  the  eohttlta- 
tJoaglTeatba  power,  14;  the  principle  of  Iba  bill  lata 


Minl(TU,n;  Uuwkgta  tartuMk  gatwoirttna 
Stita^ «Uik bw tkdr  Ml  pnp«ltaB  c(  Mmtam, 
n-,  Inporf^  1  dmtr  <■  Ik*  tmp«Mla  ^  ten  tlH 
•ppunoMiifMantHMMlaf  tt,  n;  ilMcn«*n|0»di, 
atj  SOB*  wlUilm  tb*  pnrUin  gf  Ika  Ml— U  an*,  Uw 
MUvoaldba  [ ii^itnl,  H;  Ika  BotlaB  AhM  be 


pniarlj 


n;  I 


■  pVwMthfH^la 


11  not  ot>l«t  to  bigb  *dlH, 
n;  thaal4eiitofthaUl]UUi*n-M«*NKtia(Rt<«pBb- 
ItaCNdlbinwtbn  llnlttnglt  lUka  it  Ihit  cndft,  TT ; 
ta  PHI  ■  Ull  to  dmr  i*nnM  tna  th«  paople  wltbmt 


•rIglDMis  of  moBsr  Ulk,  TO ;  Impoiribla  to  proTlda 
fcr  Ui»  otdTCto  of  Um  UU  it  K  !•  limtlad  to  ■  fcw  7«H, 
n ;  *  fBhin  CocgtMi  mif  npad  It,  TB ;  great  can  ni 
■•HHH7  to  jtittm  Ui«  pitiidpl*  af  nWsg  hmm^  I>' 
TiDlaU,  TB ;  than  tn  fnat  danaBdi  tm  tkt  tntitvj, 
ttd  »  doeomcDta  to  ibaw  irbat  thaj  an  i»  wlat  th* 
nTUint  bltl  tIU  pndscB,  n ;  ttaftt  of  i^d^  tba 
Mil  parpetiil  li  tbc  loa  af  poww  to  erl(lB«ta  BMB«f 
bOli,  aad  Urn  aitsadJnc  Iba  nTema  abara  tba  iliimiili 
tf  OoTanmiaat,  It ;  ■  tampont7  UmitattOB  woald  In- 
i^Lra  CDnBdADoa,  TV ;  a  parpataal  ava  tat  iBtaraat  abwa 
would  dcttraj  an  bopa  nl  paytoabt  tt  tba  ptiMlpal, 
and  iboa^  aradit,  T> ;  notUaf  bat  a  fliad,  paraaBaKt, 
■yWaai  can  (It*  aecaiItT,  Tl ;  psbUa  sradlt  will  Bat  ad- 
■dl  a  t«iiponi7  tot,  W ;  ■  nwann  <f  tbb  kbd  Moat- 
nrj  to  neondla  aanitaii  to  dUkrat  paiti  at  tba  biO, 
H;  tftt*bwl>MdapatpatBal,tlvlBaaaaatBaMTU 
lar  tba  daMli  paid.  W;  tb*  ~ 


i(tb«  lav 
wttlicwt  a  UmHMlon,  81 
ntf  thslai 
D  ilioiild  ba  parmaiHat  If  tba  lav 
laBDt  parpetiuLW;  no  niaaaa  U*  with  a  Bmltattoa 
(an  pn>tiabl7  bs  KHBd  on  tba  1Cb|IUi  Matato  booka,  n ; 
motlmi  wlIhdnwD,  awl  aoothar  niMttatad  Sxln(  a  4^ 
fcr  the  tirmlniUnn  o(  tlia  ast.  udeai  Mbarvlaa  ^rldad, 
Ac,  M ;  Utt«  part  itniek  oat,  U ;  meOon  paaMd,  U ; 
ant  dar  of  Job*,  ITN,  AiM,  9L 

Dotiea  u  agnad  la  c«iifti«Dsa  with  tha  BaiMe, 
lUj  bin  hT  UyliK  addHonal  dntlH  oouldarad,  BM; 
Ihna  aenti  addltlaul  od  Mtt  oppaad  aa  oppnadra, 
BW)  Itlabettar  tbaa  a  land  tax,  GM;  bo  tueooM  ba 
to  nnlTtnallj'  upupaUr  h  Ibli,  tot  j  nJaaCad,  BM ; 
otbar  datlaa  eoaaldand,  M ;  ou  and  a  half  eanti  addt- 
ttonl  laid  on  ooal,  BOt. 
jr«H(rtiiAira41Wa«aa  and  £4|Ciud  Avar,  dntr  on, 


eltfaatloB  to  an  aildaa,  MI ;  tba  prlaelpla  t*  a 
iattlad,  NT;  aaaagealn  Atk  at  thadstr,  Mt; 
nifwl,liae;  muh;  naadad,  »•: 


an«t  tba  otiJaBt, H>-,  If  p«oa  e 
mar  ^  ad«<nat»'  tttmeomm, It 
botMrta  p«tpoH  theaa^ac^Bl*;  i 
tk*  bm  loat,  BU ;  BBBdaf 


4S;  otlaoti  tf  tauqa  datlaa,  tf;  i 
fram  thlrtj-  to  twoMj  ««ita,  dl;  tl 
plkhad,    W;    BMthan    pndrnta   < 


ba  aBowM  mow,  B*j  hat  Uttla  dl 

dtf  of  tha  aaranl  Stataa  for  aUp-balMlas,  St;    Ikk 

•TCfir  port,  BO;  paopoaltkmtslajadatratBf^aaBlap* 
tea  OB*B  Taaaal* wMIr arlo  part^owMd  hj  ■lluM 


tiM,  B4 ;    If  londant  • 


Mt  ailaa  ftOB  th*  «BopaphkkI  dMAa 
rf  tba  oansb7,SB;  tha  Btataa  aipact  Coagnaa  to p»- 
taot  tbalr  dtlieu  Is  tha  piftj  aaqobad  niidar  BbB 


p«ti  ct  TliflBla,  altboa^  tba  tonaacc  dalr  la  tiriia 

■  U^  Bt;   tha  T 

daddad,  BB;   twa  ; 


..Go(. 


tt  ud  TlH  PnaUnt,  Otj  atwcnuU* 
iHqB««oa  Ukdr  to  foDsv  t  AUm  of  iholes,  US; 
>T«d  to  Milk«  aM  lUrtr  Ufa,  SM;  IT  pMribb,  tlw 


to  o*rttfr  tLa  uuBM  of  Bnlcn,  IW ;  no  penoa  can  b* 

fllrl  on  to  diHhBi))*  (Djditrlv  lb*  (T.  &  who  d«« 

»M  Moatv*  aa  (ppMitMMat  &«B  tk<  U.  B^  MS;  IT  Con- 

(MM  canBot  obB  apMi  Xu«ntl*M<  <90B  whoa  MB  Utj 

esUr  aM;praTMoaiBp(«pw,aM;omtlM«OBlniT,llU 

aaiaar  aa  aadoa  Mnm^lsa  nor  dafiadl^  to  Iba  Xi- 

■anUTaa,  884 ;  dmUod  ta  itiik*  oat  loM,  SM. 

iHUVOBTB,   OuTMa,  BeBitoi  &IHB   CeanaatlHi^  <^  1(8, 

■Bl,   na,  880,  Ml,  ao,  Ml;   ortnad   to  inteia  Um 

ilnin  of  a  ^ooouB  ta  th«  Baula,  Aft,  ■{  ■NolaM  oo 

CoaulUaa  do  Bola^  ta  oaa  at  itinifttnrBiit,  Ont  Oon- 

gnaa— on  aleotlBg  Chiplala,  M;  ifpolntad  ob  Jadl- 

■lair  OaamlUati  flnt  Chcnm,  10;  am  aomBltM*  oa 

tUlaa   tt   PiaMaat  whI  TIa*   PiaMut,  IS;   4dtT- 

aHd  la— !■  bam  tb*  Bauta  lo  tba  Booi^  tt;  laport 

apea  tba  eammuaamaat  of  tbatarm^cAeasf  Pn«l- 

dut,&B^lTl;  onuivBrtoPnaldaBriq>faeb,fiM;  db 

asBildantlDa  at  naolaUau  nUtJTa  ta  pMautattoa  o( 

frmoh  Ua,  GSS;  on  main' 


Po•^  IM;  uiBOBncement  at.  Hi. 
afcUiiiadi  ^  JTtHMv  Biwumrr  Ite  IIH,  «S0. 
Aie<H£aiH,I>*bB(a,iai.    &a '•AaMw  »  Av"^"  Btxl" 

haad  of  iMiMlait  4p<riti ,' DHmorial  OB  tlie,  8Ml 
AWh^-Sh  Datl4t  OB  Import!,  munbatand  lobaceOt  WT. 


lUadt  Ml  tbrei  BOTod,  W  i  foBBdad  Bpon  tb*  eoMUbi- 


aboBld  be  tddad,  U ;  |«Bii«u  taotloa  vltbdiBVD,  w ) 
MV  iBMtM  taaatabUiUi*  DaputaaM  of  Fames  Ai^Un, 
«•  of  Ibe  Tmiaix,  oaa  of  Wu,  M;  Dcputnaat  of 
fonllB  A&1»  acraad  to,  St. 

Utdt^fpUnMmg  Ui  <l|bMP,  U ;  dmOob  to  atarlka 
•at  -  kr  tba  Praridaat  wttb  tb*  adriu  of  tbe  BaaiUa,' u 
■naaiauT.Mi  Boaariou  laaaoB  acBlut  tbalr  liwartlDi, 
H ;  lU  po«c  If  ippolntlBS  la  tba  flft  of  tbf  Liflililan, 
aatiMSMnM;laanlBh[laroSoar,B4;  tb* irgidi onlr 
npHt  tbia*  Ib  tb*  ooaatltBtlan,  W ;  in»d*  mnok  oBt  by 
•  nt^M 

^«av  t^  Aowwol  In  tbo  PraddoDt  doabtad,  M ;  Im- 
poAaimt  thao«1rBioda,W;*bittba  ta«a*«iiaB*i*  <f 
■Bob  u  liMrpiatatlaa,  Si ;  •baolDlal;  aiwiiaiy  tha  Pra- 
ddast  ibnld  h*Ti  tbapomiofi*BioT*l,8I;  IfanodloaT 
•*B  bi  ruMTtd  obIt  tj  ImpaacbmaBt,  b*  boldfbl*  oOce 
diiili||OBdb*bnl«r,BIi  II  do**  Bot  ooadit  wltb  tb* 
latart  of  UJnp  tbat  ImpoacbDunL  ihould  b*  tba  ohI^ 
no4*«(i*aoTil,BI;  Iba  panr  (ina  la  tb*  Bioalaiv- 
WaOlVWctittuataiTaaldbaalBMBt  B^itoir  If  lb* 


bad  tba  povar  gf  m 
aoald  not  flT*  It  oBt 
•anttnwODB  of  tbaaai 
tba  oalj  mad*  otntof 
ottbk  part  of  tba  M 
•aaa*  tba  partr  wbo  a 
Bonl,  anl***  otbwwti 
•tnoHoa  doa)d  ba  ^ 


Wbol*  OB  tba  bmu  I 
"To  ba  iBBorabl*  Avti 
Ualtad  Btalca."  KM ;  dal 


wj  ba  fraatlf  abuad, 
■Blda;  ailtlirilMt,  C( 
lt,lW;lbaiata»rftbl 

■Mat  BBltaUa  pefaga,  aa 
brtbaaoMtltBtloBBit 

alta>kara,lMiirtblar 
net  Taitad  aj  irban,  li 
tba  dapaHouat  tba  Ail 
pneadaat  of  tba  kndlTl 


DrtOKKTI  I>>partm4 
tut  dapirtnuint  ba  Ib  i 
Boaid  oTCoDUBlaXoDat 
BwntaiT.K;  aBoari 

tbaa  a  alafla  oOaai,  ' 
TiawuT  ti  tba  «on(  < 
-wllb  ■  alntla  iBdlTidu 
wnapaBdbUl^  Idb  B 


anppott  at  pubUa  a 


a  dabffszoB*  InBDTBtk 
of  tba  HoBia,  lOt ;  to 
Tllofca  of  tba  Hona 


-  Goo'^lc 


fol  mbWiT.  SOT  MMBtunti  Iht*  sa  tHvitj,  110 
powtt  of  arlclBltlag  mM»7  bUli  han  li  >  iiend  de- 
p(Mlt,1W;  xaiD^DalttaTlgbialtBordlTHtflniKlTf* 
«f  11,110;  tb*  dnomnuss  of  Uh  esDBtry  an  neh 
that  tba  H«M  bmA  Oa  iM  of  nch  u  la^Ttdul,  III ; 
tM  (TMl  jMlaiUT  Mr  UbMCf  hmlfiil.  111 ;  Ot  duH  !• 

DH^  ud  III JitiiiiC  with  tba  oouUtnttoa.  Ill ;  tkt 

ot|^  of  tlw  eluae  li  pod,  t1>  :  to  gat  iBfinDatlui,  but 
tba  BaentUT  ibmld  not  poiatH  t.  Tl^t  to  |iTa  It,  111 ; 
what  la  Ibli  aSear  to  be  napondbla  far,  to  otltte  Um 
to  Bueh  povan !  Ill  i  dmonlt  to  lao  whan  tha  dufar 
Ilea,  111;  whaltemcutbrNqHDinillltrt  lIliHwa- 
tbhw  of  tha  klu]  la  nqulnd  bi  tba  MD,  111 ;  meUoa  to 
■trika  Dot  krt,  IIIl 

Semt*  Dtpai  Imml  iiiot*4,  IK;  diitlia  of  It  |Bei>oM4, 
ln;MOMdtr  oritnit  •{riuaBt.mjtetiamiTbadlt- 
tribDtAdtootkardapvtmaatA,  IIT;  thajbavaibotbeanao 
dlatribntad,  IIT ;  tordgn  to  tba  othar  otBaan,  ItS ;  eeon- 
«ai7  fivbldi  1^  118 ;  uotiaa  to  utaMlib  loat,  118. 

Xotlaa  to  nJn  ■  iHiaaga  o(  tba  Preddaat  larlDf  bclbn 
Oongnai  a  aopj  of  a  latter  from  tba  Bocmtiiy  <Jt  War, 
AiL,bW;  oljactad  to,*iabowlagl««iBaeha«lbt«BO*t» 
haadi  of  departaMata,  W;  tha  Pnatilut  bkl  >  rlcht 
to  MDd  tba  commuBleaUaB  and  tba  aol^aet  ttt  ntanoat 
InpoitaDoa,  WT ;  It  ii  an  uaeutlTa  oomment  Od  a  Leglfr- 
latlTe  pTDoaiidlBc  UT ;  a  deftDca  of  a  maaaon  adsptad 
bf  tha  ftanato  undanuiod  bj  IsiplLiatlon  anothar  of 
tha  Hooaa.  S«T:  no  good  rewm  to  f«|a>*  tafcrawUaa 
baeaoaa  va  had  not  aakad  for  1^  OdT;  re&Riiaa  to  tba 
eonatltntlDn,  SOTjigehJnloiu]'  iwedlaM,MT;ci<4sMicaa 
nnAjaailad,  NT;  Lflttarof  B«entaT7  axtramalr  Impvapar 
and  Ul-Jadged,  MT;  ftirmar  praotIsa,S«;  paMiga  mm 
tba  letter.  EW;  tba  Idea  ot  a  daofarou  inoadaDt  at 
band,  MB;  report  luwortbj  of  tba  notioa  of  tba  Hoaa^ 
Ml ;  tba  imeadineBt  wnng  In  pilnolpt*  aod  pnatloa. 
Ml;  brthec  osBaldelatloa  of  tba  nt>)a(it,  BTD;  amend- 
ment nagadrad,  ETL 


Vnr,  Wiiiux,  Senator  from  eaorgla,  1,  lA,  HI,  MS,  MO; 
on  oommlttea  c^amn^menta  fbr  reception  of  Proddent, 
ID ;  appointed  on  Jndldar;  Committee,  lit  Oongran,  10. 

Vno>u.i,  Wnius,  KepreaentaUTO  from  PennajlTanla,  HI, 
■81,  ViU,  S^  AM;  on  tba  ratio  of  rapraaentatlon,  SH; 
on  the  petition  <^  Catharina  Or»aa,SWi  on  dtacbari- 
InceommlttH  la  eaaa  *^  Bt  CUfi,  8H ;  on  the  ivdoo- 
tkm  of  tba  armf,  40S;  fortbar  remarka,  414;  on  the 
ofldal  eandnct  of  the  Secretarj  el  tbe  Treainr?,  4£t; 
electa  to  addlthnal  dot;  on  aalt,  Dot;  on  Intndara  on 


m  tba  rlghti  ofthe  Hooea  reJtUn  to  treaHea,  H& 
'Awn,  nDtulnatJon  a>  naval  olBoar  at  Ba- 
rannah  n;|eet«d  bj  tbe  Banata,  IT. 
Rm,  Jams,  petition  in  pmtaetloB  of  bla  rt|hti  Ib  appl^- 


VDnnKna,  THoiui,Bap 


ITS,  IBtl,  SIS,  888,  4KI,  UT;  ramaika  on  dnOea  on  Im- 
porta— oflkn  an  amwdmant  flxli(eettalii  dnUes  on  oar- 
tain  artlelea,  M;  oa  Jnty  on  moliiiin,  M,  gB.ll ;  ondntj 
on  Madeira  wine,  81;  ondatf  on  tcai,  n;  on  engaz^  81; 
on  dntf  on  beer,  Ao^M;  do.  on  caadlea,  M;  adTMatee 
do.  on  (UtfrroOffht  itael,  AA;  on  dntf  on  hemp,  M;  do. 
on  lulla.  86 ;  motion  ralatlTe  to  dn^  on  taa^  <1 ;  pro- 
poaia  drawback  on  dtiUllad  vtriti,  d>;  piepaam  dnw- 
baeki  on  foreign  gooda  exported,  IS;  oppoaa  hnrtan- 


aelect  at 

HOf 

a  trade.  <Hi«e.  ISt;  eaTii^ 
rctama,.  188 ;  agalnat  attaadaoeo  c^  fi 
Ml;  on  the  redoeHon  af  tbe  tr^j,  Ml 
dnct  of  Flecretarj-  ^  T^Mamj,  4M;  ad 
dian,  MD ;  on  tbe  French  amicranta  thn  St.  D^^ 
M8 :  an  the  c»iiim«w  of  Oa  ITnltfld  91 
prapaxntioaa  for  the  Alperine  war,  4TS ; 
bariD  Uwa,  Ut  \  defenda  the  t<z  on  o 

ir,  Mg:oi 
atent  relatlTa  to  Hie  Prealdenr 

FmtK  rtaa.~-'&iMiMitiix  relatlaf  tbercto,  n^iarii 
tbe  Benate,e»T;  moied  to  poatpo^  iie«ililiiallii  T 
It  mifht  eoxrn;  a  dUtnui  of  Uw  aeaw  of  tbt  Bnaa  a 
tbe  KapnbUe,  ESS ;  no  dUhnuoo  of  JHlli«  la  A>  9H 

OR  tbeiul!)ect.bntBi 


denCi  eooucBnlathB.  9M;  tba  at 
two  parte,  801;  aOerpalatin 
abonld  erpreaa  tbalrai 

tlee,M«;  othar  eaHaeo^Uand,  Ma;  Bodt 
eapt  In  a  matter  of  (brm,  SM;  fkntbcw  tatmimm 
SOI;  motion  carried,  801;  praMOtotlaB  ta  tba  b^   I 
(15;  do.  deacrlpUoli  at,  tlS. 
Aiff4ra«rfiiU<f  JbKtt— AbfDIhm  auBena>to«I 
tbeaagoftheUnltadfitalts,eoHldar*ldtl:Vtlb^    I 
tared  from  tbiiteea  to  Sfteen  atripea  luiiiiiT^IM 
and  KeBtnck;  haie  been  added,  K  mar 
alter  It  for  a  hundred  jear^  481 ;  very  In 
oAnd  tbe  new  altte^Ml;  tbe  whole  1 
«n;  Imponut  to  Inform  the  net  C  Uk* 
Statu  were  added,  481;  tbe  altentfoB 

i  Union  ilitj  dotlaiB,  Mf ;  UD  « 


Iblrdre 


*.«* 


Vum.  WnuiK,  KapreaentatlTe  fMiB  Kaw  T«k,llA 


Foum.  UnuB,  BepnaentatlTa  froB  MaiTlia^  A  ■ 

tba  oeansMrta  of  tbe  Unllad  Sntca,  4*1. 
roam,  AnsL,  BepreaegtaltTe  ftm  Now  Hb9^K>> 
ITS,  ISO,  «e 

HT.  Se 

aaieooCtoDofthaBrltlabtrtalr.  m 

Foam,  Thiodom.  Senator  (rem  BbodeIiIs>d,Mi^a%W 

FnwitA,  ASKim»»  ^  Jf^My  I«l— Tba  npart  «!«(■»  ■■ 
adranoe  of  moner  reqneated  bj  tbe  IDnlWr  *  *• 
French  KipnbUs,  enulderad,  G14;  AmerlcaB  dttna 
biT«  clalma  for  InderanHlftloa,  wby  naa  the  T» 
pay  to  Franoeb«fc«ltladBe,OM;  tboia«a»rfft««" 
and  tbla  oonn^  Inaepaaal^r  eomwctod,  SM;  th«r  ■> 
oar  dd  tlllea,  SM;  tba  loan  la  Bnrope  waa  *«^ 
for  tbe  detbooa  rftbia  eattntrr-tt  wwld  ta  hap  i<— 
to  apply  It  to  anj  other  puyoae,  814;  na  V^*^ 
plea  of  Hoeeeltr  tor  gfr^  tUa  moMj,  lU;  aa  P"" 
TeaBW  Ibr  dlapodng  of  thia  moDay  In  tUa  *a^  SH: ""' 
pUlnta  bare  arlaen  of  want  of  mosey  In  Ibe  T")^ 


JViMc*.— Letter  of  Fnneb  Eli^  SIS;  raaeliOe 

tedea  0^  SIS. 
AwiMv  PrMltfaa-Aw  Poal  QJtea  JQL 
'S%txKux,  Bmjamiw,  deaUi  aonanaead  to  ^  1 

ank^  on,  In  Fraaee.  lent  to  SeBaI^  ML 
Fauncua,  JMaa,  Bepreeantattre  ftna  Naith  Ci 
lUtian  tf  0«*B*aiKia.— AJmBdmant  ta  then 


[,  Bodor  nun  M««  Jmtj, 

t  tnVaa  atlHj,  tOOnm  at, ««. 
#V-MU9ft  JHuMm- •  addrHt  lo  tb(  Pnddnit  OB  Itat  pnwiito- 

UoB  of  (ha  FUg  of  tb>  Fnaeh  BcpsbHa,  tU. 
n-umoA  M^fltfftf.-^Tia  pMltlm  oTlln  nmnilttw  inilnM 
br  t^  I-HldMara  of  Hujlud  ts  dnir  ud  dbMbata 
r  •pprtpriaM  V  t^t  Btata  to  th«  Vnadi 


Bt.I>(imlii(DhMlbM>'itnatliiid^««l;  whMirtlcl* 
of  tb«  HHudtnttai  (hbU  ■  itght  Ift  Coagroa  to  upaod 

eu  bcMToliMitatjecti  thamoHjoF  thelrooutltiieital 
401;  ■  iiataaat  pneMkDt  wootd  bt  HtabUibed,UI: 
gtoetaitj  gf  the  EngUik  PuHunenl  tn  tlHI,  411 ;  ftr- 
bap!  ■sm*  ath«  mod*  sib  bo  dtriiAd,  Ml;  H  msch 
•nthorilT  ftiT  RlIoTlBg  UwM  tagltJni  III  for  lodim 
tftag  dtlteiM  ftRliHabyBrlUih|>lntM,4n;  Uh  1 
«>M«  widelrdmnnt  MS;  na  dlOmttytn  thlimtU 
waanboond  brBie  lairoT  aUanudfirMtlaBi  (a 
Uera  Ibe  nUiua  of  ■  Bepabllo  «br>  wtn  on  aULea,  ■ 
IbrmartiT  olir  b«De&dton,  MS ;  loot  at  oor  trvaiooDt 
tbe  bdlu  ambaBlai,  Mt;  Maf  wa)  d< 
BBtUr,  MB;  n*  IigaUIr  li  AoablAil,  MS; 
oar  bamaaltr  li  oat  of  plan,  MS;  pattCloB  fcr  tb<  4>««dT 
MHob  of  Confma  on  tha  Dlsaiorlal,  4Tt;  BUTod  U  pa; 
ll^no  and  DegoUata  tha  raalUt  wlU  tlM  Fnnob  lUn- 
taUr,«T4;  Boaaabaaarlfbt to,4Tt;  paaaa«« af  tba mo- 
tion wanalf  nrptd,  4n;  Bot  to  ba  Uod  ap  bf  tbe  e( 
idtaUen  in  rasb  a  oaaa,  (T4;  K  iboild  be  doaa  h  w  . 
or  ebaiUr,  4TS;  nwtlao  paoad,  4I& 
VoiMar^ /VoteiMoo  (^->^Bm  tv  (ORbat  and  oon  albot 
prsTtaioB  Ibf  tha  pcDtoeUoa  af  tbe  tkvBUen,  eoaaldand. 


latathla 


S4I;  ] 


4  atrike  i 


Nfllpenta  of  tuftatr]'  and  a  aqnadna  of  dneoona,  Ul ; 
Um  iBdLan  irar  la  aiijnat  and  idwIm,  Ml ;  tha  gaaenl 
(rataaat  of  the  ladlasa  nsvtae  and  Impolitic,  841; 
mi*,  *41 ;  peaoa  uaj  b«  obtained  at  leia  aipenaa  thai 
la  BHwwrj  tor  war,  8*S ;  tha  nTla«  dl^MlUoo  of  tnm- 
On  aetllen  ihoold  be  eheeked,  S41;  no  bopa  ofino- 
«aM  vMla  BHlalB  retalu  pamtoB  of  the  pacta,  MS ; 
ahoBid  be  eontanl  to  defcnd  the  ftoBtlar  and  not  Inrid*, 
SU;  floBller  mllltla  batter  than  ngnlar  tnwpa,  HI; 

the  nUHuj  eatabUjhswBl  aeoeaar;,  MS;  tbe  tnopa  to 


implojed  ihauld  be  nlMd  at  ogoe,  MS;  InftimBtlaE 
UB  tha  report  act  InpUeltJT  reUable,  MS;  frontlar 
Utla  tba  bert  troopa,  SU;  the  eipenae  a  eerlooa  mi 


datjtf  theBDU 

Wa  aaald  tara  ^d  tha  Brfdah  peati  If  aa  anbaiva 
bd  been  laid,  S4t;  Bomaavhoregaldiael/'preHmtlaB 
■Bdoabt  tbajutlaaaf  th><rat,Ml;  UwDudmaad 
depradatleu  of  fean  caD  tor  radraaa,  SM;  tha  vhllea 
bare  Hldom  Mnmlttad  dapradaltoM,M»;  pMwabat- 
twljr  BBattalaabla  br  MendlreAnta  In  tba  pfwaat  ilaU 
of  aOklra,  MS;  ba^ oeat  atteapta  at  DaatlH  bsTa  bean 
nd^  bat  IB  niB,  tU;  ladtaaa  bar*  n]«t*d  our  eftn 
aal  added  lunlta,MS(  It  la  too  laU  to  laqnlra  Into  tha 
JnMlee  of  tbe  nr,  US;  a  foree  mnat  be  rabad,  and  tha 
qiiartlonli«battbetoMaabaUb«HS;  tha aamber pm- 
poaed  la  not  aitnTigaiiE  If  tha  guabar  of  tbe  ladlan*  la 


hie  oppodttoa,  M«;  tb*  st^acUon  aflneaMaad  Mpanaal* 
nln  eoapand  with  an  BHiueaAl  <HDpal(i,  SU;  tba 
aipflHebea  af  Tlfglala  and  KaBtoekf  eSara  no  iBdnea- 
nut  t*  the  gDTatBBwat  ts  tollov  aar  other  plan  Ihaa 
thi  *M  propcaad,  MT ;  mintU  tnlakl;  dlabaad  or  baoama 


iMabonUaata  Horn  dlgbt  oasaea,  ll< 

ipeedi  ratomd  to,  HT ;  (allerica  cleared  aad  api 

lUBDtlall7  read,  MI;  note,  Coraplanter't  sp* 

nltloct  oHfliiallT  rehired  to  the  Beeretarr  of  tl 

Brr,  MS;  oosaaqBeBeMoT  thatreftnaoe,St8;  c 

tha  bill,  84S;  what  raflectloB  arlaea  ~ 

oTtbU  Ull,  HI;  motloa  to  itrikB  out,  l«t,  Stt;  blU 

Sautk-wtdtrn  IHnHtr,  to  piataot  more  iffeetnallj, 
tb*D  all  otber  icheiDea  have  beea 
a  mlUtary  fonu,  It 


1,  BIT;  I 


a,  SIT; 

part  of  aijMein,GII;  Indlaoa  are  SfteaB  thoD- 
>Bg.SII;  a  bad;  of  ial11tlaa[dTli«aBted,B1; 
propoaaa  a  bouatf  for  ralaing  a  partlculai  eeeft, 
1  amj  BHda  all  to  All  Iti  deScloBde^  BIS;  U- 
bt  thoaaaBdatroiicDlS;paatadomDra[alacblef 
1aa,f]8;  eiparieBoe  of  7eara,Dlfl;  ameadBsant 


OlU-iTUf,  AUilKT,  BenatoT  from  PeBD>jlTanla,  K(^  441; 
proTea  dI]iaBihlp.44a,  Ul^  MS;  KepiwcntallTe  fhn 
PaDujIniila.  SM ;  ob  tbe  anpport  of  ailitlBg  MtaWlah- 
menta,  MS.  SIS  1  OB  tha  eall  tor  papan  relatlTi  to  Brltkh 
Mat;,  «40 ;  od  rlfhta  of  the  Houa  mlatire  to  treatlf^ 
SM ;  OB  tha  eioentloB  at  tba  Brtilab  tnal^  TSS ;  on  tha 
admlialon  of  Tesneiaee,  T3T,  TSt;  on  tba  nlUtaiT  asd 
nam  approprtatlon,  T«,  TS4,  TSO,  IM. 

etorffa,  Tota  for  Prealdent,  10,  S8S. 

QtHtml  ITapu,  neidnllona  of  thaaka  to,  couIdercd,B4t; 
bad  UBaeqneneea  ml^t  aniaa  fnm  the  pnetln  of  (It- 
tagciplDlDbiof  ojei],  B4S;  abnBdaaoeof  preeedeDta,54S; 
II  mnat  be  ihovn  that  It  la  Iraproper  1b  aaj  oaae  to  paaa 
anch  a  Tota,  or  that  thia  la  aa  Improper  oaaa,  MS;  tba 
ihoIdUob  proper  and  nneioeptJanabla,  SM ;  (hta  polmt 
eonaldarad,  M4 ;  It  la  almplf  a  qneatlab  of  mer*  pn^ 
prle^,  MB;  thla  pioprletj  oonridervd,  b4B;  raaalQttOM 
adopted,  M& 

tfejtarol  wafrttre^  clanaa  aiamlBed  and  explalaad,  ML 

QUKT,  SuUpaB,  Bapneealatit*  (Irom  Uaaaaehnaetta,  «, 
1T^  UB,  SIB,  SS9;  appointed  ob  Commlttoo  of  Bcqipllea, 
U;  oBapp1iMtloDtoamaBdlhaeonatltalloo,48;daBbti 
tha  power  of  OoBgreaa  toraqolre  oaths  or  BLate  oAcen^ 
Bl;  loporta  a  bUI  tor  the  eollaeHon  of  dutlaa,  Bt;  01 
eBbctaaflil(bdDtle«,M;  aeka  Itarther  lUTeetlgatlona  ra- 
latlTa  to  ialr  «>  molaiaaa,  TI ;  ntcaa  llmltatkiD  of  tha 
Impoat  bULTB;  farther  remarlu,  BO ;  donbta  tbe  power 
at  the  Preddent  to  rwaoTa  headi  of  departoiaBt*,  N ; 
on  orfanliatkiB  of  Tmaurr  OcpartmaBt.  W;  oiUed  to 
order,  >1;  nsfa  on,  H;  en  Board  of  Treaaorj,  M;  am 
Preddaat-a  power  of  remoial.  IDS;  ob  Idaatltr  of  re- 
portlac  plans  and  originating  monojbUb,  111;  oa  tba 
flnaana,  ItS;  on  theunount  afpaTDfmatnbenotCoa- 
greaa,  ISl,  181;  oo  the  Ibrrn  if  anwndlng  tha  ODMtUB- 
Holh  tS5 ;  09  the  terma  fMerallat  and  aiH-todaralla^ 
188;  on  the  right  and  obllgitlaB  of  liutRuiiloa,  IM  1«^ 
IM;  nrgHdalarIn  flilDgiieat  of  QoTemmcnt,  1« ;  go 
manner  1b  which  Becrrtar7  of  the  Treaaarr  ahall  make  hli 
raport,  ITT;  on  the  report  of  thaSecrttarj  of  thaTr#4- 
aarr.  188;  on  tbe  bnmanllr  of  tha  Quaker  meneilal, 
M4;  mpoB  aoBatltntlonalltj  of  IntartoreBce  of  Coagreaa 
with  ilare  trada,  til ;  on  a  aeu  of  OorerBment,  ta^ 
(Grtbar  ramaib,  HT;  oo  Taeaner  In  the  Preeldencf, 


OBlnU 

ko  eomnltmaDl  of  tha  bill  tor  a ' 


I  alaeltoB^ni; 
ik  of  tha  U.  B., 


■J.^^ 


INDBZ. 


ttner. net  •■  a*  bui  ibT  tiw  i«iif^i»iit «  a* 

on*  UkfUim,  tM;  OB  tlw  poUtetlw  itf  tkt  Mats, 
ani  IB  iHwluM  tl  B«nt«T  (^  Vw,  M;  la  dl>- 
ab>vctB|«oa^lU*  OB  daftMW  BL  CUi,  IK  Ml 

•iMtn;  bran,  B«tnnimiT«  Ikvm  Fnr  Torfc,  4B1, 
ni,  Ml;  OB > nlU7 ttwnMBlMn  or Oa>«Mi.  «•> 

9aMt,  TiuuH  B.  BoffOMititln  boa  Tlrflak,  18B,  fU^ 
na,4EB.ai^«M;  aB*iolnUII,IM;aBTHBsrlBUw 
I;  v«<A  •■  tho  >uk  or  O*  tJ.  a^  Mi 


•t  Wu.Ml 

oadUekuflac  emniBlUM  OB  dsfMl  of  SL  Ckli,  m,  tM ; 
OB  the  oBcUl  sndBiit  or  tbt  SocnUrj  id  Ti«bmt7, 
4W;  nuttan-  ttiurki,  UT;  an  tba  Oic  o<  Ika  UbIob, 
Mli«B  thoFmch  nmliriim  fhin  Pt  TrnalH".  *«: 
I,  4n,  «S0;  HunlBa- 


oT  tk<  tmbuffs, 
It  of  !■- 


nrpi  poi^oi 
(iliin  lanrmi  tl  tk«  annr, 
filS;  on  th*  BdnBCO  oT  noiwr  to  rruaa,  S14i  oa  tha 
btll  to  niHilbm  fcr  tko  pnUetlon  of  tba  frntlcr, 
nT;ofi*dDdltliigUHdtlCfU*  Htitbortko  OUa,U>i 
•■  uu  PmUobM  ipootii,  tM.  BtS;  np«k  >  bin  oa 
•oMIw'opiriMI;  OB  tka  nwlBtku  af  thsBka  to  Oca. 
VifiM,  «A  M4i  on  Um  liToKlcUloa  of  lonM  bf 
PoBuylTial*  iBWiBBti,  BU;  on  u  mMiaJnunt  to  tha 
NUanUutton  liwi,  US :  on  aidndlnc  Utlod  (BRii(aon 
from  dtlieiulilp,  UT,  US,  HO^  H>;  OB  hAmiki  of  loUsT 
or  8«cniurr  «r  Wu,  HT,  om-,  on  th*  rodaotlOB  ef 
nUriM,  an;  on  Ilia  frooUar  laltlan,  B8I;  e>  tha 
wniu  U  Iha  FrealdeDt'a  ipoKh,  «M;  on  tka  ottampt 
at  brlbarj,  br  Bobtrt  Budall,  «IOi  on  tha  rawJatlOB 
■dillTalobrtbeiT.ttl;  on  tba  lapport  of  uUHni  aa- 
UbliibmaDU,  t^i  on  aiUbllitilBC  Indlu  tr^nf 
boiuia.  (34 ;  OD  ■  Hiu/  fcr  momben  of  Congm^  MS  ■ 
OB  Ua  paj  of  the  Bptokar.  «8,  «>;  on  rlfkl*  of  tta 
HouaatakUfa  ti>tr«Uaa,<BS;  dd  Uaazoantlon  of  Ite 
BiilUitroa(f,tlS;  dd  tba  umr  stablUuBaBt,  nt. 

fiiLuam,  ixim,  BapnaanlatlTB  Itva  Mortb  CifBllBB,  Ui^ 
GW;  an  tha  right  to  ludUa  Undt  wltblD  ■  HUta,  RL 

filUdn,  AuiuDia.  RapnaaalatlTa  IKhb  BOBtb  ChreUua, 
MS;  In  ben  of  eeBtl>DlB(  lb»  ambufOt  Ml ;  oppoM* 
tbataiM>aIt,W«J  a^lMt  datleaon  ' 
BIO;  OD  tha  adTai 
ftma  te  pnl«t  tha  B.  'W.  (Vanllar, 

OoMUt,  HkboliI.  BapnaaatitiTa  fFon 


r.  duty  a»d,  <t 

a  Ntw  Tork,  UK,  NT. 
Oooani.  Bnujum,  Bopnaaauilre  Irom  llHaaehBaalfa, 
U,  IIG.  IK  S1M8S, «,  U7,  8H  1  on  dalr  on  aabM*k 
».U{OBdnIroB«UbeatM;  on  Bunulhetiiia  ofulk, 
4tMS>l  OB  dntr  (nito«t,4S;  on  flTlnc  pnhnne*  to 
ABirioan  ihlpplnc  W;  tha  abjaol  to  ralaa  raTanna, 
V;  opffoM*  daUbanlloB on  nhlaet  of  Praaldant^  tltla, 
n )  thlnka  dntlaa  tea  M(h  Air  ooUcetlon,  aiHpttnc  that 
OB  inlmll,  N ;  on  ODnneetlDn  of  mollWM  trade  with 
tha  athortaa,  II ;  on  sosonncBOa  of  tha  eaoata  In  appilM- 
M*nta,S3i  DBkotUlonorllHWBt  irf  asTamniBnt,  llU ; 
fliitbar  rmui^  US,  IdS,  IM  ;  on  ntlo  of  rapraacBta- 
11«,  m;  OB  tha  blU  far  the  aneonncemlDl  of  thaood 
bhaila^>U:tutbvraniBiha,8«a;  on  tha  flaf  <<  tha 


Jamm,  SofnacBtnltn  b^  Mav  Ym*,MU,m 

SsAnoa,  WnuAM,  BifwwtBttTi  ftaa  Tlnlali.  U, 

0rM(  tHMm,  JiiaHrtary  Mimtmrm    ^wa     > 
faaadnrilaa  ^dat*  Am  tot    wnHi—t.  <■;  a^ 
af  «nU    BiUalB 


o4  8IMaa<ltUttl)n*,4M;  thapi 
■0tiiMlaiatidah^<»toBimihaBhlBtu.dW;  hrrf 
BattoM  oiHUand,  4N;  ^  tU*  BMann  we  aiak*  tt* 

I  ll'll    ir    II  ■  Vj        •  r      I   IHIMilMMi 


cMaaBi  af  tha  Daltad  Btataa  aad  Baljaala  i£  «rat 
BiltelB,aa  Ti^nteortMea  of  tha  growth  ar  ^^^■ 
tnn  «f  OrMt  BittMn,  <M ;  tho  Haa  of  a 


aUoa^ooaMaBOo^  <K:  avaa 
lo  Vkan.  dW;  tdadtdBf  O*  ooaatltatkMlttr  aai  ■ 
rightifthaoonuria 

1  of  enatBfltrfn;i 


»<t>dH:lfR 

eoBtJaaao,  tha  idno  if  oar  bqioni  vIO  itaa  aaa  taaliai 
par  eaal^  OK;  Fnaoa  win  anOhr  oonaUanUf  tf  ■  <■ 
■  nf  tltaijal^haii 


BoraAthat  tho  leaolntfoB  b*  r^hnad  to  th*  a 
if  Ite  Whtfa,  on;  «>T*4  to  BBHid  tj  raBmw  K  la  iho 
ooanrftte*  to  vfaoB  waa  rrfkant  tha  laaotattan  ftt  Iht 
•aqnattrMkn  tf  BrtOih  4Ma,  tM;  oiiaMad  that  tka 


.Coo»^[c 


tww  •*«!««■  onibt  Ml  to  b«  nruiUd,  «■;  wiwc  to 
hclBC  mp  lUt  Biotioa  ilcm*,  ECS;  mlj  eotam  tt  In- 
daiBHlt;  ni  b^  HfnaatntkHi,  Ht;  M«ailt]r*iid  pi«- 
tsothm  iboaM  tx  anuAad  to  lU  latanrii,  nad  n- 


owa  It  t*  amr  alttwu  ta«litilandna,BMi  ttaanlkr- 

MM*  mond  li  Bot  Ur  ftr  mloaa 

ibosM  boliU  hti 

tk«  HlfHt  iboAM  b*  kM  Hida  Ibr  tka  pnau, 


Qwaao  to  baaodw  •■n^,  ta  Vtltk  iDdNOiItT  !•  Mir 
^diiisd,tMi  lk*d*lmk]Ut,IM;  mnBhdoBiiHT*!, 
■M;  On*  ■IHrwUtm  van  left  to  tfaa  cammltlH,  Mt  j 
aialm  ■boald  ba  (naled  b^  ipMlil  law  m  milt«r  at 
ilnht.  SM;  dmuBduMa  MBDHtod  witb  Um  aninuttoii 
iifCluTl<MM,W:bg>wlodMlB«iilib  batnn  tba  w 
iTUidtli«otbsr|i»d>,nT;  ■Uofar  af  <•- 

4ot  propn  or  Jut,  MS; 
UUtad  BtHM,  ns; 
OcDenl  OtMB*.  tW;  of  th*  bmuot  <t  ooBdnatlBc  tbi 
tfUn  IB  Soitli  OuoUiu,  m,-  polnti  of  eontait  balne 
tbooommlttoo.SM;  IhoM  polata  waddnod,  M;  far- 
Smt  debata,  ItDi  rowlBtlOB  aagatlTad,  SM ;  (Brlluim- 
aolutltm  nlillTa  to  tba  nport  of  Bacnlay  of  Iba  Tna- 
■niT,  SM;  raaditlont  on  ladamiiltr.  STB;  do.  paaaafs, 
trrs ;  petltloD  IbT  isdamnttj  aplut  tba  damandi  of  Hai^ 
rfi  A  Blatfjbfbfd  oouldarad,  T61 ;  raport  of  oomuilttoa, 
TOl;  rcaolntlaii  raferrad  to  ~ 


4H,   CIT,  m;   OB  tha  Ibc  of  Iha  Valom,  Ul;  m  li 

tmdan  OB  Jndtaa  liBdi,  ISIl 
Saaoo,  Anosw,  SapraaantntlTa  fMn  PesaiTlTaiil*,  Bl' 

Mr,  tfSvtn.SOS;  ob  tbt  aasaa  of  tba  Houa  laUtlTa  I 

tbg  Biltfab  traatf,  TBI. 
Qmiia,  SunriL,  B*pr«uatat)Ti 

Ha,Sl(^  188,  iBI.taH; 


sswoLB,  Boan,  BaptaaaBtattTa  ftoa  OoanaMlaat,  SM; 
oaitfbtaortbsHsaaattfMlTa  to  tnitlaa,!*!;  an  tbi 
azaoMloaof  Oa  Mtkb  tiaatr,  T8& 


Btwrrom,  Wasb.  BafranBtatTra  from  Boath   CmUoa, 

SM. 
XuoouK,  GMnaB,  KapnwstallT*  bom  VlrfUU,  «T,  NT, 

SM. 
RuniWK.  Joa>,  ToU*  fcr,  H  Ytaa  Pnddaat,  In  IT8I,]II. 
HAm,  BoBBBT  0.,  li|iiiiiBi«Hn  floiB  Bootb  CanttBa, 

n^SMioadlOaBlUaa  wllb  Iba  ladlal^  ESS;  ob  tba 

uawar  to  tba  PtaMdaBfi  ^aoA  SOT ;  an  tW  BaadiU 
ir  iw  tba  ]~ 


l%bta  ti  tba  Ho^  ralitlTa  to  tnaUaa,  Stt;  aa  tt 
BNM  of  tba  Hoaaa  MlaUTB  (0  iba  BriWk  HaMT,  TH. 

Tm.  L— W 


Tliglala.  «!». 
SSS,8M 

IL,  Tatai  IbT,  ai  Tlaa  Pnddaot,  IS. 
■TUT.  Tbobai,  BapnaeDtallT)  from  FannailTUla,  SI, 
in,lM^BOS,«il,IHT,«Ml  ipaaaboDlarl^tetlaaaDlm- 
P«rta,n;oDdntlaa(rflba  Beoralarxof  IbaTnaaoij,  111 ; 
•D  Um  fcinn  of  UMPitlng  tba  ooafOtithiB,  IM ;  ob  Iba 
Tt^.rflM(»atloB,US;  aaloaritoaaflbatoatof  Ooran- 
I  tba  pmpriatj  ofBatB- 
Itwi,  IBB;  ar|«  iMtdraoa  *>  >  ooodltlaD  of 
(tartbar  murk^  IM;  ob  tb* 
QBaiar  maaioiial.  Mil  i  oalla  op  mgnwrUl  (f  PaBsajIn- 
nl*  Bodatf,  108 ;  toMbar  (amarka,  Ml ;  on  dlasrtoilM- 
tloB  ashHig  tba  pablk  araJlton,  SIV ;  Diaf ta  rvpoK  on 
Biamoflal  of  oOnn  of  tba  tmj,  MS ;  da  ramarki  on, 
taS)  aaataataf  SoTBBBUDt,  Mi  oa  tba  paUUoa  ol 
CUbailiia  Oraanai  BSS  ;  on  tba  raduedoa  of  Iba  araij, 
MS :  torlbw  tMDirta,  <M ;  on  lndemnill«iLtiaii  to 
BBlliTan  br  Paan^lTanla  iBnrfaata,  tea,  Kl ;  «B 
tf(fcti  of  tba  HoBaa  nUtlT<  to  traaltca,  StT. 
UHom,  Jon,  BapcaaaBtaUr*  Iran  Kair  Toik,  it,  in, 
tau^SM 


vEm,  BnmmB,  Sanatarfrom  Kortb  OuoUn^  ITS,  Kl, 
SM,  BSD,  Ml,  SMl 
Hbuh.  Jon,  BapiaaaatatiM  from  TIisIbIb,  1»,  OSI,  SM ; 
OB  InSamnlllaHon  to  (Bthnn  bf  PanntylvaBta  Inau^ 
■anta,  MS ;  w  tha  aiaeatlon  of  tha  BilElib  tnatf,  TIS. 


•BlatlTa 


ITD,  1B^  SU,  4S8,  MS.  SH ;  anulBtad  bj  tba  Hogaa  to 
Biakelkt  of  TOtailbTpreaMiBtaatberan  aooBtadln 
tba  Sonata,  M ;  ndToaalaa  anooBiafaoiuibW  (rov^  d 
bamp  bf  Sntr,  IT;  appolsta' 


ess,  en. 
oiMomM,  Jamm,  : 

IM,  <M,  eiT,  tOtj 


n  bUirUnd,  10,  in,  HM,  m,  SM, 


tba  latlo  «f  rapaaantatl«i,StT; 
—  OB  tba  radiwtloB  oftb* 
aoBdaot  of  Baovtarr  «f  Tkmiit, 


VaTiit,ea;  . 
MT,  DM  i  01 

a  taladTo  Is  latndan  «a  ladlan 
kate  en ;  OB  tba  rawigtloo  nUtlTa  to  brlhafr,  SM ; 
sa8iBlaiTlbrBiambanofOoa^aaa,Me;  anUMfaytf 
tba  epaakar,  ns ;  on  Iba  ritf  ta  of  tba  Bow  reUllTa  to 
traadaa,  «M ;  OB  Iba  aunitlon  of  tba  foltkb  traatf.  rai : 
OB  tba  aaiaa  tf  tba  Hooaa  rataMn  la  tba  BiltUb  tnMj, 

m. 

iVBiuB,  Wnxuii^  BapraaantatlT*  ftao  MarriaBd,  4BT, 
BIT.SM. 

B  Hottb  GKBllan,  SMi 


M ;  proeaadln^  Tdatl*a  to  WMkl^toa'i  IbbbibibI,  M; 
•onrar  to  mm*,  <T,  Mi  tbanka  pnaanlad  la  Iba 
■paakar,  M ;  aeafcianaa  witb  tba  Baaata  on  tba  Import 
MO,  lis :  taanUt  o<  lit ;  a^DiuBDMDt  o(  1ST ;  joond 
oC  tltla  i<  I»;  annar  lo  PnridaBt^  qiaaab.  HI; 
aMWir  Is  hidd«t>  tiUiam  at  IdiMilD^  IM  Gto»- 


■T  M  pruMul^  mmmtt,  tit ; 


SujAHDi.  BrpKKiUtlTS  (Mn  OooDectlBBt, 

SB ;  01  «|ipl1allciD  to  ■nend  the  MiiuCJtnUoB, 
■  tLmlUUsB  at  Iba  ImpoM  bill,  Tf ;   «  th* 


X  of  Ooramiuiit,  Ml. 


fmptrU.—Sil  DuM—  sa  ImpcnH. 

ImltmHtUg,  tot  ■poUiUou.-fM  GrtM  SrUal*. 

JhMM  tatuU  nMM*  a  SbiU,  BI^Ui  ovtr.—The  diln  sT 
TIhhuu  Pereon  to  eaiUin  ludi  oa  tlM  fKffltler  of  Nvrtli 
Orallu,  ind  oadod  t>7  lb*  VnLtod  SUM  CommlMkn- 
■»  to  the  Indlua,  eoulJend.  bU;  nolt,  BT« ;  Ihe  oDBdnnt 
of  Dthcr  BUte^  SIS;  the  ODTeramuit  of  the  mtsd 
BUta  bH  eoimrtoa  property  of  the  dUusg  of  Mottli 
Canllu,  ud  tbej  uk  campeBntlou.  BT( ;  •uninidoB 
itf  mutliortltea  od  tin  rl^ti  of  tbe  •onrelcn  to  tito 

Otptitt,  an;  Ow  rtmlm  of  Sorth  OroHm  to  kII  the 
l«Bd  wu  wroBf,  fin :  th*  cause  of  ill  the  dbpntea  iritb 
tbe  Fedenl  OoTeniiaest,  iTS ;  hiv<  lb«  Ualted  Steta 

ludi  bid,  S;s ;  lalUble  mfthod  to  eettle  tbn  nuRir, 
SIS;  tnlliu  BOTsr  Decupled  the  Uodi,  BTB;  on  thg 
Qmlta  of  tba  BUt«  ud  thi  right  to  wbil  wh  Jointly 
aotDlnid,  fin ;  Nortb  CimUni  oonU  (rut  sdIj  tb*  pn- 
empUan  right,  STl ;  fortber  dsliili  nepecUsc  the  gruta 


id  by  tba  irtlelai  at  Coiif«lentloD,liei);Anb«r 
putieuUn,  MO;  ruolntlDU  reported  l«  Iho  Hodh.  BS) ; 
to.  ftirthac  reported,  tea. 

TMMlfi  laiuft  Ifltpoeerf  </ >y  He  £«ffUntera  q^ffeor- 
tta,  eaniMend,  fiSS ;  remluUoDion  the  ubleet.  BM ;  they 


lie  of  iDdlus  thou 


to  protect  the  troDUerir  tb1>  pennlsiloD  U(niited.BSII; 
betlf T  deelin  there  >hil1  be  no  frontier,  MB ;  »  nun 
aonld  be  irraled  under  tbli  uocndment,  USB ;  unend. 
ment  carried  In  eommlttea,  W3;  reported  to  Hook,. 
tK;  rruom  Itar  lotborlilng  pnnnlt  <^  Indluii,  WI; 
Importance  of  Iba  imendmelit,  AST ;  fivther  ootutdeis- 

uoBi,  i»s;  loit,  ess. 

Adtoiie,  SniMtm,  tieity  to  be  negatiited  with,  18. 

JMiwe  IVnffta; /Rmm.  bill  for  eeUUUiing  tTwUng  hoiBM 
Ibr  eupplytDg  Indlaiu  MHtdered,  KB;  tend!  to  •welll- 
ite  ID  ntibippy  lod  dlitreaeod  people,  B83;  Mil  of 
Bimost  eoDBequencn,  est;  eyelem  oT  amngenwDte  tar 
thafrouUi-npropoeed,  BSC;  bill  to  etlibUih  tnding  poet 

'  oonelrlored,  «tt;  iiiieadmeBta  IBad^tM:  (baabJectoT 
Cha  bill  u^lttalDaM^SM;  It  effecU  i  Oaiift  Is  oar 
(yttein,  «I3  ;  InBiinoeaf  the  Cauda  tmden.  HB;  luto, 
•»;  ot^ts  of  the  mealan,  <ia :  hlllpncoo  Ita  piiaige. 
nS;  prtncllilat  of  the  bill  eoiulderad,  BH ;  »  ^iilon 
of  tovernmenlal  bargain^  K*\  iml*,  IM;  bill  pMld. 
MS. 


liumrgimU  tf  F»wiLi^vatta.—Sf  Peiaiaayfraieto  t 

/niemiwee  ArrffiL— On  the  bill  pmrldtBF  IiieaH< 
tetwiiac  with  Ibrel^nitluiu,  341;  marod  to  itiS 
ttllrty  and  Insert  tbrty  thoneaUKl  deillan,  Stl;  n 
DTfedtB  OfiporillDS,  !«;  reacani  ugcd  In  hrer  < 
■mKoo,  hi  ;  motlaB  adopted.  S4X. 

AhIM  Ptmlont.  Ull  reported.  W«. 

IiTin,  Tiuim,  SeptioentaUi  ~ 

BBL 

lUKD,  KiLPH,  Senator  (Vom  Soatb  CUaBu,  10, 1< 
KO,  MI,  BSO;  DD  eanmltte< 
pipen  of  late  Becretary  nl 


JuiDoir.  Qkl,  BaprwentatlTa  tnu,  TlislBlk,  CM. 

lACKtox,  Jum,  BejiraMBUUTe  bwii  Qiair^t,  4S,  1^  9; 
reaurka  In  Chvor  of  reducing  dutla^  U ;  tvmaib  m  im- 
naca  dutloa,  iB;  on  paver  of  Cvoffreaa  to  re^^raHttt 
of  ataU  oacen,M;  obJecU  to  hlgb  duties  sa  mM 
ofeipeaae  i^thelrf»[locllaB,  U;  t^mptattoq  tovn^k 
B< ;  oDSsldsn  )ab]«:l  of  Ulle  fbr  PmldcnL  m  triS^a^ 

ilaTca  Imported,  'i ;  further  remarha,  T4 ;  diib  hia» 
tlon  to  Impost  bill,  81;  on  the  power  of  the  PnvUaaB 
remoTe  offlcon,  &T;  remarita  on  dllnenshlp  and  ki^ 
allefluee,H;  opposea  dlirri  ml  nation  In  the  pay  tf!^ 
•tmand  Beprsaentitlvea,  13S;nutbrr  »maiki,IN;* 
the  Ibrm  of  amending  the  eonstltutlutL,  IM;  ciBlhen|ta 
oflutTnctloD,ia>;  on  lontlonoraeeat  ofGoT«n« 
I4>:  en  amcndmeDU  of  the  Senate  la  HoneeMDai* 
of  OoTemment,  IBB;  on  aubjecia  embrkonl  In  thi  np« 
of  the  Beerelaiy  of  the  Treasnry,  tS£ ;  fnrtbei  i(Wh 

reqaUtol  of  naturalliatloa,  1ST;  (hrors  a  pragr^v 
and  probatlonal  natnralliatlon,  1S0;  fbrthrr  iaihH 
189;  a  funded  dabl  le  an  l^ury,  IDI;  farther  cewb 
lt9,l«7.  ]»;  oppoaesa«KnmltmentartheQuik_B(- 
mi»lil,lal;  OB  property  of  mut«r  In  the  lUn;,^:" 

remarU«I;  on  memorial  of  Offlcen  of  the  <.■<}.  M; 
OB  aniver  to  tha  PnaldeDt'i  menage,  *Sf;  ftuthirie- 
lnarki,SST;  dd  price  of  public  lands.  Ml;  monataadb 
ont  essential  part  of  first  elaiue  of  blU  relating  to  tea 
ondl>tUledsplrtls,Ml;n>marluon.Ml;rbttiHTrtHib 
lH*T(l,m,tn;  ontheoummltmentoftheUnblMt 
oTthe  United  BUlci,m;  speech  an  the  Bant,  KB;  |i- 
tlUon  on  election  an)  return  of  Anlbooy  Vqi^ai;  I 
Senator  from  Ooorgla,  MB,  IM. 

Jacom,  ISAAr,  BepreeentallTe  rrom  PonuylTaala, 

/uUe  ^Cta  jlotM,  resolnlloBS  on.  SOa. 


iePrestdenllBi;n,Kl 


■.  Its,  SS4; 


later,  IS;  rotes  fbr. 
Joint!,  SinsBT,  claims 

clsjm  consldend.  at;  irjeetad,  li 
JomnoB,  Va.  B.,  Senstor  rrom  Cooni 

signed,  set;  oo  cominlltee  on  fli 

jwTu  of  kt«  Becrvtsry  uf  Congress,  Iti ; 

stTsngemcnts  (br  reception  of  PresIJi 

mlttce  to  prFpsre  siuwer  lo  ^sshlngloa's  Inss^ni.  If; 

an  sommltlee  on  Ullea  of  President  and  Tlee 

n. 

JoBimon,  Saksil,  Senator  from  ITarth  Cinlli^  1,1  B, 
Somi  TMin,— FMltloa  at,  In  CnumlttM  tf  tba  WMx 


.Coo^^lc 


MckM  tk*  i^nctworit 


BUM  iTHtaMat  gf  tlK  lUTa,  Wt ;  4kuk«i  iiiuwiii  «f 
frHdsB,  n*;  nn  ■tUmUoB.M*;  I^MUai  of  t^ 
DHMBn  (f  latsAnBo^  m ;  pawn  ol  Oifrla  n- 


iin*;   pluHoT  lU 


tba  ■baDUia  itn^IkH  Bmtk  CvallKr  W; 

IH ;  n>  Boatli  OuaUw  ratl^  la  paMot^  I 
lb*  B«l  iHdg  tt  tiuipoRitlak,  MB ;  tlw  duH  Ik  tlw 
eaatUtaUaii  wm  Jwlgn»d  to  ipplf  iiiiiiilj  ta  a«tni 
dam, MS;  bow ta tka  tlB«  tn dMlm Uw hok of  Oob- 
fHK,  «•:  iR^alwlttM  If  tk*  cenni  of  Uh  dalHt«, 
■M;  Pil*r  gaikni7,*M;  O* |Mtw  if  th* iv 
Bkut  la  nUloa  U  Atmf  aad  rian  Irada,  «T ; 
MMra  «r  Hit  itt'tn  •rika  inanMilaK  HT ;  cAannUr  at 


applT  U  Uw  Otmnl  0«nf«Matfo 

mt;  norad  that  ft«  papa  h*  latanHd  ts  tb*  Olaik! 

*m  MT ;  M  tha  caHnl  [irlMlple  • 

H^  to  patttlia  Um  lafUadm,  K 1  tba  Nlt|«t  ta  Dut 

pnpailr  bafen  tka  BoMi,  WI ;  ai 

[|^  to  pMltlM  Jbi  a  ladiaH  tf  crlanaoM,  tnt  tba  p»- 

MBt  papal  W  Bat*  rut,  and  ooMlodia  witk  bo  q>adlW 

pnT«r,  WT;  If  kTataUr  raodrad,  tt  mold  aoo^on 


tmum,  Jobs,  BapnaeatatlTa  btm  PraHjlnaU,  4U,  RSj 
an  tlia  par  ef  a>ddU>%  «•;  «  tlw  laliaf  oT  tba  FiwhA 
tedCfaata,  414;  on  tba  pnpanOMa  far  (bt  Alfolaa 
▼■1,478;  i^oat  iBcmMa (f  tha  imj,SU;  ea  t^^ 
(tea  tf  tottn  or  aemtaiT  of  War,  ue. 

Bmbm.  Uam.  BaMamtatlTa  fiiB  Nav  JatHT.  au  ■  « Ik. 


P«lM«i*M:  Ai>.'ntbiNNtfgflgsl»;fiiki> 
nana  if  t^  UaHad  BtatH,  «■;  ta  tte  AlfHtt  It 
4T«;  M  tke  MwatnthiB  of  BdiU  d(te,t)l;ali 
ranndatlaa  of  aobUttr  far  dtiirDaU|i,i«:  aia^ 


MB;  nppiiia  Ugb  datlat,  H;  ifpaiiiM  m 


mniaaia  laiaiiil  ■■■alOaiiliiia  if  ihilj  iii  Afrtaiiiw 
n;bnn  ttmltl^  tba  psM  irf  Imp^  tO,  3;  ■ 
Kim  vt  FTMMaa't  t>  tmon  tHMauWInl; 


Ut;oo  IhoBoda  irf  ■ 
Ihcthit  nowka,  IM 1  Ml 
Ui ;  «n  tlw  ooMtllatioi 


mt;  fankar  lVB■Ik^  KT,  W ;  ■  •  Ml  •(  Sm* 
na>t,MS;  <iMniwi)a(lsaTyatlni*tilq*»'^ 
rnaUa,  W ;  m  noui^  la  tb  PxMwr.V.tt 

as  tlia  ooBBltBut  tf  tk*  MB  t>r  ■  Bnk  if  iti  r*i 
BtalM,  I»;   ^aaskatb*  buk,  Nl;kric,*; 


ftr  FnaUaX,  ^  UT;  ai  kImm  H  Om^"  • 
tlu  Whola  the  naalaHOH  nlKIn  a  ^  '"■^ 
duet  of  tba  8«nlvr  tf  lk«TiiaiiiiT,"S.  "*" 
eoadaatof  tka  BaiMarr  of  tka  T1W9^II>;  "^ 
lanlt  m  tka  lotw  on,  « ;  <•  <ie  mmmf '■ 
Uidtad  Btataa.  4M ;  on  tba  pnriMT  of  b<«>oI 
tk*  BrtlU  deb^  tW ;  !■  hT«  tf  "■Bu't'''"' 
barto,«(,  BM ;  mrf*  *■»!"  "  BBokdm"*" 
■ad  rtOiHdiii^r.BCrT.mioalkaldipB"^'' 
OUo,  M»;  BB  tko  maidaBfl  »••<*.  WiV* 
to  Gmmi™1  Wa]™,6«,MI:  aadiMf"*'']*'^ 
mda  ImTfeDt^  MT ;  w  t^  itaaHH"*'"'^' 
dtlUBllll)l.  fi4B,  S«;  SB  itfcriBMrfll''""'"* 
SMntarjotWar.KT;  oa  U»  ™1k1*»  ""*"•* 
OB  tluF^t  lolBdtuka^itllUiiiEltt^^''" 
allampt  at  brtbeir  ij  K*b«t  EufO,  ■•■  " 
KudaDI:rtberTcaH,BM;  no  On  nwln"'"  ^*T 
MbetT.M;  ob tba mpporHf uKiiC "'^**^ 
•H;  OB.lltorj.^^.ialallnt.BrftklW'2*; 


oyGoot^lc 


■fcJiyai  tiiiiit  MB  to«rtrtmA,  ew^ami,  IB;  8>Br«U»y 
(<  dtlM  ^Hlm  tka  loit*  to  fin  ixpkiHUow,  1*; 


fliltlfi^  Biertlarf  qH  BodI  of  ifipolMtaHit,  M;  knr  t»- 
BWTsd,  dsbaU  OB,  BL 

Sv.  Ci-um  Oanui,  debit  al,  oomUcmd,  MO;  rmId- 
UoB  nqnliini  th*  Ulooduua  «f  th*  Baontuj  of  Ih* 
Tntuarj  ud  Ika  Bwintur  of  W«r  ia  tk*  Hums  to 
(brnUh  Inbimtkai  nMded  tir  u  iBnstlcitkia  of  tli* 
•nwt  a(Bt.  Clilr>  drfiU,  M;  mmd  toMitko  tot  ■■ 
mack  M  nqolni  th*  sttwduiM  oT  th*  BwiatariH, 


Bin.  m :  lh«  tHimiiatlao  lud  bMtM  h*  l>  moak  Wl ; 
Ibe  mcmn  VDold  Istndloa  >  b^  ^H>dut,ni;  ■ 
thonwgh  lDTeMl(Maii,  UfUr  Inportut,  Ml;  tUi 
nadcUi*b«(  jnagdMe.Wl;  sol  moFWiry  In  tba  pro- 
Mat  aUCa  ef  Uu  biduM,  Nl ;  (ki  luCinutlaB  naMbo 
lHd,ni:  on linatMga  to  vl—tnauitfttat  lb*  iwo- 
lBtlga,Nli  MwiiMttbo  fnta  tba*  M  <*0  ft*  In- 


Of  lb* 


•  liTidTid,  W»; 


to  rocommlt,  M 


d  ta  tlM  ftUiTO  of  Iho  w»odltlaB,«M;  nnlatloB 
mDUan  to  dkcbiii*  tb*  ConiiBlUoo  tf  tba 
1;  tba  oslrpnipir  Kiana  li  ts  adhild*(  Ifa* 
npon,  B*t;  nptnl  poiA'Cr  nBrtWwr, »M;  wbit  li 
ttailtutloDof  Ib<iHtn<i<li<:.'<-iI)mtbaUlanr>M;  m 
dlqualllaatoiiHtliat  Jriiiiiir<,wi;  Iba  Hou*  au  fat 
ltaRni(b  tba  nt^oet  [■  a  rl-rwr  lima  tbM  ■  ogamllCaa, 
tM;  (baU  tba  Heoia  or  ■  nl.-ot  oommltUa  tUOUh 
aw  beta,  tM;  Mhoti  of  flndlnf  Moia  of  tba  offlcan 
ir,  BM;  ■uUbrm  praetjea  at  tba  Hsoaa 
>1;  Bosntaclsa  attandad  oalj  bbm  a> 
tua  Humniaaa, tud  won  auloiu  la  Uan^MS;liitba 
«Blt  of  th*  eonttatad  ateetlon  tha  Honae  iiaaiml  th* 
tl(bt  ef  eitabtlablBI  tba  hod,  MC;  otbai  polnti  bob- 
^darad,>Hi  nsoBmltnuiBt  i«nad  to,  8SB. 
Aaij,  l7>HHvivU,dn^eu,propoaed,ai;  adoptod,  W 
BmLK,  Jobs,  BepnaaBtatlra  fton  North  CWidliia,  Hi, 
tea;  m  nUo  al  BapreaenUtJoa,  SM;  ob  M..i..^^g 
aommlttaa  la  «aw  of  Bt  OUr,  SSS;  on  {MtllloB  of 
VaiiHrlllffliB  oBBagroalaTarj.Bn:  an  tba  radudoa 
oftbearBij.ns;  Autbn  raaiarka,  4M,  MT,  411. 
Rnaanr,  Budsl,  BapiaaautatlTa  fma  Maijland,  UB,  UtL 
>  Oniaa,  dabata  sb,  IM;  aljMl  to  Bad 
wbo  voold  itOitT  tha  Hsoaa  ud  tba  pBblle, 


nbtUra  from  XarrtaBd, 

uf  tba  PiMUaaC,  UTj 

1,  111;  do.  Tlaa  PrMUaal, 

tha  1*7  tf  aiamtian  tf 


U.  UB ;  oj^Haaa  tba  UBeBd- 
lo  Iba  rifht  of  iBibwtloB, 
■t  of  OoTarBmaBt,  ISI ;  do 
it,  lU;  ftiitbai  ramarka,  IW;  <m 
th*  povoa  tf  CoBgnao  aad  ri^ti  of  th<  Btataa  nqMOI- 
lag  BaCDraHifd  clUiana,  IBS ;  thloka  JatarftiaBoa  ullb 
the  Impoitattoa  of  AMoib  iLaTai  wUl  land  to  dapreaUl* 
thalr  Tala^  »N;  on  dlKrimlBaUoa 'among  tba  pobUa 
aadlton,!!!;  db  memoilij  of  offloan  of  oarj,  MO ;  on 
a  aaat  of  OoranBUBt,  MS; «  prMe  of  pabUs  landa,  Ml ; 
fcrtbar  nBurfct,M>;oB  tidta  bUl,  Mt;  futhar  ro- 
uarki.  MT,  III ;  ipaaoh  on  th*  Baab  ti  tba  Unllad 
BIM«a,tn. 
m.  PauTt  Chaptlt  Mrrloo  at,  Dpoo  tba  tuoiBrBUoB  of 

WatblBftoB,  II 
Btbobs,  CauB,  Saaatot  troa  UiiaaobBaatta,  ■;  IM^  IM, 
MI,«4^Bl^«tlt  OKoonuBltl**  ob  nkaatBntCo^ 


iUtBUaii,18a;  fBrtbaiia: 

KMOt  tt  OOUtltlllloB  nil 

UI;oBtba  lawtUa  of 


u  r<(bB  of  lb* 
BiaaatloD  of  tb* 

BHUab  tiaa?,  TOT;  ob  Iba  aaaaa  of  th*  Hooaa  nkUn 

to  Iba  Bifltab  tiM^r,  T5L 
trar,  ZBrnaaun,  S^raacatatti*  ftan  CosDoelieat,  4SI, 

NI,tM;*aooadBotli«tba  AlfarU*  war, 478;  ob  Iba 

l^tr  of  •efnaalailBS  lb*  BrlUab  dabt^4tl;  «a  tb* 


B  OB  tb*  Britlib  Mb^,  TOl. 
BnTBfTD,  PiTD,  BapiwoBtatlTt  Aom  Haw  Toik,  41^  119, 
Me.ll«,  n«;  «■  oalbaof  Btata  oOoen,  U;  ftnn  UnlU- 
ttiM  of  Impeat  bUl,  N  ;  on  tb*  ImpaaaboHBt  alaaae  of 


Tu^BOT,  Biua,  BaproaanlattT*  from  H*v  TotIc,  45& 
IbwHT*  qf  Ktmrt,  JT.  J,  patlUon  b(  HO ;  nhmd  to 

oommlttM^W4;  do.  of  H«T  Torfc,  Sn. 
TuDa,  Attuon,  EapnaMlatlTa  fiwi  Norlb  Cai^tM,  mL. 
Tj.n<»,  J«M,BaBaIocfroBTlrtlBla,4Ui  do.  raid(iiBd.  IM 


Tkuao,  Spwun,  Totaa  tot,  aa  Tleo  PnMaat,  In  ITM;  n. 

TbiHuaw^  bUl  *ir  I^Ibi  ont,  baftra  tba  Banat*,  ML 

moMMM,  AimUHm  «;  rtpoM  ralatiT*  to  tarrtlonr  *o 

oftb*Obl«BlT*reoBitdu«i,TH;(ba  

■nr  tarrllorr  of  a*  Dmiad  Btttta,  a; 
wlU  *ud  phMin,  and  wltbaot  tb*  tt«>*Bt  of  CoBfran, 
*r*attbaBaalT**lntaBaap*iBla  aad  iBdapaadaU  Bnt«t 
n«;'alawiBl(htba  paiied  bov  to  piOTid* Ihr  1^ TM ; 
DO  Hiinn  Ik  abjootlnc  to  roeelT*  tbo*a  paopla  aa  B 
Btata,Tat;  Iba  Bt*l*  QoTaiBSMBt  It  alnadr  urpalBad 
ud  In  DparatiaB,  TK;  atBtaBKBtof  prsaaedlBf  1b  Tan- 
■*we,T»;  iBdar  the  oidUuBH  thuy  bad  a  dear  il|bt 
taba  admlttad,  tn  tbej  bad  tb*  popolaliaB  ratalnd, 
TW;  oaa  BMa  pnbnMe  to  two,T»;  tba  OorarBrntat 
la  BapablkBBi,  and  tba  popnlatloB  adeqnat*  to  admit  th* 
Blata  at  obo*,  TM;  coiina  ef  praeaedlof  irblcb  ibosM 
baTabaeo  taken,  TM;  tcrmaof  Ibe  eoBipael 
TUT;  oonatnietlDDa  of  tbeeompact,  TSSi  rij 
fcrlbe  peofla.  IN;  raanlutl**  reported bj 
Bdoptad,  TM ;  moTod  that  wimt  law  iboold  b*  ftmti 
ij  Coofn**  rMO(Blilng  Iba  tanitor;  a*  a  Blata  t>a<br* 
tbar  vara  admltlad  lata  Ihi  rnlDB-McatlTad,  TM. 

fWT4lor4ai;— Am  Sda^ale/tn  TbrriloHaa 

THaimBB,  Sboboi,  B*iit«*nMllT*  froDi  UaiiaebiHUa,  tl, 

lRl.HB,Slhn8,4U,ini,ao4;  ondn^onawil M; 

d&OD  aalt  boeCBl;  ob  lb*  Oaf  of  tb*  Unioa,  dtl ;  •■ 
lb*  Bandtllbrtbacr  aia*,  or 


.  Goot^le 


■■(bnof  blaalKtloB,!*;  wrlM  la  thi  SuHla  nqnc 
tog  bto  iwtiaeUlDi  at  WHUBfloa,  II. 

nu*  a/PmUemt  omd  FIm  FmUtiU,  11 ;  Hooh  <»mBr 

tr*  ttwrwB,  It  I  report  of  aulis  Dad*,  II;  mmiffWi 


•dbT8iiuta.lt 


oTntflDAl  report  peatpta- 


n  of  tb«  SoKAlB  napaetlif  t^  iAna»  14;  nport  of 
'  eommlttofl  thereob,  4T ;  moHfo  fnnm  fieuto  on, 
««np  fnn  Botwle— dabole  tbenoa,  (I ;  dctata 


(1h  acuta  OB  UtiH  of  PreMcnl  ind  Tlu  PmidcDt,  U ; 
conadtqiJaa  pnaerlbaa  tbo  powar  rf  tba  Hdhh  rMpcct- 
iBf  tltlfi,  M;  a  coannEtu>4  of  roDft-raiH«  ahouM  Dot  bo 
•ppDiBtod  bocauH  It  1>  >  HbJ«t  wUcb  the  Roue  ba  DO 
ritblto  eoDildn',  M;  lbs  Rdiih  acTHd  do  title  ■baTdil 
bacoDfbTTvd,  uid  t  Joint  eommlttoe  Hnportod.  bat  tb« 
BcDiIa  reaolTed  apoD  i  Ulle,  lod  uk  oot  ooicTiTTtBea, 
H:  ndle  ilann  unosgUiiiH  who  ftu- that  tba  ooBitl- 

•DcbauKUDn  voDldtMHilndlgnilj  totha  HnaH,Mi 

fT;tlU«bumli«.ffr;  add  no  power.  «r;tb«Tdlmliibb 
tbo  traa  dlfDltj  and  Importuc*  of  a  RepnbUe,  ffT;  a 

DBDVceuij,  VJ  i  Dmbrafa  iboDld  Dot  bo  glreB  to  tha 
Braato,  91\  do  parpooo  BKnrvd  by  a  eonmlttee,  GT; 
■Dl^t  better  b«  dropped.  dS;  tha  propoaltloB  rtf  atlUe 
la  IrlSIng  with  the  dlgDllfor  tbe  OoTarnaHiit,  <8;  » 
mnimlltiio  of  coBftiniBEo  (oDid  bg  apptrinlod  irltbont 
atsmlBg  to  HUDtcBaDH  tha  Diaunn,  W;  after  barlnf 
adopted  tba  report  of  tbs  corrunlttee  It  iroald  derogate 
Avm  Ibelr  dignity  to  nadBd  a  tmaDlniDU  naolatloii,  t8 : 


snCutared,  dctj  flied,  41. 


U«i  on  ToDi 


9  tnm  ConDseflmt,  ItB,  K7, 
HH;  OB  dnilea  od  tobacDOutd>iiE>r,aia;  on  tba  PnH- 
deBt'gcpHch.(HS;  OBeiclnjIoD  oftJUodloralgDenfroin 
dtlifiuhip,  K3,  S«4:  ob  refertBcs  of  tetter  oTBoeretary 
of  War,  SNi  OB  tbe  ilghta  of  tbe  Bou*  nlHtre  to 
tr«tlea,nt. 

TVaonry  I>eparlnieni.—See  OreeuUrt  DepartnmUi. 

IVwUHrv,  Riport  </  Eterelary  0;^— UoCIdd  that  th*  Beere- 
lir;  of  (heTnaaurj'a  report  be  In  writing.  ITT;  If  be  ro- 
porte  In  pmoB  b»  can  uu*tr  InqnlHe*,  ITT;  pmprletj' 
doubled.  ITT;  If  the  tepart  li  written  It  will  be  belter 
sndentood,  ITT ;  tbe  ioiportaoce  and  extent  of  tba  aob- 
Ject  l>>iidiltihaiildbeltiwiltlDg,in;  motloB  eanied, 
ITI;  report  oBdar  coBiideratlDB,  IR);  paetponaineBt 
moved.  ISi;  It  embracea  two  Important  objeeta;  lint, 
that  all  Idea  of  discrimlBatloB  among  tha  pubUo  aradlton 
aa  original  holders  and  tranaforeaa.  ODght  to  ba  dona 
■way  1  eecond,  tbe  aunmplion  oT  the  State  debia  bj  tha 


■Dlted.193;  a  nnildetable  poatpoBemtnt  mqalnd,  ISS; 
apecolatlon  li  rife— If  postponed  too  long  flaetaatloDi 
wlllb*allllgraiter,19!;po«tponeiliinm  North  Carolina 


BBiy  to  act  OD  tbe  meaanra,  1S9 ;  apeculiiloB 
1  BiDce  the  tecuritin  were  Dnt  laaned.  IBS; 
I  of  tba  BUta  debta  ibonld  not  tw  decided 
tenae  of  the  Leglalalnrea  la  known,  ISS;  the 


tha  rat»rt  tobmllled  1b  tbe  form  of  IgdipealBIa* 
Uona,  IN;  Hanmpttaa  at  Blata  dahU  lilii  III 
donblful  If  a  parmantBt  fanded  debt  bbtaikWn 
Wl ;  bktory  of  fnadad  ikbta.  111 :  a  pnertellU* 
bilag  rslB.  1>I ;  debta  of  the  Eta<«  lakHn,  W:  * 

dl  that  fu  bedoBa  la  to  prortde  findi  far  ik  ^ 
aiUaetlos.  IM;  fnadtitg  a  eman  deWh  bmUi* 
we  haTa  a  debt alresdr  and unirhndiiauyvp 
pilatad  fbr  pafiaaBt  of  latereat.  1»;  Ihi  btlp  ^ 


debt  ihosld  be  li<]al<latfd  at  jti  nd  Tilti.  W:  ma 
pnipflaeil  bj  tbe  Beflretarr.  IM;  tba  GonniHVlihi 
TarydUfcveBt  litiiatloti  with  rrapert  tttre^ui^ 
mstli  creditors,  IM;  weareiotJvlpagflbtiNa' 
mr  eredlton.  bnl  partlea  to  Uw  cMdact.  1M;  If  »a 
tiaitlia.  what  wnld  ba  tha  AnddM  Mkn  t  fW< 
Joatlca,  IH;  the  rnneb  loaaa.  IV;  »  dliduta  ^ 

tba  paper  la  oar  gtilda,  tha  damaod  b  dd{  u  br  )aad, 
l<e;1f  11  UlBt<-Bdadtor«daeei4i}>er,a(!riiil!-a 

m«t  might  ba  applied  to  pajing  the  ^adiatii  U* 
at  their  nominal  Tilse.  IM;  ihe  prevM  etmuol 
(baaldpar  IhadabUaftheUBlltdSUIci.lsiElk'*     I 
meatle  part  baa  been  eontncteil  la  irynrtui  tlitM 
than  all  per  eent.  Intereal  ibodil  hijMistKMil 
tbe  aoTenunaBl  la  ana  part;  and  Ih  \viMii  A     I 
other,  who  lathejodgef  l»:;i»»lwi.{Knaediilii 
welj  organlied  goverDment  la  iDjpola  i*™!  I"W     . 
and  hare  no  JndgeT  HT ;  ii  not  tba  nal  afcMriioA     I 
a  good  plea?  IHT;  waitandln  tbeiaMOJoao""!'' 
lata  Congf»aa,wbo  an  admitted  to  be  I«**  1*^:  •     I 
OoTammaat  ahoald  ba  atKbartrtoHHiWaikiBB 
of  the  debta  BSBmed  u  tbe  moUa  e°aUs|ihIil'*' 
diacrlDilnaUan  ud  Uquldatjoa  Ihe  Iwaenalpii'*' 
Tolred,  ««;  maDBor  In  which  IhrdeWntna™* 
IM;  It  the  csrHflcalea,  .1  the  Hoe  U»J  "n  W 
waia  tataa  ftit  onlj-  a  nnaH  part  o(tlelr»«^ 
ahonld  not  BowberalaadtBlhalUluBoaatB!;*" 
«f  tbe  CnlledHtalMof  fbarU»&,l»;  lMd"*« 
IW;  tba  anyect  ahonld  be  dtddeil  it  Hb  UK  t»;  1 
diKrtmlBatlon  of  Bome  UndaBMWT.W;"™^ 
oTcitidlUm,  K» ;  tba  obUgidou  of  ad  8«ii™' ■ 
TO  diKTiminaU  between  ortgfaiJo*inMi«iSJ||2 
bolden,  fte,  mo.ed,  W6;  eHeal  "1  *™'""*" 
iebt  eilat^  VS ;  tha  Cnlleil  SUte,  oM  fl»  •^»« 
faara  roooired,  and  which  tl»j  .ekDO-W«fc'"i 
whom  la  papnent  re-nj  dee  HM;  Ibat  d—** 
tora,  a» ;  tbe  prlndplea  that  gc«n.  lb"  ''«*~T  , 
req>eetl.e  pretenjrton.  cooAlerad,  ««.f  ^j 


amend  original  pitiporiUH,  I 

If  tha  oa 

Wl;  the 

Sll ;  the  prop"!]' onbe  nrtlJcalw  1 


^lUi" 


a,  SI!;  If 


Bpal(.Ar0l>w>' 
erintoatlon,nS;  alfcetoot  H';!!^ 
to  tha  lntere«l«  and  protpeiitT*'  _™»— 

Btotea  are  realniloed  froni  panlng  ""VV^  i 
tracta,  SIS^  PobUo  JuHo.  7^_^'J^|^» 
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■Md  Jiutlea  Ih*  pUln  11»  ar«Bdne(,nS;  otharob- 
Jectlanj.  SIS;  the  debt  ts  Oe  price  of  oar  liberties,  ud 
CAbDot  bfl  diminished  A  flirthliig,  hut  the  msuuTfl  pro- 
poHd  doei  dimlnldi  It,  tlS;  the  i>b1l«ltloii  of  the  debt 
"enlud,  the  flUBcultr  Is  how 


:  the  J 


A  of  dlserlmlution,  11 


oald  la- 


pudlats  dlecrimliutlDii,  lITj  no  Legtilitore 


n  (he  orlglnil  balden  lOd  tba  psr- 
■  air  one,  IIT;  otlieT  poinU 
In  bin  of  thi  meunre,  !1g;  Jnitln  or  legnlltr  of  the 
meuare — lie  pruilabllLtj  or  pollej  end  eonaetjaeaou^ 
911;  the  claim  of  the  aoldler  Juat,  11> ;  itUe  c]f  pobllo 
opbiloD,  ftSO;  Aevcu-clghtha  of  the  debt  hae  oat  bflon 
dlipaaed  or  turn  necculty,  tiO;  iDeqnltabllllr  of  the 


1,  K1;  hov 


will  t] 


openle  aa  a  preoedei 
npoD  which  th*  proposlHoD  bn  ben  combated,  K»; 
tbe  TToItel  Statu  cannot  par  In  full  sr1|tBal  oredlton  or 
Malgncti,  vtaat  conne  la  Joat  and  eipedlenlT  Vtt;  all 
parties  Diidentood  tbero  woald  h«  do  dIanlmlBatlaB  Id 
ntclHuIee  tniitbribla.  KT;  other  ot!]«ctloiii«iain1iied, 
TtT;  (he  abni(]>  of  the  OoremmFnl  and  the  clalmaofae- 
algBee^  RS;  mottoo  lost.  ttS ;  note,  IM,  SfiO. 

(Ifflcial  Omduct  ef  Ma  Sterttary  if  Oit  TreanHy, 
oonBlderel418;  mored  that  Dine  raaotntloni  on  the  sub- 
ject bo  rd^rred  to  tho  ComoiKtee  of  the  Whdx, 


nnch  t1 


if  then 


iHted  0 


Ihem.Hl;  oljacl 


Hted,41 


418;  the  laat  one  obJeetloMble,  tor  the  preceding  onei 
delemlne  tbe  jrnMtandtbe  lastdlrt«t>  tbe  President 

to  oonsld«r  the  reaolnUona,  *K\  the  abetrset  proposl- 
tlons  ehonld  be  dodded  lint,  the  others  are  nnifVTUitcd 
bj  IkXs.  49(1 ;  moet  anheerd  ot  canrae  against  a  party  ae- 
ensad,  430 ;  no  opportnnlt^  offered  for  defonee,  430  \  the 
first  resolntlon  of  iireat  trnportanoe,  4M ;  (be  Beeretarj 
dllTera  from  othere  In  hie  opInloD  reapeetlig'  his  poiren 


appropriation,  4tl) ;  iball  the  Sccretarr  be  bosBd  b;  onr 
aettof  appropriation  or  not  t  411;  the  Bnt  reaohitkin  It 
no  part  of  the  othcn,  bat  ehoTild  be  detcnBlned,4ai ;  all 
rensrred  exempting  the  flnt,  accand,  and  ninth  reioln- 
tiona,  4(1 ;  tbe  third  rMolndnn,  charing  that  the  S«- 
retarr  had  Tlolated  the  lav  h/  applying  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  principal  borrowed  to  (ho  payment  oflnter- 
(■■  lUHng  dno  on  the  principal,  wblcb  was  not  anthoT. 
lud.  andby  drawing  part  of  theaame  ntoneja  Into  tbe 
Unl(H  Stntot  withool  tbe  tnetrnetlonB  of  tho  Preal- 
dent,  ennaldered,  441 ;  wba(  regsrde  (be  right  of  draw- 
ing money  Into  tbe  eatmtry,  ei ;  tho  cue  emnlced 
4*2 ;  (he  chaijce  of  mlemanagement  ao  long  'bstat*  the 
pnbllc  havn  now  assumed  Ihipe,  4M ;  chvige  In  tbe  tone 
of  tbeebaisea  itneD  the  teeelnn  eommeneed,  4n ;  aowlf- 


oonslden 


TBtary.  42A ;  the  chargo  consIeU  of  two  ItemSi  4KI ;  each 
•lamlned  In  detail,  4n. 

Ko  gnatnesi  of  chanctor  known  In  thcEiecntlTeDe- 
pattmcnls,  484;  waa  the  money  appropriated  to  apeclal 
and  dlatlnet  pnrpoees,  and  did  the  Secretary  ^>ply  the 
money  to  other  naea  than  the  law  dlrectedr  4H;  bath 
polnta  eaBsldered,4!l;  If  a  ruponalbla  aRkiet  bae  tIo- 
lated  the  Uwe  he  sbonld  ha  called  to  leeannt,  4»;  the 
testimony  compared  with  tbe  bets,  419;  can  any  Beees- 
titybe  shown  IbrdsTlatloutiampaaltlTa  law?  «>;  at- 
tempt to  show  that  the  Lrgtilatnre  were  Dotlgnomtof 
the  dnft*  of  the  Becretary,  4M ;  Doiwy  bomnnd  la 
Enropa  waa  acaoomlsally  applied  to  paying  Interest 
there,  IM ;  (he  Inqniry  la,  whether  •  debt  waa  paid  oat 
of  thliortbat  fBad,<M;  tbe  whole  boatneaa  nrlawad, 


4M;  eten  tf  the  Beerstary  made  the 
tnatmetlani  of  the  Frwldent,  It  la  nr 
beulble,  4M;  (be  ac(  waa  not  ■  final 


«aBd  r< 


Interest  was  not  paid  ont  of  the  principal  of  the  loan, 
41T;  tho  pTeiiden(  1)  the  principal  and  the  SecretuT  Um 
agent,  4>T ;  Impoaalbla  to  aeeonnt  for  the  oondnet  of  the 
Beoretary.41T;  tajndgs  of  hla  oondnct  wo  mnet  oitnalder 
hia  dntlea,  and  whether  a  aeeualty  eilsted  to  Jnstuy  hla 
ar*wlBg,4KTilf  the  BeoretaryhH  paid  what  waadae, 
what,  than,  Is  tbe  osfaplalnt,  4£S:  ao  law  has  hen  ylo- 
latad,  nor  any  role  of  pmpriety  departed  ftum,  tfS;  the 
drafts  were  made  agreeably  to  the  InatniotlotiB  of  the 
President, 4n;  did  tba  anthorlly'ftiun  the  President 
and  bla  nibseqnenl  lutmetlou  antherlie  the  Baaretary 
toaoBBdUdalc  the  1aaiut1fea.he  acted  1e^ly,4»;  both 
chargea  examined,  410;  the  reports  of  the  oemmlttee, 
4SI;  thaqnaatlDns  now  aieqDeallouaffhet.4Sl;  lh«M 
fliWS  are  too  eleaity  supported  by  the  report*  of  tbe  Bee- 
rstary  and  aoeompaaylnB  doeumenta  to  be  denied  or 
vatnTtnti.  Ul;  this  podMon  Inieatlgated,  411;  can 
the  EloeatlTe,  wl  thont  epedal  permlislon,  apply  the  h- 
oaaaof  ona  foadtotho  deflcieHcyoranatbsrf  4n:  tba 
drawing  money  withoat  As  lutractlons  of  lbs  Pr«l- 
deat  eatablishod  by  the  doenoianl^  iX;  both  points 
rest  on  (be  moet  solid  proob,  4H;  on  the  aeeeaalty  lA 
MRnetlmFa  departing  from  the  atrletoeia  of  legal  a^qv- 
prbitlooa,4M;  theanthoclty  oftbe  Becretary  In  theqM' 
dal  ease  of  loue  must  be  derlTed  ttoBi  the  PiesUent, 
daS;  (be  recent  drafta. Ml. 

Ho  proof  (oaappoM  the  chargH,4H;  If  there  had  been, 
Ukere  la  Mthing  etimlnal  In  them,  4M;  Inanfldent  re- 
ports of  the  Beeretsry.4tT;  third  nsolntlon  disagreed 
to,  418;  fiiurth  resolntlon  dliegreed  (o,  4S8;  flfth  reaoln 
tlon  dbagreed  to,488;  sbth  reeolndon  dlssgieod  la,dK! 
MTcnth  reeoladon  disagreed  to,  481 ;  eighth  rceolmtlOB 
dlsagrer^  to,  4W;  after  such  a  laripe  vote  the  Beerctary 


with  Orsat  Britain,  «40;  » 


ia(lDBof,OEa;iHKa,«D, 

v%  ^ImllTe  to  tbe  treaty 
Qa  An  calllag  fi>T  tbe  pk- 
a  declared  objeel  wltUn 
cognlnneeof  (he  llooae.  and  becaoee  It  was  the  gromid- 
work  of  tbe  dangcrons  doctrina  that  the  Doom  bad  a 
rtght  to  adjai^e,  adopt,  or  (o  reject  (reatlei  generally, 
S40;  no  other  BonrceofiDfcniiatJaii.MO:  conedtsUoBal 
qoHtlons  likely  to  arlae  la  nncM  of  debate.  Un ;  doH 
tba  general  power  of  nakla;  tmatiis  inpanede  tb* 

pntal  i«eiicy  T  (41 :  aopnyilety 


Kyoflh. 


in  of  the 


baa  a  right  to  Inqobe  ln(a 
the  oBloers  eoneemed.  «4I ;  preeedl^ 
twed.Ml;  b  the  power  of  (baPmMtiit 


and  Benate  as  to  Ircatlu  oomplet 

trol  of  Engllih  Honae  of  Commc 

ofthepower  of  appropriatlDn  in  the  constltntloii,  641 ; 

a  dlenMloB  exists  In  (be  Honee,  Ml ;  leglaladTe  power 

completely  rested  in  O>agT0is — to  psas  lawa  dIacretloD 
e  mnet  ]ndge  wbon  It  1i  r*<I<ilnid  to 
e  constltntion  respecting  treaties 


gndTe  I>epartnienl.  I 
ibr  the  papers,  becani 

tbeyhadftalldleer 


10  treaty  Into  elTNt— be«nH 


Q,  tm ;  «lttat  af  th«  trwty-nnklt  po  w  l»  wliHwi 

IcHti  pcwBoT  OoBcnM,  tM;  bwtj  pavu' HMf 
[(MitothaPTHldutud  Bwt>,IBl;  pnc 
[n^  «St ;  tk>n  >»  hum  Ib  wbM  tka  Hm 


br  wUiAtki 


niUw  id  ofomtBlt,  U4 ;  Bwt  laort  M  Us  era 
tloft  t«  kBDiv  thd  AiUDt  uid  U^ti  of  our  fowar. 
■rfUBWiiti  isilBit  ths  ualulTa  Instf-miUaa  |»ir« 
oMUend,  <U ;  Uik  4MtiiM  b  ti>««MbUBt  vltkllw 
•SMiltMlM  «Bd  lk«  hiw  oThMIh^  <U ;  tb*  «M*  of  tka 


HorthslrmMHi 
•M;  nhm  tTHdM  ooiUta  ittpalmUiiii  b«BlB(  4  it- 
bttaa  to  tka  apAHai  ponr  tmM  1b  tb*  L<«Ut- 
tant  tb*  Baiue  hu  m  ligit  totak*  scriinM*  otlt,  m  II 
l*pi*nd  bj-thn*  uiiitilHmtk>u,  IM;  tbu*  uamla- 
•d,  MT ;  tho  giprM  woidi  of  Uw  cmUMtka  vlO  Ht 
■apport  tltlHi  pnttloB  vlthoat  >  Ubaitr  •(  0OMtn» 

~     Biat^nHbtelatlwgnad 


MIMtka  ud  the  poriUoii  of  tba  inHritlom  M 


BeSH,  (Tl ;  UieH  ri^ftl*  eouMend  la  I«o  pstale  if 
Tin.Rl)  euagf  lb«(Mduiallaiif  HMratltr.CMi 
tki  eoMtnetlon  o(  Um  eontJUtlta  •dnnoed,  174 ;  u- 
pUBBdoii  oraeerighMl  nMlnttM,  (ts ;  doM  a*  tnatr 
vfmitijwtjiiliMlftioattn;  t>  H  pirunmDt  to  & 
!■«,  ud  ou  It  npal  lt«,  iltluaeli  Knireuuiel  T»  uM 
BponbrtbelegUlatinporert  8TT ;  tUi  qiuMlaa  Mud- 
4n*d.  en ;  obJeetloH  to  tha  power  of  the  Houm  cim- 
Mdtnd,  fK ;  preeedente  eumlned  t^ttlTa  W  k  lall 
•ir  p^MFi,  Ml ;  ottJsctlau  used  bj  the  ■ItocMm  oT 
Ik*  power  sf  the  Houa  eouldemd,  tSl,  <SS ;  uthority 
sf  the  UBltM  BUM  aiualBed.  get ;  tti*  Houa  Mniwt 
lagbhUwiaisat  liifBnuUaD,«M;  what  doaa  Ow M>i>- 
MtstlaB  iarr«§i;  IT  the  diHtrlDia  bow  oried  pnTall, 
they  mill  owke  laroadi  on  the  oouatltBtloii,  (8T;  th* 
pn^a^  of  allLii(  lor  papan  If  Iha  LtfUaton  bare  » 
put  1b  nuULng  tnaUu,  WI;  polBli  of  the  nl^eeta 
iVTkwed,  »i;  dqtr  to  look  lata  aTcrr  tm?,  IK; 
lAat  waa  tha  eoBaUCaUoa  of  tha  UdIUhI  BCatea  I  Ml ; 
naolnthiD  aa  oO^red.  Ml ;  paaesd,  tu  i  luta,  an, 

JfMRVe  (V^^  Pn^dml  dKltitii,;  Boeend  papan,  M; 
■sla,mi  detste  OBietetBoe  of  the  anawar,  «M,  <W ; 
■newet  raftired  Co  Committee  of  the  1Tho)^  Mf ;  nw>- 
iBtloiu  Introduced  lelitJn  (a  the  elaia  of  Utuim  orer 
vblsh  tha  Hoot*  dalau  a  right  of  Jndfioeit,  ud  HbHi 


ilCbliofCoi«nwaBdaftb*  Hmb 
ea  the  tatitt  at  IhbIIm.  W  ;  tbi 
«S,«H,IIXI,iai;  iKlDUaH  BAopt^  TH  ;  M*^  M 

^aiJIiB  ym  rttalg,  Kmltend,  TM;  '  -  i 
loaBiTjltlBU  eaeet,Tal;  tba  pmpaaitlos  BBitha*- 
t*nDtMdbrtbekoCo(«b*«hcr  tha  tiMt7  «a  b  ^ 


mTDl,T(e;  ai 


bOMI,  TIM;  priadflaa  of  the  traMr  ooHUetal.  Wt; 
Mrita  <tf  tba  traatr.nr;  liMliHim  to  Brtttah  f>fc 
vat  BWIeU  w^aetlH  BrtUU  iabU.  WI;  ■■|Miimlii 
a(4*bti.nTt  «ttWa«af«toM|««Baj  ■•*>■«  aiarflaid, 

m;  poUUwhleh  triWid  thaOMriTsaB  (he  MfotUta 
a>d  damsBded  ptorlaloB,  Ul,  TU;  Uh  eantaMa  rflbt 

trastr  uBOlDed,  IM,  Iia,  111,  TlTi  Tba  ■iimii^ 

of  tba  t»*t7iauilBed,TlS;  wiat  cf  iwdpndcj  h  tta 
laatnnwDt,  TW;  Tlewof  tba  ai*glm  oftha  toaa^^-^^ 

lliiriiiliiii    lililitliiiii Iliil.TlTl.i   liiiiifiiiiii   f 

OBI  alUra,  *«^  eoMMand,  nt,  nt;  i 

tba  Inatr  that  a  bMb  I*  B^n 

taboB  at  Haw  Yaik  had  ban  m 

tba  owaenUp  of  tbe  pnipartr  ah 

Battoaarm;  eomapoDdrBaa  of  tba  an 

TM;  eoHeqaeneu  If  the  tmaty  la 

ia  ueoottltBlkwal  thd  penMow,  IM;  If  tb*  ina^k 

axeentad  w*  admit  tba  graaBd  takBD  bj  tb*  Kxacatln, 

TM;  mwtMattha  tlMtj,  Tft;  pc^adtca  agal^  b 

tna^  la  tb*  pobUe  mlad,  TM;  lb*  pi 

tanpiinrj  part  tt  tbattea^ei 

qa*MI*B  la,  wbatbei  tbe;  w    ' ' 


tolbatnBtjr  esHldanditn;  tbeM 
■aUa,  nd  lb*  eul;  ina*B 
qaaseaa  of  r^aetlDc  tha  treatf ,  TU;  I 
bnaed  la  the  Inaif,  TV;  oa  tha  aapedleacr'af  «ir- 
IB(  the  Mb^  iBto  aOiiet,  IM,  ISTj  ft**  bocta^  ^ia 
ftMBoodfcTST;  rffnirti  fif  ni)»f«lB(lbii  liaalj.  TWlt  W. 
b*MT  gf  lT88,IUilhT*Ma  af  mr  If  ta^  i^Mlad, 
Ta;aoBitltDtlaD>lrl|]ita*f  a*  Boo**  to  b*  biakad  it 
wllhguidoi,  IM;  will  wa  aUarra  tba  tnatrarto^ 
Itr  lathe  onir  qoeetioo,  Itf;  ooaaaqaeBsaa  of  Itai^ae- 
tloB,T«^14I;  the  good  aad  iwoaperit;  of  tb*  pa^ 
•hoBld  b*  th*  pitnurj  objeel,  ni;  aotwltbstudlac  Aa 
oltJegtloBa  to  tba  tn^  tb*  vpnpriatlaiB  ou^  to  b* 
(lUted,  TM;  raeolatlaD  sMilad  to  eooiniittaa  b7  TMe  rf 


tsa^BT.an. 

TnvBiTU,  Joautfu 

1T^  uMU,  na,  tfo,  nt;  < 

B  bm   ncsUtlBC  oal^  M 

qsaeh  bb  takloc  tb*  lAali,  UB;  m 

tothsblU  u  theiUT*  tnd«,4«;  9«tiat«r  ftam  O^ 

M«tlmt,Hl. 

BB,  Tbohu  Tdsob,  It 


Cooi^lc 


ltBi,ll,lTI,S»,SlI).>Sai  taka  put  In  tha  d>lMta  on 
Imyiag  dntiM  «  Irapotti,  IB ;  <il>pt4tt  dntj  <«  ull  titt, 
M;  do.  «  OBdlM,  Mi  0ndnt7aaDnini>aghlit«l,Sa; 
«p|iiKM  dov  OD  uUa,  M ;  ^|>o*h  dnlf  sn  lalt  ■■  nn- 

Bqil>l,W:  OBhlflldlltiHiMi  fciM    ' 

M;  idTOOMM  modcM*  dnUM  on  Inporta,  GT,  U; 
poiM  tha  appilBDiuiit  of  uauDlltH  of  oraAreDc 
rabrehaa  lo  tltl*  of  Pmlduit,  H  {  ftron  Nduetlon  of 
datr  SB  iwdMHa,  V  Hum  on  other  utlalu  an  Kdoeed, 
00  ;  T«paU  iiulnnitlfni  of  a  baipln,  AV;  oppoata  the  mo- 
tloD  to  laj  a  datj  on  AJHoan  ilava^  14 ;  glvae  TtBAan  far 
Ut  tdU  on  UniUUoo  of  da  ImpoM  bill,  Bt;  oo  the 
TRamr;  Dfpartiiwiit,  108  {  on  comfieiiutlas  of  Fiul- 
dantf  in ;  Author  reaiaAa  ttn  amdo,  llfl  \  an  tbs  dLffl- 
enltr  of  amandlni  the  ousatltotian,  IM ;  on  the  prlDd- 
plM  wUehihouldenUnil  tile  teleoUaDofaHatDraoT- 
amiDeKt,  14T ;  fnilheT  remaihi,  IH ;  oa  a  ahort  p«riod 
of  leddenM  fin  MtnnUntlos,  ISt ;  further  remarke, 
18T,  190  j  IhTon  diaortmlnatloa  anHing  the  poUleorad- 
It^HatiOD;  Dz^ca  the  dlimli^on  ctf  the  Qoaker  momorlal, 
Mft;  OB  tha  Mmoltmuit  of  th*  bill  Ibt  a  Bank  of  the 
Uallad  BEataa,  913. 

aa,  manwrial  o(  88ff. 


V.a«  Auss,  lota  &,  BetnaaataUie  from  Nair  York,  US, 
BIT,  <U. 

D  Ne*  ToTk, 

I  Hew  York, 


Tab  CoBn.AjrDT,  Pbiup,  BepreeeatatlTe 

4<U,IUT,  IM 
Tam  Ouaaacz,  Fxtu,  BeimBentallTe 


Tav   Kaa 


Toik.U. 


uaa,  Jaa 

ujm,  aiarBia,Baprai 


[,  BepmaatatlTa   Ihim  Kew 
raftomSeirToA. 


Tamum.  Journ  B.,  BapNaantatlre  from  MiManhnaetfn, 
>Mi  oa  tha  pv  of  tba  Bpaakar,  m». 

Vm«M^  AuaiuM,  BepnauitatlTa  from  Tlrflnla,  S8S,  US, 
03§,tH;  DDthaattanilaBeeottheBacratarrof'Wai.Ma, 
M  Iba  FnMdaUl  ^oKh,  D88;  on  tha  FauurlTanU  In- 
nupBla,  «U ;  OB  amwidlB(  nataraUnUon  lawa,  EM ;  OB 
tbe  ruolBliaH  nlatln  to  Intmdait  OB  iBdUn  laadiillM, 
BM;  «  tha  mUlUiXBBd  oaTil  mtroprlatloB,  TU;  on 
tha  aanaa  el  tha  Hoiua  lelatlve  to  tha  BillUh  tnat^, 
TSL 

FanB««t— Tota  ftir  PiaaldaBt  la  ITM,  niL 

Vaaafa^Beglitailiig  and  etaarlng  blUa,  on,  W. 

FlM  iVaa<<f«'i  ordarad  to  ri(n  the  aaawei  to 'WaihlBflon'i 
iBangBial,  la  behalf  of  tha  Beiata,  18 ;  takM  tb»  oath,  U ; 
•mpUHatlaB  ct,  IT,  UO;  titi,lS»;  hia  tarmof  oBlse, 
when  aommaBeed,  in ;  letter  to  the  IbjrOf  of  Kew 
Tarfc,l»;TOt*li>rUlISIllO;  do.  In  IZW,  IHL 

Tnms  Joan,  BapnaaolatlTa  from  Delaware,  Gl,  ITB,  Kt, 
•U,  MS,  DM^  Ml;  pnpoiM  tha  •raaoliatloD  of  a  B«na 
}( forthar  n^uki,  M;  oa  tha  PreiideBt'i 


DomeadaDepartmeBtiM;  oB  tha  rtealdenfi  puwoT  of 
»iiiOTal,lM:  OB  tba  eompeaaatlia  of  memben  of  Con- 
inaa,  4a,  lit ;  fUthar  nmarka,  11),  lU ;  iBlivdiice*  a 
laaolDtiw  tut  a  Hwaa  Dapartmant,  UI ;  remarka  oa, 
111;  farther  remaika,]>8;  on flie  A>nn sfaineiidlDg  the 
ooDltltallon.  IH ;  OB  th*  loeaUoa  of  a  laal  cf  OoTam- 
naBt,l»;  on  tha  bankaof  the  Dalawin  for  do,.  Id; 
OS  a  Beat  of  OoTaramaBt,  MB ;  fnithar  raauirki,  Ma ; 
^oUa  oJHsan  In  aLeotJona,  ITl ;  oa 
a  blU  IH  a  Bank  o(  tha  DBltod 
a  the  haak,  M6;  on  the  rdo  of 


It  ta  1TM,  10,  MB; 


EX.  BOl 

Flrviala  ltgltlatiir*r-OBu*  lea  mllaa  aiiBan  to  United 
Stales  for  a  leat  i^  QoTamment,  Tt. 

Felt,  oa  KmlUnf  tha  Uma  tor  the  opacatlEm  at  tha  llaperi 
MJl,  Mi  on  the  Prealdant'i  power  of  remoral,  W;  on 
•CriUnc  ant  Biui)athanaa  and  laiartliig  Fat«nae  Atr  th* 
Beat  of  OaTemBUBt,ua;  on  motlrni  far  dIaoiJmJnatlan 
■unoBC  pubUe  credltora,  US  i  aft*,  on  do.  tsa ;  on 
Quaker  meawilal.  US. 

Fi^ai,  Stetomt^-CotMtil  In  the  preaaBea  of  Bonate  and 
HoaaelnllSS,  lOidaSSB. 


'WxaawoBTs,  JaaiitUB,  BapraaantatlTe  from  ConBeotJeat, 
tl.tIS,SBB,  Slfi,  4K,  BUS  i  appelated  OB  oommittea  to 
draft  bin  ontoBaaga  daUaa,  BT;  nijearednctlaB  ofdntf 
OB  dmIumc,  TO;  on  a  Board  of  Traaaiuy  or  BDperln- 
tendant  of  FInanee,  M;  on  tke  right  of  laetmcUona, 
IM;  on  dellbamtloa  In  lUnf  tbe  aeat  of  Qoremaiaat, 
IBB  i  fhrther  ramarka,  IflO ;  on  diHflmlBatloB  amoBg  the 
pnbUeeredltoTii,>n;  on  the  psM  office  bm,  m;  on  the 
petltloBorCaUiailDe  areana.8S>;  on  the roasetlon  of 
the  arm}',  Ml ;  further  nmerke,  MT,  414;  oa  tha  pv 
Id  Hridlei*.  MO,  4M;  afalut  the  toibario  lawi,  U9; 
urge*  IneraaMd  ditf  on  coal  la  foreign  Taaaala,  BOB;  on 
datlea  oa  mannfrctuied  tobuao  and  nllned  lagar,  tat; 
on  tha  adranoe  of  moner  to  Franea,  HI*;  on  Che  nt» 
agalast  noblUty.Btl;  on  dateuee  of  the  froDUeil,  BIO ; 
en  tha  trUl  of  Intnidan  npon  the  Indlu»,BH;  on  the 
proleotlon  of  aetLlan,  BBT. 

WuHWDBin,  PxLM,  SapreaaatatlTa  fKm  Ilaaaabliwt&, 

du,UT.g«t. 

VxiEXt,  Fttuca,  BepnaentadTe  from  Virginia,  UB,  BIT. 
'Vauib,  Jobb,  vpolBted  Beaator  ij  Oorenior  of  Ytl^ 

Clnla,«EL 
Wu-Toa,  9iins(,  Beoatot  tma  Georgia,  SSL 


8ea,UB,GIT. 


BIB, 


VAiBixaniii,  Qaoaaa,  sleeted  FrealdeBl  In  1T3>,  10 
for  at  Preaident  la  1T$«.  10 ;  do.  ITtS,  SBB;  [ 
at  hla  luocanUlDB,  11 ;  do.  iBingitral  addmL  11 ;  nrij 
to  the  aaiwer  of  the  Benate  to  the  iBaagaraladdrci^lB; 
iaj  of  hla  laangnntloa,  ut**,  M;  rcaolnllaa  Kw  an 
oqaaafriaa  atatae,  BBO ;  hlrthdaj^.-motloB  to  adjonm, 
«g ;  eoBaUend,  tSS ;  moEloB  loat,  C8& 

Vuia,  JoHir,  BepreaealatlTe  from  Haw  ToA,  U 


a,  HI;  01 


S8T. 


Want  attH  Ktarnt,  pK9«*ltlen  to  appoint  a  oommlCtM,  IK 

Tr-UmliHida^~S-PiM4aIaiuU 

Waaana,  Joan,  appotaledaargiaat^l-arma,  BIB.  ' 

Wmct.  AuncABPBB,  BaprwtntallTa  IraaiTlrglnta,ntin, 
Ui,  SU,  BBS;  on  eoamilttea  to  repwt  a  bill  ragidiaH^ 
oaths, U;  adToeatM  dalafln  flilnB  Male  of  duUcaoa 
lmpor1a,18;Iiutb*r remark^ SB;  oadatjaa  haaViBT; 
oppoata  dn^  oa  lalt,  U ;  taport  from  Coaunlttea  of 
KlesUoM,  41 ;  prMaala  readnUoB  of  Tlr|^ala  L«Ua- 
tnre,  uftiliig  tea  mUaa  ifBara  to  United  Btatot  tor  *>at 
or  OoTeiBDHat,  It;  thlaka  q)propiiatl«i  bllla  mn 
Unilled  br  tba  eoniUtotlon,  IT ;  tOrther  tamarka,  SI ; 
aoeUlna  the  power  of  tha  Preaident  to  remove  eertala 
offlean,  BS ;  oa  the  power  of  the  Preaident  to  TenH>re 
BaeretaiT  of  Blato,  lOt ;  futbai  ramarfci,  lOB ;  oppoeet 
1  In  the  par  of  aMmbert  of  tha  two 
B  of  PnddoBt,  111;  toi- 
■  ofVloaPi      " 


.  000*^10 


t  tk<  pabUg  Dndllon,  SIT. 


Mltntlowl  povn  ot  Coi 

1st;  OS  dLHrlmliutIra  I 
OD  npoft  of  coinin1tl«e 
(Mt  of  Qoiernment,  tU;  fDrlbw  nm«k*,  US;  nn 
nouorlD  thePrMldrner,  HI;  on  Iha  m«eUn(  ofOa 
KlHtnnl  Cotlfga,  StS;  cng'iis  Is  Btrllt*  gototbLIl  lU 
ntUln  taT>aae7arFT«ldMt.SM;  OBtl»baift«lla 
(imiiiigtiiialit  gf  Ih*  Old  (UhrriH,  SBl. 
Vain,  Key.  Biihop,  tltrtta  chipliln  «f  tbe  Beuto,  «StL 
Waitx,  JiHiM,  dulfpl*  fruD  UrrltorT  iDnUi  of  Obia  Klrar, 


tllie: 


WuTHIT.  CauLB,  umWd  with  Sotxrt . 

lUoiH  ami  0rj)A>i>u.  >  bill  Biklig  emipdiMllnti  to  en- 

UlB,  cwMcrtd.  4ia 
WiuUJA,  BAf441ifx,  BrpnHDtAtTn  from  North  CuoIIba, 
4Sfi,Ma;  eniuluyfar  memben  of  Congngt,  BM;  on 
puU-nKdhtST;  OS  the  rifhti  of  Ike  Honw  ralitlTo  is 
tmUn,  e^ ;  en  tbe  uMotKu  of  the  BritKh  tnitj,  TM ; 
on  the  >nD;r  Htabllihrnut.  TDd 
ITiLLun,  JoBK,  RcprcHDUtlTt  from  New  Tork,  «R 
WluluKir,  Huos,  B«preKBUIlTO  Srom  North  CudKbb, 
K3,  Sih  8SS ;  OB  uuwer  to  PnHdaDt'i  moucc  UT ; 
Author  nmirkEplSTi  on  Ht«Uoti  nt  Udd  bj  •atUrii, 
MO:  OBTUBiic;  In  the  Ptol^lene;,  ISr ;  on  Ibt  caiDnJt- 
niBt  of  thoblQftiriBuk  of  Iha  United  filit«.m;  Mi 
ruliD>t)osofnmUmPiiikBer,B»;  ob tba blU ftu th> 
taoonnimBeBt  ofth«codfiAhcrleB,B&T;  ob  tluenibloiiu 
OB  AmortoiB  coiu,  tn;  ootbe  reaolBUon  Chil  the  Bec- 
»tU7  of  tbe  Treusrj  ud  it  Vi  attsBd  th*  HooM, 
ud  nport  nlUlTe  to  delMt  of  SL  Clilr,  SM;  igilBit 
■tteoduog  of  atcretuj  ot  Wn,  SM;  ea  iluAuiing 
oommUtee  ob  detut  of  BL  CUlr,  SH;  on  prote«Uos  of 
AmertHD  oommenASSB;  oD  ndooUvti  of  Uie  umr,  Ml  1 

WiLLU,  Funou.  SepreMDtBtlTa  tma  fleor^  SIB,  S9(L 
mix*,  nil  otbar,  dlsoinlutloii  opposed,  B>;  dntjr  on,  SI. 
TuHiin,  PuRi,  Seutor  ftom  Kav  Himpihlra,  >,  IIB.  151, 

irnn,  RicHLBD,  BtpmeiilatiTa  from  Boalb  Cindliu,  4BT, 


mNoitbO 


S,<lt. 


r«ai  and  JKif*  «»  ooBtated  aleetlan  of  Wm.  Bmltli,  W;  on 
tbe  bill  ortuUng  the  Btat*  Sepwiment,  IIM ;  ob  ub- 
bnelogiU  ttwpropoeodmeiidmeBkof  tb*  coiutltBtloa 
1b  one  repotl,  UB ;  od  Axlnic  lb*  leat  of  GaietnmeBt  on 
theFatDmBo,litl;  on  Wllo^i^ton  for  the hM  of  Ootit^ 
meat.  Ill;  on  Potonuc.  BnnqarbiDU,  or  DelaVMV,  bi- 
■tead  of  nrt  buok  of  BsMiuehuu,  lU;  QeUwm  fl- 
■tHd  of  do., in;  buki  loiteid  of  iHtb«ik,l«i;  oo 
Inserting  or  MirjlBad,  iRei  "Peniuj'Imili.'' IB;  on 
Wilmington.  ln.le*l  of  "eltjof  New  York,"  M;  on 
"ThlltdclphlB,"  laeteid  of  ••  New  Tork."  188 ;  oc  prorlv 
of  Ur,  Oiili>.lM;  so  reeoUtlon  tor  th* ippolnlnient  of 
CtHomlslaiHn  to  fli  th*  stie  Ibr  ■  mt  of  Ooretmment, 


K;  on  moHOB  to  Bmeud  bj  Mrlkta|  s 
•n  of  bin  (Br  tlie  prvlaettn  of  ik>  »a*« 
Mil  fcr  the  « 


nlitlTs  to  th*  ituip  of  Aa 
■pportloBnwnt  U1I  iAbt  tt  wm 
B«|ntBtpM««*,tn;< 
tba  innr  redncthw  bill, 418;  on  acnMHal  af  tkiHiv 
tBaiidB»tlan,41l;  oo  lliii  p^ni  filii  lilll  iliiliiii 
fhgltlYeaA«n}nMfee,41T;  an  tko  third  nrnttOmih 
lUlT*  ta  th*  offletal  ooBdwt  qt  tbe  Beentaj  tf  «• 
Tmnuy,  ISS;  on  tte(BiDthnBiilatlaB,*c.,  AS;inb 


htlBg  tot  Ac,  MO;  I 

the  Beoate,  aieladlBg  baak  o&aen  Hvai  Coapia^  Uf 

ndUlTa  Is  tb*  lnt«i«t  of  tho  UidUd  «t«M  In  tba  bd 


ertbata 

tnUoi  or  Brildb  dabtt,e>Bi  o>  motlaa  (s  n)Mt  >te  lA 

taring  datlaa  on  (abw»  andngu,  Bll;  MtheiaB 


SH;  on  tbe  reeolotlona  nMlT*  Is  tho  raAsI  rftk 
rrerideat  to  fnniM  p^en  ob  tbo  Brltlab  tratr.lB: 
BB  tha  naolntloB  eipraiBlTa  of  the  acBia  of  tbe  H«* 
on  tha  British  tnat;.  TS8;  on 


be  pasBftd  bj  Gongnaa  rseognlilng  Tannew 
b*flire  Ita  admliBloB,  IM;  on  Ika  da(n  ■ 
Qreana,  TO. 


END  OF    VOL.   I. 
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A  LIST  OP 

N  EW  WORKS  IN  GENERAL 

Publulwd  by  D.  APPLETON  &  CO.,  348  ft  848 
CHumpUU  CataUgve*,  containing  full  dacriptto-'g,  to  be  had  < 
Aftrianttim  and  Bnnl  AllUn. 

AxU,  lUniAatiirM,  and  Ara&l- 


BtogTiphy. 

GBr<n  Ca&M,  Of  twaaijTaArt  aT  A  5b 

■nln'a  ufe  (T  Ihdi'iiku,  '.  ', 
OiTlwl'lL'Iagt  Rii>bl|it,  .  . 
ail«IUn'inObr;Df  rutliidU.  H  fta 

I,h  n-d  A4->f><°r,iif9liilaI  'tnt. 
Lib  (t  H»ir  Ha<«i^    . 

rSlMT  (W.)  UB.  Br  kb  K^,ir, 

B«ok«  of  0«Mnl  ITEUitT- 

*prM«'  cw|,i«i>  u  s.  Qui' 


F.'ll'su'S.  «.' 


■I^^UbDliln 


OMvnvhr  ft^ 


■IlZj^        *••       AHkwitUs'H 


niwtrktad  Work!  Ibi  Fmezta. 


LITERATURE, 

SroEidway,  New  York. 

in  application  to  the  PulUit'eri 


-h"  &H-a  °l  Kii^UndTgr  Ana  jlrfrt' 


>;  1.  a.  Dndiuh.  IIIMmud.  Cbit, 


•rOirl.  )•»■  Ballk.  Bjlki 


fc'iTjii™!;™  rf'tt*™*  H^ 


Lok- Srfanl  TUn.  sjll].  Ma 


PtfRv'a  rnHTii  fin  all  Snann^     . 


K 


GiiUnlkX'l  ^''I'W-    B|  U.  felKikks 


,.Gooi^lc 


D.  Appl"*ott  *  Ccwpany'i  Ibt  of  Vtm  Worki. 


U>ta|  Hid  Dy*t,    . 


^xsi'^.*- 


fir  c^  lit  nTcZ 


'^^^■^S''^*? 


■utiiu 'A?* r^^  "^%"i^ 


■--•■r«njl|jjj|kiTjjU.  KikTlH;!" 
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A  APPLSTOIT  i  OOMPANTB  PUBUOATIONB. 

lntfriatiRg  ^mrrta  itffgra$|ifs. 

THE  LIFE  OF  JOHN  RANDOLPH.  OF  ROANOKE. 

Br  HUQH  A.  OABIAND. 
Oomplata  in  1  rdnma  Sra,  pp>  MS,  with  S  portrwU.    |1  sa 


II. 

THE  LIFE  OF  "WILLIAM  PINKNEY, 

THE  EEV.  WILLIAM  PINKSET.  D.  D. 
One   volam«  Bto.,  pp.  407,  with  Sii«  portniL    |S. 

■Ib^PlBkatrkMmnlraBaoftbahlKDrlaliiMO  ot  (litaeaatiCrr:  huTlni  UM  Kin  Mrjr  Impontaat  fariUoH  ti  b«  ' 
■Himilh  oA  npnanlillafA  Bd  oocspM  ui  lDUnii(lii(  pnlad  of  bar  btitarj.  Hta  shHwlar  ha  bMB  mnktd,  boa  •*  lb* 
■aljoatot  ■dmlnUinibrbli  Mfod^ul  of  HpanliiBud  m^lciliH  brbtf  MwnlM.  TUa  book  oooui  Incth  to  diAaA  nd 
Jootuy,  tad  Buka  man  alaavhit  wa  'obrloilllr  ralnuAtnlaod  ar  laamlii^r  mtmiiniHtad.'  n*  IpUt  of  tbabook  1| 
ooamiaiiUtK  ud  l><^  w  nwib  M  *di>dn  tai  Iba  Hft  af  «w -vbo  idinal  lb*  rqnbUa  of  lattai^  iBd  UaHiMd  tb*  Tbtaat 
thMb«loa|totb**B 


Ilf. 

LIFE  AND  MEMORIAIS  OF  DANIEL  WEBSTER. 

Br  QEN.  Bl  P.  LTHAH. 

Two  neat  Tolnmei  Ifluo.,  wall  printed.    |1. 

■  Tliaia  ikMclia  hn«  baiii  T^mtttoL    Tbaf  an  from  th*  fa  of  Sao.  B.  P.  LjmiB,  «bOM  fauni  duiwtir,  m  w«I 

bk  Intliiuta  ralitloiia  vltb  tba  ftmllf  of  Am  Jiiima  ttalaacua,  lafllelantlj  lurutM  tbalr  nMwalMtr.    A  tasaUm  a( 

MuMnlaa  tf«  InUwpniaa,  which  ibgir  ftirth  Hr.  WabatM'i  Ihmt  man  la  tba  moat  aagi^lnt  Mfht.    Sou  on  didn  ft  bMM 

palTribmrbliV»aad«Mwt«4b«kba*pMatad,"~JK  Z  Cowlan 


IV, 

A  MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  REV.  WM.  CROSWELI^  D.  D., 

SKCTTOB  OF  THB  CHUBCH  OF  THB  AOVEtTT,  BOSTOK,  HASSACUUmfriH 
Bt  Em  Finin. 
On*  buidaome  Tolume  Sto.,  pp.  CSB,  portruL    ft. 
*TliliiNrt,wblBlikeoBpaaad  prtudiHiIlT  if  tb*  witUnfi  oC  tba  Bar.  Ur.  Ckotwdl  blmialC  bia  baan  «taipn*d  I7  hk 


faniitoRn>loa(nt4aB^bDtiirlndpallTnH(l«i^*Uobdliplif  botb  Mtamdtdait,  fiat  tb*  ttiisan  ■>!  ftnat  |W 
|il>annt  on  ntij  p«f*  of  tbt  toIodm,  moM  aMQ  ba  ooivtdand  u  M  obtaT  oharm,  uid  Ita  Ufbait  r«BOiniHM>a«lton  to  lb 
■II  nfiii'liitnrliiiiiitlii  II  ill  ini»Wj  iiIiIiimm  Ikalf    Ti  iin   TTf  l7nrrm 


TVES  OF  EMINENT  LITERARY  AND  SdENTIFIC   3fEN 
OF  AMERICA 

Br   JAKBS   W7NHE.  K  D. 
Cm  Dut  Tolna*  ISmo.  pp.,  IH,  w«ll  priaM.  tL 


oyGoot^lc 


J>.  APPLSTOir  Jt  COMPASra  PUBLICAUOSa. 

a/J;  FtSBLY  ILLUSTRATED. 
I. 

BYBOira  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS. 

1  vol  Uifa  Bra    Clotb.  (t ;  gilt  U>tm,  $t ;  bMt  iMro«M,  la. 


II. 

BRYANTS  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS. 

Oo*  ToL  Urga  St(i>    £xtr«  eloth,  gilt  •dges,  $S ;  s 


HALLECK'S  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORKS. 

One  vol,  tqiura  Bva     Cloth,  fl  50 ;  gilt  Imtm,  |S  ;  murocnit  fB- 


IV. 

MOORES  COMPLETE  POETICAL  WORK& 

Om  TdonM,  kifa  Sto.    C1oUi,|1:  giltadgw,  $i;  moRMMC^  K. 


SOUTHJfiKB  COMPLETE  POEnCAl  WOKKS. 

Oh  Td,  large  Bto.    Cloth,  93 ;  gOt  tdp»,  $( ;  moroooo,  $A. 


VI. 

THE  WORKS  OF  THE  BRITISH  POETS. 

FROM  BES  JOMSOH  TO  IBE  PEESEST  TIMEl 

WriB  XIOBBAPBJOAL  ASD  CRITIOAL  nTTBODUOTZOSa. 

Br  DB.  AUrm  AND  OTHEBS. 
nret  liudaom«  volfc,  toy >1  Bra     Clotl^  f  SO ;  gilt  odge^  $10  i  moroeeov  4I& 


VIL 

THE  SACRED  POETS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  AMERICA 

FOB    THRSB   OSSTURIBB. 

EpiTiD  BT  BUFDB  T.  OBISWOLD, 

On*  hudtoBe  TolooM,  Bro.    Ckith,  |S  60;  gilt  edges,  |B;  taanota,  (4  SIX 

VIIL 

AMELIA'S  POEMS. 

Om  huAMDM  TohuM^  8T0.    aotli.|SfOt  giltedge%tti  monaeo^ttia 


oyGoot^lc 


Z>.  APPLXJON  i  COMPAxra  PUSLIOATTOAVS. 

iltanltarli  gislorical  Wavh. 
I. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  ROME. 

By  THOMAS  ARNOLD,  D.  D., 
tun  BMnis  PionMoi  or  Uodxut  Eistoit  n  ibk  UnrxMirr  or  Ozwu^  ^n 

BOGBI  SoBOOI. 

1  lu^  vol  STa  pp.  IIB6.    Prio^  |S. 


n. 
HISTORY  OF  FRAIJCE, 

FBOU  THE  EASLQST  PERIOD  TO  THE  PBESENT  TDK 

Bj  M.  UIOHEIJrr,  PKomum  a  la  Paitclti  Dm  Ixmm,  PKonaum  i  L'Ecxna  Kmmu^  te 

Traiulatedby,a.  H-SUTC^F.  O.  S. 

k  Toli.  8ra  pp.  «S0  ud  400.    Prm^  H  Sa 


ni. 
HISTORY  OP  GERMANY, 

FBOU  THE  BABUEST  raRlOD  TO  THE  PBEaENT  TDIE. 

By  FREDERICK  EOHLBADSCH. 

TB4Jtiuna>  rsoH  thi  un  Gmtui  EDrnon.    Bi  Jimh  IX  Hui. 

Tith  ■  «omp1*t«  index  prepared  ezpreHly  for  ths  Ameriowt  editioiL     1  toL  &T<k,  pp.  4117.    Ma^ 

(1  50  i  or,  M  nimtrntad  EiUtJon,  neat);  bonnet  |a  sa 


IV. 

HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

FROM  THE  PEACE  OP  nXRECHT  TO  THE  PEACE  OF  PARK 

By  LORD  UAHON. 

>  larg*  ToU  Sto.  pp,  690,  SOV,  veil  prinUd,  $4 


A  DIGEST  OF   THE  LAWS,  CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,  AND 

mSl'ITUTIOira  OF  the  AHCIEin  AND  MODEBIT  NATTONE 

Bf  THOHAS  VEW,  Lutb  PBDmort  or  thi  Collsoi  or  Whlum  amv  Haik 

1  T^d.  Sra  pp  870^  vol!  printed,  prio^  (1, 


VI. 

A  MANUAL  OF  ANCIENT  AND  MODERN  HISTORY. 

Bj  W.  a  TAYLOR,  LL  D.,  *«. 
1  lMg«  Toliima,  Sto.,  pp  8SS.    Frioit  $i  U> 

VII. 

rHE  HISTORY  OF  CIVILIZATION,  FROM  THE  FALL  OF 

THE  BOUAB  EMPIRB  TO  THE  FRBfiCH  BBTOLDTIOF. 

By  F.  GUIZOT. 

IkunLino  BT  W.  HtsLm 

4T<Ja.l3DMk,tS<a 


oyGoot^lc 


s.  ArruTiHi  ■  oowurrB  rnkuoinosa. 

ENGLISH  AND  AMEBIOAU  BOOKS. 


D.  APPUEIOK  &  CO., 

^MfestlUrs,  |PnWis|frs  aniir  Impirrtcri, 

t4«  *  tit  MfwAwMrt  Haw  Tkrk*  kM<  It  lAtOm  MrttMla,  -  -p----. 

BMpMtfdUj  tnTito  tho  attentioii  of  Uianrj  and  FrafMrional  GwUoiNn,  ^adi  <tf 
PoUio  Lulitotlnii,  and  the  Trade,  and  the  PnbUo  gaiMfallj,  to  their 

VEEY  EXTENSIVE  AM)  CHOICE  STOCK 

STANDARD    WORKS, 

ENQLISB  AND  AUSRIOAN, 


BtnOBT  Uro  BIOeEATHT, 
TOTAGBB  AHD  TS^TELfl, 
TBEOLOOT  AND  lOCLIUAB- 

TIOAL  BIB'nWT, 
POCnr  AHD  TBI  SBAHA, 
FIHH  ABTB. 

AXaHntonisi  ahd  sset- 

MBIRIlie.  _ 

■4TAL  ASD  WUTAXT  Bd- 

KATirKAL  PHILOaOFHT, 


MORAL  ABD  FOUTICAL  Sa- 

AeBI^LTUBX,    B0TA8T,   * 

GAXDKNUie, 
OBEZK  AND  LATIH  OLASBICB, 
OBBinSTBT,  SSOLOOT,  ASD 

UlNXBALMT, 
HBDIOIH^ 

hatdbal  hibtoet. 
uathhutio,  pbtucs,  * 
ueohakiob, 


raiLOLOQT  ABD   OBBU 

LITKBATCKK, 
LAT  AHD  JUBUPKUSDICfc 
ABTS  ABD  BGIKHCKBt 
BIBLIOQBAPBT  AND  PHEUK 


JEKALDST  A  SENBUOQI, 
TKADB  AKD  OOKMKBCB 
BCUISICATICS, 
ATLABBS.  •  fli  Mt  i»'"» 


A  LAftOE  OOLLECTION 

POfUIiAE  LITERATUEIB, 

WHALE'S  CHEAP  80IENTIEIC SESIES, 

A  OBUT  vAsnrr  or 

BIBLES  AHD  PRATES  BOOKS 

or  AU.  Bun,  n  xuoabt  asd  run  Biin>nraa, 

SPLEliroiDLT  ILLUSTRATED  WORKS, 

All  tho  appzoved  Bobsol  Book*  in  hm, 


A  URGE  ASSOBTHEST  OF  JUTEMHE  PUBLiaTIOXS. 


,,Gooi^lc 
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B,^^lglC 


/u- 
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